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—fomans 13:1}

Volume XLVI

HEN a per-

s0n sees ree
ports of robbery,
rape and assault
évery time he
picks up a news-
paper, it causes
him to think:
Would it be wise
to keep a gun in
the house? Not
just & few persons have reasoned that they
"might be safer with a weapon around. So .
in the glove compartment of their car, in
a desk drawer or at their bedside they
keep & gun handy. Gun dealers have re-
portedly been doing a thriving business.

Hundreds of thousands of cast-off weap-
ons of foreign armies have been dumped
on the United States market, and through
magazine advertisements and other chan-
nels there has been a great deal of encour-
agement to purchase these firearms. It is
argued that citizens should have a weapon
for protection. In fact, one publication
urged: “If you are EVER going to buy a
gun BUY IT NOW.”

Ig this good encouragement? Should one
obtain a gun for protection? Many per-
sons are undecided. Others, who have kept
a2 gun in the house, wish with all their
heart that they had not.

For instance, a family in New York City.
They kept a 22-caliber rifle in the bed-
room closet. One day their four-year-old
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boy found it, play-
fully pointed it at
his five-year-old
sister and pulled
the trigger. In an
instant the family
was robbed of ane
~of its beloved
members. How
they wish that
they had not kept
a gun in the house!?
Another family, in Culver, Indiana, kept
a 16-gauge shotgun behind the television
set. One day their four-year-old son picked
it up and shot his six-month-old sister to
death, almost decapitating her, A few
weeks later a six-year-old gir! in Little Sil-
ver, New Jersey, found an automatic pisto!
in her parents’ bedroom. Her nine-year-
old sister came in and took the gun away
from her, but, while doing so, somehow

‘the trigger was pulled and the six-year-old

glrlfellbackonthebed gshot in the
forehead.
In another instance, the children of a

© family living in a South American coun-

try were at home playing with toy gums.
The ten-year-old daughter decided that it
would be more fun to play with a real gun,
so0 she climbed up and got her father's
pistol. Playfully she aimed it and pulled
the trigger, but nothing happened until she
pointed it at a friend of the family who
was baby-sitting. The bullet ripped through
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the woman’s skull, killing her almost in-
stantly. What a2 tragedy! If only the par-
ents had not kept the gun in the house!

In New York City two youngsters would
probably still be alive today if guns had
not been kept around. An eighteen-year-
old Brooklyn youth was shot dead when
the pistol his friend was holding dis-
charged accidentally. And just two months
later, an eleven-year-old boy on the lower
Fast Side of New York was fatally wound-
ed in the head when a .22-caliber pistol he
was examining went off. In both instances
the youths were visiting the homes of
friends who illegally kept guns in the
house. Although the deaths were acciden-
tal, both of these persons were booked by
the police,

On May 23, 1965, a sixty-four-year-old
man traveled from Baltimore to Brooklyn
to visit his daughter and six grandchildren.
He loved them all, but his favorite was
alert, five-year-old George. While unpack-
ing, grandpa teased George about the gift
m his bag. But since the valise contained
a loaded .38-caliber pistol kept for pro-
tection, grandpa first placed it in a dresser.
Unknown to the laughing pair, George’s
eight-year-old sister picked up the weapon.
Somehow it fired. The bullet hit George in
the back of the head, killing him instantly
—before he had even received grandpa’s
gift.

It must certainly be a horrible memory
to live with—to know that one has killed
a sister, a brother or some close friend.
Even for one who did not finger the trig-
ger, but only kept the gun available for
use, the responsibility for the death of an-
other must weigh heavily upon one’s mind.

Not just a few persons find themselves
with such feelings of remorse, for the
above are not isolated cases, In the United
States alone about 2,000 persons are killed
in gun accidents annually, some 500 of the
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victims being less than fourteen years of
age. In addition, more than 4,000 persons
are murdered with firearms and 11,000
commit suicide with them. Unquestionably
the increasing availability of guns is a fac-
tor in their taking 17,000 lives a year.

Surely not all weapons are kept for use
against fellow humans; many are used to
hunt or to slaughter animals. While it is
not wrong to keep a gun for these pur-
poses, one should never forget that guns
are dangerous.

But what about keeping a gun in the
house for protection? Last fall a Life mag-
azine writer cansidered the matter and
wrote: “I am a lightweight 5-foot-3 and no
good at self-defense, but then and now I
would not have a gun in the house. My
reason is simple: guns kill people, and
none of us is quite so civilized as he or she
might wish. . . . Human emotions are
murky and indefinite. And a gun is a very
definite instrument.”

Should an armed thief break into your.
house, what would you do with a gun?
Would you endeavor to shoot it out with
someone who is probably more trained in
the use of firearms than you? Are posses-
sions-more valuable than life? Is one really
safer with a deadly weapon on such oc-
casions? What is meant for protection can
easily become an instrument of destruc-
tion. It has often happened. This should
cause any person who is considering the
purchase of a gun to think soberly.

In the case of a Christian, he will also
want to ask himself, Is reliance upon a gun
for protection in harmony with the Bible
principle at Isaiah 2:4, which says: “They
will have to beat their swords into plow-
shares and their spears into pruning
shears. Nation will notlift up sword aggjnst
nation, neither will they learn war any
more”? One who is really pursuing peace
does not equip himself for war.

AWAKRKE!?



For example, for not a few persons God
does not seem real because the Bible teach-
es that he ig “the King of Efernity,” that
is, without beginning and without end.
They simply cannot grasp how this could
be. But it should not be difficult to accept
this fact. Why not? Because there are oth-
er things we must accept without being
- able to comprehend them. Such as?

i —1 Tim, 1:17.

Such as the fact that time is infinite.
Time never had a beginning and will never
have an end. Can we comprehend how this
can be? Experience would tell us that
everything must have a beginning. But not
time. Likewise with space, It has no end;
yet we cannot fathom how this can be. So
we must admit that our minds are finite,
limited, and that there are things that are
not so limited, that are infinite. If we can
accept the fact -that time and space are
limitless, it should not be difficult to ac-
cept the fact that the great First Cause,
the Supreme Being, the Original Source of
tife, Jehovah God, is limitless, infinite as
to time. Well did the prophet Moses, in his
old age, say: “O Jehovah, . . . before the
mountains themselves were born, . . . even
from time indefinite o time indefinite you
are God.”—Ps. 90:1, 2,

Doubis of Scienlists

Another reason why God is not very
real to many persons is that the doubts
that many scientists have as to God and
as to the Bible’s being a divine revelation
have been widely publicized. Those scien-
tists who doubt God and the Bible are fre-
quently more vocal and get much more
publicity than do those who do believe.
Their statements are viewed as more sen-
sational, and so are more readily picked
up as news. But a poll of British scientists
taken in the 1930's revealed that the per-
centage of scientists that believed in God
was about the same as for the population
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of Britain in general, A poll about the
same time regarding American sclentists
revealed a similar picture.

Interestingly a University of Pennsyl-
vania professor once stated: “Most scien-
tists do not accept miracles because they
are not Christians, But the thoughtful
scientist would not say that miracles are
impossible, but only that they are im-
probable. Most scientists are not Chris-
tians, but not because they are scientists.
Most businessmen or reporters are not.
Christians; in fact, most people are not
Christians.”* All of which might be said
simply to underscore the Bible’s statement
that “faith is not a possession of all peo-
ple.”—2 Thess. 3:2,

Reason it out for yourself. Is it not far
more logical to believe that there is a Cre-
ator that always existed and that brought
everything into existence than to believe
that the universe brought itself into ex-
istence from nothing and that, without any
guiding intelligence, it produced the mar-
velous results visible all about us, not only
to the naked eye but also by means of the
great telescopes and the high-powered mi-
croscopes? Must not every effect have a
competent cause? The material universe is
an “effect,” and therefore it must have a
cause able to produce it. It therefore mute-
ly testifies to God and his attributes, even
as his Word reminds us: “His invisible
qualities are clearly seen from the world’s
creation onward, because they are per-
ceived by the things made, even his eter-
nal power and Godship, so that they are
inexcusable” who would deny that God ex-
ists. If we reflect on these reasons, facts
and scriptures, it will help to make God
real to us.—Rom. 1:20.

That is why today in the United States
there is a society of scientists whose very
objective is to accord the facts of modern

* Time, July 4, 1955,
AWARE!?



sclence with the lteral comterts of the
Bible, Its members subscribe to the state-
ment: “I believe the whole Bible as origi-
nally given to be the inspired work of God,
the unerring guide of faith and conduct.
Since God is the Author of this Book, as
well as the Creator and Sustainer of the
physical world about us, I cannot conceive
of discrepancies between statements in the
_Bible and the real facts of science. Accord-
ingly, trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, my Savior, for strength,
I pledge myself as a member of this or-
ganization to the furtherance of its task.”
This society is known as “The American
Seientific Affiliation.” And even critics of
this organization grant that its member-
ship includes “highly competent and so-
phisticated scientists.”—Religious Beliefs
of American Scientists, by Long (1951),

The Existence of Evil

Then again, God is not real to many
persons because they cannot- harmonize
what the Bible tells about God’s being al-
mighty and love with the misery, the evil,
the injustices they see in the world. This
apparent contradiction is capitalized on by
all who do not want to believe in God and
the Bible. In fact, for millenniums it has
been the favorite argument of the agnostic
and other unbelievers: ‘Either God is not
interegted in man and so does not care
that man suffers or he cares but is unable
to do anything about it. In either case he
thereby deprives himself of his right to my
worship.’ The trouble with all such per-
-sons is that in their reasoning and in thelr
search in the Bible they stop short of

what is needed to arrive at the truth. For

reason would indicate that. there could be
such a thing as this evil’s being temporary,
that God the Creator might have some
compelling reasons for permitting this sor-
ry state of affairs and that after his pur-
pose had been served by permitting it he
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would put an end to it. And had these men
Investigated further in God's Word, they
would have learned not only that this is
indeed the case but also that very soon
now God will bring an end to evil upon
earth.

Why has God permitted evil? Because
of the challenge to his universal sover-
eignty issued by one of his creatures,
which challenge involved man’s integrity,
namely, Could God have men on earth that
would remain loyal to him regardless of

_all the pressure that could be brought upon

them by way of suffering or temptation?
Was Jehovah God the Universal Sovereign
only because he bribed men to serve him,
or did his creatures recognize that right in
ftself regardiess of how they themselves
might fare? This issue is made clear in the
Bible book of Job, which also shows that

‘God was able to have a man of faith upon

the earth in spite of all that the Devil could
do to turn him away from God, thereby
proving the Devil’s boast or challenge a
He.--See Job, chapters 1, 2 and 42,

The fulflllment of Bible prophecy fur-
ther shows that soon God’s time for per-
mitting evil will be up and that he will
bring an end to it, Thereafter the prophecy
will be fulfilled: “He will wipe out every
tear from their eyes, and death will be no
more, neither will mourning nor outcry
nor pain be any more. The former things
have passed away.” Then there will not be
any agnostics questioning God’s existence
because, of evil, for there will be no evil
But even now God is very real to all who
see these things by reason of faith.~—Rev.
21:4; Heb. 11:27.

God versus Malerialism

Perhaps as strong a reason as any other
why God is not real to many is that they
crowd spirituality out of their lives by
their pursuit of materislism. Since your
time, your strength and your means are
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limited, it must follow that if you set your
heart on materialistic values your belief in
God will suffer. It is indeed of interest that
this widespread tendency was recognized
by the noted plane designer Igor Sikorsky.
In fact, so much so thdt he wrote a book
on the subject, The Invisible Encounter,
which he subtitled “A Plea for Spiritual
Rather than Material Power as the Great
Need of Our Day.” Yes, how can God be
real to you if you crowd Him out of your
thinking and your affections by the pur-
suit of material possessions, worldly honor
and pleasures of the senses?

Well did Jesus, the Great Teacher, state,
in quoting from the prophet Moses: “Man
must live, not on bread alone, but on every
utterance coming forth through Jehovah’s
mouth.” And as Jesus further noted:
‘“What benefit will it be to a man if he
gains the whole world but forfeits his soul?
or what will a man give in exchange for
his soul” or life? Human experience bears
out the accuracy of the observation of the
apostle Paul that “those who are deter-
mined to be rich fall into temptation and
a snare and many senseless and hurtful

desires, which plunge men into destruction
and ruin. For the love of money is a root
of all sorts of injurious things.” Not that
there is anything wrong with money or
even with having much of it, What is
wrong is the Jove of money, the greedy
pursuit of money or the things money can
buy, Just as two coins placed right in front
of the eyes can hide the sun as well as all
light from view, so keeping one’s eyes
greedily fixed on material things blinds one
to the reality of God.—Maitt, 4:4; 16:26;
1 Tim. 6:9, 10,

If you would have God be real to you,
you must be willing to buy out time and
energy ordinarily spent in materialistic
pursuits to ascertain the reasons, facts and
scriptures that tell about God, his pur-
poses and his will for you, even as you
have done in reading this article to its
conclusion. By pursuing such a course you
will be showing yourself to be truly wise.
How so? Because it is written: “This
means everlasting life, their taking in
knowledge of you, the only true God, and
the one whom you sent forth, Jesus
Christ,”—John 17:3.

Symboliom o} the Great Seal

On the back side of the United States one-
dollar bill there are shown both sides of the
country's Great Seal. On the seal's front side
is an American eagle holding in one talon an
olive branch and in the other talon a bundle
of thirteen arrows, This denotes the power of
peace and war vested in Congress. In the
eagle’s beak is a seroll inscribed with a motto
that also appears on United States’ coins,
E Pluribus Unum, meanlng “Out of Many,
One.” The seal’s reverse side shows a pyramld
with an eye at its zenlth surrounded with a
burst of light. The pyramid {5 intended to sig-
nity strength and duration, whereas the eye is
intended to refer to the eternal eye of God.
Above the eye is a Latin motto “Annui
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Coeptis,” which means “He [God) Has Pros-
pered {or Smiled On) Our Undertakings.” On
the base of the pyramid is the date, in Roman
numerals, 1776, and below the pyramid ap-
pears a scroll with the motto Nowvus Orde
Beclorum, meaning “A New Order of the
Apges.” Since that “New Order” was estab-
lished in 1776, there have been many other
political new orders set up by political leaders
in other parts of the earth. But it is to God
himself that men must look for a new system
of things that will unite all mankind under
the righteous rulership of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God himself. That righteous govern-
ment will not be one set up by men, because
it is the “kingdom of God.”

AWAEKE!



CHRISTENDOM'S
RESPONSIBILITY

v,

PRINGING into world prominence in

just a few decades, communism has be-
come a world force that Western nations
view with grave concern, fearing it as &
threat to their freedom. Exceptional skill
in the international game of power poli-
tdecs has been shown by Communist coun-
tries despite their comparatively short ex-
istence. How atheistic communism could
spring to such prominence in this twen-
teth century, especially in nations that
have professed Christianity, has been a
cause for puzzlement by many Western ob-
servers. But this is not difficult to under-
stand when the religious history of these
nations is examined.

"It was in the nineteenth century that
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels collabe-
rated to produce the theoretical founda-
tions for communism. Marx denounced re-
liglon as “the opium of the people” and
singled it out as one of the major ob-
stacles to the attainment of the revolution-
ary goal. Others bullt upon the founda-
tions laid by these men, producing the
forms of Communist ideology that exist
today. But the seeds of tommunistic
thought could never have grown to pro-
duce what we see today jf the soil had not
peen made fertile for them well in advance.
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Cov mucianm

Preparing for
Communism

The preparation of
Russia for communism
began back in the tenth
century when Vladimir I
embraced the Eastern
Cathelic faith, whieh at
that time had its head-
quarters in Constanti-
nople. In the eleventh
century the church was
split into Eastern and
Western churches, Bus-
sia staying with the
Fastern or Orthodox Church. At the
coshmand of Viadimir, the Russian people
were compelied to be haptized as Catho-
lics. For centuries thereafter the Russian
Orthodox Church served the interests of
the ruling class {n Russia and oppressed
the common people. The bock The World’s
Great Religions, published by Life maga-
zine, observed: “The Orthodox Church
historicatlyhas bfen a tool of government.
« « . Peter the Great even abolished the
Moscow patriarchate toc make the czar
head of the church.”

Without hesitation the Orthodox Church
used the armed might of the State to fur-
ther its ends, Commenting on this, the late
N, Berdyaev, an exiled Russian philosos -
pher, wrote in the book The Origin of Rus-
sian Communism. “Can the hierarchg jus-
tify such anti-Christian ‘politics'? Why do
they resort to force rather than deeds of
love? Why do they disbelieve the strength
of God's truth, but believe in the govern-
mental, outward strength? We observe
with amazement the union of Church and
State in this hateful work. It is this very
subservience of the Church to the State
that has resulted in the loss of faith.on the
part of so many people. Our hierarchy
habitually trusts in outward force and
corapulsion, which are the very antithegis
of Christianity.”
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Instead of blilding up the people's faith
in Christianity, the Russian Orthodox
Church contributed measurably to its de-
struction. Its love for the oppressive rich
and ruling classes in Russia and its dis-
regard for the needs of the common people
made Russia fertile for the growth of
atheistic communism.

The now Communist country of Poland
was, in the tenth century, a subject of the
Holy Roman Empire. Its rulerin 965 C, E.,
Duke Mieceslav, forced upon his pagan
subjects the Roman Catholic religion. Any-
one refusing to conform to it was pun-
ished severely. For example, those par-
taking of food during a religious fast were
to have their teeth broken. One Roman
bishop, in justifying such crueities, argued
“that none but the roughest modes of
treatment were suitable to people who were
only comparable to cattle. What they were
too stubborn to accept graciously, and too
dull to perceive spontaneously, must, it
was clear, be beaten into them.”—Conver-
sion of the Slavs, by G¥ F. Maclear,

With repard to Hungary, the Magyar
historian Verboczy observed: “Hungary
became Catholic, not through apostolic
teaching, nor through the invitation of the
Holy See, but through the laws of King
Stephen.” That political head of the State
followed the practice of the Russian czars
by using the power of the State to force
the Catholic religion upon the people, After
quoting Verboczy, the book History of the
Nations, Volume 17, goes on to say: “He
was not always content to use persuasion
alone to lead his subjects to the new faith;
he hesitated not to use threats also,”

In the thirteenth century the Roman
Catholic religion was extended to the re-
gion south and east of the Baltic Sea by
an order of knights known as Brothers of
the Sword. The members of this order were
religious zealots who recognized the Cath-
olic “Virgin” as their special protectress.
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They swore to bregk the will of heathens
with the sword. The people in this area,
congequently, could not regard Christianity
as a religion of love, kindness and mercy,
because the Church, which claimed to rep-
resent it, came to them with the drawn
sword, forcing conversion upon them by
means of violence.

In Bulgaria, now part of the Communist
bloc of nations, the Orthodox Church was
close to the political rulers but oppressive
of the people. Conditions became so in-
tolerable that a movement of revolt against

the clergy was formed in 1860, Regarding

this The Encyclopceedia Britannica, 9th edi-
tion, Volume IV, states: “The clergy, ap-
pointed by the heads of the church at Con-
stantinople, are deplorably ignorant, and
frequently know as little as their flocks of
the meaning of the prayers which they read

“in Greek. Their arbitrary and oppressive

dealings excited a strong movement of re-
volt about 1860, and the bishops were ex-
pelled from many towns.”

The long and vicious rivalry between the
Roman Catholic and Serbian Orthodox
Churches in Yugoslavia was especially evi-
dent after the armies of Hitler took over
that country. With the support of the Na-
zis, Ante Pavelic was installed as the pup-
pet ruler of Croatia. The Ustagi parliament,
which he headed, publicly announced as its
official policy the extermination of the
[Orthodox] Serbs that remained in Croa-
tia. “Those who escaped murder,” says
The Encyclopedia Americana, 1956 edition,
Volume 29, “wére either foreibly evicted
from Croatia or forced to embrace the Ro-
man Catholic faith. The unofficial estimate
by the government in exile of Serbs killed
by the Ustasi reached the appalling figure
of 600,000 men, women and children.”

The common experience of these many
peoples now under Communist rule has
been one of suffering and oppression at the
hands of the church and her political fa-
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vorites. Most of these people had beern con-
verted by force of arms or political decree,
not by intellectual persuasion. This was
not the example set by the apostles of
Christ, who used the persuasive power of
the truth to convert pagans to Christianity.
The suffering and injustices endured by
these peoples because of religious and po-
litical despotism over a period of several
centuries made them fertile ground for
commuuism,

Not only did the church fail to improve
the lot of the common peoples, but it failed
to extend to the masses the education that
might have helped them to improve their
lot in life. The British historian H. G. Wells
points out this failure in his Outline of His-
tory. He states: “Though it is certain that
the Catholic Church, through its propa-
gandas, its popular appeals, its schools and
universities, gpened up the prospect of the
modern educational state in. Europe, it is
equally certain that the Catholic Church
never intended to do anything of the sort.
It did not send ocut knowledge with its
blessing; it let it loose inadvertently. It
was not the Roman Republic whose heir
the Church esteemed itself, but the Roman
Emperor. Its conception of education was
not release, not an invitation to partici-
pate, but the subjection of minds.”

Compromige with Communism

As in the past, so today, the church
seeks the favor of the political rulers de-
spite the fact that these rulers in Commu-
nist lands are atheists representing an
ideology that is antagonistic to it. In April
1950 the Roman Catholic Church in Po-
land. signed an agreement with the Com-
munist government of Poland whereby she
would be granted certain concessions in
return for her support of Communist na-
tional policies, and Cardinal Wyszngki en-
couraged Polish Catholics in 1956 to vote,
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as reported in Time magsazine of May 20,
1957, “a straight Communist ticket.”

In Russia the church has given full sup-
port to the Communist rulers. With re-
gard to this the book Russia Is No Riddle
by Edmund Stevens points out: “The
Church took care not to bite the hand that
was now feeding it. It fully realized that
in return for favors bestowed the State
expected the Church to give its firm sup-
port to the system and to operate within
certain limits, The tradition of cenfuries
as official state religion was deeply rooted
in the Orthodox Church, and it therefore
slipped very naturally into its new role of
close collaboration with the Soviet Gov-
ernment.” Life magazine of September 14,
1959, poidted out: “Stalin gave some con-
cessions to religion, and the church treated
him like a czar, Orthodoxy’s collaboration
Is ensured by a special government minis-
try and the Communists have utilized the
church ever since as an arm of the Soviet
State.” In Hungary, Czechoslovakia and
Yugoslavia the church permits the Com- .
munist State to control it. Unlike the early
Christians who refused to compromise with
the unbelieving political State of Rome,
the Roman Catholic and Orthedox Church-
es have shown g willingness t¢ compro-
mise, This weakness is nd example for the
people to hold fast to Christian faith and
integrity. .

The history of the church in Eastern
Europe shows her to be greatly respon-
sible for the conditions that caused the
people there to become fertile ground for
the growth of commminism. At the expense
of the people she sought the favor of op-
pressive rulers in order to gain riches.and
power for herself. She did not hesitate to
use violence and the power of the State to
force people under her skirts. Her harsh
and oppressive relationship with the peo-
ple was a far cry from the loving example
set by Christ.

1



Admissions of Guilt
Take note of some of the admissions
made by clergymen of the church’s respon-

sibility for the growth of communism. Ro-

man Catholic philosopher Jacgues Mari-
tajn pointed out: “What is the cause of

is [atheism of communism]? It is, I hold,
because it originates chiefly through the
fault of the Christian world unfaithful to
its own principles, in a profound sense of
resentment, not only

ern nation to go Communist, Where were
the bishops, where were the priests and
nuns, and the well-heeled and well-scrubbed
laity?” The paper went on to report: “The
priest said that the Catholic Church’s fail.
ure to raise a voice of protest against Ba-
tista—the Cuban dictator who preceded

-Castro—contributed to the rise of Commu-

nism in that country.”
As communism continues in its deter-
mined drive against

against the Christian
world, but-—and here
lies the tragedy—
against Christianity
itsell.”"—Christianity
and Communism, by

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT 1SS3UE

®Da You Have Time for God?
®*Surgery Without Blood Tranafusions,
A Visit with the Pygmies,
*v[atnam—a Dangerous Powder Keg.

religion the church
increages its com-
plaints about it. But
her own record is
- stained with intoler-
ance, injustice,, op-

J. C. Bennett,

Philosopher Berdyaev remarked: “Chris-
tians who condemn the Communists for
their godlessness and antireligious perse-
cutions, cannot lay the whole blame solely
upon these godless Communists; they must
assign part of the blame to themselves, and
that a considerable part, They must be not
only accusers and judges; they must also
be penitents. Have [professed] Christians
done very much for the realization of
Christian justice in social life? Have they
striven to realize the brotherhood of man
without that hatred and violence of which
they accuse the Communists? The sins of
Christians, the sins of historical churches,
have been very great, and these sins bring
" with them their own punishments.”—The
Origin of Russian Commnunism.

The Toronto Daily Star of October 24,
1964, reports Jesuit Louis J, Twomey of
New Orleans’ Loyola University as say-
ing: “Roman Catholics must face the fact
‘that communism has been more successful
in so-called ‘Catholic countries’ than in
Protestant nations because Roman Catho-
lies in those countries do not practice the
principles of their faith. . .. Cuba, which
is 95 per cent Catholic, was the first west-
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pression and human
blood shed by her political swords, At her
order multitudes were massacred or thrown
into dank dungeons to be tortured by sadis-
tic inquisitors, Even in our twentieth cen-
tury she has been unrelenting in her perse-
cution of persons who point out the un-
scripturalness of her traditional teachings
and conduct. In view of her terrible record,
it should be evident that she is the agency
that prepared the soil that has proved fer-
tile for communism to flourish in Christen-
dom. In a sense, communism is her child,
the fruit of her past unchristian actions.
The church has brought Christianity int
to disrepute by her past actions. As the
religious part of Christendom, she puts on
an appearance of being Christian and
claims to represent Christ, but her actions
contradict her claim, Paul, an apostle of
Jesus Christ, well describes her religious
leaders: “Such men are false apostles, de-
ceitful werkers, transforming themsetves
into apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for
Satan himself keeps transforming himself
into an angel of light. It is therefore noth-
ing great if his ministers also keep trans-
forming themselves into ministers of righ-
teousness.”’—2 Cor. 11:13-15,

AWAEKE!



They Were Following

/MWJ'/

AST 1all head-

§ tnes 1 the

New. York
Times read: “Foe
Craspes Kmn 4
oN JERSEY PIKE—
2 Cars, 9 Tractor-
Trallers, and Van
Pile Up, Halting
Early Morning
Traffic,” According to the account: *First an
auto, two traller trucks and a van collided.
Moments later, five tractortrailers telescoped
when the driver of the first rig saw the wreck-
age ahead and applied his brakes too quickly
for those following him to stop. ©

“Then, another private car that had been
a short distance behind the tractors was stopped
abruptly by its driver when he saw what lay
ahead and two tractor-trailers smashed Into
the car and demolished it.”

Such tragedies are becorﬁlng commonplace.
The New York Times of last November 9
reported’ that accidents In New York state
resulting “from drivers following too closely
[were] up 13 per cent in the first six months
of this year and the Injury rate was running
10 per cent ahéad of & year ago. In 1963, there
were 91,054 accidents-from tallgating, with 10
deaths. Injuries resulted in 56,234 of the
crashes.’” :

The paper went on to say that “tallgating
accounts for about 25 per cent of all accidents,”
making it the largest single cause of accidents.
The New York Thruway Authority conslders
it such a serious problem that a special section
s devoted~to tailgating in its “Safe Driving
Tips” on the officlal map folder,

In other states the problem is as great, if
not greater. The Pennsylvanla Turnpike police
-label ‘following too close’ as by far the leading
cause for trouble. And the New Jersey Turn-
pike has blamed it for 45 percent of the acel-
dents on that highway. Alse, it 1s relevant
that one year the Ohio Turnpike authorities
reported that 75 percent of all ateidents in-
volving two or more vehicles were rear-end
collisions.

Highway officials blame drivers’ overconfl-
dence in quickness to react and their misjudg-
ment of stopping ability as important factors
in these rear-end collisions. It takes, on the
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average—including tirne for reacting and brak-
ing—88 feet to stop when traveling 30 m.p.h.,

149 feet when muving 40 m:p.h., and 366 feet
when going 60 m.ph. Thererore, unless you
are at least those distances behind when the
car in front stops suddenly—say, in & head-on
collision-—you, too, may well be involved in
the agcident.

Thys it is apparent that the popular rule
of one car length of space between vehicles
for every ten miles an hour is not sufficlent
In an emergency. Safe drivers will allow more
space, especially during bad weather and when
traveling at high speeds, The New York Thru-
way, for instance, recomymends staying thirteen
car lengths behind at 60 m.p.h, under ideal
conditions, and double that when the weather
1s bad,

"Many drivers £ail to keep sufficient distances
between themselves and other ¢ars during rain,

“fog, snow or sleet; apparegtly thinking that

they can see as well and stop as quickly as
when the roads are dry and the weather clear.
But, obviously, this is not true. So when drlv-
ing conditions .are poor, reduce your speed
and allow more space between cars, Do not
worry if others pass you,

Another factor resgonsible for tailgating ac-
cidents is the fallure'to antlclpate what other
drivers might do. It is important to drive de-
fensively, constantly studying the traffic pic-
ture and planning for anything that may hap-
pen. Watch not onlx the car just ahead of you,
but also the cars in front of it, Adjust your
driving to allow a space cushion arqund your
car, always making certain that you have an
“out” if the unexpected occurs. Rehearse in
your imagination what you will do in ah emer-
geney, especially if the driver ahead stops
suddenly.

But you not only want to avoeld smashing
into the car in front, you also want to keep.
the car behind from hitting your rear. So try
to discourage “bumper chasers” If a dfiver
hugs your tail, encourage him to pass, even
pulling off the roadway if necessary, And when-
ever leaving a fastmoving stream of traffic,
get off the roadway as quickly as possible,

Signaling your intentions will also help to
keep drivers off your tail. Merely using the
lowered-hand signal when stopping suddenly
has prevented many rear-end collisions, If you
slgnal properly anq:l drive at safe distances, it
is unhkely that you will be involved in any
accidents due-to following too close.
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SOCRATES’ SPIRITISTIC GUIDANCE

NE of the charges made against the

ancient Greek philosopher Socrates in
399 B.C.E. was that he was introducing
new divinities. This was a reference to the
daemonion, or mysterious voice that guid-
ed Socrates, to which he often referred. He
called it his “divine voice.”

According to Socrates’ foremost disciple,
Plato, Socrates had said: “You have often
heard me speak of an oracle or sign which
comes to me, and is the divinity which
Meletus ridicules in the indictment. This
sign I have had ever since I was a child,
The sign is & voice which comes t¢ me and
always forbids me to do something which
I am going to do, but never commands me
to do anything. ... Iam assured by oracles,
vigions, and in every sort of way in which
the will of divine power was ever signified
to anyone.” {Apology as translated in The
Harvard Classics [New York; 1909] edited
by Charles W. Eliot, Vol. 2, pp. 18, 20)
Plato’s testimony is that Socrates heard
the “voice” frequently and on the most
trifling occasions.

In regard to this “voice,” the book Noted
Witnesses for Psychic Occurrences, by
Walter F. Prince, says of Socrates: “When
at last he was on trial for his life . .., it
surprised him that when he was about to
prepare a speech in his defense he heard it
[the woice] directing him not to do so.
Throughout the trial, when he spoke out
boldly and unconciliatingly, exasperating
his judges, it was silent in approval”
(P. 124, 1963 printing) Thus, because of
this ‘“voice,” Socrates made no real effort
to conciliate his judges.

In Socrates’ last speech, after sentence
had been passed, he said: “O my judges
. . . I should like to tell you of a wonderful
circumstance, Hitherto the familiar oracle
within me has constantly been in the habit
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of opposing me even about trifles, if I was
going to make a slip or error about any-
thing; and now as you see there has come
upon me that which may be thought, and

" is generally believed to be, the last and

worst evil, But the oracle made no sign of
opposition, either as I was leaving my
house and going out in the morning, or
when I was going up into this court, or
while I was speaking, at anything which
I was going to say; and yet 1 have often
been stopped in the middle of a speech;
but now in nothing I either said or did
touching this matter has the oracle op-
posed me. What do I take to be the ex.
planation of this? I will tell you. I regard
this as a proof that what has happened to
me is a good, and that those of us who
think that death 1s &n evil are in error.”
—The Harvard Classics, Vol, 2, p. 27.

Upon the basis of this clairaudient voice
Socrates believed that death was no evil
and that the human soul was irmmortal. In
his last speech, before drinking the poison
cup In his prison cell, Socrates said:

“If death had only been the end of all,
the wicked would have had a good bargain
in dying, for they would have been happily
quit not only of their body, but of their
own evil together with their souls, But now,
as the soul plainly appears to be immortal,
there is no release or salvation from evil
except the attainment of the highest vir-
tue and wisdom.” Socrates also said: “Are
we to suppose that the soul ... is blown
away and perishes immediately on quitting
the body as the many say? That can never
be, . . . The truth rather is that the soul
which is pure . . . departs to the invisible
world—to the divine and immeortal and ra-
tional: thither arriving, she lives in bliss
and is released from the error and folly
of men . .. and forever dwells . . . in com-
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peny with the gods.” That is how Plito
quotes Socrates In his work
—Ibid., Vol. 2, pp, 13, 103.

Socrates’ view on immortality of the
soul and his view of death’s being no evil
are not supported by the Holy Scriptures,
which plainly show that death is man’'s
enemy and thet the human scul does in-
deed die. (1 Cor. 15:26; Ezek. 18:4, 20)
Actually Socrates’ “voice” that misled him
cupe from wicked spirits or demons, and
the doctrine of the immortality of the hu-
man soul is one of the many “teachings of
demons” of which the Bible warns irue
Christians.—1 Tim, 4:1; Isa. 8:19, 20.

Where, then, did Christendom get its
doctrine of the immortality of the soul?
Not from the Holy Bible but, as the book
The Evotution of Immortality (1901) by
8. D. McConnell, then rector of All Souls
Church, New York City, shows:

“Those who were Greeks hrought to the
new religion the Platonic idea that the in.
dividual soul is indestructible, . . . The mas-
terful Augustine ., . took Plato’s doctrine
of the inherent immortality of the soul,
disengaged it from metempsychosis and
ransmigration [of soul], and gained for
it a general credence which it has held to
this day.” :

In another work, the book The Winning
of Immortality (1910), Professor Freder-
ick Palmer, A.B., D.D., then a member of
the Harvard Divinity Faculty, says: “By
the end of the second century Greek
thought began to penetrate Christianity,
and to bring with it that view of the soul
which for five centuries had been current
in it. . . . (In the Phgedo by Plato the
phrase, ‘the soul {s immortal, occurs twen-
ty times). . . . From this time onward

Christian opinion comés to be more and
more influenced by Greek thought in this
direction. Tertullian, In the early part of
the third century, expressly declares that
his view is that of Plato, ‘I will use there-
fore the opinion of a Plato, when assert-
ing that every sowl is immortal' (De
Resur, Carn,, {ii) . . . In the beginning of
the fifth century Augustine, who was an
edmirer of Plato, built his doctrine of the
future. punishment of sin on the premises
that the soul is in itself immortal; and the
moulding power which Augustinianism ex-
ercised over Christian theology for more
than a thousand yvears carried deep info it
a belief in the natural Immortality of the
soul and embedded it there.”

Little wonder that a former British
prime minister, William Ewart Gladstone, .
once said: “The natural immortality of
the goul is a doctrine wholly unknewn to
the Holy Scriptures and standing on no
higher plane than that of an ingeniously
sustained, but gravely and formidably con-
tested, philosophical opinion. It crept into
the Church by a back door—the back door
of Greek philosophy”!— Hegven, Paradise,
Spiritualism and Hell {1931), by W, Bar-
rie Abbotf, pr. 15, 16.

Yes, the truth of the ratter Is that Soc-
rates’ and Plate's philosophy is being
taught by Christendom’'s churches, Since
Socrates was spiritistically guided and
since he became an exponent of the doc-
trine of the immoriality cf the soul largely
because of the demon *voice” that mis-
guided him, the fact is: Those religions
that teach this doctrine today are mis-
leading others by the foretold ‘‘teachings
of cernons.” Does your religion teach such
a philosophy?

BILLIONS OF BIRDS

® Birddom teems with Inhabitants, It has been estlmated that
there are some 100,000,000,000 birds. That 18 over 30 birds for each

human,
JULY 8, 1965

15



A Sltter

One of the privileges and rasponsibilities of mofhers s

to help their duughhr: get ready for the role of mother-

hood. And it is in her early teans that a young Qirl starts

out on an uoctive period of preparation for it, How

might a mother wisely help to prepare her daughters? This

article illustretes how a Christian mother con give the kind
of | every young girl o

TA[HS TO HER DAUGHTERS

time to time how
Jehovah God made
it possible for wom-
en to be mothers
and have babies.

(14 I, Mom,” says

eleven-year-
old Jane, on arriv-
ing home from
school,

“How did things
go today?’”’ asks
mother,

“All right in the classrooms, but, my,
Carol—the way she acted today. She’s so
irritable! I can't get along with her any-
more. She never understands anything.”

“Well, Jane, Carol isn’t feeling so well
today.”

“She doesn’t have the flu, does she?”

“No, but this is the time for Carol to
have her menstrual period. You see, Carol
is a young woman now, sixteen years old,
and every month there are a few days
when she may not be 50 easy to get along
with. Also, remember that you are getting
to be & big girl, and this will happen to
you too.”

‘“What do you mean?”

“Well, you're being prepared for mother-
hood, just as amy other young girl; that’s
the way Jehovah God made it. Let’s sit
over here and be comfortable and I'll tell
you about the changes that take place in a
girl’s body when she gets about twelve to
fifteen years old. We've discussed from
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f Menstruationisa
sign that a woman can have a child. It is
a normal, natural thing, nothing to be
ashamed of; it’s the Creator’s way of pre-
paring you for your future role of being
a mother. When a woman stops menstruat-
ing, she can no longer have a baby. You
remember that the Bible tells us about
Abraham’s wife Sarah and why she could
not naturally have a baby in her old age.
Why not read it, Jane? You will find it at
Genesis 18:11." ‘

“Tt says: ‘And Abraham and Sarah were
old, being advanced in years. Sarah had
stopped having menstruation.' I don't un-
derstand that word ‘menstruation.”

“It comes from a word meaning ‘month,’
because menstruation comes about once a
month. It is a gentle flow of blood that
comes from the womb, the place where a
baby grows inside its mother.”

“But does that mean .something is
wrong inside?”

“No, not at all. You’ll recall we've al-
ready talked about a baby and the way
it grows in a mother’s womb. The womb
is like an upturned little leather bag, pear-
shaped, with an opening that is normally
quite tightly closed, as if by a drawstring.
‘The womb is hollow and moist inside, It is
located in the lowest part of a woman's
abdomen. Every month the womb receives,
through its upper end, what we might call
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a mother cell or a tiny egg—an egg as tiny she is leavinZ childhood and 13 becoming

the peoint of a sharp pin. The egg s
made in one of two small organs called
ovaries, and it's trip from the ovary to the
womb may take about a week, Now, 10

prepare for the cgg that could grow irto
a baby, God arranged so that the womb

would get ready a soft nesting place for
the egg.”’
“How does it do that, Mom?”

“Well, the lining of the womb, which is
much like the inside of vour cheeks, geis

thick and spongy. The womb’s supply ol
blood increases because it is needed to kelp

huild this soft nest for the.egeg. But the egg
cannot grow into a baby by itself, While
it iz still on its way to the womb, the egg
has to be joined with what we might call
z father cell or male sperm cell. This join-
ing can come abouit as a result of sex re-

lations between a husband and his wile.

But when there is no joining of the egg
with a father cell, as is the case with un-

married girls, the mother cell or egg cell
soon dries up and the thickened lining of
the wamb that was intended as a nest for

the fertilized egeg is no longer needed. SO
the umheeded lining cf the womb begins 10

fall off, somewhat the way your SsKin
comes off after a sunburn. This cast-cil

lining, along with scme blocd, leaves the
womb and passes out of the body througa
the vaginal canal, the channel that leads
from the womb to the cutside of the body.
After a few days’' bleeding the lining of
the womb begins to repair itself. This is
repeated each month, That is menstrua-
tion—as simple as that. So you don’t reed
to be surprised, then, when this menstrual
blood appears. Yow'll know that everything
is happening just right.”

"Do all girls have menstruation?”

"“Yeg it is something that happens 10
every girl. The beginning of it is really
a milestone i every girl’s life—proof that
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a woman.”

“But when does it start? How will I
know?"

“Each girl is different, Jane. Some giris
start to menstruate as early as ten or
pleven vears of age, but many start in their
thirteenth year, and others may nct start
until they are ffteen. No two girls are
alike. But there are certain signs that ir-
dicate when a girl is about to begin her
menstrual periods.”

“What are they?”

“Well, yvour breasts begin to develop and
hair begins to grow on various parts of
your body. For spme months before the
first period, voung girls may have a
whitish-colored discharge of mucus from
the vaginal canal. It is a sign that the
glands of the sex organs are becoming ac-
tive. Thig is not menstruation, but any-
time after this sign a real menstrual {low
cant begin.”

“I hope I know when it is going to come.
What if I were playing at school?”

“Tt doesn't happen all at once. At the
beginning a little blood may stain your
clothing. For about three days a liftle blood
keeps sceping: then gradually it decrenses
and stops completely, After a few times a
girl knows when it will start by watching
the calendar. She protects her clothing by
wearing a sanitary napkin that absorbs the
mens<rual tlow.”

“Is that what sanitary napkins are? I
woridered. I've seen them advertised in
magazines.” -

“T'll show vou when you go upstairs, In
fact, I'll give you some, so you will have
them when you neced them,”

“How long do I wear 1t7”

“You change it frequently, especially
during the first two days, when the flow
is heavier, This prevents any unpleasant
odor and protects your c.othes.”
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“Will it come every month?”

“When you first begin to menstruate,
you may not have the second period until
two or three months later. In fact, the first
one or two might be separated by a$ long
as six months. It takes the body some time
to become regular. After the first year or
so-most girls menstruate on schedule. Usu-
ally it comes every 28 days, But don’t ex-
pect it to be exactly 28 days. The normal
cycle can be anywhere from 21 to 35 days.
Even when you get a regular cycle, it may
ke thrown off schedule by a number of
things.”

“How ig that, Mom?”

“Well, a sudden change of climate, a
serious illness, fatigue, a long train or
plane trip or emotional excitement might
throw off your schedule a number of days.
But it’s only temporary and nothing to
worry about. Generally it’s pretty much
of a 28-day cycle.”

“Does menstruation hurt?”

“For the first couple of days most wom-
en don't feel quite as well as they usually
do. You may get what girls call eramps,
but most women try to live as normal a
life as they possibly can. After all, men-
struaticn is not an illness but a normal,
hatural function. Keep fresh and clean;
take your daily bath or shower warm—
not too hot or too cold. At the beginning
of a period you may feel a little more sen-
sitive or irritable or you will get tired

easier. So get enough sleep, especially the .

first two days of a period. In fact, you'll
welcome one or two nights of getting to
bed earlier. And don’t forget, Jane, to bal-
ance off any unpleasant aspects, there are
the real satisfactions of maturity and
womanhood.”

“I think you have answered all my
questions now, except one. Will I be able
to have normal elimination during that
time?"
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“Yes, you will, dear, everything contin-
ues in the usual way during a menstrual
period, including the passing of water and
bowel movements. But sometimes before
the period, when the womb swells and
bresses against the colon, this becomes
sluggish and there may be constipation and
cramplike pain. But some of this discom-
fort may be avoided by keeping elimina-
tion normal the week before the period.
S0 you'll feel better if you take more wa-
ter and eat fruits and vegetables at this
time rather than cake, candies and sweets,
You will probably have other questions
when your period comes, but you know I
will always be glad to help you with any
worry or guestion,”

“Thanks, Mom, I'm so glad you told me
all about this. May I go to the store now
and get the things you wanted?”

“Yes, dear, please do. You'll find the list
and the money on the kitchen table.”

As Jane leaves the house, her sister
Carol says, “Mother, I heard you talking
to Jane about menstruation; isn’t it a little
early to be telling her all about that?”

“No, Carol, not at all. You see, one of
the kindest things a mother can do for her
daughter is to prepare her for this mile-
stone in growing up., Imagine how you
would have feit if I had not prepared you.”

“That's true. 'm glad you told me so
I knew what to expect. I don’t know what
I would have thought was happening to
me! Even now I sometimes wonder about
myself a little, I get so edgy at times be-
fore my periods. I know you said not to
worry about it, but today Jane and I quar-
reled; I don't know why I was mean to
her. T just felt like taking it out on some-
one.”

“Your feelings are nothing unusual, Car-
ol. Many women feel a little irritable a
few days before their period begins, We
call it premenstrual tension. You see, in
addition to the physical changes some
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women have at this time, such as tender-
ness of the breasts, temporary weight gain
and the increased possibility of headaches,
thére are mental and emotional changes,
Some women feel quite depressed; others
get irritable and short-tempered. Some find
it hard to study or take on an extra work
load. But don't let these things worry you.
Just recognize that the body is under-
going some changes for the onset of men-
struation,”

“It's true, schoolwork was not as easy
today as it usually is. But I'm glad there’s
nothing really wrong with me; I just don’t
like to be so irritable.”

“That's where we as Christians have an
extra responsibility, Worldly women often
give in to their feelings and make it very
difficult for their children and husbands to
live with them. But at these times we
should try harder than usual to apply Bi-
ble principles about being kind and patient.
It’s not easy. I myself have to be very
careful to be loving and kind, and perhaps
I don’t always succeed, but we should try.
So during those days of tension try to be
careful to be kind to others. If you give in

to feelings of irritability and say unkind
things, you'll regret it afterward, just as
you already have. Besldes, as you know,
the tension quickly vanishes with the on-
set of the menstrual flow and you have a
feeling of emotional relief and calmness.
Soon you feel like a new person, with re-
newed energy. So try your best to show
Christian gualities at this time.”

“T'll do that, Mother.”

“And there is still another aspect to this,
Carol, a very important one, That’s our
attitude toward other girls who have pre-
menstrual tension. Recognize it in them.
If they get Ilrritable and say something
they usually wouldn't say, put up with it
in love, as Christians should. Don't hold
it against them or allow a grudge to de-
velop. Then you won't ruin friendships.
You know that they are going through an
experienice that you understand. Now,
Carol, you have some homework to do;
you had better get to it before supper.”

“Thanks, Mother. I feel so much better
now that we've talked together. It makes
it easier to meet these problems when
someone has told you what it's all about.”

The Family Group—a Divine Arrangement

& The family group is God's arrangement of
things and as such there is no substitute for
parents. In his book Marriage Kenneth Walker
writes: “It Is argued that it would surely be
far better for children to be brought up under
the supervision of doctors and psychological
experts than to be left in the hands of parents
who may be ignorant and improvident. These
enthustasts for the State handling of ehildren
overlook the fact that no child can become a
good citizen who in his earlier years has been
emotionally starved, and that there 1s no rea-
son to suppose that a State will ever be able
to provide a child with the emotional substi-
tute for parents. We have only to remember
Nazi Germany and to look at Communist
Russia to realise how great are the dangers
to which children are exposed when the State
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undertakes their upbringing. . .. State officials
can never act as satisfactory substitutes for
parents, -

“Nor is it the children slone that have to
be considered when appraising the merits of
the family group. It must be remembered that
the family forms not only a natural biclogical
but also a psychological unit, a small, closely
knit group in which the children are as essen-
tial to the psychological welfare of the
parents as the parenis are necessary to the
psychological welfare of the children, Why
therefore should the parents be penalised by
the removal of their children soon after they
are born? They would suffer splritually al-
most as much as the children from this fore-
fble disruption of [this] masterpilece, the
tamily group.”
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ncense-

-A sweet odor
of antiqaity

HAT sweet odor of antig-

uity is still around. Yes, even outside
the Orient there are persons who believe that
incense contributes to the pleasing atmosphere
of a tastefully furnished home when it, like
any perfume, is judiciously used. Although it
is seldom used in some countries, there are
others where the perfuming of rooms with
incense is a common practice. Its use for this
pleasurahle purpose as well as for religious
purposes can be traced to ancient times. In
fact, one of the inspired proverbs of King Solo-
mon says: “0il and incense are What make
the heart rejolce—Prov, 27:9.

Since incense was used so extensively in the
ancient world, it was an important item of
trade. Caravans regularly crossed the deserts
loaded with aromatic substances used for in-
cense, such as frankincense and balsam.

Revealing that incense was a popular com-
modity of international trade as far back as
the days of Joseph, son of the Hebrew pa-
triarch Jacob, more than 1,700 years before the
Common Era, the Bible book of Genesis tells
about & camel caravan of Ishmaelites carrying
a load of aromatic substances to Egypt. These
were the people to whom Joseph’s half brothers
sold him as a slave. “When they raised their
eyes and took a look, why, here was a caravan
of Ishmaelites that was coming from Gilead,
and their camels were carrying labdanum and
balsam and resinous bark, on their way to
take 1t down to Egypt.” (Gen. 37:25) Through-
out the centuries incense has been an impor-
tant item of trade, '

What is incense? It is the ‘simplest of all
perfumes, By burning certain resins and gum
resins as well as barks, woods, dried flowers,
frujts and seeds, aromatic odors result that
we call incense. The term is also applied fo
the substances that give off the perfumed
adors, These substances might be burned ei-
ther by themselves or mixed together, depend-
ing upon the aroma that is desired.

A resin from certain trees in Somalia, Arabia,
Abyssinia and India, known as olibanum, was
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very popular amohg the ancients as an in-
cense ad well a8 a2 medicine. A more popular
name for it is frankincense, It is mentioned
many times in-the Bible and was regarded as
ya very valuable commodity in ancient times.
Among the gifts that the astrologers brought
to Jesus when he was still a young child at
Bethlehem was frankincense—Matt. 2:11.

Frankincense appears to have been the chlef
of the aromatic gum resins. The tree from
which the resin is obtained is related to those
fhat yi1eld halsam and myrrh, which also are
aromatic substances. After a deep incision is
made in the tree, the gum exudes as drops,
which vary in color. Some of them are clear,
others are yellow and still others have a green
tinge. About three months after the incision
is made, the gum has the right consistency -
to be gathered. This is done by scraping the
globules of gum from the tree into baskets,
The popularity of frankincense as an incense
has not passed away, for it is still a prominent
incense resin.

Oriental lands, of course, have gone in for
the use of incense more than others, In Japan
the burning of incense has long been fashion-
able, In the fifteenth century C.E., in aristo-
cratic circles, a gamne began to be played that
centered around incense, The game was de-
signed to test the delicacy of men's sense of
smell by requiring them to distinguish be.
tweenh the aromas of various kinds of Incense.
The players in the game had to identify in.
cense by the aroma only, writing down the
jdentification. In addition, to each incense a
literary name such as a phrase from a poem
had to be given. By accuracy in identifying
aromas and by the erudition displayed in
choosing names, the contest was decided.

It was also from the fifteenth century that
the secular use of incense in Japan began:;
this use of incense served to impart an agree
able odor to clothing and toilet accessories or
to scent the air of a room. A few persons in
Western lands -use incense in a similar way.
They find nho shortage of aromas, for many
seents are obtainable at Oriental shops. Even
those Westerners who might think of Incense
as belng too exotic may still be using fra-
grances in a similar way. For many are the
stores that sell bottles or spray-type cans of
a variety of fragrances for imparting agree-
able scents to the air. Even apart from such
“sprayed ihcense,’ that sweet odor of Oriental
antiguity, the smoke of burning incense, still
waits its way through many a home.

AWARE!



Ausiralia, whose pick by
of the Middle East tputh. chance hit a nugget of pure

tully said: “Indeed, for silver gold that tipped the scales at

there exists a place to find it and 2280 ounces! However, if all
a place for gold that they re- or mining wete as easy as that,
fine: iron itself is taken men would not sgend

from. the very dust vast amounts of
and from store money on eXpen-

N ANCIENT wise m&an

copper is being 9 sive equipmernt
poure out.” A EARTH'S Wkt

little later he

n{ man-hours

sl MINERAL RESOURCES Errc:

riches are
made availaple
for man’s 1ise:
“He has sunk a
shaft far f1rom where
people reside . . . places
forgotten far from the foot;

some of mortal men have swung down,
they have dangled.” (Job 28:1, 2, 4, The
Holy BRible) In sinking shafts ahd holes
into the earth’s crust man has penetrated
it for a distance of only about three miles.
But by such activity, over a period of near-
ly 6,000 years, he has brought to light
vast quantities of gold, silver, iron, Copper
and precious stones, to say nothing of the
anormotis volume of ofl and gas that has
been produced. The search has been a re-
warding one at times, not so rewarding at
others, but nevertheless fascinating.

Farth has seldom given up her trea-
sures easilv. It has called for kard wark,

with every bit of skill and ingeruity man
could muster. This is because most of the
mineral resources are locked in the rock
formations. Water and weathering of the

rocks have released such minerals as gold
and tin so that sometimes searchers by ac-
cident “strike it rich,” like the tired pros-
pector sitting down to rest near Ballarat,
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valuable min.
erals,
I.ong centu-
ries ago and even
down to Zairly recent
times minerals in hard
rock were extracted by a
very slow and tedious method called *flre
setting.” Miners would set a hot fire
against the rock face to be mined. When
the rock was hot, the fire would be
quickly cleared away and cold water
was thrown on the heated face. This
caused cracks to appear, and they were
worked by the miner as he drove in iron
wedges with a hammer or used a pinch
bar to pry out broken pieces of ore, Com=-
pare the six-inch advance made by fire
setting to madern methods of drilling and
blasting out as much as eight to ten leet
in a shift! However, even though the work
of the underground miner has been made
easier by up-to-date tools and eguipment,
other problems have to be faced that cail
for much engineering skill and know-how.
An example of this was demonstrated re-
cently in Saskafchewan.

Potash Mining
The rich potash deposits underlylng the
prairies c¢f this Canadian province were
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much too plentiful to be 1gnored 1 view
of the crying need for mineral fertllizer
around the world. It is estimated now that
these deposits alone are guﬂicient to sup-
ply world requirements for the next 8,000
_years!

The International Minerals and Chemi-
cal Corporation mine at Esterhazy was
the first to go into production after months

of heartbreaking struggle to sink a shaft

to the level of the potash beds. The first
year saw the shaft concrete-lined to a
depth of 1,200 feet, having been pushed
through 289 feet of stiff boulder clay and
911 feet of water-bearing shale and lime-
stone. Now the real fun began! The Blair-
more formation was reached—a 200-foot
mass of fluid quicksand under pressures up
to 475 pounds per square inch, A}l previous
attempts to sink through it had failed!
Could it be done? '

Two possible methods of attacking the
problem were open to the engineers. The
first was to grout. In other words, holes
were drilled in the shaft bottom till water
was hit, then a mixture of water and ce-
ment was pumped down under heavy pres-
sure, This forced the grout into the porous
surrounding rock and, when it-hardened,
was supposed to seal off the water. But
the Blairmore did not respond to the treat-
ment and struck back with such fury that
at one time the shaft was flooded to within
120 feet of the surface. What next?

Now a European technique was applied.
Freeze, dig and tub the-shaft! A special
refrigerant, lithium chloride brine at 60°
Fahrenheit below zero, was used for a
whole year, Finally the treacherous quick-
sands were stilled into a three-million-
cubic-foot ice cube! Now the miners went
to work with ordinary pavement breakers
and chipped out the frozen ground slowly
. and carefully in air chilled fo 34° below
zero. Even the most minute quantity of
explosives was taboo. Every five feet, elev-
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en rour-ton segments or cast-iron casing,
called “tubbing,” were lowered into the
shaft and bolted into place, with thick
lead gaskets between the segments. This
formed a watertight barrier of almost 7
million pounds of .iron, held together by
17,000 giant steel bolts. It extended 150
feet above and below the Blairmore for-
maticn and was finally sealed by miners’
pounding, in 45,000 wooden wedges around
the tubbing in a mass so dense that not
even a steel spike could be driven into it.
It had taken from June 1958 to April 1961
to conquer the Blairmore, but it was worth
it. Thirteen menths later the first potash
ore was reached at the 3,132-foot level and
then within sixty days the world’s largest
potash mine went into production.

Recently,- another potash mine began
producing at Belle Plaine Saskatchewan,
using a new method of recovery. Water
is forced down to the potash through mul-
tiple drill holes and the solutior: is then
pumped to the surface, where th» potash
is put through an evaporation and crystal-
lization process. This mine should be
producing over one million tons a year in
the near future.

Salt Mining _

Many salt mines operate in a way simi-
lar to that used at Belle Plaine, However,
others operate by regular mining methods,
as do two of the world’s greatest salt
mines located under the cities of Windsor,
Ontario, and Detroit, Michigan. Hundreds
of miles of tunneling, some with four-lane
roadways, make it possible for giant drill-
ing machines to be used. After blasting out
the galt, bulldozers and scoops move the
broken rock salt to the crushers, and from
there giant conveyor belts transport it to
the shaft for hoisting to the surface re-

fineries, at the rate of 500 tons per hour.

Eighty-three percent of Canada's salt is
produced from the mines of this area.

AWAKE!



In the 1930’'s the world's largest and
most famous salt mine  was located at
Wieliczka, Poland. At a depth of 982 feet
they had a subterranean town. There were
77 miles or more of passages on seven lev-

els in the mine. Glistening white roads of
oure salt led one to monuments, churches

and even g beautiful crystal baliroom—all
of it carved from the solid rock sali!

Opencut Mining

This type of operation, used by some of
the world’s largest mines, is most interest-
ing because you can observe ail that goes
on at one time. It is simply a huge open
pit, its sides sculptured into great siep-
ke “‘benches” with only the sky for g’
roof. For an example, let's travel to Steep
Rock l.ake in northwestern Ontario. What
you are now looking at used to be a lake
with a depth of 70 to 300 feet of water.
For years prospectors were picking up
nieces of iron ore along its banks. Diamong.
drill tests finally confirmed that under its
waters existed an ore body that tested 61
percent pure iror, This was D percent
higher in iron content than the rich Mesa-
bi Range in Minnesota with its vast open-
cut operations. By 1947 proved ore re-
serves &t Steep Rock amounted to 72.0
million tons! But how ta get it out?

The opencut method was decided upon.
This would mean all the rock would be

removed, ore as well as waste. First,
though, the streams that fed the lake had

to be dammed and diverted. Following this,

168 billion gallons of water were pumped
out, Now rock and lake-bottom muck were

removed to a depth of 83 to 180 feet. This
made it possible to do the work of drilling

and blasting out the ore. Afterward the
huge diesel-powered shovels load it onto
the big ore trucks you see traveling up the
spiral roads along the benches to the con-
centrator on top. From there the ore is
Joaded into 1,500 ore cars which daily
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move the 10,000-ton production to the ore
docks at Port Arthur,

At Thetford Mines, Quebee, 70 percent

of the world’s supply of mineral silk (as-
bestos) is mined in a similar way. Some
pits are 3,000 feet long, 1,500 feet across
and from 3C0 to 900 feet deep. Here, the
steplike benches from which the ore ig
blasted vary from 50 to 75 {eet In helght.
But, due to the nature of the ore bodies,
some of the mines use underground opera-
tions as well, Shafts are sunk off to one
side of the opencut to a depth below the

bottom of the pit. From there tunnels are
driven underneath the pit bottom and, near

the center, vertical shafts are raised to
make an opening in the pit floor. By this
means broken ore from the bencheg is
dropped into waiting ore cars in the tun-
nels. These travel to the shafts and are
hoisted to the surface, where the ore 18
treated in the concentrators.

On the Mesabl Range in Minnesuta one
of the most spectacular opencut mines is

located at Hikbing. The ore body 1s more
than three miles long, nearly half a mile
wide and has a depth of 4350 feet., From
1895 to 1945 more than 6533 milfion tons
of rock were removed to recover 383 mil-
lion torns of ore. Ore is hatled from the
main pit by rail, and in 1944, during pesk
operations, forty locomotives ware In use.
Twenty-six power shovels, each capable of
biting out from 1.5 to 8 cubic yards of ma-
terial at a time, were busy f.lling the wait-
ing ore trains.

Shaft, Tunnel and Stope Mining

Most of the hard-rock mines of the
world operate according to this procedure.
First, a shaft is sunk, usually to one side
of the vein to be mined. Crosscuts at 125-

foot intervals of depth are made to the

vein {tself. Now tunnels or "“drifts” are
driven in each direction along the vein.

Vein material is removed by means of
p'as



stoping, which means the ore is drilled and
blasted out between levels, working from
a lower level to the next one above. Ore
passes are made to openings in the ceiling
of the drift below so broken ore from the
stopes can be dropped into ore cars, which
are trammed to the shaft for hmstmg to
the concentrator.

Following this patfern of mining, ore
can be taken from great depths, as in the
gold mines of “The Rand,” near Johannes-
burg, South Africa. The production of their
almost 7,000 miles of tunnels is equal to
that of all other gold-producing areas of
the world, Some of these mines are down
past the 9,500-fcot level and have to be
air-cooled to keep down the excessive tem-
peratures, which reach 100° to 105° F. at
this depth. The Kolar goldfield of India

produces gold from a vein 40 feet thick at

depths in excess of 9,200 feet and with
temperatures often r‘teachmg 140° F, Of
course, the necessary air cooling adds to
the problems of this type of mining,

Room and Pillar Mining

This is an age-old manner of mining par-
tieularly employed in coalfields. Coal to a
great extent lies in flat seams, ranging in
thickness from a few inches to many feet.
Opencut mining is sometimes used where
beds do not lie at great depth, by using
giant dragline buckets or power shovels
that simply dig and lift the coal out in one
operation. The daddy of all such machines
is the giant 5,600-ton bucket-wheel exca-
vator at the Fortuna open-pit mine near
Kéln, West Germany. The wheel itself is
52 feet in diameter and has twelve, four-
and-three-quarter-cubic-yard buckets ar-
ranged around its perimeter. The wheel
revolves two and a haif times per mmute
and during that time scoops out and loads
127 cubic yards of coal. At this rate it is
able to mine and load almost a quarter of a
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million tons of coal every nineteen and
a half hours,

But back to the “room and pillar” meth-
od of mining, About 10 percent of all
British coal production is done by this
method. Usually two shafts are sunk to the
coal level. By means of coal-cutting ma-
chines broad roadways called “bords” are
opened into the coal seam in opposite di-
rections, From these, narrow passages are
driven at right angles at about 25-foot in.
tervals. They finally connect with other
bords driven parallel to the first and on
each side of it. Thus, huge square or rec-
tangular pillars of coal are left standing
to buttress the roof,

At Bell Island, off the coast of New-
foundland, this type of mining is carried
on to recover an immense deposit of iron
ore in sedimentary beds, At present, 40 to
50 percent of the ore is left in pillars, and
mining has progressed two to three miles
beyond the shoreline at a depth of 1,600
feet below sea level, ,_

The world’s thickest seam of bituminous
c0al—417 feet—is being mined at Fushun,
near Mukden in China, For over six cen-
turies it has been producing from its open-
pits and rooms and pillars. Incidentally
the coal reserves of China are enormous—
at Fushun nearly one billion tons, while
in Shansi province the knawn reserves are
estimated at forty billion tons.

Drilling for Oil

Oil is perhaps the mineral that is
brought up from the greatest depths in the
earth’s crust, Some oil wells exceed 18,000
feet, but in the search for “black gold”
some drills have penetrated to even great-
er depths. As with gold, so with petroleum,
it is largely ‘‘where you find it.” Often
geologists and scientists have stated that
certain parts of the earth would never pro-
duce oil, but they have been proved wrong
time and again. A geologist of a large oil
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company once said he would be willing to

drink all the oil found underneath the Long
Beach area of California. His drink would

have been slightly more than that for
. which he had bargained. In its first thirty

years of production over 700 million bar-
- rels of oil had flowed from its wells, and
- it is still producing. |

The first oil wells of history were drilled
~ by means of the eable tool. This is a large
.. chisel-ended bif suspended from a cable,
- which, In turn, is attached to a large

‘walking beam” in the heavy wooden der-
rick above, The up-and-down motion of the
“walking beam’ causes the bit to pound
its way into the rock formations far below,
Today most oil rigs are operated by diesel
- power that drives a turntable at the well-

head on the floor of the steel derrick, This
causes the rotary bit attached to many
lengths of steel drill pipe to chew its way
into the rock until the oil-bearing shales

are reached. As the well deepens, steel Cas-
ing ig lowered into the hoie so that when
the o1l zone is penetrated it will either flow

up or be pumped up this steel tube. Some
wells have become “gushers.” These usu-

ally come 'In with a roar of gas that can
be heard for miles. They shower the sur-
rounding countryside with oil. A man who
brought in such a “gusher” in California
likened its 80,000-barrel-a-day flow to the
.earth suffering a cut artery.

When we consider all the various ways.
that have been devised for extracting

earth’s treasures from the ground beneath
our feet, man has indeed accomplished
much. But, through all his daring and in-

genuity, we can say that he has just
weratched the surface. How small his larg-

est opencuts or his deepest mines must
look in the eyes of the One who created
all these mineral resources for man's bene-
fit and blessing!

The Matvel of Jee

- Ice 15 one of the strangest of all seolids; In

fact, it does not behave like a colld. A glacier
flows like a river. If lce 15 strange, it is because

water is extraordinary~Iit disobeys the laws
that apparently should govern its behavior.

Other substances, with the exception of bis-
muth, contract vpon freezing, but water ex-

pands and the resultant ice floats, the ice being
lighter by about a tenth than the water Irom
which it was formed. It is fortunate for man

that water and ice behave in this wunusual

flshium

_, Suppose that water contracted upon freezing
nnrl became denser and heavier, as one would

naturally expect, What would happen? The
jee would plunge to the bottom and stay there.
- With the artival of spring, the tce would not

melt, because the sun's heat wotldd not reach

it at the hottom, This bottom ice would build
up from season to season as meore ice sank.

Ultimately the oceans, lakes and rivers and
other bodies of water in the temperate regions
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wotlld becorne solid ice. The summer sun could
melt only a little of the surface ice. Gone

would be the wonderful warming ocean cur-
rents that take heat from hot parts of the

earth to cooler parts! Gone would be innumer-
ahle filsh and amazing sea creatures! The
ecarth's temperate regions would be a desert of

ice; the tropics would become unbearably hot.
Earth's climate would not be favorable for
human life, -

Who changed the customary law of physics

that cold contracts and heat expands, so that
it is different with water? Jehovah God, the

Creator, made this vital change, “Out of whose

belly does the ice actually come forth?” asks
ice's Originator to Job. “The very waters keep

themselves hidden as by stonhe, and the surface
of the watery deep makes itself compact.”
Fortunately it is only the “surface” of the

watery deep that becomes like stone!--Job
38:24, 30.
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Dedication Day in Amsterdam

By “Awake!" corrsspendent in the Netherlands

UESDAY, March 16, was & day long looked

forward to by the branch office staff of

the Watch Tower Society, the Bethel fam-
ily, In Amsterdam, a day that crowned a
period of about one and a half years of joyous
building actlvities, Yes, it was dedication day!
Of what? Of the new Bethel home and branch
office of the Watch Tower Soclety In the
Netherlands. On that day 733 happy People
packed the spacious Kingdom Hall and five
overflow localities that were connected with
the main audlence by closed-circuit television
to follow the dedication program,

The theme of the evening was the going
up of the nations to the mountain of the
house of Jehovah, (Isa. 2:2, 3} The first part
of the program was spent discussing activ-
ities from the start of Kingdom preaching
in this country till very recent times. How
thrilled the audience was to hear speakers
who were among the first “pioneers” or full-
time preachers, and who had been in the au-
dience of the first national assembly here
with sixty people present at the climax!
After World War II the work grew Ifrom
about 3,000 publishers of God's kingdom to
14,171 in April of last year.

After an Intermission with refreshments
the next speakers showed the building’s con-
nection with the future. In fact, the King-
dom publishers in the fleld ministry had built
the house, in that it was because of their
work that the need had arisen for {t. Jehovah
had prospered the gathering of people of the
nations to his worship to such a degyee that
something had to be done to care for them!
That is why Jehovah's organization had made
provision for a new Bethel home. About two
hundred and fitty volunteer workers gave
thelr free time and efforts to help finish the
home,

The evening was concluded with the dedl-
cation talk by the branch servant, stressing
that the members of the Bethel family would
do what they could to help ‘more people of
the nations to come to the mountain of the
house of Jehovah by their faithful work in
the different departments in the home. To
arcorepiish this the Bedhel home wog dvliceted,
to Jehovah God. Thug an upbuilding program
ended, sounding the note of future expan-
sion, In the closing prayer Jehovah as the
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Giver of all good things was thanked and
iauded, AN felt spirftually refreshed.

But how about a tour through the home?
Already more than 5000 of the Dutch Wit
nesses have taken the tour, so come and join
us, Please, Through this glass front door you
enter into the lobby. The floor Is made of
sguare tlles of pleces af white warhla ip, %,
bed of cement. Sturdy round plllars suppert
the ceiling. From here we enter into the
kitchen, dining room and laundry area, where
loving hands take pood care of the physlecal
needs of the family. From another side of
the lobby you come into a room where print-
ing 1s planned for the future, Here also mag-
azines and other literature are being shipped
all over the country.

In the center of the building a beautiful
gtaircase, made of conerete covered with black
limestone, brings you to the second floor. The
rest of the stalrway to the other two stories

B is made of heamtiful Fremch wara, Tie

Kingdom Hall is Jocated on the second story
with a seating capacity of 220 people. The
wooden paneling is really attractive. Fluo-
rescent lighting makes for pood reading. On
this floor you will also find the spacious ser-
vice department and flve bedrooms.

Shall we go to the third floor now? Here
ts what the Bethel family calls the cozy cor-
ner, and they really love it. ‘This Iz because
the Ubrary is sitvated here. The floor Is
covered with a thick green carpet, and some
belge upholstered chairs invite yott to come,
git and read. Do you feel at home? Adjoining

g this 1a the trenglation depextosenth. ZRAAIUNE

only a glass wall forms the partition, it seems
Iike they are sitting right in the library. On
this and on the fourth story the other bed.
rooms &re located, making a total of twenty.
Sevel.

From the top floor you have a splendid
view of the Schiphol Alrport and, looking
down, you see alongside the length of the
building what will be in a few years an ex-
press highway. People traveling there will
see this center for preaching the good news
of God's kingdom in this land.

We as a family are very happy in our
TR WeRTvErs wnd We SInceTely nope anld pray
that Jehovah will ¢ontinue to add more peo-
ple S0 that nations will keep on going up

_ to the mountain of His house.

AWAERKE!



The Bible and
Ancient Writing
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RE was a time when ci'itit:s of the

Bible insisted that Moses could not
have written the first five books of the

Bible. They held the view that writing had
not vet been invented when Moses lived.
However, today well-informed persons

i

know that writing was done about 3000

B.C.E., which, according to the 'Bible,

would be 2,000 years before Mosges’ time:

or in the very lifetime of Adam!

Among the ancient forms of writing was
the cuneiform system, which is said to go
back to the middle of the fourth millen-
nium before our Common Era. It is called
cuneiform because of its belng “wedge-

shaped.” Men wrote it with a wedge-shaped
pen; or stylus, which they pressed on small

tablets of soft clay, that they later baked.
Cuneiform writing lasted until the begin-
ning of our Common Era dnd was adopted

developed hieratie, “sacred” writing, which
resembled hieroglyphic much as modern
handwriting resembles print. Later “de-
motic”’ or “people’s” writing for ordinary
purposes came into use,

Modern authorities on writing, many of

whom, it should be remembered, are in-
fluenced by the evclution theory, say that

man first employed picture writing, using
crude fllustrations to tell a story. This,
they say, was followed by a superior form

of pictographic writing, known as ideg-

graphlc writing. In this form of writing
illustrations are used to represent ideas
other than the picture itself, Thus in picto-
graphic writing a round cirele may stand
for the sun. But in 1deographic writing it
may stand also for heat, or light, or the
day, or the god of the sun.

After pictographic and ideographic writ-
ing are said to have come transitional
forms in which the foregoing classes of
wriling were combined - with symbols
standing for sounds. Then came syllabic

writing, of which the later cuneiform was
a good example, And finally, according to

their theories, the alphabetic writing was
developed,

It does not necessarily follow, however,

that writing developed from cruder forms
toc more complex and expressive forms.

by many different peoples of various races. The Bible gives strong evidence that the
It Is quite likely that Moses was famillar first man Adam wrote, for at Genesis 5:1

with it, as it was used in Egypt In his day; - it refers to ‘“‘the book of Adam's history.”
even as Abraham must have been familiar .And since the once-perfect Adam apparent-

with It, since it was used by Mesopota- Iy was the writer of this “book,” it is rea-

mians in his day. sonable that its writings were well ex-

: . . d and clearly understood; not at all

Vyving with cuneiform writing in antiq- Presse cally U hal

uity is hieroglyphic writing, Pecullar to crude and unintelligible. It is even pos-

_ sible that Adam used a form of alphabetic

Egypt, It was originally used Dy the priests writing. However, it is probable that the
and for formal inscriptions, as upon monu- ( ’

e various classes of ancient writing were
ments. In time it appeared on all manner jarpely contemporaneous, even as today

of surfaces and In particular on papyrus Chinese writing exists alongside alphabetic
scrolls. Because of the cumbersomeness of writing. One did not necessarily evolve

the hieroglyphic system KEgyptian priests from the other.
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In this connection, it is interesting that
an _authority on ancient writing, David
Diringer, wrote in his book The Alphabet
—A Key to the History of Mankind: “Non-
alphabetic systems of writing are not al-
ways earlier in time than the forms of
alphabetic scripts., It would appear that
various kinds of writing sometimes devel-
op contemporanecusly in different or even
in the same parts of the world. Sote of
the crudest forms of writing are in use to
this day and indeed have come into use
long after alphabets were firmly estab-
lished and widely used.” Thug, some hold
that ‘it would be misleading and inaccu-
rate to represent these various stages as
epochs of progress in writing.

It is interesting that many authorities
credit the alphabet to the Semites of Pal-
estine, who were descendants of Noah
through ¢his son Shem. Regarding these
Semites professor of languages Charlton
Laird says: “Our alphabet is Semitie;
where the Semnites got their notion of a
letter and the letters themselves we do not
know.” Apparently this God-fearing fami-
1y did not have their language confused at
the tower of Babel as did the other peoples.
(Gen. 11:6-9) They would, therefore, have
continued to use the language of Adam
and, perhaps, a form of writing similar to
his.

Also of interest is the observation of
the late Stephen H. Langdon, American
Assyriologist and for nine years director
of the Oxford and Field Museum Expedi-
fion in Mesopotamia and therefore well
qualified to speak on the subject. Accord-
ing to him, alphabetic writing in which
long vowels were accurately pointed goes
back to the time of Moses, and he argues
that “the pre-Mosaic literature also ex-
isted in alphabetic script.”

That writing was common in the time
of Moses the Bible itself shows, Thus at
Exodus 17:14 we have Jehovah's command
to Moses to write: “Write this ag a memo-
rial in the book and propound it in Josh-
va's ears.” Biblical chronology dates this
writing at 1513 B.C.E,

Slightly earlier must be dated the refer-
ences to writing found in the Bible boo
of Job and which show that writing was
taken for granted at that time: “O that
now my words were written down! O that
in a book they were even inscribed! With
an iron stylus and with lead, forever in the
rock O that they were hewn!” “O that I
had someone listening to me, that accord-
ing to my signature the Almighty himself
would answer me! Or that the individual in
the case at law withme had written a doc-
ument itself! Surely upon my shoulder I
would carry it; I would bind it around me
like a grand crown.”—Job 19:23, 24; 31:
35, 36,

That writing was a common art in an-
cient times is also evidenced from an early
Israelite document that has come down to
us. It is the Gezer calendar of the time of
King Solomon. “It is a small limestone
tablet inscribed with the irregular hand of
a schoolboy and contains a list of the suc-
cessive phases of the agricultural year
from season to season. The discovery of
this schoolboy’s exercise witnesses the ex-
tent of literacy in the reign of Solomon.”
—Sondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary,
p. 904.

There can be no question about it, writ-
ing i1s an ancient art. The increale of
knowledge concerning early peoples has
confounded Bible critics who at one time
questioned their ability to write.

o™
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In one ease a mother was
zald to have killed her infant

son to reduce the demand on

Thant Sounds Warning
& Has the United INations a
future? In May United Na-

tlons Secretary-General U
Thant appeared deeply wor-

red about the future of the
organization. He voiced con-
cern, because the great pow-
ers in the earth were behaving
as thouph the United Natlons
no longer existed. Thant sald

the UN 18 in danger of be-
coming nothing but a debating

soclety and he hoped that the

member nations would take it

more seriously. He stated that
the events of the first fAve

months of 1965 have “tended
to undermine the position of

the T.N, as the primary agen-
¢y for maintalning internas-
tiotal peace.” If the drift to
jgnore the UN in the settle-
ment of disputes should con-
tinue, he said, the UN “will
provide merely a debating fo-
rum, and nothirig else.” Eible
prophecies too hold no bright
future for 1it.

Adult Example Needed

& Editorially, the newspaper
Daily Item, Wakefield, Mas-
sachusetts, on April 26, stated

that adults worry a lot about

the morals of teen-agers, al.
though, perhaps, it would be
well for them to turn their
concern to themselves., The Te-
port says that a recent sta-

tiatic revealed that the rate
of increase. in illegitimate

births by women over 40 is
JULY 8, 1865

higher than that of teen-ape
girls. “While illegitimacy was
Increasing 108 percent in teen-
agers, it was rising 200 per-
cent in women over
iz pretty grim information.

Until the morality of the o©ld.-
er people lmproves there 1S

Httle likelihood that that of
the youngsters will take a

turn for the hetter.ﬁ
A Fish Story

@ Dr. Richard A. Boolootian

of the University of Califor-
nia was left “flabbergasted”

when he opened up a com-

mon type starfish and dis-
erovered another fish inside,
alive, swimming around and
perfectly comifortable. This

was - incredible. So. he opened

other starfishes and they all
had a living fish in them. Each

starfish had a little pearl fish
ahout five inches long, in the

abdominal cavity, only one
fish to an abdominal cavity.

The sclentist was at the Eine-
wetok atoll in the Pacific when
he made his discovery. Sea
life in these parts is phenom-
enal, he said. Are not all God's
works?

Solcide Wave

& A hard rural life, plus de-
spair over poor crop forecasts
and cold weather, has led to
a wave of suicides in northern
Japan. Some twenty-five Jap-

anese have died in this way.

0." This

the family's meager food sup-
ply. The tragedies are said

to reflect also the hardships

of Japan's abrupt change from
a predominantly rural pattern

of life to an urban one.

No More Passports

@® The flve member states of
the Arab Common Market,
namely, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait,
myria and the United Arab

Republic, made a preliminary
step to the elimination of the

need for passports and ether
restrictions pn travel among
themselves within a maximum

period of filve wvears. Accord-
ing to Arab News and Views
for March 15, these nations
resolved to abolish entry visas
among themselves and to

grant a onemonth resldence
permit renewable to any na-

tlonal of the flve states. They
will also be given priority for
employment. However, the

agreemment provides that the
states have the right to reluse

entry to any person on polit-
ical, security or health grounds.

Bird Talk \

@ Dr. T. Farkas, proiessional
officer of the Transvaal Pro-
vincial Divigsion of Nature
Conservation, reared a “kal-
koentjie” -(Cape Longclaw).
He =aid that an extraordinary
friendship developed between

him and the bird. When hulld-

ing a nest, the bird would fly

toward him with the material

and then head for the nest,
suggesting that he should help

in the huilding, One mormdng
the bird flew S0 near that her
wings nearly touched his hair,
So he followed her. She led

him to where a group of work-
ers had broken open a termite

mound. “When I reached the
spot,” he savs, “my longclaw
wa$ already greedily devour-
ing the termites. It was per-

fectly clear to me that her

behaviour, coupled with her
call, was a direct invitation to

me to participate in this pal-
29



atable meal” He declined the

invitation.

Latin Foment
& The population of La Paz,
Bolivia, numbering some 400,
000, hraced Itself apgainst. un-
deftled labor conditions in the
natdon. Metal shutters clat-
tered down on store fronts,
Wuniesses dismissed employ-
evs, Most industries in the
apit&]l city remained para-
i Some 2,000 Bollvian
strikers were roasied by police,
who used tedr ghask and rifle
butts. A provi cease-fire
agretment was wrranged be.
tweeh the military junta and
striking tin miners and fac-
tory workers, On May 26 a
twoman presldency was set
up in the natién, The work.
ers’ In La Yeit ended their
strflce, It 18 hoped that things
wiil return to normal. ,
In Colombia a state of slege
wet declared by the govern-
ment on May 21, following
widegpread student disorders.
Public demonstrations were
banned, Riots broke out in at
least four cities in eleven days.
The students were demonstrat-
ing against the landing of
United States troops in Santo
Domingo,

Hisgitimacy High
& A report from Caracas,
Venezuela, published In the
Sunday News, May 23, says
that Venezuela is plagued with
gitimacy. Some 49 percent
ol'its children are illegitimate.
The press report turther says:
“Most of Venezuela's poverty-
stricken mothers are unwed.
They have an average of eight
children, sometimes fathered
by eight different men.” Par-
ents of Venezuela's famous
Prieto Cuervo guintuplets did
not get married until the guin.
tupliets’ birth drew interna-
Honal attention. The majority
of Venezelans profess the
Roman Catholic religion,

A Spanish Black Pope
& The powerful Roman Cath-
olic 36,000-member Jesuit or

30

der appointed a new superior
general on May 22,-the 57-
year-old Spanish priggt Pedro
Arrupe. He has led the Jesuits
in Japan since 1938. He is
called the *“black $ope” be
cause of his unadorned black
robes. .

Tnholy Business

& Not far from the summer
residence of Pope Paul VI, 15
miles south o Rome, stands
the Capuchin Monastery of
San Francesco, Once St. Fran-

cis of Assisi ‘lved there. Ro- -

man Catholic people consid-
ered this 1o be quite a holy
spot untll recently.. A dead
man by the name of Pierino
Scall and $64,000 worth of
contraband cigarettes on the
property led Vatlcan sources
to express the belief, on May
12, that sorne Capuchin monka
might be involved 11 a wvast
tobacco-smuggling ravket. On
May 19, a bearded monk, Fra
Antonio Corsj, 41, wag charged
with compliclty in manslaugh-
ter and hiding a body. Pre
viously he was accused of
smuggling $64.000 worth of
contraband cigarettes. The cig-

areties were smuggled into -

Italy from Singen, Germany,
and falsely directed to Rome,
Some 34 freight carloads of
cigarettes ™ave bheen smug-
gled in from Switzerland. The
clgarettes were trucked to the
maonastery to hide them until
they could be moved to the
market. The Vatican daily
L*Osgervatore Eomano felt the
Itallan newspapers were giv.
ing the affair too much atten.
tion. The pope also was re
poried “very irritated” by It
all. Tobacco 13 a government
monopoly in Italy and cig-
arette smugpling is a big busi.
ness. It appears that the monks
wanted some of the profits.

Ships Disappear

& It {s hard to believe that
something as large as a ship
can disappear in this day of
electronic communication. But
every year fifteen large cargo
vessels disappear et sea, it

was announced on May 12 by
Capt. John M. Waters, Jr., at-
tached to the U.S, Coast Guard
headquarters In Washington.
These flfteen mysterious losses
Involve the loss of some 800
crew members also. Two fac
tors seem to contribute to the
sudden disappearance of large
freighters, These factors are.
Inability to determine the ap-
proximate position of the lost
vesse} and the abrupimess with
which some vessels go under
for a variety of reasons.

Diplomatlic Relations

& No two nations could have
been farther apart in 1945, at
the close of World War I,
than Israel and Germany. In
the passing twenty years a
healing has taken place, The
two natlons have restored full
diplomatic relations between
them. The announcement was
contained in a joint onesen-
tence eommuniqué, dated May
12, This was only four days
after the 20th anniversary of
the German surrender in Worid
War II, during which the Na-
zis Killed about six million
European Jews.

A Spiritoally Stck World

& While names of some &5
percent of the American pop-
wlation appear on the rolls of
churches and synagogues, yet
the nation's clergymen admit
that the nation is living in a
moerally and spiritually “sick”
society, The clergy say that
the illness goes much deeper
than rising crime rates, sex-
ual immorality, juvenile de-
lingquency, racial inequality or
breakdown of famity life
These are merely “symptoms”
of the disease. The “real ill-
ness lies in the individual”
It lies in his failure to do
right, The Jersey Jowraal, foy

“April 21, which published the

remarks of various clergy-
men, quoted one Protestant
minister as saying that a fast-
growing number of socalled
“yolid citizens” are afficted
with “an absolute self-concern
and an utter disregard for
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their fellow man.” A United
Church clergyman, on May 3,
laced into morals in Canada.
He suggested that Canadians
are in danger of becoming a
nation of’ prostltutes He noted
that more than half the girls

who came to him to arrange

marriage were preghant feen-
agers, What force has religion
been in their lives? In Glas.
Bow,
preachers spoke of “a spirit
of weariness throughout the
Church of Scotland which was
evident in most of the congre-
gations,”

Terrorism in Thalland

® The peace-loving people of
Thailand were shocked by re-
ports of an outburst of as.
sassinations of rural officlals
and banditry within their bor-
ders. Security officials vofce
concern, hecause the rash of
assassinations resemhled those
in South Vietnam in 1958,
which preceded the wide Viet-

Scotland, April 29, .

N

A

gong rebellion. Thai peasants,

however, are more prosperous
than those In Vietnam. More
than 80 percent of them own
their own land. According to
official Thal figures, there was
an 80-percent increase in armed
robbery in the first quarter
of 1965 over the correspond-
Ing period in 1964. These are
serious times for all people.

Penguin Clocks

& Penguins were taken hun-
dreds of miles from where
they had been captured and
released. Somehgw the birds
set out directly to the sea and
from the sea found their way
back to thelr own nest site.
How do these birds manage
to keep from getting lost? The
sun appeared to be the means
by which the birds directed
themselves, because without
sunlight they wandered alm.
lessly. But as soon as the sun
would show itself, the birds
took off in the right direction,
A builtdin time sense and a

biological clock would adjust
to all the sun's moves. Scien-
tists are anxious to find out

- just how these biological clocks

work, to aid men who live in

the frogzen wastes of Antarc

tica. But the birds are not
talking. :

Automobile Highlights

@ There were 7,745492 pas-
senger cars produced in the
United States during 1964, fall-
Ing just short -of the record
1955 figure of 7,942,132, Fac-
tory sales set a record: 9.
292,275, Total motor wvehicle
registrations reached a new
high of 86,193,000 during the
past year., Families owning
more than one car rose. Mul-
tlear homes totaled 10,100,000,
or 22.9 percent of all carown-
ing households, Nearly $13,
000,000,000 in motor wvehicle
taxes was collected from mo-
torists during 1964, Americans
drove a total of 838,000,000,000
miles and used 67,000,000,000
gallons of motor fuel.
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Whene sbisecld
YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY
look for Spinitual Guidance?

To the “church of their choice”? What
should their “choice” be? That of their
parents?

In spite of all the adverse publicity given
to the modern teen-ager, many are sin-
cerely Interested in developing a spiritual
life. But some of them are not willing to
accept religion at face value. They are
keenly interested in the record of violence
that Christendom has made for herself.
They find it difficult to overlock the ma-
terialistic philosophy that has become so
accepted among religious leaders., Some
keep on searching; others become disillu-
sioned and fall under the influence of evo-
lution or godiess communism, Now you
can learn why the religions of this world
have failed to bring peace and moral in-
tegrity to the nations. Now you can iden-
tify the vast system of false worship that
has grown up over the centuries and left
its mark upon the peoples of every nation.
Now you can learn how Jehovah God will
restore true worship to honest-hearted per-
sons of all walks of life. Now you can
learn how to share in the program of spir-
itual education that is opening the way of
life to thousands of persons every year.
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God’s Kingdom Rules!
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Do You Have Time for God?

Surgery Without Blood Transfusions

R Visit with the Pygmies

Vietnam—a Dangerous Powder Keg
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