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“ft is already the hour for you to awake.”

~—Romans 13:11
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O YOU walk several
feet ahead of your
wife to show your posi-
tion as head of the
house? Or do you speak
disparagingly of your
wife to others out of fear
that kind words would
imply that you are ‘henpecked”? Believe
it or not, this is the practice in some com-
munities.’ You may agree that the man
should be head of the house, but still you
probably say, “That's taking headship a
little too far.”

Nevertheless, in a society where the
family is the basic unit it is proper that a
man should take his responsibility as fam-
ily head seriously. Some family heads,
though, have difficulty in adjustihg them-
selves to the home environment because
of the highly competitive atmosphere in
which they must work all day, where
the big-man-kick-little-man attitude often
alienates the overseer from his fellow work-
ers. The boss wants 1o get as much out of
his men as he can, while the men want to
get as much out of the boss as they can.
His presence will stimulate activity, but
will not always be welcome. Perhaps you
would like to improve conditions under
which you work but are not in position to
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do so. However, you can
do something ahout con-
ditions in the home
where you are the head.
Your homecoming can be
something that the whole
family looks forward to,
or it can be a time when
your wife says, “Look out, kids, your fa-
ther’s coming!”

Something that makes any of us feel
good is when the boss comes along, notices
the good work we are doing and commends
us. Nothing is more discouraging than al-
ways to have one’s mistakes noticed and
bad work returned, while good work seem-
ingly goes unnoticed, taken for granted.
When we stop to think about it, we know
that we are getting paid for doing the job
right, but we still appreciate a little pat on
the back. Now, if a husband feels that way,
would it not be reasonable to conclude that
a wife does too?

She will soon sense it if her housekeep-
ing and cooking are being taken for grant-
ed. She works hard to have the house
clean and the meal ready on time, Perhaps
she has spent a lot of time looking through
magazines to find a new recipe. She has
changed her dress and tidied her hair, and
now here comes her husband. Coat thrown
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there, shoes kicked off here, he gobbles
down the meal without noticing anything
different, then sinks back in the armchair
buried in a newspaper. What a disappoint-
ment! If only he had said something that
showed a little appreciation. It would have
required very little effort, and it would
have meant so much. Empathy, putting
oneself in the place of the other person,
makes all the difference. It can turn a
bosslike head into a loving hushand.

An ingpired writer
of the past made
clear that this is a
basic factor to keep
in mind in exercising
husbandly headship.
He wrote: “A hus-
band is head of his
wife,” and he added, “Husbands ought to
be loving their wives as their own bodies.
He who loves his wife loves himself [be-
cause they are one flesh since marriage],
for no man ever hated his own flesh; but he
feeds and cherishes it.”" (Eph. 5:23, 28, 29)
Or, as Jesus Christ put it, we ‘should do to
others as we would like them to do to us.’
(Matt. 7:12) Such a simple rule, but so
difficult for some to apply. It is as the
West German magazine Kristall comment-
ed: “In place of the understanding fatherly
type, we now have the rushed robot that
arrives home from work worn out and un-
approachable.” All right, so you have been
pushed around all day, but why make your
home as unpleasant as the place where you
work? Why not make it a place where
there is an atmosphere of love and mutual
refreshment?

In a commendable effort in this direc-
tion, many fathers have come to appreciate
the need for some religious activity in the
home, and set aside time each week for
a family Bible discussion. Care must he
exercised, though, to see that this does not
become simply a duty performed, like a
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Protect Yourself Against
Fraudulent Business Practices.

To Wed or Not to Wed?

weekly meeting at the workshop where the
boss delivers a short speech that no one
woutld dare to miss but in which no one is
interested. The family ean always be com-
mended for getting together on time and
for the gooed comments that they make,
The discussion must be kept lively and
practical. The children, for instance, go to
school and mix with a wide variety of oth-
er children. What problems do they face?
How can the information studied be of help
to them? What is
needed is not just an
academic approach
but one that takes in
each member of the
family and his indi-
vidual needs. Such a
Bible discussicn can
be very upbuilding, and one to which all
will look forward.

This peints up an important fact about
a happy home environment. It comes
about, not regardless of what the family
head does, but because of what he does.
How much effort do you expend in this be-
half? Have you become just a mechanical
breadwinner, or do you have a genuine love
for your wife and children? You may be
very generous, showering your wife with
gifts and yet notice that there is not the
same response as there used to be. Per-
haps she feels that your gift-giving has be-
come perfunctory. If this is the case, use
a little more initiative, giving a gift when
it is not expected. It is not that the gift

-is an expensive one, but it comes as a sur-

prise and says, “Thank you, Darling, for
all the effort and cooperation in making
our home such a happy place.” By taking
your responsibility seriously, always hav-
ing empathy, commending wherever pos-
sible, and being alert to ways of showing
appreciation, you can avoid the repu-
tation of heing a family boss, and show
that you really are a loving husband.
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CES intelligent life exist in

outer space? Science-
fiction writers have long been
writing fantastic stories about
“people” on other planets, How-
ever, much more reliable scien-
tists have now begun to talk
seriously about the possibility
that life will be found elsewhere
in the universe.

Fordham University chemist
Bartholomew Nagy recently led
a team that thought it had
found microscopic fossil life
forms in a metearite that fell
in France a hundred years ago.
Spectacular newspaper reports
termed this positive proof of
extraterrestrial life. However,
they did not give equal space to
the fact that other scientists
pointedly disagreed.

Scientists have conferred
with a U.S. Congressional com-
mittee on the possibility that
life could be found on other
planets. The principal conclu-
sion at the time was that even
if material life does exist elge-
where, no one was willing to
spend the fantastic sums of
money that would be necessary
to get in touch with it.

Other Kinds of Life

V. Axel Firsoff, writing in
the British scientific publica-
tion Discovery, said astrono-
mers have considered “the
problem of life beyond the

Barth . . . strictly from the
narrow viewpoint of terrestrial
organisms . . . it is beginning

to be widely felt that this one-
sided approach has become out-
dated.”” Scientists no longer

SEPTEMEBER 8, 1964

think all life must be our kind
of oxygen-breathing, water-
drinking life. Firsoff proposes
“only one selected alternmative
scheme of ‘pseudo-organic
chemistry’ in which liquid am-
monia replaces water.” He says
many other possibilities exist,
but suggests that ammonia in
the atmosphere of the giant
planets and perhaps on some of
their satellites could support
this kind of life. “Jovian ani-
mals,” he says, “could breathe
nitrogen and drink liquid am-
monia. Whether they do re-
mains to be seen,”

Dr. Ralph E. Lapp, special
editor of the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists, thinks the
places where life may exist are
too far away for man ever to
reach. The still theoretical ion
rocket may someday be used to
attain the fantastic velocity of
a hundred miles a second. But
even at that speed our closest
stellar neighbor in space, Alpha
Centauri, is eight thousand
years away! Since it is not imag-
inable that man could travel
such distances, Lapp proposes
we listen for them. He thinks
he knows what radio frequen-
cies an intelligent society would
use to communicate from re-
mote space—frequencies close
to the 21-centimeter hydrogen
note. In 1960 the 1.8, National
Radio Astronomy Observatory
near Greenbank, West Virginia,
tried listening to two of the
nearest stars, but without ini-
tial success. Lapp thinks an in-
telligent society could send an
understandable message to
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Earth. “The basic reason for my opti-
mism,” he wrote in Harper’s magazine, “is
that if we do establish contact with an exo-
society [a society outside the solar system]
it is probable that their technology is more
advanced than ours. We may find that we
are dealing with vastly brighter beings.”

Interstellar Warnings

Sehastian von Hoerner, of the Astrono-
misches Rechen-Institut in Heidelberg,
Germany, thinks that more “advanced”
planets may have been through cycles of
self-destruction and would have something
to say to Earth's young civilization now
approaching a great crisis. Writing in
Science, a technical magazine published by
the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, he said: ‘““The civilizations
we find will very probably be much older
than we are, and they will be more ad-
vanced. Qur chance of learning from them
might be considered the most important
incentive for our search.” Time magazine,
commenting on Von Hoerner’s views, sug-
gested that perhaps there is “an old, wise
civilization that has survived many crises
and is trying to warn the callow earth
against the mistakes of its own youth.”

Professor Shapley says: ‘““The high prob-
ability of the existence of senses, and of
sense organs, how unknown to man is pro-
posed. Their existence is indeed so reason-
able as to seem axiomatic. . . . Many reali-
ties may lie beyond the comprehension of

human terrestrials, simply hecause our out-

fitting of sense organs is limited.”

Dr. Lapp adds: “Think of the knowi-
edge we could gain if planet X is far ad-
vanced and is already familiar with the
discoveries, inventions, and evolutionary
steps which are still in our future. Think
of the impact which such knowledge could
have upon our lives, upon our philosophy
and cur religion. These matters are now
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being discussed quite seriously by reputa-
ble scientists.”

Life DOES Exist in Space!

The amazing fact is that life does exist
in space—life that has senses and ecapaci-
ties man has never imagined! Further, con-
tact with it has been made! The simple
fact is that the scientists are looking too
low. They are looking for an “evolved”
kind of life, based on the type of chemical
processes still-young man has thus far dis-
covered.

However, they have made a great step
forward, They have begun to realize that
not all life has to be the kind we know,
and not all phenomena need to be the kind
we understand. This is of interest to the
Bible believer who has long recognized the
existence of a kind of life many scientists
refused to admit. The evidence is clear that
this life exists, though many men, like
children at the edge of the sea, do not
imagine the marvels that exist beyond the
reach of their limited knowledge.

The life that unquestionably does exist
in space does not require powerful radio
signals to communicate with men, Nor
does it depend on man’s ability to build ra-
dio telescopes to receive its messages. No
21.6-year time lag is necessary for a round-
trip message, as would be the case for ra-
dio communication traveling at the speed
of light between earth and relatively near-
by Tau Ceti. No 2,000-year wait is neces-
sary for the answer to a question from a
more distant source.

Ask one of Jehovah’s witnesses if life
exists elsewhere in the universe. He will
answer: “Certainly it does!”” He knows
that it exists on a scale far higher than life
forms requiring the same chemical ele-
ments found on earth, or having only our
limited number of senses. '

Further, he knows that this intelligent
life, much older and wiser than man, has
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something very important to teach us;
that it has a vital warning for Earth’s
young civilization in the face of its present
great crisis, and that it has warned of the
destruction of the world of unbelieving
mankind, and has shown the way of es-
cape. The impact this warning should have
“upon our lives, upon our philosophy and
our religion” is overwhelming.

Persons who consider this revelation be-
neath their intelligence are themselves the
onies who are looking too low. In confining
their investigations to the visible universe,
they look far beneath the magnificence of
what actually does exist, and dangerously
ignore its warning.

More Information than They Expect

Splendid creatures from what men call
“outer space’ were used by God to explain
his requirements to faithful men three and
a half millenniums ago—long before the
epoch of modern radio or twentieth-century
science! Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
truthfully wrote under inspiration that the
Law given to Moses was ‘“‘transmitted
through angels.” The Law they transmit-
ted from God included severe warnings of
what would happen if the people who ac-
cepted it failed to remain faithful to their
God—these were warnings from space that
proved to be amazingly true!'—Gal. 3:18,

The word “angels” means “messengers.”
These invisible messengers in space, far
wiser and more powerful than any material
life man knows, have transmitted out-
standing predictions and warnings of the
future. The fulfillment of the things they
were used to foretell is the greatest proof
of their existence, and of the fact that the
men who wrote their predictions and warn-
ings really were in touch with them. Let
us consider two different examples, one
that has already been accomplished in de-
tail, and another that presents a serious
warhing for our day.

SEPTEMBER 8, 196}

Two thousand five hundred years ago,
in a message much easier to understand
than the coded communications radio as-
tronomers hope to hear from space, an
angel told Daniel the Hebrew that Per-
sia, then ruling as a world power, would be
overthrown and replaced by Greece. This
actually did occur! The messenger from
space said: “I have come to cause you to
discern what will befall your people in the
final part of the days.” He gave “a vision
vet for the days to come,” which foretold
the major events of world history from
Daniel’s time down to our day!

He described, in advance, kings who
would rule Persia. He foretold the Greek
Empire’s taking Persia’s place as a world
power. He announced the division of Alex-
ander the Great's Greek Empire into four
parts at his death. He predicted the re-
placing of Greece by Rome. The angel fur-
ther described the modern world struggle
between democratic and totalitarian gov-
ernments. He told of the world’s impending
“time of distress such as has not been made
to occur since there came to be a nation.”
He announced that the archangel Michael
would stand up to protect God's people at
the “time of the end” of this troubled and
wicked world, where we now find our-
selves.®

Certainly the angel who gave this mes-
sage gave far more information than
scientists hope to gain from creatures on
another planet. Daniel was not writing on
his own authority. How would he have
known, two hundred years in advance, what
Greece would do? How could he have pre-
dicted its split into four parts after Alex-
ander’s death? How could he have fore-
told what would happen hundreds of years
later in Rome, or some 2,500 years later
in our century? No man could have pre-
dicted this. Rather, this was a vastly su-

* See the Eible book of Daniel, chapters 1012, and
chapters 10-13 of the boak '"‘Your Will Re Done on
Earth,” publizhed by the Watch Tower Soclety,
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perior “wisdom from above.”—Jas. 3:11%.

A Far Greater Wisdom

This ‘wisdom from space’ warns of the
destruction of our present ‘‘civilization” in
a far more specific way than any “old, wise
civilization” in space could do. This de-
struction is discussed in detail in the Bi-
ble book of Revelation, which opens with
these words: “A revelation by Jesus Christ,
which God gave him, to show his slaves
the things that must shortly take place.
And he sent forth his angel and presented
it in signs through him to his slave John.”
That revelation contains angelic warnings
of the destruction that now faces an un-
believing human society. Heavenly mes-
sages warn of man’s failure to establish
righteous conditions, and foretell divine in-
tervention. The political vine of disobe-
dient mankind is gathered and hurled “into
the great wine press of the anger of God.”
However, the angel let John know that a
righteous government is to come “down
out of heaven from God,” and that by
means of it God “will wipe out every tear
from their eyes, and death will be no
more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor
pain be any more.”—Rev. 1:1; 14:19; 21:
14. .

This is not fiction! Rather, it is a divine
message, transmitted through a mighty
spirit creature from outer space. It repre-
sents a wisdom far greater than man's,
" That wisdom warns humankind against
continuing its present course, and foretells
the blessings that will come to those who
heed the divine warning, flee from the
world’s course, and receive lifc under the
righteous new conditions the Creator soon
will establish on earth.

The divine message from space said:
“These words are faithful and true; yes,
Jehovah the God of the inspired expres-
sions of the prophets sent his angel forth
to show his slaves the things that must
shortly take place. And, look! I am coming
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quickly. Happy is anyone observing the
words of the prophecy of this scroll.”
—Rev, 22:6, 7.

Far Superior Creatures

Thus, the scientists are looking too low.
A much higher form of life than many of
them are willing to imagine does exist. It
has contacted man, not through man’s ra-
die, but through powers of communication
far superior to the accomplishments of
modern science. It is not limited to “poten-
tially life-supporting planets,” and isnotan
evolutionary civilization that has pro-
gressed beyond earth’s. Rather, it was cre-
ated vastly superior to human life by the
Creator, who made the awesomely mag-
nificent material universe. The proof it ex-
ists is the prophecy-filled Bible. This “‘wis-
dom from above” has not come about by
trial and error, but it has warned men of
what is about to happen, and it would be
foolish not to lsten.

What kind of life the Creator has pro-
duced elsewhere is not known to man, But
one fact is sure: He has produced creatures
far superior to man. He created them be-
fore he created man, and he has used them
to communicate with men. Through them
he announced, long in advance, marvels he
will perform. And he has used them to give
a small glimpse of the magnificent condi-
tions that are in the immediate future for
those of mankind who will heed his warn-
ings.

Will you listen to this mature advice
from space? Will you study the Book that
the Creator of all things inspired? Will you
learn from the Bible what is about to hap-
pen on earth, and what you can do to sur-
vive the impending destruction? The intel-
ligent course is not to turn a deaf ear to
this message, but to listen, and to accept
the spiritual warning, which is rejected by
many people who are looking for inferior,
physical life in space,
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&V IGARETTES PERIL HEAILTH,

U.S. REPORT CONCLUDES.”
Such was the headline in the January 12,
1964, issue of the New York Times, which
went on to tell about the 150,000-word re-
port by a panel of ten impartial authorities
in several health fields, based on an evalua-
tion of almost 12,000 studies of smoking's
effect on health, Cigarette sales declined
about 25 percent.

A few weeks later, on March 15, the
same newspaper reported: “CIGARETTE
SALES ARE REBOUNDING. Decline Fol-
lowing Surgeon General’s Health Report Is
Now Less Severe.” Then in June the sur-
geon general said that cigarette sales in
April 1964 had soared to 44 billion ciga-
rettes shipped from factories. This was an
increase of two billion cigarettes above the
same month a year ago! Any decline in
the nation’s smoking, he explained, was
probably due to some young persons’ not
taking up the habit after the government
report. Thus the majority of smokers in
the United States, estimated at about 70,~
000,000, never really quit.

Why? Yes, why, especially in view of
what the government report revealed? It
disclosed that “cigarette smoking con-
tributes substantially to mortality from
certain specific diseases and to the over-all
death rate.” The greatest risk in smoking,
it forcefully stated, was lung cancer; but
other diseases were lnked to smoking,
such as various forms of heart disease,
gastric ulcers, bronchitis and ecirrhosis of
the liver, Studies indicate, the report said,
that those who smoke one to two packs a
day have an overall death rate 90 percent
higher than for nonsmickers. As for lung
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cancer, cigarette smokers have a death
rate that is almost 1,000 percent higher
than for nonsmokers.

A similar report was released in Britain
in 1962, when the Royal College of Physi-
cians indicted cigarette smoking as a cause
of lung cancer, Cigarette sales slumped for
about a year. Then, despite an oificial cam-
paign urging people to cut down or cut out
cigarette smoking, Britons began smoking
more than ever. Cigarette sales were esti-
mated to be at least 5 percent higher than
they were when the government report
said that eight out of every ten deaths
from lung cancer were caused by cigarette
smoking.

Though measures have been taken in a
number of countries, such as in Denmark,
West Germany and the Soviet Union, to
discourage cigarette smoking, it has gen-
erally increased. Why is this? Is it that
the facts about the danger of smoking are
not known? No, in most cases the smokers
have heard about the peril. In many in-
stances it is an unwillingness to face the
facts, combined with encouragement peo-
ple get from cigarette advertising to keep
on smoking. o

Effect of Advertising
In many countries television and radio
advertise cigarettes daily. In the United
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States a great number of popular shows,
including highly popular medical shows,
are sponsored, at least in part, by ciga-
rette companies, One could hardly expect
a TV physician to tell his patient to stop
smoking! Some smoking ads on TV seem
to be aimed at young people; even if they
are hot, there seems to be little on TV in
the United States to send a 15-year-old
away with the feeling that smoking is not
for him. While the television viewers are
spurred by advertising to smoke a certain
brand of cigarettes, there is little on TV
and radio to warn the public of the health
hazards. Such efforts have been described
as “practically nil.” This is understandable,
since cigarette advertising on TV in this
one country alone cost more than $110,-
000,000 in a recent year.

Newspapers and magazihes, moreover,
have not done a great deal, especially in
the United States, to emphasize the peril
of cigarette smoking. Again this is under-
standable, since almost every issue of a
magazine or newspaper has large ciga-
rette advertisements. Though reports on
smoking studies have appeared in news-
papers, the general story has been frag-
mented. “Few newspapers,” stated the
Consumer Reports, “undertook to present
the full evidence on tobacco.”

This tendeney to play down the perils of
smoking is because many publications de-
pend on cigarette advertising. Using vari-
ous advertising mediums, the tobacco com-
panies in the United States spend about
$200,000,000 a year telling people to
SMQKE! SMOKE! SMOKE'! Who is going
to spend such money telling people not to
smoke? Many governments are in a diffi-
cult position because taxes on cigarettes
and tobacco bring in a large amount of the
budget resources.

Some governments, such as that of the
Netherlands, have earmarked money to

warn against smoking and some have
10

Placed limits on advertising. In Italy, where
all cigarette advertising has been banned,
cigarette smoking has been significantly
inhibited.

But in many countries the advertising
continues and the effect is evident. In a
discussion held by the National Conference
on Smoking and Youth, teen-agers noted
that the antismoking propaganda is not
as vast in magnitude nor as powerful in
impact as the pro-smoking ads. They
claimed that antismoking propaganda is
usually unattractive and is no match for
the alluring advertisements paid for by the
cigarette companies. The teen-agers were
also critical of the schools for “apathy” on
the smoking question. Indeed, in another
panel of youths the expression was made
that teen-agers were “brainwashed” into
smoking by “parents, television, people at
school . . . everybody.”

Bad Examples Everywhere

This points up the fact that many people
keep on smoking because others do. Those
“others” are, all too often, parents them-
selves. No matter how much parents warn
children about the perils of smoking, young
persons who have taken up the habit are
not likely to quit as long as their parents
keep on smoking.

Moreover, there is the pressure to con-
form to the bad examples of other young
persons. If others their age smoke, young
persons feel they must do so. Instead of
conforming to what is right, they con-
form to the erowd.

Then there is the bad example of doctors
themselves. Some doctors, of course, have
now quit smoking, but many still reach for
a cigarette with great frequency. In fact,
some years ago an advertisement in the
United States declared: “More doctors
smoke Camels than any other cigarette.”
So bad is the example of doctors that the
president of the Canadian Medical Associ-
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ation called on doctors to stop smoking or
to refrain from it in front of patients in
order to help stem the “epidemic” of lung
cancer. How can a doctor with cigarette in
hand or a pack in hig shirt pocket convince
his patient that he should stop smoking?

Powerful in effect also is the bad exam-
ple of many of Christendom’s clergy, for it
is an obvious fact that many clergymen are
heavy smokers. What does this say to
adults and especially young people? And
those clergyvmen who do not smoke usually
hesitate to speak out against smoking. At
church affairs and clerical conventions the
air is often heavy with cigarette smoke.

It is small wonder that people do not
stop smoking and that they are apparently
starting to smoke at an earlier age than
ever, despite health reports. At least in
Birmingham, England, a survey made last
year revealed that the average age when
a boy has his first cigarette is nine years,
seven months, Nearly 85 percent of all
boys were said to have smoked by their
fourteenth birthday. And officials on the
Toronto, Canada, Board of Health were re-
cently shocked and disheartened when a
survey among 8,000 school-age children
disclosed that children smoke their first
cigarette at the age of six or eight years.
“If the parents smoke,” an official asked,
“how are we to stop the children from
smoking?"’

“Weak Moral Fabric”

But the bad examples of so many per-
sons do not explain it all. Many persons
know that the hazards of smoking are
great, yet they keep on smoking. In fact,
one survey for the American Cancer Soci-
ety found that 86 percent of the smokers
queried wished that they could give up the
habit. Is it that giving up the habit is im-
possible? No, the medical consensus is
that if a person reaily wants to quit smok-
ing, he can. Even the inveterate heavy
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smoker can break the habit. What, then,
is the trouble? A professor of medicine,
when asked why so many doctors did not
quit smoking, answered: “Weak moral
fabric.”

This points to the trouble with many
smokers who prefer not to smoke, They
lack sufficient willpower and moral deter-
mination to stop smoking. A person who
wants to discontinue may try some of the
antismoking pills or produets, but, without
a firm moral decision, he will likely keep
on smoking. Those who have stopped usu-
ally are those who have made this firm de-
cision. They do not try to taper off, but
they make a complete break from the hab-
it. One heavy smoker who had the moral
fabric to make that decision said it was a
fight for the first three days: “I had ter-
rible headaches and felt ill enough to go to
bed. I was addicted and 1 battled against
an invisible enemy that I was determined
wouldn’t win. Then the fourth morning 1
woke up hungry, my headache was gone
and food had never tasted so good.”

But many persons never make such g
firm decision to win the battle; they never
get around to making the big decision—to
stop completely. A lung cancer specialist at
the Toronto General Hospital, who has seen
to0 many smokers die in agony to be able
to joke about the habit, forthrightly says
smokers are “intellectually destitute and
morally derelict.” Asked what might wake
up a person to give up the habit, he an-
swered: “The information that smoking
can kill him.”

Indifference to Consequences

Even though the evidence is overwhelm-
ing that smoking can kill a person and that
it is linked to many diseases, still there are
multitudinous smokers who will not stop.
Why?

Young perschs who keep on smoking
seem indifferent to the danger because it
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seems too far off. One teen-ager just be-
ginning to smoke said: ‘“Nobody young
worries much about some disease they
might get 40 or 50 years from now.” Death
from lung cancer seems remote to those
who have not seen a person die from it. A
twenty-year-oid girl told a reporter: “Look,
I don't know anybody that’s ever died from
smoking.” Many are undoubtedly indiffer-
ent to the consequences until they come
face to face with grim reality, much as the
story goes about the simple man who was
sentenced by a judge in April to be hanged
in July. He took the news carelessly and
was turning to go back to his cell when a
thought suddenly occurred to him, Turning
back to the judge, he asked, “You don't
mean this coming July, do you, Judge?”

Many are so indifferent to the conse-
quences that even when the danger is im-
mediate, they still puff away heedlessly. In
his book Smoking and Health, Dr. Alton
QOchsner tells about a patient with Buer-
ger’'s disease who was warned of the dan-
ger of amputation if he did not stop smok-
ing. But the doctor had {o amputate. “Nor
is mine a rare experience,” he writes. “A
well-known physician has remarked: ‘1
marvel how intelligent individuals calmly
go about killing themselves.” He, too, had
. . . patients who, despite repeated warn.
ings to stop smoking, preferred to lose
their legs rather than give up the cigarette
habit, . . . Why, indeed, are smokers so in-
tent on suicide? . . . How anyone could
read these statistics and yet continue to
smoke will also always be utterly bewilder-
ing to me.”

One explanation why they keep on smok-
ing must lie in the general attitude of great
numbers of persons toward moral values
and life itself. This is illustrated by the
words of a doctor explaining why he con-

tinued to smoke, as reported in The Satur-
day Review of January 25, 1964:

“T didn't need the government's report to
convince me that smoking can cause cancer
or bronchitis or various forms of heart dis-
ease. I see the evidence almost every day
in the hespital wards or among my own
paticnts, . . . I suppose I'm like many of my
own patients. I've advised them to give up
smoking but they'd rather not. It doesn't
make that much difference to them if some
vears are lopped off their life. Tm very
realistic when I tell them about the prob-
abilities, especially when I point out that
their chances of dying from cancer are
about ten times greater than if they didn't
smoke, But they really don't care. That's
about the size of it. Theoy really don’t care.”

Asgked if he felt the same way, the doctor
replied: “Just about.” .

But what Kind of person are you? Are
you enticed to smoke or to keep on smok-
ing by the alluring and seductive advertise-
ments? Are you letting yourself be brain-
washed into smoking by the poor examples
of schoolmates, friends, fellow employees,
doctors or clergymen? Do you have enough
moral fiber to make a firm decision to stop
and then abide by it?

Do you care encugh for your family to
take care of your health? More than the
smoker’s life is involved; what about the
grief and anguish of the wife whose hus-
band dies in agony at age fifty of lung
cancer? What if there are children? Will
they be smoking, too, as a result of a bad
parental example and headed for the same
tragic end? How much better for fathers
and mothers to set a good example for
their children and eliminate the whole
frightful chain that leads to one tragedy
after another!

If any smoker really cares, not only for
his life, but for his loved ones, he ecan in-
deed stop.

e
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- species but of a different

- race. Yet discovery sxgpidma..”

' awaits us if we keep alive

[

: days of discovery
are not gone. Times
when hardy men set out
for the unknown and un-
explored in search of the
new and exciting may
seem to have faded except for the
few who probe the remaining fron-
tiers of space, jungle, ice and ocean.
Yet the thrill of discovery offers
itself to anyone who wishes to ex-
plore one of the Creator’s most fas-
cinating productions—man himself
in all his variety. .
From babyhood curiosity -J
about one another stirs in us ; i
until, later in life, induced o7

prejudices blind people to the ’

charms, ingenuity and
abilities of others of our ,}:

the curiosity and keen observation of chil-

dren, as when a European child and an

African child, meeting for the first time,
touch each other's skin and look at their

- fingers to see if the respective black and

white rub off.

Little reveals more of the thinking of
one’s neighbor than his language. Certain-
ly this is true of the I.atin peoples of the
Americas. From Spain came an intelligent,
emotional and warm heritage to mix with
the practical, hardy and stoic Indian to
produce a people who, as in Central Amer-
ica, have a unigue distinctiveness and
charm. Look past mere grammar and vo-
cabulary into the idioms and sayings of the
Latin-American people. Ask yourself, “How
do they think it in Spanish?” and an ad-
venture in language is at the threshold.

Spanish reveals a heritage of courtesy
and empathy. Perhaps no word in the En-
glish language matches in courtesy the
Spanish title “Don.” A young man who
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By "Awoke!"
correspandent
in Honduros

has become very fond of an older man and
wishes to show both his respect and af-
fection at the same time finds that calling
him only by his first name would be too
familiar, and usging “Sefior” or “Mr."” with
the last name would be too formal. So he
uses the title “Don” with the older man’s
first name, as “Don Pedro,” and the older
man responds warmly, pleased with both-
the respect and the affection shown him
by the younger man,

The language itself provides for sparing
from insult an acquaintance who may be
of an unpopular group. Merely adding a
diminutive or affectiongte ending to the
word makes an otherwise slighting term
become quite acceptable. During World
War II when being a German was frowned
upon in much of the world, one could iden-
tify a German friend without implying an
insult by calling him a “little German” or
alemancito. Nowadays when North Ameri-
cans are not altogether popular in many
parts of Latin America children may not
know any other way to describe them than
by the snide term “gringo.” Yet a “grin-
guito” is quite all right; so approaching
the home of Honduran friends, the 6-foot,
200-pound American may be amused to
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hear one of the children call out, “Daddy,
here comes the ‘little gringo.”

If you wish to keep your business to
yourself, it is not necessary to tell your
Honduran inquirer to mind his own busl-
ness. Just tel]l him you are going to “make
an errand.” You have not offended him,
and he politely refrains from questioning
you further as to your mission.

On the other hand, Spanish can be very
emphatic in a negative way. What English-
speaking schoolchild has not been correct-
ed for using double negatives? However,
in Spanish the double negative is not only
correct but essential, and what could be
more satisfying than an emphatie triple
negative: “I do not want no sugar in my
tea never!” '

Different Viewpoint

Besides expressiveness, Spanish often
reveals a different way of looking at every-
day activities, sometimes with irrefutable
logic behind it. In English, when someone
calls you, you reply, “I'm coming.” But the
Spanish-speaking person asks, “How can
I be coming when I am not yet there? You
can come to me, but in order to get where
you are I must go to you, not come.” So
he logically responds to your summons,
“There I am going” (“Alld voy”). Similar
reasoning gives him a generous outlook.
We often say we must “take steps” to ac-
complish some project. But steps do not
come to you nor do they just wait to be
picked up and carried away. You must ex-
pend energy, reasons our Spanish friend,
and so he “gives steps.” In many such ex-
pressions, Spanish “gives” where English
Htakes.?7 -

The Spanish language does allow one to
“take’” some things, however. Decisions,
for instance, The Latin feels that when
decisions are presented, they are already
created and you merely choose among pos-
sibilities already in existence. S¢ instead
of “making a decision” he “takes the de-
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cision.” When presenting such choices
English-speaking persons often present
the alternative after saying, “on the other
hand.” Literal translation of this into
Spanish is quite amusing, as one looks first
at one hand and then at the other. So he
says, quite reasonably, “in change.” In
examining the possible choices, one nat-
urally chooses, in English, the one that
is “worth while,” Of course, time, or a
“while,” is worth something. Qur Central-
American neighbor, though, -colorfully
chooses that which is “worth the pain.”

Similar Viewpoints

That the human race is one family with
a common ancestry and common experi-
ence is reflected in common expressions
that are almost the same in different lan-
guages, some almost unchanged, others
with slight but revealing differences, In
English, for example, you ecan reject an
obviously unreaschable offer by saying, “I
wasn’t born yesterday,” whereas in Span-
ish the intended victim retorts, “I'm not
in diapers” (“No estoy en paiales”). If
the deceptive rascal happens to be a thief
as well, he will have “sticky fingers” in
English and be “long of nails” in Spanish.
You ean also warn your friends of such a
villain without a word by simply making
a gesture like a cat extending its claws,
and they will immediately look well to
their purses,

When the North American is “just a
step from” home, his Honduran neighbor
will be “at two steps from” home, And
what the former “takes to heart” the lat-
ter ‘‘takes to breast.” However, the slight
differences in some ideas show a different
way of life, a different setting for a similar
experience. For instance, one who sleeps
soundly in English may be so inert and
motionless as to “sleep like a log.,” But
have you ever seen a child asleep, com-
pletely relaxed, with his legs sprawled at
incredibly awkward angles? If so, you
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will appreciate the Spanish equivalent, “to
sleep at loose leg.” '

When & little one grows up into a
young lady and attends dances, she will
be a “wallflower” at an English-speaking
party if no one asks her to dance, for she
may as well be one of the decorations on
the wall. However, at a Spanish fiesta
chances are she will remain seated all
evening if no one invites her to dance, and
this is referred to as “to iron the seat.”
Some well-meaning young man may under-
take to teach the lonesome young lady
to dance without stepping on her partner’s
toes, but he may have taken on a job that
is too big for him. So an English-speaking
companion may suggest that he has “bit-
ten off more than he can chew.” Can you
imagine the struggles of one trying to wear
a shirt made of eleven yards of cloth? If
$0, you can easily picture why his Spanish-
speaking friend may suggest that he has
“gotten himself into an eleven-yard shirt.”

To “burn the midnight oil,” of course,
means one is working unusually long hours
into the night to accomplish some task.
However, If you use a candle instead of
an oil lamp you may well “burn the eye-
lashes,” as the Latin American might say,
If you suddenly find that the task will re-
guire more effort than you are willing to
expend, you may say, ‘“That is a horse of
a different color.” Horse trading may not
be so common in certain parts of the
Spanish-speaking world, but flour of vary-
ing quality is a common part of life, so it
means the same thing in Spanish to say,
That is ‘“flour from another sack.”

When your partner becomes angry and
explosively loses his temper at you for
having changed your mind, your descrip-
tion of him will be determined by your
background. The English-speaking world
has its Irish and the Spanish its Indian. So
if he is English he “got his Irish up,” or if
'Spanish, “the Indian climbed up in him.”
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Extension of Viewpoint

Gems of wisdom have been condensed
into proverbial sayings in nearly every
language, and Spanish is especially rich in
them. Entire conversations can be carried
on in Spanish with proverbial sayings.
These brief expressions often settle & con-
versation or sound out viewpoints on deli-
cate subjects. Sweethearts may demon-
strate remarkable ingenuity at this game,
Where there are similar proverbs in the
two languages, Spanish frequently extends
the thought. ’

If, for example, your neighbor wants to
trade you some corn that he has only just
planted for some beans you have already
harvested, your English reply may well be,
“A bird in the hand is worth two in the
bush,”” or, in Spanish, “Of more value is
a bird in hand than a hundred flying.” If
you were not wise and you lost heavily in
the foolish bargain, in English you may
be said to have been “fleeced.” The Latin
mind, with its keen insight into human
nature, recognizes that the victim may not
have had the most blameless of motives
himself, perhaps even being a bit greedy.
5o it is said, “He went in after wool and
came out fleeced.” Such kind of persons
are not uncommonly found in one anoth-
er's company, for “birds of a feather flock
together.” But where great flocks of birds
are not so commeon, Spanish observers may
be heard to say, “They are foxes from the
same pineapple patch.”

Persons who have become noted for cer-
tain characteristics may find it difficult to
change; in fact, others may view this
change as impossible, From the Middle
East, where there were leopards, came the
expression, ‘Can a . . . leopard change its
spots? (Jer. 13:23) In Spanish-speaking
tropical countries the people may be more
familiar with monkeys and use this com-
parison: “Although she dresses herself in
silk, monkey she remains.” Familiarity
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with monkeys coming out in troops in the

evening has also given means of expres- .

sion to the advice that if you want to stay
out of trouble, do not go where you know
trouble is likely to occur, So the Honduran
parent wisely advises his youngsters, “He
who does not want to see monkeys, let
him not walk at night.”

Daily Life

The daily life of the people is often re-
flected in their sayings. In English the idea
that everyone eventually suffers a defeat
is expressed in various ways. However,
in Latin America it is the pig that rarely
dies a natural death, and it has been a cus-
tom in many places in Honduras to slaugh-
ter pigs on Saturday. So the Honduran
farmer says, ‘“‘To every pig there comes
his Saturday.” The same farmer may not
have had much education in mathematics,
and he would be quite puzzled to be told
that he was “going off on a tangent.” Yet,
if in conversation you get off the subject
and dwell too long on an unimportant an-
gle, he will express the same thought in
terms with which he has had experience:
You are “dismounting by the tail” or
“elimbing down through the branches.” If
you have ever tried to get offi a donkey
over the tail or climb down a tree without
touching the trunk wyou will understand.

Practical Wisdom

Many Spanish sayings show practical,
down-to-earth observations, and many are
in harmony with Bible principles. The im-
portance of rearing children correctly is
graphically illustrated in this expression:
“Raise crows and afterward they will pluck
out your eyes.” The truth of this observa-

tion is borne out by the increasing number
of juvenile delinquents who, resenting the
failure of their parents to administer prop-
er parental discipline, turn on them with
hatred and even violence. Similarly, anoth-
er effective Spanish comparison, substan-
tiated by Proverbs 22:6, is: ‘“Tree that
grows twisted, never its trunk straightens
up.’!

The English “look before you leap" is
given a very practical application in the
Spanish proverb, “Anfes que e cases, mira
lo gue haces,” or, “Before you matrry, look
what you are doing.” And delving into hu-
man nature, the Spanish sage observed,
“The young one arranges himself in order
to please; the old one in order not to dis-
please.”

Finally, two very down-to-earth gems
point up the Scriptural thought that bad
associations spoil useful habits. (1 Cor. 15:
33) If you associate with bad people, some
of their badness will “rub off” on you. So
in a masterful understatement the Spanish
says: ‘“He who walks in honey, something
sticks to him.” Similarly showing the im-
possibility of staying completely free of
the customs of those you choose for your
company, for good or for bad, is the fol-
lowing blunt comment: “Animals of the
same flock share the same fleas.”

This is but a glimpse into the colorful
personality of our Spanish-speaking neigh-
bors, merely a taste of the enjoyment that
can be yours through knowing your neigh-
bors better. Make the effort. Look at your
fellowman through eyes unclouded by prej-
udice. Examine his way of thinking. You
will discover traits that make you admire
him and qualities that can enrich your own
life.

It is reported in the bhook Language for Everybody that there are 2,796
languages in the world. Which language is used by the largest number of
persons? Why, it is Mandarin, spoken by 505,000,000, mostly in China.
English, which comes next, is spoken by 294,000,000 persons. And S3panish,
a little farther down the list, is the language of 159,000,000 persons,
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ORSHIPED

as gods, ex-
tolled in song,
feared and loved,
the mighty rivers
of the world
have, through
the centuries,
played a singu-
larly important
role in the life of
man. It is not
surprising to
learn that man's
very first home
was located on the
banks of a river and
that his descendants
later settled farther
down in the rich Meso-
potamian valley be-
tween the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.

With the passage of time, the river's
importance to man hag not lessened. There
is'almost no limit to the services and bene-
fits they provide, Without doubt, the first
of these is an abundant supply of that es-
sential commodity—water.

The average citizen in many industrial-
ized countries gives little more than a pass-
ing thought to the significance of that cool,
sparkling stream of water that flows from
a turned-on tap. Where does it come from?
What would we do if it suddenly stopped?
Surely, nothing affects our lives as com-
pletely as water: drinking, bathing, cook-
ing, sanitation—all depend on it. Actually,
life on earth would be impossible without
it, for men, animals and plants must have
it to survive!

River water comes from melting snows
and rainfall, which, in turn, largely come
from moisture lifted from the oceans and
other bodies of water by evaporation and
carried inland to be deposited over the
land masses. Thousands of streams then
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correspondent in
: Venezue|u '

channel the wa-
ter down to the
rivers.

Water from
rivers is often
piped hundreds
of miles to bring
it to cities and
towns that have
no natural supply
close at hand or
whose supply is
inadequate, Semi-
dry southern Cal-
ifornia, in spite

of a mushrooming
population, enjoys wa-
ter made possible in
part by a 233-mile-
long pipeline from the
Colorado River. This
system pierces six mountain ranges with
142 tunnels and is one of the longest of its
kind in the world. In Venezuela we have
another good example. The people in the
state of Nueva Esparta, better known as
the Island of Margarita, now have an am-
ple water supply for the first time in cen-
turies, thanks to a recently completed pipe-
line that runs fifteen miles under the
Caribbean Sea and thirty-six miles over-
land to bring them fresh water from the
Carinicuao River,

If little thought is given to where our
water supply comes from and how it gets
to us, much less is given to where it goes
after it disappears down the drain. All this
used water must be disposed of somehow.
Apain rivers come to man’s aid. They offer
a simple and economical means of disposal
and, if properly regulated, the results are
entirely satisfactory. Rivers have a built-
in system of self-purification that makes
this possible. Bacteria in the stream con-
sume waste products, using great quanti-
ties of oxygen in the process. Algae replace
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the oxygen. These two elements must be
kept in proper balance. This control is pro-
vided in the form of protozoa, which feed
voraciously on bacteria. They, in turn, are
kept in balance by serving as food for
aquatice insects, snails and other lower in-
vertebrates, Small fish eat the insects and
shails, and bigger fish eat the small fish.
Man can upset the whole cycle by dump-
ing more waste into the river than can be
disposed of by the bacteria or by dumping
waste that is toxic to life in the river. Sad
to say, this is becoming a big problem in
many parts of the world.

Agriculture and Industry

An ocutstanding example of the varied
services performed by rivers in man’s be-
haif is found in the Nile. As a provider of
Egypt's water supply and sewage system,
and source of its food supply, the Nile is
the faithful servant of over 27 million peo-
ple. Little wonder that tourist guidebooks
tell us that “the Nile is Egypt, and Egypt
is the Nile.” Egypt's chief industry, agri-
culture, depends entirely on irrigation
from the Nile River. At the present time
only about six million acres are under cul-
tivation, but the Aswan High Dam, now
under construction and expected to be
completed by 1970, will provide water for
the irrigation of two million more acres,

In Afghanistan, the Arghandab and Hel-
mand Rivers are playing similar roles. The
dammed-up waters of these rivers are be-
ing used in a huge irrigation project near
Kandahar that is converting large sections
of the Registan desert into farmland and
changing the lives of former nomad fami-
lies who now own lands and homes for the
first time.

The role that rivers play in industry is
indeed great. The papermaking industry
furnishes a fine example, In Alberta, Cana-
da, the Athabasca River carries thousands
of cords of pine and spruce downstream
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yearly to paper mills. Their conversion in.
to high-quality paper requires more water
daily than is used by the capital city of
Edmonton with a population of about 280,
000 persons!

An abundance of cheap electricity is a
vital factor in the growth and development
of industry. Again rivers step in to serve
man’s needs. Harnessed by dams, their wa-
ters are used to turn huge turbines that
generate billions of kilowatts of electricity
daily, and their potential has hardly been
tapped. There are tens of thousands of riv-
ers around the globe that can be utilized
for the production of electricity.

Just as industries are greatly indebted
to rivers for their supply of cheap electrici-
ty, so too are they aided by the inexpen-
sive transportation they provide. Most of
the large industrial centers of the world
are located where there is easy access to
river highways. These help keep factories
supplied with the needed raw materials
and carry away the finished products, One
of the busiest rivers in the world, the
Rhine, links the famous Ruhr industrial
area with Belgian and Dutch ports and is
a principal outlet of Europe’s system of in-
land waterways. The “beautiful blue Dan-
ube,” thought of by many only in terms
of music and romance, plays a more im-
portant role as cne of the main commer-
cial arteries of Europe. Rising in the Black
Forest of Germany, its some 1,750 miles
of rolling waters serve as a means of water
transportation for eight nations before fi-
nally emptying into the Black Sea.

We must not think, though, that river
transportation is of benefit only to agricul-
ture and industry. In many parts of the
world, rivers serve as the sole means of
travel and communication to otherwise in-
accessible regions. Much of the Amazon
basin would be virtually impenetrable were
it not for the Amazon River and its more
than 200 tributaries. Ocean steamers can
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go ag far as Iquitos, Peru, 2,300 miles up-
giream. In New Guinea, rivers keep iso-
lated native villagers in touch with the out-
side world, Countries like Burma and
Thailand with few good roads depend heav-
Jy on rivers, Water routes in Thailand
handle about 80 percent of all internal
traffic.

Floods and Flood Conitrol

Although rivers have proved to be man's
good friend and vajuable servant, they can
turn into powerful and feared enemies at
fioodtime, causing much destruction of
property and lives, One of the most devas-
tating floods man has ever experienced oc-
curred in 1927 when the Mississippi and ali
its chief tributaries went on a rampage at
the same time, flooding an area of thou-
sands of square miles and leaving about
700,000 people homeless. In some places
the Mississippi broadened to eighty miles,
carrying away houses and burying farms
under eighteen feet of muddy water. Peo-
ple and animals were trapped and drowned.

Undaunted by what may be considered
an overwhelming task, man has pitted his
brains against the tremendous forces un-
leashed at floodtime and has succeeded in
taming many rivers. Trees have been
planted on bare mountain slopes to retard
the flow of water, Tidal rivers have been
dredged to increase their depth and facili-
tate the passage of floodwater. Natural,
and in some cases artificial, obstructions
are removed, enabling the floodwaters to
pass more rapidly and lowering their
height. Flood-prediction services on many
rivers are able to foretell the arrival and
height of floods with remarkable accuracy
and telegraph timely warnings ahead.

One of the most effective measures has
been the building of dams across upper val-
leys of rivers. These not only help reduce
the height of floods but at the same time
provide for the storage of water. An ex-
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cellent example is the Tennessee River.
Once treacherous ana destructive, it can
now be turned off “Just like a faucet” aue
to thirty-one major dams operated by the
Tennessee Valley Authority. In April of
1963 it was “turned off,” saving an esti-
mated $100,000,000 in flood damages in
Chattanooga alone,

I'o protect vulnerable lands along the
river, embankments or levees have also
been built. Rather than being situated on
the riverbank as one might imagine, they
may be as far back ag five miles or more
from the water, giving “Mr, River” ample
room to thrust out his elbows. The result.
ing flood plain serves as a relief valve and
the water loses much of its force before
reaching the embankments. Today there
are more than 3,500 miles of levees alohg
the lower Mississippi and its tributaries,
Spillways and floodways have been built at
special places in the levees that permit the
water to escape, flooding lands where they
will do the least damage.

Provides Pleasure

Although rivers do at times present
problems, these are overshadowed by far
by the services they provide us. However,
the role of the river is not limited to pro-
viding us with practical benefits. Think of
the immense enjoyment and pleasure it af-
fords us, its sparkling waters becoming a
playground where we can swim, fish, go
boating, water-skiing, or just laze around
in the sun on its shores. In its wanderings,
it brings this playground within the reach
of numberless people.

Could anything be more tempting on a
hot summer's day than a dip in a cool,
tree-shaded river? Or if you prefer to
fish, what lovelier spot could you find than
a beantiful, unspoiled mountain stream?
As for boating, rivers attract pleasure
craft of all types, including sailboats where
the currents are not swift, For a pleasant
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Sunday excursion, . if you happen to be in
New York, there’s nothing like a boat ride
down the Hudson.

Is it sightseeing you enjoy? Again “Mr.
River” has just what you want, offering
you some of the most magnificent scenery
to be found anywhere. One of the most
beautiful rivers in the world is the Rhine.
Framed by castles, storybook villages and
sun-kissed vineyards, the Rhine affords a
delightful view. Canada's St. Lawrence is
also a source of pleasure to countless visi-
tors. Its amazingly clear waters are nor-
mally free from sediment, since it runs
over rock formations for much of its
length. Lined by towering cliffs and dotted
with over 1,500 islands, its loveliness
moved Charles Dickens to say: ‘““The beau-
ty of this noble stream at any point can
hardly be imagined.”

When a river’s wanderings lead it to the
edge of a cliff, the results can be truly
breathtaking. Victoria Falls, in Africa,
where the Zambezi River cascades down
354 feet, is one of the most spectacular
sights in the world, as are the famed Ni-
agara Falls of North America. Venhezuela
can boast of the highest falls yet discov-
ered, lovely Angel Falls, an underground
river that flings itself from the face of a
cliff and falls 3,300 feet into the jungle
below. A thrilling sight indeed!

Worship of Rivers
As we consider all these benefits that

come to us from rivers, one instinctively
feels the desire to offer praise and thanks-
giving to the Creator of rivers, Jehovah,
‘the Gjver of every good and perfect gift.’

However, many ancient peoples, not

knowing the true God, directed their
praise to the river instead. The Egyptians,
whose life depended so greatly on the Nile
River, looked upon itsas a god. The exis-
tence of this great body of water whose
flow never ceased was to them a great
mystery and its annual rising and falling
was considered a divine miracle and bless-
ing. Their worship is well shown by the
classical Hymn to the Nile: “Health to
you, who comes to this land to give life to
Egypt . . . when you kindly listen to the
prayers of men . . . creator of all good
things, lord of seeds . . . the graineries are
overflowing, the warchouses are full and
the possessions of the poor are multiplied.”

Although the Nile has long since ceased
to be worshiped by these people as a
god, river worship still continues. India
and neighboring countries abound with
“holy rivers” and ‘‘river gods” that hold
an important place in the lives of the peo-
ple. The most famous of the “holy riv-
ers” is the Ganges, believed to flow from
the hair of Siva, one of the Hindu trinity.
It is the fervent belief of every good Hindu
that bathing in the waters of the Ganges
will impart spiritual strengih and virtue.
Even a single drop of the “holy"” water on
the tongue or eyelids of a dying man is
thought to cleanse him of sin.

Enlightened men and women, however,
who have come to know the true God, will
worship neither rivers nor river gods, Nei-
ther will they take away the honor due
the Creator of all things and ascribe the
marvels of the river to a mythical “mother
nature.” They give thanks to Jehovah, the
Creator, for the role that rivers play in the
life of man.
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HEN doctors in

Miami, Florida,
recently told Mrs. Re-
gina Sovner she should
have her gangrenous leg amputated, she
refused. Hospital officials then brought suit
for permission to operate. Judge H. P.
Dekle issued a court order authorizing the
operation. The patient was forced to have
her leg amputated despite her strenuous
objections.—New York Dgily News, July
20, 1964.

When a 14-year-old girl contracted can-
cer of the hip, an operation was recom-
mended by Cleveland, Ohio, doctors. Her
mother objected. Hospital authorities then
obtained a court order from Judge W. G.
Whitlatch and performed the operation
anyway.—Toronto Globe and Mail, Nov.
12, 1963,

When a 25-year-old woman, one of Je-
hovah's witnesses, was told she needed a
blood transfusion, she refused to accept it.
Thereupon doctors at a Washington, D.C.,
hospital obtained a court order from Judge
J. 8. Wright and forced her to take the
treatment against her will.—Washington
Post, Feb. 5, 1964,

Vitol Issue Ruoised

These cases, and many more like them,
raise an issue so vital that it affects every
person.

The issue is this: Do adults, in full con-
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trol of their men.
tal faculties, have
the right to accept
or refuse any type
of medical treat-
ment doctors rec-
ommend?

This issue also
raises these relat-
ed questions: Are
patients obligated
to submit to a doc-
tor’s orders, pay
the bill and ask no
guestions? Can
they leave a hospi-
tal when they believe it to be in their best
interests to do so, provided, of course, that
they are willing to sign a release? Or do
hospital patients automatically lose their
freedom, so that treatments they do not
want can be forced upon them by court
order?

Lurking in the background is another
ominous issue: Is the nation putting itself
in the category of a slave state by reject-
ing the right of personal decision in these
matters? I8 the basic freedom of individual
conscience, guaranteed by the law, to be
breserved? Or are legal rights of individ-
uals to be pushed into the background and
their thinking and deciding taken over for
them by officials?

If you—no, not someone else, but you—
were confronted with a decision as to
whether to lose a leg, would vou want
someone else to impose his choice upen
you? What if a doctor said that both legs
should be amputated? Would you want to
be deprived of freedom to decide? Or if &
surgeon were o urge you to undergo an
operation that might cripple or paralyze
you the rest of your life, or disfigure yon,
would you want it forced upon you regard-
less of how you felt about it?

So, then, does a person living in a free
land have the right to decide what kind of
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medical treatment he will accept? Does he
have the right to decide what will be done
to his body?

Medical Science

Many of those in the medical profession
are sincerely interested in helping the sick,
in alleviating suffering, and in saving life.
Beyond a doubt, they have done much good
for humanity.

At the same time, honest doctors will
freely admit that medicine is not an exact
science. There are few, if any, absolutes,
due to the complexities of the human body
and mind. There is disagreement among
those of the medical profession on forms of
treatment. How best to treat diabetes,
whether to add fluorides to drinking water,
use of hypnosis by psychiatrists, and radi-
cal surgery as routine practice in cancer
cases, are but a few of the many areas
where currently there are strong differ-
ences of opinion in medical circles. Yes,
honest doctors acknowledge that what they

. offer is their best opinion and not the per-
fect answer,

Also, because of human imperfection,
there is always the possibility of error in
diagnosis due to lack of knowledge, poor
training, lack of experience, carelessness,
or for some other reagon, as the prolifera-
tion of malpractice suits bears testimony.

Consider carefully the words of Dr. A. A,
Klass, of Winnipeg, Canada. Writing in the
Canadian Bar Journal (1960, 3, 222-224)
on “Why Do People Sue Their Doctors?”
he stated: “First and foremost is the very
nature of medical practice itself. In a field
of rapid discovery, the accepted treatment
of today was risky yesterday; and will be
obsolete tomorrow. During the period of
yesterday, the treatment was new and
hazardous, perhaps experimental in the
eyes of the court, and few doctors would
come to its defense. During the period of
tomorrow it is obsolete, antiquated, proven
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to be wrong, condemned in the witness box
and accepted as negligent by the court. It
is only during the brief period of today
that the treatment is right and proper and
this period is made ever shorter by the
rate of discovery,”

Dr. J. H. Dible, Professor of Pathology,
writes in the Postgraduate Jouwrnal, Vol-
ume 29, page 59: “Medical progress is a
study of trial and error, of false paths, of
whole generations under the sway of
wrong ideas leading to wrong treatment
and God knows what in the way of casual-
ties.” Adds Dr. H. A. Davidson, in The
Canadian Doctor, Volume XXV, No. 1,
pages 37 and 38: “Honest doctors may
disagree violently about diagnosis and
treatment; and there will be no absolute
objectivity in this field. It is healthier for
us to recognize this, than to pretend that
we are operating in a cold intellectual vac-
uum.” He warns: “Some doctors suffer
from racial or religious prejudice and al-
low this to influence their judgment. . ..
If we allow professional freedom, then
there comes with it the freedom to have
all kinds of whims and peculiar ideas col-
oured by our own personality, rather than
drawn out of scientific facts.”

That medicine still involves considerable
trial and error, distinguished surgeon
Dr. B. Atlee admits. He states in Maclean’s
magazine of September 23, 1961: “If all
the normal ovaries removed or tinkered
with since surgeons started to open the
abdomen were laid end to end they would
extend almost as far into space as Yuri
Gagarin traveled.”

This inexactness of medical science is
further noted too when organs are trans-
planted from one body to another. News-
week of February 10, 1964, says: “Of more
than 200 transplants between persons oth-
er than identical twins, a bare half-dozen
recipients have survived more than a
year.” The Toronto Daily Star of March
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10, 1964, adds: “Hospital surgeons said
yesterday all six operations in which kid-
neys of baboons were transplanted to hu-
mans have been failures.”

When the body is invaded by a foreign
substance, “certain cells immediately begin
the manufacture of antibédies,” a report
on a speech given by Dr. Medawar says.
“These antibodies are weapons shaped to
meet and destroy the specific germ.” (To-
ronto Telegram, Jan. 29, 1964) This ex-
plains why many who are given hlood
transfusions develop a violent reaction and
even die, As Dr. A, 8. V. Burgen stated in
the Montreal Gazette of January 26, 1959:
“QOne interpretation of the research results
is that every individual shows an allergic
type of response to every other individual’s
plasma but his own. This phenomenon is
similar to that known to exist for skin
grafts. Skin may be grafted successfully
from one portion of the hody to another
portion in the same patient. But a skin
graft from another person, except an iden-
tical twin, will not ‘take.”

In connection with blood transfusion,
there are other dangers besides the incom-
patibility of blood. Note what the Journal
of the American Medical Association of
September 28, 1963, says: “It has been re-
liably shown that an essential therapeutic
measure, blood transfusion, causes death
in approximately one of every 150 trans-
fusions in persons over forty years of age
as a result of serum hepatitis. Since this is
the age group to which most bleod trans-
fusions are given, and since many hun-
dreds are given daily, such a high fatality
becomes a major problem.” The article
went on to show that of those over forty
years of age developing hepatitis from
blocd transfusions the mortality rate was
23 percent. A recent prominent case in re-
gard to contracting hepatitis was that of
United States Ambassador to Japan Edwin
0. Reischauer, who received a blood trans-
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fusion in a Japanese hospital. Later, the
Honolulu Star-Bulletin of June 16, 1964,
reported: “He was dealt a second blow
when doctors at 1.8, Army Tripler Gener-
al Hospital discovered he had hepatitis—
traceable beyond reasonable doubt to ‘bad’
Japanese blood. . . . Investigation disclosed
that 97 per cent of blood in Japanese blood
banks is sold by habitual donors—mostly
slum dwellers who make a living by selling
their blood.” '

Yet serum hepatitis is but one of the
various complications that ean arise from
blood transfusions. The Canadian Bar
Journal of October 1960 tells of another
case in which “the paiient received a blood
transfusion from which she contracted
syphilis, The same doctor treated her for
syphilis and she died from the treatment,”

Warning of this danger, United States
Senator from Missourt Edward V. Long
wrote an article entitled “The Blood Bank
Scandal,” He szid: “Did vou know that in
many American cities a skid row derelict,
sapped by malnutrition and sodden with
alecohol, can sell a pint of his bloed for $5
or $6, enough for several more bottles of
cheap wine? Do you realize that his blood,
given to you or a loved one during an
emergency transfusion, may not save but
cost a life or cause serious illness? . . . the
American people need to be shocked into
an awarencss of a health scandal that is
rapidly assuming perilous proportions,”
—Parade, June 14, 1964

When the president of one blood bank
was sentenced to jail for nine months and
fined $10,000, he was found guilty “of the
sale of 4-plus syphilis blood to Staten Is-
land {N.Y.] hospitals.”—Newark Evenring
News, June 12, 1964.

Such things have led Dr. Walter Alvarez,
one of America’s leading physicians, to
say: “It is really hard to understand why,
when the risks are so great, thousands of
us doctors keep ordering transfusions for
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patients who are not in shock and not in
any great danger.”

Personal Responsibility

All these facts forcefully demonstrate
that, while medical science helps greatly to
alleviate man’s ills, it still cannot be re-
garded as infallible. It shows the need for
the individual to retain his God-given right
of personal freedom to accept or reject
medical treatment as he sees fit. It also
shows the folly of making medical opin-
iong the law of the land, which is what is
done when courts back up doctors’ recom-
mendations in the face of objections by
patients,

True, a patient may die if he does not
accept the recommended treatment. But
it is just as true that many who do ac-
cept recommended treatments die anyway,
some even as a result of the treatment
suggested. The point here is that there is
no guarantee of success. That is why the
final decision to accept or reject a specific
treatment must be retained by the individ-
uval. As a Bible principle says: “Fach one
will carry his own load.” (Gal. 6:5) Thus,
if the patient’s decision is wrong, he, and
he alone, must accept the consequehces.
That is his responsihility as a free morval
agent. But once his right to decide is faken
away from him, he is ho longer free, but
is a slave of a state, court, hospital or
doctor.

Especially must personal choice be re-
spected when an individual's decision is
based on religious grounds, as in the case
of blood fransfusion. If a person chooses to
respect the Bible's command to “abstain
. . . from blood” and to “keep yourselves
free from . . . blood,” then it should be his
right to do so. (Acts 15:20, 29) Look at
it this way too. Would you drink a cup of
human bhlood freshly drawn from another
person’s body? Normal persons are revolt-
ed at the thought. Then why insist on pour-
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ing it into the veins of one who refuses to
take it into his body in any way? And
why insist when he bases his decision on
the God-given command to abstain from
blood? Some may claim that a transfusion
is not really drinking hlood, so it would be
different. But such argument is not valid
for conscientious persons, because the Bi-
ble says to “abstain” from bilood, regard-
Iess of how if is taken into the hody. If a
doctor advised you to abstain from drink-
ing alcchol, would you inject the aleohol
into your bloodstream instead? Tf he told
you to abstain from drinking coffee, would
you inject it into your body? If you were
warned to abstain from smoking, would
vou take the nicotine and inject that into
your veing? Of course, these actions would
be senseless. So, tog, a Christian has the
right, when he reads God's law warning
him to abstain from blood, to do just that
-—abstain. Injecting the blood directly into
his bloodstream is hardly ‘abstaining’ from
blood.

This does not interfere with anyone else’s
right to take whatever medical treatment
he desires. A Christian does not try to
force others to adopt his views. Such a
Christian is no threat at all to anyone else
or to society in general. Quite the opposite
is true. It Is those doctors and judges who
conspire against the freedom of an individ-
ual, who forbid him to choose his medical
treatment, that are a menace to society,
for they deny a person his God-given and
legal right of freedom of choice,

Assault and Battery

There is something else to consider, In
the case of Bonner vs. Moran (1942) the
Court of Appeals, District of Columbia,
raled: “We think there can be no doubt
that a surgical operation is a technical
battery, regardless of its results, and is ex-
cusable only when there is express or im-
plied consent by the patient; or stated
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somewhat differently, the surgeon is liable
in damages if the operation is unauthor-
ized.” :

Yes, to force an operation upon a pa-
tient against his will is assault and battery,
a criminal offense!

Pertinent here are the comments ap-
pearing in the British periodical Medicine,
Science and the Law, January 1964: “In
the event of a transfusion or other thera-
peutic measure of that type without con-
sent, the aggrieved party would have the
right to sue in the civil courts. Transfu-
sion without consent is technically a ‘bat-
tery,’ a tort or civil wrong, and a trespass
to the person. The first basic essential then
of blood transfusion from the legal aspect
is that it can only properly be carried out
with real [explicit] consent.”

The June 1964 issue of The American
Journal of Cardiology states: “To admin-
ister to an individual or the junior mem-
bers of his family a form of treatment
which he has refused would constitute a
violation of the patient’s rights and could
imply bodily assault.”

These views are backed up by many
judges who do. consider it wrong to force
people to take treatment they do not want.
In a case where a patient refused a recom-
mended treatment, authorities in Meadow-
brook Hospital, Long Island, New York,
sought a court order from Supreme Court
Judge Bernard S. Meyer to authorize the
freatment. What was the result? Medical
World News of March 27, 1964, relates:
“Judge Meyer remained unconvinced. The
individual who is the subject of a medical
decision, he declared, has the final say on
that decision, ‘and must necessarily, in a
system which gives the greatest possible
protection to the individual in the further-
ance of his own desires.”” Pointing out
that the patient was an adult in full pos-
gession of his faculties, Judge Meyer re-
fused to issue the court order.
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An editorial in the Los Angeles Times
of July 2, 1964, reasoned likewise. The
headline declared, “Court Order to Take
Medicine Is a Frightening Legal Prece-
dent.” The writer stated: * ‘I trust you are
as horrified as I am, a professor of so-
ciology, among the keenest men I know,
writes me, ‘at this clear departure from the
traditional and larger understanding of
habeas corpus.’ The individual does in-
deed own his own body. . . . Suppose the
doctor tells you that you have a 60-40
chance of being cured if you will submit
to such-and-such an operation? Up until
now it has been established practice that
the choice is clearly yours. Is it now yours,
but subject to the acquiescence of the
courts?—which might reason that, the
odds being in favor of the operation, you
have a duty to submit to it? Does the state
have the right to shatch up an alcoholie
who is neglecting his liver and stow him
away in an asylum? I warrant there are
not many doctors who agree that Lyndon
Johnson’s regimen is one that leads to
longevity--might they some day . . . in-.
struct him as to when he may go to sleep
at night, when he may wake up: how
many whiskies he may drink, how many
he must pass up? . . . any law that pre-
empts the individual’s own right to decide
about the use of medication aimed at pre-
serving his own body health, is an unnec-
essary, and therefore a bad, law, . .. Some-
day a judicial zealot will inform a lady
that she has to have her appendix out or
she will die, and we will all be up in arms
over it, and maybe . . . we will conclude
.+ . that very often the law is ‘a idiot, a
ass,’-—and do something about it,”

Denied Rights

The logic of this editorial canmot be de-
nied. Where does the invasion of personal
freedom end? Is a person to have himself
dismembered piece by piece in spite of his
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objections? Does he not have the right to
say No! to a medical treatment just be-
cause it happens to be the vogue today?
Are patients to be denied their Constitu-
tionally guaranteed right of personal de-
cision?

One case of denial of personal rights
took place in Anaheim, California. There,
on May 16, 1964, Mrs, Rotarius suffered
blood loss after having given birth to a
child, The hospital administrator called
several judges until he got one who gave
him immediate action, Judge Herbert S.
Herlands. He gave the order over the tele-
phone. There was no notice, no hearing,
no witnesses were called, no written court
order. It was a wholly illegal action *“legal-
jzing’* assault and battery upon a hospital

- patient. It should also be of interest to note
that several judges were contacted. Evi-
dently the others refused to go along with
the illegal procedure. '

Since when is a judge authorized to hold
cages over the telephone? Since when is he
authorized to make orders without all the
evidence in front of him? The forms of
legal procedure are a protection of fair-
ness. Was this judge being fair? Was he
even acting as a judge? If a judge puts his
judicial gown on and goes out to partici-
pate in a lynching, is he still within the

- powers of his judicial office? Is a judicial
assault done in defiance of the law and
without any elementary pretense of the
forms of law a judicial act?

A very recent and distressing case in-
volved Mrs. Willimina Anderson of New
Jersey. Over seven months pregnant, she
had a condition which possibly could have
resulted in serious blood loss. The attor-
neys for the hospital where she was stay-

ing petitioned Judge Leon Leonard of the

New Jersey Superior Court on June 12 to
authorize blood transfusion. But he said
he could find no power in the court “that
an adult person could be given medical
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‘quire any transfusion at all.”

treatment when he or she refused to ae-
cept the same.” The hospital’s attorneys
then appealed to the New Jersey Supreme
Court, which, on June 17, ruled that, since
an unborn child was involved, a blood
transfusion could be ordered. The Court
provided for a guardian even though she
had a competent husband. On June 25 her
guardian (not her husband) ordered one
pint of blood as she was delivered of her
child by Caesarean section.

The Questionable One Pint

Why was the one pint given when medi-
cal opinion is agreed that, “if a patient is
judged to require only a single pint of
blood, chances are that she does not re-
(Blood
Transfusion in Clinical Medicine, 2nd. Edi-
tion, Mollison, page 99, 1956) “Single pint
transfusions should not be given adults.”
(Lancet, 1960, 2, 421-424) “Whole blood is
the most complex biologic product used
routinely in clinical therapy today,” and
this fact, ‘‘together with the risk of serum
hepatitis,” indicates “that the need, for
blood should be in excess of one pint to jus-
tify its use.”—The Surgical Clinics of
North America, October 1958, page 1221,

In addition, note the pertinent item in
the Asbury Park Huening Press, June 19,
1964: “Mrs., Anderson is nearing the end
of the eighth month of her pregnancy. ...
Dr. Raymond Jacobus, acting director of
the obstetrical department at Fitkin Hos-
pital, said the critical period for expectant
mothers in cases such as hers is past when
they enter the last month of pregnancy
.+ . . Dr. Jacobus said it is possible for a
Caesarean to be performed without a blood
transfusion.”

Bearing out Dr. Jacobus’ judgment are
the experiences of a number of mothers
who were in the same condition and who
had Caesarean sections without blood
transfusions and whose children, as well as

AWAKE!



themselves, are doing fine several years
later., In one instance the blood hemo-
globin was down to six grams and the
hematocrit down to 19, Dextran was suc-
cessfully used.

Why, then, was a single pint of blood
given in Mrs. Anderson’s case? Was it
really in the best interests of the patient,
or were those attending her arrogantly
flaunting their power in view of the pub-
licity given the case and also in view of
the fact that, if no transfusion were given,
their exaggerated statements would have
looked infantile? Was the single-pint trans-
fusion a medical measure or was it a pub-
licity measure for ego purposes? Really,
whose interests were served?

When this case came before the courts
there was no emergency, but just the
possibility that one might later arise! So
because something might arise are people’s
Constitutional liberties to be jettisoned?

What to Do

If you are in a position of authority,
such as & judge, you must examine your
conscience to see that you are giving oth-
ers what God gives them, what the law
gives them-—the right of choice.

If you are a doctor, you must do like-
wise. Do you refuse to treat a patient
because he does not accept your primary
recommendation in an emergency situa-
tion? If you do, are you really interested
in the practice of medicine for the benefit
you bring the patient who desperately
needs your help, or are you only interested
in your reputation, your professional

pride? It would be inconsistent for you to
gay that you are so interested in a patient
that you want to give him a blood trans-
fusion in an emergency, but then refuse to
treat him at all just because he refuses
blood, especially when there is not time to
get another doctor. If you are sincerely in-
terested in your patient’s welfare in an
emergency, you will, while perhaps ex-
pressing disappointment at not being able
to use blood, agree to do everything else
in your power to help that person whose
life may be expiring. That would be a real
interest in humanity, acknowledging free-
dom of choice in the process.

Yes, doctors are to be highly commend-
ed for the good work they do to relieve
human suffering. But they must also ap-
preciate that they are not omniscient and
that others must retain the right of choice.
That will make for the best of doctor-
patient relationships.

To patients it is recommended that they
choose a doctor that will honor their views,
where that is at all possible, Talk to him
before an emergency arises, to be sure he
understands your position.

Fortunately there are many doctors who
will honor the convictions of the patient,
who will respect his freedom of choice,
who will respect the God-given and legal
rights of the patient. They will cooperate
and do everything in their power to help.
To such conscientious doctors we owe a
debt of gratitude. These are the ones that
patients will wisely seek out in advance for
medical attention.

VAST UNDERSEA CANYON

Did you know that the deepest places in the oceans are in the Marianas Trench,
east of the Philippines, in the Pacific Ocean? This trench is twenty times the
size of the Grand Canyon, and the lowest part of the V bottom is more than a
mile and a half deeper than Mount Everest is high. British sea surveyors, in
HM.S. Cook, recently explored this tremendous underwater canyon with echo-
sounding equipment and hit bottom at 37,782 feet. In 1959 a Soviet ship exploring
the area found a depth of 36,198 feet; thus the “Cook Depth” is 1,584 feet deeper.
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Why the New World Translation
Reads "“All Other"

HE wvalue of new Bible translations is

generally conceded by Bible lovers. As
noted previously in these columns* there
are four arguments in favor of new Bible
translations: (1} discovery of older manu-
scripts; (2) better understanding of the
original languages in which the Bible was
written; (3) changes in the languages into
which the Bible has been translated;
(4) increased understanding of God’s will
and purposes.

The fourth reason may not be appreci-
ated by all Bible lovers, but a little re-
flection will make clear its validity. Time
and again a certain word in Greek or He-
brew or a certain phrase or clause can be
translated grammatically correct in more
than one way. When this is the case it may
well depend upon the translator’s under-
standing of God’s will and purposes as to
whether he selects the right way to render
the particular word, phrase or clause.

A case in point is the way Colossians 1:
15-20 reads in the New World Translation,
Trinitarians complain because the word
“other” repeatedly appears even though
this word is not found in the Greek text
itself. The passage in question reads:

“He ig the image of the invisible God,
the first-horn of all ereation; because hy
means of him all other things were created
in the heavens and upon the earth, the
things visible and the things invisible, no
matter whether they are thrones or lord-

* See May 8, 1960, pp. 27, 28.
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ships or governments or authorities. AH
other things have been created through
him and for him. Also, he is before all
other things and by means of him all other
things were made to exist, and he is the’
head of the body, the econgregation. He is
the beginning, the first-born from the
dead, that he might become the ohe who
is first in all things; because God saw good
for all fullness to dwell in him, and through
him to reconcile again to himself all other
things by making peace through the blood
he shed on the torture stake, no matter
whether they are the things upon the
earth or the things in the heavens.”

Each time the word “other” occurs in
the above verses it has brackets around
it in the New World Translation, indicat-
ing that it has been added to complete the
sense, Trinitarians argue that religious
bias caused the New World Bible Transla-
tion Committee to add the word “other.”
They say it should not be there because
Jesus was not created, and, therefore, ail
things were created through him, and not
merely all “other” things. What about this
argument? Is it valid? No, it is not.

In the first place note that in verse
twenty, the last one quoted above, God is
said to reconcile all things to himself
through the Son, Now certainly he did
not reguire to reconcile the Son Jesus to
himself, because the reconciliation was
through thiz one, and so at least in this
instance it is obvious that Paul meant
reconciliation of all other things to God,

If Jesus created literally all things and
not merely all other things, then how are
we to understand the statement in verse 15
that says Jesus is *““the first-born of all
creation”? Clearly Paul includes Jesus in
creation, the very first one created. For
Jesus to be the firstborn he had to be
created and therefore a part of creation;
yes, also “the first-born among many
brothers.”—Rom. 8:29,
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That Jesus had a beginning and was
born is consistent with his referring to Je-
hovah God as “my Father and . . . my
God.” (John 20:17) In fact, in the Gospel
of John alone Jesus is shown as referring
to God as his Father more than a hundred
times. Since God is indeed Jesus’ Father
and Jesus is God's firstborn, it follows that
Jesus is a creation, and, therefore, when
Paul says that all things were created
through Jesus he must have meant all
other things.

Note an illustration or two that bear
this out. At Philippians 2:9, 10, according
to the Catholic Confraiernity translation,
Paul writes: “Therefore God also has ex-
alted him and has bestowed upen him the
name that is above every name, so that
at the pame of Jesus every knee should
bend.” Obviously God did not give Jesus a
name above every name, for that would
include his own name, which simply would
not make sense. No, God gave Jesus “the
name that is above every other name,”
even as the New World Translation puts it.

Apgain, in his great prophecy Jesus said,
according to the American Standard Ver-
sion, “Behold the fig tree, and all the
trees.” Certainly, “all the trees” includes
the fig tree, and, so, it no more makes
sense to say in modern English, ‘the fig
tree and all the trees’ than to say ‘all the
trees and the fig tree.’ The New World
Translation also eliminates this apparent
inconsistency by rendering Jesus® words,
“Note the fig tree and all the other trees.”
—Luke 21:29.

Adding the adjective “other” to make a
passage clear is not at all peculiar to the
New World Translation. At Luke 13:4, for
example, we have Jesus' words regarding
certain ones that were killed in an acci-
dent. These words, according to the King
James Version, read: “Or those eighteen,
upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and
slew them, think ye that they were sinners
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above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?”
Certainly they could not have been sinners
above all men in Jerusalem, for they them-
Selves were men in Jerusalem, and so we
find that many other translations, such as

‘the Catholic Confraternity, An American

Translation, The New English Bible, Msgr.
Knoz, Phillips’ and Revised Standard Ver-
sion, all read ‘“other(s).” Even the King
James franslators felt the need to add
“other” at 1 Corinthians 11:21 to make
the sense clear, Apparently back in the
first céntury the use of “other” was not
thought to be necessary, at least not in
koine Greek, in which the Christian Greek
Scriptures were written, but it is today.
From the foregoing we can see that Bible
translators may add the word ‘“other™ to
the text for the sake of making a passage
clear, congistent or to get across the right
meaning.

Far from the New World Bible Transla-
tion Committee’s taking liberties with the
text at Colossians 1:15-20, it is certain
trinitarian translators that have heen
guilty of this. Thus Phillips’ reads: ‘“‘He ex-
isted before all creation began,” thereby
hiding the fact that Jesus was created.
However, the Greek text allows for no -
such rendering. It reads, protétokos pdses
ktiscos, literalty, “firstborn of all creation.”
That Jesus is here spoken of as the “first-
born of all creation” is supported by many
other translations, such as American Stan-
dard, Revised Standard Version, Doway
and Cuatholic Confraternity. The New En-
glish Bible covers over this truth in the
text but tacitly admits it in a footnote,

Clearly, an understanding of God’s pur-
poses is essential to properly translating
the Bible. Endeavoring to translate it with-
out such an understanding not only makes
it likely that a translator will make mis-
takes in judgment but also exposes him to
the temptation to “slant’” a text so as to
support unscriptural teachings.



Chile Combats Illiteracy

@& Chile is waging a war
against illiteracy. In the course
of 1963, 105,000 persons were
taught to read and write. In
the month of June four radic
stations cooperated with the
program. Statistics show that,
while in 1952 the number of
illiterate persons was about 19
percent of the total population,
last year this figure was down
to about 16 percent.

Soviet’s New President

@ On July 15 sixty-eight-year-
cld Anastas I. Mikoyan became
president of the Soviet Union.
He replaced Leonid I. Brezh-
nev, who had stepped aside to
devote himself full time to the
duties as Premier Nikita Khru-
shchev’s deputy in the Secre.
tariat of the Communist party.
Some analysts speculate that
Brezhnev will someday succeed
Khrushchev, whe is over sev-
enty yecars eold, as premier of
the Soviet Union.

Quake Lifts Island

% Montague Island, in Prince
William Sound off the Alaska
coast, about 100 miles south of
the epicenter of the Alaskan
earthquake of March 27, was
raised more than thirty feet by
the quake. The United States
Geological Survey reported on
July 22 that the island shot up
to expose a strip of sea floor
up to 1,350 feet in width. The

southern end of the island was -

30

pushed up some thirty-three
feet, while the rest of the is-
land rose more than ten feet.

Learning a New Alphabet

& About 3,500 American
schoolchildren are now using
the new 44-letter alphabet that
has been used in English
schools the last two years.
More than 20,000 American
schoolchildren are scheduled to
begin using the alphabet when
school opens. The new alpha-
bet was devised by Sir James
Pitman, a member of Parlia-
ment and grandson of Sir
Isaac Pitman, who invented
lhe shorthand system bearing
his name. Children using the
new alphabet were said to
gain an average ol one year
over children taught with the
conventional 26-letter alphabet.
After ten weeks of instruction,
it was found, the pupils could
read and deal effectively with
a vocabulary of 320 words,
whereas children taught by
conventional methods could
read only sixty-six words on a
purely sight basis,

The Republican Nominee

® United States Scnator Bar-
ry Morris Goldwater was over-
whelmingly chosen by the
Republican National Conven-
tion in San Francisco as its
presidential nominee for 1964.
Goldwater received 883 of the
1,308 delegate votes. Gold-
water’s choice as a running

mate was Representative Wil-
liam E. Miller, a Roman Cath-
olic from the state of New
York. In 1952 Goldwater de.-
fined his political philosophy
as follows: “I am not a me-too
Republican, I am a Republican
opposed to the superstate, and
to gigantic, bureaucratie, cen-
tralized authority.” His phi-
losophy appears not to have
changed. Come the November
elections, he hopes to be the
peoples’ choice for the presi-
dent of the United States.

Hunger Stalks India

% India is faced with a critical
food shortage that has reached
starvation proportions in some
areas, There were reports of
hoarding, black marketeering
and long food lines. Seeds
meant for planting were being
eaten. Food shops in Agra
have becn broken into. Half of
the flour mills in Punjab State
have been closed down for lack
of grain to grind.

Caught Smuggling

@ A published United Press In-
lernational report stated that
on July 21 the Soviet Union
announced that its water polo
team had been disbanded for
smuggling foreign clething
into the country. The Soviet
press accused the team of
“moral degradation.” It as-
sailed ten of the eleven play-
ers as well as the coaches.

Rash of Race Riots

@ The United States broke out
in a rash of riots In July.
Thousands were involved In
disorders in six states during
the Fourth of July weekend.
In New York City riots fol-
lowed the shooting of a 15-
year-old Negro boy on July 16.
In the Harlem section of New
York City and in the Bedford.
Stuyvesant area of Brooklyn
violence broke out with all its
ugliness. There were shoot-
ings, fighting, Iooting, burning
of automobiles, a breakdown
of law and order. Over 500
stores were raided in the riot
areas. President Johnson or-
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dered the Federal Bureau of
Investigation into the Inflamed
sections to determine if Fed-

eral laws had been violated.

President Johnson gaid: “It
must be made clear, once and
for all, that violence andg law-
leszsness cannot, must not and
will nef be tolerated.”

In Singapore, race riots
brought the death tofl to 21.
Hospitals reported hundreds
more injured. Some 10,000 po-
licemen and troops sought to
quell the rioting, which wir-
tually paralyzed the port city.
The riots are between the Chi-
nese and Malays. Many Malay-
ans apparently fear that the
Chinese may selze the govern-
ment and possibly align Ma-
laysia with Communist China.
The Chinese make up 42 per-
cent of Malaysia’s 10 million
people; the Malayans, 40 per-
cent. The rest are an assort-
ment of racial groups.

Snowstorm In South Africa
& The worst snowstorm in

more than sixty years struck
the Maclear district of East
Griqualand, South Africa, dur-
ing the latter part of June. A
group of men battled against
time to save the lives of some
20,000 sheep. They used heli-
copters to bring stock feed to
the sheep that were trapped by
the storm. A helicopter airlift
was also used to bring fuel,
food and clothing to the farm-
ers and shepherds marooned in
the freezing cold. Farmers say
that at least 10,000 sheep and
hundreds of cattle have died as
a result of the snow.

Smelting 3,000 Years Ago

@ North of the Gulf of Agaba
in the Timna area archaeoclo-
gists discovered what they call
one of the oldest metal smelt-
ing furnaces ever found any-
where, Three complete fur-
naces and the ruins of many
damaged ones dating back
some 3,000 years were exca-
vated. The furnaces were pits
about twenty inches deep and

twenty-four inches in diameter.
Dr. Beno Rothenberg of Tel
Aviv, who headed the expedl-
tion, said that the smelting
process used hack there, pos-
gibly in Solomon's or in Reho-
boam’s time, was more sophisati-
cated than had been imagined.

Iraq Nationalizes Buosinesses

@ On July 14 all private and
foreign banks, insurance com-
panies and thirty induastrial
and commercial concerns were
natlonalized by the Iragl gov-
ernment. Foreign oil com-
panies, which provide Iraq
with more than 80 percent of
her national income, were not
affected.

Medical News

@ Do you feel that you have
been sufficiently informed
about your health and the
health of your fellowman?
The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) informs us that
there are 50,000 medical jour-
nals that publish 1,200,000 orig-
Inal articles every year.

onT

ielinion

Do you take the origin and background of your religion for

granted? Are you confident that its teachings and practices

are fully supported by the Bible?

Would you be surprised

to learn that a vast system of false worship has grown up
with its roots in a city that flourished thousands of years
ago? Where does your religion fit into this picture? You

should know the facts! Be sure!

Read:

“Babylon the Great Has Fallen!” God's Kingdom Rules!

It is 5/6 (for Australia, 6/6;
for South Africa, 55¢).

Send now.
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THE RIDGEWAY

LONDON N.W. 7

I am enclosing 5/6 (for Australla, 8/6; for South Africa. ¥5c). Please zend me at once the

revealing

Tod-page hardhound book “Baebylon the Greqt Hos Follen!’ God’s Kingdom Rulea!

Alsp, I am to receive free the timely booklet When God Speaks Pence to All Nations.
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CYAIM T0 BE CHRISHENG.
BUT WHAT BOES fo!
BIBLE SAY IS REQUIFED
{0 LIVE UP TG THAT [t uM?

Jesus lived a life of positive action, There-
fore, a Christian, or an imitator or follower
of Jesus Christ, cannot be passive in his
attitude. He must reach out for the works of
Christ and be led by God's spirit as Jesus
was. And if he is filled with God’s spirit he
will produce the fruits of God's spirit: “love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness,
faith, mildness, self-control.”—@Gal, 5:22, 23.

You too can display these ‘fruits of God's
spirit’ more abundantly. How it can be done
was the theme of the series of “Fruitage of
the Spirit” Assemblies of Jehovah’s Withess.
es conducted throughout the world in recent
months, The principal talks of the assemblies,
highlighting this vital theme of Christian
living, are currently being published in The
Watchiower. Subscribe now and share in the
rich benefits to be had from a study of God's
Word.

Send now ‘The ‘Watchtower 1 year, 7/-
(for Australia, 8/-; for South Africa, 70c¢)
S R N R D N N R N N R N T v
WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON NW 7

Please send me The Walchifower for one year so that I can read the principal talks of the 1964
“Frultage of the Spirit’” Assemblies of Jehovah's Witnesses ﬂ.l{)l'l% with many other timely and
profitable articles on Btble subjects. I am enclosing 7/- (for Australla, 8/-; for South aAfrica, 70¢).

Street and Number

D 12 4 - PSPPSRSO or Route and BoX ...
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1"I?Rll:hlh Private Bag 2, P.O. E!andnrcnteiu, Transvaal, UNITED STATES: 117 Adams 8t., Brooklyn, N.¥, 11201,
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