


THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL 

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues ot our 
times must be unfettere.d by censorship and selfish interests. "Awake!" has no 
fetters. It recognizes facts, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by 
political ambitions or obligations; it is unhampered by advertisers whose toes 
must not be trodden on; it is unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal 
keeps itself free that it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. 
It maintains integrity to truth. 

"Awoke!" uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on them. 
Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations. From the four 
corners of the earth their uncensored, on-the-scenes reports come to you through 
these columns. This journal's viewpoint is not narrow, but is international. It is 
read in many notions, in many languages, by persons of all ages. Through its 
pages many fields of knowledge poss in review-government, commerce, religion, 
history, geography, science, social conditions, natural wonders-why, its cover­
age is as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens. 

"'Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes 
and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and 
strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting 
sure hope for the establishment of a righteous New World. 

Get acquainted with "Awoke!" Keep awake by reading "Awake!" ., __ , ___ ,._,,,, 
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high time to awake." 
-RornClll$ 13,11 

Volume XLll London, England, October B, 1961 Number 19 

MAN needs a divine stand­
ard for worship. Religi.on 

that is adhered to merely be­
cause it satisfies the inclina­
tions of the worshiper is not 
in reality service to God. It is 
true that for one who seeks in 
religion only personal emotion­
al satisfaction, such religion may 
be what he wants. But God tells 
man: " 'The thoughts of you peo­
ple are not my thoughts, nor are 
my ways your ways,' is the utter­
ance of Jehovah. 'For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so my ways are 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.'" (Isa. 55:8, 9) Thus 
the form of worship that is right in the 
eyes of God is determined, not merely by 
consulting one's own feelings, but by going 
to the Bible, the Word of God. Worship 
that conforms to that divine standard re­
sults in lasting blessings from God. 

It is not left up to men to judge the 
various religions according to their own 
standards. Jehovah God, in his Word the 
Bible, sets forth the divine standard; but 
those who accept it are under obligation 
as his witnesses to make it known to oth­
ers. While they are not themselves the 
ones who do the judging, failure on their 
part to proclaim God's Judgments would 
shotv lack of faith in God, who says to 
them: "You are my witnesses. "-Isa. 43: 10. 

But do not all religions teach the truth, 
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leading men to God in different 
ways? Jes us testified that he came 
into the \Vorld to bear witness 
to the truth and that everyone 
on the side of the truth listens 

to his voice. He did not say that 
whatever a person may happen to 
believe is the truth, that all reli­
gions have the truth. In prayer to 
his Father he identified the Source 
of all religious truth when he said: 
"Yottr word is truth." (John 18:37; 
17:17) VVhen others, professing to 

serve God, advocated beliefs that \Vere at 
variance \Vith the Word of Goct, Jesus did 
not reason that they \Vere all trying to 
serve God in their O\Vn \Vay. 'fo the con­
trary, he said: "You have made the word 
of God invalid because of your tradition," 
and he applied to them \Vhat God said 
through the prophet Isaiah: "It is in vain 
that they keep \vorshiping me, because 
they teach commands of men as doctrines." 
(Matt.15:6-9) Theirs \Vas not another \\'ay 
to the kingdom of God. 

Therefore, if you are going to practice 
the religion God approves, you must be 
willing to compare your beliefs \vith the 
Word of God and then conform to that 
divine standard for right worship. Do not 
conclude that there is no need to make 
such a test of your faith. Follow the \vise 
Scriptural counsel: "Keep testing \Vhether 
you are in the faith, keep proving what 
you yourselves are."-2 Cor. 13:5. 
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WHAT does church 
membership mean 

in your life? Is your 
church a place where you 
are instructed in the 
Word of God, where you 
are equipped to be a fol- "s:.~: ~"::.~d·· 

be exaggerating to say 
the majority of people 
in this Christian country 
have no idea of what 

·";"~ true Christianity really 
is. Where does the blame 
for such ignorance lie? 

lower of Jesus, obeying wEDNESllAY ~:\,,lij!iij I think it must lie with 
the clergy. Instead of his command: 'Go and oono P<oopl•) So<iol 

make disciples of people 1'1t10Av lh-'---+ 
....... ., 

teaching the faith, 
'·'·;: ~..... they offer teasy titbits 

of current affairs." 
of all the nations, teach­
ing them to observe all 
the things I have com­
manded you'? (Matt. 28: 
19, 20) Are the members of your church 
vigorous Christians, spiritually awake to 
their responsibilities and active in fulfilling 
them? Or is your religion the not-too­
controvcrsial type, the variety that is "so­
cially acceptable"? Is your church a place 
where you hear book reviews and dis­
courses on political issues, a place where 
you enjoy social activities such as church 
suppers and bazaars, perhaps even bowling 
and dancing? 

Comments from the Pulpit 
Before you give your own ans\ver, it 

should be of interest to you to know what 
those in the pulpits of the Protestant 
churches have to say about it. J. Arthur 
Lewis, speaking in an Australian Baptist 
Church, said: "We have watered do\vn the 
Gospel of Christ until we have made it 
seem that the chief end of religion is to 
make men amiable, easygoing, pussy­
footed and tolerant of everything. We have 
turned a revolutionary faith into a gentle 
ramble around the garden, weather per­
mitting." In a similar vein, the primate 
of the Anglican Church in Australia, Hugh 
Gough, declared: "I do not think it would 
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In Germany, Der 
Weg, an Evangelical 

paper, set out a similar plight: "We Chris­
tians are people who \vant to live in quiet­
ness and comfort, enshrouded in the fog 
and mist of beautiful religious words ... 
But there is nothing behind it all. No obe­
dience, no service and no following after." 

In view of this spiritually impoverished 
condition, some clergymen say that, from 
a religious standpoint, they cannot see 
why people want to be church members. 
As reported in the Winnipeg, Canada, 
Tribune, D. R. Keating, minister of the 
United Church, said this: "In the present 
condition of the churches I can't figure 
out why a person, especially a man, wants 
to become a member of the church. He 
must either have relegated religion to one 
of the dispensable trivialities of his Iife­
socialJy useful and personally harmless; or 
he has illusions about what he's getting 
into---maybe he's been reading the New 
Testament and assumes that's what he'll 
find in the churches .... I, for one, admit 
that I can't think of a church that I would 
bother crossing the street to enter if I 
were a layman ... The only reason I go 
to church is because I am a minister and 
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I wager that, if the truth were known, the 
same goes for all the clergy." 

That is what a good number of those in 
the Protestant pulpits think about the 
meaning of church membership. What 
about those who occupy the pews? 

Survey of Church Members 
Recently an extensive survey was made 

of Protestant families in America. The 
majority of those covered by this survey 
were consistent in their church attendance 
and active in the churches' programs. 
Said the Religious Herahl in commenting 
on the survey: "Ordinarily in such a 
group, we would expect to find basic 
Christian convictions and personal com­
mitment to the essential doctrines of the 
Christian faith. But those who conducted 
this survey found very few with a mature 
and articulate faith. The majority were 
'vague and confused about the church and 
it.s beliefs.' ... Some identified Christian 
faith with moralism, while others thought 
it was about the same as communion with 
nature. Some equated Christianity with 
'the American way of life.' Others thought 
tqat it is important to 'have faith' but that 
it does not matter much in what or in 
whom. . . . Some said they joined the 
church because they 'wanted a sense of 
belonging' or wanted to get their children 
into wholesome activities. Others believed 
the church to be a good thing for every 
community to have, like 'substantial 
banks, swim clubs, or a city dump.' " Yes, 
for the majority the church was an in­
stitution of character building and a cen­
ter for social activities, not primarily a 
center for worshiping God; yet member­
ship was sufficient to give them a sincere 
feeling of religiousness. 

Among some there was still found to be 
devotion to the underlying ideals of Prot-
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estantism, but this was rare. As reported 
in the book Families in the Church: A 
Protestant Survey (1961), not only were 
most church members vague and confused. 
about their faith, but they had abandoned 
the fundamental Protestant concept that 
the Reformation had eliminated the dis­
tinction between the priesthood and the 
laity because all were to participate in the 
Christian ministry. Yes, it was found that 
both pastors and church members had gen­
erally drifted back to the Roman Catholic 
unscriptural practice of clericalism, with 
a sharp division between clergy and laity. 
So it becomes evident that, not only are 
those members who fail to attend church 
members in name only, but even those who 
do atterid are largely Protestant in name 
only. 

Your Responsibility 
If that type of church membership does 

not appeal to you, then it is up to you to 
prove it. If you are not being taught the 
Word of God thoroughly enough so that 
you can obey Jesus' command to teach 
others, then it is up to you to start asso­
ciating with those who do make a thorough 
study of the Bible for that purpose. On 
the other hand, if you belong to a denomi­
nation where you are being instructed in 
the teachings of your church, you ought 
to be like the noble~minded Bereans, of 
whom the Bible says: "They received the 
word with the greatest eagerness of mind, 
carefully examining the Scriptures daily 
as to whether these things were so." (Acts 
17:11) Do not be indifferent about it; be 
eager of mind. Prove it by checking the 
teachings of your church against the Bi­
ble. If you find that you are being taught 
the traditions of men instead of the truths 
of God, have the courage to stand up for 
what you know is right and to associate 
with those who advocate it.-Col. 2:8. 
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HOW important is the Bible 
to you? Is it the standard 

by which you measure ideas as 
to their truthfulness? Is it the 
authority that you would accept above all 
others? Few today so highly esteem the 
Bible. By comparison with Jesus and the 
early apostles the majority of Protestant 
theologians and clergymen would be con­
sidered rejectors of the Bible. "It is the 
Christian church that has forgotten God 
and ... spawned a host of Bible rejectors," 
claimed the Baptist Watchman-Examiner. 

Theology Today, a highly regarded 
Protestant journal, in its January, 1957, 
issue, observed that ministers today fail 
to use the Bible and build up faith in it: 
"For a great many ministers, the Bible 
is not used as the main means of grace. 
In short, few congregations take the Bible 
seriously enough to help laymen to read it 
daily and meaningfully. Much of this fail. 
ure to use the Bible in Church life and 
work may be due to the minister's fear 
of being a Bible.toting proof.text.quoting 
evangelist." Is this the situation in your 
church? 

Why is there such a neglect of Bible 
teaching today? Do not ministers believe 
the Bible any longer? According to clergy. 
man Gordon Andersen: "\Vhen we believe 
in the whole Bible as God's Word \Ve have 
to do it \vithout the support from the 
'leading' theologians in Norway and from 
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intelligent theological professors in Den· 
mark." Giving further insight into how 
theologians and clergymen view the Bible, 
the foremost Protestant magazine in the 

United States, The 
Christian Century, of 
May 31, 1961, said: 
"Biblical concepts and 
statements cannot be 
taken literally as if 

they were pure history 
and science. They are 
symbols, and their mean· 

ing lies deeper. In these 
repudiations of biblical lit· 
eralism and claims to meta· 

physical [abstract, abstruse] knowledge 
nearly all schools of contemporary thought, 
religious and secular, concur." 

Not all of the Bible is historically true; 
much is abstract, needing to be interpreted 
by clergymen, who happen to have scores 
of various opinions-so the prevailing 
teaching of modern theology says. But 
where does this leave the average Prates· 
tant church member? He is confused. His 
faith in the Bible and in God are under· 
mined, and in bewilderment he may give 
up his search for truth, feeling that 'the 
Bible is an old fiddle upon which you can 
play any old tune. The Christian Century, 
in continuing, admitted this, saying: "The 
plain man is bewildered and does not know 
what to believe." Are there such bewildered 
persons, not knowing what to believe, in 
your church? 

The Evangelical Monthly, a German 
church publication, in March of this year 
spoke of the "great gulf between most of 
today's theology and the faith we find 
based upon the Bible." But it lamented: 
"The terrible thing is that many theolo· 
gians do not seem to realize that this gulf 
exists." It is no wonder, then, that the 
average church member thinks that the 
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beliefs and teachings of his minister are 
based upon the Bible and that they are 
the same as the teachings and beliefs of 
Jesus and his apostles. However, consider 
the evidence to the contrary. 

Clergy Reject Bible 
In 1929 Dr. George H. Betts published 

the results of a survey ascertaining the 
personal beliefs of ministers and theologi­
cal students. The ministers questioned in­
cluded 50 Baptists, 50 Congregationalists, 
30 Episcopalians, 49 Evangelicals, 104 Lu­
therans, 111 Methodists, 63 Presbyterians 
and 43 from 13 other denominations. To 
the question, "Do you believe that the Bi­
ble is wholly free from legend or myth?" 
55 percent of 500 ministers and 95 per­
cent of 200 theological students answered 
"No." The vast majority freely admitted 
that they did not believe all the Bible was 
true! When one considers that those theo­
logical students of some thirty years ago 
are today's ministers, one can appreciate 
that among the clergy faith in the Bible 
is indeed at low ebb. No wonder they rare­
ly quote it as an authority! 

It is therefore understandable that 
Protestant Episcopal bishop James A. Pike 
would speak of "the myth of the Garden 
of Eden," and contend: "I do not know a 
single member of the Anglican Commun­
ion-bishop, presbyter, deacon or layman 
-who believes this story literally." How 
different from Jesus and the apostles, who 
quoted the record of happenings in the 
garden of Eden as fact-authoritative! 
-Matt. 19:4-6; 1 Tim. 2:13, 14. 

Many churchgoers may feel that these 
opinions are held only by a few more radi­
cal ministers, and certainly not by their 
O\Vn. But if some of the world's most out­
standing ·theologians hold these views and 
they are regularly expressed in theological 
publications that your minister reads, is it 
not likely that they influence his thinking? 
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In the booklet Why Has Our Church 
Become Unreliable? (published in Ger­
many) the writings of one of these emi­
nent theologians, Rudolph Bultmann, were 
cited, with the comment: "Well known 
theology professors and their followers 
proclaim it to all willing to listen: 'Christ 
was not the Son of God, . . . he was not 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, but Joseph 
was his father. The baptism story is a 
legend, the words spoken at the Last Sup­
per were not spoken by Jesus, but are tak­
en from a Hellenistic celebration. The dis­
ciples made up the story of the resurrec­
tion,' " and so forth. Perhaps to ears 
unfamiliar to hearing what is taught in 
today's theological seminaries this may 
sound unbelievable. Yet this is the doctrine 
that prospective ministers of today study! 

Giving evidence of this fact, the same 
booklet reports that Protestant church 
president Pastor NiemOller of Germany 
said "that he would not pass anyone taking 
the examination who said he had not dealt 
with the Bultmann doctrine." What effect 
has this had on today's future ministers? 
"A show of hands for Professor Bultmann 
and his theology was recently made at the 
Hessen and Nassau State Synod. The re­
sults were appalling: Of 180 present, 172 
were for Bultmann and thereby against the 
truth of God's Word, and only 8 votes 
(one theologian and 7 lay members) were 
against Bultmann and thereby for the au­
thenticity of the Bible." Many Protestant 
church members \vould be utterly amazed 
to know ho\V little their clergy rely 011 the 
Bible as the basis for their teaching and 
as the standard for measuring what is 
right and \Vhat is wrong. 

You can check this for yourself. Call 
upon your minister; tell him that you have 
heard much comment about certain sec­
tions of the Bible being myth and legend. 
Tell him that this shocks you and that you 
want to make sure that he does not believe 
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such things. On another occasion have 
someone else in the congregation call upon 
him, someone who views matters different­
ly and who might tell the minister that he 
is glad it is finally being made public 
knowledge that much of the Bible is ac­
tually legend and myth. Try the same ap­
proach with the hell-fire doctrine, one per­
son strongly contending for the teaching 
of fiery torment and on another occasion 
someone wanting to make sure that he 
does not believe "that out-of-date doc­
trine." See if the minister will not try to 
please both of you, expressing the idea 
that \Ve cannot be sure about such things 
but that basically he agrees with your 
viewpoint.-2 Tim. 4: 3, 4. 

According to modern clergymen, what 
you believe is not so important; the im­
portant thing is simply to believe. But 
what about the Bible? What if the Bi­
ble says certain creeds and doctrines are 
false, what then? '0 that makes no dif­
ference,' they say; 'biblical concepts and 
statements cannot be taken literally. They 
are symbols, and their meaning lies deeper, 
so \vhat may be true to one person is false 
to another. It's all in the way you look at 
it.' Such clergy double-talk that is so prev­
alent today amounts to outright rejection 
of God's Word the Bible! How different 
their smooth-tongued ambiguity from the 
apostle's unequivocal statement: "All 
Scripture is inspired of God,'' and Jesus' 
plain testimony: "Your word is truth." 
-2 Tim. 3:16; John 17:17. 

The Bible Vindicated 
When learned Protestant theologians 

from every quarter challenge Jesus and 
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the apostles as to the reliability of the 
Scriptures, it is only natural for one to 
wonder who is right. Is there evidence for 
believing the Bible to be inspired by God 
and absolutely true? Yes, the evidence is 
overwhelming to anyone who will examine 
it with an unprejudiced mind. 

Consider Bible prophecy. It will readily 
be admitted that it is beyond man to con­
sistently foretell the future with accuracy. 
Yet hundreds of years before the appear­
ance of Jesus Christ the Scriptures record­
ed many details concerning him. He was 
to be born of the tribe of Judah in Bethle­
hem. (Gen. 49:10; Mic. 5:2) His mother 
was to be a virgin. (Isa. 7: 14; Matt. 1: 22, 
23) He was to enter Jerusalem seated on 
an ass, in the manner of kings. (Zech. 9: 
9; Matt. 21:4, 5) Yet he was to be despised 
and counted among transgressors. (Isa. 53: 
3, 12; Luke 22:63; 23:32, 35) Every one 
of these prophecies and, some have calcu­
lated, at least three hundred more were 
fulfilled in Jesus. How remarkably accu-
rate is the Bible! ' 

Why, then, do the clergy reject the Bi· 
ble, even when confronted with the mi­
raculous fulfillment of its prophecies? 
When new archaeological discoveries sup­
port the Bible's authenticity so that lead­
ing archaeologists marvel in awe at its 
accuracy even in the smallest details, why 
do the clergy still reject the Bible, failing 
to use it as their main instrument of teach­
ing? It is not because they can prove the 
Bible wrong, but it is because the Bible 
proves them to be wrong. The Bible does 
not support their beliefs, teachings or way 
of life and, being too proud to conform to 
the Bible, they reject it as the Word of 
God. 
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GOD is the one who "gives 
to all persons life and breath 
and all things." Man's very ex­
istence is dependent upon him, 
as the inspired psalmist de­
clared: "For with you is the 
source of life." Therefore, how 
vitally important it is to gain 
an accurate knowledge of God 
so as to have a proper concept 
of him!-Acts 17:25; Ps. 36:9. 

However, many persons 
may feel: 'Well, I know God, 
for, after all, there is only one 
God and that is the one we 
worship in church.' But ex­
amine this assumption. The 

Scriptures tell us that "there 
are many 'gods' and many 'lords,' " and 
that people often worship these false gods 
unknowingly. As an example, consider the 
circumstances in Jesus' day. At that time 
the Jews also claimed to worship only one 
God, the true God Jehovah. And yet Jesus 
showed that because of their religious tra­
ditions and false teachings, they were, in 
fact, not worshiping Jehovah. They had 
developed a wrong concept of God, and so 
in actuality, Jesus said, they were worship­
ing or serving the false god Satan the Dev­
il.-1 Car. 8:5; John 8:44. 

Since religious traditions and false 
teachings can cheat one in his desire to 
know and worship the true God, is it not 
of vital importance to our eternal welfare 
to examine our own concept of Him? Is 
our concept of God based on what the Bi­
ble says, or is it based merely on \vhat 
men say, on some religious creed or teach-
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ing? A great deal of confusion has resulted 
within Christendom because of failure to 
accept as true what the Bible says re­
garding God. This has left the average 
churchgoer bewildered, for, as the Prot­
estant journal The Christian Century ad­
mitted: "The theologian has said nothing 
about God that he can claim, in plain, or­
dinary language, is true, and that presents 
him as a Being worthy of worship." 

Trinity Concept of God 
Perhaps Christendom's most confusing 

concept of God is found in the trinity doc­
trine. "Of all of the beliefs of Christian 
faith, the most mysterious and the most 
mystifying to the ordinary Christian is 

the trinity," admitted Henry P. Van Du­
sen, president of Union Theological Sem­
inary. And yet, according to the Illus­
trated Religious Encyclopedia: "The trin­
ity is a fundamental rule of the Chris­
tian conception of God, yes, it constitutes 
the central doctrine of Christianity." In­
dicating the trinity's acceptance by Prot~ 
estantism, in 1952 222 religious organi­
zations in the United States replied to a 
questionnaire regarding their belief in the 
trinity, and 208 said that the trinity teach­
ing represented their concept of God. 

Just what is this trinity teaching? It is 
a concept of God as being three persons 
in one divine essence. This belief is ex­
pressed in essentially the same terms by 
many Protestant creeds and religious en­
cyclopedias. As stated in the popular West~ 
minster Confession of Faith: "In the unity 
of the Godhead there be three persons, of 
one substance, po\1/er and eternity: God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

9 



Ghost." The Augsburg Confession of 1530, 
which, according to Philip Schaff, formu­
larized the teaching of Protestantism, de­
scribed the trinity in these words: "There 
is one divine essence \vhich is called and 
is God, eternal . . . yet there are three 
persons of the same essence and power, 
who also are co-eternal, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost." 

Does this trinity doctrine represent your 
personal concept of God or the teaching 
of your church concerning God? If so, can 
you explain just how it is that three per­
sons can at the same time be one? Have 
you really thought this matter out? How 
do you conceive God when you pray to and 
think about him? Remember that as a 
Christian you are under obligation to be 
"always ready to make a defense before 
everyone that demands of you a reason for 
the hope in you."-1 Pet. 3:15. 

By using the Bible have you ever tried 
to prove to another person the trinity con­
cept of God? Did anyone show you from 
the Bible that God is three persons in 
one essence? Or do you accept the trinity 
just because it is taught by creeds of the 
church and your minister says it is so? 
"Look out," the apostle \.Varned, that some­
one does not "carry you off as his prey 
through the philosophy and empty decep­
tion according to the tradition of men," 
instead of using the Scriptures to guide 
you in the \Vorship of the true God.-Col. 
2:8. 

Clergymen and theologians themselves 
readily admit that the trinity is 'unex­
plainable,' that it is a 'mystery.' Many \Vill 
use a triangle or a trefoil, instead of the 
Bible, to try to show how something can 
be three, and still, at the same time, be 
one. Indicating the difficulty in harmoniz­
ing the trinity teaching with the Bible, a 
recent issue of the Lutheran HeraUl asked: 
"Have you ever tried to prove to such 
people that the Trinity is taught in the 
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Bible? If you have tried, you found it 
rather difficult, didn't You? In fact you felt 
you couldn't prove it to his satisfaction. 
Don't despair! The simple truth is that 
neither you, nor I nor the most learned 
Bible scholars can prove it." 

Just why cannot a person prove the so­
called "central doctrine of Christianity" 
by the Bible? Is not the trinity based on 
the Bible? You may be shocked to know 
that there is not one Scripture text that 
mentions the word trinity, much less de­
scribes or explains it. Protestant theolo­
gian Dr. N. Leroy Norquist told how the 
trinity doctrine was formulated: "The men 
who framed it designed it as a tool to be 
used against heretics. In fighting heresy, 
they experimented with \Vords, sharpened 
phrases, until th€y had defined the rela­
tion of the three 'persons' of the Trinity 
in such a way that they could finally say, 
'Unless you believe this you're not a true 
believer.'" Yes, the trinity is a teaching 
framed and designed by men, but not sup­
ported by God's Word. It is a false religious 
creed that confuses and deceives people, 
for while believing they are worshiping 
the true God, they are in fact serving the 
false god Satan the Devil. 

God as a Tormentor 
A fundamental teaching of the majority 

of Protestant religions is that the true God 
is a God of love, and yet at the same time 
they say he is a God that keeps alive and 
eternally torments the souls of the wicked 
in a subterranean place called hell. Of 206 
religious organizations in the United States 
questioned on this teaching, 171 said that 
they believed in eternal torment for the 
incorrigibly wicked. 

Does this teaching represent your con­
cept of God? Can you explain how love is 
shown by exposing persons to the excru­
ciating pains of fiery torment? On Janu~ 
ary 24 of this year a young woman Was 
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sentenced to a prison term for tormenting 
her stepchildren with fire. If you were 
the judge, would you have commended the 
woman for choosing such a loving type of 
punishment? Of course not! Well, then, 
how can one argue that it is an expression 
of love for God to torment humans eter~ 
nally? 

It is impossible for persons to have a 
proper concept of God if they believe he 
eternally torments the wicked. "God is 
love." (1 John 4:16) He will express his 
love for righteousness by annihilating the 
incorrigibly wicked, not by tormenting 
them forever. (Ps. 145:20) To be torment­
ed eternally one would have to live for­
ever, but God's Word assures that "the 
wages sin pays is death." (Rom. 6:23) In­
corrigible sinners will be punished with 
death and will not receive God's gift of 
life. Since they \\'ill not live forever, it is 
impossible for them to be tormented for­
ever. Those who conceive God as a tormen­
tor may believe in sincerity that-they are 
worshiping the true God, but they are ac­
tually being deceived into engaging in 
false worship. 

Christendom's Disbelief 
The teachings of Christendom regarding 

God are indeed confusing and contradic­
tory. Earlier this year Episcopal chaplain 
Michael P. Hamilton was moved to la­
ment: "Protestantism in this country 
fUnited States] manifests the greatest 
confusion since Babel." This condition has 
caused many persons to give up in their 
search for truth, for they reason: 'What is 
the use? Everyone has a different opinion 
anyway.' 

Indicating that many of the clergy no 
longer believe the confusing and contradic-

tory teachings of their own churches, Dr. 
George H. Betts' survey of the personal 
beliefs of ministers and theological stu­
dents revealed that 13 percent of 500 min­
isters and 35 percent of 200 theological 
students did not believe "that God is three 
distinct persons in one." And only 53 per­
cent of the ministers and 11 percent of 
the theological students said they believed 
"that hell exists as an actual place or lo­
cation.'' Episcopal bishop James A. Pike 
admitted concerning the trinity doctrine: 
"I see nothing in the Bible, as critically 
viewed, which supports this particularly 
weak and unintelligible philosophical or~ 
ganization of the nature of God." 

The religious creeds and teachings of 
men have not given a proper concept of 
God. They have turned millions, including 
many ministers, away from God in con­
fusion and disgust. To \vhat have they 
turned? Back to the Bible? No, for they 
have rejected the Bible as a divine guide. 
They have turned to agnosticism, the very 
brink of atheism. "For exam,ple," said 
Time magazine, "Paul Tillich, America's 
most eminent theologian, talks of God as 
'Being Itself' or 'Ultimate Reality.' " Epis­
copal bishop Pike acknowledged: "I have 
preached more and more in the past dec­
ade on the values of atheism and agnosti­
cism .... There has to be a large measure 
of agnosticism in true religion." These are 
not just isolated opinions but represent an 
ever-growing movement away from God. 

Christendom by her ridiculous, God­
dishonoring false creeds and teachings has 
misrepresented God, driving millions of 
persons away from him. So turn from 
Christendom. Turn to the Bible to gain a 
proper concept of God. 

There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, a rnan 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a corresponding ransoni for all. 

-1 Tim. 2:5. 
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IN THE minds of count­
less Protestants mystery 

shrouds the Devil and his works. Does 
he exist or not? In the early 1950's 250 
American sects (including Catholics and 
Jews) were asked if their church teaches 
the existence of a personal Devil. Of 181 
replies received, 159 said Yes; 22 said 
No. However, on an earlier question­
naire sent to 1,500 clergymen and theologi­
cal students to ascertain what they really 
believe, "all formal creeds aside," the re­
sults were different. Of the ministers who 
replied, 33 percent did not believe in a per­
sonal Devil and 7 percent were not sure. 
Denying Satan's existence were 19 percent 
of the Evangelical clergymen, 32 percent· 
of the Baptists, 33 percent of the Episco­
palians, 34 percent of the Presbyterians, 54 
percent of the Methodists and 73 percent 
of the Congregationalists. An additional 
10 to 11 percent of the Congregationalists, 
Evangelicals, Presbyterians and Method­
ists were not sure of the Devil's existence, 
while 21 percent of the Episcopalians were 
not sure. 

Early this year the Convocation of Can­
terbury (a gathering of bishops under the 
archbishop of Canterbury) suggested a 
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compromise between those 
who wanted to leave the Devil 
out of the proposed new Cate­
chism and those who wanted 
to keep him in. The Archbish­
op's commission originally 
recommended that the old· 
phrase, "I should renounce the 
Devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanity of this wick­
ed world and all the sinful 
lusts of the flesh," should be 
changed to "I would renounce 
all that is wrong and fight 
against evil." The Bishop of 
Birmingham, Dr. J. L. Wilson, 
hoped that they would dispose 
once and for all of the idea of 
a personal Devil interfering in 

people's lives. The Archdeacon of Aston, 
Dr. M. T. Dunlop, flatly denied the Devil's 
existence. However, when many letters 
protested the change, the commission felt 
obliged to leave the Devil in, whether they 
believed in him or not. 

Elsewhere in Protestantism the no-Devil 
trend proceeds. German theologian Rein­
hold Niebuhr does not accept the idea of 
a personal Devil. And The Encyclopedia 
Americana declares: "The modern tenden­
cy is to regard the personal Devil as a part 
of the mythology of early times when men 
conceived the world forces as endowed 
with personal form. This is due to the ad­
vance of medical and natural science, bet­
ter methods of historical criticism and 
modern philosophy." (Vol. 9, page 38, 1956 
Ed.) The Encyclopwdia Britannica alleges 
that "it may be confidently affirmed that 
belief in Satan is not now generally re­
garded as an essential article of the Chris­
tian faith, nor is it found to be an indis­
pensable element of Christian experience." 
However, it adds: "The possibility of the 
existence of evil spirits, organized under 
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one leader Satan to tempt man and oppose 
God, cannot be denied."-Vol. 7, page 284, 
1946 Ed. 

The advent of diabolical nuclear weap­
ons that could annihilate the human race 
has caused some to reconsider their dis­
missal of the Devil. Said Danish clergyman 
L. Brondum last November: "For many 
modern people the Devil is nothing but a 
figment of mind which cannot be acknowl­
edged in our enlightened age .... Now it 
is also a little hard for Christian humanists 
to ascribe to man himself all the demonism 
that has been carried on by men .... The 
fable monster with tail and horse's feet be­
longs to the imaginary world of the fairy 
tales; but the belief that wickedness is a 
wicked personal power behind human life 
is inextricably bound up with the speech 
of the Bible." 

Confused and perplexed, Protestantism 
is unable to come to any agreement on 
whether the Devil is a person or not. Vast 
numbers of Protestants cannot make the 
declaration of the early Christians: "We 
know we originate with God, but the whole 
world is lying in the power of the wicked 
one." (1 John 5: 19) Few see the need to fol­
low the inspired advice of the apostle Paul: 
"Put on the complete suit of armor from 
God that you may be able to stand firm 
against the machinations of the Devil; be­
cause we have a fight ... against the wick­
ed spirit forces in the heavenly places." 
-Eph. 6:11, 12. 

Loved or Hated? 
What has resulted from this doubt and 

denial of the Devil's existence? A com­
plete rejection of the Christian principle 
that God's kingdom is "no part of this 
world." Jesus clearly stated the principle 
to his followers: "If you were part of the 
world, the world would be fond of what 
is its own. Now because you are no part 
of the world, but I have chosen you out 
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of the world, on this account the world 
hates you." Is Protestantism hated by this 
world? Are Protestants "no part of the 
world," just as Jesus was "no part of the 
world"?-John 18:36; 15:19; 17:16. 

In place of the gospel of early Christi­
anity that announced the certain doom of 
this system of things, Protestantism takes 
up the "social gospel" and the "psychiatric 
gospel." When worldly political figures 
start their career, Protestantism is there 
to "christen" them. When they conduct a 
successful campaign for political office, 
Protestantism is there to help inaugurate 
them. When they die, Protestantism is 
there to bury them as "Christian soldiers." 
Said the former dean of St. Paul's, W. R. 
Inge: "A church which has gone into poli­
tics, on either side, is thenceforth good 
for nothing but to be cast out and trodden 
under foot of men ... examples show how 
ready the Devil is to capture the organi­
zations formed to defeat him. When he has 
succeeded, he never changes the labels." 

The early Christian church never did 
business \Vith Caesar's state, refusing to 
take part in Roman politics in any form. 
Contrast that with Protestantism's fatal 
course decried by Ronald Goetz in The 
Christian Century, November 2, 1960: 
"Protestantism's position on the relation 
of church and state is at odds with the 
New Testament understanding of that re­
lation .... The entire New Testament, 
without exception, sees this world as a 
broken, fallen order which cannot be lifted 
up entire but must be destroyed and then 
recreated-and this by the po\ver of God 
in the Last Days. It is not the task of a 
New Testament-conceived church to foster 
relative improvements in the structures of 
earthly authority, but to coexist in any 
given order, its members testifying that 
God intends to and is able to alleviate hum 
man misery and the merciless injustice of 
this world ... A theology based on the 
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promise of the Kingdom of God denies the 
possibility of the righteous significance of 
the orders of this world, not because they 
constitute order-New Testament theolo­
gy is in no sense anarchical-but because 
order has been corrupted by the destruc­
tive, satanic forces abroad in the world." 

Protestantism admits that it has failed 
to give a Christian witness. Instead of tell­
ing the world that the Son of God comes 
"to break up the works of the Devil,'' 
Protestantism infers that God has sent her 
to reform those works. (1 John 3:8) Ac­
cordingly, she has many fingers in them. 
Modern Protestantism tries to steer the 
ship of state, generating steam for the 
United Nations and sovereign nations 
arormd the world. As she once hailed the 
League of Nations as the political expres­
sion of God's kingdom on earth, so Protes­
tantism today hails the United Nations. 
By influencing politicians she thinks to 
bring about the kingdom of God. Her ex­
cuse for entering the political arena is that 
she intends to clean it up. Instead, her own 
garments are soiled. 

Spiritual Adultery 
Rather than being loved of God and hat­

ed by the world, Protestantism has come 
to love the \vorld and live under one roof 
with those hated by God. Warned the dis­
ciple James: "Adulteresses, do you not 
know that the friendship with the world 
is enmity with God? 'Whoever, therefore, 
wants to be a friend of the world is con­
stituting himself an enemy of God." (Jas. 
4:4)· Protestantism has forgotten that the 
worship "that is clean and undefiled from 
the standpoint of our God and Father is 
. . . to keep oneself without spot from 
the world." (Jas. 1:27) Devoted to fi-

14 

nance and prestige, Protestantism has be­
come wealthy, respectable-and sterile. 
The churches are neither the salt of the 
earth nor the light of the world. They 
have become, instead, reflectors of worldly 
lights, offering mtmdane sermons that pop­
ularize science, ethics, philosophy and poli­
tics, Protestantism has entered into a 
worldly marriage of convenience designed 
to preserve and perpetuate her own exist­
ence at the price of Christian neutrality. 
In short, Protestantism is in the world and 
of it. Her illicit union and failure to reflect 
pure Bible truth were admitted by one 
Protestant clergyman in this protest pub­
lished in the Oberliinder Sonntagsblatt, 
January 9, 1955: 

"God has entrusted the church with the 
gospel for the whole world. But what has 
the church not done with God's gospel? 
Suppression after suppression, fraud after 
fraud has been committed. Oftentimes 
stones instead of bread have been held out. 
... What miserable and pitiable bunglers 
and forgers we pastors often are when 
compared with the apostle Paul, who really 
was imbued by Christ and was a child of 
God! We can well understand those who 
have assumed a critical attitude toward 
the churCh, because its servants proved to 
be servants of men, of mammon and of the 
Devil, of political parties and groups rath­
er than servants of the gospel." 

What does the evidence show? Is Protes­
tantism a chaste bride of Christ or a spir­
itual adulteress with the world? Has she 
made herself God's friend or his enemy? 
By denying and doubting the Devil's role 
as ruler of this world and its works has 
Protestantism led you to God or has it led 
you into the Devil's camp, where you re­
main at the peril of your life? 

The facts speak for themselves. 
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FACED as he is with the prospects of 
nuclear destruction in a third world 

war, man is desperately in need of a sound 
hope. Which way can he turn for security? 
Do the Protestant churches have the an­
swer? What do they tell those who come 
to them in search of a sound basis for 
hope? 

Strongly Nationalistic 
When the problem with which they are 

confronted is one that must be faced in 
thi!> life, men are more inclined to look 
to men for an answer than to God. They 
do not feel that trust in God is a really 
practical solution for such threats as ag­
gression by a foreign power. Thus, as is 
well known to church members every­
where, during time of war or when war is 
threatening, sermons from the pulpits are 
strongly nationalistic. They urge the peo­
ple to stand back of their government, to 
fight for it and even to die for it. It is 
not merely a matter of 'paying back Cae­
sar's things to Caesar, and God's things 
to God,' because in times of emergency 
everything is pledged to the State on the 
assumption that this is the will of God. 
-Mark12:17. 

As pointedly stated in the book Preach­
ers Present Arm.s: "A consideration of the 
part taken by the clergymen .and the 
churches in our leading wars shows that 
the government has been able to depend 
consistently upon organized religion for 
support .... The churches were consistent 
in the record of supporting all popular 
wars and proved, what had long been sus-
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pected, that Christianity has been becom­
ing increasingly nationalistic." 

So it was that in 1933 the Protestant 
religions of Germany unitedly pledged un­
qualified support to the National Social­
istic Germany of Adolf Hitler. That year 
vice-president Hahn of the Hannover State 
Church Conference declared: "Hitler, we 
of the Church with the strength imbued 
by faith support you and your office." And 
as late as 1941, long after World War II 
was under way, the Protestant Evangelical 
Church in Mainz, Germany, thanked God 
for having given the people an Adolf Hit­
ler. The Evangelical Church paper pledged 
faithfulness to the Fiihrer, saying that 
what they were doing was "a service to 
God." 

In the churches of the Allied nations the 
picture was not much different. Prayers 
were offered to God, thanking him for the 
political and military leaders who were 
guiding the affairs of the Allied nations. 
Men were encouraged to fight the enemy 
-even if they were fellow Baptists, Lu­
therans, Presbyterians, or of some other 
faith. On both sides God was petitioned 
for victory, and on both sides service to 
the State was viewed as synonymous with 
service to God. The hope to which the 
churches pointed their people was con­
trolled by their nationality and political 
allegiance. 

Now as the danger of war again be­
comes great the churches are once more 
called on to speak out. And what do they 
recommend? Presbyterian minister Gor­
don Maclean w-ged the building of more 
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atomic and hydrogen bombs. "We can only 
be secure if we have superior weapons," 
be said. "The hydrogen and the atomic 
bomb are unfortunately the superior weap­
ons today." Of coW'se, not everyone agrees 
with him; the prospects are too terrible. 
But are even those who oppose the use of 
nuclear weapons any les:; nationalistic in 
the hope they advocate? Usually not. 

Since the clergy of Christendom claim 
to speak to t11e people in the name of God, 
we ask, Does the Word of God urge us to 
put confidence in the political nations and 
their military might? The answer is No! 
In fact, it was only when the people of 
ancient Israel turned apostate that they 
began to put their confidence in the mili­
tary power of the nations around them. 
They turned to Egypt, with its horses and 
war chariots, for security, but in so doing 
they showed their lack of faith in God. 
Isaiah, a faithful prophet of God, reproved 
them, saying: "Woe to those going down 
to Egypt for assistance, those who rely on 
mere horses,. and who put their trust in 
war chariots, because they are numerous 
... The Egyptians, though, are earthling 
men, and not God; and their horses are 
flesh, and not spirit." (Isa. 31:1, 3) It is 
clear that religious leaders \Vho teach 
their people to trust in the nations and 
their arsenals have not been sent by God. 

The United Nations 
Of course, when international peace or­

ganizations came into the limelight, the 
churches felt that it was their duty to take 
an active part in international affairs. Dr. 
Doniver Lund, an active Lutheran and a 
professor of history, writes of their suc­
cesses. The churches, he says, "went from 
one cure-all to another: the League of Na­
tions; disarmament; the Pact of Paris; 
control of the munitions makers; and leg­
islated neutrality. The churches for the 
most part followed along with this effort 
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to reduce the complexities of world politics 
to something simple and manageable, only 
to meet with the frustration that all en­
countered." Protestant efforts at peace­
making proved futile. The League, which 
they supported, failed. Nations went to 
war. 

Apparently the Protestant churches 
learned nothing from their sad experience 
With the League, because they were soon 
back at it, supporting the League's suc­
cessor, the United Nations. In 1948 the 
Amsterdam Assembly of the World Coun­
cil of Churches declared that the United 
Nations "deserves the support of Chris­
tians." In 1953 the Fourth National Study 
Conference of the Churches at Cleveland, 
Ohio, made a similar plea. Various clergy­
men rallied to the side of the United Na­
tions, stating that it alone had the 'key 
to peace.' One Australian minister went so 
far as to say that world peace rested, not 
with world government Or With the Chris­
tian churches, but with the United Na­
tions. Last year the Baptist World Alli­
ance, meeting in Brazil, issued a statement 
that called on all Baptists to "recognize 
the importance of the United Nations 
Organization, and endeavor to support its 
efforts in examining and solving the com­
plex problems of the world." Other Prot­
estant authorities have referred to the 
United Nations as "mankind's best hope 
for peace." 

Thus it becomes evident that the Prot­
estant clergy have nothing to offer that 
the political leaders have not already ad­
vocated. Let the rulers call for war, and 
the clergy preach war. Let them advocate 
an international organization for the at­
tainment of peace, and the clergy .jump 
on tlie band wagon_ They have become 
parrots of political propaganda. The hope 
they have set before mankind is not from 
God. God does not tell mankind to rest its 
hope in the political organizations of men. 
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He says: "Do not put your trust in nobles, 
nor in the son of earthling man, to whom 
no salvation belongs. His spirit goes out, 
he goes back to his ground; in that day 
his thoughts do perish. Happy is the one 
who has the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in Jehovah his God, the 
Maker of heaven and earth."-Ps. 146: 
3-6. 

Instead of advocating any government 
of men Or any international political or­
ganization for the betterment of mankind, 
Jesus Christ urged people to hope in the 
kingdom of God. That kingdom is a gov­
ernment with a king and laws and subjects 
-not a government set up by men on 
earth and then blessed by God, but one set 
up by God in heaven and extending its 
rule to mankind. It is for this that Jesus 
taught his followers to pray: "Let your 
kingdom come. Let your will take place, 
as in heaven, also upon earth." God's king­
dom under Christ is the hope for man­
kind.-Matt. 6:9, 10; Dan. 2:44; 7:13, 14. 

Hope in an Immortal Soul 
In connection with the hope for future 

life, however, Protestant theology does 
delve into a field that is not related to the 
political interests of the world. Most Prot­
estants have Jong been taught, and many 
sincerely believe, that regardless of what 
happens here on earth, there is the hope 
of a better life after death, attainable be­
cause man has an immortal soul. For 
example, Howard Conn, minister of the 
Plymouth Congregational Church, Minne­
apolis, Minnesota, stated: "What the world 
calls death is but the transition of this vi­
tal core from one area to another. Exist­
ence in the physical realm comes to an end; 
the soul goes on to new experiences." 

Amazing as it may seem, the doctr\ne 
of inherent immortality of the human soul 

OCTOBER 8, 1961 

is not taught in the Bible. Jamieson, Faus­
set and Bro\vn's Commentary on the Old 
and New Testarnents states, in comment­
ing on 1Corinthians15:53: "Nowhere is 
the immortality of the soul, distinct from 
the body, taught; a notion which may er­
roneously have been derived from heathen 
philosophers." Pinpointing the pagan ori­
gin of the doctrine, Bunsen's Egypt in Uni­
versal History, Vol. 4, p. 639, says: "The 
Egyptians were the first who taught the 
doctrine of the immortality of the soul~ 
a fact mentioned by all Greek writers 
from Herodotus to Aristotle, and confirmed 
by the monuments." Such a hope that has 
no foundation in the truth of God's Word 
can lead only to disappointment. 

What the Bible does teach is that, due 
to the sin of the first man Adam, all are 
born in sin, and all therefore die. It is not 
merely the physical body that dies while 
the "soul" lives on. Not at all. As stated 
at Ezekiel 18:4: "The soul that is sinning 
-it itself will die." The only hope for 
future life lies in a resurrection from the 
dead by the po\ver of God. (Acts 24:15) 
How foolish it would be for us to put our 
confidence in the pagan philosophies of 
mert and so incur the disfavor of God, upon 
whom our hope for future life depends! 

Yes, the facts sho\v that by urging man­
kind to look to men tar '*<!.U\'i..ty i..n thi..£. 
life and by teaching for doctrines the tra­
ditions of men concerning the hereafter, 
the Protestant churches have not given 
mankind a sound basis for hope now or 
for the future. Aside from God there is no 
real. lasting hope. Only those who accept 
that fact, and reject the theories and 
teachings that are not in harmony \Vith it, 
will enjoy the everlasting blessings of God. 
As the psalmist declared: "Hope in Jeho­
vah; be courageou-s and let your heart be 
strong. Yes, hope in Jehovah."-Ps. 27:14. 
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PROTESTANTISM began on 
the European continent 

with a handful of energetic men 
in the sixteenth century. It 
grew by leaps and boWlds until 
today its estimated membership 
is 212,950,571 world-wide. 

In the United States, during 
the last century, Protestantism 
bas enjoyed a boom. About 35 percent 
of the country's population, or some 
63,000,000, attend Protestant churches. 
Gifts to its churches are expected to ex­
ceed $3,000,000,000 in 1961. Mass building 
and expansion programs are under way. 
The circulation figures of Protestant books 
and periodicals are also very impressive. 
In fact, Protestantism appears solidly es­
tablished-triumphant! 

Yet Protestantism today is facing a se­
rious world crisis. Speaking of Protestant­
ism in the United States, Bishop James 
A. Pike of the Episcopal diocese of Cali­
fornia declared: "An evaluation of all the 
evidence would demonstrate, not only that 
a decline has set in, but that the upsurge 
[of Protestantism] itself was without sub­
stance. Even statistically, we are now los­
ing, not gaining, ground." 

Outside the United States the picture is 
even worse. In the Baltic Commrmist coun­
tries Protestant churches have not sur­
vived, because they have not deeply affect­
ed the lives of their members. In Europe 
the spread of communism has rocked the 
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Protestant churches so severely that they 
are described as 'helpless and in despair.' 

"The most strikina: 
fact about Protestant 

churches in Eng­
land today," Paul 
Hutchinson, au­
thor of the book 
The New Ordeal 
of Christianity, 
says, "is the emp­
tiness of most of 
them .... The sit-
uation is even 

more dismal, if that is 
possible, in Scotland 
than in England," he 
declares. "And in 

Scandinavia it is appalling." 
Protestantism in Communist 

China is said to be at an end, in India it 
is struggling for survival and in Japan 
"the door of opportunity has swung shut." 
Protestantism obviously is in a bad way, 
but the crisis is more than one of numbers. 

"Pussyfooting" Preachers 
The crisis in Protestantism is one of 

doctrines, real duties and dynamic leader­
ship. Protestant leaders themselves tell us 
that modern Protestantism is plagued with 
"pussyfooting" preachers who are passing 
up the truths of the Bible that can change 
the lives of men in favor of "sugar-coated 
tidbits culled from the pages of a best­
seller." Protestant church services are de­
scribed as "dreary, mushy and loquacious." 
Parish magazines are called "without ex­
ception the dreariest literary productions 
of the day." Protestantism itself is spoken 
of as having "degenerated into sentimen­
tality." It is said that "church member­
ship is becoming more a badge of social 
respectability than a sign of religious be~ 
lief," that "Protestant churches are be­
coming simply respectfully tolerated in-
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stitutions in which the traditional rituals 
of social good form are conducted ... but 
from which neither great light nor great 
leading is expected." 

When members were asked why they no 
longer a~tended church, they replied: "My 
minister has no time for me." "I do not 
hear the true \Vord there, but politics." 
Others said they "cannot see God be­
cause a cl1urch has been built in the way, 
obscuring the view, and inside the church 
there are cob\vebs of many centuries, 
which well-nigh hide the central figure of 
our faith, Jesus Christ." 

From almost everywhere come the same 
complaints about Protestantism: lack of 
leadership, lack of knowledge, failure to 
have a deep effect on the lives of its mem­
bers. A report from England states: "The 
laity complain of a lack of creative leader­
ship among all ranks of the clergy. The 
spiritual resources of the \Vorshipping com­
munity are at a low ebb"; they "are only 
half-converted"; "the ignorance of the Bi­
ble today, not only in the ranks of the 
laity but also amongst many of the clergy 
(and particularly the younger clergy) is 
really horrifying." Protestants of Canada 
heard J. D. Skeene of the Presbyterian 
Church say: "All we have at the moment 
is lack of vision, lack of leadership and 
stubborn congregationalism.'' 

In America and Germany conditions are 
much the same. A newspaper report says: 
"Religious illiteracy abounds in the pe\vs." 
Explained one clergyman: The goal now is 
"to convert all 'church members' into 
Christians." Dr. Walter Van Kirk, of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States, stated that "many 
pastors ... are themselves lost in a wil­
derness of confusion and self-pity." How, 
then, can they set a reliable Christian ex­
ample for their congregations to follow? 
Lutheran bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, 
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Germany, said: "The language of the theo­
logians seems to have become so artificial, 
so self-centered and so remote from real 
life that one can only dream of the times 
when theology took the lead." 

So instead of there being a vigorous 
witness for Christianity, Protestantism's 
trwnpets sound muffled and uncertain. In 
fact, there is talk that Protestantism is 
"slipping" and that America is in "a post­
Protestant era." This is true of Protestant­
ism not only in America but throughout 
the world, because Protestantism has 
failed to make its members any different 
from the rest of the world. 

Effects of "Sugar-coated Religion" 
What, then, can the effect on society be 

of a religion that is admittedly "sugar­
coated," devoid of content, largely com­
placent and irrelevant? Unavoidably, there 
is a great loss of faith and morals. Au­
thor Russell Kirk says some Protestants 
told him that the average American "now 
tends to tolerate God, rather than to fear 
him. As a coed remarked, 'Yes, I believe 
in God, but I'm.not nuts about him.' Amer­
icans think that religion is a Good Thing 
-good, at least, for the children, and for 
uplift on Sunday morning. But their old 
confidence in Protestant-or Catholic; or 
Jewish-doctrine as the source of wisdom 
and a guide to conduct has diminished." 
A report from Canada stated: "341 per­
cent of teen-age church members eventual­
ly abandon worship habits." And J. A. 
Ross, dean of St. Andrew's Hall at the 
University of British Columbia, said: Most 
Canadian university students regard reli­
gion as an "un\varrantcd, parasitic, cul­
tural hangover.'' He declared: The stu­
dents "look upon the church as an aged 
relative having some vague claim upon 
them but mostly as a nuisance.'' 

On the European continent the reaction 
is similar. Hutchinson tells about the as-
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tonishment of an editor of a leading news­
paper in Stockholm when he learned that 
a study was being made of church condi­
tions in Sweden. "But why?" he asked. 
"The church is simply a venerable old 
monument in Sweden. We support it for 
historical and sentimental reasons. But it 
no longer plays an important part in Swed­
ish life." Germany's Bishop Lilje comment­
ed: "The scenery for Christianity has 
changed in our time ... We do live, for 
all practical purposes, in a non-Christian 
world .... There is just no more room for 
the concept of God and, therefore, none 
for the Christian faith." Such are the 
fruits of a "sugar-coated" Protestantism. 

What Moral and Spiritual Effects'! 
A vital Christianity exhibits a moral 

force and demonstrates a high standard 
of ethical integrity, but does Protestant­
ism? A report received by the General As­
sembly of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the United States said: "The so-called 
'return to religion' in American life has 
produced 'no corresponding moral fruit­
age.' " During 1959 church membership 
increased 2.4 percent; that same year 
crime in the United States also reached 
an all-time high. Nashville, Tennessee, the 
so-called center of Protestantism in .Amer­
ica with some 250 churches and nearly all 
of them Protestant, ranks seventh among 
United States cities in its crime rate. 
-Fortune, February, 1961. 

Despite all the churchgoing, it is evi­
dent that delinquency, narcotic addiction, 
alcoholism, homosexuality, marital infidel­
ities, "white-collar" theft and graft, cheat­
ing and opportunism, are all on the in­
crease, and these practices are rampant 
among churchgoers as well as others. "It 
is almost as if shallow religiosity and spir­
itual decadence were warp and woof of a 
cultural pattern," writes Kirk. Protestant­
ism has not proved to be the means by 
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which men's minds are made over in har­
mony with the will of God. 

The power of Protestantism's spiritual­
ity is being tested in its struggle against 
Communism. But instead of overcoming 
the materialistic philosophY of Commu­
nism, it is gradually being overcome by it. 
"Some of the advance of the atheists is 
due to the church-to its clergy and its 
most responsible members," said Bishop 
Pike. Another Protestant spokesman, Josef 
Hromadka of Prague, declared: "I know 
that it is we, we Christians alone, who are 
responsible for Communism. . . . Remem­
ber that the Communists once were Chris­
tians. If they do not believe in a just God, 
whose fault is it?" 

The extent of this tragedy can be 
seen in the exchange between Communist 
Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia and George 
Goth, minister of the Metropolitan United 
Church, London, Ontario. Tito referred to 
Christianity as outdated and superstitious. 
"But Mr. Tito," Goth exclaimed, "you've 
never really seen vital Christianity at 
work." "Maybe," Tito replied, "but where 
do you think I could go to see it?" "That's 
a good question," the minister said. "I 
don't know where you could go to see it." 
After over 1,600 years of Catholicism and 
over 400 years of Protestantism, Goth 
was unable to point to a single example in 
Christendom in support of Christianity. 
What a pity! Yet such are the effects of 
false religion upon the lives of men. 

Now that you know the serious plight 
of Protestantism and its moral, ethical and 
spiritual ineffectiveness, what can you do? 
What should you do? Do the sane thing. 
Do what Paul, Peter and the other apos­
tles did when they found their traditional 
religions impotent, ineffective. They left 
them to associate themselves with a reli­
gion that was vital, vigorous and alive, 
bringing forth the fruits of the Kingdom. 
-Matt. 7:17-20. 

A WAKE! 



" n 
"FORGIVE, 0 Lord, the hy-

pocrisy of thy Church in 
attempting to reconcile the world 
when its own life is sundered 
apart by bickering and bigotry." 
That Protestant prayer used by 
the Methodist Church 
in Australia is one of 
many confessions of 
guilt coming from the 
lips of international 
Protestantism. Here 
are others: "Disunity 
among Christians is a 
contradiction of the 
gospel." "How can we 
rid Christianity of this shame?" (Ger­
m.any) "Our divisions make a mockery of 
our mission." (Australia) "There are more 
religious groups [here] than any place 
else. More than 1,500 have been counted." 
(South Africa) "A terrible judgment 
against us." (England*) "The Protestant 
Reformation triggered a chain reaction of 
Christian fission ... ; in 1900 the U.S. had 
no fewer than 250 different kinds of Chris­
tianity." "Disunity in the name of Christ 
is a scandal and a shame." (America) "A 
betrayal, a real sin." (Canada) 

New Reformation? 
After four centuries of splintering it is 

thought that a new Reformation is getting 
under way, reversing the trend of division. 
In the last fifty years forty united church­
es have formed. fu America there have 
been sixteen major Lutheran unions since 
~820. Three merged in 1960 and four oth­
ers hope to unite in 1962. In 1947 the 

• More than 110 different denomlnat!ons. 
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Church of South India emerged by 
uniting Anglicans, Methodists and 
Congregationalists and one of the 
Continental missions. Last Decem­
ber a proposal was made to merge 
the United Presbyterian Church in 

the U.S.A., the Method­
ist Church, the Protes­
tant Episcopal Church 
and the United Church 
of Christ. "Conversa­
tions" with similar ob­
jectives are under way 
among various denomi­
nations in Canada, Eng­
land, Ceylon, North In­

dia, Australia and elsewhere. 
To survive the present \\'orld crisis 

Protestantism even puts out feelers to­
ward Rome for some kind of united front 
against the common enemy, particularly 
world Communism. In acknowledging dis­
membered Protestantism as "separated 
brethren," Rome confesses joint tenancy in 
a horribly divided house. 

Finger of God? 
Is God's holy spirit directing the new 

trend? Hardly. Not holy spirit but fear is 
the motive--fear of Communism, fear of 
materialism, fear of an expanding Roman 
Catholic organization and fear of losing 
members to other groups. The expense of 
maintaining separate facilities and the 
wish for a powerful united voice are con­
tributing motives. 

But there are other fears that stand in 
the way of the ecumenical reformation. 
Many Protestants fear a Protestant Vati-
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can or a super-church heavy with admin­
istrative machinery. The proposal to merge 
Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopal and the 
United Church of Christ in America (ex­
pected to take ten years) has been criti­
cized as "not of the holy way of faith and 
truth but of ecclesiastical organization and 
political management." Fear of giving up 
cherished traditions and doctrines is a 
formidable barrier to unity. Ordination of 
ministers, infant baptism, congregational 
autonomy, policy on divorce and liquor, 
racial apartheid, membership in the Na­
tional Council of Churches and the re­
luctance to have bishops are among the 
bones of contention that divide Protes­
tants. Further stumbling blocks are "per­
sonality clashes, sociological differences 
and power politics." For these and other 
reasons it is admitted that "unification 
will be the most difficult task of the cen­
tury." And one observer declares: "We 
may even be morally sure that new di­
visions of which we do not yet dream will 
arise and rend the church of Christ." 

Obsessed with the fear that it must 
unite or perish, world Protestantism talks 
of unity in contradictory terms that bor­
der on the ridiculous: "The ecclesiastical 
stream of history must come together 
again somehow, but the differences must 
not be submerged." "What we seek is an 
affectionate family of churches-a spirit 
of togetherness . . . In that togetherness 
we aim for variety in unity, and unity in 
variety, \vi th the one supreme hope of an­
S\vering the prayer of Jesus that we might 
all be one, as He and the Father are one." 
Other Protestant leaders reject this so­
called "unity in diversity." The president 
of Princeton Theological Seminary called 
for action in the quest for visible, corpo­
rate unity. "We are not speaking of any 
superficial level of fellowship," he says. 
"We are not dealing in bargains in broth­
erhood, and time is no longer on our side." 
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The "Narrow Gate" 
Is it reasonable to believe that God is 

waiting on Protestantism to decide what 
kind of unity it wants and can negotiate 
before answering Jesus' prayer "that they 
may all be one"? (John 17:21) That prayer 
\Vas answered in Jesus' day and during 
the years immediately following when the 
apostle Paul could write: "One body there 
is, and one spirit, . . . one hope ... one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father." (Eph. 4:4-6) The visible, organic 
unity of the early Christian congregation 
depended upon strict adherence to Jesus' 
instruction: "If you remain in my word, 
you are really my disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free." (John 8:31, 32) When praying that 
his disciples and those who put faith in 
him through their preaching "may all be 
one," Jesus first asked Jehovah God to 
"sanctify them by means of the truth; 
your word is truth." (John 17:17) Not all 
who profess to be Christians remain in His 
word and receive this sanctification. Rath­
er, as Jesus said: "Go in through the nar­
row gate; because broad and spacious is 
the road leading off into destruction, and 
many are the ones going in through it; 
whereas narrow is the gate and cramped 
the road leading off into life, and few are 
the ones finding it."-Matt. 7:13, 14. 

Accordingly, true Christians in 181 lands 
are coming out of Christendom's temples 
anll finding joy and unity through careful 
study of God's Word. As a New World 
society of international Christians they 
unite.dly hail Jehovah's kingdom. That 
righteous kingdom will soon execute judg­
ment against Christendom's divided house 
on whose shaky wall the handwriting ap­
pears: "If a house becomes divided against 
itself, that house will not be able to stand." 
-Mark3:25. 
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PROTESTANTISM fears for her fu­
ture. Ripped by discord, plagued 

by spiritual apathy and challenged 
by the rising tide of communism, 
she seeks strength through merg­
ers and unification. Will such 
efforts make her future secure? 
That depends, not upon men, 
but upon God. What the future 
holds for Protestantism de­
pends on ho\\' she stands 
with God. 

Has Protestantism 
earned a favorable standing with God by 
proving her devotion to him and his Word? 
Has she produced the fine fruits of God's 
spirit, such as love, joy, peace and long­
suffering, reflecting these God-like quali­
ties to all in the world? Or has her prod­
uce been rotten, proving her to be a bad 
tree? "Do not be misled," warned the 
apostle. "God is not one to be mocked. For 
v,:hatever a man is sowing, this he will also 
reap."-Gal. 6:7; Matt. 7:17. 

The fruitage produced by Protestantism 
stands as a testimony against her, prov­
ing that she has not practiced the Chris­
tianity taught by Jes us Christ. On every 
hand there is evidence of her spiritual 
adultery, hypocrisy, misrepresentation of 
God, rejection of the Bible, fighting, divi­
sions and immorality. This is what she 
has reaped from the bad seed she has sown. 
However, she \Vill reap yet more. The 
prophet Hosea showed this in these words 
to Christendom's prototype, the religious 
nation of Israel: "For it is wind that they 
keep sowing, and a stormwind is what 
they will reap." (Hos. 8:7) Yes, Protes­
tantism will reap the stormwind of God's 

OCTOBER 8, 1961 

wrath, along with 
the rest of Chris­
tendom, at the fast-approaching "war of 
the great day of God the Almighty," gen­
erally called by the name of the batf:lefield 
in the Bible, Armagcddon.-Rev. 16:14-16. 

Destruction Prefigured 
Christendom is looked on by many in 

this \vorld as representing God, just as Je­
rusalem of old was the place with which 
God's name was associated. And just as 
the Je\vs at that time profaned God's name 
among the nations by their wickedness, so 
Cl1ristendom today bears great responsibil­
ity for the fact that God's name is a stench 
in the nostrils of millions of persons. There­
fore what God caused to come upon Jeru­
salem as punishment for her unfaithful­
ness is a picture of the destruction he will 
soon bring upon Christendom, including 
the Protestant religious organizations. 

Many Jews did not believe that God 
would bring such a destruction against his 
own people and city. Was not this the 
place where his temple was? Were not the 
priests serving in his temple? Yes. But 
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they were not practicing true worship 
based on what God said in his Word. 
"Look! They have rejected the very word 
of Jehovah," said Jeremiah. (Jer. 8:9) 
Therefore, he warned them: "Do not put 
your trust in fallacious words, saying, 'The 
temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, 
the temple of Jehovah they are!' 'Here you 
are putting your trust in fallacious words 
-it will certainly be of no benefit at all. 
Can there be stealing, murdering and com­
mitting adultery and swearing falsely ... 
and must you say, "We shall certainly be 
delivered," in the face of doing all these 
detestable things? Has this house upon 
which my name has been called become a 
mere cave of robbers in your eyes? Here 
I myself also have seen it,' is the utterance 
of Jehovah. 'And I will throw you out 
from before my face.' "--Jer. 7:4, 8-11, 15. 

Faithful to his promise, Jehovah did 
thro\v out those apostates who had re­
jected his Word. In 607 B.C. the Babyloni­
ans invaded the land, destroyed Jerusalem, 
and emptied the land of inhabitants. Those 
Jews had deluded themselves by thinking 
that Jehovah \vould not destroy their city. 
However, their religious temple and their 
sanctimonious display of worship did not 
save them. 

Likewise, today, Christendom may be­
lieve that she will escape "at the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus from heaven ... as he 
brings vengeance upon those who do not 
kno\v God and those who do not obey 
the good news." However, she also will 
be caught by God's chief executioner Je­
sus Christ and "will undergo the judicial 
punishment of everlasting destruction." 
(2 Thess. 1:7-9) God promises that at the 
revealing of his righteous judgment he 
will "render to each one according to his 
works." (Rom. 2:6) At that time Protes­
tantism will reap what she has sown. The 
record proves that Protestantism's works 
have not honored God and praised his 
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name. She has manifested only "a form of 
godly devotion." The righteous God, Jeho­
vah, is not deceived. He sees through her 
hypocrisy. Therefore, he will reward her 
with everlasting destruction.-2 Tim. 3: 5. 

Since Protestantism stands disapproved 
by God, reserved for destruction at his 
war of Armageddon, all persons who de­
sire to gain a favorable standing with him 
must flee from her. Christendom, includ­
ing Protestantism, is a part of Satan's 
Babylonish organization and God's com­
mand to all who would escape when she 
is destroyed is: "Get out of her, my pea-· 
ple, if you do not want to share with her 
in her sins, and if you do not want to re­
ceive part of her plagues." (Rev. 18:4) 
The future holds a terrible destruction for 
Christendom, just as Jerusalem of old ex­
perienced, but that need not be your fu. 
ture. By turning to Jehovah, by learning 
of his will for you and then faithfully do­
ing it, you can gain a favorable standing 
with God. This will mean for you a secure, 
happy future. 

Secure Future Assured 
A secure future in a cleansed earth is 

assured for all lovers of righteousness by 
God's kingdom. That heavenly govern­
ment, in which Christ rules as King, will 
crush all oppressors of the people and will 
usher in an era of permanent peace. Wick­
edness will so thoroughly be cleansed from 
the earth that one will not be able to find 
a bad person even if he tries. "Just a 
little while longer," Jehovah promises, 
"and the wicked one will be no more; and 
you will certainly give attention to his 
place, and he will not be. But the meek 
ones themselves will possess the earth, and 
they will indeed find their exquisite de­
light in the abundance of peace. The right­
eous themselves will possess the earth, and 
they will reside forever upon it."-Ps. 37: 
10, 11, 29. 
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Consider the prospects for the future in 
a peaceful earth administered by a right­
eous government. At that time "the work 
of the true righteousness must become 
peace; and the service of the true right­
eousness, quietness and security to time in­
definite. And my people must dwell in a 
peaceful abiding place and in residences of 
full confidence and in 

little boy will be leader over them. They 
will not do any harm or cause any ruin in 
all my holy mountain; because the earth 
will certainly be filled with the knowledge 
of Jehovah as the waters are covering the 
very sea."-Isa.11:6, 9. 

Efforts of men have never been able to 
wipe out sickness and disease. However, 

under the care of the 
undisturbed resting 
places." There will be 
no armaments to 
threaten this peace, 
for "they will have to 
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beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning shears. They \vill not 
lift up sword, nation against nation, nei­
ther will they learn war any more. And 
they will actually sit, each one under his 
vine and under his fig tree, and there will 
be no one making them tremble; for the 
very mouth of Jehovah of armies has spo­
ken it."-Isa. 32:17, 18; Mic. 4:3, 4. 

In this peaceful earth, which new-world 
inhabitants will cultivate to a state of par­
adisaic beauty, families will live together, 
work together and play together. Never 
again will people be insecure. They will 
have their own homes and will be able to 
eat the fruitage of a productive land. The 
inspired prophet foretold: "They will cer­
tainly build houses and have occupancy; 
and they will certainly plant vineyards 
and eat their fruitage. They will not toil 
for nothing, nor will they bring to birth 
for disturbance; because they are the off­
spring made up of the chosen ones of Je­
hovah, and their descendants with them." 
-Isa. 65:21, 23. 

Under the influence of God's kingdom 
even the spirit of the animals will be 
calmed: "And the wolf will actually reside 
for a while with the male lamb, and with 
the kid the leopard itself will lie down, and 
the calf and the maned young lion and the 
well-fed animal all together; and a mere 
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"resident will say: 'I 
am sick.' " Jesus in the Revelation to the 
apostle John gave this sure promise: "God 
himself will be with them. And he will 
wipe out every tear from their eyes, and 
death will be no more, neither will mourn­
ing nor outcry nor pain be any more. The 
former things have passed away.''-Isa. 
33:24; Rev. 21:3, 4. 

This description of a paradise earth is 
not a utopia conceived by men but is the 
sure promise of the Creator found in his 
Word the Bible. It is what the future holds 
for all those who now gain a favorable 
standing with Jehovah God. Do not be in­
different, concluding that it is too good to 
be true. Neither feel that it is not so be­
cause such things were never explained to 
you in churcl;i. The religions of Christen­
dom have failed to teach the Bible and 
point the people to Jehovah's promises of 
life. So examine this Scriptural hope your­
self, with your own Bible. Do so now! The 
time for the execution of "those who do 
not know God and those \\'ho do not obey 
the good news" comes on apace. Therefore 
it is imperative to heed the admonition 
now: "Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones of 
the earth, who have practiced His own ju­
dicial decision. Seek righteousness, seek 
meekness." If you do, "probably you may 
be concealed in the day of Jehovah's an~ 
ger."-Zeph. 2:3. 
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AS TAUGHT BY JESUS CHRIST 
TRUE Christianity calls for one to know 

and believe the teachings of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of G<:id, and to follow his 
example. All who hope to gain the prize 
of 'everlasting life must pursue this course. 
"To this course you were called, because 
even Christ suffered for you, leaving you 
a model for you to follow his steps closely." 
(1 Pet. 2:21) How vital it is for all persons 
to adhere to the pattern set by Christ both 
with respect to teachings and \Vith respect 
to conduct! 

The True God and His Son 
At the heart of Christianity as taught 

by Jesus Christ is the \Vorship of the true 
God. Shortly after his O\vn baptism Jesus 
declared: "It is Jehovah your God you 
must worship, and it is to him alone you 
must render sacred service." (Matt. 4:10) 
He stressed the importance of taking; in 
knowledge of his God and F:ather when he 
said: "This means everlasting life, their 
taking in knowledge of you, the only true 
God."-John 17:3. 

That there might be no confusion as to 
who the true God is, Jesus made his Fa­
ther's name manifest to his followers. He 
taught them to pray: "Father, let your 
name be sanctified." (John 17:6; Luke 11: 
2) That divine name, revealed by God and 
recorded in the Bible, is Jehovah. "I am 
Jehovah. That is my name."-Isa. 42:8. 

Jesus Christ himself performed many 
miraculous deeds and said that he had 
come from "the realms above." So lest his 
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followers worship him as God, he plainly 
told them: "The Father is greater than 
I am," and, "I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father and to my God and your 
God." (John 8:23; 14:28; 20:17) He had 
not come to earth for men to serve him. 
"The Son of man came, not to be minis­
tered to, but to minister and to give his 
soul a ransom in exchange for many." 
(Matt. 20:28) By virtue of his perfect life, 
laid down as a ransom sacrifice, provision 
was made to deliver believing mankind 
from sin and death. 

Hope of Life 
For the majority of those who would 

receive its benefits, this would be by 
means of a resurrection from the dead. Be­
cause men tend to be skeptical of the res­
urrection hope, Jesus firmly stated: "Do 
not marvel at this, because the hour is 
coming in which all those in the memorial 
tombs will hear his voice and come out, 
those who did good things to a resurrec­
tion of life, those who practiced vile things 
to a resurrection of judgment." "All those 
in the memorial tombs," those dead in the 
memory of God, will hear the voice of Je­
sus Christ, the one who said: "I am the 
resurrection and the life. He that exer­
cises faith in me, even though he dies, will 
come to life."-John 5:28, 29; 11:25. 

For a limited number, a "little flock," 
the reward of life will be as 'priests and 
kings' \vith Christ in heaven. For the oth­
ers, a crowd unlimited by number, belief 
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in the ransom will lead to everlasting life 
on a righteous, paradise earth.-Luke 12: 
32; Rev. 20;6; John 10;16. 

Written Revelation 
Did Jesus direct his followers to a source 

of truth concerning these matters, to a 
written revelation from God? Yes. He ac­
cepted and recommended God's written 
Word the Bible as truth, and time and 
again he quoted from these Scriptures to 
prove his points. He referred to the account 
of Adam and Eve, the great flood of Noah's 
day, Jonah and the big fish, and the fiery 
destruction of Sodom, treating them all as 
historical facts. Never did Jesus question 
the truthfulness of any part of the Bible 
record. 

Jesus not only confirmed the Scriptures 
as divine truth but he used them to teach 
his followers: "And commencing at Moses 
and all the Prophets he interpreted to 
them things pertaining to himself in all 
the Scriptures."-Luke 24:27. 

Making Over One's Life 
The things they learned caused them to 

change their way of life, to be different 
from the world around them. He pinpoint­
ed for them the practices of the world that 
defile a person, making him unfit for the 
service of God, when he said: "That which 
issues forth out of a man is what defiles 
a man; for from inside, out of the heart 
of men, injurious reasonings issue forth: 
fornications, thieveries, murders, adulter­
ies, covetings, acts of wickedness, deceit, 
loose conduct, an envious eye, blasphemy, 
haughtiness, unreasonableness. All these 
wicked things issue forth from within and 
defile a man." (Mark 7:20-23) Jesus con­
demned such practices. His follo\vers could 
not engage in them and expect to gain the 
prize of life.-Mark 10:17-19. 

Not only must a Christian refrain from 
what is bad, but he must do what is right. 
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"My Father is glorified in this," said Je­
sus, "that you keep bearing much fruit and 
prove yourselves my disciples." (John 15: 
8) What kind of fruit is that? Why, the 
fruitage of God's spirit, which is "lov€) 
joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, good­
ness, faith, mildness, self-control." (Ga1. 
5:22, 23) Jesus said his followers \Vould 
be easily identifiable because of the Jove 
they had among themselves. A Christian 
is not belligerent, getting into fights and 
Josing his temper, no, not even when pro­
voked by unreasonable persons. "Continue 
to love your enemies, to do good to those 
hating you, to bless those cursing you, to 
pray for those who do you injury."-John 
13:35; Luke 6:27, 28. 

Obviously a Christian is not like the 
world around him. As the Christian apos­
tle Paul said: "Quit being fashioned after 
this system of things, but be transformed 
by making your mind over, that you may 
prove to yourselves the good and accept­
able and perfect \Vill of God." (Rom. 12: 
2) There is no room for hypocrites, per­
sons who take the name of (:hrist but 
practice the vile ways of the world. Of 
course, it takes time for a thorough trans­
formation to take place, but what joy 
there is as one conforms to what he kno\vs 
from the Bible to be "the good and accept­
able and perfect will of God"! 

Neutrality and Unity 
There is a further and very strong rea­

son why true Christians must be different 
from the old world and cannot be part of 
it. Jesus made it plain \Vhen he referred 
to Satan the Devil as the "ruler of this 
world." The Scriptures also call him the 
"god of this system of things." (John 12: 
31; 2 Cor. 4:4) Jesus did not make light 
of the idea of a \Vicked creature called the 
Devil, but recognized him to be the enemy 
of God and the enemy of all \\'ho serve the 
true God. 

27 



What, then, is to be the Christian's at­
titude toward this world? Can he be on 
friendly terms \.Vith it, supporting the var­
ious organizations that make it up, engag­
jng in its practices? Definitely not! "Do 
you not know that the friendship with the 
world is enmity \vith God? Whoever, there­
fore, \Vants to be a friend of the world is 
constituting himself an enemy of God." 
(Jas. 4:4) Yes, there are two camps: one 
made up of true Christians, those who are 
worshipers of the true God Jehovah and 
who are followers of his Son Jesus Christ; 
and on the other side those who are part 
of the world, including those \vho make a 
hypocritical profession of being Christian 
but who support the world of which Satan 
the Devil is god. 

Christians obey the command: "You 
must love your neighbor as yourself," 
showing kindness and giving help to in­
dividuals. They \.Vork hard with their hands 
to provide for their families the material 
necessities of life, but exercising care to 
apply godly principles in their business re­
lations, even \Vhen it puts them at an ap­
parent disadvantage. They also 'pay back 
Caesar's things to Caesar,' paying taxes 
and obeying all la\vs that do not clash with 
the law of God. (Mark 12:31; 1 Tim. 5:8; 
Matt. 22:21) But they do not go beyond 
this, getting involved in politics or taking 
sides in international squabbles or devot­
ing themselves to organizations that seek 
to perpetuate this system of things. They 
call to mind the words of the Lord Jesus: 
"My kingdom is no part of this world." 
(John 18:36) Their position as to the af­
fairs of the world is one of strict neutral­
ity. For this reason true Christians are 
often misunderstood and even persecuted. 

However, this stand of Christian neu­
trality contributes to their unity world­
wide. Jesus taught that they would be one, 
not divided by nationalistic teachings or 
sectarianism. This he made clear in prayer 
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to his Father: "I make request, not con­
cerning these only, but also concerning 
those putting faith in me through their 
\Vord; in order that they may all be one, 
just as you, Father, are in union with me 
and I am in union with you, that they also 
may be in union with us, in order that the 
world may believe that you sent me forth." 
Not even clergy-laity distinctions would 
exist among them, for he said, "All you 
are brothers." Just one organization of 
united followers! But more than organiza­
tional unity; there must be agreement in 
doctrine and conduct. As that imitator of 
Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul, wrote: "I 
exhort you, brothers, through the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ that you should all 
speak in agreement, and that there should 
not be divisions among you, but that you 
may be fitly united in the same mind and 
in the same line of thought."-John 17: 
20, 21; Matt. 23:8; 1 Cor. 1:10. 

Kingdom Hope and Kingdom Preaching 
Jesus' main teaching was the kingdom 

of God or "the kingdom of the heavens." 
(Matt. 13:31) He knew that at the time 
of his second presence he would receive the 
kingdom from his Father, as long ago fore­
told by the inspired prophet Daniel. (Dan. 
7:13, 14) Then as King of the heavenly 
kingdom he would again direct his atten­
tion to mankind on earth, but this time 
from his exalted position in the heavens. 
It was for that kingdom that Jesus taught 
his followers to pray. The kingdom is not 
a matter of secondary importance in the 
life of a Christian, something to which he 
gives thought only after the material in­
terests of life have been cared for. Jesus 
said: "Keep on, then, seeking first the 
kingdom and his righteousness:"-Matt. 
6:33. 

Why is the Kingdom of such great im­
portance? Because it is the means by which 
honor and glory will be brought to the 
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name of God. It will bring about the de. 
struction of the Devil and his demons and 
all who oppose and misrepresent the true 
God, thus clearing His name of the re­
proach they have heaped upon it. Further, 
it makes possible a new world of righteous­
ness wherein the earth will be transformed 
into a paradise and obedient mankind will 
enjoy the btessing of everlasting life in hu­
matl perfection.-Rev. 21:4. 

Because of the Kingdom's importance 
Jesus made it the theme of his preaching. 
"Jesus set out on a tour of all the cities 
and villages, teaching in their synagogues 
and preaching the good news of the king­
dom." (Matt. 9:35) This he did also by go­
ing to people's homes. Paul the apostle 
said: "I did not hold back from telling 
you any of the things that were profitable 
nor from teaching you publicly and from 
house to house." He therefore urges us: 
"Become imitators of me, even as I am of 
Christ."-Acts 20:20; 1 Cor. 11:1. 

This preaching of the Kingdom would 
also be an identifying mark of true Chris­
tians in our day. For in his great prophecy 
concerning the end of the world Jesus fore­
told: "This good news of the kingdom will 
be preached in all the inhabited earth for 
a witness to all the nations; and then the 
end will come."-Matt. 24:14. 

Christianity in Our Day 
Who today practice this Christianity 

that Jesus taught? Well, who worship Je­
hovah as their God and publicize his name 
as Jesus did? Who teach that Jesus, \Vho 
gave his life as a ransom for man, is the 
one sent by God but is not to be worshiped 
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by men as God? Who teach that, not a 
mythical immortal soul, but resurrection 
from the dead is man's hope for future 
life? Who recognize the entire Bible as the 
Word of God and come to your door using 
it in their preaching work? What people 
is it of whom even the public newspapers 
say that, "although there are many im­
posing religions with their propaganda in 
all parts of the globe, there does not exist 
a single one on the face of the earth today 
that shows the same love" as they do? 
(0 Tempo, Brazil, January 7, 1959) Who 
teach, as did Jesus, that the Devil is the 
god of this world and for that reason will 
not participate in the affairs of the old 
world? What group is there that is united 
world-wide regardless of nationality, race 
or economic circumstances-people \Vho all 
believe and teach alike? Who come to your 
home talking about the kingdom of God, 
as Jesus and the apostles did in the first 
century? There is only one answer: Jeho­
vah's witnesses! 

Jehovah's witnesses carry on their 
Christian work of free Bible education in 
181 lands, and one of their congregations 
is no doubt located near you. You are wel­
come at their Kingdom Hall. There you 
will find persons \vho are ready and willing 
to discuss your questions on religion and 
give you an answer from the Bible. If you 
so desire, they will be glad to visit you in 
your o\vn home and study the Bible with 
you for an hour each week free of charge. 
Now is the time to act. Now is the time 
to avail yourself of the help that is provided 
to learn the Christianity that Jesus Christ 
taught and to conform to the model that 
he left for us to follow. 
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Witnessing Vita! 
4> On June 25 New York minis­
ter Ra!ph W. Sackman told 
a Methodist congregation that, 
"until its members can testify 
to what their religion is doing 
for them," the church has 
failed to reach its full poten­
tial as a vital and vigorous 
institution. IIe said: "We need 
those \~lho can tal{c the witness 
stand and testify to \Vhat is in 
their heart~. _Your religion 
never comes aliY(' until you 
do something about it." Sack­
man pointed to Jehovah's voit­
nesses as examples, ohserving: 
"They turn their faith into 
news. They tell what the living 
Christ has done for them per­
sonally." 

Unprepared to \Vltness 
4> The British Weekly of June 
15 pointed to the failure of the 
church to witness, in an article 
entitled "Baptist Vie\\•point­
Making Church Members In­
formed." It said: "Our lay 
people by and large arc un­
instructed in the fundamental 
doctrines of the faith and are 
therefore in no po&ition to take 
their full part in the witness­
ing life of the church." The 
article said that such ignorance 
requires "the hnsty issue of 
pamphlets designed to protect 
church members from the per­
sistent attentions of Jehovah's 
Witnesses." 
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Church Members Apathetic 
4> On July 2 Dr. Robert J. 
l\1cCracken told the congrega­
tion at Riverside Church in 
New York that ''what is needed 
in the churches is more whole­
hearted commitment" and 
"men and women who are 
devoted, body, mind, and soul, 
to the service of God and their 
fellows." McCracken pointed to 
Jesus as their example: "No· 
body ever took Christ for 
granted. He was such a dis­
turbing personality that the 
authoritiC's had to liquidate 
Him. Real Christianity is al­
ways an explosive force. The 
little girl was wiser than she 
knew when she said about the 
Bible that it began with Gene­
sis and ended with Revolutions. 
Few things are more to be 
lamented today than the dearth 
of initiative, enterprise, driving 
energy, creative resource in 
religion taken as a whole." 

"Uninterested in Religion" 
4> Danish clergyman Poul 
Ulsdal, concerned with the 
spiritual condition of his fellow 
ministers, said: "It has terrified 
me to discover that many 
clergymen are actually rather 
uninterested in religion. Many 
clergymen do not attend 
church on their days off and 
they are also tired of meetings. 
On the other hand they, like 
everyone else, are very inter­
ested in cars." 

Church Disappointing 
4> ,\ young Japanese student, 
a confirmed Christian although 
from a Buddhist family, on 
coming to know "Christians" 
of Protestantism became disap­
pointed in Christianity. After 
studying in \Vestern Germany 
for several months he wrote 
home to his mother: "I had 
expected to find a genuine and 
living Christianity in Berlin. I 
have been mistaken and I am 
returning to Japan to become 
a Buddhist." 

Class Distinctions 
4> Dr. Gibson Winter, faculty 
member at the University of 
Chicago Divinity School, said 
that the Protestant churches 
have virtually abandoned the 
central areas of American 
cities and now cater to the 
well-dref'sed white people of 
the middle-class suburbs. As 
a result they have become 
"alienated" from the millions 
of less-privileged persons, 
those who do not happen to 
have white skins and white­
collar jobs. Dr. Winter said 
that if this trend continues, 
within twenty years Prates· 
tantism "will be fatally weak· 
ened as a significant rellgious 
force in the U.S." 

"Protestantl<im H11.11 FaUed" 
4> A survey of United States 
theological schools showed that 
enrollments in Protestant semi­
naries dropped over 5 percent 
last year. This means that in 
1960 there were 1,125 fewer 
students for the ministry than 
the 1959 total of 20,365. One 
Union Theological Seminary 
student summed up the reason 
for disinterest in religion: 
"People have been seeking 
something in the church, 
prompt~d by the total anxiety 
of the world situation. They 
haven't found the answers to 
this problem in the mainline, 
orthodox Protestant churches. 
In this way, Protestantism has 
failed. The decline in popular 
interest in Christianity has 
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already affected· ooroument in 
th,e Set'ni:narie&." 

."-dmonltlon Unheeded 
+ Some time ago a Canadian 
minister, Jesse Bader, encour· 
aged other ministers and lay· 
men to employ the apostolic 
house-to-house ministry. "You 
have been ringing church bells, 
when you Should be ringing 
door bells," he said. "You have 
been doing by proxy what you 
should be doing by proximity, 
and you do \~.'ith your purse 
what you should be doing in 
person." Aside from Jehovah's 
witnesses, there is little evi­
dence of ministers heeding this 
admonition to employ Christ's 
method of preaching. 

Shamed by Witnesses 
+ The German church publica­
tion Gemeinscha/tsgruss 
pointed to the failure of church 
members to work. It con­
fessed: "We must be ashamed 
of ourselves--because of 
whom? Because of Jehovah's 
witnesses." After describing 

now au or Jenovan·s witnesses 
are workers, it raised the ques­
tion, 'Is one who does not work 
actually a member of the con­
gregation?' It ackno\vledged 
that, "according to what the 
Bible says, he isn't .... There~ 
fore we must shame ourselves 
before this sect. But this shame 
is only secondary. We must 
shame ourselves before God, 
that we have congregations 
everywhere calling themselves 
by his name, in which, how­
ever, only a few \vork. Gorl's 
name is thereby robbed of its 
holiness." 

\\'itnesses' Zeal Commended 
+ The Newsletter, an Aus­
tralian church pamphlet. noted 
that "during the Easter v.·eek­
end, many people were visited 
by ... 'Jehovah's Witnesses.'" 
Contrasting the Christian ac­
tivity of Jehovah's witnesses 
with that of lethargic church 
members, the Neu;i;letter ron­
tinued: "The Jehovah's Wit­
nesses are possessed with a 
tremendous missionary zeal 

which they believe is the one 
method to be employed in the 
conversion of the world. AND 
THEY ARE RIGHT! Hovv 
many of our lay people feel 
the same responsibility in this 
matter, and charged with the 
same enthusiasm for their 
faith would take the church 
into every home they come 
across?" 

Rating l\.Jlsslonary Zeal 
+An Evangelical Church 
paper, Kraft [Jnd Licht, pub­
lished the follo\\'ing observa­
tion on the missionary zeal of 
certain religious groups: "If 
\Ve wer<' to give grades on the 
basis of missionary readiness 
and energy, then \ve would end 
up grading like this: 1. Jeho­
vah's Witnesses. 2. Pentf>ec·:.;­
tals, Adven1ists. 3. Roman 
Catholic Church. 4. The non· 
bishop churches in the United 
States and England. 5. The 
Church of England. £. T: 
Evangelical Christians in 
Europe." 

Would you risk your Ille ••• 
to save it? 

Life is a most precious possession and one that is worth vigorous efforts to 
safeguard. In its endeavors to relieve suffering and extend life, medical science 
has introduced numerous treatments for use where life is endangered. One of 
these is blood transfusion, Whal risks are involved in its use? ls it safe to donate 
one's blood? Would you reject transfusion of blood, perhaps at the risk of yt;iur 
life, if you were sure that it would violate God's law to take blood? What are 
the facts in answer to these vital questions? It is your everlasting life that 
is at stake. 

Read: Blood, Medicine and the Law of God 
Get a copy for your friends 4d {for Australio, Sd; for South Africa, 3 1/2cl 

WATCH TOWER THI;: RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W, 7 

l am enclosing Please send m<' of the booklPt Blood, :llPdic1ge and lhe 
Law of God (4d each.· 3''"f()j.' 8d [for Australia, 5d each. 3 for lOd: for South Africa, 3•,;,c 
each. 3 for 7c]). 

Name . 
Post 
Town .. 
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Strt'et and Kuinher 
or Route and Box . 

Postal 
District No ....... County .. 
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Get Yours Now! 

Are you interested in money, position, a career? Most people 
are. And many are disappointed and unhappy, But there are 
hundreds of thousands of persons in all walks of life and in 
all nations of the world whose interests ensure them joy, con­
tentment and peace of mind. That is because their goal in life 
is not one of materialistic advancement but one of advance­
ment of the interests of God's way of life for all mankind. 

To be properly informed in that way you need Awake.' Al­
though Awake! does not deal primarily with Bible doctrine, 
it does keep its "feet on the ground" spiritually because it is 
gov~rned by true Bible principles, not by human philosophy 
or expediency. It is a magazine of facts, news, everyday 
problems, practical sciences, human interests, natural wonders. 

With Awake! you can keep a close \Vatch on this world's affairs 
without being ensnared by the false hopes and promises this 
world holds out. Awake! is instructive, inspiring, wholesome 
reading for every member of your family. Get your subscrip­
tion now! 

AWAKE! 

1 Year 7/- (for Australia, 8/-; for South Africa, 70c). 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 
I am enclosing 7/- (!or Australia, 8/-; !or South Africa, 70c). Please send me Au:ake! for one 

year. For malling the coupon I am to receive free the booklets "Look! T Am Maldng An Things 
New," When God Speaks Peace to AU Nations and Security During "War of the Groot Day of 
God the Almighty." 

Name. 
Post 
Town. 

Street and Number 
or Route and Box . 

Postal 
District No ......... County .. 

In; AUSTRAL.IA address 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S.W. CANADA: 150 Brldgeland Ave., Toronto 19, Ont. 
SOUTH AFRICA: Private Bag, Elandsfontein, Transvaal. UNITED STATES: 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. 
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