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‘Yt is already the hour for you to awake.”

~Romans 13:11
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0O YOU want to

be happy? Do
you want to be con-
tent? Do you want to have peace of
mind? Then guard yourself against
the common mistake of letting evil harden
you.

There is no question about it, evil
abounds in this world of ours. There are
evils of catastrophes, such as earth-
guakes and floods; there are the evils of
accidents, which often leave persons dis-
abled and disfigured for life; and there are
the many incapacitating and life-shorten-
ing diseases, such as arthritis, cancer and
diabetes. Perhaps most prominently today
loom up the evils of social injustices in
homes, in communities and in whole na-
tions because of personalities, because of
religion, nationality, color or race.

Many are the victims of social evils who
let themselves become hardened by them.
As a result, they take extreme action that
is both unwise and unjust. Thus, writing
in the New York Times Magazine, August
16, 1964, Hubert Wilkins, the executive
secrefary of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People in the
United States, discussed the folly of the
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current trend of Negroes' resorting to
violence in an effort to gain their ends
more rapidly. Among other reasons why
such violence is unwise, he cites the
blunt inescapable fact that the Negro in
the United States represents but 1¢ per-
cent of the population and that to gain
his ends he really needs to win friends
and influence people rather than to an-
tagonize them by violent methods, He
therefore urges Negroes to support a
moratorium on actions that may bring vio-
lence: “Whether viclence grows out of an
honestly spontaneous eruption of emotions
or whether it is drummed into life by in-
cantation or other incitement it does little
good, either as a catharsis {thai is, as a
purification of emotions by arousing pity]
or as a corrective of social ills. It brings on
lgoting and grand thievery.”

Yes, letting evil harden one so that one
returns evil for evil is foolish. It merely
compounds the misery and makes the rem-
edy more difficult to achieve. Wisely God’s
Word counsels against it by precept and
example: “Do not show yourself heated up
because of the evildoers, . . . Let anger
alone and leave rage; do not show your-
self heated up only to do evil” Two in-
justices do not make matters right.—Ps.
37:1, 8.

Among the examples found in the Bible
highlighting how NOT to respond to evil
is that of King Saul of Israel. King Saul
was faced with what he viewed as an evil
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when he heard the women of Israel sing-

ing: “Saul has struck down his thousands,
and David his tens of thousands.” He saw
in this comparison a threat to his security
as king of Israel. {1 Sam. 18:7-9) As a
result, he became so hard, so envious, so
hateful that he made the killing of David
the consuming passion of his life. But all
in vain. On two occasions he had to drink
the bitter cup of humiliation as he learned
that the one whom he was hunting down
as a wild beast had magnanimously spared
his life, And in the end David did become
king of Israel, while Saul came to his end,
a hateful, bitter, frustrated suicide.

On the other hand, there was David. It
would have been easy for him to have let
himself become hard, hateful, bitter and
vengeful because of Saul’s so unjustly try-
ing to kill him. On one ocecasion Saul
threw a spear at David, trying to pin him
against the wall with it. Because of Saul's
pursuit of him, David had to take refuge
in mountain fastnesses. But did David let
this evil treatment harden him? No, he
remainad loval to God and God’s princi-
ples, to his people and even to Saul the
king. As a result, he was protected by Je-
hovah God, prospered and in God’s due
time became king of Israel. More than that,
David was privileged to write almost half
the psalms recorded in the Bible, succeeded
in extending the boundaries of his land to
their divinely appointed limits, and had his
dynasty established as the one through
which eventually Jesus Christ, the prom-
ised Messiah, would come. What a rich re-
ward he received becausec he did not let
evil harden him, make him bitter, hateful
and vengeful, but waited on Jehovah! -

This is God’s message to all who today
are suffering gross social injustices. Do
not engage in uprisings, in rebellions, in

riotous violence, but wait on Jehovah God
to set things straight. * ‘Therefore keep
yourselves in expectation of me,” is the
utterance of Jehovah, ‘till the day of my
rising up to the booty, for my judicial de-
cision is to gather nations, for me to col-
lect together kingdoms, in order to pour
out upon them my denunciation, all my
hurning anger; for by the fire of my zeal
all the earth will be devoured.’ ”” And while
keeping yourself in expectation of Jehovah,
heed the threefold command to ‘seek Jeho-
vah, seek righteousness, seek meekness.’
Obeying that command will keep you from
hardening yourself.—Zeph. 3:8; 2:3.

The same principle applies to our every-
day relations. How much happier many
homes would be, how much happier many
places of employment would be, if those
suffering from the selfishness and tyranny
of others would heed the advice of the
Christian apostle Paul: “Return evil for
evil to no one. Provide fine things in the
sight of all men. If possible, as far as it
depends upon you, be peaceable with all
men. Do not avenge yourselves, beloved,
but yield place to the wrath; for it is writ-
ten: ‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says
Jehovah.” Do not let yourself be conquered
by the evil, but keep conquering the evil
with the good.”—Rom. 12:17-19, 21,

We cannot improve on divine wisdom.
What God commands in his Word is not
only the right thing but also the wisest
thing to do. Not letting evil harden you
results in your own happiness, peace of
mind and contentment. More than that,
such a course is the most likely to succeed
in improving matters; certainly it will not
make matters worse. And above all, by
leaving one’s cause in Jehovah’s hands one
can rest assured that eventually the out-
come will be for the best.

==
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ILLIONS of persons
look forward to the
Christmas holidays. Not
only are they glad for
the vacation, but many
are happy because of the
cheery spirit of friendli-
ness and generosity that
often prevails, For some
persons it is a time for
love and laughter, and
happy fellowship with
dear ones. Minds are
turned toward promises -
of “peace among men of good will” and
‘thoughts of dojng things for others.
Often the holiday season is spent in a
joyous family reunion, with relatives far
and near getting together and sharing
pleasant memories and experiences. A fea-
ture of the occasion is a tantalizing feast
of seasonal delicacies, the mere sight of
which makes the mouth water, The chil-
dren especially enjoy the celebration, par-
ticularly when everyone opens the color-
fully wrapped gifts. The excitement,
laughter and squeals of delight associated
with this holiday season make it & most
pleasant time for many families.

Present-Day Trend

Yet many of these same persons are
disappointed by the marked trend away
from the traditional family Christmas,
Practically everywhere they observe that
big business now dominates the celebra-
ton, and Uhe sole purpose of wnany cete-
brants seems {o be to have a riotous time,
Althotigh this has resulted in Christmas
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being popularized to
an unprecedented
degree, few persons
apparently give any
thought whatsoever
to the birth of Jesus
Christ, the event
the occasion is sup-
posed to commemo-
rate.

Nowhere is this
more evident than
in Japan, where
Christmas has be-
_ IR TR TR
bration since World War II, Last Decem-
ber Newsweek magazine obsetved: “In
Japan, where Christians make up less than
1 percent of the population, Christmas is
now the biggest holiday of the year. . .,
The season starts in mid-November and
continues on until January. The last days
of December swim by in a serieg of parties
in homes, offices, factories, and nightclubs
that leave the nation with a colossal hang-
over on which to start the new vear.” The
central figure of the Christmas celebration
is not Christ, but Santa Claus.

This popularizing of Santa Claus, how-
ever, did not begin in Japan, but in nomj-
na] Christian countries such as the United
States of North America. Businessmen,
who profit from the celebration, are the
ones largely responsible, ‘for they have
used Santa to bolster business. In connec-
tion with the use of such sales gimmicks,

the book The American Christmas: A

Study wm Woatwondt Tulture noted: “The
studied exploitation of the festival did not
develop fully unti] the third decade of the
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present century. . . . Both merchants and
advertising agencies recognized the com-
mercial potentialities of folk festivals, and
began to exploit these occasions shortly
after 1920. This was immediately success-
ful and has continued unabated to the
present.”

But what many people find even more
disturbing than the ecommercializing of
Christmas is the senseless revelry, heavy
drinking, immorality and incrcased crime
that invariably mar the holiday season.
The December 21, 1962, issue of Time mag-
azine commented on troubles arcund
Christmastime, saying: '“Beginning about
Thanksgiving, family quarrels become
fiercer, relations with relatives become
more strained, tradesmen assume a forced
friendliness, and the dispenser of holiday
cheer begins to feel there is not an honestly
cheery face to be found anywhere, . .. Part
of the strain, of course, is finaneial , . .

“Alcoholics and their families have an
especially rough time of it because the
Christmas spirit so often comes in bottles.
One family counselor estimates that this
problem alone poses potential trouble for
some 3,500,000 families annually, and the
lipstick worh home from the office party
disturbs millions more.”

Some Revealing Information

Duoes it disturb you that a holiday season
intended by some to glorify mankind’s Sa-
vior should dishonor him to such an ex-
tent? The notorious behavior at Christmas-
time has caused many petrsons to be deeply
concerned, and some have taken the time
to investigate. This has turned up a great
deal of surprising information regarding
Christmas, much of which has been pub-
lished in newspapers and magazines for
all to read.

For instance, did you know that early
Americans who were endeavoring to live
in accord with God’'s Word did not cele-
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brate Christmas, and that in 1659 they ac-
tually passed a law forbidding its celebra-
tion? Look magazine of last December 31
brought this to light, noting: “Christmas
itself did not have the same hold on the
youthful United States that it did later, In
early New England, celebrations were for-
bidden by law because the Puritans were
offended by the pagan origin of many
Christmas customs.”

Early Americans, however, were not the
first to forbid the celebration of Christ-
mas. “In Cromwell’'s time,” MacLeaw’s
magazine of January 6, 1962, observes,
“the Puritan church of England not only
ignored the so-catled birthday of Jesus, but
prosecuted any unregenerated souls who
dared to keep it in secret.”

Pagan Roots

The reason for this legal action against
Christmas was that it originally was a li-
centious pagan festival. It had been adopt-
ed by apostate Christians centuries after
the death of Christ, and the Puritans knew
that it had no place in true Christian wor-
ship. An editorial in a Puerto Rican news-
paper, the S8an Juan Star of December 24,
1962, made the following interesting ob-
servations:

“The anniversary of the birth of Christ
was not celebrated until the fourth cen-
tury A.D. . .. December 24th or 25th, how-
ever, was finally chosen as the official
birthday of Christ. The ancient Greeks and
Romans as well as the Huns, Goths, Teu-
tons, and Celts celebrated the birth of the
unconquered sun on those days. . . . The
Greeks celebrated the re-birth of Dionysus
in mid-winter . . . The bringing of gifts to
the child-god Eros was part of the Dio-
nysian festival. Christmas is indeed an an-
cient festival with pagan roots . . . Yes,
Christmas is a pagan holiday.”

This is not simply the conclusion of a
few persons. It is well known, For example,
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note what the authoritative work The New
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge, Volume III, page 48, says
about this: “The pagan festival [in com-
memoration of the return of the sun] with
its riot and merrymaking was so popular
that Christians were glad of an, excuse to
continue its celebration with little change
in spirit or in manner. . . . The festival
rapidly gained acceptance and became at
last so firmly established that even the
Protestant revolution of the sixteenth cen-
tury was not able to dislodge it

If you want to check this information
for yourself, go to the public library and
consult the reference works there, If vou
Yook in The Encyclopedia Americang under
“Christmas” you will find this; ‘““The cele-
bration was not observed in the first cen-
turies of the Christian church, since the
Christian usage in general was to cele-
brate the death of remarkable persohs
rather than their birth. . . . In the 5th cen-
tury the Western church ordered the feast
to be celebrated on the day of the Mithraie
rites of the birth of the sun and at the cloge
of the Saturnalia, as no certain knowledge
of the day of Christ’s birth existed. Among
the German and Celtic tribes the winter
solstice was considered an important point
of the year and to commemorate the re-
turn of the sun they held their chief fes-
tival of yule, which, like other pagan cele-
brations, became adapted to Christmas.

“Most of the customs now associated
with Christmas were not originally Christ-
mas customs but rather were pre-Christian
and were non-Christian customs faken up
by the Christian church. Safurnalia, a
Roman feast celebrated in mid-December,
provided the model for many of the merry-
making customs of Christmas. From this
celebration, for example, were derived the
elaborate feasting, the giving of gifts, and
the burning of-candies. Lights also played
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an important part in most winter solstite
festivals.”

Examining the Bible Record

These facts, which have been widely
publicized in recent years,.are hot un-
known 1o people in general. Yet many feel
that what they are celebrating is not a pa-
gan feast but something that is clearly
set out in the Bible, After all, does not
the Bible tell about the birth of Christ, the
giving of gifts by the “wise men” to the
babe Jesus and other things that are called
to mind at Christmastime?

Why not open your Bible and see what
it actually does say. Read carefully what ig
related in Luke chapter 2, verses 1 through
20, and in Matthew chapter 2, verses 1
through 16.

Now, what indications do you find there
in the Bible as to the time of year Jesus
was born? Does not the account say that
shepherds were in the fields tending their
flocks? Since Decernber in Palestine is the
rainy season, it is unlikely that shepherds
would be out-of-doors with their flocks at
that time of year. Notice, too, that this
was the time of the registration, when the
people were required to travel to their na-
tive city to register. Is it not unlikely that
the Roman authorities would require a
people already inclined to revolt against
them to make stch a trip in mountainous
country to register in the dead of winter?

The evidence is quite conclugive that the
date for the Christmas celebration is not
supported in the Scriptures. Even The
Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume III, page
727, admits that, not Jesus' birth, but “the
well-known solar feast, . . . celebrated on
25 December, has a strong claim on the
responsibility for our December date.” So
can Christmas really be said to be a cele.
bration of the hirth of Jesus when, as it
is plain to be seen, it is not even the time
of year he was born?



But what about the popular Christmas
customs of giving gifts and decorating a
tree? The Bible account does not mention
anything about setting up and decorating
a tree. And did vou notice that the shep-
herds did not bring any material gifts?

The Bible record makes clear that the
gift bringers were, instead, *wise men
from the east,” who were guided, not by
angelic instructions, but by a “star in the
east.” An examination of various Bible
translations will reveal that these “wise
men” were not kings, but magi or astrolo-
gers. And although astrology is poepular
among many people, God condemns it. It
is also observed that by the time the as-
trologers arrived in Bethlehem Jesus was
no longer a babe in a manger, but had
grown and was a young child living in a
house.—Isa, 47:12-15,

Another important thing to note is that
those astrologers were not at first directed
by the star to Jesus in Bethlehem, but to
murderous King Herod in Jerusalem. Now,
if God had used the star to guide them,
would he have directed them first to Jeru-
salem so that they would come in contact
with that dangerous king? Obviously not,
for when the star finally led the astrolo-
gers to Jesus and they were about to re-
port his whereabouts to Herod, God
stepped in and warned them in a dream so
that they departed for their own country
by another route.

It was this intervention by God that
saved his Son, for when Herod learned that
the astrologers had fled without reporting
te him, he sought to kill Jesus by destroy-
ing every young boy two years of age and
under in the district of Bethlehem. From
a careful reading of this Bible record, is it
not apparent that the menacing star that
led the astrologers was of demon origin?
Yes, it actually was a scheme of Satan the
Devil to expose Jesus to murderous King
Herod! So then, when gift giving is done

8

at Christmastime in imitation of what
those astrologers did, is it really in honor
of Christ?

Pursuing o God-honoring Course

When a person becomes acquainted with
the Bible account, it becomes apparent that
the Seriptures do not support the Christ-
mas celebration. To the contrary, that cele-
bration distorts the truth regarding events
in connection with Jesus’ birth, and actu-
ally idolizes astrologers who are con-
demned in God’s Word the Bible. This may
surprise some, but, if they are truly sin-
cere in their desire to do the will of God
and if they really appreciate God’s provi-
sion of his Son, they will not continue to
be a part of something that so obviously
dishonors him.

Now, this does not mean that it is
wrong for families to get together at any
time and to enjoy themselves by eating and
drinking in moderation and having happy
fellowship. Not at all! It is a grand thing
when friends and relatives can be together,
and it is good to give things to persons
you love, Spontaneous, uncompelled giving
brings real happiness, not only to the re-
ceiver, but especially to the one who gives.
—Acts 20:35.

Is it not true that the Christmas cele-
bration often robs persons of this joy by
making them feel compelled to give? Ac-
tually a gift means so much more when
one gives it, not under compulsion, hot be-
cause it is expected, but cut of love. This
Christian giving, along with pleasant fel-
lowship with dear ones, can be enjoyed
anytime during the wyear. It does not
have to be done in celebration of a God-
dishonoring heliday. So, you see, when one
conforms his conduct to what is pleasing
to God, that which brought genuine joy
and happiness is hot lost, yet, at the same
time, what was a source of anxiety when
one celebrated Christmas is gone.

AWARKE!?



IT IS generally known thi
in many fields the atti=
tude of the people and the
arrangements of society in
North America are differ-
ent from those of Europe,
But only a few know that
many of the differences are
connected with the different
ways in which two leaders of the Reforma-
tion viewed the Bible, _

If, for instance, a Dane, after having
lived in the United States for several years,
takes a trip to the old country, the first
thing he will notice is, as a rule, the big
difference in living standards and economie
activity. But he may not be aware of the
fact that one of the reasons why the United
States became the richest and most pro-
ductive nation of the world is said to be
the Bible faith of a man in sixteenth-
century France, John Calvin,

The next thing our visitor to Denmark
may notice is the church attendance, which
is deplorably Iow and comes far short of
the attendance in America. People over in
North America believe more in the Bible,
They show more in-
terest in religion.
Not only are they
less constrained in
discussing the sub-
ject, but they even
spend a lot of money
on religious activity,
The American is not
left in any doubt
about the fact that
money is-needed for
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By “Awake!" correspondent
in Denmurk

his purpose and that he has

e “blessed privilege” of
“donating the money. Never-
theless, the minister and
the missionary in America
have long been held in high
esteem. It is respectable to
be religious. Of course, you
have churches that are
more “respectable” and some that are less
“respectable” than others, but you do not
have a privileged State Church as in Lu-
theran Northern Europe.

The law is different. The law of the

" United States has given the citizens great

religious freedom, Separation of Church
and State is carried through, farther there,
probably, than in any other place. Not that
the legislators were atheists or fhat reli-
gion was of no importance to them, but,
on the contrary, they had a strong reli-
gious conviction that State and Church
ought to be separated, Religion was
very important to the makers of the
American Constitution, and their Calvin-
istic view of the Bible has marked
their work and the later legislation.
Also, morals are
different, at least of-
ficially. You can see
it in the public atti-
tude toward conduct
of those confemplat-
ing marriage in the
United States, which
differs from the
more liberal ways of
the Scandinavians,
Further, ygu c¢an




see it in the Ameriean film censorship,
which the Europeans stamp as old-
fashioned and often describe as puritanical,
with a direct but generally unconscious
allusion to the historical cause of the phe-
nomenon.

We could mention other examples of
differences, but those mentioned are clear-
1y connected with the spreading of the two
main streams of Protestantism after the
Reformation,

Special Cause of the Differences

Truly, there are many reasons why “the
New World” on the American continent
assumed characteristics of its own. The
vast and almost virgin land stimulated the
colonists, and its riches opened up great
prospects to them. But it was the sense
of duty, the industry and thrift that the
New Englanders brought along from West-
ern Europe that enabled them to take up
the challenge and develop the resources of
the country, and all these characteristics
were encouraged by the Calvinistic Bible
climate from which they came.

The influences carried to the new nation
with the immigrating Catholics and Lu-
therans from all parts of Europe, and the
liberal Bible view that has since then ad-
vanced on both sides of the Atlantic, have
not been able to change the United States
from being a country marked by Calvin’s
view of the Bible; and the leveling out that
has taken place between the two continents
beecause of the two-way flow of influences
has not been able to change Northern Eu-
rope from being a region marked by Lu-
ther’s view of the Bible,

How, then, did these two men with their
different views of the Bible come to in-
fluence the two main camps of Protestant-
ism? The answer may help us better to
understand our fellowman on the other
side of the Atlantic Ocean, especially why
he generally has another attitude toward
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the Bible. The answer may also help us to
reconsider our own point of view as re-
gards the Bible. At least we will get t0 see
that it is of no little consequence how we
think about this Book. It has been a power-
ful factor in the lives of men and nations
in the past and the present, and will be so
in the future too.

Calvin’s Reformation

In 1528 the Frenchman John Calvin had
left his theological studies and thrown
himself into the study of law and arts
when he got the chance to read some of
Luther’s writings and thereby was carried
away by the Reformation. Five or six
years later he broke away from the Roman
Church and stood up as a reformer him-
self. Although he closely followed Luther
on the two essential points: that justifica-
tion is obtained by faith and that the Bible
and not the pope or the church councils
is the determining factor as to what is the
true faith, Calvin’'s effort to represent a
“Bible Christianity” nevertheless led to a
protestantism distinet from that of Luther.

From 1541 to his death in 1564 he
worked with untiring energy as a leader
and reformer from his headgquarters in Ge-
neva, the Rome of Calvinism, His special
reformation spread from Switzerland to
France, the western parts of Germany, the
Netherlands, England and Scotland, and
later it came to America with Puritans,
Presbyterians, and Baptists; also immi-
grating Methodists and Anglicans carried
elements of Calvinism along with them.

Calvin was more intellectual and sys-
tematic than Luther. “To both Luther and
Calvin the Bible was decisive . . ., but in
a different way,” says the church historian
Hjalmar Holmquist.! To Calvin the whole
Bible was inspired by God word for word,
He saw the Bible as God’s law from which
you can directly draw rules for the life of
the individual and society in both spiritual
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and practical, everyday matters. Because
of this view the Bible was read.

Discussing the extent of Bible reading
in Lutheran Denmark in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, P. G. Lindhardt,
D.D. and professor of theology at Aarhus
University, Denmark, has this to say: “In
the reformed [Calvinistic] countries, es-
pecially in Englond, Bible reading is far
more common, in the church as well as
in the home; there the Bible . . . really
becamie the people’s book which until the
present time has influenced English man-
ner of thinking and speaking to an amaz-
ing degree . . . But there, it must be ad-
mitted, the Bible view was different—at
least in puritan cireles, People were able
to read the Bible without gualifications;
it was the Word of God to such a degree
that it worked by itself, and all situations
in life were to be governed by it. All that
is not allowed by it, is forbidden, was the
principle, contrary to the Lutheran prin-
ciple: What is not forbidden by it, is al-
lowed.”® This attitude of the Calvinists or
reformed Christians toward the Bible made
them Bible distributors before the Lu-
therans.

This view of the Bible also caused strict-
ness in the demands for holiness and obe-
dience, Calvin did not teach that Chris-
tians could earn God's favor (justification)
by good works, but he taught that they
were predestinated to salvation and that
the fruits of the gpirit, their good works,
were signs of their election. While Luther
saw God as the merciful Father, God was
to Calvin the sovereign Majesty whose will
mugt be done and whom man must serve
and honor above all. Virtues such as dili-
gence, thrift, chastity, honesty and con-
scientiousness were stressed, and Calvin-
ists became generally known for their
industry and hard work, their strong will
to endure in the belief that they were
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God’s chosen ones and were doing God's
will. ‘

This attitude manifested itself in the
zealous and extensive missionary work car-
ried out by the reformed or Calvinistic
churches, and also in the Calvinists’ indus-
try in the secular field. Calvin encouraged
the citizens of Geneva to toil for a more
healthy economy. He understood *“‘that
most important for an economic recovery
was industry and hard work, erderliness,
honesty, thrift, moderation in life and uni-
ty for the sake of mutual benefit, This he
taught the citizens of Genheva, and little
by little he taught it to the whole Calvin-
istic world, Therefore it became the carrier
of the growing commerce and industrial
aetivity s

Calvinistic services were simple, with-
out ornamentation or images, without al-
tars and organs, The sermon, baptism and
the Lord’s supper remained. As a rule the
sermon is sober. There is nothing mystical
about baptism or the Lord’s supper. The
baptism is a symbol or a sign. The Lord’s
supper is viewed as a memorial. Bread and
wine are nothing but symbols of the body
and blood of Jesus. They are not trans-
formed, as taught by the Catholics, and
they are not the literal body and blood of
Jesus in a mystical way, as taught by Lu-
ther. And according to Calvin only the
worthy may partake of the Lord’s supper.
Against the unworthy, strict disciplinary
measures were {aken. Accordingly, a pure
congregation is aimed at, and therefore
meddling in its administration by the secu-
lar authorifies is ruted cut. The reformed
churches are generally separated from the
State,

The English State Church is Calvinistic
in doctrine only, while it is Catholic in
worship and ceremony, and Lutheran in its
organization as a State Church, Because of
the bad experiences of the Puritans with
the State Church in England, those who
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fled to America saw to it that in the new
land Church and State were separated.
Consequently, no single denomination was
favored by the State, and the way was pre-
pared for many denominations to arise.
Furthermore, the Calvinistic organization
of the church had an educational effect on
the people toward democracy and toler-
ance, and in this way too it contributed to
the American Constitution and the great
personal freedoms that this guarantees, Al-
though the church discipline internally
often expressed itself as intolerance of the
worst sort, externally Calvinism has shown
great tolerance and, with its Bible view,
made room for greater individualism than
Lutheranism. That is why the many de-
nominations and sects have come mainly
from the reformed churches.

No doubt you can point out reformed
churches that have little resemblahce to
the picture we have just sketched. That
is because many different circumstances
made themselves felt in time and modified
the characteristics of the churches more
or less. Only the group that adhered to the
original view of the Bible as God’s Word
and in which each member through dili-
gent study of the Bible let himself be filled
with the power of this Word would be the
one that remained untouched by the world
and its materialistic and faith-destroying
philosophy. Calvin’s reformation and Bible
view were ablie to prepare the way for
such a true Christian church. Now let us
see what Luther’s reformation and Bible
view led to.

Luther’'s Reformation _
Hundreds of years before Luther, lay
movements such as the Catharis and Wal-
denses came to see the distance between
the original Christianity and that of the
Church of Rome. What characterized these
humble people was a strong moral sense
supported by diligent Bible study. The Bi-
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ble was their standard for doctrine and
life. The same stand was taken by John
Wycliffe in England and John Huss in Bo-
hemia. Of these preparations to the Refor-
mation, cne historian says: “Since the
time of the Waldenses, Wycliffe and Huss
there were men who by reading the An-
cient Seriptures got to see the Truth and
the Way in a simple and literal observance
of the words of Jesus. These ‘dangerous’
writings had now been distributed through
printed translations into thousands of
hands that in believing sincerity grabbed
hold of the lifegiving food.””:

It was not necessary for Luther to pro-
duce new evidences or new doctrines in
order to start the Reformation. And, in
fact, he did not do it either, “During all the
reformation commotion there was hard-
ly expressed one thought which was not
already thought by Wycliffe one and a half
centuries previously.”® Luther spoke only
the word for which everybody had been
waiting, and this he did with his protest
against the selling of indulgences in 1517.

The people eagerly accepted his words
about the Christian’s freedom and indepen-
dence of the pope, church council or any
other authority; the Bible alone was to be
his guide. The teaching that a man wiil
not be justified by works but by faith alone
also fell on fertile ground. In order to pre-
vent what was now in process—that people
unrestrainedly began to split up into more
or less fanatic and political and revolu-
tionary movements or, in reliance on God's
forgiveness, began to ignore morals and
good conduct completely—Luther thought
that he had to stress the virtue of cbedi-
ence toward the worldly authorities, and
this he did to such a degree that the politi-
cal prince or king became the head of the
church.

In addition, Luther set bounds for the
freedom to interpret the Bible. He taught
that only those words in the Bible that
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were clear and would direct the Christian
to Christ and justification by faith were
truly evangelical. He even judged each
book of the Bible according to the degree
in which it expressed these central teach-
ings, and he thought that some books in
the Bible were more inspired and more
canonical than other Bible books. The let-
ter of James, which speaks about faith as
being dead without works, he cguld not
appreciate as being on a par with Paul's
writings, and the Revelation he also dis-
liked. The way he looked upon law and
works required that he take a liberal stand
toward the “Old Testament.” The Ten
Commandments he divided otherwise than
Calvin, placing no emphasis on the com-
mandment against images. Because of this
liberal attitude toward the Bible it was not
difficult at all for him to include the quite
uninspired apocryphal books in his Bible
edition. (These books Calvin would not
have!) In fact, Luther exercised a dog-
matic Bible criticism, a kind of higher
criticism.

A good number of his followers, there-
fore, did not feel any desire to occupy
themselves with the Hebrew Scriptures to
any great degree. His somewhat simplified
conception of the gospel or good news
about a forgiving God caused them to feel
no great need for reading the Christian
Greek Scriptures either. In fact, Lutheran-
ism did not urge people to read the Bible,
and its followers did not do much about
Bible distribution. Because of the idea of
some of Luther’s followers, that the gospel
had in fact been preached in all the world
since the days of Adam and Eve, the Lu-
therans were slow in getting the mission-
ary work started, Lutheranism spread to
the Scandinavian countries, not through
missionary work, but because the Kings
accepted the new teaching and ordered
their subjects to accept it. In many places
aven the same Catholic priest and bishop
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were allowed to continue in office, but now
on the king's order as Lutheran priest or
bishop.

As an example of the effect of Luther’s
reformation we can take Denmark, which
was reached by the Reformation in 1536.
The first real steps toward the educational
system promised by the Reformation were
not taken until two hundred years later,
and then because of influences from Cal-
vinistic- England and pietism, a spiritual
movement started by Ph, J. Spener, who,
though being a German Lutheran, had re-
ceived many impulses from English Calvin-
ism. Until that time the Bible was not a
popular book in Denmark. People could not
read.

Then followed & period in which it be-
came the fashion to view the Bible just as
another plece of literature, yes, even to
despise it. The Bible interest fell to near
zern. In 1814 it was found that for several
vears hardly a score of Bibles had been
sold in Denmark.

A new impulse from the Calvinistic part
of Christendom was necessary in order to
awake “the phlegmatic Danes,” as the
Scottish Congregationalist Henderson de-
scribed them in 1814, That year The Dan-
ish Bible Society was established on the
initiative of Henderson, who was sent out
by The British and Foreign Bible Society.
The next year he observed that the work
went all too slow and said it was due to
the clergymen, whose sermons were not
Biblical enough. The Bible Society later
on apologized by explaining that the slow
pace was due to “the difference between
the reformed [Calvinistic} and the Luth-
eran view of the BRible.”

In Lutheran Denmark the priest and
poet N. F. S. Grundtvig, about one hun-
dred and fifty years ago, could say: “The
Lord’s book was put on the shelf, fairy-
tales were heard in the Church.”® Strange-
1y enough, he himself caused most of his
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countrymen to keep the Bible on the shelf.
In 1825 he made what he himself termed
“g unique discovery,” to the effect that the
Bible is not the Word of God, but the
Word of God is in the Bible, and the Word
of God is mainly the words contained in
the Apostles’ Creed said at baptism and
the Lord's supper, “Only at the bath and
the table we hear God's Word to us,” he
said. His followers took the consequences
of this view of the Bible and declared that
Christians should not let themselves be
“hectored,” or bullied, by the Bible either
religiously or morally. Bible reading was
never their strong point, and this is the
most widespread view of the Bible now in
Lutheran Denmark. The circles that have
endeavored to stick to the Bible have in
‘almost every case received influence from
Calvinism,

Shortage of clergymen and bad church
attendance are taken as signs of the ailing
condition of the church in Denmark. Vari-
ous remedies are suggested, and some cast
sidelong glances at America, where at
least church attendance is better., When
a clergyman recommended that the church
rate in Denmark be doubled in order to
get rid of some of the lukewarm members
and teach those “who now content them-
selves with coming tp Church on Christ-
mas Eve and at their own funeral” to
show more appreciation for the church,
a newspaper asked: “Is he going to do
away with the State Church and bring
about American church conditions with
free and financially strong religious com-
munities?”"

The clergyman said No. In Lutheran
Denmark many people have much to criti-
cize about religion in the U.S.A, It is un-
healthy and of bad taste, some say, and
they think of Norman Vincent Peale or
Billy Graham. “Can anything [religiously]
good come from America?” others are
asking. They do not like religious influ-
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ence from America. At the same time they
have to admit that the Lutheran State
Churches themselves are in a weak
position.

A Source of Reformation and Renewal

This short study shows us that it was
the Bible that delivered the power for Lu-
ther's and Calvin’s reformation, To the de-
gree that the new churches made the Bible
their guide and source of renewal, they
were able to reform and exert a good in-
fluence on the people, but when they drift-

"ed away from the Bible they lost their

original strength, The differences between
North America and Northern Europe that
we have discussed can to some degree be
explained by the fact that Calvin was more
bound to the Bible than Luther, and his
reformation and the territory it covered
were therefore influenced by the Bible
much more than Lutheran Northern
Europe.

We have not looked into this subject in
order to choose between Luther and Cal-
vin. True Christianity is neither Lutheran
nor Calvinistic, neither American nor Eu-
ropean. In our search for the true Chris-
tian standard we have to go farther back,
back to Jesus Christ and the early Chris-
tians of whom we can read in the Bible. But
we have treated the subject in order to
show that it is of no little consequence how
we view the Bible. The Bible has worked as
a powerful factor and source of renewal in
the life of nations and men in proportion
to how much they read it and appreciatéd
it. This has given you an opportunity to
reconsider your own stand toward this
unigue Book.
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SQURRE DANUNG—az Lyseasion of Uy

is far different from those forms
of dancing in which dim lights,
passion-arousing musie and sugges-
tive movements and embraces are
featured, It is a clean and cpen ex-
pression, a joyous physical response
to the sheer pileasure of living. Square
dancing is like that. You canno?
square dance without smiles and laughter
and hearty cooperation with others, It is whole-
some exercise, and it usually does not present
the same danger to good morals that is involved
in dahces in which unmarried persons are
paired off with those of the opposite sex to
dance with their arms around each other.
The square dance literally involves a square
of four couples who go through a prearranged
pattern of swinging and bewing and stepping,
gracefully yet vigorously. It also includes such
folk dances as the “Virginia ree},” in which two
rows of dancers face each other. It calls for a
brisk tempo and unhesitating leadership from
the one who is calling out the progressive move-
ments, It is not so much a question of learning
infricate steps as it is of ecoordinating one's
movements with those of other dancers and
responding to the directions of the “calier.”
Square dancing in North America is derived
from older British, Irish and French folk
dances. Of late there has been a vigorous re-
vival, so much so that it is estimnated that
square dancing has at least a inillion regular,
ardent devotees in the United States, with other
millions enjoying it occasionally. In any one
night square dancing is going on in at least a
thousand towns and cities across the country.
In New York City alone about a quarter of a
miltion share this stimulating pastime regular-
ly. In Europe, too, square dancing has “caught
on” According to the U.S, State Department,
American folk dancers abroad are among the
best ambassadors of goodwill the nation has.

One good reason for the popularity of this
wholesome type of dance is that it can be en-
joyed by young and old alike. It is open to
people of all classes, since it requires no special
talent or training, Only a few basic sieps are
Involved, though almost endless variations are

EANCING a8 an expression of joy

possible. Indeed, if one enjoys simply
tapping his foot to lively music he
can learn to square dance and enjoy .
it. More than that, if you can walk,
you can square dance. Why, even the
blind and the deaf enjoy it and fre-
quently excel at it!

Think, too, of the fine physical exer- .
clse, the relief from nervaus tension,
the improvement in poise that result from this .
wheolesome form of relaxation! As one worker
expressed it: *The square dance nights are
worth a million to us. The little irritations
don't bite so0 hard anymore at home or on the
job. 1 just lzugh them off'” 1ts efects on mind
and heart have been highly praised, During
World War II, for example, it was used with
excellent results to aid soldiers to relax and
to get amputees accustomed to using their ar-
tificial limbs. It is even now being used in some
mental hospitals to dispel mertal depression
and restore patients to reality and a measure
of joy. For hospital patients the tempo is slowed
down considerably. Nevertheless, results have
been most encouraging. When we think about
the joy-expressing and jov-inspiring elernents ot
the square dance, we are reminded of the Bi-
ble’s assurance that “a heart that is Joytul
does good as a curer.”—FProv, 17:22.

Square dancing also helps to improve rela-
tionships. Its tendency to bring young and old
together to share precious moments of relax-
atlon and do things together is most commend-
able. Unlike modern dance fads that have been
observed to lead to crude and unmannerly con-
duct, square dancing, by reason of its inherent
Joy and graceful cooperalive movements, im-

_ proves manners,

However, even square dancing can have its
pitfalls. Surely it would not prove to be bene-
ficial if It became a means of bringing you into
regular association with persons who have no
love for God and his righteous principles. And
it would not be beneficial if it became 5 time-
consuming obsession. But in the right company
and in moderation, square dancing can be lots
of fun, &n expression of joy for young and old,
“all together,”

.-:-:‘-\\_\._)
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HEN the German chemist

Richard Willstitter was a boy,
ohe of his closest friends, ten-year-
old Sepp Schwab, cut his knee while
chopping wood. Since his parents
had strictly forbidden him to use
the ax, young Sepp concealed his in-
jury. However, after a few days in-
fection set in, and by the time the
condition finally came to the atten-
tion of Sepp’s parents the infection
had become serious. A doctor was

called and he decided that the only

way to save the boy was to ampu-
tate the leg at once. It was only
after strong persuasion by the par-
ents that the doctor agreed to post-
pone the operation until the follow-
ing morning.

That evening when they were dis-
cussing what they could do for their
son, the father suddenly remem-
bered the marvelous cures per-
formed by a certain shepherd. Im-
mediately the man was found. After
examining Sepp, he went out into
the fields and came back with a
handful of plants. The Schwabs rec-
ognized some of them as the ordi-
nary nettle, plantain and watercress.
The shepherd cut all of these into
very fine pieces, until they were a
mass that resembled cooked spinach,
This was applied to the wound.

The next morning when the doc-
tor arrived, he was surprised to find
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that the infection was considerably
improved and the fever had receded.
He, therefore, was agreeable to post-
poning the amputation again, By
this time the shepherd had brought
more herbs, and this second mixture
was even more successful than the
first. In time the sweiling disap-
peared entirely and the wound
healed.

It is reported that this healing ef-
fected by plants made an indelible
impression upon young Richard
Willstatter, who was watching close-
ly the progress of his little friend.
Later, Willstatter studied chemistry
at Munich University and became an
outstanding student of the bio-
chemistry of plants. For his investi-
gations into chlorophyll and the rev-
olutionary discoveries he made,
Willstitter was awarded the Nobel
Prize in 1915,

But despite such investigations
that revealed the marvelous pro-
cesses of plants, during the years that
followed, the attention of medical
men was directed almost exclusively
toward the producing of synthetic
drugs. Scientists and doctors, for the
most part, had no interest in inves-
tigating the healing propetties of
plants. However, in view of the
many remarkable cures realized by
employing plants, there is certainly
no good reason to hold a contemp-
tuous attitude toward them. They
have been used successfully in medi-
cine for centuries.

Successful Plant Remedies

For hundreds of years Polynesians
used the leaves of the papaya tree
to treat their wounds. When g per-
son was injured, his wound was
bound in these leaves, Modern medi-
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cine now recognizes the value of applying
papayva leaves to an injury. Researchers
have recently investigated the papaya leaf
and found it to be rich in enzymes that are
beneficial in the treatment of bruises and
in clean}ng wounds.

Early in the sixteenth century white
men first learned about the curative pow-
ers of quinine from the Peruvian Indians.
It is believed that these South American
Indians had long used the bark of a cer-
tain type of tree in the treatment of fevers,

One account says that they learned about:

the curative powers of this tree from an

ailing lion that they observed chewing its-

bark. Regardless of whether this report is
true or not, the quinine obtained from Cin-
chona trees is to this day by far the most
effective medicine for treating malaria, It

has alleviated suffering and extended the

lives of countless millions of persons.

But perhaps one of the most important
plant remedies is the one that was em-
ployed during the eighteenth century hy
-a woman in Shropshire, England. She

brewed a tea from leaves that includéd

those of the beautiful foxglove plant, and
served this concoction to patients suffering
from ederna—a condition commaonly known

as dropsy. She obtained remarkable re-

sults, and became noted for her cures.
When hearing of the herbwomah's suc-
cessful treatment, the medical doctor Wil-
liam Withering did not didmiss her home
remedy as useless. Instead, he investigated

and found that the heart-stimulating prop--

erties contained in foxglove leaves were

actually successful in freating dropsy.

These leaves came to be an accepted medi-
cine in treating heart conditions. In time
it was found that the leaves contained the
powerful heart stimulant digitalis, which,
to this day, iz a most important heart
medicine.

Other plants Jong used successfully in-

medicine include the poppy, from which
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such important painkillers as morphine and
codeine are derived. Curare, a poison pre-
pared from plant juices by certain tribes
of South American Indians, is now used as
a muscle relaxant in a host of paralyses and
spastic disorders including polio, tetanus
and multiple sclerosis, And ephedrine,
which is obtained from medicinal plants
used successfully by the Chinese for cen-~
turies, is an important medicine in treating
asthma,

A Change in Attitude

« Despite the many successful plant medi-
cines in use, up until about ten or twelve
vears ago there was little interest in
searching any farther for plants that heal.
This all changed, however, with the dis-

‘covery in the early 1950's of reserpine, the

tranguilizing component of the Indian
snakeroot Rauwolfia serpenting. This dis-
covery marked the introduction of modern
tranquilizers, and it touched off a multi-
million-dollar-a-year, worldwide search far
other plants that might prove usefti]l in
treating man’s ills,

When commenting on Rauwolfia, Dr.
Robert de Ropp made an interesting obser-
vation as {o why many rmedical researchers
were so0 reluctant to investigate natural
sources, “It is curious,” he said, “that a
remedy so ancient [as Rawwolfic] . . .
should have been ignored by Western re-
searchers until the year 1947. This situa-
tion results in part, at least, from the rath-
er cohtemptuous attitude which certain
chemists and pharmacelogists in the West
have developed toward both folk remedies
and drugs of plant origin. . . . They fur-
ther fell into the error of supposing that
because they had learned the trick of syn-
thesizing certain substances, they were
better chemists than Mother Nature .

- Needless to say, the more enlightened

members of these professions have avoided
so crude an error, realizing that the hum-

17



blest bacterium can synthesize, in the
course of its brief existence, more organic
compounds than can gll the world’s chem-
ists combined.” _

With an estimated 350,000 known bo-
tanical species, and about 2,000 new plants
identified and added each year, the field
for research in the plant kingdom is almost
limitless. “We have scarcely begun to ex-
plore its potential,” noted one leading re-
searcher. Doctor Evan C. Horning, as labo-
ratory head at the National Heart Institute
in the United States, observed: “Undoubt-
edly the things we are looking for are in
the world of plant life.” But he added:
“Our search is like looking for a small
needle in a large haystack.”

Cuancer Research

Thus far the results have caused inves-
tigators to press on in their search. For ex-
ample, Dr, Alfred Taylor, cancer expert at
the University of Texas, noted that “in
our twenty years of cancer research we
have never had as much success with
chemicals invented by man as we are now
having with plant extracts,” Explaining an
advantage of using plants, he said: “As a
rule, the naturally occurring compounds
are less likely to be poisonous than the syn-
thetie, because they are developed in asso-
ciation with life,” _

Dr. Bruce W. Halstead, director of the
World Life Research Institute, refated an
incident of the kind that spurs on research-
ers. An Indian with a huge growth on his
cheek visited a mission hospital in Nica-
ragua, A specimen taken by a mission doc-
tor was diagnosed as skin cancer, When
the native was told he would have to sub-
mit to surgery at once, he vanished into
the jungle. Three months later he was
back. He had been treated by a witch doc-
tor with 4 leafy poultice, and “his face was
clear as a baby's bottom.”
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Not long ago there would be little in-
clination ‘to investigate such a reported
cure. But this is no longer true; now spe-
cial attention is being focused -on plant
medicines of so-called primitive peoples
and, on occasions, with good results. The
examination of & Penobscot Indian cancer
remedy resulted in obtaining an extract
from the American mandrake or mayapple,
Podophyllum peltatym, which is now
a preferred treatment for certain warts,
and is used by some cancer specialists in
treating other skin growths, :

1t is interesting that some common
plants have been found to possess promis-
ing anticancer properties. An extract from
the Viscum album species of mistletoe, for
instance, was discovered to cause more
than a 50-percent tumor inhibition in mice,
And an extract from the leaves of a spe-
cies of periwinkle plant is reported to be
successful in treating cancer patients. Sur-
prisingly, substances from the common
-muskmelon and cucumber also possess
good anticancer properties, according to
latest research. :

Confirmation of Natural Remedies

Certain natural remedies have been used
by people for many years. Long experience
with them has proved their effectiveness,
That they work is what matters—why
they cure is not of primary importance.
Interestingly, however, modern medicine
has confirmed the-value of many remedies
that have long been popular.

In commenting on this Dr, R. T. White-
man of Cambridge, Idaho, observed:
“Many a granny has used a mold scraped
from cheese as an application to open
sores, [Some also used moldy bread as a
poultice on wounds to prevent infectiosn. |
She got results, but she didn't know why,
Today we derive penicillin from a certain
type of mold. Some grannies applied wet
tea leaves to a fresh burn, but modern
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medicine has substituted tannic acid solu-
tion, which is the active principle of tea
leaves.”

The recent investigation of thousands of
common plants has revealed some amaz-
ing facts concerning their healing proper-
ties, as Margaret B. Kreig in her new book,
Green Medicine—The Bearch for Plants
That Heol, explaing: “Current regesvch ig
. turning up medicinal properties in every-

" thing from lettuce, used by the ancients as
a sedative, to apples and onions. . . . Re-
search at the United States Department of
Agriculture, in England, and elsewhere has
proved that antibiotic properties exist in
so many plants that it would take many
pages just to list their names, New drugs
may come not only from rare jungle vege-
tation but also from the commonest field
and garden flowers and everyday foods.”
In Germany, Proiessor A. G. Winter and
a research team collected specimens from
1,248 different families of plants, and an
examinhation revealed that 378, or about
30 percent, yielded an antibiotic. Winter
found that within twelve hours after eat-
ing plants such as nasturtiums there was
sufficient antibiotically active material in
his urine to be effective against many spe-
cies of bacteria. A horseradish poultice
produced a similar result. To the surprise
of doctors, mustard oil waz {ouwnd to bhe
absorbed through the skin into the body,
where it exerted its antibiotic action be-
fore being excreted in the urine. '

Professor Winter decided to experiment
with his own children, who every winter
had been subject to tonsillitis and other in-
fections. He coaxed them to eat nasturtium
salad, and their resulting resistance to in-
fections was remarkable. Dr. A. Vogel of
Switzerland also reports that his experi-
ence has been that horseradish, watercress,
garden cress and nasturtiums build up im-
munity to colds and infections. He has also
found that poultices of pulped cabbage
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leaves are effective in treating .swellings,
bruises and wounds.

During the Middle Ages lichens held a
high place in the pharmacopoeias of medi-
cal doctors, and now their usefttlness has
been confirmed, Dr. Mason E. Hale, Jr.,
Smithsonian Institution botanist, pointed
out that extracts of some lichens act as po-
tent antihiotics, *Approsisnesedy el i
the species in temperate areasg,” he said,
“will inhibit bacterial growth, and in most
cases the active principle has been traced
to a specific lichen acid.”

It is interesting that the Finns now ex-
tract an acid from reindeer mosses in Lap-
Jand and produce an effective commercial
salve, According to Hale: “It is much more
effective than penicillin salves in the treat-
ment of external wounds and hurns,” and,
he said, we can expect “that lichen anti-
biotics will become increasingly more com-
mon in medical practice in the future.”

There is now no question about the heal-
ing power of plants. Scientific basis has
been supplied for reported cures such as re-
lated in the introduction .of this article.
But a word of caution: A few plants can
also hurt or even kill. It is dangerous, for
ingtance, for an untrained person to treat
a heart condition with the leaves of the
poisonous foxglove. Its lifesaving digitalis
i 2 WRY o gverduseses, Tt sSnodidy d150 'be
remembered that what may be effective in
treating one person may be ineffective or
have an adverse effect on another. In the
main, however, natural remedies, because
they are developed in association with life,
do not have the dangerous side effects of
many synthetics,

while it would be folly to concern our-

selves with physical health to the extent

that we neglect our spiritual well-being, it
is faith-strengthening to see how Almighty
God Jehovah has included in his marvelous
creation healing properties to make man
well.
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N November 3
the election of
Lyndon B, Johnson
to the presidency of
the United States for a term of four years
brought to an end a long, hard-fought and
costly political campaign. In terms of mon-
gy it was estimated that more than $200,-
000,000 was spent during 1964 on political
campaigns throughout the country.
Many peaple in the United States felt a
sense of relief when the long period of
politicking was concluded by the election.
Some expressed the opinion that it would
have been better to copy the British meth-
od, having the campaign last only a few
weeks instead of many months, But even
the British eampaign, though much short-
er, brought many heated exchanges before
a Labor government was elected to replace
Conservative rule. However, it was noth-
ing like the American campaign in inten-
sity and duration.

One of the Most Bilter

Political analysts generally agreed that
the American presideniial campaigh had
been one of the bitterest ever; many say-
ing it was the dirtiest ever. As Time maga-
zine of October 30, 1964, put it: “The 1964
presidential campaign has been one of the
most disappointing ever. It was going to
be a confrontation between opposing phi-
logophies; it turned out to be a wrestling
match between volatile personalities. . ,
Thus, what the campaign has really come
down to is a back-alley fight featuring
such pejorative words and phrases as
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liar,’ ‘demagogue,’
‘socialist,” ‘irrespon-
sible,” ‘reckless,’
‘soft on Commu-
nism,” and ‘fascist.’ Scurrilous paperback
books about both candidates have become
best sellers. Vicious television commercials
have depicted Goldwater as a man willing
to sprinkle a little girl’s ice cream with
cancer-causing strontium 90.7

On the other hand, the Republican
standard-bearer accused the president of
being ‘“‘the biggest faker in the United
States” and the “phoniest individual who
ever came around.”—New York 7Times,
July 16, 1964.

Commenting in The Saturday Evening
Post, columnist Stewart Alsop wrote:
“This has been, by common consent, a

‘dreadful campaign, The campaign has hurt

everybody. . . . to paraphrase King Pyrrhus
of Epirus, ‘One more such campaign, and
we are undone.’ ”-—October 31, 1964.
Nor was the British campaign without
flame and fury. Newsweek of October 19,
1964, stated: “After giving every sign of
being uninflammable, the British election
campaign finally caught fire last week. The
igniting spark came off the anvil of the
Tories’ irrepressible'Vulean, Quintin Hogg,
Minister for Education and Science. Speak-
ing at a rally in Plymouth, Hogg was stung
by a heckler’s taunting reference to John
Profumo, the Conservative Minister whose
involvement with Christine Keeler helped
bring on former Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan’s retirement last year. Livid
with fury, Hogg snatched his glasses from
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his face and exploded: ‘If you can tell me
that there are no adulterers on the front

bench of the Labor Party, you can talk to

me about Profumo.’”’

Thus, on both sides of the Atlantic fu-
rious charges and countercharges flooded
the communications media. But did all this
have any beneficial result for the public
at large?

Deficiencies Exposed

One accomplishment of these campaigns
was to lay bare the very roots of human
government. It exposed its deficiencies col-
lectively and individually for all to see,
This put the entire matter in better per-
spective for any who wanted to lock be-
yond the surface issues.

An interesting comment in this regard
was that of the Altus, Oklahoma, Times-
Democrat, October 4, 1964, In an editorial
entitled ‘‘Next President—Portrait in
Mud,” the following points were made:
“Whom do vou like for president? Do you
prefer a ‘raving, ranting demagogue’ who
is the trigger-happy leader of ‘reckless and

rejected extremes’ and who would steer a

‘eallous course’? Or will your vote go to
a ‘liar’ . . . a crafty millionaire who
amassed a fortune in a manner that must
cause him some sleepless nights . . . a po-
litical -schemer who deliberately sets up
international crises so he can show off . .,
who uses his high office to threaten citi-
zens with exposure as income tax cheaters
unless they come across with real money
for his party's campaign fund?”

This ediforial’s conclugsion of these
sharges and countercharges was as fol-
ows: “You might think that the comments
reing exchanged by the two pals just pos-
ibly are a bit exaggerated, until you re-
nember that they are being uttered by
nen whose official stature and grave re-
ponsibilities suggest caution, restraint and
cceuracy as fundamental fools of their
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trade. The inescapable conclusion has to be
that if either of these gentlemen is reason-
ghly cloge to the facts in his evaluation of
the other, the United States is in for rough
sledding the next four years.”

The point this paper makes is well taken.
If the charges candidates make against
each other are anywhere near the truth,
then it would show glaring deficiencies in
men already in high office and running for
still higher office. But if they are not right
in -their estimation of each other, then
what they speak is not the truth and this
fact diminishes thelr stature,
~ This econclusion holds true even within
a political party. For instance, one gover-
nor, before hig party had decided upon its
candidate, said that the man who later won
the nomination “has come to stand for a
whole crazyguilt coilection of absurd and
dangerous positions that would be soundly
repudiated by the American people in No-
vember,” But after the nomination, this
same official extended congratulations and
pledged his full support! Another, who in
October called hig party’s candidate “a
man of courage and integrity who has not
ducked the issues,” had stated previously,
in July, that the same candidate spoke in
a ‘“‘dangerous, irresponsible and frighten-
ing” manner!

Such shifts in attitude make many won-
der if the initial charges were true. If not,
then why should they have been made? On
the other hand, if these men sincerely be-
lieved that what they said was true, then
why did they not maintain their integrity
to truth and principle and stay by what
they charged?

What can be observed from all such tac-
tics within a political party or between po-
litical groups is this: For many who are
in positions of governmental responsibility
politics almost always comes before moral
considerations.
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The Painful Truth

The truth of the matter, however pain-
ful, is just as was noted by & newspaper
editorial that said: “The truth is that, as
the history of the country amply demon-
strates, neither party is conspicuously bet-
ter than the other in moral terms, . .,
under the best of circumstances the cor-
rupting pressures on government are so
strong that it is impossible to guarantee
that no wrongdoing will ever occur.”—New
York Times, October 23, 1964.

However, can the masses really expect
total integrity, honesty and morality in
‘government today? They need to remem-
ber that we are living in a time of moral
decline. So people should ask themselves
who their leaders are, where they came
from and what they reflect, In answer they
will find that these men are their neigh-
bors, they are part of the community in
which they reside, and are part of the way
of life of the very ones who vote them
into office, What it boils down to is this:
If politicians are “sick,” so is society at
large, for politicians are a cross section of
the people they represent. So when mug-
slinging, immorality and dirty polities are
quickly condemned by people in general,
they are actually condemning themselves,
for it is out of their own attitudes and hab-
its, yes, from their own kind, that leaders
are developed.

Honest persons face the sad fact that
human society throughout the entire world
ig ailing. Immorality, a decline in honesty
and integrity, is rampant worldwide, This
is reflected in the men who occupy posi-
tions of responsibility. As an article en-
titled “We Want Our Politicians to Be
Hypocrites,” printed in the October 17,
1964, Saturday Evening Post, stated: *Peo-

ple are demanding that their spokesmen
act not merely as administrators or leaders,
but as priests and votaries of the political
dogmas and liturgy that are in fashion.”
The author also said that seekers of public
office are pressured to hide their convie-
tions to win public support. So the general
public cannhot shift their responsibility for
producing leaders who are usually no bet-
ter or no worse than they are,

Something Better

Many who want to see dignity, integri-
ty, truth and morality in government are
left with a feeling of futility when they see
political campaigns such as the recent ones,
They yearn for something hetter. But
where can they turn? Even religious lead-
ers—unlike the early Christians, who were
“no part of the world”-—urged their pa-
rishioners to take sides in the recent politi-
cal conflict. So those who look to such reli-
gious organizations for guidance are told
that their hope lies in this present system
of things and what they can make of it.
—John 15:19, :

Yet the Bible holds forth a very differ-
ent hope. It points to God's promise of a
righteous heavenly government that will
administer the affairs of all the earth, It
shows that we are living in the time when
that hope is to become a reality, Read it
for yourself in your Bible at Second Peter
chapter 3, Matthew chapter 24, and Luke
chapter 21,

Then consider the recent political elec-
tions again, and perhaps you will see that
they have helped you. How? In that they
have alerted you to the fact that, at best,
human government is not able to provide
what men of integrity look for in govern-
ment, That only God can do.
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By “Awakel" correspondent in Japan

S'PYHE GREAT DAY IS HERE! wag

the announcement in large letter-
ing in the Tokyo newspaper Mainichi of
October 10. For the thousands of officials
and athletes around the world who had
planned and toiled in preparation during
the past four years it was indeed a great
day, as the eyes of many people and na-
tions in the world were focused on the
city of Tokyo, where the 18th Olympic
games were beginning,

Although it was a sports festival, reli-
gion received its share of publicity in con-
nection with the games. The “sacred”
flame, carried from the town of Olympia
in Greece to Japan by air and then over
land and sea, was a reminder that the
games originated in ancient Greece to hon-
ar the pagan god Zeus.

Arriving in Japan, the flame was divided
into four and carried by runners over the
length of Japan. On the day before the
games the Olympic flame was transferred
to a cauldron at the Imperial Plaza in the
presence of the president of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee and other offi-
cials. In the evening, at the direction of
“High Priestess” Aleca Katselis, who had
lighted the original flame in Greece, 35,000
spectators waiched an urn installed at the
Korakuen Stadium lighted by the flame.

On the following day the flame was
transferred by a series of runners to the
Wational Stadium, where the opening cere-
monies were held. There, with much pag-
eantry and under brilliant skies more
than 80,000 spectators and 7,060 athletes,
coaches and officials from 94 countries
watched the final Japanese torch runner
light the Olympic flame urn at the stadi-
um. Then the Emperor of Japan declared
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the games open and received the salutes of
the Olympians as they marched past the
royal box,

Shinto, the national religion of Japam,
too, lent ifs blessings to the games, Time-
honored court dances and music were sol- -
emnly dedicated to the Meiji Shrine in
Tokyo in the presence of Olympic officials,
a Roman Catholic Church dignitary and
a member of the Japanese Imperial family.
Prayer was offered for the sucecess of the
garmes,

In the Olympic Village a young couple
of the Bulgarian delegation was married.
They exchanged their marriage vows be-
fore an aliar that was adorned with the
Olympic flag and a large photo of the
“sacred” Olympic flame. In explanation, a
member of a Japanese news agency ¢on-
nected with the ceremony said: “Instead
of the Japanese god we have the sacred
fire and the Qlympic flag.”” After the thirty-
mimiie ceremony, presided over by three
Shinto priests, the bridal couple drank the
traditional three cups of saké, a Japanese
wine. ' _

Attendance at the National Stadivm was
between 70,000 and 80,000 every day for
the two-week period. For the daily swim-
ming contests 15,000 jammed into the hew-
ly constructed indoor pool, Over 1,000 for-
eign journalists joined the Japanese
newspaper representatives to give the wid-
est news coverage possible, The Syncom-3
communications satellite gave a picture
report of the games to viewers in North
America and Europe.

Doing everything possible to make the
games a Ssuccess, the Tokyo Municipal
Government spent hundreds of millions of
yen installing new subway lines, extending
others, and improving roads. The Mono-
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rail line from Tokyo International Airport
to downtown Tokyo was completed. Thou-
sands of workers with brooms and other
cleaning equipment gave a finishing touch
to Tokyo's usually clean streets. Flowers
in boxes were laid along the principal
_routes of travel.

In the athletic contests eleven hew
world records and twenty-six new Olympic
records were established in track and field
alone. As predicted, the United States and
the Soviet Union won the greatest num-
" ber of gold, silver and bronze medals
awarded to the first three finishers in each
event. The overall tally showed that the
Soviet Union amassed a total of 96 medals
and the United States 90. However, the
presidant of the International Olympic
Committee, Avery Brundage, said the med-
al tables “are completely misleading.” He
stated that the compiling of these tables
should be discontinued, saying that the
games are contests between individuals
and not between nations. He added that if
awards are to be given they should be
given to the city of Tokyo for the “warm
and friendly hospitality, for efficient orga-
nization and administration and for sen-
sational pageantry.'

Speaking out on another aspect of the
games, a Japanese newspaper, The Yomiu-
ri, quoted Mr. Brundage as saying that he
wants to get rid of one of the games’ most
solidly entrenched rituals-—the victory
ceremony. He expressed his desire to abol-
ish the practice of raising the national
flags of the winners and the playing of
their national anthems, Why? Because, he
stated, “they only help to generate ex-

treme nationalism.” He admitted that “ex-
treme nationalism was affecting the spirit
of the games, and should be discouraged in
every way possible.” As & measure to keep
things in check he favored the elimination
of team sports and the keeping of con-
tests on an individual basis.

What did the multitude of wvisitors
think of life in Tokyo? Almost without ex-
ception they found the Japanese people
polite, friendly, clean and helpful. Some
found the language barrier and the high
cost of pleasure and night life disappoint-
ing. Others felt lost. But such things are
to be expected in the most heavily popu-
lated city in the world.

On Saturday night, October 24, the
games came to a close in a final blaze of
hationalistic and religious pageantry. For
an hour 75,000 spectators watched as the
national anthems of Greece, Japan and
Mexico were played. The Greek flag was
hoisted to represent the birthplace of the
games, then the Japanese flag to represent
the host nation, and finally the Mexican
flag representing the host nation for the
1968 games. The audience saw the “sacred”
flame slowly extinguished and the Olym-
pic flag lowered. Then they watched the
participating athletes mingle arm in arm
and march around the stadium in a final
procession, Lending color to the ceremony
was a group of New Zealanders who per-
formed a Maori war dance and concluded
with a series of Japanese bows before the
imperial box, where members of the royal

" family were sitting, The games thus con-

cluded until their renewal in Mexico four
years hence,

HEAVIER LUNGS FOR MEN

& The average man's lung weighs three and a half pounds; the average
woman's, twWo and three-guarters pouhds. Even proportionately a man’s
lung is heavier than a woman’s, a man’s accounting for one thirty-sey.
enth of his body weight; a woman’s, only one forty-third. How many air
sacs are there in a good-sized pair of lungs? Some 600 million air sacs,
If these were spread out Bat, they would cover 2,600 square feet.
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WE KNEW
IT WAS

UR eighty-year-cld mother, Clara King,
is active in the ministry. So are her
ten children, twenty-four grandchildren
and the mates of these who are married,
accompanied by her five great-grand-
children. Along with twelve of the in-laws,
that makes fifty-two members of the fam-
ily either sharing in preaching the good
news of God’s kingdom or training to do so.
How did it come about? Let me tell you.
One afternoon in 1939 two zealous wit-
nesses of Jehovah visited our farm home
in Western Australia. Mother and one
daughter were the only ones at home when
they called. My sister, in her late teens,
was most impressed by the Scriptural an-
swers they gave to her many questions
during several hours of discussion. But
mother, a devout member of the Church
of England, was very much opposed to the
Witnesses because of what the local minis-
ter had said about them.
That evening when I came home my
older sister enthusiastically shared with
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me what she had learned, and together we
started to read the Bible booklets the Wit-
nesses had left. Right through until 3 a.m.
we studied and all next day and for sev-
eral days to follow; we eagerly devoured
the precious truths of God’s Word. Then
we declared to the rest of the family at
home that we were going to be witnesses
of Jehovah God. This met with severe op-~
position from our mother and eldest broth-
er, although the second-eldest brother
showed interest and wished to talk person-
ally with the Witnesses.

Progressively Learning the Truth

Fagerly we waited for the Witnesses to
return, and when they did we besiegad
them with questions and requests to play
for us all the recorded sermons of J. F.
Rutherford, then president of the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society. When they
finally left several hours later, we had
each obtained a Bible and a whole set of
volumes for Bible study, but mother firm-
Iy refused permission for the Witnesses to
come back and help us study. This did not
discourage us, however, and we kept on
studying by ourselves and telling neighbors
and visitors what we learned. Mother
threatened and she pleaded with us to stop,
our eldest brother ordered us out of the
house, but we knew we had found the true
religion and we could not let it go. Happily
two of our other brothers were now taking
a stand for the truth along with us, and
a family of cousins next door chose the
side of the truth.

The months went by and still no further
contact with the Witnesses. World War II
began and the opposition against preach-
ing God’s kingdom was getting keener in
our entire district. About this time our
sister who worked in the city came home
for vacation. She was a nurse and a very
regular churchgoer, so it was arranged
that she come home and knock “this non-
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sense” out of the heads of those of us who
had declared ourselves to be Jehovah's
witnesses. By special concession the Wit-
ness who had brought the truth to us was
invited so that he could be proved wrong
before the whole family. The discussion
started at the lunch table with two definite
sides: We two girls, the visiting Witness
“and our two interested brothers defending
the truth against all the rest of the assem-
bled family. My, what a battle!

At 7 p.m. everyone was still in the same
place at the table, but with one difference.
Our sister who was a nurse had been com-
pletely convinced by the truth from the
Bible and she said that from now on she
would be attending the meetings in Perth
with Jehovah's witnesses instead of going
to church. Opposition still continued on the
home front, but the arguments were get-
ting weaker,

It was not long until my sister and I
realized the need for serving Jehovah to
a greater extent, and so one morning we
started out on horseback. It was agreed
that one of us would go talk to our mar-
ried sister who lived on a farm a few miles
away and the other one would visit all the
farms within a ten-mile radius to tell them
about God’s kingdom. Though we met with
some abuse, we returned home elated at
the end of our first day of service, having
started a Bible study with our married
sister and offered the truth to many others
in the vicinity.

Things began to change rapidly in the
family now. A group Bible study, with the
whole family attending, began to-be held
every Sunday. In September 1940 we four
girls were baptized at a convention of Je-
hovah’s witnesses in Perth in symbol of
our dedication to Jehovah God. What a
wonderful milestone that was in our new
spiritual lives! It was with joy and thank-
ful hearts that during the next year my
gisters and I saw all the rest of the mem-
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pers of the family come to know that this
is the truth. The past two years had seen
many bitter arguments and tears, but now
at last all in the family were ﬁrmly united
as witnesses of Jehovah.

Trials as a United Family

By now it was 1942 and local hatred
had become so intense against our family
because of having become Jehovah’s wit-
nesses that when we went down the street
we were booed and hissed at and our per-
sonal property was battered whenever a
certain element in our district had oppor-
tunity to do so. But some neighbors were
very kind.

Early in the year the war situation
loocked very grim for Australia, and be-
cause we lived in a coastal location thou-
sands of troops were camped in the area.
Our home being in the center, as it were,
of thousands of troops, we saw a great
deal of the men and took every opportu-
nity to witness to them and explain why
we took the stand we did, We made hun-
dreds of friends among these boys and
many of them have since become Witness-
es themselves.

If it had not been for our many genuine
friends in the army, maybe some of us
would not be alive today. They warned us
that we were suspected of being espionage
agents and that we had come very near
being shot at at times,

The propaganda of the local residents
against us was very strong. We went about
our regular routine, attending Bible stud-
ies, and sometimes when we came home
quite late at night we found that our home
had been thoroughly searched during our
absence. Finally the climax came. A staff
car with five top army officers arrived, all
wearing service revolvers, closely guarded
by two van loads of armed soldiers, They
marched to the front door and served us
with orders to be ready to vacate the farm
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within twenty-four hours, as we were det-
rimental to the area. We asked for full
reasons but were given none, We asked if
we could seek legal aid, but this too was
refused. We asked for at least three days
to pack and dispose of our livestock. This
was granted, but the major informed us
that what we were unable to dispose of
within the three days would be shot by
the soldiers and disposed of for us,

Try to imagine if you can what this no-
tice meant to us, This

advisers, and after only three weeks, by
their actions the military admitted their
error, although not verbally doing so. They
returned the family to our home, and many
of the officers and personnel voiced their
apologies for the dreadful thing done to
our family. We were also compensated in
a monetary way. The entire experience
only served to make us more ynited in the
truth and more determined than ever to
keep serving Jehovah with spirit and

. truth, We four single

was our home, Moth-
er had been brought
here as a bride and
we had ail been born
and reared on the
piace. A property of
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‘girls did not return
to the farm, however,
because we now saw
the way opened to
take up the wonder-
ful privilege of the

7,000 acres stocked
with cattle, pigs and pouliry to be disposed
of in three days! Mother was almost belp-
less with grief at leaving her home. For
three days armed soldiers stood over us
while we packed and made arrangements
for the stock, but, I must say, the soldiers
left guarding us were wonderfully kind and
sympathetic. On the third day huge army
vehicles arrived, loaded on our belongings
and took us off to the home of our married
sister in the city. This sister’s husband was
in the Australian Air Forece, but he was
kindness itself to us. It was an unforget-
tably sad day, made endurabple only by the
knowledge that this was happening to us
for the sake of Jehovah's name. How
thankful we were that the entire family
was fully united during this time of trial
and standing together in the strength of
Jehovah! '

As soon as we were seftled in the city
our eldest brother went about seeing legal

full-time pioneer min-
istry. Two brothers also were in full-time
wWrYim,

Through the years we have had other
trials, as all of Jehovah’s people do, but we
have also had many joyful eéxperiences.
Several of my brothers spent time in prison
because of being denied their legal rights
as ministers, and many of our neighbors
continued their hateful attitude toward us
because of our fajth. But many of the fami-
ly have had happy times in the full-time
pioneer ministry, and I for a time accom-
panied my husband in the circuit ministry,
We have all had the joy of taking the
truth ot God's Word to others.

When we heard the Kingdom message
years ago we knew it was the truth. How
happy we are that we took it seriously
and made earnest efforts to help the rest
of our family to accept it! It has made us
a happy, united family, devoted to the ser-
vice of Jehovah God.—Contributed.
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Who Are the
“Other Sheep'?

ESus CHRIST on one occasion spoke of
himself as the “fine shepherd” and of
is followers as “sheep” for whom he
would lay down his life, In this connection
he also said: “I have other sheep, which
are not of this fold; those also I must bring,
and they will listen to my voice, and they
will become one flock, one shepherd.” Who
are these “other sheep”?—John 10:16.

According to Christendom’s Bible com-
mentators in general, the “other sheep”
are the Gentile Christians. Thus Funda-
mentalist Adam Clarke states: “The Gen-
tiles and the Samaritans, As if our Lord
had said, Do not imagine that I shall lay
down my life for the Jews, exclusively of
all other people; no: I shall die also for the
Gentiles.” And the modernist Interpreter’s
Bible (1952) reads: “He will bring into his
flock those who are not of Judaism.” In
the same vein the Roman Catholic (West-
minster) Bible Commentary (1952) says
regarding this text: ‘“The sheep of the
Good Shepherd are not all to be found
within the enclosure of Israel, hitherto the
only pen established by God himself—but
other sheep Jesus must bring from outside
+ + » ‘Other sheep’'—here signify simpiy the
Gentiles.”

Is this the right interpretation of Jesus’
words at John 10:16? No, it is not. Chris-
tendom’s theologians so interpret Jesus'
words because they fail to appreciate that
the Bible holds out two destinies to life
for humankind, although but one salvation,
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through the blood of Jesus Christ. In gen.
eral they teach that there is only one des-
tiny for believers, life in heaven, to be
realized either directly at death or by
way of purgatory, and that the only oth-
er destiny is eternal torment or eternal
destruction.

However, in so holding these theologians
overlook the many promises and prophe-
cies, direct.and implied, that tell of a des-
tiny to earthly life. It is implied in God’s
promise to Abraham. (Gen. 12:3) Since,
as Paul shows at Galatians 3:16, 29, those
whose destiny is heaven are the spiritual
seed of Abraham, it must follow that all
the families of the earth that bless them-
selves in that seed must have another des-
tiny to life, an earthly one. (Gen. 22:18-
18) Further, there is the prophecy that
“the earth will certainly be filled with the
knowledge of Jehovah as the waters are
covering the very sea.”—Isa. 11:9,

Making clear the two destinies are the
words of John at Revelation 21:2-4, where
the Christian heavenly congregation is pic-
tured as the New Jerusalem: “I saw also
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God and pre-
pared as a bride adorned for her husband.
With that I heard a loud voice from the
throne say: ‘Look! The tent of God is with
mankind, and he will reside with them, and
they will be his peoples. And God himself
will be with them. And he will wipe out
every tear from their eyes, and death will
be no more, neither will mourning nor out-
cry nor pain be any more. The former
things have passed away.’ ”

Appreciating that the Bible holds out
two destinies; we can correctly understand
Jesus’ words. The ones of whom he spoke
as being of ‘“this.fold” are those whose
destiny is heavenly, the first of these being
among the very ones to whom Jesus spoke.
The “other sheep” are those whose destiny
is earthly. This is the only construction of
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Jesus' words that is consonant with the
facts and the rest of the Scriptures.

If, as claimed, the sheep that are in ‘“this
fold” refer to just the Jewish Christians,
it would have to follow that that sheepfold
is the Mosaic law arrangement, which
served as a fold for the Israelites. But how
could that be, since Jesus in the same ac-
count speaks of himself ag the door of the
sheep: “Most truly I say to you, Iam the
door of the sheep”? Certainly he was not
the door by which sheep or persons came
into the Mosaic law arrangement. By no
means! More than fifteen centuries previ-
ously Moses had brought the Israelites into
the Law-arrangement sheepfold at Mount
Sinai. This he did by serving as a2 mediator
between Jehovah (God and the Israelites,
—John 10:7. :

Far from Christ’s followers being in the
Law-arrangement fold, he hrought them
out from it by being used by God to end the
entire old law arrangement by his death
on the torture stake: “[God] kindly for-
gave us all our trespasses and blotted out
the handwritten document against us,
which consisted of decrees and which was
in opposition to us; and He has taken it
out of the way by nailing it to the torture
stake.” As far as Jehovah God and Christ’s
followers were concerned, that Jewish
sheepfold arrangement came to an end at
that time.—Col. 2:13, 14,

Then what is “this fold” of which Jesus
spoke? It could be none other than God’s
arrangement by the Abrahamic covenant
to have a seed, Jesus Christ, and the mem-
bers of his body, which, according to Reve-
lation T:1-4; 14:1-3, are limited to 144,000,
All these together constitute the seed of
Abraham, as already noted. True, the first
sheep to enter this sheepfald were the nat-
ural descendants of Abraham, but they
were able to enter this fold only after the
doorkeeper, who could have been none oth-
er than John the Baptist, introduced Jesus
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as the Fine Shepherd to the Jewish sheep.

In connection with his illustration of the
sheep and the Fine Shepherd, Jesus re-
ferred to himself also as the door of the -
sheep. Why? Because it is only in his name
and by union with him as his spiritual
brothers that any creatures can enter into
the Kingdom privileges in the Abrahamic
covenant arrangement, as pletured by “this
fold.” And further, he is also the door of
the sheep in that he is the faithful Exem-
plar. Only by copying him and being con-
formed to his image in faithfulness under
suffering and even to death can anyone
get into the heavenly kingdom and the
privileges of the Abrahamic covenant. As
he said on another occasion: *I am the
way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”
—John 14:6,

Just as a shepherd may speak of all his
sheep together as his flock and yet may
have more than one pen to house them,
so also with Christ Jesus as the “fine shep-
herd.’ He laid his life down for all the

-sheep; all who will get life must be sheep-

like. But not all those who gain life will
have the same destiny. Those who gain
the heavenly destiny are those who belong
to ‘‘this fold,” that is, the Abrahamic cov-
enant arrangement, which includes both
Jews and Gentlles, because “Gotl . . . turned
his attention to the nations to take out
of them a people for his name.”’—Aects
15:14.

As for the “other sheep,” these include
the faithful men of old, the faithful wit-
nesses mentioned at Hebrews chapter 11,
the sheeplike ones of today who are be-
friending Christ’s brothers, even as Jesus
foretold in his illustration of the sheep and
goats, and who have the hope of being
Armageddon survivors, and their offspring
after Armageddon, as well as dead man-
kind in general who will come back to
earth from the memorial tombs.
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The Election Results

& For Lyndon B. Johnson the
American election was viewed
generally as an overwhelming
triumph, Johnson was elected
president by the greatest pop-
ular vote in American history
—42,328,350, compared with
President Eisenhower’s 35,590,
000 in 1956. The people who
went to the peolls numbered
68,1658,000. They represented 78
percent of the total registered
vate, but only 60 percent of
the population of the United
States of voting age. Many
apparently did not favor gither
candidate. The popular wvote
for Johnson was 61.2 percent.
The electoral vote for Johnson
was 486: Goldwater, 52, The
election left the United States
with the nearest thing to a
one-party goverhment since
1936. In the Senate there are
68 Democrats, 32 Republicans,
In the House there are 285
Democrats, 140 Republicans,
That represents & gain of 38
seats for the Democrats. In
the States, goverhorships held
by Democrats numiber 33; by
Republicans, only 17. Obvious-
ly the Republican party was
hurt badly by the election.

Death Penalty for Eight

@ Eight inen receritly received
the death sentence from the
Malawil High Court for the
murder of Elaton Mwacharide,
ane of Jehovah's witnesses who
had decided not to participate
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In the political elections, be-
cause of religious reasons. The
acting judge, L. M. E. Eme-
julu, said that he saw no
grovocation on the part of Je
avah’'s Witnesses, that they
were alive to their civic duties
and engaged in community de-
velopment. The judge further
stated that the Malawi Con-
slitution guaranteed freedom
of consclence; therefore, Jeho-
vah's witnesses were within
their rights net to join any
political party or vote. The
eight men who took part in the
murder of Mwachande were
found guilty and sentenced to
die. They gave notice, how-
ever, of appeal to the nation’s
Supreme Court.

Church Power Poliflcs

® A news release from San-
tiago, Chile, stated that “be-
hind the scenes of the crucial
presidential election in Chile,"
in which Senator Eduardo Frei
wasg elected, “was the Roman
Catholic Church.” Although the
Catholic church tried to stay
in the background, the reli-
gious issue was everywhere,
And the church left no doubt
as to which one of the candi-
dates was its favorite son. Tn-
terestingly, the church-hacked
Christian Democratic party did
everything in its power to con-
vince the public that it had

"no connection with the Roman

Catholic Church. Why? Well,
Chileans are well acquainted

with the Catholie church’s po-
Iitical record.

Teen-Agers and Births

@ Fifteen percent of the births
in the United States today are
to girls under 19 years of age,
the International College of .
Surgeons was told on Septem-
ber 11. Last year 800,000 ba-
bies, a large proportion of
which were conceived in for-
nication, were born to teen-
agers, "One-third io one-half
of all girls who marry in high
school are pregnant at the
time of marrigge,” said Dr.
Mary S. Calderone of New:
York., “This is {n contrast to
one out of slx in the general
population.” Dr. Caiderone
stressed that the teen-age mar-
riage problem is serious be-
cause early marriages are more
likely to end in divarce.

Violence on Telavision

% Senator Thomas J. Dodd of
Connecticut said that there are
“an estimated 62,000,000 tele-
vision gets” in America. These
are operating in 51,200,000
homes. “This means,” he said,
that “each day more than 25
million children, 12 and under,
look at television. These chil-
dren, on the average, spend
more time watching television.
than they do in either school
or church.” The Senator’s point,
however, was mnot television
sets but the increase of vio-
lence, crime and brutality por-
trayed through television. Since
there is a definite link between
the rise of violence on televi-
sion and the rise in youth
crime, the broadcasting ihdus-
try has been warned to cut
down on television violence or
face possible action by Con-
gress, A threeyear study by
the Senate Subcommitiee on
Juvenile Delinquency revealed
that since 1954 there has been
a 200-percent rise in erime and
viclence shown on the televi-
glon screen. Corrective action
was urged by the Subcommit-
tee. Whether any wiil follow
depends much on the public's
demand.

AWARE!



Martinl Law in Sudan .
4 The closing days of Oeto-
ber witnessed the land of Su-
dan in a state of tenslon and
violence. Premier Sir-el-' Khatim
el-Khalifa pleaded with the
people for law and erder. But
on November 11 demonstra-
tors attacked the Unifed States,
the British and the United
Arab Republle embassies in
Khaftoum. There wig no im-
medigle eyvolanation for ihe
rioting.

White-Collar Orime

& The Christian Science Mon-
itor stated that white-collar
crime In the United States has
reached such proportions that
it makes some professional
criminals look like kindergar-
ten crooks. The paper reporis
that “in 1962 it took burglars
900,000 break-ins to pile up a
$171 million public loss. But
insurance companies now es-
timate that American busi-
ness 10523 more that $& mil-

lon a day from employee
thefts. In cash and merchandise
the white-collar bandit carrles
liome fhore than a billion dol-
lars a year, This may dome
es surprise,” “But here Is
the shock,” the paper says:
“Many dishonest acts are com-
mitted not by rank-and-flle em-
ployees but by executive and
supervisory personnel, many
with the advantage of a col-
eze degrel

Bolivia Seeks Calm

@ A revolt swept Bolivia In
which at least 40 persons were
killed and 150 wounded. The
revolt tumbled the old regime
and ushered in a new govern-
ment with Gen, René Barrien-
tos, 44, as its president. For-
mer Presldent Victor Paz
Estenssoro fled into Peruvian
exile on November 4.

Clircumelsion Reconsidered
@& The faithful Hebrew Abra.
ham was fthe Hrst among

earth’s Inhabitants to be told
of clrcumcision, and this was
by his God Jehovah. That was
almost 4,000 years ago. Now
modern physicians are urging
circumcision to prevent cancer
of the male sex orfgan and to
cut down the number of malig-
nancies of the neck of the
womb among women. Science
News Letter for October 31
stated that “the reason for cir-
vaeshun s fieaniiness, to pre-
vent accumulation of an irri-
tating mixture called smegma
in the narrow space hetween
the male glans and the over-
lying foreskin. There is little
cervical cancer among Jewish
women, studies have shown,
and this is believed due to the
fact that Jewlsh males are cus-
tomarily circumcised.” About
25,000 American women devel-
op cervical cancer every year,
and the report says that be-
tween 2,000 and 6,000 men have
sex-Or'gan cancer.

A fatal disease!

Don’t fall into this errori
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“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other
_hame would smell as sweet,” said Shakespeare. True, but how,
in words, can you distinguish between the sweetness of the
rose and, for example, that of the gardenia except by name?

A name, then, is a distinguishing mark of identification, and
particularly so if the name has significance in itself—like
“Jehovah’s witnesses.” This name identifies Jehovah’s witness-

es for what they are: servants of the Almighty God, Jehovah.
It sets them apart from others who are also called “Christians”
because it distinguishes them for what they do: bearing testi-
mony to Jehovah’s name and kingdem. In preaching from
house to house and conducting home Bible studies Jehovah's
witnesses are unique in modern days, although it is the same
method of preaching that identified Jesus as *the faithful and
true witness,”—Rev, 3:14; 1:5; Luke 13:22; John 18:37.

1965 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses

conteins & record of preaching activity consistent with the
name “Jehovah’s witnesses.” In metropolitan cities and tropi-
cal jungles, in mountains and degerts, on large continents and
remote islands of the sea, the same “good news” is being
preached. Read about it! Enjoy the thrilling experiences and
blessings encountered during this memorable year,

Send for your copy of the 1965 Yearbook, (Available in En-
glish and Spanish.) It is 3/6 (for Australia, 4/-; for South
Africa, 35¢), Send also for the beautiful and faith-inspiring
calendar for 1965. (Available in English, Danish, Dutch,
French, German, Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and
Swedish.) It is only 1/9 (for Australia, 2/-; for South Africa,

17e).
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