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7Awake

“k is ofready the hour for you to awake.”

—Romanz 13:11

®

VYolume XL VI

London, England, August 22, 1363

Number 16

¢TIV VIL, of course,’ some might answer.

‘Why, jealousy is widely recognized
as one of the most vile of emotions,” While
that can be true, it must be recognized that
there is a form of jealousy that is right
and proper. A comparison of the two forms
will be profitable in determining how cor-
rect our emotions are.

We have but to turn tc the inspired
writings of Moses to find an example of
righteous jealousy. The perfect Creator de-
clared: “You must not prostrate yourself
to another god, because Jehovah, whose
name is Jealous, he is a jealous God.” Also,
he describes himself as “a God exacting
exclusive devotion” from his worshipers.
(Ex. 34:14; 20:5) For Jehovah to be jeal-
ous about worship, or to exact exclusive
devotion, is altogether fitting. He is the
only true God; he has a proper claim on
all our worship. Nor can any selfish mo-
tive be aseribed to God on this account,
for it is in the interest of the peace and
happiness of all his creatures that they
worship their Creator, As the Creator, he
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knows what is in the highest interest of
his creatures.

In line with this, devoted servants of
God, such as the prophet Elijah and the
apostle Paul, could properly express jeal-
ousy over the worship of professed ser-
vants of God. (1 Ki. 19:10) To the con-
gregation that he had established in
Corinth, which included persons Jehovah
had accepted as part of the ‘bride of
Christ,’ the apostle Paul wrote: “I am
jealous over you with a godly jealousy.”
(2 Cor. 11:2) He was not craving their
devotion for himself, Rather, because Je~
sus Christ the Bridegroom has the right
to devotion from his Bride, the sapostle
could express proper concern over the
dongregation, which he had promised in
marriage to the one Hushand, Jesus Christ.

In contrast to perfect, godly jealousy,
imperfect humans often express an emo- -
tion called jealousy that is in reality fear
of losing something that they have or re-
sentment toward a person who might take
away the possession. But, you might ask,
is it not human nature to be jealous about
the gbject of one’s love? True, but let us
remember that we are dealing with fallen,
sinful human nature. Jealovsy can act like
a corrosive acid that eats away one’s vital
organs. It can drive persons to depression,
violence and even suicide. Properly this
form of jealousy is soundly condemned in
the Bible as “earthly, animal, demonie,” a
‘work belonging to darkness,” which Chris.
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tians should abandon, (Jas. 3:14-16; Kom,
13:12, 13) In fact, Proverbs 14:30 warns
us that “jealousy is rottenness to the
bones.” '

Human jealousy is often based, not on
faet, but on fanciful imagination, For ex-
ample, a wife might notice that her hus-
band appears to be giving extra attention
to another woeman who is quite pretty or
who is a sparkling conversationalist. While

there may be no basis for distrusting her

husband, soon seeds of suspicion are found
in the wife’s heart, seeds that can grow
into the malicious weed of jealousy, de-

stroying her happiness and even her home.’

Or some husband might notice that his
wife seems to enjoy talking with a par-
ticular man who hag a striking personality
or who has many interesting experiences
to relate. Unless he controls his emotions,
the husband could allow baseless jealousy
to increase until he is reduced to a bitter
dictator of his wife's actions. And yet his
wife may have been completely faithful to
him, having no romantic interest in the
other man at all.

Jealousy is even used at times as an un-
christian, underhanded tool, As an illustra-
tion, a young girl might be interested iy
a boy who does not openly return her at-
tention. In order to increase his interest
in her, she might dishornestly feign roman-
tic interest in another boy. She hopes to
use this third person as a fulerum on
which she will use jealousy as a bar or
lever to raise the interest of the first boy
toward her. Obviously this subterfuge is
wrong, doing emotional harm to-innocent
persons; but jealousy often destroys right
principles.

Of course, within the marriage union ex-
clusive devotion is proper in certain re-
spects. A married individual has the ex-
clusive right to the marital due and the
intimate exﬁressions of affection from a
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marriage niate, (nis 18 a God-given right.

" (Gen, 2:24: 1 Cor. 7:3-5; Heh. 13:4) But

this does not mean that married people
can have no friends aside from their mates.
Balance in appreciating what is proper as-
sociation will greatly relieve persons who
have a tendency to be jealous of their
mates.

It is nermal and proper to have love for
your family and friends, but it has been
said that in jealousy there is more self-
love than love. When you see a joved cne
ehjoying the company of another person,
you should honestly admit to yourself that
possibly that person has a personality trait
or ability that you do not. Instead of re-
senting that, more happiness would be pro-
duced for all if you would join yvour mate
or loved one in enjoying the knowledge,
ability or perscnality of that other person.
If married, you should realize that your
mate loves, accepts and needs you, but that

does not mean that you are perfect, with

all knowledge and abilities. When you
learn of things or persons that your mate
enjoys, instead of tompeting and strug-
gling to be possessive, why not join your
mate in that one's enjoyment? In this way
mutual love is built up, and it will also
eliminate jealousy. Speaking: of true love,
the apostle Paul said: “Love is not jeal-
ous, it . . . does not look for its own in-
terests . . . Love never fails.”-—1 Cor, 13:
4, 5, 8. '

The apostle Paul listed human jealousy
as one of the “works of the flesh.” (Gal.
5:19, 20) Appreciating our imperfection,
we should resist the human form of this
emotion that runs contrary to true love.
By being fully concerned about ‘godly
jealousy’ or jealousy exercised in a way
that God does and not getting carried
away with base human jealousy, we can
enjoy increased peace with God, family
and friends. '
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HE evenings are

cool here in the
mountains, and the
Jones family appre-
ciates the warm fire-
side as they relax after
the day's activities.
John Jones and
his wife, Mary,
have done well in
rearing their
family aeccord-
ing to Bible
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shimmering, harmeoni-
ous whole. It is this
beauty and oneness
that remind me of the
Bible. You see, Jeho-
veh first inspired the
writing of the Hebrew
‘Seriptures, over
some eleven hun-
dred years. And
then on this
framework of
thirty-nine
books he later
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principles.
From Mark,
the oldest son, to daughter Ruth—yes,
right down to Thomas, the youngest, they
can all hold their own when it comes to
answering questions on the Bible.

Tt is Ruth who brings the conversation
around to their previous topic of discus-
sion. “You know,” she says, “I saw some-
thing in the field this morning that re-
minded me of the Bible. You would never
guess what it was—a spider’s web!”

“A spider’s web remind you of the Bi-
ble?” asks Mark.

“Yes,” continues Ruth, it looked so
beautiful and symmetrical, with dewdrops
glistening on all its threads. And then
I got to reflecting that Jehovah, the Au-
thor of the Bible, is also the Master De-
signer of that beautiful web, . . , You
know, I once watched a spider weave its
web.,”

“Ugh,” says Thomas, “I don’t like spi-
ders. But go on, Ruth.”

“Well, first he spun a framework be-
tween the bushes—something that looked
like the spokes of a wheel.”

~#“And then—" prompts Thomas.

' “Why, then he spun his way round and
round and round, from spoke to spoke, mak-
ing a beautiful spiral of shiny, sticky thread.
But both spokes and spiral made up one
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spun the
twenty-seven books of the Greek Scrip-
fures, a perfect complement to the Hebrew
Scriptures that preceded them.”

“That illustrates things very well,” re-
marks Mary Jones. “First the Hebrew
Scriptures, and then the Greek. But how
interdependent the two are—in fact, so in-

" separable that we must always regard

them as being one composite whole, the
complete, inspired Word of Jehovah God.”

“Very true,” continues her husband,
“for it was Jesus who opened up the minds
of his disciples ‘fully to grasp the meaning’
of the Hebrew Scriptures; you remember,
it's at Luke 24:45. Then those disciples
drew heavily on the Hebrew Scriptures for
proof texts and arguments in their writ-
ings. That is why we find many paris of
the Greek Scriptures hard to understand
without a background knowledge of the
Hebrew Scriptures.”

“Oh, yes,” says Ruth, “that reminds me
of the time I came across ‘Melchizedek’ in
Paul's letter to the Hebrews and had to
trace him back to Genesis, chapter 14, and.
Psalm 110 to find out what it was all
about.”

Mark breaks in: “And talking of the
book of Hebrews, how is it that we have
come to understand Paul’s applications
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here of the Law of Moses, its covenant, the
tabernacle, the priesthocd, the blood and
the mediator?”

Mother replies: “Why, only by studying
out the greater part of Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy.”

“That's 'very true,” says father, “And
so we appreciate how well the Greek Scrip-
tures support the Hebrew Scriptures in
showing us the fulfiliments of the many
details. This also helps us to understand
Christ Jesus® office, not only as King, but
also as God’s great High Priest in heaven.”

The warm fire has made young Thomas
a little drowsy, so father rouses him to
read a scripture from his Bible, Hebrews
8:1: “Now as to the things being discussed
this is the main point: We have such a
high priest as this, and he has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of the
majesty in the heavens.” '

“How do we understand this?” asks
John Jones.

Mark is quick to reply: “This is another
reference to the Hebrew Scriptures, this
time to Psalm 110. I recall reading in the
book “All Seripture Is Inspired of God and
Benejficial’ that there are at least five quo-
tations of verse one of this psalm alone in
the book of Hebrews. Thomas, you may
recal] what Psalm 110:1 says.”

To make sure, Thomag locates the text
in his Bible and reads it: “The utterance
of Jehovah to my Lord is: ‘Sit at my right
hand until I place your enemies as a stool
for your feet.'” “Yes,” he adds, “David
is here speaking in a prophecy about his
Lord, Jesus Christ, in heaven after his
resurrection.”

“Well spoken, Thomas,” says Mary, and
continues: “It was to these same words
that Jesus referred—and here it is, at Luke
20:41-44—when he asked his opposers,
‘How is it they say that the Christ is Da-
vid’s son?’ If those Jews had compared the
Hebrew Scriptures with what they ob-
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served in Jesus, they should have been able
to answer.” :

“ And note Peter’s famous speech at Pen-
tecost,’” adds Mark. “Here, as recorded in
Acts, chapter 2, he makes a number of
quotations from the Hebrew Scriptures,
and then relies on Psalm 110 for the clinch-
ing argument of his talk. He shows that
Jesus, now at God’s right hand, has poure
out the promised holy spirit. After quoting
this psalm, he concludes, at Acts 2:36:
‘Therefore let all the house of Israel know
for a certainty that God made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you im-
paled.’*

John Jones summarizes the matter: “So
if we did not have the prophecies of the
Hebrew Scriptures, it would be very, very
difficult to understand all these passages in
the Greek Scriptures. Why, the 110th
Psalm alone is guoted by Bible writers
Matthew, Mark, Luke, Peter, Paul and
John. What an abundant support this is
for the Hebrew Scriptures!”

Mother now comments; “I've just been
looking here at Romans 10:11-21, about
the importance of obeying and proclaim-
ing the good news, Loock—three different
quotations from Isaiah, and others from
Psalms, Joel and Deuteronomy.”

To which Mark adds: “And here at Ga-
latians, chapter 4, about the symbolic dra-
ma involving Sarah and Hagar—how could
we ever understand the import of Paul’s
remarks without reading the background
information about these two women at
Genesis, chapters 16 to 21?7

“And what about James’ references?’
asks Ruth. “In his letter he speaks of the
exemplary qualities of Abraham, Rahab,
Job and Elijah. To get the full benefit, we
really have to study out these Bible char-
acters. And that takes in the Bible books
of Genesis, Joshua, Job and First and Sec-
ond Kings”

AWARKE!



“Tt's the same,” continues Mark, “with

Jude’s references to Cain, Enoch, Sodom
and Gomorrah, Korah and Balaam. Here,
also, it’s essential to be familiar with the
background information in the Hebrew
Scriptures—at Genesis and Numbers.”

“Then there are the references,” says
Ruth, “in Peter's two letters, to Noah's
day, the angels that sinned, Sarah’s adorn-
ment and God’s. promise of ‘new heavens
and a new earth.! We truly need Genesis
and Isaiah’s prophecy to elucidate these.,”

“You children have it ‘down pat,’’ re
marks John Jones. “And since the Greek
Scriptures do indeed give all this support
to the Hebrew Scriptures, does it not in-
dicate that we too should give careful
study to the Hebrew Scriptures, as well
as to the Greek? ... And now let’s re-
view! First, Thomas, what do we call the
first five books of the Bible?”

“That is the Pentateuch,” Thomas re-
plies, “and it was written by Moses.”

“Yery true,” John Jones remarks, “and
what other people of ancient times had
anything to compare with the writings of
Moses? A dynamic record, indeed—prac-
tical, thorough and complete for the needs
of the nation of Israel. And it sets out
principles that Jesus observed when on
earth, and which continue to be .an in-
valuable guide for all Christians till this
day-ll

“Next,” says Mark, “we have the his.
torical books from Joshua through to Es-
ther. Here we can note how each book
builds on the preceding ones in developing
the Kingdom theme of the Bible. Truly
.thig is a record that is both inspired and
inspiring!”’

“And here we must include my favorite,
the book of Ruth,” mother adds, “heauti-
ful and meaningful, and essential too in
identifying the line of descent to Messiah.”

It is Ruth’s turn: “Then there is that
superb example of ancient Hebrew poetry
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—the book of Job. What a clear focus it
gives us on the issue of integrity and on
God's soversigaty!”

“And we must not forget all the other
‘writings,’ ” says Mark, “Psalms through
to The Song of Solomon. These are in-
spiring in their aimonition and encourage-
ment, and what heights of grandeur they
reach in portrayving Jehovah's royal Son,
and in giving foreglimpses of his kingdom!
No wonder that the book of Psalms, with
its emphasis on praise to Jehovah, is most
frequently quoted in the Greek Scrip-
tures!”

Young Thomas joins in: “And what
about the prophets? Daddy, you have of-
ten told us about their courageous a

“That’s right,” says his father. “Just
visualize Jeremiah, Isaiah, Micah and the
others standing up among wicked rulers
and wicked people and fearlessly proclaim-
ing the word of Jehovah, And how en-
joyable it is to study the modern-day ap-
plication of these prophecies!”

“What wonderful forevisions Jehovah
provided through them,” adds Mary, “of
a new covenant, God’s law written on the
hearts of his people, new heavens and a
new earth, the Prince of Peace to rule in
David's line, beating swords into plow-
gshares ...”

Her husband takes up the theme: “And
as we continue into the study of the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures, we note the over-
whelming support that they give to all
that has gone before. They quote and re-
quote, and draw illustration upon illustra-
tion from the Hebrew Scriptures. Thus,
from beginning to end, both Hebrew and
Greek Scriptures make to stand out clear-
ly the glorious, harmonious theme of ‘all
Scripture.’ And Thomas, do you remem-
ber what that theme is?”

“Yes, Daddy, it is about making God’s

"name holy through Christ’s kingdom.”

“Very good, my son—the sanctification
1



of Jehovah's name through the Kingdom
of the Seed. And now I think you all
understand why I require you to attend
the Theocratic Ministry School and other
congregational meetings each week. There
we all learn the things about ‘all Scrip-
ture, God's Word, that we need to know.

i5IC FREEDON

OREMOST among the precious free-
doms man has today are the freedom
of religion and the freedom of speech.

Such freedoms are virtually nonexistent

in some lands, and hard won in others. In
the United States of America the founding
fathers of the nation thought so highly of
these freedoms that they incorporated
them in the very foundation document of
the country, the Constitution, particularly
in the first ten amendments.

Part of the First Amendment to the
Constitution states this: “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech,” It was in regard to these two
fundamental freedoms, of religion and
speech, that cases decided early in 1965 by
the United States Supreme Court and by
a Superior Court of California stirred
great interest.

Freedom of Religion
On March 8, 1965, the Supreme Court
announced its decision in a case involving
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Surely we all rejoice in the spiritual under-
standing and strong faith that we gain as
a result of this.,”

“But look at the time!” mother exclaims.
Again it is bedtime, However, all agree
that it has been time well spent—around
the happifying Word of God,

three young men, each of whom claimed
exemption from serving in the armed
forces of the United States on religious
grounds.

Their cases had come up separately in
lower courts previously. One of the indi-
viduals, Daniel A, Seeger, had been con-
victed in a federal District Court in the
state of New York for having refused to
submit to inducticn into the armed forces.
He took his case to a United States Court
of Appeals, and won. The court reversed
the judgment against him. However, the
prosecution then took the case to the
United States Supreme Court in an at-
tempt to get the original conviction upheld.

The second case was that of Arno S.
Jakobson. He was also convicted in the
same District Court in New York for hav-
ing refused induction inte the armed
forces. But the Court of Appeals reversed
this decision; whereupon, as in Seeger’s
case, the prosecution took the case to the
United States Supreme Court,

The third case involved Forest B. Peater,
convicted in a federal District Court in

AWAKE!



California on the same charge, that of re-
fusing induction into the armed services.
In this case, however, a Circuit Court of
Appeals affirmed the lower court’s judg-
ment, so Peter took the matter to the
United States Supreme Court.

Since these three cases were similar,
each involving a claim of conscientious ob-
jection to the Universa} Military Training
and Service Act, they were consolidated by
the Supreme Court.

Belief in a “Supreme Being”

The crux of the matter involved inter~
pretation of the draft act’s exemption from
combat training and service in the armed
forces of persons who, by reason of their
religious training and belief, are conscien-
tiously opposed to participation in war in
any form.

The three men raised the basic question
of the constitutionality of the section of
the Act that defines the term ‘religious
training and belief’ to mean “an individ-
ual's belief in a relation to a Supreme Be-
ing involving duties superior to those aris-
ing from any human relation, but [not
including] essentially political, sociologi-
cal, or philosophical views or a merely per-
sonal moral code.” Each claimed that this
interpretation- was wunconstitutional be-
cause it discriminated between different
forms of religious expression. Each stated
he had an individual religious belief, al-
though not connected with any organized
religion nor conforming to the orthodox
view of a “Supreme Being.”

Seeger declared he was conscientiously
opposed to participation in war in any
form due to this individual religious be-
lief. He left open the gquestion as to his be-
lief in a Supreme Being, choosing not to an-
swer whether he believed in such a Supreme
Being or not. He held that his skepti-
cism in the existence of God did not nec-
essarily mean lack of faith in anything
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whatsoever. Rather, he stated that his was
a “belief in and devotion to goodness and
virtue for their own sakes, and a religious
faith in a purely ethical creed.”
Jakobson also held to unorthodoy views,
He defined religion as the “sum and es-
sence of one’s basic attitudes to the fun-
damental problems of human existence.”
e said that he believed in “Godness,”
which was “the Ultimate Cause for the
fact of the Being of the Universe.”
Peter, too, was not a member of a re-
ligious sect or organization. On the ques-
tion as to his belief in g Supreme Being he
said that if depended on the definition. He
also’ stated that he felt it a violation of
his moral code to take human life and that
he considered this belief superior to his
obligation to the State. When asked wheth-
er this conviction was religious, he quoted
with approval a clergyman’s definition of
religion as “the consciousness of some pow-
er manifest in nature which helps man in

‘the ordering of his life in harmony with

its demands . . . {it] is the supreme ex-
pression of human nature; it is man think-
ing his highest, feeling his deepest, and
living his best.” '

The Circuit Court of Appeals that previ-
ously exonerated Seeger had stated: “We
cannot conclude that specific religious con-
cepts, even if shared by the overwhelming
majority of the country’s organized reli-
gions, may be selected so as to discrimi-
nate against the holders of equally sincere
religious beliefs. . . . We are convinced that
the believer in a Supreme Being is wot
for that reascn alone more entitled to have
his conscience respected by a draft board
than is Daniel Seeger. In the words of Mad-
ison’s historic Remonstrance, . . . ‘religion
is too personal, too sacred, too holy, to
permit its “unhallowed perversion” by a
civil magistrate.’ "

The same Circuit Court of Appeals re-
versed Jakobson's conviction, and it com-
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mented: “Under present day thinking as
to the First Amendment, a statute could
scarcely be defended . . . if it protected
‘the free exercise’ of only a few favored

religions or preferred some religions over-

others without reasonable basis for doing
s0. . . . The freedom which the Constitution
protects is the freedom to exercise the re-
ligion of one’s choice; a statute limited to
certain religions would restrict the free ex-
ercise of the disfavored ones.”

The Circuit Court was very concerned
about protecting the freedom of religion
guaranteed by the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States. The
judges felt that, even though Seeger and
Jakobson did not have orthodox religious
views and were not connected with an es-
tablished religion, it did not mean they
were not religious, nor could this be used
as grounds to deny them exempfion from
bearing arms. However, the prosecution
disagreed and, in both instances, took the
case to the Supreme Court.

Decision of Supreme Court

The cases of Seeger and Jakobson, as well
as that of Peter, were together brought
before the Supreme Court. On March 8,
1965, the highest court of the land an-
nounced its decision, stating: “We have
concluded that Congress, in using the ex-
pression ‘Supreme Being’ rather than the
designation of ‘God,’ was merely clarify-
ing the meaning of religious training and
belief so as to embrace all religions and to
exclude essentially political, sociological,
or philosophical views. We believe that
under this construction, the test of belief
in a relation to a Supreme Being’ is
whether a given belief that is sincere and
meaningful occupies a place in the life of
its possessor parallel to that filled by the
orthodox belief in God of one who clearly
qualifies for the exemption. Where such
beliefs have parallel positions in the lives
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of -their respective holders we cannot say
that one is ‘in a relation to a Supreme
Being’ and the other is not. We have con-
cluded that the beliefs of the objectors in
these cases [Seeger, Jakobson, Peter] meet
these criteria,”

The Supreme Court then upheld the Ap-
peals Court in the cases of Seeger and
Jakobson and reversed the judgment that
had been entered against Peter by another
Appeals Court, All three were exonerated
and were permitted deferment as conscien-
tious objectors on religious grounds.

Commenting on the Court’s decision, Mr.
Justice Douglas said: “I agree with the
Court that any person opposed to war on
the basis of a sincere belief, which in his
life fills the same place as a belief in God
fills in the life of an orthodox religionist,
is entitled to exemption under the statute.”

The Supreme Court was not attempting
to say that a liberal view of God is better
than a fundamentalist view, or that any
particular definition is the only valid one.
The Court was saying that if a man’s con-
science makes g difference in such matters,
then he must be taken seriously regardless
of the theological source of his convictions,
What the Court had to decide here was
whether a belief professed by an objector
was sincerely held and whether it was, in
his own thinking, religious. In the cases
of the three individuals in question, the
Supreme Court decided they were sincere
and religious. The decision took into ac-
count the individual conscience and up-
held the freedom of the individual to
believe according to that conscience.

Freedom of Speech

About the same time a different case
involving another basic freedom, this time
freedom of speech, arose in the state of
California. Here, a youth, Charies Ames,
was threatened with expulsion from the
Santa Barbara High School because he
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refused to recite the words of the Pledge
of Allegiance. He based his refusal on the
ground that to compel him to recite the
Pledge of Allegiance violated the First and
Fourteenth Amendments to the United
States Constitution.

The First Amendment had incorporated
in it the freedom of speech, as well as the
freedom of religion. But Ames did not, as
the court stated, “take the easy way out
by declaring his stand based upon the
Freedom of Religion.” Had he done so,
there probably would have been no case,
as this right is already well established.
Ames definitely declared that he did not
have any religion, as that word is com-
monly understood, and therefore renounced
the protection of the First Amendment’s
freedom of religion clause. He described
his position as that of an agnostic who
does not accept dogma or theology. His
stand, then, was based on freedom of
speech, as well as conscience. He claimed
that under the First Amendment he had
the freedom to take the position that he
wished to take when the Pledge was recit-
ed. In this case he stated that he had the
freedom to recite it or not to recite it, and
he chose not to recite it.

The case came before the Superior
Court in the county of Santa Barbara. On
April 30, 1965, the judgment of the court
was announced. The presiding Judge said:
“l must by compulsion of the United
States Constitution command the Respon-
dent Board of Education to permit this Pe-
titioner to remain silent and not to compel
him to recite the words of the Pledge of
Allegiance. I have no other choice.”

The court cited as an example a prece-
dent in the case of United States vs. Bar-
nette, which also involved a pledge of alle-
giance. The court quoted a portion from the
U, 8. Supreme Court’s decision in that case.
It said, in part: “If there is any fixed star
in our econstitutional constellation, it is
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that no official, high or petty, can pres
scribe what shall be orthodox in polities,
nationalism, religion, or other matters of
opinion or force citizens to confess by
word or act their faith therein. If there
are any circumstances which permit an ex-
ception, they do not now occur to us, We
think the action of the local authorities in
compelling the flag salute and pledge
transcends constitutional limitations of
their power and invades the sphere of in-
tellect and spirit which it is the purpose
of the First Amendment to our Constitu-
tion to reserve from all official controL”

The Superior Court then decided that
Ames’ right to freedom of speech had to
be upheld, declaring: “Because some may
think him odd, or even sacrilegious is of
no moment to this Court. We must and
we shall stand for his right, his own right
to think as he will so long as his way of
life resulting from his thoughts do[es] not
harm and do[es] not interfere with the
beliefs of others, We hold Petitioner has
the right to refuse to verbally recite the
Pledge, and I base this upon the Constitu-
tional ground, too, of Freedom of Speech,
—his right to express himself or speak in
a sense is his right to remain silent.”

These two cases, the one decided by the
Supreme Court and the one decided by the
California Superior Court, were welcomed
additions to the great legal bulwark pro-
tecting basic freedoms of the individual in
the United States. These courts are to be
commended for their integrity, for their
decisions benefit not only the individuals
directly involved but many others who
may take a like stand in the future.

Freedem of religion and freedom of
speech are precious. They are God given,
and no individual, whether in high or low
station, should deny them to others, It is
heartening to see that the high courts of
the United States continue to uphold these
basic freedoms.
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YOUR AUTO AS A SURVIVAL KIT

ITH the great number of auto accidents

that take many thousands cof lives year-

ly, one may not readily think of the
auto as a means of saving lives. Yet in some
-situations your auto can mean survival.

There are times when an auto breaks down
in very isolated areas, sometimes at night.
In these instances and in many others, such
as being marconed in a blizzard, flood or
desert, people have kept alive by staying with
their car, waiting for help. Usually it is easier
for search parties to find a car than an in-
dividual wandering about. Yet the first in-
c¢linatlon of a maroconed person is almost
always to set out for help.

“Too often,” says a California highway
patrolman of the motorist who thinks only
of leaving his car, “he’s bevond help when
we find him a couple miles down the road,
dead from exhaustion, heat or cold.” Accord-
‘ing to this patrolman, “not one motorist in
a. hindred sees his car as a survival kit."”

The auto can indeed be a survival kit, for
it has almost everything to keep one alive
except food. What is required is some imagi-
nation. As the leader of a rescue team in the
United States put it, one must turn his auto
to purpose and “wring from its ton or more
of metal, wires and gadgets the essentials
‘of survival.”

How can one survive by staying with his
car till help arrives? If there is no snow or
water nearby, there is a water reservoir un-
der .the hood of many kinds of autos. De-
pending on the car’s size, the radiator may
contaln up to twenty-ohe guarts of water.
Here 15 a thirst-quenching canteen for one
marooned in desertlike places. By using the
radiator's spigot on the car's underside, one
could get water, providing it has not been
contaminated with antifreeze, to last for days.
If the water is rusty, it could be filtered with
a handkerchief. For a cup, one could un.
screw the small bowl or sediment bulb at-
tached to the fuel line. Or one could use one
of the car's hubcaps. If digging or shoveling
materials are needed, one could use the jack
handle, hubcaps, sun visors or the glove.com-
partment door.

It you wanted to signal for help, how could
you use your auto? First, there is the auto’s
horn. The car may have a flashlight in the
glove compartment or trunk. Or one could
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unscrew the rearview mirror and use this as
a reflective signal, One motorist, car broken
down at night, removed a sealed-beam head-
light. Leaving it wired to the battery, he
directed its beam upward in wide, sweeping
-ares. He and his family were rescued. Still
another way to signal for help is to make
use of the oil under the car's hood. By burn-
ing a quart of oil in a hubcap, ohe can send
up a smecke sighal high into the sky, visible
for miles around. A litfle gascline poured
on top of the oll will help ignite it, but be
careful!

Rubber tubing or hoses could be used in
several ways, such as a tournigquet to stop
bleeding. In some cars a hose may be long
encugh to be used to siphon out gasoline
from the car's fuel tank.

A little gasoline will help to get a fire
going. If there is no wood to burn and warm-
ing is needed, one could do as some stranded
persons have done—set an auto tire on fire,
The gasoline helps the tire to get burning
and one tire may thus furnish warmth for
three to four hours. To get gasoline for start-
ing fires, one could open the drain plug on
the bottom of the gasoline tank. Or one could
use a rag or handkerchief tied to a wire and
thrust it into the flller pipe of the gasoline
tank. The gasoline-soaked rag\could be used
as a torch to start a fire, but be ready to
move back quickly when vou light it. Suppose
a stranded motorist had no matches., Some
motorists overlook the obvious: That their
car may have a built-in fire starter, a cig-
arette lighter. If the car has no such device,
the dome light's glass cduld be used to focus
the sun to start a fire. Or, if the motor runs,
a gas-soaked rag could be ignited by making
sparks from a spark-plug wire.

One of the most obvious uses of the car
for survival, of course, is as a place to
sleep or as shelter. In an electrical storm,
few places are as safe as a car with its
rubberdire insulation. When the car is used
as shelter from cold air, there may be slip-
covers, floor mats and rugs that can serve
as blankets or & means to shut out wind.

By using imagination while waiting for
help, a stranded motorist can use his aute
to withstand the rigors of cold, heat, wind,
sleet or snow. For in the auto are raw mate-
rials for family survival.
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TALY is one of the

many countries that
have felt the religious in-
fluence of the Roman
Catholic Church for cen-
turies. Every well-
informed person
knows that in the
past, particularly .
during the Middle .
Ages, the Catholic -
clergy exercised
great influence
over the lives of .
Italians, both in.
dividually and col-
lectively as a nation,

‘But what is the situation to-
day? How much religious in-
fluence does the Roman Catholic Church
exercise in Italy today? Does she still suc-
ceed in dominating the lives of the Italian
people as irrthe past? What is the attitude
of Italians in this regard? Do they accept

control by the church, or do they reject it? -

Church in Crisis

The fact of the matter is that in Italy,
called by some “the cradle of Christiani-
ty,” the Roman Catholic religion is in
deep trouble, losing ground year by year.
The situation has approached crisis pro-
portions,

Most Italians generally believe in God
and are Catholic because they were bap-
tized, christened and received communion
when they were children. But when they
see the Catholic church participating in
activities of which they disapprove, then
many make and follow a personal religlon
of their own, in which part of the Catholic
teaching is accepted and part is discarded,
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Therefore, it is common
to hear people say: “I be-
lieve in God but not in
the priests,” or, “I go to
church to pray when the
priest isn’t there.”
This is admitted
by Catholic news-
papers. La Voce
(The Voice), pub-
- g7 e o lished at Terni, on
e T January 19, 1958,
Lo < saldy “It is useless,
o v .o+ i fact, to keep on
e . . - repeating that

99% of us in Italy
correspondent are Catholics; sorry to say,
in haly useless and substantially false.

If we examine these statistics
in the light of the catechism, which is
what really counts, we find them false, A
Catholic is a person who: (1) is bap-
tized, (2} believes ALL the truths taught
by the Church, (3} practices a sacramental
life, (4) obeys the Church like God. Here
‘are some facts: about a third of the Italian
electorate vote for parties openly and re-
peatedly condemned by the Church on the
religious and moral level. From sufficiently
accurate polls we are assured that 31% of
Italians never go to mass, 34% are not
completely in favor of religious marriages,
459, believe one can be a good Catholic
and also a good socialist (follower of
Nenni), only 629, are against divorce,
only 389 are contrary to abortion. Yes,
99% of the Italian population are bap-
tized but if we check the other three re-
quirements of true Catholics, a fearful
lowering of the percentage is plainly evi-
den [}]
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A poll conducted by the newspaper
L’Espresso (The Express) on October 20,
1957, verified these conclusions. To the
question, “Are you a practicing Catholic?”
only 13 percent answered Yes, whereas 87
percent answered No! Emphasizing the
seriousness of the problem, Il Tempo (The
Time) of June 19, 1960, affirmed: “Ca-
tholicism risks, for the future, being
completely excluded from the life and cus-
toms of the local population. The unde-
niable technical-industrial progress of the
South . . . has created the dangerous ques-
tion of survival for the Catholic Church.
Nor is this a condition that takes place
only in the southern part of the peninsuia.”

The situation in the North is even worse.
The newspaper Eoma (Rome) of February
11, 1962, published the results of investi-
gations made by the Catholic dioceses
themselves in various regions of Italy. All
the clergy deplored the frightening crisis
in the religious condition of the people,
The newspaper stated: “People are not
what they were once upon a time. They
rarely attend the saeraments, participate
in religious rites only on helidays, and even
the number of these is plainly decreasing.
In short, one is brought to ask: ‘Do Ital-
ians really believe in God?"”

In the northern city of Bologna less than
a quarter of its 425,000 inhabitants of the
age of reason observed the “religious holi-
day of obligation” on any one winter Sun-
day. But even of those that attend Sunday
services, Eoma observed, ‘“only an appall-
ing 109 . . . can be considered actually
‘faithful’” This paper finally concluded:
“We have therefore ascertained, with un-
challengeable figures as evidence, that re-
ligiousness in Italy is in a continual crisis.
... It is as if millions of Italians had dis-
covered in themselves the vocation of pa-
ganism, of syncretism, or, at any rate, of
public disbelief,”
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Changing Atlitudes

This change is not only one of & care-
less drifting away from the church, but
glso involves basic attitudes.

For instance, on certain occasions of the
vear the priest visits every house In a
community in order to “bless” it by means
of the sprinkling of “holy water.” In ex-
change he receives eggs, cheese, money
and other gifts. During the period of Fas-
cist rule, when the church reigned su-
preme, this tradition met practically no
opposition. '

Now, however, unpleasant controversies
take place more often than the priests like
if they do not avoid the houses where
they are not desired, which are many,

Much of the time these controversies are .

due to political motives, but, in some cases,
opposition now arises hecause of differing
religious beliefs. Often the church’s han-
dling of matters results in bad publicity.
In one case a farmer in a little fown near
Rome prevented a priest from blessing his
stable and consequently was cited for out-
rage to the Public Prosecutor! But the
publicity resulting from the affair brought
great dishonor to .the Catholic church,
Furthermore, when the clergy appeal to
local authorities to vent their intolerance,
they lose the sympathy of the majority of
the people, who side with the ones being
persecuted.

A similar case, the echo of which has
not yet died down, is the one regarding the
Bellandi couple. These two young persons
got married in a civil ceremony, which is
the ohe required by the Italian govern-
ment. The Catholic bishop of Prato, how-
ever, accused them of concubinage, A trial
followed, which interested public opinion
throughout the entire country. As fore-
seen, the civil marriage was judged hon-
orable and valid by the State. But what
effect did this have on the minds of cb-
servers, including many Catholics? L’Es-
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presso of April 12, 1959, complained: “This
manner of interfering with the private
lives of two citizens is uncivilized and de-
plerable.” '

Communism a Formidable Foe

The rise of a huge Communist party in
Italy is one direct result of years of dis-
satisfaction with the Catholic church. It
is today one of the essential reasons for
the crisis in the Catholic religion in Italy,
for the Communists form one of the most
organized and dedicated groups in opposi-
tion to the church, In Italy the Commu-
nist party has caused millions of believers
to be led away from active participation in
their traditional religion.

Pope Pius XII tried to stop the growing
opposition of the Communists by excom-
municating the followers of this party and
denying them religious services. The re-
sults, however, were not satisfactory. In
fact, after the excommunication the num-
ber of Communists increased and their ag-
gressiveness became greater!

The following pope, John XXIII, made
efforts to draw them close again and ex-
erted a less hostile influence. But not even
this attitude made the situation any bet-
ter. The present pope, Paul VI, outlined in
a recent encyclical his desire to define the
situation and hold it within its present
limits, I’Osservatore Romano (The Roman
Observer) of December 6, 1964, said in
this regard: “This is the reason that ob-
liges the Holy Father, as it obliged his
predecessors, to condemn the ideological
systems which deny God and oppress the
Church, systems that are often identified
with economical, social and political re-
gimes, and among these especially atheis-
tic Communism.”

That the Roman Catholic Church fears
“especially atheistic Communism” is un-
derstandable when one considers that a
future political election in I'taly could pos-
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sibly mean the victory of the parties to
the Left,. including Communists, which
would likely mean the losing of privileges
now given to the church. For example,
at the present time the clergy receive a
salary from the State, the patrimony of
the church is recognized and her ecclesi-
astical jurisdiction is guaranteed in the
entire territory of the nation. But what
would happen if there was a political
change of a radical nature, with Leftist
forces controlling the government?

Other Manifestations of Animosity

Another manifestation of animosity that
underlines the sericus crisis plaguing the
Catholic church in Italy is the continual
repetition of particular news happenings,
Criminal acts occurring in places of Catho-
lic worship are becoming more frequent,
Sometimes they are even the object of
ridicule. Paese Sera (Evening Country) of
December 2, 1964, in the article “At
Centocelle Thief Repents (but not too
much),” announced a theft committed in
a parish of Rome. Having noted that the
thief had stolen ocbjects from statues of
Catholic saints and from an image of the
Madonna in the amount of three million
lire ($4,840), the article added: “It is note-
worthy that the thief had lit a candle in
front of the statue of St. Anthony, the
only candle that gave light in the church
immersed in darkness. Only the one who
had committed the theft could have lit it.
Did he do it perhaps in order to obtain
forgiveness?”

Furthermore, when the pope recently
made two trips to other countries, thereby
breaking a tradition that had lasted for a
long time, it appeared that many of the
people of Italy were pleased. It seemed to
mark a new conciliatory attitude, But this
does not mean that the words of the pope
were received without reservation, In fact,
uvpon his return from his trip to Palestine,
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the newspaper L’Espresso of January 19,
1964, said: “If the words of Paul VI are
supposed to be promises of a new course,
we shall be the first ones to greet them
as a real sign of new times; but they may
only be propaganda and in that ecase it is
safer fo wait for confirmation by the
facts.” And the article concluded: “Hon-

esty requires that one reserve enthusiasm -

for the accomplished facts more than for
the words that simply (and not always
clearly} announce them.”

Another event that caused animosity
toward the church on the part of believers
as well as nonbelievers had to do with
“Saint” Filomena. On August 10, 1805, a
little box containing the mortal remains
of the one who was supposed to be this
saint was carried to Mugnano del Cardi-
nale, near Avellino. A sanctuary was built
and pilgrims began to flock there. Besides
Italy, the cult of this “saint” spread to
France, Portugal, China, the Indies, the
United States of America, Canada and
Brazil. A number of articles, and also
books, have been written about her, and
many miracles have been attributed to her.
The existence of this presumed saint had
never been questioned.

A few years ago, however, the Catholic
church had “an accurate investigation”
made. What was the result? It was deter-
mined that this “saint"” never existed at
all! I1 Mattino (The Morning) of April 21,
1961, reported: “The Roman Curia ar-
ranged for an accurate investigation, The
research was carried out by the Congre-
gation of Rites and brought about the dis-
‘eoncerting conclusion that a saint by the
name of Filomena had never existed.”

For opposers of the church, this was
the kind of event that could only add to
their animosity. But for believers it was
stunning, shocking, to realize that for over
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a century they could have venerated a per-
son who had never existed! It was too
much of a shock for some. For others,
such as some of the people in Mugnano,
the indignation took the form of stating
that they would continue the veneration
of Filomena regardiess of what the church
said!

Support Waning

Adding to the difficulties of the church
in Ttaly these past few years has been the
economic condition of the people, which
has generally improved. The desire for
more of the conveniences of life is very
strong among Ttalians, This statefof mind
increasingly induces people to pursue ma-
terfalism and thereby takes them away
from their religion., The Catholic church
continually seeks new expedients in order
to try to stem the tide of the falling away.
For the young, recreation rooms are
opened near the churches. Carnivals and
folklore programg are arranged, But all
these nonspiritual manifestations and in-
stitutions do not have the desired effect.
Many people take part in them and enjoy
themselves as they would in any other
club, but they receive no spiritual benefit
whatever.

S0 despite centuries of domination by
the Roman Catholic Church over the peo-
ple of Ttaly, despite all the traditions, ar-
rangements and organizations designed to
perpetuate her empire, the population be-
comes increasingly indifferent to her. Her
influence wanes.

There is no deubt about it. The Roman
Catholic Church in Italy is deeply in trou-
ble, losing her influence over large seg-
ments of the population, and the church
has not been able to devise a remedy. This
portends the likely loss of even more in-
fluence in the immediate future.
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F YOU have children, you most likely

have been confronted with the decision
as to whether to have them vaccinated,
Parents are faced with this decision from
when the child is about two months old,
at which time doctors customarily recom-
mend vaccination for diphtheria, whoaop-
ing cough and tetanas. Later, when the
~ child goes to school, vaccination for sev-
eral other diseases may be insisted on by
school authorities. Should you as a parent
consent to these vaccinations? Are they
really a protection to the child against dis-
eases? Are they without danger? For some
parents the decision is not difficult to make,
but for others it is, because they have mis-
givings about the wisdom of vaccinations,
The decision must also be faced by per-
sons who want to travel to other lands.

Some persons are convinced that vae-
cinations are unnecessary and even dan-
gerous, and they firmly refuse vaccina-
tions of any kind. In Great Britain a
number of them have banded together into
an anti-vaccination league. Many other per-
sons with a special interest in health diets
also oppose vaccinations, maintaining that
a healthy body does not need vaccinations
for fighting diseases. Such opposers of vac-
cinations have argumenis against being
vaccinated and those with an opposite view
have arguments on why a person should
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be vaccinated. The arguments of both sides
merit consideration.

The Vuccination Theory

Throughout the ages past, contaglous
diseases have swept repeatedly through
large populations, taking a heavy toll in
lives and leaving great numbers of people
with damaged bodies. Smallpox, for ex-
ample, would often kill from 20 to 80 per-
cent of those it struck down, It has been
estimated that approximately 60 million
Europeans were killed by smallpox during
the eighteenth century. How to safeguard
the lives of people from the ravages of this

“and other diseases has been a grave medi-

cal problem, The answer in the eighteenth
century seemed to lie in the findings of
Dr. Edward Jenner, who, in 1796, took
material from blister-like eruptions on g
milkmaid’s hands and inoculated it into an
eight-year-old boy. He did this because
milkmaids who had contracted cowpox
from the cows they milked were untouched
by smallpox. A few weeks later he inocu-
lated the boy with pure smallpox material,
and the boy did not get smallpox. Why?

.What appears to be the answer is the
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reason why doctors want your children to
be vaccinated.

Although doctors do not clearly under-
stand what the body does when assaulted
by disease-causing organisms, they believe
that it preduces antibodies that neutralize
the harmful organisms called antigens,
When it is unable to produce antibodies
fast enough, the organisms cause the body
to become sick and to produce outward
evidence of disease. It is thought that im-
munity to the foreign organisms comes
when the body is able to recognize them
and to generate enough of the right type
of antibodies to neutralize them. The the-
ory behind vaccinations is based upon
these conclusions,

Temporary immunity is generated by in-
jecting into a person a weakened or in-
activated microscopic organism, which
might be either a very tiny virus that at-
tacks cells or parasitic plants known as
bacteria. The resulting antibodies last for
a considerable length of time, making the
person immune to the disease when he
comes in contact with it or at least pre-
venting him from getting a severe case of
it

In some instances, doctors say, a per-
son’s life depends upon his having anti-
bodies in his blood immediately. By the
time his body identifies the foreign orga-
nism and then manufactures the right
antibodies, it is too late. This is the case,
for example, with botulism food poisoning.
The organism causing this disease gives
off the most poisonous substance known to
man. A quick injection of a serum, called
an antitoxin, immediately gives a person
antibodies against this poison. This is said
to give him protection for a few weeks or
a few months., Vaccines act differently.
They do not provide ready-made anti-
bodies but stimulate the body to produce
its own, Consequently the protection they
give lasts much longer.
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How Prepared

In the preparation of antibodies for a
serum the blood of horses usually is used.
A horse is given successive doses of g
disease-causing organism, called g toxin,
In the case of tetanus, for example, a horse
is given small, but increasingly larger,
doses of toxin until it is hyperimmunized.
This process takes from six to nine months.
The antibodies, which are chemical com.
pounds, are removed from the horse's
blood and bottled as a serum, This is what
is injected into you when you are given a
serum. :

Gamma giobulin is an antitoxin, that is,
a serum, and it is obtained from pooled
human blood taken from persons whe have
built up antibodies against certain diseases,
The substance consists of one of several
chemical compounds found in the blood
plasma of such persons. When injected into
a person, it provides passive immunity for
only a short time, possibly up to five
weeks,

The fact that serums are prepared from
blood makes them undesirable to Chris-
tians because of the Biblical law agaipst
the use of blood. However, since they do
not involve the using of bleod as a food to
nourish the body, which the Bible directly
forbids, their use is a matter that must
be decided by each person according to hig
conscience. Vaccines, on the other hand,
do not involve blood in their preparation,

The organisms used in a vaccine are not
identical with those that cause the disease
for which the vaccine is made. In some
instances they have been inactivated with
chemicals or ultraviolet light, The Salk
poliomyelitis vaccine is of this type as well
as the vaccines for typhoid fever, rabies,
cholera and measles, to mention a few.
The inactivated organisms cannot, usually,
cause the disease, but they can stimulate
the hody to produce antibodies against it.
The inability of this type of vaccine to give

AWAKE!



protection for a great length of time with
out repeated booster shots is its chief dis-
advantage.

A llve vaccine, such as the Sabin polio-
myelitis vaceine, contains nonvirulent or-
ganisms that & person’s body can, in most
cases, overcome, and in so doing it builds
up an immunity to the disease, which im-
munity lasts for a very long time. There is
great difficulty in producing a satisfactory
live vaccine, because a strain of the disease-
causing organism must be found that is
sufficiently altered from the original that
it will not cause the disease and yet will
stimulate the body to produce antibodies,

Yellow-fever vaccine, which you are re-
quired to take if you travel to certain
Asian countries, contains an attenuated or
weakened virus that was obtained by pass-
ing the yellow-fever organism through
several hosts: the monkey, the mouse
and, finally, fertilized chicken eggs. The
changed organism that resulted from this
procedure is now grown commercially in
eggs for making the vaccine, The small-
pox vaceine, which so often Is administered
to travelers, is made from a virus of cow-
pox that is grown in chicken eggs. Cholera
vaceine, also required for travel to cer-
tain areas of the world, is a bacterial vac-
cine cultured in an artificial laboratory
medium. Most of the bacterial vaccines
are prepared on artificial material, which
means they are free from blood.

Risks

Notwithstanding the great effort made
by researchers to render vaccines safe,
their use involves a certain amount of
risk, Reactions can be caused that, in
some instances, are very serious, such as
extreme brain damage and even death.
Opponents of vaccination single out these
facts as some of the reasons why they
object to vaccinations. The National Anti-
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Vaccination League in Great Britain
points out that more people die from
smallpox vaéeinations in Great Britain
than from smallpox itself, In Germany 115
deaths have resulted from 32 million vac-
cinations,

Another reason for opposition to vae-
cinations is the dislike of having one’s
body contaminated with foreign organisms,
which, in some instances, actually cause
a person to get the disease against which
the vaccine is supposed to protect him.
The polio vaceines, for instance, were
found to be responsible for some cases of
polio. Vaccinations are, therefore, not nee-
essarily harmless but involve a definite
risk that some people prefer not to take.

Confirming the danger vaccinations pre-
senf, especially for infants, Professor
George Dick, head of the microbiology
department at the Queens University in
Belfast, warned that at least twenty ba-
bies a year would die if the British gov-
ernment insisted that all babies be vac-
cinated for smallpox. He pointed out: “In
order to obtain a highly immune\:opula—
tion, repeated vaccination of nearly every-
one at least six times during life would be
required, If this is what we want, then we
must be prepared to sacrifice at least 30

‘individuals a year and, in addition, pro-

duce about 30 neurological or psychiatric
cripples who have survived their post-
vaccinial encephalitis,” which is inflam-
mation of the brain.

The risk of bad reactions is much great-
er with serums than with vaccines. This
is due to the fact that serums usually are
made from horse blood and thus contain
protein matter that is foreign to humans.
Because of this, serum sickness is often
experienced after an injection. Hives, fever,
swollen joints, asthma, vascular collapse
or other reactions may become evident.
Death occurs sometimes when persons who
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have received an injection of horse serum,
and have become sensitive to it, are given
another injection of it at some later time.

Use of a serum can often be avoided by
being inoculated with a wvaccine well in
advance of trouble. An injection with a
tetanus vaccine, for example, gives a per-
son protection from the danger of the
lethal poison of tetanus organisms, should
he receive a wound from something that
has tetanus spores on it. A vaceination for
tetanus couldsvmean that tetanus serum
would be unnecessary. This is a factor a
person might want to consider since tet-
anus serum presents a greater risk of
bad side effects than the vaccine and also
is produced from blood.

In view of the hazards accompanying
vaccinations, persons opposing therm should
be given the right to decline to take the
risk of those hazards. Some public offi-
cials have shown a disregard for these
hazards, possibly because of not being
aware of them, and have tried to compel
people to be vaccinated. Parents often are
confronted with such officials in public
schools, who may refuse to let unvaceinat-
ed children stay in school. When such offi-
cigls adamantly refuse to respect their
right to refuse vaccinations for their chil-
dren, the parents must decide whether to
let their children be vaccinated so as to
remain in school or to find some other way
to get them educated. The issue for such
persons is not a religious one but one of
health risks. )

The view held by persons believing that
a healthy body does not need vaccinations
was presented by Prevention magazine of
October 1958. It stated: “A basic element
in the case against artificial immuniza-
tion is this: just as outward sanitation has
helped rid us of some basic causes of diph-
theria, so internal cleanliness of the child’s
system would surely take care of the rest
of the problem. A clean and healthy blood-
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stream, achieved by a good diet of unre-
fined foods, healthful exercise and use of
food supplements has a high immunity of
its own to all infections. There is no need
then to inject & new immunizing factor to
combat each contagious disease, for the
body will manufacture its own as the need
to defend itself arises.”

Are They Necessary?

There can be little doubt that vaceina-
tions appear to have caused a marked de-
crease in the number of people contracting
certain contagious diseases. During the
first thirty years of this century there
were thousands of smallpox cases in the
United States. From 1920 to 1930 alone,
they ran from 30,000 to 100,000 annually,
but in recent years there have been only
about 55 cases of smallpox annually, with
no deaths. Vaccinations also appear to
have caused a decline in polio,

Strange as it may seem, epidemic polio-
myelitis seems to be a disease peculiar to
this sanitary twentieth centusy, As late as
1887, it was unknown; and in places where
the standards of hygiene are low it does
not seem to be present. An explanation
for this might be in what opponents of
vaccination say. Prevention magazine of
June 1964 mentions that a polio epidemic
in one locality was stopped when the chil-
dren there were put on a diet that eliminat-
ed refined sweets such as ice cream, soda,
candy and pastry that caused a lowering
of their blood sugar. Such things are not
eaten to any great extent where standards
of living are low.

The highest incidence of polio in the
United States was in 1952, when there
were 57,879 cases of it. After that the Salk
polio vaccine began to be used, Since then
polio cases have dropped precipitously. In
1957 they had fallen to 5,000, and for the
years 1961 and 1962 there were fewer than
1,000 cases,
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Programs of mass inoculations have ap-
parently just about stamped out ceriain
contagious diseases that used to do a great
amount of damage. This fact convinces
many people that vaccinations are neces-
sary. But some doctors guestion the wis-
dom of carrying on a mass inoculation
program against a disease that is prac-
tically nonexistent or at least is under
scontrol, in view of the many deaths or life-
long injuries caused by vaccinations. The
magazine Clinical Pediatrics, of July 1964,
pointed out that some medical men have
suggested that mass vaccination programs
for smallpox be instituted only when a
threat to public health appears. At such
times there would be vaccination casual-
ties, to be sure, but not as many as would
accumulate over the years from a con-
tinuous vaccination program.

Other Approaches

Vaccination is only one of several ap-
proaches in the fight against diseases.
Much can be said in favor of proper diet
and exercise for building up a healthy body
that can combat the attacks of disease-
causing organisms. What & person puts
into his body to nourish it is certain to
affect its ability to cope with foreign or-
ganisms, In line with this view is a recent
discovery,

It has been found that cells produce a
substance that stops viruses of all kinds.
It makes its appearance as soon as a cell
is invaded by a virus and has been called
“interferon.” Regarding it, Harper’s maga-
zine of May 1964 said: “Against the nu-
cleic acid of the virus . . . the invaded cell
generates a substance that blocks the re-
production of the virus and stops the in-
fection. Unlike antibodies which act out-

side the cells, this substance goes to work
right inside the infected eell.”

Still another waiscovery is a group of
chemical compounds called “pacifarins,”
which enable the body of a mouse to make
an adjustment to disrase-causing bacteria
so that the bacteria live peacefully with
the mouse, as many ther bacteria already
do. This is a differgnt approach from that
of immunology, which functions on the
theory that a war must be carried on with
certain microscopic organisms instead of
aiding the body to live peacefully with
them.

There is much that man has yet to
learn about how the human body copes
with invading bacieria and viruses. From

-what he has learned thus far, it is clearly

evident that the body was designed to exist
safely in a world that teems with micro-
scopic organisms, When it functioned per-
fectly in the beginning, there was no prob.
lem with contagious diseases, but now that
we are far removed from that day, our
imperfectly functioning bodies oftentimes
have difficulty in keeping these small orga-
nisms under control. Obviously increasing
that difficulty are diets that fail to give
the body all the substances with which it
needs to work. The accumulation of detri-
mental chemical substances in the body
algo affect its smooth operation,

The question as to whether you and
your children should be vaccinated is
something for personal decision. You must
decide on the basis of what you feel is the
best course for the health of your children
as well as for your own health. No one
should be criticized for his decision. In
view of the many risks involved with vac-
cinations, the course of wisdom seems to
be one of caution,
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THE EATABLE DEFL

By "Awnke!” correspondent in Pusrte Rice

QU probably have eaten it in a moist
fruitcake; or perhaps it has flavored

some medicine you took that otherwise
would have heen unpleasant to swallow. What
18 it? It belongs to the lime and lemon family;
it is that remarkable fruit, the citron. Though
sitmilar to other citrus fruits, it has one big
difference: It cannot be peeled!

Come with me now to a brining plant to
see how the citron is prepared before it is
devoured as tasty candied cubes in delicious
cakes and confections.

As we follow the narrow, winding road
just a few kilometers out of the mountain
town of Adjuntas, Puerto Rico, you probably
are still wondering why a citron cannot be
peeled like an orange. Now that we are ar-
riving at this small brining plant, you will
see for yourself. These piles of ciiron are
brought from the mountainous orchards. Pick
one up for yourself and you will see that,
although it appears much like an oblong
grapefruit, it is much heavier. This is because
the citron is almost all peeling! The juicy
segments of pulp are small in comparison

to the peeling. For example, a citron that is

four or five inches in diameter has only about
one and a half inches of pulp; the rest is
white peel. Se now you see why it would be
almost impossible to peel it.

A friendly native, Sefior Trabajador, who
has worked here for years is willing to ex-
plain the steps involved to prepare the citron.
First, we are all encouraged to pronounce
the Spanish word for citron, cidra. He ex-
plains that the word is confused with sidre,
which is pronounced the same but which is
apple cider. But right now the cidra is being
dumped into these huge cement vats of salf-
water, The nicely shaped fruits about ten
inches long, weighing about one and a half
pounds, will remain seaking from thirty to
forty days. This is the brining of the fruit,
dohe mainly to preserve it. During this time
hacteria develop and make the fruit spongy;
also the flavor beads of the outer rind expand
and the citrus acidy flavor of the pulp per-
meates the thick peel.

Now let us suppose that thirty or more
days have passed and the citron is ready to
be removed from the brining water. But now
Sefior Duefio offers to continue the explana-
tion. The fruit is cut in half lengthwise; and
this special cutting machine is designed to
cut each citron in half and remove the center
sections of seeds and pulp. You will notice
that the citron has become somewhat trans.
parent and rubbery. Sometimes the halves
are shipped as they are, or they are diced in
half-inch cubes. The fruit is now packed in
large wooden barrels with water, salt and
alum to preserve the solidness, and copper
sulphate to turn the peel an appealing color
of light green. With the sealing of the wood-
en barrels, the fruit is ready for its journey
to be candied and used.

Most citron will be candied and mixed with
proper portions of lemon, grapefruit, cherries
and papaya for use in cakes and confections.
But some citron is used for flavoring cooling
drinks, as well as liguors and medicines.

Citron has been around for a long time.
Archaeologists trace citron seeds to old Nip-
pur sites in southern Babylonia and even
to rellefs on the tombs of the Fharaohs of
Egypt. Hebrews, Persians and Greeks all be-
came acquainted with the citron; and it be-
came traditionally used in the Jewish feast
of the tabernacles or hooths. Jewish tradi-
tion holds that the “fruit of splendid trees”
of Leviticus 23:40 to be used in the festival
of booths is the Etrog citron. Jews support
this tradition by referring to the words of
the Jewish historian Josephus, who wrote:
“On this Festival we carry in our hands a
branch of myrtle, and willow, and a bough
of the palm-ree, with the addition of the
citron.”

S0 the unusual citron has had a long and
varied history. And fike other splendid fruits
the Creator has given man, it is being put
to many uses, Perhaps you will most often
recognize it in cakes and confections, as
those flavorful cubes from the fruit that is
almost all peel.

®
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AVE you ever read the

greater portion of a
magazine article, only to
find the most interesting
part missing?
Have you
searched through
. piles of maga-
zines looking for
a certain subject you remem-
ber having read, and discov-
ered that, while other issues
were there, the one you need-
ed was missing? Doubtless
you have had such disheart-
ening experiences, but are
they all in the past? For in-
stanee, two or three years
from now, where will you be
able to find this issue of
Awake!? Will it be in a pile
of tattered magazines? Will
it be the one that is missing
when you want it? Or will
it be in an attractively
bound volume?*.

A great part of having knowledge lies
in knowing where to find information, but
how can valuable information printed in
magazines be kept in such a way as to
make it readily available?

RBind It! ' :
The purpose of binding is to cover or
‘protect publications, such as magazines of
lasting value, for future use. If you have,
In your library, magazines that you would
like tb have bound, there are two ways to
get the job done: (1) Have the work done
at some local general-job bindery or
(2) make a pleasant hobby of binding them

* Many readers of The Watchtower and Awagke!
regularly get bound wolumes of the magazines from
the Publishers at the end of each year. Others like to
keep the individual coples that they have studled and
carefully marked.
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EIND
THOSE

MAGAZINES

yourself. If you choose the
first solution, the maga-
Zines for each volume
should be put in order, tied
together and la-
beled with your
name, the color
of the cover and
the title'to be em-
bossed on the cover. While
some commercial binderies
bind only new books directly
from printeries, you prob-
ably will be able to find a lo-
cal bindery that specializes in
doing personal rebinding for
individuals or libraries, But if
-you should choose the second
solution, binding them your-
self, you can look forward to
an interesting and satisfying
experience., Manuals describing
several methods .of binding are
available in some libraries, but the

basic steps are quite simple to follow.

What equipment will you need to do the
binding yourself? Basically, the following:
scissors, hammer, awl or sharp nail, darn-
ing needle, sewing frame (which you ecan
make), and vise or press (which you can
also make). Before you begin, though, it
would be helpful to find some old book
that is soon to be discarded and carefully
take it apart, especially examining the end-
sheets or flyleaf papers, the construction
of the cover and the shape of the back or
spine of the book. Then start on your own
binding job.

Sewing Frame and Press

Why not start by making the sewing
frame? A simple frame of the general
shape shown on the next page is all that
is needed. To bind magazines the size of
Awake! a board twelve inches square with
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two uprights and a crossbar six inches
‘above the board will do.

If you have a vise available, all you need
for the press are two hardwood boards or
pieces of heavy plywood slightly larger
than the magazines to be bound. However,

SEWING FRAME

Thread

if you do not have a vise, you can make a
satisfactory press quite easily. For this
you need two boards about two inches
longer and two inches wider than the mag-
azines. Bore a quarter-inch hole near
each corner, three-quarters of an inch
from the ends and edges of the boards. You
can use these boards as a press by placing
the magazines between them and tighten-
ing bolts inserted through the maitching
holes, Notice the illustration on page 25.

Sewing the Magazines

In preparation for sewing, remove the
metal staples from the magazines, being
careful not to tear out the paper be-
tween the holes, If the magazines are
fluffy, you can stack them under a
weight or in the press for a week; this
will reduce the thickness of the finished
volume, Arrange the individual copies in
the order desired for binding,

It is now time for you to make the end-
sheets, Fold two large pieces of heavy
kraft wrapping paper in half, and trim
them to the exact size of the magazines.
On the front of the first magazine, run
a one-quarter-inch strip of adhesive or
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glue the length of the magazine near the
fold. Then place one of the endsheets over
this magazine so that the fold on it match-
es the fold on the magazine. The other end-
sheet is similarly attached to the back of
the last issue. -

When the endsheefs are dry, you
should arrange the magazines so that
the back and top edges are all even, and
then mark eight lines across the back
of the magazines so holes can be
punched in exactly the same spots in
each issue. If the top and back edges
are not kept even or the holes are not
in the same place on each magazine,
the appearance of the finished volume
will suffer, Sample dimensions for holes
in a magazine the size of Awake! are
given in the sewing illustration. ¥You can
use the awl or a sharp nail to punch eight
small holes in the center fold of each is-
sue, making sure that the holes go all the
way through the center page. You are now
ready to begin sewing.

Tack three narrow cloth tapes {such as
dressmaker’s twill tape or thin, flat shoe.
laces) on the sewing frame tightly between
the crosshar and bottom board so they

SEWING

will correspond to the space between the
holes in the magazines. This is illustrated
on the sewing frame. Leave an extra two
incheés of each tape below the board,
There are a number of sewing methods
that could be used, but we will explain just
one of those that produce a strong book.
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Lay the first magazine on the sewing
frame. Working from the right side, pass
a darning needle with heavy thread into
the first hole, out the second hole, around
the first tape, into the third hole, and so
forth, Notice this in the sewing illustra-
tion. After completing the last hole in that
magazine, it is time to put down the sec-
ond issue. This time yvou work from left

to right. Pull the thread snugly enough fo-

hold each succeeding magazine compactly
to the one before it. Notice in the sewing
illustration how the threads
are linked on the ends and
in the center. While it is
important to have the mag-
azines tightly sewn togeth.
er, be careful that you do
not tear the paper. When
you have completed the last
issue, tie the ends of the
thread to some nearby loop
so the book will stay to-
gether. The tapes may now
be cut, leaving about two
inches of each tape hanging on each side,

Rounding the Back
Being sure that the magazines are even

on the top and back edges, lightly com-
press them between the boards of the vise
or press. Apply a thin coat of flexible ad-

hesive to the spine. (A flexible hide glue’

that must be heated or a general-purpose
-adhesive that does not become brittle when
it dries should be used.) At this point you
can consider the edges of the volume, If
you would like to have them all smooth,
you may be able to have the volume
trimmed at a local bindery. But if you
. kept the top edge perfectly even while sew-
ing, you may not need to have the volume
trimmed. Some books are trimmed only
on the top edge anyway. '
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The next step is to form the round on
the book. Lay the volume on some flat
surface and, using your thumb on the
front edge, form the spine into a slight
convex roll. You may even need to tap the
back edges lightly with a hammer. Re-
taining this roll, put the volume back in
the press. Make sure that it is tight and
that the spine protrudes about one-eighth
of an inch. Examine the shape of the spine
in the press illustration, By lightly strik-
ing glancing blows with a hammer, care-
fully working from the cen-
ter of the spine toward the
side edges, slowly bend
over the outside edges. This
should be done slowly and
with great care.

Next, cut a piece of
cheesecloth, or some simi-
lar open-mesh cloth, three
inches wider and one inch
shorter than the_ spine. Al-
so, cut a piece of paper,
such as from a paper bag,
the same length as the cloth but only
as wide as the rounded spine. Next, coat
the spine with flexible adhesive and cen-
ter the cloth, making sure it sticks to the
entire back. Then cover this with the
brown paper and rub it until it is firmly
in place. The book will have to remain
in the press until the glue is dry. Later,
vou should cut the tapes to the length of
the overhanging cloth and fray the ends
of the tapes so they will lie flat and not
produce bumps under the endsheets.

The Cover

Finally we arrive at the making of the
cover. Proceed cautiously with this step,
since much of your success or failure with
the finished volume will depend on how
carefully and correctly you make the cov-
er. You may even want to experiment with
a sample cover, By doing so, you will
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learn much that will improve the quality
and appearance of the finished volume.

The first parts of the cover to prepare
are two cards of flat cardboard stock about
one-sixteenth te one-eighth of an inch
thick. Some stationery stores sell gray
card stock, and Jarge pads of paper are
often backed with a card stock that might
be thick enocugh, If it is not possible to
obtain stock of sufficient thickness, two
pieces can be pasted together and allowed
to dry under pressure
so they do not warp.
Cut the cards one-
quarter inch longer
than the height of
the volume, To deter-
mine the correct
width, carefully mea-
sure the distance
from the front lip on
the round to the
front edge of the volume. The cards should
be one-eighth inch wider than this mea-
surement. Thus they will rest against the
projecting lips and extend one-eighth inch
over the remaining three sides.

The backbone strip can be cut from a
thinner cardboard, such as the sides of a
cereal box. This flexible strip should be the
exact height of the cards just cut for the
cover, and the width of the rounded spine.
Once the two cards are pasted to the cover
material, the backstrip will be centered
between them, leaving equal hinge space
on both sides of the strip.

The cover material itself can be any
suitable cloth, such as book cloth, denim
or light canvas. To find the size needed,
temporarily put the side cards in place on
the book, wrap the cover material around
the volume and mark on it the edges of the
cards. It should be cut to provide an over-
lap of five-eighths of an inch on each side.
Evenly coat one side of the cards with ad-
hesive and position them as marked on
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Fold

COVER

the cover material, making sure that the
edges are in line with each other, After
you cut off the corners as illustrated, paste
down the overlapping edges and tuck in
the corners. (You may want to practice
making corners with the material dry be-
fore you apply adhesive to the overlapping
edges.} The cover should be put under
pressure until it is dry.

While the cover is still flat you can put
the title on it. There are a number of ways
this ean be done, such
as having the title
embossed on it in
gold at some bindery
or lettering it with
paint or ink. To com-
plete the book, first
check to see that the
cover fits, allowing &
lip of about one-
eighth of an inch all
around the book. Apply an even coat of
adhesive to the two endsheets, Be sure
that the cloth and tapes are completely
pasted. down on the endsheets and cov-
ered with adhesive so they will stick to
the cover. It may help if you place a piece
of paper between the endsheets so that no
adhesive gets on the pages. Now you can
insert the volume in the cover, taking care
to see that it is in square and that the
endsheets lie flat., Replace the volume be-
tween the pressing boards up to the round-
ed lip and firmly compress it. The volume
will need about a day to dry.

If you are a parent and would like to do
more things together with your children,
you might try this sometime. Some who
started binding magazines as a hobby
found that they developed sufficient skill to
turn it into a profitable part-time job that
allowed them spare time to do other things.
So the next time you have a group of
magazines that you would like to save for
future reference, why not bind them?

AWAEE!
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Why Was David
Shown Mercy?

i

MONG the incidents recorded in the

Bible that have caused questions to be
raised by both nonbelievers and believers
is that of David’s great sin of taking an-
other man’s wife, Bath-sheba. They find
it difficult to reconcile it with Jehovah's
statement at the time he chose young Da-
vid that David was a man ‘agreeable to
God’s heart,” as well as with the record
made by David of zeal for Jehovah's wor-
ship. What is here said by way of explana-
tion is not to justify David in any sense
of the word but merely to reconcile the
fact of his sin with what ¢lse the Bible
has to say about him.—1 Sam. 13:14.

Even as a young man David was re-
markable, to say the least. He was re-
ported to King Saul as being a skilled mu-
sician, a valiant mighty man of war, an
intelligent speaker, a well-informed man
and, most important of all, it was reported
that “Jehovah is with him.” What a rec-
ommendation'—1 Sam. 16:18,

No question about King David’s leading
an active and strenuous life. His extending
the boundaries of his country to their God-
ordained limits must have involved no
little warfare. But when once he ‘took it
easy, as the saying goes, he got into dif-
ficulty; he stayed home when he should
have been at the head of his armies, even
as we read: “It came about at the return
of the year, at the time that kings sally
forth, that David proceeded to send Joab
and his servants with him and all Israel,”
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while David kept “dwelling in Jerusalem.”
Here, likely, was the initia] yielding to the
flesh, to creature comfort, that was to lead
to such disastrous consequences.—2 Sam.
11:1.

David had much power as a monarch,
and s¢ was used to having his own way
in matters, and this no doubt made it
eagier to suceumb to the temptation to
take Bath-sheba; also, he had a number
of wives and so was accustomed to inti-
macies with more than one woman. No
doubt these factors contributed to David’s
succumbing to temptation—Deut. 17:14-
20; 2 Sam. 11:2-5,

When David learned that Bath-sheba
was pregnant due to his having had rela-
tions with her, he tried to cover up the
matter by having her husband return from
the battle lines to enjoy his wife, But
scrupulous Uriah refused to violate God’s
law regarding sanctity of warfare. (Deut.
23:9, 10) Now what to do? Clearly Bath-
sheba was in danger. The only way to
cover up their sin would be by freeing
Bath-sheba to marry him. So David gave
instruetions that caused her husband to
die in battle. Upon her becoming a widow
David accepted the obligation of the child
about to be born by taking her as wife.
He may well have complimented himself
on that narrow escape, but God had taken
note of all that had happened.—2 Sam. 11:
8-17, 27.

Thus David broke commandment after
commandment, against coveting, stealing,
adultery and murder. One sin led to an-
other, like the burglar who Kills when he
is surprised. Why was David shown mercy?

First of all, because of his sincere re-
pentance. When brought face to face with
his sin by the prophet Nathan, he humbly
confessed: “I have sinned against Jeho-
vah.” Because of his sincerely repenting,
the prophet Nathan told him: “Jehovah,
in turn, does let your sin pass by. You
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will not die.” The sincerity or mis repen-
tance is also seen in the psalm he com-
posed on the subject, Psalm 51, as well
as in the fact, let it be noted, that he
never was involved in adultery again.
—2 Sam. 12:13.

Further, David had built up a record of
merit with God. What nobility he had
shown toward Saul, whom he could have
killed on two occasions, and who was try-
ing to kill him! (1 Sam. 24:1-15; 26:1-16}
Besides, what exploits of faith he had to
his credit and what zeal he manifested for
Jehovah’s pure wor-
ship as seen in his
desire to build a tem-
ple for Jehovah!
—Matt. 6:20.

- Then again, Geod
showed David mercy
hecause he was born
in sin, having inherited sinful tendencies.
As David later said about the matter;
“Look! With error I was brought forth
with birth pains, and in sin my mother
conceived me.”—Ps, 51:5,

" In particular was David shown mercy
because of the covenant God had made
with him for the kingdom. In it, among
other things, God stated concerning those
who would rule in that dynasty: “When
he does wrong, I will also reprove him with
the rod of men . . . As for my loving-
kindness, it will not depart from him the
way I removed it from Saul.” In the light
of these circumstances it can be seen why
David succumbed to this sin and why God
showed him mercy.—2 Sam. T7:14, 15,

But let no one overlook the fact that
David did not go scot-free, Because of his
sin God, through his praphet Nathan, pro-
nounced a terriblespunishment upon him,
which David experienced to the full; “Now
a sword will not depart from your own
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nouse uw Qimne agiinoe, as @ Conseijuence
of the fact that you despised me so that
you took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to
become your wife. This is what Jehovah
has said, ‘Here I am raising up against
you calamity out of your own house; and
I will take your wives under your own eyes
and give them to your fellow man, and he
will certainly lie down with your wives
under the eyes of this sun . . . also the
son himself, just borh to you, will positive.
ly die”’ ” What suffering, too, David must
have endured as his sin became common
knowledge and he be-
gan to suffer the pun-
ishment foretold! He
may well have
thought that death
would have been eas--
ier—2 Sam. 12:9-
14,

Truly, when we examine all the facts
and implications, we can well under-
stand how it was possible for King Da-
vid, who had been faithful in other mat-
ters, to be overtaken by such a heinous
sin and why God showed him mercy
although not without severe punishment.
David's great sin is a wholesome warn-
ing to all servants of Jehovah God not
to feel self-confident but to remember:
“Let him that thinks he is standing be-
ware that he does not fall.” (1 Cor. 10:12)
However, it is also a source of comfort to
those overtaken in a serious fault that if
truly repentant, they can appeal to God
for mercy, even as King David was per-
mitted to do, and, if their heart and rec-
ord are good, they will be shown mercy.

And not to be overlocked is the great
witness that the recording of this incident
gives to the honesty and candor of Bjble
historians, Nathan and Gad did not shrink
from recording this incident, even though
they loved and respected their king.

e
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Witneases Assemble

@ The series of *“Word of
Truth” Assemblies of Jeho-
valt's witnesses that got under
way June 9 to 13 in Dublin,
Eire, and Edinburgh, Scotland,
continued during the following
weeks in cities of Europe and
the United States. From June
17 to 20 thousands of dele-
gates gathered in Oslo, Nor-
way, with the attendance
reaching 12,332, The following
week Helsinki, Finland, was
the host city, and 17,088 were
present. That same week the
series of “Word of Truth” As-
semblies opened in the United
States in Seattle, Washington,
where a cdpacity crowd of 15,-
575 gathered on the final day.
From June 30 to July 4 a
fine assembly was held in
Rotterdam, the Netherlands,
and a peak attendance of 21,
816 was reached. The follow-
ing week Furopean assemblies
were held in Luxembourg,
Tuaxembourg, where 3,335 were
in attendance, and Charleroi,
Belgium, where 11,710 as-
sembled. From Seattle the as-
semblies in the United States
moved down to California,
where 15802 met in Sacra-
mento and 31,537 in San Diego.
For the United States the
series of assemblies will con-
clude with a huge gathering
at Yankee Stadium in New
York City August 24 to 29. You
will greatly beneflt if you can
be in attendance.

AUGUST g2, 1965

Blessing Wars
@ It is a sad day when a polit-

ical leader has to advise
churchmen as to thelr respon-
sibility. But on June 7, leader
of the New Democratic Party
of Canada, T. C. Douglas, urged
church leaders not to bless
wars, because modern wars
represent social sulcide. Doug-
las told about 900 delegates
to a Baptist convention of On-
tario and Quebec, Canada, that
even a holy war on commu-
nism should not be condoned.
“Communism is an idea,” he
said, and *“you cant kill an
idea with a gun”

End of a Viclent Life

@ During seven years of crim-
inal activity the notorious Co-
lombian bandit twentymnine-
year-old Efraln Gonzalez, is
reported to have Killed 233
persons, wounded 91 and kid-
napped three, Finally, in June,
a force of 425 soldiers sur-
rounded his suburban Bogota
hideout and shot him. In his
pockets at the time of his
death were found a scapulary,
a crucifix, several images of
the virgin and a rose-colored
cloth shield with the inscrip-
tion, “Stop! The heart of Je-
sus is with me.” Apparently
Gonzalez was very religious.

Water Shortage

@ New York City and sur-
rounding areas are faced with
a serious water shortage. By

the first week of July the city’s
redervolrs were at about 50.
percent capacity, compared
with the normal 95 percent.
Restrictions forbid watering
lawns, washing cars and even
for restaurants to serve water
unless specifically asked for -
by customers,

Dangerous Glue

& This spring when some dry
glue containing blood dropped
from a truck near Salem, Ore-
gon, and scattered along the
highway, it was a matter of
real concern. Why? Because
blood, unless sterilized, can
spread foot-and-mouth disease
and rinderpest or African
swine fever. Therefore, to en-
sure apgainst the possibility
that the blood in the glue was
‘tontaminated, the State High-
way Department brought out
its big burner and scorched
the area. Glenn B. Rea, state
veterinarian with the Oregon
Department of Agriculture,
stressed the extreme danger of
handling the blood of animals
infected with certain infectious
diseases.

Smoking Peril - .
@® Speaking at the 61st an-
nual meeting of the National
Tuberculosis Association in
Chicago, Dr. Luther L. Terry,
United States Surgeon Gen-
eral, sald: “Studies of mortal-
ity ratios of smokers and non-
smokers indicate that 240,000
men will die prematurely this
year from diseases associated
with cigarette smoking.” He
explained: “About 138000 of
these deathis will be from dis-
eases clearly and definitely as-
sociated with smoking, such
as cancer of the lung, larynx,
oral cavity, esophagus, and
bladder, as well as bronchi-
tis, emphysema and coronary
heart disease. Another 102,000
premature deaths will result
from diseases where the rela-
tionship to cigarette smoking,
while not obvious, is never-
theless clearly indicated.”
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Biggest Earnings

@& The American Telephone
and Telegraph Company
achieved the highest earnings
aver reported by any company
in a twelve-month period. In
the year ending May 31 its
net income reached $1,763,441,-
000, to top the General Motors
Corporation earnings of $1,.
734,781,555 achieved in the
1964 calendar year.

New York City Crime

& In 1964 New York City
crime increased in every cate-
“gory; including murder, up
from 549 in 1963 to 637 last
year, rape, which rose from
1277 to 1,504, and felonious
assaults, which climbed from
13,025 to 14831, A total of
150,690 felonies were reported
in the city in 1964, an increase
of 12.8 percent over the 133,793
reported the year before, An
amazing $101,484,552 worth of
property was stolen and only
about one-third of it, $33,129,.
408, was recovered. There can
be no question that lawless.
ness is on the increase.

Reaching for the Moon

@ On June 28 the American
public got its first close look
at the men whom the Unjted
States hopes will be the first
to get a close look at the
moon. SiX astronauts were
chosen, five of whom are mar-
ried. On the average, they
stand just over flve feet ten
inches tall and weigh a little
more than 160 pounds. It is
estimated that the first moon
flight is at least four years
away and not one of these six
men is expected to go alone.
Now they train in a world ot
serious make-believe Wwhere
they are surrounded by the
sights, sounds, and even odors
that they are expected to en-
counter on a lunar Jjourney,
Astronaut Neil Armstrong
said, “When we step out onto
the moon for the first time,
it will be almost as familiar
as our backyards.”
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Hospltals Nationalized

& Four missionary hospitals
in Burma, including the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Hospital
and the Ramakrishna Mission
Hospital in Rangoon, have
been nationalized by govern-
ment authorities. The an-
nouncement made July 5
disclosed that all medical
equipment, cars and other as-
sets were to be handed over to
the government.

Russia’s Glant Plane

@ The world's largest com-
merclal plane was unveiled by
Russia recently at the Inter-
national Air Show. It is 187
feet long, has a wingspread of
211 feet and weighs 250 tons
with a maximum load, The
plane is capahble of carrying
T20 passengers or 80 tons of
cargo at a crulsing speed of
420 m.ph. The largest U.S,
cargo planes handle loads of
3% to 50 tons,

Meddling in Politics

@® On June 27 Roman Cath-
olic priest Fred Stadtmueller
was handcuffed and evicted
from the Isleta Indian pueblo,
a town of about 2,200 persons
Iocated about ten miles south

of Albugquerque, New Mexico. .

‘T am not objecting to the
Catholic religion,” pueblo gav-
ernor Andy Abeita explained.
“My objection is against one
persen, and that is Monsighor
Fred Stadimueller. He has
continuously interfered with

_pueblo polities and affairs.”

Fope May Visit UN.

@ Arrangements are being
considered for Pope Paul VI
to visit the United Nations
sometime next year. “It is too
early to say” the pope will
make the trip, Vatican sources
said. “But he is seriously con-
sidering it. The purpose would
be to join with the UN.
secretary-general in an over-
all plea for negotiation, dis-
armament and world peace.”

Lost Love of Sclence

& At a recent Nobel laureates
gathering in Lindau, Germarny,
Professor Max Boern disclosed
that the famous scientlst Al
bert Einstein hagd written him
shortly before his death in
1955 that he had developed an
aversion to science. He wrote
that if he had his life to live
over he would not choose &
protesslon “that has to do with
the search for knowledge”
The dropping of the atomic
bomb, to which he had con.
tributed with his knowledge,
was chiefly responsible for
Einstein's feelings. Born said
that he was planning to pub-
lish the correspondence.

An Alarming Foss

@ The Church of Scotland
hag talked about church unity,
church collections and women
elders, but one of its meost
pressing problems is the loss
of members, In the last eight
years, despite a population in-
crease of 81,200, there has been
a steady decline in church
members, from 1,315,630 to
1,259,162—a loss of more than
56,000. In this same period
the Scottish Episcopal Church
lost 11,000 members.

FPopulation Statistics

@ The 19645 U.N. Statistical
Yearbook shows that in 1963,
the latest year for which com-
plete statistics were available,
Asia had 1,748,000,000 people,
or well over half the world's
population. There are four na-
tions that can also account
for about half the world’s pop-
ulation: China with 647 mil-
lion, India with 460 million,
Russia with 225 million and
the United States with a re-
ported 183 miiiion,

Cancer and Folk Mediclne

@ Bcience News Leiter for
June 19, 1965, states that ex-
tracts of milkweed and dog-
bane, plants used for thou-
sands of years in folk medicine,
have been found effective In
test-tube experiments against
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human cancer cells, In Costa
Rica, Mexico, India and in
other places of the earth peo-
ple have used milkweed agalnst
growths. Dogbane has been
used by common folks to get
rid of warts and other growths.
Cancer specialists do nhot be-
lieve that they will find one
compound that will prove use.
ful as a universal cancer drug;
however, they do believe they
may find that different com-
pounds may be used 10 freat
various types of malignancy.
The next step will be to test
milkweed and dogbane ex.
tracts on apimal tumors.

Halts His Own Funeral

& One morning recently, Mar-
celino Monteverde, a Venezue-
lan shoemaker, awoke to find
himself nalled inside a coffin.
He had suffered a heart at-
tack and was believed to be
dead. Fortunately he awoke

durlng hs own funeral, and
when he began banging on the
coffin Hd his mourning family
let him out.

Patients’ Rights

& Blood transfusion cases of
Jehovah's withesses are dis-
cussed in 1964 Montana Laow
Review, Volume 26, On pages
103 and 104 the New Jersey
Supreme Court decision of
last year, which authorized giv.
ing a full-.grown adult a blood
transfusion against her wish-
es, was considered. However,
the law review concluded that
the declslon “Is too dangerous

“to be allowed as precedent.”

It pointed out that to con-
done such legislation, “it would
have to be argued that in cer-
tain situations a particular re-
ligious belief makes a person
‘incompetent’ and powerless to
help himself, and that the
state, as parens patiride, may

assume temporary jurlsdiction
tor the person’s own benefit.
This would open the door to
further expansion of the state's
power to regulate individuals,
and worse, to regulate reli-
glous belief. If the state could
hold a religious belief as mak-
ing a person incompetent, could
not the state then actually
circumvent the constitutional
ban on Interfering with the
heliel ltself? The cancenf. of
the state stepping into a per-
son’s religious life ‘for his own
good' is repugnant to the spirit
of the first amendment.

“As the law stands today,
there is no legal justification
for this kind of interference,
and the expansion of any of
the docirines discussed, in any
general way, would be an ex-
cessive infringement upon the
personal liberties of the in-
dividual guaranteed under the
first amendment.”

Personal experience may teach, but how can we
be certain we will always be taught correctly?
Rightly evaluate experience. Benefit from the

valuable reporting of world experiences as pub-
lished in Awake!
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So severe is the decline in moral standards earth-wide that,
according to many leaders, it could plunge us into “an age of
anarchy that could destroy us without the sound of a bomb
explosion.”

What is your best defense? The Holy Bible! “All scripture is
inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for
setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness.”
—2 Timothy 3:16.

But how can you best avail yourself of its beneficial qualities?
Know something about the Bible. Read it regularly.

By learning the Bible’s glorious message you will grow in
appreciation of its divine Author and will lay a foundation for
faith that can endure the moral crisis now gripping the world.

Obtain and read

Complete Bible; 1,472 pages; size 73" x 5" x 13"
Send 7/- (for Australia, 8/10; for South Afrien, 75¢).
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