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“it is already the hour for you to awake.”

/4

) —Romons 13:11
— — P et b o —
Volume XLIV Londan, England, Auguat 8, 1963 Numbear 15
- i
It is aceepiable)
—Luke 21:1-4.

‘THAT an inexhaustible storehouse the
W Bible is: filled with history and
prophecy, righteous laws and principles!
And how well its principles enlighten and
guide; on the one hand encouraging you,
and on the other hand keeping you humble,
just as the need may be. Truly it is a lamp
to your feet.—Ps, 119:105.

Among its principles that serve the dual
purpose of encouraging you and keeping
you humble is the one that your gift or
contribution is ‘acceptable according to
what you have and not according to what
you do not have, (2 Cor. 8:12) In other
words, God takes into consideration your
cireymatances, Thus in ancient Tarael af-
ferings were graded according to ability
to give, such as a lamb, or two pigeons or
some fine flour, The offering that Jesus’
mother and foster father brought at the
time they presented him at the temple in-
dicates that they were poor.—Lev, 5:5-12;
12:8; Luke 2:24, _

Jesys Christ made the same point when
once he saw “a certain needy widow drop
two small coins of very little value” into
the temple treasury chest, Seemingly she
gave the least, but Jesus said she actually
gave the most, for she gave all she had.
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ACCORDING TO WHAT YOU HAVE

This princi-
ple, so com-
forting to the
poor and lowly, at the same time teaches
humility to the rich and mighty, robbing
them of any grounds for smugness or
pride, For their pifts to be acceptable.
these also have to be according to what
they have. So while lavish gifts may make
the headlines in the newspapers, their
size does not in itself make them more
meritorious.

Yes, how differently God views things
from the way man does! Men often look
solely at the size of the gift, but God sees
the amount of unselfishness it represents.
Therein lies the weakness of the required
tithe, Under present unequal economic con-
Whons, 10T unie persUn 11 TEpresents a mere
trifle, no indication at all that the giver
loves God with all his heart, mind, soul and
strength, while for another person it may
represent a burden almost too grievous to
be borne,

However, while taking comfort in the
obvious lesson of this principle that your
contributions are acceptable according to
what you have, there are two related as-
pects that you do well not to overlook. Do
not content yourself with giving little when
with effort you might be able to make
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progress, to do better. Rather, view your
limitations as obstacles to be surmounted
if at sll possible. For example, there was
the seventeenth-century English poet, John
Milton. Rightly he asked, because of his
blindness, “Does God exact day-labor, light
denied?” 5till the fact was that he did
all his best-known work after he became
blind, including his Treatise on Christian
Doctrine Compiled from the Holy Scrip-
tures Alome, in which, interestingly, he
marshals the testimony of the Seriptures
and reason to disprove the doctrine of the
trinity.

Likewise today, among the many thou-
sands of full-time or pioneer Christian
ministers of Jehovah’'s withesses serving
throughout the world are some who are
totally blind, others who are stone deaf
and others who are crippled. They have
not resigned themselves to a life of in-
activity because of their handicaps but
are determined to do all they can in spite
of them.

The other related aspect to bear in mind
in connection with the principle that ‘it is
acceptable according to what you have' is
‘that of you yourself being cognizant of this
principle in your dealings with others, In
this respect, as in so many others, human
creatures ought to “become imitators of
God, as beloved children,”—Eph. 5:1.

What a different world this would be if
all who professed 1o believe in Ged would
imitate him in the application of this prin-
ciple! According to doctors, many an am-
bitious wife has sent her husband to an
untimely grave because of goading him
on so that they could keep up with the
Joneses, without taking into consideration
his health or his earning capacity, expect-
ing more than he was able to give.

Not that husbands are always faultless.
Often they show themselves to be un-
reasonabie by falling to take into consid-
eration their wives’ limitations, whatever
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these may be, physical, mental or emotion-
al. Well, therefore, does the apostle Peter,
a married man, counsel: “You hushands,
continue dwelling in like manner with
them according to knowledge, assigning
them honor as to a weaker vessel, the fem-
inine one.” Doing so, however, not be-
grudgingly, nor “rubbing it in,” as it were,
but in a loving, considerate and tactful
manner, makihg for mutual happiness.
—1 Pet. 3:7.

The same principle applies to all other
relations. s/hether they involve headship,
such as a schoolteacher, a shop foreman
or overseer of a Christian congregation, or
relations between fellow employees or
brothers and sisters in a family. Due to
heredity or environment the abilities or
capacities of individuals differ. Parents, in
dealing with your children do not expect
the same skill or the same response from
each of your children, On the other hand,
you teen-agers, do not make unfavorabie
comparisons between your parents and the
parents of others, overlooking limiting
circumstances. Be appreciative of the love
your parents show and content with what
they are able to provide for you. :

Truly, the Bible is a fine guide. Tts prin-

-ciple that with God your contributions, be

they of service or of a monetary nature,
are acceptable according to what you have
is far-reaching. It serves to comfort and
uplift the lowly and to deprive the more
favored ‘'ones of any grounds for pride.
However, you may not view this loving and
mereiful principle as an excuse not to fry
to improve and increase. Why not? Be-
cause at the same time there is the obliga-
tion for all to apply this fine principle of
acceptableness according to what one has
in their dealings with others, not expect-
ing more than they are able to give but
appreciating their doing the best they can
under the circumstances.

AWAERKE!



4 LIBERIA

& YHE love of liberty
brought us here”
—this is the motto of the government seal

of Liberia, a republic on the west coast of

Africa. The name Liberia was coined from &6

the Latin word Zliber, meaning “free.” Li-
beria has thus long had an interest in lib-
erty: in fact, it was settled by freed
slaves from the United States, being
founded in 1822 through the efforts
of the American Colonization Soci-
ety. It declared its independence
July 26, 1847, and was set up as
the only Negro Republic in Afri-
ca, Its constitution, simiiar to
that of the United States of
Americn, provides for religious
liberty, so men can worship “according to
the dictates of their own conscience.”

Is that the kind of religious liberty Li-
beria still stands for? That is a pressing
question, since it becomes necessary to
present some shocking facts to the people
and nations of the world, The public in
gereral may judge for themselves whether
Liberia is losing its “love of liberty.”

What has recently happened in Liberia,
it shoudd be noted, hardly refiects the sen-
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timént of the people in general, who
number some 2,500,000 persons. Most
Liberians see the need for religious lib-
erty, for the country itself is made up

more than twenty aboriginal tribes,
20h with its own language, customs and
religious attitudes, More-
over, the English-speaking
Americo-Liberians, de-
scendants mainly of Ameri-
can Negroes who had been
freed, should want religious
liberty. As the ruling class
in Liberia, the Americo-
Liberians have great
™ responsibility.

¥pf responsibility for what happens in

fn in 1895 at Harper, in southeast Li-
eria, and was educated in the mission
hadls of Tikeorie, w0 by soudy urier Yie

Jéountry’s leading lawyers. In 1937 he be-
‘dame an associate justice of the Supreme

Court, and from the bench
of that tribunal he came to
the presidency in January,
1944. President Tubman
has notonly a judicial
background but also a re-
ligious one, sinesz he is a lay
preacher in the Methodist Con-
ference, taking a leading part
in such church conferences and
being a frequent speaker at different
churches.

With President Tubman's interest in the
Bible and religion, it must have come as a
surprise to many persons when news re-
ports appeared throughout the world, such
as the “UPI” report from Monrovia, Li-
beria, in newspapers such as the Houston
{Texas) Chronicle of February 18, 1963:

. “Fifty Jehovah's Witnesses reportedly have
been arrested for refusing tn salure 2 Lihar
rinn flag. The incident occurred when Pres-
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jdent William Tubman asked a local leader
of the sect if he and his followers refuseg.
to splute the flag on rellgious grounds, ae-
cording to reports.”

The news item continues, to state that
the president ordered a flag-raising cere-
mony to be performed. The Witnesses were
arrested because on religious, not political
grounds, they could not conscientiously
galute the emblem.* They were taken to
prison, stripped naked, beaten and robbed
that night. The incident before the flag
wag withessed by both local officials and
foreign diplomats attending the Unifica-
tion Conference.

Alse, in February of this year, L. A.
Remmie, a citizen of Sierra Leone and mis-
sionary working in Lower Buchanan in
Liberia, was ordered by the superintend-
ent of Grand Bassa County to stop his
Christian preaching activity. On the
twenty-eighth of that month Remmic was
arrested and brought before President
Tubman at the superintendent’s house,
where he was called on to explain his atti-
tude toward the national flag. Newspapers
and the radio later reported that on that
occasion Remmie called the flag a “mere
piece of cloth,” but those reports are not
true. Jehovah’s witnesses, wherever they
are in the world, never refer to any flag
in such disrespectful terms.

Since Remmie, who is a Sierra Lecnian,
would not agrec to salute the Liberian flag,
the president ordered that he be deported.
He was turhed over to the soldiers, who
beat him and denied him food for three
days. When he was transferred to Monro-

via for deportation he was thrown into a
dungeon where the floor was covered with
human excrement, After representations
by the ambassador of Sierra Leone he was
moved to a hospital for treatment, though
even there he was given no food except

* For the reasons why Jehovah's wiktnesses lake this
stand, mee the sarticle “‘Christian Conscience and the
' State, e page 16 of this 1ssue,
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what his wife was able to bring daily. Fi-
nally, on March 25 he was deported.

Christian Assembly at Gbarnga

Meanwhile, plans were completed for
the regular annual Christian assembly of
Jehovah’s witnesses, to be held at Gbar-
nga, in the center of Liberia, about 130
miles from the capital, Monrovia. The date
was March 8-10, 1963. The Department of
Justice had given permission for the as-
sembly to be held, and District Commis-
sioner Samuel B. Cooper agreed to cooper-
ate, even to free lodging at his home for
several assembly delegates.

By March 8 booths had been constructed
for the assembly, and programs would be
in the English, Pele, Kisi and Bassa lan-
guages. On Friday, March 8, Witnesses ar-
rived at the assembly from all over Li-
beria, the opening attendance being well
over 300, Saturday evening M. G. Hen-
schel, a director of the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, U.S.A.,
on a visit to Liberia and a tour of Africa,
delivered a Bible talk, to the delight of the
assembly,

By Sunday there were about 400 per-
sons present, including a number of inter-
ested persons from the town of Gbarnga.
On Sunday morning the Bible text for the
day, March 10, was discussed; it was from
James 5:10: “Brothers, take as a pattern
of the suffering of evil and the exercising
of patience the prophets, who spoke in the
name of Jehovah.” It was to prove a most
appropriate text for what was to follow.

Abaout 10:30 a.m., while the assembled
Christians were listening to the talk “Hold-
ing Faith and a Good Conscience,” a Lieu-
tenant Warner of the local military post
came to the assembly ground with a letter
from Distriet Commissioner Cooper, It or-
dcred the entire assembly, which at the
time was in the midst of a religious ser-
vice, to break up and those in attendance

AWAHRE!



to proceed to the District Compound
‘“where they shall pay allegiance to the
flag of the Republic of Liberia.”

M. G. Henschel, the Society’s represen-
tative from Brooklyn, New York, and two
other Witnesses then left the assembly to
see the district commissioner, Henschel ex-
plained that the American ambassador had
requested an appointment to speak with
President Tubman; he appealed to Com-
missioner Cooper to suspend any action till
the matter had been talked over with the
president. It was explained why Jehovah'’s
witnesses take the position they do, re-
garding their not paying allegiance to the
emblems of any nation, since they regard
it as a violation of Bible principles. But the
district commissioner refused to suspend
the order. He then ordered soldiers to
bring everyone at the assembly ta the
compound. He also took the names of
the three Christian ministers who had spo-
e o i and said e woukd diciaie 3 Ta-
dio message for Monrovia,

Assembly Broken Up, Taken Caplive

The soldiers arrived in a truck. They
broke up the peaceful assembly, rounding
up everyone, men, women and children.
The group of about 400 persons were
marched to the compound through the
center of town. Henschel and the other
Witnesses who had tried to reason with
the district commissioner had rejoined the
geoap AT walked with them througn the

- streets. While walking, the group sang
Kingdom songs of praise to Jehovah God.
People came from far and near, Foreigners
took pictures. Africans locked on in amaze-
ment. Soldiers shouted: “Keep quiet; stop
singing.”

Upon arrival at the military compound,
the four hundred persons, men, women and
children, were lined up in a circle around
the flagpole, with the foreigners in front,
Representatives from the press were tak-
ing pictures. Lieutenant Warner informed
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these Christians that they had been
brought there to pay allegiance to the Li-
berian flag,

After demonstrating what he wanted, he
gave orders for the ceremony to begin, Tt
was about 1:30 p.m. The bugle blew. Three
soldiers marched to the flag in military
style and lowered it slowly. The command
was given to salute. No one saluted except
the soldiers; the Christian Witnesses, how-
ooy, thood 24 atteniion, i Tespeth fur Une
Liberian flag. The lieutenant said: “Maybe
you didn’t understand what I meant, so
let’s do it again.” So he demonstrated
what he wanted, giving the command now
for the flag to be raised. At the command
to salute, none of the assembled Christians
saluted, though standing in an attitude of
respect. Thereupon the lieutenant went to
the nearby home of the district commis-
sioner. The commissioner could be heard
shouting: “Lock them up, all of them.” At
about 1:45 p.m. the entire group of Chris-
tians were marched across the street to &
guardhouse.

What about the foreigners? They were
locked up with the Liberian Witnesses, for
the citizens or nationals of Ghanra, Sierra
Leone, Nigeria, South Africa, Guinea,
Ivary Coast, Togoland, the United States,
the United Kingdom and Canada were also
required to “pay allegiance” to the Liberi-
an flag. Even the manager of the chartered
bases Who Wes JoRTding Ane provtedimgs
from a distance and was waiting to take
delegates back to Monrovia, when he did
not salute, was imprisoned. He was not a
Liberian but a eitizen of Sierra Leone, and
he was not one of Jehovah’s witnesses.

‘Sit There till You Salute’

Soldiers now searched all these Chris-
tians, taking away their personal belong-
ings such as pens, eyeglasses and brief-
cases, They were gllowed ta keen thain
money. As many as possible were crowded

7



into four windowless rooms, some of which
were used not only as prisons but also as
latrines. The remaining Witnesses were
jammed into the small fenced-in area out-
side the guardhouse. There they remained,
singing Kingdom songs that Sunday after-
noon until about 6:G0 p.m,

Shortly betore 6:00 p.m. the jailed
Christians heard a roaring of trucks as
three truckloads of soldiers arrived from
a nearby military camp, The Witnesses
were now moved out of the jail and taken
to the compound, flanked on both sides by
armed spldiers standing in a ready-to-
charge position, They were brought before
the flagpole. A colonel was now in charge.
He told them that if they refused to pay
allegiance to the flag, “'we will not kill you,
but we'll put you in the open field across
the street and you will sit there until you
learn to respect authority.” One lieutenant
remarked: ‘“Those who fail to salute will
be kept behind the iron curtain of Gbar-
nga.” There were now more than a hun-
dred soldiers to act as guards over the
peace-loving Christians. The flag ceremony
was repeated. The vast number held firm
to their Bible-trained consecience, though a
few compromised.

The colonel then commanded that those
who did not salute should be taken to a
large parade field. On the way these Chris-
tians were made to run a gauntlet of sol-
diers across the highway and receive
kicks and smacks and blows with rifles.
Many were kicked and beaten about the
head and body. Not only the men were
beaten but also women, including those
women with babies tied to their backs.
Screams must have been heard for a great
distance, The whole group of Christians
was driven to the field in this bruigl man-
ner. After these Christians were herded
into the center of the field, they were tight-
lv pushed together, and soldiers with
swinging rifles shouted: “Sit down.”
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Sunday Night

Now these Christian Witnesses were told
to remove jackets, shirts, shoes and stock-
ings. Women were to remove head cover-
ings and wrap-around cloths. No water was
allowed except for babies and young chil-
dren. About one-third of the group were
women with small babies. The lieutenant
showed them some consideration, and a
few of the babies were taken from their
mothers to a nearby clinic. What followed
now may seem incredible: but the facts are
indisputable, since there are hundreds of
witnesses to them. The soldiers kept these
Christians on that field all night long with-
out allowing them to sleep a minute or
even to rest their heads or elbows on their
knees! If anyone tried to sleep or move, he
was hit by the soldiers. All received the
same merciless treatment, whether women
or children, foreign missionaries or native
Liberians,

During the night soldiers surrounded the
group, standing about eight feet apart, The
soldiers never let up with abuses. Some
blasphemously remarked: ‘“Where is your
Jehovah now?"” “G is all the same. G for
God, G for government. Our god gave us
a gun, what has your God given you?”

Monday Morning

At daybreak the air was tense, as the
soldiers insisted that everyone would be
happy to salute with both hands before the
day was over.’ Except for a few children,
none had had anything fo eat since Sunday
morning-—and nothing to drink. A colonel

-informed them that it was going to be aw-

fully hard that morning, Flexing his lash,
he said: “We're going to see that you sa-
lute this morning.”

The signal was given for all to stand and
to begin moving toward the fagpole. It
was about 8:00 am. On the way to the
flagpole, soldiers again ordered the Chris-
tians: “Take off your shoes,” “Take off
your socks,” “Take off your coats.” These
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were thrown on the ground. While the
Witnesses were taking off their shoes,
some soldiers snatched watches off their
wrists. Any who hesitated slightly were
struck with a rifle. Stretched out behind
the group of Witnesses lay a seventy-five-
foot trail of shoes and clothing.
Assembled before the flagpole again,
they were given instructions by an officer.
Those who had decided
to salute were told to
separate themselves in a
group and come closer to
the flagpole. The cere-
mony began. A consider-
able number of Witnesses
from Kolahun (sixty or
more), along with a small
number of others, salut-
ed. Among those who
gave in to the endless threats, cursings,
lack of water, food and sleep was the over-
seer in the Kolahun area, which may have
had a bearing on the number from there
who compromised their Christian beliefs.

Brutish Inhumanity

The Witnesses who did not salute were
again driven like animals back to the open
field. While running across the field, they
were struck not only with rifle butts but
with the gun barrels as well, the rifle sight
being used to draw blood, Several Wit-
nesses received deep head cuts; they were
taken to the clinic for stitches. Two mis-
sionaries, a man and his wife, by ducking,
barely escaped being scalped by the swing-
ing rifle, aimed at their heads as they ran.
The Society’s director, M. G. Henschel, was
cracked so hard on his back and neck that
Witness Rene Le Roux of South Africa
remarked on how Iloud the cracks of the
rifle butt sounded.

Christian women did not escape this
senseless brutality. There were two sol-
diers behind missionary Muriel - Klinck
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from Canada, and the soldiers struck her
with their rifles. At the same time the sol-
diers snatched her watch and purse con-
taining $47. Those who had any valuables
were pounced upon, hit and robbed. One
Liberian woman, Rhoda Brown, about
eight months pregnant, was knocked down
twice and rolled over on the ground. An-
other Liberian woman whose ba-
by was tied to her back was
knocked down by soldiers, causing
her to fall on the baby. Though
the baby appeared to be dead, it
was sent to the clinic and revived.
Even children as young as seven
years of age were struck by the
armed soldiers,
The Witnesses, sitting
‘PP down, were next told to turn
around and face the sun. This
was not enough; they were ordered to gaze
at the sun. Soldiers watched their eyes to
make sure that they stared at the blazing
sur. The Witnesses wondered how long
they would have to endure this utter in-
humanity when, in.about half an hour,
they were allowed to seek shelter under
shady trees inside the District Compound.
The Witnesses requested water. The sol-
diers pressed some Witnesses into ser-
vice for a trip down the highway about
a gquarter of a mile to obtain some
parasite-ridden river water. Among those
selected was M. G. Henschel, the Society’s
director, who was forced to walk into the
river with all his clothing on, then to put
the bucket on his head, even though it
leaked. His clothing soaked, he was forced
to carry the bucket on his head a second
time, this time walking in bare feet down
the gravel road. Henschel was so thirsty
by now that he drank the water, though
contaminated, that ran down his face from-
the leaking bucket,
Also chosen to carry water was Mrs.
Murie?! Klinck of Canada, who was made
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to walk into the river with her shoes on
and then to put the large bucket on her
head. She was guarded by soldiers who
also threatened rape. While she was walk-
ing with the bucket on her head, a third
soldier approached and lifted his booted
foot and viciously kicked her in the ab-
domen, Though such merciless brutality
was often directed against the white mis-
sionaries, the issue was not racial, since
all the Witnesses, Liberians as well, re-
ceived brutal treatment.

When the water buckets reached the
group of Witnesses, soldiers kicked over
the buckets and smashed in the drinking
tins with their boots. Requests for water
were denied: “No salute, no water,”

However, the soldiers finally allowed
them to drink some of the river water.
A little of this contaminated water was
the only drink available—and that after a
pericd of more than twenty-four hours.

Meanwhile, the traveling ininister from
the Society’'s headquarters showed the
officers in charge his plane ticket, explain-
ing that he was in transit and was sched-
uled to be at an assembly in the
Ivory Coast. This brought only
ridicule, even though Henschel
also showed Lieutenant Warner
and a sergeant his United States
passport, which says in the back:
“You may lose your United
States nationality by . . . taking an
oath or making a declaration of
allegiance to a foreign state.” But

this made no difference to the Li- _.ZFTR

berian officers, who demanded that
everyone ‘‘pay allegiance” to the Lijberian
flag.

At no time was food provided by the
authorities. After more than twenty-four
hours without eating, a few Witnesses
were permitted to go to the assembly site
and prepare some rice from assembly sup-
plies. When the rice was brought to the
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group, it amounted to about four spoons
per person.

During the first twenty-four hours of
this inhuman treatment, some of the wom-

- en were allowed to go to the toilet, but not

the men. Only on Monday did men begin
to have a little chance to go later that day.

The time came for the flag ceremony at
6:00 p.m. Lieutenant Warner called on
Witnesses to translate speeches that offi-
cers were to make to induce the Witnesses
to salute. A few Witnesses seemed eager
to do the interpreting, When these trans-
lators had the opportunity to speak in
their own native dialects, which the sol-
diers could not understand, those who
translated spoke just what the officers said,
such as it was not against God’s law to
salute the flag and, “Everyone is going to
salute the flag, and you should salute also.”

Such speeches by the officers were trans-

lated by volunteers into at least four dia-
lects, instead of their using the opportuni-
ty to encourage their brothers as to what
the Bible really says.
When the group went before the flag-
pole that Monday, all these translators, to-
gether with about a hundred others,
compromised their integrity. Among
these were some congregation aver-
seers and special pioneers or full-
time minjsters. While standing
before the flag, a few fell un-
conscious, apparently out of
fear, They later compro-
mised,

The ones who saluted
were placed on a grassy
spot in the compound,

‘while those who did not
were put on a gravel road covered with
many stones, These Witnesses were told to
sit straight for the second night, with no
sleeping allowed. For a time a new brutali-
ty was added: Everyone was forced to hold
his hands high over his head; if anyone
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drooped his hands out of exhaustion, he
was severely hit by a rifle or kicked.

Officers also encouraged worldly rela-
tives to speak to the Witnesses, even tell-
ing the relatives what to say. Some of the
Witnesses apparently listened to the pres-
sure from such relatives, such as, ‘Think
of your children,’ or, ‘How can you do this
to us?’ and they collapsed in their integrity.

The soldiers seemed to be anxiously
awaiting a signal to go into action. The
officer in charge, Lieutenant Warner, con-
tinued to walk around the ground with
whip in hand. A group of officers discussed
ways of inducing those remaining faithful
to their conscience to break their integrity
by saluting. Officers were overheard to
agree that the treatment should be lashes,
twenty-five of them.

Compromisers Ridiculed and Abused
The Witnesses had to spend Tuesday
night sitting awake on stony ground.
Those who remained steadfast were now a
smaller group, and they were separated
from the group who had compromised.
That night those who held firm got some
relief in a rather strange way. How so?
Because the soldiers’ attention was often
diverted to the camp of the compromisers.
This camp was in a state of confusion,
making it evident that Jehovah's spirit had
indeed left the compromisers. Soldiers
could be heard abusing those who had
caved in under pressure. Soldiers said:
“Why did you keep us here all this time?
Why didn't you salute the first day?”
“Now my god is your god.” A soldier who
was ridiculing the compromisers said:
“Why did you let -your brothers down?”
Another soldier told them: “Now we can
see that there are two Kkinds of Christians
as well as two kinds of soldiers, the brave
ones and the cowards. You only came to
the conference for the rice. If it was not
for you who saluted, all of you would have
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gone free by now.” The group of compro-
misers was also kept awake all night long.

Tuesday, March 12

In the morning the soldiers were re-
lieved by others who appeared to be more
sadistic-minded. Acting like depraved
beasts, these soldiers threatened the Wit-
nesses with things that are unspeakable.
Again the Christians were taken to the
flag ceremony, with the number of faith-
ful ones now being a little over a hundred.
The ceremony began; a few Witnesses
compromised.

After the ceremony, the Witnesses were
brought back to the field, where they were
struck again, not only with rifle buttg but
with short whips as well. The Society’s
director, M. G. Henschel, was almost
knocked unconscious with the butt of a
rifle.

The sun was now blazing down on their
bare heads. One missionary suffered a sun-
stroke, Another missionary, from South
Africa, later said: “It felt like having your
head in a 500-degree oven.”

Foreigners Released

On Tuesday morning the foreigners
spoke up strongly for release, The lieuten-
ant left to inquire. Shortly he returned,
and about 11:00 a.m. the t\énty-seven for-
eigners were released. They had held fast
their integrity throughout the brutal treat-
ment. They were given most of their be-
longings and briefcases, but a number of
pieces were missing. Before leaving, the
representative from the Society’s head-
quarters was given five minutes to talk to
the Liberian Witnesses, who were left on
the field. This was a source of encourage-
ment to them. They prayed together and
felt strengthened.

The release of the foreign Witnesses
may have come about because a few Wit-
nesses escaped the trap Sunday morning
and got through the roadblock and reached
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Maonravia. They informed the American
arl EBEritlsh Embassies, The American
Emhassy sent observers to CGharnga ahd
made mruiry of the Liberieh government
News of the brutal trealment of eitizens
and nalionals of other countrics spread and
may poseilly have prompled the Liberian
government to release them.

Aller their releame, these Witneswes
went to {he cotivention grounds. It was
cheos, a shambles., The Wilnessez bad
brought thelr belonpings to the grounds
just before the public talk was to begin.
All the sygitcazes had boen ripped npen with
bayonets, the valuables stolen and the reat
scatlered over the prounds. Trousers and
shirts had Leen ripped and anme clothing
had been dipped in red palm oil. The sup-
ply of convenbion foodstulfs and soft
drinkz had been wasted ov atolen. Elee-
trical and other equipment was smashed,
Contrilruiion hoxes had been lnoted. The
soldiers who had guarded the place had
plundered it. The estimaled total loss of
money and property was #et at no less
than 36,000 Some Witnesses were totally
plundered, being left without money and
clothing,

That Tuesdey atternoon some of the Bo-
leased Witnesses purchased soft drinks and
fond and returned 1o the grounds where
the Liberian Witnegses were till held Pey-
mission was granted o give them some
rmoney and other
things. Haowever,
the district com-
missioner saon
$ent 4 mesuage
that he did not
wunt Anyone visit-
ing thess prison-
ers; the foreigners
who had been re-
jeazed could pro-
vide no farther
relief for their
Christian hrothers.
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Ralacted convenlicren ralum o osssmbly st ond
find belomgings locted ond clulhing srewn obout

Later the district commissioner came
cut and informed the Liberian Witnesses
that it was going to be very difficddt for
them. The soldiers also shaved two paths
on the heads of the men In the shape of
B cross to indicale they were prisoners.
These “halreuts” were dune with broken
Flaszs hotiles. At the tlag ceremony thet
ovening aboul a dozen more compromised,

Tuesday Night in the Cold

As was gupecied, Tuesday night was the
most difficelt of all The Witnesses wore
lorlured, Because the group of faithful
Witnesges was now small, cach one was
a farget tor the soldiers Tt was a cold
night; the dew was heavy. Yet they wers
not only foreed to keep awake all might
and made to sit straight up, but men had
top rempye shirts and women were not
allowed to have handkerchiefs on thelr
heeds or wrap-around cloths to protect
them from the coll. One full-time minisler,
Mosea Anderson, was made Lo sland oh one
foot, clad only in his shorts, until he fell
unconscious. Severnl others during the
night went inte o state of unconsciousness,

The Witnesses zhowed loving concern
for une another. When they could they
talked to one ancother, encouragingly,
yuoting seriptures and praying tor strengih
to keeD intcgrity to God. When the Wit-
MesE who was
standing on one
fuot fell uneon-
scious, the other
Witnagges . in thal
group, unmindful
of peranmal danger,
jumped o his as-
slstance. They
could feel no pualse,
and feared he was
dead. His body was
very cold, and they
pul clothes on him
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and just made the soldiers carry him to
the first-aid station.

Considering that they had not eaten
anything substantial since Sunday morn-
ing, had not been able to get much water,
had not slept since Saturday night and
were exposed both to blazing sun and damp
cold, they put up a remarkable display of
faith and courage. Prayer, thinking upon
the Scriptures and mutual encouragement
helped them remain steadfast.

Wednesday Morning

When morning came on March 13, the
. group was again marched to the flagpole.
The ceremony began, Nearly all the Wit-
nesses stood firm. Among those deter-
mined to keep integrity to God was Li-
berian Rhoda Brown who, although eight
months pregnant and brutally beaten
around the legs and knocked down with
rifles, said: “We have come this far. Let
them do what they want to; I'll never
salute.”

Shortly after the flag ceremony, during
which one man saluted, Commissioner
Cooper informed them they were to be re-
leased, Names were taken and they were
told they would be prosecuted, their prop-
erty would be confiscated and they would
be imprisoned for ten years. They were
then taken to the guardhouse to pick up
their briefcases. Each Witness was told by
the soldiers to pay $1 before choosing his
briefcase from the pile on the ground. A
number of cameras were never returned.

Thus the Witnesses left the prison yard
and went searching for transportation. One
Witness who had become seriously ill was
found lying unconscious by the road. Lieu-
tenant Warner forbade that they move him
into the bus until the Witnesses had
shaved his head. A lady passing by went
and brought a razor and the Witnesses
shaved his head and carried him away. All
the rmen of the remaining Witnesses were
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required to have their heads shaved clean
before leaving Gharnga.

The person who saluted Wednesday
morning, a man of about twenty-five years
of age, did not feel well upon his return
home. He was admitted to the government
hospital in Monrovia, but he never recov-
ered. He died on April 24, 1963.

Thus closed a most shameful episode in
Liberia’s history. What had it done for
Liberia? What good could possibly come
from beating and torturing Christian men
and women? What kind of name is Liberia
making for itself throughout the world?

Further, who was it that acted unlaw-
fully? What right have government offi-
cials to take away religious liberty from
others when the law of Liberia upholds
such liberty? The Liberian Constitution,
section three, says: “All men have a nat-
ural and an inalienable right to worship
God according to the dictates of their own
conscience, without obsiTuction or moles-
tation from others.” Was this right ac-

“corded Jehovah’s witnesses? When Libe-

rian officials and soldiers molested these
Christians for their religious belief, who
violated the Liberian Constitution? When
the delegates to the Constitutional conven-
tion adopted the Liberian flag, did they in-
tend that the Constitution they also adopt-
ed be violated by forcing Christians to
salute the flag when they cannot conscien-
tiously salute any national emblem?

Against Liberia’s Own Interests

Not only is Liberia working against its
own interests in the name that the country
is making for itself, but by expelling the
missionaries of Jehovah’s witnesses from
the country, as has been done, Liberia is
the loser. These missionaries helped hun-
dreds of Liberians over the years, The first
Witness missionary came to Liberia in
1946, and in 1948 the first congregation of
Jehovah’s witnesses was organized. At
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least one missionary contracted fever and
died while serving the good people of Li-
beria—a great sacrifice for his friends.
More missionaries arrived, and over the
vears they and the Liberian Witnesses
helped free hundreds of Liberians from
bondage to witcheraft, polygamy, tribal
strife, stealing and paganism. Many tribes-
men in the interior are very superstitious,
worshiping such things as mountains, wa-
ter, trees, fish, even making animal sacri-
fices to these.

Moreover, Jehovah's witnesses have up-
lifted the morals of the Liberian people.
The country’s social standards make adul-
tery commonly acceptable, But Jehovah's
witnesses have taught Liberians proper re-
gard for marriage and have insisted on
the Bible's high moral standards.

As in other countrjes, Jehovah's witness-
es have helped Liberians educationally. In
two local languages, reading primers were
not in print, so the Witnesses set out to
make some, thus helping many become lit-
erate in a short time.

In many ways, then, Liberia has acted
against its own best interests in deporting
Witness missionaries, Not only do Jeho-
vah’s witnesses everywhere respect the
flag of the couniry in which they live, but
they prove it. How? By not defrauding the
government of tax money, by not plotting
against rulers or engaging in political
strife and by not adding to the delinquency
and immorality of society, as do many who
have no conscientious objections to salut-
ing national emblems. If all the people in
Liberia were Jehovah’s witnesses Presi-
dent Tubman would not need guards around
the Mansion. Indeed, no political ruler has
anything to fear from Jehovah’s witnesses,

Yes, Liberia has been the loser in many
ways, and this is true with regard to the
breakup of the assembly at Gbarnga, Many
who have heard the truth about Gbarnga
were horrified, disgusted, Even among the
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soldiers there were some who expresseq
their sympathy and privately encouraged
the Witnesses to remain steadfast to their
religious beliefs, One soldier told the Wit-
nesses he was praying for them all the
time, An officer who occasionally came to
the field said that the entire affair was dis-
tasteful to him, Another soldier told a mis-
sionary that if this is the way the army
does, he was going to get out of it. Yet an-
other soldier told a Christian woman: “Ma,
don’t salute that flag, you be God-people.”
A sergeant told another Witness: “They
killed Christ. Don’t give up your God
palaver.”

Even if Liberia chooses not to grant re-
ligious liberty, why add to imprisonment
the beatings, the cruelty, the Nazi and In-
quisitional methods that have revolted hu-
manity?

How much does Liberia stand to lose if
foreign tourists, visitors or businessmen
are going to be forced to pay allegiance to
the Liberian flag? Would not Liberians
themselves protest against heing forced to
pay allegiance to a country other than
their own?

Write to Liberian Officials

If you do not agree with the methods
used by Liberia against these conscien-
tious Christians, then you should write to
the president of Liberia. Says the book
Liberia, America’s African Friend: “To a
very marked degree the Government of Li-
beria reflects the personality of President
Tubman.” If President Tubman actually
condemns the abuse and maltreatment
meted out by Liberian soldiers at the
Gbarnga assembly, then he has the oppor-
tunity to show his stand for religious lib~
erty by inviting Christian missionaries of
Jehovah's witnesses to continue their edu-
cational service in Liberia. He can show
his “love of liberty” by allowing Jehovah's
witnesses to assemble and worship ‘“ac-
cording to the dictates of their own con-
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geience” without molestation from Libe-
rian soldiers.

Those who have high regard for re-
ligious liberty and disapprove of what
has happened in Liberia should write the
Liberian ambassador in their respective
couniry as well as President Tubman.
Write to: His Excellency, President
W. V. 8. Tubman, Executive Mansjon, Mon-
rovia, Liberia,

Now people of the world haye the oppor-
tunity to know the shocking facts. You can
judge from the facts. And certainly some-
one greater than man sits as Judge. Yes,
Jehovah God himself has seen what has
happened; He knows who the offenders
are, and we can be certain his judgment
upon them will be a righteous one. As the
Bible declares: “If you see any oppression

of the one aof little means and the violent
taking away of judgment and of righteous-
ness in a jurisdictional district, do not be
amazed over the affair, for one that is
higher than the high one is watching, and
there are those who are high above them.”
—FEccl 5:8.

That Jehovah God will uphoid those who
remain faithful to him we can be certain.
That many thousands among our millions
of readers in all the world will raise their
voices in protest against the atrocities
committed against these Christians in Li-
beria we are confident, But the question
that remains to be answered is this: Will
the government of Liberia take action to
show that it has not completely abandoned
its “love of liberty”?

A Test of the Guarantee of Religious Liberty

HE genuineness of the guarantees in the
United States Constitution regarding re-

ligious liberty have repeatedly been put
to the test before the United States Supreme
Court. On one notable occasion, when the
Court rendered its decision concerning com-
pulsory flag saluting, in the case known as
West Virginie State Board of Education v,
Barnette, it said:

“The case is made difficult not because the
principles of its decision are obscure but
because the flag involved is our own. Never-
theless, we apply the limitations of the Con-
stitution with no fear that freedom to be
Intelligently and spiritually diverse or even
contrary will disintegrate the social organ-
ization. . . . The refusal of these perscns to
partieipate in the ceremony does not interfere
with or deny rights of others to do so. Nor
is there any question in this case that their
behavior is peaceable and orderly, The sole
conflict is between authority and rights of
the individual, . . .

“Government of limited power heed not be
aremic government, Assurance that rights are
secure tends to diminish fear and jealousy of
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strong government, and by making us feel
safe to live under it makes for its better sup-
port. Without promise of a limiting Bill of
Rights it is doubtful if our Constitution could
have mustered enough strength to enable its
ratiflcation. To enforce those rights today is
not to choose weak government over strong
government, It is only to adhere as a- means
of strength to individual freedom of mind in
preference to officially disciplined uniformity
for which history indicates a disappointing
and disastrous end, . . .

“To believe that patriotism will not flourish
if patriotic cercmonies are voluntary and
spontaneous instead of a compulsory routine
is to make an unflattering estimate of the
appeal of our institutions to free minds. .. .
When they are so harinless to others or to
the State as those we deal with here, the
price is not too great. But freedom to differ
is not limited to things that do not matter
much. That would be a mere shadow of free-
dom. The test of its substance is the right to
differ as to thinge that touch the heart of the
existing order.”
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HAT is the relationship of

: the Christian to the State?

What should his attitude be

toward the government of the ha-

tion in which he lives? Does the Chris-
tian pose any threat to constituted author-
ity? How does he view national emblems?

It is well known that members of Chris-
tendom’s religions participate in ceremo-
nies involving national emblems as an out-
ward sign of loyalty, It is just as well
known that many of these same members
of Christendom’s religions have been, and
are, active agitators against those in au-
thorify in many lands. They are ofteri oui-
spoken critics of the ruler of their nation.
They have even instigated riots, plotted
the overthrow of established governments,
and successfully accomplished this in many
casges by violent revolution.

However, in this connection many in
governmental authority in all parts of the
earth have come to Jearn that there is a
group of Bible Christiang known as Jeho-
vah’s witnesses who take a different view
of their relationship to the governments
than do the majority of those who call
themselves Christians,

Attitude Toward Governments

The attitude that Jehovah's witnesses
take toward the State is derived in part
from Romans chapter 13 in the Bible,
There the command is given: “Be in sub-
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CONSCIENCE

THE STATE

jection to the superior
authorities, for there
is no authprity except
by God.”—Rom, 13:1.

Hence, Jehovah's
witnesses believe they
are under obligation
to Gad to obey the
ruling political author-
ities, so they do not
oppose the duly con-
stituted government,
They do not rise up in rebellion against
these authorities nor engage in subversive
activities, While they do not participate in
any ceremony that violates their Christian
conscience, neither do they interfere with
the patriotic or nationalistic programs of
any nation. They do not contest the right
of others to engage in such activities, nor
do they petition that such exercises be
eliminated from public places. So govern-
ment officials have nothing to fear from
Jehovah’s witnesses and should be happy
to know that these Christians will not take
part in any activity designed to subvert
their government, nor will they become
criminals and work against society.

Jehovah’s witnesses recognize that God's
Word, the Bible, requires that they be mod-
el citizens in behavior, leading clean, up-
right lives, Truly, they do as the Bible says
they should: “Render to all their dueg, to
him who calls for the tax, the tax; to him
who calls for the tribute, the tribute; to
him who calls for fear, such fear; to him
who calls for honor, such honor. Do not
you people be owing anybody a single
thing, except to love one ancther; for he
that loves his fellow man has fulfilled the
law.”—Rom, 13:7, 8.

What a contrast this peaceful, open and
honest course of life is compared to those
who seek to subvert the interests of the
State! Those engaged in subversive activi-
ties do not hesitate to disguise their aims

AWAKE!




by a display of patriotism. Even criminals

make a show of patriotism, but do not .

back up their words with lawful acts!

Conflict with God’s Law _
How do Jehovah's witnesses view the
matter when a government requires them
to do something that is contrary to their
Bible-based beliefs? They follow the pat-
tern of the first-century Bible Christians,
In the first century, the apostles were
ordered by the authorities on one occasion
to discontinue their divinely commanded
preaching. “In answer Peter and the other
apostles said: ‘We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.” " (Acts 5:29) The apos-
tles were not saying that men are not to
be obeyed at all. No, they knew that they
must be submissive to the superior author-
ities and “pay back, therefore, Caesar’s
things to Caesar,” as Jesus had instructed
them to do. (Matt, 22:21) However, they
also remembered the remainder of that
principle Jesus uttered, the part that is
often overlooked, when he added, “but
God's things to God.” When the political
authorities demanded that the early Chris-
tians violate their conscience, they con-
scientiously continued to pay back “God’s
things to God.” They would not give to the
State what belonged only to God.

Prominent among the difficulties the
early Christians had with the State was
when the emperors of Rome required more
honor than was due them, when this honor
actually became worship, What did Chris-
tians do? The book Those About to Die,
by D. P. Mannix, tells us this: “They re-
‘fused to sacrifice to the emperor’s genius
—~roughly equivalent today to refusing to
salute the flag or repeat the oath of alle-
giance. . . . Very few of the Christians re-
canted, although an altar with a fire burn-
ing on it was generally kept in the arena
-for their convenience, All a prisoner had
to do was scatter a pinch of incense on the
flame and he was given a Certificate of
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Sacrifice and tirned free, T was also care-

‘fully explained to him that he was not

worshiping the emperor; merely acknowl-
edging the divine character of the emperor
as head of the Roman state. Still, almost
no Christians availed themselves of the
chance to escape.”

Similar testimony is found in The Book
of Culture, by E, R. Peyser: “Rome had
become gradually full of people espousing
foreign cults, who on demand would swear
allegiance to the divine spirit of the em-
peror, The Christians, however, strong in
their faith, would take no such oath of loy-
alty . . . they did not swear allegiance to
what we would today consider as analo-
gous to the flag.”

Also, in the book A History of Civiliza-
tion, by Brinton, Christopher and Wolf¥,
this observation is made: ‘“To hold this
motley collection of peoples in a common
allegiance, to give them something like a
national flag as a symbol of this unity, the
emperor was deified, . . . The true Chris-
tian . . . could not bring himself to make
what to an outsider was merely a decent
gesture, like raising one’s hat today when
the flag goes by in a parade.”

The Roman government and many of
the people had difficulty understanding the
position of those early Christians and even
persecuted them. But those believers none-
theless maintained their stand because of
their conscience, That is the way Jeho-
vah’s witnesses view the matter today.
Where they conscientiously feel that the
law of a nation conflicts with God’'s law,
they continue to “obey God as ruler rather
than men,” and give “God’s things to God.”

In this connection, note what a famous
law writer said concerning the supremacy
of God’s law: “It is binding over all the
globe, in all countries, and at all times:
no human laws are of any validity, if con-
trary to this [God's law]; and such of
them as are valid derive all their force,
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and all their authority, mediately or im-
mediately, from this original.” He stated
that the revealed or divine laws “are to
be found only in the Holy Seriptures” and
forcefully added that ‘no human Ilaw
should be suffered to contradict these.”
—Blackstone’s Commentaries, Vol. 1, page
28,

Flag Salule

Jehovah’s witnesses do not participate
in saluting the flag of any nation, because
they regard this ceremony as a violation
of their Christian conscience, They regard
the flag as an image or representation of
the State. Flags also contain representa-
‘tions of things in the heavens, such as
stars, as well as things on earth and under
the water. Therefore, performing an act
toward such, as bowing or saluting, is con-
sidered by Jehovah’s witnesses to be a vio-
lation of the second commandment, re-
corded in the Bible at Exodus 20:4, 5,
which states: *“You must not make for
yourself a carved image or a form like
anything that is in the heavens above or
that is on the earth underneath or that is
in the waters under the earth. You must
not bow down to them nor be induced to
serve them, because I Jehovah your God
am a God exsHeting exclusive devotion.”
Similar commandments are found in the
Christian Greek Scriptures, for example, at
1 Corinthians 10:14, which says: “There-
fore, my beloved ones, flee from idolatry.”
(See als¢ 1 John 5:21.)

Some may object and say that flags are
not religlous in nature, so worship is not
involyed. But the point here is that, while
it may not be regarded as religious by
someone else, it is regarded as religious by
Jehovah's witnesses. It should not seem
strange when one group views a matter
as religious and others do not. Catholics
do not eat meat on Friday for religious
reasons—Dbecause it would be a violation of
their conscience. Orthodox Jews do not
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work on the Sabbath for the same reason.
Hindus do not eat cows, because they view
them as sacred and it would be against
their conscience. Would anyone compel a
devout Moslem to eat pork, or nefuse him
the right to fast during Ramadan?

Those who do not belong to the religions
mentioned do not regard such actions as
violations of their own consciences, so they
eat meat on Friday, work on the Sabhath,
and eat beef and pork. Some have images
in their places of worship, while others do
not, But it is well recognized that the gov-
ernment of any enlightened country would
not compel people who do hold to these he-
liefs to violate their conscience.

Lands that uphold freedom do not in-
sist that everyone's religious views con-
form to their ideas. They know that fore-
ing one to salute a flag that stands for
freedom would represent gross disregard
for the high principles of the nation on the
part of those endeavoring to deprive oth-
ers of their religious freedom. It would be
a far greater evidence that the flag does
indeed stand for freedom if persons who
for religious reasons declined to salute it
were granted that freedom, especially so
when they do not speak and act in such
a way as to show disrespect for the gov-
ernment for which the flag stands.

Also, one should not think that the be-
lief of Jehovah's witnesses about the flag
salute as being religious has no foundation.
The Encyclopeedia Britannica states that
“early flags were almost purely of religious
character,” (1946, Vol. 9, page 343) The
Encyclopedia Americana says; “The flag, .
like the cross, is sacred. . ., . The rules

. and regulations relative to human attitude

toward national standards use strong, ex-
pressive words, as ‘Service to the Flag,', ..
‘Reverence for the Flag,’ ‘Devotion to the
Flag.’ ""—1942, Vol. 11, page 316.

Note, too, the following statement by
D. W. Brogan, in The American Character:
“Mr, Carlton Hayes [educator and histori-
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an] pointed out long ago that the ritual
of the flag-worship and oath-taking in an
American school is a religious observance,
Little boys and girls, in a school from
which religion in the old sense is barred,
solemnly rising each morning and reciting
together the ‘American’s Creed’ are per-
forming a religious exercise as truly as if
they began the day with ‘I believe in God
the Father Almighty’ or asserted that
‘There is no God but God.’"” He added:
“That these daily rituals are religious has
been at last affirmed by the Supreme
Court. It should be borne in mind that Je-
hovah’s witnesses do respect the flag, even
though they refrain for religious reasons
from saluting it. They show their respect
by their exemplary attitude toward the
rulers and by obedience to the law of the
land,

Many nations throughout the earth to-
day where there is freedom of worship
have recognized the conscientious beliefs
of these Bible Christians, and their right
to worship according to the dictates of
their conscience is protected. Force is not
used to try to make them engage in fag-
salute ceremaonies, For example, The Court
of Appeals of Ontario, Canada, in Donald
v. Board of Education (1945), Ontario Re-
ports 518, protected the right of jehovah's
witnesses to refuse to engage in the flag
ceremony. And the Supreme Court of the
United States in the case of West Virginia
State Board of PBEducation v. Barnetle
{1943) held that children of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses should not be expelled from school
for refusal to salute the flag. Thus it
should not seem strange for any country
where there is freedom of worship to al-
low Jehoval's witnesses to continue to en-
joy that freedom even if their conscience
does not allow them to participate in a
flag-salute ceremony.

Those who profess to be Christians and
who insist that Jehovah's witnesses salute
the flag of their nation would do well to
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ask themselves thig question: If Jesus had
been on earth in our time which flag would
he have saluted? '

National Anthem

National anthems are, in part at least,
hymns or prayers set to music and give
expression to petitions or praise to God.
Some extol previous wars, In either case,
participating in ceremonies connected with
the anthem constitutes for Jehovah’s wit-
nesses a religious act that they cannot per-
form. Standing when the anthem is played,
or a similar act, carries with it a signifi-
cance similar to saluting a flag,

In ancient Babylon the government
promulgated a law requiring all persons
to bow hefore a certain image. At what
signal? The account says: ‘At the time that
you hear the sound of the horn, the pipe,
the zither, the triangular harp, the stringed
instrument, the bagpipe and all sorts of
musical instruments, you fall’ down and
worship the image.” (Dan. 3:5) Yes, this
act of worship toward a state image was
performed to the accompaniment of music,
but faithful worshipers of Jehovah God dld
not participate. The parallel to what oc-
curs when the national anthem is played
is so striking to Jehovah’s witnesses that
they do not perform such act, even though
others may not regard it as religious and
may feel free to participate in such cere-
monies,

Responaibility of the State

It is in the interests of the State to up-
hold religious freedom, even where pa-
triotism is involved. A state that compels
its citizens to violate their religious and
moral convictions does not foster respect
for the compelling authority. Such conduct
dishonors the State. Instead, enlightened
leaders do as those in some African coun-
tries, where the authorities have consulted
with Jehovah’s witnesses in order to work
out acceptable arrangements when such
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issues arise. As a result, some have ar-
ranged to permit school-age children to be
excused from the flag-salute exercise, thus
sparing them difficulty and also eliminat-
ing the possibility that any of the other
children will be influenced.

A nation should be proud to have among
its citizens people who have high moral
traits, a people whase religion teaches
them to live peacefully and to be obedient
to law and order. Such ones do not drain
the resources of the nation by engaging in

HE African continent in
this twentieth century has
been the scene of greater
change than any other part of
the earth, Many of its inhabit-
ants have been virtually catapulted
from a rural village life into the hus-
tle and bustle of large industrialized
communities. Languages, for long
limited to the spoken word, have tak-
en on new life as written languages,
opening up new fields of learning and
knowledge, Men from remote villages
have traveled into the towns, worked
in manufacturing plants or in gold or
copper mines, and then returned
home with new ideas and a changed sense
of values. Some have stayed on in the cities
to form a new class of African, one that is
hreaking with the ties of tribal custom
and adopting more of the Western way of
life, though not necessarily to his benefit.
Others have left their own lands and trav-
eled to Europe, Russia and the United
States to be educated in universities and
to return home with enlarged horizons of
knowledge often radically different from
the traditional outlook of their own people.
In earlier centuries there came into
the continent explorers, missionaries, min-
ers, engineers, businessmen, administra-
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subversive actlvities or committing erimes
that make larger police forces necessary
and thus require the diverting of money
that could be used to help lift the living
standards of the people instead.

Yes, Jehovah's witnesses, Bible Chris-
tians, are commanded to be submissive to
the State, They do so because of their con-
science trained by their study of God’s
word, the Bible, But when the State asks
them to viclate their conscience, this they
cannot do,

tors and, of course, fortune hunters. As a
consequence, large European communities
have grown up in many of the lands of
Africa, and European conceptions of life,
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of social behavior and of political govern-
ment have made their appearance, with no
little effect on the local peoples. Over the
years the continent was divided up by the
colonial powers and the different areas
were subjected to a wide variety of politi-
cal development. Sooner or later in each
territory the passion for nationalism and
independence asserted itself, and, one after
another, territories have become self-
governing. Some, though not without a
struggle, have achieved this more or less
painlessly. For others, birth as indepen-
dent nations has proved to be a bloody and
terrible ordeal. Still other territories stand
on the brink of nationhood, with time yet
to show what the change will mean for
their peoples.

Such factors of change inevitably pro-
duce frictions, doubts, insecurity and per-
plexity. To help the African people meet
the challenge of change, the world powers
have offered much in morey, men and
equipment,
promoted as far as resources permit. Train-
ing is being given to Africans as teachers,
lawyers, doctors and administrators. Ef-
forts are being made to improve the stan-
dard of living, to train the farmer in better
use of the soil and in water conservation,
But are these things enough to solve Afri-
ca's problems? What, in fact, do the peo-
ple of Russia, Europe, America, or, for
that matter, any of the so-called civilized
nations Know of peace, of having security
and a sense of well-being and of g confi-
dent hope for the future? Just ag world
leaders who view things practically and
not through rose-colored spectacles can
see no solution for their problems on a
world scale in the immediate future, so
none of them have yet come up with any
practical solution for Africa’s problems,
and from the human viewpoint these prob-
lems seem to be insoluble,

Indeed, one who has lived in Africa for
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Secular education is being

any length of time and is familiar with
the tremendous difficultles facing the emer-
gent nations and who has faith in God as
the Creator is forced to the conclusion
that only by divine help can the goal of
real peace and unity be obtained for Afri-
ca, and, for that matter, for the rest of
the world. This is indeed the message of
the Bible: That in due time God's kingdom
wil] unite all mankind. On the basis of that
hope millions have prayed the Lord's
prayer, repeating the words: “Let your
kingdom come.” It is in this connection
that Jehovah’s withesses are doing much
to aid the African people. In some thirty-
six countries of the African continent, with
literature printed in about seventy lan-
guages used by the people there, Jehovah’s
witnesses are preaching “this good news
of the kingdom” of God to the people of
Africa.—Matt. 6:10; 24:14.

Overcoming llliteracy

While this preaching activity gives a
confident hope for the future, it also leads
to very practical benefits to the African
people right now. Take, for example, the
matter of adult literacy. Appreciating the
importance of persons being able to read
the Bible as well as hear the spoken word,
Jehovah's witnesses have undertaken an
extensive program of adult literacy train-
ing for those showing interest in the Bi-
ble's message. For example, during the
vears 1961 and 1962 a total of 3,930 were
taught to read in the countries of North-
ernt and Southern Rhodesia and Nyasaland.
During that same period 1,250 were taught
to read by Jehovah's witnesses in Nigeria,

On examining the situation in smaller
communities, especially in rural areas
where the proportion of illiteracy is nor-
mally higher than in the towns, it is often
observed that where Jehovah’s witnesses
are active the proportion of literates
among them is considerably higher than
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- among others of the community, even
though these may be associated with other
religious organizations. For instance, a re-
cent check by impartial observers among
people of one African tribe revealed the
following: Of the male witnesses of Jeho-
vah in the area, 87 percent could read,
while only 39.7 percent of the other males
could do so. Of the vromen, 39 percent of
the Witnesses could read as against 7.7
percent of the remaiider. It is not sur-
prising, then, to find that a government
officer in Ghana was £3 impressed by the
efforts of one of the congregations of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses in teaching others to read
that he was moved to say: “Indeed you
are a different people. If your spirit was
manifested in other organizations, this
country would soon have less illiterates.”

Taking On Increased Responsibility

Such training not only opens up the Bi-
ble to the literate person but also enables
him to advance in other ways. In the local
congregations of Jehovah's witnesses he
finds that many provisions are made to
help him advance to Christian maturity.
There are free ministry schools where
training is given in how to read expres-
sively from the Bible, how to present ex-
temporaneous Bible talks and how to apply
the principles of teaching., Many Africans
who have benefited from such training
now serve as overseers in congregations.
Others have been able to arrange their
affairs to enter the full-time ministry and
are serving as traveling circuit ministers
and district ministers.

Sound training in Bible principles pro-
duces men who are trustworthy and re-
liable, and this not only helps them to
fulfll Christian obligations in the congre-
gation, but logically equips them to be
betier workers in their places of employ-
ment and to take on increased responsi-
bility. For example, there is a big move

22

toward advancing Africans to handle jobs
previously held by Europeans. This is es-
pecially true in industrial undertakings
such as the copper mines pf Northern
Rhodesia, Africans selected for such spe-
cialized training and advancement are of-
ten called “advancees.” At the Roan An-
telope Copper Mine at Luanshya, Northern
Rhodesia, the number of adult male wit-
nesses of Jehovah in 1958 was not more
than 2 or 3 percent of the labor force, Yet
for that same year it is reported that 29.4
percent of the “advancees” at that mine
were Jehovah’s witnesses.

In their book, Christians of the Copper-
belt, John V. Taylor and Dorothea A, Leh-
mann report on a study they made of social
developments and religious movements in
the Northern Rhodesian Copperbelt, a
study sponsored by the International Mis-
sionary Council. On the matter of dependa-
bility and behavior they make this com-
ment: “African teachers and welfare
workers whose education enables them to
have a more detached point of view said,
‘Watchtower [Jehovah’s witnesses]l are
vary reliable people and punctuzal, They
have good discipline and do not drink too
much., These virtues were also practised
in the Nchanga groups. We found themn
surprisingly contrasting in this respect
with most other groups. When they invited
us to meet them, they were to be found in
the given place, and started and closed
small choir practices, as well as big Sun-
day meetings, exactly on time. A young
African businessman who had come from -
the Copperbeit to build a store in a village

. , and was looking around for a wife,
told us, ‘Watchtower succeeds more than
other churches in keeping people to a good
standard of behavior. In this area not
many girls are in Watchtower, but if you
find one she is sure to be an honest girl.
Watchtower parents do more to help young
people in their homes.”
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Bullding Up Family Life

The happiness of men and women de-
pends to a great extent on how they get
along together as family units. This is the
basic unit of society. However, the struc-
ture of the family and the attitude of its
members to one another vary from coun-
try to country and from people to people.
The Bible sets the perfect standard, and
living in harmony with that standard is
certain to lead to happy reilationships.

Jehovah’s witnesses in Africa are not
trying to impose European or Western
standards of marriage on the African peo-
ple, but they are trying to help them to
meet God's own standards, so that they
may gain His approval and also enjoy to
the full the blessings of marriage accord-
ing to Christian principles, Have they been
successful in this? The writers of Chris-
tians of the Copperbelt comment: “The
Watchtower families we learnt to know
seem to be exceptionally well-adjusted and
happy together.” “This attitude of man
and woman working together in their fam-
ily units was very obvious in the homes
of Watchtower members we visited. The
women took their place in the meeting and
in discussion without any embarrassment
or the usual reluctance to speak, While it
was rather difficult in most other congre-
gations to find out who was married to
whom, because hushands and wives neither
come to the church together nor sat to-
gether during the service, the Watchtower
families were easily recognized in their
meetings as little clusters of father, moth-
er and children.”

Unity from True Worship
The practical benefits of'_the Bible edu-
cational work of Jehovah’s witnesses are

not limited to just the family circle, The
practical application of the Scriptural com-
mand to ‘love your neighbor as yourself’
not only helps persons to strengthen the
bonds within the family circle, but is able
to overcome other barriers that often lead
to fear and even hatred. So it is that, de-
spite the explosive forces of tribalism, ra-
cialism and nationalism, Jehovah's wit-
nesses in Africa have been able to bring
people of all tribes and races together in
peace and unity and common understand-
ing. An outstanding testimony to this fact
has been the series of assemblies held
throughout Africa during the early part
of this year. Attendances of 14,117 in Gha-
na, 56,068 in Nigeria, 19,332 in South
Africa, 10,261 in Nyasaland, 12,880 in
Scuthern Rhodesia and 24,551 in Northern
Rhodesia, besides smaller gatherings in
other countries, gave proof that the one
thing that can unite people of many tribes
and races without fear and hatred is the
common hond of the true worship of the
one God and Creator, Jehovah.

Yes, here is the one and only way to
unity, peace, happiness and a sure future
in life—the worship of the true God In
spirit and in truth, It is this worship that
Jehovah's witnesses preach and uphold in
Africa as they do in other continents, It
is their earnest desire that many more of
the people of Africa will yet learn what
true worship means, that they may now
find the practical value of living in har-
mony with God’'s Word, the Bible, and be
assured of the blessings of everlasting 1ife
in a New World, forever free from the per-
plexities and perils of this present system
of things.

o=
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By an experienced skin diver

ACH new summer sees thousands of
initiates donning the mask, “snorkel”
and “fins” for a journey into the under-
water world. From the frigid north, where
enthusiasts may have to chop a hole in
the ice, to the tropics, where the water
may be too hot for comfort, they plunge
into this strange and fascinating world
where their bodies become almost weight-
less, where they instantly become “free as
a bird” and where they are able to move
in any direction—up, down, or around--
with a kick of a fin, For the most part,
this is a silent world. No screeching brakes,
no doors slamming, ho people talking down
here, but a world where creatures move
and glide about apparently without sound.
There are exceptions, of course, and you
quickly learn to recognize a few, such as
the whir of a -passing motorhoat or the
clicking of a snapping shrimp tucked
somewhere in a coral reef. But the excep-
tions to the stillness of this silent world
are few, This and the wonder of discovery
are drawing many to skin diving,
Man is not well adapted to life under
water, but with a few simple pieces of
equipment he can feel relatively comfort-

able. The mask or face plate allows him
to see clearly, though magnified, without
the discomfort of water in his eyes. The
short “snorkel” tube is so he can breathe
with his head under the water and not
have to be continually raising up for air,
thus allowing him to concentrate on an ob-
ject and Kkeep it in view while still being
able to breathe. The fins on his feet are
for greater movement; they enable him to
swim with less effort.

When we speak of a “skin diver,” we
usually have this simple equipment in
mind. However, there is also the “scuba
diver,” who is a person having along with,
him some type of portable breathing
equipment, Many divers prefer to forego
the breathing apparatus and train thems-
selves to dive with a lungful of air and
surface more  often, They feel it gives
them greater freedom of movement, There
is less expense involved and there are few-
er dangers, When diving with the “scuba”
(self-contained underwater breathing ap-
paratus), one has the added danger of
equipment failure, Especially is this true




of homemade eguipment. It is a very un-
pleasant sensation to be suddenly without
air in this foreign element. Often it is the
diver, though, who is at fault for equip-
ment failure, usually because of careless-
ness or lack of understanding. Breathing
with the “scuba” involves many body
changes and, unless one thoroughly under-
stands these, he can quickly find himself
in trouble. So “scuba” diving takes train-
ing in order to assure safe diving.

As with any sport, there are rules to be
learned in skin diving, and these are es-
sential. First, you should be physically fit
and a good swimmer. You should learn to
use basic equipment in shallow water and
you should swim with a “buddy.” After
you have mastered the mask, *snorkel”
and “fins,” you must still learn to equalize
pressure in your ears and sinus cavities
before diving down very far. This is true
of the swimmer as well as the diver, be-
cause one can rupture an eardrum in less
than ten feet of water. As you descend
yvou will feel discomfort, so the pressure
must be equalized to avoid damage to the
ears as well as to the sinus cavities. The
reason is that the deeper you dive, the
more pressure the water is exerting on the
outside of your head. It is the opposite of
what happens when you fly in an air-
plane. The solution is the same in both
cases: simply swallow. However, it may be
necessary at times to hold the nostrils
closed and gently blow into them, thus
forcing the air through and equalizing
pressure inside and outside the head.
It is a very dangerous practice to wear
earplugs when diving, as they may trap
air between themselves and the eardrum,
perhaps causing the eardrum eventually to
burst. Contests are to be avoided, whether

they are for depth diving or distance swim-
ming. Tiring the body may prove to be
fatal when diving. A maximum depth of
twenty-five feet is a good limit for most
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divers; you will enjoy more and see more
in shallow depths anyway, Pick safe wa-
ter to do your diving. Avoid water that is
muddy or has swift currents or debris in it.
Always use the “buddy” system, two or
more together. It has been wisely said that
good divers are like fish, they trave] in
schools,

The Scuba

Although the use of underwater breath-
ing apparatus was experimented with be-
fore the turn of the century, it was not
until 1943 that the first “aqualung” was
tested off the coast of France by its co-
inventor, J. Y. Cousteau. Since that time
scuba equipment has progressed in design
and availability by leaps and bounds, until
today there are many reliable types on the
market Scuba diving has physical princi-
ples all its own to be learned. One may be
an excellent diver with the mask; still he
is not ready to strap on a tank and make
his maiden scuba dive. First comes instruc-
tion by a competent teacher. There are
psychological and physical dangers that
come from pressurized breathing, and he
should be informed of these by someone
who thoroughly understands and may have
experienced them. The three most common
dangers are air embolism, caisson disease
and nitrogen narcosis.

Air embolism is a term used for the
overexpansion of the lungs, It is probably
second only to drowning as a cause of death
among divers, It is caused by holding your
breath when ascending to the surface after
a dive, and it can happen to a diver who
has breathed from the scuba at a depth
of six feet or more. Air expands as the
pressure decreases. When a diver ascends
to the surface the pressure around him is
lessening as he comes up, but the air he
breathed from the scuba below was under
great pressure, If this air is not released
by exhaling air from the lungs, small air
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sacs and blood vessels in the lungs will
rupture and the lungs may burst. So the
diver must never hold his breath while
using the scuba. He should breath normal-
1y and ascend slowly at about twenty-five
feet & minute, A diver using just a mask
with no breathing equipment, of course,
does not have this danger. He filled his
lungs at the surface, so the air cannot ex-
pand to a greater volume when he returns
to the surface. _

Calsgon disease (the bends) is another
serious danger. Cousteau, in his book The
Rilent World, comments on this: ‘“The
bends, or caisson disease, is a painful, erip-
pling and sometimes fatal affliction of div-
ers, of which the first notable medical ob-
servation was made on the sandhogs who
worked in dry pressurized shafts to dig the
pier excavations of the Brooklyn Bridge.
The workers often came up in tortured bod-
ily positions which reminded their mates of
a feminine posture fad of the moment called
‘the Grecian bend.’ Ever since then this
terrible and eas:ly averted accident has
been called ‘the bends.’” Tt is caused by
nitrogen gas dissolving in the blood in too
great a solution as a result of being down
too long. Or a diver may also come up too
fast and thus liberate nitrogen gas bubbles
into his bloodstream. In either case, the
expanding nitrogen gas can cause great
pain throughout the body. A diver cannot
get “the bends” if he does not exceed about
thirty-foot depths. If he wishes to dive
deeper, then he must learn special decom-
pression rules that will enable him to avoid
this danger. _

Nitrogen narcosis is the term used to
describe an effect of greater depths that is
similar to alcoholic intoxieation, and it can
be disastrous io a diver. You can imagine
" what a drunken man might do trying to
handle equipment at about a hundred feet
under water, The diver is apt to lose his
better judgment and do the wrong thing, or
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perhaps nothing at all, which might be
worse, especially if the situation calls for
quick thinking. He may strip off his face
mask and gallantly offer it to a passing fish.
Such is the unbalanced mental state of a
diver under nitrogen narcosis, Some per-
sons feel it is caused by carbon-dioxide gas
acting on the central nervous system, but
the cause is still being studied. Prevention
is the only cure here, so do not make these
deep dives unless you are prepared to cope
with this effect.

Saltwater Diving

The dangers of marine life in salt water
require the diver there to be even more
alert, Perhaps the most contrgversial and
feared sea “‘mc :ster” is Mr. Shark, and
not without cause, for there are several
species that have been reported to have
attacked swimmers and divers. Among
them are the great white shark, the mako,
the tiger and the hammerhead species. So
some precaution should be taken when div-
ing in water where sharks have been seen.
For example, diving in the early morning
or late evening should be avoided, because
sharks are thought to be more aggressive
at these times. The frantic struggles and
the blood of a dying fish attract sharks, so
¥ou should boat your catch as soon as pos-
sible if you are spearing fish. Murky wa-
ter is also one of the main factors in shark
attacks. The shark may mistake you for
his normal dinner. Again the “buddy” sys-
tem is best, A diver in the boat or on the
land posted as a lookout is a good idea, as
well as always swimming in pairs. If you
should encounter a large shark try not to
panic, but remember: man is not normal
food for sharks and you are a strange crea-
ture to him. So you should face him, and
if he does not soon leave, then you should.
Swim slowly (under water as much as pos-
sible) to the nearest safety, still keeping an
eye on him as much as you can.
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There are many methods offered to
frighten sharks, but none of them have
proved to be satisfactory in all cases,
Sharks are simply unpredictable; it is al-
ways best to make a retreat if they do not.
One should never try to outswim or out-
fight a shark. The writer recently caught
and killed a small

and you will enjoy the marvels that it
contains with greater safety.

Skin Diving in the Bahamas

Warm waters, shallow banks and clear,
unhindered vision coupled with colorful
shoals and reefs make skin diving in

nurse shark, After
breaking a steel blade
trying to cut the
hide, the conclusicn
was reached that to
have staged an un-
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derwater battle with
this creature would probably have ended
in disaster.

The great barracuda has also earned the
respect of divers throughout the world. In
many parts of the Caribbean he is feared
more than the shark. His boldness and vi-
cious look have sent many a person scram-
bling out of the water. There have been
many authenticated reports of barracuda
attacks., Again, speared fish and murky
water are two of the main causes. Also,
shiny objects such as metal buckles, watch-
es and rings have accounted for many at-
tacks. So do not wear bright reflecting
objects when diving in “cuda” water, Nor-
mally he is just a curious fish and may
follow a diver or circle him for long peri-
ods with no harm done, but with this fish,
wariness is the watchword.

In holes, cracks of rocks and coral for-
mation, you will find the home of the
moray eel, and he does not cater to un-
invited guests. Keep your hands out! He
is not one to go looking for trouble, but
when it comes he may meet it teeth first,
and he can inflict a very serious wound.
8o learn to use caution when diving in the
salt water. Show respect for its inhabitants

spellbound at the
multicolored coral and endless variety of
tropical fish. He may be completely sur-
rounded by different species of such color-
ful company. However, a quick movement
will send them scurrying away in a blur,
so if he remains motionless he can stay
with them and observe their graceful mo-
tions and their sometimes comical antics.

Off Andros Island in the Bahamas group
lies a long living coral reef, the largest in
the Atlantic Qeean and the second-largest
in the world, bowing only to the Great
Barrier Reef of Australia, This is a skin
diver’s paradise and has everything the
diver dreams of—sunken wrecks for the
treasure hunter and explorer, big game
fish for the spear fisherman, blue holes in
the ocean floor for the cave diver, crystal-
clear water for the photographer, a wide
selection for those who make a study of
the sea, and much to thrill the touring
sightseer.

For centuries men have wished for a
safe way to enter the underwater world of
the sea. The skin diver is perhaps only a
forerunner of those who will successfully
invade this silent world where new discov-
eries are already being made about the re-
sources of our earth and the endless beauty
of creation.
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IR WORD IS 'rau-r

INSPIRATION AND INDIVIDUALITY
OF BIBLE WRITERS

HE sacred Scriptures, the Holy Bible,

repeatedly claims to be inspired by
God. To quote just one of its claims:
“Prophecy was at no time brought by
man’s will, but men spoke from God as
they were borne along by holy spirit.”
—2 Pet. 1:21,

In inspiring these men to write for him
God did not make them mere automatons,
like so many tape recorders, but elicited
their conscious cooperation. Each writer
made use of what education and natural
endowments he had to express the ideas
God gave him to put down, and he was
stimulated and strengthened, enlightened
and guided by God’s holy spirit. In choos-
ing his penmen Jehovah God, without
doubt, took into consideration their nat.
urs: qualifications, if not first preparing
them for their assignment,

Any outstanding secular education, how-
ever, such as Moses, Paul and Luke had,
was af best only secondary. God's guiding
spirit was indispensable, directing what to
write and even what not to write. Thus in
Bible times it was believed that the earth
was flat and the center of the universe, yet
neither of these errors crept into the RBible.
On the contrary, it shows that the earth
is round and suspended in space. Only
God’s guiding spirit can account for this,
—Job 26:7; Isa. 40:22.

Jesus told his apostles that the holy
spirit would bring things. to their remem-
brance, and this was especially true of
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Matthew and John in their writing down
the things that Jesus had said and done.
Still, in recording their Gospels, they were
allowed a measure of freedom. To illus-
trate: In referring to the theme of Jesus’
ministry, Matthew more than thirty times
speaks of “the kingdom of the heavens,”
yet this expression is not found in the rest
of the Christian Greek Scriptures. With all
the other writers it is “the kingdom of
God.”—John 14:286.

What is the explanation? Most likely
Jesus used both terms interchangeably,
and each Gospel writer chose that form
that best suited his purpose. Matthew, as
a devout Jew writing for Jews and expect-
ing the Messianic kingdom from the heav-
ens, would quite naturally refer to it as
“the. kingdom of the heavens.” The others,
writing with Gentile readers in mind,
would think of it as “the kingdom of God.”
Such clothing of ideas with slightly dif-
ferent words did no violence to the truth,
as indeed it was both “the kingdom of the
heavens” and “the kingdom of God.”
—Matt, 4:17; Luke 4:43; John 3:3.

An especially striking example of indi-
viduality appearing in Bible writing is that
by Luke. His two books are so distinctive
that there can be no question that both
were written by the same person, namely,
Luke. How so? Because in both of these
books medical terms abound, many of
which are found in no other book of the
Christian Greek Scriptures, stamping the
writer as a physician, which is what Luke
was, More than that, he obviously let his
individuality as a sympathetic physician
influence his choice of material, Or per-
haps more accurately stated, God chose
him to write this Gospel because he had
these qualifications.—Col. 4:14,

Similarly, but in a less pronounced way,
Matthew's Gospel reveals the tax collector,
He makes many references to numbers and
t0 money values. He alone mentions the
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fact that the disciple Joseph of Arimathea,
in whose tomb the body of Jesus was laid,
was a rich man. What was more important
for Mark and Luke was that this Joseph
was a member of the Sanhedrin, and Luke
makes a point of the fact that this Joseph
“had not voted in support of their design
and action” to kill Jesus. John, however,
felt it necessary to add that this Joseph
“was a disciple of Jesus but a secret one
out of his fear of the Jews.” All accounts
were inspired, but all were from different
viewpoints, so we get a rounded-cut pic-
ture.—Matt. 27:57; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:
50, 51; John 19:38.

The writings of the apostle Paul furhish
another example of Bible writers’ individ-
uality. That these contain the clearest and
finest examples of reasoning and logic on
the part of God's penmen is no mere acci-
dent. It is what we should expect from a
man educated in the Law, a member of the
sect of the Pharisees and doubtless also
belonging to the Jewish supreme court, the
Sanhedrin. How convincingly he argues
for being declared righteous by faith and
for a resurrection of the dead! More than
that, in his writings we have perhaps the
most striking example of the liberty grant-
ed the inspired writers. Thus at 1 Corin-
thians chapter 7 he distinguishes between
what God commanded and his own opin-
ion based on a knowledge of God’'s will:
“Concerning virgins I have no command
from the Lord, but I give my opinion as
one who had mercy shown him by the Lord
to be faithful.”—1 Cor. 7:25.

Worthy of note also are the modesty and
brotherly love of the Gospel writers. Only
Matthew identifies himself as a tax coi-
lector; others refer to him as Levi when
mentioning his former occupation., (Matt,
9:9-12; 10:3; Mark 2:14-17; Luke 5:27-
‘32) Then there is John, who never refers
to himself by name in his Gospel. Therein
“John” means John the Baptist and so the
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name “John the Baptist” does not appear
in John’s writings. He refers to himself in
various other ways, as one of the sons of
Zebedee, as the disciple whom Jesus loved
or for whom he had affection or simply as
“another disciple” that “was known to the
high priest.” At the same time John is the
only Gospel writer who does not refer to
the mother of Jesus as Mary.—John 1:15;
13:23; 18:15; 20:2; 21:2,

A word of caution, however, should be
expressed in this matter of individuality
of Bible writers. It would be unwise to let
a mere matter of individuality influence
us to reject the plain statements of the
Scriptures. Thus some claim that the bock
of Revelation could not have been written
by John since it is not written in his style,
But let it be noted that in this book John
says very little on his own initiative., The
book consists almost entirely of what John
was told to write down for the seven con-
gregations in Asia Minor or visions he saw.,
In writing Revelation John was more like
one of the copyists that the other apostles,
such as Paul and Peter, used to do their
writing for them, whereas in his Gospel
and three letters he used more of his own
expressions.—Rom. 16:22; 1 Pet, 3:12;
Rev. 1:11. :

Truly the foregoing examples throw
light on the role that individuality of the
writers played in the writing of the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures, More examples
could be given, including some from the
Hebrew Scriptures, where a comparison of
Jeremiah the prophet with Ezra the priest
is especially enlightening, as found in the
two books of Kings and the two books of
Chronicies, While God’s spirit no longer
inspires men to write Scripture, it does en-
lighten and strengthen Jehovah's servants
today to do the work God has for them
to do. And now again one’s individual char-
acteristics are not ignored, but it permits
each cne to use his capabilities to-the full.
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Around-the-World Assembly

Opens in Milwaukee
@® On June 30 the Around-the-
World Assembly of Jehovah's
wlitnesses opened in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, with the at
tendance rising to an unexpect-
ed 30,799 by the close of the
first day. Representatives were
on hand from 49 states in the
United States, some coming
even from Alaska and Hawaii.
Not only were many of the
delegates scheduled to travel
with the assembly to other
lands, but many of them had
come from abroad—ifourteen
foreign countries being repre-
sented right from the start,
On the opening day, speak-
ing on the subject “The World
—God’s Field of Wark,” F. W.
Franz, vice-president of the
Watch Tower Society, de-
clared: “It has always been
the desire of Jehovah's wit-
nesses to do away with any
mental confusion as regards
God’s Word." Much will be
accomplished in carrying out
that deslre this summer as Je-
hovah’'s witnesses and other
persons of goodwill convene
in twenty-four cities around
the world. Public ihterest in
the assembly was evident right
from the start in the fact that
by the opening day the public
press had already carried over
seven thousand column-inches
of reports on this remarkable
Christian assembly,
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School Prayer Barred

& Prior to the recent Su-
preme Court decision, thirty-
seven of the fifty states in
the United States had au-
thorlzed Bible reading and the
Lord’s Prayer as part of
regular public school devo-
tional exercises. On June 17
the U.5. high court ruledq,
& to 1, that it is unconstitu-
tional for a state or govern-
mental unit to require such
devotional exercises. Justice
Tom C, Clark, writing for the
majiorlty, stated that in mat-
ters of religion the govern- -
ment must remain neutral
‘“We have come to recognize
through bitter experience,” he
said, “that it is not within the
power of government to in-
vade that citadel, whether itg
purpose or effect be to aid or
oppose, to advance or retard,
In the relationship between
man and religion, the state is
firinly ¢committed to a position
of neutrality.” For the most
part, Roman Catholics viewed
the declsion with alarm, while
Protestant churches appeared
in favor. Justice Stewart was
the lone dissenter.

on the fifth ballot, only 41
hours after the 80 cardinals
from 29 countries were sealed
off in the heart of Vatican
City. Only five conclaves in
the last four centurles had
been shorter., Within 24 hours
of his election, the new Cath-
olic head announced his inten-
tion of continuing the Ecu-
menical Council of the Roman
Catholic Church that had been
adjourned last December, He
Is described as a lberal.

Lenkemin Drug

@ A new drug called hydroxy-
urea was found helpful in
treating patients with granulo-
cytic leukemia, a cancerous
blood disease. Science News
LZetter for June B8, 1963, page
355, said the drug “noticeably
helped three of six patients
with granulocytic leukemia.”
Of the three patients with the
disease who ‘‘responded well”
to the drug, two have returned
to normnal employment. But
the scientists were quick to
point out that they are not
considered cured, The third
patient who responded to hy-
droxyurea treatments died of
viral hepatitis.

“Hot Line” Accord

® An agreement to establish
a “hot line” emergency com-
munications cable between the
Soviet Union and the United
States was signed on June 20.
In the event of international
tension the line would ba used
to make sure an accidental
war would not erupt. U.S,
President Kennedy hailed the
agreement as “a first step to
help reduee the risk of war
occurring by accident or mis-
calculation,” He also called it
“a limited but practical step
forward in arms control and

. disarmament.” Now to move

Montinl Elected Pope

4@ On June 21 Giovanni Rats
tigta Cardinal Montini, arch-
bishop of Milan, was elected
Supreme Pontiff of the Roman
Catholic Church. Montini, who
is 65 years old, will reign as
Pope Paul VI, He wasg clected

beyond this flrst step into the
second, who will be first?

Buddhists Riot

@ On June 11 Buddhist priest
Quang Duc burned himself to
death in a street of Saigon,
while thousands watched. An-
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other Buddhist monk thweat-
erned to do the same, A third
said that he would disembowel
hirnzelt. These horroras were
symptoms of a rellgious strug-
gle in Vietnam that erupted
inte rioting. The gist af the
trouble, sald U.5. News &
World Report, June 24, is that
the Buddhists believe that
they are diseriminated against.
President Ngo Dinh Diem de-
nies the charges. President
Diem and many memnbers of
his government are Roran
Catholics, The South Vietnam
population is 80 percent Bud-
dhist. On June 16 tanks, tear
gas and barbed wire were used
{o guell the rioting.

A Catholic Castigated

&® On June 10 a Roman Cath.
olle magistrate, Charles Fas-
sell, gave a stiff tongue-lashing
and $100 fine to Myron Dorosh,
37, for assaulting one of Je-
hovah’'s witnesses. Evidence
showed that the Witness, 66-
year-old Mrs. Mazur, and her
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daughter were engaged in the
hquseto-house ministry, Do.
rgsh invitéd them into his
house. When they refused fo
enter, he threw the &6-year-old
Witness off his veranda, Ac-
cording to the Toronto (Can.)
Daily Star, June 11, the judge
told Dorosh: “In this country,
we are supposed to subscribe
to freedom of worship; that
means anyone can practise
their religion as long as they
don’t break our laws.” He re-
minded Dorosh that the found-
er of Christianity preached
love., “He tgld His disciples
to 2o out and preach the Word
to all nationg, The Jehovah's
Witnesses are trying to do
that in thelr own way,” said
Magistrate Fassell, He told
Dorosh that he was tempted
to send him to jail. *1 almost
think you need a mental ex-
amination,” sald the judge.

First Woman In Space
® On June 17 Russla’s Lieu-
tenant WValentina V. Teresh-

kova becarmne the flrst woman
in: space. The 26-year-old wom-
an orhited the earth 48 times
in her spacecraft called “Vos-
tok VI.” After 71 hours in
space her only complaint was
that she brulsed her nose in
landing. Her partner in space
was 28yearold Lieutenant
Colanel Valery F, Bykoveky,
who was launched into space
on June 14 jn Vostok V. By-
kavsky remained in space 119
hours, completing 81 orbits
and breaking all previous rac-
cords, 1.3, space sclantists be-
lieve the Ruseian goal was ta
link up the two spaceships
during orbit, but this was not
accomplished.

People over & Hundred

@ On May 18 the U.S, pres-
ident’s Council on Aging rnade
known that more than 10,000
Americans are past 100 years
old. There are 18,000,000 peo-
ple aged 65 or older in the
United States, and 2,000,000 of
them are still working.

There are two sides to the world situation today
—not just a dark side but also a bright side. Which
do you see? There are alsc a fictitious viewpoint
and a realistic one, Which do you have? Do not

be migled!

Toke Courage—God's Kingdom Is at Hand!

Read this revealing 32-page booklet, Send 44 (for
Australia, 5d; for South Africa, 3ic). Betier, get
some for your friends. 3 for 84 {for Australia,
3 for 10d; for South Africa, 3 for 7e).
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LONDON NW. 7

Flease send me the timely bocklet Take Coswrege—God’s Ningdom Is af Hond! I am enclosing

,,,,,,,,,, coples.

or .. b
Australla, 3 for 10d; for South Africa, 3 for Teld

MNEIE oo
Fost

'‘GUST 8, 1963

Street and Number
or Route and Box ...

i Pastel
cene DISEEICE NO. s COUDLY v cenemrie s s

t4d [for Austraila, 5d; for South Africa, 33c] each) (3 for 8d [for

31



CAN YOU

...No! Especially not if you're gambling on the future
WITH YOUR LIFE!

Don't take chances with your life!

For centuries and generations men have seen the
nations working out their destinies according to
their own wills. This has led many persons to be-
lieve that it will always be this way and that all
men, therefore, are free to work out their own
destinies as well. But . . .

Don't gamble on the future!

This generation is unique in all history because
this is the day that Almighty God, Jehovah, has
purposed to work out the affairs of the nations
himself and only those who learn of God’s will and
follow it will survive. Furthermore, in executing
his will on the nations, Jehovah God will sanctify
his name and bring obedient mankind greater
blessings than any heart can imagine—peace,
happiness and everlasting life, Learn how! Read:

"Your Will Be Done on Eorth"
“Let Your Nome Be Sanctified”

Obtain both for only 7/- (for Australia, 8/-;
for South Africa, TOc).

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON NW. 7

I am enclosin, ‘H- (tor Australia, B/-: for South Africa, T0c). Please send me the two hardbound
hnoks “Vawr Re Domg on Earth’” and “Let Your Nome Be Banctified.”” For malling the
coupon I am to recelw: free the two booklets Security During “War of the Grest Doy of God
troi bditgely’ and iz Good News of the Kingdom.
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AUSTHALIA addrsss 11 Beresford Rd B‘trnthﬂald N.AW. CaNaDa: 150 Bridgala.nd Ave., Toronto 19 Ont.
30 AFRICA: Private Bag 2, P.O. Elandsl’orteln Transvanl, UNITED STATER: 117 Adama 8t., Brooklyn 1, N. Y.
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