
THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awakel" has no fetters. It recognizes 
facls, faces facls, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awake!" is not narrow, but is international. "Awoke!" has its 
own correspondents in scores of notions. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons_ 

In every issue "Awake!" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you 10 matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awake!" pro­
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by Ihe failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish. 
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awake!" 
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"It is already the hour for you to awake." 
_Roman. 13,11 

Volume XLVI London. EnDland. October 8. 1965 Number 19 

As NEVER before your life is 
affected by world conditions. 

Many persons wish it were not 
that way, preferring to shut 
themselves off from what 
is going on. But no matter 
where we live, we cannot 
escape the fact that each of 
us is vitally affected by 
developments in the world as a whole. 

In virtually every avenue of life world 
conditions pose difficult questions and 
problems. For instance: How to cope with 
the reduced purchasing power of money, 
rising prices and a jittery world economy. 
World conditions affect savings put away 
in banks, old-age retirement plans, the 
price you pay for things, and even whether 
you will have a certain item of food or not. 

More than that, world conditions affect 
the family, not only the feeding and cloth­
ing of family members, but also the rela­
tionship between marriage partners and 
the raising of their children. Widespread 
immorality has a deteriorating effect, of­
fering many temptations to immoral con­
duct. And immorality prevalent in motion 
pictures, TV and in real life adversely af­
fects children. 

Then as youths grow up, governments 
often demand them for fighting wars. How 
common have become hot and cold wars, 
civil wars, revolutions, terrorism and vio­
lence! One news correspondent, who has 
long covered international affairs, spoke of 
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"the will to revolt" as being so 
widespread "as to be almost uni~ 

versal today"! You cannot help 
but be affected by the world 

tensions this spirit causes. 
Moreover, because of the 

moral breakdown, the 
streets of many cities are 
unsafe after dark. There 

has been an alarming disintegration of law 
and order. Violence, robbery and rape have 
become ever-present possibilities with 
which to reckon. 

Finally, it must be admitted that man's 
very worship is affected as it has never 
been before. Churches are losing influence, 
people are turning cold and faithless, and 
in some countries atheistic and radical ele­
ments are trying to stamp out religion 
altogether. 

What can be done about such conditions 
in the world? It does no 'good to pretend 
they do not exist. Far better to seek the 
meaning of world conditions, to find out 
why they are as they are and what can be 
done to cope with them. Only one Book 
in all the world does this satisfactorily. 
That Book is one you probably have in 
your own home, the Holy Bible. Consult it 
as you consider the following articles in 
this magazine. See how the Bible explains 
the reason for present world conditions, 
what you can do about them and what hope 
there is for the future. 
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Inflation caused a simi. 

How Mueb lar economic tragedy in 
China following the sec­
ond world war. In 1946 
one American dollar was 
worth about 2,000 Chi­
nese dollars (yuan). By 
February 1948 the value 

Is 

YourMon~ 
Wortb? 

WHEN you go to the market, you pay 
more for bread, eggs, vegetables and 

meat than you did ten years ago or per­
haps just one year ago. You also pay more 
for rent, for operating an automobile and 
for medical care. Because of inflation your 
money is experiencing a steady loss in 
value. On the surface a dollar, a peso or 
a mark appears to be the same as always, 
but in actuality it is not, because it will 
not buy as much as it used to. Inflation is 
a common problem throughout the world, 
some countries suffering more from it than 
others. 

In Brazil, for instance, the cost of living 
skyrocketed 81 percent in 1963, so that 
what could be bought for a cruzeiro at the 
beginning of the year took one cruzeiro 
and 81 centavos to purchase twelve months 
later. During the same period the cost of 
living in Uruguay jumped more than 40 
percent, and in Chile and Colombia the 
rate, at times, has risen 50 percent. In some 
places inflation has been even more ex­
plosive. 

Back in the spring of 1923 the German 
mark crashed in value to where 57,000 
marks were worth only one United States 
dollar. But the mark's value continued to 
plummet. By the middle of October one 
American dollar was worth 6,500,000,000 
marks. Three weeks later it was worth 
630,000,000,000 marks. A serious crisis 
resulted. People began suffering from a 
food shortage because farnners refused to 
sell food for money that was rapidly be­
coming worthless. 
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of the Chinese dollar had 
dropped to where it took 328,000 of them 
to equal an American dollar. A few months 
later the American dollar was valued on 
the black market at 11,500,000 Chinese 
dollars. The salary of the average·govern­
ment worker was so great that it required 
him to carry his pay away in big bundles 
of bank notes. Paper money of small de­
nominations was regarded as of so little 
value that the people used it to light their 
kitchen fires. 

Inflation has also greatly devaluated the 
American dollar. For example, if we com­
pare the dollar's buying power in 1939 
with its buying power today, we find that 
it is now worth only 46.4 cents, assuming 
that it was worth 100 cents in 1939. This 
means that if you were making $2,000 a 
year in 1939 you would have to earn about 
$4,300 today just to preserve your pur­
chasing power. If you earn less than this, 
you are losing groWld, being unable to 
purchase as much with your salary as in 
1939. 

Those who are hwt most by inflation, 
whether it is the creeping variety or the 
explosive variety, are people with fixed in­
comes. Those living on pensions, social se­
curity or an income from mortgages and 
bonds find it increasingly difficult to care 
for their daily living expenses. The person 
that anticipated retiring with life-long pay­
ments from an insurance policy may find, 
when retirement time comes, that inflation 
has made the income from life insurance 
inadequate for meeting the higher cost of 
living. So, instead of retiring, he must con-
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tinue working. With the passing of every 
year, inflation makes the money in such 
fixed incomes worth less and less. 

Why Inflation? 
Although the causes for inflation seem 

rather complex, with many theories at­
tempting to explain it, a big underlying 
factor is a government's policy of increas­
ing the supply of money excessively. When 
this is done, the more money it turns out 
on its printing presses the more each unit 
of money, such as a one-dollar bill, loses 
in purchasing power, because the money 
supply is being diluted; and this lowers the 
quality of the money. We might compare 
the process with diluting a quart of milk 
with water. The result is more milk of 
lower quality. 

The increased quantity of money that 
circulates because of such government ac­
tion deludes some people into thinking that 
they are better off because they have more 
money in their pockets. However, Wlless 
their wages are increased in proportion to 
the inflationary rise, they will be worse 
off because their money, despite their hav­
ing more of it, will not purchase as much 
as before. 

The expansion of credit is another un­
derlying cause of inflation. It has the same 
effect as an increase in the money supply 
because it makes more money available to 
the people, which, in turn, increases the 
demand for goods. When supply is not 
keeping up with demand, prices rise. With 
rising prices unions press for wage in­
creases that increase the operating costs 
of manufacturers. Faced with a profits 
squeeze, manufacturers raise still higher 
the prices of their goods, and workers, in 
turn, seek still higher wages to keep up 
with the rising prices of the goods they 
must buy, and so it goes. This is the wage­
price spiral that results from the inflation 
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caused by increasing the supply of money 
and by making credit easy to get. 

Effect on Morals 
The effect of inflation upon many per­

sons is to stimulate within them a lOve of 
money. Money's increasing availability ac­
compal'l.ied with an increase of things that 
money can buy causes people to greedily 
grasp after money as if it were the only 
thing worth living for. Honesty and truth 
are thrown to the wind by many persons 
when confronted with an enticing oppor­
'tunity to make a big profit. If it requires 
them to ride roughshod over other people, 
they will not hesitate to do it. Extreme 
selfishness governs their actions, crowding 
out any thought of neighbor love. 

But this attitude does not bring real hap­
piness. Rather, it results in a spirit of com­
petition that brings much heartache and 
trOUble. It is just as God's Word the Bible 
explains: "Those who are determined to 
be rich fall into temptation and a snare 
and many senseless and hurtful desires, 
which plunge men into destruction and 
ruin. For the love of money is a root of 
all sorts of injurious things, and by reach­
ing out for this love some have been led 
astray from the faith and have stabbed 
themselves all over with many pains." 
-1 Tim. 6:9, 10. 

All around can be seen the rotten fruit­
age that the love of money has produced. 
That it is indeed the root of injurious 
things is evident from the great nwnber 
of crimes that are committed daily 
throughout the world in order to get mon­
ey. It causes tpeople to act toward one an­
other like savage beasts. Notice fuat the 
Bible foretold that this love of money 
would be a contributing factor to the pres­
ent critical times. Pointing forward to our 
day, it said: "In the last days critical times 
hard to deal with will be here. For men 
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will be lovers of themselves, lovers 0/ mon­
ey~ ... "-2 Tim. 3:1, 2. 

How obvious that this is the situation 
today! That the inflationary boom has been 
largely responsible for the increased num­
ber of money lovers Henry HazIitt, in his 
book What You Should Know About In­
flation, noted: "Inflation tends to'demor­
alize those who gain by it even more than 
those who lose by it .... The spectacle of 
quick and easy returns increases the temp­
tations to corruption and crime. It is not 
merely that inflation breeds the gambling 
spirit and corruption and dishonesty in a 
nation. Inflation is itself an immoral act 
on the part of government." 

So the person that has developed a love 
for money develops distorted values. He 
loses sight of moral and spiritual values 
that make life more meaningful and that 
can be a source of real happiness and con­
tentment. Instead, he seeks happiness in 
material things and centers his life around 
money and the things that money can buy. 
But if he should lose his money or other 
material possessions, he is completely shat­
tered. His materialistic world comes crash­
ing down around him. Some persons have 
even committed suicide when this has hap­
pened. 

Money a Protection 
This does not mean that money is bad 

in itself. On the contrary, it serves a very 
useful function and can do a lot of good 
when it is properly used by people and 
wisely managed by the government that 
issues it. Explaining the value of money, 
the Bible says: "Wisdom is for a protec­
tion thE!,same as money is for a protection,­
but the advantage of knowledge is that 
wisdom itself preserves alive its owners." 
-Eccl. 7:12. 

So money has its place. It can often help 
to protect a person from going hungry, 
from lacking adequate shelter and from 
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being without sufficient clothing. It may be 
used to provide protection in the form of 
medical care. It is a means to obtain the 
many material necessities of life as well 
as to enjoy some material pleasures. So 
money is a friend when it is kept in its 
proper place and viewed properly. It is 
attaching too muc;h importance to it, al­
lowing the pursuit of it to eclipse spiritual 
values and to interfere with enjoying one's 
family and friends, that leads to trouble. 
The love of money is what plunges men 
into destruction and ruin, not money itself. 

Therefore, it is only the part of wisdom 
to use money in such a way that it will 
provide the greatest protection. Inflation, 
it is true, is constantly diminishing the 
buying power of money, but discreet buy­
ing can make it worth more than if care 
is not exercised in making purchases. Tak­
ing advantage of price reductions and out­
of -season sales is a good method of getting 
the most for one's money. But the way to 
gain the greatest protection from money 
is to resist the temptation to buy unneeded 
items. Cautious use of credit is also wise, 
for overextending oneself can lead to fi­
nancial tragedy. 

Money's Protection Limited 
There are now fears that in the United 

States credit expansion has reached dan­
gerous proportions. Private debt has in­
creased 530 percent in the last twenty 
years, and it and all other American debts 
total an astronomical $6,842 for every 
man, woman and child in the United States. 
A reversal in America's economic expan­
sion could be disastrous with such a bur­
den of debt. Many people who now are 
heavily in debt would lose all the material 
things for which they had been living. 

That an economic reversal is not an im­
possibility, but under these conditions is 
even likely, economist Ludwig Von Mises, 
in the book The Theory of Money and 
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Oredit, observes: HCredit expansion initial­
ly can produce a boom. But such a boom 
is bound to end in a slump, in a depres­
sion." 

In the United States a deflationary eco­
nomic collapse centered around the stock 
market wiped out many accumulated for­
tunes a few decades ago. With an inflation­
ary economic collapse 

richly for ,our enjoyment; to work at good, 
to be rich in fine works, to be liberal, ready 
to share, safely treasuring up for them~ 
selves a fine f01.Uldation for the future, in 
order that they may get a firm hold on the 
real life."-l Tim. 6:17-19. 

Building up a righteous standing with 
God, who is the Source of life and all good 

things, is the way to 
money could become 
practically worthless. 
It happened in Ger­
many and China. 
Money's worth is so 
uncertain. It is thus 
not the best protec-

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
lay up safe treasures 
in heaven. It will as~ 
sure you of "real 
life," everlasting life 
in God's new system 
of things; something 
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tion, and for that reason Jesus Christ coun­
seled: "Stop storing up for yourselves 
treasures upon the earth, where moth and 
rust consume, and where thieves break in 
and steal. Rather, store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven ... For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also." 
-Matt. 6: 19·2l. 

To emphasize again the limited protec­
tion that money offers, Jesus told of a cer­
tain rich man who worked har'd and stored 
up tremendous wealth and then said to 
himself: "'Soul, you have many good 
things laid up for many years; take your 
ease, eat, drink, enjoy yourself.' But God 
said to him, 'Unreasonable one, this night 
they are demanding your soul from you. 
Who, then, is to have the things you stored 
up?' So it goes with the man that lays up 
treasure for himself but is not rich toward 
God."-Luke 12:19-21. 

Think of it! All the money of the world's 
richest men cannot preserve them alive to 
enjoy the blessings of life. It cannot even 
give them the health and peace of mind 
that are so important to happiness. The 
worth of money is really limited. The Bi­
ble's counsel is therefore wise: For people 
"to rest their hope, not on uncertain riches, 
but on God, who furnishes us all things 
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no amount of money 
can buy. Illustrating the superior worth of 
wisdom, the Bible proverb says: "Happy is 
the man that has found wisdom, and the 
man that gets discernment, for having it 
as gain is better than having silver as gain 
and having it as produce than gold itself. 
It is a tree of life to those taking hold of 
it, and those keeping fast hold of it are to 
be called happy."-Prov. 3:13, 14, 18. 

There are comparatively few people to~ 
day who appreciate that wisdom and the 
knowledge of God are of greater worth 
than money. But remember, the Bible fore~ 
told this very condition, saying: "In the 
last days . .. men will be ... lovers of mon­
ey." What a tragedy for those who trusted 
in money when, the time soon comes for 
God to exercise his destructive power 
against this wicked system of things! At 
that time money will offer no protection, 
just as when God executed judgment 
against ancient Jerusalem. The Bible fore­
told this, saying: "Into the streets they 
will throw their very silver, and an ab­
horrent thing their own gold will become. 
Neither their silver nor their gold will be 
able to deliver them in the day of Jeho­
vah's fury." Then, not money, but 'wisdom 
itself will preserve alive its owners! 
-2.Tim. 3:1, 2; Ezek. 7:19. 
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FROM all over the world come reports ciety." A look around reveals that the fam­
of the breakdown and disintegration of ily is indeed breaking down! 

the family. Practically everywhere there No longer are marriage bonds held sa­
are soaring divorce rates, desertions, in- ered. Why, in just the United States last 
fidelity, illegitimacy and, in particular, iu- year'there were nearly 450,000 divorces, 
venile misbehavior. No longer do common or an average of close to one divorce every 
interests unite family members, nor do minute! There is no question that mar­
moral standards restrain them. Each mem- riage ties are weakening, Even in countries 
ber often goes his own way with little re- where divorce a short time ago was prac­
gard for the feelings and welfare of others tically nonexistent it is now common. Po­
in the family. land, for example, had virtually no divorce 

The Family Service Association of before the second world war, but in 1950 
America called family breakdown "Arneri- the country had 11,000 divorces, and by 
ca's number one social problem." The de- last year the number had nearly doubled, 
terioration of family life in Canada caused to about 21,000. 
educator Dr. R. W. B. Jackson to predict: Infidelity and premarital sex relations, 
"It is quite possible that by 2014 the family once considered shocking, are now almost 
may disappear as a unit of society, and taken for granted by many. Noted one 
other units based upon age groups and in- New York sociologist, Perry J. Gangloff: 
terests may take its place." "There has been a real change in moral 

Does this seem an exaggeration? Is the behavior .... It is our opinion that in­
problem really that serious? Has the fami- fidelity is now taken as a matter of course." 
ly reached a crisis that may eventually In Britain a committee working in con­
lead to a radical change in its structure? nection with the British Medical Associa­
What does the evidence indicate? tion reported "that promiscuity had be-

Family Breakdown World Wide 
A New York Times headline of July 30, 

1965, read: "JOHNsON DISCERNS CRISIS IN 
FAMILIES." The article said: "President 
Johnson declared today that the family 
unit had collapsed among an alarming 
number of Americans, ... this fundamental 
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come fashionable during the last seven 
years." 

This change in moral behavior is re­
flected in the avalanche of illegitimate 
births. In the United States nearly 250,000 
babies are born to unwed mothers each 
year, which is twice the number reported 
for 1950 and three times what it was in 
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1940. In London, J!;ngland., there were 
8,835 illegitimate births in 1962, or about 
one illegitimacy for every seven births. 
But in Latin America illegitimacy rates 
are even higher. For example, a news dis­
patch from Venezuela reports that 49 per­
cent of the children there are born to un­
wed mothers! 

The breakdown of the family1s also re­
flected in the number of pregnant girls get­
ting married. In Australia premarital preg­
nancies increased by 135 percent in the 
past twenty years. According to, another 
report, two out of three babies born to 
girls under twenty years of age in Britain 
are conceived out of wedlock. And in the 
United States one study showed that where 
both bride and groom were of high school 
age, more than four out of five brides were 
pregnant at the time of the wedding. A 
young girl from a small town in Pennsyl­
vania explained: "I don't think people are 
shocked by much of anything around here 
any more. The kids who don't get preg­
nant, don't get married. It's accepted." 

Throughout a major part of the world 
the situation is similar. The London Sun­
day Times carried the following headline 
last year when reporting on an internation­
al conference dealing with family affairs: 
"46 NATIONS SHARE THE PROBLEM OF Ju­
VENILE SEX.!' The article noted: "There 
was general acceptance among most of the 
representatives of 46 countries attending, 
of premarital intercourse even among boys 
and girls in their early teens." 

A German delegate explained: "Through 
my clinic I have ceased to be shocked about 
anything. I accept that girls go to bed with 
boys either because it is the fashion or 
because they do not want to lose a friend. 
The problem we have to tackle is that 70 
percent of our marriages are now due to 
pregnancy." But gross misbehavior of 
youths is not limited to sexual immorality. 
This is evident by the fact that about 50 
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percent Of all serious crimes in some coun­
tries are committed by youths Wlder 
twenty-one years of age. 

Why the Crisis? 
What is responsible for this shocking 

misbehavior of youth and for the disinte­
gration of the family? Why at this time, 
when man has realized some of his great­
est achievements, should this basic unit 
of civilization be facing a crisis? The an­
swers to these often-asked questions are 
not as difficult to obtain as one might 
think. They are found in the Holy Bible, 
the one you have in your own home. 

In its opening chapters this inspired 
Book contains an accurate record concern­
ing the origin of the hwnan family. It ex­
plains in clear, easy-to-understand terms 
how God created the first man and woman, 
brought them together as husband and 
wife, and instructed them to bear children. 
The family is, therefore, a divine arrange­
ment, being thought out and designed by 
God. Thus, for family life to be a blessing 
to its members, God's instructions relative 
to its operation must be observed.-Gene­
sis chapters 1 and 2. 

But can it honestly be said that families 
today observe God's instructions in direct­
ing their affairs? Do they seek the Bible's 
counsel when difficulties arise? The an· 
swers, to such questions are only too obvi­
ous. The majority of persons ignore th~ 
Bible, considering its counsel out-of-date. 
And whether people are willing to admit 
it or not, it is this failure to heed the in­
struction of the One who originated the 
marriage arrangement that is responsible 
for the family crisis that millions now face. 

Not to be overlooked, too, is the fact that 
Almighty God foretold the present family 
crisis. Pointing forward to "the last days," 
His Word said: "Men will be lovers of 
themselves, ... haughty, blasphemers, dis­
obedient to parents, ... having no natural 
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affection." (2 Tim. 3:1-3) These are the 
very conditions being experienced! The 
present-day fulfillment of Bible prophecies 
such as this one makes clear that we are 
living in "the last days" of this wicked 
system of things. It is a transition period; 
a wicked system is on its way out, soon to 
be replaced by God's righteous new order 
of things. But in the meantime, how can 
families cope with these critical times? 

Coping with the Crisis 
It is only by going to God for instruc­

tion. In his Word the Bible he has pro­
vided the guidance and example man needs. 
As a husband or wife, do you find that dif­
ficulties sometimes arise that cause fric­
tion in your marriage? Then open your 
copy of the Bible and consider its wise ad­
vice. Turn, for example, to Ephesians chap­
ter five. Note what it says in the way of 
counsel to wives: 

"Let wives be in subjection to their hus­
bands as to the Lord, because a husband 
is head of his wife as the Christ also is 
head of the congregation ... In fact, as 
the congregation is in subjection to the 
Christ, so let wives also be to their hus­
bands in everythin6' .... The wife shOUld 
have deep respect for her husband."-Eph. 
5: 22-24, 33. 

God originally created woman to be 
man's helper, "as a complement of him." 
(Gen. 2:18) He realized that in the close 
marriage union one party had to be vested 
with the authority of making decisions and 
directing family affairs. And a wife who 
is honest with herself will admit that she 
was not designed for this role, but that 
her husband was. So by heeding God's wise 
counsel, subjecting herself to her husband 
even as the Christian congregation does to 
Christ, a wife will find real contentment 
and satisfaction. 

But to as'sure happiness, husbands, too, 
must apply God's instructions. Notice in 
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this same chapter of Ephesians the fine 
counsel the Bible gives to them: "Hus­
bands, continue loving your wives, just as 
the Christ also loved the congregation and 
delivered up himself for it ... In this way 
husbands ought to be loving their wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself, for no man ever hated his 
own flesh; but he feeds and cherishes it, as 
the Christ also does the congregation ... 
let each one of you individually so love his 
wife as he does himself." -Eph. 5: 25-29, 
33. 

Humans naturally seek their own bodily 
comfort, cherishing and feeding them­
selves. The Bible says that husbands 
should exhibit this same consideration for 
their wives, copying the perfect example 
that Jesus set in demonstrating love for 
his congregation of followers. A husband 
can do this by showing respect for his 
wife's feelings and wishes, even as he does 
his own. He can also demonstrate love by 
taking an interest in the things his wife 
does around the house, and by compliment­
ing her and expressing appreciation. God's 
counsel to husbands and wives is indeed 
practical! 

However, to avoid trouble in the family 
the children, too, must be raised properly. 
The One who designed the family also gave 
instruction on how this should be done. 
Turn in your Bible to Deuteronomy chap­
ter six, verses six and seven, and observe 
carefully what God said on the matter: 
"These words that I am commanding you 
today must prove to be on your heart; and 
you must inculcate them in your son and 
speak of them when you sit in your house 
and when you walk on the road and when 
you lie down and when you get up." 

-Did you notice how parents are to guard 
their children from wrongdoing? It is by 
regularly teaching them God's Word. Yes, 
by inculcating in them the righteous prin­
ciples found in the Bible. And who is to 
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take the lead in giving this instruction? 
God's Word says: "You, father8, d,o not ~ 
irritating your children, but go on bring­
irig them up in the discipline and authori .. 
tative advice of Jehovah." (Eph. 6:4) Fail­
ure to heed these clear, easy-to-Wlderstand 
instructions has led to a crisis in family 
We. It is just as the Bible warned: "The 
rod and reproof are what give wisdom; 
but a boy let on the loose will be causing 
his mother shame."-Prov. 29:15. 

Bible Counsel in Operation 
That God's counsel is just as practical 

today as when it was recorded is being 
demonstrated by hundreds of thousands of 
families the world over. They are follow­
ing God's instructions, and this draws 
them together in love for one another and 
love for God. When the wife is in subjec­
tion to her husband, and the husband 
shows love for his wife, and when both of 
them work together to train their children, 
the falllily is not threatened by a crisis. 

Consider, for example, such a family in 
Brooklyn, New York, -where crime and de­
linquency are probably as bad as anywhere 
in the world. In this particular family the 
father takes the lead in seeing that his wife 
and five school-age children are provided 
not only with necessary physical food but 
also with instruction from God's Word the 
Bible. The evening meal, for instance, is 
a regular time of happy fellowship and in­
struction. How so? 

Well, first of all, before eating, thanks­
giving is expressed to God. It is not a 
mechanical prayer, but is a sincere fxpres­
sion that impresses upon the children that 
the family is dependent upon God for the 
good things of life. During the meal the 
children are encouraged to express them­
selves regarding what they learned at 
school or things they have done. Often the 
father will review the family. usually in 
connection with a Bible text that they have 
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previously discussed. The children enjoy 
this, and sometimes will come to the table 
prepared in advance for such a quiz from 
dad. 

This family also sets aside time at least 
one evening a week when they read the 
Bible together. On these occasions oppor­
tunities are afforded to impress upon the 
children the value of living morally upright 
lives, and the importance of cultivating 
qualities such as honesty, integrity, loyalty 
and truthfulness. On other evenings games 
are played, or sometimes the parents teach 
their children practical arts. The mother 
has already taught each child, from the 
youngest, the ten-year-old girl, to the old~ 
est, the seventeen~year-old boy. how to 
iron his clothes and sew them, as well 
as how to bake and cook. The result of 
taking such a genuine interest in their 
children 4as been a close and happy family. 

When God long ago said that parents 
should teach their children when they 'sit 
in the house,' 'walk on the road,' 'lie down,' 
and 'get up,' He knew that this inte~st 
and concern would unite the family. He 
also knew that in time the fruitage of such 
instruction would be upright, integrity~ 
keeping citizens, an honor both to their 
parents and to God, When Bible instruc­
tions are heeded the family is indeed a 
blessed arrangement that brings joy and 
satisfaction to everyone concerned! 

True, family life now faces a crisis, and 
worldly experts are in a quandary as to 
what to do. But present world conditions 
will not always be this way. In fact, farni~ 
ly breakdown is part of the sign that in­
dicates that this wicked system of things 
will soon be destroyed by God, to be re­
placed by His righteous Inew order of 
things. Only families that apply God's in~ 
structions will then remain. 0 what a hap­
py time that will be! Never again will di­
vorce, immorality or juvenile delinquency 
cause a family crisis. 
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Why t 

"'." 

"THE nations at"the'.,; 
world are behay.( 

statesmen see no way out 
except bloodshed. One 

_ . .,..writer who interviewed 
,. men in authority through­

out this area stated: , .-
. ''Twice I have asked Nas-

ing ... like mentally ill 
patients who see their prob­
lems and select means to 
solve them that merely ag­
gravate them," declared a 
psychiatrist. 

WORLD 
WIDE? 

ser personally if he sees 
any hope for a peaceful 
settlement with Israel. 
Both times he answered 
with one word 'No.' I got 
the same answer from J or­
dan's King Hussein. With­
in the last month I have 
asked Arab and Israeli 
cabinet ministers, Ameri­
can diplomats and U.N. 
officials in the Middle East A newspaper editor simi­

larly observed: "We live 
these days in a world where the 
prime motive of men seems to 
be strife, hatred and suspicion. There seem 
to be few places in the world where men 
are content to live in peace. Democracy 
hates Communism and vice versa and both 
sides are willing to bankrupt the world and 
risk world catastrophe to come out on top 
-if there is a top .... the fury of racism 
rages on two continents with both sides 
doing everything possible to infuriate 
each other .... Even the top scientists 
of our day are busy creating new weapons 
to blow the world to pieces faster." 

These pointed comments on world tur­
moil were made several years ago. At that 
time tensions were not as pronotmced as 
they are now. Today, in 1965, the inter­
national situation has reached the explo-
sive stage! 

Areas of Strife Abound 
A partial survey of danger spots in the 

world verifies the fact of widespread and 
increasing world trouble. 

In the Middle East, for example, ten­
sions steadily motmt. Many experienced 
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if there is any hope of real 
peace. Invariably they an­
swered, 'Of course not ... ab­

solutely not ... certainly not.' "-Life, 
June 18, 1965. 

In the same area, on the Mediterranean 
island of Cyprus, another critical situation 
continues to smolder. Greeks and Turks 
oppose each other, with no solution in 
sight acceptable to both. Of this highly 
dangerous situation and of the Israeli cri­
sis, the Vancouver, Canada, Province of 
February 12, 1965, said: "When two races 
hate one another the way Turks hate 
Greeks and Arabs hate Jews, the breach 
cannot be repaired in a single generation. 
And meantime, someone else has to be em­
ployed to keep them apart. This is the sad 
tale, in synopsis, of the excessively-troubled 
Middle East today. No easy solution is in 
sight to end the bitterness." 

Farther eastward India and Pakistan 
continue to shed blood over disputed Kash­
mir and over the area known as the Rann 
of Kutch. Each claims the other infringes 
on her territory. Of the Kashmir dispute 
an editorial entitled "Tension in Kashmir," 
printed in the New York Times of Jtme 22, 
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1965, noted: "So long as the subcontinent 
is divided between India and Pakistan, 
Kashmir will be a source of contention. 
Moreover, it involves that always danger­
ous communal problem-the relations be­
tween Moslem and Hindu .... The problem 
has thus far proved insoluble. Neither side 
wiil budge." 

Added to India's troubles is the' fact that 
in late 1962 her armies were pounded by 
large Chinese Communist forces, which 
swiftly sliced through disputed border 
areas. These Chinese armies, still poised in 
the Himalayan mountains, remain a con­
stant threat, causing India to divert much 
needed resources from critical domestic 
projects in order to build her military 
machine. 

In the Congo, rebellion continues to sim_ ' 
mer. In Korea armed camps stare uneasily 
across the truce line. Berlin provides a 
continuing source of tension. The Domini­
can Republic crisis, where United States 
armed forces intervened to help quell what 
many viewed as a popular uprising against 
an unpopular government, has added ten­
sions to the entire Western Hemisphere. 
Also in that part of the world the animosi­
ty between Cuba and the United States 
continues as a painful open sore. 

Alliances and partnerships that seemed 
to provide security til the past have recent­
ly begun to break down. NATO, SEATO 
and CENTO have received stunning set­
backs, severely limiting their effectiveness. 
The Common Market in Europe has been 
staggered by the opposition of France's 
Charles de Gaulle, who strongly disagrees 
with some of the group's policies. Even the 
Communist "bloc" of nations has been rent 
with tension-producing divisions. 

Asian Tension Explodes 
The gravest tension spot, one threaten­

ing to engulf mankind in world war, exists 
in Asia. The implications of this crisis 
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make thinki~ men shudder as the safety 
of mankind is jeopardized more each pass­
ing day. 

Not just a "cold war," but a "hot war" 
rages in Vietnam. This bitter and ugly con­
flict grows in intensity daily. The United 
States escalates its commitment in men 
and material to back the South Vietnamese 
succession of goverrunents. Tens of thou­
sands of American troops have already 
poured into that war-ravaged land, and 
many more, perhaps hundreds of thou­
sands, are to be sent. 

The Communist-backed forces, called the 
Viet Cong by Westerners, receive assis­
tance from North Vietnam and also from 
Communist China, which country looms 
ominously to the north with her vast re­
source of manpower, having a population 
of about 700,000,000, and which now pos­
sesses the atomic bomb. 

As both sides continue to pour in addi­
tional men and equipment, the situation 
builds toward a disastrous showdown. Al­
ready thousands of lives have been sacri­
ficed and, as United States President John­
son declared, the conflict "will get worse 
before it gets better."-New York Times, 
July 11, 1965. 

United Nations Role 
Is there not a means for settling world 

disputes such as the critical one in Viet­
nam? Has not the United Nations, with a 
membership of 114 cOWltries, been de­
signed to lessen such tensions? In theory, 
yes, but in actual practice the United Na­
tions today finds itself rendered practically 
useless as an agency for settling world 
crises. More and more the tendency is for 
nations to ignore the United Nations and 
to use their own means of solving problems. 

Due to this tendency U.N. Secretary­
General U Thant warned: "The world or-
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ganization will turn into a debating society 
if its slow progress toward stability and 
world peace is further reversed." He said 
that events in 1965 have "tended to undere 

mine the position of the U.N. as the pri­
mary agency for maintaining international 
peace."-New York Sunday News, May 23, 
1965. 

Bible Explains Rising Tensions 
It is admitted that the efforts of men 

and nations to stem the rising tide of ten­
sion are failing. What, then, does the fu­
ture hold? What are the prospects of such 
tensions easing, of peace and stability re­
turning to the world? Indeed, why is such 
trouble upon us in the first place? 

When we turn to the opinions of world 
leaders and other prominent men for an­
swers to these vital questions, there is no 
agreement. This should make the God­
fearing person realize that he has reached 
a ,human limitation: man cannot foretell 
the future, nor explain why the best of 
efforts fail. To determine accurately what 
the reasons are for world tension and what 
the future really ho)ds, one must turn to 
the only source that provides such an­
swers, a source most people have right in 
their own homes, the Holy Bible. 

Again and again the Bible's remarkable 
foretelling of international events stamps 
it as above human origin, as the product 
of a mind far superior to man's. This is so 
because its author is man's Creator, Jeho­
vah God. God inspired holy men to record 
in the Bible his will and purposes, as well 
as much history written in advance. This 
he did so that those fearing him could al­
ways be informed of the meaning behind 
world events. It is also true of our day. 
The Bible has recorded in advance details 
of current history, of current world ten­
sions, so that godly persons would know 
why such difficult times were upon them 
and what the outcome would be. 
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Of our day the Bible, in amazing detail, 
tells us: "In the last days critical times 
hard to deal with will be here. For men 
will be lovers of themselves, lovers of mon­
ey, self-asstuning, haughty, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloy· 
aI, having no natural affection, not open 
to any agreement, slanderers, without self. 
control, fierce, without love of goodness, 
betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with 
pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lov­
ers of God."-2 Tim. 3:1-4. 

What an accurate description of present· 
day world woes! But will such trying times 
subside in the immediate future? No, for 
those who produce them "will advance 
from bad to worse," the Bible foretells. 
(2 Tim. 3:13) This means that shortly 
world tensions will reach a critical point 
never before experienced in human history. 

The Bible also explains why this is so. 
lt is because God's great adversary is near­
ing his end and is doing all he can either 
to rule the earth or to ruin it. This adver­
sary is the rebellious spirit creature Sa­
tan the Devil. For 6,000 years he has 
plagued mankind, but much more so in 
these "last days." With reference to these 
times we are told: "Down the great dragon 
was hurled, the original serpent, the one 
called Devil and Satan, who is misleading 
the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled 
down to the earth, and his angels were 
hurled down with him .... Woe for the 
earth and for the sea, because the Devil 
has come down to you, having great anger, 
knowing he has a short period of time." 
-Rev. 12:9, 12. 

Yes, at the beginning of these "last 
days" Satan and his demon angels were 
cast out of their heavenly habitation down 
to the vicinity of the earth. He knows that 
action means his near end. That is the real 
reason behind mounting world tensions. Sa­
tan and his demon hordes are nearing the 
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end of the time allotted to them. by God, 
as is Satan's entire system of things, so he 
is intent on stirring up world clIaos at an 
accelerated pace, That is just ~at is tak .. 
ing place today: 

We cannot escape it. We live in the "last 
days," not of humankind, but of this wick­
ed system of things. as Jesus Christ fore­
told so clearly. (Matthew chapter 24, Mark 
chapter 13, Luke chapter 21) History veri­
fies that our generation is indeed an un­
usual one in history. The New York 
Times Magazine of May 2, 1965, report­
ed: "Most historians now agree that the 
19th century came to its end a little later 
than the calendar prescribed. It was not 
the organized festivities of 1900 but rather 
the organized hostilities of 1914 that de­
cisively concluded a chapter in hwnan his­
tory .... Then came the deluge and blood­
bath." Yes, it was the year 1914, with its 
World War I, that opened these blood­
drenched, chaotic and tension-filled "last 
days" foretold by Jesus and the inspired 
Bible writers. 

When Tensions Will End 
The "last days" or "time of the end" 

means just that. It does not mean an in­
definitely prolonged period of tension and 
pain~ It means a very definitely limited pe­
riod of time, with a clear begilming, 1914, 
and a clear end, You should be thrilled to 
know that the end of these "last days" is 
positively in sight! As Jesus foretold at 
Matthew 24:34, it will be in "this genera­
tion." 

So while world tensions will mount, they 
will quickly reach their peak, at which 
time Jehovah God, the C'reator of man 
and earth, will assert his almighty power 
and bring to an end all world tension and 
all those causing\it, both men and devils. 
His firm promise is: "The wicked ones he 
will annihilate."-Ps. 145:20; Rev. 20:1-3. 
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This annihilation of wickedness anti 
wicked ones "by an act of God will not be 
turned aside or slowed down. It comes on 
apace. At that time God wjlJ bring thJs 
system of things to its end and will replace 
it with the one, universal government he 
has promised in his Word. That govern­
ment is his kingdom, to be ruled over by a 
tried, proved, just and loving king, Jesus 
Christ, in heavenly glory, beyond influence 
or corruption by any earthling. It is this 
marvelous government that will bring such 
great benefits to all mankind under its 
rule that Jesus taught us to pray for when 
he said: "Let your kingdom come. Let 
your will take place, as in heaven, also 
Upon earth."-Matt. 6:9, 10. 

Never again will earth's rulership be 
given back into the hands of selfish men, 
for "the God of heaven will set up a king­
dom [in heaven under Christ] that will 
never be brought to ruin. And the kingdom 
itself will not be passed on to any other 
people. It will crush and put an end to all 
these kingdoms, and it itself will stand to 
times indefinite."-Dan. 2:44. 

When that kingdom crushes all earthly 
opposition shortly, those who respect God 
and his Word will be preserVed alive right 
through that time of desolation. The Bible 
promises: "The righteous themselves will 
possess the earth, and they will reside for­
ever upon it." (Ps. 37:29) Under the rule 
of God's kingdom all tensions will forever 
disappear. Mankind will pass from one re­
freshing and upbuilding experience to an­
other, throughout eternity. 

Until the time that God brings an end 
to tension, it will continue to build to its 
climax. So \\-ill the accompanying crime 
and violence. Hence, it means that sensible 
persons will want to give consideration to 
What they can do to protect themselves in 
such dangerous times. 
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parts of the earth. Comment· 
ing on their frequency, the 
magazine Scientific American 

said In its issue of September 
1950: "Major quakes used to 

occur in clusters, each period of 
activity being followed by a rest 

W
HEN an earthquake ripped through Chile period. Since 1948, the pattern has entered 
in April of this year, it demolished two a new phase, with approximately one great 
earthen dams above the village of EI quake a year." 

Cobre, releasing a wall of water that quickly Since 1960 major earthquakes hilve aver-
buried the village and its inhabitants under aged more than one a year. Chile was hit 
a thick layer of mud. The shock and anguish by four major shocks in 1960, killing 5,700 
of the survivors who dug frantically for their persons. Another great quake shattered 
buried families is a common feature of great Agadlr, Morocco, the same year, bringing 
earthquakes. It can be Seen wherever they strike death to 12,000 persons. Two years later 
in the world. In a matter of seconds they trans- Iran was jolted by a major quake that 
form towns and cities into heaps of tangled killed at least 10,000 persons. Skopje, Yugo· 
ruins, burying hundreds of people and mak- slavia, shuddered under the blow of a great 
lng thousands of stunned survivors homeless. quake in 1963 that destroyed four·fifths of the 
Bringing terror and grief, they leave an city. In the same year a devastating series 
impression that is not easily erased. of quakes leveled 80 percent of the Libyan 

The power of great earthquakes is aston· town of EI Marj, killing 300 persons and injuring 
ishing, making man feel utterly helpless and 500. 
extremely inSignificant. The great earthquake The' third·greatest quake recorded in the past 
that staggered Alaska in 1964 unleashed 400 sixty years is the one that rocked Alaska in 
times more energy than all the nuclear bombs 1964, registering 8.4 on the Richter scale. 
man has exploded. When such mighty forces Another hit TaiWan the same year, the 
repeatedly wreak havoc upon man, it is only worst in twenty years for that country. In 
natural to wonder if there is some significance 1965, the quake that hit EI Cobre and other 
to the disasters;- towns in Chile caused damage estimated 

During the past fifty years the frequency of at $200 million, Later ig May another major 
destructive earthquakes of great size has been quake shook San Salvador in El Salvador, 
most distressing for mankind. In 1920 the Kansu doing a great amount of damage. 
province of China was hit by a quake that Along with other troubles of great mag-
snuffed out at least 180,000 lives In the first of nitude that have struck this generation since 

1914, these frequent earthquakes of major sizE' 
t~ree shocks; ?~ineSe statistics claim casual- in one place aft{'r another are most significant. 
!les of one mIllIon. I~ 1923 Tokyo, Japan, This can be seen from the Bible prophecy In 
was shaken by a maJor quake that caused which Jesus Christ ml'ntioned them as part of 
the deaths of 143,000 people and property dam- the "sign" marking the "conclusion" of the 
age amounting to four and a half billion present system of things. For these days Jesus 
dollars. In 1935 a great quake in Qut'tta, foretold; "There will be earthquakes in one 
India, took the lives of 60,000 people. In 1939 place after another." <Mark 13:8; Matt. 24:3) 
Erzingan, Turkey, was hit, with 23.000 Since 1914 great earthquakes have been occurring 
persons dying. Mountains were ripped to in one place after another in a magnitude that 
pieces in Assam, India, in 1950 when it was far exceeds the thousands of usual tremors that 
jolted by the second·most·violent quake to be are recorded eVf'ry year. This indicates we are 
recorded. It reached 8.6 on the Gutenberg·Richter in the very significant time about which Jesus 
scale used by seismologists, foretold. Such distressing >'events mean that 

And so the record continues, with great we are on the threshold of a new system of 
earthquakes repeatedly striking in various things of God's maklng.-Luke 21:28. 
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HOW TO 

PROTECT YOURSELF 
FROM 

WE LIVE in a world where theft, 
rape and assault at the hands of 

criminals, delinquents and perverts are 
cfitily occurrences. Far from being a prob­
lem limited to one nation, this has caused 
law-abiding citizens the world over to fear 
what the future will bring in the way of 
crime and violence. In one world capital 
the population has increased 5 percent in 
seven years, but the nwnber of crimes com­
mitted annually has soared 137 percent. 
People wonder what they can do to pro­
tect themselves and their families from 
lawbreaking and assault. 

Fear has motivated many .persons to 
um. themselves with pistols, knives, small 
:ear-gas guns and other weapons. They 
JSually conceal these on their person, 
~eady for use if needed. However, such 
.veapons have serious drawbacks. In many 
llaces concealed weapons are illegal. Even 
where they are lawful, ,the use of these 
devices by an amateur is -risky, often provM 
ing to be more dangerous to the user arid, 
innocent bystanders than to the attacker. 
And there is always the danger that perM 
sons possessing such weapons will use 
them in a moment of excitement or anger 
and cause injury or death needlessly. This 
is not to say, though, that there is noth­
ing persons can do to protect themselves 
amidst these worsening world conditions. 
There are some basic aml. practical sugM 

gestions for self Mprotection that can prove 
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invaluable to people of all ages, living in 
all parts of the world, especially where the 
crime rate is high. 

Sound Advice for Self.Protection 
Of much greater value than weapons for 

selfMprotection are good sense, reasonable­
ness and foresigfii. Many attacks and 
rObberies could have been avoided if the 
victims had taken the precaution of using 
weI -lighted d e otr eled s 'e . UsuM 
ally crime does not flourish in the light. 
Before you walk down a street or corridor 
in a dangerous locality, check to see if it 

-IS sufficiently lighted. If not, is there anM 
other way you could go, even though it 
might take a few minutes longer? Those 
few extra minutes taken so as to travel 
in the light and out of the darkness and 
shadows could mean the difference be~ 

tween your being attacked and your ar: 
riving at your destination safely. Many 
crimes are committed at night, so if you 
can avoid it, you may find that it is best 

.,!lot to be out late- by yourself. 
If at all possible ... have a companion wher. 

you go out at night, or at any time of thE 
daY'when 'y6(nfo through" areas known to 
abound in crime and violence. Avoid 
groups loitering on sidewalks and su;r. 
cious individuals lurking in doorways or 
in the shadows close to buildings, even 
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crossing the street if necessary to keep 
clear of the danger. If you must gQ to a 
dangerous section of town alone, it may 
prove to be a protection if you identify 
yourself, as in the case of a Christian min­
ister's carrying a Bible in his hand. In view 
of world conditions, to become careless 
about these matters is to invite disaster. 

Forethought can be exercised in the mat­
ter of dress. What image will you create if 
you travel a crime-ridden area in your best 
clothing? If your clothing attracts atten­
tion, would it be surprising for a thief to 
conclude that you are a source of easy 
money? Similarly, the wise person does not 
vainly parade his wealth when he opens 
his wallet. Women, too, should bear in 
mind that modest attire lessens the like­
lihood of sexual assault. A woman can be 
sure that sensual clothing that is de­
signed to reveal and excite will do just that 
to depraved criminals. 

Good sense also suggests that one avoid 
irritating people. When walking down the 
street or when traveling on trains and 
buses, do not stare at people. Often fugi­
tives, the mentally deranged and people 
under the influence of stimulants become 
nervous and dangerous when other indi­
viduals gaze at them. The sound Biblical 
advice is: "Make it your aim to live quietly 
and to mind your own business." (1 Thess. 
4:11) AlsQ, try not to antagonize people 
by what you say, be they drunkards, beg­
gars or thrill-seeking youths. If you must 
speak, remember the Bible's counsel: "An 
answer, when mild, turns away rage, but 
a word causing pain makes anger to come 
up." It further advises, "be gentle toward 
all."-Prov. 15:1; 2 Tim. 2:24. 

As crime does not thrive in the light, so 
too it is often thwarted by noise. Police 
officials advise that when assault victims 
make a commotion, assailants usually flee, 
since the last thing they want is to have 
attention called to their dastardly deeds. 
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Some people carry a police whistle for this 
purpose. Others take advantage of the pro­
tection that a dog may provide inside and 
outside the home. This has little to do with 
how ferocious the dog appears. The excit­
ed yaps of a little poodle may draw as 
much attention as the barks of a German 
shepherd. 

Women, when threatened with rape, 
should remember to scream. In fact, a basic 
rule for women confronted with this situa­
tion could be simply stated: Scream, and 
keep on screaming! Even under the Mosaic 
law it was acknowledged that a woman 
who really wanted to resist an assault 
would scream. (Deut. 22: 23-27) Remem­
ber, noise is an effective defensive weapon. 

The Power of Speech and Prayer 
The voice can also be used in another 

way. In some situations persons have been 
able to reason with their would-be assail­
ants. Recently two young women were in 
an automatic laundry when a man came in 
and herded them at gunpoint into a room 
in the rear of the building. He ordered 
them to undress. They refused, praying 
aloud to Jehovah God for help. Finally they 
told the now-confused gunman that they 
were Jehovah's witnesses and that it was 
against their religious belief to do what 
he was demanding; they would not do it 
even if he shot them. Result? The frus­
trated gunman fled from the two coura­
geous women. 

When material possessions are threat­
ened by a bandit or gunman, people react 
in different ways. Some resist and are suc­
cessful; others, when resisting, are killed. 
The Christian whose life is dedicated to 
Jehovah realizes that his valuables cannot 
compare with the importance of his health 
and life. Material possessions, he may well 
reason BiblicallY, are not worth one's hav­
ing to be taken to the hospital or to the 
cemetery. 
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One Christian minister was eonfrOnted 
with a man who drew a knife on him. 
lIGive me your moneyt the bandit de­
manded. "I'll be glad to," said the minis­
ter, handing over his wallet, "but I have 
IIOmething far more valuable than money 
flJr you." "What's that?" "I have words 
of everlasting life." The minister then 
slowly began to talk to the robber about 
God's promise for a better system of 
things. Amazed, the criminal apologized 
and returned the stolen wallet. Unafraid, 
the minister made arrangements to visit 
the man, and in time a Bible study wag 
started with him in his home. 

Many times the sight of a Bible or even 
a Bible-study aid will dissuade a robber. 
Christians should not be afraid to talk 
about Jehovah and his Word to those who 
seek to do wrong.-Prov. 18: 10. 

Protection lor Children 
As important as self-protection is to 

most parents so is the urgent need to pro­
vide proper direction and protection for 
their children. When violence comes to 
youngsters, it is often from depraved sex 
deviates. Many parents appreciate that the 
prevention of sex crimes against their chil­
dren begins with proper forewarning of 
them at home. Dr. Fredric Wertl1am, psy­
chiatrist and expert on the psychology of 
violence, said: "Many of our most brutal 
crimes could have been so simply prevent­
ed-if only their child victims had been 
taught to beware of elementary dangers. 
The dangers of lonely places, of men and 
boys who showed signs of molesting them. 
Many parents are reluctant to give this 
kind of instruction to children, but today 
it is negligent to omit it." 

The Bible commands parents to 'train 
up a child according to the way for him.' 
(Prov. 22:6) Current world conditions ne­
cessitate that child training include warn­
ings as to the physical dangers that exist. 
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Wise parents caution their children against 
going off with strangers without receiving 
the consent of their parents, especially 
when offered bribes of money or candy. 
Some parents have instituted the "under­
no-circumstance" rule. Following it, their 
children would under no circumstance ac­
cept rides from strangers or enter a stran­
ger's house without first asking permission 
from their father or mother. When ex­
plaining these matters to your children, 
even if it is when they are just four or 
five years of age, it is wise not to frighten 
them, but let them know that allowing old­
er men or boys to fondle and pet them can 
lead to wrong familiarity and even to phys­
ical hurt. 

Show your children that this is a serious 
matter, possibly asking them questions as 
to what they would do under certain cir­
cumstances and allowing them opportunity 
to question you as to the reason such cau­
tion is necessary. Then you can follow up 
your instructions by exercising care as to 
the whereabouts of your children, mak­
ing sure that, even when they are play­
ing, they are with others. In the matter 
of protecting them from crime and vio­
lence, much will depend on the instruction 
and oversight you provide. 

The Home and Automobile 
Protection for the family also involves 

making sure that they are safe when they 
are at home. It has been said tha,.! the key 
to your safety may well be the one that 
works the lock on your door, or the chain 
that keeps the door from swinging open. 
Where crime is prevalent, many find it 
wise to secure their house or apartment 
with reliable locks on all doors and win­
dows, including those leading to their base. 
ment, locks that cannot be opened with a 
simple playing card or screwdriver. When 
moving into a different home, many per­
sons have the old locks replaced; and when 
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getting new keys made, they see that no 
duplicates are made that can be used by 
Wlauthorized persons to gain entrance to 
their home. Before allowing someone ad­
mittance into your home, have the person i 

identify himself. Jesus advised Christians 
to be "cautious as serpents and yet inno­
cent as doves," and by extension this prin­
ciple could apply to safeguarding one's 
home and family.-Matt. 10:16. 

Added protection can be obtained by tak­
ing simple precautions to discourage rob­
bery or sexual attack. If you have your 
drapes, curtains or shades drawn at night 
when disrobing, you will block the view 
of any roving eyes. Additionally, thieves 
travel about at night looking for Wllighted 
houses or ones that give signs that the 
residents are not at home. By leaving a 
lamp lit or a radio playing when you go 
out for the evening, yoU can give the im­
pression that the house is occupied. 

It would also be the course of wisdom in 
certain areas to take some protective steps 
when you are in an automobile. One safety 
measure that can easily be used when trav­
eling in dangerous or WlfamiIiar areas is 
to have the doors locked so they cannot be 
opened from the outside and the windows 
closed or rolled up far enough to prevent 
anyone from reaching through an open 
window and grabbing one of the occupants. 
Men have been known to enter cars wait­
ing for a traffic light. If anyone approaches 
your car menacingly, put the car in mo­
tion as soon as possible. 

When parking your automobile, do not 
leave valuables or clothing on the seats. 
These items should be put in the glove 
compartment, trunk or some place where 
they are protected from searching eyes. 
Leaving the automobile parked in a well­
lighted area also serves as a discourage­
ment to thieves and decreases the possibili­
ty of your being attacked when entering 
or leaving it. 
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Even though these sensible precautions 
are needed, it is not healthy to live in con­
stant dread of attack that can keep people 
in nervous, fearful seclusion. Balanced per 
sons are cautious and follow reasonabJ, 
safety measures, but at the same time thn' 
continue to live active lives. They will thu 
'let their reasonableness become knoW] 
to all men.'-Phil. 4:5. 

What Does the Future Hold? 
But some may ask, Will crime and vio­

lence continue to darken our lives indefi­
nitely? If we Wlderstand the basic cause 
of the turbulent world conditions, the dark­
ness of the future will disappear. The ris­
ing tide of crime and violence is part of 
the "increasing of lawlessness," which Je­
sus Christ foretold as one of the evidences 
that would identify the "last days" with its 
"critical times hard to deal with." (Matt. 
24:12; 2 Tim. 3:1) Even though the crime 
rate increases for a while longer, we have 
God's guarantee that He will shortly in­
stitute a righteous system of things. 

In that perfect new order under God's 
kingdom we will not have to worry about 
criminals and assailants, for God will allow 
only law-abiding persons to remain alive. 
Jehovah will direct earth's affairs by 
means of his King, Jesus Christ, and "righ­
teousness is what the inhabitants of the 
productive land will certainly learn." Locks 
will be a thing of the past. Young and old 
will live together in peace and security. 
Children will play outside with no fear of 
being molested. The extent of the peace 
and safety is indicated by the promise that 
a little boy will be able to play even with 
lions and leopards. Yes, God assures us, 
"They will not do any harm or cause any 
ruin in all my holy mountain; because the 
earth will certainly be filled with the 
knowledge of Jehovah as the waters are 
covering the very sea."-Isa. 26:9; 11:6~9. 

AWAKE! 
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L
oss of faith is growing-loss of faith 
in God loss of faith in the Bible, loss 

of faith in the chW'ches. Though many still 
profess belief in God and in the B1.ble and 
even belong to a church, their faith is 
minimal and hardly affects their daily life. 
Many persons are putting more/faith in 
science than in religion. Historians who 
disagree on many other P?ints agree that. 
the influence of the churches today is less 
than in the memory of any living man. 
Take a look at the widespread loss of faith. 

From South Africa comes this report: 
"The empty church is the evil symptom 
of degeneration in our time."l In North 
America religion's loss of influence is re­
flected by a shortage of clergymen, wi.th 
seminary rolls declining, as youths see less 
church influence. "Nobody 'Pays m.uch at­
tention to ministers any more,"2 is the 
blunt comment of a thirty-two-year-old 
man, trained at a seminary but who now 
chooses to work at a steel mill. 

Turning to Europe, one finds virtuallY 
empty churches, with general religious 
apathy. Thus after American cleric Nor­
man Vincent Peale visited Europe, he 
wrote: "It appears that church-going and 
religious practice are in decline .... In En­
gland, for example, one clergyman told 
me he had not seen a full chW'ch on a Sun~ 
day in years, or for that matter 'a half­
full church either,' he glwnly added .... 
Going across Protestant Eng\and to Catho~ 
lie France and Italy one becomes aware 
that churches, especially old ones, have 
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become more like historical monuments, 
you might say, rather than vital spiritual 
infiuences."3 

The Italian magazine ABC confirms that 
impression by reporting that the number 
of Catholics who adhere to the preseribed 
religious functions are few: "One or two 
percent at the most of the obligated ones 
adhere to a rigorous obsen'ance. This de­
cline of religion affects all Christian coun­
tries, and it is not the prerogative of just 
the Catholic countries .... The Churches 
are being deserted."~ 

Wi.th the churehe.~ bei.ng, de.~rte.d, it is 
not surprising that in Germany the news~ 
paper Die Welt (The World) published an 
article saying: "Liberal sociologists such 
as orthodox clergymen speak quite openly 
of a general fading away of faith."~ Small 
wonder German philosopher Gerhard See­
czesny declared: "One good salesman ... 
might well be capable of converting the 
European masses to Islam. "6 

Viewing the world religious scene, Rabbi 
Arthur Lelyveld, a leader of the Jewish 
Reconstructionist movement, declared: 
"Religion is simply no longer an effective 
force in our society."; 

Why this loss of faith and church in­
fluence throughout the world? 

Churchmen Find Churches to Blome 
As clergymen admit, the cause of this 

loss of faith lies largely with the chUrches 
themselves. Thus, in Gennany, a booklet 
published by the Office of the Lutheran 
Church in KUl'hes";;en-Wa1d~k, Ca'Y:?el, 
said: "The majority of our people are 
members of the Church, but are really un-
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believers .... Church services have of­
fered them stones instead of bread .... The 
spark of faith perhaps still alive in them 
has been smothered by their association 
with the Church."s 

In Scandinavia the loss of faith is re­
flected by the words of Danish Dean 
Nepper-Christensen, who is quoted as-'say­
ing at an annual meeting of the Church 
Alliance: "The churches stand more or less 
empty .... The message of the church 
leaves the people cold."9 

And in lands where churches still have 
many members, churchmen question the 
conviction of their members. Recently 
Time magazine commented that 65,000,-
000 Americans claim to be Protestants, ex­
plaining: "Ministers fear that their con­
gregations are no more committed to the 
church than to the country club."'" And 
why is this? Because the churches have be­
come in effect glorified social clubs, as 
admitted by E. Digby Baltzell, author of 
The Protestant Establishment: "We, espe­
cially men and college graduates, are real­
izing that the church and synagogue are 
becoming places to meet rather than places 
of worship. It is, therefore, religious in­
stitutions and their leaders who are doing 
most to drive religion out of American 
life. "11 

Rather than the Bible being at fault for 
this loss of faith. it is the churches them­
selves. But why are church leaders being 
accused of 'smothering faith'? Why are 
the churches not building faith in God? 

Clergy Undermine Faith in Bible 
Foremost among the reasons for the 

loss of faith is the clergy's downgrading of 
the Bible and substituting for it conflicting 
human philosophies. When religious lead­
ers teach that many of the Bible's accounts 
are myths, is it any wonder that loss of 
faith follows? Religious leaders have wa­
tered down Bible teaching with evolution, 

22 

psychology and tradition. In fact. in Aus­
tralia a church authority said "Anglican 
tradition" was replacing Scripture as doc­
trine in the Church of England.12 Because 
they have got so far away from the Bible, 
many no longer look upon the clergy as 
men of God, as those teaching God's Word. 

Some say that they have lost faith be­
cause the Bible is not modern and that the 
message of the churches leaves the~ cold. 
But what are the real facts? That the cler­
gy. in order to please modern man, have 
"modernized" their message by psycholo­
gy. by adding evolution and other stories 
and by discarding Bible prophecies and 
other Bible accounts they consider 'myths.' 
It is this "modernized" message that leaves 
the people cold! It has no spiritual strength, 
no healthful teaching to build faith; it is 
"stones instead of bread." 

This very situation was ~oretold in a 
prophecy contained in the Bible at 2 Timo­
thy 4:3,4: "There will be a period of time 
When they will not put up with the health­
ful teaching, but, in accord with their own 
desires. they will accumulate teachers for 
themselves to have their ears tickled; and 
they will turn their ears away from the 
truth, whereas they will be turned aside 
to false stories." 

This prophecy foretold that religious 
leaders would turn people away from the 
healthful teachings of the Bible, to 'false 
stories,' to tickle people's ears with sooth­
ing words. The ear-tickling of modern re­
ligious teaching cannot build up faith, for 
it is not firmly based on the Bible. 

Moreover, the clergy have not applied 
Bible knowledge themselves; as a result 
they are often not an example of morality; 
and they do not firmly insist on strict mo­
rality by their parishioners. Yet the blame 
far loss of faith does not lie entirely at the 
doorstep of the clergy, for the laity have 
wanted it this way. 
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Parishioners Share Blame 
Bible prophecy indeed foretold that the 

time would come when the masses "will 
not put up with the healthful teaching." 
This is according to their "own desires." 
Why do they desire to disregard the Bible? 
Because the Bible interferes with their 
own selfish desires and because it con­
demns their pride, their materialism, their 
fornication and adultery and other works 
of the flesh. If they professed to follow the 
Bible, they would be condemning them­
selves, for the Bible condemns what they 
are doing.-GaI. 5: 19-21. 

Furthermore, the great Prophet, Jesus 
Christ, pointing forward'to the "last days," 
foretold: "Because of the increasing of 
lawlessness the love of the greater number 
will cool off." (Matt. 24: 12) Note that "the 
love of the greater number" of those pro­
fessing love for God will cool off. Millions 
of professed Christians have shown in­
creased lawlessness and lovelessness, along 
with the fading of their faith. 

The result is, as the B~ble foretold for 
the "last days," men have turned bitter 
and cold and many have only "a form of 
godly devotion but proving false to its 
power." (2 Tim. 3:1-5) In other words, 
their religion proves to be powerless as 
far as bringing forth true Christian fruit­
age. Many even profess a "form of godly 
devotion," yet, as foretold for the "last 
days," they ridicule the evidence. This 
also is "according to their own desires." 
-2 Pet. 3:3, 4; Matt. 24:3. 

Because the people in general have want­
ed it this way, the laity share with the cler­
gy in this loss of faith. They have been 
turned all too willingly from the Bible to 
worldly thinking and ways. 

Worldliness of Churches 
and Parishioners 

Small wonder that many have lost faith 
and even turned atheistic! For both clergy 
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and parishioners have become as much a 
part of this world as its politics and wars 
are; and this has repelled many. Did not 
Jesus Christ say of his true followers: 
"They are no part of the world, just as 
I am no part of the world"? Yes, he did! 
(John 17:16) But today church members 
do not stand out morally or spiritually in 
a community. They are like everybody 
else, because they have gone worldly. The 
Houston Post of June 1, 1965, for example, 
reported on a scholar's analysis of more 
than a thousand pages of reports by reli~ 
gious leaders: 

"Southern Baptists were told that their 
denomination was in a state of decay .... 
The giant 10.6-million member denomina­
tion, along with the Unite,d States, were 
compared to ancient Greece', the Roman 
Empire and Sodom and Gomorrah by a 
seminary scholar, Dr. William Walter Ad­
ams of New Orleans .... He said that 
secularism, worldliness and the loss of 
Christian conviction have caused decay 
among Baptists." 

Observe that this seminary scholar 
speaks of "worldliness and the loss of 
Christian conviction." They go together, 
for worldliness leads to loss of faith, even 
to enmity with"Almighty God. (Jas.4:4) 
The worldly churches and their members 
could not have God's blessing, for His own 
Word requires of true Christians that they 
be '~without spot from the world."-Jas. 
1:27. 

But the clergy and their adherents have 
spotted themselves all over by worldly 
thinking and by getting embroiled in po~ 
litical issues of the day, even in the bloodi~ 
est wars of history. Concerning World 
War I, one magazine report said: 

"This war was incubated in the heart of 
what used to be called Christendom, among 
peoples with the longest history of orga~ 

23 



nized Christian faith ... the armies of 1914 
were composed of Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews in roughly equal numbers on both 
sides. Equally acclaimed, or disregarded, 
on both sides were the teachings of the 
Hebrew prophets and of Christ Himself. 
Disdain of religious precepts, it is noted, be~ 
came even more pronounced in the second 
[world] war .... The result, as seen by 
historians with a world perspective, has 
been a pronounced weakening in the fiber 
of religious faith."'" 

Yes, as candid historians see it: The 
clergy and their parishioners have made 
themselves a part of this faithless world, 
its politics, its wars, Catholic killing Cath~ 
otic, Protestant killing Protestant, and so 
forth. How could such worldliness result 
in anything but a colossal loss of faith? 
Those who read the Bible can see for them~ 
selves that the clergy and the church mem~ 
bers are ignoring the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. They cannot help but lose faith in 
such worldly religion, which is so unlike 
Jesus Christ and the early Christians, who 
were "no part of the world."-John 17:16. 

Flee Worldly Churches, 
Wqrldly Thinking 

So' before our eyes are the very condi~ 
tions foretold in the Bible for the "last 
days" as evidence that we are in "the con~ 
elusion of the system of things." We see 
the man~pleasing clergy, the laity that de~ 
sire to have their ears tickled and who 
profess only "a form of godl:y devotion" and 
who prefer to close their mind to the evi~ 
dence of the "last days." We see the fore~ 
told increasing of lawlessness and of love~ 
lessness among mankind. Yes, all this is 
foretold by God! 

The Bible also tells us what course to 
take: Break free from the worldly reli~ 

gious systems that are so much a "part 
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of the world." For how can you remain 
with such organizations that have turned 
worldly and expect to have faith, since you 
would be ignoring the very teachings of 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Turn away, then, 
from what the Bible symbolically calIs 
"Babylon the Great," the world empire of 
false religion. Flee out of it, in obedience 
to the Bible's command: "Get out of her, 
my people, if you do not want to share 
with her in her sins, and if you do not 
want to receive part of her plagues." 
-Rev. 18:4. 

Specially urgent is it that you flee world~ 
ly religion now before Bible prophecy con· 
cerning the destruction of false religion is 
fulfilled. The Bible foretells how the po· 
Htical powers will turn against "Babylon 
the Great," destroying it utterly. Already 
we can see evidence of antireligious ele~ 
ments at work in parts of the world. So 
before God causes this prophecy to be fuI· 
filled, flee "Babylon the Great"!-Rev. 17: 
5, 16, 17. 

World conditions, including the loss of 
faith, indeed prove we are in the "last 
days." So flee from both the worldly 
churches and worldly thinking and its ma­
terialism. But do more. Turn to God and 
to his Word, the Holy Bible, the only Book 
that can give you "faith to the preserving 
alive of the sou1."-Heb. 10:39. 
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As WE have seen from the 
previous articles, it is in 

the Bible that answers can 
be found for the distressing 
problems that face us in this 
twentieth century. But how 
do we know that the Bible 
is God's Word? How can we 
be certain that it is not sim­
ply good human philosophy 
but that it actually contains 
divinely inspired counsel and 
instruction for guiding us 
through these perilous times? 

There are a nwnber of 
features about the Bible 
that give us solid reasons for knowing 
that it is God's Word. First of all, there 
is the Bible's remarkable harmony. Even 
though its sixty-six books were writ­
ten over a period of about 1,600 years 
by some forty different writers, the Bible 
follows a harmonious theme in progressive­
ly revealing the purposes of its Author, 
Jehovah God. This is especially remark­
able in view of the fact that these writers 
came from many different walks of life 
-some being shepherds, others fishermen 
and still others priests and kings-and they 
lived under the influence of differing forms 
of hwnan government. When one observes 
how conflicting and contradictory are the 
writings of uninspired men, even those liv­
ing at the same time and in the same land, 
the marvelous harmony of the Bible stands 
out as strong evidence that the Bible is not 
a compilation of merely human philosophy 
but that it truly is God's Word. 

Another powerful indication that this 
Book is of more than human origination is 
its honesty and candor. Unlike secular his-
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tories that often are colored 
to make a ruler look go~, the 
Bible frankly and honestly 
discloses the mistakes made 
by rulers and other prominent 
persons who had God's favor. 
What secular leader would re­
cord his own shortcomings for 
all to read? Yet Moses did, and 
neither did he spare his close 
relatives by overlooking their 
sil1s. (Num. 20:7-13; 12:1-15; 
beut. 3:23-27) King David's 
adultery with Bath-sheba and 
Peter's denial of Christ are 
also straightforwardly pre­

sented in the Bible. Such honesty in relat­
ing events certainly speaks well of the Bible. 

Historical Accuracy 
But in addition to its internal harmony 

and honesty, the Bible's historical accu­
racy also stamps it as authoritative. Re­
cently a man of science pointed up the folly 
of calling the Bible book of Genesis 
"myth." He said that, as a result of mod­
ern archaeological discoveries, "convincing 
arguments can be advanced for believing 
that Genesis is based on accurately re­
ported fact and is no myth ... • 

The same can be said regarding all the 
Bible. Secular history, for instance, long 
had no record of the people known as the 
Hittites, yet the Bible spoke about them. 
In this regard, what has archaeology dis­
covered? An authority explains: "One of 
the striking confirmations of Bible history 
to come from the -science of archaeology 
is the 'recovery' of the Hittite peoples and 

• Dr. T. R. Griffiths. In September 1962 IS/lue of 
Di8COVery, an English scientific publication. 
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their empires. Here is a people whose name 
appears again and again in the Old Testa­
ment, but who in secular history had been 
completely forgotten and whose very ex­
istence was considered to be extremely 
doubtful"· 

Various kings mentioned in the Bible 
were also, at one time, considered mythi­
cal, such as Chedorlaorner, Belshazzar and 
Sargon. But this is no longer so. Discov­
eries have supported Chedorlaomer's ex­
istence.t Excavations have turned up Bab­
ylonian records that show that Belshazzar 
was second in the kingdom, ruling when­
ever his father, Nabonidus, was else_ 
where.:!: And archaeological findings have 
made Sargon one of the best-known Assyr­
ian monarchs. § 

Little wonder that many comments have 
been made by archaeologists as to the Bi­
ble's historical accuracy! The prominent 
archaeologist Nelson Glueck, after many 
years of exploration of the Holy Land, 
said: "Scores of archaeological findings 
have been made which confirm in clear 
outline or in exact detail historical state­
ments in the Bible."D Yes, the Bible is now 
recognized as being historically true, but 
it is far more than a book of accurate 
history. 

Scientifically True 
The Bible is also scientifically true. 

When touching on matters of science, the 
Bible does not parrot the wrong views that 
prevailed among the nations at the time 
it was written. At a time when it was com­
monly believed that the god Atlas or some 
other powerful underpinning was holding 
up the earth, the Bible revealed the scien-

• PropnstlS, Idols and Diggers by John Eld~r. 
t Ri."ers in tke DSBsrt (N~w York; 1960). N~lson 

Glu~ck, PP. 72·74. 
f NaboniduB and Belshazzar by Raymond P. DOUgh. 

~rty. 
§ Archaeology 0/ the Old Testament by W. F. Al· 

bright (1954), Pt>. 16. 17. 
Il River8 in th" Desert, GlueCk. p. 31. 
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tific truth that the earth has no tangible 
means of support. Over 3,400 years ago it 
said: God "is stretching out the north over 
the empty place, hanging the earth upon 
nothing!'-Job 26:7. 

Further, a thousand years before the 
Common Era the Bible revealed the exis­
tence of the cycle in which water from all 
the rivers flows into the sea, from where 
it is lifted by the sun's rays in the form 
of water 'vapor, carried by clouds over the 
land and deposited as rain, and finally flows 
back to the sea again. The Bible explained 
this presently understood cycle: "All the 
winter torrents are going forth to the sea, 
yet the sea itself is not full. To the place 
where the winter torrents are going forth, 
there they are returning so as to go forth." 
-Eccl. 1:7. 

These are only a few of the many scien­
tific truths found in the Bible although it 
was written at a time when peoples were 
filled with superstitions. It is not surpris­
ing, then, that scientist Sir Isaac Newton 
once said: "No sciences are better attested 
than the religion of the Bible." Even in 
this atomic age the Bible is still in har­
mony with proved facts of science, because 
it was inspired by the One who created 
the very things studied by men of science, 

Its Superior PrinCiples 
Another convincing evidence that the Bi­

ble is the Word of God is its superior prin­
ciples. They are the finest known to man. 
Instead of selfishness, the Bible teaches 
generosity; instead of hatred, it teaches 
love, even love for enemies; instead of un­
relenting harshness, it teaches compassion, 
mercy and forgiveness. Reflect on the prin­
ciples found in Jesus' famous sermon on 
the mount, including his positive com­
mand: "Just as you want men to do to you, 
do the same way to them." (Luke 6: 31) 
Abraham Lincoln said that this Bible ser-
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man "contained the essence of all law and 
justice"! 

Many noted men have cpmmented simi. 
Iarly on the superiority of Bible principles. 
One English jurist, Jeremy Bentham, ob· 
served: "All the massive bulk of our En­
glish and American law may be reduced 
to a very few grand principles underlying; 
the whole and which were enunciated by 
Moses."· 

Because of its superior principles, the 
Bible has power to transform the lives of 
men for righteousness. Early Christians, 
who put Bible principles to work in their 
lives, stood out because of their moral up· 
rightness. The second-century Christian 
writer Tertullian compared the conduct of 
Christians with that of the non·Christian 
Romans, saying: 

''When Christians are brought before you 
on the mere ground of their name, is there 
ever found among them an ill·doer of the 
sort? It is always with [you non·Christians] 
the prison is steaming, the mines are sighing. 
the wild beasts are fed: it is from you the 
exhibitors of gladiatorial shows always get 
their herds of criminals to feed up for the 
occasion. You find no Christian there, except 
simply as being such."t 

Yes, the Bible's superior principles make 
better people, as noted by an early Ameri­
can president, Thomas Jefferson, who said: 
"I have always said and always will say 
that the studious perusal of the Sacred 
Volume will make better citizens, better 
fathers, better husbands .... The Bible 
makes the best people in the world." 

Only Jehovah God could originate such 
superior principles that change lives. The 
Bible's having such life·transforming prin. 
ciples marks it as unique, as the Word of 
God! 

Fulfilled Prophecies 
But the most striking of all features of 

the Bible that show it to be God's inspired 

• B;blimu LAw by H. B. Clark (1944), p. 48. 
t "Apology" by Tertulllan, The Ante-Nwft!I.B Fath.er3, 

edited by A. Roberts (1957), Vol. In, P. 50. 
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Word is the remarkable fulfillment of its 
prophecies. The Bible consistently has 
prophesied events in minute detail hun­
dreds of years in advance, and they have 
come to paSs exactly as foretold! 

For example', 200 years in advance the 
prophet Isaiah was inspired to foretell the 
fall of the ancient world power Babylon, 
and even to give such details as the per­
sonal name of its conqueror and that the 
city's two~leaved doors would be left open. 
(Isa. 45:1) And just as foretold, the Per· 
sian King Cyrus did lead the Medes and 
Persians in the conquest of Babylon, and 
the two~leaved doors along the Euphrates 
waterfront were left open, What remark~ 
able fulfillment! 

However, just as remarkable is another 
prophecy given by Jehovah through his 
prophet Daniel foretelling the rise of the 
Medo.Persian Empire, its conquests and, 
finally, its defeat by the ascending Gre· 
cian world power. It was foretold that 
after completing his conquests the world~ 
conquering Grecian king would be "bro· 
ken," and, in time, "four kingdoms from 
his nation [would] stand up, but not with 
his power."-Dan. 8:3·8, 20·22. 

Was this prediction accurate? Did 
Greece under the command of its mighty 
king Alexander the Great conquer Medo­
Persia? Any student of history knows that 
it did. And, following the death of Alex­
ander, was the Grecian Empire divided 
into four lesser kingdoms? The historian 
Charles Rollin notes: "These prophecies of 
Daniel were fully accomplished by this 
last partition of Alexander's empire .. '.' 
These four kings are, Ptolemy, Seleucus, 
Cassander, and Lysimachus." Rollin was 
moved to ask: "Can anyone possibly as· 
cr1be to chance, or human foresight, so 
many circumstantial predictions, which, at 
the time of their being denounced, were so 
remote from probability; and may we not 
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evidently discover, in them the character 
and traces of the Divinity?"" 

No man could possibly look into the fu· 
ture and so accurately foretell coming 
events. The Bible, however, abounds with 
such fulfilled prophecies, t proving beyond 
question that it is indeed the Word of God! 

Present World Conditions Foretold 
Certain Bible prophecies even pointed 

forward to "the last days" or "the conclu· 
sian of the system of things" and described 
in detail conditions that would exist then 
and what they would mean. In previous 
articles we have already noted that "criti· 
cal times hard to deal with" were foretold, 
when people would be "lovers of money, ... 
disobedient to parents, ... without self· 
control, fierce, without love of goodness," 
and so forth. But God's great Prophet, Je· 
sus Christ, also foretold that "nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; and there will be great earth· 
quakes, and in one place after another 
pestilences and food shortages."-2 Tim. 
3:1·5; Matt. 24:3; Luke 21:10, 11. 

Can there be any doubt that we are now 
living in the era of unprecedented troubles 
of which God's inspired Son and his apostle 
spoke? Has any other generation experi. 
enced 'nation rising against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom' in global war? 
Only dnce 1914 C.E. has this taken place, 
as Nc\v York Times military editor Han­
son Bald\vin explains: "World War I usb· 
ered in the century of Total War, of-in 
the first full sense of the term-global 
war."~: 

In addition to total war, the Bible also 
foretold "great earthquakes," and these, 
as we have seen, have unquestionably 
marked our time. Pestilences or disease 

• Charles Roilln's AnCIent Hi8tory, Vol. lIT, p. 503 . 
• , For mOre examples of tulfllied prophecil's, "~e tha 

!Jook "AII Scripture [s ["spired of God and Beneflcia.l," 
VP. 343·346. * Wor/rl War I (1962), Hamon W. Baldwin, p. 1. 
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epidemics, too, have occurred "in one place 
after another." Food shortages also have 
plagued much of the world ever since 
World War I. The present fulfillment of 
Bible prophecies concerning the "last days" 
has made ours an unparalleled generation 
in the history of man. 

But the Bible does not leave its readers 
in a quandary as to what these unprece­
dented world conditions mean. Jesus Christ 
explained that they mean we are fast ap· 
proaching a destruction of all wickedness 
comparable to that of the global flood in 
Noah's day. (Matt. 24:36·39) In the Bible 
that destruction is identified by the term 
Armageddon, "the war of the great day 
of God the Almighty." (Rev. 16:14-16) 
This righteous war of God will very soon 
now, yes, within this generation, cleanse 
the earth and make it a decent place in 
which to live for all those who love God. 

What other book thousands of years in 
advance foresaw the present world condi­
tions and explained their meaning? Not 
one aside from the Bible! How confident 
we can be that "all Scripture is inspired 
of God and beneficial"! (2 Tim. 3:16) 
Therefore, do not let God's inspired Word 
sit on a bookshelf in your home unused. 
Go to it for counsel and guidance. Let it 
shape your life, influence your daily activi­
ty, govern your decisions and mold your 
outlook on the future. 

It is the keen desire of Jehovah's wit­
nesses to help you to gain faith in the Bible 
as God's Word and to benefit from its 
wise guidance in these critical times. They 
will be pleased to conduct a regular Bible 
study with you in your own home free of 
charge. Write the publishers of Awake! or 
get in touch with Jehovah's witnesses at 
their Kingdom Hall in your locality. Avail 
yourself of this invitation to become better 
acquainted with the only Book that can 
guide your steps safely through these per­
ilous times. 

AWAKE! 



Draft Atom Pact 
.. Geneva, Switzerland, the 
home of many international 
conferences, is host of the 17-
nation disarmament confer­
ence. On August 17 the United 
States unveiled its draft trea· 
ty to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons. This draft 
was hailed in Washington as 
an "important step forward." 
Considerable public fanfare 
was used to draw attention to 
the plan. However, in Geneva 
reactions were somewhat dif· 
ferent. The Russians said that 
the draft was not worth dis· 
cussing. So the flarIng buildup 
ended in another stalemate, 
not unexpected. Just eleven 
days before this, in Hiroshi· 
ma, Japan, 30,000 Japanese, 
calling to mind the destruction 
of 70,000 lives there just twen­
ty years ago, had expressed 
their hope that atomic warfare 
would never be used again. 
Yet the availability of nuclear 
weapons constantly increases. 

Chilean Disaster 
... Before recovering complete­
ly from the earthquake dis· 
aster in March of this year, 
Chile, in August, agaln suf· 
fered heavily at the hands of 
the elements, this time from 
freak wind and heavy rain· 
stonns, the worst in forty 
years. The e1Iects are estimat· 
ed to be even worse than those 
left by the quake. Early esti· 
mates showed that 10,000 fam-
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Hies had suffered loss or dam· 
age to homes and to their 
household goods. Twenty·two 
of Chile's twenty-five provinces 
have been declared officially 
disaster zones. At least thirty· 
five persons died as direct re­
sults of the storms, including 
five skiers who perished when 
a snowsllde destroyed the build· 
ing where they were sleeping, 
and three children who were 
killed when the roof blew off 
their recently built school. 
Others were smothered in the 
ruins of their adobe homes 
when the walls were weakened 
by the heavy rains. Most of 
the main roads and railway 
lines were cut with washouts 
and damaged bridges. About 
two hundred small fishing 
boats were smashed. Damages 
are put at millions of dollars. 

Violence Erupts 
... The nation had held its 
breath as the summer wore 
on. Then in Los Angeles a 
Negro was arrested for drunk­
en driving. A mob formed. A 
shaky peace was shattered. 
Violence erupted and rioting 
spread throughout Los Angeles 
and southern California. The 
police, were not able to con­
trol the rioters, estimated to 
number 6,000 to 7,000. The riot­
ers roamed the streets, burn­
ing, looting and shooting over 
a wide area. Then Natiohal 
Guard units were rushed in. 
Five days later it all emted. 

The estimated cost In damages, 
$200,000,000, and 34 dead. The 
Federal government allocated 
$1,770,000 to help rebuild the 
area. The number of persons 
arrested reached more than 
3,800. 

The spark that flashed in 
Los Angeles soon spread to 
Chicago, Illinois. and to Spring­
field, Massachusetts. 

The AJnerlcan Fanner '* It has been a long time 
since the American farmer has 
had it so good, say the stat· 
isticians. Excellent crops and 
higher prices for cattle are 
helping them to put money in 
the bank Based on the year 
to date, Agriculture Depart­
ment economists estimate the 
farm income for the full year 
as follows: Gross farm income 
from all sources will be $43,-
300,000,000, highest on record. 
Net farm income after paying 
expenses is expected to be $13,-
500,000,000, the highest since 
1953; and net income per farm, 
$4.000, also the highest on rec· 
ord. However, when one con­
siders the high cost of farm 
machinery and the long labor 
hours, the $4,000 figure proves 
that the farmers are not roll· 
ing in wealth. Furthennore, 
not all have prospered equally. 

Wheat for Russia 
... Canadian wheat growers 
are reaping a bonanza. The 
portion of the 1965 wheat crop 
sold to Russia by Canada now 
runs to nearly 222,000,000 bush­
els. The grain sales to the 
Soviet Union will bring more 
than $400,000,000 to Canadians. 
Also, from this year's crop, 
Canada has sold 79,000,000 
bushels of wheat to Red China . 

Disrespect for Law 
... Lewis F. Powell, Jr., 57· 
year-old outgoing president of 
the American Bar Association 
(ABA), recently called crime 
America's No.1 domestic prob­
lem. On August 9 he listed 
three symptoms of "deteriorat­
ing law and order": (1) The 
willful violation of laws and 
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court decisions, sometimes by 
offlclals sworn to uphold them. 
(2) The doctrine that only 
"just" laws need to be obeyed 
and that every man is free to 
determine what is "just." 
(31 The growing use of coer· 
clon in the form of demonstra· 
tions, sit·ins and street ,mobs 
and the using of these meth· 
ods to enforce political views. 
Powell suggested that disre· 
spect for law and order could 
be created by some demonstra· 
tions and sit·ins. "An ordered 
society cannot exist if every 
man may determine which 
laws he will obey, and if tech· 
niques of coercion supplant due 
process," he said. 

Voting Rigbts 
~ On August 6, in the very 
room where one hundred and 
four years ago Abraham Lin· 
coIn signed a bill freeing slaves 
in America, President Johnson 
signed the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. This law is to guar· 
antee the Negro the right to 
vote. The law has plenty of 
muscle in it. It is equipped to 
check into discriminatory prac· 
tices, abolish poll taxes and 
suspend literacy tests as a 
prerequisite to voting. It was. 
ironically, the week in which 
Negroes in Los Angeles. Chi· 
cago and Springfield rioted. 

Singapore's Future 
~ Some years ago fears were 
expressed that Singapore, the 
last great British naval base 
in the Far East, might go 
Communist. Suddenly, on Au· 
gust 9, a two·front crisis erupt· 
ed in southeast Asia. Singapore 
seceded from Malaysia and be· 
came an independent island 
nation. Fear swept quickly 
through all the noncommunist 
areas in southeast Asia. Singa· 
pore declared its neutrality. 
Singapore now has become a 
nation-city, with no hinterland. 
Her reason for breaking with 
Malaysia was mainly one of 
survivaL The city exists on 
trade. Trade means life or 
death to her. To live, it must 
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have unlimited access to near· 
by markets, which means trad· 
ing with the Asian mainland 
and Indonesia. 

Masai DurabiUty 
~ In Kenya, Africa, the Masai 
tribe of about 150,000 were 
visited by a team of research· 
ers in July. This team was 
attempting to discover why the 
Masai never seem to get heart 
trouble in spite of a diet high 
in cholesterol. These African 
herdsmen walk sometimes fifo 
ty or sixty miles a day without 
noticeable strain. Professor 
George Mann of Vanderbilt 
University brought with him 
a treadmill in an attempt to 
evaluate the fitness of the Ma· 
sai. A healthy U.S. college boy 
would last about 14 minutes on 
the treadmill before dropping 
off limp, exhausted and gasp· 
ing for breath. An American 
record was 27 minutes. Some 
39 Masai warriors were per· 
suaded to get on the treadmill. 
Some of these were youths 
only 12 or 13 years old, others 
were old men. Two of the Ma· 
sai walked the treadmill right 
off its maximum scale of 30 
minutes and 30·degree eleva· 
tion. The group averaged 23 
minutes on the treadmill. None 
sat down after their perform· 
ance, but stood waiting an· 
other turn. Their pulse did rise, 
but not their respiratory rates. 
For some curious reason these 
men were not breathing hard. 
Perhaps their way of life, free 
from the tensions and pres· 
sures of industrial civilization, 
accounts for the findings. 

Rationing Grain 
~ India's chronic food short· 
age forced her, on August 6, 
to impose food rationing on 
her city dwellers. Men, worn· 
en and children in urban areas 
were limited to 12 ounces of 
wheat or rice a day. The na· 
tional average consumption of 
food grain had been about 14.4 
ounces a day. On August 19 
mobs in Kolhapur looted grain 
shops. Six persons were killed 

when the police opened fir,p on 
the looters. 

Figbtlng Violent Crime 
~ Serious crimes increased by 
13 percent in America last 
year. In the heart of the na· 
tion's capital. Washington, 
D.C., the growing army of 
criminals was creating great 
concern. On July 23 at four 
o'clock in the afternoon a worn· 
an employee was attacked in 
the Department of State's new 
building, which is located about 
five blocks from the White 
House, the president's home. 
Reported attempts at rape, 
thefts of handbags and other 
personal belongings are many. 
On August 4 the State Depart· 
ment added guards in its main 
building to prevent sexual at· 
tacks on women in offices. halls, 
stairways and elevators. On 
August 9 the State Department 
shut off free public access to 
visitors. Now any visitor must 
have approved credentials or 
be on a conducted tour. The 
passport division advised its 
employees to stand near the 
alarm button when riding in 
the self·service elevators. to 
werk in pairs and to take other 
precautions. 

Alcohol and Accidents 
~ Alcoholic beverage revenues 
accruing to the American gov­
ernment in the fiscal year end· 
ing June 30 may exceed $3,500" 
000,000. Automobile accident 
costs attributable to the use 
of alcoholic beverages in the 
same twelve months totaled 
$4,000,000,000, or more than 
the alcoholic beverage tax in· 
come. According to the U.S. 
National Safety Council, al· 
cohol is involved in as many 
as half of automobile acci· 
dents. the costs of which add 
up to $8,100,000,000. 

Behind Prostitution 
~ Some people are inclined to 
coddle the prostitute and ex· 
cuse her ways, believing her 
to be a person pressed into 
this despicable life against her 
wishes. However, a prize-wIn· 
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rung study, reported in the 
Globe and Mail for July 5, 
revealed that Montreal pros­
titutes are in the business ~ 
ca.use they want the cash it 
brings them-$300 to $500 a 
week-and an easy Ufe. Twen­
ty prostitutes, whose ages ran 
from 20 to 27, cooperated on 
the study. The prostitutes re­
garded their occupation as es­
sential to sOciety and all ad· 
mitted stealing from clients. 
Factors common in each pros· 
titute's background was a low 
educational level; of the twen· 
ty, nineteen came from broken 
or divided homes, all lived as 
children in crOWded houses in 
decrepit conditions; insecurity 
and misery dominated their 
lives. 

Still Detu!!ing Bomb!! 
+ Twenty years after World 
War II bomb disposa.l unlts 
are still called out almost daily 
to dispose of bombs or weap­
ons found as a result of the 
last world war. Nearly 4,000,-
000 bombs, shells and other 

explosive charges have been 
rendered harmless In Bremen, 
G'1rmany, since World War II 
ended, it was reported on Au­
gust 17. The city administra. 
tion . further announced that 
7,000,000 rounds of machine­
gun and rifle ammunition and 
several thousand automatic 
weapons and pistols have been 
collected. 

8peak~ for lheU 
~ The Auckland star, July 9, 
published the following item 
under the subheadjng ''Stu­
dents' Plea": "Sixty students 
attending the Australian Na­
tional University decided at a 
meeting to ask the students' 
union to install a contraceptive 
vending machine In the union's 
building. Only one student, a 
girl, spoke against the moUon." 
Integrity and virtue do not ap. 
pear to be valued by the risIng 
generation. 

Serum Hepatltlfl 
.. Serum hepatitis, a vIrus in· 
fection ot: the Uver, is often a 

severe dis~ase. Recently a tned· 
ical Source stated tbat in the 
United States there were 86,000 
cases of serum hepatitis in 
a year. Many more thousands 
of cases, no doubt, have not 
been reported. Serum hepati: 
tis is one 01 the major hazards 
that can follow the transfu­
sion of blood. Unfortunately, 
today, says Dr. Walter C. AI· 
varez, "thousands of transfu· 
sions are given, of only a pint 
of blood-an amount too small 
to do any good. All such a 
translllsJon can do js perhaps 
to give the patient a serious 
disease." 

Anger's Double Knt 
.. Forty.year-old Henry C. 
Fisher had a heated quarrel 
with his son Henry, Jr., 16, 
over mowing the lawn. The 
boy collapsed during the argu· 
ment. The father, while trying 
to revive his son, suffered a 
heart attack. Heart attacks 
killed the irate father and his 
son. Was the argument worth 
it? 
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