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THE REASON FOR THIS MAGAZINE 

News sources that are able to keep you awoke to the vital issues of our times must 
b. unfettered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awakel" has no fettel'1. It recognizes 
facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by political ties; It is unham­
pered by traditional creeds. This magazine keeps itself free, that it may speak freely to 
you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It maintains integrity to truth. 

The viewpoint of "Awakel" is nol narrow, hut is international. "Awakel" has its 
own correspondenls in scores of nations. Its articles are read in many lands, in many 
languages, by millions of persons. 

In every issue "Awake!" presents vital topics an which you should he informed. 11 
featur.s penetrating articies on social conditions and offers sound counsel for meeting 
the problems of everyday life. Current news from every continent panes in quick review. 
Attention is focused on activities in the fields of government and commerce about whic~ 
you should know. Straig~tforward discussions of religious issues alert you to matters oi 
vital concern. Customs and people in many lands, the marvels of crealion, practical 
sciences and points of human interest are all embraced in its coverage. "Awakel" pro· 
vides wholesome, instructive reading for every member of the family. 

"Awakel" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes and subtle 
dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and strengthening those 
disheartened by the ~ailures of a delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establish· 
ment of God's righteous new order in this generation. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awokel" 
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"It is already the hour for you to awoke." 
_Roman. 13:11 

Volume XLV London, England. Mar~h 8, 1964 Number 6 

PEOPLE have different opinions as 
to what constitute realities. What 

may be considered a reality by one 
person may be viewed as imaginary 
or fictitious by another. There are 
even some who still parrot the old 
adage, 'Seeing is believing.' Such per­
sons supposedly accept as realities 
only those things that they can see; 
while anything that cannot be seen is 
considered unreal. 

However, in recent years knowl­
edgeable persons have come to appreciate 
the fallacy of such a view. They now real­
ize how limited the human vision is in its 
ability to detect many things. So today. 
electricity, gravity, radio and television 
waves and countless other "invisible" 
things are all generally accepted as reali­
ties. Their existence is unquestioned by 
knowledgeable persons even though they 
cannot be observed by the most powerful 
microscopes. 

Is it not strange, then, that, simply be­
cause they are WlSeen, the existence of 
God and the prospects of future life are 
dismissed by some people as absurd un­
realities? Yet this is what a great many 
people do, even in some lands of Christen­
dom. A well-known Swedish writer, Alf 
Ahlberg, noted this in the Svenska Dag­
b1ndet of May 9, 1962. 

"The attitude toward Christianity on the 
part of the great majority in our country 
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SPEARING 
ABOUT 
REALITIES 

must be designated as indifferent," he said. 
"The questions about God's existence, a 
possible life beyond the present one, a 
higher world, and so forth,-simply do pot 
seem to exist. If anyone should bring up 
such things in conversation in better com­
pany he would risk being met with painful 
and shy silence ... 'Let us speak of some­
thing else, let us speak of realities,' they 
would say. And 'realities' mean such things 
as collective agreements between employ­
ers and labor, the countryside's depopulat­
ing, or Khrushchev's latest moves." 

But are God, angels and the prospects 
for future life unrealities, that is, mere 
ideas, things that are unreal, imaginary or 
fictitious? Stop for a moment and consider. 
Is that which is responsible for what is 
seen unreal because it is unseen? For ex­
ample, is invisible electricity less of a 
reality than the visible light for which it 
is responsible? While one may be absorbed 
in the picture that television waves bring 
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to his television set, would any knowledge­
able person contend that the invisible 
waves are an unreality although the pic­
ture they produce is real? Of course not! 

Well, then, how can an intelligent, rea­
sonable person examine the intricate move­
ments of the heavenly bodies, and, while 
acknowledging their reality, deny the real­
ity of the One who set them in their or­
bits? And what about 

joy discussing the niceties of atomic mat· 
ter, and, with convincing evidence, could 
prove to an interested person the existence 
of atoms. 

So it is that God, his invisible creations 
and his yet-to-be-fulfilled promises are 
considered by some as unrealities. It is not 
that they are actually unreal, imagin~ry; 
but the fault lies in people's incomplete or 

inaccurate informa­
man's marvelous re­
productive process, 
whereby one infin­
itesimally small male 
sperm unites with a 
female egg, and, 
then, in turn, the fer-

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
tion about God and 
his purposes. This is 
the point the Swed­
ish writer Alf Ahl­
berg made in his ar­
ticle. He wrote: 

Faith Without Hypocrisy. 

Adult Delinquency Rubs Off. 

Ecumenical Council-Its Record to Date. 

Should YOu euy on the Installment Plan? 

tilized egg develops according to a master 
plan until finally a baby is born? How 
can one accept the reality of this miracle 
and, at the same time, deny that an All­
Powerful Wise One is responsible for the 
marvelous laws that govern the develop­
ment of the human fetus? Truly there can 
be no question that a Supreme Reality is 
responsible for these visible, very real 
results. 

But why, then, is there likely to be a 
"painful and shy silence" when this mar­
velous God and his wonderful purposes are 
brought up in conversation in so-called 
"better company"? Is it not for a similar 
reason that a question regarding electron­
ics or nuclear physics would likely be 
greeted with uncomfortabre silence at a 
women's sewing circle? 

Because of limited knowledge such a 
group might well greet explanations about 
the movements and paths of different atom­
ic particles with disbelieving looks. They 
probably would want to change the subject 
and talk about something that was to them 
more of a reality. Yet, at the same time', 
a group of electrical engineers would en-
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"One of the rea­
sons [God and his invisible creations are 
considered tmrealities] is without question 
that there is something radically wrong 
in our teaching of Christianity .... A pro­
fessor of History of Religion told me that 
he sometimes asks his students, when they 
are up for examination, which is the last 
book of the Bible. Not a word of reply. 
Comments are unnecessary!" 

With such little knowledge concerning 
God and his Word, it is no wonder people 
question his existence. Yet how vital it is 
to Our everlasting welfare to come to an 
accurate knowledge of Him and his pur­
poses! God is real! He is the Creator of 
man and all the marvels in heaven and 
earth. Why, in comparison with Him, "all 

. the nations are as something nonexistent," 
his Word says; "as nothing and an un­
reality they have been accounted to him." 
-Isa.40:17. 

How important it is, then, for us to get 
the right perspective-to consider things 
from God's viewpoint! Truly, he is the Suo 
preme Reality, and only if we recognize 
that and continue to serve him will we en­
joy his blessing of eternal life in his righ­
teous new order of things. 

AWAKE! 



OR 
RATIONAL 

A..ND 

SC,RIPTURAL? 

WHAT comes first in Chris­
tian worship? On what 

should the emphasis be laid? 
Is Christianity a religion in 
which the emotions and the es­
thetic sense or the appreciation 
of things beautiful are chiefly 

On what should this mind. Typical of such is 

the emphasis be 
placed? What is 

emphasized in 
your religion? 

the report by a London Baptist 
clergyman that appeared in 
The Eastern Churches Quarter· 
ly, Vol. XV, 1963, 1, 2. Accord­
ing to him, "the Divine Liturgy 
in a Russian Church, with the 

appealed to, or is it a religion in which the 
appeal is made to the intellect, to reason, 
to the conscience and to faith in the in­
spired Scriptures? 

Many of the churches of Christendom 
put great stress on that which appeals to 
the senses, to the eyes and to the ears. 
They feature beautiful architecture, beau­
tiful furnishings, beautiful vestments, 
beautiful pictures, stained-glass windows 
and beautiful ritual, together with beauti­
ful music. This appears to be especially 
true of the Eastern Orthodox Churches, 
and of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
particular. 

Thus Zernov in The Russians and Their 
Church states: "The service on Easter 
night is an experience which has no paral. 
leI in the worship of other nations .... 
Moscow stands for the unsurpassed beauty. 
and glory in worship. Her Church repre· 
sents the most devotional and most artistic 
of all the Christian traditions." And says 

,Fedotov in The Russian Religious Mind: 
"The esthetic side of worship ... remains 
one of the most constant features of the 
Russian religion." 

Even some Protestants appear to be of 

MAROH 8, 1964 

congregation taking a considerable part, 
more readily touches the deeper springs of 
human personality. I would testify that 
never before have I felt so completely part 
of the total worshiping community .... 
The Orthodox Church, at its traditional 
worship, is already a church engaged in 
mission." 

And says Protestant Lowrie in his book 
The Light 0/ Russia: "Take, for instance, 
the devotional side of religion. When you 
visit an Orthodox ChUrch the service may 
be sung in a language you do not under­
stand, yet your heart is lifted up in the 
true worship of the congregation, you 
sense the nearness of God and the beauty 
of his praise. It is this side of religion 
which the Russian Church has preserved 
for us in a way unequalled in history .... 
She has much to teach us of the need and 
beauty of devotion .... In one other phase 
of religious experience the Russian Church 
without doubt excels all others. It is im­
possible for a Western Christian to listen 
unmoved and uninspired to the music 
which forms so important a part of the 
service .... No words can give an adequate 
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description of the unique and powerful 
worship the Russian Church has developed 
with its song. All the shades of meaning of 
which the human voice is capable have 
been used with marvelous effect." 

Ils Background 
The Russians, even before they became 

a part of Christendom, were a people of in­
tense feelings. In their pagan religions the 
Russians did not feature or make promi­
nent personalities, as did the Greeks and 
the Romans, but, rather, the beauties and 
things of nature, the earth, the lower ani­
mals, the products of the field. The reli­
gious feelings of the ancient pagan Rus­
sians were intense, but their religious ideas 
were quite vague. These characteristics at 
once account for the ease with which the 
Russians changed from pagan worship to 
that of Christendom, as well as for the 
fact that the religion they chose was that 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church. Yes, that 
the Russians embraced the Eastern Ortho­
dox religion was due to a deliberate choice, 
not on the part of all the Russians, but on 
the part of one of their rulers, Prince 
Vladimir. 

The missionaries of Christendom had 
made but little progress among the Rus­
sians when, toward the end of the tenth 
century A.D., their prince Vladimir, a very 
warlike ruler, who, although he had a 
number of wives and eight hWldred con­
cubines, concerned himself with the choice 
of a religion for his people. He inquired of 
the Mohammedans about their religion. 
When informed that they practiced cir­
cumcision, forbade the use of pork and al­
coholic beverages, he rejected their reli­
gion. He felt that the Russians could not 
get along without liquor. He next asked 
the Jews about their worship. After hear­
ing tJleir story and of their present lot, 
Vladimir is said to have replied: "If God 
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loved you and your law he would never 
have scattered you abroad; do you wish, 
perhaps, that we should suffer the same?" 

Neither was Vladimir impressed with 
the description the Roman Catholic repre­
sentatives gave of their religion. Wonder. 
ing what choice to make, he summoned his 
counselors, at whose instance he sent am­
bassadors to inquire about the various re­
ligions and report to him. After viewing 
the Mohammedan, the Jewish, the Roman 
and the Greek Catholic forms of worship, 
they returned. What had most impressed 
them was the worship of the Greek Ortho­
dox Church: 

"We went to Greece, and the Greeks led 
us to the edifice where they worship their 
God, and we knew not whether we were 
in heaven or on earth. For on earth there 
is no such splendor or such beauty and we 
are at loss to describe it. We only know 
that God dwells there among men, and 
their service is fairer than the ceremonies 
of other nations. For we cannot forget that 
beauty. Every man, after tasting SOme­
thing sweet is afterwards Wlwilling to ac­
cept that which is bitter." 

Not, however, that its gorgeous ritual 
and material splendor were the only fac­
tors that influenced Vladimir. There appear 
to have been political reasons, as well as 
the influence of his grandmother who was 
a convert and of the Greek Orthodox prin­
cess whom he married about that time. 
Once having accepted the Greek Orthodox 
religion himself, he let it be known that all 
who failed to adopt his new religion would 
be no friends of his. All his subjects at 
Kiev, the leading Russian city at the time, 
and in the surrowuiing COWltry were im­
mersed simultaneously by the thousands. 
One of his sons, Yaroslav, who succeeded 
him, pursued the same course, and so in 
just a few decades practically all Russians 
became a part of Christendom; not because 
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of the preaching of missIonaries but be­
cause of the commands of their princes, 
and not out of conviction but out of policy. 

The prominent role that the liturgical 
beauty and all that went with it played in 
the minds of the Russians is borne out by 
history. Repeatedly we read that princes 
would invite guests to view the splendor 
of their church and its services as the best 
argwnent for converting them. Well has 
it been said that "at all times the liturgi­
cal beauty of the Orthodox Church was 
considered by the Russians as the best mis­
sionary argument in the conversion of the 
heterodox." 

No Scriptural Support 
Time and again the statement has been 

made that the gorgeous ritual of the East­
ern Orthodox Church, and especially that 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, resem­
bles the worship of ancient Israel with its 
tabernacle and temple service together 
with its priesthood; some even stating that 
Orthodox worship is more Judaistic than 
Christian. Actually it is neither. 

In the worship of ancient Israel all the 
beautiful furnishings and furniture that 
were to be found in the holy and most holy 
of the tabernacle and later in the temple 
were not there for the purpose of filling 
the people with awe, for these beautiful 
things could be seen only by the few that 
had to serve in these compartments, such 
as the high priest and his underpriests. 
The Israelites in general never got to view 
all this material beauty and glory. 

Further, the duties of the priests con­
sisted not only of offering sacrifices hut 
also of teaching the Israelites the law of 
God, which teaching role has been so sadly 
neglected in the Russian Orthodox Church. 
As we read in God's inspired Word: "The 
lips of a priest are the ones that should 
keep knowledge, and the law is what peo-
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pIe should seek from his mouth; for he is 
the messenger of Jehovah of armies." 
-Mal. 2:7. 

In the Christian Greek Scriptures there 
is likewise no basis for stressing or placing 
the emphasis on the emotional rather than 
on the rational and the Scriptural. Jesus, 
in his Sermon on the Mount, in his expla­
nations of his illustrations, in his discus­
sions with his opponents, always appealed 
to the intellect, to reason, to conscience 
and to the Scriptures. The same was true 
of his followers. On the day of Pentecost 
Peter and his associates did not make their 
appeal an emotional 'one, but a rational 
one, and a Scriptural one. They reasoned 
with their listeners and appealed to their 
faith in the Scriptures as authority. In 
this way the Christians who had received 
the holy spirit on that day were able to 
convince three thousand Jews and to have 
them baptized in proof thereof.-Matt. 6: 
25-34; 7:7-11; Acts 2:14-41. 

Thus also regarding the apostle Paul we 
read that "he reasoned with them from 
the Scriptures." In particular did Paul rea~ 
son with the philosophers, the Stoics and 
the Epicureans assembled on Mars Hill to 
hear him. Likewise we read of ApoUos 
'demonstrating from the Scriptures,' that 
is, proving by an appeal to the Word of 
God, "that Jesus was the Christ."-Acts 
17:2,22-34; 18:28. 

Its Weaknesses, Its Fruits 
Many are the weaknesses and bad fruits 

of the unscriptural emphasis on emotion in 
religion. It has resulted in ignorance and 
superstition and the carrying on of the 
worship of relics and icons, "holy pic­
tures," to absurd and fantastic extremes.· 
Thus Pierre van Paassen, a well·known 
writer, tells what he saw in Leningrad 
while visiting there within the past ten 

• Hand paInted on wood or metal. these otten are 
covered with jewels, except for the lace and hands, at 
times to the value of a millIon dollars. 
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years. The display of a certain jewel­
encrusted icon of Alexander Nevski, one 
of Russia's leading "saints," caused crowds 
to come to pay it homage, repeatedly cross­
ing themselves before it, kissing it and 
praying for several minutes before it. "One 
man with dark black beard, his cap 
twirling between his hands, first stood gaz­
ing at the icon as if hypnotized. Then he 
prostrated himself. He lay flat on his face 
and remained in that position till the monk 
on guard over the icon kindly urged him to 
rise in order to give others a chance to ap­
proach." Surely such idolatry cannot be 
pleasing to God!-Ex. 20:4-6; 1 Cor. 10:7. 

Further, gorgeous ritual, or a deeply 
emotional experience, cannot of itself help 
one to meet the problems of life. It does 
not enlighten one and so help a believer 
to advance to maturity, thereby enabling 
him to distinguish betWeen right and 
wrong and to be able to give a reason for 
the hope that is within him. The fact that 
in the time of the czars so many of the 
Russian Orthodox clergy were notorious 
for their love of wealth and of ease, their 
ignorance and drunkenness and their will­
ingness to be the tools of the ruthless auto­
cratic Czarist regime, and even of the 
sinister Rasputin, shows how little such 
gorgeous ritual aids toward producing the 
fruitage of God's holy spirit, love, joy, 
peace, kindness, mildness, self-control. 
-Gal. 5:22, 23; Heb. 5:11-14; 1 Pet. 3:15. 

From the first, Christianity was basical­
ly a teaching religion. Repeatedly we read 
of Jesus and his apostles teaching. Just be­
fore he ascended into heaven Jesus com­
missioned his followers: "Go therefore and 
make disciples of people of all the nations, 
... teaching them to observe all the things 
I have commanded you." He said nothing 
about a gorgeous ritual. Likewise the apos­
tle Paul was silent regarding the one but 
stressed the other: "Continue applying 
yourself to public reading, to exhortation, 
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to teaching." "Preach the word. be at it 
urgently in favorable season, in trouble­
some season, reprove, reprimand, exhort, 
with all long-suffering and art of teach­
ing." To teach, the appeal must be made 
to the intellect, to reason, not to the emo­
tions, the feelings.-Matt. 28:19, 20; 1 Tim. 
4:13; 2 Tim. 4:2. 

Today there is much agitation among 
Roman Catholic and Protestant circles 
about a lay apostolate, about the "laity" 
preaching, but not in the Russian Ortho­
dox Church. Why? Is it not because she 
would substitute her gorgeous ritual for 
carrying out Jesus' command to make dis­
ciples of people of all nations? 

It may well be asked if such a strong 
reaction to religion as represented by God­
less communism in Russia would have tak­
en place had there been less stress on gor­
geous ritual and more on reason and the 
Scriptures. Not that beauty may not oc­
cupy a place in Christian worship. Beauti­
ful buildings, furnishings and music are 
not harmful in themselves so long as they 
are kept in their place. But they were not 
essential to Christians worshiping in the 
catacombs and they are not essential to 
Christians worshiping underground in to~ 
talitarian lands today. The COUl'Se of the 
RUSSia!) Orthodox Church may be likened 
to the housewife who gives no thought to 
being faithful to her husband and dis· 
charging her household duties but is only 
concerned with appearing beautiful and 
charming in a physical sense. She thereby 
identifies herself as one of the daughters 
of "Babylon the Great."-Rev. 14:8; 17:5. 

On what does your religion place the 
emphasis-emotion or reason and the 
Scriptures? Jesus said that by following 
him we would know the truth and the 
truth would set us free. To get at the truth 
requires the stress to be, not on emotion, 
but on reason and the Scriptures.--John 
8:32. 

AWAKE! 



THE ART OF (AN 
~~J ~"-c!,~:! LEARN 

GOOD cooking is a true art. It is not ~:~~~~ 
art confined to a select few, as is often 

the case with other arts; but it is one that 
anybody. by work and will, can master. 
It requires knowledge, develops with ex­
perience and is enhanced by a little in­
genuity. 

It has been said that cooking is some­
what like traveling in a foreign country_ 
Once you know the main roads you can 
get practically anywhere; until you know 
them you are at a loss. So, too, in the 
realm of cooking, there are reliable main 
roads that will help you through difficult 
territory. Thus there is a main highway 
that leads to roasting, another to gravies, 
another to sauces, another to cakes, and 
so on. Once you know these highways you 
will find that the thousands of recipes 
found in cookbooks and magazines are 
merely variations from the highways. 

But why go to the trouble to learn the 
art of cooking? Because it will give you 
deep satisfaction to prepare something 
your family really likes and looks forward 
to eagerly. Also, often the most nutritive 
foods are not what the members of the 
family relish the most; so the housewife 
must prove herself a true artist, using real 
ingenuity and preparing food in various 
tasty ways so it can be enjoyed by anybody. 

Planning Meals 
Before the cooking process starts, the 

housewife should give some thought to 
having a balanced daily ration, including, 
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if possible, the various kinds of 
food necessary to meet the needs 

of the body. Protein foods are often the 
most costly, so when planning the menu, 
it is well to remember that internal or­
gans, such as tongue, liver, kidneys, all 
come in the A.plus nourishment bracket 
and in the lowest price group. Fish, being 
a great source of iodine, and also a high­
protein food, makes another fine dinner 
and perhaps can often be put on your 
menu. 

When planning, the housewife will want 
to have in mind contrast. Distinctive fla­
vors should be used with discretion; too 
many strong flavors do not make a very 
tasty meal. The contrary is also true-too 
many bland flavors make an undesirable 
meal. "Contrast," says Gwen French in 
The Easy Way to Good Cooking) "is the 
secret of making any combination of foods 
interesting. No meal should be all made up 
of soft, mushy things; nor all of hard 
things. If you have something salty, plan 
something bland with it. If you have some­
thing sweet, plan something sharp, or even 
a little bitter, as contrast." 
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Flexibility demonstrates the skill and in· 
genuity of the artist. If a cold meal is 
planned and the weather turns CQld, add 
a cup of hot soup and a hot drink to take 
the chill off the eaters. The same is true 
when a day turns exceptionally hot and a 
hot meal has been planned; perhaps you 
can add a delicious cold salad or a cold 
drink. 

Cooking the Meal 
A visit to any good-sized public library 

_wlll convince you that it would be presump­
tuous to set forth in one article or in one 
book the so-called "best recipes." This is 
because peoples' tastes differ greatly from 
country to country. You will find cook­
books with recipes from all over the world; 
there are books devoted to the cooking 
styles of Mexico, England, France, Scan­
dinavia, Italy, Japan, China, India, to men­
tion a few. Each country has it specialties 
and its ways of cooking; for variety you 
may wish to try some of these different 
recipes in fixing the same foods. 

But regardless of the country, certain 
requirements must be met by the artist in 
cooking. What are they? 

First, she will try to cultivate orderly 
work habits. Many cooks agree that one 
of the more unattractive aspects of house­
keeping is the cleaning up of pots and pans 
after meals. To save time, clean up as you 
go along. After cooking utensils have 
served their purpose, they can be washed 
and put away. Wipe off the work space, 
and when working at the stove, put wet 
utensils on a plate, so the stove stays clean. 
If you splash water on the floor, wipe it 
up right away; that will be not only the 
safest thing to do but also the most prac­
tical, since it will spare you from mopping 
the whole floor after feet have tracked. it. 
This will aid in maintaining a neat and 
efficient kitchen while cooking, and it will 
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cut in half tlle time spent after meals in 
cleaning up. 

The good' cook realizes the importance 
of appearance. She herself strives to look 
neat and clean, and she prepares food that 
appeals to the eye, the nose and the palate. 
Colorful vegetables look attractive when 
served with delicious brown meat, and a 
neatly set table can enhance enjoyment of 
the whole meal. 

Meals served on time are thoroughly ap­
preciated by a busy family, so time. your 
cooking well. Some women spend an un­
necessary amount of time cooking; try to 
learn the shortcuts that make for efficien­
cy. In many instances, parts of two meals 
can be prepared at one time, allowing more 
free time for other chores. While a roast 
is in the oven, the next day's dessert can 
also be cooking. While meat is on the stove, 
vegetables and salads can be prepared and 
dishes washed. 

It is not necessary to have a big kitchen 
with the best equipment, but no doubt it 
is a help. On a one- or two-burner plate one 
can fry fish, I ham, hash, bacon, chicken, 
cook eggs many ways, boil or fry vege­
tables, and so on. Hundreds of dishes can 
be prepared on a two-burner plate or a 
charcoal stove. 

Seasoning 
Seasoning is an integral part of good 

cooking. If foods are not properly sea­
soned, they taste flat and unappetizing. 
Although recipes give precise amounts of 
salt, pepper and other spices to be used, 
it is the continual experimenting of the 
cook that will enable her to become adept 
at seasoning. 

When seasoning, one must keep in mind 
that the purpose is not to produce a pre­
dominant taste, but, rather, to accentuate 
the natural flavor already found in the 
food. The cook that carries out the season~ 
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ing process with skill can be almost sure 
that the dish will be a success. 

The most important of all seasonings is 
salt. Rarely is a meal served that has not 
been seasoned with salt. However, a good 
cook treats salt, as well as other season­
ings, with respect, for she knows that over­
salted food is ruined and food not salted 
enough is insipid. 

Then there are garlic, nutmeg, cinna­
mon, pepper and paprika. Pepper is prob­
ably the best known of all spices, and in 
the Middle Ages it was one of the costliest. 
One of the articles demanded in 408 (A.D.) 
by Alaric, the Gothic conqueror, as part 
of the ransom of Rome, was 3,000 pOWlds 
of pepper. In our day pepper is not as pre­
cious as gold, yet it is a very valuable sea­
soning. Paprika, the red-colored spice pre­
pared from the fruit of the bonnet pepper, 
enriches flavor and color, working wonders 
with meats, fish, fowl, eggs, cottage cheese 
and vegetables. Whatever the seasoning, 
use it with skill and caution, and you will 
make dull foods interesting. 

Having the Right Attitude 
Cooking is an .art that always can be 

developed, an art, too, in which there is 
always room for improvement. If you are 
an average housewife, you prepare well 
over a thousand meals yearly. If this func­
tion is to rise above a dull and routine 
task, you will want to approach it with a 
positive and willing attitude. If you are 
eager to seek out and try different recipes 
to please the family, it will reflect itself, 
not only in the food, but in its reception as 
well. 

The wise cook knows that very little 
good can be derived foodwise if the eaters 
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are tense, nervous and irritable, so she 
zealously tries to maintain a relaxed at­
mosphere at mealtimes. God's own writ­
ten Word emphasizes the importance of 
this when it says: "Better is a dish of 
vegetables where there is love than a 
manger-fed bull and hatred along with it." 
-Prov.15:17. 

Many women really enjoy planning and 
cooking meals but occasionally get dis­
couraged because they feel their families 
do not appreciate all the work involved. It 
does seem to be the tendency in some 
homes for husbands and children to rush 
to the table, consume the food and then 
take off for various pursuits, without so 
much as a single word of appreciation. Is 
that your complaint? Do you get discour­
aged because you seldom get a word of 
praise? If so, maybe you overlook the 
many encouraging signs of appreciation 
that your family no doubt give you. Are 
they eager to get to the table? Do they eat 
their food with relish? (Remember, enjoy­
ment of food can rarely, if ever, be hid­
den.) Do they regularly ask for second 
helpings and continue to grow strong and 
healthy? If you can answer, Yes, to these 
questions, be assured that your good work 
is appreciated, if only silently so. Members 
of a family might remember, however, that 
good food served with care deserves a kind 
remark. For is it not true that the sun of 
appreciation and the rain of encourage­
ment will make many an endeavor grow 
and thrive? 

We eat often, so why not prepare the 
food in such a way that it will taste as 
good as possible? If you cook, whether for 
a family or just for yourself, do your best 
to master the art of cooking; rewards for 
having done so will be yours every day. 
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GLITTERING like a nanarUl of brightly 
colored jewels tossed into the Atlantic 

Ocean, beautiful Bermuda-not just one 
but a seahorse·shaped group of about 123 
islands-welcomes hundreds of thousands 
of visitors annually. 

Aptly termed "The Showcase of the 
Western World," the only natural re­
sources of the British Commonwealth's 
oldest self-governing colony are said to be 
its radiant beauty and climate, but to these 
attractions must surely be added another 
natural resource-the spontaneous hospi­
tality and kindness of its people. 

The innate friendliness of the Bermu­
dian has roots that reach down into the 
island's history. The early settlers suffered 
many hardships on their voyages to the 
islands and their doors were always opened 
to strangers and shipwrecked travelers, 
even though they themselves often had 
little to share. 

In language more colorful than precisely 
accurate, Mark Twain once said that Ber­
muda was "like Paradise-but you have 

12 

to go through Purgatory to get there." 
To experience firsthand Bermuda's nat­

ural delights and her people's wann friend­
liness no longer requires 
a hazardous voyage with 
a possible disastrous end 
on the coral reefs sur­
rounding the islands. The 

approximately 700 nautical miles southeast 
from New York City can be comfortably 
navigated in just two and a half hours by 
jet plane, or about forty cruiSing hours 
aboard a luxurious ocean liner. 

Recently, a huge jetliner slowly banked 
into a graceful curve and pointed its nose 
toward the long gleaming runway. A 
young passenger called out excitedly, 
"Look at all those white roofs. The houses 
are different colors but the roofs are all 
white and they have ledges around them 
-they're all the same. I wonder why 
that is?" 

As the plane came smoothly to a stand­
still and passengers began unfastening 
their seat belts, a stewardess who had 
overheard the question leaned over the ea­
ger young traveler and said, 'There are 
no rivers or wells of freshwater on these 
islands. This is the peak of an extinct vol­
cano now covered with coral rock. Bermu­
dians construct most of their roofs of coral 
stone and they are specially built to trap 
as much rain as possible and divert it to 
tanks under the houses. Johnny, why don't 
you ask a Bermudian to explain to you 
exactly how they do it? Don't be shy. The 
people who live here are some of the most 
friendly people in the world)" 

Yes, the approximately 50,000 descend­
ants of the hardy settlers here have earned 
for themselves a reputation for friendli· 
ness. 

Origins of Friendliness 
Analyzing and understanding the rea­

sons for the ready and warm hospitality of 
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the Bermudian call for an examination of 
the island's history. The reJa'Xed and ob­
servedly untroubled relationship between 
the predominantly colored population and 
their white neighbors probably dates back 
to the International Emancipation Act of 
1833. Many slaveholding nations were slow 
and reluctant to comply, but among the 
first to respond to the Act's requirements 
were the Bermudians. Of the thirty-six 
members of Bermuda's governing body, 
the House of Assembly, ten are colored 
-a statistic that speaks for itself in these 
days of racial strife. 

Today's "onions," or native islanders, 
are all descended from those forward­
looking white landowners, hardy mariners 
and their freed slaves who all settled down 
to work at making Bermuda one of the 
most prosperous and delightful pieces of 
real estate on earth. The history of their 
seafaring ancestors is liberally sprinkled 
with tales of shipwreck, danger and hard­
ship, when a pounding on one's door more 
often than not meant that someone was in 
distress. 

It has been said that early Bermu­
dians were made of "Cedar, Salt and 
Saylors." Those three original features 
may no longer exist, but inherited friendli­
ness has emerged as a durable ancI ethnic 
characteristic. The cedars were all but de­
stroyed by blight; re~rigeration has elimi­
nated the need for the great troughs of 
seawater left to evaporate, leaving pre­
cious salt deposits for preserving food; and 
Bermuda is no longer an island of mari­
ners. Over the past 300 years the shrewd 
businessmen of Bermuda Have switched 
from one commercial commodity to anoth­
er, always to the eventual enrichment of 
themselves and their little island. Today 
they deal handsomely and profitably in the 
most lucrative commodity in all of Bermu­
da's prosperous history-the tourist. 
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Traffic Problems 
The twentieth century has introduced 

a contrivance-the automobile-calculated 
to irritate the calmest soul, even the easy­
going Bermudian. However, only residents 
are permitted to own and drive automo­
biles, which are restricted in size. Hazard­
ous driving conditions on narrow, twisting 
and turning roads require constant vigi­
lance, iron nerves and tempers well under 
control. 

Add to these hazards the ever-present 
tourist, relaxed and carefree, his eyes con­
stantly distracted by the breathtaking 
scenery all around him. He energetically 
pedals his rented bicycle; or breezes along 
the unfamiliar left side of the road on his 
"putt-putt" (motor-assisted bicycle)......:..and 
the scene is continually set for car drivers 
to "blow their top" under' stress. 

However, the bustling streets of Hamil­
ton, the island's capital and only "city," 
and the spiraling and scenic roads rarely 
witness displays of bad temper of exas­
perated drivers. 

Visitors have recounted some of their 
experiences that illustrate the kindness 
and forbearance of Bermudian drivers. 
One such incident involved a group of 
rubbernecking cyclists. As they ap­
proached dne of the island's few "round­
abouts" (traffic circles), some discussion 
took place as to which of the equally invit­
ing looking roads they should follow. The 
decision made, all but one thrust out their 
right hand, carefully following the "rules 
of tJ.1e road" spelled out to them at the 
"cycle livery," and confidently pedaled in 
the indicated direction. One bewildered­
looking girl wobbled uncertainly to the 
pavement edge, fearful of following her 
friends. All surrounding traffic came to a 
slow, gentle halt and the look of confusion 
on the girl's face was suddenly replaced 
with a smile of relief with the realization 
that she was not going to be relentlessly 
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mowed down by an angry motorist if she 
made a wrong move. As she headed around 
the circle and pedaled hard to catch up 
with her friends, the patiently waiting mo­
torists quietly switched gears and contin­
ued on their way. 

Observing the foregoing incident, a vis­
iting New '¥'orker expressed amazement at 
such an unusual demonstration of pa­
tience. "What purpose would be served," 
answered the driver with .whom the on­
looker was riding, "if we had become im­
patient and one of us had perhaps yelled 
at her? She might have panicked and lost 
her balance, and this Bermud'l.an rock is 
hard to fall on. She might have swung one 
way or another, forgetting to signal, and 
we could then easily run her down. It 
would ruin her vacation and she and her 
friends might have unpleasant memories 
and not want to visit us again." With a 
knowing grin, the driver added, "Besides, 
who's in a hurry? This island is only 
twenty-three miles long. We'll all get 
where we're heading anyway. We could be 
only a few minutes late by exercising pa­
tience, but when an accident occurs we 
have to stay at the scene sometimes for 
hours. So what's the sense in being un­
kind and impatient?" 

Added to an inborn charity for the 
stranger is the Bermudian's astute aware­
ness of the island's economic structure. He 
recognizes that the wobbly cyclist, the 
more daring "putt-putter" zooming around 
the corner (many times alarmingly on the 
right side of the road-the wrong side in 
Bermuda!), the meandering jaywalker pre­
occupied with a nearby fiaming oleander 
tree-is that important import, the tour­
ist. However, these kindly people love their 
island home. They genuinely want their 
visitors to enjoy safe and happy holidays 
so they will come back. 

Visitors take back with them to their 
homes memories of spontaneous acts of 
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kindness they have experienced them. 
selves. One visitor from Brooklyn on a 
rented motor-assisted bicycle was sailing 
along a scenic shoreline road when sud­
denly the "putt-putt" spluttered and came 
to a halt-out of gas! 

Feeling somewhat foolish and. resignedly 
pushing the depowered bicycle, the per· 
spiring visitor came upon a building crew 
erecting a sea retaining wall. Immediately 
recognizing the lady's plight, the foreman 
of the work crew instructed one of his 
men to Hsiphon some gas from the truck, 
mix in some oil, and fill the lady's tank." 
Embarrassment fled 1n the face oi gerrame 
friendliness and kindness. 

Power restored, the visitor sped away, 
and, on the return trip, as she whizzed past 
the same spot all tools were downed and 
all hands waved a cheery "so long, have 
a good trip." 

Friendly Shopping 
The port of Hamilton boasts one of the 

most unusual waterfronts in the world. On 
one side of Front Street is the dockside 
and on the other a row of neat and colorful 
stores, stocked with the finest merchan­
dise that Bermuda's astute merchants 
bring back frQm all cO"tners <If the ee.:rth. 
A sight that Hamiltonians and visitors 
alike never tire of watching takes place 
every Monday morning when the luxury 
liner "Queen of Bermuda" sails majesti­
cally into the harbor and finally docks at 
Front Street, her bow resting practically 
cheek-by-lowl with the stores. across. the 
street. 

As the eager visitors swann down the 
gangplank, cross the street and spill into 
the stores in frantic search of English 
cashmere sweaters and precious French 
perfume, they are met by calm, courteous 
salesclerks. Instantly and noticeably. ten­
sion evaporates, the shoppers slow their 
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pace and everybody enjoys the shopping 
spree, \ 

The terrific tension of competitive sell­
ing so much in evidence elsewhere is no­
ticeably missing in Bermuda, Courtesy is 
the key word, and if the particular item 
sought is not in the store, the shopper is 
considerately advised to "Try So-and-so 
down the street; I think you'll find it 
there," 

Asked what he thought was the under­
lying reason for this courteous attitude on 
the part of the island's salespeople, a Ber­
muda Trade Development Board spokes­
man said, "Bermudians are interested in 
people, but not to the extent that they 
want to use them." This thoughtful obser­
vation accurately identifies the motive of 
a whole island of friendly people. 

Living Conditions 
The island's sound economy undoubtedly 

contributes considerably to the Bermudi­
an's lack of tension and irritability. Ber­
muda proudly boasts of having no unem­
ployment, no taxes, no national debt-the 
books of government always being bal­
anced "in the black." Poverty breeds dis­
couragement. and unhappiness, which are 
hardly inducements to spontaneous friend­
liness, warmth and hospitality. 

People are always ready to help one an­
other, and not with financial gain in mind. 
Overheard on a street in quaint old St. 
George-the oldest town on the island­
was this conversation: "Hello, there, so 
you're going to build your own house! 
Please let me do the wiring for you; you 
were such a wonderful help to me when I 
was building. Say, we'll all have a great 

time helping you build the roof." A typical 
housebuilding is almost a community proj­
ect in Bermuda. 

These kind people are not suspiciOUS 
when a visitor knocks at their door. The 

. caller may be a complete stranger but is 
never met with a surly, "Who are you?" 
or, "What do you want?" or, "Whatever 
it is you're selling, I don't want it." 

.The householder is not concerned about 
the skin color of his visitor either. These 
people maintain good relations among the 
races. The white, the colored and the many 
of Portuguese extraction who have settled 
here, all live quite amicably side by side 
along any little country lane. 

A knock on the average Bermudian's 
door will usually elicit the following re­
marks from the householder: "Hello, how 
are you,? Won't you please step in and 
make yourself comfortable. Now, what can 
I do for you?" This kind person, like many 
of his neighbors over the entire island, 
will respond enthusiastically if the visitor 
is calling to discuss the wonderful prom­
ises of the Bible. These kindly people are 
rare among earth's inhabitants-they are 
not only Bible owners; they are interested 
in what it has to say. They read their 
Bibles. 

Those honesthearted ones who seek ac­
curate knowledge from the Word of God 
are quick to acknowledge that, while their 
beautiful little semitropical island, nestling 
snugly in the protective warmth of the 
Gulf Stream, may have seemed like Para­
dise to Mark Twain; the promised Para­
dise of the Bible will cover the whole earth 
like a beautiful garden. In that global Par­
adise, all the inhabitants will be friendly. 

The tiny aquatic snails of the American everglades in Florida prefer 
aIr travel for getting places. They have extended their range to South 
America by cruising aloft with cozy comfort in the feathers of a bird, 
the ibis. 
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DOES popularity make a thing right? 
If so, then gambling most certainly 

would be right, for it has devotees among 
all races and nations. Many are the polit­
ical governments, the religious institu­
tions and the social organizations that 
sponsor gambling for raising funds. 

Each week four out of five Britons will 
be found gambling. Due to a law passed in 
1960, gambling there has become a 
"growth industry," reaching heights never 
before attained. But even before this boom 
Britain had the most legal betting per 
capita. 

Gambling is also on the increase in Ja­
pan. Its people spend some $200 million 
annually wagering on bicycle races alone. 
In Mexico the 200-year-old National Lot­
tery annually reaps more than $100 mil­
lion, and comparable lotteries are operated 
by many other Latin-American as well as 
many European countries, including some 
behind the Iron Cu~'tain. The Irish Sweep­
stakes are known to all. As for the United 
States, some S50 thousand million are 
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said to be spent there annually on 
just the illegal gambling. 

Gambling is popular among poor 
and rich alike. In Mexico the poor 
purchase tiny fractions of lottery 
tickets. In England the poor gamble 
with as little as a farthing, a foW'th 

of a penny, and the 
rich with tens of thou­
sands of pounds, los­
ing as much as 150,-
000 pounds in one 

evening. Gambling appeals as much to so­
ciety's most honored individuals as it does 
to the dregs of society; and it appears to 
be as popular among heads of state to­
day as it was among the ancient Roman 
emperors; Caligttla, Claudius and Nero be­
ing especially heavy gamblers. 

If antiquity makes a thing right, then 
gambling would be right on that basis also, 
for it goes back to at least the seven­
teenth century B.C. The ancient Egyp­
tians, Babylonians, Indians, Chinese and 
Cretans gambled. Homer mentions gam­
bling in his "Iliad"; Herodotus and Taci­
tus refer to it in their histories. 

TIle earliest Scriptural reference to gam­
bling is found at Isaiah 65:11-written in 
the eighth century B.C.E.-where we read: 
"You men are those leaving Jehovah, ... 
those setting in order a table for the god 
of Good Luck and those filling up mixed 
wine for the god of Destiny." The Hebrew 
word here rendered "Good Luck" is ren­
dered "Gad" at Genesis 30:11, where ap­
pears Leah's exclamation, "With good for-
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tune!" Among ancient Canaanite places 
was Baal-gad, meaning "Lord of Fortune." 
-Josh. 11:17. 

What Are Its Fruits? 
However, just as the popular and long­

held belief that the earth was fiat did not 
make it fiat nor the belief right, so also 
the popularity and antiquity of gambling 
does not of itself make it right for Chris­
tians. One factor that does have a bearing 
on it is the fruits it produces, ~or Jesus 
said that things and persons are to be 
judged by their fruits. What are the fruits 
ofgambling?-Matt.7:16-19. 

Gambling, which is "play at any game 
of chance for stakes," might be said to be 
a tree that brings forth chiefly bad fruits, 
among which are disappointment, dishon­
esty and poverty. Some justify gambling 
on the basis of recreation, but gamblers, 
be they at a casino or at a bingo church 
party, are anything but a happy, relaxed 
crowd. The one who wins may be elated, 
but the vast majority lose-and they are 
never happy about it! So after sharing in 
the gambling the poor are even poorer. 

Gambling has its roots in idolatry, it 
being a sport survival of divination. Gam­
blers usually are very superstitious, as can 
be seen by the various ways in which they 
try to woo "Lady Luck" and by their con­
sulting astrologers and crystal-bali gazers. 
they like to go by "hunches" instead of 
facts and reason.-Isa. 65:11. 

Further bad fruits of gambling are 
greed and dishonesty. Gambling is sired by 
the "love of money," which "is a root of 
all sorts of injurious things." Book after 
book has been written exposing the dis­
honest practices of gamblers. Some pro­
fessional gamblers. have even gone to the 
extreme of having pink contact lenses fit­
ted for them so they can use marked cards 
tocheat.-l Tim. 6:10. 
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Especially bad is the fruit of compulsive 
gambling. Men who would never have sto­
len a cent will embezzle large funds to pay 
for their gambling mania or its debts. 
Women use their grocery money to play 
bingo. Often the result is loss of friends, 
loss of job, broken homes and even suicide. 
Gamblers Anonymous claims that psy­
chiatris1;s can do little to help compulsive 
gamblers. Religion, however, has been 
found to be of the greatest help, even as it 
has been for alcoholics. A woman who suf­
fered from five compulsions--overeating, 
alcoholism, drug addiction, promiscuous 
sex and gambling-said that gambling was 
by far the hardest to overcome. 

. Gambling also plays moral havoc with 
governments. The Louisiana Lottery (ter­
minated in 1890) corrupted the officials of 
an entire state, influenced a United States 
presidential election and has been termed 
"one of the most insidious institutions in 
the history of the nation," corrupting 
everything it touched. 

Concerning Britain's present gambling 
boom, one of her leading anthropologists 
recently stated: "British gambling [has be­
come] not only a source of big business 
but also of big crime." There are "ac­
counts of gangs arranging for the doping 
of horses or the bribing of players," and 
of "thugs employed by bookmakers to 
frighten their rivals off the race courses," 
or to destroy rival betting shops with hand 
grenades. No wonder Scotland Yard offi­
cials expressed apprehension when Brit­
ain's Betting Act of 1960 was passed! 

Bearing similar testimony, the United 
States attorney general in 1962 said that 
by gambling people were supporting "nar­
cotics, bootlegging, prostitution, gang mur­
ders, corruption of public officials and po­
lice, and the bribery of college athletes." 
In view of such fruits, how shortsighted 
are politicians who legalize gambling and 
how utterly inexcusable are professedly 
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Christian groups that sponsor VarIOUS 
forms of gambling for the sake of its 
profits! 

AntisQcial in Principle 
Bad as are the fruits of gambling, such 

are not the only reason, in fact, not even 
the chief reason why gambling is not right 
for Christians. It is not right even when, 
because of strict controls, it might not be 
exploited by organized crime. Gambling is 
antisocial in principle, and especially does 
it run counter to Scriptural princ;iples,' 
dearly making it not right for Christians. 

As has well been noted, there are only 
three honest forms of transferring proper­
ty: in the form of a gift, in exchange for 
labor, and in exchange for 'other valuable 
goods. In each of these ways both parties 
to the transfer are benefited. In the giving 
of a gift both the giver and the receiver 
are blessed, even as Jesus showed. (Acts 
20:35) In the exchange on the basis of 
labor, both the employer and the worker 
supply to each other a basic need. In a 
business transaction, likewise, both buyer 
and seller supply basic needs. But not so 
in gambling; only one party gains, the win­
ner, and that at the pain or grief of the 
other, the loser. 

Gambling is unproductive. It does not 
benefit society. Those catering to the de­
sire to gamble cater to the weaknesses of 
their fellowmen and do not scruple to take 
unfair advantage of them. They therefore 
bear a resemblance to those who traffic in 
narcotics, in pornographic literature and in 
illicit sex. 

Gambling is antisocial, for those who 
gamble are bound to lose-if not always 
individually, nevertheless, they do lose as 
a group. In national lotteries not only the 
government but also those who sell the 
tickets profit, some of the latter making 
immense fortunes thereby. Who pays for 
all this? Is it not the individual gambler? 
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1""0 wonaer ne IS rererrea to as a ··sucKer." 
Gambling Is a form of extortion, even 

though the loser consents to parting with 
his money. Dueling may be said to be mur­
der by mutual consent, but that does not 
make it right. (Even a suicide is consid­
ered a murderer!) So gambling has been 
termed robbery or extortion by mutual 
consent, but that does not make it right. 
Governments are obligated to protect the 
morals of their people as well as their pos­
sessions. Gambling is a form of extortion 
in which one wins only because one or 
many others lose. It is morally wrong to 
seek pleasure or profit at the pain or loss 
of others. 

Opposed to the Scriptures 
Gambling goes contrary to the entire 

tenor of the Scriptures. It has its roots in 
divination and therefore is a form of false 
worship. God's Word counsels diligence, 
thrift, hard work, whole-souled work. The 
gambler would substitute luck for hard 
work. The Bible states that "if anyone does 
not want to work, neither let him eat." 
The one who would live by his gambling 
gains would eat without working. 
-2 Thess. 3:10; Provo 10:4; Eph. 4:28. 

In particular does gambling fly in the 
face of all the scriptures that counsel us 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, and 'to 
keep an eye, not only in personal interest 
on our own matters, but also upon those of 
the others.' The gambler is concerned with 
only his own interests. He sets himself 
against his neighbor, he hopes to win at 
the expense of his neighbors. His very buy­
ing of a lottery ticket implies a hope that 
he will be able to get something from his 
neighbors, the money they spent on lottery 
tickets, even though they really do not 
want him to have it.-Phil. 2:4. 

Yes, gambling is a form of extortion, and 
how could anyone who loves his neighbor 
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extort any money from him? How far 
apart the two are! No wonder that the 
Bible says that extortioners w1ll not in­
:p.erit the kingdom of God!-l Cor. 6:9, 10. 

That gambling is incompatible with the 
worship of Jehovah God can further be 
seen from the only direct reference to it in 
the Scriptures, at Isaiah 65:11, for there 
it tells that those who set tables in order 
for the god of Good Luck had 'forsaken 
Jehovah and forgotten his holy mountain. 
This fact was recognized by the Jews, for 
in their Mishnah gamblers are forbidden 
to testify in court. 

In view of all the foregoing, gambling 
obviously is not right for Christians, and 
that follows even though the gambling 
might be sponsored by philanthropic or re­
ligious organizations. Never do ostensibly 
good ends justify questionable means. In 
fact, many compulsive gamblers claim to 
have the finest a1truistic motives for gam­
bling. Gambling is wrong whether indulged 
in for selfish gain, "charity," or merely 
the thrill of it, which really is a form of 
sensual pleasure. 

Where to Draw the Line 
Gambling being basically wrong, no ded­

icated Christian should have anything to do 
with it, either in gambling himself or in 
helping in any way to operate a gambling 
enterprise. Although according to some 
theologians it is not wrong for a man to 
gamble if he has the money to spare, that 
is merely evading the issue. He certainly 
is not betting to lose. And if he wins he 
is getting from others money with which 
they do not want to part. He is an extor­
tioner. He has not worked for it; he has 
given neither goods nor services in return 
for it, and what he receives certainly is not 
a gift. 

Is it wrong, then, for a man to attend 
a horse race or other sporting events? 
No, not so long as he does not gamble. As 
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a Christian he is free to choose his recre­
ation so long as it does not conflict with 
Bible principles. However, it is also well 
to consider the associations involved and 
the effect this could have on his life. 
-1 Cor. 15:33. 

But can it be said to be wrong just to 
put a few pieces of change into a "football 
pool" at the office or for youths to pitch 
pennies at a line on the sidewalk to see 
who comes closest and who will win all? 
The amount makes no difference. The prin­
ciple is the same. 

Does this mean that all games involving 
an element of chance are wrong? Not at 
all. If no "stakes" are involved, it is not 
gambling, for there is then no extortion. 
And as for the matter of chance, usually 
in such games the players endeavor to elim­
inate that element to the extent possible 
by their skill. However, if there is an in· 
voking ot "Lady Luck,» to win, even if no 
money is involved, it is wrong, for this 
amounts to leaving Jehovah and turning 
to false gods. 

Then what about receiving a prize from 
a business establishment that gives out 
tickets to its customers and then at a 
"drawing" announces the winning number? 
If this is simply their way of making an 
impartial selection of customers to whom 
they will give gifts as a form of advertis­
ing, and the customeB do not pay lOI' the 
tickets, they are not gambling. So it is an 
individual matter as to whether a Chris­
tian wants to try for the gift or not and 
then accept it if he wins. 

The crux of the matter is this: Did you 
pay for your "chance" and do you stand 
to win what others have paid for like 
"chances"? Does it pit you against your 
neighbor and put you in line to be, in ef· 
fect, an extortioner? Or do you invoke 
"Lady Luck" to win? If so, then it is 
gambling and it is not right for Christians! 
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THE BIRTH OF AN ISLAND 
By "Awake!" correspondent in Iceland 

I T WAS a little after seven o'clock on the 
morning of November 14, 1963. The weak 
light of dawn had just started pushing 

away the heavy blankets of nocturnal dark­
ness over the waters of the North Atlantic: 
About twenty miles off the southern coast 
of Iceland the small fishing vessel Isleifur II 
was waiting for the codfish to bite. Every­
thing was quiet. As the lone watchman peered 
out over the surface 01 the calm ocean not 
even another fishing boat could be seen. 

Then, all of a sudden, the calm was shat· 
teredo It was unbelievable! The fishing ves­
sel's watchman was the first eyewitness to 
a spectacle of violence the like of which few 
men have eVf'r lived to tell about. A thick 
black smoke column started ascending right 
out of the waters a short distance from the 
boat. At first he and the other startled CTCW 

members thought it was a huge ship on fire. 
but the tremendous columns of smoke and 
steam quickly convinced them that this was 
something of an entirely different nature. It 
was a violent volcanic eruption right out of 
the watery deep! 

Soon the news flew all over Iceland and 
around the World. The matter was not merely 
of momentary jnterest, for by the next day 
a new island had been formed by the ashes, 
pumice, lava and other volcanic material 
thrown up from the ocean floor 425 feet be­
low. The island continued growing day by 
day as the hot crater kept vomiting out eolos· 
sal masses of material, estimated by some 
to be about fifty-six tons per second. 

It was a majestic sight indeed! The smoke­
and.steam column reached five miles into the 
sky. In a relatively s110rt time the island had 
grown to respectable d\mensions~1,650 feet 
by 330 feet, and a height of 530 feet. 

One geologist calculated that the tremen· 
dous heat converted about a thousand tons 
of seawater to steam ('very minute. At night 
the glowing red·hot stones and ashes could 
be seen spewing into the air in explosive 
outbursts that often reachf'd a height of a 
thousand feet. This caused real thunder and 
lightning, and sent down a rain 0:1' haiL The 
hail resultt.>d when the hot steam reached 
the cold air in the upper atmosphere and 
condensed rapidly. The lightning could be seen 
seventy·five miles away in Reykjavik, the cap· 
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ital, despite the 2,260·foot mountain range in 
between! 

The creation of this new island raised sev· 
eral questions. To whom does it belong? What 
should its name be? And would it stay per­
manently, or would it disappear benf:'ath the 
sea in time? 

The first question was soon settled as care­
ful obseryations showed that it was well inside 
Icelandic territorial waters, and, therefore, 
unquestionably belonged to Iceland. However, 
Icelanders were not the urst to set foot on 
it. This honor was won by three Frenchmen 
who were sent out by the newspaper Paris 
Match. They sailed out to the newly formed 
island in a tiny boat during a pause in the 
voleano's explosive outbursts. But just as they 
were planting Frances national flag on the 
!wach. the eruption started blasting away 
again. The French daredevils barely escaped 
with their Jives, !:ml lost $10,000 wOTth of 
photographic equipment for their trouble. 

The second question was also answered, 
though not without difficulty because every­
body had a name for the island. The geolo· 
gists started calling it Sestey, meaning "Seen 
Island," with the variant spelling Sestei, mean· 
ing "Not Seen," which could be used if it dis­
appeared again. However, the official name 
came to be SUl."tsey, named after the gaint 
Surtur, "The Black Onf'/' from Scandinavian 
mythology, who is identified by some with 
Satan thl'" Devil himst'lf. 

This name md with th(' opposition of the 
people of the nearby Westmanna Islands. who 
looked upon thl:' island as belonging to their 
group, and, therefore, they wanted the name 
Vesturcy, that is, "Western Island." They even 
sent an expedition to th(' place to put up a 
f>ignboard with the name on it, but, like the 
Frenchmen, they barely escaped the violent 
outbursts from the volcano. 

The final question as to whether the island 
will survive cannot be answered as yet. AI· 
though it has p;rown to ('onsiderable size it 
might well disappear if solid lava streams do 
not cement it firmly to the spot. In this ('on· 
n('ction the old Icelandic Annuals reveal that 
eruptions 1m VI' taken place in these regions 
at least ten times, and at least once an island 
was formed like the present one. This hap· 
pened in the year 1783, but although it was 
observed by many persons, nobody ever set 
foot on it before it disappeared. 
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WHEN you get into the driver's seat 
of your car, do you sit on the right­

or left-hand side? This is a perfectly le­
gitimate question, because world wide there 
are approximately 133 countries in which 
persons drive on the right side of the road, 
while in 66 they drive on the left. To visit 
a country using the opposite rule to which 
you are accustomed not only may prove 
interesting, but it can also he quite a haz­
ardous experience. 

For example, a Parisian, seasoned to 
right-hand driving, crosses the English 
Channel for a visit to the British Isles, 
where they drive on the left-band side. As 
a pedestrian the Parisian unconsciously 
looks to his left before crossing a street. 
Seeing no oncoming traffic, he steps off 
the curb. Suddenly he hears the blaring of 
a horn and the screeching of brakes and 
a terribly shook-up driver saying to him, 
"I say, why don't you watch where you're 
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going? You're liable to get yourself killed, 
you know." Besides being startled half to 
death, the Parisian's first reaction might 
be, 'What's he doing driving on the wrong 
side of the road?' But he is not on the 
wrong side, not in Britain. 

If the Parisian decides to drive, at least 
for a while it will be difficult to tell where 
or on what side of the highway you might 
see him next, especially at the intersec­
tions, where things can and often do get 
muddled up a bit. Unless, of course, you 
are quite adept at this sort of thing, it can 
be rather disconcerting. It may cause you 
to wonder, Why don't nations standardize 
their driving rules? How did different rules 
originate in the first place? 

There are only two continents today 
with a uniform driving rule: North Ameri­
ca, which drives on the right, and Aus­
tralia, which drives on the left. In South 
America all drive on the right except Brit­
ish Guiana. In Asia and Africa both rules 
apply. Continental Europe and Russia 
drive on the right. 

How Did Differences Start? 
The farther back into history one goes 

the more varied the reasons become as to 
why some countries drive on the left and 
others on the right. The ancient Hebrews 
are said to have favored the keep-to-the­
left rule. During the Middle Ages the 
keep-to-the-left rule applied both on the 
highways and in the tournament arenas. 
When mounted knights competed with 
each other in an effort to joust their op­
ponent off his horse, they held their lances 
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on the right of the horse, so the keep.-to. 
the-left rule was most advantageous in 
coping with the approaching charger. 

Britain always has kept to the left side 
of the road. Some say this is because Ju­
lius Caesar invaded the island in 56-55 B.c. 
and enforced the left-side rule. Britain's 
unwritten drive-on-the-Ieft rule was en­
forced by the courts in the late Middle 
Ages. It finally became a written law in 
Britain's Highway Act of 1835, which was 
sixty years before cars became the ac­
cepted mode of transport 

A later reason for the British keeping 
to the left was that the English wagon and 
carriage drivers preferred to drive seated 
on a box on the right-hand side of the 
coach so that they could use their whips 
freely, which were normally secured to 
the right-hand side of the seat. To facili­
tate their using their whips, they chose 
the left side of the road. 

In Continental Europe, however, instead 
of the carriage drivers riding seated on the 
carriage, they preferred to ride the horse 
nearest the left wheel of the carriage and 
drive on the right side of the road. This 
position would make it easier for them to 
see the approach of other carriages and 
facilitate passing oncoming vehicles. 

There is still another side to this story. 
Emperor Napoleon, some say, favored the 
right side of the road and established this 
rule in all countries he conquered. This 
may explain why the left-hand rule of the 
road was still in force in the Austro­
Hungarian Empire, Portugal and parts of 
Switzerland and Italy at the beginning of 
the present century, and is still in force in 
Iceland, the Republic of Ireland, Sweden 
and the United Kingdom. 

The Americans have always driven on 
the right of the road. Their choice was 
probably influenced by their admiration for 
the French, who drove on the right of the 
road. 
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Recent Changes Made 
In recent times several countries have 

changed from the left to the right side of 
the road. Many of these changes were 
made due to the country's being occupied 
by foreign military forces accustomed to 
the opposite rule of the road. There is no 
record of any country's ever changing 
from the right to the left side of the road. 

The possibility of a changeover from 
left to right is now being considered by the 
governments of West Africa and other 
countries. Sweden is considering a change 
probably in 1967, and Britain is to discuss 
changing the rule with Australia and New 
Zealand in the near future. In anticipation 
of a possible change, all future roads in 
England are being designed so that traffic 
can move on either the right or the left 
side of the road. 

Imponderables of Changeover 
The problems involved in changing from 

one side to the other are stupendous. For 
example, for Australia to change it is es­
timated that, with a warning Period of five 
years, a cost of £200 million would be in­
volved simply to switch the steering mech­
anism of the three million cars on its roads 
from the right to the left side of the dash­
board. The cost of changing the steering, 
pedals and panel instruments would range 
from £110 on a Volkswagen and smaller 
cars to over £300 on American and 
British-made, cars. In addition, Australia 
is planning on spending some £810 million 
within the next ten years on a road­
building program. It is not likely that the 
Australian will want to bear such a great 
financial burden without first settling this 
issue of changeover. But the problem of 
changeover does not end there. 

Let us assume an order was issued in 
the land where you live that on the follow­
ing morning everyone in the country was 
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to drive on the oPlXlSite side of the road 
from that which was heretofore the cus­
tom. What would it be like? Would you 
chance driving that morning? There is 
reason to believe that it would be hard on 
the nervous system. Driving on the oppo­
site side may appear simple at first, as 
when a tourist quickly learns to adjust 
himself to opposite rules in force when 
driving in a foreign country. But it must 
be remembered that the visitor has the ad­
vantage of driving in an environment al­
ready adjusted to the rule in force and 
consequently misjudgments are avoided by 
simply observing what other native mo­
torists do. Even with an ample warning, 
it is estimated that if a change were made 
it would bring a lO-percent increase in ac­
cidents for each of the first three years. 

Should such a change become effective, 
it is suggested that 5 a.m. on a Sunday 
morning would become the zero hour. Four 
or five hours prior to this moment all ex­
cept essential traffic would be strictly 
forced to a standstill. During this time a 
massive operation would take place to 
change thousands of road signs and traffic 
control devices. All "Keep Left" signs 
would have to read "Keep Right." All "No 
Right Turn" signs would have to read "No 
Left Turn." A large number of temporary 
signs would need to be installed at critical 
areas to remind all drivers to keep to the 
right. Many of these signs could be in­
stalled beforehand but covered over until 
the standstill period arrived. 

The traffic flow in some one-way streets 
would need reversal, and one of the great­
est problems facing a changeover is to 
quickly alter the double center lines and 

all other painted directional markings on 
the road pavements. Some of these mark­
ings are so difficult to obliterate that it 
would mean a complete resurfacing of the 
pavement area. 

There are such additional problems as 
rechanneling traffic at intersections where 
traffic islands have been constructed. In 
some cases reverse lanes would need con­
struction, otherwise it would be impossible 
to turn at these intersections. Some exits 
and entrances of freeways would need mod­
ification, otherwise it would not be pos­
sible to get off them once you got on, that 
is, if you found a way of getting on. 

Legal problems doubtless would arise. 
Most likely, present policies of insurance 
companies with their clients would need 
amending. It would be reasonable to ex­
pect that for some time after a change 
insurance companies would increase their 
rates to cope with the inevitable increase 
in accidents and personal injury as well as 
property damage. 

Additionally, the huge amount of statu­
tory regulations and road laws would need 
amending, such as who has the right of 
way at an intersection, and so forth. 

Designers are hard at work to alleviate 
some of these problems. They have thought 
of a center stick control for automobiles 
and, for the future, "automatic highways" 
where all the driver does is set his in· 
struments and relax with his passengers 
while the electronic brain guides the vehi­
cle to the desired destination-he hopes. 
But until that time arrives, it appears that 
at least for many years to come uniform 
rules internationally will be followed only 
by ships at sea and by the airways. 

A Reason for Not Smoking 
• "'If I start smoking cigarettes, will my chances of dying of lung cancer go up 
significantly?' The answer, as we have seen, is Yes .... 'If I stop smoking them, 
will my chances of getting lung cancer go down?' The answer is again Yes." 
-Consumer Reports, June 1963. 

MARCH 8, 1964- 23 



By "Awake!" correspondent in Cameroun 

FIERCE winds, bitter cold, lashing rain 
Dr an utter lack of moisture, rocky 

sliding soil, thin air, ice and snow present 
a formidable challenge to the life inhabit~ 
ing mountain heights. How do living plants 
and creatures that live on such heights 
meet this challenge of the mountains? 

Plants have their way of meeting this 
challenge, as is evident from the fact that 
high mountains may present several cli­
matic zones, and in each some species of 
plant life thrive. On the 16,OOO-foot-high 
Ruwenzori range in Equatorial Africa, for 
example, there are five distinct climatic 
zones. 

Starting out on a high plateau teeming 
with wildlife and tropical trees and plants, 
the terrain soon gives way to the rain for­
est, where a slow drizzle falls on giant tree 
ferns and wild banana plants for up to 350 
days a year. Next on the mountain comes 
the bamboo forest. This is followed by the 
heath, a foggy region of giant heather trees 
swathed in fog, not unlike those of the 
Scottish moors. The high mountain ter­
rain, the alpine meadows zone, presents a 
bleak picture of bare rocks overgrown here 
and there with black lichens and capped 
finally by six summits permanently clothed 
in snow. In just a little over three miles 
one can go from the steaming tropics to 
frigid arctic conditions, in a mountain 
range Iring right along the equator. 

Conditions in the alpine meadows zone 
obviously present a great challenge to plant 
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life. Long-stemmed, full-flavored plants of 
the tropical or temperate zones would soon 
freeze to death or be blown away by the 
fierce winds if they grew so high on the 
mOWltains. Not only that,. but such moun­
tain climate may present extremes of tem­
perature. After long months of below­
freezing weather, the temperatW'e may 
soar to that of scorching heat on a mid­
summer day, only to fall below freezing 
again that same night. If exposed to these 
extremes, a lowland plant would die within 
hoW's. What summer there is at most is 
only three months long, much too short for 
a plant to sprout from a seed, grow to ma­
turity and bear fruit all in one season. So 
almost all the plants found in these high 
altitudes are perennials, plants that con­
tinue to live from year to year. 

Warmth-Despite the Elements! 
But that is not the only way plants meet 

the challenge of the cold, wind-swept 
mountains. Plants have a shelter provided 
for them that keeps them comparatively 
warm. This is snow. Yes, snow acts as an 
insulator, the temperature underneath a 
mountain snowbank rarely sinking below 
freezing. Men have bored through a twelve­
foot mountain snowbank and fOWld an ex­
quisite snow buttercup unfolding its deli­
cate yellow buds. 
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If the snow continues on the mountain 
over a long period, these sturdy plants will 
remain dormant, awaiting the spring. With 
its coming, the awakened plant will con­
centrate all its stored energy on growth. 
They are definitely not quick starters 
ready for a sprint, but slow and frugal 
growers. 

One of these slow-growing plants that 
meets the challenge of the mountains is 
the cushion plant. It will sprout two leaves 
yearly and not develop its first flower be­
fore the tenth year. In these ten years the 
plant will grow but one-third of an inch. 
At the end of twenty years, it will be only 
about one foot in diameter, but will be cov­
ered with hundreds of tiny pink flowers. 
Shaped like a boulder, the cushion plant, 
moreover, hugs the rock crevices below 
the heat-sapping force of the winds that 
may whirl around the valleys at a hundred 
miles an hour. Its shape and the multitude 
of tiny flowers covering it during the sum­
mer make it an excellent heat trap, a heat­
ed apartment house where insects that 
would otherwise be blown away with the 
wind can take refuge. 

Many of the other alpine plants that are 
similarly designed for the climate are min­
iature specimens of their lowland relatives. 
These plants also meet the challenge of 
mountain life by being especially equipped 
with heat-retaining devices. The snow wil­
low, for example, has a bud very similar 
to that of the pussy-willow tree and is 
black, thus highly heat absorbent. In turn, 
this black core is covered with a white 
mass of fuzz that reflects back any heat 
that would otherwise be lost, trapping it 
and storing it for future use. Yet another 
aid to heat absorption is provided by the 
leaves of many plants, nearly all of them 
being dark green in color. Still others have 
a thick waxy coating that prevents exces­
sive evaporation. 
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Animals Meet the Challenge 
Challenging, though the alpine condi­

tions may be to the plant'life that inhabits 
the mountains, plants are more or less 
stable; and they can find protection in rock 
crevices or under the canopy of an over­
hang. Their long taproots, often three 
feet to the plant's ten to twelve inches of 
surface height, anchor them against wind 
and rain and the continual gravitational 
pull that would otherwise drag them down 
the slopes. But animals are usually on the 
move. The fierce winds and bitter cold, 
with the constant need for food, would 
soon sap these mountain dwellers of all 
their strength were it not for the fore­
sight of their Creator in designing them 
especially for their environment. 

What a masterful knowledge of design 
was demonstrated in the creation of the 
varying hare or snowshoe rabbit! This 
creature escapes from enemies by speedy 
flight. But when an animal is fleeing, its 
body mechanism is working at maximum 
capacity. Heat is produced at a tremen­
dous rate. This heat must be dispelled. The 
larger the surface area of a given body 
the more quickly can heat be lost through 
evaporation. So when in flight this rabbit 
is a long lean shape stretched out for 
action. 

But the mountain snowshoe lives in a 
frigid climate. A streamlined body is hard­
ly what is called for when it comes to com­
bating the cold. Ah! but take another look 
now that this animal is at rest. See how 
he has curled himself up! And the colder 
it gets, the tighter he curls. Unlike his low­
land cousins, his little ears are short and 
fuzzy. He lays them out flat along his back. 
Now he looks just like a ball. His belly, 
where the hair is finer and shorter, has 
completely disappeared inside the ball and 
Mr. Snowshoe is ready to sit out the coldest 
spell. 
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Some animals meet the mountain's chal­
lenge by going to a lower altitude. With 
the approach of the long winter, the elk, 
the ibex and the bighorn sheep wind their 
way down to the low valleys to find food 
and shelter during the long months when 
their mountain home will be covered in a 
blanket of snow. Thanks to their Creator, 
they begin to grow a heavy coat of winter 
hair. With the coming of spring the pat­
tern reverses, and the ever-beckoning call 
of tender buds on the awakening foliage 
keeps them moving higher and higher to 
their mountain feeding grounds. 

At Home Deep in the Snow 
Just as plants meet the challenge of the 

mountains by benefiting from the shelter 
of snow, so do certain mountain mam­
mals. For certain rodents, for instance, 
life goes on without much change, even 
when the mountain is engulfed by a raging 
blizzard. For these mountain creatures 
scurry about their affairs in their beneath­
the-surface homes, below the blanket of 
snow. For them sno\v is a protective cov­
ering, blotting out the cold, icy winds. 

The meadow vole is one of the rodents 
that meets the challenge of the mountains 
by digging out a shelter under the snow. 
In fact, so wcll docs the meadow vole 
thrive W1der the mountain's snow that an­
other problem may soon be engendered, a 
"population explosion." How is this chal­
lenge on the mountain met? By a "popu­
lation collapse." Strangely, when popula­
tion has reached a saturation point, the 
voles go into a wild state of excitement, 
tearing every plant in sight to shreds. All 
thought of breeding is forgotten. Since the 
life expectancy of the vole is one year, the 
population quickly drops. When it is suffi­
ciently under control, the tension disap­
pears and a return is made to the regular 
pattern of living. 
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Though such unusual behavior is not 
completely understood, some experiments 
indicate that the reaction is due to nervous 
strain when the population is at a critical 
point. Caged animals, receiving tranquil­
izers in their diet, have continued breeding 
until their tiny bodies were squeezed into 
every corner of the cage. 

Not only animals, of course, but man, 
too, has met the challenge of the moun­
tains. Many persons face the rigors of 
mountain life every day in a year, for the 
alpine meadows are their home. Out.<;tand­
ing are the peoples of the Andes mountains 
in South America and those of Tibet. 
These people have met the challenge of 
mountain life by adapting their daily hab­
its to the conditions under which they live. 
These people have learned to live with 
their environment by adapting themselves 
to its pace. The Andean Indians, moreover, 
have domesticated that sure-footed moun­
tain dweller, the llama, once used by the 
Incas to carryon a colossally wealthy econ­
omy. The Tibetan has his yak, a kind of 
ox with hair so long that it sweeps the 
ground. The domesticated yak provides the 
Tibetan with dairy products, meat, dung for 
fuel, hair and leather for clothing, and with 
transportation. In the wild, yaks frequent 
the coldest and most desolate parts of the 
world, at elevations up to fifteen thousand 
feet in winter-up to twenty thousand in 
summer. Surefooted, hardy mountaineers 
that meet the challenge of the mountains~ 

A good work, when challenged, shows 
forth the quality of its workmanship. The 
mountains, in presenting so formidable a 
challenge to living things, bring to light 
the excellence of their creation. These liv­
ing things, like the lofty peaks themselves, 
are a testimony to the majesty of Jehovah 
God the Creator. 
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T TNLIKE ordinary books, the Bible has 
U much in it that is in symbolism. Un­
less a person separates that which is sym­
bolic from what is to be taken literally. 
he will draw conclusions that are wholly 
out of keeping with the basic truths of the 
Bible. He will fail to gain an accurate 
knowledge of God's Word of truth. So 
careful study of the Scriptures is impor­
tant if one is to acquire a clear understand­
ing of them. 

On the occasions that Jesus Christ used 
symbolisms to illustrate certain truths, he 
did not intend that his listeners should 
take them literally. For them to have done 
so would have resulted in erroneous con­
clusions, with them completely missing the 
truths he was teaching. At Matthew 13: 
3.9, for example. he gave an illustration 
of a farmer sowing seed. He attached a 
symbolic meaning to the seed and to the 
different types of soil upon which the seed 
fell. In this instance he gave an explana­
tion of the illustration, but in other in­
stances he did not. 

At Luke 15:11, Jesus begins an illustra­
tion for which he gives no explanation. 
After opening the illustration by saying, 
"A certain man had two sons," he pro­
ceeds to relate about a son who left his 
father and squandered his inheritance but 
who later came to his senses and returned 
home. Recognizing that Jesus is using sym­
bolisms in this illustration, the Bible stu­
dent will seek an explanation that is in 
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harmony with the rest of the Bible. When 
he does, he will find that Jesus was speak:. 
ing about two classes of people. One class 
faithfully serves the heavenly Father, 
while the other seeks the pleasures of the 
world. Finally, the latter class comes to its 
senses and turns to Jehovah, seeking his 
forgiveness. 

In the sixteenth chapter of Luke, Jesus 
gives an illustration that many persons 
have failed to understand because they 
have taken it literally. He begins the illus­
tration in the nineteenth verse, saying: "A 
certain man was rich, and he used to deck 
himself with purple and linen, enjoying 
himself from day to day with magnifi­
cence." He goes on to tell about this rich 
man and a beggar who sits at his gate. 
Both of the men die, with the beggar being 
carried to the bosom position of Abraham 
and the rich man finding himself suffering 
torments in Hades. 

To take this illustration literally leads 
to the absurdity that those who are beg­
gars are to recline on the bosom of Abra­
ham, who is now long dead, while for mere­
ly being rich a person is to be tormented 
in Hades after death. However, caieful ex­
amination of this illustration wilf reveal to 
the Bible student that Jesus is not talking 
about punishment for sin, for he does not 
once mention sin. Obviously this illustra­
tion is in symbolism. The point that he is 
making here has to do with the favored 
position of the Jewish religious leaders 
who, having God's written Word, were rich 
~ith spiritual food, but they gave no more 
than crumbs of its nourishing truths to the 
common people; however, because of Je­
sus' preaching, those formerly deprived be­
came favored and those formerly favored 
felt afflicted. So by taking this illustration 
literally a person would completely miss 
the point Jesus was making and would 
come to an erroneous conclusion. 

The need for being able to separate sym .. 
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bolisms from what is literal is especially 
evident when a Bible reader comes to the 
book of Revelation. It is a book that is 
filled with symbolisms. For example, in 
the seventh chapter, twelve tribes of the 
sons of Israel are listed. The prophecy fore­
tells how 12,000 persons are sealed out of 
each of these tribes to complete the num­
ber of 144,000. These are mentioned at 
Revelation 14:1 as standing with the Lamb 
upon Mount Zion. Upon careful examina­
tion of what is said about these tribes, it 
becomes obvious that the Bible is not 
speaking about the twelve literal Jewish 
tribes. The listing in Revelation does 
not match the listing of the literal tribes 
at Numbers 1:20-49. With the priestly 
tribe of Levi, thirteen tribes are men­
tioned there, but the listing in Revelation 
leaves out the tribes of Ephraim and Dan. 
It lists the tribe of Joseph, but no such 
tribe is mentioned in Numbers. Fleshly 
Israel had no tribe of Joseph. Joseph was 
represented by his two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh. The tribal listing in Revelation 
cannot, therefore, be regarded as some­
thing that is to be taken literally. 

What is written in the book of Revela­
tion is prophetic of things far in the future 
of the day in which it was written. Much 
of it is yet to be fulfilled. Since the fleshly 
descendants of Israel have lost their tribal 
identity, 12,000 persons could not be taken 
out of each of the literal tribes. The tribes 
no longer exist. The tribal listing has to be 
regarded as a symbolism of something that 
would be existing at the time the prophecy 
has its fulfillment. It is a symbolism of 
Christ's anointed followers who make up 
spiritual Israel, a "little flock" that rules 
with him in the heavens. That is why they 
are spoken of as being with the Lamb, Je­
sus Christ, upon heavenly Mount Zion, at 
Revelation 14: 1. In verse four of this chap­
ter they are said to be "bought from 
among mankind as a first fruits to God 
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and to the Lamb." l:!;lsewnere in the Bible 
Jesus' anointed followers are spoken of as 
such firstfruits.-Jas.1:18. 

It is spiritual Israel, Christ's anointed 
followers, and not fleshly Israel that stands 
with the Lamb on heavenly Mount Zion. 
These faithful followers of God's Son are 
the ones who have the Father's name 
"written on their foreheads" as a mark of 
identificatiGll.._ (Rev. 14:1) This is not a 
literal mark, just as they do not stand on 
literal Mount Zion in Jerusalem in com­
pany with a literal lamb. The mark repre­
sents that which distinguishes them as be­
ing servants of Jehovah God.-Rom. 9: 
6-8; Gal. 3:29. 

The total number of 144,000 persons who 
are ser..1ed as spiritual Israel is to be re­
garded as a literal number and not as a 
symbolism This is seen from the fact that 
this specific number that makes up spirit­
ual Israel is contrasted in verse nine, im­
mediately following the listing of the sym­
bolic twelve tribes, with "a great crowd, 
which no man was able to number." (Rev. 
7:9) These stand before the Lamb and not 
on Mount Zion with him as do the 144,000. 
This conclusion harmonizes with another 
part of the Bible where Jesus spoke of 
his anointed and chosen followers as a 
"little flock." (Luke 12:32) That numbers 
in the midst of such symbolisms can be 
literal is evident from Revelation 21:14, 
where the twelve apostles of the Lamb are 
mentioned along with symbolisms. 

Thus, as we study the highly symbolic 
book of Revelation as well as other parts 
of God's Word, we must learn to distin­
guish what is literal from what is symbolic 
in order to gain an accurate understand­
ing of what God has caused to be written 
for our benefit. With the help of his spirit 
and his organization, we can do this, and 
thereby "be filled with the accurate knowl­
edge of his will in all wisdom and spiritUal 
discernment."-Co1.1:9. 
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Poverty fUld Politics '*' In November of this year 
millions of Americans will go 
to the polls to decide whether 
they want President Johnson 
or another man as their presi­
dent. However, in the remain­
ing months the president can 
do much to shape things to 
his advantage by actions, state­
ments and programs. In Jan­
uary the president made a giant 
step toward gaining voter ap­
peal when he announced that 
he would wage a "war on pov­
erty," emphasizing that he 
would fight for better educa­
tion and greater job opportu­
nities. For some it was rcmi­
niscent of President Franklin 
D. Roosevclt's promise, in the 
depth of the deprcssion in 1933, 
to "wage a war against the 
emergency" of widespread pov­
erty. But thirty-one years later 
there are still an estimated 
35,000,000 Americans living in 
poverty or clinging to its 
fringes. 

Arabs' Joint Command '*' Arab nations have achievec 
little unity among themselve!:l 
in recent years. But they 
have a rallying point-Israel. 
The Arabs' "undying enmity" 
toward the state of Israel 
brought thirteen Arab nations 
together on January 15 in 
Cairo, Egypt, headquarters of 
the Arab League. There they 
agreed on a joint military com­
mand to bolster their positions 
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relative to Israel, whose plans 
for diversion of Jordan River 
water they oppose. They also 
dealt with other problems di­
viding the Arab world. The 
United Arab RepUblic and J or­
dan agreed to resume relations 
broken since 1961. They also 
discussed the differences be­
tween the U.A.R. and Saudi 
Arabia. 

France Eyes Asia 
~ On January 22 French In· 
formation Minister Alain Pey­
refitte stated that France in· 
tends to conduct an active 
policy in southeast Asia along 
with its recognition of Red 
China. The French Defense 
Minister Pierrc Mcssmer, after 
having visited Cambodia re­
cently, reported that China 
cannot be ignored if his coun­
try wants to have an active 
policy in southeast Asia, which 
it does. 

Quake Rocks TalwfUl 
~ The worst earthquake in 
more thah twenty years rocked 
the Nationalist Chinese strong· 
hold of Taiwan on January 18. 
Local police omcials put the 
death toll at Palho, the epi· 
center of the earthquakc, at 
about a hundred. Severe dam­
age to many cities was report­
'd. 

Sermons Least Satisfying 
~ At a three·day conference 
of theologians, church public 

relations men and journalists 
in the American city of Nash­
ville, Tennessee. the conclusion 
was reached that American 
Protestantism has failed to 
communicate with the world 
around it because it depends 
too much on sermons couched 
in words that are unintelligible 
to the man in the street. The 
group agreed that the tradi­
tional Sunday sermon Is one of 
the least satisfying methods 
of extending religion's message 
to outsiders. According to the 
New York Times, January 18, 
"the consensus was that the 
church's daily practice of her 
preachmcnts spoke louder than 
words uttercd from the pul­
pit." Dr. Ross Snyder of the 
Chicago ThcologIcal Seminary 
reportedly told the group that 
some sermons had deteriorated 
into "a word game played on 
Sunday." 

First Premier 
~ The first prime minister of 
copper-rich Northern Rhodesia 
wa.<; sworn into omce on Jan­
uary 22. Hc is 39·year-old Ken­
n('th D. Kaunda, the youngest 
premier in the British Com­
monwealth. No independence 
date has yet heen fixed by the 
British for Northcrn Rhodesia, 
but Kaunda has asked for Oc­
tober 24. Kaunda, a nondrinker 
and nonsmoker, is the son of 
an African missionary. North­
ern Rhodesia has a population 
of over 2,500,000. It was a 
member of the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, which 
was broken up December 31. 

Tribal Strife 
~ A published Reuters Q:is­
patch stated that "at least 8,-
000 men, women and children 
of the Watusi tribe have been 
killcd in reprisals for raids by 
refugees of the tribe on Rwan­
da territory last December." 
Bahutu tribesmen in Rwanda 
recently broke the power of 
the Watusis, their overlords 
for many years. The Rwanda 
government is now led by Ba­
hutus. The tribal clashes in 
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the Ruzizl River region have 
claimed thousands of lives. 

Dope Addiction 
.. New York City has been 
subjected to an unprecedented 
increase in crimes over the 
past five years, and the drug 
addIct is being blamed for the 
majority of them. According 
to the New York Journal· 
American, January 22, since 
1957 total city-wide arrests for 
burglary and unlawful entry 
have each increased more than 
100 percent. In one section of 
the city alone burglaries, rob­
beries and thievery occur at 
the rate of 275 a day, or more 
than 100,000 a year. City of· 
fIcials are convinced that dope 
addicts are behind most of 
these crimes. The city's mayor, 
at the White House Conference 
on Narcotics in 1962, estimated 
that dope addicts steal "well 
over a billion dollars a year"! 
It costs the· average addict 
$10,000 a year to support his 
habit, or $50,000 in stolen 
goods. The city's problem: 
What to do about the addict? 

Clho1em Strikes 
• The city of Saigon in south 
Vietnam has been struck by 
a cholera epidemic. The dis· 
ease, described as "out of 
hand," has taken the lives of 
about 300 persons, medical 
sources said on January 22. 
Cholera is a malignant and 
often fatal disease. It Is caused 
by a microorganism and is 
characterized by diarrhea, vom· 
iting and cramps. There are 
an estimatE'll 2.000 cases of 
cholera in Saigon alone. The 
alarming aspcct of the epidem· 
ic is that it is reaching into 
areas where there is little or 
no means to combat it. 

U.N. Backed by Americans. * Only eight Americans in a 
hundred now believe that the 
United States should pull out 
of the United Nations, accord­
\ng to a Gallup Poll released 
..November 30. In reply to the 
question about withdrawal 
from the world organization 
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about 8 percent of those ques­
tioned said yes, the nation 
should withdraw, 79 percent 
said no, and the rest had no 
opinion. 

[s ReUgion Los.lngf 
~ Professor William Nicholls, 
head of the department of reli­
gious studies at the University 
of British Columbia, reportedly 
stated that the Western world 
is replacing God with the doc· 
tor, the lawyer and the psy­
chiatrist. Addressing a student 
Christian conference, he said 
that religion has become a 
thing of the past in Western 
civilization. The professions, 
Nicholls asserted, haVe taken 
over the powers of the super· 
natural. Religion is becoming 
"socially acceptable," but not 
reaL And he concluded by say· 
ing that religion In North 
America would get "a lot 
worse" before it got better. Of 
course, he is speaking of Chris­
tendom's watered·down reli­
gions and not of the true wor· 
ship of the Bible, the worship 
of the one true God Jehovah. 

Life Expectancy 
~ The Canadian Health Min· 
ister reported that an Eski· 
mo's life expectancy in Canada 
is between 30 and 40 years. 
"probably nearer 30 than 40." 
As for Canadian Indians and 
white Canadians, the Canadian 
Press had this to say: "Among 
Canadian Indians, the average 
life expectancy was 57·59 years 
for females and 54-63 years 
for males. For white Cana­
dians, the life expectancy Is 
67.6 years for males and 72.9 
years for females." 

Age of Automatfon 
<$> The U.S. Labor Secretary 
Willard Wirtz, at the Univer­
sity of Michigan, gave a run· 
down on some of the accom· 
plishments of automation. The 
southern California Teamster, 
January 8, reported the follow· 
ing: "Ten employees man a 
machine that makes automo­
bile motor blocks which 400 
men worked on only 10 years 

ago. Fourteen operators attend 
the glass-blowing .machines 
that make 90 per cent of all 
glass light bulbs produced in 
this country. Two workers now 
turn out 1,000 radios a day­
the ;;:.roduct of 200 workers a 
few years ago. A machine 
translates an issue of Pravda 
into English in half an hour_ 
Another traces precedents in 
the law library. At Cal Tech, 
a computer reports at the end 
of three hours the results of 
80 million calculations required 
to trace the evolution of the 
sun over its 4.5 blllion year 
lifetime. Among the more ath­
letic set, one machine plays 
now an excellent game of 
checkers, another a good game 
of chess except for the end 
play, and a third a relatively 
good hand of bridge." 

Tubereulo!ils Warning 
~ "Tuberculosis is still the 
most common infectious dis­
ease in Canada," Dr. C. W. L. 
Jeanes, the executive director 
of the Canadian Tuberculosis 
Association, warned. "It's hun­
dreds of times more common 
than other diseases like typhoid 
or polio which cause alarm 
bells to ring whenever a few 
cases appear." Dr. Jeanes re­
ported that 1962 saw a S·per­
cent increase over 1961, the 
first increase in tuberculosis 
since 1949. TubE'rculosis killed 
785 Canadians in 1962. Many 
of these deaths, said Dr. Jeanes, 
were needless. 

Biggest Buildings In the World 
~ Twin UQ.story towers, each 
1,350 feet high, will be built in 
New York City to house the 
World Trade Center. The an· 
nounce-ment was made on Jan· 
uary 18. The skyscrapers are 
to be completed in 1970. These 
buildings will be 100 feet high· 
er than the Empire State 
Building. Without its 222-foot 
television antenna mast, the 
Empirc State Building is 1,250 
feet high and has 102 stories. 
The twin towers and a cluster 
of 7().foot·high satellite build­
ings will form a ring around 
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• five-acre plaza containIng re­
flecting 'pools. The towers are 
expected to dominate the Man· 
hattan skyline and become an 
Impressive sight for those ap­
proaching the city. 

Second·Rand Car Dealer 
.. In America there are num· 
berless second·hand auto deal· 
ers, but none is as big as the 
Chicago police force. Some 47, 
000 cars and trucks impounded 
In 1963, all abandoned within 
the clty, were auctioned oft to 
the highest bidder. 

SIx·Inch Atomic SheD 
• When it comes to discover· 
Ing methods of destruction, 
mlll1 seems to be at his best. 
The U.S. Defense Department 
announced in December, 1963. 
that it had developed a six· 
Inch atomic artillery shell. The 
thell will carry a nuclear war· 
head capable of an explosion 
equal to several hundred tons 
of TNT. The shell, six inches 
in diameter and less than 

thirty Inches long, Is designed 
to be fired from a standard 
155·mm. howitzer. Tbe bowit· 
zer has a range of eight to 
ten miles. 

Pay Television 
• The British government an· 
nounced in December, 1963, 
that it intended to llcense five 
companies to conduct pay· 
television experiments. The ex· 
periment Is expected to begin 
next fall and take some three 
years. Britons have two tele· 
vision choices at present. The 
British Broadcasting Corpora· 
tion operates one channel and 
a network of fourteen pri . 
vately owned regional com· 
panies operates the other. A 
third channel is scheduled to 
operate in 1964. 

Insu,nt Pictures 
.. As a result of a new type 
of Tiros satellite, people in 
India or in the heart of Africa 
will know whether it will be 
good weather to pave streets, 

pick frult or go on a mountain 
hike. The weather. satellite 
sends down pictures to earth 
of the planet's cloud cover. 
The camera in the new satel· 
Ute, Tiros 8, which was 
launched on December 21, can 
see in a wink 900.000 square 
miles. What it seeS is displayed 
on a television tube. An elec· 
tronic beam scanS the image 
and in seconds the image is 
transmitted to earth, where it 
is reproduced on a facsimile 
machine. 

At the Edge of Cosmos * Astronomers have been 
scanning the heavens for cen· 
turies. But recently nine im· 
mense radlo·emitting bodies 
have been discovered at the 
edge of the observable uni· 
verse. At least one of the ob· 
j~ts is so bright that, despite 
its distance, it can be seen 
with an ordinary telescope. 
The discovery \\,2.S termed the 
most important in this field 
of science In many decades. 

. __ .-._-----,-_. __ ._-_. __ ._----_._._,-,----- ._-_. __ ._--,-_._,-
DO YOU 

SEEK 

JJappine:M? 

1 year 
Australia, 
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Is that what you believe? Can you present persuasive evidence 
that the Bible is indeed the inspired Word of God? Are you able 
to point to passages in every book of the Bible that are truly 
beneficial to us in this day? 

When the apostle Paul wrote to the young man Timothy and 
said, "All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial," he did 
so with complete confidence. He had no doubt whatsoever that 
the Holy Scriptures are inspired of God and beneficial in every 
way for leading the Christian in the way of life. He used those 
Scriptures freely in teaching. Yet today many have found it 
difficult to have a firm faith in the Bible. Its sound counsel is 
often ignored. Why? Not because the Bible has been proved 
wrong, but because few people really know much of what it 
contains. 

It is vital that all who love life and want to serve Jehovah 
God know his Word and have unshakable faith in it. To enable 
you to do just that, we heartily recommend the 352-page book 
t< An Scripture Is Inspired of God and Beneficial!' In it you 
will find valuable background information and evidence in con­
firmation of the authenticity of each Bible book. One at a time, 
the books of the Bible are epitomized and principal ideas are 
highlighted, particular attention being directed to the practical 
value of these inspired Scriptures. Forcefully it demonstrates 
that the Bible is truly one harmonious Book, each part related 
to the whole. Reading this study aid will vastly enlarge your 
knowledge of the Scriptures and strengthen your conviction that 
they are inspired of God. 

Obtain your copy by sending the coupon below with just 7/6 
(for Australia, 8/10; for South Africa, 75c). 
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