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HEN you were in school did
you ever sit in class and

daydream until the teacher
jolted you to reality by speaking
your name and asking: “Are you
listening?”” It was important for
you to listen so that you would learn what
was being taught. Througlﬂout yvour life
Hstening plays an importat. role in your
learning process. How well you learn
things or follow directions depends to a
great extent upen how well you listen.

Possibly you are one of the many peo-
ple who only half listen, with the result
that when you are introduced to a person
you forget his name in a matter of min-
ufes, Do you blame your memory? Usu-
ally the reason you forget his name so
quickly is that you fail to listen when it
is told you. Pay close attention when his
name is mentioned and repeat it to make
certain you heard it correctly, and during
the course of the conversation use it sev-
eral times. It will then stay with you for
a longer period.

You are listening when you hear with
thoughtful attention, but if your attention
iz not focused on what is being said, the
words that are spoken fall on deaf ears.
Whether you are speaking with someone
or strolling through the woods, you will
get greater enjoyment from life and learn
more by paying attention to what you
hear. Listen to the sounds around you.

‘urmu
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When in the woods give attention to the
distinctive sounds of the various birds. See
if you can distinguish one variety from
another. Listen to the woodpecker chip-
ping his way into a tree, to the sounds of
the squirrels as they scamper about, to the
gurgle of a stream and to the sound of the
wind passing through needles of pine trees
or through the leaves of other trees. The
various sounds of a woodland contribute
to its beauty and its fascination for man.
But you miss much of the pleasure if you
do not listen to its distinctive sounds,

A real test of your ability to listen
comes when you sit in an audience that
is being addressed by a public speaker,
Whether his talk is for ten minutes or for
one hour, it usually is not easy to keep
your mind centered on what is said unless
he is an exceptionally good speaker, To
keep your mind on a talk being delivered
by a less capable speaker requires effort.
Like a restless child who sits quietly for a
few minutes but then squirms and strives
to run off to do something else, the mind
strives to wander when a speaker lacks the
ability to hold its attention. For you to
learn from what he has to say, you must
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make a conscious effort to prevent this
wandering and to focus your mind on the
talk.

You have to pull down a mental curtain
on the extraneous thoughts that seek to
intrude on your conseious mind and to dis-
tract you. If you permit your mind to wan-
der you can miss whole sections of the
talk and not have the slightest idea of the
good points the speaker may have brought
out in those sections.

The mind has the peculiar ability to
shut out sounds. A ticking. clock, for ex-
ample, is not noticed by the person who
becomes used to it. He ceases to become
conscious of the clock’s sound. So too with
a speaker, especially one that does not
have a captivating manner of speaking.
Unless you concentrate on what he is say-
ing, your mind can wander to other things
and shut out his voice so that it becomes
a distant, sleep-inducing drone, When this
happens, you are not learning anything.
Inasmuch as you made the effort to come
to the talk, yout might as well henefit from
the time vou spend there by listening to
what is being said. Even when it is the
speaker’s fauit that yvour mind tends to
wander, try to pick enough out of the talk
so that you could briefly summarize its
‘content.

To keep your mind focused on a talk,
you must keep it active by thinking about
what is being said. Analyze the informa-
tion the speaker is giving and strive to
tie it in to his theme, What are the main
points that he is developing? Is his reason-
ing sound? Does he present satisfactory
proof for what he says? Compare the in-
formation he gives with what you already
know on the subject. Be alert for informa-
tion that you might be able to use. A real
gem can be missed entirely if you permit
your mind to wander. By taking a few
notes throughout the talk, you can help
your mind to keep centered on it. With
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good reason the Bible tells us; “A wise
person will listen and take in more in-
struction.” (Prov. 1:5) He realizes that
he can learn by being attentive to what
other persons say.

Listening is just as important in the
process of communication as is talking.
There is no purpose in talking to a person
if he is not listening to what you say. You
can no more get your ideas across to his
wandering mind than if you were speaking
to a mindless statue. As you expect other
persons to listen to what you say, so you
should listen to them. Show a speaker on
a platform the same courtesy you expect
from others by being attentive. The speak-
er, of course, has the responsibility to pre-
pare a talk that is worth the attention of
the audience.

A good listener realizes that he does not
know everything. Because other persons
may have information that will add to his
fund of knowledge, he will listen atien-
tively to what they have to say, being alert
for new bits of information, useful argu-
ments and thoughts that might help create
new ideas and viewpoints. He also realizes
that it is easy to get into the habit of day-
dreaming when someone is speaking to an
audience whether large or small. It is es-
pecially easy to get into this habit if he
listens to a number of talks every week,
So he must make a definite effort to re-
sist the habit by concentrating on what
the speaker is saying, not permitting his
mind to wander to other things.

If you make the effort to congregate
with others for the purpose of hearing in-
structive tatks, do not misuse your time
and the time of the speakers by not listen-
ing. Maintain a rein on your mind so that
it does not wander aimlessly but keeps fo-
cused on what the speakers say. By listen-
ing attentively you can grow in knowledge
and understanding.

AWAEKEERE/!



LL told, there are upward

of 910 million professed
Christians in the world today.
Of these, more than five-
ninths are said to be Roman
Catholics, as also are from 90
to 99 percent of the people in
some twenty lands in Europe,
Central and South America,
In certain Protes-
tant countries, such
as Great Britain and
Denmark, the head
of the State is also
the head of the
Church, Even the
United States with its principle
of separation of Church and -
State is, according to its Su-
preme Court, “a Christian na-
tion.”

On the basis of such facts
you might expect that there is
widespread Christian thinking
in Christendom, but is there? No, there
is not. Actually, there is so little Chris-
tian thinking manifested that some even
despair of there being any Christian mind
today. Among such is the English writ-
er Harry Blamires. In his book The Chris-
tian Mind he laments that “there is no
longer a Christian mind.” As he sees it,
“the modern mind has been secularized
[and] deprived of any orientation toward
the supernatural. The Christian mind has
succumbed to the secular drift with a de-
gree of weakness and nervelessness un-
matched in Christian history.”

He spares neither the “laity” nor the
clergy. Of the former he says: *“Though
he does not face it, the loyalty of the aver-
age Churchman to the Conservative Party
or to the Labor Party is, in practical mat-
ters, prior to his loyalty to the Church.”
And regarding the bishops and the clergy
he states: “Neither our bishops nor our
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CHRISTIAN
THINKING?

professed Christians

clergy give us lead-
ership in thinking
Christianly about
the contemporary
world. What we lack
is not scholarly
bishops but think-
ing bishops and pre-
eminently Chris-
tianly thinking
bishops. It is a pe-
culiarly English,
probably even pe-
culiarly Angli-
can confusion of
thought to assume
that the pursuit of learning
is somehow of necessity a
less secular activity than the
pursuit of wealth, The schol-
ar is not, by the mere fact of
his scholarship a more reli-
gious, a more spiritual, a less
secular [person]. The idea
that because a man is learned, especially
in subjects pertaining to religion, he is
therefore secure from the seductions of
worldliness is a fallacy.”

What Is Christian Thinking?

Throwing light on this question by
way of contrast is the following confes-
sion made some years ago by the popu-
lar Amerjcan clergyman, John Haynes
Holmes, recently deceased:

“I have found incalculable help and
guidance in recent years in taking Gandhi
as my example. If I have been tempted to
write an angry letter, I have asked myself,
‘Would Gandhi write such a letter? If I
have been irritated by some selfish boor
who has stolen my time to serve his own
designs and purposes, I have said to my-
self, ‘How would Gandhi treat this person?’
If T have found myself perplexed as to
what to do in this Instance or that, I have
again and again inquired within my heart,

5



“What wotld Gandhi tell me to do if I
should ask him?'”

From this quotation it is quite apparent
that the late pastor of New York City's
Community Church confessed to Gandhian
thinking. Even as Gandhi was Holmes’ ex-
ample, should not Christians set up Jesus
Christ as their example? For one to do
Christian thinking would mean for one to
ask oneself: “Would Christ write such a
letter?” “How would Christ treat this per-
son?" “What would Christ tell me to do if
I should ask him?”

The answers to such questions are not
hard to find. They are recorded for us in
the Christian Greek Scriptures and par-
ticularly in the four Gospels. Therein we
find what principles governed Jesus Christ,
how he dealt with various problems that
came up in his life and the truths and rules
of action he laid down for his followers.

From those Scriptures we see that Jesus
Christ himself had a guide to direct him,
his Father’'s Word, the Hebrew Scriptures,
of which he said, “Your word is truth.”
(John 17:17) He accepted the Mosaic
writership of the Pentateuch, the first five
books of the Bible and, more than that, he
considered them authentic and inspired.
His ministry shows that he accepted as
historical the account of creation, the Del-
uge, the destruction of Sodom and Gomor-
rah, the record of Abraham, and so forth.

To have Christian thinking on these
matters would therefore mean for us to
believe as Jesus did about them rather
than adopting the theories and specula-
tions of the higher critics and evolution-
ists. The writer of the IMustrated London
News (Nov. 2, 1963) who not long ago ob-
served that “there are remarkably few in-
stances in which Darwin’s theory has heen
tested, as all scientific theory should be
tested, by practical work” was understat-
ing the matter. As evolutionist the late Sir
Arthur Keith admitted, “Evolution is un-
proved and unprovable. We believe it only
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because the only alternative is special cre-
ation, and that is unthinkable.” But special
creation is not unthinkable to those who
do Christian thinking. :

The entire tenor of the ostensibly Chris-
tian higher criticism is to disparage the
Hebrew Scriptures, but Jesus appealed to
them ag his authority all through his
earthly ministry. Thus each time the
Tempter approached him Jesus countered
with, “It is written,” even as he appealed
to the same Authority to show which is
the first and greatest commandment and
that the dead will have a resurrection.
Christian thinking is Christ’s manner of
thinking, and that is in line with the in-
spired Word of his Father, Jehovah God.
—Matt. 4:4, 7, 10; 22:29-40,

Christian Thinking on God’s
Name and Kingdom

The lack of Christian thinking today is
also seen by the way many religious lead-
ers speak disparagingly of God’s name,
terming it a “solecism,” and by their leav-
ing it out of their Bible translations al-
together.

In striking contrast to such men, Jesus
Christ throughout his ministry made
prominent his Father’s name. Did he not
make the sanctifying of his Father’s name
the very first petition of his model prayer
for his followers? “Let your name be
sanctified,” or, “Hallowed be thy name.”
His own prayers manifest the same con-
cern for his Father’s name: “Father, glo-
rify your name.” “I have glorified you on
the earth ... I have made your name mani-
fest to the men you gave me out of the
world. . . . Holy Father, watch over them
on account of your own name which you
have given me . . . I have made your name
known to them and will make it known.”
Yes, from the inspired Record we see that
Christian thinking exalts God’s name,
which name is Jehovah.—Matt. 6:9; John
12:28; 17:4, 6, 11, 26; Isa, 42:8.

AWAERKE!



The way professed Christians put first
their loyalty to worldly governments is
further evidence of the lack of Christian
thinking, They are first Americans,
Frenchmen, Italians, and only after that
“Christians,” as is so clear in time of war
when Catholic kills Catholic and Protes-
tant kills Protestant. This lack is also seen
in the support professed Christians give to
such human schernes as the United Na-
tions and Godless Communism—for which
25 percent of “Christian” Italians voted
in the latest elections—instead of putting
their hope in God’s kingdom.

Christian thinking, as exemplified by
Jesus Christ, is oriented to the kingdom
of God. That kingdom was the theme of
his sermons, his parables and his prophe-
cies. Throughout his ministry he stressed
its importance. He had nothing in common
with the kingdoms of the world, even as
he said to Pontius Pilate: “My kingdom
is no part of this world.” When men want-
ed to make him king forcibly, he withdrew.
He was not interested in politics.—John
18:36; 6:14, 15. '

The lack of Christian thinking betrayed
by the youths in Roman Catholic parochial
schools whose highest aspirations were
found to be money and pleasure is but in-
dicative of the thinking of professed Chris-
tians in general.* Jesus’ words go un-
heeded by them: *Stop storing up for
yourselves treasures upon the earth, where
moth and rust consume, and where thieves
break in and steal. Rather, store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where nei-
ther moth nor rust consumes, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also, No ohe can slave for two mas-
ters . . . You cannot slave for God and for
Riches, Keep on, then, seeking first [God's]
kingdom and his rightecusness.”—Matt,
6:19-21, 24, 33.

* See The Ohrigtian Century, May 23, 1962,
AUGUST 28, 1564

Christian Thinking as fo Witneasing

The Christian’s obligation to witness is
another aspect in which there is a woeful
lack of Christian thinking in Christendom.
For most professed Christians the sum of
Christian duty is to go to church on Sun-
day and keep the Ten Commandments.
Far from witnessing, they do not even
think it important to take in knowledge
ahout Jehovah God and Jesus Christ, as is
apparent from the widespread Bible illit-
eracy in the United States, Canada and
other lands. Thus, according to George W.
Goth, president of the United Church’s
London conference, the churches are filled
with people who do not know or under-
stand the Bible.

How different all this is from the pat-
tern of Christian thinking set by Jesus
Christ! He was continually bearing witness
to the truth; no wonder he was known as
the “Teacher.”* More than that, he
trained and commissioned his disciples to
be teachers. That he intended this obliga-
tion to rest upon all his followers is ap-
parent from his parting instructions: “Go
therefore and make disciples of people of
all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
holy spirit, teaching them to observe ail
the things I have commanded you” It is
therefore not surprising to read that those
who had been scattered from Jerusalem
because of persecution “went through the
land declaring the good news of the word.”
—John 13:13; Matt, 28:19, 20; Acts 8:4.

Christian Thinking as to Conduct
Even as there is a woeful lack of Chris-
tian thinking in regard to the obligation
to bear witness, so there is a woeful lack
in the world today as to Christian conduct.
Far from heeding Jesus’ words, “Just as
you want men to do to you, do the same
way to them,” professed Christians by and

* This title appears some thirty-five times in the
Gospels.
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large follow their selfish inclinations. Their
pride, ambition and ruthless competition
stand in stark contrast to the mildness and
lowliness of mind that Jesus displayed and
of which he spoke: “Come to me, all you
who are toiling and loaded down, and I
will refresh you. Take my yoke upon you
and become my disciples, for I am mild-
tempered and lowly in heart.”—Luke 6:
31; Matt. 11:28, 29.

Jesus also set a high standard of sexual
morality. He taught
that ‘“everyone that !
keeps on looking ata
woman so as to have
a passion for her has
already committed
adultery with her in
his heart.” But today
popular entertainment in Christendom is
to a great extent given over to this very
thing and some of its grossest forms come
from a land that is supposed to be 99 per-
cent Christian, Roman Catholic, namely,
Italy. Jesus also taught that the only
grounds for divorce with remarriage is
adultery, but today divorces are being
granted for all manner of specious rea-
sons: incompatibility, “mental cruelty,”
and what not. What a lack of Christian
thinking all such conduct betrays!-—Matt.
5:28; 19:3-9.

Why Is Christian Thinking Lacking,
and Where Can It Be Found?
Why this lack of Christian thinking
among professed Christians? According to
a Chicago professor of Christian Ethics,
the reasons for the present state of pro-
fessedly religious denominations are:
(1) other forces have minimized, diltited
or rendered meaningless the Bible insights
as they pertain to Society, or (2) minis-
terial leadership has been unwilling or
unable to make clear the relationship be-
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ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE
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» Family Boss or Loving Husband?

tween religious life and community respon-
sibility, . . . or perhaps both.”* In con-
cluding this way he is not far wrong, for
the materialistic and faithless appeals by
commercialism to human weaknesses and
selfishness, together with the failure of the
religious leaders, because of their selfish-
ness or lack of faith and enlightenment, to
preach the truth of God’s Word, without
doubt account for much of the lack of
Christian thinking in Christendom.

But does this mean,
as Blamires states,
that there is no
Christian mind to be
found today? Not at
all. There is; a sim-
ple proof of this is to
be seen in this very
magazine, Adwake! While dealing with
many different topics in its various issues,
it relates all its information to the Chris-
tian mind; all its material is viewed in the
light of the Bible. And devoted exclusively
to advancing Christian thinking on Biblical
subjects is its companion, the Watchtower
magazine. Each of these magazines is dis-
tributed to the extent of millions of copies
twice each month both by mail and by
dedicated Christian ministers who give
evidence of having the Christian mind, of
thinking Christianly on all subjects.

They give evidence of this by accepting
the Bible as the inspired Word of God, by
making known God's name and kingdom
and by making the Christian ministry the
most important thing in their lives, By do-
ing this they lay up treasures in heaven
and show where their mind, their heart,
is. If you would acquire Christian thinking
on life’s questions and problems, ask for
assistance from one of these Christian wit-
nesses of Jehovah or write the publishers
of this magazine requesting someone to
call on you.

o A tial . W e

* The Church and Failh in Mid-dmerico—V., Oben-
haus.
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NONREASONING

TRAVELERS
BUT

TTH the coming of fall,
millions of birds in the
Northern Hemisphere take to
the wing and head south in a
mass migration that carries
some of them many thousands
of miles. High-flying ducks and
geese pass in formation over city
after city without the benefit of ra-
dio beacons and other electronic
guidance systems that keep human
air travelers from becoming lost. At
lower altitudes clouds of smaller
birds pass by with equal disregard
for knowledge about the science of
navigation, How is it possible for these
nonreasoning creatures to navigate ac-
curately over great distances while intel-
ligent humans are unable to do it without
the aid of precision-made instruments?
The songhirds known as warblers live
in north European countries during the
spring and summer, but in September they
begin heading south. Their destination is
Africa, including its southern part. Al-
though this is a trip of several thousand
miles, they navigate it with surprising ac-
curacy. Unlike ducks, the warblers do not
make the trip in groups that follow lead-
ers, Each is an individual traveler.
Possibly the longest route that is flown
by migrating birds is that followed by
Arctic terns. Every year they make a
round trip between the Arctic and the Ant-
arctic, with some flying a distance of about
25,000 miles. With equally good naviga-
tional ability, the bristle-thighed curlew
flies 6,000 miles from Alaska to Tahiti in
a migratory flight. For more than 2,000
miles of this trip, between Alaska and the
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Hawaiian Islands, the birds must fiy non-
stop over open ocean with no landmarks to
help them to find their way.

Not even a previous knowledge of a
route is necessary for migratory birds to
fly accurately to their destination, al-
though that destination may be nothing
more than a speck of land surrounded by
hundreds of miles of water. Young birds
making the trip for the first time mani-
fest the same ability as the older birds for
navigating aceurately.

In a test of a bird’s ability to find its
way over unknown territory, some inves-
tigators sent a Manx shearwater from En-
gland to the United States by plane. There
it was released. Within twelve days it was
back in its nest on the west coast of En-
gland, having flown more than 3,000 miles
over an unfamiliar route. Certain types of
pigeons manifest a somewhat similar hom-
ing ability. When released in unfamiliar
territory, they will circle briefly and then
head off in the right direction for their
lofts.



Other Navigators

Like birds, green turtles can also find a
speck of land in the middle of an ocean.
Turtles from Brazil swim about 1,400 miles
to Ascension Island, a tiny piece of land
only seven miles wide in the Atlantic
QOcean between South America and Africa.
For these turtles to navigate accurately
to that tiny island is a remarkable feat.
It is believed that they use the same meth-
od of navigation as used by migratory
birds. But their location-finding ability is
possessed by many other inhabitants of the
oceans.

Eels migrate through the Atlantic Ocean
from rivers in Europe and America to
their spawning grounds near the Bahama
Islands. For many of them this is a trip
of thousands of miles. Every yvear Alaskan
fur seals swim 3,000 miles to the Pribilof
Islands to give birth to their young, and
they too find their destination without dif-
fieulty. Salmon swim hundreds of miles
through the Pacific Ocean at spawning
time to ascend rivers that they left years
before as mere fingerlings. With astound-
ing homing ability they return to the very
streams where they were hatched. Even
insects have an amazing sense of direction.

Monarch butterflies migrate more than
1,800 miles from eastern Canada to San
Luis Potosi in Mexico without getting lost.
Bees know the direction in which they
found food and are able to communicate
that direction to other bees by a peculiar
dance in the hive. Foraging ants do not
lose their way when they are hundreds of
feet from their nests but are able to find
their way back. Solitary wasps have no
trouble locating their individual nests in
the ground although they may have to fly
hundreds of yards away to locate a spider
or caterpillar to stuff into it. Whether they
approach it from the air or from the
ground, they are able to find it despite its
tiny size and inconspicuous appearance.
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These and many other creatures seem to
have a surprisingly good sense of direction,
What many of them succeed in doing in-
stinctively man can do only with special
instruments. Not until recent vears did
man begin to realize how some birds, ani-
mals, insects and sea creatures are able to
travel without getting lost.

Celestial Navigation

Experiments by researchers have re-
vealed the remarkable fact that the sun,
moon and stars are important factors in
the direction-finding ability of certain
creatures. Early in the 1950’s investigators
such as G. V. T, Matthews of England and
Gustav Kramer of Germany turned up con-
vincing evidence that pigeons and wild
birds orient themselves by means of the
sun, using it as a compass,

While working with starlings, Kramer
discovered that their direction of flight in
a building could be altered by deflecting
sunlight through different windows by
means of mirrors. He also found that they
used the sun to locate a feeding station
they had been trained to look for in a par-
ticular direction. With their surroundings
screcned off from themn, all they could see
was the sky. On sunny days they found
the feeding station with no difficulty, but
on overcast days they hunted for it at
random. .

An experiment performed with warblers
by another researcher, E. G. F. Sauer of
Switzerland, proved that they can orient
themselves not only by the sun but also
by the stars. When migration time came,
caged warblers would invariably take up
the right direction of flight, The only clue
they had as to direction was the night sky
They watched it so closely that meteors
would cause a momentary change in their
direction of flight. Whenever the sky was
hidden by clouds they became disoriented.

AWAKE!



This was also ohserved with free warblers
while migrating.

Regarding the astounding navigational
ability of warblers, Sauer states in the
magazine Scientific American of August
1958 with regard to a warbler named
Johnny: “Johnny’s behavior, confirmed by
experiments with other birds, leaves no
doubt that the warblers have a remarkable
hereditary mechanism for orienting them-
selves by the stars—a detailed image of
the starry configuration of the sky coupled
with a precise time sense which relates the
heavenly canopy to the geography of the
earth at every time and season. At their
very first glimpse of the sky the birds
automatically know the right direction.
Without benefit of previous experience,
with no cue except the stars, the birds are
able to locate themselves in time and space
and to find their way to their destined
homes.”

Accurate navigation requires a means
for precise measurement of time. An in-
strument used by men for this purpose is
called a chronometer. It gives a navigator
his longitude location on a navigational
chart. A sextant gives him his latitude po-
sition by measuring the angle of the sun
above the horizon at noontime. These in-
struments make it possible for accurate
guidance of a plane or a ship to a distant
place, Birds accomplish the same thing
without the instruments,

A bird knows from the position of the
sun at any time of day which direction to
fly. It automatically allows for the move-
ment of the sun across the sky so that its
angle of flight does not change. In order
to do this it must have an accurate time
sense or inner clock,

The inner clock of celestially guided
creatures appears to be regulated by their
bodily processes. The time sense of bees,
for example, can be speeded up by increas-
ing their metabolism with drugs, and it
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can be slowed down by retarding their
metabolism. Whatever the inner clock ge-
tually is, it is essential for those creatures
that travel by the position of heavenly
bodies.

Experiments with sockeye salmon have
revealed that they too navigate by heaven-
ly bodies. It was found that they have con-
sistent directional tendencies as long as
they can see the sky. But when the skies.
are overcast or artificially covered, the
fish point in random directions, Similar re-
sults were had in experiments with the
little shrimplike crustacean, Talitrus salta-
tor, that inhabits the shores of Europe. It
always moved in the right direction for
reaching the sea when removed a distance
from jt. Loss of direction occurred only
when the sky was heavily overcast. Like
the starlings, it responded to mirrored re-
flections of the sun and altered its course
accordingly. A similar response was
achieved by mirrored reflections of the
moon. It had a time sense that allowed
for the movements of the sun and moon
s0 that its path of travel was always
correct.

Insects

By means of the sun or polarized light
from a patch of blue sky bees are able to
navigate their flights from flowers to hive
without losing their way. What is even
more remarkable is that a returning bee
informs other bees in the hive where it
has found food. This is done by a peculiar
dance that reveals the location of the food
by indicating its direction according to its
angle with the sun. The time of day is tak-
en into account by the bee so that the
angle will be correct for other bees that
head for the spot. It adjusts its position
with the movement of the sun,

An experiment with an aviary placed in
a darkened shed revealed the effect of
polarized light upon bees. A wide tube that
opened on the sky was placed over the en-
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trance of their hive. When a polarized light
filter was held over the open end of the
tube and turned, the dancing bees at the
entrance of the hive turned through the
same angle that the filter was turned. It
appears that the compound eyes of insects
enable them to see polarized light and to
use it as a reference for navigation. Po-
larized light helps ants to find their way
about although they depend chiefly upon
scent trails that they lay down. Ants that
have their view of the sky blocked by a
Polaroid light filter can be made to go in
different directions by merely rotating the
filter. They alter their course according to
the polarized light they see coming through
the filter. Other insects, such as the wasp,
depend wupon landmarks such as trees,
stones, and so forth.

Source of Orientation Ability

That unreasoning creatures are able to
orient themselves by polarized light and
heavenly bodies is a cause for wonderment.
How did they come to have this ability?
Where did night-flying birds such as the
warbler learn to navigate great distances
by the stars? How did other birds learn
how to use the sun? Why is it that young
migratory birds automatically know which
direction to migrate and how to navigate
the trip although it is a new experience for
them? Who taught the salmon how to use
the stars for finding its way back to the
place where it was hatched? How did these
creatures get a time sense so they can al-
low for the movement of the heavenly bod-
ies that they use as a compass? How did
bees come to have the ability to use the
sun and polarized light for finding their
way about? Why are these creatures able

to do by instinct what man has had to
learn to do with the aid of special instru-
ments?

The obvious answer to these questions
is that celestial navigation is beyond the
power of nonreasoning creatures to devel-
op by themselves. The ability for it had to
be imprinted upon their genetic structure
by the One who designed their bodies.
Thereby the thinking that he did for them
became an inherited instinct. Due to this
fact, man, with his power of reason, is able
to learn from these dumb creatures.

In wonderment man studies the amaz-
ing accomplishments of nonreasoning
birds, animals, fish and insects and then
devises scientific instruments that enable
him to duplicate their feats. His naviga-
tional instruments permit him to sail and
to fly to distant parts of the earth with the
same accuracy exhibited by fish, turtles
and birds. By applying the aerodynamic
principles evident in the bhodies of birds
man is able to make aircraft that enable
him to fly like them. His duplicating the
shape of large sea creatures has resulted
in speedy undersea craft with exceptional-
ly good maneuverability. His use of sonar
and radar copies the dolphin and the bat
that use echo ranging for locating food
and avoiding cobstacles, And so it is with
many other scientific achievements,

Wise designing is clearly manifested in
all these nonreasoning creatures. Their
Creator who gave them instinctive knowl-
edge about celestial navigation and other
scientific things is worthy of man’s wor-
ship and praise. “How many your works
are, O Jehovah! All of them in wisdom
you have made, The earth is full of your
productions.”-—Ps. 104:24.

AWAKE!



N MOST parts of the world respect for

law and order has swiftly eroded in re-
cent years. This lawless drift was well de-
scribed by H. R. McKinnon, prominent
lawyer and member of the police commis-
sion of San Francisco, who said: “It re-
quires no great effort to establish that dis-
respect for law is widespread, is alarming,
and is steadily growing worse.”

Regularly, reports of public defiance of
governmental authority are heard from
Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas.
Defiance of the law is not limited to crimi-
nals, but is indulged in by ordinary citi-
zens who would not consider themselves
lawless. One aspect of this was noted by
lawyer McKinnon when he stated: “Lately
a new development has begun to appear,
namely citizen participation in resistance
to arrest. Time and time again a police of-
ficer making an arrest finds himself sur-
reunded by a group of bystanders who as-
sist the suspect resisting arrest. In some
cases they have taken the suspect away
from the officer, sometimes before his
identification has been established, thus
nullifying the whole process. Sometimes
they attack the officer, with intent to in-
flict grievous harm.”

Swelling this defiance of the law, sharp
increases have occurred in lawless acts
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such as rioting, racial

conflicts, revolutions and civil disobedi-
ence, where people take the law into their
own hands, often resorting to acts of vio-
lence to gain what they desire. Frequently
crowds at sporting events disagree with
decisions of officials and hurl missiles at
them or even assault them with fists and
other weapons. Also, young students all
too often show disrespect for authority by
irresponsible acts, some even assaulting
the very teachers trying to instruct them
to respect the law!

Another shocking manifestation of dis-
respect for authority on the part of many
“average” citizens has come to the atten-
tion of police in the United States recently.
A man climbed high up on a Brooklyn
Bridge cable and threatened to jump in an
apparent suicide attempt. As police were
struggling to bring him down safely, the
crowd that gathered broke into an orga-
nized chant, crying, “Jump! Jump!” In a
similar sitvation a short time before, an-
other young man poised on a hotel ledge
was urged by a large crowd to jump, adults
mocking him, calling him “chicken” and
“vellow.”

These are not isolated incidents, but re-
flect the mounting disregard for estab-
lished law, order and decency on the part
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of many who are not considered criminals
in the ordinary sense. But the question
that needs answering at this point is this:
Why have so many become defiant of the
law, and what has made ordinary people
so callous and disrespectful?

Reflection of National Lawlessness

Those in authority cannot shift their re-
sponsibility for conditioning the minds of
people for such defiance of the law, It must
be said that individual lawlessness is very
often a reflection of national and interna-
tional lawlessness. Just as delinquent fa-
thers and mothers are likely to produce
delinquent children, so, too, governments
that show disrespect for established law
and order share in large measure the re-
sponsibility for the lawlessness of their
citizens.

‘What inspiration for lawful behavior is
it when nations fabricate reasons for in-
vading and plundering the territory of
their neighbor, killing and maiming thou-
sands of innocents? In World War I about
65,000,000 people were mobilized in the
armed forces of the nations invelved, and
during World War II more than 90,000,000,
according to The Encyclopedia Americand.
When so many persons are trained to de-
stroy property and lives on a wholesale
scale, they are being mentally conditioned
to do the same, even though on a lesser
scale, when they return from war. Since
brute force has been applied to solve prob-
lems on the internatiohal scale, it is not
so difficult for some to reason that the
same thing can be applied on an individual
seale. .

How can governments expect respect for
law when they themselves mock it? For
instance, in 1899 and 1907 two peace con-
ferences were held in The Hague, Nether-
lands; the first attended by twenty-six na-
tions and the second by forty-four, Almost
all these nations were at war in 1914! In

14

1928 the XKellogg-Briand Pact outlawed
war “as an instrument of national policy,”
and it was signed by sixty-two nations.
Most of them participated in World War
II a few years later! Yet these examples
Yepresent just a small fraction of the
treaties that have been violated in our gen-
eration alone!

It is against international law for the
aircraft of one nation to fly over another
nation without its permission. Yet the
United States, supposedly a champion of
Iaw, flew U-2 aircraft over the Soviet
Union repeatedly until one was shot down.
They have done this over Cuba also, Thus,
international law is viclated when it suits
a nation’s purpose,

Defilance of international law by nations
was noted after the 1963 nuclear test-ban
treaty was signed by Russia, Britain and
the United States. Commented U, 8, News
& World Report of August 19, 1963: “Op-
timism stirred by the pact is tempered
somewhat by memories that agreements
in the past often were repudiated when
they outlasted nations’ interests.”

When laws outlast a nation’s interests,
the nation does not hesitate to violate
them. It is not difficult, therefore, for in-
dividual citizens within nations to feel that
they will do the same, that they will obey
the law until it outlasts their personal in-
terests. Then they resort to whatever
means they feel they can get away with,
including violence, when their interests are
at stake,

Other Poor Examples

Below the national level, local leaders
also have eontributed to the breakdown of
law and order. When the United States Su-
preme Court ordered schools desegregated,
the governor of Alabama defled the court
and troops had to be called out to enforce
the integration order. In Prince Edward
County, Virginia, local officials elosed down
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the schools for five years rather than sub.
mit to the law! When governors and other
high officials defy the highest law of the
land, then lesser persons consciously or un-
consciously feel they can do the same.

Adding another voice to the justification
of defying the law, though supposedly in
support of human rights, was none other
than Adlai E. Stevenson, United States
representative at the United Nations. He
stated that with American students par-
tieipating “in the great struggle to advance
civil and human rights, even a jail sen-
tence is no longer a dishonor but a proud
achievement.” Thus, defying the law is
made a thing of honor, But who is to say
when individuals will do the same over
other issues that they may consider right,
but that others, perhaps the greater ma-
jority, including the law, may consider
wrong?

The Supreme Court of the United States
also ruled against permitting Bible reading
and prayers for worship in public schools.
But many insist that their schools must
have these, and work against the law.
Such ones fail to see the great harm they
do by their resistance and rebellion against
law. Their poor example and disrespect for
law waters it down in the eyes of others,
especially young ones, What such persons
fail to appreciate is that the court does not
say Bible reading and prayer are wrong!
The court merely states that they should
not be forced on children, for some are of
different faiths and may object. Actually,
religious instruction should be given in the
home primarily, and that by the father
and mother. Without this, compulsory Bi-
ble reading and prayer in school have little
effect, as has already proved to be the case.

Religion must also take its share of the
blame for lawlessness. In South America,
as well as elsewhere, the number of chil-
dren born out of wedlock is staggering. In
some lands more than 70 percent of all
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births are illegitimate! But the Catholic
Church, as well as other denominations,
continues to accept at their services cou-
Ples living immorally, without insisting on
proper marriage. How can these people be
expected to have respect for civil law con-
cerning marriage when the churches do
not? Yes, the responsibility of false reli-
gion for setting a bad example toward the
law is a heavy one indeed.

Heroes

Another reason for the lawless nature of
many people today was typified by this
“wise saying” in a newspaper recently:
“Fools make rules; great men break them.”
This implies that it is an honorable thing
to break the law. And is it not true that
many of the past and present leaders of
nations who are singled out as “great men,”
“heroes,” fall into the category of rule-
breakers, yes, lawbreakers? Some of the
most prominent national “herces” were
amd are revolutionaries, those who showed
utter disregard for the established law
and who organized violent revolutions that
took the lives of many, including the
innocent.

In the United States, George Washing-
ton is hailed as the “father of his country.”
He was a revolutionary. In Russia, Lenin
is revered. He masterminded the Bolshe-
vik revolution. Between 1933 and about
1943 or 1944, who was considered the
greatest man in Germany? Hitler! He, tog,
had revolted against the established order,

What effect does this have on law and
order? The masses of ordinary people are
led to believe that, since their hero was a
revolutionary, or a great conqueror, then
strife, violence and disregard for the lives
of others is proper under given conditions,
But what conditions? What one person
considers the proper condition for his riot-
ing, revolution and killing, another may
not.
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In Hitler's case, his conquests condi-

tioned many of his people to commit hei-

nous crimes. Were all those who carried
out such ecrimes viewed as criminals? By
no means! Of such ones, Charles Wighton
states in his book Heydrich, Hitler’s Most
Evil Henchman: “They include lawyers,
university professors and intellectuals and,
as was stated at Nuremberg, ‘they con-
sisted of a group of well-educated, well-
bred men, most of them from devout fami-
lies.” The other ranks were drawn partly
from the SS but still more from the regu-
lar police forces throughout the Third
Reich.”

Thus, the world trend toward delinquen-
cy and anarchy is sparked by the idolizing
of men who have made disregard for the
law a way of life, It is a preparing of the
minds of the young to rise up against
their elders in delinquent acts. What their
fathers did on a national level they can do
on a local or home level when they de not
like the established law or procedure. It'is
sad but true that men of peace are rarely
the greatest “heroes” that the rising gen-
eration seeks to copy.

God’s Laws
The basic reason for such defiance of
law today is that man has forsaken God's

laws governing human affairs. The result
is just as was predicted in the Bible:
“There is no truth nor loving-kindness nor
knowledge of God in the land. There are
the pronouncing of curses and practicing
of deception and murdering and stealing
and committing of adultery that have bro-
ken forth, and acts of bloodshed have
touched other acts of bloodshed.” (Hos.
4:1, 2) The apostle Paul foretold that in
these last days “wicked men and impostors
will advance from bad to worse.” (2 Tim.
3:13) Jesus Christ also foretold “the in-
creasing of lawlessness” in our time,
—Matt. 24:12.

Should all of this make you throw up
your hands and forget about trying te be
lawful? By no means! The one who wants
to do what is right in God’s sight will re-
spect law and order and will not permit
himself to get sucked into the delinguent
ways of lawless ones. He will not allow
himself to be duped into thinking that by
taking the law into his own hands, by riot-
ing or committing murder, he will help to
correct what is bad. Instead, he will seek
to obtain justice through the due process
of law in whatever country he lives, If this
is lacking, then the law-abiding cne leaves
the matier in God’s hands, confident that
He will execute justice in His due time.

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

® “Youthful criminality is one of our fastest
growing and most serious problems,” accord-
ing to John Edgar Hoover, director of the
FBIL Hoover warned:

“There is one common denominator in the
background of almost all youthful criminals
—parental neglect.”

He blamed soft law enforcement as next
most reprehensible,

Reporting the situation in Family magazine,
the FBI director urged parents to take to
heart these suggestions:

“Maintain a strong family relationship with
proper respect for parental authority a re-
quirement of your children,
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“Provide your children with responsibilities
by giving them specific tasks to perform.
Encourage them to take on ouiside activities
to earn money or perform voluntary services.

“Keep . your children busy with wholesome
activitles and conirol the type of television
programs and movies they see,

“Keep informed on the whereabouts and
activities of your children. Know their asso-
ciates and insure that sccial functions they
attend are properly chaperoned.”

He urged, “Be a law-azbiding citizen your-
self . . . Realize that you are responsible for
your children and their deeds. Do not shirk
this responsibility.”
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READERS of Awake! will be interested to hear
about response to the article "Portugal Sup-

presses Freedom of Woarship,' which appeared

in the May 22 issue of Awuke! Soon after this
magazine was released, people from all over
the world began writing te Portuguese officials
regarding the religious persecution in Portugal.

PRroC. 4,26
No. 395

THE EDITOR

“AWAKE"

117 ApAMS STREET

BROOKLYN, NEw York 11201

DEAR SIR:

In connection with the article “Portu-
gal Suppresses Freedom of Worship”,
which appeared in the May 22, 1964 issue
of your publication—and also in reference
to a letter from Mr. Grant Suiter, Secre-
tary and Treasurer of the “WATCH TOW-
ER”—the Embassy is in a position to ad-
vise you of the following:

1. There is indeed religious freedom in
Portugal, fully guaranteed by the Consti-
tution, as well as by the Christian tradi-
tions of the Portuguese people.

2. The Portuguese authorities have not
exerted any reprisals against members of
the sect “Jehovah’s Witnesses” although
certain measures had to be adopted by the

AUGQUST 28, 1964

Portuguese Embassy
Whites~ Awoke/

The Portuguese Embassy in the United States
wrote to the Awake! magazine after receiving
an avalanche of this mail, and atiempted to
explain the situation of Jehovah's witnesses in
their country. In keeping with the Embassy’s
request, and so thot Awake! readers will be
informed on the sitvation, the Embassy's letter
is here reproduced in its entirety.

PORTUGUESE EMBASSY
WASHINGTON

16 JUNE 1964

same authorities to curb those activities
of the “Jehovah’s Witnesses”, in Portugal,
which are in flagrant conflict with the
laws of the Country and with the private
rights of the citizens, to wit:

a) The “Jehovah’s Witnesses” in
Portugal have been distributing propagan-
da material, and alsc preaching such pro-
paganda, advocating disrespect for the Na-
tignal Flag and inciting the people against
military duty in the defense of their Coun-
try. These two aspects of the propaganda
of the “Jehovah’s Witnesses” are not perti-
nent to Religien or Christianity. They are
considered subversive attempts against the
security and public laws of the Country.
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b) In the course of their propaganda
activities through the various residential
areas of Lisbon, as well as in other towns,
the “Jehovah's Witnesses” have violated

the privacy of the citizens, by imposing -

their presence in their homes on false pre-
tences, and forcing propaganda material on
them, often with threats and insults. In
several instances, these “Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses” have literally forced doors open
when the alarmed residents tried to close
their doors to protect their privacy. This
is a flagrant violation of the rights of pri-
vacy of the citizenry in Portugal.

3. The civic and religious groups in Por-
tugal, both Catholic and Protestant, as
well as the population itself, became very
alarmed in the face of the unethical and
seemingly non-religious propaganda and
activities of these “Jehovah’s Witnesses”,
and the local authorities were flooded with
complaints which led to an investigation
of such activities and eventually to certain
measures to curb them.

It is deplorable, indeed, dear Sir, that
the members of the “Jehovah’s Witnesses”
should have placed themselves in a posi-
tion so hostile to Portugal that the genu-
ine alarm of the population and Churches
compelled the local authorities to adopt
restrictive measures to prevent more dis-
agreeable consequences. Portugal is a deep-
ly Christian country but the Portuguese
people also believe in the concept of na-
tionality and in the defense of their Na-
tion’s security, and of the dignity of the
people.

It would appear to us that the mission-
ary activities of all Christian groups should
be re-routed towards the anti-Christian
countries of the World-—of which, unfor-
tunately, there are many—rather than be-
ing wasted and creating ill will among peo-
ples, such as the Portuguese, who have
followed the precepts of Christ for a thou-
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sand years, and who have toiled and died
throughout the centuries trying to carry
the message of Christ to all corners of the
world. We fail to understand this extraor-
dinary paradox in the behavior of the
“Jehovah's Witnesses.”

In the meantime, allow me, dear Sir, to
regret the organized hate campaigh which
the “Jehovah’s Witnesses” in the United
States are carrying on against Portugal,
by means of letters addressed to the Em-
bassy. It is a shocking organized campaign
by the members of your sect, for we have
received many hundreds of letters—the
text is often the same in dozehs of them,
and some even arrive in the wrong enve-
lope! Hastiness, we presume, must have
caused the mix-up, But the contents of
such unanswerable letters (which are open
to your personal inspection) is mainly in-
sulting, coarse, and often bordering on the
unprintable. We find it impossible to as-
sociate the feelings of the authors of such
deplorable letters with the principles of
Morality and Christianity, as you, Sir, and
I know them.

The Embassy would be very obliged to
you, if you would kindly have this letter
printed in your publication, for this is our
clarification in connection with your ar-
ticle about the situation of the “Jehovahl’s
Witnesses” in Portugal.

Sincerely,
J. de Menezes Rosa [Sig.]

J. DE MENEZES Rosa
MINISTER-COUNSELOR

cc: MR. GRANT SUITER
“WATCH Towzer”
124 CoLumsia HEIGHTS
BrooKLYN 1, NEw YORK

MR. ANTON KOERBER
WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE
“WATCH TOWER"”
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JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES |

Upon receipt of the foregoing letter from the Porfuguese Embassy, Grant Suiter, Secretary-
Treasurer of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc., publisher of the
Awake! magazine, sent the following open letter of reply. After reading it, you may want
to wtite again to the Portuguese Embassy in Washington, or to other Portuguese govern-
ment officials. [t would be o fine thing to let them know how you feel about this matter.
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OPEN LETTER OF REPLY TO THE PORTUGUESE EMBASSY
JuLy 6, 1964

THE HONORABLE J, DE MENEZES ROSA
MINISTER-COUNSELOR

PORTUGUESE EMEBASSY

WASHINGTON, D, C,

DEAR MR. MINISTER:

We are happy to oblige by printing your
letter for the consideration of Awake!
readers around the world, However, rath-
er than serving to clarify matters, this let-
ter still leaves unanswered the important
questions: What is to be done in behalf of
those Portuguese citizens who are suffer-
ing for their religious beliefs in Portugal?
Will Portuguese police continue to hound
private citizens, invade their homes, ran-
sack personal belongings and arrest per-
sons simply because they meet together to
study the Bible or speak about it t¢ oth-
ers? Millions of freedom-loving people
around the world have their attention fo-
cused on the situation in Portugal and
they want to know.

AUGUST 28, 1964

It is obvious to dwake! readers that for
you to say that “there is indeed religious
freedom in Portugal” and that ‘Portu-
guese authorities have not exerted any re-
prisals against . . . ‘Jehovah’s Witnhessges’ ”
is merely 1o ignore the facts concerning
what is happening in your country. Awake!
carefully reported facts, names, places,
dates and details. For example, the order
from the police in Caldas da Rainha for-
bidding Alexandre Cardosa Veiga, his wife
and José Fernandes Lourenco to read the
Bible is now public knowledge around the
world. It has been reproduced in millions
of coples of Awake! magazines in many
languages, By what standards, or form of
reasoning, can a country that refuses its
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people the right to possess and study the
Bible be said to have “religious freedom”?
Do responsible Portuguese officials honest-
ly believe that such action is in keeping
with the guarantees of your Constitution?
Will similar orders contimie to be given?

That reprisals have not been exerted
against Jehovah’s witnesses is simply not
true. Bibles, Bible literature and even the
furniture have been taken from their
homes and, on occasions, never returned.
Bible studies have been forcibly broken up,
as on August 21, 1963, in Aveiro, and on
March 12, 1964, in Lisbon, and those in
attendance herded off to jail. In Sethbal,
Artur Canaveira was arrested, mercilessly

beaten by the police, and months later re- -

leased without any charge being made
against him. Down in Angola, Manuel da
Silva and Manuel Gongalves Vieira were
separated from their families, who depend
upon them for support, and were held for
months in prison without any charge being
made against them. Recently the authori-
ties escorted them to a ship and forced
them to travel to Lisbon. How cah you say
that these are not unjust reprisals against
Jehovah's witnesses? Apparently these are
examples of the “certain measures” you
said were adopted by the authorities. It is
obvious to millions of people who are ac-
quainted with these incidents that they are
unjust reprisals, and they will want to
know whether Portugal is going to quit
this campaign of religious persecution and
really grant freedom of worship to Portu-
guese citizens who are Jehovah'’s witnesses.

It is common knowledge that Jehovah's
witnesses are not endeavoring to under-
mine the security of any nation. Their ac-
tivities are not subversive. They remain
separate from politics, as Christ Jesus ex-
plained at John 17:14, and confine their
activities to preaching the good news of
God’s kingdom for which all Christians

20

were taught by Jesus to pray. Therefore,
in the vast majority of countries in the
world that grant freedom of religion, Je-
hovah's witnesses carry on their preaching
without interference. Why is Portugal a
major exception? Why is it that vou claim
that the ministerial activities of Jehovah's
withesses “are in flagrant conflict with the
laws of the Country”? Is it because Por-
tuguese authorities consider it against their
laws to teach people about God’s kingdom?
Do they -believe that Jesus’ teaching to
“love one another just as I have loved you,”
and to “love your enemies,” must be sup-
pressed?—John 15;12 and Matthew 5:44
in the Holy Bible.

Contrary to what your letter asserts, Je-
hoval’s witnesses have never taught dis-
respect of any nation’s flag, or incited
people against military duty. Their inter-
nationally distributed Bible textbook “Let
God Be True” clearly says, on page 245:
“Jehovah's witnesses are not against peo-
ple who salute or desire to salute the flag
of any nation. Nor do they oppose the de-
sire of any person to serve in the armed
forces of any nation, Nor do they oppose
the efforts of any nation to raise an army
by conscripting its manpower. If a citizen
wants to salute a flag or to enter the
armed forces of any nation, it is his right
to do so, and Jehovah's withesses regard
it as wrong for them to oppose the efforts
of such person or to condemn him. They
do not attempt to convert the world to a
refusal to salute flags or to decline to bear
arms. They merely keep their neutrality
and their obligations as ambassadors for
God's kingdom, and they declare their rea-
sons for refusing to break their allegiance
to their God and Savior.”

The sole purpose of Jehovah's witnesses
is to make known the teachings of God’s
Word the Bible for the salvation of all
kinds of people. When individuals learn

AWAKE!



that God commands men to love cne an-
other, regardless of nationality, and as a
result they conscientiously refuse to go to
war against their fellowman, then what?
Did not Justin Martyr and Origen as well
as other reputable historians say that
many early Christians responded in a simi-
Jar way to Christ’s message? To contend
that they did not is to ignore the facts of
history. The prominent religious leader
Martin Niemoller even said recently: “I
cannot imagine Jesus marching with any
army.” Was that subversive?

Jehovah's witnesses endeavor to copy
" the example of Jesus and his early follow-
ers when it comes to the conflicts of world-
ly nations. Does Portugal consider it a
crime for persons to try to imitate Christ?
If Jesus and his early followers were alive
today, would Portuguese officials imprison
and beat them because they refused to guit
their preaching work to take up military
duty? If not, Portugal should be consistent
and refrain from imprisoning and brutally
beating modern-day Christians who have
conscientious objection to killing their
fellowman or training for that purpose.

While it is true that Jehovah's witnesses
copy Jesus Christ and carry the Christian
gospel to the homes of people, they do not
‘violate the privacy of citizens by imposing
their presence in their homes on false pre-
tences.’ Neither have they “literally forced
doors open when the alarmed residents
tried to close their doors to protect their
privacy.” That such accusations have no
support is evidenced by the fact that no
proof of this is given in your letter. These
are only slanderous assertions that are
made in an attempt to justify Portugal’s
unjust treatment of Jehovah’s witnesses,

That Jehovah's witnesses carry on their
ministry in the dignified manner that Je-
sus Christ outlined in the Gospel of Mat-
thew, chapter ten, verses twelve to four-
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teen, all honest persons who have coine in
contact with them will testify, Even Catho-
lic priest John O'Brien noted this when
commenting on the good that a “tactful,
courteous, well trained doorbell apostle”
can accomplish. He said: “It is ironic that
this apostolic method is now used by non-
Catholic sects, especially Jehovah's wit-
nesses, whose numerous converts put us
Catholics to shame.”

The conduct of Jehovah’s witnesses is so
exemplary that a report concerning it was
even incorporated in the United States
Congressional Record, 1958, appendix, page
A6907. The following excerpts from that
Record deseribe New York city’s estima-
tion of Jehovah's witnesses following one
of their international assemblies:

“WITNESSES STYLED CITY'S BEST
GUESTS—180,000 AT WORLD ASSEM-
BLY WIN PRAISE FOR CQURTESY,
QUIETUDE, AND NEATNESS . . . New
Yorkers are unanimous in agreeing that
the Witnesses’ conduet has been exem-

plary. . .. Their cleanliness is now almost
legendary. . . . Courtesy has been their
watchword. . . ., Executive vice president of

the New York Convention and Visitor's
Bureau, called the Withesses ‘an asset to
the community.’ He described their be-
havior as ‘out of this world,'”

Does this group of people sound like the
kind that would rudely force their way
into the homes of people? Of course not!
Jehovah’s witnesses simply do not perform
their ministry that way. They have a mes-
sage of peace and they deliver it in a
peaceful, courteous manner, in keeping
with Jesus’ instructions.

You say that the orthodox religious
systems in Portugal became very much
alarmed because of *the unethical and
seemingly non-religious propaganda and
activities of these ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses,’
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and that this “alarm of the population and
Churches compelled the local authorities
to adopt restrictive measures.” But were
not the religious clergy “alarmed” by Je-
sus’ teaching in the first century also? In-
deed they were! The scripture says that
when ‘‘the chief priests and the scribes
heard [what Jesus taught, they] began to
seek how to destroy him; for they were in
fear of him, for all the crowd was continu-
ally being astounded at his teaching.” The
chief priests were finally able to silence
Jesus' “alarming” teaching by instigating
his death, but their attempts to quiet his
followers failed.—Mark 11:18; see also
John 19:15 and Acts, chapters 4 through 7.

Similarly, in Portugal today the Catho-
lic clergy are resentful and envious when
Jehovah’s witnesses call at the homes and
people by the thousands respond to their
Bible message. It so infuriates some reli-
gious leaders that they accuse Jehovah’s
withesses of being subversive, of dissemi-
nating ‘non-religious propaganda’’—the
same false charge made against Jesus:
“This man we found subverting our na-
tion,” (Luke 23:2) But Christ’s message
was not subversive, and neither are the
teachings of Jehovah's witnesses today!
Those who say they are subversive are
spreading lies. Jehovah's witnesses are a
Christian people who are granted freedom
of worship throughout the free world.
Should they not, then, be allowed to earry
on their worship in Portugal also? How
can you expect the world to believe that
Portugal is a “deeply Christian country”
when she suppresses the activity of Chris-
tians in the same manner as Communist
lands do?

While the Churches may call the preach-
ing activities of Jehovah’s witnhesses ‘“‘un-
ethical,” at the same time, some Catholic
clergymen will admit that this is the way
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Christianity should be practiced. In your
neighboring country Spain, Catholic priest
Jesus Urteaga wrote in the magazine Mun-
do Cristiano, in its September 1963 issue:
“If the first Twelve {apostles] would have
been as useless as many of us are, the
Church of Christ today would be only a
small historical remembrance. But they
were proselytizers as God commands. To-
day, Christ asks of all of us more aposto-
late and more proselytism. , . . Those that
are not proselytizers, are sleeping Chris-
tians, useless, empty, insipid and pusillani-
mous, without salt and without light. In
the eyes of God their lives are sterile.” In
order to avoid being sterile in the eyes of
God, Jehovah’s witnesses preach “publicly
and from house to house,” just as did the
apostles. (Acts 20:20; 5:40-42) They are
preaching from house to house in Portugal
without salary, out of Christian love for
neighbor, telling other persons about the
Almighty God and Christ Jesus and trying
to help them to gain the knowledge of God
that will lead them to everlasting life. If
such works done in Portugal mean that
the workers are considered **hostile,” then
we are indeed sorry to learn that Portu-
gal is in that position with relationship to
the work ordained by the Almighty God
through Christ Jesus.

You say that missionary activities
“should be re-routed towards the anti-
Christian countries,” for Portugal has “fol-
lowed the precepts of Christ for a thousand
years.” But surely you are not asking all
Catholics and Protestants to stop their
preaching in Portugal. Then why should
Jehovah’s witnesses do s0? Jehovah's wit-
nesses do go to “ami-Christian countries”
to preach, but they also must speak to
their neighbors in whatever land they hap-
pen to be living. They follow the instruc-
tions of Jesus Christ, who sent his early
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disciples first to their fellow countrymen,
and then out to other nations. (See Mat-
thew 10:5, 6; Acts 1:8.) As long as there
are ecrimes, violence, immorality, occupied
prisons, or suffering in any land—and this
seems universal—there is no question
ahout the need for more Christian preach-
ing and teaching. It will result to the bene-
fit of Portugal and her people as Jehovah’s
witnesses continue their Christian work in
the cities and towns in which they live,
There are now thousands of Jehovah’s
witnesses in Portugal and, no matter what
any human authority says, they feel obli-
gated to obey the Scriptural command to
“Preach the word.,” (2 Timothy 4:2)
Christians do not forget to render to God
what belongs to Him, (See Matthew 22:
21.) To obey God’s Word is the Christian
thing to do, is it not?

The question is, Will Portugal do the
Christian thing? Will she follow the pre-
cepts of Christ? Certainly Christ never
forbade anybody to read the Bible, or had
them thrown into prison for preaching its
message! He never jabbed a bayonet in the
gide of those with whom he did not agree,
Nor did he invade the privacy of other peo-
ples’ homes and take away their posses-
sions. But this is what the police have been
doing to Jehovah’'s witnesses in Portugal.
Are these the acts of a “deeply Christian
country”? You can be sure that millions of
freedom-loving people arcund the world
do not think so. They will be praying to
God that Portugal will recognize its mis-
take and refrain from its program of re-
ligious persecution,

Contrary to what you say, publishing the
facts regarding the suppression of freedom
of worship in Portugal is no part of an “or:
ganized hate campaign,” It is an effort to
bring to the attention of responsible gov-
ernment officials what is actually being
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dore to unpopular religlous minorities.
Neither ig it because of hate that people
from all over the world are writing Portu-
guese officials; rather; it is because of lIové
and concern for Christians who are suffers

-ing for their religious beliefs in your coun-

try. You do not tell us what language is
from your standpoint “insulting, coarse
and often bordering on the unprintable.*
But since the Portuguese embassy in
Washington would not accept my first let.:
ters regarding this matter because they
contained the word “persecution,” it is un-
derstandable that you probably class any
letter referring to such persecution as “in-
suiting, coarse and . . . bordering on the
unprintable.” At tlmes it is necessary to
speak very frankly when one states truth
so his hearers will know exactly what he
means. That this is the Christian way is
evident from the example of Christ Jesus
at Matthew 15:1-20 and chapter 23, which
Bible portions please read.

However, we are sorry if you feel we are
in any way rude or unkind. Qur purpose is
simply to seek justice for a. Christian mi-
nority in Portugal. Frankly it is disappolint.
ing to us not to receive any assurance from
you that the authorities will investigate
the cases of persecution already reported,
We hoped this would be the case when in-
formation was called to the attention of
the higher authorities. Reports continue to
come in showing the need for just action.
For example: Here is the report of Maria
Emilia Soares da Costa, a Christian wom-
an residing at Castelo Branco, Portugal:

“On the 12th of May, 1964, I was visited
by a plainclothes policeman and was told to
report to the chief of police of Castelo
Branco, Joaquim Dias. When I arrived at
the police station at 4 o’clock in the after-
noon of the same day, another brother, To-

mas Gil, was already there, having also
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been advised to do so. We were taken into
the waiting room and were received by a
man whom I presumed to be the police
chief. He asked, ‘Are these the Jehovahs?’
When he was told that we were, he shouted
in a loud voice so that all could hear,
Aren't you ashamed of yourselves? Do
vou think the police are sleeping? Do you
know what happened to Anibal Pires? |A
brother who was in Castelo Branco and
who lost his job due to police pressure on
his boss and who had to leave the city to
find employment.] Do you know what hap-
pened to ‘Brother’ Nascimento? [A resi-
dent in Castelo Branco who was also forced
to leave due to police pressure.] You
[meaning me| have until the end of the
month to leave the city of Castelo Branco.
Before leaving, come here and tell us where
you are going. You can't stay here one day
extra. If you don’t leave, we will not give
you one moment of peace. Your every move
will be watched and then you will be put in
prison. Do you hear?'

“T was then dismissed and the other
brother was taken into the office of the
chief and told in a more polite manner that
we could not have meetings nor go from
house to house and that no matter where
we went, Covilha, Fundao, etc. [small
towns twenty to thirty miles away that are
in the same province] we would be ar-
rested.”

Further, at Vila Nova de Gaia on the
13th of May, 1964, Colonel Santos Junior,
commander of the Public Security Police
of Porto, and Antonio Gomes da Silva,
member of the same police, entered the
Kingdom Hall in Vila Nova de Gaia. The
meeting had ended and most of Jehovah's
witnesses had left. The police asked several
questions and confiscated a small amount
of literature that they found, including sev-
en Bibles. The presiding minister, Joaguim
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Pereira, was ordered to appear at the local
police station the next day. He did so and
was questioned for over an hour about the
activities of Jehoval's witnesses.

On the 27th of the same month, just as
the Theccratic Ministry School was ending,
eight policemen entered the Kingdom Hall
and demanded all the literature “that talks
about Jehovah,” including Bibles. They
then took the three members of the con-
gregation committee to the Aljube prison
of the Public Security Police. These three
witnesses of Jehovah stayed in this prison
until two days later, the 29th, at which
time they were transferred to the Interna-
tional Police prison. The three were Kept in
this prison until the 30th, at which time
they were again gquestioned and finally
booked on the charge of holding “a crimi-
nal and illegal meeting.” Each was made
to pay $6.50 and all were released to await
trial.

Jehovah’s witnesses are peace-loving
people who have been grossly misrepresent-
ed in your country and have, as a result,
been the targets of terrible persecution,
You can help by letting officials in Portugal
know that here in the United States, as in
all free countries, Jehovah's witnesses are
granted their freedom and are not consid-
ered subversive or a threat to national
security.

We look forward to being able to publi-
cize to the world that freedom of worship
is no longer being suppressed in Portugal.
May your response to this letter help to
make this possible in the near future.

Yours sincerely,
GRANT SUITER
SECRETARY-TREASURER,

WATCHTOWER BIBLE AND TRACT
SocIETY oF NEW YoORK, INC.
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"HE dayz when slavery blighted this

beautiful island have long since
passed. The indignities, the horrors of
that time make a shameful record in the
annals of history. Great forward strides
have carried Jamaica from slavery to
emancipation to independence. And yet
many Jamaicans are not yet free. The
obeahmen and evil spirits are their mas-
ters; sorcery and supersti-
tion, their shackles,

cautions are relaxed only after the child
has beéen christened. -

A white cloth bound around the head
in case of fever or headache, it is said,
will attract angels and thus repel duppies.

A cob of corn is fastened over a door-
way to forestall the duppy’s entry. He
will stop to count the kernels, they say,
and, since he can count only to three, he
never makes it over the
threshold.

Who are these evil spirits
and what strange powers do
they possess? They are com-
monly known as “duppies”
and thgy are believed by the
people here to be the spirits
of the dead who terrorize
the living, doing so on their
own initiative, or being pre-
vailed upon, through the me-
dia of an obeahman to cause
injury to some particular
person. Duppies are said to
reside in cottonwood trees or

“Nine-Night” and
“Forty Days”
Observance of proper rites
at a person’s death, they be-
lieve, will set the spirit free
from its earthly home and
reduce the danger of future
hauntings. Included in the
ritual is the practice of
““nine-night.”” For eight
nights friends and relatives
gather at the home of the be-
reaved family to sing hymns.

in bamboo thickets, remain- “ Avf:ke!" In many cases, games are
ing close at hand for their correspondent played and stories told to
nightly prowlings. in Jomaica cheer up the family. On the

Safeguards are many.
Wily as these evil ones may be, Jamaicans
believe that they can be tricked by some
very simple devices. Many who scoff at
the idea of such spirits still observe the
precautions, just in case. Here are a few:

An open Bible is placed at the head

of a newborn baby to keep evil spirits -

from entering the soft spot and causing
the child to be dumb or demented.

A mother remains in her room for
nine days after giving birth; doors, win-
dows and crevices closed against the en-
try of duppies. She will not leave the
yard for three months. The same cus-
toms prevail among all classes, but some
may give the reason as fear of catching
cold, especially from the night air. Pre.
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ninth night, all relatives,
friends and neighbors of the deceased
person must be there without fail, for on
that night his spirit makes the final
check and must be satisfied that due
homage has been rendered. Anyone miss-
ing may expect trouble from him in the
future. Until midnight there is monoto-
nous but vociferous hymn singing, but
with the supper and a generous portion
of rum, provided by the family of the
deceased, the gathering changes tone and
pace, "and dancing, singing and drum-
ming continue until dawn, Then the
house is swept, possessions of the dead
are given to relatives, boiled unsalted
rice and rum are thrown out, and, it is
said, the spirit recognizes that it is time
to go. He is no longer welcome,

25



SQimilar to this is the forty-day ritual,
usually reserved for a cult leader, This is
not only a commemoration celebration but
also the occasion for selecting his succes-
sor. This timé a table or altar will hold
something to attract the “spirit of the
dead man,” and his favorite hymns will be
featured. The program continues until the
participants become spirit-possessed.

“Duppy Setting”

Diseases, major or minor, and misfor-
tune in business or in love are also believed
to be the responsibility of the duppies, and
this is where the obeahman comes in. On
payment of a fee, he will “set a duppy” on
any designated victim. In a small bag he
may put such objects as pieces of broken
glass, chicken bones or feathers, blood-
smeared rags, nails and, if possible, a per-
sonal possession of the victim. This bag,
having had mysterious incantations mut-
tered over it, will be buried in the yard or
left near the victim’s home. Imagine, now,
the poor fellow, possibly on his way home
after a day’s work cutting cane or cultivat-
ing yams. He is weary, but quite happy
and relaxed because his work
is done. But now he spots the
bag. What is this? Obeah!
Terror grips his heart. Beads
of perspiration break out all
over him. Trembling, he sinks
to the ground, face buried in
his hands. “Wha’ fe do?” he
groans. All is lost. There is no
hope. Death is certain, But
stop! “Perhaps there is a way.
Find an obeahman!' he rea-
sons. And off he scurries to
the same one or another to get
relief and vengeance! Now the
obeahman, the master, can
play one against the other,
holding them in his power and extracting
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his fee from both. The shackles are tight.
They are not vet free.

The fear of obeah is so great that a per-
son afflicted with a sudden ailment will im-
mediately presume that someone has set
a duppy on him. His friends will encourage
him “to see to it,” and so instead of get-
ting medical aid, he will seek out an obeah-
man, who will convince him that he has
an enemy and will obligingly concoct a
counteracting spell for him.

The ocbeahman claims ability to bestow
prosperity in business, to help to win your
court case and his interference in love af-
fairs can make or break them. If-obeah
fails, he has the classic comeback. Instruc-
tions have not been properly carried out,
and these are sufficiently complex to give
weight to his claim. .

The practice of obeah is illegal, hut it
continues, secretive, mysterious and evil,
thriving on the credulity of the peasant,
not yet free. Sociologists and historians
trace the obeahman back to the African
witeh doctor, particularly of the Ashanti
tribe. Today the obeahman may also be a
cult leader and bhe expected to work good
and offset bad. One such cult
is called “Pocomania.”

Pocomania and the Cults

Pocomania, ‘‘Little mad-
ness.” What an intriguing
name for a religion! A visit
to a typical meetinghouse
should prove most interesting,
There are a number of centers
in town but the one I have in
mind is a little distance away.
But come, Jamaican nights
are made for walking. The
tropic sun has finished with
the island for today and the
air is clear, balmy and the
darkness like a velvet cloak.
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You are eyeing those church buildings.
Yes, some of them have been there for a
long time, at least a long time in relation
to Jamaica’s history. Did you know that
Columbus dedicated this lovely island to
“the Most Holy Trinity”? That was in
1494 and so Jamaica remained a-Catholic
island until the church was proscribed from
1655 to 1792. In 1662 the Church of En-
gland became the established church with
the support and under the control of the
government. Endowment lasted until 1870.
However, keep in mind that in those early
days, the church confined its aectivities to
the planters and estate owners, Christiani-
ty was not thought suitable for glaves. It
was not until the end of the eighteenth
century that the teachings of Christendom
reached the slave population, and this
through the efforts of the nonconformist
missionaries. Then “Christian” elements
were superimposed on African beliefs, re-
sulting in cults similar to the one we are
about to visit.

Today nearly every religion known to
Christendom is represented in Jamaica, as
well as a Hindu samaj, a Jewish synagogue
and a Moslem mosque. Religion of one sort
or another is very much a part of the life
of the people of this island. Atheism, even
skepticism, is almost unknown,

For some time you have been conscious
of the beating of drums. That has been
the signal to the community that a service
is being held tonight. The churches we
have passed would seem to qualify Jamaica
for a place on Christendom’s roll call, but
what you are about to see is something
less orthodox. We just follow this path
through to the clearing, and here we are.

Notice the bamboo pole with the shelf
over there near the door. The glass of wa-
ter and the white flowers you see on it are
the cult leader’s means of contacting and
receiving messages from the spirit world.
As usual there are many people here, both
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ingide and outside the meetinghouse. It ig
not a very imposing structure, but that is
not important, Let us look inside. The man
in white, wearing the turban, is the leader
or “shepherd.” You notice that behind him
on the raised platform are pictures of Je-
sus and some saints, a wooden cross and
some flowers. The altar is not on the plat-
form, but down in the wide center aisle.
It is simply a table bearing an open Bible
and some flowers. The benches nearest it
are occupied by a group of women, also
wearing white and with their turhans
wound high like the leader's. These are his
assistants,

The service begins, Prayer, RBible read-
ing, testimony giving and sermon, while
emotional and while laboring on the sin-
fulness of the world, are not too unusual
except for the repeated interruptions of
the audience, Shouting and groaning to
show their approval, they have entered
right into the service itself. Then as they
sway and clap their hands, the assistants
begin moving about the altar, grunting
rhythmically. Goaded on by the shepherd,
the shuffling gyrations gain momentum
and the grunis gain volume. Eyes take on
a glassy look. Some are closed. Gradually
a trancelike state replaces the frenzy.
Glance around at the congregation. Drops
of sweat wet every brow. Emotions are
tense. Some succumb and fall to the ground.
The shepherd's voice rises above the grunts
invoking the spirits to come, the spirit of
Jesus, the spirit of Moses and even the
spirit of the earth. The white-clad group
are overcome. Falling to the ground, they
writhe in agony, and the grunting turns o
moans and sobs.

Back outside, the air seems much cooler
in contrast with the heat being generated
inside the meeting place. How can they
keep going at such a pace? Some do it by
smoking ganga, a form of Indian hemp,
before the service begins. Thus fortified,
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they can work up to a frenzy quicker and
can continue on for a longer period of time
without becoming exhausted.

. Because they are not yet free from the
deep-seated fear of duppies, people flock
to these meetings. Many may attend some
orthodox church on Sunday, and such
meetings during the week. There is a feel-
ing that the ceremonies and rites of the
Catholic Church will give further protec-
tlon against duppies, and so many persons
“are both Pocomanians and Catholics. Oth-
ers are reluctant to admit any connection
with such cults, claiming they only go to
these meetings for fun, When pressed, how-
ever, they will acknowledge a fear of dup-
pies and faith in the healing powers of the
leader.

A Magic Bath

Healing is performed by a combination
of bush remedies and magic. Often a spe-
cial bath is preseribed. In her book Per-
sonality in Conflict Madeline Kerr de-
scribes the ingredients of such a remedial
bath given to one of the field workers of
her research group. This list includes such
interesting items as 500 Bible leaves, oil
of life, oil of Virgin Mary, Knight of Carry
away, Must powder and oil of compellance.
The bath was blessed with the reading of
Psalm 91.

A Black God

What of those not bound by such shack-
les? Have they found freedom? Unhappi-
1y, many have onty exchanged one form of
bondage for another. For example, con-
sider those who have become “Rastafari.”
Beneath the red, yellow and green flag of
Ethiopia, the brotherhcod inhabit dwell-
ings of discarded automobile bodies, flat-
tened oil drums, kerosene tins and card-
board and ponder the injustices inflicted
on them by the whites who enslaved their
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grandparents. This is the outgrowth of
black nationalism preached by Marcus
Garvey at the beginning of the century.

In seeming fulfillment of Garvey’s proph-
ecies, Ras Tafari in 1930 became “Haile
Selassie, Emperor of Ethiopia, and took to
himself the titles King of Kings, Lord of
Lords, Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Ju-
dah. To Garvey’s disciples he became the
living God and they look to him to liberate
them from white oppression and domina-
tion.

Throughout the brotherhood, three ideas
prevail: Haile Selassie is divine. That God
is black, they claim, is upheld by the origi-
nal Bible, which was grossly altered by
that white man, James I of England. Sec-
ondly, the black man is superior, and,
thirdly, repatriation to Africa is the ulti-
mate goal and divine right. Aside from
these tenets, beliefs vary considerably and
members range from pacifists to criminals,
from people of average intelligence to the
mentally deranged. They claim that smok-
ing ganga unites them spiritually with
their god and makes them strong and
healthy. Evidence is that it leads to lack
of self-control and outright violence.

No, they have not yet found freedom.
Addiction to such a drug and a doctrine of
bitter racialism cannot lead to freedom and
happiness.

There are others that have put off the
shackles to accept voluntarily a form of
worship that brings happiness now and
promises of greater blessings in the future.
They have become servants of the Most
High God, Jehovah. No duppy can throw
them into a panic. No obeahman can act
the cruel tyrant over them. No racialism
can disrupt their harmony. How has this
come about? A systematic study of the Bi-
ble has enabled them to lay aside their su-
perstitions and geared them to help to loos-
en the shackles of those not yet free.
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Quake Shales Mexico

% An isolated mountain area
of Mexico was badly jolied by
an earthquake on July 6. The
villages hardest hit were in the
mountainous Sierra de Guer-
Tero zone. A town of 4,000 was
pulverlzed. One report reach-
ing Mexico City said that 30
percent of the buildings in Al
tamirano were damaged. The
quake left a death toll of 36.
Some 65 persons in five towng
were injured. An estimated
150,000 were said to be home-
less,

Malawl

& On July 6 Nyasaland be
came Malawi—Africa’s 3Tth
free country. A 73-year-old
British rule came to an end.
Some 40,000 people shouted
“Utulu! Ululu!™ (“Freedom!
Freedom!"”) Malawi has a pop-
ulation of 3,900,000, only 8,000
of whom are of the white
race, The name Malawl means
a land of “flaming waters.”
It describes how the gleam of
the sun reflects in flaming red
off the waters of Lake Nyasa,
Dr. H. Kamuzu Banda, the
American-educated physician,
is Malawi's first prime min-
ister.

Court ¥ictory

® On June 20 the Georgia
Court of Appeals in the United
States ruled that the City of
Atlanta had no right to deny
Jehovah's witnesses a permit
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to build a Kingdom Hall on
West Wieuca Road N.W. In
1948 the Peachtree Congrega-
tion of Jehovah's Witnesses
purchased two lots on Juniper
Street N.E. and applied for a
special use permit, which was

denied; in 1950 they were
denled a permit for property
an Gordon Street S, W.: in
1859 they were granted a per-
mit on Moore’s Mill Road
N.W. but after construction
was started the permit was
revoked. The present lot was
purchased in May 1960 and
the permit application was
filed in June 1261. Some eon-
tended that the Kingdom Hall
would create a traffic hazard.

The Court, in an opinion
written by Judge Homer .
Eberhardt, cited an affidavit
by.an attorney for the appli-
cants that showed that thir-
teen of the twenty-slx permiis
granted under the ordinance
poverning special use permits
involved parking lots smaller
than the 1.09 acres owned by
the Peachiree Congregation of
Jehovah's Witnesses. The
Judge noted that, according to
figures presented the court,
the traffic increase would be
only 008 percent three days
out of the week. Obviously the
objections had little basis in
tact. The Court of Appeals, in
reversing a Fulton Superior
Court ruling, said: “The ap-
plicants, having met all of the

objective standards of the zon-
ing ordinance “pertaining ~ to
special use permiis, the Su-
perior Court s directed to
sustain their application for
certiorarl and make a flual
decision in tHeir behalf.” ‘The
proposed Kingdom Hall will
seat some 150 persons,

Inaction Punishable o
@ In Italy, France and other
European countries, a citlzen
who witnesses 2 {ellowinan in
mortal danger and dees noth-
ing about it can be punished
by law. Four men in Treviso,
Ttaly, were charged on July 3
with “omission of aid” for not
helping a drunken workman
who had fallen off his bi-
cycie info a canal, In France
indifference to the danger of
others is punishable by fines
and imprisonment. Incidents
of citizen inaction and indif-
ference to another’s danger
such as recently witnessed in
New York City would have
heen punishable crimes in
many European countries.

Mexico's President-Elect

® Some 11 million eitizens of
Mexico went to the polls in-
July. When the votes were
counted, they showed that a
53-year-old lawyer from the
state of Puebla named Gustavo
Diaz Ordaz had been chosen
to lead Mexice for the next six
years. Some 90 percent of the
votes went to him. President-
elect Ordaz is a practicing Ro-
man Catholic. On December 1
he will take over the presi-
dency.

State Religion’s Effect

4 Church historian Dr. Frank-
lin H. Littell has stated that
wherever and wheanever gov-
ernment has triled to foster
religious belief the net result
has been to drive people away
from religion and not into re-
ligion. A report from Salinas,
California, June 6, quotes Lit-
tell and says: “Surveys indl-
cate that only 16 per cent of
the men and women of France
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keep the minimum require-
ments of the Catholic Church
for avolding automatic ex-
communication: one confes-
ston and one communion a
year. '

“In Ttaly, a survey authorized
by the cardinal archbishop of
Milan showed only 11 per cent
of Italian men performing the
same minimal exercises. In the
Protestant north, the case is
no better. Of the people of
Sweden, 98 per cent are reck-
oned as communicahts of the
Lutheran state church; the
situation in Denmark is rough-
1y the same. Behind the facade,
however, offlcial surveys show
that only 3.6 per cent of the
Swedes and 3.4 per coent of the
Danes are actuaily in effective
relationship with the staie
churches to which they theo-
retically belong.” In actuality,
the people are wlithdrawing
thefr active support from the
religious systems that have
for so long exploited them.

S8am'’s Money Problems
@ S0 that the United States
government can pay all its
bills during the flscal year that
started July 1, a new tempo-
rary $324,000,000,600 debt limit
was signed by President John-
gon. This represents a rise of
$9,000,000,000, And it is the
eleventh time in nine years
thet the temporary ceiling has
been raised. The permanent
debt ceiling is $285,000,000,000,
but the public debt long ago
soared past that figure.
There was also concern In
Washington that consumers
are outspending themselves,
New installment credit in the
month of May hit an annual
rate of $66,600,000,000, an all-
time high. Installment debt at
the end of May stood at $55,-
100,000,000~-up  $3,600,000,000
in a year. Economists are ask-
ing, How far will it go before
there is real trouble?
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Lost Foothold In Africa

@ The Christian Century for
March 4, 1964, acknowledged:
“There is much in Africa to
swing the religious pendulum
away from the Christian orbit.
We have not practiced toward
the African what we have
preached to him.” The peri-
odical goes on to say: “After
he had retired, one American
missionary who had spent half
of his life in Africa confessed
with great contrition that in
all those years no African had
ever been permitted to come
to his front door; he had ne-
glected to leave his prejudices
behind him in Texas.”

Natlonalism in Europe

4« European unity is being
threatened by a resurgence of
nationalism in Europe, so
warned twenty top European
economic and political leaders
at a meeting of the unofficial
Committee on Christian Re-
sponsibility for European Co-
operation, in Switzerlapnd. It
warned against “the tendency
to have recourse to national
interests as the criteria of
what is good and bad in in-
ternational relations.”

Satan’s Vandals

@ A secret fraternity, called
the “Covenant of the 73rd De-
mon,” located in America's
state of Oklghoma, ran into
trouble with the police on June
24. Teen-age devotees professed
devotion to Satan the Devil
To prove their loyalty to Sa-
tan the youths vandalized lo-
cal churches, Vandalism wsas a
part of the group’s ritual, pe-
lice sald, by means of which
the teen-agers “released their
souls to the prince of dark-
ness.” The incidents called for
ripping up Bibles, spilling bap-
tismal water, turning crosses
upside down. One report stated
that animal sacrifices were
also Included in the fraterni-
ty's ritual and that the boys
were planning to exhume a
human body.

This Hungry World

4 In North America not many
pecple go desperately hungry;
few, if any, die of starvation.
Elsewhere in the world, how-
evet, more than 1,500,000,000
go to bed hungry every night.
A statistical study by the Food
and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAQ)
confirms that at least a third
to a half of the world’s people
suffer from hunger or malnu-
trition. The FAQ estimates
that only about onesixth of
the world's population is well
fed. The Royal Bank of Can-
adg Monthiy Letter, June 1964,
stated: “The fact i1s that not
more than one in a hundred
of the people in underdevel-

- oped countries will ever, In

all his life, have what a North
American family would consid-
er a good, square meal”

Typhoon Winnie
® Not since 1382 has Manila
been so battered by winds and
rain as it was on June 30, On
that day Typhoon Winnie with
118 mile-an-hour winds ripped
northern Luzon, killing 19 and
injuring at least 273. Property
damage ran into the millions
of dellars. The Philippine Red
Cross said some 376,000 per-
sons were made homeless by
the winds and the heavy rains.
In west Japan torrential
rains soaked the land, causing
floods that resulted in the
death of at least five persons;
some 3,000 were reported
homeless. :

The Vatican Bows

% Roman Catholicism suffered
a severe setback in Tunisia. On
July 9 the Vatican announced
that it had surrendered most
of its property in Tunisia, with-
out “material compensation.”
It is believed that in an agree-
ment between the “Holy See"
and Tunisian authorities, the
Vatican agreed to close 104 of
its 109 churches in Tunisia in
exchange for pledges of reli-
gious freedom for Roman Cath-
olics in that land. The mon-
umental St. Louis Cathedral
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in Carthage, near Tunis, Is one
of the Roman Catholic church-
es to close itz doors under the
new agreement. The estimated
number of Roman Catholics in
Tunisia 18 said to be 45,000,
The agreement leaves about
one Roman Catholic church ta
care for an average of 9,000
Roman Catholics.

Father Knows Best

& The Canadlan conference
on the family In June gave
tathers who rule with author-
ity a healthy pat on the back,
Dr. Nathan B. Epstein, psychia-
trist-in.chief at the Jewlsh Gen-
eral Hospital in Montreal, told
delegates at the conference
that democracy in familles ig
a modern myth. “Somebody
has to make the decisions,
preferably the father,” he said.
Mrs. E. Davle Fulton, vice-
president of the conference,
asserted that “the trials and
tribulations of modern faml-
lles arise because modern so-
cial arrangements have

stripped the family of iis tra.
ditionat functions and patterns
ol authority.”

Enforcing Rights Law

& The Civil Rights Act of 1964
became law in America on
July 2. Two hours and 10 min-
utes after the bill was signed
it recelved Its first major test,
The TUnlted States District
Court in Atlanta, Georgia, was
asked by the Heart of Atlanta
Motel Corporation to enjoin
Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy from enforcing the
pubHe-accommodations =ection
of the law. The Atlanta motel
corporation asked $11 million
In damages, stating that the
desegregation requirements of
the law would ruin his busl-
ness, reputation and goodwill.
The case is now up for & hear.
ing. In Jackson, Mississippi,
the Robert E. Lee, the third-
largest hotel in the city, closed
rather than accept Negro
guests in compliance with the
clvil rights act. But for the

most part the view prevailed
that, since it is & ‘matter of
law, the law would be com-
plied with., Segregation ended
peacefully at a number of
swimming pools, eating hous-
€3, motels and leading hotels.
However, others have kept
Negroes out with pistols and
clubs. A wave of civil rights
workers have been pouring in-
to the South to have part in
making the terms of the law
a reality in the life of the
people.

Meat Eaters

& Adam and Eve were vege.
tarlans, but one thing is cer-
tain, most Americans are not.
They are expected to eat a
total of 1704 pounds of meat
per person this year, or some
32,700,000,000 pounds! The
United States Department of
Agriculture expects Ameri-
cans to eat an extra 3 to 4
pounds of beef in 1964, This
is on top of last year's 5-pound
increase.
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Will it be men of the East or of the West?
Or does God have some other purpose?

In the contest for world ruler-
ship many nations and empires
have come and gone. But has it
ever cccurred to you that man’s
first government was in no way
a pattern for them?

In the garden of Eden, God ruled mankind from heaven, And
even after Adam sinned and was expelled from Eden he did
not set up a kingdom of men ruling men. The modern-day
pattern was not established until centuries later, shortly after
the Flood, and then it was begun by an enemy of God. What
will the final outcome be? Will God allow men to continue
indefinitely following a system he did not authorize or will he
return to his own established pattern for world government?
How does the answer to these guestions affect us in this
generation?

Read the fascinating book
FROM PARADISE LOST TO PARADISE REGAINED

Send today, Only 5/6 (for Australia, 6/6;
for South Africa, 55¢).
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Does Life Exist in Outer Space?

Why Do They Keep On Smoking?
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How Do They Think It in Spanish?

Do Hospital Patients Have Rights?
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