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Volume XLlll London, England, September 8, 1982 Number 17 

"TAKE it easy!" is 
a very common 

expression. In fact, so 
common is it that even bums and others 
who hardly ever raise a finger to work bid 
each other adieu with an encouragement 
to take it easy. But why take it easy when 
life is by far more enjoyable and healthier 
when the body and mind are vigorously 
active? 

The late English historian Robin G. 
Collingwood said that he believed that 
great happiness could come from "the 
knowledge that one is free to go on doing, 
day by day, the best work one can do." 
Fonner Supreme Court Chief Justice of 
the United States Charles E. Hughes de· 
clared: "I believe in work, hard work and 
long hours of work. Men do not break 
down from overwork, but from worry and 
dissipation." So why take it easy? 

Today Americans over sixty.five years 
of age are retiring at the rate of 3,000 a 
day. However, over· four million of these 
have not stopped but have gone on work· 
Ing. They :have learned that vitality and 
ability are not entirely governed by age. 
Work holds rewards for them. Of this, 
Science Digest, April, 1960, had this to 
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the need for social 
participation. It has 

provided . . . a chance to achieve or be 
creative, or a chance to be of service to 
others." So these persons want to go on 
.working. They do not want to take it easy, 
nor should they for their health's sake. 

Loafing on the job or elsewhere may 
suit some people, but it does not suit those 
who are accustomed to responsibility or 
the stimulation of work. They enjoy doing 
things. 

Annually untold work -hours are lost 
simply because both men and women take 
it easy when they should be working. They 
look upon work as a curse, an enemy­
no"t a friend. It is also true that most of 
these clock watchers and loafers seldom, 
if ever, i:et enjoyment out of their work, 
mainly because they refuse to give of 
themselves and put their heart into their 
work. Therefore, they miss not only the 
joy of exhilarating exercise, but also the 
thrill of accomplishment. The happiness 
that comes from a job well done is never 
theirs. What they usually reap are long 
hours and days that drag on, because of 
their lack of enthusiasm for work. So why 
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take it easy? Throw yourself into your 
work and enjoy it. 

Admittedly, some employers are not the 
best sort of persons in the world to work 
for, but that does not justify loafing, hold­
ing back and taking it easy. Your half­
hearted service not only makes your em­
ployer miserable but you as well. What is 
more, you reap the effects of his irritation. 
Thus you heap trouble on your own head 
by taking it easy. So why do yourself in­
jury? Work. 

By turning to the Bible we can learn 
there the proper attitude that man should 
have toward his work. The apostle Paul 
admonishes Christian workers: "Do not 
loiter at your business. Be aglow with the 
spirit." "Whatever you are doing, work at 
it whole-souled as to Jehovah, and not to 
men, for you know that it is from J!'!hovah 
you will receive the due reward of the in­
heritance." (Rom. 12:11; Col. 3:23, 24) 
No taking it easy for Christians, but 
whole~souled work! In turn, this has a 
wholesome effect on all concerned. 

People who love life crave activity. And 
faithful servants of God were and are such 
people. Take for example Noah. He reared 
a family, became a preacher of righteous­
ness and built an ark after he was five 
hWldred years old! Abram was seventy­
five wll.en be left Haran to take up a whole 
new life in Canaan. Moses at eighty be­
came leader of the children of Israel. Ca­
leb at eighty-five said of himself: "I am 
today as strong as on the day of Moses' 
sending me out. As my power was then, so 
my power is now for the war, both to go 
out and -ro come in." (Josh. 14:7-11) Paul, 
after many years of full-time ministry, 
told the Thessalonians about ''working 
night and day,'' so as not to put an ex­
pensive burden upon any one of them. 
(1 Thess. 2:9) And at Revelation 7:15 we 
read of those who come out of the "great 
tribulation" rendering God "sacred ser-
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Vice day and night in his temple." No­
where in the Bible do we read anything 
favorable about one that says, "Take it 
easy!" Industriousness, not slothfulness or 
idleness, is what is praised. So, then, why 
take it easy? 

Since life is not without purpose and 
time is precious, we should do well to take 
stock of how we 'Spend our time. Not to 
waste time takes planning. For leisure or 
free time operates on the prineiple of the 
vacuum; as soon as it is created, some­
thing has to move in. To have something 
worthwhile move in, plan your evenings 
and weekends. blstead of being a viewer, 
become a doer, and you will be happier for 
it. Some may build their own garage. They 
plant their own :flowers and lawn. Others 
create toys for their children and repair 
their own car. Energetic hou~fftives, in­
st€ad of cooking the same dishes over and 
over again, enjoy planning new dishes. 
They may set the table differently, re­
arrange the furniture or sew their own 
wardrobe. They know that the most re­
warding use of1:ime is not taking it easy, 
but using it well. This calls for attention, 
not only to the home, but to the spiritual 
welfare of those who live in it as well. 

Free time may provide an escape from 
secular work, but never let it be·an ~ape 
from God and your responsibility to God. 
Use free time to cultivate the mind and re­
new the spirit. Schedule time for good 
reading, especially the Holy Scriptures. 
Set aside time for reflection, meditation 
and contemplation. Also, there is so much 
good to be reaped by carrying the life­
giving message of God's kingdom to peo­
ple of goodwill. Buy out time for this. Use 
your time wisely to grow spiritually, for 
from within you will draw great sati8fac­
tion and ha.ppinMS. So why take it easy 
when there is so much good to do and so 
muah pleasure in doing it? 

AWAKE! 



man body was 
made by an in­
telligent Creator 
are the order, de­
sign and wisdom so 
evitlent in it. Your brain 
and spinal cord, for example, are so mas­
terfu1Iy designed that the most complex 
circuitry in man-made computers appears 
crude in comparison. Wllen a surgeon un­
covers the spl.na1 cord, be 1ooks at an 'im­
pressive sight. Remarking about this, Dr. 
Joseph P. Evans, a professor of neuro­
surgery, said: "There is also a fine tracery 
of blood vessels that is beautiful to behold. 
But overshadowing everything, is the great 
order apparent in all this. If one reflects 
how orderly this is, and how much more 
elaborate is the brain, whose secrets are 
even more deeply bidden than those of the 
spinal cord, the reality of great order is 
almost overwhelming." 

What do you know abOut the One who 
designed this complex spinal cord? What 
do you know about the One who made 
your remarkable body so that all its com­
plex parts function smoothly as a united 
whole? What do you know about this One 
whose amazing creations are a cause for 
ceaseless wonderment by man? Do you 
think of this Creator as being the God that 
all people worship no matter what their 
religion may be? If you do, you do not 
know your Creator. 

SEPTEMBER 8, 1962 

Many Gods 
Throughout the world men direct wor­

shipful devotion to a vast 
number of gods. Some 

are animals, birds, 

Hgw js be sxidegt'' 
Whgt is hjs name? 

What ore his pvrposes? 

reptiles and oth­
er things of 
creation. Still 
others are idols 
made by the 
hauds n{ m~n. 
To imagine 
that this wor­
ship goes indi­
rectly to man's 
Creator is a 
misconception 
that is just as 

great as the thought that such thingS are 
go.ds worthy of worship. Your Creator 
rightly expects you to worship him rather 
than the things he has created or the 
things made by the hands of men. That he 
requires exclusive devotion is made evi­
dent in the second of the Ten Command­
ments he gave to the nation of Israel: 
"You must not make for yourself a carved 
image er a form like anything that is in 
the heavens above or that is on the earth 
underneath or that is in the waters under 
the earth. You must not bow down to 
them nor be induced to serve them, be­
cause I Jehovah your God am a God ex­
acting e"clusive devotion."-Ex. 20:4, 5. 

The repeated warnings that the true 
God gave to that nation about not going 
after other gods confirm the fact that not 
all religious worship goes indirectly to 
him. He cannot be represented by an im­
age of a human or a beast and worshiped 
through such ~presentations, as was 
pointed out by the apostle Paul: "Although 
asserting they were wise, they became 
foolish and turned the glory of the in­
corruptible God into samethin~ like the 
image of corruptible man and of birds and 



fourMfootetl creatures ana creeping things. 
Therefore God, in keeping with the deM 
sires of their hearts, gave them up to unM 
cleanness, that thelr bodles might be dis­
honored among them, even those who 
exchanged the truth of God for the lie 
and venerated and rendered sacred ser­
vice to the creation rather than the One 
who created, who is blessed forever." 
-Rom. 1: 22-25. 

If you profess to be a Christian, do you 
give your Creator exclusive devotion or 
do you venerate created things such as 
living and dead humans? Do you venerate 
religious objects made by the hands of 
men? Do not imagine that such worship is 
acceptable to the Creator. If you think it 
is, you do not know him. 

Do you make the gaining of money of 
greater importance in your life than godly 
devotion? ls your chief concern the finding 
of pleasure? Do you adulate science? If 
you do, such things become your gods. 
These are the gods you worship although 
you may be a regular church attender and 
profess to be a Christian. This was ad­
mitted by Presbyterian clergyman William 
S. Meyer, who said: "We worship other 
gods, rnade by our own hands, such as 
science, education, progress, money, pow­
er, prosperity, pleasure, reason, success, 
dividends and investments. We should ask 
ourselves this question, 'In what do I 
place most deeply my soul's reliance?' " 
Persons who worship such things, tvhether 
knowingly or unknowingly, manifest ig­
norance of their Creator although they 
may be good church members. 

By becoming a part of this corrupt 
world and venerating the things that it 
honors and holds in high esteem, a person 
unwittingly renders devotion to the chief 
adversary of the Cr~tor. That enemy of 
righteousness is identified as the god of 
this world by the apostle Paul. "The god 
of this system of things has blinded the 
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minds' of the unbelievers, that the illurnt­
nation of the glorious good news about the 
Christ, who is the image of God, might 
not shine through." (2 Cor. 4:4) No won­
der this world brings forth the Devil's 
wicked fruits! No wonder James says that 
whosoever "wants to be a friend of the 
world is constituting himself an enemy of 
God." (Jas. 4:4) Are you certain that you 
are not unknowingly worshiping or serv­
ing the wicked god of this world? 

The True God 
If you think that your Creator is a trin­

ity of three gods in one, you do not really 
know him. The trinitarian Hindu view of 
three gods in one-Brahma, Vishnu and 
Siva-is not the accurate view of the true 
God. Neither is Christendom's trinity. The 
true God stands alone as a single Being 
without equal. "Is it not one father that all 
of us have? ls it not one God that has 
created us?" (Mal. 2:10) Jesus Christ 
viewed the Creator properly as One who 
is superior to all living creatures, including 
himself. He said: "The Father is greater 
than I am." (John 14:28) This majestic 
Being who, as Creator, is the source of all 
life is the One tvhom Jesus Christ wor­
shiped as his God. "I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father and to my God 
and your God." (John 20:17) He appre­
ciated the need for accurate knowledge 
about God. 

It is only by taking in accurate knowl­
edge of the true God from his written 
Word that you are able to get the proper 
view of this One who sent Jesus Christ to 
the earth. "This means everlasting life, 
their taking in knowledge of you, the only 
true God, and of the one whom you sent 
forth, Jesus Christ." (John 17:3) As one 
who is sent, Jesus recognized his inferi­
ority to the one supreme Being. Pointing 
out this Christian view of the Creator, the 
apostle Paul said: "There is actually to us 

A WAKE! 



one God the Father. out of whom all things 
are, and we for him; and there is one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all 
things are, and we through him."-1 Cor. 
8:6. 

Not Nameless 
Regarding the name of the Creator Ca­

nadian clergyman G. Stanley Russell said: 
"The name that people give to GQd is also 
unimportant. He is not. IJ.kely to listen to 
their prayers less carefully because they 
address him as 'Allah,' or even, like the 
North American Indians, as 'Manitou.' " 
If this is your view, you do not know your 
Creator. He has made it evident in the 
Scriptures that he is particularly interest­
ed in being identified by name. 

As the true God, his name is set apart 
from those of all other gods, and that 
exclusive riame distinguishes him from 
those gods. Jesus acknowledged this when 
he opened his model prayer by saying: 
"Our Father in the heavens, let your name 
be sanctified."-Matt. 6:9. 

The importance that the Creator places 
upon his distinguishing name is made evi­
dent repeatedly in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
To the nation of Israel, who brought re­
proach upon his name by going after oth­
er gods, he said: "I shall certainly sanctify 
my great name, which was being profaned 
among the nations, which you profaned in 
the midst of them; and the nations will 
have to know that I am Jehovah.''-Ezek. 
36:23. 

The name "Jehovah" distinguishes your 
Creator from all the things that men ven­
erate as gods. He is the Most High, to 
whom all worship rightly belongs. This is 
what people must come to know: "That 
you, whose name is Jehovah, you alone 
are the Most High over all the earth." 
(Ps. 83: lS-) If you know your Creator you 
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will know his name and will direct ycur 
worship to him by that name and not im~ 
agine that this can be done by the name 
of some other god. 

Purposes 
Do you know what Jehovah's purposes 

are? How can you be acquainted with your 
Creator if you do not? Acquaintance with 
his purposes is essential to being acquaint­
ed with him, for those purposes reveal his 
characteristics. They sho\V that he is lov­
ing,_ long-suffering with man, kind and 
forgiving. They reflect his unmatched wis­
dom, his immense power, his love for 
righteousness and his great sense of jus­
tice. To really know him, it is essential to 
know what he has purposed for this earth 
and for man as well as what he requires 
Of)'.OU. 

Three of his purposes that should be of 
the greatest interest to you are the vin­
dicating of his name of the reproaches 
heaped upon it by this world, the estab­
lishing of righteous rule over mankind by 
means of his kingdom and the redeeming 
of obedient humans by means of Christ's 
sacrifice so they may have eternal life. 
Having knowledge about these purposes 
gives you a better understanding of your 
Creator and increased appreciation for 
him. Such knowledge should create a burn­
ing desire to do what he requires of his 
worshipers. His requirements are set down 
in his written Word. 

Study the Scriptures and take in the 
knowled~e that will make you acquainted 
with Jehovah, the true God. Through his 
written Word come to know the One who 
is the Desiii,!ner of your wondrously-made 
body. Learn the marvelous things Jeho­
vah has purposed for those who love him 
and who \Vorship him in the manner he 
wants to be worshiped. 
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UGHTE 
• 1n 

IT IS not limited 
co animals. No, the wan­
ton slaughter of animals 
by thrill-seeking hunters 
is but one aspett of this 
slaughter in the woods. 
Each year, worldwide, 

thousands of persons 
are shot in hunting ac­
cidents. The situation 
is serious enough that 
many local authorities 
have sponsored safety 
training calnpaigns to 

reduce the slaughter of hunters themselves. 
Though the greater number of hunting 

accidents are not fatal, many hunters are 
seriously injured. In the United States 
about 1,500 persons are shot each year; of 
these about 300 persons die from their 
wounds. Of the several hundred persons 
hit last year in Canada, eighty-seven died. 
About 20 percent of all gun mishaps are 
fatal. The death rate in rifle accidents is 
almost double that with shotguns. 

What accounts for most of the acci­
dents? About 70 percent of them result 
from careless or trigger-happy hunters, 
some of whom shoot at whatever makes a 
noise. They foolishly make what they call 
"sound shots," not really knowing whether 
the target is a horse, a cow, game on 
which the season is open, game on which 
the season is closed or even another 
hunter. 

Some of these hunters fire away at first 
glance of something that moves, and then 
they take a longer look afterward. In the 
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States a hunter shot a buck deer and was 
bending over the carcass. This hunter was 
wearing a red coat and a red hat. How 
could another hunter mistake that scene 
for live game? Yet it happened; another 
hunter only a couple hundred yards away 
viewed the scene and immediately opened 
fire. The shot hit the man right in the hip 
pocket. He probably would have been an­
other fatal casualty of the slaughter in the 
woods had it not ~en for the fact that he 
had a box of brass cartridges in that very 
pocket, which stopped the bullet. But the 
hunter did not escape without reminders 
of the near tragedy, since he was cut with 
fragments of brass and was speckled with 
smokeless powder. 

A smaller number of hunting accidents, 
about 30 percent, are self-inflicted. Teen­
agers account for a higher percentage of 
casualties resulting from unintentional dis­
charge of a gun. These self-inflicted 
wounds result from all manner of careless­
ness. A gllll discharges because it topples 
over from some insecure prop. Though 
there are widespread laws against carry­
ing a loaded rifle or shotgun in an auto­
mobile, accidents occur every year because 
of this folly. Despite warnings about cross­
ing fences with loaded guns, many hunters 
are wounded while fenee-crossing. Some 
accidents are hard to imagine. Can you 
imagine anyone being so foolhardy as to 
use a loaded rifle as a cane with the hand 
over the muzzle? It happens. Each year 
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num~rous persons Jose various parts of 
their anatomies, mostly :fingers, bt"!cause of 
holding guns by their muzzles. 

Anyone doing hunting with firearms 
should be well familiar with the vital rules. 
Foremost, of course, is the rule to shoot 
only when the game is clearly visible. The 
value of this rule is obvious. Its ob0ervance 
would eliminate many hunting accjden!s. 
It \Vould eliminate shooting at a noise, 
\.Vhich "noise" might turn out to be an­
other hunter. 

Hunting accidents do not just happen­
they are caused, almost all of them, by 
t!1e failure of some to respect the simple 
principles of hunting safety. One of those 
principles is never to trust a safety lock. 
One hunter thought it was safe to keep a 
loaded gun in his car as long as the safety 
lock was on. But one day he saw some 
game, rushed for the gun, and in his eager­
ness accidentally released the safety lock, 
causing the gun to discharge. The result 
was a hole in his car, but it could easily 
have been \Vorse. Another good rule is 
never to hand a loaded gun to another per­
son. Never take a loaded gun into a car, 
tent or house. "Empty" guns kill scores of 
persons every year throughout the world. 

Wanton Slaughter for Fun 
The wanton slaughter of animal life \vas 

recently spotlighteG. by Prince Philip, the 
Duke of Edinburgh, at a dinner of the 
World Wildlife Fund in New York city. 
After telling how Naab brought animals 
into the ark to save them from the flood, 
be said: "Today a different kind of deluge 
threatens the earth's creatures," the flood 
of "thoughtless actions of mankind." The 
prince noted that in 2,000 years about a 
J1undred species of animals and a hundred 
species of birds had become extinct. He 
spoke of the famous passenger pigeons 
that once darkened skies in North Ameri­
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ca and yet were exterminated in ene gen­
eration, and "for fun." 

The fun seeker, the tbrill seeker, the 
status seeker and the trophy seeker­
these have all multiplied the slaughter in 
the \Voods. For these hunters it is not a 
matter of food. It is a matter of testing 
their skill, of having fun or of getting 
prestige. One noted hunter has said: "I 
like this shooting thing, stalking some rel­
atively large animal or, even more en­
joyable, shooting birds. It's like the plea­
sure of hitting a ball." 

Each year thousands of birds are 
slaughtered for furt. Telling what happened 
near the Swiss-German border, Time mag­
azine of February 2, 1962, reported fifty 
hunters closing in for the kill of a flock of 
plump, bro\vn-black Belchen (coots) that 
were paddling across Lake Constance: 

"The few Belchf:!ti that tried to escape were 
blasted out of the sky or cut down before 
they could finish their fl.ailing, loonlike take· 
off. The rest of the birds were slaughtered 
where they sat. . . At least GOO Belch.en 
were bagged within the two·hour legal hunt­
ing limit, for a f!:'w bloodthirsty hunters 
w!:'re still dissatisfied. Groused one: 'There's 
no fun unless you shoot lots of them.' ... The 
ctuckbillcd, chicken-bodied coots that the gun-
1nen slaughter ... are worthlPss as trophies, 
and dead birds are usually given to the near­
est garbage o:;ollector .... Still, more than 
7,000 are shot each year. Explains one en· 
thusiastic hunter: "I'hcy aren't good for any­
thing, and there's lCJts of them. So why not 
shoot them?' " 

How evident that the motive of these 
hunters is the mere thrill of shooting the 
birds! Other hunters seek to experience 
this thrill by shooting wtiatever they can 
find, especially larger animals. A reporter 
for the Fairbanks Dail?J News-Miner tells 
of what went on a few years ago during a 
caribou hunt in Alaska: 

"Perhaps 30 or 40 hunters in cars, or sit· 
ting on the ground with binoculars yell and 
keep firing at the Qat'i!Nlu. The frightened 
herd runs this way and that to escape. Down 
go several big bulls and ditinty cows. Some 
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sttuggle to rise and fall back on broken 
bones. The white moss is stained scarlet with 
blood. Several caribou are very dead, most 
of them gut shot. 

"One hunter rushes up, cuts gff a head and 
yells 'look at these antlers.' He doesn't clean 
the animal. He has the trophy .... [The 
hunters] were out to kill anything that 
·moved. OftentiJnes it didn't have to move. 
High-powered glllls with telescopic lens 
cracked. Bullets whizzed: far and Wide ...• 
One young woman was deliberately firing 
into the milling herd [of caribou] With a .22 
automatic. She was shaking and screaming. 
'I never had so much fun Jn my life,' she said. 
Two men brought out a machine gun. For· 
tunately the game wardens were able to take 
the gun away before tragedy struck. 

"Not only were caribou and mor;n1e shot 
down relentlessly, but small animals near 
the highway were shot just for fun. By the 
roadside we saw a mother porcupine and 
two babies all shot. Marmots, gay little 
rabbits, timid grou.se, all met the same fate. 
A little mother ... duck, a Victim Of a hunt· 
er'i; whim, lay dead beside the road. We saw 
the duck's mate return again and again to 
the dead female uttering mourn.ful cries, 
bereft of its loved one." 
What was the motive of many of these 

hunters? Was jt fgOIJ or was it thrills? 
What about the man whose sole purpose 
was trophies? the woman who screamed 
ecstatically as she pumped bullets into the 
herd of caribou? the men who came with 
a machine gun? Were they there for food 
or "fun"? Such accounts of wanton slaugh­
ter could be multiplied ad nauseam, indi­
cating that many persons take up the 
slaughter of animal life for thrills. As one 
writer has said: "Make no mistake, the 
pursuit of wild food induces a primitive 
and pleasing glandular disturbance, re­
motely akin to falling in love or winning 
a fistfight." 

Christian View of Hunting 
How is the Christian to view this slaugh­

ter in the woods? Can he participate in 
hunting without displeasing God? 

10 

The Christian i:n'USt take the Bible view. 
Hence he does not oppose the k1l11hg of 
animals for the Purt:>Ose of fnod. He knows 
that after the grt:!at F'lood God said: 
"F'.:very moving otnimal that is alive rna.y 
serve as fC'J6d fot you. As in the Ca!!e of 
green vegetation, I do give it all to you. 
Only tlesh with its sout ...... its blood~ymt 
must not eat."-Gen. 9:3, 4. 

But what 1f a Christian does not need 
to hunt or can Obtain all the food he re­
quires without hunting? Would it be wrong 
for him to hunt~ Not neces!u1rily. Some 
kinds of food are not readily available at 
meat markets or other stores. If a person 
likes venison and lg willing to pay the cost 
for obtaining it by hunting, there is noth­
ing wrong in that. That God·fearing rhan 
Jacob had a taste for venison. Once he told 
his son Esau: '"l'ake, please, your imple­
ments, your quiver a.nd your bow, and go 
out to the field and hunt some venison for 
me. Then make tne a tasty dish such as I 
am fond of and bring it to me and, ah, let 
me eat." (Gen. 27:3, 4) The only wa.y 
many persons can obtain certain dishes to­
day, Much as venbion, rabbit and pheasant, 
is by hunting. 

Where; then~ could a Chtlstian err in 
regard to hunting? By going hunting really 
for the purpose of thrills or for trophies 
rather than for food. One might salve hjs 
conscience and say to himself: 'Well, I'm 
really going hunting for the thrill of the 
chase and the l'lhooting, but what I kill I 
will take home and eat, so that will make 
it all right.' But does it? Is it safe for a 
Christian to cultivate such desires? God 
gave animals to man and they can be killed 
for food. BUt killing animals just to test 
human skills or to give men "kicks" -qrtd 
thrills is not the proper motive. Each 
Christian should remember he i! preparing 
for life in God's new world, where thrill· 
seeking Nimrods will nt:Jt exist. Hence 
each Christian must examine his own mo· 
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tives in regard to hunting. If he _really 
wants the food and that is his true motive, 
then there ta nothing Sc:rlpturally wrong. 
The fact that the hunter enjoys bein1 out 
in the open1 breathing the fre!h air, and 
that he may get relaxation out of hunting 
does_ not mtt.ke it wrong' anymore than it 
would for a fisherman who !!leeks not only 
good food but the sunshine, the fresh air 
and relaxation. A fisherman too-could have 
the wrong motive. If he fishes merely to 
test hil!I skill against the fish, to haul fish 
in for fun a.nd have a big thrill out of 
catching impressive specimens, he is not 
cultivating the right desires. 

So the Christian who desires to please 
God could not join in wanton slaughter of 
animals, reveling in the thrill of shooting 
living creatures. Nimrod displeased God; 
he was "a 'mighty hunter in opposition to 
Jehovah." (Gen.10:9) He hunted wild aniM 
mals for thrills, prestige and selfMglory; 
his cultivating such things led to his beM 
coming a hunter of men. He cultivated 
wrong desires. 

God gave man dominion over the animal 
creation, but man was not to chase and 
terrify the animals. He was to associate 
with them and delight in their presence. 
God made exceptions, in that animals could 
be killed for food, for sacrificial purposes 
or for clothing. Also, animals that injured 
humans or destroyed man's domestic aniM 
mals or property could be killed.-Ex. 21: 
28; Cant.2:15. 

Hunting Attire, Rules and Laws 
If a Christian wishes to obtain food by 

hunting, what about attire? There is nothM 
ing objectionable about wearing a hunting 
costume, say a red cap and a red coat. 

Such attire is largelY for safety and does 
not transform one into a thrillMseeking 
Nimrod. Whs.t countl Is the hunter's mo­
tive .. Ki1li~ an~mals for the purpOse of 
sport or amUsement does not have the aP­
provol of God. 

Any Christian who Obtainl. food by 
hwiti~ should take all necessary precauM 
tions and obey all rules governing hunting. 
If one finds himself triggerMhappy, shootM 
ing at mere noises, and so forth, orte's 
motive should be carefully examined. A 
Christian seeking food would shoot only 
when the game is clearly visible. He would 
not risk injuring or killing his fellowman 
by carelessness. Moreover, he would ob­
serve Caesar's rei,:ulations governing the 
taking of game. He would not be guilty of 
killing more than the daily legal limit. 
Fishermen are- said to violate daily bag 
limits more frequently than do individuaJ. 
hunters; but Christians will obey such regM 
ulations as the authorities in the commu­
nity Jay down. 

Not only are there human laws to con­
sider, but the Christian whfi> goes hunting 
for food will be most careful tg obey God's 
law on blood, which requires taking the 
precaution to bleed the animal properly, 
since a bullet wound. is not enough to effect 
adequate drainage of blood.-Lev. 17:13, 
14; Acts 15:28, 29; 21:25. 

Let all who go hwiting clearly under­
stand their motive, especially since "the 
heart is more treaclaerous than anything 
else and is desperate." (Jer. 17:9) If any 
find themselves cultivating wrong desires, 
it would be better to reirain from hunting. 
Let no Christian be responsible for the 
wanton slaughter in the woods, the shoot­
ing that also claims many human lives. 

HEAVY DUSTFALL 

Measurements made by United States and Russian rockets and sateJ. 
lites indicate that at least 10,000 tons of dust fall to the earth every day. 
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J reaction to 
your letters 

about 

SINCE the article "Spain Sup-
presses Religious Freedom" appeared in 

the April 8 issue of Awake!, there have been 
literally thousands of letters that have come 
to our attention in answer to your protests 
against the trampling underfoot of religious 
freedom on the part of the Spanish govern­
ment. Over five hundred of these letters were 
written by United States senators and almost 
four hundred by congressmen and State rep­
resentatives. British and ·Canadian govern­
ment officials likewise responded, and clergy­
men, lawyers and. school offici'als have added 
their voice in protest. No doubt you would 
enjoy knowing what some of these had to say. 
Herein are excerpts from a few of the letters 
received. 

"The suppression of religious freedom in 
Spain is an old, well-known and sad story." 
-A newspaper editor in chief, London, En­
gland. 

"I am unalterably opposed to all sorts of 
restraints upon the minds of men by whom­
ever and wherever imposed and you may be 
sure that I will be ready to do anything I 
can in advancing the cause of religious free­
dom."-An attorney, Memphis, Tennessee. 

"Publicity concerning these areas of re­
pression is a valuable public service."-Pro­
fessor of law, Newport, Rhode Island. 

From members of the Canadian House of 
Commons came these expressions: "I am 
shocked .. , . Freedom of religion is very far 
from any conception of the Spanish people. 
You may remember that that \Vas the state 
that was responsible for the viciousness of 
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the Spanish Inquisition and, under a dic­
tatorship, the people have not come very 
far since that time." "I am appalled at 
what appears to be taking place in 
Spain today." 

From the British House of Commons: 
"Probably, publicity which is given by 
such articles is the best means of corn­
batting this intolerance." "I will most 
certainly make a protest on your be­
half." "You can rest assured the British 
Ambassador is behind you in this issue." 

"I agree with you that the persecu­
tion taking place in Spain is to bl.' de­
plored and resisted vigorously by our 
government."-Member of the United 
States Congress. 

"Suppression of religious freedon1 
anywhere is to be deplored. If we supply 
foreign aid to any nation, it seems to 
me that our government has a perfect 
right to insist upon religious freedom." 
-Member of the United States Con­
gress. 

"As a general rule, the United States 
Government has no basis for any official 
protest or action against the suppres­
sion of religious practices by anothe1· 
sovereign nation. But In the case of 
Spain, we have large numbers of Ameri-
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can forces stationed. the.re at the American 
air bases, and therefore we have every 
right to ask that they 00 accord~ the 
rights and privileges of American citi­
zens."-United States senator. 

However, the United StateavState De­
partment has taken another view of mat­
ters. It excuses pressure from the Catho­
lic Church, and explains that, regardless 
of what the Spanish government rnay be 
doing to freedorn, they would rather have 
Franco in their camp thaa lose his support 
in the fight against communism. Having 
made inquiry 011 the matter, a congress­
man made these remarks: "The Catholic 
Church plays a fairly large part in the 
functions of the Spanish Government, and 
there is a natural tendency to thwart any 
attempt on the part of other religious 
groups to proselytize. It was also explained 
to me by a State Department official, that 
our Government hesitates in condemning 
the Spanish Government for the reason 
that it is a non-Communist country, and 
there is no desire to lose the support of 
this country in our struggle with Russia. 
The United States has a number of air 
bases strategically located in Spain, and in 
order to insure their retention, all caution 
is used to avoid any possibility that they 
will not be retained." 

Of course, not everyone agrees that that 
is the best policJ'· "I am not entirely sat­
isfied with the reply of the [State] Depart­
ment," said one senator. "Frankly, I feel 
that th~ reply of the Department leaves 
something to be desired." 

"It is a, lamentable fact that, in times of 
peril like these, we must necessarily ally 
ourselves with all those who wiII oppose 
our common enerny, even though our allies 
may themselves be unsavory." "The use 
of our foreign aid money to keep a despot 
in power in a country seems most objec­
tionable to the ideals on which this coun-
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try was l>ui1t and presmrtly advocates." 
-Members of U.S. Congress. 

"There is, of course, a growing feeling 
in many circles that we are making a 
great mistake in sendink olll' dollars to 
support dictators. I share this view." 
-United States senator. 

Spanish AuthtJrities Remark 
What did Spanish officials have to say? 
"There is no ban forbidding anyone to 

change his religion,'' answered the Spanish 
embassy in London. "This is established 
by the 'Fuero de los Espaiioles' or Span­
iards' Charter (Article 6), which states 
that 'nobody shall be molested for his re­
ligious beliefs nor in the private practice 
of his form of worship.'" 

"In Spain there is complete freedom of 
woiship."-The Consulate of Spain, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

But the on-the-scenes report published 
in Awake!, which cited names, dates and 
places where persons have been jailed sim­
ply for admitting that they were Jehovah's 
witnesses or for reading the Bible together 
in their private homes, belies their replies. 

Religious Leaders Speak Up 
There are ministers of many religious 

organizations who are concerned about the 
suppression of freedom in Spain, and they 
too voiced their views: 

"I have tried to help some of our mis­
sionaries in Spain the past 15 years who 
have undergone as cruel treatment as what 
is described in your ma~azine."-Pastor, 
Presbyterian Church. 

"I was in Madrid three years ago, and 
was able to observe first hand the diffi­
culties faced by several religious faiths as 
they endeavored to worship."-State di­
rector, Baptist Convention. 

"This is the same story we get from 
most of the countries where the Catholics 
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are dominant. And thiS certa1ruy aoee 
bring concern to all God-loving people." 
-Bishop, Brethren in Christ Church. 

"We are on your Side of the fence." 
-Chairman, Bahai. 

"We are greatly concerned about the 
suppression of religious freedom that is 
taking place in many countries including 
Spain .... We realize that this threat is 
coming ever closer to America as well as 
the world."-Pastor, Evangelistic Center. 

"We behold you as among God's victo­
rlous.''-Minister, Unity Church. 

"I share your alarm."-Minister, First 
Presbyterian Church. 

"I am thoroughly convinced that unless 
something is done in the next few years, 
the Roman Catholics will take the world." 
-Minister, Church of Christ. 

"America stands in the gravest danger 
of its whole history. Not only from Com­
munism, but also from Roman Catholicism 
and from a third sinister element, namely, 
an apostate Protestantism." -Minister, 
Baptist Church. 

"If your group is suppressed by Spain 
and/or the Catholic Church, that means 
that every other religious group in the 
world is in danger of suppression."-Min­
ister, Trinity Methodist Church. 

"Above all I think it is important that 
American people be informed as to the 
kind of tyranny, both religious, political, 
anG otherwise that exists there, and I 
think your magazine is doing a real ser­
vice." -Rector, Christ Episcopal Church. 

"It cannot be denied that such suppres­
sion does exist."-Minister, First Method­
ist Church. 

Roman Catholic Comments 
Response from the Catholic clergy, how­

ever, was somewhat different: "As far as 
actual persecution is concerned I found no 
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eviaence or 11: m Spain."-Roman Catholic 
priest, Portland., Oregon. 

"Objective evidence does not support 
any of your claims."-Roman Catholic 
priest, Sioux City, Iowa. 

''Too bad there is no official suppression 
of J.W.'s in this country!"-Priest, Lan­
cashire, Englan.d. 

"We might not_,want a man like Franco 
for our country, but they are very much 
satisfied with him" in Spain.-Roman 
Catholic pastor, Durand, Wisconsin. 

"You have the effrontery to call on 
Catholic priests to voice a protest to our 
Government and to the holy Father against 
an official [Franco] who has dared, to 
speak the truth ofhistory."-RomanCath­
olic prie;st, Pennsylvania. 

"Never mind this religious freedom busi­
ness. No man has the right to propagate 
error and heresy .... Anyhow, in Spain 
there is an ideal situation· existing be­
tween Church and State. And if you 
among others are not careful, you are go­
ing to arouse the sentiment of the right­
thinking American people against you­
possibly leading to the suppre.ssion of what 
you call religious freedom in this coun­
try. The more you and Protestants ad­
vocate Birth control-the greater the 
chances of this Nation some day becom­
ing a Catholic country. That will be the 
day. Then maybe what is going on in Spain 
might be compared to a Sunday school 
social."-Roman Catholic pastor, Livonia, 
Louisiana. 

But far greater in number are those per­
sons who want to be free to hear what 
others have to say and choose for them­
selves. They speak out on behalf of free­
dom, not only for themselves, but fof all 
men. They are of the opinion that safe­
guarding freedom for others is a good way 
to preserve it for oneself. 
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By "Awake!" correspondent in finland 

TURDAY, June_ 9, was a memorable day 
n the history of Jehovah's witnesses in 

Finland, On that evening 1,543 Witnesses 
from all parts of the country gathered at Tikku­
rila, near the capital city of Helsinki, to attend 
the dedication of a new branch office, home and 
factory, which had been built by the united 
efforts of the Witnesses. 

An architect who is a Witness designed the 
new structure; and in September, 1961, the 
Witnesses began to dig the foundations, the 
work going ahead quickly, Working very hard 
and willingly, this force of Witnesses contrib­
uted 12,000 hours of work. Finally the new 
partly three-storied, red-bricK Bethel home and 
factory, situated on a large rock mass over· 
looking the beautiful countryside, came to com­
pletion, 

The dedication program included a review of 
the work of Jehovah's witnesses in Finland. It 
all began in the summer of 1909, when a Fin· 
nish businessman set out to make a pilgrimage 
to Palestine. Because of travel connections he 
was obliged to wait over in Gothenburg, Swe­
den. There a colporteur, as the full-time preach­
ers of Jehovah's witnesses were then called, 
happened to call at the hotel in which he was 
staying. In room-to-room work the Witness met 
this businessman, who accepted some books 
and began to read them as a means of passing 
time. 

The Bible explanations that these books con­
tained were so revolutionary to this man that 
he abandoned his trip to Palestine and returned 
to Finland. There he began a systematic study 
of the Bible v.'i.th one of his friends, using the 
Society's series of books known as "Studies in 
the Scriptures." 

These two men saw the need of preaching 
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these Bible truths to others. A depot was 
needed, and in 1911 a small room was rent· 
ed. On Sunday a public talk was usually 
presented in a nearby park and interested 
ones were invited to the om.ce, where study 
meetings were held. By the end of the year 
there were five dedicated workers, 

The following year, 1912, the first conven­
tion was arranged, in connection with the 
Memorial of Christ's death, with thirty-six 
persons In attendance. At the end of this 
year the first Watch Tower appeared ln 
Finnish. That same year the Society's first 
president, C. T. Russell, visited Helsinki, 
and 140 persons attended a convention in 

connection with his vlslt. The next year, 1913, 
a kiranch office was opened. 

Ey 192!3 there were 305 Witnesses In the 
country. Some of these considered the po.ssi· 
bility of going to serve where the need was 1>tlll 
greater, in Estonia. The Estonian radio, in 1930, 
unexpectedly agreed to broadcast the Kingdom 
message over the Tallinn radio station in Fin­
nish, Swedish, Estonian and Rus.sian. The broad­
casts were continued without interruption for 
five years. Since the Estonians proved to be 
very receptive to the Kingdom message, many 
Witnesses went across from Finland to work 
there as full-time preachers. 

When Finland entered the second world war, 
there were about 500 Witnesses In the country. 
During the war the Branch servant was ar­
rested, literature confiscated and the magazines 
banned. Yet the Witnesses pressed on, and 
when the war came to an end, there were 1,420 
publishers in Finland, an increase through 
those troublesome years of 185 percent. 

Since 1945, the Kingdom work has moved 
forward, so that in April 1962, there was a new 
peak of S,939 Kingdom ministers in Finland. 

In his dedication discourse Branch servant 
Erkki Kankaanpiili discussed this growth and 
showed the need for the expanded facilities, In 
1938, for example, 73,313 Watchtower and 
Awake! magazines were printed In Finland, but 
last year more than two million were needed. 
Further, the Kingdom J\finistry School for over­
seers is now being held in the new building. 

Jehovah's witnesses in Finland are deter­
mined to make full use of these expanded facili· 
ties to do all In their power to carry the 
message of God's kingdom to all corners of the 
land. 
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ALL too familiar to many ocean trav­
elers is the sickening feeling that 

comes when a ship encounters heavy 
~eas. As the ship goes up and down, roll­
ing at the same time to the right and to 
the left, a passenger's stomach seems to 
rise into his throat and then drop into his 
shoes. The walls of his cabin seem to swim 
about his head. He breaks out into a cold 
sweat and takes on a greenish pall.or. Wave 
after wave of nausea sweeps over him. He 
retches until his insides feel as if they are 
tearing apart. Feeling violently ill, he loses 
interest in everything about him, including 
life itself. The torment of motion sickness 
transforms what could have been a delight­
ful trip into a nightmare. 

A traveler flying in a plane high above 
the ship passenger might feel like con­
gratulating himself for not: being on the 
rough ocean below and prostrated with 
seasickness. But when his plane encoun­
ters turbulent air, he may not feel so self­
satisfied. As the plane is tos.sed about, 
dropping suddenly like an elevator and 
rising just as suddenly, he feels the same 
sickening up-and-down pressure on his 
stomach that tl;le traveler on the ocean 
liner feels. A feeling of nausea can come 
over him and grow worse as the plane 
banks suddenly. The cabin seems to spin 
about him. Before long he frantically 
reaches for the special paper bag kept in 
the seat pocket in front of him. Airsick­
ness can be every bit as unpleasant as sea­
sickness. Whether on the ocean or in the 
air, the traveler can be made miserably ill 
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Sensitivity ,to Motion 
Some persons are so sensitive to motion 

that they get sick when riding in a train 
or a car or even when sitting in a swing. 
Others may not be affected until they be­
gin reading while they are moving. Still 
others can get sick when sitting still in a 
movie house watching a motion picture 
taken from a plane or a roller coaster. Mo­
tion sickness can be triggered by what the 
eyes see as well as by what the body feels. 
For some unknown reason it affects wom­
en more than men. 

Women travelers are five to ten times 
more sensitive to motion sickness than are 
adult males. This is especially true with 
airsickness. Half-grown children have 
about the same sensitiveness, whereas chil­
dren under two years of age do not appear 
to be affected at all. Young men between 
the ages of seventeen and nineteen seem 
to be three times as sensitive to it as males 
over thirty years of age. This does qot 
mean that adult males do not succumb to 
motion sickness; they do, but not as read­
ily as other persons. In fact, 90 to 100 per­
cent of all people are subject to some form 
of this sickness. Immunity to one form 
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does not necessarily mean immunity to 
other forms of it. 

Cause 
There is uncertainty as to what actually 

causes motion sickness. Those who think 
it is psychosomatic are faced with vehe­
ment denials by persons who have suf­
fered it. The use of sugar-pill placebos has 
not stopped people from_ getting sick. In 
one test on military fliers 20 percent of 
those taking sugar-pill placebos got sick. 
While there are instances of people be­
coming sick because they thought they 
would, evidence points to something more 
than imagination as the cause. The cause 
appears to lie in the central nervous 
system. 

The nerves of the eyes, nose and inter­
nal organs contribute to the squeamish 
feeling associated with the various forms 
of motion sickness. The principal contribu­
tors appear to be the nerves associated 
with a person's sense of balance. These are 
connected with the labyrinth in each ear 
where semicircular canals filled with fluid 
play a major role in the mechanism of bal­
ance. Confirming the relation of motion 
sickness with the labyrinth is the fact that 
persons whose ear labyrinths do not func­
tion never suffer motion sickness. 

Some motions of a plane or ship are 
more distressing than others. Pitching and 
heaving movements, for example, are more 
likely to cause sickness than rolling move­
ments. The same is true when the craft 
makes repeated moves in more than one 
direction. Motion in the walls, floor and 
ceiling of a cabin is especially sickening 
when the passenger is unable to orient 
himself by looking at a distant object 
through a windo\v or porthole. 

During World War II it was found that 
80 percent of the airsickness suffered by 
bomber crews was among men it1 the navi-

SEPTEMBER 8, 1962 

gators' compartment. These men usually 
occupied compartments where they could 
not orient themselves by looking outside. 
When they went to another part of the 
plane where they could see the horizon or 
distant objects on the grotmd, they often 
felt improved. 

Other aggravating factors can be the 
reading of fine print in a moving vehicle, 
iridigestion, too much alcohol, hunger, 
overeating, lack of ventilation, a cabin 
that is too warm, noise and vibration, the 
smell of food or engine fumes, and so 
forth. Just the sight of a person who is 
sick can make an uneasy feeling in the 
stomach becoi::ne worse. 

Prevention 
Motion sickness is not necessarily inevi­

table for you when you travel. There are 
ways you can prevent it. On a plane, for 
example, be careful about choosing the lo­
cation of your seat. Remember that a seat 
near the front or tail tends to have more 
motion than near the wings. Select a win­
dow seat on the right side near the wings. 

Seats on the left side of a plane are bad 
for sensitive persons. The plane usually 
banks to the left when it turns because the 
pilot sits on that side and can see better 
by banking in that direction. The ground 
dips and swirls past the eyes of the pas­
sengers on that side whenever the plane 
banks. This aggravates any feeling of 
nausea. 

Sitting next to a window has an advan­
tage over sitting next to the aisle. It al­
lows you to keep yourself oriented by per­
mitting you to look out the window. When 
you look out fix your eyes on distant ob­
jects that appear to be fixed. These might 
be distant mountains, cloud formations or 
even the horizon. A void looking at the 
nearby landscape or clouds, allowing them 
to swim past your field of vision. That will 
make any tendency toward sickness much 
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worse. Perhaps you have noticed this sick· 
ening effect from an automobile when tele· 
phone poles flashed by at a blurring speed. 

It is wise to avoid overeating before tak· 
ing a trip. Food in itself will not cause 
motion sickness, but too much food ir the 
stomach can contribute to it. On the other 
hand, it is equally unwise to fast. An emp­
ty stomach can have just as bad an effect 
as a stomach that is too full. The best 
course to take is to 

5 percent of the P&BSMl 1ers on ocean llllel"I 
fail to make this adjustment. 

Drugs 
It was not until motion sickness incapac­

itated large numbers of fighting men dur­
ing World War II that medical science be­
gan deep research on the problem. In 
1943, Canadian researchers produced a 
drug that worked satisfactorily in prevent-

ing motion sickness. 
eat the food you nor­
mally do, in a mod· 
erate amount. Start 
your trip with a com­
fortable stomach. 

COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
A few years later an 
antihistamine acci­
dentally proved ef­
fective when it 
stepped carsickness 

e The Trinity-Mystery or Fal1•hood? 
e The Road to D•uradation, (Narcotics) 
e Insect Architects at Work. 
e Why a Fever? 

If you feel a bit 
upset, recline your 
seat as much as you can and rest your head 
on the headrest. Keep it in one position. 
The fewer head movements you make the 
better off you will be. Oftentimes a feeling 
of nausea will pass away when the head 
is kept steady against a headrest. If the 
up-and-down motion of the plane makes 
your stomach feel as if it is sliding up and 
down inside of you, take a deep breath 
and hold it when the plane hits a down­
drift. That will tend to compress your 
abdominal organs and reduce the feeling 
of movement. These suggestions will also 
prove helpful to passengers on an ocean 
liner. 

When you begin to feel sick on a ship, 
get out of your cabin and go out on deck. 
Recline in a deck chair, keeping your head 
steady. Do not look at the moving deck 
and waves in the foregrormd. Fix your 
eyes on the distant horizon. Very likely 
this will cause the sick feeling to pass. In 
the event that you finally succumb to sea­
sickness, you can figure on about three 
days of lessening misery before you be­
come adjusted to the motion of the ship. 
After that you should be all right unless 
the sea becomes rougher. Only about 3 to 
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in a patient who was 
being treated for 

something else. A number of drugs for 
motion sickness are now available. 

As might be expected, the drugs have 
some bad side · effects. They sometimes 
cause blurred vision and drowsiness, .de­
pending upon how much is taken. To be 
most effective in preventing motion sick­
ness, it is necessary to begin taking one 
of these drugs from a half hour to one 
hour before you start your trip and then 
at specific intervals thereafter. Usually the 
effect of one pill will last for about four 
hours. When taken after you have become 
sick, it is less effective. Injections of so­
dium bicarbonate were discovered to be 
helpful by Dr. Minoru Muta of Japan. The 
injections can provide immunity for up to 
one month. This treatment, however, may 
not be available to you. 

Whether you will use one of these drugs 
or try the less certain methods for pre­
venting motion sickness is something ybU 

will have to decide for yourself. You know 
your own sensitivity to it. In any event; 
there is no reason to fear a delightful trip 
by train, ship or plane when ways exist 
for you to prevent motion sickness. 
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WELCOMED BACK 

1n Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Jeho­
vah's witnesses recently used a hig_h school for 
holding a Christian assembly. The school 
board had been somewhat reluctant to grant 
permission for use of the school facilities be­
cause they had been improperly cared for by 
other religious groups. The facilities included 
a cafeteria equipped with the late11t machin­
ery. What did the school officials say about the 
Witnesses' use of the facilities? "This building 
ia cleaner than it has been for eight years," 
and, "If you ever want to use these facilities 
again, you are welcome." The principal, im­
pressed with the cafeteria organization, called 
his wife to come and see for herself. The 
county manager of cafeterias was likewise 
Impressed with the cleanliness, so much so 
that he offered the head cook a job supervising 
one of the county school cafeterias. This Wit· 
ness had come to serve where the need is great 
for Kingdom ministers and needed a job. The 
superintendent of the county school was so 
pleased with the report from the cafeteria 
manager and the principal that he welcomed 
the Witnesses to come 'back anytime. 

CLERGY OPPOSITION 
In Me>;ia, Texas, the efforts of the clergy's 

Ministerial Alliance to prevent Jehovah's wit­
nesses from holding an assembly in the city 
failed. Public reaction showed disapproval of 
the clergy's action. Many businessmen re­
marked that they did not favor the efforts of 
the clergy. Almost every business place that 
had a window display accepted a sign adver­
tising the public talk. Though the contract for 
the auditorium was rent free, there was to be 
a charge if it was necessary to turn on the 
heat for the three days. Saturday evening It 
got chilly and a man from the fire department 
came over, turned on the heat and said: "This 
is on the fire department. There will not be 
any charge for this service for you people." 
The public lecture was broadcast over the 
local radio station, the manager being most 
cooperative. He said he did not like the way 
the clergy went about things, and he went on 
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the air with an editorial stating that the Minis­
terial Alliance was out of place in trying to 
pressure the"'clty commissioaers into denying 
a minority group the freedom tg assemble. 

After the assembly, the Watchtower So· 
ciety's representatives in charge of the auem· 
bly were approached by one of the city com· 
missioners. He stated thM he attended all the 
program Sunday and enjoyed it very much. He 
said that the conduct of the Witnesses in the 
city was very good and that he would certain­
ly recommend to the city commissioners that 
they be invited back anytime. Attendance at 
the assembly was 10 percent over the total 
number of Witnesses in the area, indicating 
that many local people were present to hear 
the publlc talk, plus the many who listened 
to the broadcast. 

NATIONAL ASSfMBtY IN COLOMBIA 
Colombia's national assembly was set for 

March 23-25, 1962, in Barranquilla, and how 
the Christian witnesses of Jehovah apprecl· 
ated the privilege of coming together! Some 
came from mountainous regions where they 
had to travel on foot or by horse or burro for 
great distances, then by bus, train or riverboat 
to the assembly city. Some buses fl.lied with 
Witnesses traveled upward of thirty hours and 
over some roads that were thick with dust. 

To provide for the arrival of the delegates 
a unique arrangement was made in some 
cases: A special busload of delegates would 
arrive. The rooming department had already 
made arrangements for the entire group to be 
assigned in the same section of town. So they 
would drive to the Kingdom Hall in that sec­
tion, wiload and then be guided to their rooms 
by local brothers. Some thirteen special buses 
were handled in this way. 

Baptism, which had been a problem due to 
the distance from the .beach, was handled 
easily: The brothers dug a small pool about 
ten feet long, four feet wide and five feet deep 
in the sandy patio of the branch office of the 
Society. They then lined this with less than $4 
worth of plastic, and there the baptism of 
179 persons was held. 
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i!iiiifi"i.ii's.¢~.:--~ ar;;;;ese) Current. After fiow­

---~.o~fig across the North Pacific to the 
aiJ'-e6fidl.~~(em "Panhandle" of Alaska, where it provides 

_9 _}ttafnt~n::_$fice of heat a growing season of 164 days, this warm 
,a-th~ ~.-g-1obe, at the same stream turns south, giving California its 

e ·fn ,..., · rre work and play of mil- perpetual springtime in almost the same 
10 - Opie. latitude as Vladivostok, Siberia! Because 

You may have wondered why the cli- of its identical summer and winter tem­
mate of England is mild, while Labrador, peratures, the Kuroshio Current has been 
in the same latitude, has a climate that is called the fraternal twin of the Gulf 
far more rigorous. And why is it that Nor- Stream. 
way, located largely above so::i latitude, From outer space astronaut John Glenn 
has ice-free harbors into the Arctic Circle saw the Gulf Stream as "a river of blue." 
while Greenland and Siberia are so forbid- This current is fed by the north equato­
dingly cold? How do you explain the fact rial current that croSses the Atlantic and 
that tiny Uruguay is famous for its beau- piles up water in the Gulf of Mexico. The 
tiful Atlantic beaches, \.vhile Chile with high water level finds an outlet through 
nearly 3,000 miles of Pacific coastline has the Straits of Florida, where it flows 
nothing to boast about in that regard? northward as the Gulf Stream with sum­
These are some of the results produced by mer temperatures as high as soc:i until 
millions of tons of warm and frigid v.1ater cooled by northern water. 
spiraling along 
the superhigh­
ways of the ..sea. 

J«panese, Gulf 
and Labrador 

Currents 
Californians 

who glory in 
their agreeable 
climate could 
not do so were 
it not for the 
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For centuries 
the warm Gulf 
Stream has 
supplied north­
ern Europe 
with tropical 
warmth, stimu­
lating the fertil­
ity of England, 
Ireland and all 
the North Sea 
countries. With­
out it England 
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probably would be icebound in winter. If 
warm Gulf Stream waters meanderandfail 
to reach Norway there is a noticeable 
dearth of fish and the vegetable harvest is 
inferior. Thanks to the Gulf Stream, Nor­
way's year-round open harbors enable her 
to place among the four leading countries 
in merchant tonnage. Long before Benja­
min Franklin charted part of this "river" 
by means of its color and temperature, 
Nantucket skippers were using it to speed 
their vessels toward Europe. 

When the eastward stream is intersected 
by the cold Labrador Current, however, 
problems are created. The eddy of the two 
currents not only creates heavy fog, but 
forms a melting pot for dangerous ice­
bergs such as the one that sank the Titanic 
before the days of the International Ice 
Patrol. Fish coming down toward New En­
gland on the cold Labrador Current back 
up when encountering the Gulf Stream's 
warm \Vater. The result is rich fishing 
grounds known as the Grand Banks. 

The Humboldt Current 
Coming up from the icy Antarctic is the 

influential Humboldt or Peru Current that 
flows from southern Chile up the coast to 
Peru, alrhost to Ecuador. Before reaching 
the Galapagos Islands it swerves westward 
across the Pacific. This frigid stream in­
duces many ocean bathers to content 
themselves merely with sunbathing. While 
it is named after Alexander von Humboldt, 
the famous German biologist and natural­
ist, it cannot be said that he discovered it. 
In 1520 Fernando Magellan, the Portu­
guese navigator, on his round-the-world 
trip was startled to see the Indians trav­
eling rapidly on their rafts and canoes 
while others nearer the shore moved at a 
more leisurely pace. In modern times the 
Humboldt Current has performed similar 
service. 
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On April 28, 1947, Thor Heyerdahl, a 
Norwegian adventurer, built a raft and 
embarked from Callao, Peru, with five 
companions to demonstrate his theory of 
how the Pacific Islands were originally 
populated. After many thrilling experi­
ences they arrived at the Marquei>as 
Archipelago 4,000 miles away in the Pa­
cific. Their raft, the Koo.-Tik.i, became fa­
mous through book and film. However, ngt 
everyone was convinced that the Peruvian 
Indians had populated the Pacific Islands. 

To prove the opposite theory, Eric de 
Bisschop, another European adventurer, 
and four companions set out from the is· 
land of Tahiti ten years later on a similar 
craft. Bisschop's cre\v made use of a warm 
current that drops do.wn toward the Ant­
arctic and completes the counterclockwise 
circuit of South Pacific currents. Beset by 
many difficulties, the voyagers finally ha-d 
to be rescued by the Chilean navy about 
200 miles south of Easter Island. Never­
theless, enough of the trip was accom­
plished to illustrate Bisschop's theory. 

You can take your pick of current thee­
ries as to who populated what. This much 
is certain, the effect of the Humboldt Cur­
rent on the west coast of South America 
is very great. A notable result is the fabu­
lous coastal fishing grounds. From the 
mineral-rich Audes the rivers of northern 
Chile carry many elements such as iron, 
copper, iodine, nitrates and phosphates 
down to the sea. There the Humboldt Cur­
rent picks them up and carries them along. 
A great variety of minute plant and ani­
mal life called plankton draws on these 
elements for nutrition. The plankton, in 
turn, attracts some 200 varieties of fish, 
which, in turn, attract millions of sea 
birds. Man, of course, is attracted by the 
fishernl.an's paradise. That explains why 
Chile, Peru and Ecuador have struggled 
so tenaciously ta seclll'e a two-hl.lnd red· 
mile sea limit for fishing rights, while the 
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United States and other countries have 
been willing to accept a mere twelve-mile 
l!mlt. 

In the arid northern section af Chile, 
where there are few inhabitants to eat the 
fish, little by little canning factories are 
sprlnging up to preserve the fish for ex­
port. Neighboring Peru has built up a 
flourishing industry by transforming bil­
lions of tiny anchovies into fish meal pel­
lets that are exported as livestock-poultry 
feed. ''Guano," the nitrogen-rich droppings 
of the guanay birds along the coastal is­
lands, is also a big business for Peru, since 
she exports it as fertilizer. 

Occasionally these industries are sabo­
taged by the meandering of the Humboldt 
Current, as occurred in 1957 -8. When the 
cool Humboldt drifts out to sea the tem­
perature of the coastal waters rises. Down 
from the north comes "El Nifio," a warm 
current with 68° water. Millions of fish 
and enormous quantities of plankton die. 
Some fish depart in search of cool water 
where plankton thrives. With the fish gone 
or dead, the guanay birds starve and aban­
don their fledglings. Soon I the iiir along 
the coast is befouled by the odor of rotting 
~hand birds. Sulphurated hydrogen cre­
ated by this condition blackens the paint 
on ships in harbor1 giVing them what is 
called fl "Callao painting." Temporarily 
ruihed is a fishing industry and a fertilizer 
busines! by the meandering of the Hum­
boldt Current. 

At times this struggle between the tropi­
cal and frigid currents ls accompanied by 
thunderstorms and tropical rains that pro­
duce a miracle of life in the parched earth 
of Chile's Atacatna Desert. Within fifteen 
to twenty days after the heavy rain a car­
pet of beautiful flowers blankets the val­
l&y. Year! may pass between one torren .. 
tlal rain and the next, but the seeds, bulbs 
and tubers wait below the surface for 
their opportunity. To botanists studying 
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the phenomena tne enduring vitality of 
the tiny seeds and roots is amazing. 

Brazil and Benguela Currents 
On the eastern side of South America 

conditions are just the reverse. The south 
equatorial (Brazil) current branches 
down the Atlantic coast south of Recife 
to maintain the humid heat of Brazil and 
nourish her fabulous fertility. As a special 
gift, the year-round temperature of the 
Copacabana Beach at Rio de Janeiro 
makes it one of the most enticing beaches 
to swimmers of many countries. There 
winter practicaHy never exists. 

In the same latitude on the opposite side 
of the Atlantic the heat of southern Africa 
ls tempered by the cold Benguela current 
that flows up from the Antarctic to com­
plete the circuit of moving water in the 
South Atlantic. 

Oceanographers have discovered that 
the superhighways of the sea are more 
complex than previously supposed. The 
old concept that ocean currents are "riv­
ers" in the sea is undergoing modification. 
The frequent meanderings of the ocean 
highways show that they have no clear­
cut channel. There is also evidence that 
the Gulf Stream, for example, is not so 
much one stream as a series of currents 
interspersed with countercurrents. Along 
its route one current starts up,- goes a dis­
tance and then expires. Meanwhile a short 
distance away a parallel current starts up 
and goes farthei- before running out. This 
overlapping of currents within the Gulf 
Stream has been called the "shingle ef-· 
feet." It is one of the oddities of the sea 
that has aroused much curiosity. 

The discovery of mighty countercur­
rents running below the well-known ocean 
streams took oceanographers by surprise. 
In the Pacific the eastward moving Crom­
well Current wits found isevera~ hundred 
feet under the westward flowing south 
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equatorial current. At still greater depths 
a third current was found moving \ve~t­

\Vard again. Likewise tremendous counter­
currents were found flowing southward be­
neath the Gulf Stream and the I-Iumboldt 
Current. There is also evidenc~ of an equa­
torial subsurface countercurr(1nt. It is be­
lieved that the!'!e undercurrents are a prin­
cipal means of maintaining earth's heat 
balance and regulating our climate. 

Secret of Motion 
Several factors cause the ocean water to 

cirC'Ulate. When water cools or the salt in 
it Is concentrated, its density becomes 
greater and it sinks below the light sur­
face \Vaters. In the Arctic and Antarctic 
frigid \vater drops to the ocean Hoar and 
slowly crf'eps to\\'ard the equato1·, \Vhere 
the \Vater wells up from below to make 
\Vay for the continued influx from the 
poles. 

The chief cause of ocean circulation, 
ho\vever, is the \Vinds produced by solar 
radiation. At the equator the hot sun 

o4 Scientidt' d 

I
HEN Dr. Albert Einstein granted an in· 
terview to a Japanese journalist named 
Takada, the famed scientiflt said: "In the 

whole history of science the manufacture of 
the hydrogen bomb is the most appalling mis· 
take the Sl'ientists have ever made." But s(·ien· 
tist Einstein had been disappointed long be­
fore the dP\·clopment of thC' hydrogen bomb. 
Telling about this, Fernand Gigon wrotf' in 
his book Formu/r1. for Death: 

"Einstein's secretnry has told us huw the 
scientist progressiv('ly lost his faith In man· 
kind as his strength waned. During the \.Var, 
when he wrote to the U.S. Government that 
his calculations \.Vere such as to rnake an 
atomic bomb a possibility, and that he visual­
ised the uses to \Vhich such a bomb could be 
put, he made one stipulation when offl.'ring his 
help. Once the first bomb was made and ready 
for trial, he said, representatives of GPrmany 
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causes the air to rise, creating a vacuum. 
Into this vacuum rushes air from the 
northeast and southeast, producing the 
steady trade winds so long used by ship 
captains. At the same time the fiery sun 
expands the equatorial \Vaters, causing 
them to move. The steady winds propel 
this expanding \Vater \Vest\Vard in cur­
l'ents that fio\v to the north and south of 
the equator. The revolving motion of the 
earth causes these currents to Ilo\v clock~ 
wise in the Northern Hemisphere and 
counterclockwise in the Southern Hemi­
sphere. 

This welling up of deep \Vater combined 
with the circulating currents aerates the 
oceans \vith the oxygen that sustains sea 
life. 'that is v.·hy the superhigh\vays of the 
sea have been called the ocean's "life­
bloorl." Reverent men see in this compli· 
cated interplay of sun, air, water and 
planetary motion a wisdom and po\.ver that 
far exceeds man's. Scientists expect that it 
\.vill take decades to unravel the many 
mysteries still buried in the deep. 

~idetppointment 
• and Japan. observers from nPutral eountrh•s. 
I and, of ('ours(', the chiefs of staff of the prin· 
) cipal allied powers, should m('ct on a desert 

I
• island in the Pacific. The atomic bomb would 

bP explodPd before this gathering of experts, 
) and the explosion would be such that the 

imn1ediate capitulation uf the enemy would 
I surely follow. Thus vast numbers of human 
~ lives \vould be savt>d. 

"The Government gave Einstein this prom· 
( is(>, votPd (T<'dils of more than two thousand 
f rnillio1~ dollars to 1hr> laboratories, and then 

President Roosevelt died. The Pentagon, anx· 
f ious lo SPP thP \viu· enrl(•d, neglected the prom· 
( ises made to the great scientist and looked 

for a target ln the centre of Japan. Einstein 
i felt extrf'mely strongly about this betrayal. 
( I-Iis ppaee of mind disapp(•ar(•d. One day, 

( 
sutvf'ying his life's \vork, he said: 'If I had 
only kno\vn, I would have been a locksmith.'" 
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T HISfuner-~ ~ 
al service was ~ d 
different. In­
stead of eulogizing the deceased or 
offering many prayers for the re­
pose of the soul, the speaker had 
taken the opportunity to focus at­
tention on the God of all comfort . 
. Jn a simple and straightforward 
manner an explanation was given 
to satisfy meditative minds as to the cause 
of death and the solid hope of a ne\v \vorld 
of righteousness where many dead ones 
would be restored to life. Attenders fear­
ing horrible sufferings for the deceased 
were relieved with the Scriptural evidence 
that the dead are not in torments. The 
genuine hope of a resurrection impressed 
all hearers with the wondrous power of 
the Almighty and drew minds away from 
the God-d.ishollOring pagan concept of an 
immortal soul hovering about somewhere. 

At the conclusion of the short discourse 
given by one of Jehovah's witnesses, no 
one blamed the merciful and long-suffering 
Creator for death. The talk had honored 
God as worthy of our worship and service, 
splendidly testifying to his loving \Vill and 
purpose. 

The motive behind most funeral rites is 
not to bear witness to and honor God. Mys­
tery and superstition as to where the 
dead are have led to various rites de­
signed either to assist the deceased to a 
new abode, to secure his \velfare, or to 
protect the living from the dead. The de­
ceased and his "spirit" have been the all­
important concern of such ceremonies, in­
cluding the custom knov.·n as 
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.. Waking" the Dead 
From the pagan 

Celts of England "Christians" there adopt­
ed the ancient custom of staying with the 
dead from death to burial, or keeping a 
"wake." The Encyclopwdia Britannica 
states regarding this practice: "Doubtless 
it had a superstitious origin, the fear of 
evil spirits hurting or even removing the 
body .... With the introduction of Chris­
tianity the offeril\g of prayer was added 
to the vigil. As a rule the corpse, with a 
plate of salt on its breast, was placed under 
the tabl.e, on which was liquor for the 
watchers. These private wakes soon tended 
to become drinking orgies. With the Ref­
ormation and the consequent disuse of 
prayers for the dead the custom of 'wak­
ing' became obsolete in England,· but sur­
vived in Ireland." 

Customs equivalent to "waking" are still 
found among many peoples of the earth, 
including present-day inhabitants of West 
Africa. Among the latter the corpse is put 
in a casket, not under a table. It is not 
essentially the fear of "spirits" that 
prompts members of Christendom to keep 
wakes. The reason generally put forth is 
that friends and relatives wish to share 
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the grief of the family, and pay a last trib­
ute to the deceased. 

Except among the Muslim Mandingos, 
who bury their. dead very quickly, keeping 
wakes is the popular rule in West Africa 
and is seldom melancholy, especially if 
there is much to eat and drink. Because 
sympathizers are losing a night's sleep in 
order to comfort the bereaved, it is incum­
bent on the family to provide refreshments. 
If the family is too poor to prepare food 
and provide drinks, then friends will make 
donations so that the \vake \Vill be a suc­
cess. Coffee, biscuits and sand\viches may 
be served, but more important is the liquor, 
without which no wake can be a success. 
In fact, fe\V, if any, will attend a wake if 
no liquor is provided. If nothing better can 
be procured, at least plenty of cane juice 
will be supplied by poorer families. At 
wakes people turn up who have hardly 
known the deceased, but who never miss 
an opportunity to drink at someone else's 
expense. 

Churclt Wakes 
Wherever the wake may be kept, wheth­

er in a home or a church, religious hymns 
are sung over the body until daylight. If 
the wake is in a church the drinking is 
done at a nearby home, with groups alter­
nating so that the church is never empty. 
Not all may imbibe intoxicating spirits at 
a church wake, but boisterousness is gen­
erally present among many who do par­
take. Actual fighting too is not uncommon. 

The West African regards it as highly 
important that a wake be kept over his 
dead body. Perhaps the individual may not 
receive any undue attention during his 
lifetime, but he wants to be sure that he is 
properly honored at his death. He desires 
to have as many prayers said and hymns 
sung over him as possible. The size of the 
wake also indicates the deceased's social 
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status, so that the thought of a wake-less 
demise horrifies him. 

For these reasons belonging to a ch~h 
is considered to be important, for church 
members are assured of a church wake if 
they have paid their dues. Jehovah's wit­
nesses, who do not adopt pagan customs 
and so do not keep wakes, are at times 
accused of not burying their dead, Those 
\vho \Vish to associate \Vith them may be 
discouraged by remarks such as, "If you 
die, Jehovah's \Vitnesses will not do any­
thing for you." But the truth is that Je­
hovah's witnesses conduct a dignified fu­
neral service honoring God, and not man, 
and that is satisfying to those who seek to 
please God rather than pursuing personal 
glory. 

Wakes and the Supernatural 
\Vakes among the more civilbed. are 

mild affairs compared to what tribal peo­
ples put on. At tribal \vakes drummeN, 
singers and dancers all compete in what 
turns out to be somewhat of a free-for-all. 
The din does not abate until the sun rises, 
yet, if there is sufficient liquor on hand, 
festivities may be carried on day and night 
for a week or more even though the body 
may be buried within two days. A great 
feast follo\VS the burial, either immediate­
ly or after some weeks. 

At some wakes a definite effort is made 
to communicate \vith supernatural powers. 
Fortune·tclling by means of mirrors may 
be practiced. A plate containing "medi­
cine," perhaps in a horn, is placed under 
the corpse. Applying this "medicine" is 
thought to make one able to see visions. 
Some persons gash their lips and cheeks 
with razors and then apply "medicine" to 
heal the \vounds, reminding one of the 
Baal \vorshipers in Elijah's day who cut 
themselves in an effort to get a response 
from ' their god. Certain manifestations 
that do occur appear to be caused by the 
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operation of occult powers. Incidentally, 
the wake is viewed as the appropriate 
time to make "confessions" to the corpse 
of secret matters withheld from the de-­
ceased during his lifetime. This doubtless 
is done to forestall any retribution from 
the spirit world. 

"Croasing the River" 
To prevent the deceased's "spirit" from 

feeling slighted, music and dancers are 
provided in the same way as was done at 
the death of previously deceased family 
members. Another curious provision for 
keeping a wake, regarded as necessary by 
the Kist tribe inhabiting Liberia, Sierra 
Leone and Guinea, is the "joke-mate," a 
friend of the deceased who will joke about 
his death and thus provide entertainment 
that is assumed to be pleasing to the ''spir­
it." In a good humor no\v, the "spirit," it 
is thought. is willing to "cross the river." 

This "river" crossing is part of the cere­
mony of the Kisis called "scattering the 
grave." If the deceased is a man, this will 
take place on the fourth day after his 
burial; three days in the case of a woman. 
During these days the dead are regarded 
as not yet having "crossed the river," 
which supposedly separates the spirit 
realm from that of humankind. "Scatter­
ing" the grave means removing the earth­
en mound and dousing the grave with wa­
ter. Thereupon a chicken is sacrificed, 
thus permitting the "spirit" to join his 
people in the other world. Failure to "scat­
ter" the grave is thought to keep the "spir­
it" on this side of the "river," where it 
would bring harm to the living. 

Chriltian View 
A number of Christian principles are 

violated by such wake-keeping. Christians 
were instructed by the apostle Paul to 
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"quit being fashioned after this system of 
things," just as ancient Israel was warned 
not tp adopt the religious customs of pa­
gan nations. Accordingly, early Christians 
kept no wakes. There was no wake kept 
over the body of Jesus.-Rom. 12:2; Jer. 
10:3. 

While it is a fine thing to visit those 
who are bereaved, to comfort them and to 
be of help in other ways, extended periods 
of mourning and all-night vigils are not 
appropriate among true Christians, who, 
because they have faith in God's promise 
of a resurrection, do "not sorrow just as 
the rest also do who have no ho'Pe." 
-1Thess.4:13. 

Rather than support functions that may 
turn out to be drinking orgies, Christians 
heed the advice of the apostle Paul: "As 
in the daytime let us walk decently, not 
in revelries and drunken bouts." Tribal 
wakes often lead to excesses and fights, 
and are avoided by those who heed the 
Bible's good counsel.-Rom. 13:13. 

Nor does a Christian wish to entertain 
and pacify the "spirit" of a deceased per­
son, knowing that man does not possess 
such an immortal intelligent "spirit." 
Such ideas of deathlessness are contrary 
to the Scriptural hope of the resurrection 
and engender an unwholesome fear of the 
dead, but they are part of wake-keeping. 
-Ezek.18:4; Ps.146:4. 

In harmony with righteous principles, 
true Christians who devote their lives to 
honoring God do not at death want others 
to make them the object of honor. They 
do not want the occasion of their death 
to be attended by unchristian customs. 
Rather, they would prefer that Scriptural 
comfort be given to the bereaved and that 
honor go to the great Life-Restorer, Je­
hovah God. 
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MUCH controversy revolves around the 
words of the apostle John at Revela­

tion 7:4-8 and 14:1-5. There he writes 
that 144,000 sealed ones are bought from 
among mankind and taken to heaven. 
Some say the number is literal and reveals 
how many literal Jews are converted to 
Christ and called to heaven. Catholic and 
Protestant leaders declare that this num­
ber must be symbolic and advance several 
arguments to support their claim. Let us 
consider the various viewpoints. 

Does the number 144,000 refer to the 
literal number of natural Jews converted 
to Christ and taken to heaven along with 
untold numbers of other Christians? It 
should be noted that the list of names of 
the twelve tribes in Revelation 7:4-8 does 
not fully agree with the names of the 
twelve tribes of natural Israel. Dan is 
omitted and Manasseh is added. The Reve­
lation account is not dealing with natmal 
Israel; it is discussing spiritual Israel, and 
simply using natural Israel as an illustra­
tion. (Gal. 6:15, 16; Rom. 2:28, 29) These 
144,000 spiritual Israelites are called not 
only from natural Jews, but from many 
nations, as Revelation 5:9, 10 indicates: 
"You are worthy to take the scroll and 
open its seals, because you were slaugh­
tered and with your blood you bought per­
sons for God out of every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation, and you made them 
to be a kingdom and priests to our God, 
and they will rule as kings over the earth." 
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Those who are kings and priests with 
Christ, those who are with him on heav­
enly Mount Zion, are limited to 144,000 
but they are taken from all nations. 

Even before the Jewish family records 
were destroyed A.D. 70, Paul had de­
clared: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor freeman, there 
is neither male nor female; for you are all 
one person in union with Christ Jesus." 
(Gal. 3:28) If John were identifying the 
literal Jews taken into the Kingdom, he 
would be violating the principle that there 
is neither Jew nor Greek identified as such 
after coming into union with Christ. 

Those who allege that 144,000 is a sym­
bolic number point out that it appears in 
the Revelation, a book of signs and sym­
bols. However, this argument is not con­
clusive, because the Revelation actually 
contains both literal and symbolic num­
bers. Whether a number is to be taken 
literally or symbolically depends upon its 
background and setting. Examples of lit.. 
eral numbers found in the Revelation are 
the twelve apostles and the thousand years 
of Christ's reign. (Rev. 21:14; 20:2, 3, 6, 
7) That the number 144,000 is literal is 
indicated by John's contrasting it with a 
great crowd, "which no man was able to 
number." (Rev. 7:9) The force of his con­
trast is lost if the 144,000 is symbolic and 
also is a crowd that no man can number. 

Some contend that if 144,000 is taken 
literally, then to be consistent one must 
take the unreasonable View that these 
sealed ones are all males, since Revelation 
14: 4 declares: "These are the ones that 
did not defile themselves with women." It 
is asserted that if the use of "women" is 
symbolic, then the use of "144,000" also 
must be symbolic. However, this argu­
ment lacks foundation. When the Revela­
tion gives a literal number, what imme­
diately follows it is not necessarily literal. 
For instance, Revelation 21: 14 mentions 
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''the twelve apostles of the Lamb." We 
automatically take the number twelve lit­
erally because we know there were twelve 
apostles. We cannot argue that the twelve 
must be symbolic just because the word 
"Lamb" does not refer to a literal ani­
mal. In the same manner the literal 
144,000 are spoken of as being with the 
symbolic "Lamb" on the symbolic "Mount 
Zion" and, symbolically speaking, not de­
filed with women. 

Those who maintain that 144,000 is a 
symbolic number do not answer the ques­
tion, Symbolic of what? Does it represent 
one hundred and forty-four million, for 
example? Millions of churchgoers have 
been told that they are on different roads, 
all heading for heaven, regardless of con­
flicting creeds, religious wars, religious il­
literacy and material preoccupation. But 
is it Scriptural to say that millions are 
traveling on many roads to heaven? 

Jesus taught: "Go in through the nar­
row gate; because broad and spacious is 
the road leading off into destruction, and 
many are the ones going in through it; 
whereas narrow is the gate and cramped 
the road leading off into life, and few are 
the ones finding it. Not everyone saying 
to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter into the 
kingdom of the heavens, but the one doing 
the will of my Father who is in the heav­
ens will." (Matt. 7:13, 14, 21) Doing the 
Father's will requires diligent and regular 
Bible study to learn that will. (John 17:3) 
Heavenly life is won only by proving faith­
ful to that will, even to death. (Rev. 2:10) 
Beeause many would fail to endure, Jesus 
said: "There are many invited, but few 
chosen." (Matt. 22:14) He left no doubt 
that relatively few are taken to heaven 
when he said: "Have no fear, little fiock, 
because your Father ha.5 approved of giv­
ing you the kingdom." More than 144,000 
would not be "few" or a "little flock." 
-Luke 12:32. 
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Does this mean that only 144,000 are 
saved? Not at all. The Revelation con­
trasts the 144,000 heavenly heirs with "a 
great crowd, which no man was able to 
number, out of all nations and tribes and 
peoples and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb." (Rev. 7:9) 
Jesus indicated that such are not of his 
"little flock" when he said: "I have other 
sheep, which are not of this fold; those 
also I must bring, and they will listen to 
my voice, and they will become one flock, 
one shepherd." (John 10:16) But does not 
their "standing before the throne" mean 
that they are in heaven? 

It is possible to stand before the throne 
without being in heaven. Matthew 25:31, 
32 indicates that "all the nations" are gath­
ered before Christ, who is seated on his 
glorious throne. That does not mean that 
the nations are in heaven. The "great 
crowd" have listened to Jesus' voice 
through the preaching of the good news of 
God's 'kingdom. (Matt. 24:14; Rev.14:6, 7) 
Obeying it in faith, "they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. That is why they are 
before the throne of God." (Rev. 7:14, 15) 
Continuing faithfully to serye God and his 
kingdom under Christ, this great crowd will 
survive the war of Armageddon into God's 
new world with prospects of everlasting 
life on a paradise earth. Reigning over 
them will be Christ the King and his 144,-
000 associate priests and kings.-Matt. 6: 
9, 10; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1-5. 

We have seen that the number 144,000 
does not refer to literal Jews or to millions 
of churchgoers supposedly taking broad 
parallel roads to heaven. Clear understand­
ing of God's provision of salvation for the 
"little flock" and the "other sheep" re­
moves the temptation to say that the num­
ber 144,000 is symbolic. The Scriptural 
facts prove that it is a literal number re­
ferring to spiritual Israel. 
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Deep-Sea Dive 
+ On July 15 two Frenchmen 
descended into the watery deep 
farther than the world's tallest 
mountain is high. They made 
the descent into the Japan 
Trench, east of Japan, in the 
seventy.foot-long Freneh 
bathyscaphe Archimede, and 
rested on the bottom for three 
hours. They reported "inten­
sive life" at that depth, 31,350 
feet below the surface of the 
water. It was the second.deep· 
est dive ever made, the deepest 
being a descent of 37,SOO feet, 
over seven miles, into the 
Marianas Trench off Guam by 
two Uni~d States Navy men 
in 1960. 

Cbild •eatings 
+ On July 13 the American 
Medical Association reported 
that a nationwide survey re­
vealed a deplorable situation 
-that beatings by p2rents 
may be a major cause of death 
of young children, usually 
under three years of age. A 
recent issue of the association's 
journal said that "it is likely 
that it will be found to be a 
more frequent cause of death 
than such well recognized and 
thoroughly studied diseases as 
leukemia, cystic fibrosis, and 
muscular dystrophy." 

Nation's Fifth· Astr•naut 
+ On July 17 Major Ro1'Jert M. 
White zoomed 314,750 feet into 
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space in an X·15 rocket ship, 
over fifty-nine miles up and 
more than ten miles higher 
than man had ever gone be­
fore in a winged aircraft. 
According to Air Force regula· 
tions, this altitude qualified 
him as the United States' fifth 
astronaut and the first one in 
a plane with wings. 

Orlme In the U.S. 
+ The Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation reports that during 
1961 major crimes in the 
United States increased by 3 
:percent, to a new peak. Of 
particular concern was the 
fact ,that of every 100 police 
officers in the cnuntry eight 
were assaulted while on duty, 
and many of these were seri­
ously injured. 

Statement on Gambling 
+ On July 12 the Vatican City 
weekly Osservatore Della 
Domenica answered r!"aders 
who had been asking whether 
lotteries or soccer pools were 
immoral. The paper answered 
that sueh gambling in itself 
was not immoral, but that if 
money was risked in gambling 
that was needed for more 
important things, such as the 
upkeep of the family, then it 
would be wrong. At least, that 
is the Roman Catholic view. 

School Vandall<1m 
+ On July 13 the New Y()rk 
city Board of Education issued 

a report reveaJtng that dam­
age to city schools in 1961 cost 
an estimated $1,000,000, enough 
money to build a new elemen­
tary school every two years or 
hire 200 additional teachens. 
The major cost was $818,.680 
for replacing l~,736 wintlow 
panes maliciously smashed by 
young vandals. The worst, how­
ever, has not been reached, as 
vandalism is still on the in­
crease. During the first five 
months of this year 6,767 more 
1Nindow panes were broken, 
122 more unlawful entries 
were reported and three more 
firas were started than during 
the same period last year. 
Thus, despite increased efforts 
to prevent vandalism, there 
has been an increase in dam­
ages of $43,000 for the first five 
months of this year over the 
sanw period last year. 

Samoan Liqaor Craze 
+ Western Samoa, a eotmVy 
that became independent on 
January l, 1962, is having 
trouble With more and more 
young Samoans who are drink· 
ing methylated spirits (wood 
alcohol l. Some cases of blind· 
ness have resulted, and al­
though it is a well-known :fact 
that liquor is being illegally 
manufactured throughout the 
islands, police are unable to 
give the matter full attention 
beC'ause of transportation and 
personnel shortage. Additives 
previously introduced to make 
the spirits unpalatable had no 
affect on Samoan addicts who 
strained and drank it anyway. 

Church Bell Kinging 
+ When the new St. Philip's 
Anglican Church was built at 
St. I-Ieliers Bay, Auckland, New 
Zealand, some people found 
the increased volume. of the 
new bell disturbing early in 
the morning. It was tolled 21 
times at 6:30 am during the 
week and a·t 7:45 am on Sun­
days. Injunction proceedings to 
restrain early-morning ringing 
of the hell were instituted, but 
i.11hen the case came up for 
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hearln1 it was revealed that 
the plabttltTs had agreed to 
withdraw their lawsuit because 
of a private settlt'!ment. It was 
aereed that the bell's volume 
would be reduced for early 
hours, tolled three times in­
stead ot 21, and at 15 minutes 
later than customary. In view 
of the wide publicity given this 
incident, the terms of settle­
ment were read in open e-0urt, 
whereupon Mr. Justice Wood­
house of the Supreme Court 
expressed his gladness over 
the private agreement and 
said: "I have no doubt that, 
In spite of the fact that the 
tolls of the bell have been 
reduced from 21 to three, the 
congregation of the church 
will not suffer." 

Japawe Bible Publlshlllg 
+ Last year the Japanese 
Bible Society published two 
million Bibles or parts of the 
Bible, to raise the total to 
more than 20 million that have 
been published In Japan since 
the aeccnd world war. Con­
sidering that less than one per­
cent of the population pro­
fesses Christianity, it indicates 
considerable interest in the 
Bible among non-Christian 
Japanese. 

Proftt ID Narcotics 
+ On July 17 James Brown, 
considered by the Federal Bu· 
reau o.f Narcotics as the 
"major narcotics operator in 
the Harlem area [New York] 
for the past five years," was 
an-ested. He was said to be the 
leader of fifteen narcotics sel· 
lers who served at least 300 
Harlem addiots daily and 
grossed $2,000,000 a year. Ac­
cording to Assistant United 
States Attorney James B. 
White each of the peddlers 
sold a minimum of twenty 
packets of heroin a day at 
$20 each. He said that they 
received 25 percent of the take, 
which means they each made 
at least $100 a day. 

On the same day as Brown's 
arrest narcotics worth $1,350,-
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OUQ on the unaerground marKet 
were burned under the super­
vision of the police. They had 
been seized by detectives in 
raids in recent years. The drugs 
were unsuitable for legitimate 
medical purpost'!s since they 
had passed through the hand• 
of numerous persons who had 
diluted them, thus making 
them of unknown quality. 

Smoking and PrP-mature Birth 
<$ Preliminary findings ob­
tained from tests on more than 
23,000 expectant mothers and 
17,000 children reveal that 
among mothers who smoke 
there are more premature 
births than among nonsmok· 
ers. The United States Public 
Health Service said that the 
findings "confirm the results 
of previous studies which have 
shown a relationship between 
cigarette smoking during preg­
nancy and prematurity." 

High Dive 
+ On July 18 Miss Lois N. 
Frotten made a striking debut 
as a parachute jumper; she 
plunged 2,000 feet through the 
air and when her chute failed 
to open she plunged into Mystic 
Lake feet first. Finally, she 
emerged, frightened, but ap­
parently not seriously injured. 
Later, she asked: "What did I 
do wrong?" 

Sunday School Lessons 
<$ A UPI dispatch from Little 
Rock, Arkansas, reports that 
after a five-block chase police 
sergeant Frank Moore caught 
a shoplifter. When he asked 
the thief the names of his two 
accomplices who got away, he 
asserted: "I don't know their 
names. I just know them when 
I see them in Sunday School.'' 

Honesty 
+ The Boston Record of July 
3, 1962, reported on the decf· 
sion two men had to make 
when they found a pouch con­
taining $11,685 in cash and 
checks lying on the sidewalk. 
Unhesitatingly they took the 

money to tne pouce. ·1·nay 
bappeµed to arrive at the same 
time that Jim Cohen, manager~ 
of Robert LawrenCe Clothing, 
Boston, was reporting the loss 
of the weekend receipts to the 
police. When the men refused 
to take a reward, Cohen made 
a donation to their religious 
organization. The men were 
Jehovah's witnesses. 

More Cars Increase Danger 
., A pamphlet published by 
the British Road Federation 
said that in 1960 Britain had 
36.1 vehicles of four wheels or 
more for every mile of Jler 
195,000 miles of roads. West 
Germany's roads were the 
second most crowded, with 31.8 
cars for every mile, followed 
by the Netherlands, Sweden 
and the United States. Such 
crowded road conditions pre. 
sent a hazard. Dr. L. G. Nor· 
man, chief medical officer of 
the London Transport Execu­
tive, indicated how much of a 
hazard when he wrote In a 
paper for the World Health 
Organization that more than 
100,000 persons are killed every 
year in road accidents. In some 
countries, he said, the death 
toll exceeds the number that 
die from tuberculosis, polio, ty· 
phoid fever, diphtheria and 
diabetes put together. 

\Vorking Girls and Marriage 
+ In Italy the general pro­
cedure has been to dismiss a 
working girl from her job if 
she got married. Women have 
attacked this practice as 
"forced spinsterhood" and "In­
citement to concubinage." A 
typical working girl's lament 
was this: "The firm where I 
work has informed me that 
they will fire me if I get mar­
ried. All right, then, since my 
wages are necessary, I am 
going to live with my fiance 
without getting married." In 
May it was reported that to 
cope with the problem a drii.ft 
law was approved by the 
cabinet which provides that no 
girl may be dismissed for 
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getting married. As a safe­
guard, the law was understood 
to stipulate that dismissal of a 
girl within a year of her mar· 
riage would be presumed to be 
because of it. It was said that 
the law was assured ol clear 
passage through Parliament. 

High-CO!\lt Penny 
+ On June 28 at an auction of 
rare coins conducted by the 
New Netherlands Coin Cam· 
pany, a Long Island, New York, 
man paid $10,500 for a 1799-
over-1798 United States cent. It 
was said to be the highest 
price ever paid for a coin of 
that denomination. 

He Loved to Be Cut Up 
+ What most people dread 
l\iaurice Hatt loved-to go to 
hospitals to be operated on. In 
the past ten years he has 
bluJfed his way into 100 hospi­
tals and faked symptoms so 
successfully that he received 
fourteen abdominal operations 

-all unnecessary.Now,ajudge 
pointed out, "he ii! in the type 
of hospital where they are Un· 
likely to oblige him by operat­
ing unnecessarily." 

MUe-arul-a-Ha.If-Thlck Ice * University of Wisconsin 
scientists, who recently have 
returned from Antarctica, re­
ported that seismic meai<:ure­
ments showed the ice at the 
South Pole to be 8,400 feet 
thick, and the ground level to 
be 600 feet below sea level. In 
previously unexplored Antarc­
tica areas, extensive moun· 
tains were found to exist. 

Beer-drhtklng Habits 
+ A report by the British 
Brewers' society in May gives 
an insight into the beer-drink­
ing habits of people in various 
countries. Belgians are report­
ed to like their beer more than 
anyone else, drinking 28.6 
gallons a person each year. 

Next follows Austrajia 'IVith 
22.6 gallons, New Zeiland and 
West Germany with 22.3 gal­
lons, and Britain with 19.5. 
Farther down the list are 
Canadians, who consume 13.2 
gallons a person per year, and 
Americans with 12.5, the re­
port said. 

Toe Replaces Thumb 
~ Dr. Bromley Freeman, 
associate professor of plastic 
surgery at Baylor University, 
reported to the American 
Academy of Orthopedic· Sur­
geons in Chicago earlier this 
year concerning a Texas chUd 
who had the second toe of his 
right foot successfully trans­
planted to replace his lost 
thumb. The child, now ten 
years old, can grip a baseball 
bat, pick up pins, play the 
piano "and pinches so hard it 
hurts," said Dr. Freeman. The 
new thumb bends, wiggles and 
rotates, but it still looks like 
a toe. 

':Do you ~ope /or l~e /ulure? 

Are you discouraged by the world outlook? Are you disappointed 
by the promises of men that always fail? You need the book "Let 
Your Name Be Sanctified!' It revitalizes the words of Jesus' model 
prayer that form the title of the book and demonstrates by proph­
ecy and these same discomforting present-day world conditions the 
need for all sincere persons to know God's sacred name. It will 
bring you new hope. Send only 3/6 (for Australia, 4/-; for South 
Africa, 35c). 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 
Please send me the 384-page bound book "Let Your Name Be Sanctit!ed." For malling the 
coupon I am to receive free the booklet Wlten God SpooKs Peace to All Nations. I am enclosing 
3/6 (for Australla, 4/·: for South Africa, 35c). 

Street and Number 
Name .. or Route and Box . 

Postal 
District No. ... County 
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ANNOUNfJEMENT 

NOW AVAILABLE are the principallaiks 

delivered at the Courageous Ministers Dis­

trict Assemblies this summer. So great has 

been the interest manifested in these stim· 

ulating Scriptural discussions that they 

are being scheduled a_s feature articles in 

forthcoming issues of The Watchtower. 

To obtain the entire number as they ap­

JJear, simply mail the coupon below. You 

11eed send only 7 /. (for Australia, 8/-; 

for South Africa, 70c). Hundreds of 

thousand~ of persons are eagerly awaiting 

these spiritual blessings. Share with them! 

Act now! 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 
I am enclosing 7/- (for Austrnlin. 8/-: for South Africa, 7!k). Please send me The Watchtower 

tor one y<'ar. 

Name .. 
Post 
Town ... 

Street and Nurnber 
or Roul(' and Box . 

Postal 
District No. . . . .. County .. 

Jn: AUSTRALIA aclclre~~ 11 Beresford Rd., 8trathfield, NS\\ CANADA· 150 Briclgd«ncl A~e, Torontol9 011t 
SOUTH AFR•CA: 1-'r1v«te Bag. ~;lu,n,JH1onre1n, 'I nn1~vaal UNITED STATES: 117 AdamH St Brooklyn l.'NY 
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