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7Awake

“It is alreody the hour for you to awake.”
—Ramens 13:17

@
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OST likely you

have at this
moment one or a
number of things in
the back of your
mind about which
vou have heen wor-
rying. They may be
things that hap-
pened today or per- f
haps months and even years ago. On the
other hand, they may be things that have
not happened but that you fear will hap-
pen. In either case you probably play these
worries through your mind over and over
again like a broken phonograph record.
When you do this, do you realize what you
are doing to yourself? You are ruining
your health. '

In his book How to Live 365 Days «
Year, Dr. John A, Schindler states: “If you
become ili tomorrow, or if you are ill to-
day, the chances are a little better than
50-50 that you are ill with E. 1. I. [emo-
tionally induced illness].” Worry is one of
the prineipal causcs of such illness. When
you worry about something you build up
tensions in vour body and upset its func-
tions. An example of how worry can do
this is given by Dr. Schindler. He tells of
a man who developed a severe dizziness
whenever he sat upright. Although he
stayed in bed under the care of a physi-
cian for a number of days, there was no
improvement. Then one day it disappeared.
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It seems that this
man had backed a
friend on a loan of a
large sum of money.
Later he learned
“that this friend was
seriously hurt in an
accident that had
kept him in the hos-
pital for several
months. It appeared that his business ven-
ture was certain to fail, and that would
affect this man who had backed his loan.
It was the intense worry about this situa-
tion that brought on the man’s dizziness.
After his remarkable recovery he told his
doctor: “When I was in hed, feeling my
sickest, this friend of mine for whom I
had signed the note came to visit me, and
told me that he had just been over to the
bank and had paid off the note in full
From that moment, I started to recover.”

Worry can affect your body in a way
that is just as dramalic as the way it af-
fected this man, or it can break it down
gradually. It can slowly itear down any
part of your physical organism. Consider-
ing the upsetting effect worry can have on
you, is it worth it?

Absolutely nothing good can be accom-
plished by worry! What has happened in
the past you cannot change. Worry will
not correct mistakes. Instead of worrying
ahout a mistake, determine what you did
wrong and then strive not Lo repeat it. The

3




unpleasant past is gone. Do not try to
keep it alive in your mind by going over
again and again what happened. Shut it
out of your mind! Concenirate on the
present!

As you cannot live yeslerday over again
so0 vou cannot live tomorrow until it be-
comes today. You can live only one day at
a time. Why make yourself sick worrying
about what might happen tomorrow, next
week, next month or next year? You can-
not be certain of what actually will hap-
pen. Plan for the future, but do not fool-
ishly worry about things that have not
happened and perhaps never will. Do not
try to live the future as well as the present.
There ig only one moment you can live and
that is right now.

Instead of worrying about what might
be, face what is. Because your employer
did not give you his customary hello, do
not worry that you may have lost his fa-
vor. Because yvou have a sudden ache or
pain, do not worry that you may have
cancer or some other dreaded disease.
Rather than worry about what might be,
search for facts. When you have them and
it seems evident that a certain thing is go-
ing to be, lay plans for the course of action
you will take. With this done, there is no
sense in worrying about it.

Perhaps you worry when you see your
work load stacking up until it seems moun-
tain high. Worrying will not get it done.
No matter how big the mountain of work
is, you can get over it by taking one thing
at a time, just as you can get over a literal
mountain by taking one step at a lime. In-
stead of worrying about the amount of
work you have, regard it as a problem to
be solved. Think of ways you can increase
your efficiency and output. This will ac-
complish much more than worry. If you
permit yourself to worry about it, your
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ability to concentrate will be ruined and
yvour efficiency lowered.

If something has happened that causes
you to worry about the ultimate outcome,
force yourself to face and accept the worst
that is likely to come from it. Then make
plans to adjust to il. This will help to re-
move vague imaginings of what might be.
If the worst does not take place, as so of-
len is -the case, you are that much better
off. A definite plan of action is much bet-
ter than usecless worry, If the result of
something that has happened appears in-
evitable, then accept the inevitable, plan-
ning ways to adjust to it.

Do not weakly contend that you are just
naturally a worrier and there is nothing
you can do about it, If you want relief
from worry, you can discipline yourself to
think and act constructively. You can do
it if you really want to.—Phil. 4:8, 9,

Good advice is given in the Bible, By
following it you will not endanger your
health by worry. It tells us: “Never be
anxious about the next day, for the next
day will have its own anxieties.” “Throw
all your anxiety upon [Gad], because he
cares for you.” (Matt. 6:34; 1 Pet. 5:7)
Thus! the Bible itself wisely advises you
against tryving to Hive the future as well as
the present at the same time. Make plans
for the future, hut do not worry about
things that have not happened, and do not
worry about the past, about things that
have happened and cannot be changed.

No matter what happens or threatens to
happen, refuse to worry. Face your prob-
lemn, plan ways lo solve it and then try to
keep your mind occupied with other things.
Remain calm and cheerful. This you cer-
tainly can do if you throw all your anxie-
ties upon God and dismiss them from your
mind. You will find this practice to be
much more productive and healthful than
useless worry.
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ISTORY is written to enlighten and

instruct. If it also entertains, so much
the better. Of course, for history to en-
lighten and instruct it must be accurate;
it must tell the truth. But arriving at the
truth is not an
easy task, for
not only are the
facts often hard
to come by but
there is the fac-
tor of human
frailty. Because
of this, one au-
thoritative his-
tory states: “It
would be too
much to suppose
that any historian,
even of the most
modern school, has
written without
prejudice of race, of station or of reli-
gion."*

The problem of writing history, there-
fore, fittingly has been likened to fishing.
Even as the results you get from fishing
depend upon your skill, where you fish, the
kind of bait you use and the kind of fish
you want to catch, so the results of the his-
torian depend upon his skill and equip-
ment, where he looks for information and
his motive in writing.

Thus there was a fime when men wrote
history for the purpose of extolling or glo-
rifying some ruler. Histories written about
and at the instance of such rulers as Rame-
ses, Sennacherib and Darius tell only of
their achievements and victories. Histo-
rians sueh as Herodotus and Thueydides
made their theme a nation or a people
rather than some individual. In more mod-
ern times some historians have written
with the idea of expounding a certain phi-
losophy. Toynbee appears to be one of
these,” Others make their chief concern the
T*'The Historiens’ History of the World, Vol. 1, pp. 14,
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A MATCHLESS
HISTORICAL RECORD

getting at the causes of events, and this
quest influences their presentation of
facts.

Among the latest trends has been the
writing of history from a technical stand-
point. In the in-
terest of what is
called “science,”
historians en-
deavor to pre-
sent the facts
just as they
have found them
without passing
any moral judg-
ment and with-
out getting emo-
tionally involved in
them. But such
historians over-
lcok the faet that
the most impor-
tant part of man is his moral nature and
his concern with what is right and wrong.
Ignoring these, they write history that is
incomplete, No wonder it has been stated
that, because of this, today the writing of
higtory is in a state of turmoil.

Fuacts in Human History Distorted
From the foregoing it is apparent that
the facts in human history as authored by
humans are often shaded. They are ever
quaiified by the personality, the times and
the environment of the historian. An inter-
esting discussion on this aspect of writing
history appeared recently in the New York
Times. Among those quoted was the mod-
ern French poet Paul Valéry, deceased
some twenty years. According to him,
“History is the most dangerous product
the chemistry of the intellect has ever in-
vented. It endangers dreams, it intoxicates
people, it begets false memories, it exag-
gerates their reactions, keeps their old
wounds open, disturbs their sleep, leads

5



them to delusions of grandeur, and makss
nations bitter, arrogant, insufferable and
vain.”

While historians of all nations have been
and are more or less guilty of writing bi-
ased history, either consciously or uncon-
sciously, those in the employ of totalitarian
governments have been especially notori-
ous in prostituting their art by deliberately
tampering with the facts of history; Red
Russia providing one of the most glaring
present-day examples. Says a recent sur-
vey of the prohlem of rewriting German
history, as published in The Saturday
Review: “In East Germany school books
are written in accordance with the So-
viet propaganda line to serve the inter-
ests of the Communist state. All histori-
cal references in this context become
political weapons and cannot he taken at
face value.”

That the facts in human history are at
times distorted can nowhere be hetter seen
than in the record of German history dur-
ing the past half century. In the days when
the Hohenzollerns ruled Germany it had
one kind of history. With the fall of the
German Empire and the establishment of
the Weimar Republic after World War I
came the need of rewriting that history.
When Hitler and his Nazis came into pow-
er, German history as they found it did
not suit them and so they rewrote it. The
collapse of the Third Reich again required
changes to be made in German history. It
appears that there was some laxness on
the part of the educational authorities in
this matter, but the resurgence of anti-
Semitism and the trial of Eichmann,
among other things, have spurred the au-
thorities to yield to the clamor of school-
teachers and others for a new approach to
German history.

As a result, a tremendous revision of
history is going on today in West Germany
involving hundreds of history books, and
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the study of modern history is compulsory
in all types of schools. The crimes of the
Nazi regime are explicitly stated and con-
demned. Typical is the statement appear-
ing in one of them: “The terror and crimes
of the National Socialist regime are with-
out pargllel in modern history . . . No
German can escape responsibility for the
crimes committed in the name of the
nation.”

Yet even in this statement there is be-
trayed a trace of human frailty. What
about all the Germans that preferred to go
to the concentration camps, if not also to
certain death, rather than support the Nazi
regime? Certainly such Germans did es-
cape responsibility for the terror and
crimes of the National Socialist regime;
most conspicuous of whom, incidentally,
were the Christian witnesses of Jehovah.

Yes, because of human frailty the facts
in human history are at times distorted
and, therefore, must be taken with the
proverbial “grain of salt.,”” All that is stated
may be true and yet may present a distort-
ed picture because of what is stressed and
what is omitted. The same must be said
about the historical records appearing in
such authoritative works as encyclopedias,
True as this is of secular histories and en-
cyciopedias, it is even more true of reli-
gious historical works.

In particular are works dealing with Bi-
ble history to be viewed critically. The
contents of such works invariably depend
upon whether the author is a “higher ¢rit-
ic” or one that believes in the inspiration
of the Bible. Thus a greater contrast could
hardly be imagined than between that
which appears in The New Bible Diction-
ary by J. D. Douglas and that which ap-
pears in Harper’s Bible Dictionary on such
subjects as who wrote the book of Deuter-
onomy; the latter work presenting the
speculations of “higher critics” as sound
sense and truth. Even such an extensive
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and scholarly work as M’Clintock &
Strong's Cyclopeedia errs when it comes to
presenting the historical facts regarding
the Trinity because its compilers believed
in that teaching.

The Bible's Matchless History

In modern times archaeologists have un-
covered a wealth of facts that stamp the
Rible as accurate history. As the author of
The Bible as History so forcefully observes,
the Bible “is a book about things that
actually happened.” The events recorded
“themselves are historical facts and have
been recorded with an accuracy that is
nothing less than startling.” “In view of
the overwhelming mass of authentic and
well-attested evidence now available,” this
author became fully convinced that “the
Bible was right after all.”

While accuracy regarding times, places,
events, things and peoples, such as can be
verified by archaeology, is indecd a sterling
quality for Bible history to have, it is not
in this respect alone that the Bible shows
itself to be such a matchless historieal rec-
ord. It also shines, in fact, shines chiefly
by reason of the impartial, objective writ-
ing of its penmen. The Bible writers no-
where betray a bias because of religion,
position in life or race or nation. The facts
of their record are not distorted but ab-
solute, iruly representative, presenting an
impartial picture of persons and events.
This was not because they were perfect or
were supermen but because they were hon-
est men who wrote under the guidance of
God's holy spirit.

The very record of how sin entered into
the world, the slaying of Abel by Cain,
the wickedness of the antediluvians is
flattering to no one, and even appears to
reflect unfaverably upon the Creator un-
less one has an understanding of his will
and purpose. Noah lived 350 years after
the Flood, but, apart from what took place
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immediately after he left the Ark, the only
incident of his life recorded during that
time is in relation to his getting drunk on
one occasion, not to downgrade him, but
because it was pertinent in connection
with the prophecy he uttered regarding his
descendants.—Gen. 9:20-29,

In particular, note the history of the na-
tion of Israel during the lifetime of Moses
and as recorded by him under the direc-
tion of God’s spirit. Obviously he could not
have begun to record «ll of it and so could
have used that fact as a pretext for pre-
senting only a part of it, only a favorable
record. But did he do so? Far from it! It
almost seems as though the opposite were
true; that he leaned over backwards to
present the failings of his people!

Moses tells of the ingratilude of his peo-
ple, how they complained time and again;
how they made a golden calf and wor-
shiped it; how they rebelled against his
leadership; how they were overtaken in
gluttony and gross immorality, resulting in
the execution of many thousands of them,
More than that, he spares ncither his own
tribe nor the members of his cwn family,
not even himself. How differeat all this
from the way in which men customarily
write the histories of nations and individ-
uals!'—Ex. 15:24; 16:3; 32:1-6, 28; Num,
11:31-34; 12:1-16; 25:1-9.

In his official history book Moses even
recorded his unflattering prophecy about
what his people would do after his death:
“T well know that after my death you will
without fail act ruinously, and you will cer-
tainly turn aside from the way about which
I have commanded you; and calamity will
be bound to befall you at the eclose of the
days, because you will do what is bad in
the eyes of Jehovah so as to offend him by
the works of your hands.”—Deut, 31:29,

The rest of the Bible history of the Jews
is equally as impartial and unflattering.
To note just one of the many examples
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that might be cited, there is one that was
written some 850 years after Moses died:
“Jehovah the God of their forefathers kept
sending against them by means of his mes-
sengers, sending again and again, because
he felt compassion for his people and for
his dwelling. But they were continually
making jest at the messengers of the true
God and despising his words and mocking
at his prophets, until the rage of Jehovah
came up against his people, until there was
no healing,” and Jehovah permitted the
nation to be taken into Bahylonian captivi-
ty.—2 Chron, 36:135, 186,

Do the charges by Paul Valéry, that his-
tory endangers dreams, intoxicates people,
leads them to have illusions of grandeur
and makes them arrogant and vain, apply
to the inspired history of the nation of Is-
rael as contained in the Bible? Absolutely
not! Rather, the Bible record gives ample
reasons for humility. If the Jews do mani-
fest any such vain characteristics, it is
not because of what their inspired history
containg but in spite of it. The Jewish
Apocrypha and such historians as Jose-
phus may give them grounds for beasting,
but not their inspired Bible history. I_n fact,
~ the inspired history of the nation of Israel
presents such a sorry picture that tt should
not be difficult for any Jew today to com-
prehend how it could have been possible for
his nation to have missed its greatest op-
portunity, which came with the appear-
ance of Jesus of Nazareth as their Messiah,
the Son of their God Jehovah,

The same frankness was manifested by
the writers that recorded the inspired his-
tory of the founding of Christianity. They
tell how the apostles quarreled among
themselves as to who would get the chief
seats in Christ’s kingdom, how the apos-
tles all fled when their Master was taken,
how Peter, the spokesman among the
twelve at Pentecost, had denied his Master
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three times, and how one of their number,
Judas, betrayed his Master for thirty
pieces of silver. Further, after Pentecost,
does their record not tell that there were
dissension and discord among the early
Christians, materialism and Immorality
and the heginnings of apostasy? Certainly
here again we see impartial, objectivé, ves,
matchless history written; history not
written to suit certain ideas, but impartial
history free from human frailty, because
its writers were aided by God's holy spirit.
—Matt, 20:20-27; 26:14-16: Luke 22:24-
27, 39-62; Mark 14:50-52; 1 Cor. 1:11;
5:1-6,

Today history is in a turmeil; history is
contradictory, depending upon the philoso-
phy, or the naticnality, or the religion, or
the race of the historian, It is being used
as a propaganda medium. Human history
keeps changing, as noted in the record of
Germany’s history—four distinet And often
radically different and conflicting histories
of a nation and people in the course of
fifty years. History is supposed to enlight-
en and instruct, but to what extent can it
do so when it is so contradictory and un-
stable? )

Bible history stands in striking contrast
to other history written by men. It bears
the stamp of truth, of accurate, honest his-
tory, It is verified by various lines of ex-
ternal evidence, chiel of which is archaeol-
ogy, and by the internal evidence of the
candor, honesty and objectivity of its pen-
men. But the Bible is not only divinely
guided or inspired history. It is also, in
fact, primarily, the revelation of the Cre-
ator's will for man, guiding man in right
conduet and informing him of the purpose
of his existence and his destiny. To help
sincere seekers of truth find this in God's
Word is one of the chief purposes of the
publication you are now reading,

AWAEKE!



(44 O PEOPLE
has ever been
discovered which, in
the strictest sense of
the term, is ‘atheistic.’
Individuals may be athe-
ists; but a people, never,”
said philosopher C. N. Bittle.
Why that observation should be true is not
hard to understand. As has been noted by
not a few psychiatrists, psychologists and
psychoanalysts, such as Jung, Frankl and
Slesinger, man has an-imperative need for
religion. They testify that religion is vital
to mental and emotional health and that
man is driven “by an overriding need for
God.”

Red or Communist Russia denies this
need. She insists that ‘religion is the
opium of the people.”* Lenin, the father of
Red Russia, was an outspoken foe of reli-
gion, even as was Stalin and as is Khru-
shehev, Lenin preached that religion was
an invention of the rulers to keep the mass-
es in subjection, and that the fight against
religion was one of the chjef geals of com-
munism. He claimed that communism
needed neither a belief in God nor a moral-
ity based on such a belief.

* While this slogan s gencrally credited to Karl Marx,
it appears that Churles Kingsley, popbular author and an
Angllean clergyman as well as one of the founders of
“Christian Soccialism' in England, was the first to use
this sintement, in u sermon, Not, however, that Kingsley
himsell helieved religlon to be the oplum of the people,
—Visjons Rise and Change, by Pierre Van Faassen,
p. 43.
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But it may well be gues-
tioned whether Red Russia
is so strongly opposed to re-
ligion only because of its

having been used to

oppress the masses.

Could it be that faith

in and devotion to the
Communist ideology is it-
self a religion, even though
few of its devotees may be
aware of that fact? Does it
not have its ‘inspired utterances,’
its ‘saints,’ its shrines, its mission-
aries and its calendar of ‘holy
days’? In fact, Communists from
time to time tacitly admit this, as
can be seen from whal appeared in
Youth of Esthonia, an official journal,
in its issue of June 1958: “As masters of
the earth and ereators of history, we must
not betray our convictions, for our faith
is faith in Communism, which in its sin-
cerity is the only true faith.”

Red Russia’s crusade against religion has
not been uniform nor consistent, but keeps
fluctuating according to what seems to be
the best policy under the circumstances, It
has been carried on in waves or offensives,
as it were. The first was from 1917 to 1923,
the second from 1929 to 1932, the third
from 1937 to 1939 and the last or present
one began about 19539, However, during the
yvears in between these offensives Russia
has kept up her atheistic propaganda war,
she being officially committed to atheism.

Red Offensives Against Religion

In keeping with their atheistic policy,
Lenin and his associates at once initiated
an offensive against religion, On December
4, 1917, they confiscated all church proper-
ty; on December 11, closed ail theological
schools; on December 18, made civil mar-
riages obligatory, and on January 19, 1918,
ordered the separation of church and state.
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Many of the clergy were imprisoned, oth-
ers were exiled or deported, and many oth-
ers were even executed, as at Kiev, and in
1922 the head of the Russian Orthodox
Church, Tikhon, was imprisoned.

Tikhon had at first taken a strong stand
against the Red Russian government, ex-
communicating all those who persecuted
his church, But after a year in prison he
did an about-face. He found it expedient to
admit having been mistaken in his previ-
ous position and pledged his allegiance and
that of his church to the Russian govern-
ment, With his release in 1923 and the re-
versal of his pogition came a letup in the
persecution of the Orthodox Church. Dur-
ing this time the government aided and
abetted a schism in Orthodoxy known as
“The Living Church,” which was pro-Red
in its polities and liberal in its theology.
However, the common people refused to
support it and so it came to nothing.

The second offensive hegan in 1929, sev-
eral yearg after Stalin took over the reins
of the government. Up until this time reli-
gious propaganda was legal, but now a law
was passed permitting only atheistic pro-
paganda and allowing religion only limited
freedom. From now on to preach against
atheism or to try to convert anyone was
a criminal offense. The activity of the
League of the Godless was stepped up, it
being now called the League of the Mili-
tant Godless, At one time it boasted 5.7
million members and had as its goal the
turning of every last man, woman and
child away from religion. But then eco-
nomic problems became so pressing that
in 1932 this offensive slowed down, an
indication of this being the restoring of
the rights of citizenship to the clergy.

The third offensive came in 1937, It ap-
pears to have been the bitterest of the
three. In fact, it was so intense that in it
many heads of the Communists them-
selves fell because of the poor showing they
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made in turning Russians away from reli-
gion and to atheism. It resulted in large-
scale closing of churches and deportation
of even local priests to Siberia. It was the
most devastating blow Red Russia had yet
given to religion and all but demoralized
the Orthodox Church in Russia. But it was
not to last long, for with World War II
and particularly with the German invasion
of Russia, the government saw fit to do
an about-face. It was fighting with its back
to the wall and was highly grateful for the
stand the Orthodox Church took in calling
on all Russians to fight for their father-
land.

Red Russia’s fourth and present offen-
sive against religion has been going on for
several years now. She has greatly stepped
up atheistic propaganda, publicizes all mis-
deeds of the clergy and indulges in official

“harassment of the Orthodox Church, as

when she decreed April 29, 1962, Easter
Sunday, a workday and the following day
a day of rest. Mob tactics, such as used in
the early days of Russia’s crusade against
religion, are being smiled upon, as when
in 1961 a group of howling atheistic snake
dancers invaded a large Easter service and
for an hour and a half disrupted the
program.

While Red Russia’s crusade against the
Russian Orthodox Church has Huctuated
through the years, her offensive against
the smaller religious groups, and in par-
ticular against Jehovah’s witnesses, has
been an unrelenting and bitter one. Con.
cerning her offensive against the Witnesses
Everyman’s Concise Encyclopedia of Rus-
sia states: “Jehovah’s Witnesses . . . are
extremely active in proselyting, and . . .
are the most harshly persecuted communi-
ty in the Soviet union.”

Weaknesses of the Crusade
The weaknesses of Red Russia’s crusade
against religion are seen in the changes
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she has had to make. Lenin had boasted,
“We deduce our morality from the facts
and the needs of the class struggle of the
proletariat.” Thus from 1917 to 1936 their
morality discounted the family institution
and made divorce easy to obtain. But then
Red Russia found that this morality of ex-
pediency worked against the interests of
the State, and so in 1936 she did an about-
face and made divorce difficult to obtain
and tried to save marriages. In 1944 she
put still more obstacles in the way of di-
vorece, so determined was she to save the
family institution. In brief, Red Russia
found that the morality that worked the
best was the one that most closely resem-
bled that found in the Bible.

Another reversal that Red Russia had to
make in her crusade against religion was
in connection with her substituting the
“permanent work week” for the seven-day
week with its one day of rest. In her “per-
manent work week” work never stopped.
Five-sixths of the population worked every
day, and every day one-sixth rested. The
Reds thought they were certain to succeed,
for were they not giving the worker sixty-
one rest days in the year instead of fifty-
two? Although stubbornly hanging onto
their “permanent work week” for twelve
years, from 1929 to 1940, they at last had
to admit defeat and to return to the seven-
day week with a general rest day. Needless
to say, there were many reasons, hoth reli-
gious and practical, why Red Russia found
it expedient to reverse her policy in this
matter.

Perhaps\ nowhere has the weakness of
Red Russia’s crusade against religion been
more manifest than when she took her
census of believers and honbelievers in
1937, After twenty years of antireligious
legislation and government action, after
twenty years of atheistic propaganda hy
Godless Leagues and all the avenues of
communication, press, radio, theater, the
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arts, not to say anything about tolerating
widespread mob action against religion,
what were the results? In the 1937 cen-
sus 57 percent of the population claimed
to be believers. Since it took not a little
moral courage to admit to a godless census
taker that you were a believer, without a
doubt there were many more that at heart
were believers but just did not have the
courage to admit it. No wonder that not a
few heads fell among those responsible for
the campaign against religion, that Russia
stepped up her crusade against religion to
an all-tiine high and that since then Red
Russia has not dared to take a religious
census! Now she gives merely round fig-
ures: 50 million Russian Orthodox, 26 mil-
lion Moslems, 2.3 million Jews, 500,000
Baptists and an unspecitied number of Ro-
man Cathelics, Lutherans and otlhers.

Admitting Weaknesses

Not only does Red Russia, by reversing
herself, tacitly admit weaknesses in her
crusade against religion, but time and
again her spokesmen come right out and
complain about its weakness, Thus her
high officials lash out against the poor
quality, the inaccuracies and the ineffec-
tiveness of much atheistic propaganda.
Complains Science and Eeligion: “Atheistic
propaganda is continually the weakest sec-
tor in ail our ideological educational work.”
And no wonder, for atheists are prone to
underrate the intelligence of the religious
man. This frequently causes their propa-
ganda to boomerang, as when a workman,
upon leaving the Moscow planetarium
where he had heard a lecture on astrono-
my, was heard to exclaim: “Well, well, who
wouid have believed that God organized
all things so well!”

The fact is that the party officials in
Russia can never he certain who is a be-
liever and who is not, Thus an outstanding
professor of physiology working at the
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Academy of Medical Sciences who had
been a party member for twelve years was
discovered to be a believer only upon his
being given an assighment to speak on the
- incompatibility of religion and science. He
did not consider the two incompatible!
Others, with more moral courage, resign
from party organizations, giving as their
reason: “I' am a Christian”” Currently
their publications complain of hundreds of
thousands of young people in the cities and
many more in the country attending
church services.

Why So Ineffective?

Clearly, Red Russia’s crusade against
religion has been most ineffective. Why?
One reason is that she has not been able
w produce a just and equitable order of
things. Another is that her propagandists,
not being bound by morality per se, take
such liberties with the truth as to appear
ludicrous. Says W. Kolarz in his book,
Religion in the Soviet Union: “Truth and
fiction are closely intermingled in the So-
viet accusations, but one is outstandingly
ludicrous, namely, that the ‘Jehovah’s’
were racialists whq accepted the nazi phi-
_ losophy of a master-race. . . . In fact, far
from being racialists, the ‘Witnesses’ are
more internationally-minded than the ¢om-
munists, for they do not recognize any na-
tional and racial barriers among them-
selves.”

Ludicrous alsoc must be termed such
statements as the following that appeared
in the Soviet publication The Jehovist Sect
and Its Reactionary Character: “Jehovah’s
Witnesses were always faithful servants of
the oil king millionaire Rockefeller. Rocke-
feller several times gave these ‘servants of
God’ tens and even hundreds of millions of
dollars in order to carry on their reaction-
ary propaganda against the USSR.” When
propaganda goes to such ludicrous ex-
tremes it defeats its own ends, for people
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see through it and so are not swayed by it.

However, perhaps more telling than any
other reason for the ineffectiveness of Red
Russia’s crusade against religion is the
fact that man has a basic need for religion.
As one of America’s leading newspaper-
men, who spent many years in Russia, put
it: “The plain truth was that the Party
had never devised a means for replacing
the Church in those great hours of a man’s
life—birth, marriage and death.” It is not
surprising, then, that after forty-five years
of war against religlon more and more
marriages are being performed in the Rus-
sian churches and that today the majority
of infants are baptized.

Red Russia’s crusade against religion is
doomed to failure, Why? Because in taking
on all religion, she has attacked also the
worship of the one true God Jehovah. As
already noted in the foregoing, the Chris-
tian witnesses of Jehovah are the most
severely persecuted of all religious groups
in Red Russia. Although they are among
the smallest religious bodies, Red Russia
has gone all out in attacking them over the
radio and in the newspapers, has produced
a moving picture “exposing” the Witnesses
and keeps publishing books and booklets
to arm her propagandists in their fight
against the Witnesses.

Her campaign against the Witnesses is
bound to fail, for Jehovah God promises
his people: “Any weapon whatever that
will be formed against you will have no
success, and any tongue at all that will rise
up against you in the judgment you will
cordemn. This is the hereditary possession
of the servants of Jehovah.” Red Russia
would be wise to heed the advice given by
Gamaliel in apostolic days to persecutors,
namely, to leave the work of Christ's true
followers alone, for if it is of God it will
succeed and those opposing it will be
found fighting against God.—Isa. 54:17;
Acts 5:35-40.
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By "Awake!” correspondent in Canoda B

IS has been an oft-repeated question

about a people of whom so much is
heard and so little is known, They periodi-
cally break into front-line news with burn-
ings, pilgrimages and nude parades. Those
who know them say they are friendly, in-
dustrious and generally kindhearted and
honest. But who are they? Where do they
come from? What is their purpose?

Complications begset the inquirer, and
ne single account will suffice. No one can
uncover all the facts involved, because the
Doukhohors kept no written record of their
own movements and all information about
them must be gleaned from outside writ-
ers, many of whom were biased. However,
in one way or another answers to the first
two questions are traceable but the third
one packs a headache.

They came from Russia. Some histori-
ans trace their ancestry back as far as
Wrycliffe, from whom their basic doctrines
seem to stem. The movement developed as
a revolt against Russian church and state,
whose moral corruption evidenced rejec-
tion of the teachings of primitive Christi-
anity.

Their name Doukhobor means “spirit-
wrestler.” They believed that Christ is re-
born in each individual and gives direct
revelation through “the voice within”
without need of church, clergy or the Bi-
ble, Therefore, they acknowledged no hu-
man leadership. Schools, governments and
man-made laws were rejected as part of
this world along with every form of exploi-
tation and war. They held that God had
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made men free and that all races and sexes
were equal and no one should exercise au-
thority over another,

Their objection to killing anything in-
cluded killing of animals for food, so they
became vegetarians as well as pacifists.
They refused to record slatistics, take
caths or own private property, They main-
tained that all things should be held in
common and they wanted to remain sepa-
rate so as to live as a nation within a
nation.

These ideas did not suit the Czars, who
set about to reform the Mujiks (“‘com-
mon peasants”), first by persuasion and
later by the ruthless heel of force. Detach-
ments of Cossacks charged and cut the
nonresisting peasants to picces with whips.
Confiscutions, scparation of families, pris-
on, dispersion and banishment followed.
But if the Czars hoped for success they
were disappointed, for the stolid peasants
faced the persecution without surrender.
Thousands perished.

A New Deal
In 1899 a new deal brightened their hori-
zon. Canada, with vast areas of virgin land,
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needed settlers, and-an invitation was ex-
tended to the Doukhobors as immigrants.
Military exemption was granted and each
man was to receive 160 acres of land free,
if, within three years, certain nominal
homestead duties were performed. It looked
like the promised land. Thus about 7,500
crossed the Atlantic and, established them-
selves on the prairies as the Chrigtian
.Community of Universal Brotherhood.
“Slava Bohu!” or, “Praise the Lord!” was
their ery.

With light heart and unequaled zeal they
faced and overcame obstacles. Community
buildings were soon erected and homes es-
tablished. In summer the men hired them-
selves out and pooled their earnings, In
‘lieu of horses the women hitched them-
selves to plows and broke the tough prairie
sod for the coming crop. The industrious-
ness of these new Canadians was amazing,

But it was not to last. All went well for
three years, and then trouble struck when
it was learned that the government re-
quired each person to sign for his own
land and take an oath of allegiance. This
they refused to do. They wanted land en
bloc. Time passed, Counsel, investigations
and discussions deadlocked as neither side
gave in, Finally the government delivered
an ultimatum: “Sign or be dispossessed.”

Thus the first break in Doukhobor soli-
darity came about when segments of the
communities sighed the Homestead Act,
The rest refused to budge, Nude parades
broke out and pilgrimages to a new prom-
ised land began. No one knew where this
was to be, but they picked up and marched
until rounded up by the police. A battle
of wills ensued and prison terms followed.
The Doukhobors wanted community land,
the government stood firm, and the public
abhorred nude parades.

Those who had not signed berated their
brothers for compromising. They disasso-
~ ciated themselves and formed the Sons of
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Freedom organization, and theirs has been
the voice from which so much is heard,

Strange Reasonings

In explanation it should be said that
Doukhobors saw nothing ‘wrong in nude
parades and burnings. It was their form
of protest, to show their complete disre-
gard for all things worldly. However, once
they discovered that it embarrassed the
government and occasionally brought con-
cessions, they used these as weapons to
impress their demands.

-They had always decried human leader-
ship, claiming to follow only Christ, but
they were ever dependent upon strong per-
sonalities whom they sometimes exalted as
Christ incarnate and whom they followed
with blind tenacity, In their present emer-
gency they sent to Russia for Peter Vasili-
vich Verigin, known as Peter the Lordly
{who had just been released from a Si-
berian prison), to stave off encroaching
obscurity.

Verigin, an able man, arranged to pur-
chase a huge block of land in the moun-
tains of southern British Columbia to
which all the dissidents flowed, and again
the struggle for a fresh start began. Again
Doukhobor industriousness came to the
fore, Timber was turned into homes, land
was cleared and irrigated, crops were plant-
ed, industries established. Under sound co-

-operative leadership the project flourished.

It appeared as though the Doukhobor
problem was dissolving.

But the Sons of Freedom balked. There
was too much prosperity; the brothers,
they felt, were being endangered by en-
croaching worldliness. Children were tak-
ing to school, integration was making in-
roads and such gradual infiltration could
only mean eventual capitulation. Verbal
objections having failed, more drastic ac-
tion followed; so once again the nude pa-
rades. Only thig time there were punctua-
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tions of more serious nature when scores
of schools were suddenly set ablaze, bridges
blown up and buildings dynamited. In Oc-
tober 1924 Peter Verigin himself was
killed in a railway explosion.

Three vears later Verigin's son Peter
Petrovich arrived from Russia to take over

his father's reins, but Peter the Second

was a poor substitute. While flailing the
Sons of Freedom, his own failings mounted
as he squandered the communities’ hard-
earned funds and lacked the ability to pull
their bursting seams together, He died in
1939, But despite his idiosyncrasies the
Doukhobors stuck with him and lamented
that he had suffered so much on their be-
half. “Poor Petushka,” they exclaimed.

Militant Action

What to do now? Other leaders rose, but
by this time various independent factions
had split the communities and the Douk-
hobor movement was cracking. Nude pa-
rades returned. Damage pyramided and
creditors, fearful of their investments,
foreclosed. Thus, while the independents
were safe, the communal Doukhobors, for
the second time, were dispossessed of their
holdings. That was a bitter pill. In retalia-
tion every mill, bridge, powerline or public
building not under constant guard became
a target. But when a $300,000 jam factory
went up in smoke the situation took on the
proportions of a war,

As tension mounted such experiences
boded ill for the future, In 1950 and again
in the sixties such epidemics of violence
erupted that public and official patience
was exhausted. But what to do? Jails, fines
and banishment had failed. In 1963, after
burning their own homes to the ground,
1,300 Sons of Freedom staged a march on
Vancouver. Those who were imprisoned
went on a hunger strike, As winter ap-
proached, hastily constructed squatters’
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huts provided flimsy shelter. They consid-
ered it all “suffering for Christ.”

Thus the Doukhobors are again on the
move, Some say an ancient prophecy urges
them to move every forty years until they
reach the promised land, and it is sus-
pected that their purpose is to create so
much trouble that the Canadian govern-
ment will finally move them elsewhere.
But where is the promised land? Represen-
tations to other countries, inciuding Rus-
sia, failed, for no one will permit them
entry.

For the present all plans are stalemated.
Social assistance and costly investigations
prove unavailing and discussions with the
Sons of Freedom result only in endless
word marathons to no purpose. No one
knows what to do. But these people are
Canadians and cannot he deported, so the
government will need to use much wisdom
and patience and the Doukhobors will like-
wise need to show increased understanding
and balance.

Not All Guilty

In fairness to Doukhobors in general it
must be said that they have many admir-
able qualities. They are industrious, scrup-
ulously clean and mind their own business.
They raise their children under the firm
hand of parental discipline where obedi-
ence is demanded, and they feel that inte-
gration would break up their close-knit
communal life and open the way to delin-
quency.

However, by now there is little left of
the original movement, for the majority
have become thoroughly Canadianized.
Many own fine homes, send their children
to school and live in harmony with their
neighbors. Numbers of the younger gener-
ation attend university. Some have become
ministers in declaring God's kingdom un-
der a new order of things. It is only the
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radical Sons of Freedom minority group
that continues to spearhead the opposition.

As for the Sons of Freedom, their desire
to live in Christian unity is commendable,
However, the way of its attainment is not
by rebellion and destruction. Neither
Christ nor his disciples became insurrec-
tionists. Fire and sword was the pagan
way: Likewise, fire and nude parades bring
no credit to Christians.

It appears that the root cause of all
Doukhohor troubles

authority except by God; the existing au-
thorities stand placed in their relative po-
sitions by God.” (Rom. 13:1) So it would
be well to recognize that human govern-
ments do have relative authority permitted
by God to them, to be exercised in har-
mony with his righteous principles pend-
ing the time of their removal by God’s
kingdom.—Dan. 2:44,

By the same Word we are informed that
in due time all wrongful authorities, ex-
ploitation and wars

lies in their refusal
to accept the Holy
Scriptures as an in-
spired guide (2 Tim.
3:16, 17) and in their

teaching that Christ |z Cyprus).

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE
® Should the Christlan Church Be a
Tool of the State?
® Comfort for the Lonely,

®* The Effects of Employee Dlshonesty (Held
over to make room for report from

will disappear and the
illusive blessings so
often promised but
seldom enjoved at the
present will become
the inheritance of all

is reborn in egch in-

dividual so that the “voice within” becomes
the supreme authority, nullifying all gov-
ernment and regulation. In this way each
person’s private eonclusions, or those of
their leader, become the infallible guide re-
gardless of all evidence to the contrary.
Could this be the difficulty? Let us see.

Deleguted Authorily

Of some Jews, Paul wrote: “I bear them
witness. that they have a zeal for God; but
not according to accurate knowledge.”
(Rom. 10:2) That strikes right at the core
of the Sons of Freedom’s problem, Their
sincerity stands beyond question, but their
misplaced zeal brings them endless suffer-
ing to no purpose. A further Bible record
reads: “Let every soul be in subjection to
the superior authorities, for there is no

)

integrity-keepers
worldwide.—1 Cor. 15:25; Isa. 2:4.

If all Doukhobors can bring themselves
to accept this inescapable situation, their
unswerving determination will stand them
in good stead and the Doukhobor guestion
will disappear. So why not face the inevi-
table, even though it may seem disagree-
able, and ride it out in patience in view
of the good things to come when God will
cause men to “sit, each one under his vine
and under his fig tree, and there will be no
one making them tremble”? (Mic. 4:4)
God’s Word sets the time for this within
this amazing generation. It will come true,
and it stahds out as the only hope for fear-
stricken humankind, including all Douk-
hobors and any others who feel moved to
revolt against the secular authorities under
which they live.

/Vylon s Uses

Twenty-five years ago nylon siepped before the American pubiic.
In 1938 women’s hose gobbled up all the nylon, But today dress fabrics
eat up 75 million pounds of nylon, carpets take another 100 million
pounds, automobile tires use 210 million pounds, while hosiery uses

only 45 million pounds,
16
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QU have probably
heard many reports of
the earthquake disaster by
now, but I think you will be in-
terested in what we and others
have seen and experienced. Here is
how the earthquake hit us.

We were just finishing dinner, and
1 was sitting in our living room, Qur
house here in Anchorage is built back
into a southeast-facing hill, After the
first few seconds of the quake, I
realized the movement was picking

up momentum like a rolling stone., 1 g

yelled to Ann to get the children outside
quick. I threw the main electrical break-
er switch on my way through the kitch-
en as I went out, By the time I got to

er. Qur dog practically went out of his
head-—just like a hysterical person.
When 1 got out, which took only about
fifteen seconds, the children were falling to
the ground. 1 told them to sit down in the
snow, but they could not even sit up. All
the time the quake kept picking up mo-
mentum. I yelled over the noise for every-
body to hang on; then I looked around.
The trees were bending over as if there
were g fifty-mile wind, but there was not
even a breeze. After being grotesquely
churned in one direction, the trees would
be whipped back in the opposite direction.
Still noe wind, The ground was rippling
from ten {o twelve inches high and jerking
back and forth rapidly. We could reaily

JUNE 22, 196}

appreciate the comment of a
voung child we heard about
later; “I remember that a mud pud-
dle was bouncing up and down in
our yard. I thought it was funny.” It
was not so funny, though, the way my
car would go ¢lear down on one spring
and then clear down on the other spring,
This kept up for about six minutes,
When it stopped, I told Ann that An-
chorage would probably be wiped out.
The main part of town was.

Although we all kept calm, the dog
shook for an hour afterward. The first
thing I did was to start the car so as to

get the children, all of them without coats
% and some without shoes, into a warm place.
the door, I had to duck to get through 1t
it was moving so far, one way and the oth-'

It was about 28° F. and showing lightly at
the time, After getting everybody safe
from the. elements, I ventured back into
the house to see if I could get our transis-
tor radic and to see if the house was dam-
aged. There was nothing an the radia,
What a mess in the house! But there was
no apparent damage to the structure,
There was a broken water pipe on the hot-
water tank and water was running down
the pipes, but this soon stopped.

After 1 got everything organized as best
I could, I went to the neighbor about 200
yards away to see how he and his family
were. He also 1s one of Jehovah’s witnesses.
His house was not destroyed, but about
thiree handred yards away a neighbor lost
his garage,
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Damage in Ancherage

Later we learned the extent of the dam-
age and heard many experiences, Civil De-
fense authorities have listed 215 homes de-
stroyed and 157 commercial buildings ei-
ther destroyed or left unusable. One of those
ruined buildings was the new five-story
J.C. Penney store. Scores of people still in

the store when it groaned under the twist-

ing heaving of the earth groped their way

out to an unbelievable view of ruin about

them. In one of Anchorage’s nicer resi-
dential districts, Turnagain-by-the-Sea,
homes were heaved up. Others stayed up-
right and just moved out toward the wa-
ter. Fissures appeared, separating homes
and streets—~fssures that resembled fur-
rows from the plowshares of some giant
plowman, Here $30,000 homes were de-
stroyed by the scores.

In our downtown area block after block
crumbled. Buildings and pavement in some
places dropped as much as twenty feet.
Fourteen-story buildings such as the L
Street apartments and the McKinley build-
ings were still standing, but they had an-
gry X’s marked all over them where the
concrete had broken away. Steel girders
buckled like drinking straws. One brand-
new, still-uninhabited five-story apartment
building crumbled. like a miniature dry
mud mode] that had been stamped on, The
only sizable piece left that we could notice
was the elevator shaft. We can understand
why a city councilman here said: “I'd hate
to think how many hundreds of people in
Anchorage are bankrupt right now.”

Many persons riding in atitos could hard-
ly grasp what was happening. This is
understandable, One motorist said: “It
started with a moderate rocking motion:
1 was sitting in my car and at first I
thought the engine started to miss. Then
1 looked at my employer standing beside
my car; he was standing with feet planted
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wide apart, hands ‘held out for balance—
and I knew we were on a moving, pitching
earth.”

"~ A young woman said: “I eame out of the
Ben Franklin store and was about to get
into my car when it started to bounce up
and down. I thought some pranksters were
rocking the car. About the samk time I
saw an old lady running out of the store,
her hands outstretched, her face was white,

she threw her arms around me and I held

on to her. In this way we both rode out
the quake. After the earth stopped rolling
the little old lady went her way and dis-
appeared around the corner. I had never
seen her before and haven't any idea who
she is., But for a brief moment we had a
common interest—survival.”

" In a downtown area people tried to get
their cars started when the quake began,
but the autos bounced around slamming
into one another, Other people were cling-
ing to parking meters and lampposts. Some
were running and falling down; getting up
and falling down again. We heard that a
man darted out of the Athletic Club steam
room stark naked. People were forming &
human chain to protect themselves in case
a fissure opened up in the street; and this
man, fresh from the steam room, grabbed
onto the last man, nobody concerned over
the fact that he was unclothed. At a Fourth
Avenue jewelry store the window was bro-
ken and a passerby started to pick up'a
diamond ring. The store owner, amid the
wreckage, spoke up: “Do yqu want to buy
that ring?” The man put the ring back and
walked away.

Airports for miles around reported
buckled runways. At the Anchorage Inter-
national Airport a policeman said the first
shock did not faze him. “We get them
fraquently.” he explained. “But when I felt
it twist, I went under my desk and stayed
there. I could see the walls twisting away
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from the floor and I thought the whole
building was coming down.” As it was, the
control tower collapsed, killing one man,
More than a million gallons of jet fuel
swirled across the ground,

Tidal Waves Bring Ruin

Outside of Anchorage, as you know,
much of the damage came from tidal or
seismic waves that followed the quake. The
town of Kodiak on the northeast corner
of Kodiak Island was swamped by a
seventeen-foot wave, washing buildings out
to sea. One person said that where the sky
and the ocean had previously formed the
horizon, there were now buildings. It was
an ever-changing picture as the buildings
drifted here and there, with some coming
back as debris on the shoreline. An old
fisherman was found wandering along the
waterfront. “Looking for your wife?”
asked a friend. “No, my boat!” It had been
washed out to sea.

Another town hit by tremendous waves
is Seward, named after Abraham Lincoln’s
secrefary of state who arranged for Alas-
ka's purchase from the Russians. When
the quake began, a seaman from a tanker
started to run for his ship: “I couldn’t get
back. All of a sudden a corner of the dock
just lifted up ten feet, The ship went up
—or maybe I went down. All the hoses
parted and there was a spray of gasoline
in every direction. The dock just fell in and
I saw this big comber wave full of timber
roll in ’way above me.” In some strange
way the seaman was washed aboard his
ship; he woke up with a broken leg.

Three men who were about a mile and
a half south of Seward saw the huge wave.
One said: “It must have been a hundred
feet high. It sloshed around inside the bay
like water in a basin. We saw it hit Se-
ward—the other side of the bay—and then
start back our way.” They sped away in
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autos, but “we hadn’t got far when the
wave picked us up. The car went like a
boat. We just went sailing. It left us in the
trees up on higher ground.”

We had a scenic seacoast town known
as Valdez, which called itself “The Switzer-
land of Alaska.” The quake and the waves
left it a pile of rubble, everyone having to
be evacuated. A man in Valdez related
this experience:

~*T had just gotten home from work and
was sitting in the kitchen drinking coffee.
with my wife when the quake started. We
ran to the doorframe and watched. The
house pulled completely apart. We don’t
think we can rehuild it. It is completely
demolished. The first wave hit about ten
or fifteen minutes after the quake, It was
a good five to six feet higher than our
usual fourteen- to fifteen-foot-high tide.
My wifle and children and I came through
it all right. I think staying in the door-
frame saved us.”:

At the dock in Valdez the freighter “S.S.
Chensa” was being unloaded. A longshore-
man, who was in the hold, later said: “The
ship seemed to whip up and down like it
was in an elevator shaft, All of a sudden
we were higher than the two-story ware-
houses next to us, Then the next minute
we were far below them, Twice we hit the
bottom of the harbor with a heavy thud.
I heard three blasts of the whistle. Some-
how the captain had gotten up some steam
and was trying to put to sea. We crashed
through logs, wrecked boats and huge
chunks of ice from the beach as we made
our way out of the harbor.”

Thirty-one persons perished at Valdez.
Here in Anchorage there were seven dead
and two missing and presumed dead. Loss
of life turned out to be-relatively small.
There were only eighty-two dead and
thirty-three missing and presumed dead in
all of Alaska.
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Powerful and For-reaching

A fifty-page report published here in
Anchorage called “Alaskan Earthquake”
points out that the quake began a fow sec-
onds before 5:36 p.m., on March 27, 1964,
and that it was “one of history’s greatest
earthquakes—the strongest ever recorded
in North Ametica.” It says the quake ex-
pltoded with a foree 10,000,000 times great-
er than the power of the A-bomb that
devastated Hiroshima. It also points out
that seismologists do not quite agree in
measurements of the quake on the Richler
scale. Ratings range from 8.4 to 8.6; some
instruments just went off the scale. In
comparison, the San Francisco quake of
1906 registered 8.25 Richter points.

We were impressed by the far-reaching
effects of the quake, felt around the world.
You have no doubt read how seismic sea
waves crashed into Crescent City, Cali-
fornia, smashing the business district and
kiﬂfng several persons. Near Los Angeles
ten-foot-high waves damaged the coast of
Santa Catalina Istand, In Hawali inhabi-
tants of the city of Hilo fled to high ground
as six huge waves lashed the shores. Tidal
rises were recorded in Japan, as well as in
Texas gulf ports. In Sweden scienfists
measured more than a hundred aftershocks
in the first seventy-two hours. And as for
Alaska, the quake literally changed the
south-central coastline over a distance of
more than a thousand miles. Kodiak has
sunk six to eight feet, Valdez about five.

Getting back to us, Saturday morning
another Witness and I ventured eight miles
to the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witness-
es. We hardly expected to see it standing
—happily it was. The damage was slight.
The Alaskan branch servant of the Watch
Tower Society and his wife were in their

car on the way to the hall when the quake
hit. They said their car bobbed around like
a cork on the ocean. The road to the King-
dom Hall was broken up badiy, but we
were able to cross all the fissures. We had
planned to have the Memorial of the Lord’s
evening meal that Saturday evening at a
high school but it was damaged by fire. So
we had two services in our Kingdom Hall,
with attendarnce excellent despite the dif-
ficulties. The total attendance was about
250. We used three lanterns as emergency
equipment so when the electricity would
go off the program could continue.

We have heard from all the congrega-
tions of Jehovah's wilnesses, and there
has been no loss of life among the brothers.,
One sgister in Anchorage lost her home—
it sank into the earth, In Kodiak the King-
dom Hall was washed out to sea along with
the home of the Witness on whose land it
stood. Another Withess family lost their
trailer. -

To have ridden out this earthquake and
seen what it has done certainly brings our
mind close to the wisdom of Jehovah's
warning against materialism or trusting in
one's material possessions, The rich were
the hardest hit, We sold our properiy on
the inlet (o a very rich fumily seven years
ago for $5,000, Friday morning it was
worth $12,000; now it is not worth 12 cents.
The house they built was in the $80,000
bracket; now it is in a great chasm thirty
feet deep broken into a million pieces. Qur
brothers in Alaska are grateful that we
have put our trust ‘not in uncertain riches,
but in God, safely trcasuring up a fine
foundation for the future.’—1 Tim. 6:17-19,

Feom yoat “Buwake!”

ccttejpcmdent in Blaska
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RMED conflict
erupted on the
small island of Cy-
prus last December
when Greeks and
Turks, who represent
98 percent of the pop-
ulation of aboui 600,000,
permitted their differences :
to reach the breaking point. The violence
attracted world attention to their problem,
but to understand it something must be
known about the people on this 140-mile-
long island.

Under normal conditions the Cypriots
are sincerely hospitable, showing warmth
1o visitors coming to their villages and
towns. Customarily they want such per-
sons to feel at home. Generally speaking,
they engage in conversation very easily.
Although they may never have met the
person next to them, when riding on a
bus they will talk with one another en-
thusiastically and loud encugh for all on
the bus to hear what is said.

Qver the centuries the Cypriots were
ruied by a number of conguering peo-
ples—the Persians, Egyptians, Romans,
Franks, Turks and British. Turkey con-
trolled the island for three hundred years,
from 1570 to 1878; then Great Britain
took over. Finally, in 1960, after a violent
four<year struggle, Cyprus was granted in-
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CYPRUS PROBLEM

dependence. The terms of independence
were discussed in Zurich, Switzerland,
and London, England, and on the basis of
the agreements reached in these confer-
ences Cyprus was granted independence.
Not only Cyprus and Great Britain, but
also Greece and Turkey signed the agree-
ments, because 80 percent of the Cypriots
are of Greek origin and 18 percent of
Turkish origin.

Difliculties Resulting from
the Agreements
When the Republic of Cyprus was estab-
lished in 1960 by the Zurich-London agree-
ments, certain privileges were granted to
the Turkish minority that were intended
to safeguard their interests. The privileges
welte incorporated into the constitution of
the Republic, and, among other things,
granted the vice-president of Cyprus, who
must be a Turk, the right of veto. They
also gave Turkish members of the House
of Representatives the right of a separate
vote. At times this privilege of a separate
vote has been used by them to overturn
decisions made by the Greek members and
for which the Greeks had voted unani-
mously. Because the Greeks form the ma-
jority in the House, thirty-five of its fifty
mémbers heing Greek, they were far from
pleased by the actions of the Turkish mi-
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nority. The bad feelings created in the
House of Representatives aggravated the
strained relations between the Greek and
Turkish communities on the island.

Ever since the establishment of the
Cyprus Republic, Cypriot political affairs
have had a stormy time. The Greeks have
contended that the Turks are misusing
their right to a separate vote and, as a
result, have been blockihg the smooth op-
eration of the government, As an example,
some will point to a decision pertaining toa
law on taxation that was approved by two-
thirds of the Greek members of the House
of Representatives. The Turks quashed it
by voting against it, resuiting, the Greeks
claim, in a loss of revenue to the govern-
ment. ' :

The Turks, on their side of the dispute,
have had complaints against the Greeks,
contending that the Greek majority have
not taken into consideration Turkish views
when making decisions in the House of
Representatives. On a number of occasions
prominent members of the Turkish com-
munity said that they were disregarded by
the Greeks. These and other differences
have been stressed in the public press,
building up greater feelings of animosity.

Matters were made still worse when the
president of the Republie, Archbishop Ma-
karios, presented the vice-president, Dr.
Kioutchouk, with a list of thirteen points
to amend in the Constitution, to eliminate
the causes for the continual friction. Re-
action was strong. The Turks feared that
their rights would be affected. The Turk-
ish government not only rejected them
but threatened to intervene militarily in
Cyprus if the Greeks attempted to make
the amendments part of the Constitution
without the approval of the Cypriat Turks.

As provided in the Treaty of Alliance
that was signed by the Republic of Cyprus
with Greece and Turkey, Turkey main-
taing a contingent of 650 officers, non-
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commissioned officers and men on the is-
land. Greece maintains a contingent of 950
men. Turkey threatened to use these men
as well as reinforcements she would send
to the island. Her right to intervene in the

-dispute is, of course, a subject of dispute.

With this background on the problems con-
fronting the Cypriot people, we can better
understand the reason for the violence that
broke out in December.

Intercommunal Clashes

On Friday night, December 20, a police
car was patrolling near the Turkish quar-
ter of the capital city, Nicosia. The car
stopped and the policemen requested the
identity cards of a few young men of Turk-
ish descent. A quarrel started. Suddenly
someone in the crowd that had gathered
shot at the policemen, and they returned
the fire, with the result that a man and a
woman were found dead after the clash
was over. That was all the explosive situa-
tion in Cyprus needed to set off an erup-
tion of violence.

Several incidents broke out the next day
involving the police and individual Turks.
By Sunday night fighting had opened up
on a larger scale. The rattle of automatic
weapons could be heard in several parts
of the city. By morning the city was in
an uproar. Buges coming to Nicosia that
morning with people who work in the eity
had to turn back. Gradually, by the erec-
tion of barricades where the Turkish and
Greek sections of the city joined, the city
took on the appearance of war. Police cars
loaded with weapons raced through the
streets . to trouble spots. Word passed
around that severe fighting with light
weapons had broken out in a suburb of the
city where Turks and Greeks resided, By
Monday evening the situation had grown
worse,

Many women and children were trapped
where fighting was going on, not being
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able to get out of the area. In densely popu-
lated sections some were shot by mistake.
For those people who were not able to get
to their homes or to stay in them because
of the fighting, schools and other bulldings
were opened up a&s shelters.

As the morning of December 24 dawned,
the city was still in a state of utter con-
fusion, and sporadic fighting was still go-
ing on. The president and the vice-
president of Cyprus appealed to the people
by means of radio to lay down their arms
and stop fighting. After repeated appeals,
the shooting gradually slowed down.

In an effort to bring peace to the trou-
bled island, the British government dis-
patched the secretary of Commonwealth
Relations to Cyprus. He arranged, with the
consent of the Cyprus government, to have
7,000 British soldiers flown in to help the
government. While this was being done,
representatives of the Greek and Turkish
communities met with British, Greek and
Turkish officials in London in an effort to
find a solution to the island's problems,
After several weeks of fruitless talks, the
London conference came to a complete
standstill. One of the main reasons for its
failure was the insistence by the Great
Powers that NATO should send troops to
Cyprus on a peace-keeping mission while
officials of the countries concerned in the
dispute try to find grounds for settling it.
The government of Cyprus refused to per-
mit NATO troops on the island, because it
is a member of the United Nations and is
" entitled to the services of the Security
Council.

Because Turkey made repeated threats
to intervene militarily in the island’s trou-
bles to support the Turkish community
there, the government of Cyprus charged
Turkey with aggression before the Securi-
ty Council of the United Nations. It was
due to such threats that people in Nicosia
and Kyrenia were filled with fear when
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Turkish military aircraft flew low over
these cities on December 25. Further con.
cern over Turkey’s intentions was caused
by the moving of Turkey's army contin-
gent on Cyprus from their barracks to the
Turkish quarter of Nicosia. In a counter-
move the Greek army contingent moved
to the Greek sector.

After several days of debate a draft reso-
lution was passed by the Security Council
in which its members agreed unanimously
that all countries should respect the terri-
torial integrity of Cyprus and that they
should refrain from military action against
the island. The Security Council recom-
mended that a mediator be appointed to
help resolve the difficulties and also that
a peace-keeping force he sent to Cyprus to
restore peace and order. Britain, Ireland,
Sweden, Finland, Canada and Denmark
were to provide the soidiers. As lfaison Ge«
tween the international force and the Cy-
prus police there would be a limited num-
ber of Austrian policemen. To help finance
this operation, several countries contrlb-
uted sums of money.

Finding & solution to the Cyprus prob-
lem is not a simple task. The Turkish com-
munity insists on a federal system, but the
Greek community calls it partition of the
island, In an effort to prevent partition at
the time the Republic of Cyprus was
formed the Treaty of (Guarantee was
signed by the Republic and by Greece,
Turkey and Great Britain, The treaty also
prohibits 8 union with any other state pr
country, such as with Greeee or Turkey,
The treaty is incorporated in the Cyprus
constitution.

Turkey supports the federation idea of
the Cypriot Turks, whereas Greece has de-
clared unequivocally that she will support
the Greek Cypriot side for an inseparable,
independent Cyprus Republic in which the
majority will rule, That, of course, means
the Greeks, who are in the majority, The
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rights of minorities would be safeguarded,
they say, by international law and the pro-
visions of the United Nations' Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. For her
part, Great Britain wants to continue
maintaining military bases there as al-
ready agreed on by treaty, but the Greek
Cypriots are opposed to this. Finding a
solution that is satisfactory to all who are
concerned will be a difficult task. If the
United Nations' mediator fails in his ef-
forts to get a satisfactory settlement of the
difficulties, the Cyprus governmenl plans
to take the whole matter to the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

As might be expected, the violent clashes
between the opposing factions on Cyprus
have created distrust among the people as
well as a chain of violent retaliations.
Many homes have been burned, property
has been stolen and people have been mur-
dered in cold blood. Thousands of Turks
have crowded into certain towns and vil-
lages because they believed that their lives
were endangered by the Greeks. Those who
have left their homes are creating a hous-
ing problem. Some are living in tents, oth-
“ers in schoolhouses and still others are
crowded into markets and private homes.
While away from their homes, their fields
are not being worked and their livestock
are not receiving care.

Greeks who have homes near Turkish
neighborhoods have moved elsewhere for

the sake of safety. Wherever there are
mixed neighborhoods, green lines now sep-
arate the Greeks and Turks. These lines
indicate a no-man’s-land that is guarded
by troops of the United Nations, With the
cooperation of these forces the Cypriot
government hopes to make travel safe on
all public highways,

During the four-day Eastern Orthodox
Easter holiday in May there were no seri-
ous acts of violenee, and hope was being
expressed that the dispute would soon end
in a negotiated settlement. The United
Nations’ mediator, Sakari 8. Tucmicja of
Finland, said: “I do not know yet whatl
kind of a solution there will be, but T am
confident there will be a negotiated settle-
ment and not war. Each party has its own
ideas on how to solve this problem, but no
one is going to get his own way.”

The basic cause for the Cyprus problem
is the same as for the disputes, lack of
trust and acts of violence that are tearing
at the vitals of Africa. It is the root of
the cold war between the big powoers of the
East and the West, and it is at the bottom
of the shooting wars that have plagued
mankind continually from the beginning of
the twentieth century. That cause is lack
of neighbor love. Peaceful living comes
from obeying the Scriptural command:
“*You must love your fellow as yourself.”
—Lev. 19:18.

HEMOGLOBIN IN NATURAL IRON PRODUCTS

The corruption of food by the use of blood or blood fractions now extends :[0

some “natural health food”

vitamin-mineral supplements.

One product with

vitaming and minerals, called “Wonderola Plus,” lists 67 all-natural ingredients,

but the small print shows that the source of its iron is:

“Hemoplobin, Peplonized

Ox Bile and Reduced.” Another produet, “Hemol,” is advertised as: “The all-natural

iron tablet 100% from Food Sources:

liver, hemoglobin, muolasses,

green gross

concentrate, dried yeast.” Any products containing hemoglobin as their source
for iron would be objectionable to Christians wishing to abide by the Bible's
commandment to Xeep themselves ‘free from bleod.” (Acts 15:20, 29) Especially

when a statement is made that a product comes from a

“natural” or “naturai

organie source,” it is well to read the fine print on thé labels to see whether iron

is being derived from blood.
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OME trees can bhe very
fussy ahout where they
grow. Take, for example,
the cone-bearing tree called
the hemlock, which is found
in Asia and North America.
Though certain hemlocks
may be found along road-
sides, they seem to be espe-
cially made for hillsides.
Often tall hemlocks form
imposing groves on the sides
of steep ravines, Yes, these
lovely, lofty cvergreens seein
to have beon designed by the Creator
for decorating the cool, rocky hillsides.
The hillside-growing hemlocks like to em-
hrace rocks with thelr ruddy roots. Even though
they sometimes 1ift their heads higher than a
ten-story building, they enjoy having rocks hug-
ging the ground near their base. If no rocky
soil i1s available, they still seem to thrive if
they can have their roots in cool, damp earth
near the clear water of a rushing stream or
a waterfall. Slow-moving water or warm mud-
dy pools are not to their liking.

Hemlock trees seem to grow equally well in
the shade or the sunlight. To begin with, how-
ever, they prefer the shade. They are not pio-
neers, They are content to wait until other
trees have preparcd the way by carpeting the
ground with a thick leaf mold. When the shade
hecomes so dense that other trees’ own seed-
lings cannot compete with their parents, then
it iz that the hemlock family will move in.
They grow palnfully slow at first. Inch by inch
they work their way upward until at last their
heads are ahove all the other trees. Sometimes
their branches will reach out like outstretched
arms above the crowns of other trees, allowing
no more light and heat than a glaneing sun-
beam to penetrate through to the forest floor.
Among thelr own kind, they can live to a ripe
old age of more than five hundred years.

The hemlock family, made up of about ten
species, has been much too useful for man to
ignore, largely because of the tannin in its
cinnamon-red bark. Long before the white man
came to the United States, Indians extracted
tannin from the scaly bark of young hemlocks
to uge as a remedy for burns and sores, Hem-
lock oil, used in medicine, is distilled from the
tree’s needles and twigs.

When men found out that the tannin from
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hemlock trees would give a
beautiful red tone to leather
products, they raided the for-
ests and stripped the trees of
their bark. So many trees
were spoiled that people
were soon predicting that the
hemlock would go the way
of the dodo bird and be lost
forever to mankind. But
somehow this stately member
of the evergreen family sur-
vived the onslaught of the ax.

The hemlock Is no longer
nieeded for the leather indus-
try, but the wood is still in
demand for certain {ypes of
construction and for mak-
ing wood pulp for paper manufacturing—its
chief use today. The wood itself is cross-grained
and full of knota.

The animal creation has not ignored the hem-
lock, either. Deer like to nibble on hemlock
twigs in the winter when their other food sup-
ply is short. Bquirrels eat the sceds from hem-
lock cones, The crossbill and other birds feed
onh the tiny seeds. Crows and owls make their
nests high in the trees' dense upper crowns.
The grouse often nests warm and dry beneath
the sheltering, low-swinging branches weighted
down by snowdrifts. Even the tiny chickadee
likes to swing upside down from thesc same
branches to get its own peculiar bird's-eye view
of the world.

BResides the family traft of preferring the
cool, rocky hills, hemlocks possess a beauty
asset In common: They have refined, well-
tailored foliage. This is especially so with the
mountain hemlock, whose rounded “needles”
are so closely packed together in small ciusters
ithat they look like miniature brushes pointing
toward the twigs where slender cones grow,
The mountain hemlock’s limbs sweep grace-
fully toward the ground, whereas othcr hem-
lock species show the horizontal or upward-
growing habit. Though wvarious specics of
hemlock are often planted by man for orna-
mental purposes, the mountain hemlock is spe-
cially partial 1o high rugged ccuntry. If planted
at low altitudes, mountain hemlocks do not
thrive so well nor do they grow into such mar-
velously picturesque trees as they do in their
5,000- to 9,000-foot-high natural mountainside
homes. Yes, hemlocks just seem to be made
for the ccol, rocky hillside,
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A LONG WAIT FOR GOD'S TRUTH

& At a circuit assembly of Jehovah's wit-
nesses in Kentucky, this experience was re-
lated: “A young man was searching for the
right kind of minister to answer his questions
on the Bible. S0 one evening he came to the
Kingdom Hall. After the meetings he had
50 many {questions concerning the work of
Jehovah's witnesses that I invited him to
spend the evening with me. We discussed the
Bible until 2:30 a.m.; then all the next day,
until 7 in the evening. During cur discussion
he expressed amazement thai there was one
organization that Jehovah God was using and
that unity in doctrine and worship existed.
He told me that he had atiended a theological
seminary for some time, but was disappointed
in how they tear down Christian faith. He
left the seminary in search of someone who
would discuss the Bible with him. The first
town he visited was about nine miles from
Danville, Kentucky. In this town he visited
four different churches, These are the reac-
tions he received: (1) When he asked the first
clergyman, ‘Do you know anyone that would
have joy in discussing the Bible with me?’
the reply was ‘T am sorry but I do not know
anyone like that! (2) The second minister
laughed at his question. {3) The lady secre-
tary wae preparing for a rummage sale, and
so was too busy for his questions. (4) This
minister used thirty minutes for discussion,
hbut it was nonproductive,

“Continuing his search, he walked to Dan-
ville, The only building in town that caught
his attention was the Kingdom Hall of Je-
hovah’s witnesses. After his visit to the King-
dom Hall and our long discussions, he re-
turned to his hometown in Illineois with a
large supply of Bible literature. Since his
departure, 1 have received letters from him
telling of his attending the meetings at the
Kingdom Hall, of his going in ihe house-to-
house ministry, and of his strong hope to be
a fulltime preacher of the good news. ‘Surely
nothing must stand in my way,’ he wrote.
‘I have waited so long to know the trutht’”

‘PRAISE FROM THE MOUTHS OF BABES'
4 In Curitiba, Prazil, a four-yearold boy
whose parents are Jehovah’s wilitnesses was
invited to have dinner in his playmate's home
nearby, Before the meal the little boy said
that he must first pray to God, much to the
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surprise of the family that he was visiting.
This aroused their curiosity, and the small
child invited the family to go to the Kingdom
Hall. The couple accepted the invitation and
enjoyed the publlc talk so much that they
regularly attended the meetings thereafter.
The little boy's parents started a home Bible
study with the family.

SPIRITUAL REMUNERATION
# Some time ago the Watch Tower Society’s
branch office in Brazil received a letter from
a prisoner that said, in part: “Severa! times
I have solicited free booklets, books, etc.,
from you to spread the work under the pre-
text that the prisoners could not acquire
them from their allowance and, in fact, the
greater number really can't; truly, proving
my peint, you are not dominated by money.
I give thanks tc Jehovah today to be an
adept of a religion-that does not have mone-
tary gain as its ultimate object.”

SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH
4 On the island of Jamaica, Jehovah's wit-
nesses endeavar to cover territory as often
as possible to find sheeplike pcople. Yet there
are times when interested perscns find  the
Witnesses, One such person tells of his search
for truth., He says that he was always in-
clined to be religious and kept searching for
the true religion. After spending years going
from one religious organization to angther,
he found that in all cases their appeal was
to emotionalism and to human traditions.
Being disappointed so many times all these
years, he finally thought that the only thing
to do was to read the Bible on his own and
find satisfaction in that. Finally he moved
out of the city to a suburb wherc he noticed
a Kingdom Hall. His curiosity got the better
of him and he decided at least fo sce what
went on in the Kingdom Hall, although he
was dubious about the teaching of Jehovah's
witnesses. To his surprise, he found the meet-
ings thoroughly enjoyable and was amazed
to see that Jehovah's witnesses have a teach-
ing organization. He said, "My one regret
is that I had not visited a Kingdom Hall
hefore.” His long search for God’s truth made
him realize that others may also be search-
ing. To accommodate them, he now regularly
shares the Kingdom good news from house

- to house.

AWAKE!



T "-/,

Why Does God Permit
Monstrous Evils?

ARk

QLS Word, the Bible, shows the Cre.

ator, Jehovah God, to be matchless,
peerless, incomparable. It reveals him as
being infinite in wisdom and power, per-
fect in justice and the very personification
of love—Gen. 18:14; Deut. 32:4, 35; Rom.
11:33; 1 John 4:8.

Since this is so, why does he at times
permit widespread injustice and even mon-
strous evils to afflict innocent and helpless
creatures on earth? As the prophet Habak-
kuk put the guestion: “You are too pure
in eyes to see what is bad; and to loock on
trouble vou are not able. Why is it that
you look on those dealing treacherously,
that you keep silent when someone wicked
swallows up someone more righteous than
he is?”—Hab. 1:13.

Doubtless that was what Noah and his
family wondered about before they learned
about Jehovah’s purpose to wipe out that
violent and ruined antediluvian world.
(Gen, 6:5-13) Without doubt, it was also
what the Hebrews in slavery to Egypt won-
dered about, and especially when Pharaoh
decreed the death of all male infants, (Ex.
1:11-22) Certainly the God-fearing Israel-
ites during the reigns of such wicked kings
as Manasseh, who shed “innocent hlood

. in very great quantity,” must also have
wondered why. (2 Ki, 21:16) And what
about the time lustful and bloodthirsty
King Herod the Great “had all the boys in
Bethlehem and in all its districts done
‘away with, from two years of age and un-
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der”? Surely the parents of those boys
must have wondered why God permitted it.
—Matt. 2:16-18.

No doubt many in modern times likewise
wondered as they saw Hitler carry out his
policy of genocide, especially those who
were his victims. But among his many vie-
tims were thousands of withesses of Jeho-
vah who did not grow weak in faith under
the pressure of persecution. They took all
that the Nazi persecutors had to offer in
their concentration camps—often treat-
ment worse than that accorded to the Jews
—with such fortitude that Dr. Eugen Ko-
gan in his book, The Theory and Practice
of Hell, tells that “somehow it seemed that
the Nazis never were able to meet the
psychological challenge presented by Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.” Why was this? Because
their faith in Jehovah God included an
understanding of why God permitted these
evils, They also khew just whom to blame
for them and that in God's due time he
would make an end of all of them. Thig in-
formation is all in God's Word, the Bible,
only men need help to see it there.

Why has God permitted monstrous evils?
Because of a challenge hurled in his face
based upon the discbedience of our first
parents. God had heen perfectly within his
rights when he made continued life in Par-
adise for our first parents dependent upon
obedience, Only in some such way could
they have proved their appreciation for
what God had done for them. Failure to
show appreciation would stamp them as
not deserving of the blessings they were
enjoying.—Gen. 2:17.

By their disobedience our first parents
betrayed that they did not appreciate what
God had done for them and so they justly
were sentenced to death and driven out of
Paradise. (Gen. 3:1-24) Their disobedience
was then used by Satan the Devil, who had
induced Eve to disobey in the first place,
to issue a taunt, a challenge, a boast, that
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he could turn all men away from God. Of
course, God could at once have destroyed
Satan together with Adam and Eve, but
this would ih no wise have disproved Sa-
tan’s challenge. To let Satan try to prove
his challenge, God permitted him as well
as the imperfect human race to continue to
exist.—Ex. 9:16; Prov. 27:11.,

This is no fanciful theory but a key
truth that is made known to us by the
Bible account of Job. From it we learn that
Job was a man of integrity and that Satan
taunted God by sayving that Job served
God for selfish reasons and that Satan
could turn him away from God if given the
opportunity. God granted that opportunity,
but in spite of all that Satan was able to do,
Job did not turn against God. He main-
tained his integrity and so proved Satan a
base liar and God true and worthy of be-
ing worshiped. “In all this Job did not sin
with his lips.” It might be said that no
Jew in modern times suffered more than
Job, for Job lost all his material posses-
sions and his chiidren, his wife and friends
turned against him and he was smitten
with a dreadful disease.—Job 1:1 to 2:10.

Not that Job was the only one who kept
integrity. A long line of witnesses of Jeho-
vah, from Abel onward, have likewise
proved God true and Satan a liar, chief of
whom has been Jesus Christ himself, And
in modern times there have been and are
right now many, many thousands of faith-
ful witnesses of Jehovah keeping integrity.
Satan, having miserably failed to prove his
challenge, will soon be put out of exis-
tence, even as fulfillment of Bible prophe-
cy shows.—Luke 18:7, 8; Heb. 5:8; 11:
1-40; Rev. 1:5; 11:18; 12:12,

Do not think that all this has taken
place without cost to Jehovah God. No one
has been tried by it more than he, no one
has had to exercise more long-suffering
and endurance. And did he not give his
own Son to die because of this issue? Sure-
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ly his Fatherly heart was deeply wounded
as he saw his Son suffer thus! Se, far from
blaming God for their wretched lot, men
should blame those who are responsible:
Satan the Devil, our first parents and self-
ish men in our day.

‘We might liken mankind’s Iot to that of
the offspring of a man and wife that had
turned traitor, but who instead of being
executed were sent to an inhospitable is-
land. While on this island they bring forth
children and these children might want to
curse the government because of their lot.
But it was a merey that their parents were
not at once executed, and so were able to
bring forth children. If those children were
wise they would make the best of their lot
and prove themselves loyal citizens, hoping
some day to be permitted to get off the
island and back to their parents’ homeland.,

This is just what the Bible shows will
take place in God’s due time. Humankind
today is living in a wicked system of
things, on a penal island, as it were, be-
cause of the sins of our first parents. God,
being love, has made provision for permit-
ting the offspring of those first parents,
that is, those who are amenable to righ-
teousness and show they are deserving of
the opportunity, to return to the homeland
of our first parents, the earthly Paradise.
That earthly Paradise will be established
right after the rapidly approaching battle
of Armageddon has taken place and Satan
and his demonsg have been abysszed, Even to
those of humankind who have gone down
into death this hope is held out, by means
of a resurrection, a hope that sustained
Joh, even as it has sustained faithful wit-
nesses of God since his day. All those who
in that Paradise prove God true and Satan
a liar will enjoy it forever, and they will
fully understand how a God who is all-
wise, all-powerful, perfect in justice and
wholly unselfish could have permitted mon-
strous evils.—John 5:28, 29; Rev, 21:4.
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Africa Qualies
@ On RMay T,
8:46 am., East Alfrica began
to shake. An earthquake, de-
seribed as the worst in many

shortly after

years, rocked the continent
for ahout & minute. The area
most severcly affected by the
quake was in northern Tan-
panyika. Many houses were
damaged, foundations were
disturbed and it least one life
was lost. At Babati in Tan-
panyika many people were re-
ported homeless, The earth-
quake was followed by an
afternoon of unusually severe
thunder and lightning along
with hail.

Apathy to Crime

@ Law-cnforcement authori-
ties in the United States have
for some time been worried
because of public apathy to
erime. Many persons will not
cven put forth the effort to
notify the poelice when (hey
see a crime being committed.
The same indifference to
crime is now being naoticed in
Great Hritain, Flve times a
woman grappled with a thief,
begging for public assistance
without getting it, Only one
man siepped forward to help,
hut then suddenly he looked
at his wateh, “Ch, I'm awfully
sorry, I've got a bus to catch,”
he said. And away he went.

More Smoking
& When the Royal College of
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Physicians in Britain indicat-
ed that cigarette smoking was
the cause in eight out of
ten lung cancer deaths, smok-
ers appeared to reflect on the
anncuncement with some con-
cern, but only momentarily.
For statistics show they soon
went to puffing their ciga-
rettes with greater gusio than
ever before. Cigarette sales in
Britain are 5 percent higher
now than they were two years
ago. A survey disclosed that
20 to 50 percent of the British
children over 12 years old are
steady smokers, All this in the
face of the most intensified
antismoking campaign in Brit-
ish history. How do you ex-
plain something like thig? It
appears that people today just
do not care whether they live
or die. Britain, by the way,
has the highest lung cancer
death rate in the world.

“Adult Delinquency” in Senate
# Inaction on the civil rights
bill caused U.B. Senator Hu-
bert H. Humphrey to lash out
against the Senate on May 11.
Fifty-two days have gone by
so far with nothihg accom-
plished. *The whole procedure
is disgusting,” Humphrey said.
“All that is being accomplished
here is a display of adult de-
linquency.” He urged the
American public to write in
and demand that their Sena-
tors act like Senators and
start earning their wages.

Life Flve Miles Below

® Five miles below the sur-
face of the Atlantic QOcean life
was seen, The French scientist
Pierre Drach in the French
bathyscaphe Archimede went
down 27310 feet to the bot.
tom of the Puerto Rican
Trench. Drach said the trench,
which is about 100 miles north
of 8an Juan, Puerto Rico, is

“relatively full of things.” He

said that he had scen fish
from one to five inches long
swimming past the bathy-
geaphe's porthoics.

U.N. Membership Drops

@ For the first time since its
cregtion in 1945, the United
Nations membership went
down instead of up. The rea-
son for this was the unifica-
tion of Tanganyika and Zan.
zibar in a single governtnent.

Khrushchey In Africa

@ Not long ago Red China’s
Premier Chou En-lai was tour-
ing Africa making friends and
influencing people. In mid-May
Premier Nikila Khrushchev
of the Soviet Union was being
given the red-carpet treat-
ment in Abdel Nasser's United
Arab Republie. To assure a
good reception for Khru-
shchev, the Soviet Unlon an-
nounced a new $12%,000,000
loan to Algeria just before
Khrushchev set foot on Afri-
can soil.

An explosion set off by Pre-
mier Khrushehev and Presi-
dent Abdel Nasser of Egypt
marked the completion of the
first stage of the Aswan Dam.
The blast opched a channel
that diverted the waters of
the Nile River. The hillion.-
dollar power and Irrigation
project is designed to bring
new agricultural) and industyi-
al life to this ancient and
undeveloped part of the world.

Voleanoes Rumble

@ Seventeen times since 79
C.E. Mount Vesuvius has
erupted. In 79 CE. it covered
nearly all the nearby cities
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with ashes and lava. An erup-
tion in 1944 claimed 26 lives.
On May 11 of this year sev-
eral seismic shocks from the
mountain were felt. These
were described as mediurn,
but they were large enough to
alarm residents of communi-
ties in sight of the mountain.
About 200 miles to the south,
Mount Etna was scnding a
stream of lava 600 yards wide
toward the town of Bronte.

Panama’s Election

@ The election in Panama
that took place on May 10
gave that nation a new presi-
dent—Marce A, Robles. Dr.
Arnulfo Arias, the leader of
the Panamanian party who
was defeated in the presiden-
tial' elections, however, chal-
lenged the returns. Robles, the
government’s candidate, said
that he had no doubt that he
would take over rule of the
government from President
Robert F. Chiari on October 1.

World’s Fair Problems

& Since the opening day of
the World's Fair in New York
City, it has had no end of
problems. It rained the first
day. There were race demon-
strations. Then one concession
had nearly $10,000 warth of
baby strollers stolen. Several
of the representative nations
have complained about the
high rents and union froubles
and have threatened to quit
the fair. Officials fear that
this might cause a chain reac.
tion. Notwithstanding, on May
11, the 3,000,600th wvisitor
passed through the Fair gates
to behold the extravaganza.

Hydrofoll Service and Ships

% A published Reuters report
dafed May 2 tells of a new
high-speed hydroioil service in
operation betwecen the Chan-
nel Islands and the English
coast. The British say that
service may revolutionize sea
transport. The hydrofoil has a
hull and a superstructure of
a conventional ship, but elimi-
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nates water resistance by
rising from the sea on its
foils. The foils act like giant
water skis. Within a half min-
ute of getting under way, or
when  its speed reaches 16
miles an hour, the “skis” he-
neath the hull lift it from the
surface, Once above the sur-
face it cruises along at a
speed of 35 miles an hour.
The QGuernsey-based Condori
is Ttalian built. It is 9114 feet
long, displaces 60 tons and
carries 140 passengers. It op-
erates principally between
Guernsey, Jersey and St. Malo.
The only unusual effects from
the rize is that “roller coaster”
feeling one gets when the
craft drops into the troughs
of an especially high wave.
The Condori is the first Brit-
ish-owned ferry of its kind.

The Soviet Union recently
launched a hydrofoit that is
capable of speeds up to TO
miles an hour. It has a capac-
ity of 150 passengers. Japan,
on the other hand, is bujlding
the longest and largest mer-
chant wvessels in the world.
Three 1,065-foot tankers, with
a cargo lift of 150,000 tans,
are scheduled to begin op-
erating next year.

Lenin Peace Prize

@& The Lenin Peace Prizes are
awarded every year shortly
before the first of May. On
April 30 President Ahmed Ben
Bella of Algeria was awarded
the prize, The Soviet citation
for the prize praised the Al-
gerian as an “ardent cham-
pion of peaceful coexistence”
and an “opponent of war and
of the nuclear arms race.”
Among past winners were

_Premier Fidel Castro of Cuba,

President Kwame NEkrumah
of Ghana and President Modi-
bo Keita of Mali.

Auto—A Killer

@& The Public Health Service
in America warned car drivers
that the death rate for motor
vehicle accidents is climbing
despite all safety precautions.
The death rate from wehicle

accidents was 215 for each
100,000 population during Jan-
uary, 1964. This figure is al-
most 30 percent higher than
for the first month of 1963.
The increase in the motor ve-
hicle death rate for all of 1963
was about 4 percent over 1962,
Be careful when you drive.
The life you save may be
your owrn.

Religious Decree Eased

@ A new National Solidarity
Act abolishing political parties
and requiring religious orga-
nizations to register with the
government was relaxed in
Burma. Moslems, Christen-
dom’s religions and other
groups agreed {fo comply with
the order. But the Buddhists
reportedly were opposed to it.
The 20,000-member Association
of Young Buddhist Monks
threatened to form suicide
squads to demonstrate their
opposition to the measure. On
May 5 it was learned that
Burma’s military government
had relaxed its registration
rules.

Sujcide Attempts

# On May 4 Dr. Ronald S.
Mintz, psychiatrist, told the
annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Psychiatric Association in
Los Angelos, California, that
about 5,000,000 people now
living in the TUnited States
have tried to commit suicide,
not simply thought about
doing it, but actually tried to
kill themselves. This figure
represents almost one in every
forty persons. Dr. Mintz stated
that his conclusions were
based on studies made in Los
Angeles, but he feit that his
estimate would stand up and
even be surpassed when cor-
rections were made statistical-
ly for the entire population.
In some communities 50 per-
cent of self-inflicted gunshot
deaths are certified as suicide,
whereas in Los Angeles the
figure is 95 percent. Dr. Mintz
said that data is lacking be-
cause there is no way of tell-
ing how many automobile ac-
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cident deaths are in reality
suicides, or how many alco-
holic deaths are.

Strike In Spain

& In Spain strikes are illegal.
Nevertheless, some 35,000
miners, or more than 75 per-
cent of the mine workers em-
ployed In the Asturian coal-
fields, walked off their jobs
in demand of better condi-
tlons. In 1962 over 100,000
miners struck. That strike set
the Spanish economy back
seriously.

Boating Safefy

@ The United States Coast
Guard reported the following
regarding recreational-boating
accidents in 1963. There were
850 fatal accidents. The lead-
ing causes were: boat cap-
sized, 323; occupant fell over-
board, 234; hoat sank, 172
There were 770 accidents that
caused nonfatsl injuries. The
principal reasons glven were:

collislon with another boat,
219; hit by boat or propeller,
123; fire, fuel explosion, 107.
Let these statistics be a warn-
ing tfo you. Wear a life jacket
at all times when boating.
You never know when you
may need it.

The N.8. Savannah

& After almost a year's de-
lay because of a strike of the
ship’'s engineers, the world's
first nuclear-powered mer-
chant ship began her maijden
voyage on May 5. From Hous-
ton, Texas, it is scheduled to
go to New Orleans, then to
Baltimore, from there to New
York and then to Bremer-
haven. Sixty passengers were
on board, about half of them
nonpaying government offi-
cials and atomic experts. To
get the ship moving, the old
crew of engineers was dis-
missed and a whole new crew
was trained to operate the
Savannah. The new crew gave
its word not to strike.

U.8. Buainess Gaining

& The American people are
spending at a rate of $608,000,
000,000 a year, and there ap-
pears to be no limit in sight.
Personal income is above $480,-
000,000,000, and it too is head-
ed up. Prices are heing held
firm, with only a slight sign
of inflation. The automotive
industry is having its fourth
boom. year. Now more than
8,000,000 carg are being sold
yvearly., Newsweek for April
27 attributes the present busi-
ness growth to the following
factors: “Money supply: up
8.2 percent. Bank loans: up
32 percent. Investments by
banks: up 16.3 percent. Pri-
vate debt: up one third. Fed-
eral debt: up 8.2 percent. Debt
of State and local govern.
ments: up 36.8 percent; In-
terest rates all the while have
been held down. It's been 'a
policy of easy money, and
there is unlikely to be much
change there before election,”

HOW

STRONG

Faith does not come automati-
cally with age. As with physi-
cal strength, it needs proper
nourishment and exercise. Go
to the source of true spiritual
sustenance. Read the Bible
daily. Then use this strength
to build your faith.

The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures is a modern-language ver-
gion that makes reading a delight. The complete Bihle; clear, open-faced type,
two columns to a page. Bound in green vinyl; measnres 73" x 5" x 154"
1,472 pages. Only 7/8 (for Australia, 8/10; for South Africa, 75c). Deluxe
edition bound with flexible cover, gold edging on pages, 18/- (for Australia,
1/2/1; for South Africa, R1.80),
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