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“It is already the hour for you to awake.”
—FRomans 13:11

®
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How much of vOoOuUu RSELF

religion as part of
each call. It was a

7do you give to God?/ i

what I thought were the

N THE early years of Christianity the

people who professed the Christian faith
were self-giving in their devotion to the
Creator. Their worship and the principles
of the Scriptures were very much a part
of their daily lives. They were keenly in-
terested in learning about the truths in
God’'s Word and talking about them to oth-
ers. They gave themselves to God even to
the point of enduring a violent death at
the hands of vicious persecutors when that
became hecessary in order to keep their
integrity to God.

Among persons who profess to be Chris-
tian today there are very few who give
themselves to God as the early Christians
did. Few have the same interest in Scrip-
tural truths and in talking to other people
about those truths. For most, weekly at-
tendance at a church is the extent of their
religious life, When someone approaches
them at their homes on Sunday to point
out encouraging promises God has made
in his written Word, they are not in-
terested.

An American eclergyman who encoun-
tered this lack of interest in God when
visiting members of his church stated: “On
the next round of visits, I began to talk
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main doctrines of our
church and asking if they had any
questions. Almost every time they would
cough, hesitate, smile shyly, try to change
the subject and as soon as possible rush
me to the door. Soon it became difficult to
find members at home.” This disinterest
in things pertaining to God was comment-
ed on in a report made by West German
Dr. Joachim Bodamer, He said: “The
Church’s disquieting dilemma is that in
her sermons and her preaching she still as-
sumes the prerequisite of a Christian state
of consctousness, whereas In actuality she
must try to recreate such through her
words. . . . One could therefore say that
the Church finds itself in a situation simi-

-lar to that at her beginning, a situation

where the foundation must once again be
laid through missionary work in order to
shatch man away from his imprisonment
to the world.”

The tendency of most professed Chris-
tiang today is to give themselves whole-
heartedly to the commercial businesses for
which they work and to the pleasures they
pursue during off hours, but when it comes
to God, they are reluctant to give even a
little of themselves to him. Are you in that
position? Do you find that the Creator and
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his purposes for man seldom cross your
mind? How often do you stop to give at-
tention to what he has to say in his Word?
Do you have time for seeing the latest
movies, plays and TV programs but no
time for reading the Scriptures? Are you
willing to talk to friends and neighbors
about the things in newspapers but not
about the comforting truths of God’s
Word? Are you willing to give God's in-
terests and commands a place of greater
importance in your life than fleshly plea-
sures and material interests?

Being a Christian requires more of a
person than merely making the claim that
he is, or being born into a family that pro-
fesses Christianity. There must be a volun-
tary giving of himself to God. By his
specch he must give open acknowledgment
of his faith in the Creator and in Jesus
Christ. This he can do in conversations
with other people. Regarding this Jesus
Christ said: “Ewvcryone, then, that con-
fesses union with me before men, I will
also confess union with him beforc my Fa-
ther who is in the heavens.” (Matt. 10:32)
But what a person says should go beyond
the mere cxpressing of faith. It should
build in others a knowledge of the Word
of God.

Talking to others about the things God
has put in his writlen Word is certainly a
way of giving something to God. It is like
offering an acceptable sacrifice to him, but
the sacrifice is the fruit of a person’s lips.
“Through |Jesus Christ] let us always
offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is,
the fruit of lips which make public dec-
Iaration to his name.” (Heb. 13:15) This
is one of the ways the early Christians
gave something of themselves to God. They
mingled with other pcople and talked
about the good things he was doing and
‘would do in the future. Even when they
were scattered, following the persecution
of Stephen, they gave of themselves to God
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by continuing to talk about his doings.
“Those who had been scattered went
through the land declaring the good news
of the word.”—Acts B:4.

The abilities a person has can be used
in God's interests. In his theocratic organi-
zation of faithful witnesses, there are
many opportunities for Christians to use
their natural abilities, They are useful at
conventions of his people, in local congre-
gations and in printing establishments of
his witnesses. Men who thus use their
abilities to further the interests of Jeho-
vah God are giving something of them-
selves to him.

Time and effort spent In studying the
Scriptures to learn about Jehovah and his
purposes is time and energy devoted to
God. In heartfelt prayers in which a per-
son opens up his heart to the heavenly Fa-
ther, he is directing his attention to God.
By endurance of physical suffcrings that
come because of his faith, he gives him-
self to God. When he puts the caring of
God’s interests ahead of his own interests,
he is giving of himself to Ged. Thus in
many ways a Christian can be sell-giving
to the Creator and manifest his indebted-
ness to him, But few professed Christians
today have the love for God that this re-
quires. ’

Consider carefully what your own atti-
tude is toward your Creator. Are you self-
giving toward him or are you indifferent
like most professed Christians in Christen-
dom? Do his Word and his purposes hold a
preeminent position in your life or do they
come second to personal desires? Follow
the good example of the early Christians
and the ancient prophets and serve Jeho-
vah with your whole heart. Said David, a
man after God’s own heart: “I will laud
you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; T will
declare all your wonderful works.”—Ps.
9:1.

AWAKE!



Ow whols ore.
BUILDING?

For a structure to stand, it must have
a solid foundation. On what does your
spiritual structure rest?

SITORS to New York city are aston-
ished by the literally hundreds of sky-
scrapers that are crowded together within
a few square miles on tiny Manhattan is-
land. Why, 116 of them are over 300 feet
tall, reaching. more than the length of a
football ficld into the air, and twenty rear
their heads into the clouds over 600 feet
above the street! One would think the little
island would sink beneath their weight,
and that surely construction should halt
before some storm topples them one on
top of the other! However, builders push
ahead, constructing some hundred new
buildings a year. Just since 1955 they have
doubled the number of 300-foot-high sky-
scrapers that grace the New York skyline.
But is this tremendous construction pro-
gram wise? Do New Yorkers need to fear
that these mighty structures will collapse
upon them during some storm? Did the
builders carefully investigate as to what
they were building on before putting up
these superstructures? Indeed they did, .
and as far down as they blasted it was
solid rock! Yes, all of Manhattan island =
rests on a rock foundation. The sturdy
toundation beneath these skyscrapers is
an assurance that they will stand, even
during a time of considerable shaking.

Jesus’ Hlustration

In the conclusion of his famous ser-
mon on the mount Jesus Christ illus-
trated the importance of such a solid-
rock foundation. But do not miss the
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point Jesus was mak-
ing by his illustration.
He was not instruct-
ing the crowds on how
to become builders of
literal houses or of
large cities. But, rath-
er, he was illustrating how obedience to
his teachings provides the basis for the
building of a sturdy spiritual structure.
And how can you make sure that your
Christian structure does not collapse dur-
ing a time of stormy shaking? Listen
carcfully to Jesus’ illustration:

‘“Therefore everyonc that hears these
sayings of mine and does them will be lik-
ened to a discreet man, who built his house
upon the rock-mass. And the rain poured
down and the floods came and the winds
blew and lashed against that house, but it
did not cave in, for it had been founded
upon the rock-mass. Furthermore, every-
one hearing these sayings of mine and not
doing them will be likened to a foolish
man, who built his house upon the sand.
And the rain poured down and the floods
came and the winds blew and struck
against that house and it caved in, and its
collapse was great.”
—Matt, 7:24-27.




Not an Easy Way

A good builder digs down deep and, if

possible, lays his foundation upon the
rock-mass; and just as such literal digeing
is not easy work, so it is not easy to obe-
diently follow the teachings of Jesus.
(Luke 6:48) But as Jesus emphasized,
such obedience will assure a Christian &
permanent, enduring structure. His life of
faithful obedience will stabilize him in a
course of righteousness from which no
amount of shaking will be able to alter him.

On the other hand, the lazy, indifferent
builder is due for a shocking disappoint-
ment when the storms of opposition batter
against his flimsy structure. Built on dis-
obedience, it is certain to collapse. How-
ever, despite Jesug’ warning illustration,
many people today are like the man who
built on the sand-—they hear, but do not
perform, Such persons acknowledge that it
would be a wonderful world if everyone
practiced what Jesus taught, but they feel
that his teachings are impractical, that
they are too idealistic. So they reason that
salvation could not really depend on obe-
dience to them. _

Ah, but it does! Life does depend on fol-
lowing the narrow, cramped way of com-
plete obedience to the will of God! Jesus
went to great lengths in the conelusion of
his sermon on the mount to make this
clear to the people. Just prior to his con-
cluding illustration, he explained: “Not
everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will
enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but
the one doing the will of my Futher who
¢ in the heavens will.”’ Merely professing
to be a Christian is not enough. Neither is
it acceptable if one serves God his own
way. A person must practice what Jesus
preached.—Matt. 7:21.

Jesus gave another illustration toward
the end of his sermon to show that the
majority would fail to make the necessary
effort to gain life. “Go in through the nar-
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row gate, he encouraged; “because broad
and spacious is the road leading off into
destruction, and many are the ones going
in through it; whereas narrow is the gate
and cramped the road leading off into life,
and few are the ones finding it.”—Matt.
7:13,14.

Few make the effort to follow the nar-
row path, Instead, they follow the easy
way of least resistance. But what about
yourself? On what are you huilding, on the
rock-mass or on sand? Do yvou only hear
what Jesus said, or do you practice his
teachings as well?

Exemplary Conduct

In the introduction of his sermon Jesus
said that those who win God’s approval are
conscious of their spiritual need; they
mourn over the wickedness in the world;
they hunger and thirst for righteousness;
they are merciful, pure in heart, peaceful;
but they are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, and people lyingly say every sort of
wicked thing against them. Jesus called
such persons ‘“the light of the world.” Can
you identify yourself with this class of
people? Or do you only read these beauti-
ful expressions, but fail to live according
to them?—Matt. 5:1-16,

While it is true that Jesus set a very
high standard of conduct, a Christian can-
not rationalize that it is too idealistic. He
must strive to meet it, and when he falls
short, strive even harder to overcome his
weaknesses. Do you ever become angry
with others? Then fight to extinguish your
wrath, for Jesus warned “that everyone
who continues wrathful with his brother
will be accountable to the court of justice.”
Be quick about settling differences with
those that may have something against
you. “Make your peace with your brother,”
Jesus said, and then you will be in posi-
tion to offer acceptable sacrifices to God.
—Matt, 5:21-26.

AWAKE!



You may not have committed adultery,
but do you ever keep on looking at a wom-
an so as to have lustful passion for her?
If so, root such licentious thoughts and
desires from your life, Jesus admonished,
or, in time, they will be the death of you,
Are you married, but think about getting
a divorce? Marital unfaithfulness, adul-
tery, is the only

be sanctified. Let your kingdom come, Let
your will take place, as in heaven, also
upon earth, . . ."—Matt. 6:1-14,

Here Jesus showed that God’s kingdom
should be of keen concern to all Christians,
It should be & chief subject of their
prayers, and, necessarily then, they should
devote their lives to serving its interests,

This would result in

ground for divorce,
Jesus explained. So
cultivate a spirit of
mildness, long-suffer-
ing and love. Apply
Jesus’ teachings in
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permanent riches, as
Jesus showed when
he advised: ‘“Stop
storing up for your-
selves treasures upon
the earth, where

your homelife, and

your relations with your marriage mate
will improve so that you will never want a
divorce.—Matt, 5:27-32.

Be honest; say what you mean and
mean what you say. “Let your word Yes
mean Yes, your No, No.” Do not be pro-
voked into Tetaliatory wrath, “buat who-
ever slaps you on your right cheek, turn
the other also to him.” Be accommodat-
ing: “If someone under authority impress-
es you into service for a mile, go with him
two miles.” Show love, and that even to
your enemies. You say that is difficult to
do? Certainly it is! But by daily practic-
ing these sayings of Jesus you will be
building your Christian structure con a sol-
id foundation, and no trial or temptation
will sweep you from the course of righ-
teousness—Matt, 5:33-48.

Building on the Kingdom Hope

Jesus next instructed the crowds on how
they should pray, thereby fixing their at-
tention on their heavenly Father, Jehovah
God. After telling them that they should
not pray as the hypocrites do, just to be
seen of men, he gave them a model prayer.
“You must pray, then, this way,” he said:
“COur Father in the heavens, let your name
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moth and rust con-
sume, and where thieves break in and
steal. Rather, store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven.”—Matt. 6:19-21,

Yes, heavenly treasures, and not ma-
terial riches, should be the chief pursuit of
Christians, “You cannot slave for God and
for Riches,” Jesus explained. So stave for
God, he encouraged. Trust in him, and he
will sustain you. “Never be anxious and
say, ‘What are we to eat? or, ‘What are
we to drink?’ or, *What are we to put on?’
. . . For your heavenly Father khows you
need all these things, Keep on, then, seek-
ing first the kingdom and his righteous-
ness, and all these other things will be
added to you.”—Matt. 6:24-34,

Now is the time to examine your Chris-
tian struciure. Do you pay lip service t
the sermon on the mount as the finest talk
ever given, and yet fail to practice what
Jesus taught? Remember Jesus' conclud-
ing illustration. If your spiritual structure
has not been built on obedience to these
teachings of Jesus it is certain to collapse.
So “become doers of the word, and not
hearers only.” Build on the rock-mass, and
stand when Jehovah’s storm of Armaged-
don sweeps away all imitation Christians.
—Jas. 1:22,



OULD you believe it that in this fwentieth.
century machine age a two-story concrete-

steel structure would be built from start to
finish without the use of machine tools? Im-
possible, you say. Bul not so.

In the residential section of southeast Ma-
nagua, Nicaragua, stands a beautiful, L-shaped
structure built completely by hand. This is the
new branch building and missionary bome of
the Watch Tower Sociefy in Nicaragua, The
huilding is modern in every detail, yet not a
single power tool was used in its entire con-
struction. From beginning to end some twenty-
five men worked on it without machine tools.
Foundation footings were dug by hand, Wood
was planed by hand. Lumber was sawced and
holes were drilled alil hy hand. Even the cement
was conveyed to the highest and farthest see-
tions by hand, It was not until the huilding was
completed that the first machine tool was used,
The machine was a polisher used to polish the
terrazzo floor. This is truly a building in which
its builders can take personal pride, for their
hands in a most literal way built it.

Construction on this earthquake-resistant
home began in February, 1962, and a ycar later,
February 16, 1963, the building was dedicated
to the plory of God and to the advancement of
his purposes in the earth, Made of reinforced
conerete and steel, this branch home is expected
to stand for a long, long time.

For the most part Nicaraguans are not
wealthy pcople, How, then, were they able ta
build such a lovely building? This home of
some ten missionaries was financed and built
by unsolicited contributions. Jehovah's witness-
es and their companions in Nicaragua freely
contributed fo its construction. This fact be-
comes even more impressive when we realize
that there are only 524 publishing ministers of
Jehovah’s witnesses in all Nicaragua, and no
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By "“Awokel" correspondent in Nicaragua

motre than about ninety of these will be using
the Kingdom Hall facilities located in the build-
ing, yet they all willingly gave of themselves
and their substance. Therefore, their happiness
is great.—Acts 20:35.

Almost everyone is curjious to know what a
new home or building looks like on the inside.
One feels that way about this building especial-
ly, because jt is not only a relipious mecting
center, but also an oflice, a storage room and a
home all in one. Even before-you enter the
building you are impressed by the large, neat
lettering abhove the spacious double-door en-
tranceway. The letters, in Spanish, say: SaL0N
DEL REINC DE LO8 TUsTicos DE JEHOVA, which,
in English, is: “Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's
Witnesses.,” Beyond these double doors is the
striking turquoise Kingdom Hall. It is imnmacu-
lately clean, well ventilated, hright and cheery
with color. You are immediately impressed
with it.

Alzo on this (irst floor is a lobby for visitors,
an office where the branch servant does his
work and a kitchen where the missionaries pre-
pare meals for themselves. Across the patio is
a garage used for literature storage,

Upstairs are six bedrooms and a pair of
bathrooms. Here is where the Watch Tower
Society’s missionaries live., There is excellent
cross ventilation in every room. Numerous
louvered windows encased in aluminum sashes
add, not only to the beauty of the building, but
also to the refreshing comfort of those who
live there, Even the corridor, painted in a cool
green, seems to be alive with a cool flow of air.
What a blessing a cool breeze is in a tropical
climate!

This lovely, two-story handmade home, dedi-
cated to serve the necds of God-fearing peoplc
in Nicaragua, will for some time to come be
the center of true worship in that land.

AWAKE!



By “Awake!” correspondent in Hong Kong

OLLOWING their defeat of China in
the Opium War in 1841, the British
accepted an uninviting, barren island less
than a mile off the southeast coast of Chi-
na as spoils of victory. They gave it the
Chinese name Hong Kong, meaning “Fra-
grant Harbor.” But aside from its excel-
lent harbor the island had little to recom-
mend itself. It was only about the size of
Manhattan in New York city, it had little
arable land, hardly a level acre and it was
cut off from cooling winds. The general
view of the liny colony was well expressed
by the chapter heading of a book pub-
lished at the time—*“Hong Kong—Its Po-
sition, Prospects, Character and Utter
Worthlessness from Every Point of View.”
But despite the dire predictions that pro-
nounced her doom Hong Kong has proved
vigorous and tenacious. In 1860 she was
strengthened by the addition of Stone-
cutter’s Island and the Kowloon Peninsula.
Then, in 1898 Britain obtained a 99-year
lease on the New Territories, the main-
land territory between Kowloon and the
Sham Chun River, and including 235 sur-
rounding islands. This acquisition of 365}
square miles of land area increased the
colony’s area to a little more than that of
New York city.

However, these additions to the colony
added few natural resources and little
arable land. Nevertheless, the colony con-
tinued to grow and prosper, Today, besides
the baby born every five minutes, as many
ag 150,000 newcomers a year immigrate
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to the 1little col-
ony. From a mere
4,500 persons in
1841, Hong Kong
has become a
hustling trade
and industrial center of 3 500, 00{] 1nhab1—
tants that has made the world sit up and
take notice. Last year tourists at the rate
of 20,000 a month flocked 10 take a look
for themselves.

Refugees Swell Population

From its beginning the tiny British col-
ony has been a haven for those fleeing
from trying times on the Chinese main-
land. The first wave of refugees came with
the Tai Ping Rebellion in 1850, and ever
since, Hong Kong's population has been
governed by conditions on the mainland,
When Japan invaded China prior to the
second world war, 600,000 refugees poured
into the colony within two years. Thus
when the Japanese attacked in December
of 1941, Hong Kong was crowded with
1,600,000 inhabitants,

By the end of the war in 1945, however,
the population had been reduced to less
than 600,000 and the colony was in ruins.
But when a postwar struggle for power on
the mainland ensued, the refugees again
began to stream into Hong Kong. When
the Communists gained the upper hand in
1949, the stream became a torrent, and
within a year the eolony’s population had
swelled to 2,360,000, Finally, restrictions
had to be placed on immigrants, but they
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managed to sneak in anyway. Just last
year there were mare than 140,000 illegal
entries,

Where to Put Everybody

The monumental problem facing Hong
Kong’s authorities has been where to put
its three million new inhabitants since the
war. Most of the land is considered unsuit-
able for habitation, it either being too
swampy, in forests, badly eroded, or too
hilly. Broken ranges of hills intersect the
colony, with some two dozen peaks reach-
ing from 1,000 to 3,140 feet into the air.
As a result, 80 percent of the population
are jammed into about thirty-six square
miles—less than one-tenth of the colony’s
total land arca--to make it one of the
most dangerously overcrowded places in
the world. From 1,800 to 2,800 persons are
crammmed onto every acre of its urban
sections.

A large portion of this urban area has
been obtained by pushing the hills into the
harbor, Not only has this provided level
land where the hills once were, but thou-
sands of acres of land have been added
where there once was sea. The size and
shape of the Kowloon Peninsula have been
altered by a series of land-fill projects that
began in 186%7. Up until the time of the
Japanese invasian in 1941 a total of 1,425
acres, or more than two square miles of
land, had been added in this way. Across
the harbor on Hong Kong Island, the com-
mercial city of Victoria and the flanking
eastern and western suburbs have also
been built on man-made land.

Since the war, these projects have gone
ahead with ever-increasing intensity as the
demand for habitable land has become
more acute. Already about $60,000,000 has
been spent on this work. On the north-
eastern shore of Kowloon Bay a whole
range of hills has been leveled and dumped
into the sea to provide a 514-acre site for
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the new industrial city of Kwun Tong. Its
population is “expected to reach 300,000
soon. Adjacent to this site is the runway
of the new Kai Tak airport, which stretch-
es more than a mile into the bay. This
800-foot-wide airstrip was also built out
into the sea. And just eight miles north-
west in the New Territories, about seventy
acres have been added to build the new
industrial town of Tsuen Wan. When com-
pleted, it will accommodate some 175,000
people.

Aside from Tsuen Wan, the principal
land-fill operations have been restricted to
Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Bay. This
is where the hulk of the population lives,
and where housing is a major problem. It
has been tackled, however, by erecting
multistory resetllement estates. These gen-
erally consist of six- or seven-story H-
shaped buildings with single rooms, each
room accommodating a family, Already
meore than 500,000 people have been lodged
in these quarters, and further buildings
will accommodate as many more in the
next few years. Recently large twenty-
story buildings designed for families of
moderate incomes have also been con-
structed. But, despite the good progress,
there are still more than 300,000 persons
that do not have adequate housing. They
sleep on the sidewalks, in hillside shanties
or on rooftops,

The Problem of Water

As criticat as the housing problem is, it
is rivaled by the problem of providing the
vast population with water. Even at the
founding of the colony in 1841 fresh-
water was scarce, and by 1859 the water
level of the few wells had sunk so low it
was necessary to build a reservoir, Hong
Kong’s average yearly rainfall of about
eighty-five inches occurs mostly during the
months from April to September, and it
must be held and preserved if there is to
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be water during the dry winter months.
Therefore, as the need arose for more wa-
ter, additional reservoirs were constructed.
By the time of the Japanese occupation
during the war there were thirteen, having
a storage capacity of 6,000,000,000 gallons.

With the postwar increase of population
there was the need for more water, so af-
ter careful consideration a site for the
mammoth Tai Lam Chung reservoir was
selected in the western part of the New
Territories. The project ealled for the con-
struetion of a gigantic 2,300-foot-long and
200-foot-high concrete dam that would
hold back a reservoir containing 4,500,-
000,000 gallons of water. It took eight
years to complete, but even before it was
finished in 1960 the colony needed more
water than it could supply. Just recently
the critical water shortage necessitated
limiting the running water to just a few
hours a day.

So even before the Tai Lam Chung res-
ervoir was completed, construction was be-
gun on a yet larger reservoir on the island
of Lantau. This project involved the seal-
ing off of a large valley with an earth dam
2,300 feet long and with a maximum
height of 180 feet. This Shek Pik dam,
which is scheduled for completion this
year, will back up a lake with a storage
capacity of 5,400,000,000 gallons, a third
of the colony’s total water storage. The

water will be transported by undersea
pipelines to Hong Kong,

But even this Lantau water will not
keep up with Hong Kong’s thirst, so with
future needs in mind the government plans
to reclaim land from the sea for the stor-
age of freshwater. There are many inlets
and coves in the Hong Kong labyrinth
that could be enclosed by a dam. The sea-
water would be pumped out to provide a
basin for an immense freshwater lake that
would be fed by streams from the sur-
rounding hills.

However, such a mammoth undertaking
iz not just in the realm of speculation.
Already construction is under way in con-
nection with sealing off Plover Cove, a
2,750-acre inlet in Tolo Harbor. The build-
ing of this mile-and-a-quarter dam is &
gigantic project of world interest. When
complete, the dam will extend thirty-five
feet above the water and seventy feet be-
low, and the reservoir will be able to hold
30,000,000,000 gallons of water, more than
doubling the present storage capacity of
the colony’s reservoirs.

The problems that faced postwar Hong
Kong indeed appeared insurmountable,
and, while it is true that these to a large
extent still remain, it is a marvel! how
Hong Kong has tackled them to become
one of the thriving commercial centers of
the present day.

No Imuages of the True God

® In his article “The Terminology of Old Testament Religion and Its Significance,”
G. Ernest Wright comments on the commandment given the Israelites not to
make an image to represent the true God, Jehovah. (Ex. 20:4) The writer says
concerning archaeclogists: “We can nowhere place our hands on a figure of Yahweh
[Jehovahl. . . . Canaanite cities possess quite a series of copper and brohze male
figurines of a god, usually identified by archaeclogists with Baal, When we come
to Israelite strata, however, the series gives out. . . . In the city of Megiddo, for
example, a tremendous amount of debris was moved from the Arst five town levels

(all Israelite) and not a single example has been found as far as the writer is
aware. —Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Vol. I, October, 1942, p. 413.
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EARLY 200,000

thunderstorms rage
around the earth every
day, releasing over 300,-
000 lightning belts every
hour. Our earth greatly
benefits from this light-
ning, even though not all
parts of the globe recejve
an equal share of lightning.
In Kampala, Uganda, thun-
der is heard more than 200
days each year, whereas in
certain parts of California
thunderstorms are so rare
that when one occurred during
World War II, some per-
sons scurried for their cel-
lars, thinking they were
being bombed,

How do you react to
lightning? Do you thrill
to its explosive display of
power? Lightning is as
much of a paradox as people’s reactions to
it, for, though it can be dangerous, it is
most impressive and useful. What is light-
ning? How does it come about?

Our globe is a mammoth electrical store-
house, the earth having an abundance of
electrons or a negative electric charge.
The atmosphere, on the other hand, is pos-
itively charged, particularly the iono-
sphere. The electric difference is said to
amount to 300,000 volts. Since the air that
surrounds this earth is not a perfect in-
sulator, electrons are constantly escaping
from the earth into the air surrounding it,
Each projecting point, such as a tree or
building, is silently discharging electricity
upward in the form of ions-—invisible air
molecules that carry minute amounts of
electricity.

So much electricity escapes from the
earth that our planet would iose much of
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its charge in a short time if it
were not replenished. How is this
. charge restored?

From Cloud to Earth
In a way not yet completely
understecod by man, the thunder-
storm acts like a huge dynamo,
producing fantastic amounts of
electricity. Within the thunder-
cloud itself electric charges are
separated; the top usually takes
on a positive charge, the hot.
tom, a massive negative

S charge. So strong is this
l " negative charge af the
hase of the thundercloud
that the electric differ-
ence between it and the
earth reaches 100,000,000
volts, or about one mil-
licn times the voltage of
the electricity in your
home!

Under such extraordinary electric pres-
sure, a phenomenon now takes place.
Streams of ions surge forth from the cloud-
base toward the ground in what are called
cloud “streamers.” These downward travel-
ing streamers are said to be the pioneers
of the lightning flash. Their downwarg trip
is not a smooth one, as they must blaze a
trail. They do this in a suecessive number
of steps, each from 30 to 300G feet in length.
After each step there is a minute pause,
as if the trailblazing cloud streamers were
exhausted and needed time to recuperate.

Not only are streaimers sent down from
the clouds, but on the earth a positive
charge builds up in the ground; these
ground charges crowd into the area of ap-
proach of the cloud sireamers. When the
ground charge becomes great, streamers
surge upward from the earth from elevat-
ed areas such as trees and church steeples.
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When the ground streamer meets the
cloud streamer—lightning! There 1s a bril-
liant fAash, as the cloud-to-earth.path is
completed. Upon contact, a deluge of elec-
trons plunges earthward. What appears to
be a single flash, however, is not often the
case; lor the fash is a composite event
usually consisting of separate strokes,
most frequently three.

Not always does the discharge from the
earth’s surlace take place viclently in the
form of a lightning bolt, but it may give
rise to what is known as St. Elmo’s fire,
This is the glow or fire that dances on
trees and poles when thunderstorm clouds
are about, caused by the low-flying nega-
tively charged base of the cloud, which at-
tracts a flow of positive electricity toward
it from the earth, By such leakage, clouds
dissipate their electrical tensions; other-
wise bolts of lightning would occur more
often than they do.

Safely Precautions

Since ground streamers rise from pro-
truding structures, good sense tells one to
keep away from elevated positions and
projecting objects (or holding projecting
objects such as umbrellas} during electri-
cal storms.

Before the existence of
ground streamers was real-
ized, it was widely believed
that prayer and the ringing
of bells would keep lightning
from striking church stee-
ples. Old church bells may
still be inscribed with the
Latin words Fulgura Frango
(I break up the lightning
flashes). There was one mea-
surable result of the bell
ringing: many of the ringers
were electrocuted while pull-
ing the ropes. Ome writer of
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_the eighteenth century records the death of

over g hundred bell ringers in a period of
thirty-three years, during which time al-
most 400 church steeples were hit by lipght-
ning bolts. When some churches came to
be used as arsenals for gunpowder and
artillery, the combination of steeple and
powder magazine had disastrous conse-
quences. A bolt in 1769 set- off the vaults
under the church of St. Nazaire in Brescia,
Italy; the explosion destroyed a sixth of
the city and killed about 3,000 persons. In
1836 a lightning bolt hit the church of
St. Jean on the island of Rhodes, and the
stores of gunpowder blew up, killing at
Ieast 4,000 persons.

Knowing how lightning behaves, one
can take sensible precautions that may
save one’s life, Each year lightning kills
about 500 persons in the United States
alone; statistics show that nine out of ten
persons struck by lightning were outdoors
at the time, Many lives are lost by persons
seeking shelter under isolated trees—about
the most dangerous way to seek shelter, It
is also dangerous to stand near wire fences.
Qut-of-doors the safest places are deep
valleys or the foot of steep cliffs; depres-
sions are safer than hilltops, It is also dan-
gerous to be on a bicycle, tractor or other
open metal conveyance during a thunder-

storm. If you are out in the
open and you have an auto
nearby, head for the car; if
it is entirely metal-enclosed
it is one of the safest places
to be during an electrical
storm.

Perhaps you like 10 swim.
Then remember: Avoid be-
ing in the water during a
thunderstorm. The old fable
that lightning does not hit
water is not true. A swim-
mer who is ncar water that

- has been struck by lightning
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could easily be paralyzed or electrocuted.
Swimmers should get out of the water
during storms and stay off beaches, If you
are in a small boat, immediately head for
shore. Large metal boats, however, do
provide protection, much as an automobile
does, the metal frame conducting current
around the occupants.

Even when indoors it is wise to take a
few precautions during electrical storms.
Lightning could be brought into a home
through electric or telephone wires, so it
is best to avoid touching large metal ob-
jects, If telephone wires in your commu-
nity are on overhead exposed poles rather
than in underground cables, it is a good
idea not to use the telephone during an
electrical storm, vnless absolutely neces-
sary. It is also a good idea to postpone tak-
ing a bath until after the storm,

Not only is it wise to take certain pre-
cautions during lightning storms, but also
much property damage can be avoided by
installing lightning rods. The view that
lightning rods are dangerous because they
attract lightning is the exact reverse of the
truth. It is by this very influence that the
rod affords the desired protection. Since
the rod projects from a building, its ground
streamer reaches higher and so is the first
to meet up with any descending cloud
streamer. Immediately a circuit is formed
whereby the cloud discharge travels to the
point of the rod, down through the con-
ductor into the ground without damage to
the huilding. Only properly installed rods
provide protection.

Cloud-to-Cloud Lightning

We are accustomed to think of lightning
as going from cloud to earth, but most
Aashes occur inside the cloud itself or be-
tween clouds and so are not readily seen.

toud-to-cloud lightning may be either
horizontal or vertical, within clouds from
front to back, or from upper clouds to low-
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er clouds, In England only one out of every
six Hghtning discharges is believed to
reach the ground. In South Afriea, where
clouds generally fiy higher, only one oul
of every ten flashes goes from cloud ta
earth.

Cloud-to-cloud lightning is also greater
in magnitude than cloud-to-earth strokes.
Whereas the stroke that reaches the earth
is about a mile long, those hetween clouds
are usually much longer. One was photo-
graphed that covered the distance of thirty
miles!

The brilliant flash of lightning is he-
lieved to be similar to the light of neon
signs, Just as & neon sign may take on dif-
ferent colors, so lightning sometimes is
white, at other times yellow or even pink,
depending on the impurities inh the air,

Streak lightning is perhaps the most
commmon shape. This kind of lightning
logks much like a river system—Iiike wa-
ter pouring in from many tributaries, all
emptying into the main river that flows
directly to the sea.

A close relative of streak lightning is
forked lightning. This is streak lightning
that separates and enters the earth at two
different locations.

An interesting shape seldom observed is
ribbon lightning. Since the lightning path
is essentially a channel of air, if there is
a strong wind, this channcl will be hiown
with it. Then if a number of lightning
strokes follow each other in rapid succes-
sion, each will be a little farther away
from the preceding one, givihg the whole
an appearance of a ribbon.

Heat lightning occurs when a thunder-
storm i8 on the horizon, close enough for
the light to be seen, but too far for the
thunder to be heard. Closely related to
heat lightning is sheet lightning. This can
be ohserved when lightning strikes within
the cloud, which in turn, diffuses the light,
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giving the effect of the whole cloud belng
luminous, thunder sometimes being heard.

What about thunder? As the bolt of
lightning cuts its channel through the air
the temperature rises in much less than a
second to about 27,000 degrees Fahren-
heit, causing the air to expand with vio-
lent force, so creating very powerful sound
waves that we hear as thunder, The rum-
ble of thunder is caused by the number of
separate strokes and echoes from nearby
hills or mountains.

Thunder provides a convenient means
for determining the distance of lightning.
Sound travels about 1,090 feet per second,
so by counting the time between flash and
thunder, you can determine the approxi-
mate distance between you and the strike.

The Mysterious Lightning Buall

Of all the features of lightning, perhaps
the lightning ball is the most mysterious.
Known also to scientists by its German
name, kugelblitz, it has often been rele-
gated to the realm of folklore, But many
and varied are the reports of people who
claim to have seen the lightning ball—usu-
~ ally described as a luminous sphere, from
six to eighteen inches in diameter and of
almost any color, often bluish. It is de-
scribed as floating through the air, gliding
along a fence, entering a window, popping
out of an oven or diving down a chimney
into a fireplace, culminating its journey by
disappearing, sometimes with a loud ex-
plosion,

Though many theories have been of-
fered to explain the lightning ball, scien-
tists have not yet been able to reproduce it
in the laboratory.

Witnesses report that the fireball often
leaves evidence of its heat. One report
from Russia, in 1960, tells of the tip of an
airplane propeller being partly melted by
a lightning ball, at an altitude of 10,000
feet. In Germany one came down the chim-
ney of a house, moved across the floor and
out the door, A man in the London area
reported that a luminous bhall about the
size of a large orange popped out of the
sky, entered the room, scorching the win-
dow frame on the way in; then it dived
into a small barrel filled with about four
gallons of watdr, Suddenly the water
boiled, he said, “for some minutes.'*

Though lightning balls may sometimes
be confused with St. Elmo’s fire, they are
a distinct phenomenon. A color photograph
of a pulsating ball of lightning was pub-
lished in the Scientific American of March,
1963. “A brief survey of reported events,”
said that journal, “quickly convinces the
skeptic that enough reputable observers
have seen and possibly even photographed
ball lightning to have no doubt that the
phenomenon is real, although it is rare and
as yet unexplained.”

Despite a number of unknown factors
about lightning, man does know that it
plays a vital role in a twofold way: (1) It
supplies enough negative charge to the
earth to balance the earth’s loss of charge
to the atmosphere; (2) it supplies the
earth with an estimated 100,000,000 tons
of nitrogen compounds yearly, thus help-
ing greatly to fertilize the soil. The
lightning-nitrogen cycle is just one of
many cycles that the wise Creator set in
motion, that this planet might be man’s
ideal home, for “the earth he has given to
the sons of men.”—Ps, 115:16.

* Daily Mail, October 3, 1936,

Jehovah himself has become hing! . ..
Hig lightnings lighted up the productive land.
—Ps. 97:1, §.
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ELOW the Antarctic Circle lies a vast

continent about twice the size of Aus-
tralia, but it is a wasteland where neither
man nor land animal makes his home. How
different it is north of the Arctic Circle!
Here is an area where there are forests
and trees, an abundance of animal life, and
where the Eskimos, the Lapps, the Sam-
oyeds and other nomadic peoples have
lived for hundreds, and, probably, thou-
sands of years. Today the permanecnt resi-
dents of this land of the midnight sun
number into the hundreds of thousands,
the majority of whom are Russians and
Scandinavians.

A glance at the map will reveal that
these people live on islands or at the top
of the continents of Europe, Asia, and
North America. Notice how this land area
almost completely encloses the Arctic
Qcean., The two main entrances into this
ocean are through the narrow Bering
Strait between Alaska and Siberia, and,
on the Atlantic side, through the Green-
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land Sea between the islands of Spitsbergen
and Greenland.

Actually it was not until about the end
of the mnineteenth century that it was
known for sure that the top of the globe

“was entirely covered by water, this con-

stituting a mighty ocean farger in area
than the United States of America and well
over two miles deep. Why the dearth of
information? Because this ocean is hidden
beneath a massive ice pack that varies in
thickness from about nine feet in the sum-
mer to thirteen feet in winter. This shift-
ing polar ice is worn like a cap slightly
over one ear; on the Pacific side it reaches
down some 1,200 miles from the Pole dur-
ing the summer, but, because of the warm-
ing fingers of the Gulf Stream, it extends
down only about half that distance on the
Atlantic side.

Race to the Pole

At the turn of the century ambitious
and adventurous men pitted their perse-
verance and courage against this ice pack
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in a race to be the first to reach the very
top of the globe—the geographic North
Pole. Since the closest land area-.te the
North Pole is over 400 miles away, one
can appreciate the long and dangerous
journey necessary to reach the coveted
goa). Temperatures can plunge to fifty and
more degrees (Fahrenheit) below zero.
Gale force winds can spring up and open
a channel of water in the ice, making a
long detour necessary. The ice is uneven
and pressure ridges rise like mountains,
some of them fifty feet into the air. Over
this shifting ice-covered, two-mile-deep
ocean hundreds of miles from land, prog-
ress is not easy.

Early explorers found the going difficult.
In the summer of 1893 the famous Nor-
wegian explorer Fredtjof Nansen set sail
from Norway in the specially designed
ship, the Fram. His strategy was to drive
into the ice pack off the New Siberian Is-
lands and allow the ocean current to carry
him toward the North Pole. The Fram
was so constructed that, instead of crush-
ing it, the pressure of the ice lifted the
ship up on an even keel above the water,
and there it rode for the duration of the
drift. As Nansen anticipated, the Fram
drifted northwest, eventually reaching a
record latitude of less than 300 miles from
the Pole. On August 13, 1896, after nearly
three years of drifting, it finally broke out
of the ice off the north coast of Spits-
bergen.

In the meantime, on March 14, 1895,
Nansen and a companion daringly left the
ship and struck out over the ice pack for
the Pole, Although coming closer than any
humans before them, they were forced to
turn back 242 miles short of their goal.
After a long, perilous journey they were
able to make it back to Franz Josef I.and,
and eventual safety.

After the drift of the Fram, Clements
Markham, president of the British Royal
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Geographical Society, expressed the view
of many explorers when he said: “Since
Nansen'’s discovery that the Pole is an ice-
covered sea there is no longer any special
object to be attained in going there.” But,
nonetheless, intense rivalry flared as the
international contest to reach the Pole was
fanned by the public press. With the pros-
pect of becoming an international hero,
explorers pressed on in their race for the
Pole.

The Goal Achieved

In March of 1900 Lieutenant Cagni of
the Ttalian navy left from Franz Josef
Land with ten companions in a well-
planned quest for the prize, and although
he fell 220 miles short, he surpassed Nan-
sen's record. Cagni's record withstood two
assaults by the ambitious American ex-
plorer Robert E. Peary, in 1900 and 1902.
But Peary was not to be denied., In the
spring of 1906 he and his party fought
sixty-below-zero temperatures, a half gale
and heavy drift to eclipse Cagni's record.
This, however, did not satisfy Peary. His
whole life had been devoted to polar expe-
ditions with the end in view of reaching
the Pole. So in February of 1909, at the
age of fifty-three, he and his company set
out from Cape Columbia on the northern
end of Ellesmere Island for a final and all-
out attempt.

Again low temperatures and violent
winds were encountered and days were
spent waiting for the ice to close over the
broad black expanses of water that were
opened up. By April 1 they had advanced
280 miles from Cape Columbia, and only
133 miles of ice-covered ocean separated
them from their goal. At this point the
last of the trailblazing parties turned back
and Peary and five companions, four of
whom were Eskimos, pressed on. On April
6 this party became the first to set foot on
the North Pole,
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Polar Travel Today

Less than Ave years ago another trip
was made to the North Pole, but on this
occasion the men enjoyed pleasant living
quarters with temperatures never drop-
ping to an uncomfortable level, Such were
the conditions inside the nuclear subma-
rine Nautilus, which, in the summer of
1958, ducked under the ice pack on the
Paciflc side of the Arctic Ocean and five
days later emerged on the Atlantic side.
This historic trip marked the first time a
ship passed directly over the North Pole,
at which point the water depth was mea-
sured at 13,410 feet, over two and a half
miles!

The following vear the nuclear subma-
rine Skate not only reached the North
Pole, but with a strengthened sail was able
to break the ice, much like & whale does
with its back. This allowed the ship to
surface and the men to get out and walk
around the same place Peary had visited
just fifty years befare, Observed the ship’s
captain on one such surfacing: “It is not
every day a skipper can walk away from
his ship and contemplate it from a distance
while it is a hundred miles from Jand, in
water more than a mile deep.”

The advent of the nuclear submarine
more than ever increases the value of the
North Pole as an important military po-
sition. But it also opens up prospects of
underwater shipping lanes that would cut
by one-third the distances from Hawaii
and the Pacific northwest to the ports of
northern Europe; distances frem Japan
and the eastern shores of Asia would be
cut even more. Some visualize atornic car-
go fleets making regular trips through the
recently charted depths of the Arctic deep.
This also raises the question as to the pros-
pects of surface shipping routes above the
Arctic Circle, Can the northern shores of
Eurape, Asia and North America be used
as shipping lanes, thus cutting by thou-
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gands of miles the distance between the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans?

Trade Routes

Thig question has been one of intense in-
terest for the past several hundred years,
and perhaps was even given consideration
thousands of years ago. It is sugpgested
that the ancient Greeks may have investi-
gated the prospects of a northern sea route
to the Orient, Although such extensive
trave) of the ancients may be contrary to
popular opinion, the authority Vilhjalmur
Stefansson noted that, with regard to the
travels of men in pre-Christian eras, ‘“to-
day’s scholars are beginning to realize that
the safest guess about ancient man is a
guess that he knew more than we sup-
pose offhand. The risky puess is to suppose
he knew only what we can prove,”

The quest for a sea route to the Orient
was renewed with passionate fervor by
Europeans who were interested in obtain-
ing the fabulous riches of China, which
Marrco Polo said so much about on his re-
turn in 1295 from extensive travels there.
The overland route to China by camels was
too Iong and hazardous. In 1497-98 the
pioneer voyage by Vasce da Gama down
the coast of Africa and around the Cape of
Good Hope opened up a southeast passage,
but, like the overland route, it was long
and treacherous. The same wag true of the
southwest passage around the southern tip
of South America, pioneered by the voy-
ape of Ferdinand Magellan in 1519-23, So
attention was turned northward.

Christopher Columbus thought China
could be reached by sailing north, and
from his time onward many explorers
searched above the Arctic Circle for a
passageway to the Pacific Ocean, In time
the entire route from the Atlantic to the
Pacific along both the Eurasian and the
North American coast was navigated, but
the ice-tlogged ses and heavy weather pre-
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vented the accomplishing of this on one
voyage. It was not until 1878 that the Swed-
ish explorer N.A.E. Nordenskjéld made
the first passage across the northern wa-
ters from the Barents Sea to the Pacific,
In his narrative regarding the voyage he
said that it was made “without the slight-
est damage to the vessel and under circum-
stances which show that the same thing
can be done again in most, perhaps in all,
years in the course of a few weeks.”

Today the Soviet Union makes exten-
sive use of this northeast passage even
though it is icebound nine months of the
year and is hazardous because of fog and
heavy weather during the open months. It
is estimated by one authority that in 1954
between onie and two million tons of freight
were shipped over this northern sea route,
and in that same year passenger Service
was also inaugurated along it,

By the mid-nineteenth century the en-
tire northwest passage along the nerthern
coast of Alaska and Canada had been navi-
gated, with various routes among the
northern islands being investigated. But
still no ship had sailed the entire passage
in one direction until the Norwegian Roald
Amundsen accomplished the feat, reaching
the Paeific Ocean in 1906 after a long trip
that originated in his native Norway. Al-
though this passage is shorter and is said
to be easier to navigate than the northeast
passage, it has not been utilized as exten-
gively.

Northern Inhabitants

Whereas such men as Nordenskjold,
Nansen, Peary and Amundsen spent much
of their lives north of the Arctic Circle in
a quest for fame and a search for a north-
ern seaway, this is not true of the Eski-
mos, the Lapps, the Samoyeds and many
others who today malke their home there,
The ancestors of many of these peoples
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evidantly lived arcungd the top of the globe
even before the Christlan Era.

Ethnologists generally assume that the
Eskimos sometime In the distant past
crossed the narrow Bering Strait to settle
as the sole native occupants all along the
top of North America as far east as Green-
land. A legend of the Eskimos gives evi-
dence as to the actual origin of their race.
The Arctic explorer Peter Freuchen said
that ““the Eskimos have, in their old tales,
traditions of a flood.” This legend, counter-
parts of which are found among most an-
cient peoples, supports the Bible record
which shows that the races had their ori-
gin with the few survivors of the Noachi-
an Flood some 4,332 years ago.—Genesis,
chaps. 6-8.

It is suggested that, after their immi-
gration into North America, the Eskimos
became involved in vicious conflicts with
the Indians, also immigrants from Asia,
and, as a result, were forced right out to
the Arctic coasts. This has been offered as
an explanation for their extremely north-
ern habitat. In any case, there are many
biood-chilling stories of the massacres
when these enemies met, Even as late as
the present century the Eskimog retained
such a dreadful fear that the cry of “In-
dians!” in an isolated Greenland settle-
ment could throw the inhabitants into a
panic.

The Eskimos, who now numbe': less than
50,000, are said to be the only true arctic
peoples. On the other hand, northern na-
tives of Europe and Asia—the Lapps, the
Samoyeds, the Yakuty, the Chukchi and
the Koryaki—are offshoots of southern
peoples with whom they keep in relatively
close contact and from whom they do not
differ racially and culturally. The Lapps,
who now number onty about 33,000, inhab-
it northern Norway, Sweden, Finland and
part of Russia east to the White Sea, This
area of about 150,000 square miles is called
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Lapland. The Samoyeds and Yakuty live in
north central Siberia, and the Chukchi and
Koryaki live east of them toward the Ber-
ing Strait. Although these main groups of
natives inhabiting the Arctic number less
than 150,000, they by no means make up
the majority of people now living above
the Arctic Circle.

Above the Arctic Cirele

Perhaps a question is raised in the minds
of some as to whether there is a difference
between the area referred to as the Arctic
and the area north of the Aretic Circle.
¥Yes, authoritics draw a distinction, be-
cause in the Western Hemisphere there
are iypical arctic areas, such as the bar-
ren north of Canada and the glacier-
covered southern part of Greenland, and
these are below the Arctic Circle. Whereas
in sections of Lapland well above the Are-
tic Cirele there is a temperate climate
where barley and garden vegetables are
grown, and where the warm Gulf Stream
keeps northern harbors ice-free the year
around.

The Arctic Circle marks the latitude at
which one encounters the strange phenom-
enon of the midnight sun, On the circle
itself, located some 1,633 miles from the
North Pole, there is one day a year when
the sun does not set all night, and, likewise,

in the winter, one day when it does not
rise, As one moves northward the number
of days of light and of darkness increase
tili at the North Pole there are roughly
six months of continuous light and six
months of polar hight,

In recent years thousands of Scandina-
vians have moved to the land of the mid-
night sun because 6f the iron-mining in-
dustry. As a result, the Swedish town of
Kiruna, located nearly 100 miles above the
Arctic Circle, has swelled from only 312
residents in 1900 to some 27,000 today.
Here the sun never sets {from May 31 until
July 14. Other towns have also experienced
population increases. For example, the city
of Murmansk located in Russian Lapland,
Although it is almost 200 miles north of
the Arctic Circle, it now has a population
of more than 225,000,

The hundreds of thousands of travelers
who visit north of the Arctic Circle each
year certainly are impressed. They stand
awe-stricken as they view the mighty
snowcapped mountains and the beautiful
waterfalls.

When coming in close contact with na-
ture man finds himself very small and
helpless. This is a wholesome lesson, and
it is one that is impressively taught by the
regions north of the Arctic Circle.

e | e e e e e e e e e ]

POLITICIANS UNDER PRESSURE
Slr Robert H. Davis, the diving historian, related the following incident to

Captain J. Y. Cousteau:

“Years ago during the construction of a tunnel under a

river, a party of politicians went down fo celebrate the meeting of the two shafts.
They drank champagne, disappeinted that the wine was flat and lifeless. It was
under depth pressure, of course, and the carbon digxide bubblex remained in
solution, When the town fathers arrived at the surface the wine popped in their
stomachs, distended their vests, and all but frothed from their ears. One dignitary
had to be rushed back into the depths to undergo ehampagne recompression.”

—The Silent World, p. 25.
20
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By “'Awakel” correspondent in Liberia

T IS called the disease of “the end of

the road” because it flourishes in rural
communities and in out-of-the-way places
where people do not enjoy rnodern hygien-
ic conveniences, In these remote areas it
opens huge oozing sores in its victims,
erodes away their flesh, cripples and, in
time, may disfigure features so horribly
that they are sickening to behold. A rare,
uncommon disease, you are thinking? By
ne means! In many tropical areas yaws
has been the paramount problem in public
health, oftenttimes afflicting more than half
the population, At the Second Internation-
al Yaws Conference in 1957, it was esti-
mated that in Africa alone there were
some 25,000,000 cases of this disease of
“the end of the road.”

Those readers unfamiliar with yaws may
wonder why they have not heard more
about it. That undoubtedly is because they
do mot live in the tropics, the area lying
on either side of the equator between the
Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capri-
corn, As Manson’s Tropical Diseases, fif-
teenth edition, 1960, observes: “Yaws at
the present day shows a striking limitation
to the tropics, but it is a disease so readily
communicable by direct contact that it
seems remarkable that it does not spread
in temperate regions.”

Even when yaws is carried back to tem-
perate zones by travelers from the tropics,
it does not spread, and those with the dis-
ease are readily cured. It is therefore evi-
dent that the heavy rainfall and humidity,
along with the fertile moisture-holding soil
of the tropics, are necessary to support
the culprit that causes yaws-—the spiral-
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shaped microorgan-
ism ireponema per-
tenue. “To sum up,”
yaws expert C. J. ':
Hackett writes,
“the conditions fa-
voring the presence
of yaws are those » -
found in the poor
personal hygiene of an isolated

peasant community in an under-developed
tropical or semi-tropieal country.”

Scourge af the Tropics

In the tropical areas of South America,
Africa, India, the West Indies, Indonesia,
the Philippines and other islands of the
South Pacific, there are literally thou-
sands of communities that fit that desecrip-
tion. In the African country of Liberia, for
instance, investigators F.S. Da Cruz-
Ferreira and H. Sterenberg in 1956 found
some 600,000 persons, or nearly hali the
country’s population, to be suffering from
yaws. They described it as the “most im-
portant health problem.” Similarly, a few
years ago yaws was called Haiti’s “major
public health problem,” Its prevalence
“representing a serious epidemic menace.”

Conditions were similar in many other
countries. For example, the book Recent
Advances in Tropical Medicine, third edi-
tion, 1961, reports: “Walters and Zahra
(1957) noted that in certain areas of East-
ern Nigeria one-quarter of the population
showed clinical signs of yaws while posi-
tive serological tests were obtained in two-
thirds. In the Western Solomon Islands, De
Breau (1955) thought it probable that 90
per cent of the children were infected be-
fore the age of 5 years.”
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its Relation to Syphilis

The microbe that causes yaws looks
identical to the one responsible for syphi-
lis, which is known as treponeru pallidum.
The history of each of the diseases is rela-
tively short, Syphilis was apparently un-
known until the time that Columbus dis-
covered America toward the end of the
fifteenth century, and yaws may be even
more recent, since the earliest reliable ac-
counts concerning it date back to only the
seventeenth century. Some yaws lesions
closely resemble those of syphilis, and
there is a similarity in that both diseases
have active and latent periods. It is also
noteworthy that yaws victims have a cer-
tain immunity to syphilis, it being rare or
unknown where yaws is prevalent.

On the other hand, yaws is not a vene-
real disease, not being transmitted by sex-
val intercourse; and, unlike syphilis, it is
readily transmitted by direct contact be-
tween persons, or indirectly through con-
tact with an infected article of clothing or
the like. Simple skin contact is not enough,
however; there must be some cut or abra-
ston to allow the freponema pertenue to
enter. While yaws is usually contracted
during childhood, the majority becoming
infected bhefore they are ten years old, it
is neither hereditary nor congenital. A
pregnant mother with yaws does not give
birth to a child suffering from the disease
nor one that will develop the disease, un-
less the virus is first introduced through
a break in the skin after birth.

Although the differences are such that
yaws and syphilis are generally recognized
as two separate diseases, an authority ob-
served some ten years ago: “Whether the
organisms are in fact identical, and wheth-
er yaws is actually syphilis which has been
modified over the centuries by such fac-
tors as a hot climate, the varying human
host, the earlier average age at which the
disease is contracted, and the extragenital
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route of infection is a question which has
been warmly debated for decades.”

Effect upon Victim ‘

In rural tropical communities it is often
the custom for children to scamper around
barefoot and with little bodily clothing.
Cuts and abrasions on feet and legs are
common and so it is not surprising that
the culprit treponema pertenue gains ready
entry. Insects that feed on the matter from
yaws Jlestons are often responsible for
transferring the yaws microbe from the
infectious sore of one person to the cut or
abrasion of another.

After treponema pertenue gains entry
into its victim, it is usually a matter of
three to five weeks before the initial yaws
lesion appears. It is known as the “mother
yaws,” and it occurs at the site where the
yaws microbe invaded. The “mother yaws”
appears as a yellow-red pimple that may
grow to more than an inch in diameter, It .
erodes and ulcerates, and the dried exu-
date forms a crust. Eventually its appear-
ance is that of a strawberry-like red mass,
and for this reason the disease is also
called frambesia, the ¥rench word for
strawherry. A week or so after the appear-
ance of the “mother yaws"” the serologic
tests for syphilis become positive and re-
main so unless rendered negative by spe-
cific therapy.

During the following weeks large cozing
sores break out all over the body, and
when the exuding clear serum dries, ugly
crusts form. The individual lesion stands
out from the skin level like a gianml wart
and, as the disease progresses, may be
nearly two inches in diameter. In many
cases the general health of the victim is
not materially affected, although some ex-
perience low-grade fever, loss of appetite
and loss of weight. Even the lesions may
not be painful, but they can itch fiercely.
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For a period of five years or so sores
may develop, subside and Fecur at irregu-
lar intervals. Often the bottorn of the feet
are affected. These lesiohs, referred to as
“erab yaws,” are not only very painful, but
they often disable their victim, In fact, in
some places they constitute one of the
chief disabling diseases of young men.

Eventually a stage of latency may be
reached when all the sores finally heal.
This, however, does not mean one is cured.
The blood may still show positive when
tested, and later, perhaps after many
yvears, so-called “late lesions” break out.
They are the tissue-destroying type and
involve large areas of skin., Sometimes a
finger can be put in a hole of eaten-away
flesh, and, if the lesions occur at a joint,
the muscles may become permanently con-
tracted. Destructive bone lesions are fre-
guent in this stage together with swelling,
tenderness and pain. Freguently the mu-
cous membranes of the mouth and nose
are attacked, resulting in the bizarre
“gangosa,” in which all or much of the
nose, as well as the lips, are eaten away.
A gruesome sight indeed!

Cure and Control

But yvaws never need progress to the
crippling and disfiguring late stages. If it
is treated earlier with just one shot of pro-
caine penicillin G in oil with two percent
aluminum monostearate {PAM) a remark-
able cure is usually effected in a few days.
In recent years well coordinated treatment
campaigns have administered these shots
to millions of yaws sufferers, and, as a re-

sult, yaws has all but been knocked out in
many areas where it constituted the pri-
mary health problem.

-Manson’s Tropical Diseases, 1960, re-
ports: “In Ceylon, Guadeloupe and Guam,
vaws has disappeared. In Jamaica the in-
cidence has fallen from 90 to 1 per cent.
In the Marshall Islands it has fallen from
100 per cent to almost nil. In the Fiji Is-
lands much the same transformation has
taken place. In the Philippines the fall has
been from 10 to 2 per cent.” And the book
Recent Advances in Tropical Medicine,
1961, ohserves: “In the Indonesian cam-
paign, a follow-up examination nine
months t0 one year later showed an over-
all cure rate of 84.7 per cent . . . Even
greater success is reported by Petrus and
Velarde Thomé (1957) to have followed
the campaign in Haiti which covered 97.2
per cent of the population. Follow-up sur-
veys showed the incidence of clinical yaws
to be less than 1 per cent, in a country
in which the disease had previously rep-
resented the greatest scourge to rural
health,”

So the prospects for wiping out this ter-
rible disease look promising. Modern drugs
at present are quite effective. But contin-
ued relief depends on the adoption of hy-
gienic standards by those who customarily
live in filth and squalor at “the end of the
road.” Unless treatment campaigns are ac-
companied with efforts to improve coms-
munity sanitation, yaws is likely to recur,
And since living habits change slowly, it
will probably not be until the ushering in
of God’'s new world that yaws will be per-
manently liquidated.
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N YOUR daily contacts with other peo-

ple, there are freguent occasions when
you may find yourself striving to convince
someone of the correctness of an opinion.
It might be in such a small matter as the
best road to take to a certain place or the
superiority of a product sold in the mar-
ketplace, It might be within your home
when differences of opinion arise, Or it
might be with other persons regarding re-
ligious views. In any event, when you are
convinced that something is right, are you
able to persuade others that it is?

To speak persuasively one must have the
right motive, Is he sincerely trying to ben-
efit others, or is he trying to benefit only
himself? Since self-interest is usually very
evident, it can stifle persuasive speech.
Mareover, if one speaks much of the time
for the purpose of self-aggrandizement,
then on an occasion when he sincerely tries
to benefit others, his views may be rejected
because he is known as one who is self-
seeking.

Of all persons the true Christian will
speak with the right motive, for Paul, an
apostle of Jesus Christ, said: “Knowing,
therefore, the fear of the Lord, we keep
persuading men.” (2 Cor. 5:11) The Chris-
tian’s persuading of men, then, should be
with this fear of the One whom God has
made Judge of the living and the dead;
hence the Christian will use persuasive
speech to benefit others.

Listening and Queslioning

Though you have the right view on &
matter, still the person you are trying to
help may have a different view. This will
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often require
that you lister
to the other per-

et

will help vou to
get a clear view of what he believes, More-
over, listening may furnish you with the
basis for asking some thought-provoking
guestions,

A few well-chosen questions often bring
to light the truth on a matter. In court
cases, for instance, attorneys know the
value of questions in what is called
cross-examination. They regard cross-
examination as one of the hest means for
discovering the truth and liken il to a
sword for cutting through and destroying
falschoeod. So some pointed questions may
often cxpose a weak case and prepare the
other person for your view. On the other
hand, if one did not happen to have the
truth on a subject, then by listening and
asking questions he may be able to see that
his own case is weak, But if the other
person does not have the truth on the sub-
ject, your questions, such ag those asking
for sound proof, may cause him to re-
appraise his view and be more receptive to
your words.

Proof

sometimes persons who hold a view that
is widely accepted think that they are re-
lieved of the burden of proof; this is es-
pecially true in the realm of religious
ideas, Persuasive speech does not always
require you to present proof for your view
first; in some cases it may be betfer to
let the other person carry his burden of
prool. This is especially fitting when oth-
ers believe something that you do not or
when others bring forth false accusations.
For example, what did the apostle Paul do
when he was falsely accused before Gover-
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nor Felix in the first century? Paul’s ene-
mies accused him of “stirring up. seditions
among all the Jeg'sf’ and of trying ‘‘to pro-
fane the temple.” Paul simply let the bur-
den of proof rest with his accusers, for he
said to the governor: “Nor can they prove
to you the things of which they are ac-
cusing me right now.” (Acts 24:5, 6, 13,
21) Paul let those who made false state-
ments try to prove them, but he himself
went on to show that his enemies merely
had a religious grudge.

Hence there are times when it is proper
to remind others that if they believe this
and that, then what is their proof? For
example, the religious doctrine of the trin-
ity is widely accepted among the religions
of Christendom. In a discussion of the top-
ic, the one who believes it might be called
upon to prove why he believes it te be true.
Asked to furnish proof, a person in such
a situation might realize that he believes
it mainly on the basis that many other
persons also believe it. But the fact that
large numbers of persons believe a certain
thing has little to do with its truth. At one
time it was commonly believed that the
sun moved around the earth; now the be-
lief is that the earth moves around the sun.
The same thing may be said of beliefs in
the religious realm or any other,

To speak persuasively you must present
proof, not assertions. This requires you to
gather a number of facts from sources that
are mutually accepted as authorities. So
work toward that goal. For instance, in a
discussion about the doctrine of the trin-
ity, the one arguing in favor of it might
be inclined to prove it solely by traditions.
However, it could be peinted out that the
Holy Bible makes it clear that man-made
traditions really make invalid God’s Word,
as Jesus declared. (Mark 7:13) By proving
that tradition is not a reliable authority,
the Bible may then be used as a mutuaily
acceptable authority,
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So while listening to the other person,
keep asking yourself, “What is his proof?
What bearing does this or that statement
have on the subject?” Ask questions if
advisable; try to get a mutually acceptable
authority.

Pitfalls to Persuasive Speech

When some persons lack proof, they re-
sort to certain deceptive devices to try to
win their case. Avoiding these fallacies,
as well as being able to recognize them
when they are used by others, is important
in speaking persuasively, One of the most
common fallacies many resort to if they
lack proof is to shift attention from ideas
to certain prominent personalities con-
nected with those ideas. This device has
been used so long it is known by a Latin
name argumenium ad hominem—switch-
ing the argument from the issue to a man.
Those with weak cases thus like to be-
smirch personalities to cover up the fact
that they cannot prove their case in the
realm of ideas. Stick to the issue,

Shifting ground is another deceptive de-
vice used by those who lack proof, They
shift fram the original proposition to an-
other. The other person must watch for
this and insist that they stick to the origi-
nal issue. Unless he does this, the one try-
ing to speak persuasively may be led from
one subject to another, and he will likely
fail to speak convineingly on the subject
he considered vital,

Suppose something a person imagines
has not really happened, but he wants to
argue about what would have resulted if
it had. He would be trying to persuade his
listener by what is called a hypothesis that
is contrary to fact. Suppose he asks you
this question: “What would God have done
if Jesus Christ had failed to keep his in-
tegrity?” The hypothesis is contrary to
the fact of what actually did happen. The
only way it could be knmown what God

25



would have done would be for those cir-
cumstances to have taken place. They did
not,

Presenting contradictory premises is
another fallacy to be avoided in speak-
Ing persuasively. Such a fallacy is the
commonly asked question: “What would
happen if an irresistible force met an
immovable object?”’ The premises are con-
tradictory and thus cance]l out each other.
The force would no longer be irresistible
if it met an immovable cbject, and vice
versa.

Be on guard against deceptive devices;
and in convincing others of a truth avoid
such fallacies and support your belief with
convincing facts.

How You Say It

To speak persuasively it is not only
what you say that matters but equally vi-
tal is how you say it! Stressing the im-
portance of how you should say it, the
apostle Paul wrote: “Let your utterance
be always with graciousness, seasoned
with salt, so as to know how you ought
to give an answer to each one,”—Col. 4:6.

So there is an art in the presenting of
information and facts, and we must realize
this; otherwise even though we have the
truth, our message might lose its force be-
cause of the way we say it. The apostolic
counsel here shows the vital need to pre-
sent the truth with graciousness, speaking
in a kind, mild way that is profitable and
upbuilding to others,

One might have reason to counsel an-
other person as to the right way of doing
something, say, in how fo present Bible

information. Yet though the ¢ounsel may
be correct, it might not be presented gra-
ciously, with the result that the person to
be benefited is really discouraged. Then
the counsel would work to the opposite
effect; it would not be beneficial.

If we will speak with graciousness, then
we must guard against being discouraging
when we want to be encouraging. Also,
we must guard against being cold and de-
tached, for how can we persuade others if
we lack earnestness and sincerity? On the
other hand, if we become too emotional
and speak in un excited tone of voice, the
listener may think either we are odd or
we are trying to win our case with ema-
tion rather than with reason and truth.

An angry tone of voice will likewise not
help us to speak persuasively, Moreover,
the Christian instructs ‘“‘with mildness
those not favorably disposed.” (2 Tim. 2:
23) If others ure angry, the Christian is
not to be so. You are not likely to con-
vince a person that you are right if you
first make him anpry or enter into harsh
contention. Instructing with mildness is
the proper way. Hence God’s Word says:
“He that is sweel in his lips ardds persua-
siveness.” (Prov, 16:21) So by speaking
in unexcited, mild, pleasant and earnest
tones, one adds persuasiveness to his
speech,

Facts when prescnted in a fair, convine-
ing manner, pleasantly and with gracious-
ness, are powerful persuaders in causing
others to acknswiedge a truth that can
benefit them. Lo good with knowledge by
speaking the truth persuasively.
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AL
; r WORD IS TRUTH?

Did John the
Baptist Doubt?

NSRRI

E Scriptures show John the Baptist
to have been the forerunner or intro-
ducer of Jesus Christ, Concerning his bap-
tizing of Jesus, John bore testimony: “I
viewed the spirit coming down as a dove
out of heaven, and it remained upon him,
Even I did not know him, but the very
One who sent me to baptize in water said
to me, ‘Whoever it is upon whom you see
the spirit coming down and remaining,
this is the one that baptizes in holy spirit.’
And I have seen it, and I have borne wit-
ness that this one is the Son of Geod.”
—John 1:32-34,

By saying, “Even I did not know him,”
John did not mean that he was wholly un-
familiar with Jesus but, rather, that he
did not know that Jesus was the Son of
God, the Messiah, which is the point that
he himself here emphasizes. John must
have been familiar with Jesus, for he was
his cousin, In fact, it is quite likely that
his mother told him about some of the
-miraculous events that took place at the
time of Jesus’ birth.

But the question has been asked, Why,
if John had supernatural testimony at the
time of Jesus’ baptism that Jesus Christ
was indeed the Sonh of God, did John later
send two of his disciples to Jesus with the
inquiry, “Are you the Coming One or are
we to expect a different one?”’—Luke 7:19.

Does this mean that John grew weak in
faith, because of his having been put in
prison, and so doubted that Jesus was the
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Son of God? No, that does not seem to be

" a reasonable conelusion, Had John begun

to waver in faith Jesus hardly would have
testifled regarding John the Baptist as he
did right after John's disciples had come
to Jesus with his guestion.

Said Jesus on that occasion: “Really,
then, why did you go out? To see a proph-
et? Yes, I tell you, and far more than a
prophet. Truly I say to you people, Among
those born of women there has not been
raised up a greater than John the Baptist.”
Would Jesus on that occasion have spoken
so highly of John, had John begun to
doubt?—Matt. 11:8, 11,

If John did not send this inquiry because
of his doubting that Jesus was the Son of
God, what caused him to send it? The ex-
planation has been offered that John made
this inquiry solely for the benefit of his
own disciples who may have doubted. This
may have been the case, but, in view of
the fact that John sent this message after
he was imprisoned, it would seem to in-
dicate that there was more to it than just
that.—Matt. 11:2,

Another explanation given is that John
sent for this report, not because he doubt-
ed that Jesus was the Messiah, but be-
cause he wanted verification. It was a
proper request for a confirmation of the
announcement John had previously made
of Jesus as the Messiah, and was comfort-
ing to him in prison.

However, there is yet another explana-
tion that seems to be even more to the
point, and the distinctive word John used
on that ocecasion throws light upen it. He
did not ask, ‘Are you the Coming One, or
are we to expect another or somebody
else?’ {Greek: allon), merely meaning nu-
merically another. No, but he asked, ‘Are
we to expect still another or a different
one? (Greek: heteron), that is, a second
or a different kind. That is, ‘Is there yet
to come another after you? That is why
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the painstakingly exact New World Trans-
lation as well as Rotherham’s translation
here read “different” instead of “another,”
so as to distinguish between the two Greek
words allon and heteron.

From this it would appear that John
was not at all doubting that Jesus was the
Son of God. He had proof furnished him
to two of his senses, seeing holy spirit
come upon Jesus in the form of a dove and
then hearing the voice of God himself say:
“This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have
approved.” However, in view of his pro-
tracted imprisonment and the prospect of
his being executed, John might have begun
to wonder if there was not to be another,
a still different one, one who was to come
after Jesus, a successor, as it were, who
was to fulfill all the hopes of the Jews.
—Matt. 3:17.

In this connection it is of interest to note
that at a much later time Jews who found
it difficult to reconcile the prophecies con-
cerning the sufferings of the Messiah with
those that spoke of his triumph and glory
endeavored to resolve the matter by teach-
ing that there would be two Messiahs: Mes-
siah Ben-Joseph, who would experience
suffering, and Messiah Ben-David, who
would fulfill the promises made concern-
ing the glorious Kingdom rule.

A comparison between the way Jesus
answered John and the way he answered
a question of his apostles is also enlighten-
ing. They had asked: “Lord, are you re-
storing the kingdom to Israel at this
time?" Jesus did not answer “Yes,” or
“No,” but diverted their question by say-

ing: “It does not belong to you to get
knowledge of the times or seasons which
the Father has placed in his own jurisdic-
tion; but you will receive power when the
holy spirit arrives upon you, and you will
be witnesses of me . . . to the most distant
part of the earth.” Had he told them at
that time that he would not establish his
kingdom for some nineteen centuries, they
might have wondered. So he gave them to
understand that they were not to be un-
duly concerned about the time element
and stressed in what they were to be in-
terested—-in being witnesses of him.—Acts
1:6-8,

So also with John the Baptist, Jesus did
not answer, ‘Of ecourse I am the one that
was to come!” No, rather, “in that hour
he cured many of sicknesses . . . Hence in
answer he said to the two: ‘Go your way,
report to John what you saw and heard:
the blind are receiving sight, the lame are
walking, the lepers are being cleansed and
the deaf are hearing, the dead are being
raised up, the poor are being told the good
news, And happy is he who has not stum-
bled over me.” In other words, since
John’s question may have implied an ex-
pectation of Jesus’ doing more than he
was doing, such as freeing John himself,
Jesus was telling John not to expect more
than all this.—Luke 7:21-23,

So, in answer 1o the question, Did John
the Baptist doubt? it must be said, No, he
did noi doubt that Jesus was the Son of
God. But apparently he did wonder if still
a different one was coming after Jesus to
fulfil all the prophecies relating to the
Messiah’s glory.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONFIRMATION

® When German excavators cleared the ruins of a building in Babylon some years
ago, they found tablets listing rations for captives and skilled workmen from many
nations. Among them are named Yaukin (Jehoiachin}, king of Judah, and other
men of Judah.—RBiblical Archaeclogist Reader, 1961, p. 108; see 2 Kings 24:12.16;

25:27-30,
28
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Witness Released!

@ After having served four
years and seven months of
a five-year prison term in

Communist China, Harold
George King, a missionary of
the Watch Tower Society, one
of Jehovah's witnesses, has
been released, arriving in Hong
Kong on May 27. Brother King
said he was “in cxcellent
shape, mentally, physically and
spiritually.,” Wateh Tower So-
ciety mmissionary Stanley Er
nest Jones, wha was arrested
at the same time that King
was, namely, October, 1958, had
‘been sentenced to seven years'
imprisonment. It is reported
that before leaving China
Brother King was given a ¢on-
ducted tour of Shanghai and
Cantoi.

African Unity

@ In mid-May, the heads of
28 independent African states
gathered in Addis Ababa, the
capital of Ethiopia, Only three
of the twenty-eight were inde-
pendent at the elose of World
War II. African unity was the
main item on the agenda, Two
states were not invited—South
Africa, beeause of its apart-
heid sepregation policy; and
Togo, because its present gov-
ernment did not receive ap-
proval. The heads of three
other states did not attend the
pathering but sent represent-
atives. Ghana's president,
Kwame Nkrumah, spoke out
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in favor of swift political
unity. “We must unite now or
perish,” he said. A number of
others supported a gradual ap-
proach to unity. Ethiopian Em-
peror Halle Selassie declared
that “tradition cannot be aban.
doned at once.”

Abortions in Japan

% Phillp M. Hauser, professor
of sociology at the University
of Chicago, reportedly stated
that as a consequence of the
legralization of abortien in Ja-
parn, about half of all preg-
nancies in that country end
in abortions. The New York
Times, May 28, said that Hau-
ser estimated the annual abor-
tions in Japan at 1,500,000,
Think of it: A million and a
half “legal" Inurders every
year! For the United States,
he sald, the flgure was about
1,000,000 a year. Reliable fig-
ures in the U.S, are not avail.
able, because most abortlons
are llegal,

World’s Jewish Population

& The Institute of Jewish
Affaits of the World Jew-
Ish Congress states that the
world's Jewish population now
totals some 13,000,000. About
5,000,000 Jews live in the Unit.
ed States, 2,045000 in Israel,
2,300,000 in the Soviet Union
and 450,000 in Britain. in 1939
there was a world Jewish pop-
ulation of 16,763,000,

In 1,202 Languages
@ According to the American
Bible Society, the complete

-Bible {s now tranglated into

228 languapges and dialects,
the “New Testament” into an
additional 285, and portions
of the Bible, such as the com-
plcte individual books of Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John,
inte another 689, for a grand
total of 1,202 languages and
dialects.

Widows Increasing

@ The US. Census Depart.
ment says that widows have
been increasing at the rate of
100,000 a year since 1943 ip
America, Now there are 8250,
000, or four widows for every
widower,

Elected for Life

@ The Indonesian Congress in
mid-May appointed President
Sukarno of Indonesia to serve
in his office for life, "I ac-
cept the decision,” Sukarna
said, “in order to give lead.
ership to the revolytionary
struggle ot the people of Indo.
nesialt”’

Farmers Say “No"”

@ Wheat farmers in the Unit.
ed Siates rejected the povern.
ment’s price-sUpport program
for the first time. The govern.
ment made a desperate effort
to get the nation’s abundant
harvests under control. It at.
tempted to put a lid on the
amount the farmers could sell
as well as grow. But this time
the farmers felt the squeeze.
They said “No.”

Average Income

® A new ropor by the U.S,
president’s Council on Aging,
as reported by U8, News &£
World Report, May 27, revealg
these facts about older people
and their income: “There are
nearly 18 million people over
65 in the U.S. today. ‘Incomes
are Usually inadequate for
even a modest level of living.'
‘Half of the older couples in
the United States have an in-
came of less than $2530 a
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vear, and hall of them have
more,’ ‘The average older per-
son living alone has an income
of only §1,055 a year.’ Older
men average £1,315 a year in
income, the Council says, and
older women only $500.”

Needles In Orbit

& Four hundred million tiny
coppetr needles, each thinner
than a hair and three-quarters
of an inch long, have been
ejected into orbif around the
earth. The purpose ig to form
a tiny copper belt around
the earth so that a radio-
communications system can
be formed that cannot be
jammed. The project was op-
posed by many scientists—par-
ticularly by astronomers,

Big Buosiness

@ Whatis the bigpest business
in the world? The U.S. gov-
ermmment is. It is the world's
biggest spender, lender, bor-
rower, employer, property
owner, tenant and ‘insurer.
Statistlcs compiled by former
Budget Bureau Director Mau-
rice H. Stans highlight these
points about the U.3. govern-
ment, as published by Health-
ways: The UK. government
“taxes and spends ninety bil-
lion dollars a year, which is
one dollar out of every six
dollars in goods and services
produced in the country” It
“employs two and onehalf
million civilians and two mil-
lion, eight hundred -thousand
military personnel, which is
one ouf of every thirtecn per-
sons employed in the United
States.” It “owns 767,766,434
acres of land, about one out
of every three acres in the
country.” It *“owns 421,380
bulldings with two and one-
half billion sgquare feet of floor
space, and leases 96,381,000
square feet of building space
and 1,676,000 acres of land.”

Water in Demand

@& It is claimed that, unless
drastic changes are made, in
less than forty years 75 per-
cent of the water in rivers
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and streams in the United
States will have to be with.
drawn to meet the natlon’s
needs, although only 2% per-
cent s being used at present.
—8cience News Letier, May
18, 1963.

Unfilled Oavitles

@® 'The U.S5. Health Informa-
tion Foundation sald that
the population of the United
States has a total of at least
700,000,000 unfilled dental cav-
ities—an average of ahout
four per person. This total is
being added to, rather than
subtracted from each year, the
report stated.

Deeper In Debt

@® The U.S, governmeant raised
its debt celling from $305,000,
000,000 to $307,000,000,000. The
Wall Streel Journal for May
16 said that *“a further in-
crease to $309 billion would
go into effect from July 1 un-
til Aug. 31. After that, the
Treasury is expected to ask
Congress for still another in-
cregse, possibly to $320 bil-
lion.”

“Falth 7"

& U8, astronaut Major L.
Gordon Cooper, Jr.,, brought
his spacecraft “Faith 7" safely
down to earth on May 16 after
a 22orbit flight. In all, he
traveled some 600,000 miles
in 34 hours and 20 minutes.
He wmanually controlled his
capsule when his automatic
controls failed, He landed his
craft right on the “bull’s-eya,”
less than four miles from the
aircraft carrier Kearsarpge.
The 36-yvearold, Oklahoma-
born spaceman expressed won-
derment at being able to see
smoke curling out of houses
in Tibet from more than 100
miles up, Space-agency officials
called it a “textbook” flight
and the astronaut’s perfor
mance “superlative.”

Priest Locks Church Doors

& When people began to
drift out of the “Holy Trin-
ity Church,” in Newark, Notts,

England, Reman Catholic
priest Peter O'Dowd ordered
the church doors closed. He
told the parishioners tc re-
turn to thefr seats. “I want
you to stay,” he said, “It is
an insult to the Almighty—on
Easter Sunday of all Sun-
days.”” At the end of the bene-
diction, some ten minutes lat-
er, the doors wecre reopened.
The exodus resumed.—Deaily
Mirror, April 15, 1963.

Divorce

@® On the 1960 divoree-rate
flgurcs, there was a one-in-
four risk for the British wife
under 20 that her marriage
would end in divorce. Sir Joce-
lyn Simon, president of the
Probate, Divorce and Admiral-
ty Division of the High Court,
asserted that in 1960 under
half the divorces were on the
ground of adultery. Of these,
over half were by husbands
against wives., Then he asked:
*Is it conscnant with our ideas
of justice that a husband who
has enjoyed the services of
his wife during her spring-
time and summer, should be
able to cast her away in the
autumn, and c¢laim that the
marriage has irrefrievably
broken down because he has
no jntention of returning to
a woman whoe has lost all at-
traction for him?” The Daily
Felegraph and Morning Post,
April 8, said there was little
support for those who assert-
ed complacently that family
life was becoming more stable,
“In every year from 1958 to
1962 there had been an in-
crease in divorce petitions
Aled, from 25,584 in 1958 to
33,818 in 1962. This year the
figurcs were up again.”

Church Attendanee

@ A time clock has come to
church. The May, 1963, issue
of the Protestant Church tells
of a pastor in Kansas City,
Missouri (U.5.), who has in-
stalled a time clock in the
foyer of the church. The maga-
zine says: “At Sunday ser-
vices, churchgoers register
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thelr presence by ‘punching
in’* Attendance has been on
the upsurge since the clock
has been installed. In New
York city a church has taken
a hint from the attendance
methods in Industry and has
provided for a coffee break
right after Sunday services,
Attendance at the church has
reportedly doubled, but spiri-
tuality is obviously lacking.

Priest Criticlzes Catholiclam

@® Roman Catholic priest Hans
Kung, professor of dogmatic
theology at the University of
Tubingen In Germany, crit-
cized his own church. Accord-
ing to the San Francisco Ex-
aminer, April 1, Kung called
for at least three reforms in
his church: (1) “Abolition of
the index of prohibited books.”
(2) “Abolition of advanee cen-
sorship of religious books.”
(3) *And abolition of what he
called ‘Roman inquisitorial

proceedings’ agalnst the cler- .

gy.” This paper quoted Kung
as saying: “In the course of

centurles many faults have
been committed by and in the
Catholic Church against free-
dom of consclence. . . . The
inquisition, in particular, with
its appalling trlals, confisca-
tion of goods, imprisonments,
torture, and countless death
sentences cannot be justified
in any way whatsoever, how-
ever we try to understand it
In the terms of the circumstanc.
es of the time.” He called on
the Catholic clergy of pre
dominantly Catholic Spaln to
be the loudest in calling for
tolerance of other religlons.
Wil]l they hear? Will they
heed?

Mental Illness

@ Almost four out of every
thousand persons of the pop-
ulatlon of Ontario, Canada, are
on the books of one of the
province’s mental hospitals,
said Dr. Dymond, Ontario’s
Health Minister. He called
mental illness Ontario’s “great.
est health problem.” The Otta-
wa (Can.}) Journal reported
that over T6 percent of the

total health appropriation is
being channeled to care for
the mentally ill. Desplte this
fact, the problem is nowhere
near checked. At present there
are upward of 23,400 patients
in Ontario mental hospltals
and hospital schools.

Water Pollution

@® Polluted water killed some
10,000 northward-migrating
ducks on the Misslissippl River.
About 1,000,000 gallons of oil
had spilled into the Minnesota
River, which flows into the
Mississippi. A broken fuel-oil
pipe was the cause, Soybean
oil came from a burst storage
tank, also on the Minnesota
River, and 1,500,000 gallons of
it went into the water. A
special report to the New York
Times, April 28, said that the
combination of the two oils
soaked the ducks feathers,
“causing them to lose both
their ability to fly and their
natural buoyancy. Some sank
so deep that only their bills
were above water.” Others
perished.
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INTELLIGENT

UNINTELLIGIBLES

WATCH TOWER

Please send me the valuable

Afriea, 55¢).

THE RIDGEWAY

Much can be said for education, but
it is of little value if it is not used
effectively. So it is with a knowledge
of the Bible, You can enjoy lasting
benefits and help others with the val-
uahble pocket Bible manual “Make
Sure of All Things.” It quotes with-
out comment related Bible texts on
287 subjects and 70 major topics.
Send for your copy today. It is only
5/6 (for Australia, 6/-; for South

LONDON N.W. 7

ocket Bible manual “Make Sure of AR Things.’” 1 am enclosing
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GODS WILL
and

Have you ever seriously considered that God must have a will?
Have you thought what it must mean to you? Have you con-
sidered the possibility that you might not be fulfilling God's
will—in spite of your sincere effort? Have you prayed: “Let
your will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth”? What is
God’'s will for this earth? What is your place in that wili?
Can you be sure? Can you afford nof to find oul? Read these
two amazing books, both based on the words of the “Lord's
prayer.” Read:

"YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH"
AND

“LET YOUR NAME BE SANCTIFIED”

Both are hardhound books wilh title embossed in gold,
totaling 768 pages. They highlight the remarkable proph-
eey of Daniel and the dramatic lives of the prophets
Elliah and Ellsha. Obtain both for onky 7/- (for Aus-
tralta, 8/-; for Soulh Africa, 70c}). Send now.
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WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY ‘LONDON NW. 7

Please sond ‘mc the two rewarding books “Your Will Be Dane on Ferih” and “Let Your Name
Be Sanctified.”’ I am enclosing T/- (for Australia, 8/-; for South Afriea, Toe). ¥For mailing the
coupor. T am to rcceive free the two timely baoklets God’s Kingdom Rules—-Is the World’s Fad
Near? and Healing of the Nefiong Has Drawn Near.
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