
THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZI,..E 

News sources that are able to keep you awake fa the vltal issues of our times must 
be unfettered by censorship and selflsh interests. "Awakel" has no fetters. It 'recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; it is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awakel" is not narrow, but is international. "Awake I" has its 
own correspondents in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands. in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issu~ "Awake!" presents vital topics on which you should be informed. It 
features penetrating articles on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent passes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about which 
you should know. Straightforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters of 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of creation, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in Its coverage. "Awakel" pro­
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish­
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 
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signed a "receipt" or something of the 
sort, but in reality had been tricked into 
signing a blank contract. 

Many other persons experience a finan­
cial tragedy because of failing to read care­
fully the fine print. Only afterward do they 
discover that they have signed up to pay 
exorbitant interest rates, or that what the 
salesman promised is 

often require"d to sign certain forms. Here, 
too, one needs to be careful as to what is 
signed. One patient in a New York hospital 
was asked to sign some papers for the hos­
pital records. She refused because the pa­
pers contained no provision for her objec­
tion, on religious grounds, to taking blood 
transfusions. (Lev. 17:14; Acts 15:29) 

However, the wom­
reaIly not provided 
for in the contract. 
For example, one 
family was induced to 
sign an inflated $1600 
contract for house re-

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE an was persuaded to 
sign when she was 
assured that other 
papers covering this 
matter would be 
brought around later. 
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pairs, with the prom-
ise that they would receive a $100 check 
for every person in that area who, after 
seeing their home, placed an order for 
similar improvements. Later, however, the 
company salesman denied any knowledge 
of such a promise, and the family was 
stuck with paying the entire price. 

One should remember that it is what is 
on the paper that one signs that counts; 
not what a salesman promises, or what he 
says is there. Beware of anyone who ex­
plains, "That's only there for special con­
ditions," or "PaY'no attention to that be­
cause we never enforce it," or "This clause 
doesn't apply to you." Do not accept such 
explanations. Have the contract changed 
before you sign it, and keep a copy of it. 

Another thing to watch for are blank 
spaces in a contract, or illegible writing or 
figures that can be doctored up later. It is 
a common practice of some, after you sign, 
to fill in these blank spaces with terms 
that alter the contract altogether. The 
numbers can easily be .changed. One wom­
an customer complained that her contract 
was for $360, but it came through as $560. 
Here is an example of where having a car­
bon copy in legible form can save you from 
being cheated out of hundreds of dollars. 

When entering a hospital. a person is 

But the promised pa­
pers were never brought, and, because she 
had signed, the hospital had written per­
mission to administer whatever treatment 
they deemed necessary. 

In another instance, a form was brought 
around for an elderly patient to sign. It 
gral,lted the hosllitaJ permission to per­
form any operation required, but since it 
did not contain a 'no-blood-transfusion' 
clause, she refused to sign. At that she was 
shown another form, and told this was the 
one she wanted. After signing, it was dis­
covered that she had signed a form identi­
cal to the previous one. By this deception 
the hospital obtained legal authority to 
administer a blood transfusion! 

This emphasizes how careful one must 
be. Never forget that your signature holds 
you legally responsible to fulfill or submit 
to all the provisions of the contract you 
sign. So in order to avoid being cheated, 
or forced to submit to what is in violation 
of your principles, do not sign anything 
unless you clearly understand what it ob­
ligates you to do. Do not let anyone hurry 
you into signing. Take your time and read 
carefully-even the fine print. And always 
remember to get and keep a copy. This 
may save you much trouble and a great 
deal of heartache. 
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en, too, are frequently so 
busy taking care' of their 
family, engaging in com­
munity activities or at­
tending social af­
fairf that they feel 
they have no time 
to spare for person-
al reading of God's 
Word and for dis­
cussing its teachings with ministers 
who may call at their home from time to 
time. 

On the other hand, there are those who 
do attend church. But frequently the inter­
est of even these persoils extends no far­
ther than ~he time they spend in church 
on Sunday morning. They find time for 
television, movies, plays, boating and other 
forms of recreation, including the reading 
of some of the best-selling books, but when 
it comes to personal reading of God's Word 
and considering how to put its principles 
to work in their life, they have no time. 
If they have a Bible, it usually is not read 
because there are always other things 
that seem to be more important. They are 
"too busy." 

Responsibility for a certain amount of 
this apathy rests upon Christendom's 
churches, for they have substituted illogi­
cal traditions and dogmas, empty ceremo­
nies, money-raising socials and interest­
deadening sermons for the vibrant truths 
of God's Word. 'They thus help to, blind 
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people to the great trea­
sures of wisdom in God's 
Word, causing them to 
become indifferent 
toward God. 

Commenting on the 
boredom that is so evi­
dent among many church 
attenders, Canadian cler­
gyman J. M. Schroeder 
said: "Boredom comes 
when a man must try to 

hear with relish, 
wha t for want of 
relish, he' hardly 
hears at all. By this 
definition there is 
certainly much 

boredom in religion these days. The 
businessman on a Sunday_ morning whose 
mind is on golf can scarcely -Idisguise his 
lack of interest in the sermon he is com­
pelled to hear." Not having become well 
acquainted with the Bible, the disinterest­
ed churchgoer mistakenly associates what 
it contains with the bone-dry sermons he 
hears in church. 

For their members, Christendom's 
churches have much to keep them busy, 
but imparting an accurate understanding, 
an appreciation and a trust in God's Word 
is not part of their program. Note what 
was reported in the Scottish Daily Express 
of May 14, 1963: "Church members were 
told in Edinburgh yesterday that their 
congregations are 'cluttered up' with social 
circles, drama clubs, men's clubs and wom­
en's guilds. 'We're all very busy-but are 
we very busy with the right things?' de­
manded Glasgow accountant Mr. George 
R. Green in his inaugural address as presi­
dent of the Congregational Union of Scot-
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land .... Mr. Green's comment on church 
organisations was: 'Their relation to the 
main purpose for which the church exists 
is rarely examined .... In many cases the 
effort of keeping our organisations going 
is absorbing our whole time and producing 
very little result.''' 

These people who are so busy with 
church social affairs that they have no 
time for God are the losers. They are los· 
ing out on the wise instructions God has 
set down in his Word fdr solving as well 
as avoiding many personal problems that 
cause no end of mental anguish. They miss 
out on the hope-inspiring promises in his 
Word of a new E"ra of peace and justice. 
Faith in such promises quiets the heart in 
this nervoUS· age of nuclear weapons. They 
fail to learn what God requires of a person 
in order to escape the disaster He has pur­
posed to bring upon the present wicked 
system of things. All this is also missed 
by the indifferent persons who are too busy 
with weekend pleasures to have time for 
God.-Zeph. 3: 8. 

In this seemingly mad world, reasonable 
persons would like to have something that 
would have a stabilizing influence in their 
life, something that they could rely on to 
show them the right course to follow, 
something that would give them good 
counsel en domestic problems. God's writ­
ten Word can do just that. Its instructions, 
counsel, laws and wise observations can 
help you to make decisions that are for 
your best interests. Its warnings can save 
you from many personal tragedies, espe­
cially the one that is coming with the great 
war in which God has purposed to bring 
to an ,-,nd this wicked system of things. 
But to benefit from what God has put in 
his written Word for you, you need to give 
it your attention. You need to take time 
to listen to what he has to tell you. 

6 

Seeking God When in Need 
When in great need of his help, it is 

proper to turn to God in prayer, but does 
God answer the prayers of those who turn 
to him only when they are in trouble and 
who are too busy for him all the rest of 
the time? 

In the Bible, at Proverbs 15:29, we are 
told: "The prayer of the righteous ones he 
hears." This does not mean persons who 
are simply righteous in their own eyes, 
but persons who are righteous because they 
seek God and strive to do his will. Such 
persons are willing to spend time to learn 
what Jehovah God's will is by studying the 
Bible. They are anxious to be taught by 
him through his Word. 

The ancient inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were at one time too busy in materialistic 
pursuits and religious activities not sanc­
tioned by God to have time for him. They 
too neglected the studying of his written 
Word, giving it no place in their lives. God 
forewarned them that when trouble would 
come upon them and they turned to him 
in prayer he would not hear them: 

"Because I have called out but you keep 
refusing, I have stretched out my hand 
but there is no one paying attention, and 
you keep neglecting all my counsel, and 
my reproof you have not accepted, I also, 
for my part, shall laugh at your own dis­
aster, I shall mock when what you dread 
comes, when what you dread comes just 
like a storm, and your own disaster gets 
here just like a stormwind, when distress 
and hard times come upon you. At that 
time they will keep calling me, but I shall 
not answer; they will keep looking for me, 
but they will not find me, for the reason 
that they hated knowledge, and the fear 
of JehOVah they did not choose." (Prov. 
1:24-29) In view of this statement to the 
nation of Israel, the person who has no 
time for God is in danger of not getting 
a hearing ear from him when in time of 
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trouble. He is in danger of being a victim 
at the disaster that is coming upon the 
world of mankind at God's coming war of 
Armageddon.-Rev. 16:14, 16. 

Listen to Your Creator 
Do not make the mistake of being so 

busy that you have no time to listen to 
your Creator. His written Word is a 
treasure~house of knowledge that you can 
draw upon for wise guidance. It gives you 
guiding principles so you can have peace­
ful relationships with other persons. Its 
moral laws can protect you physically and 
mentally. Its marriage counsel shows you 
how to have a happy marriage. It il1wni~ 
nates the way to gain good relations with 
your Creator and to be a recipient of his 
gifts. The wisdom of God's written Word 
can be a source of real happiness for you. 

"My son, my law do not forget, and my 
commandments may your heart observe, 
because length of days and years of life 
and peace will be added to you. Happy is 
the man that has found wisdom, and the 
man that gets discernment, for having it 
as gain is better than having silver as 
gain and having it as produce than gold 
itself. It is more precious than corals, and 
all other delights of yours cannot be made 
equal to it. It is a tree of life to those tak­
ing hold of it, and those keeping fast hold 
of it are to be called happy." (Prov. 3: 
1, 2, 13-15, 18) This wisdom is lost to 
those who are too busy to let God instruct 
them. 

Having no time for God was very dan­
gerous for the people who lived in the ~ys 
of Noah. They were so preoccupied with 
materialistic matters that they had no 
time to listen to the good counsel God 
could give them through his representative 
Noah. They did not want to hear that 
preacher of righteousness when he pointed 
out to them what is good ap.d what is bad 
in the eyes of Jehovah God. Although an 
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effort was made by Noah to warn them of 
God's purpose to bring an end to their 
whole system of things, they would not 
listen. They had things that they consid­
ered as being more important for their at­
tention. When the great Flood swept over 
them, any frantic prayers they might have 
offered then were useless. It was too late 
to turn to God. "They were eating, they 
were drinking, men were marrying, wom­
en were being given in marriage, until that 
day when Noah entered into the ark, and 
the flood arrived and destroyed them all." 
-Luke 17:27. 

The present generation is in the same 
dangerous situation as that ancient genera­
tion, for it too faces a great catastrophe 
at God's hands. "Just as it occurred in the 
days of Noah, so it will be also in the days 
of the Son of man." (Luke 17:26) With 
the present system of things facing de­
struction in God's day of vengeance, this 
is a dangerous time for persons who have 
no time for God. Instead of ignoring him 
and his Book of instructions as so many 
people are doing, give heed to what he 
has to tell you. Do not lose out on the wis­
dom that he has put in his written Word 
for your benefit. 

When Jehovah's witnesses call at your 
home, do not be too busy to discuss God's 
purposes with them. Do not be like the 
people of Noah's day who were too busy to 
listen to Noah. Remember that God has 
time for those who have time for him. 
Such ones he instructs through his Word 
and organization and is more willing to 
hear their prayers. "Jehovah is near to all 
those calling upon him, to all those who 
call upon him in trueness. Jehovah is 
guarding all those loving him, but all the 
wicked ones he will annihilate." (Ps. 145: 
18, 20) Allow him to instruct you, and you 
will know the way to life in his righteous 
new order. 
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IT WAS September 18, 1964. The place 
was St. Barnabas Hospital in New York 

City. A forty-year-old patient with a dam­
aged aortic valve was wheeled into the op­
erating room. Awaiting him was a twelve­
man operating team consisting of four 
surgeons, two medical doctors, a blood spe­
cialist, two anesthetists and three tech­
nicians. It was a case for open-heart sur-· 
gery but, instead of blood, the heart-lung 
machine contained a saline solution to 
which had been added glucose, dextran and 
other plasma substitutes. 

A report on the operation relates what 
happened: "The surgery began. The pa­
tient's chest wall was opened. Then the 
sac surrounding the heart was incised. At 
each step, the medical te~ rapidly su­
tured, clamped or cauterized each bleeding 
point immediately to keep blood loss to a 
minimum. Tubes were inserted into the 
q,pper right chamber of the heart and into 
the aorta. The tubes were connected to the 
heart-lung machine. [The pump was start­
ed and the circulating blood was diverted 
from the heart into the machine.J The 
aorta was opened. Tiny tubes were placed 
in the two coronary arteries so that the 
machine could pump blood to the heart 
muscle itself. Then the damaged aortic 
valve was cut out, and the man-made one 
sutured into place. The tubes were re-
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BLOOD 
TRANSFUSIONS 
moved, the aorta was closed, the chest was 
closed and finally the skin. 

"The operation was over. It had been 
done exactly as all such operations are, ex­
cept for these differences: The medical 
team worked with spIit-seconrl precision to 
stop all bleeding at each step; the opera­
tion was performed with no wasted mo­
tions because each second counted. . . . 
And not a single drop of transfused blood 
was given,"· either before, during or after 
the operation, thereby making medical his­
tory. Before the operation it appeared that 
the patient did not have much m(lr~ time 
to live, because of a toxic condition. Today 
he is back at work, strong and healthy. 

Hemostasis 
Here was a practical example of hemo­

stasis. The term comes from two Greek 
roots, haima, "blood," and stCUlis, "halt," 
and refers to stopping of blood loss. It re­
quires great care with many little things. 

To begin with, tl}ere is the matter of 
first ascertaining the coagulating ability 
of the patient's blood. From 20 to 33 per­
cent of persons in the United States have 
blood below par in this respect, and' this 
lack results in more blood loss. 

An aid in these cases has been found to 
be injections of the female hormone estro­
gen. The fact that women never get hemo­
philia (although they alone act as carriers, 
transmitting it from their fathers to their 

• New York Journal-American, April 11. 1965. 
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sons), led to the discovery of this use of 
estrogen. Its use cuts dowp. on the need 
for ties and sutures during slU'gerY. It 
seems that estrogen affects the platelets, 
increasing their number and activity, and 
these platelets are one of the keys to co­
agulation of the blood.-Hemostasm and 
the Effect of Estrogens, Excerpta Medica 
Foundation (1962). 

Another aid, a simple one, is for the 
patient to eat plenty of peanuts ahead of 
time. Purely by accident it was discovered 
that peanuts are very beneficial to persons 
suti'ering from hemophilia, a disease in 
which the blood does not clot.-Nature, 
Vol. 185, p. 469 (1960). 

To conserve the blood supply during an 
operation a skilled surgeon exercises great 
care, but at the same time works as ex­
peditiously as possible. Wherever possible, 
he avoids a previous incis\ion. Why? Be­
cause operations generalIy result in inter­
nal adhesions, and if these are cut through 
when operating again, there is added blood 
loss. 

He also avoids extending the incision 
any farther than absolutely necessary. The 
shorter the incision the less loss of blood, 
of course. True, it is easier to operate if 
there is the convenience of a large expo­
sure, but a surgeon concerned with con­
serving blood will deny himSelf this COD­

venience. 
Among the devices that make for hemo­

stasis or halting blood lo~ is cautery, or 
the use of a high electric current instead of 
a knife, as cutting this way tends to seal 
the small,er severed blood vessels auto­
matically. And to save blood the careful 
surgeQl1 makes the greatest possible use 
of sutures or stitches, ligatures to tie 
blood vessels, hemostats or clamps, as 
well as cotton, cloth or a foam product. 
wherever necessary'to stop the flow of 
blood. He even places clamps on each side 
of the larger blood vessels before making 
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the i'ncision, thereby precluding needless 
loss of blood. 

While all such devices are well known 
to the professibn, they are not used as 
conscientiously as they might be. It is 
much easier to transfuse a little extra 
blood than to take alf this, added ca~. But 
surgeons who have been willing to operate 
on patients who had religious scruples 
against using blood tell that they have 
learned much by their trying" for 100-
percent hemostasis. A leading New York 
thoracic (chest) \ and cardiac (heart) sur­
geon and one of the original pioneers i~ 
closed- and open-heart surgery-the sur­
geon in charge of the operation described 
at the beginning of this article-Dr. 
Charles P. Bailey, tells that he has operat~ 
ed on upward of thirty of Jehovah's wit~ 
nesses, many of them ~rious cases. He has 
never refused to operate because of the pa­
tient's objection to blood nor has he lost 
a single one because of it. In fact, of all 
the Witness cases, only one, an infant, died. 
And, his was a 'Case of transposition of the 
greater arteries; an operation of such haz­
ards that in all the world there have not 
been a dozen successful ones thus far. 

Hypothermia 
The foregoing are not the only ways 

that a surgeon can use to achieve hemo~ 
stasis. Among other very effective methods 
is that known as hypothermia. The term 
comes from two Greek words or roots, 
hypo~ meaning "Wlder, beneath, less than 
normal," and therme, meaning "heat." Hy­
pothermia is based on the principle that 
the "rate at which chemical reactions pro­
ceed is dependent on temperature. . . . 
Since the reaction rate is diminished by 
falling temperature, the metabolic rate of 
cells of the living organism is reduced as 
the temperature falls. In particular is the 
flow of oxygen essential to keep up the 
body's metabolic process, 8lld for oxygen 
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the body depends largely upon the red cells 
in the blood."· In other words, slow up 
the metabolic process by reducing the tem­
perature and you need less oxygen, and so, 
in turn, less blood. At the same time the 
lower temperature slows the flow of the 
blood. Hibernation of the lower animals 
might be said to be a natural example of 
hypothermia. 

Hypothermia has been used for some 
thirty years now. At first only on rare oc­
casions, and then more and more until in 
the late fifties its use became quite wide­
spread. 

There are several types of hypothermia 
employed today, such as profound or deep 
hypothermia, local hypothermia, and mod­
erate and general hypothermia. While both 
profound and local hypothermia have their 
uses, it is the moderate and general hypo­
thermia that has the widest application. It 
is "general" in that the temperature of the 
entire body is reduced and "moderate" in 
that it is reduced only about 12 degrees 
Fahrenheit, from 98.6 to 86. 

There are various ways in which this 
reduction of the body's temperature can 
be induced, some preferring to immerse 
the patient in a tub of cold water. But 
among the most simple, practical and pop­
ular is use of the hypothermic or "ice" 
blanket. It resembles the electric blanket 
except that, instead of wires of electricity 
rwming back and forth in it to warm the 
body, it has coil.!J through which water is 
pumped to cool the body gradually. The 
patient is placed between two of these, and 
by means of controls, the temperature is 
lowered so gradually that there is little if 
any shivering, let alone the danger of fib­
rillation or fluttering of the heartbeat, as 
is sometimes the case in profound hypo­
thermia. This procedure is handled by 
nurses, usually beginning at six o'clock in 
the morning, and by eight the patient is 

• InternatlOllaZ A1Itl8the~iology Ollnics (1964). p. 803. 
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ready for the operation. Of COUl,'se, there is 
the usual need of sedation, either by means 
of b~biturates or opiates. 

When the patient is rolled into the op­
erating room he remains on one of these 
blankets. An electrical graph recorder con­
nected with a rectal thermometer shows 
at all times the exact body temperature 
of the patient. In hypothermia there is no 
limit to the length of time that an opera­
tion may take. Furthermore, because of 
the reduced metabollc rate there is so much 
less need for any transfusion; and any sub­
stitutes such as saline-sucrose, dextran or 
PVP are wholly adequate. 

Consider a typical case history. In 1958 
an accountant was urinating blood for 
some time before he consulted his physi­
cian. X rays revealed that he had cancer 
of the bladder, a malignant tumor the size 
of an orange. Because of his putting off 
going to a doctor his blood count was down 
to 3.2 grams of hemoglobin (normal is 
14.5). As he had religious scruples against 
blood transfusions, he had difficulty in find­
ing a surgeon and a hospital willing to 
handle his case. He finally found Dr. Philip 
R. Roen, a member of the American Col­
lege of Surgeons and today a fellow of the 
New York Academy of Medicine. Because 
of Dr. Roen's empathy and his confidence 
in hypothermia he readily agreed to take­
the case. The operation lasted two hours, 
and in about two months the patient was 
back at work. In spite of the seriousness 
of the operation, he survived it upward of 
five years, dying about a year ago at the 
age of sixty. 

According to the sm-geon that performed 
that operation, hypothermia has many 
merits and apparently is neglected simply 
because: of the extra work it entails in pre­
paring the patient and while operating. 
The principles governing hypothermia in 
sm-gery are taught in all medical schools, 
but seem to be forgotten or ignored by 
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most surgeons upon entering their prae­
tice. It Is especially indicated for all poor­
risk patients as well as for those baving 
high fevers. 

Giving somewhat similar testimony as 
to the value of hypothermia is the afore­
mentioned Dr. Bailey. He tells that there 
are not a few carQiologists who are of the 
opinion that hypothermia should be used 
far more than it is. -Among those that do 
appreciate its value are those at the Neu­
rological Service at the Toronto, Canada, 
General Hospital.-AnnaZs 01 the New 
York Academy of Scie!wes, Vol. 80 (1959). 

A favorable report on hypothermia is 
also found in an article appearing in the 
Surgical Clinic8 0/ North America, Febru­
ary 1964. Among other things, it had the 
following to say: "Moderate hypothermia 
• • • permits reduced perfusion rate and 
still supplies physiologic needs ••.• There 
is' an increasing quantity of evidence that 
hypothermia is of -value in stress states. 
. • . The pulmonary complications that 
sometimes accompany open-heart surgery 
are not present when it is used. Hypo.. 
thermia not only reduces oxygen needs of 
the tissues, ••. but it also -directly depress­
es the activity of the entire adrenal gland." 

No question about it, hypothermia may 
often spell the difference between life and 
death for a patient needing extensive sur­
gery and it is of special value when operat­
ing without blood transfusions. 

Plasma Substitutes 
Among the things that have made pos­

sible all this surgery without the use of 
blood transfusions have &en plasma sub­
stitutes. The medical profession prefers the 
term "plasma substitutes" to "blood sub­
stitutes" because none of the substitutes 
are able to supply the body with oxygen as 
can blood. Among the oldest and most time­
honored plasma substitutes is simple sa­
line solution, salt and water. At times su-
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crose or usugar" is added to the saline 
solution. A complex mixture more closely 
resembling or simulating the 'body fluids 
that has come to be in much favor, and 
deservedly so, is Ringer's lactate' l:iolution. 

A modern synthetic solution that is 
highly regarded in certain eastern United 
States hospitals is PVP, standing for 
polyvinyl pyrrolidine. It is a product of 

. the plastics industry. 
Then there ,is gelatin in certain forms, 

which, dissolved in water, is preferred by 
some surgeons. It can serve as a plasma 
substitute because its molecules are of 
such size as not to seep through the walls 
of the blood vessels into the surrounding 
tissue. There is also sucrose or the "sugar" 
and \Vater solution, long tised for intra­
venouS feeding. Some surgeons prefer it 
for priming their heart-lung machines. 

What rapid progress has been made in 
this regard can 'be seen from an item ap­
pearing in the United States Joint Blood 
Council's statement regariIrng the indica­
tions for blood transfusion, published in 
1962. It stressed the importance of blood 
and, among ,other things, stated that 
"open-heart surgery and other major sur­
gicaJ" procedures would not be possible 
without large supplies of blood." But only 
two years later, in 1964, there app~ared in 
The American Journal of Cardiology, a 
report by a team of surgeons at the Bay­
lor University Medical School, Houston, 
Texas, telling of the performing of more 
than 450 open-heart operations using as a 
primer in the heart-lung machine only a 
5-percent sucrose solution. As a result 
more and more leading medical institu­
tions in the United States and Canada are 
now priming their heart-lung machines 
with sucrose or similar solutions. And not 
without good cause. 

They get better results from these plas­
ma substitutes than from whole blood, as 
Dr. Mustard, of the Sick Children's Has-
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pital in Toronto, Canada, stated wh~n ar· 
ranging for an open-heart operation on a 
child without the use of blood. These plas­
ma substitutes have a number of advan­
tages: They cost far less, can be used im­
mediately, requiring no delay for typing, 
and do not induce hemorrhaging, which of· 
ten occurs when large amounts of whole 
blood are used. Also, patients recover more 
quickly from their operations, and their 
kidneys and other internal organs func­
tion much better, if i:iuch solutions are 
used instead of blood. It should be added 
that among the things that have made 
possible the use of the heart-lung machine 
without blood has been the changing of 
them so that they need only one and a 
half pints to prime instead of eight or 
more. 

Perhaps the most useful of all the plas­
ma substitutes is dextran," which is being 
used world wide, in particular the more 
recent low-molecular-weight dextran. Sur· 
geons report using it scores of times with 
"gratifying results" in various types of 
operations in which they had formerly . , 
used whole hlood. PartIcularly do some 
recommend it in lieu of the one-pint whole 
blood transfusion. Arguing also in favor 
of dextran are its ever-increasing medici­
nal uses, as in clearing up clots in the 
veins of the legs, as well as gangrene in 
the extremities. 

The Blood-Transfusion Risk 
As indicated in the foregoing, among the 

reasons that some surgeons have shown 
such readiness to accept patients who have 
scruples against blood transfusions has 
been their empathy and confidence in 
their own medical procedures. However, 
there is yet another powerful reason why 
these have been so willing to cooperate. 

• University of Minnesota surgeons have used dextran 
Instead 01 blood hundrnQS ot Urnes In their heart-lung 
machine for open-heart ollerationS. 
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And what is that? Their appreciation of 
the risks involved in blood transfusions. 

On this matter several university pro­
fessors of surgery said: "One must cer­
tainly consider when he prescribes whole 
blood that an ,illness may be inflicted which 
is far worse than the retarded recovery 
which is assumed but not proved to at­
tend failure to replace ail preoperative red 
cell deficits and all operative blood loss. 
Since certain _complications are unavoid· 
able after transfusion, one's only means 
of prevention of transfusion morbidity is 
to avoid transfusions . . . The only way 
by which death from serum hepatitis can 
be eliminated is to avoid transfusions." 
-Complications of Surgery and Their 
Management (1960), Drs. Artz, Hardy and 
Wilson. 

Because these grave risks accompany 
blood transfusion we find surgeons, such 
as Dr. Philip Thorek, clinical professor of 
surgery at the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Medicine, stating: "I'm scared to 
death of blood." And on another occasion, 
"In doing major surgery I use blood in 
'many cases but also feel happier when the 
operation can be performed without a 
transfusion_" 

Yes, the medical profession is becoming 
ever more keenly aware of the risks in­
volved in blood transfusions. At the same 
time it is making great strides in operat­
ing without blood.· Part of this progress 
is no doubt due to the refusal of the wit­
nesses of Jehovah to take blood. Thus, ac~ 
cording to the American Journal of Car­
diology for June 1964, the fact that the 
heart-lung machine can now be primed 
without blood resulted from the willing~ 
ness of a group of surgeons to follow ,"a 
medically unsound course of treatment. _ . 

• For examllle, In the Sinai Hospital Bull~tin, DetrOit, 
Mlch, (1963-Winter), appeared the statement: "Our 
trepidation has diminished In assuming responsibility 
tor members ot . .. JehOVah's Witnesses," 
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because of the sincerity of their patient in 
not wanting blood." 

A Challenge 
That team of surgeons faced a challenge 

and met it triumphantly. A similar chal­
lenge faces each surgeon when confronted 
with a patient who has rel.gious scruples 
against using blood. Use of methods other 
than those he is accustomed to may re­
quire greater patience, more skill and in­
volve a certain added risk. He may there­
fore probe with questions to find out how 
strong the patient's convictions pn the 
matter are. Some, finding that the patient 
is firm in his request, say they cannot 
operate without blood. That may be; they 
may not have used other procedures 
enough to have confidence in their ability 
to handle them. In such cases it would be 
wise for the patient to look elsewhere rath­
er than insist that the surgeon do some­
thing that he feels is unwise or that he 
lacks the desire to do. 

A VISIT WITH THE 

By "Awak.I" ca ... spond.nl In Ca."..raun 

IT WAS hot and sunny, a typical morn­
ing dming dry season in equatorial 

Africa. We set out with our companion 
along the road, cutting through the forest 
on our way to the next village, where we 
were looking forward to telling the inhab~ 
itants about the good news of God's king­
dom. It was quiet except for the buzzing 
of insects and the occasional cry of a bird 
Beard from the branches of the trees tow­
ering high over our heads on both sides 
of the road. As we continued along, enjoy­
ing the natural beauty that surrounded us, 
we became aware of a sound coming from 
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But there ate surgeons who are willing 
to help, who are wiIling to respect the reli­
gious convictions of theiJo patients, and 
their number is ever increasing. Many have 
operated on Jehovah's witnesses and they 
are acquainted with their religious objec­
tions to blood transfusions. They know 
that, generally speaking, these patients do 
not expect them to do the impossible. Fur­
thermore, they have found that they are 
quite willing to sign a statement absolving 
the surgeon and the hospital, not of all re­
sponSibility for their work, but of res:gon­
sibility for complications that may aris,e 
from not using blood. So these surgeons, 
having checked and satisfied themselves 
that they are dealing with such a person 
who is sincere in his religious convictions 
and who is reasonable in what he expects 
of his sl.!!:geon, are willing to do all they 
can to help. The good results of their ef­
forts have made clear that surgery is pos­
sible without blood transflwions. 

somewhere deep in the forest. It sounded 
like someone singing. "What is that?" I 
asked our companion. "Why, those are 
Pygmies," he a~wered. P,ygmies! I was 
delighted. 

Like many people I had' often heard 
about Pygmies but had never had the privi­
lege of meeting them. A multitude of ques­
tions sprang to my mind. There were so 
many things I wanted to know. Our friend 
smiled. "The best ones to answer your 
questions," he said, "are the Pygmies 
themselves. See there in the clearing at 
the side of the road-that is their encamp­
ment. Those small dome-shaped huts are 
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their sleeping quarters. The sing~ 
ing we hear must be from those 
who have gone down to the 
stream to draw water." 

When we entered the encamp­
ment we were greeted warmly. 
Our companion was no stran~ 
ger to these folks. He had lived 
most of his life in thIs regidn 
and was well known to the Pyg~ 
mies as the man who preaches 
about Jehovah. The very word 
,Pygmy brings to mind some~ 
thing small,_ and this was true 
of our amiable hosts. They 
were certainly small in compar~ 
ison to oills,elves. It made me think of a 
line of poetry I,learned in my chlldhood 
where an elf, when asked by a curious little 
girl why he was so small, answered, "I'm 
just as big for me ... as you.are big for 
you." Their average height was about four 
feet five inches to four feet eight inches 
tall. We were told, however, that there are 
some Pygmies tbat are somewhat taller 
than this but that the tall ones were more 
the exception than the rule. I could see im~ 
mediately that their small stature was not 
all that distinguishes the Pygmies from 
their Negro neighbors; their skin is more 
brown than black and their tightly curled 
hair has a brownish color. 

Way of Life 
As we spoke to the doyen or eldest male 

of the encampment we learned many 
things. "We are men of the forest," he 
said. And with these few words he de· 
scribed in a: nutshell the way of life of the 
Pygmies who live in nomadic bands, or in 
conummities along the roadways in the 
rain forests of the Congp, Gabon, Central 
African Republic and here in Camerowt. 

Yes, the forest is truly their home. It 
provides building materials for their huts, 
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their food, toys for their children 
and, in many cases, their clothing. 
It is for this reason that the Ba~ 
Mbuti Pygmies who live in the 
!turl rain forest of the Congo call 
themselves "children of the for~ 
est" and consider the forest as 
their p~lrent. They often sing 
songs whose theme is "the forest 
is good, the forest is kind." The 
Pygmies feel quite as much at 
home in the forest as you do in 
your own hometown and, al~ 
though they engage in trade and 
social intercoW"se with neighbor~ 
ing Negroes, they rarely integrate 

and so have been able to keep their iden~ 
tity as forest dwellers. 

Pygmy Women 
The woman in the Pygmy community 

plays an important role. She builds the 
small dome·shaped huts that serve as 
sleeping quarters for herself and her fami· 
ly. she gathers and prepares the roots, 
fruit and edible leaves that form an' im~ 
portant part of the Pygmy's diet, and she 
also cares for the children. During all the 
time she is busy caring for her various 
duties her 1e1£ or baby is right with her. 
He sits comfortable and safe on his moth~ 
er's hip in a broad leather sling. 

When a camp site is chosen, it is the 
women who immediately set to work 
building the necessary sleeping huts, as 
the men are busy preparing for the hunt. 
The size of the huts depends largely on the 
building materials at hand. They are usu~ 
ally about four or five feet high. The basic 
structure is formed from bent saplings and 
this is thatched with broad forest leaves 
arranged in several overlapping layers so 
that the hut is quite water resistant. The 
door is a low opening left on the side, and 
sometimes a small passage leads from the 
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door to the inside of the dome. Even the 
Pygmies must stoop to enter. To furnish 
her home the Pygmy woman gathers more 
leaves, which she arranges to make a soft 
bed. In just a few hours all the huts are 
bullt and the women have reason to be 
proud of their handiwork. 

One elderly woman invited us to come 
inside her hut and see for ourselves. We 
had to crouch to get in, but, once inside, 
we could see it was well constructed and 
quite suitable for its intended -use. 

Reputed Hunters 
These "men of the forest" have a well~ 

established reputation as hooters. Their 
extraordinary agility permits them to 
move swiftly through the forest in pursuit 
of game. Even those Pygmies who have 
given up the nomadic life. in_ favor of life 
in established conununities still live large. 
ly from the hunt, They often leave their 
villages· for months at a time to go into 
the forest in search of game. At such 
times the whole family lis likely to come 
along and each has his spec"!l work to do. 

The men spend many hours preparing 
and keeping their weapons ready for the 
hunt. Such weapons vary greatly frqm one 
band of Pygmies to another. Some have 
learned to use guns, but many'seem to pre~ 
fer the traditional weapons of their an­
cestors. Some Pygmies carry small bows 
with arrows that are poisoned with Stro­
phanthus, which can kill a small animal 
with a mere scratch. Others use nets made 
from vines. These nets are usually about 
four feet high and often more than a hun­
dred feet long. Still other bands of Pygmies 
use spears and various forms of traps. 
With these weapons they hunt antelopes, 
monkeys, birds, buffaloes, and even ele­
phant.. 

When hunting small game no special 
ritual is followed, but this is not the case 
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when the hunt is for larger game such as 
buffaloes, gorillas or elephants. Before go­
ing after such big game many bands of 
Pygmies observe special rites and cere­
monies. For almost a week a ritual dance 
called Udjengui" is organized. During these 
ceremonies the witch doctor invokes dead 
ancestors to find out if the hunt will be 
SUccessful or if it will be dangerous. 

If the hunt for one of these bigger ani­
mals, and especially for an elephant, has 
been successful, it is a time for rejoicing 
and hard work. Meat is cut up and dried, 
and there is much dancing and singing in 
the encampment, Demonstrating their usu­
al generosity, the Pygmies invite Negroes 
from neighboring tribes to come. There is 
meat for everyone. 

When game has been frightened away 
and the nearby vegetables begin to get 
scarce, it is time for the Pygmies to move 
on. The huts are abandoned and the whole 
band migrates through the forest to a new 
camp site. 

In Search of Honey 
Not to be overlooked is the important 

place that honey occupies in the Pygmy's 
life. In the legends about their ancestors 
it is said that when the first Pygmies mi­
grated to the rain forests of Africa, weary 
and hungry, it was wild honey that saved 
them from starvation. Today when strang­
ers visit an encampment they are offered 
honey as a sign of welcome. When a Pyg­
my has to spend many days in the forest, 
he likes nothing better than to have a 
good supply of honey with. him. 

But where do they get the honey? We 
saw for ourselves. Three men were going 
into the forest that very afternoon to get 
honey and they invited us to come along. 
There was no path where we entered the 
forest. ,Our three Pygmy friends went 
ahead of us, cutting aside vines and leaves 
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as they went along to leave us an easier 
passage, but, even so, it was all we could 
do to keep up with them. HappilY the tree 
in question was only about half a mile 
from where we entered the forest ~d we 
soon arrived. At first glance the tree 
looked just like any of the other tall gray 
trees that stood around. It was only when 
one of the men pointed out a d,ark hole in 
one- 'Cl tbe: m'a~ fuat 1 \:~:C'i"SI,\~ aw~ 
of the bees. 

After a brief discussion the pygmies de­
cided the tree with its smooth gray bark 
was too high and too dangerous to climb, 
so they would chop it down. The decision 
made, each one began' to busy himself in 
preparation for the work at hand. 

I The first man gathered some sticks and 
leaves to light a s'!l1udge fire to keep the 
mosquitoes and. small flies away. The sec­
,and lit his smalll'~~ wh.\.cl:\. had a s.hnrt 
stem broadening out until the part held in 
the mouth was as big around as the bowl 
of the pipe. Satistled with his pipe, he be­
gan to sharpen his ax, holding the blade 
over the fire until it was hot, then filing 
it to a sharp edge. 'The head or blade of 
the ax was made from a piece of tlat car 
spring sharpened at one end and tied with 
a vine to a handle made from a thin ..sap­
ling cut close to a strong branch. 'The blade 
was inserted in the trunk and the branch 
served as the- handle, forming an ax that 
looked like a short-handled hoe with the 
blade turned sideways. The third man cut 
a vine long enough to encircle the tree and 
his own body. With the help of this vine 
he climbed up about eight feet to where 
the tree was not so thick and began to 
chop. Each man took his turn chopping, 
until finally the enormous tree fell. 

There were bees everywhere! A few 
stroKes with the ax opened the hollow· 
branch, and there was the honey. The 
Pygmies escaped without being stung, but 
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our friend came away with a very swollen 
top lip. The honev was sUDPrb! 

Religion 
Their living so close to the handiwork of 

God, it is not surprising that Pygmies are 
religious people who believe in a Su­
preme Being who created the earth and 
sky. Some Pygmies have adopted the re­
'.I'ig'itms brought 'w Alr"Ica by mISSIOnaries; 
others have kept to the traditions and su­
perstitions of their ancestors. 

Among the latter group especially reigns 
a terrible fear of death and dead persons. 
If there has been a death in the encamp­
ment, it is not uncommon for the entire 
band to abandon the encampment, leaving 
only two persons behind to cover the body 
with the materials of his hut. This done, 
the two make haste to rejoin the rest of 
~ \rant!. 'in \'nffir new camp site. 1~o cn'ila 
is permitted to look upon a dead person. 
Why this fear? N6t knowing what the Bi­
ble teaches, they believe that death is a 
person and that if he sees you he will sure­
ly take you away. To avoid being recog_ 
nized by "death," the two who are left be­
hind to care for the dead are protected by 
a special "charm." 

We enjoyed our visit with the Pygmies. 
It was interesting to learn of their way of 
life and a joy to share with them our hope 
of living forever in Jehovah's new order 
of things where death will be no more. 
There have been some from alllong these 
kindly people who have been delighted to 
learn of this hope from the Bihle. To them, 
too, is opened up the unspeakable privilege 
of being among those mentioned at Reve­
lation 7: 9, 10, persons "out of all nations 
and tribes and peoples and tongues [who 
are l sa'tinlb: 'Sal'Zat.i..Q.Q. "'~ ~"l{'t. t;,~ ~U1. ~, 
whO is seated on the throne, ;lJld to the 
Lamb: .. 
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TINY South Viet­
'Dam, with a pop­

ulation of a little 
more than fifteen 

million, has become a dangerous threat to 
the peace of earth's three billion people. 
Like a small flame that can grow inte a 
devastating forest fire, the war going on 
there has the potential of engulfing the en­
tire world in a frightful nuclear holocaust. 
Understandably. world leaders are striving 
to limit the war to southeaSt Asia and to 
find some formula for stopping it. 

The roots of the Vietnam conflict go 
back quite a few years. When Japanese 
troops were in the process of wresting it 
from the hands of t1te French in the early 
1940's, native ~nilla groups began opera­
tions p.gainst them. The two Communists 
who are now leaders of North Vietnam. 
He Chi Minh and Vo Nguyen Giap, headed 
some of these groups. They called them­
selves Viet Minh. 

Following-World War n and while other 
national groups were squabbling among 
themselves, the Communist Viet Minh be­
gan taking over the country. On Septem. 
ber 2, 1945, they proclaimed a republic and 
began an effort to push out the French 
who had returned to Vietnam. This effort 
continued until July 20, 1954, when a con· 
terence of eight nations discussed, in the 
Swiss city of Geneva, the Indochina ques· 
tion. It was finally agreed to partition Viet· . 
nam near. the seventeenth parallel, with 
the Viet Minh receiving North Vietnam. 
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Powder Keg 
It also was agreed that all· Vietnamese elec· 
tions would be held before July 20, 1956. 

In accord with the Geneva Conference, 
North Vietnam requested talks with South 
Vietnam on arrangements for holding na­
tional elections. The Geneva Conference 
called for such talks to be held after July 
20, 1955. South Vietnam's Premier Ngo 
Dinh Diem rejected the request, and then 
insurgents, known as; The National Libera· 
tion Front of South Vietnam, began guer­
rilla actions against the Diem government, 
which actions have developed over the 
passing years into the war that is now 
threatening the peace of the world. 

Role of the United States 
The United States became interested in 

the problems of Vietnam after World War 
n when the French were trying to combat 
the Commuitist Viet Minh. Through the 
French it gave military and economic aid 
to the South Vietnamese. Then when the 
French pulled out, the United States con· 
tinued its aid and steadily increased its in· 
fluence in the country. Now the American 
commitment involves a steadily growing 
part in the war against the rebels whom 
the South Vietnamese deprecatingly refer 
to as Viet Cong. More than three billion 
dollars in economic and military aid has 
been sent to this small country during 
these years of United States' involvement. 

Although the United States particillated 
in the Geneva Conference, it has not en· 
couraged the successive South Vietnamese 
governments to carry out the Geneva 
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agreement regarding national elections. It 
haS backed governments such as the hated 
Diem regime that do not have the popular 
support of the people. Regarding this, Ber~ 
nard Fall states tn his book Street Without 
Joy: "It takes all the technical proficiency 
our system can provide to make up for 
the woeful lack of popular support and po~ 
litical savvy of most of the regimes that 
the West has thus far sought to prop up. 
. . • What makes the difference between 
defeat and victory in Revolutionary War 
[is that] the people and the army must 
emerge on the same side of the fight ...• 
In South Viet Nam that essential condition 
did not yet exist as of early 1963." Re­
garding this matter of popularity, Drew 
Pearson in the Honolulu Star-Bulletin of 
February 24, 1965, reported: "When Ser­
geant Eddie Anderson of Kansas City, 
wounded in Vietnam, was asked what was 
the basic trouble over there, he replied, 
'I guess the Viet Cong is more popular 
with the people of the country than our 
side is.' This is about the frankest diag­
nosis that has come out of Southeast Asia 
in a long time. Other fragmentary infor­
mation indicates -that it is the truth." 

Fear that communism will spread 
throughout Asia is the principal reason 
why the United States has committed itself 
so deeply in the Vietnam conflict. The New 
York Times of May 9, 1965, pointed this 
out when it reported what President John~ 
son said in one of his speeches on Vietnam: 
"Mr. Johnson said the aim of the guerrilla 
war was not only the conquest of South 
Vietnam, but a desire 'to show that Ameri­
can commitment is wortbless.' " He added: 
"Once that is done, the gates are down 
and the road is open to expansion and end­
less conquest." This view is called the the­
ory of the falling dominoes. When. sev~ral 
dominoes stand on end and near one an­
other, the fall of one causes all of them to 
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fall. Similarly, the fall of South Vietnam 
to the Communists would, it is feared, pave 
the way for the falI of all Asia, from India 
through Japan and the Philippines. 

However, not everyone agrees that the 
theory holds true with regard to Vietnam, 
a:;l was pointed out by Professor MeT. 
Kahin. According to the New York Times 
of May 16, 1965, he stated in a public de· 
bate: "So long as Southeast Asian govern­
ments are in harmony with their countries' 
nationalism, and so long as they are wise 
enough to meet the most pressing eco· 
nomic and social demands of their peoples, 
they are not likely to succumb to commu­
nism." Where the spread of communism 
is a real threat is in countries that have 

I unpopular, corrupt governments and dire 
poverty. This has been a problem in Viet­
nam. The maKazine U.S. News &; World 
Report af Janua:r, 11, 1<J~, absetv~-d the.t 
one of the problems in Asia is "poverty­
poverty the like of which does not exist 
anywhere else in the world, poverty so 
grinding that statistics on family income 
are meaningless. . . . Unless we can find 
some way to 'really help Asians, we're in 
trouble of the worst sort. We're getting 
richer and they're getting poorer." 

The United States is determined to pre-­
vent a Communist takeover in South Viet­
nam and is willing to send as many of its 
own troops there as may be necessary to 
do this. Because of the' apparent impossi­
bility of crushing the insurgents militarily, 
due to their having the support of the peo­
ple and baving help and sanctuaries in 
neighboring countries, President Johnson 
said that "in the long run, there can be 
no military solution to the problems of 
Vietnam. We must find the path to peace­
ful settlement. Time and time again we 
have worked to open that I>ath. We an 

"Still ready to talk, without conditions, to 
any government. We will go anywhere, dis~ 
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euss any subject, listen to any poi1lt Of 
view in the interests of a peaceful solu­
tion. I also deeply regret the necessity Of 
bbmbing North Vietnam. But we began 
those bombings only when patience had 
been transformed from a virtue into a 
blunder-the mistaken judgment of the at­
tackers." By intensive bombing raids, the 
United States has hoped to persuade the 
Viet Minh to negotiate a settlement of the 
dispute. 

Opposition to United Stateti Policy 
The Communist nations are, of course, 

vehemently opposed to the American poli­
cy in South Vietnam. The North Vietna­
mese paper Hoc Tap of September, 1963, 
observed: "South Vietnam can be liberated 
only by force. To that end we must smash 
the reactionary administrative machinery 
and the imperialists' mercenary army. This 
revolution can and should be decided only 
by revolutionary action, using the force of 
the masses to defeat the enemy forces; 
it cannot be settled by treaties and agree­
ments." Expressing the view that the 
United States government also holds with 
regard to the significance of the conflict in 
Vietnam, General Giap of North Vietnam 
said: "South Vietnam is the model for the 
nationalllberation movements in our time. 
... If the special warfare that the U.S. 
imperialists are testing in South Vietnam 
is overcome, this means th~t it can be de­
feated everywhere in the world." 

Within the United States there have. 
been many protests against American pali .. 
cy in Vietnam. Twenty-five hundred clergy­
men requested President Johnson to stop 
the bombing raids. One hundred and 
thirty-four professors urged an end to the 
escalation of the conflict. Hundreds of uni­
versity students have protested American 
participation in the war ~d a number of 
United States senators are urging the U.S. 
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adm1n1strattQn to pun American fOrceS out 
of Vietnam. There are, of course, many 
-other Americans strongly in favor of the 
Vietnam policy. 

The United Sta~ would like to get out 
of Vietnam but without losing face and 
without losing South Vietnam to the Com­
munists. But it finds itself in a very costly 
and dangerous dilemma. If it pulls out, that 
would confirm the Communist ideas about 
revolutionary wars and might open the 
way for the spread of them. If it stays in, 
the war is likely to drag on for years, be­
ing a costly drain of men, money and ma­
terials. The war is now costing almost two 
million ,dollars a day. So a negotiated peace 
is very much desired. As an encourage­
ment toward that end, President Johnson 
has promised to institute a one-billion­
dollar program for developing southeast 
Asia, which program would include North 
Vietnam, if the Viet Minh will negotiate a 
settlement of the conflict. 

Religious Factors 
What Is not generally known is the role 

played. by certain religious factions in 
much of the trouble. In 1954 when the 
country was split into North and South 
Vietnam, hundreds of thousands of Catho. 
lic Vietnamese found themselves in the 
section dominated by the Communist Viet 
Minh. Since bishops in two major Catho­
lic provinces had built up armies to fight 
the Viet Minh along with the French, 
Catholics had good reason for feeling that' 
they were not particularly welcome in 
North Vietnam. So they moved into South 
Vietnam, where they received special privi­
leges under the rule of the Catholic Ngo 
Diem .. 

During·the closing years of World War 
n when Vietnam was under Japanese con­
trol, Diem was in exile, living at the Mary­
knbll Catholic Seminary in Ossining, New 
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York, in the United States. How he gained 
power after returning to Vietnam is de­
scribed by the progressive Catholic maga­
zine Ramparts of January-February 1965: 
"Diem would have been merely another 
emigre politician had he not won the 
favor of an intensely loyal and influential 
group of Americans. When Diem assumed 
power in 1954, he was perhaps better 
known in the V.S. than in Vietnam, Not 
the least among his American followers 
was Cardinal Spellman." 

Describing how he built up a Catholic 
dictatorship in South Vietnam, David Hal­
berstam, a New York Times correspondent 
in Vietnam, wrote in the September 14, 
1964, edition of that paper: "In forming 
a government in a country eroded by divi­
sion and jealousy, he created an apparatus 
in which jobs in the secret police network 
and the command of key divisions went to 
Catholics .... More than two-thirds of the 
province chiefs were Catholics." 

Although the Catholics wielded over­
whelming governmental control in South 
Vietnam, they represented only 9 percent 
of the population. The major portion of the 
population, 65 percent, is Buddhist, and the 
remainder are of various other religions. 
As might be expected, a great amount of 
animosity was generated between the 
Catholics and the Buddhists because of the 
injustices ,and oppressions of the Diem re­
gime. Buddhist demonstrations spear­
headed the crisis that finally toppled that 
corrupt government. 

The instability of the governments that 
rose and fell in quick succession after the 
fall of Diem was due in large part to the 
friction between the Catholics and the 
BUddhists. The Buddhist objection, in some 
instances, was lack of satisfactory repre­
sentation of the Buddhist majority in the 
government. The administration under 
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Phan Huy Quat, a Buddhist, brought a 
certain amount of stability to South V\~t~ 
nam, but it was not liked by certaill 
Catholics. In fact, the New York Times of 
May 10, 1965, reported that a new Catholic 
political organi<tation had been fanned 
with the tacit approval of the Catholic 
church. In bitter terms it denounced the 
Quat government as being soft on com­
munism, and he finally resigned. 

Despite American support, the South 
Vietnamese government controls only 
about one-quarter of the territory in South 
Vietnam. As in any war, the situation is 
ijuid, changing from day to day, but in 
March, the ma!JaZine U.S. News &; World 
Report observed: "The Communists are 
now isolatiflg the South Vietnamese prov~ 
inces, hiding easily from attack, maneu­
vering at will, dominating most of central 
Vietnam while "readying for. an all-out as­
sault." In these areas The Liberation Front 
collects taxes and recruits soldiers. It 
might, therefore, be said that South Viet­
nam has two governments. 

There is really no feeling of attachment 
by the people in the countryside for the 
government in Saigon. The tradition in 
Vietnam is for local rule by chiefs rather 
than a national government. Significant 
too is that 85 percent of the people live in 
the countryside, and this is where the in­
surgents freely operate, premising the 
peasants land of their own and freedom 
from absentee landlords. Americans are ac­
cused of being aggressors, fON:ig~rs whtl 
have taken the place of the French colo­
nialists. 

There are definitely two sides to the 
story about Vietnam. It is good to know 
them both. No matter what view a person 
may take of it, the awful fact remains that 
the war in Vietnam is Uke a flame on a 
fuse of a powder keg the explosion of 
which could wreck the world. 
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"HERE'S your breakfast. 
Heikki, and don't forget to ::, 

drink your glass of milk!" 
"Oh, Mom, why can't I just 

have a cup of coffee like yOll and 
Dad?" 

"Milk is rich in food value. 
Heikki, and that's what you need 
as a growing boy. So it's good for 
you to drink your milk." 

, 

"What Mother tells you is right. It's far 
better for a growing boy to drink milk 
than coffee ...• I have· an idea. How about 
our making a trip out into the country to 
learn a little of what's behind our having 
milk at the table every day? What do you 
think of that?" ., 

"Oh, Dad, that sounds exciting; I'd like 
to do that. When can we go?" 

We'll have to make arrangements first, 
but I know a man who has a dairy farm. 
I'll telephone him and arrange for us to 
go out there as soon as possible. But right 
now you can start thinking about ·what 
questions we should ask when we get out 
there." 

"I'll do that, Dad." 

Visiting a Farm 
Arrangements completed, father and 

son are 'on their way to the fann. 
"We're almost there now; in fact, that 

must be the farm over there. Do you see 
that large cow barn?" 

."That's probably the farmer waiting out· 
side for us." 

"I think so. Let's go over and greet him. 
And, Heikki, remember to thank him for 
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letting us come out here to look 
over his dairy farm." 

"Hello!" 
"Hello and welcome! I'm sure 

glad to have you and your son 
come out here and visit us and 
see a little of what takes place 
here on our farm." 

"We appreciate this very much. 
As I told my son, there's a lot 

more to know about milk than just that 
it's something we have on our table." 

"That's true, and I'll be glad to tell You 
something about it Let's start by going 
over to the cow barn." -

"Well, what do you think about such a 
row of cows? Have YQu seen so many 
before?" 

"No, not really like this! Just what I've 
seen in pictures. ,Does our milk come from 
these cows?" 

"That's a little difficult to answer, but 
it could be. In any case, the milk is gath· 
ered Irom many places before there is 
enough to meet the demand of a big city. 
A city like Helsinki needs about 475,000 
literS (125,000 gallons) a day." 

"How often do you milk the cows?" 
"Usually twice a day, in the morning 

and in the late afternoon, and it's quite 
important, as far as production is con· 
cerned, to milk them at the same time 
every day. Do you have any idea of how 
much milk we get from one cow?" 

"No, but it must be quite a lot, 1 guess." 
"Yes, indeed. Now if you will ,think of 

a one-liter milk bottle (about 1.1 quarts), 
you can imagine it better. Last year, on 

21 



the average, each cow gave about 5,000 
such bottles of milk! That's something, 
isn't it?" 

"Yes, it is. Does one cow really give 
that much? Dad, what if we got that much 
milk?" 

"Well, that would probably be a little 
too much for us. But now, son, while 
we're talking about how much milk each 
cuw IJ"toduces n would be in'teresnng to 
know how much butter that would mean." 

"Last year we had an average of close 
to 208 kilograms (close to 460 pounds) of 
butter per cow. But some cows do much 
better than that. There are cows giving 
more than 9,000 kilograms (20,000 pounds) 
of milk, and one cow I read about gave 
more than 546 kilograms (more than 1,200 
pounds) of butter last year." 

"It certainly must require a lot of work 
to reach such hi'6.h 'Production. figures." 

"It definitely does. It might easily mean 
twenty or thirty years of careful planning, 
always choosing the best stock for breed­
ing purposes, taking into consideratidn the 
percentage of butterfat as well as the 
quantity of production. And it means the 
investment of a great deal of money. The 
price of one breeding animal may run up 
to ten thousand Finnish marks (more than 
$3,000)." 

"Is the fodder of much importance as 
tar e.s proauctlon is concerned?" 

"Yes, very much indeed. For this reason 
it's possible to get advice to ensure that 
a cow having a high production also gets 
the right kind as well as the right amount 
of fodder. The aim of this is to keep the 
production high over a long period and 
with a high fat content," 

"Dad, ask what is done to the milk 
after milking the cows." 

"Yes, that's a good question. It would be 
mt~re'i>tll\,& t{) kw:,w 'Nn'CA \.~ utm.e '\t> ~ 
that only good-quo.lity milk reaches the 
conSllmers. " 
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"As you can see, we're using a milking 
machine; and, of course, we make sure that 
it is cleaned thoroughly after each use. Not 
only that, but we also make sure the 
cows are clean. The milk is taken up here 
to be strained, and then it runs down over 
a cooler that cools it down quickly, so that 
it will keep. The milk is taken daily to the 
dairy for further treatment. Farmers are 
In\eresteCt In Ctel)verlng milk of blgh qual­
ity, because they are paid accordingly. Any 
other questions?" 

"No, but we sure have been glad to be 
here and see what takes place on the farm. 
Now we can appreciate some of the work 
that has to be done here so that we can 
have milk every day." 

"It has been a pleasure to have you 
here. But let me suggest that there's a lot 
more to the preparation of milk than what 
you've seen here~ so if you.. want tAl vlc;jtv 
a dairy to see what takes place there, I 
would recommend that." 

I<Thank you very much; that's a good I 
suggestion. We would like to do that. And 
thank you again for letting us come here." 

Visiting a Dairy 
The day comeS for father and son to 

visit the dairy. Arriving at the dairy, the 
father talks to the one in charge: 

"My son and I were visiting a dairy farm 
recently and found it so interest.i.DPa 1!!!d. 
we were advised to visit a dairy also." 

"It will be a pleasure to take you on a 
tour. How about starting over here where 
the milk is received?" 

"Fine. I'm very interested in knowing 
what is done to aU the milk that comes to 
the dairy." 

"The first thing we do is to weigh the 
milk so that the farmer can be paid ac­
cording to what he sent. Likewise the 
milk is tested for fat content as well as 
graue 01 purl'ty .~~ 

".How can the purity of the milk be 
tested?" 
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"It's done by what we"'call the methy- "In ~ng the ril1lk, which takeS 
lene blue test. We take a certain amount"\ place here, the milk is heated to from 72 
of milk and then add methylene blue of ,to 75 degrees centigrade (162_167° Fahr­
standard. strength (in the proportion 1 to enheit) for a period of 10 to 15 seconds 
10), which gives the milk a blue color. and then immediately cooled down again. 
If there are many bacteria in the milk, This ensures that the milk keeps better and 
then the bacteria will soon make the blue that any disease germs are killed. So today 
color disappear and the milk will look nor- most of the milk used for drinking is pas­
mal. If there is only a small quantity of teurized. In this way the spreading of epi .. 
bacteria, it takes a long time for the blue demic diseases by means of milk 'is 
color to disappear. So milk that still has 'voided." 
a blUe color after 5i hours at 38 degrees "Now, of course, not all the milk is con­
centigrade (1000 Fahrenheit) is considered sumed in the homes as milk. There are a 
here as first-class milk. Let me say that lot of other things made from it." 
more than 99 percent of the milk received "Yes, although we here in Finland have 
here is of this grade. The best way to en- a sort of world record in milk consump­
sure first-class milk is to have the milk tion, 283 liters (close to 75 gallons) per 
cooled down as quickly as possible after person a year, still, of course, many other 
it comes from the cows." products are made from milk, such as but-

'IWhat is done to the milk that is to be ter, cheese and milk powder. You no doubt 
used for drinking?" have had chocolate milk, haven't you?" 

"It is cooled down to 2 or 3 degrees cen- "Yes, I like that!" 
tigrade (36° or 37° Fahrenheit). Then to "Well, this is a refreshment drink made 
get the desired fat content of 3.9 percent, from milk. Then, of course, there are the 
which is normal for drinkirig milk, we add different kinds of sour--mUk. But what is 
skimmed mille Milk normally averages it you think of on a hot summer day?" 
about 4.3-percent fat when received. Now "Ice cream!" 
as the milk proceeds on its way it's puri- "Yes, and this is an important product 
fied and homogenized. To accomplish this made from cream and milk Here in Fin­
it's put through this device that rotates at land we eat one and a half liters (about 
a speed of 4,500 revolutions per minute," three pints) of ice cream per person a 

"What is homogenizing? This is some- year." 
thing that I've never understood." "Dad always tells me that it's good for 

"You might remember having seen your me to drink milk Why is that?" 
mother turning the milk bottle around so "Well, first of all, considering that our 
as to mix the cream that had collected on consumption of milk and milk products as 
the top back into the milk." a whole is so high, it forms an important 

"Yes, I remember that," 
"Well, when milk Is homogenized, the 

fat globules in the milk are broken up to 
the extent that no cream ·layer fonns on, 
the top of the milk." 

"I've also heard that mnk Is pasteur­
ized, but what that actually is I don't re-
member now." 
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part of our entire nourishment. In Fin­
land we receive as much as 36 percent of 
the calories, 37 percent of the proteins, 
84.4 percent of the calciwn, 70.8 percent 
~f the vitamin A, 67 percent of the vita­
min B2 and 16.9 percent of the vitamin C 
that we need from milk and milk---prod­
ucts. These figures, of course, differ from 
country to country. Likewise through milk 
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you get a lot -of important minerals that 
the human body needs, such as sodium, 
potassium, calcium, magnesium, phospho­
rus and iron. Milk contains all these, 'ex­
cept iron, in large quantities. For children, 
calcium is of special importance as build­
ing material for the growing bones and 
it's important also for your teeth -and nails. 
You have heard of vitamins, haven't you?" 

"Yes, I have." 
"It has been explained that milk con­

tains a11 the known vitamins. And milk 
is an outstanding protein food. The pro­
teins in milk are said to be biologically 
valuable because they contain a large 
quantity of all the vital amino acids that 
make up high-grade proteins. Milk sugar 
or la:ctose is another important part of 
milk; it makes up about 50 percent of the 
dry matter in skimmed milk. It's a kind 
of sugar that is not obtainable from any 
other foodstuff. This sugar is considered 
important, especially for small children, 
as far as digestion is concerned." 

"That is a lot of information about the 
food value of milk. What is this we have 
here?" 

"This is where the milk is packed, either 
in bottles or cartons. How do you get your 
milk?" 

"We get it in bottles. But what is the 
difference?" 

"It's more a question of what one pre­
fers. The bottle has its advantages, but it 
needs cleaning and is used a number of 
times. The cartons can be thrown away 
after use. Some housewives prefer cartons 
even though they cost a little more, be­
cause they don't need to bring empty bot­
tles back to the store. Here about 50 per­
cent of the milk is placed in cartons, 20 
percent is bottled and about 30 percent is 
sold in bulk." 

"It looks as though we are getting to 
the end of our tour." 

"Yes, and it has been a pleasure to take 
you around. I hope you appreciate milk 
now even more than you did before." 

"We surely do, and thanks a lot for the 
tour." 

Back home at the table next morning, 
fatirer says: "We really learned something 
on our tour of the farm and th.e dai:ry, 
didn't we, Heikki?" 

"We sure did! I never thought of all that 
when r saw a bottle of milk before." 

"It certainly is interesting to see how 
bi.g a role milk plays in our dal1y food in­
take and to see how we use it in so many 
ways. But here comes Mother now with 
the breakfast." 

"Here's your food, Heikki. But you 
should have something to drink. What 
would you like to have?" 

"A glass of milk, please." 

SpsElal Dispenlatlan 
• The July 1964 issue of Air Travel reports: "Catholics traveling on Trans World 

Airlines flights on Fridays and other days calling for abstinence from meat may 
now eat meat under a special dispensation granted to the airline. The dispensation, 

granted by the Holy See at Rome, dispenses the obligation of abstinence by Cath· 
olic travelers, crew members and employees whenever and wherever they are 

served meals by TWA." Catholics might well draw more than one conclusion from 
this noUce: Either that they alight to trivel by TWA, or that the requirement of 
abstinence from meat was not too important anyway. But the Holy Bible shows 

that the requirement is not something trivial, because adherence to religiclJ.s 1:egu· 
lations tbat require one "to abstain from foods which God created to be partaken 

of with thanksgiving" mark one as a person who has fallen away trom true Chris· 
tian taith.-l Tim. 4:1-4; Gen. 9:3. 
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ABOUT two hundred times every year in 
tropical lands such as equatorial Afri­

ca, Java and Panama great masses of 
black clouds appear on the horizon and 
move across the sky. Lightning shoots out 
of the clouds, sometimes striking trees, 
and there is a tremendous noise. With 
every flash of lightning a great sound of 
thunder fills the heavens oVerhead. In oth. 
er parts of the world thunderstorms are 
common but less frequent, and in the very 
cold regions of the far north "they are rari­
ties. There is possibly no other display in 
the heavens that is as fear-inspiring as a 
thunderstorm with its flashing bolts of 
lightning and sky-filling noise of thupder. 

In ancient times people were so im­
pressed by the sound of thunder that they 
felt certain that it was caused by the ac­
tion of certain gods. Norsemen believed 
that every sound of thunder they heard 
was caused by a great hammer in the hand 
of their god Thor. They regarded Thor as 
the god of thunder and lightning, and they 
worshiped him under the symbol of a ham­
mer. A hammer of wood or iron was sus­
pended in their temples and representa­
tions of it were carved on gravestones in 
much the same manner as many people in 
Christendom do with the cross. 
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The impressive sounlt 
of thunder in a thunder­
storm was thought by 
the Greeks to be caused 
by their god Zeus. He 
was, therefore, called 
thunderer or mighty 
thunderer. Because the 
lightning/that shoots out 
of clouds was thought to 
be caused by him, the 
Greeks had the practice 
of fencing off spots that 
had been struck by- light­
ning and dedica ting 

those spots to Zeus. 
Among Indians on the American conti­

nent, a great number of views were held 
as to the cause of thunder. Like the Norse­
men and Greeks, they thought that thun· 
der was caused by invisible spirits or gods. 
The Yuchi tribe imagined that it was the 
noise made by a great black snake with 
rattles on its tail and on whose back a 
supernatUral being rode. Cherokee Indians 
thought that thunder was the noise of two 
boys playing ball in the sky. Other Indians 
claimed that thunderbirds caused thunder 
when they flapped their ~ings. Ancient In­
dians in the country of Peru used to wor­
ship thunder as Ii god and made sacrifices 
at places where lightning struck. This god 
is still worshiped in Peru by <;;atholic In~ 
dians under the name Santiago or Saint 
James. 

Unquestionably, the mighty, sky-filling 
sound of a great rumble of thunder is ex­
ceedingly awesome. When lightning strikes 
nearby ahd the thunder caused by it 
sounds like an explosion, even adults can 
be ,greatly frightened. With immense pow­
er being indicated by the .sound of thunder, 
it is not difficult to see why some peoples 
have been moved to regard it as a god or 
as being directly caused by a god. In ac-
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tual fact, however, thunder is the resUlt of 
~r1;ain actions in the earth's atmosphere 
that are as natural as the blowing of the 
.vind. It Is not caused by the hammer of 
rhor, the ball plaYing of two boys in the 
Iky or the flapping of wings by a giant 
~ird. Instead it is 'caused by lightning. 

When lightning shoots out from the black 
:louds of a thWl~rstorm, it produces a 
~at amount of heat that is so hot that 
J.ir in its path is violently moved away 
from it. This air ,is heated thousands of 
times hotter than what is required to melt 
an iron cooking pot or a steel knife. As the 
heated air moves violently away from the 
path of the lightning and then moves back 
again behind the lightning, thunder is 
caused. The tearing sound that accompa· 
nies lightning as, it streaks through the 
atmosphere is caused by this violent mov­
ing of the air. 

As a heavy charge of electricity rises 
from the earth and meets the lightning 
from the clouds, there is an explosion, 
causing'a sudden-sound of thunder. Lesser 
explosions are 'caused when lightning 
forks, resulting in lesser sOWlds of thunder. 

This natural reaction to' forces in the 
atmosphere takes place in about 44,000 
thunderstorms every day around the world. 
-Most of these storms are in the tropics, 
where heat, moisture and winds are just 
right for causing thunderstorms more of­
ten than elsewhere. 

Although thunder is a natural occur~ 
rence, operating according to laws estab­
lished by God long ago, there were unu­
sual occasions in the past when man's 

Creator, Jehovah God, directly caused It 
for a speciol PUl'POse. Whl!n he brought 
niIraculous plagues uPon the .. Egyptians to 
force them to release the Israelites from 
slavery, he took control of the hail, light­
ning, thunder and storm clouds. "St;) Mo­
ses stretched out his rod toward the heav­
ens; and Jehovah gave thtmders and hail, 
and fire would run down to the earth, and 
Jehovah kept maklng itl Tam down. hail 
upon the land of Egypt." (Ex. 9:23) By 
exercising direct control over these forces, 
Jehovah timed them with the stretching 
out of Moses' rod. 

Later at Mount Sinai, where the law 
covenant was made with the Israelites, Je­
hovah caused lightning and thunder, to 
indicate his presence upon the mountain. 
This direct causing of thunder by Jehovah 
God was no-t a regular thing, but was mi­
raculous. It served his purpose for special 
occasIons. However, the many thousands 
of thunderstorms that occurred daily all 
over the world in the time of the Israelites, 
as they still do today. were the results Qf 
natural causes:. 

When a thtmderstorm rolls overhead and 
lightning shoots out from it, accompanied 
by sky-filUng 'thunder, do not entertain a 
superstitious fear of it. Thunder is a nat­
ural occurrence throughout the world, just 
as is the rising of the sun and the flowing 
of water in a stream. As a person bas no 
need to fear the sOWld of the wind blowing 
in the trees cir raindrops pattering on a 
thatched roof,_ So he has no need to ha'Ve 
superstitious fear of thunder. 

Pl>p"lil't )'.J()JitiI>II 
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• In the Pottstown (PeJ1nsylvanlaJ Mercury of September 10, 1964, the 
following If!tter to ,the editor was published: "Now I know why the 
ushering iob in Pottstown churches is so popular. It's because ushers 
can stand out on the sidewalk and smoke cigarets and miss the service. 
Did you ever notice these men loafing around? They have big con­
ferences in front of every church." 
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IF YOU were a newcomer to Guatemala 
, City, arriving at precisely six o'clock on 
the evening of December 7, 'You might 
think some modern-day Nero was busy 
setting the city ablaze. 

However, a closer look would show that 
the flames came from heaps of trash 
stacked in front of each residence, and 
that they had been simultaneously lit at 
six o'clock. If you asked a ·native Guate­
malan' what was going on, he would likely 
reply, ltEstan quemando el Diablo;s mean­
ing "They are burning the Devil." 

This practice among the devout Catholic 
population in Guatemala is connected with 
the following day, DecemberS, considered 
to be the day of the "Immaculate Concep­
tion" of Mary, the mother of Jesus. This 
Roman Catholic doctrine hol~ that "the 
Blessed Virgin Mary from the first instant 
of her conception was by a most singular 
'grace and privilege of Almighty God ... 
preserved from all stain of original sin." 
The connection between this doctrine and 
the ceremony of "burning the Devil" is 
that in memory of Mary the people feel a 
desire to 'purge their guilt, to put away 
the satan that everyone has deep inside of 
him, to destroy through fire, a sort of 
spiritual panacea, all the sin and evil that 
have been accumulating in one during the 
365 dayS of the year.' A Catholic prIest, 
on being asked if there were some reli­
gious justification for "burning the Devil" 
on thiS date, replied that in the immacu-
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late coneeptlon IS seen me 'O'lUmpn or man 
over the demon.' 

One immediate result of this rite that 
is not so practical is the hazard created by 
the many fires. Foreseeing this, the fire 
department warned the inhabitants to take 
certain precautions, such as not to make 
huge mountains of trash, not to use kero­
sene or gasoline for igniting the trash, and 
not to allow children to jump dver the fire. 
Motorists were cautioned to drive slowly, 
avoid populous sections, and to park as far 
from the fires as possible. Despite these 
warnings, many children were seen play­
ing with the fires, some setting off fire­
crackers. This resulted in a number re­
ceiving serious burns, or even maiming 
members of their body. One five-year-old 
boy lost his left hand as the result of a 
firecracker explosion while playing with 
the fire in front of his home. 

From the spiritual viewpoint,- are there 
any practical results? Has any real change 
taken place in the personalities of those 
who have participated.in the "purging" 
rite? When finally the last vestiges of ash­
es and smoke have gone with the wind, 
what is the net result? The net result is 
that the people continue on in the same 
routine of life they had previously, and 
absolutely no difference in morality or 
spirituality is noted. There is no sudden 
shedding of all that is bad in favor of do­
ing what Is good. 

This brings up the question as to Wheth­
er the ceremony is according to the will of 
God, Does it have 'a basis in God's Word 
of truth, the Bible? Clerics may claim :l)t 
is religiously justified, but the fact is that 
there is no authorization for it whatever 
in the Bible. This tradition has become 
popular folklore, true, but it did not origi. 
nate either in the Hebrew' Scriptures or in 
the teachings of Jesus Christ and his fol­
lowers, which teachings are recorded in 
the Christian Greek Scriptures. 
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Further, the doctrine of the "ImInacu­
late Conception," to which "burning the 
DevU" is linked, is likewise not a Bibli­
cal doctrine. Although suggested early in 
the development of the Roman Catholic 
Church, it became a matter of controversy 
through the centuries. It received strong 
opposition on the part of prominent au­
thorities within the Catholic church itself, 
such as "Saint" Thomas Aquinas, "Saint" 
Bonaventura, and Leontius of Byzantium. 
The Council of Trent in 1546 C.E. did much 
to pave the way for its final acceptance 
by stating in its decree on original sin: "It 
is not its intention to include the Blessed 
and Immaculate Virgin." Favorable state­
ments from later popes culminated in the 
official incoI1poration of this doctrine into 
Catholic liturgy in the nineteenth century 
by Pope Pius IX, about eighteen centuries 
removed from the days Of Jesus and the 
apostles, who taught no such doctrine! 

God's infallible Word of truth, the Bible, 
shows that Mary was a descendant of the 
sinner Adam. Romans 5: 12 declares that 
"through one man [Adam] sin entered into 
the world and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men because they had 
alJ, sinned." The apdstle Paul said: "There 
is not a righteous man, not even one." 
(Rom. 3:10) Mary was no exception, 
though greatly privileged to bear Jesus. 
She was a sinner by birth. Hence, when 
Jesus was born, his being perfect was not 
due to Mary's being perfect, without sin. 
It was due to the miraCUlous power of Je· 
sus' father, Jehovah God. His holy spirit 
could produce a perfect child even though 
Mary was imperfect. Since God was the 
father, His perfect characteristics would 
be dominant in Jesus, making Jesus_ per· 
fect. Mary was a sinner and herself in 
need of redemption. She Showed she recog· 
nized herself as such when she fulfilled the 
law of purification after Jesus was born, 
for she presented a sin offering, showing 
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she waa.not without .sin.-Luke 2:22·24; 
Lev. 1Z:6-8. 

No mere mortal is able to light a bon­
fire and purge away sins or gain a victory 
over demons. It is the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ that cleanses from sin. "Unless 
blood is' poured out no forgiveness takes 
place." (Heb., 9:22) It is faith in the shed 
blood of Jesus, not a superstitiously kin· 
dIed fire on December 7, that gains a per­
son a standing before God. Also, demons 
are invisible spirit creatures, beyond being 
"burned" by earthlings. True, there is a 
symbolic lake of fire mentioned in the Bi· 
ble as reserved for the Devil and his de­
mons, "the everlasting fire prepared for 
the Devil and his angels" (Matt. 25:41), 
but it is God who will put them there, not 
man. However, when the Bible states that 
"the Devil [and his demons] who was 
misleading them was hurled into the lake 
of fire" (Rev. 20:10), it does not mean a 
literal fire. The Bible clearly describes that 
this is symbolism, for it states: "This 
means the second death, the lake of fire." 
(Rev. 20:14) So the lake of fire is a sym­
bol, a strikingly illustrative way of saying 
that the Devil and his demons will be an­
nihilated. 

When we allow accurate knowledge from 
God's Word of truth to be our guide, then 
we can achieve a true basis for our belief 
and can appreciate the grand provision 
God made for salvation. But to reduce Bib­
lical faith to superstition.) with or without 
clergy backing, means that one is robbed 
of the accurate knowledge needed to with· 
stand demonic propaganda emanating from 
"the one called Devil and Satan, who is 
misleading the entire inhabited earth." 
-Rev. 12:9. 

How precious is the truth of God's Word 
and the veracity of Jesus' statement: "The 
truth will set you free"! (John 8:32) Free! 
Yes, free from enslaving superstitions such 
as trying to "burn the Devil." 

AWAKE! 



UN Charter ShUts 
<t The Senate of the United 
States agreed, on June 3, to 
two changes in the United Na­
tions Charter. The amend­
ments would increase the mem-_ 
bershlp of the Security Council 
from 11 to 15 and the Eco­
nomic and Social Council from 
18 to 27. To date 72 of the 
required 76 nations have rati­
fied the amendments. 

Water Shortage 
• Many persons in New Del­
hi, India, were without their. 
cup of tea on May 30. They 
also dtd without a wash, be­
cause of a water shortage that 
has gripped the capital city. 
The water shortage has an 
even more drastic effect. Sev­
eral hospItals have had to halt 
all but emergency operations 
because they did not have 
ei:Iough water to sterilize in­
struments. 

Bloodless Hean Surgery * Six-year-old Terry Wilson 
was released from hospital in 
Edmonton, Canada, after un­
dergoing bloodless heart sur_ 
gery. Dr. John Callagh~n saId 
that he had performed four_ 
teen similar operations before 
he was confident that the op­
eration on Terry's heart could 
be completed successfully with­
out blood transfusions. Instead 
of blood, a mixture. of sugar 
and water was used in a heart­
lung machine, a key appara-

JULY lele, 1965 

tus in heart surgery. The three­
hour operation, which took 
place this spring, closed a hole 
in the boy's heart. According 
to the Vancouver Times, June 
1, Dr. Callaghan said that the 
operation, to repair the hole 
and clear a blocked valve, was 
no more dangerous than nor--_ 
mal procedures. It went as 
"smooth as silk without any 
complications whatever." The 
defective heart was discovered 
¥lore than a year ago, but 
nothing was done because doc­
tors insisted on using blood. 
But the Wilsons, who are Je"' 
hovah's witness'es, declined 
such help because blood trans­
fusions are a violation of God's 
law. 

Change In Coinage 
• The first major change in 
American coinage since 1792 
Is in the making. President 
Johnson asked Congress, on 
June 3, to approve a bill tbat 
would eliminate silver from 
dimes and quarters and sharp­
ly reduce it in the half dollar. 
These coins would contain cop­
per and nickel. The reason for 
the change is said to be the 
growing world shortage of sil­
ver. There will b~ no change 
in the silver doliar, but there 
are no plans to mint any more. 

Litter Bill 
-$- It cost about $10,000,000 
just to clean up the rubbish 
along the Uniteq States high-

w~ys, streets and recreation 
areas during the three-day Me~ 
morial Day weekend. The same 
amount will be spent for the 
Fourth of July and Labor Day 
weekends, which proves that 
waste. indifference amI' care­
lessness are expensive habits. 

The Home and Crime 
-$- A recent Federal Bureau 
of Investigation report from 
Washington showed that ma­
jor crimes- -bad increased by 
13 percent aeross America last 
year. Rape and assault ac­
counted for the bIggest part 
of the Increase. The majority 
of these crimes were commit­
ted by young people. The 
broken home has proved to 
be one of the greatest can· 
tributors to crime among the 
youngsters. The next reason 
given by law enforcement 
agents is lack of discipline. 
Instead of being disciplined 
when they do wrong, children 
often get bribed to do right. 
A prominent district attorney 
pointed out that you can check 
t~ records- a' long time in a 
lot of states and you wlll sel­
dom find., a case where a 
youngster who has had con­
sistent parental attention, su­
pervision and home disciplIne 
has wound up ill. prison. Lee 
O. Teague, agent in charge of 
the FBI in Oklahoma City, 
stated: "We know that one 
of the principal factors affect­
ing crime rates is instability 
of the family and family break­
down. Thus, a divorce Is one 
of these primary factors." 
Warden R. H. Page at the 
Oklahoma State penitentiary 
said that during 1964 his in­
stitution received 1,786 new 
prisoners. Of this number, 1,-
161, or 65 percent, came from 
broken home.§. 

Space Feats 
-$- At 1:13 p.m., on June 7, 
U.S. astronauts James McDiv­

, itt and Edward White splashed 
down in the Atlantic Ocean 
in their callsule Gemini 4 
after a 1,700,OOO-mile journey 
through space. White "walked" 
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in space for 20 minutes, with 
the help of his space gun. 
Theirs was a 62·orbit, 98·hour 
voyage. Dr. Charles A. Berry, 
chief flight surgeon to the as· 
tronauts, saId tile mission 
proved that man could ma­
neuver outside a space capsule 
without vertigo and disorlen­
tatioil. He also said that the 
missIon knocked down a lot 
of straw men that had been 
ra.ised about the effects of 
weightlessness on prolonged 
flights. The flight cost $50,000,-
000. Since 1961, when the Unit· 
ed States started putting men 
In space, cost of manned flights 
has totaled almost $10 for 
everY American. By 1969, the 
cost will rise to more than 
$100 for every man, woman 
and child in the United States. 
or some $20,000,000,000. But do 
any of these space "firsts" 
solve man's real needs on 
earth? Space acrobatics are 
spectacular, historic and ex· 
~?,\"f~ ~"l,;;a'U\t1I, 'lm.t t1Y\).\~ 
not billIons of dollars and ru­
bles be used for a better pur· 
pose on earth? 

Ca.tholic Riches 
<$> A recent squabble_ between 
Italian authorities and the Vat­
ican :revealed some interesting 
aspects regarding a carefully 
guarded secret-the wealth of 
the Roman Catholic Church, 
Parade, a Sunday newspaper 
magazine, May 23, says: "Its 
portfolIo of securitieS is esti· 
mated at $5.6 billion [$5,600,· 
000,0001, compared to the port· 
folio of the Church of England 
whldl Is worth approximately 
$58D million, The Vatican is 
an international financial pow· 
er using such bankers as the 
Rothschilds, Hambros, Samuel 
Montagu, and the Morgan 
Guaranty group In this coun· 
try [U.S.l. In Italy it has in­
terests In II Banco di Santo 
Spirito, II Banco dl Roma, La 
Societa Generale ImJJ1obiIiare, 
Sogene, and through them ex·, 
tensive holdings in hotels, 
tranSportation companies, 
mills, etc. Its complete wealth 
in terms of real estate, art 
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treasures, etc., is unrivaled by 
any other church." 

May Di888te1'!l 
.. A cyclone that ripped across 
East Pakistan May 12 took 
12.033 lives. With information 
still unobtainable from some 
areas, it was feared that the 
death toll might reach 30,000. 

Near Fukuoka, Japan, a gas 
explOSion killed 186 miners in 
one of the worst mine disasters 
since World War n. Not far 
from Dhanbad, India, an ex­
plosion, on May 28, killed 200 
coal miners, and another 200 
were trapped. On May 17 a 
gas explosion near Tonypandy, 
Wales, ripped a coal mine to 
shreds, killing 31, ,-

An avalanche on the snowy 
slopes of Zugspitze crashed 
down on Garmisch·Partenkir­
chen, Germany, a mountain 
ski resort, on May 16. At least 
24 persons died. 

A ferryboat crossing the 
'2:,\i',~,:re <R\'<<et at \...\~~~, '\;\"b.­
lawi, capsized on May 24. 
About 150 Africans are be­
lieved to have drowned, 

On May 20, a Pakistan air­
lines jetliner crashed while ap· 
proaching the Cairo (Egypt) 
airport, kllling 121 persons 
aboard. 

The National Saiety Coun­
cil in the United States stated 
that In the closing days of 
May, AmerIcans were dying 
on the highways at the rate 
of more than five an hour, 
Who Is there to deny that we 
live in frightful times? 

African Export8 Drag 
<$> Export products of most 
African countries are products 
of primitive agriculture, which 
represents 85 to eo percent 
of these nations' economies. 
Agriculture means five prod­
ucts: ground nuts, cocoa, colfee, 
cotton and timber, includ· 
ing tropical hardwoods. Sur­
veys of Africa's economy show 
that these countries must find 
a way to earn more with ex· 
~OI:tS. But t.he. f=t is. tb.aJ. 'l. ... 
the volume of exports gains at 
only half the rate of indus· 
trIalized nations, the price of 

their products has been falling. 
So on the basis of value, Afri­
can nations are falling behind 
in the export race. 

Food Shortages 
.. During the mid·fifties India 
was almost self·sufficient with 
respect to food. But in the 
early 1960's she has begun to 
have annual food deficits that 
fltlll continue. The country now 
~tlAllJ:l:\!a l;).a1.-t ~'" '11Jl£'~~. -v:.. +.!2tto 
United States' wheat produc_ 
tion as does America itself, 
Some day India may consume 
as much U.S. wheat as Amer· 
icans, 

As recently as 1961 Com· 
munist China exported rIce, 
but in recent years she has 
had to import grain. There is 
no longer land to bring under 

l cultivation in the regions that 
need It most. This is a new 
phenomenon in the history of 
man, said Lester R, Brown, a 
gtaff economist at the U.S. 
"Depar'tment ot Agnculture. On 
May 19 he said that specialists 
in the field of tood production 
are substantially less optimis· 
tic than they were a few years 
ago about the continuing race 
between world population and 
world food supply. 

The Jobless 
.. Unemployment In America 
.waS at the lowest since Octo· 
\ler 1957. Employment in May 
rose to 72,400,000. Out ot a 
tlvilian labor force ot 75,000,. 
·000 workerlL, this.. Qir-jJIr..~ '11'_ 
the unemployment situation is 
seen: Jobless men, aged 20 
years and over, number 1,300,-
000. Jobless married men num· 
bf>r 807,000. Jobless women, 2Q 
years and over, total 940,000. 
The number of persons who in 
May had been unemployed for 
15 weeks or more came to only 
804,000, or Slightly more than 
1 percent of the labor force. 
Unemployment at teen.agers 
of both sexes totaled 1,100,000 
In May. Man, made in God's 
image, is meant to be a worker._ 
Therefore, much af! he enjoys 
relaxation, he is not complete· 
ly .happy unless he has work. 

AWAKE! 



SypbWll on InereaBe 
.. A generation or so ago ve­
nereal diseases were hush· 
hush, too delicate a subject 
to put in type. The situation 
today has changed. Health ed· 
ucators have felt that airing 
the disease before the public 
would have a warning ell'ect. 
The Idea worked for a while. 
Venereal diseases dwindled. 
But when penIclllin came Into 
use, syphilis no longe\' was 
news and the publfc became 
complacent. Suddenly there it 
was again in alllts ugly forms 
and on the Increase especially 
among the young adults. Every 
year some 23,000 cases of early 
syphilis are reported to the 
publfc health services. Of these, 
45 percent are persons under 
25 years of age and 17 percent 
are persons less than 20 years 
of age. By·products of late 
syphilis are complete mental 
and physical ~isablllty. The 
U.S. government estimates 
there are 18,361 patients with 
neurosyphilIs In state institu· 

tions for the insane. Girls 
should remember that aUer­
an attack of gonorrhea they 
may be barren for life. How 
much better to live by the BI· 
ble's high moral standards. 

Collt of Ecumenlsm 
.. Since the day Jesus Christ 
commissioned his dIsciples to 
"make disciples at people of 
all the nations" (Matthew 28: 
ll}), preaching, teaching and 
baptizing believers were con· 
sidered primary duties of 
Christianity. Today, however. 
many clergymen doubt wheth· 
er gainIng new members is 
the primary goal of Christian· 
Ity. They feel that the Chris· 
tian's work is to serve men 
rather than convert them. Ac· 
cording to Time magazine for 
May 14, Dr. Gerald Jud of 
the United Church of Christ 
said: "Old evangelism tried to 
get everybody inside the ark. 
Today the church Is trying to 
get the significance of God's 
love to people outside the ark." 

But if they were succeedIng, 
would not those on the "out· 
side" want to get in? Many 
Protestants believe that it is 
hard enough to keep the bap. 
tized on its rosters. 

Among U.S. Roman cath· 
olics conversions have dropped 
from 146,212 in 1959 to 126,209 
last year. Catholics say ecu­
menlsm is the major cause 101' 
this drop; they appear to have 
lost their zeal to bring others 
into their church. Priest John 
A. O'Brien of Notre Dame 
University's Bureau of Reli· 
gious Research stated: "Cath· 
ollcs seem to have overlooked 
the importance and necessity 
of continuing the convert apos· 
tolate to the Individual.." 

However, Time says! "One 
traditional means of evange­
lism that still works Is person· 
to-person contact, in homes or 
offices, made by Cbristlans who 
witness to their faith." Jeho· 
vah's witnesses lise this apos· 
toIle method. 

What is the real backgrotuld of twentieth-century 
religion? Is there a definite link between the pa­
gan Eastern religions and the Western religions 
of Christendom? How far into antiquity can their 
origins be traced? Learn the facts! Read the 
7D4-page hardbotuld book uBabylon the Great Has 
FaUenlJJ God'8 Kingdom Rules! Send only 5/6 (for 
Australia, 6/6; for South Africa, 55c). 

. . , .. .. ....... 
WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 

PleR~e send me "Babylon the Groot Has Fallen/" aDd's Kingdom RIilB8/ I am enclosing 
!S/6 (for Australia. 6/~i for South Afrlca,.55c). For mailing the coupon I am to receive free the 
bookiet "L;)Qkl I Am Makiff.g AU T/ling8 New." 

Name .. 
Post 
Town .. 

JULY' 2!, 1965 

Street and Number 
or Route and Box. 

P~ta1 
District No ............. County .. 
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T ""'ON' ,,'.", I ','. 
Time is running out! If you wish to share in the "'*ord 
of Truth" District Assemblies of Jehovah's Witnesses 
this summer, and have not already attended, consult 
the list below and make your arrangements NOW! 
You will be glad you did. 

CANADA 
July 22-25: Peterborough, Ont., Peterborough Memorial 

Community Centre, Rooming: 109 Ware St.. Peter_ 
borough, Onto 

July 29-Auguat 1: Brandon, Man., The Wheat City 
Arena, Rooming: 834 10th St., Brandon, Man. 

August 6.8: Kftchener, Ont., Kltchener Memorial 
Auditorium. Rooming; 85 Ottawa st. S., Kitchener, 
Ont. 

August 12-15: Quebec, Que. (French), Cambra! Curling 
Club. Rooming: 215 rI!e Anna, Quebec, Que. 

AnguM 19_22: Calgary, Alta:.!. Stampede Corral. Room_ 
Ing: 8M 12th Ave. SE., <.:algary, Alta, Saint John, 
N.B., Thj~tle CurUng Club. Rooming: 185 Mount 
Pleasant Ave., Saint .John, N.B. 

August 26_29: London, Ont., Orand~tand, Western 
Fairgrounds. Rooming: Ui87 CaledonIa St., London, 
Onto SYdnel' N.S., Sydney Academy Auditorium. 
Rooming; A exandra St., Sydney •. N.S. 

UNITED STATES 
Center. 
Haw"U 

Falr_ 
Ave., 

" 'ff~~~~;i'[~,ij~;,o~\i'.!' N.V. (EngUsh and Spanish), St. & River Ave. Rooming: 
l'/.Y. ll~O1. 

For rooms or further information write 

at the rooming address in the city nearest you 

AWAK 
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