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Do You Wotk st 
D 0 YOU work at 

cross-purposes un­
wittingly? To do so Is 
most unwise. And yet, do 
you know that the.t is ex­
!lCtly what ever so many 
persons, groups and governments are do­
ing? For that reason the dictionary speaks 
:if "the terrible cross-purpo!!leS at work in 
modern society." 

What Is meant by a "cross-purpo.cre"? A 
cross-purpose is defi.ned as "a purpose usu­
ally c.:11intentiona.lly or innocently contrary 
to another purpose or oneself or of sotne• 
Qne else." It is well to be concerned about 
working at cross-purposes because the~ 1s 
something deceptive abou: jt. l.'suaUy one 
docs not become aware of It until harm has 
been done. 

Governments work at cross-purposes 
when they seek to protect their interests 
by lending suppQrt to certain rulers L"l O!'· 
der to keep them f!'om siding In with ene• 
my r.atlons, o!lly to ~nd out that they have 
earned the hatred of the people being op­
pressed by those rJlel'!. They may win the 
battle and find that they have lost the \.Var. 

Modern industry, too, in its undue ha.rj:e 
to adopt automation without first giving 
due considera:ion to its u.'lfavorable ef­
fects a.'ld endeavoring to offset them, is 
working at cross·purposes "''ith itself. Thus 
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an organ of the Fund for 
the Republic recently pub-­
llshcd io.n extremely fore­

bcdlng :report, sho\vlng what 
they felt might be the end 
resU.:.t of automa~\on: Man be­
comes obsolete and rises up in 
a "t.~hnological Armageddon," 

Jn which he makes the ff'orld safe tar hlm-
seif by destroying the machines. 

TI::e farm problem in the lJnited St&:es 
furnishes a similar <:!'xa:nple. To avoid food 
li.'Urp:uses the govet'llrr.e::it pays farmers to 
let part of their land rema:n idle. nut what 
do some farmers do? They let their least 
productive land remain idle a."ld then ln­
tenstvely farm the rest, resulting in sur­
pluses that decrease the value of the crops 
ral'ied. 

Labor unions are also included among 
those that shortsightedly work at cross­
?urposes. When their constant figh: for 
increased wages results in higher manu­
facturing costs to the exten.t that the ma.r­
ket for the things produced is restricted 
and sales are crowded out by ]ow-price 
competition from o~her lands, t:1us forcing 
the management to cut down production, 
resulting in layoffs, or to resort to in­
creased auto:nation in order to cut down 
the cost of labor so they can sell their 
product, the unions have certainly v.·orked 
at cross·purposes with ~abor. Likewise, 
when strikes become so protractf!d t.'lat the 
workers will not, in many years of work 

3 



even at increased w~ges, make up for the 
loss they have suffered, the unions have 
been working at cross-purposes. 

This matter of cross-purposes can also 
be a personal problem. For example, do 
you nurse emotions of resentment toward 
others? If you do, you are working at 
cross-purposes to yourself. Why? As lead­
ing psychiatrists have shown, such emo­
tions as anger, fear, anxiety and hostil­
ity all take their toll in psychosomatic 
illnesses. 

Yes, working at cross-purposes often in­
volves one's ri!Iations with others, but it 
usually results in harm to oneself. That is 
true of a father who lets his ambition to 
get rich make himself a stranger to his 
family. It is true of parents who pamper 
their offspring, followlng the }jnes of least 
resistance by letting them have their way. 
It is true of married persons who carry on 
flirtations or have "affairs" with other 
rne:rnbers of the opposite sex. They may 
not i'ealize it at the time, but they are 
undermining their own as well as their 
partner's peace of mind and happiness. So, 
too, a married woman may desperately 
want happiness, but if she works harder 
at being popular or glamorous or at a 
career than she does at being a good 
wife and mother she is working at cross­
purposes to herself and her family. 

Above all, it is folly for anyone to ignore 
the law of God. NQ one can do that with­
out working at cross-purposes to oneself. 
In the garden of Eden Eve was deceived 
·and took of the forbidden fruit, apparently 
with the thought that she would gain some­
thing; but, regardless of one's expectation, 
·only harm can come from violation of 
God's law.-Gen. 3:1-19; 1 Tim. 2:14. 

No intelligent person would deliberately 
work at cross-purposes with himself. The 
Devil is too smart to work deliberately at 
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cross-purposes with himself, even as Jesus 
showed when he said: "If Satan expels Sa­
tan, he has become divided against hhn­
self; how, then, will his kingdom stand?" 
But in that Satan has set himself in oppo­
sition to the Creator, Jehovah God, he is 
working at cross-purposes to himself, for 
he is doomed to destruction.-Matt.12:26; 
Heb. 2:14. 

This is the one who, as the Bible shows, 
"is misleading the entire inhabited earth." 
(Rev. 12: 9 J Since this is so, it should not 
surprise you to see even religious organi­
za'.tions that claim to serve God and Christ 
wOrking at cross-purposes to them. Jesus 
had just such persons in mind when he 
said: "Many will say to me in that day, 
'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and expel demons in your name, 
and perform many powerful works in your 
name?' And yet then I will confess to 
them: I never knew you! Get away from 
me, you workers of lawlessness." (Matt. 
7:22, 23) Take care that you do not come 
to be included among such "workers of 
lawlessness." 

Yes. ta.kecare to avoid worklng at cross­
purposes to your Creator, to your fellow­
man and to yourself. To do this you must, 
first of all, have a love of righteousness­
What Jesus termed in one of his parables 
"a fine and good heart." That means pre­
ferring to do what is just and right even 
though it seems to be at the cost of self­
gain. (Luke 8: 15) Next, you need love of 
persons: love of God with all your heart, 
mind, soul and strength, love for yourself, 
anct love for your neighbor as yourself. 
(Mark 12:29-31) And then you will also 
need knowledge, wisdom and understand­
ing. Guided by God's Word, you will be 
aided to look ahead to see the outcome 
of your course and avoid what is bad. 
-Josh.1:8. 

A WAKE! 



their residences ryii!E 1962 Year­
! book of Ameri­
can Churches shoWs 
that a record of 
nearly 114,500,000 

WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN TO 

their local church 
aflillations are not 
automatically 
changed. Many per­
sons move from the 
rurals to the city 
or from the city to 
the country without 
changing their 
m'1nbership. And 
their names may be 
kept on the records 
for a considerable 
period of time. One 
man said he did not 
join a church in 
Washington, D.C., 
because he was a 
member of a church 

Americans belong fu m·/1;,,,. 
churches and syna- V,,.,,,. 
gogues. Reportedly, 

aehuren? 
the average size of 
local congregations 
has increased 50 
percent since 1926, 
and church member­
ship still appears to 
be on the increase. 

How reliable are mem­
bership statistics? What 
is the result of easy 
membership? A 2,000-
percent increase the 

But church statis­
tics have many de­
fects. In the first 
place, much is not 
known about church 
records, ehurch 

' _,_, 

record-keeping and church membership 
itself. In fact, even some religious heads 
are not familiar with the counting meth­
ods. For example, recently a Protestant 
leader is said to have challenged the Ro­
man Catholic figures that appeared in the 
1962 Yearbook because they included bap­
tized infants as well as adults. Apparently 
this leader did not know that some Protes­
tant churches do the same thing, among 
them two of the largest, the Protestant 
Episcopal Church and the Lutheran. M~ 
Protestant groups, however, count only the 
persons who have attained full member­
ship, and previous estimates have indicated 
that all but a small percentage of the~e are 
over thirteen years of age. But there are 
churches that report all baptized persons 
rather than only those who have been con­
firmed and have attained full membership. 

Another factor affecting the accuracy of 
membership statistics is the great move­
ment of church members from one part 
of the world to another. This is hardly 
documented at all. When people change 
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right way! 

in North Carolina. 
When asked how long it had been since he 

. last lived in North Carolina, he replied: 
"Over twenty years." Still he considered 
himself a member of that church. It may 
not be unusual, said a minister, for a 
church to have 900 members On its rolls 
but not to have mailing addresses for 200 
of them. 

Still another thing about church mem­
bership has to do with the active and the 
inactive members on the roll. Some church­
es distinguish between these; others do not. 
The statistical difference, however, can be 
tremendous. For example, Time for Febru­
ary 9, 1962, says: "Among more than ZT 
million Englishmen baptized as Anglicans, 
fewer than 3,000,000 are registered as ac­
tive churchgoers." Yet all it takes to be an 
active member is to attend a church ser­
vice once a year. 

There is still another factor. About sev­
enty religious bodies, including some large 
ones, have been reporting their member­
ships in round numbers. These figures ap-
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pear to be nouung out estimates, which, 
of course, can be very inaccurate. 

In view of these facts, it is obviously 
impossible to determine accurately the 
rate of religious growth from chmch­
membership statistics. 

Beasona for Joining 
This is another interesting aspect to 

church membership. Look for September 
30,, 1958, said that some persons "join 
merely out of a desire to conform." others 
join to rid themselves of boredom or psy­
chiatrist bills. Minister John W. Van Zan­
ten of Roslyn, New York, remarked: 
"There are many agnostics, ii not atheists, 
not to mention pagans, in the pews." Not 
all are Christians. 

Another thing, being a church attender 
does not necessarily mean being a church 
member, and being a church member may 
:riot necessarily mean being a church at­
tender. For example, a young man who 
regularly attended a Congregational 
church in Brooklyn, New York, confessed 
that he was a Methodist at heart. On the 
other hand, a man of the Baptist religion 
said he became a Presbyterian because it 
was more to his advantage in the commu­
riity to be a Presbyterian than a Baptist. 
An author admitted that the way he 
picked his church was by driving around 
on Sunday. 'The church with the greatest 
number of Cadillacs parked in front is the 
church for me,' he declared. These may 
not be the motives of all for joining a 
church, but it shows that there are other 
reasons than a desire to become an imi­
tator of Christ. 

Requirements for Joining 
In the past, church-membership en­

trance requirements were considerably 
higher, and many of those with question­
able motives were prevented thereby from 
joining. But that day has long since passed 
11way. Asks pastor William J. Dawson of 
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the First Presbyterian Churcll: "Wllat 
church is there today that insj.stil upon a 
profession of faith in certain intricate the­
ologic statements before it will receive a 
man in.to its membership? I am acquainted 
with none .... The geheral practise of all 
Protestant churches as regards individual 
members is to ask for a profession of faith 
in Christ as Saviour and Master, and a 
promise to obey his rules of conduct; and 
so far as my knowledge goes this form of 
profession is made as simple as possible." 
Baptist minister Philip W. Crannell said: 
"The test for membership ... ought to be 
not intellectual, but vital and spiritual. 
Among the hundred:; whom, as a Baptist 
minister, I have led into the churches of 
which I have been pastor, I do not recall 
one case where any theological test was 
applied ... Spirit, and not doctrine, life 
and not creed, should be the test of church 
membership." 

Some ministers feel as Dr. Almon Gun~ 
nison, ordained to the Universalist min­
istry, that the terms of entrance should be 
no harder than an expressed desire to love 
God and to love man. James Levi Barton, 
D.D., foreign secretary of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis­
sions, said: "I would eliminate the elabo­
rate creeds of historic controversy as tests 
and demand for church membership but 
the simplest statement of purpose in the 
spirjt of Jesus Christ to love God and man 
and serve both with soul, might, and 
strength." 

Evidently even these simple require­
ments have been greatly modified by the 
spirit of modern tolerance. John 0. Mellon, 
minister of the First Presbyterian Church, 
New York city, said: "Someone has said 
that the church is the only organization 
in the world which has a lower entrance 
requirement than those for getting onto a 
bus," which requires no love of God or man 
but only a few cents change. Some church-

A WAKE! 



es require a minimal commitment and min­
imal expense; a simple handshake with 
a smiling pastor might do. 

Warren Ashby, who has served as min­
ister of several Methodist churches, writes 
in Theology Today that church entrance 
requirements are like those of a social club, 
that is, primarily external. He says: "The 
requirements are external in that one must 
profess a faith before men; but this does 
not necessarily mean that the profession 
has substance in fact as well as in words. 
And, again like the social club, once the 
entrance requirements for admission are 
passed, the requirements for remaining 
within the church are not difficult to meet. 
It is not hard to be a Rotarian. Nor is it 
difficult to be a member of a local church." 

Bemoaning this fact, clergyman J. S. 
Bonnell of New York city said: "We have 
been guilty of making church member­
ship too easy and too cheap, and conse­
quently we have too many nominal Chris­
tians on the rolls," people who "cannot be 
counted on for any form of service .... If 
they were subjected to the tests that Gid­
eon applied at God's direction millions 
would melt away." 

What ls Required to Stay a Member? 
Certainly not a dynamic, vigorous and 

inteliigent discipleship, as Christ com­
manded at Matthew 28:19, 20. For exam­
ple, to join an Eastern Orthodox church in 
New York a yearly membership fee of $16 
is required for single persons and infants. 
Married couples pay $32. Adults swear to 
obey all the rules of the church. But what 
about faith, morals and works? A priest 
answered: "They get faith if they come to 
church. If a member deliberately tried to 
burn the church down we might excom­
municate him." "But what if he committed 
adultery or is a thief?" he was asked. 
"Well, that's different," the priest replied. 
"We don't excommunicate them for that. 
We leave that to God." Therefore, no real 
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change is required of members. It is a 
broad and easy way. 

A child in the Evangelical United Breth­
ren Church in New York must take a 
course for two years and an adult for two 
months before being admitted into mem­
bership. But what is required after\vard? 
Primarily an attendance at church ser­
vices. There is no individual discipleship, 
no excommunication; therefore, no vigor­
ous demands. If one should fail to attend 
any church service for over two years, first 
then is he declared a delinquent member 
and his name may be removed from the 
roll. But the way is relatively easy. 

Time for October 6, 1961, made this in­
teresting comment regarding Episcopali~ 

ans. It said: "For the first time in its 175 
years, the Protestant Episcopal Church 
knows exactly what an Episcopalian is .... 
The new church law defines a member as 
one who has been baptized and whose bap­
tism has been recorded in the Episcopal 
Church. Members in good standing are 
baptized Episcopalians \vho have gone to 
church every Sunday during the past year 
'unless for good cause prevented.' " Note 
the absence of mention of faith, morals 
and \vorks in imitation of Christ. Attend­
ance appears to be the sole requirement. 
Excommunications are rare, in fact, un­
heard of. 

Baptism is a prerequisite to member­
ship in the Methodist Church, but is not 
required at all in the Unitarian Communi­
ty Church. Some churches request your 
signature; others, not even that. As for 
moral and spiritual requirements, a rep­
resentative of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in New York said that they feel 
'no one ever becomes really too bad. So 
their members are never put out of the 
church.' If one remains inactive for a pe­
riod of over five years, his name can be 
dropped from the list, depending on cir­
cumstances, of course. 
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It is relatively easy to become a Luther­
an in the United States and perhaps easier 
to remain one. Baptized members include 
infants and adults. Confirmed members 
are those who personally vow belief in God 
and Christ. Communing members are 
those who attend church at least once dur­
ing the year and partake of the Lord's 
supper. If a member does not attend 
church for any purpose for a period of 
three years, then he is placed on the In­
active list. Of the 231,468 members on the 
baptized roll in the New York and New 
England synod, 156,617 are confirmed 
members but only 105,887 are communing 
members. "As you can see," said a Luther­
an minister, "we have a lot of dead wood 
in our files." 

The Wrong and the Right Way 
Easy membership is obviously not the 

way to a vital, vigorous Christian faith. 
Faith thrives, not on how little, but on 
how much one believes and works; both 
facts and figures bear this out Easy re­
ligions have produced nothing but a bump­
er crop of religious illiterates-a fact well 
doc_umented by ministers and sociologists 
alike. The Christian Century, February 28, 
1962, foremost Protestant periodical in 
America, says: "Religious illiteracy is 
shockingly prevalent in the churches to­
day .... It is becoming increasingly diffi­
cult to find American Christians who can 
name the Four Gospels." And according 
to Redbook magazine, August, 1961: 
"There are hundreds of thousands of peo­
ple who have belonged to the Church for 
ten or fifteen years and can't quote a line 
of Scripture!" 

While religious illiteracy is true of 
Christendom's church members, it certain­
ly is not true of Jehovah's witnesses, who 
are well known earthwide for their knowl­
edge of the Scriptures. However, theirs is 
not an easy religion. To become one of Je-
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hovah's witnesses requires faith in Jeho­
vah God and his Son Jesus Christ b!i!ed 
on a knowledge of the Bible. Such faith 
must be expressed in a practical way by 
making a solemn dedication of one's life to 
do the will of God, the same as Jesus did. 
Such dedication is then symbolized by wa­
ter baptism. It is only these dedicated, 
baptized ones whp in reality are Jehovah's 
witnesses. Others who have not dedicated 
themselves to God or who have not sym­
bolized their dedication by water immer­
sion are considered students for the min­
istry, and their names are kept separate in 
the local congregation's field service rec­
ords. While Jehovah's witnesses do not 
keep a membership roll as sectarian Sys­
tems do, yet a record is kept of the preach­
ing activity of each one, for each one is 
a· minister of the gospel or a student pre­
paring for the ministry. And only those 
who actively engage in the ministry are 
recognized as being with the organization. 

In addition, high moral standards of the 
Bible are a prerequisite to baptism, and to 
remain a Witness one must continue to 
lead a life of morality. All immoral persons 
are disfellowshiped, and only after dem­
onstration of sincere repentance are they 
accepted back into the congregation. This 
may take a year or more. 

It is a narrow and hard way, but far 
more rewarding than the easy way of 
Christendom's religions. For, whereas the 
average size of church congregations in 
America has increased 50 percent since 
1926, Jehovah's witnesses in that same pe­
riod have increased well over 2,000 per­
cent! That figure alone is proof enough of 
the success of the hard, moral, active way 
of Christian living as outlined by Jesus 
Christ himself. For it was he who said: 
"Whoever has, more will be given him and 
he will be made to abound; but whoever 
does not have, even what he has will be 
taken from him."-Matt. 13:12; 7:13, 14. 

AWAKE! 



You probably 
have read the 

claims made by speed­
reading s·chools: "Why read at 

only half-speed?" "You can easily grasp 
and retain more to get twice the benefit 

and pleasure from every 
reading minute." Then 
there are accounts of 
those who not only dou­

ble the average 
reader's rate but 
soar to 1,000, 
2,000, 3,000 and 
5,000 words per 
minute. Speeds of 

even 20,000 words per minute are men­
tioned! How do speed readers do it? Is it 
something for you? 

The average reader is said to plod along 
at about 200 to 250 words 
per minute. However, the 
various sch o o Is and 

courses offered in 
the art of rapid 
reading teach prin­
ciples by which 
most persons can 
increase their speed 
to some extent 

By means of photographic records it has 
been discovered that one's eyes move 
across intermittently in reading a line of 
print and make a number of pauses or fix­
ations. Recognition is generally by words 
or by groups of words rather than by let­
ters, though attention may be directed to 
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letters for certain 
purposes. When one 

reads letter by letter, his eyes 
focus as many times as there are 

letters in the line. If one reads word by 
word, his eyes focus as many times as 
there are words. These eye fixations, the 
number of times your eyes focus in read­
ing a line of print, contain the key to 
rapid reading. 

Basic Principles 
The eyes of the rapid reader focus on a 

key point about the middle of from three 
to five words and he reads the whole 
group of words at one fixation. His eye 
takes no longer to absorb this group o( 
words at one fixation than the slow reader 
takes to fix his eye on a single word. 

So reading at twice the average per­
son's speed is not so mysterious as it may 
seem; it is simply that the eye span is in­
creased so as to read groups of _words at 
a time. Various devices are used by schools 
to force a student to read faster. There are 
projectors that flash on a screen word 
groups and phrases at speeds of up to 
1/100 of a second, to help one overcome 
word-by-word reading. Another device, a 
pacer, slides a curtain down over the page 
or book or article. It is adjusted to move 
somewhat faster than the reader's usual 
reading rate, to force added speed. It also 
discourages regressions, that is, looking 
back at words already read. With regres­
sions eliminated, still more speed in read­
ing is gained. 

Other bad childhood habits of reading 
are broken. Most adults do silent reading 
but some continue to move their lips, and 
this limits their reading speed to about 
150 words per minute. Vocalizing might 
even be confined to the throat, giving off 
slight vibrations that can be detected by 
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placing the fingertips In the area. Such 
vocalizing must be overcome to do rapid 
reading. 

What about comprehension when react-. 
ing according to rapid-reading methods? 
The moderately fast reader tends to grasp 
more rather than less. One reason for this 
is that a word in context ts not usually 
fully understandable by itself; the word 
may need to be understood in the light of 
the words that come before and after Jt. 
So the person who reads whole groups of 
words at one fixation is usually able to 
attend to that process of correcting and 
understanding by hindsight. When one 
reads at a rate of 200 words per minute or 
less, the words are too widely spaced in 
tim.e to shed much light on one another; 
but at about double that rate those extra 
words crammed into that minute's reading 
will make the meaning of the first two 

· hwidred clearer. 

Claasroom or Self-Instruction 
What about those speed-reading schools 

and courses? Are they for you? It depends 
upon your speed of reading now, the cost 
of the course, the time that can rightly be 
devoted to such a course and the need you 
may have for doing fa!;ter reading. Some 
professional people must go through a 
mountain of paper work each day, and 
they may find it vital that they increase 
their reading speed. 

The courses vary considerably. Some re· 
quire thirty hours, plus considerable prac­
tice at home. Prices vary, ranging from 
about $30 to $150. But even though the 
schools give assurance that the student 
will increase his speed of reading, this does 
n.ot necessarily mean you should go to a 
rapid-reading school. 

Many persons may need to increase 
their reading speed only to a moderate de­
gree, They may find it more convenient to 
learn the principles of good reading and 
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then conscientiously apply them in thalr 
daily reading. A number of books are 
available on the art of rapid reading. There 
are also rapid-reading courses by mafI, 
even reading kits, although the packaged 
courses and kits are not considered equiva· 
lent to regular classroOm instruction. If 
one chooses to spend money on--- this in­
struction, either by mail courses or class· 
room instruction, he should remember that 
it will require persistence to put into prac­
tice what is learned. One tends to go back 
to his old reading habits, which seem more 
comfortable. 

Almost all persons can get into the hab· 
it of improving their reading by applying 
the principles of good reading. How could 
one practice rapid reading? Newspapers 
and magazines of a general nature cau1d 
be used as a practice field for incrf!asing 
understanding and the speed of reading. 
Practice reading each line of type with 
two eye fixations. You can act as your 
own reading a~elerator by continually 
forcing yourself to read a little faster than 
you have been doing. With constant prac .. 
tice, you probably will be able to read 
about twice as fast as the average reader. 
So the claim that one··can double his read .. 
Ing speed is not sheer exaggeration. But lt 
requires diligence, practice, persevt!rance. 

What about claims or statements that a 
certain course can make a miracle reader 
out of you, embling you to read thousMH1s 
of words per minute? Do not expect it. 
Sofie few persons will do outstandingly 
well, and some children being taught by 
various new methods are said to read at 
extraordinary speeds. But when one reads 
at these incredibly fast speeds, the question 
arises: Is it really reading? Remember 
that reading is basically the apprehen­
sion of meaning, and this is accomplished 
by a more or less prominent running 
commentary of thinking on the reader's 
part. Good reading Is thlDklng. Light· 
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nlngJlke readers may grasp the general 
idea of things, but as Dr. Anne McKWop, 
professor of education at Columbia Uni· 
varsity's Teachers College, puts it: "What 
is the actual degree of comprehension 
when reading is done at such extreme 
speeds! I would like to see some very care­
fUI scientific testing." 

The emphasis put on speed can easily 
mislead one. One may attempt to read 
everything the speed-reading way. Some 
students or graduates of speed-reading 
schools make it quite a point to tell their 
friends how many books they read and 
how fast they read a book. Speed becomes 
the objective, the ultimate goal. Speed 
reading becomes a kind of fad. Some 
thoughtful observers, in fact, find that 
speed reading may be even more of a pos­
sible threat to good and meaningful read­
ing than television has been. 

Not to Substitute for Meditation 
Rapid reading has its place, but it can­

not take the place of meditation. Works 
of fiction, newspapers and general­
information magazines can be read at rap­
id speeds, but if one is reading material 
that is important, that should be well 
learned, then there must be meditation. 
Some authorities on learning believe that 
one should spend as much time meditating 
on what one has read in a paragraph or 
section as he has actually spent on the 
reading. This, of course, depends on the 
type of reading material; but it is well to 
keep in mind what Professor William H. 
Armstrong wrote in his book Study ls 
Hard Work: 

"Reading does not consist of hitting 
each individual word. Particularly it does 
not consist of line plowing. . . . Reading 
consists of balancing, weighing, and com­
paring the ideas that you extract from the 
printed page. That is what thinking is ... , 
Reading is a complex process, and without 
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the practice of a number of good habits 
and skills one does not become a good 
reader." 

A good reader adjusts his pace to the 
material he is reading. This ·principle is 
taught at speed-reading schools, but the 
emphasis is so much on speed that this vi· 
tal point sometimes gets obscured. ,A stu­
dent tends to measure whether he is a 
good reader or not by the number of words 
he can read per minute. 

When one is faced with a great deal of 
reading matter, he is often better off to 
speed read the material than not to read 
it at all~if such is the alternative. This is 
especially true if there is a possibility of 
something important being missed. The 
reader can slow down when he comes to 
paragraphs that are of special importance 
to hiJ!l. 
. Certain reading material requires that 
the emphasis be on meditation, not speed. 
The Holy Bible is an example. The Bible 
contains the thoughts of God, and these 
thoughts are primarily for meditation. The 
Psalms, for instance, certainly were not 
written for speed reading. Likewise, the 
inspired book of Proverbs requires medi­
tation. The books written by the inspired 
prophets of the Most High God require 
deep meditation. So do not be misled into 
thinking that God's Word and Bible-study 
aids should be read at the rate at which 
you read newspapers and general­
information magazines. 

Right Kind of Meditation 
When it comes to learning the thoughts 

of God, t_he Christian must make time for 
meditation. Such meditation is not day­
dreaming, a lazy letting the mind go wher­
ever it wants to go, a lazy rambling. That 
is not the meditation that is of profit to 
the BibleMstudying Christian. The Chris­
tian's meditation should be purposeful. To 
that end he needs guidance when he medi-
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tates. He can do this whether he is on a 
train, a plane, a bus or at home. How? 

The Christian can meditate upon ma­
terial he has already read, the prophecies, 
dealings and commandments of God that 
he has stored away in his mind This serves 
as a guide for meditation. The Bible ac­
count at Genesis 24:63 tells us: "Isaac was 
out walking in order to meditate in the 
field at about the falling of evening." 
Christians can review the things Jehovah 
God has said and done, just as Isaac did, 
and just as the psalmist did: "I shall cer­
tainly meditate on all yoW' activity, and 
with yoW' dealings I will concern myself." 
-Ps. 77:12. 

On other occasions, whether waiting, 
traveling or at home, we can have God's 
Word with us and read it. As you read the 
Bible, pause and add mentally to what you 
have read. Ask, Why is this so? How does 
it apply to my life? Whether it is the Bible 
itself or a Bible-study aid, spend some 
time after each paragraph or section to 
meditate on what you have read. 

So meditation for Christians is not let­
ting one's thoughts go helter-skelter with 
no definite goal and with no guide. You 
get somewhere when you use the Bible as 
a guide. Bible meditation is purposeful. 

The apostle Pahl did not tell Timothy 
to speed read his letters, but ·rather he 
said: ''Ponder over these things." (1 Tim. 
4:15) The apostle Paul knew that the Holy 
Scriptures are not to be read through 
quickly, for speed, but rather for medita­
tion, to get the thoughts of God clearly in 
mind. He knew that a single scripture is 
filled with thought and that one could 
meditate many ,minutes or an hoW' on one 
scripture. Timothy was to ponder over the 
things Paul had told him to do, the prin­
ciples Paul set down in writing. Many per­
sons today, when they receive letters of 
instruction pertaining to some matter, say 
they do not understand them. This is often 
because they speed read instructions as if 
they were reading a newspaper. They fail 
to pause and meditate after each para­
graph and so things are likely to be fuzzy 
and unclear. The instruction God gives us 
deserves and requires meditation. 

Speed reading has its place, and you can 
use it to keep up with much of the reading 
that you may find desirable or necessary. 
But do not make speed reading a fad nor 
let it ever take the place of meditation­
especially in regard to the thoughts of 
God. "Ponder over these things." 

• A householder in Hawaii said to the Witness calling at her door: "I have just 
come home from the hospital. During my stay there I was in a room with a woman 
who was on her deathbed. While I resented being with a woman who was about 
to die, I could not help being puzzled to see her so happy and cheerful. She was 
constantly speaking of a paradise condition that she would be in. She loaned me 
an English Bible and from her Korean Bible she would point out many things 
that I had never heard of. My sister-in·law is a mother superior of Catholic nuns, 
and yet I have never heard of these wonderful things. I told her that I wanted 
to study the Bible but could not al'J'ord to pay the price for private lessons. She 
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told me that the Word of God is free, and on the day I left the hospital she asked 
me to please inquire o! the Witnesses and arrange for a Bible study, as you people 
teach without charge. Two days ago I read in the paper that this woman died, 
and now I keep thinking of how happy and unafraid she was. Truly she must have 
loved and trusted God. So I want to stUdy the Bible."-1962 Yearbook of Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 

AWAKE! 



BRAZII..:S 

~~ 
ASSEMBLY 

and elsewhere on previous e» 
casions. 

Preparing tor the ABSembly 

. ""'''Jl'f'?i;:~::c::_ . . ... ' 
~- ' 

" 

When it was announced that 
there would be a national assem­
bly in Siio Paulo, Jehovah's wit­
nesses in all parts of this vast 
land began to work and plan to 
be present for the special occa­
sion. Some raised pigs and chick­
ens and sold them in December; 
others took on extra secular 
work to defray expenses. Some 
cut down on their grocery pur­
chases to save money; others 
made trinkets and other articles 
at home and sold them in the 
market places. Farmers planted 
an extra crop of rice or coffee, 
and others sold all kinds of per-

By "Awake!" com111pondent In Brazil 

ON TOP of a prominent building in 
downtown sao Paulo is a huge system 

of running colored lights that gives the 
time, news and announcements. Visible for 
miles, these lights not long ago flashed the 
following invitation more than two hun­
dred times: "ATTEND TIIE ASSEMBLY 
OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES-IBIRA· 
PUERA PARK-JANUARY 9 TO 14." 
The people of sao Paulo responded, result­
ing in the largest New World society as­
sembly ever held in Latin America. 

Many were the outstanding things about 
this assembly. Even the assembly site was 
remarkable. This was the beautiful Grande 
Marquise in the lbirapuera Park. It is a 
spacious covered area of unusual design in 
the city's most popular public park, one 
that abounds with tropical trees, plants, 
small lakes and green lawns. 

Jehovah's witnesses obtained the use of 
this splendid area free of charge because 
of their exemplary conduct in Sao Paulo 
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sonal effects to provide money 
for the trip. To get time off from secular 
employment, applications for vacations 
were made early. 

One congregation arranged to rent a 
railroad car to take thirty delegates. At 
the last minute the station manager failed 
to fulfill his promise, saying there was 
no transportation available. All other re­
courses failed, so the Witnesses asked to 
be allowed to use an old railroad car parked 
on a siding. With permission granted, they 
cleaned it up, repaired it and put it into 
condition to travel. Although the journey 
was not the most comfortable, the impor­
tant thing is that they got there. 

The CFippled, the aged, the sick, invalids 
and wheel-chair delegateS--:-they did not 
let their handicaps keep them away. Many 
were the personal sacrifices and hardships 
that were willingly endured to attend this 
spiritual feast. 

To provide rooming accommodations for 
all these delegates presented somewhat of 
a problem. Although the people of Sao 
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Paulo are hospitabl@ in many ways, it is 
not the custom here for strangers to come 
and live in other people's homes. Yet sleep­
ing space ""as provided for nearly 8,000 
delegates, a.nd de!egates traveling from the 
north by truck and bus brought along their 
customary sleeping mats and hammocks, 
thus easily solving the sleeping problem 
in their case. 

Publicity and Cooperation 
Almost every day the public was re­

minded of the assembly by radio, television 
and newspapers. Over 3,900 column inches 
of news publicity appeared in the news. 
paper$, A number of theaters in the city, 
as well as television news reports, showed 
films of the assembly and also of a special 
interview. 

The governor of Silo Paulo State, Car­
valho Pinto, invited the assembly to send 
a delegation for a personal interview. He 
and hJs wife asked many questions about 
the work of Jehovah's witnesses. They ac­
cepted the latest publications and were 
glad to learn that the New World Trans­
lation of the Holy Sct'iptures is being trans­
lated into the Portuguese language. The 
Witnesses appreciated the governor's co­
operation, as \Vell as that of the mayor of 
the cify, who helped overcome various 
problems. When the mayor's staff attend­
ed the assembly, they were given a guided 
tour through the assembly departments 
and explanations about the beliefs and 
work of the New World society. 

To feed the multitude at the assembly 
a cafeteria was set up that enabled 52,000 
meals to be served at an average of 78 a 
minute. Loaned without cost from friendly 
businessmen were a new steam generator, 
a refrigerator trailer for storing perish­
ables, and many kinds of tools. Much food 
was donated. 

To obtain soft drinks a deposit of one 
million cruzeiros was required to cover the 
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order; The purchasing servant wntacted 
an influential man and asked for a ~om~ 
mendation so credit would be extended. His 
statement to the soft-drink company was: 
"The word of Jehovah's witnesses is worth 
far mare than one million cruzeiros de­
posited in the Bank of Brazil." The drinks 
arrived promptly, no deposit needed. 

Assembly Highlights 
Witnesses came to the assembly from 

all parts of Brazil, including the remote 
areas of the Amazon jungle region. It was 
an impressive sight. The gaucho from the 
south wore his bloomer pants, wlde­
brimmed hat and cape. Then there were 
the .colorful full-flowing dresses of those 
from the State of Bahia, and the Japanese 
delegates arrived in their beautiful kimo­
nos·. The assembly turned into an inter­
national one as delegates arrived from 
Uruguay, Paraguay, England, Australia, 
the United States and other cowitries. 
Commenting on the interracial and inter­
national unity demonstrated at the assem­
bly, the Didrio of Sao Paulo of January 16, 
stated: "Delegates and faithful from the 
most distant corners of our fatherland and 
from foreign lands formed a picturesque 
scene, demonstrating to all present the per­
fect communion of ideas in the realization 
of the famous phrase, 'When All Nations 
Unite Under God's Kingdom.' " 

The delegates came to learn and, having 
made great sacrifices to get there, they 
were not willing to allow their attention 
to be diverted to minor matters. Pencils 
and pads were busy during the program. 
Children listened attentively. 

Personnel responsible for organizing 
circuit assemblies throughout the country 
were given a special tour of all depart­
ments as part of their training. 

Expressions of awe reverberated 
through the audience on Friday morning 
when a vast crowd arose to answer ques­
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tions involving their dedication to God, to 
be symbolized by water immersion that 
day. Their "Sim" (Yes) in answer to each 
question echoed throughout the grounds, 
followed by long applause from the audi­
ence. Continuous lines of buses carried 
them to and from the nearby private pool. 
Of the 1,269 immersed, the oldest was 
eighty-nine and the youngest nine years 
old, and three were invalids. 

The public talk was scheduled for 5 p.m., 
after the tropical sun had spent most of 
it.s heat and the late afternoon breeze be­
gan refreshing the atmosphere. Long be­
fore the hour every chair and bench was 
filled and many were standing. Still the 
crowds kept pouring in. Where could we 
put them? The spacious lawn was roped 
off into sections and thousands sat in the 
open on the soft grass near the platform. 
All paid rapt attention as the speaker de­
veloped the theme "When All Nations 
Unite Under God's Kingdom." 

A great surprise came with the an­
nouncement that 48,094 persons were pres­
ent on the assembly grounds. Only about 
one-third of them were Jehovah's witness­
es. The public responded well to the invi­
tations. Besides our own sound system, the 
park's public-address system carried the 
discourse on its entire system of loud­
speakers scattered throughout this mam­
moth recreation area. Not included in the 
final count were thousands more gathered 
aroWld these additional speakers. 

The closing talk was delivered to 37 ,820 
persons. They were thrilled to learn that 
the plans had been approved for the con­
struction of a nc\v Branch building in Bra­
zil and that \VOrk was to begin right after 
the assembly. 

Public Expressions and lmpressiona 
With sincere appreciation the inspector 

of the Ibirapuera Park observed: "If all 
the people in the world were like you, 
what a marvelous place this would be!" 

Several local societies and sanitation au­
thorities sent representatives to visit the 
assembly, and these expressed admiration 
for the order, cleanliness, efficiency and 
the fact that so many persons worked vol­
untarily without material gain. 

Testifying to the excellent training re­
ceived through the educational program of 
the New World society, one reporter re­
marked: "What I find most interesting 
about you Witnesses is that all of you are 
prepared to answer anything about what 
you believe. It is my custom to infiltrate 
into crowds and ask questions. You are all 
well trained." 

One Presbyterian lady from Campinas, 
Sao Paulo, attended the assembly and said: 
"In my church they al\vays speak evil of 
you people, but now I see that it must be 
a case of jealousy, because you have love 
and are so united. I'm going to set them 
straight when I return.'' 

The happy delegates shed tears of joy 
for the rich blessings received. It \Vas truly 
six days of New World living. These United 
Worshipers no\v turned their attention to 
the homeward journey, spiritually re­
freshed, glad that they had made the nec­
essary sacrifices to attend. One delegate 
stated: "I hesitated \Vhen deciding to at­
tend this convention. I ""·ill never again 
hesitate." No amount of words could con~ 
vey the feelings of exuberance and joy that 
all experienced. Indeed, "happy is the peo­
ple whose God is Jehovah!"-Ps. 144:15. 
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HOMEOPATHY 
-,4~~~~ 

ctren. However, in times 
past, orthodox medical 
societies expelled. M.D.'s 
who embraced homeop­
athy, considering it a 
sect and a heresy. 

'f'1HE year was 1790. The place, one 
1 of the suburbs of Leipzig, Ger­
many. There Dr. Samuel Hahne­
mann, physician, chemist and lin­
gui.st, was translating Cullen's 
Treatise on the Materia Medi­
ca from English into German. 
An independent thinker, 
Hahnemann found himself re­
peatedly taking exception 
to statements made by the .JO<Nv.< 

author, such as that Peru­
vian bark, from which quinine is 
derived, owed its power to cure 
malarial fevers to its ability to strength­
en the stomach. 

To prove for himself just what effect 
this drug did have on the human body, 
Hahnemann gave himself the usual 
doses. To his amazement he discovered 
that it gave him all the symptoms usu­
ally associated with malaria. This dis­
covery marked the beginning of a new 
approach to treating disease, one based on 
the principle of Similars, that is, "let like 
be cured by likes." Years later Dr. Hahne­
mann named his school of medicine "ho­
meopathy," after two Greek roots having 
the meaning of "similar" and "suffering."• 

Today official examining boards general­
ly recognize homeopathy as a postgraduate 
specialty. That is, a physician, after re­
ceiving his M.D. degree, studies further to 
become a specialist in homeopathy, even as 
another may study further to become a 
pediatrician, a specialist in treating chil-

• There art' many viewpoints on the treatment ot 
disease. Awake! does not Champion any of them as 
Infallible, but the facts It presents regarding the var!· 
OWi schools of medicine are designed to enable you to 
make an Intelligent choice In the matter. 
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Hahnemann the 
Iconoclast 

In Hahnemann's day 
the practice of medicine had 
gotten in a bad way. The theo­

ries of second-century Galen ruled 
the day. Organized medicine had lost 
sight of the common sense of Hip­
pocrates. Many were the unproved 
and absurd theories that were taught 
as sober truths in the medical 
schools. 

Among the icons or idols of medi­
cine was bloodletting. One leading 
French physician, Broussais, called 
"the medical Robespierre," after the 
bloodiest butcher of the French Rev­
olution, was said to have caused 
more blood to flow than Natx>leon. • 
Use of emetics, purgatives and ene­
mas was carried to preposterous ex­
tremes. A Dr. Kampf featured. "clys­

ters," enemas, giving as many as 5,000 to 
a single patient! Wounds, known as "is­
sues," were made on various parts of the 
body, These were kept open as running 
sores by various kinds of irritants, under 
the mistaken notion that the pus caused 
by these irritants was so much waste mat­
ter being drained from these "new organs 
of excretion"! 

Another medical idol was polypharmacy, 
that is, prescriptions consisting of many 
ingredients. The more a prescription con-

• Among the more notable contemporaries of Hahne­
mann who literally were bled. to death were George 
Washington, Leopold, emperor ot the Holy Roman 
Empire, and Count Cavour, the unifier of Italy-all 
th!s, It might be added, In violation ot the Scriptural 
pr!ncJple that the soul or life of man la Jn h!a blood. 
-Lev. 17:14, 
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tained the more good It was supposed to 
do. Among the most popttlar was one that 
had fifty ingredients, and one even con­
tained four hundred! 

And what about the mentally ill? Gen­
erally the quiet ones were surrendered to 
neglect, vermin and unspeakable filth, 
whereas the noisy ones were often tor­
tured in a way that relilinds one of the 
Spanish Inquisition. 

As a young medical student Dr. Hahne­
mann had been trained to revere all these 
icons or idols, ·but at heart he rebelled 
against them. When he found himself help­
less in treating one of bis own children, 
he gave up the practice of medicine and 
turned to chemistry and translation to pro­
vide for himself and his large family. But 
upon his discovery of the homeopathic 
principle he returned to the practice of 
medicine. 

"I set out," he later wrote, "to discover 
if God had not indeed given some law, 
whereby the diseases of mankind could be 
cured .... Can it be that the nature of this 
science (as great men have said) is in­
capable of certainty? ... Shameful, blas­
phemous thought! . . . Infinite Wisdom 
should be able to create the means of as­
suaging the sufferings of His creatures!" 

Hahnemann continued his experiments 
with many different drugs·, herbs and such­
like; he pressed his family into this re­
search, and later friends and converts 
aided him. In 1796, after six years, he pub­
lished the first statement of his system, 
and in 1810, his Organon of the Art of 
Healing, the "bible" of homeopathy. 

Hahnemann kept experimenting with di­
luting his doses ever more and more and 
also. with the various ways in which these 
dilutions could be made. He limited him­
self to one drug at a time, for, said he, 
"nature· likes simplicity." He attacked the 
medical idols of his day, exposing their 
folly. Especially was his righteous indigna-
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tlon aroused at blool\atting. 'WhJ should 
a patient with a fever suddenly have E'ueh 
a large surplus of bldbd: as to make it nec­
essary to draw it off by the quart?1 he 
argued. Ji'or the mentally ill he recom­
mended "everything that can be effeeted 
by mature consideration, kindly pel'$Ua­
sion and external and internal medicinal 
treatment of the choicest sort." 

Dr: Hahnemann anticipated psychoso­
matic medicine by a century. He correctly 
evaluated the importance of mental and 
emotional factors in disease. The patient's 
heritage, bis past life, his present environ­
ment and habits, he held, must all be con­
sidered if a correct diagnosis is to be made 
and subsequent cure effected. He was 
among the first to note that certain dis­
eases were spread by infections. 

As noted in The Encyclopredia Britan­
nica (11th Ed.), ''Hahnemann undoubtedly 
deserves the credit of being the first to 
break decidedly with the old school of med­
ical practice, in which ... nature was ei~ 
ther overlooked or rudely opposed by 
wrong and ungentle methods." True, oth­
ers had touched on the principle of likes 
curing like, but he was the first to follow 
through and base a whole school of medi­
cine upon it. For being such a medical 
iconoclast he suffered. much persecution 
from his medical colleagues, from the 
pharmacists and from the state. 

The Homeopathic Structure 
Hahnemann had striking success in ap.. 

plying his basic principle of like cured by 
Jikes. In one epidemic he cured seventy­
two out of the seventy-three patients al­
lotted to him, which success, however, on1y 
aroused the envy of most of his medical 
colleagues. On the foundation of likes cure 
like, other principles have been erected: 

(1) The living body contains a Vital 
Force. Disease is merely the rebellion of 
this Vital Force against harmful agents 
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that threateft its extHence. Colds and fe­
vew therefore shoqld not be suppressed or 
fought against but 11.r;sisted; except, of 
course, when a fever becomes so high as 
to endanger the life of the patient. 

(2) The patient must be considered as 
a 'whole; not only his physlcal but also his 
mental and emotional natwes are involved 
in an illness. 

(3) Jiomeapathic drugs are formed 
from natural sub$tances, animal, vegetable 
and mineral. In the Homeopathic Pharma­
copeia, or official drug list, there are more 
than 31000 drugs, and mare are being add­
ed as experiments on healthy persons prove 
tlJ,eir value. 

( 4) Homeopathic drugs are to be pre­
scribed in single doses, that is, one kind of 
drug at a time. 

(5) Drugs ate prescribed far those 
symptoms they produce when given to 
hea,Ithy persons-volunteers, of course. 
Only humans can fully relate the mental, 
emotional as well as the physical effects 
of a drug. 

(6) For the drugs to act on the body's 
Vital Force they must be given in extreme­
ly small doses and be prepared in such a 
way that their inherent powers are devel­
oped to the fullest extent. The small dose 
aballenges or stimulates the Vital Force 
on a plane with which it is able to cope, 
for the diseased body is far more sensitive 
to a drug than a well body, Thus it has 
been proved that a gouty person is 250,000 
times as susceptible to formic acid as is a 
well person. 

(7) "Homeopathy is absolutely incon­
ceivable without the most precise individ­
ualization." Different drugs may be used 
in treating persons with like symptoms and 
the same drug may be used in treating 
persons with differing symptoms. 

(8) Homeopathic diagnosis requires 
that the physician be highly trained in 
powen of observation, be extremely con-
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sctenttous, patient and thorough. ae m\.Uit 
consider totality of symptoms, heredity, 
environment and previous treatment. 

(9} And :finally, in Qomeopa,thy the co­
operation of the patient is imperative. 
Hahnemann refused to treat patients that 
violated his rules. For one thing, all other 
types of treatment at variance with home­
opathy must be avoided.. This also means 
no mouthwashes, salves, herb teas, laxa­
tives and suchlike. 

Other Aspects 
Homeopathy has a positive approach. Its 

goal is not merely the curing of disease but 
increasing the health level. It holds that 
germs are often the concomitants or else 
the result, rather than the cause, of an 
illness, and so puts the emphasis on in­
creasing the patient's inner vital resistance 
rather than trying . to protect him from 
germs. 

Homeopathy agrees with Oliver Wen­
dell Holmes, M.D., that the stress in medi­
cal practice should be on the "art of heal­
ing" rather than on the "science of 
med.icine." And since it leans heavily on the 
patient's total symptoms and appearance, 
it 1s especially valuable-in psychosomatic 
illnesses where tests might reveal nothing. 

Homeopathic medication is neither 
habit-forming nor does it entail any harm­
ful side effects. It does not complicate mat­
ters for the surgeon the way merlicatlon 
by antibiotics or anticoagulants often does. 

Further, homeopathy is not exclusive 
but tolerant. Many who practice it are sur­
geons. It is a school that grants that at 
times osteopathy or chiropractic or still 
other form of therapy may be indicated. 
It uses the various diagnostic methods as 
circumstances require and recognizes that 
on occasion the palliative use of "miracle 
drugs" may be necessary. Generally, ho­
meopathic physicians oppose fluoridation 
of water and use of aluminum cooking 
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utensils, and frown on blood transfusions 
except where they consider them to be 
absolutely necessary. They favor the use 
of natural, unrefined foods, organically 
grown where practical. 

The homeopathic physician takes his pa­
tient or the layman into his confidence. 
He even makes provision for his patient to 
treat his own minor ills and to help him­
self in an emergency. This is in striking 
contrast to the modern trend in Rllopathy• 
of treating the patient as "a medical il­
literate" or "as a problem to be solved 
rather than a person to be helped."-New 
York Times Magazine, February 18, 1962. 

Yet, with all its commendable features, 
it cannot be said that homeopathy has re­
duced the treatment of disease to a cer­
tainty, as Hahnemann optimistically hoped 
it would. Since it is guided to some extent 
by the feelings of the patient, its effective­
ness is affected by the ability of the pa­
tient to evaluate his own symptoms. And, 
as is true in every school of medicine, 
much depends on the conscientiousness of 
the individual doctor and his interest in 
his patients. 

Narrowing the Breach 
Although there was a time when allo­

pathic medical societies expelled homeo­
pathic M.D.'s, today the breach between 
the two is definitely narrowing. Thus in all 
American homeopathic journals appears 
the statement: "A homeopathic physician 
is one who adds to his knowledge of medi­
cine a special knowledge of homeopathic 
therapeutics. All that pertains to the great 
field of medical learning is his by tradi­
tion, by inheritance, by right." 

The very fact that the allopathic school 
long ago rejected most of its follies of 
Hahnemann's day, such as bloodletting and 
~e term "allopathy" In part comes trom at/.os, 
meaning "other." It was coined by Dr. Hahnemann to 
describe the approach to disease that Is the converse 
ot homeopathy. The use ot this term In this sense Irks 
many "allopaths." 
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''issues," has greatly.narrowed the breach. 
Today the two lj:Chools have much in com­
mon as to the importance of psychosomat­
ic factors and the treatment of the men­
tally ill. Doses of medieine have been 
greatly reduced and the importance of mi­
nute amounts of trace elements is recog­
nized. In a sense allopathy may be said to 
have adopted the homeopathic principle of 
Similars when it treats cancer with X rays, 
since X rays also cause cancer. Cure by 
similars may also be said to underlie the 
vast field of immunization by vaccination. 

Today medical journals report on the 
great difference noted in the effect of 
drugs, depending upon the quantity used 
-a fact long recognized by the homeo­
pathic school. Thus a solution of adrenalin, 
1 part to 1,000, was found to act as a 
blood-vessel constrictor, whereas a solution 
of 1 part to 1,000,000 acted as a vaso­
dilator or expander. Also, it has been noted 
that, whereas a large dose of a poison may 
kill, a moderate dose of it may merelY in­
hibit, and a minute dose of the same may 
actually stimulate a certain function. 

While many more examples could be 
given showing that in actual fact the 
breach between the two schools is narrow­
ing, there seems to be a psychological 
breach between the two that is not lessen­
ing, at least not on the part of many of the 
allopathic "organization men." However, 
not a few of the allopathic "great," past 
and present, such as the late Sir William 
Osler and the present noted heart special­
ist Paul Dudley White, have taken or do 
take a tolerant if not also a positive atti­
tude toward homeopathic principles. 

The Future 
Discrimination against homeopathy in 

United States medical colleges some years 
ago caused a great drop in the number of 
homeopathic physicians in that land. To· 
day, however, its status is improving. 
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There its Pharmar.npeia has the same 
standing as that of allopathy, and, more 
and more, homeopathy is being given 
recognition as a medical or therapeutic 
specialty. In Great Britain homeopathic 
physicians have the same standing as allo­
pathic ones in the National Health pro­
gram. The fact that the royal family is 
partial to homeopathy and the queen is a 
patron of a leading homeopathic hospital 
may have had a bearing on that fact. The 
late pope also had a homeopathic physi­
cian as his personal doctor. 

Medical schools iil Germany and Hal~ 
land have chairs of homeopathy. It is 
taught in state-supported schools in vari­
ous lands in Central and South America. 
It is spreading in places such as Italy 

SIX FEET OF CATERPILLARS 
"One hot day in early spring in PE!rigord I 

was walking along a dirt road," relates R. P. 
Lilter in the AtlantW magazine, "when I saw 
something on the road ahead of me that might 
have been a very thin snake, or a very thick 
piece of string, but that somehow looked rath· 
er like neither. When I got up to it I found 
that It was a line of seventy-two hairy 
caterpillars following their leader . , . the 
caterpillar line was six feet in length from 
the nose of the front caterpillar to the 
tail of the rear caterpillar. It moved slowly 
because the caterpillars moved slowly, and 
also because the head caterpillar kept hesitat­
ing and making slight, or sometimes sharp, 
turns to one side or the other, though heading 
always in general for the other side of the 
road, some three feet away. Caterpillar Num­
ber 2 kept his nose faithfully a twentieth of 
an inch or so from the tail of Caterpillar 
Number 1 and turned where he had turned, 
so that any sharp bend in the line was still a 
sharp bend, in exactly the same spot, when 
Caterpillar Number 72 reached it .... A friend 
to whom I recounted this incident suggested 
that I could have picked up the front cater­
pillar and put him at the back to see what 
happened, and I am extremely sorry that I did 
not think of this myself at the time." 
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and Russia and especially in India. 
Homeopathy makes a plea for medical 

freedom that is well taken. Its position is 
that of one of the signers of the American 
Declaration of Independence, a Dr. Ben­
jamin Rush: "To restrict the art of healing 
to one class of men and deny equal privi· 
leges to others will constitute the Bastille 
of medical science. All such laws are .•. 
despotic. They are fragments of monarchy 
and have no place in a republic." 

Yes, Wltil the time when the kingdom 
of God puts -an end to all sickness, as prom­
ised at Revelation 21: 4, each one should be 
allowed to choose his own type of treat~ 
ment, in keeping with the "Golden Rule": 
"Just as you want men to do to you, do 
the same way to them."-Luke 6:31. 

WHAT CAUSES THE COBRA TO DANCE? 
"The argument wlll never be settled," says 

the Manchester Guardian Weekly of August 
27, 1959, "but those who hold that it is the 
snake charmer's secret powers and not his 
flute that makes the cobra dance should 
glance at the September issue o.t 'Courier.' 
Unesco's Window Open on the World. It looks 
out on broadcasting this time, and tucked 
away at the back Is a page, mostly given over 
to photographic evidence, on the cobra and 
its electronic charmer. 

"Experiments in India have evtdently re­
vealed that once a snake is trained to dance 
to the music of a flute it will quite happily 
continue to do so in front of a wireless or a 
tape.recorder. Pierre Pittet, a Swiss journal­
ist, verified this unromantic fact by recording 
the ftute·playing of a snake charmer and then 
playing it back to the cobra, which obligingly 
reared itself up from its basket and began 
swaying like a drunken commuter in the Tube. 
The snake was clearly captivated. There is 
also a photograph of its master watching it 
perform .... Incidentally, if you are one of 
those genial people given to playing with 
recorders don't rush out and tape a fiutist 
and hire a cobra. Snakes have their off-days. 
In India cobras cause some twenty thousand 
deaths a year." 
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"HUNGER, ThirSt, 
Cold, Dampness." 

"No Electricity! No Gas! 
No Telephone!" "I Lost 
My Five Children!'' 
"Boats Recovering Flood 
Victims." "Looters to Be 
Shot!" "Pestilence Troops in Flood Terri­
tory." "Twenty Thousand Still< Trapped." 
"Boy Searches for Sister." 

With these and similar headlines, report 
was made of the worst flood to strike 
northern Germany in over a hundred 
years. In fact, not since 1825 has there 
been such a flood catastrophe as the one 
that hit the entire North Sea coast in mid­
February. The storm left a trail of death 
and disaster from the British Isles to the 
Alps. Raging seas and screaming winds 
that reached a velocity of 177 miles an 
hour smashed dikes, flooded cities, inun­
dated large areas of farmland and cap­
sized ships from Denffiark to the coast of 
Britain. 

A roaring blizzard hit Sweden, stopping 
road and rail traffic and crippling sea ser­
vice. Austria, Switzerland and Italy re­
ported avalanches in which at least two 
persons were killed and many areas en­
dangered. The road to Obertauern, in ~alz­
burg province of Austria, was cut off. Some 
1,500 skiers from twenty countries were 
trapped. So powerful were the winds at 
Britain's Catterick racetrack that horses 
were swept off their legs by the gusts and 
their jockeys were sent flying. 

But hardest hit of all was the north 
German coast. The inhabitants of the har­
bor city of Hamburg especially will long 
remember this calamitous night. The storm 
took the city by complete surprise. 
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!n oilier places the population had a lit­
tle time to brace itself and to take pre­
cautionary action against the storm. In 
Cuxhaven, for example, the streets were 
already under water at ebb tide. There was 
little doubt what would happen when the 
tide came back in. Too, air-raid sirens were 
howling an ominous warning for the peo­
ple to flee to safety. 

The storm grew in intensity, unrelent­
ingly hurling masses of water against the 
dikes. Hundreds of thousands of lives, both 
of men and animals, were endangered. 
Quite naturally the coming tide was viewed 
with alarm. If the hurricane continued un­
abated, a catastrophe could not be avoided. 
The winds did not slacken their pace but 
rather drew back as if to strike with re­
newed force. The fire department, the Po­
lice, the army and others were warning the 
people, closing up breaks in the dikes and 
attempting to prevent new ones. German 
air force plaiies dropped over 300,000 sand­
bags in an effort to plug the holes in the 
dikes. 

On February 16 one piece of bad news 
followed another. The tides were reported 
more than eighteen feet above normal! 
The waves, like giant hammers, kept 
pounding the dikes unmercifully. Soon the 
walls began to give. More than sixty of 
them crumbled in hundreds of places. As 
the dikes gave way, oceans of water 
poured through the openings to swirl 
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through the dark over the unprotected 
lend. Around midnight the water level at 
the entrance 1:o the Elbe River had reached 
ti. peak at three and a half meters (over 
eleven feet) above normal. 

To111 of water came pourirtg through the 
broken dikes. Unless a miracle occurred, 
Schlelw1g-Ho1Atein's whole western coast 
would be inundated. Suddenly the storm 
shifted its direction from west to north­
West. The coast appeared to be out of dan­
ger, but the worst was yet to come. 

Unexpected Blow at Hamburg 
The storm had not yet spent its fury. 

It blustered its way now in a direction 
that proved dangerous to the lower Elbe 
River and the city of Hamburg, upward of 
100 kilometers (62 miles) from it.s mouth. 
Demonstrating more of its awesome force, 
the storm plowed through the Elbe and 
other river dikes and then sent its swirling 
waters into the greater Hamburg area. In 
minutes thousands Of square miles were 
swallowed up in a watery grave. The un­
expected had happened. A regular deluge 
was upon the inhabitants, and they not 
knowing what to do. 

Many people fled their homes in night­
gowns to take refuge on their rooftops in 
the hope of rescue, not reall.Zing that those 
winter winds were damp and icy cold. The 
exertion proved too great and flight too 
sudden for many, especially for the older 
persons. Of the 287 who lost their lives in 
the disaster, 173 were over 60 years old, 
with another 85 between 14 and 60, and 
29 were children under 14. No doubt, sur­
prise, panic and exposure were greatly re­
sponsible for most of the deaths. 

Cries for help sounded though the night 
out across the wide expanse of water. 
Women were seen perched in trees clutch­
ing to their children. Old women were sit­
ting precariously in window frames. Res­
cue operations were swift, but for many 
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not swift enough. MOre thu 35,000 West 
German and NATO troops were ordered 
into rescue work. Helicopters fluttered 
overhead picking up survivors and drop .. 
ping food and medical supplies. Even 
floating barrels were used to save trapped 
victims. Danish frogmen searched beneath 
the waters for victims while Bundewehr 
soldiers stood in icy waters for hours with 
children on their shoulders riding piggy­
back. Many civilians, however, who did not 
take blankets with them to the rooftops 
perished from expasure. Others simply 
succumbed from exhaustion and cold and 
slipped under the floodwaters. 

The Tragic Losses 
Indescribable misery and fear were 

everywhere. Rats, driven from their holes 
by the floodwaters, roamed in packs, feed­
ing themselves upon the carcasses of dead 
animals. The threat of typhoid and cholera 
hung close. 

The surging waters swept everything 
before them. The dead bodies of cattle, 
sheep and other farm animals were a fear­
some sight. At least 3,000 cattle were 
drowned, some 3,000 swine, 200 horses and 
39,000 of the poultry. All the caged ani­
mals in Bremerhaven's zoo perished. Ham­
burg's vegetable gardens were destroyed. 
Valuable land that regularly had produced 
five or six harvests a year had now been 
made unproductive by the swirling salt wa­
ter. Where freight trains had once been 
switched in the shunting yard, now only 
boats could be seen. Thousands had been 
driven from their houses; yes, some 70,-
000 were homeless. In the province of 
Schleswig-Holstein, in the one section of 
Eiderstedt alone, 5,000 persons were 
forced to flee their homes. After a week of 
mapping up after the storm, Europe's hu­
man death toll rose to 326 and property 
damage was estimated at $350,000,000. 
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SI- Happening• 
Several miles up the river five of Jeho­

vah's witnesses lived in a small house lo­
cated some ten ye:rds '!;>ehind the river dike. 
The dike slowly began to go to pieces di­
rectly in front ot their house. The water 
rose to within a foot of the top of the dike, 
sending the spray of the tossed waves 
splashing over the top and completely 
soaking their house. Had the dike not col­
lapsed at Itzehoe just at that moment, al­
lowing the water's release from its pent-up 
fury, they probably would not have lived 
to tell their story. 

Others in Kleinwisch bei Glueckstadt 
and in Marne had similar hair-raising ex­
periences. 

While thousands were fighting for their 
lives, a number in Hamburg and vicinity 
had not yet fully grasped what had taken 
place. For example, the police were called 
upon to stop a demonstration in front of 
a music hall, where a jazz concert was to 
be held, when jazz fans began to protest its 
cancellation. In St. Pauli, the entertain­
ment center of Hamburg, dances were be­
ing held as usual-in fact, at the very time 
when trucks were bringing flood victims 
from their evacuated homes to temporary 
quarters in neighboring streets. Almost 
every motion-picture house in the city con­
tinued its program and some of the thea­
ters switched over to emergency generators 
when the electricity went oft' so that they 
could continue showing their films. Only 
sometime later did they wake up to a reali­
zation of how serious the whole situation 
actually was. 

A teeming city of the twentieth century 
had suddenly been turned into a medieval 
village, this in a single night, due to wind 
and water. No electric lights were burning. 
There was no gas to keep the kitchen 
stoves going. The "t:elephones were all dead 
and radios were silenced. And for once, 
thousands of flickering television sets had 
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been quieted. The - ""1ldles that wore 
available in the stores were insufficient to 
fill the demand. Wat~t could be used only 
after having beeh boiled. All transportation 
ties to the south were suddenly cut off. 
All this in just a single night! 

Man in Focus 
How weak man is when matched against 

the tremendous forces of nature! In spite 
of all his scientific and technical achieve­
ments, he is forced to face up to his in­
significance in the presence of nature's 
Power. Reflecting on this irresistible fact, 
the Picture New8paper (Bfld Zeitung) for 
February 19 had this to say: 

"The storm struck. The water came. It 
Was like during the war. Helpless people, 
demolished houses. Storm and water cry .. 
ing shrilly like grenades, exploding loudly 
like bombs. And above the sound of noise 

·and crying was the awesome shroud of 
darkness ... It was even worse than the 
war. No fire, just water, no light, only 
storm--dark, foreboding storm. Man be­
came increasingly insignificant, the res­
cuers increasingly bolder. The giant storm, 
playing with the midgets perched in their 
rubber boats, drove them across the sur­
face of the waves, raised them on high 
only to smash them down into the water 
seconds later. Many things broke on that 
night, but one thing the storm could not 
break: Man's determination to help his 
fellowman. The storm had struck, but it 
had not gained the victory. Man, the good 
Samaritan-sometimes thought to be ma· 
terialistically dead in the world of econom" 
ic recovery-had awakened. Millions had 
come to their senses. But 00 there always 
have to be dead and homeless before we 
wake up to the fact that man is living?" 

Who or What to Blame? 
When the storm subsided and the waten 

began to withdraw to their previous rest.. 
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ing-pl&.eeSt respons~ city officials then 
arose to ask some searching questions: 
Are the dikes actually the safest in the 
world? Have we actually done everythiv.g 
possible to prevent such a cat.a.strophe? 
Dikes are generally made out of sand with 
a covering of about two feet of marshy 
soil to hold them together. Once the outer 
layer of earth has been broken through, 
the sand melts away like butter. No doubt, 
mightier dikes will be recommended in the 
future. 

On February 23 the Picture Newspaper 
under the heading "Now 7 Meters!" wrote: 
'For some 130 years the dikes in Hamburg 
have been 5.6 to 5.8 meters high, but now 
they must be built higher. In May work is 
to begin to rebuild the dikes completely. 
Their height will be seven meters. At pres­
ent sandbags and bulldozers are being 
used to plug the damaged dikes, this to 
prevent reflooding when the spring thaw 
occurs. However, without an adequate 
warning system, a patched-up dike is a 
very deadly thing.' 

Some say the previous warning system 

was very inadeqUateJ otherwise many more 
lives would have been saved. However, 
even those warned in time did not always 
heed the warning. The people of Wilhelms­
burg did not believe the warning signals 
even at the last minute. MOst of them 
stayed in their homes and thought that 
nothing could happen to them. "After all," 
they said, "we live over 100 kilometers 
away from the North Sea!" Many of these 
overconfident ones never survived the 
storm. Others escaped, but returned later 
to save some of their material possessions 
that they had left behind. Many of these, 
too, were lost. 

Today a warning is being given of an 
even greater "storm," the universal war 
of Armageddon, but it will not be one that 
will indiscriminately destroy all alike. Sur­
viv8.l will depend, not on youth or strength 
or geographical location, but on obedience 
to God. As it happened at Wilhelmsburg in 
mid-February, so it will occur at Arma­
geddon that many lives will be lost because 
of failure to heed the warning. May that 
not be so in your case! 

Looking for work 

ELIGIOUS ministers in Denmark are hav· 
ing trouble: that of finding themselves 

_, most of the time preaching to empty pews. 
tte'verend JOrgensen, unable to stand the "bur· 
den of continuously empty pews" any longer, 
took up the fight in a rather unusual way. 
He put the following advertisement in the 
local papers: "Minister looking for work 
as pastor in SOder-Kongerslev, Norder-Konger· 
slev and in Komdrup. I have been trained 
in interpreting and explaining the Bible 
(seven years of schooling), as well as trained 
in explaining what is included in Christian 
faith for the modern man. Are there not at 
least 10 or 12 families that could make use 
of my services? We could either meet together 
in private homes or in the parsonage,· as one 

would prefer. An early answer is desired. The 
local pastor."-Schleswiger NMhrichten, De­
cember 29, 1960. 

Why is it that pastors have no work. to do, 
when Jesus told his disciples that "the har. 
vest, indeed, is great, but the workers are 
few. Therefore beg the Master of the harvest 
to send out workers into his harvest. Go 
forth"? Could it be perhaps because the 
pastors have failed to copy the example of 
preaching as set by Jesus? that they do not 
"go forth"? How can true servants of God 
complain about too little work to do when 
Jesus' command for our time is: "This good 
news of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the inhabited earth for a witness to all the 
nations; and then the end will come"?-Luke 
10:2, 3; Matt. 24:14. 
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NAZIS 
By "Awakel" «irrespondenl 

in Sweden 

WHEN the hideous 
beast of Nazism 

went down in World 
War II, people throughout the world hoped 
that they had seen the last of it. They 
shuddered at the thought of its frightful 
brutality and inhuman concentration 
camps. Today, almost seventeen years after 
Nazism was buried, it is manifesting signs 
of life. 

Nazi movements are springing up in the 
United States, Latin America, the mid­
East and Europe. Young people are show­
ing for it a morbid fascination that wor­
ries responsible adults. Many people believe 
that the rising generation is not being 
properly informed about the wicked deeds 
of Nazism and Fascism. This especially has 
been so in West Germany, where officials 
decided in 1960 to prepare new textbooks 
because German children were not getting 
a clear picture of the crimes committed 
under Nazism. 

The recent trial of Adolf Eichmann stim­
ulated greater interest in Nazism among 
Swedish youth. Instead of being abhorred 
for his crimes, some call him a "gay chap," 
claiming that there ought to have been 
more like him. Quite a number of these 
young people were among those who cele­
brated Hitler's birthday on April 20, 1961. 

The main part of the Nazi sympathizers 
in Sweden is made up of old Nazis from 
the war years. There are several neo-Nazi 
organizations here that publish at least 
fifteen Nazi papers. They keep in close 
contact with the Nazi movements else­
where in Europe, re.ceiving visits now and 
then from former members of the so-called 
Hitler Jugend. 
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Most of the 
youngsters who associate 

with these movements do not do 
so for ideological reasons. What seems 

to attract them, according to the Da,gena 
Nyheter of September 2, 1961, is the "crav­
ing to act in a shocking way, to taste a 
forbidden fruit." Another contributing fac­
tor may be degrading war films that de­
pict swaggering Nazis in :flashy uniforms 
and precision marching. The effect of such 
films on imaginative youths is far from 
wholesome. 

In an attempt to counteract the glamour 
that fictional war films tend to give to 
Nazis, Erwin Leiser produced a documen­
tary film that factually presents the his­
tory of the Nazi period. It is called "Den 
blodiga ti den" or "The Bloodstained Time." 
Instead of glamorizing the Nazis, it pre­
sents the terror of Nazi rule. Leiser point­
ed out that it would be a crime to forget 
what happened during that period; yet that 
is what many people seem to be doing. 

In a report about Nazi sympathizers in 
Sweden the Presens of September 7, 1961, 
stated: "It is unforgivable to hide, as is 
now being done, one's head in a bush and 
make as if that which happened in Europe 
less than twenty year.$ ago does not concern 
us or in any way affect the society and the 
world we are living in today." The sugges­
tion has been made that Leiser's film and 
others like it can help to remind the peo­
ple of Nazi crimes. 

In Germany the amount of current Nazi 
literature is steadily growing. Regarding 
this The Atlantic of March, 1960, said: 
"Next to such a satanic classic as Mein 
Kampf, the new Nazi literature may at 
first sight look innocuous. Yet new Nazi 
publishing houses, like the Druffel-Verlag 

25 



at Leoni on the shores of the Starnberg 
Jake, the Plesse-Verlag and the Verlagsan­
stalt in Goettingen, the Abendland-Verlag 
of Wuppertal, and a score of others, churn 
out many books which have a common 
purpose: to extol the Nazi regime and con­
demn its enemies and successors." 

A number of lending libraries and book 
clubs are used by Na-

Some Swedish educators and youth 
leaders are trying to discover some way to 
prevent neo-Nazism from spreading among 
the youth. They realize that the younger 
generation is the most vulnerable to Nazi 
propaganda because a high percentage of 
them have no idea what should be associ­
ated with Nazism and the name of Hitler. 

These leaders believe 
zi publishers to get 
their publications in­
to the hands of the 
German public. The 
clubs put on evening 

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE 
that young people 
need better instruc­
tion in the facts about 
Nazism. This task is 

e Pray for Right Things. 
e Our Changing World Map. 
e Watch Your Weight. 

discussions to which they invite as speak­
ers leading Nazi writers. 

In the United States the American Nazi 
party with headquarters at Arlington, Vir­
ginia, does its utmost to disseminate the 
evil tenets of Nazism. Members of the par­
ty entered the Freedom Riders controversy 
in 1960 by going to the South in what they 
called "a hate bus." In 1961 nine members 
went on a "hate tour" to New Orleans to 
demonstrate against Jews and Negroes. 
Other Nazi activities in the United States 
have been manifested among youths in 
different parts of the country. In Califor­
nia a Nazi-style youth gang appears to 
have killed a news reporter that was in­
vestigating its activities. Thirteen youths 
were suspended from school in Kansas City 
for membership in a Nazi-type youth or­
ganization and in New York three mem­
bers of a Nazi-type youth organization 
were arraigned before a judge and charged 
with treason. 

Although Sweden never has had any real 
problem with anti-Semitism, anti-Semitic 
writings have been written here and dis­
tributed inside and outside the country. 
The neo-Nazi propaganda contains a cer­
tain amount of anti-Semitism, presenting 
it in a sly way so as not to close the minds 
of those who read it. 
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mainly the responsi­
bility of the schools. Parents can help, but 
in Germany some parents will not be able 
to be very convincing when they condemn 
Nazism. A Berlin teen-ager said: "Talk 
with my parents? Why, in the Nazi times 
they were the most enthusiastic Nazis and 
now they are the most enthusiastic demo­
crats. How can you talk about such things 
with that generation?" 

Neo-Nazis are not hesitant about using 
the fear of Communism to frighten people 
into their camp. They argue that if Hitler 
had been supported by the Westel't), pow­
ers, Communism would not have got a 
foothold in Europe. Such reasoning may 
sound convincing to inexperienced youth 
in vie\v of the present situation in Berlin, 
but for those who know the historical facts 
about Nazism, it falls flat. They know the 
folly of allowing the fear of one beast to 
cause them to rush into the claws of 
another. 

As to the many people who thought the 
brutal ideology of Nazism was dead, they 
are frightened to see it showing signs of 
life. They can find comfort, however, in 
the divine assurance that the God of heav­
en will soon destroy the \Vhole wicked sys­
tem that makes up this \Vorld and usher in 
righteous rule by means of his kingdom. 
-Dan.2:44. 

A WAKE! 



"LET your light shine before men, that 
they may see your fine works and 

give glory to your Father who is in the 
heavens." So reads Matthew 5:16 accord­
ing to the N cw World Translation. 

Why does this translation here read 
"fine" works -w·hen tv.1enty-eight out of 
thirty other English versions read "good" 
works? Because of the particular \vord 
that appears in the Greek, namely, ka.los'." 

In the Christian Greek Scriptures there 
are two 1,vords that generally are translat­
ed "good," ag.ath.os' and ka.Zos'. To note 
the care with which Bible characters and 
\Vriters used these \Vords is strengthening 
to faith, for it bears testimony to their 
sincerity and exactness. At the same time 
it is most enlightening. 

There is no question about aqath6s being 
correctly translated "good." For example, 
Liddell and Scott's Lexicon defines agath68 
as 'good, capable, serviceable, morally 
good, of benefit,' And Vine's An Exposi. 
tory of New Tcstanient Word..~ states that 
agath6s "describes that which, being good 
in its character or constitution, is benefi. 
cial in its effect; it is used (a) of things 
physical, e.g., tree, Matthew 7:17; ground, 
Luke 8:8. (b) in a moral sense, frequently 

•Darby'~ translation. \\hleh rPcHI' ··upright work"."' 
h 11s ,, footnot~ in whirh t1c· stute"' "I do not put 
·good works." bl"eam;e it has acquir<'rl the force of 
henevolertt artinn,, which j~ not 1he force here, but 
al! that i> uprigl1t t1nrl hunorabh' nncl eomf"lY. what 
ought to be in onP \\hO ft'ds >1right. 'Upright' <loes 
not quite give th<• whole -'''""''·"' Thf• otl10r t'~l'l'ptton 
among th<' thlrly En~lish \"C!"blons ;, Tnfel'< Jnl~r!inear 
B1hte, wOi~h T>'n<h 11W ~·,11"'' '"' t\W Nf"' v.:oTl!l Tn•n"­
lntinn. '·iin~ works" 
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of persons and things. God is essentially, 
absolutely and consummately good, Matt. 
19:17; Mark 10:18." And says Barclay in 
11is More New Testament Words: "Agath6s 
... is the common Greek word for good. 
Agath6s is that which is practically and 
in orally good." 

However, kal6s, a1though confused. with 
agath6s in most .translations by being also 
rendered "good," has a meaning of its own. 
Concerning it Liddell and Scott's Lexicon 
says: 'Beautiful, noble, honorable, excel­
lent, of virtue; with reference to use, good, 
of fine quality.' And Thayer's Lexicon: 
"Beautiful, applied by the Greeks to every· 
thing so distinguished in form, excellence, 
goodness, usefulness, as to be pleasing; 
hence (acc. to the context) Lq. [the same 
as] beautiful, handsome, excellent, emi· 
nent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful, 
suitable, commendable, admirable, shapely, 
1nagnificent ... Kal6s denotes that kind of 
goodness \Vhich is at once seen to be good." 

At James 2:7 kal6s is used to describe 
the "name by \Vhich you were called," and 
concerning this Hort states: "Kal6s is 
what is good as seen, as making a direct 
impression on those who come in contact 
,vith it-not only good in result, which 
\Vould be agath6s." And among the defi-
11itions Donnegan gives in his Lexicon for 
kal6s are "fine or honorable." 

That these two words are not to be con· 
fused is further seen from their appearing 
together at Luke 8:15: "As for that on the 
fine ( kal6s J soil, these are the ones that, 
after hearing the word with a fine [kal6sj 
and good l agath6s] heart, retain it and 
bear fruit with endurance." Yes, the heart 
of those bearing much fruit is not only 
morally good but also well-conditioned, 
raising fine expectations, like soil in the 
best location. Clearly, then, a distinction 
should be made betiw'een kal6s and agath6s. 
Not that ka16s is a),vays super1or to ag. 
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ath6s, but that it includes other character­
istics. This explains why Jesus once said: 
"Why do you call me good [agath6s]? No­
body is good [agatk6s], except one, God," 
and on another occasion he said .of him­
self: "I am the fine [kal6s] shepherd." 
-Mark 10:18; John 10:11. 

In brief, agath6s refers to that which is 
morally good and beneficial, while kal6s 
refers to fine quality, to that which is 
choice and comely. Depending upon the 
context, kal6s may at times be adequately 
translated by "good,'' "right,'' "honest" 
and "well." 

Concerning kaWs Barclay says: "There 
is no English word which fully translates 
ka'k'>8; there is no word which gathers up 
within it.self the beauty . . . included in 
this word." He prefers the Scottish folk 
term "bonnie." Others at times prefer 
"lofty," "ideal" or "upright." 

The first edition of the New World 
Transkition of the Christian Greek Scrip­
tures used "right" in the majority of in­
stances to translate kal6s, but apparently 
it.s Committee was not fully satisfied with 
this word, for in the Revised Edition of 
1961 it generally substituted fine for right. 
Does "fine" serve the purpose better? Yes, 
it does, if we have in mind the right sense 
of fine, for it is a word having several dis­
tinct meanings. The definition of fine that 
fit.s kal6s is 'of superior quality, noble, ex­
cellent, beautiful, pleasant, notable.' 
-Webster. 

This is the sense in which fine was used 
in a recent item appearing in a profession­
al journal. It complained about a fine doc­
tor and a fine man allowing himself to be­
come a party to a fraud Incidentally, this 
item showed that somethjng or someone 
can be of fine quality without necessarily 
being morally good or beneficial. The same, 
depending upon the context, is true of 
kaW.. 
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Thus the traveling merchant of Jesus' 
illustration was not merely seeking· good 
pearls but fine, excellent, surpassingly 
beautiful pearls. The disciples thought that 
pouring costly perfumed oil upon Jesus' 
head was a wasteful deed, but Jesus told 
them that it was a fine, beautiful, noble, 
outstanding deed. The temple at Jerusalem 
was adorned, not only with good, useful 
stones, but with fine, costly, beautifully 
engraved stones.-Matt. 13:45; 26:10; 
Luke 21:5. 

So also at the wedding feast at Cana. 
The wine Jesus provided was not only 
good wine but it was fine, choice, rare, 
mellow wine. As a good tree brings forth 
fine fruit, so the things that the supremely 
morally good Creator, Jehovah God, brings 
forth are fine, choice, beautiful, of sur­
passing quality: "God saw everything he 
had made and, look! it was [not only good 
butJ very good, [kal6s, LXX]." Yes, 
"every creation of God is fi1te."-John 2: 
10; Gen. 1:31; 1 Tim. 4:4. 

Christians are not to "give up in doing 
what is fine." The rich are counseled "to 
be rich in fine r choice J works.'' Christ 
gave himself for his followers that they 
might be "a people peculiarly his own, 
zealous for fine works." And Peter coun­
sels, "maintain your conduct fine among 
the nations," and minister "to one another 
as fine stewards of God's undeserved kind­
ness." All of which is in keeping with Je~ 
sus' command: "Let your light shine be­
fore men, that they may see your fine," 
excellent, choice, noble, quality "works." 
-Gal. 6:9; 1 Tim. 6:18; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 
2:12; 4:10; Matt. 5:16. 

Truly our faith in and our understand­
ing and appreciation of God's Word is in­
creased by noting holv its characters and 
writers distinguish between the morally 
good and beneficial agath6s and the ex­
cellent, choice, noble, beautiful and quality 
kal6s. 

AWA.KE! 



Babies Deformed by Drng 
~ The use of sleeping pills 
containing the new drug thali­
domide has resulted in a medi­
cal nightmare. Thalidomide 
was widely sold in West Ger­
many and Britain from 1958 
until It was taken off the mar­
ket last November. It was dis­
covered that mothers who had 
taken it during their preg­
nancy had given birth to terri­
bly deformed babies, with 
short stublike arms and legs. 
German authorities estimate 
that between 3,500 and 5,000 
deformed babies will be born 
by next August, when the last 
of the mothers who had taken 
the drug will have given birth. 
Thalidomide appeared to be 
the ideal sleeping pill. It 
worked quickly and left no 
hangover. In Western Europe 
it was sold under the names 
Contergan and Softenon, in 
Britain as Distaval, and there 
were plans to introduce it in 
the United States under the 
trade name Kevadon. 

Tobacco Advertising 
+ During the first week of 
April, just a month after a 
report by the Royal College of 
Surgeons linked smoking and 
lung c;ancer, measures were 
taken in Britain to curb smok­
ing among children. The To­
bacco Manufacturers' Standing 
Committee, which represents 
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all companies making ciga. 
rettes in Britain, reported that 
before 9 p.m. there would be no 
advertising of cigarettes on 
television. The British govern­
ment is providing an educa­
tional p'rogram, circulating 
400,000 posters that warn of 
the dangers of smoking. The 
action taken in Britain has had 
effects elsewhere. On April 5 
the Italian Parliament ap­
proved a bill that outlawed 
tobacco advertising, setting a 
maximum fine of about $300 
for violation. From Denmark 
demands were also heard to 
put a curb on tobacco sales. 

' 
• Smoking and Premature Birth!i 
+ It is reported that a two­
and-a-half-year study of 2,736 
women by the Baltimore City 
Health Department revealed 
that mothers who smoked a 
pack of cigarettes or more a 
day had more than twice as 
many premature babies as 
those that did not smoke. 

Churches Favor Rich 
+ "Are the Protestant church­
es today more concerned with 
the healthy, the wealthy and 
the successful than with the 
sick, the poor and the needy?" 
A ten-year study of the reli­
gious and social attitudes of 
Americans indicates the an­
swer is, Yes. So reports Dr. 
Gerhard Lenski, Jr., University 

of Michigan sociologist and son 
of a Lutheran clergyman, who 
made the study and who fo­
cused his i:.ttention particularly 
on his own Lutheran church. 
Lenski noted that Protestant 
churches in general "have a 
much stronger appeal to the 
more prosperous and success· 
ful members of the community 
than to members of the work­
ing class." He also observed 
that "there is some evidence 
suggesting that contemporary 
Protestantism has little to offer 
those in distress." 

Dirty City 
+ Commissioner Arthur J. 
Benline of the Department of 
Air Pollution Control reported 
that during 1961 an estimated 
524,721,024 pounds of soot sift· 
ed down through the air onto 
New York city. He said that the 
burning of debris on demoli­
tion sites, which will be out· 
lawed after 1963 by a city law 
passed last fall, was a major 
factor in the city's air pollu­
tion. 

Injected Chickens Seized '* From the first of the year 
until February 9 the New York 
city Department of Markets 
had confiscated 25,000 pounds 
of poultry that had been 
injected with a growth· 
encouraging hormone that was 
described as poisonous by the 
Federal Food and Drug Admin· 
istration, The hormone had 
been found to cause cancer in 
laboratory animals although 
there is no evidence that it had 
caused cancer in humans. On 
February 26 another 2,000 live 
chickens contaminated with 
the hormone were seized and 
destroyed. 

Moral Standards 
+ On March 10 Methodist 
clergyman Leslie Weatherhead 
reported that when a surprise 
check was made of the hand­
bags of girls attending an Ox· 
ford, England, school 80 per· 
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cent w~re found to be carrying 
contraceptives. 'The girls were 
of about 15 to 18 years of age. 
Weatherhead called the in­
crease in premarital inter­
course among teen-agers and 
the resultant climb of venereal 
disease "alarming." El:e blamed 
parents for not teachlng and 
explaining proper morals to 
thelr chlldren. He contended: 
"Ottr teenagers don't know 
what Is right or what ls wrong, 
ot why." No doubt the parents 
have failed. What about the 
church? 

"Thanks to God" 
+ In a recently ended proxy 
fight that established history 
in Brltish Indus tr la l circles, 
Imperial Chemical Industries, 
Ltd., failed In its efforts to 
take over Courtaulds, Ltd. 
After the victory directors and 
employees of Courtaulds 
attended church services and 
gave "thanks to God" that 
their company had not been 
absorbed by Imperial Chemi­
cal Industries. It \Vas reported­
ly one of the strangest services 
in the Anglican church. 

Modem·day Pirates 
• Taking a page from the 
past, pirate ships have been 
swarming the Celebes Sea 
around the Philippines, Indo· 
nesla, and the British Crown 
Colony of North Borneo. Al­
though the British Navy pa­
trols the area, they have been 
unsuccessful in catching the 
thieves. The pirate ships look 
like other cargo boats, cruising 
und,er an innocent-looking sail. 
However, they are stocked with 
hidden guns and are equipped 
with powerful engines. When 
nearing an unsuspecting ship 
the sail is lowered and the 
pirates are alongside their 
victims In no time. 

Although pirating has oc· 
curred before in the area, it is 
reported that the recent rash 
of piracy has been the worst 
since the early eighteenth cen-
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tury. The sea robbers are 
known to be from a group of 
islands in the southwestern 
Philippines. Authorities believe 
that pirating is a profession 
among the people and that the 
boys serve an apprenticeship, 
just as do persons taking up 
other professions. 

Blindness a \Vorld Problem 
+ April 7 marked the .four­
teenth anniversary of the 
founding of the World Health 
Organization, which has se­
lected for its theme this year: 
"Preserve Sight; Prevent 
Blindness." Giving evidence to 
the extent of the problem of 
blindness is the estimate that 
some 10,000,000 of the earth's 
3,000,000,000 are blind. Some 
put the estimate as high as 
15,000,000, which would mean 
one out of every 200 persons 
Is blind. Blindness ls particu­
larly a problem In underdevel­
oped countries that have poor 
sanitary conditions. Much of 
Africa and the Middle East 
has a blindness rate six to ten 
times as high as North Ameri­
ca and Western Europe. In 
some villages of northern 
Ghana there is one blind per­
son for every ten inhabitants. 
India ls said to have about 
2,000,000 of the world's blind, 
about a third of whom are 
blind before they reach 21, 
most before they are five. In 
the United States the number 
of blind jumped from 230,000 
in 1940 to 356,000 by the middle 
of 1960. 

The Need of Love 
+ Dr. L. H. McDaniel of Tyron­
za, Arkansas, said In a speech 
recently that one truth has 
clearly emerged from his forty 
years of medical practice, and 
that is "the universal need of 
love." "Whether they think 
they do or not," he said, "all 
people, you, I, every human 
being wants love. Their spoken 
word may teli of other things, 
but the physician who tempers 

science with philosophy, thera· 
peutics with human under­
standing, snap diagnosis with 
rational conclusiom, must lis. 
ten to their unconscious voice 
as well." Love is "the cure, the 
treatment, the panacea" for 
the problems of old age, Mc­
Daniel said. It will cause old­
sters to "revive and blossom 
as a fading flower after a life. 
giving rain." 

Dental Trouble8 
+ The British Ministry of 
Health revealed recently that 
more than 40,000 school­
children a year are being fitted 
with false teeth under the 
National Health Service. In 
Scotland, fn 1961, about 5,000 
children were provided with 
false teeth, to compare with 
2,134 in 1954 and 3,006 in 1956. 
"Provision of dentures for 
children who have not yet left 
school is becoming common­
place," noted Dr. Harvey Flack 
in the Family Doctor, the 
British Medical Association 
magazine. 

Blind Drivers 
+ A survey ordered by Gover­
nor John Anderson of Kansas 
revealed that there were 128 
legally blind Kansans who 
were holding driver's licenses. 
A legally blind person is one 
totally blind or unable to see at 
20 feet what a person with 
normal vision can see at 200 
feet. 

Death from "Old Age" 
+ Early in February 11-year­
old Arthur Balidoy from 
Watsonville, California, died of 
old age. His skin had wrinkled, 
his features had wizened and 
he had developed other symp­
toms characteristic of old age. 
His aging condition was caused 
by a rare disease known as 
progeria, the cause and cure of 
which are unknown. Only 34 
cases have been reported in 
medical literature, with an 
additional one being recorded 
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in Scotland last December. The 
Balldoy boy was normal until 
he Was five years old. He is 
survived by three brothers and 
a sister who are described as 
perfectly normal. 

Public Preaching 
+ On March 13 Methodist 
Bishop Hazen G. Werner told 
a gathering of ministers at a 
one-day conference on "uncon· 
ventional evangelism" that, 
since people will not come to 
church, they must go to the 
people. According to the bishop, 
40 percent of the people do not 
attend any church and many 
have even forgotten the name 
of the church they stay away 
from. 

l; .s. Population Gain 
+ In the ten-year period from 
1950 to 1960 the United States 

population Increased by 28,000,· 
000, from 151,300,000 to 179,· 
300,000. This represented an 
18.5-percent gain. During that 
period there were three persons 
born for each one that died, 
40,900,000 births being record· 
ed, to compare with 15,600,000 
deaths. Approximately 2,700,-
000 more persons immigrated 
to the United States than left 
the country, bringing the total 
population increase for the ten· 
year period to 28,000,000. 

Cat Artist Killed 
*' On March 12 Topsy, En­
gland's first cat artist, was 
killed when she was struck by a 
car near her home in Hertford. 
Topsy would help her owner, 
Dr. George Cooper, produce 
abstract paintings by pushing 
a crayon with her paws. The 
question was raised as to 

whether her death would in­
crease the value of her pic­
tutes, some of Which have been 
shown on British and Canadian 
television. When a Montreal 
man was reported to have 
offered Cooper $1,000 for 
Topsy's first picture, he turned 
it down. He explained: "This Is 
the first cat picture ever paint­
ed in this country. It is the 
principle I am concerned about, 
not the price. I think it should 
stay in the cowitry." What 
next? 

Fatal Cockfight 
+ It ls reported that during a 
cockfight in Zamboanga in the 
southern Philippines the ref­
eree, Teofila Bation, 49, was 
killed when the enraged bird 
turned on him, knocked him 
down and attacked with its 
spurs as he lay on the ground. 

''BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS CAN BILL'' 

..... 
WATCH TOWER 

Does that quotation shock you? So common has 
the practice of blood transfusion become today 
that scarcely anyone questions its usefulness or 
its safety. But, did you know that many doctors 
have made admissions similar to the one quoted 
above? You will want to read the factual report 
Blood~ Medicine and the Law of God. Get an ad­
ditional copy for a friend. Send 4d (for Australia, 
5d; for South Africa, 3-lc). 3 copies for Sd (for 
Australia, lOd; for South Africa, 7c) . 

. ... . .................. . 
THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 

Please send me the revcal\ng booklet Blood, Medicine and the Law of God. For·-- copies 
I am enclosing .... ___ . (4d each [for Au5tralla, 5d; for South Africa. 3'f~c], 3 for 8d. [for 
Austral!a, 10d: for South Africa, 7cJ) 

Name 
Post 
Town ..... 

Street and Number 
or Route and Box _ 

Postal 
District No ........... County 
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these men are all 
knawn as 

JEHOVAH'S 
WITNESSES 

Their record is clearly written 
in the pages of the Bible. 

But did you know that they served 
as a pattern for us to follow? 

And did you know that the record 
of modern times 

points unmistakably 
to a group of dedicated servants of God 

who are fulfilling the divine purpose •oday? 
You can read it for yourself 
in the authenticated record 

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 
IN THE DIVINE PURPOSE 

Send only 7 /- (for Australia, 8/1 O; 
for South Africa, 70c) 

NOAH 
Hebrews 11,7, 12:1 

ABRAHAM 
Hebrews 11 :171 1211 

SAMSON 
Hebrews 11:321 1211 

JESUS 
Revelation 1 :!i 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 

Please send me the authenticated record JehlYVak'B Witnesses in the Divine Purpose. I am 
enclosing 7/- (for Australia, 8/10; for South Atrlca, 70c). 

Name . 
P~< 
Town. 

. . ..... ,. .... Street and Number 
or Route and Box . 

FOstal 
District No. . ....... County . 

In: AUSTRAL.IA address 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfield, N.S.W. CANADA: 150 Brldgeland Ave., Toronto 19, Ont. 
SOUTH AFRICA: Private Ba.g, Elandsfonteln, Transvaal. UNITED STATES: 117 Adams St., Brooklyn l, N. Y. 
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