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“It is already the hour for
—Ramans 13:11

you fo awake.”

@
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E ALL have opin-

ions on certain sub-
jects, Their possession is
one of the things that sets
us far above the brute
creation. Our opinions are
ideas, judgments or con-
clusions that we reach
after more or less care-
fully thinking about a
matter. Thus we read of a columnist giv-
ing his opinion of a certain concert or
play, a specialist expressing his opinion
about what ails a certain patient and what
should be done about it, a group of judges
rendering a minority opinion. Unfortunate-
iy the opinions of many persons are based
only on feelings, hearsay, snap judgments,
on a woeful lack of evidence,

Regardless of what the subject may be
regarding whichh we have opinions, we do
well to be open-minded. All ideas, save
thase truths in the inspired Word of God,
may be said to be subject to change, clari-
fication or expansion. That is why one
scientist wrote, “Science is the graveyard
of ideas.”” Yes, *“wise men change their
minds but fools never.”

To be opinionated is to be just the op-
posite of being open-minded., Instead of
holding opinions the opinicnated person is
enslaved by them. Opinionated has been
deflned as “stiff in-opinfon; firm or unduly
adhering to one’s own opinion,” “obstinate
of conceited with regard to one’s opin-
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ions.” If we recognize
that we are imperfect and
prone to err and that
there is oh so much that
we do not know, then we
will be open-minded, re-
ceptive to new ideas, will-
ing to investigate,

As we view the pages
of history we see ever so
many glaring examples of persons who
were opinionated. How opinionated were
the opposers of the prophet Jeremiah, so
certain that no calamity would befall their
temple! How opinionated were the reli-
gious leaders of Jesus' day who said that
no prophet was to be raised out of Galilee!
How opinionated were the Greek philoso-
phers listening to the apostle Paul on Mars'
Hill that mocked the fact of Jesus’ resur-
rection!—Jer. 7:4, 14; John 7:52; Acts 17
31, 32.

Coming to more recent times, we find
like examples. Thus for more than a cen-
tury after Galileo, in 1610, proved correct
the Copernican theory, that the earth re-
volves around the sun, opinionated univer-
sity professors in both Europe and in
America kept on teaching the false Ptole-
maic theory as a “convenient hypothesiy.”

Harvey's finding relative to the circula-
tion of the blood fared similarly. Accord-
ing to noted physician Sir William Osler,
“The Medical School of the University .of
Paris, at the time one of the best organ-
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ized and most important in Europe, de-
clined to accept the cireplation of blood
during [Harvey's] lifetime and for some
years after his death,” or for more than
thirty years. Apparently that generation
of professors never did see the light, so
opinionated were they!

In our present century Alexander Flem-
ing for some ten years vainly tried to en-
list the aid of leading doctors in Great
Britain in his discovery of penicillin, So
opinionated did those men show them-
selves to be that Fleming’s simple explana-
tion that he derived penicillin from the
common mold was too preposterous for
them to investigate. Says a historian: “As
each year went by his hopes diminished.
The discovery was on the verge of falling
into the abyss of oblivion together with
hundreds of other potentially useful dis-
coveries, when war broke out. The situa-
tion was reversed almost overnight, Anti-
bacterial remedies became the center of
interest on the medical stage . . . Thus pen-
icillin was rediscovered.”

Today there are ever so many persons
who are so certain that the theory of evo-
lution is true that they refuse to consider
any evidence that might indicate that it
is wanting in any respect. But is not such
a mental attitude also opinionated? That
even some of the leading evolutionists have
their doubts about many aspects of the
theory is apparent from a book review that
appeared in the New York Times, June 25,
1961. In it one of America’s leading evo-
lutionists, Loren Eiseley, reviews The
Orion Book of Evolution, written by one
of the noted evolutionists of France, Jean
Rostand.

Among other things, Eiseley states and
quotes: “What makes this author a happy
contrast to many of his American and
English colleagues is his capacity for
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doubt . . . He is unable to convince him-
self that our observed mutatigns ‘have
been able, even with the cooperation of nat-
ural selection, even with the advantage of
immense periods of time in which evolu-
tion works on life, to build an entire world,
with its structural prodigality and refine-
ments.’

* ‘I cannot,’ he continues, ‘persuade my--
self to think that the eye, the ear, the hu-
man brain, have been formed in this way
. . . I discern nothing that gives me the
right to conceive the profound structural
alterations, the fantastic metamorphoses
that we have to imagine . . . when we think
of the transition from invertebrates to ver-
tebrates ., . . from reptiles to mamrnals.’
Are we, he questions, so saturated with the
evolutionary story that we are apathetic
and no longer realize the wonder of the
facts we mouth? Somehow, somewhere,
‘nothing’ brought forth a world of sub-
stance and light. Similarly, life has
emerged strangely, even if one avoids the
word miraculously, out of inorganic sub-
stance. . ..

“Rostand doubts that we know a tithe
of the hidden story. It would be well if all
of us could coax our students [Eiseley is
a professor of anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania] to forgo the many
certainties of their science and to contem-
plate, for one humbling moment, the un-
known datkness out of which we came and
into which each one of us—like an infini-
tesimal wi.iverse—will dissolye in his due
season,” :

In view of this candid admission of
doubt would it not seem that open-
mindedness would require one to reconsid-
er the case for creation as presented in the

Bible? As elucidated by the publications

dissemninated by the witnesses of Jehovah,
it ig shown to be at once beautiful, con-
vincing and comforting.

AWAKE!
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ITYHERE was a hoping for peace, but

L1 no good came; for a time of healing,
but, look! terror!” How true today these
prophetic words of Jeremiah! Expectantly
peace is looked for, but in its place one
crisis after another, .Terror grips at the
hearts of even the strong and mighty as
they consider the prospects of huclear war-
fare. Just as Jesus prophesied for the last
days, “men become faint out of fear and
expectation of the things coming upon the
inhabited earth.”—Jer. 8:15; Luke 21:26.

This climate of fearful expectation hangs
like & dark, ominous cloud over earth’s
population. Millions of persons feel that
goon a cloudburst may rain down annihila-
tory nuclear destruction, so they ignore
righteous principles and live for the pleas-
ure of the moment. As such thinking and
misconduct increase so do broken homes,
juvenile delinquency and the number of
confused, disillusioned people with trou-
bled hearts.

Two noted psychologists recently ob-
served;: “As & phenomenon that officially
kills nearly 20,000 Americans each year,
and in truth probably twice that, suicide
is one of the gravest problems facing so-
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HH MU
Fﬁghtemng world condltlom and perpl.exmg pe'r-
sonal problems cause fears to increase. Where
can one turn to realize peace of mind and heart?

ciety.” Other coun-
tries have even
higher suicide rates
than the United
States. Further in-
dicating the vast
number of persons
with troubled
hearts, in New York
city there are some
967 practicing psy-
. . chiatrists within
e . just thirty-seven
blocks. Many dis-
turbed people have
recently been call-
ing public officials
expressing the fear
that they are radioactive. One doctor said
that this new phobia, labeled nucleomito-
phobia, was just another “product of the
age.!!

As never before men’s hearts have been
troubling them. Personal problems multi-
ply. The Scriptural counse] is: “More than
all else that is to be guarded, safeguard
yvour heart, for out of it are the sources
of life.” (Prov. 4:23) Our very life de-
pends on the condition of our heart. This
is true not only of our physical heart but
equally of our spiritual heart, the seat of
motive or center of direction, from which
source emotions are expressed. A strong,
calm heart is needed by all who would suc-
cessfully face the ever-worsening world
situation. But where can those with trou-
bled hearts turn in order to realize peace
and comfort?

iy ’l.f

Medicine for Troubled Hearts

Some have found a neasure of peace
and comfort by heeding the advice to get
away from civilization and spend some
time in the forest. There one may follow
a trail carpeted with springy pine needles.
Overhead tower majestic trees, somehow
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emanating a sense of security and stability.
The warm sun filtering from above re-
flects beautifully on the green leaves and
follage. How pleasant to the ear the song
of the forest blrds! As one strides through
the woods or over a grassy meadow one
feels exhilarated as one inhales deeply the
clean, tangy air. What a calming, peaceful,
uplifting effect such an experience has
upon a person! One can just feel the peace.
Certainly the Creator of these marvelous
surroundings must be a God of peace. He is,

Long ago the young fugitive David spent
much time out of doors as he fled for his
life from King Saul. A man often beset by
troubles, David spent time considering the
marvelous works of creation, Jesus Christ
also on occasion made the effort to get out-
side by himself, in quiet “lonely places.”
These periods in the out-of-doors must
have been calming, peace-stimulating times
for these men, who were familiar with
troubles.—Ps. 8:3; 19:1, 2; Matt, 14:23;
Mark 1:35, 45; Luke 4:42.

The Source of Peace

It may be true that both David and Je-
sus drew a measure of comfort from soli-
tude in peaceful outdoor surroundings.
However, this peace in itself was insuffi-
clent to guard their hearts for the tremen-
dous trials and troubles they had to face.
While in the out of doors they prayed to
the Creator of their peaceful surroundings.
They unloaded their burdens upon him, as
David himself was inspired to write:
“Throw your burden upon Jehovah him-
self, and he himself will sustain you.” It
was the peace they received from God that
guarded their hearts and sustained them.
Jehovah is “the God who gives peace.”
—Ps. 55:22; Rom. 15:33.

The nations have failed to gain peaceful
relations with one another because they
have not looked to the Source of peace,
Jehovah God. Individuals looking to this
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warld and ity systems of education fer
guidance have llkewise not come to know
real peace. Peace is defined as “calmness
of mind and heart; serenity of spirit; har-
mony in human or personal relations.”
Such peace is a need of mankind., This
world cannot satisfy this need, for it has
not come to know the Source of peace,

Jesus had peace. With a calm, coura-
geous heart and serene spirit he faced the
trials of the final day of his earthly min-
istry. He knew his disciples would need
this same peace in order to endure the
trials that lay ahead for them. Therefore
on his last evening with his disciples, after
instituting the memorial of his coming
death, he spoke so as to impart his peace
to them, He said; “I leave you peace, I give
You my peace. I do not give it to you the
way that the world gives it. Do not let
your hearts be troubled nor let them
shrink for fear.” What calming, peace-
stimulating encouragement from one who
knew he was to die vn a torture stake the
following day! Jesus concluded, saying: “I
have said these things to you that by
means of me you may have peace, In the
world you will have tribulation, but take
courage! I have conquered the world.” Fi-
nally Jesus led his disciples in prayer to
“the God who glves peace,” petitioning
that he keep them in peaceful unity.—John
14:27; 16:33; 17:20-26,

Jesus and his first-century followers dis-
played peace that the world from that time
to this has not come to know or under-
stand. With the ‘peace of the Christ con-
trolling in their hearts’ early Christians
dwelt together in unity, showing kindness,
compassion and love for one another. (Col.
3:12-15) This peace allowed them to face
hungry lions in the Roman arena with
courageous hearts, Caesar did not give
them this peace. No worldly school taught
it to them. It came from Jehovah God, to
whom they prayed and in whom they

AWAKE!



trugted, They recelved it in ful@llment of
the promise: “The Inclination that is well
supported you will safeguard in continuous
peace, because it is in you that one is made
to trust.”—Isa. 26:3.

The peace of God can guard the hearts
of all those who pray to and trust in him.
“Dg not be anxious over anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication
along with thanksgiving let your petitions
be made known to

longs to those loving your law.”—Prov. 2:
4,5; Ps. 119:165.

This soothing, assuring, precious gift of
peace, one that “excels all thought,” will
guard your heart, making it courageous
and strong and able to sustain you through
any crisis or trial that may lie ahead. This
peace enabled Jesus to face a torture stake;
Daniel, a den of lions; the three Hebrews,
a fiery furnace; and in this day, thousands
of Christian witness-

God; and the peace of
God that excels all
thought will guard
your hearts and your

ARTICLES IN THE NEXT ISSUE
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@ How to Teach in a Public Discourse.

es of Jehovah, fiend-
ish torture and death
in Nazi concentration
camps and Commu-

mental powers by
means of Christ Jesus.” This peace of God
can guard your heart and mental powers.
However, to receive it you must be taught
by Jehovah—Phil. 4:8, 7,

Education That Brings Peace

The prophecy of Isaiah says: “All your
song will be persons taught by Jehovah,
_and the peace of your sons will be abun-
dant.” The apostle Peter showed that
peace comes through accurate knowledge,
when he said: “May undeserved Kindness
and peace be increased to you [how?] by
an accurate knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord.”—Isa. 534:13; 2 Pet, 1:2,

For you to receive this knowledge that
brings peace you must “keep seeking for
it as for silver, and as for hid treasures
you [must] keep searching for it, in that
case you will understand the fear of Jeho-
vah, and you will find the very knowledge
of God.” Through such a diligent study of
the Bible you will come to love Jehovah's
law, just as did Jesus and his followers.
Tts righteous principles will sink into your
heart and you will want to live by them.
Serving Jehovah and being obedient to his
law will become the chief objective in your
life. This will bring you peace, for, de-
clares the psalmist, “abundant peace be-
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nist prisons, The sus-
taining hope of all these faithful men and
women has been Jehoval’s promlsed re-
ward of life in a new world of righteous-
ness, a promise recorded in his Word:
“There are new heavens and a new earth
that we are awaiting according to his
promise, and in these righteousness is to
dwell. Hence, beloved ones, since you are
awaiting these things, do your utmost to
be found finally by him spotless and un-
blemished and in peace.”—2 Pet. 3:13, 14,

Do you desire the peace of God, peace
so strong that your heart will “not fear,
though the earth undergo change and
though the mountains totter into the heart
of the vast sea”? (Ps. 46:2) Soon this
earth will experience such an earth-
shaking change, no, not by a downpour of
nuclear weapons, but by the unleashing of
natural forces at Jehovah's war of Arma-
geddon that will shake the very founda-
tions of the earth. Only the peace that
God gives will be able to guard your heart
during that time of great trouble. So pre-
pare now to survive then. Strengthen your
heart by taking in an accurate knowledge
of God and his purposes. This will bring
you peace of mind and comfort now, and
will equip you to face the great time of
trouble ahead.



VETERAN po-

liceman once
said, “The biggest
thing we have to fear
is eorruption.-It’s the
cancer that can de-
stroy a police depart-
ment.” Most recent of
the major police
seandals that have
rocked nearly
every major American city is the much-
publicized Denver, Colorado, debacle. Early
last November a count showed that forty-
one patrolmen, one sergeant and one de-
tective—nearly 6 percent of the Denver
police force—were arrested for operating
the biggest burglary ring in the city’s his-
tory. There were at least five police safe-
cracking teams using squad cars and the
police radio network to execute burglaries.
In fifteen years more than a quarter of a
million dollars and untabulated amounts
of merchandise had been stolen, Police of-
flcers were also involved with gambling
and prostitution.

In a plea for understanding, one of the
convicted policemen wrote from his prisen
celi: “The next time an officer goes by
your home or place of business look at
him. He is a mman who will risk his life to-
day for one of your children, yet his head
is hung in shame.” Policemen in other cit-

ies could understand. In January, 1960,
a talkative thief exposed thirteen Chicago
policemen who were arrested as accom-
plices in a string of robberies. When Cleve-
land did some housecleaning a few years
ago, nine high-ranking officers went to jail
and thirty-three other policemen had to
resign, Los Angeles’ fine police force was
not always so commendable. It took a re-
tired marine general to come in and re-
store discipline and the public’s confidence.
For years the Philadelphia police depart-
ment had a reputation for dishonesty and
inefficiency. In 1952 a new police head
undertook reforms. Within six years 3,000
of the 5,000-man force were replaced!

The New York police department has a
long history of scandals erypting periodi-
cally. In the 1830’s a police captain re-
vealed that he had collected money from
gambling houses, saloons and brothels,
Corruption came to light before the first
world war and in the 1930’s. A 1943 out-
break involved 111 officers of various ranks
who were charged with taking bribes.
Scores of New York policemen were in-
dicted in 1950 when bookmaker Harry
Gross testified that he paid $1 milion for
protection. As recently as 1959 twelve New
York officers were arrested for various
crimes, including extortion and a rape
murder. '
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The Hard Fight

There are about 316,000 law officers of
all kinds in the United States, A very small
percentage of them will ever become out-
right criminals, Many of them are very
dedicated men. But all of them, by the na-
ture of their profession, face a constant
fight to stay honest. Many a rookie has
been disillusioned after graduation froim
the police academy. Though instilled with

the desire to earn an honest living while -

pursuing the career of law enforcement,
he may soon learn that police work in-
volves a number of “extenuating factors.”

Suppose, for example, his immediate su-
periors——who will pass on his deportment
during probation—have come to the con-
clusion that one can accept gratuities and
still be a good policeman. They may ra-
tionalize that there is nothing really wrong
with taking a gift; that it is something
smart people everywhere are doing. Is the
rookie going to stick by his resolve to be
honest, or will he fall in line with the
practice of taking free cigarettes, meals,
coffee, turkeys and liquor? Dare he an-
tagonize the men who will fill out his pro-
bationary report? This is the problem that
has faced rockie policemen where dishon-
esty has gone unchecked in a police de-
partment.

The hard life of a policeman does not
help matters, To live in peril from armed
criminals and trigger-happy juveniles is
bad enough, but the patrolman faces much
more, While he fears to be too hasty about
shooting an armed cpponent, he also does
not want to give his associates the impres-
sion he is & coward. There is also the mat-
ter of his home life. Can a policeman wit-
ness no end of sordid crimes and all kinds
of tragedies without becoming hard-boiled,

if only in self-defense? And if he becomes -

tough in order to preserve his mental bal-
ance, how is he to succeed in playing the
role of affectionate husband and fond par-
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ent, which wife and children demand of
him? Even his friends wil! introduce him
to people as “Mr. ; he’s a police-
man.” All this makes him a man apart
from his fellow citizens. He belongs to a
fraternity of career men who suffer a high
rate of ulcers, suicides and divorces. Since
his fellow officers understand him and sym-
pathize with his fears and tensions, he
must be accepted as one of them. This
compulsion to belong may force him to
condone dishonesty if it happens to exist
in his police department.

Nor is that the only source of pressure
that closes in on an honest policeman.
Suppose his house is mortgaged, or there
are heavy doctor bills. Perhaps he wants
to send his son to college. What if his po-
lice salary just does not cover it? Regu-
lations may forbid “moonlighting,” taking
on outside work. Handouts and payoffs
may seem to be the answer., Where police-
men have developed a greed for money, as
in the recent Chicago scandal, they may
stoop to burglary. Others, as in the Den-
ver case, may take to looting stores where
there have been break-ins. Last March a
New York detective with nine police com-
mendations and a patrolman were arrested
for gttempted extortion of a chauffeur who
had been involved in a street brawl. They
offered him freedom from arrest for $250.
He paid them with marked bills and they
were caught.,

The large number of dedicated police-
men face a hard fight to maintain their
honesty and morale. In some cases, “too
zealous” performance of duty has aroused
political interference, resulting in a repri-
mand or even an unwanted transfer to an-
other branch of police work. Arresting the
“wrong people” has also caused police of-
ficers to suffer loss of promotion and the
pay increase that would have come with it,
Patrolmen are not encouraged to enforce
the law when they come into court and
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ericbunter judges who are overly sympa-
thetic with offenders. The demoralizing
effect of such things was pointed out by
the convicted Denver policeman who said:
“Either you enforce the law or you forget
it. I couldn’t enforce it so I forgot it.,” An-
other stated: “I was really discouraged
and disillusioned about the ‘glory badge’
stuff. So I took the big dive,”

Remedies?

One veteran police commander believes
that police dishonesty iz not out of hand
as long as other policemen are reporting it.
Nevertheless, the problem concerns all po-
lice departments and much thought goes
Into possible remedies. In some cities de-
fective recruiting procedures have been
allowing men ill-suited and insufficiently

educated to enter police work. Better

sereening has been urged as well as higher
morzl and educational standards. Also, if
there is to be an efficient police depart-
ment, it must be entirely free from politi-
cal interference. However, such interfer-
ence js often traditional and is not easily
conquered. Criticism has also been leveled
at Civil Service procedure, judicial rever-
sal of dismissals and police unions that can
force a department to retain a man it con-
giders unfit for the job.

Several years ago the New York police
department organized a Chief Inspector’s
Squad, which soon came to be called the
*Gestapo.” It was not pleasant work. The
squad would investigate a policeman’s pri-
vate life, check out a civilian complaint of
police extortion ‘or question a patrolman
on his beat. But it got results. Recently
the Chicago force established a similar
unit that serves as a division of internal
investigation.

To induce officers to speak up, a de-
partment may give promotions to police-

men who expose corruption among their

fellow officers, Sometimes suspected po-
10

licemen are transferred to different pre-
cincts to break up ties with lawless ele-
ments. In Denver, however, this merely
spread the corruption. Another suggestion
heard recently is stiffer sentences for con-
victed policemen, Frequently mentioned is
the matter of better police wages, Certain-
ly men exposed to constant danger while
upholding the peace and safety of the com-
munity deserve to be amply rewarded. In
addition, in some departments there is a
real need for more men to serve as super-
visors and inspectors. It is very difficult to
maintain discipline and efficiency in a
semimilitary organization when too many
patrolmen come under the direct super-
vision of only one man.

The repeated police scandals Involving
payoifs from gamblers have put the spot-
light on present antigambling legislation in
the United States. The present laws allow
Americans to place bets at a racetrack but
hot on a street corner. A prominent judge
recently criticized this double standard and
recommended that gambling laws be sepa-
rated from the body of criminal law on the
theory that a gambler is not as bad as a
burglar or a killer. It is suggested that
gambling be legalized, thereby doing away
with the need for bockmakers to pay pa-
trolmen to look the other way. But if that
would solve the bookie problem (without
luring many more into gambling), would
similar changes in legislation correct other
sources of corruption? Is drug addiction
to be legalized? Some have urged that
clinics be established where addicts could
get needed doses, thereby eliminating the
gigantic narcotic racket. But would it in-
vite many more people to take up the
habit? And what about prostitution? Are
traffic laws to be done away with too, so
there is no possibility of payoffs for traffic
violations? Obviously society cannot abol-
ish all law in order to prevent police cor-
ruption. Inasmuch as there must be laws,
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there are opportunities for payoffs, This
brings up the matter of the public’s role in
the policeman’s fight to stay honest.

The Public’s Responaibilily

Mayor Richard Batterton of Denver
made an interesting comment on the scan-
dal in his city: “It is not only a tragedy
in itself but In what it indicates about the
morals of our country as a whole,” In this
connection a remark by Philadelphia’s
Mayor Richardson Dilworth is noteworth, :
“For every politician who can beé bribed
there are at least ten businessmen waiting
in line for the privilege of bribing him.”
If these businessmen want to stay open
after legal hours, sell on Sunday where
prohibited by law, or park in no parking
zones, they will also be waiting to bribe
the patrclman on the beat. “The wonder
is,” said one police commissioner, “not that
cops go crooked, but that so many of them
stay honest,”

The policeman is a representative of a
cross section of the public from which he
came. Fundamentally he is just as honest,
or crooked, as a typical cross section of
that public. He has gone to the same
churches, the same public or parochial
schools. He reads the same newspapers and
has many similar interests, including the
desire for a comfortable income and some
pleasures in life. But when there is a gen-
eral moral breakdown, as exists today, and

citizens everywhere are working overtime
at being dishonest, what can society ex-
pect from its police? Donning the blue uni-
form does not make a man honest any
more than honesty comes to the shopkeep-
er by tying on his white apron or wearing
a gray business suit. Like the businessman,
somewhere along the line each police of-
ficer has to make a decision, and that will
show what he is made of. It is a decision
that faces, not only policemen, but the doc-
tor, the lawyer, the garage mechanic, the
corner drupgist, the college student, the
boy and girl in high gchool—it faces every-
one. In the policeman’s case, since he is
a symbol of law and justice, he should
surely want to make the right decision for
his conscience’ sake and to avoid a life of
hypocrisy.

But how can he make this choice of hon-
esty when society all around him has fallen
to the condition of ancient Jerusalem, of
which the prophet said: “Your princes are
stubborn and partners with thieves. Every
one of them is a lover of a bribe and a
chaser after gifts”? (Isa. 1:23) The an-
swer les in cultivating something higher
than the love of money, It lies in obedience
to higher laws than the community’s, He
must cultivate love of God and neighbor
and respect for godly principles, including
the cne that reads: “You are not to accept
a bribe, for the bribe blinds clear-sighted
men.” That is the only way anyone can
win the fight to stay honest—Ex. 23:8.

THE SUFERIORITY OF MORAL BEAUTY

Dr. Alexis Carrel, distinguished scientist, comments on the superiority of moral
beauty in his book Man, the Unknown: “Moral beauty is an exceptional and very
striking phenomenon. He who has contemplated it but once never forgets its aspect.
This form of beauty is far more impressive than the beauty of nature and of
science. It gives to those who possess its divine gifts, a. strange, an inexplicable
power. It increases the sirength of intellect. It establishes peace among men.
Much more than science, art, and religlous rites, moral beauty is the basis of

civilization”-—Pages 130, 131,
FEBRUARY 28, 1962
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PRIL 15, 1862, is the
unpleasant deadline
for many of the more
than eighty-four million
taxpayers in the United
'States. Their Federal
Income-tax refurns must
be filed by that date. Fill-
ing out this tax return is
an ordeal that involves
many painful hours of
mathematical computa-
Hons and strenuous ef-
forts to understand complex and wordy
tax forms and instructions. But what is
most painful is the generous bite the gov-
ernment takes from the taxpayer’s income
—20 percent for those in the lowest brack-
et and 91 percent for those in the highest
- bracket. But as unpleasant as taxes are,
they are generally recognized as being
necessary,

Governments need money in order to
function and to provide the many benefits
people have learned to expect from them.
The bulk of that money comes from taxa-
tion—involuntary contributions from the
people for the upkeep of their respective
governments, Taxes are their payment in
return for the maintaining of law and or-
der and other services,

Because of these services and the right
a government has to tax its people, Jesus
Christ said: “Pay back, therefore, Caesar’s
things to Caesar, but God's things to God.”
(Matt. 22:21) This command obligates
Christians to pay taxes, Caesar mints the
money and provides services for which he
is entitled to receive a portion of that mon-
ey back in taxes. Recognition of this by a
Christian means he will pay taxes on all

12

UNEARM
IHCOME!

" ' ?
<o ReFoRt

G:pm?
L=

?

his taxable income. He
will not become a law-
breaker by purposely
failing to report a por-
tion of it or by falsifying
his report,
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In the United States all
earned and unearned in-
come is usually subject to
taxation. Earned income
is the money or property
that you may receive in return for per-
sonal services such as wages and salaries.
Unearned income is what you receive from
the sale of property or from income that
comes from property such as real estate,
rentals, investments, and so forth.

If, in addition to your regular wages,
you receive a small income from practic-
ing a hobby during your spare time, this
income must be indicated on your tax re-
turn. So also must tips, commissions, fees
for service, bonuses, rewards, interest on
bank accounts and bonds, canceled debts,
dividends and capital gains from securi-
ties and other holdings, amounts recov-
ered from bad debts, vacation allowances,
and so forth.

When you win a prize or are awarded
an all-expense tour, the fair market value
of the prize or tour must be estimated and
reported as income. The value of turkeys,
hams, and so forth, that often are given
to employees on helidays are not required
to be reported with your income, although
the employer is permitted to deduct their
value from his income as a business ex-
pense, In the event that he should distrib-
ute cash, gift certificates and similar

AWARKE!

coMTRI guTions?T §

-3
"% 14
%



things that can be easlly converted into
money, you are required to report these
things as income.

The financial gain you receive from sell-
ing your house is taxable income unless
you purchase another house for an equal
or greater armnount within one year. Since
your house, furnishings, securities and au-
tomobile are classed as capital assets, any
financial gain from- the sale of them is
usually taxable, When they have been held
for six months or more only one half of
the profit you make is subject to taxation,
This is an attractive feature about capital
gains,

You must carefully ascertain all your
sources of income, whether you receive
money, goods or services, If someone does
work for you in payment for services you
rendered him, do not overlook his services
as taxable income. The market value of
them must be included in the amount you
report.

Willingness to obey Caesar’s tax laws
does not mean you should pay more than
is required. You do nothing wrong by
searching for every possible legal means
to reduce your tax bill. On this point con-
sider what the Lord President of the Court
of Session in Edinburgh, Scotland, said re-
garding the British taxpayer: “INo man in
this country is under the smallest obliga-
tion, moral or other, so to arrange his le-
gal relations to his business or to his prop-
erty as to enable the Inland Revenue to put
the largest possible shovel into his stores.
The Inland Revenue is not slow—and quite
rightly—to take every advantage which is
open to it under the taxing statutes for
the purpose of depleting the taxpayer’s
pocket. And the taxpayer is, in like man-
ner, entitled to be astute to prevent, so far
as he honestly can, the depletion of his
means by the Inland Revenue,” The same
can be said of taxpayers in other countries.

FEBREUARY -22, 1962

Exemptiona

A basic exemption of 3600 is granted
the American taxpayer. Anything earned
above this amount is taxed according to a
sliding scale, with the tax rate increasing
with greater income, requiring those who
have the most to pay the most.

If you are married, you may avail your-
self of an additional exemption of $600 by
filing a joint tax return with your wife. Tt
matters not whether she earned anything
or not. In some instances it is advisable
for husband and wife to file separate tax
returns, such as when both have capital
losses to deduct. Each can then deduct up
to $1,000, whereas the joint return is lim-
ited to $1,000. For each child you get an
additional $600 exemption.

Suppose you have a son under nineteen
years of age or one who was in school for
five months of the year and earns more
than $600 in his spare time. If you pro-
vide more than half of his support you are
entitled to claim a $600 exemption for him.
Because of his earnings he must file an in-
come-tax report of his own, but he may
also deduct the exemption of $600. Thus,
in this case, the basic exemption is used
twice on the same person,

In addition to the basic exemption you
are granted for yourself, you are entitled
to an additional $600 if you are sixty-five
years of age or over, and the same is true
for your wife. On a joint return, that would
give you an exemption of $2400, Blindness
entitles you to still another exemption of
$600.

The death of your mate does not de-
prive you of her exemption for that year.
The same is true of a child that dies short-
ly after birth. The exemption may be
claimed for the child even when it lives
only momentarily. Suppose the child is
born in December and dies in January of
the next year, you are entitled to the $600
exemption on your tax return for the clos-
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ing year as well as $600 on your tax re-
turn for the next year,

“Let us say you have an aged dependent
in your house who receives $650 from a
Social Security pension and an annuity of
$500. Although this totals more than the
basic exemption of $600, you may claim
the dependent exemption if you provide
more than half of the person’s support, be-
cause the Social Security pension of $650
is tax exempt. Suppose the dependent is
your father or mother, who is being sup-
ported by you and two brothers, with no
one providing more than half of the sup-
port. One can claim the exemption, never-
theless, if he provides at least 10 percent
of the support and the others sign a waiver
on the claim. .

What you receive ag gifts is not to be
considered as taxable income, This in-
cludes a bequest of a specific sum or of
specific property. But if the property you
receive as an heir produces income, that
income is taxable, The money you receive
from a life insurance policy upon the death
- of the insured is also exemnpt from income
tax,

Persons with much investment capital
often put a generous portion of it into
State and municipal bonds, since the in-
terest paid by such bonds is tax-exempt
income. In the case of stocks this holds
true for the first $50 a person receives in
dividends each year plus 4 percent of the
balance.

Deductions

You most likely want to avail yourself
of every deduction granted you by the
government Yet many taxpayers, due to
ignorance of the many deductions for
which they may qualify, unwittingly pay
more than is required. It has been esti-
mated that American taxpayers pay every
year approximately four billion dollars
more than they owe, Because of the sav-
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ings that can be had by knowing al} pos-
sible deductions, some persons feel that it
Pays to hire a tax expert tc help them
make out their tax return. They feel that
the money he saves them more than pays
for his fee, Suppose we consider some of
the deductions that may be able to help
you. '

Are you buying a home? Do not over-
look the interest you pay on the mortgage.
It is a permissible deduction. So also s the
interest or carrying charge you pay when
buying something on the installment plan.
The limit is 6 percent of the average un-
paid balance due.

Contributions to qualified organizations,
listed in the Internal Revenue, publication
entitled “Your Federal Income Tax,” are
permissible deductions. If you list them in-
stead of taking the standard deduction of
10 percent, you may deduct as much as 20
percent of your adjusted gross income, that
is, your total income minus exemptions
and deductions claimed. An additional de-
duction of 10 percent is permitted for con-
tributions made to religious organizations,
tax-exempt educational institutions and
tax-exempt hospitals. In the event that all
one’s contributions were made to such in-
stitutions, he would he entitled to deduct
as much as 30 percent,

For whatever claims you make be able
to substantiate them with proof. Canceled
checks, check stubs or a daily record of
your expenses is helpful when you are
questioned by a tax examiner.

The law allows for the deduction of cer-
tain transportation expenses resulting from
your business. It also permits travel de-
ductions for expenses incurred in chari-
table religious work such as missionary
activity. When you travel outside your
community to engage in religious activity,
such as to a religious convention, the
transportation costs, food and lodging be-
come deductible items on your income-
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tax return. Even used clothing and other
items contributed to a charitable organi-
zation are deductible at their fair market
value, In such instances the expenses are
classed as religious contributions and are
permissible within the 30-percent limit al-
ready discussed.

During the course of a year you pay out
s substantial amount In State and local
taxes. These can be deducted on your Fed-
eral tax return, Such taxes include State
income tax, admission taxes, real and per-

sonal property taxes, automoblle license

fees, poll taxes, stamp taxes, State gaso-
line taxes, use taxes and local and state
retail or sales taxes,

Do not pass over possible deductions
from casualty losses and theft. Damage
done by fire or storm to your car, home
or a valuable tree is a legitimate deduc-
tion. What it would cost to repair the dam-
age is a fair estimate of what to deduect,
provided that Insurance does not cover
the damage. If it does, you can make no
deduction. Stolen articles are also deducti-
ble, provided that you have satisfactory
proof that they were stolen and not mislaid.

Have you had any medical expenses?
Give them careful consideration for pos-
sible deductions. When they exceed 3 per-
cent of your adjusted gross income almost
all of them are deductible, That includes
the cost of diagnosis, treatment, limited
medical supplies, eyeglasses, dentures, hos-
pitalization, nursing, whether paid to phy-
sicians, surgeons, dentists, optometrists,
chiropractors or osteopaths, also premiums
for accident and health insurance. For per-
sons over sixty-five years of age the limit
of 3 percent is removed. Transportation
costs involved in getting medical treatment

are another deductible cost. When compen-
sation 1s received under a sick-benefit plan,
you can deduct as much as $10 when you
take an afternoon off from work for medz-
cal treatment of an injury,

Special work clothes that cannot be used
In ordinary wear, such as helmets, work
gloves, rubber boots, special uniforms, and
so forth, are necessary business expenses
that are legal deductions on your income-
tax return. So also are the expenses for
educational courses for improving your
skill in your employment or to meet re-
guirements established by your employer.

Income splitting is often found advanta-
geous by persons who own their businesses,
By making the various members of your
family, including infants, equal partners,
you can divide up the income from your
business and thus reduce, by a sizable
amount, your personal income tax, Anoth-
er method is to create a trust for the bene-
fit of a minor child in your family., Since
the trust pays its own income tax, the fa-
ther reduces the amount of his taxable
income. Several of such trusts can mean
a big saving for the man who receives a
large income,

Whether you are in the upper- or lower-
Income brackets, the yearly income-tax re-
turn is an unpleasant problem, Claim every
possible exemption and deduction to which
you are entitled. Make your report neat
and easily read, double-checking your
mathematics for accuracy. Have convine-
Ing arguments and adequate records to
support your claims in case a tax agent
questions you. Honestly fulfill your tax
obligation to Caesar, and then heave a
sigh of relief that the income-tax problem
is behind you for another year. '

FEBRUARY 22, 1962
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to disobey the order of the pastoral lette
violated the principles of free elections.
The reaction of the Catholic people of
Puerto Rico was also surprising to Prot-
estant eyes.

Instead of obeyving the order, a majority
of the people voted for the party that was
denounced by the clergy. They refused to
support the clerically endorsed Catholic
Action Party. The political meddling of the
clergy stirred up anticlerical feelings in
their flocks. In a few instances priests were
booed and in others some, devoted Catho-
lics walked out of the churches, The editor
of the San Juan Star wrote: “Because this
pastoral letter is . . . an affront to the peo-
ple who have built a model democracy, we
hope Pope John XXIII will transfer the
Bishops to posts outside Puerto Rico, and
that they will be replaced by representa-
tives of Catholicism who recognize the in-
dispensability of the principle of the sepa-
ration of church and state ina democracy.”

After the defeat of the Catholic Action
Party a legislative committee made an in-
vestigation of the elections and, among
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£ 212 datlon of the sacred in
the interest of the temporal ends of our
collective life. Every action of the highest
dignitaries of the church, as also of the
priests and prelates during this period,
constitutes the most serious challenge that
has ever been thrown down to our people,
a challenge which tends to destroy our
democratic and civic prerogatives. . . . The
right of the people and of the electorate
of Puerto Rico to establish and guarantee
a government of the people and for the
people, the basis of all democracy, would
be destroyed and in its place we would
have a government of clerical decree.”
The anticlericalism that manifested it-
self in Puerto Rico was not from Commu-
nists but from indignant Catholics. Their
opposition to the political meddling of the
priests did not mean they were turning

" apainst their religion. This is seldom the

case in the many Catholic countries where
there have been instances of anticlerical-
ism.

AWAEKE!



Elsewhere in the Americas
Even dictators who agree to union of

church and state and grant many privi-

leges to Catholic ¢leries can eventually be-
come incensed at clerical political activi-
ties. The former dictator of Argentina,
Juan Perén, found this to be the case. Al-
though a Catholic, he took anticlerical ac-
tion in 1954 by charging three bishops
with attempting to undermine his govern-
ment. From then until his overthrow the
Catholic clergy were confronted with re-
peated acts of anticlericalism. Clerical
teachers were purged from the state-
controlled schoals, the government subsidy
to Catholic schools of $6 million a year
was withdrawn, religious education was
abolished in public schools, all religious in-
stitutions were made subject to taxation,
a bill was passed to separate church and
state, many priests were arrested, two of
the highest church dignitaries were de-
ported and mobs burned several churches.
Again this was the action of Catholics,
not Communists.

Former dictator Trujillo of the Domini-
can Republic was also closely allied with
Catholic cleries for many years. In 1954
he sighed a concordat with the Vatican
. granting special treatment for the Catho-
lic clergy and religious of his country. But
after the arrest of a Catholic seminarian
in December, 1959, on charges of possess-
ing homemade bombs and then an attempt
on his life in Jaruary of 1960, his friendly
attitude toward the clergy changed. It ap-
pears that he had reasons for concluding
that the clerics were interfering in the po-
litical affairs of his government. Although
a Catholic, he launched an anticlerical
campaign. Daily the priests were attacked
verbally by the government radio Caribe.
In a period of five months, more than fifty
priests were expelled from the country for
political reasons by this indignant mem-
ber of their flock.

FEBRUARY 22, 1962

In view of these manifestations of anti-
elericalism by Catholics who resented po-
litical interference by clerics, it is not sur-
prising that Cuba is also experiencing a
wave of anticlericalism. In this country
where 90 percent of the people are Catho-
lic, the clergy have been showing displeas-
ure over the government. They cannot
influence it as they would like to. The pres-
ent rulers have accused them of interfer-
ing in the political affairs of the state and
have warned them to “stick to religious
and philosophical issues.” As in other pre.
dominantly Catholic countries they appar-
ently have not. Consequently, many priests
have been arrested and more than two
hundred Spanish priests and nuns have
been deported to Spain,

To the south of Cuba in the country of
Colombia, a violent display of anticlerical-
ism manifested itself in 1948 after the as-
sassination of the Liberal leader Jorge
Gaitén. Almost all the churches in the city
of Bogota were either destroyed or dam-
aged. The anger of the crowds that rioted
for eight days was also vented on the resi-
dence of the papal nuncio, laying it in ruins,
This popular display of anticlericalism was
not by people who hated the Catholic rell-
gion, but by Catholics themselves,

Mexico

A long history of oppressive clericalism
in Mexico prepared the way for repeated
eruptions of fierce anticlericalism in that
country, A particularly sore spot with
the poor people there was the enormous
wealth accumulated by the church. The
eighteenth-century bishops of Puebla,
Valladolid and Guadalajara were among
the richest men in Mexico. In his book
A History of Mexico, Professor Henry
Bamford Parkes states: “Early in the nine-
teenth century it was estimated that more
than half the land in use in Mexico had
become the property of the clergy. The
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Church, moreover, was a money-lending
institutlon, owning at least two-thirds of
the capital in circulation.” In view of this
it is understandable why José Morelos, one
of the leaders of an abortive revolution
against Spanish rule in the early part of
the nineteenth century, advocated the seiz-
ing of church lands. Although a Catholic,
he saw that this was necessary in the in-
terest of the economic welfare of the Mexi-
can people.

Later, under the presidency of Benito
Juérez, who also was a Catholic, drastic
decrees were made against the clergy. The
Laws of Reform provided for the seizure
of all ecclesiastical property except actual
church buildings. All monasteries and nun-
neries were to be suppressed, cemeteries
were to become national property and mar-
riage was to be by civil contract. Churches
were stripped and gutted wherever the
liberal armies went. Relics and images
were piled on fires, and monks who fought
in the ranks of the conservatives were shot.
All this was done by angry Catholics.

The crushing of liberal government by
the ruthless dictator Porfirlo Diaz did not
upset the clergy. Instead, they gave him
full support, using their influence to keep
the people submissive. Under the protec-
tion of this despot they regained much of
their power and began to accumulate prop-
erty -again, When the revolutionary gov-
ernment that was formed after the fall of
Diaz was usurped by another dictator,
Victoriano Huerta, clerics were quick to
support him as they had Diaz. It is not
surprising, therefore, that when Huerta
was overthrown anticlericalism flared up
viplently, with some priests being shot and
some churches being desecrated.

When it is seen how much the Mexican
people have suffered from clericalism, it is
understandable why the Catholic church
-today does not enjoy liberties in. Mexico
that she has in other liberty-loving coun-
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tries. It was with good reason that a for-
mer president of Mexico, Lazaro Cirdenas,
once said: “You claim that liberty of con-
science ig recognized by all nations living
under a regime of soclal and democratie
morality, but the Catholic church has al-
ways undermined any liberty of conscience,
. .. In Mexico, the Roman clergy has heen
the instigator and sustainer of most of our
bloody internal warfare and is still guilty
of treachery to the fatherland.”

Spain

Unlike Mexico, which broke free from
the strangling power of clericalism, Spain
is still captive to it. There clericalism is
In full bloom and liberty is in the deepest
dungeon. As the Catholic clergy have sup-
ported despots in the Americas so they
support the brutal dictatorship of Fran.
cisco Franco. Being a loval member of
the Catholic church, Franco fulfills the
wishes of the religious hierarchy, granting
union of church and state, church control
of education and the curtailment of free-
dom of worship. For his loyal service the
Roman Catholic Church gave him the high-
est pontifical decoration, the Supreme Or-
der of Christ,

Beneath the surface In Spain anticleri.
calism smolders dangerously, threatening
to burst out into a devastating conflagra-
tion. Fear that it will was indicated by
more than three hundred Basgue priests
who signed a protest that indicted the
Franco regime for destroying liberty and
for police brutalities, The protest was sent
to their bishops, but no action is expected
from the Spanish Catholic hierarchy. In
the indictment the priests said: “We trust
that this testimonial of priests in daily
contact with the people will be heeded. It
would be a grave mistake to discount the
seriousness of a situation which can harm
the Church in our diocese for generations
to come.”
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In jts report of this indictment, the
Manchester Guardian said: “The most vi-
tal part of the clerics’ letter emphasises the
idea that the Roman Catholic Church in
Spain. js so closely identified with the
Franco reglme that the Spanish people are
shunning the clergy.” In its report of the
same jncident the New York Times re-
marked: *The fear among the Franco op-
ponents in the Church is that if the re-
gime falls, the public may attack the
Church for allegedly having condoned dic-
tatorial abuses.” This same view wag ex-
pressed by journalist Herbert L. Matthews,
an expert on Spain. “As of today,” he says
in his book The Yoke and the Arrows, “it
is Generalissimo Franco who sits on that
lid, and I met few Spaniards who denied
that when he dies there is going to be an-
other explosion of anticlericalism.”

Murderous eruptions of Spanish anti-
clericalism have lashed Spain repeatedly
during the past 130 years. Churches have
been burned and nuns and priests slain by
members of their own flocks. This popular
resentment of the clergy stems from cleri-
cal support of harsh rulers who have op-
pressed the Spanish people unmercifully
and from the accumulation of vast riches
by the chureh while the people led lives of
poverty and hunger. During the nineteenth
century the Catholic church held from one
third to one half of all the money and prop-
erty of the country.

“The popular belief,” says Herbert Mat-
thews, “that the Church has wealth in ex-
cess of these needs [for operating its in-
stitutions and churches] and that it fattens
on the country’s revenues while the people
lead harsh and hungry lives has contrib-
uted to the extraordinary force of Spanish
anticleriealism. . . . A Spanish worker or
peasant will say: “The Church is rich; we
gre in misery. The Church supports the
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oppression of the Government: therefare
we are against the clergy. But we are
Catholics and remajn Catholics.’ Genera-
tion after generation this mentality has
been formed and whenever in maodern
times the bayonets that guarded the Mon-
archy and Church were removed, there
was a terrible popular outburst. Church
burnings and the killing of priests and
nuns, in their modern phase, go back to
1835."

Clergy to Blame

The Catholic clerpy have themselves fo
blame for the many expressions of anti-
clericalism on the part of their religious
flock, and the same can be said for the
Russian clergy of the Eastern Orthodox
Church. Unlike Jesus Christ, who kept sep-
arate from politics, they have persistently
meddled in political affairs and have given
their wholehearted support to despotic rul-
ers despite the suffering those rulers
brought upon the members of their church.
Unlike the apostles, who did not seek to
accumulate great material wealth, the
Catholic hierarchy has gathered great
riches and vast land holdings, What else
could this do but build up bitter resent-
ment among poor Catholics? During an
anticlerical demonstration in Spain, a
Spanish priest expressed succinctly the
reason for anticlericalism when he said:
“The church forgot the poor and now the
poor have forgotten the church.”

The religious leaders of Jesus’ day also
forgot the poor in their avid quest for
power and weaith, but Jesus Christ and his
apostles were different. They expended
themselves in behalf of the common peo-
ple. Where the Christianity they exempli-
fled exists there is no possibility of anti-
clericalism erupting among professing
Christians.
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By “‘Awake)" eorrespondent
In Urugnay

MILESTONE
inthead-
- vsncement of the
Kingdom work
was recently resched in the South Amerlcan
country of Uruguay. This was on October 28,
1961, when the Watch Tower Society’s new
branch office and missionary home was dedi-
cated. The dedication program, held in the new
Kingdom Hall, pointed up the flne advance-
ment that has been made in this country.
During the Saturday-afternoon portion of the
dedicatlon program, 8 German missionary who
has been in Uruguay since 1939 recounted the
early experlences of the five original German
pioneers who had wlinessed throughout Uru-
guay, traveling on bicycles loaded with tents,
small stoves, cots and literature, These pioneers
did the greater part of the Kingdom preaching
here up untll about 1945, when there were a
few more than thirty publishers in Uruguay.
Another speaker highlighted the growth of
the New World society here. Uruguay had been
handled by the Society through the Argentine
office until 1945, when a branch office was es-
tablished, That same year the Watchtower
Bible School of Gilead sent the first of a num-
ber of missionaries to Uruguay. Climexing the
year wag the first visit of the Scclety’s prest-
dent, N. H. Knorr. He reorganized the Branch
and Inaugurated the special pioneer work here.
In 1947 the first circult assembly was held, and
In 1948 the number of publishers had increased
to over 300. In 1954 a district assembly drew
an unexpected crowd of 1,032 persons; and for
the first tline radio and newspaper were used
to give extensive publicity to an assembly here.
In 1958 there were, on an average, 867 pub-

lishers. Then in 1959 the Society’s presi-
dent again visited Uruguay. He delivered
a public lecture to an audience of more
than 2,000 persons—by far the largest
theocratic assembly ever held in Uru-
guay. In 1961 came another new peak
in publishers—1,570. Today Uruguay,
with its populatlon of about 2,500,000
inhabitants, has one Kingdom minister
for 1,592 persons,

The last speaker on Saturday after-
noon showed that, in splte of the good work
already done, there is still room for expansion;
and the door to service is open to all to go
where the need is great in Uruguay.

Before and after this serles of talks, visiting
brothers and persons of good will had the oppor-
tunity to take a gulded tour of the new two-
story branch building. When approaching the
building, to the visitor's right is the Kingdom
Hall, which 1s faced with a wall of antique
brick, with windows lining the top of it. Vis
itorg saw the new office, with a miniature ship-
ping departinent, and the living quarters with
its dormitorles, kitchen and dining room.

In the evening, as the dedicatlon program
continued, the Kingdom Ministry School instruc-
tor explained and demonstrated the purpose
of the new school for overseers, The audience
was very appreciative upon learming how the
new branch building is being used for the
Kingdom Ministry School.

Then came the dedicatlon talk by a mls-
sionary who had been In Uruguay since the
Branch had been formed. He pointed out that
the work on the bullding began in August of
the previous year with excavation. In November
the second floor was already started, and In
February the roof was put on. In March plumb-
ing and elecirical fixtures were Installed. By
August, 1961, the main part of the building
was finished.

The speaker pointed out that this building
is an indication that Jehovah is blessing his
organization, that the structure is dedicated to
Jehovah, to serve as a center of Kingdom
preaching in this country. The dedication pro-
gram then ended with the singing of a Kingdom
song and with a prayer to Jehovah, thanking
him for the fine new bullding that marks an-
other milestone of advancement in Uruguay.

NE—=S
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By "Awake!”
correspondent
in
Brazil

G(.THE GREATEST Crkcus TRAGED
EARTH,” lamented the news head-
lines. “What a disaster!” cried President
Goulart as he covered his eyes to blot out
the terrible sight. For thousands the circus
had been the scene of tragedy; for many
it became a place of death.

For the past fifty-five years the “Great
North-American Circus,” operated by sev-
en Stevanovich brothers, had toured South
America—throughout Ecuador, Peru, Bo-
livia, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Para-
guay and Brazil. It was well known and
well liked for its animals, its stunts, jug-
gling, trapeze and daredevil acts, Now it
was December, the circus had come to
Niter6i, Brazil, and a special show for the
holiday season had been planned.

Of course, there are often rowdies that
show up, and some of that type put in an
appearance here at Niterdi too. They made
nuisances of themselves by heckling the
circus personnel, annoying the animals,
and trying to enter prohibited areas, and
they were reprimanded for it. But one
young rowdy resented it and vowed ven-
geance on the circus. Little could be done
to keep them in check, because there did
not seem to be enough men on hand to do
the job,
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he Sunday Show
j@&j Sunday afternoon came and so

e 1d the crowds. This was a big
day for the youngsters, and a spe-
cial program was put on for them.
rents sent their children
to circus and others went

- along with their young tots
@yﬁo be sure they had a pleas-
‘s¥§ant afternoon. Some par-

ents even went to the cir-
J.cus alone, leaving their
children at home with a

baby-sitter. About two
thousand were on hand for

Antonietta Stevanovich and her com-
panions had just finished their daring tra-
peze performance and descended to the
ring, where they received warm compli-
ments and loud applause from the audi-
ence. Suddenly, as she relates it, “T looked
up and saw fire. I couldn't believe my
eyes, Looking a second time, I was horri-
fied to see that the wind was fanning the
flames up over the audience. There was no
time te think. There was no time even to
make an announcement over the loud-
speaker to tell the people what to do, but
it seemed that most of them were getting
out safely. Then we hurried to see that the
animals were safe.” Looking around on the
charred remains of the benches, chairs,
poles and other rulned equipment, she con-
tinued in her mixed Spanish and Portu-
guese: “It was only later that I learned
that there was a jam at the main entrance
and people had died in the fire.”

Pandemonium

Most of those present were little chil-
dren. When the fire broke out, shouts of
‘“Fire! Fire!” threw the crowd into pande-
monium, The greater number tried to leave
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Aid frem Others

Governor Celso Pecanha, of the State
of Rio de Janeiro, declared three days of
mourning, He also asked for fifty million
cruzelros in aid from the federal govern-
ment, but this was raised to sixty million
by President Goulart. From within Brazil
as well as from abroad help of many kinds
was rushed to the sufferers. As always,
there are some heartless persons who self-
Ishly grab what is meant to help the un-
fortunate, So it was that various unscrupu-
lous ones both inside and outside the
hospitals were arrested when they tried to
rob some of the victims., Others were
thrown into prison for sidetracking cloth-
ing and other provisions that had been
sent to help,

But there were those who had softer
hearts, and when the governor called for
the services of all the carpenters and ecabi-
netmakers in the city to make coffins for
the dead, there was a ready response. The
local football stadium was turned into one
of the largest and saddest carpenter shops
in Brazil. For twenty-four hours they
worked unceasingly, and none would ac-
cept money for the services. Hardly were

the boxes finished when they were carriea
away on the heads and shoulders of the
workers, and the bodies were prepared for
buriel. Others labored hard to open up new
gravegs on the hillside. The funeral pro-
cession seemed endless, as men and wom-
en carried the dead to their resting-place.

How important understanding, assist-
arce and compassion are at a time such as
this! They assure one that he is not alone,
that others care, that they will help him
through the time of grief. But of how
much greater importance is the comfort
found in the Word of God! Even provisions
of food and clothing and human compas-
sion cannot impart the strength that God’s
Word does, because it shows why mankind
is so0 often beset with calamity. It makes
plain the wonderful hope that God gives.
In unmistakable terms it lets us know that
God cares.

Do you know your Bible well enough to
impart such life-renewing hope to those In
distress? It is such good news that Jeho-
vah’s witnesses bring to the homes of peo-
ple everywhere—in Niterdi and in your
community—and they will be glad to share
it with you.

L/Majic 8 O"‘j‘ﬂ ir gaLylon

Writing in An Encyclopedia of Occultism, Lewls Spence says:

“In ancient

Babylon, and Chaldea, magic was of course a department of priestly activity. ...
Chaldean magic was renowned throughout the world, particularly, however, its

astrological side. . .

. The great library of Assurbanipal, king of Assyria, .. .

affords us first-hand knowledge of Assyrian magic, He gathered numerous volumes
from the cities of Babylonia, and storing them in his great library at Nineveh,
had them copied and translated. In fact leiters have been discovered from Assur-
banipal to some of his officials, giving instructions for the copying of certain

incantations,

“Many grimoires [maglcian's manuals] too come from Babylonia, written during
the later empire,—the best known of which are the serles entitied Maklx, burning;
Utukki lmnuti, evil spirits; Labertu, hag-demon; and Nis kati, raising of the
hand. There are also available many ceremocnial texts which throw considerable

light on maglcal practice,

The Makiu for example contains eight tablets of

Incantations and spells against wizards and witches—the general idea running
through it being to Instruct the bewltched persons how to manufacture figures
of his enemies, and thus destroy them.”
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WHERE THE DOCTOR COMES ON

HE majority of the
population of the
world’s fifth-largest continent huddle the
coastline. Looking at Australia in an at-
las, you will observe that if you were
to run your finger from the northern tip
on the eastern side around the coast clock-
-wise to the southwestern corner you would
have covered the area occupied by nine
tenths of the just more than ten miilion
“Aussies.” Because of this one might im-
agine that those living in “The Great Aus-
tralian Lonelitess” of the interior are
without proper amenities and lack medical
and dental care, Such is not the case, be-
cause of an unusual service provided by
the Royal Flying Doctor Service of Aus-
tralia.
Doubtless, in times of need the majority
of people living in cities or towns would
call their family doctor by phone, but
many of the inhabitants of the vast cen-
tral areas of Australia rely on radio trans-
ceiver sets that
carry their calls
"hundreds of
miles to a Royal
Flying Doctor
Service base,
Your doctor
may respond to
your call by au-

By “Awokel"
correspondent
in Awvstralia

- How It Operates

The Flying Doctor Service had its start
hack in 1528 and was unique to Australia,
it being the first flying doctor service in
the world. However, now, because of its
success in providing a “mantle of safety”
over the isolated inland areas, a similar
service is being prepared for the Eskimos
in North America, Additionally, the Cana-
dians are considering it for their sparsely
populated inaccessible regions, and inquir-
ies have come from the Rhodesias of Afri-
ca. In fact, this system has aroused the
interest of medical authorities all over the
world.

Today the Royal Flying Doctor Service
is conducted by a federal council that con-
trols- the seven sections of territory into
which the interior of Australia is divided.
The purpose of this organization is to pro-
vide medical and dental services to white
and aboriginal persons living in thinly pop-
ulated areas throughout Australia. Addi-
tionally, from fime to time, special work
is undertaken in connection
with flood relief work,
searching for lost parties
and coordinating
cattle movements,

A clergyman,
John Flynn, was
instrumentalin

tomobile, but in
the enormous expanses
of the interior of Aus-
tralia, where distances
are often measured, not
by miles but by days,
most likely the doctor
will come on wings,
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system has grown to the extent that now
nine tenths of the 2,971,081-square-mile
continent is being cared for. For its opera-
tion radio outposts have been established
at pastoral homesteads, mining camps,
mission and police stations, totaling some
1,600 in all. These connect the “outback™
to fourteen Royal Flying Doctor Service
radio control bases. Each of the inland
base stations serves an area of about half
a million square miles. Few doctors in the
world have a practice that covers such a
large area.

As could be expected, the nature of the
calls received by the flying doctor varies
considerably. In case of an accident where
hospital treatment is needed the patient is
attended by a doctor who is flown to the
accident area. This occurred recently when
a stockman was thrown from his horse and
suffered a broken limb and internal inju-
ries. When the doctor arrived, the patient
was immediately flown in one of the wcll-
appointed aerial ambulances to the nearest
hospital. Frequently, not only has the doc-
tor attended the patient but the patient is
in a hospital in less time than is average
for a regular suburban call.

Anxiety is much relieved because of the
existence of this arrangement for about
two thirds of the one million inhabitants
of the inland areas, and life is made much
more tolerable. To the businessmen, stock-
men, drovers and prospectors who take
their families into the sun-drenched coun-
try of the interior it brings the confidence
that they will not have to be without mod-
ern medical aid despite the distance from
civilization and weeks of isolation,

Radio Diagnosis and Treatment

In the Northern Territory of Australia
the wife of a cattle station owner became
quite ill, with a pain in the side, when
alone at the homestead. Fortunately she
knew what to do, and immediately a call
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was put through to the nearest Royal Fly-
ing Doctor Service base. The doctor who
took the call performed what is termed
“radio-diagnosis.” This is a subtle art in
which the doctor has to use someone else’s
eyes and fingers to do the examining so
that immediate first aid can be given to
the patient. -

The effectiveness of this technique was
commented on by Dr. Allan Vickers, di-
rector of bases and medical superintendent
of the Queensland section of the Royal Fly-
ing Doctor Service, 'in these words: “Do
not take radio diagnosis too cheaply. It is
like everything else, a matter of practice,
especially if you are an orderly thinker.
You merely use somebody else’s eves, some-
body else’s fingers. In fact, the bushman
is a very quick thinker, and bush people
are observant, It is fascinating how ac-
curate such a diagnosis can be.”

Hence a doctor may perfortn an exami-
nation by remote control. He has to be
careful not to put words into the mouth
of the one doing the examination, so he
avoids asking leading questions, but rath-
er, “What do you notice about the patient’s
eyes? skin?” and so forth. In the case cited
above, after carcful interrogation the wom-
an’s complaint was correctly diagnosed as
kidney trouble and she was given appro-
priate attention,

But how is a doctor able to prescribe and
supply medical treatment over the air?
After successfully carrying out an exami-
nation and reaching a conclusion, a doc-
tor, if necessary, will refer to a standard-
ized medicine chest. One of these is
provided at every radio transceiver post.
Each chest contains a first-aid book, an
anatomical chart and instructions on the
use of the various drugs and medical sup-
plies contained in it. For the convenience
of the outback inhabitants the medicines
are numbered, and in this way the doctor
has only to refer to a numbered item in the
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chest for the correct treatment to be ap-
plied. The doctor has an identical medicine
chest beside him as he prescribes and
hence is able to be exact in this matter.
Naturally doctors prefer to conduct a per-
sonal exarhination of the patient, but so
often In emergencies this is not possible,

Expanding Operations

Back in 1928 there was one flying doc-
tor, one airplane, one pilot and one radio
operator attached to the service. Now
there are five doctors, nine pilots, sixteen
radio operators and eleven Royal Flying
Doctor Service planes throwing this veil
of security over the outback inhabitants,
It might be expected that this service
would be costly to the patients; however,
such is not the case. The service is sub-
sidlzed by the Australian government and
is free to those who cannot afford to pay.
Others are lnvited to contribute toward
the costs, the rates of contribution usually
depending upon the capacity of the prop-
erty owned.

The radio transceiver sets used in this
vast network have been modified over the
years, An Australian engineer developed
the prototype pedal radio that trahsmitted
key signals over an area of some 300 miles.
Now quite modern battery-operated “Trae-
ger” transceivers can be seen throughout

the inland. These operate on both short
and medium wave lengths, Naturally, with
so many of these sets in existence and
these providing the main method of con-
veying messapges, a schedule is necessary
to control use of the sets,

Emergency calls may be sent at any
time. However, at established times
throughout the day the Radio Clinic comes
on the air. At that time the doctor becomes
available for consultation, At other times
hospitals stand by and provide medical ad-
vice to those requesting it. All stations are
requested to keep the air clear at these
times so that this service can be provided.
In the fiscal year of 1958-1959 doctors
conducted 10,459 consultations with the
people of the inland: In conjunction with
this the Royal Flying Doctor Service
planes flew over a half million miles and
carried 1,341 patients. Truly a valuable
service is rendered by the Royal Flying
Doctor Service,

Are comparable services available in
your community for cases of emergency?
If you do not know, find out now. No mat-
ter where you live, whether in the heart
of a bustling metropolis or in an isolated
hinterland, familiarize yourself with serv-
ices that are available so that you may act
promptly when the health and well-being
of yourself or your family are at stake.

A MHitacle ox #ata( Woek?

In Recife, the third-larpgest city of Brazil, an assembly of Jehovah's witnesses
was to be held in a theater that had been converted into a dance hall during a
carnival, For four days round the clock people danced on top of planks and boards
resting across the top of the theater seats, Shortly after the carnival ended, the
assembly was to begin. The city engineers investigated the theater. Their verdict
was that it would take a minimum of forty-eight hours’ work to clean it and
get it ready for the assembly. Only “by a miracle of Christ,” they sald, could
it be cleaned in less time. The assembly could not wait forty-elght hours. Ninety-
nine Witnesses, armed with crowbars, brooms, shovels, buckets, mops and other
cleaning equipment, marched in and went to work. In a few hours they emerged.
The bullding glistened like new., “This is llke a dream,” sald a city officlal, No
dream, no miracle, just hard work for a worthy cause,
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Who Are the
“Many Antichrists’?

AU DARITENERA

r[‘HE term ‘‘antichrist” is a Scriptural
expression. In the Bible it appears but
five times and that only in the letters of
the apostle John: “Just as you have heard
that antichtist is coming, even now there
have come to be many antichrists.” ‘“The
antichrist [is] the one that denies the Fa-
ther and the Son.” “This is the antichrist’s
inspired expression which . . . is already
in the world.” “Persons not confessing Je-
sus Christ as coming in the flesh” are “the
deceiver and the antichrist.”—1 John 2:
18,22; 4:3; 2 John 7.

Few Scriptural subjects have aroused
more speculation than has this of the anti-
christ. Encyclopedias, both secular and re-
ligious, devote much space to it. But
whether it is the Protestant McClintock
& Strong's Cyclopedia, or The Catholic
Encyclopedia, The Encyclopedia America-
na or the greatly differing editlons of The
Encyclopeedia Britannica, they appear to
have little to offer except to list the specu-
lations past and present and to point out
their weaknesses,

Some trace the thought of the -anti-
christ back to the ancient Babylonian and
Persian myths, others to the prophecies of
Daniel, and still others to certain Jewish
traditions. Most modernists hold to a grad-
ual development of the idea. Some in times
past have held that the antichrist was An-
tiochus Epiphanes, desecrater of Jehovah's
temple in 168 B.C.; others, that it was Pom-
pey, who invaded the temple in 63 B.C.
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Still others, including certain popes of
Rome, labeled Mohammed the antichrist,
whereas most Protestant reformers
claimed that the papacy was the antichrist.

According to some the antichrist repre-
sents gne man; others hold it to be a move-
ment, and, then again, others hold that it
is merely the principle of evil, possessing
no personality, Many different views are
also held as to the length of his sway, con-
cerning which theories McClintock &
Strong's Cyclopeedia states: ‘“After all the
learning and labor spent upon the question,
we must confess that it is yet left un-
solved.” At best this authority can only
conclude that “the Scriptures employ the
term with both a general and limited sig-
nification.”

If we accept the writings of the apostle
John as inspired, we cannot for a moment
allow the thought that his reference to the
antichrists is but the development of a pa-
gan myth. Neither can we then apply the
term 1o any who lived before Jesus Christ
came to the earth, lived and died. Neither
can we limit it to one individual, even as
we canhot apply it to merely an abstract
principle.

The term “antichrist” means against,
opposed to or in the place of Christ. To
understand properly who are antichrists
we must first have clearly in mind who
Christ was. According to the Seriptures,
Jesus Christ had a prehuman existence as
the Logos or Word, and as such was God’s
active agent in the creation of all things
seen and unseen. (John 1:1-3) In God's
due time he came to earth, being born of
a virgin. (Matt. 1:23; John 3:13; Gal. 4:4)
Upon reaching manhood’'s estate he en-
tered upon his life’s work, witnessing to
the truth of his Father's name and king-
dom, and then died as the Lamb of God
to take away the sin of the world. {(John
18:37; 1:29) On the third day he was res-
urrected from the dead and after forty
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days ascended Into heaven, there to be
enthroned at the right hand of Jehovah
God.—1 Cor. 15:3, 4; Luke 24:46; Acts 1:
3;: Heb. 1:3.

In its general sense the term “anti-
christ” applies to any and all persons that
deny any of these facts about Jesus of
Nazareth; who, In the words of John, deny
that Jesus is the Son of God, that he came
In the flesh and that he is the promised
Messiah, the Christ; all who are not on the
glde of Christ. This is in keeplng with the
" principle Christ himself enunciated: “He
that is not on my side is against me, and
he that does not gather with me scatters.”
This therefore would include the profess-
edly Christian modernists az well as all
other religious opposers: the “false
Christs” mentioned by Jesus In his great
prophecy and “the man of lawlessness . . .
the son of destruction” the apostle Paul
writes about. The term would necessarily
take In all organizations of men that are
opposed to Christ’s kingdom, among which
are Communism and the United Nations.
—Matt. 12:30; 24:24; 2 Thess. 2:3.

All the forepoing are included in the
“many antichrists.” However, the apostle
John also uses the term in a restricted
sense, applying it to those who are apos-
tates, to those who once were a part of the
Christian community, the congregation of

God. Concerning these John goes on to

say: “They went out from us, but they
were not of our sort; for if they had been
of our sort, they would have remalned
with us. But they went out that it might
be shown up that not all are of our sort.”
—1 John 2:19,

These are Included among the ones the
apostle Paul referred to when he wrote:
“But the lawless one’s presence is accord-
ing to the operation of Satan with every
powerful work and lying signs and por-
tents and with every unrighteous decep-
tion for those who are perishing, as a ret-
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ribution because they djd not accept the
love of the truth that they might be saved.
So that is why God lets an operation of
error go to them, that they may get to
believing the lie, in order that they all may
be judged because they did not believe the
truth but took pleasure in unrighteous-
ness.”—2 Thess, 2:9-12.

Jesus alzso referred to an apostate anti-
christ: “But if that evil slave should say
in his heart, ‘My master is delaying,’ and
should start to beat his fellow slaves and
should eat and drink with the confirmed
drunkards, the master of that slave will
come on‘a day that he does not expect and
in an hour that he does not know, and will
punish him with the greatest severity and
will assign him his part with the hypo-
crites.,” In this prophecy Jesus contrasts
this evil slave with the faithful and dis-
creet slave whom the master had placed
over all his belongings and who today can
be identified by his feeding God's people
with gpiritual truth and taking care of the
Master’s kingdom interests upon earth,
—Matt. 24:45-51.

The facts show that today there is an
“evil slave” that keeps beating his fellow
slaves, Because of this conduct he becomes
an antichrist even though he may accept
all the facts listed about Jesus of Nazareth.
Why? Because Jesus said; “To the extent
that you did it to one of the least of these
my brothers, you did it to me.” Remember
also that because Saul persecuted Christ’s
followers Jesus said to him: “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting.” The evil slave,
therefore, by mistreating his fellow slaves
is mistreating Christ and hence is an anti-
christ. that “went out from us.”-——Matt.
25:40; Acts 9:1-5.

Thus we see that the term “antichrist”
is a broad one. It properly applies to all
those who deny what the Scriptures say
about Jesus of Nazareth, or who oppose
his kingdom, or who mistreat his followers,
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Peruvian Avalanche

@ On January 10 about seven
o'clock in the evening an
eastimated 3,000 to 4,000 per-
sons were buried under tons of
ice, boulders and mud that
plunged suddenly Irom the
heights of Huascaran, a 22-
205-foot extinct volcano, Eye-
witnesses who were on high
ground missed by the ava-
lanche said that it was about
three-quarters of a mile wide
as it crashed through settle-
ments in'the valiey. The village
of Ranrahireca, located about
200 miles northwest of Lima,
was completely wiped out, kill-
ing some 450 of its 500 inhabit-
ants. On December 13, 1941, a
similar disaster in the same
vicinity killed an estimated
total of more than 3,000 per-
SONS.

Dutch Traln Wreck

@® On January 8 a speeding
express traln, en route from
Leeuwarden to Rotterdam,
stammed into the side of a
commuter irajin near Woerden,
in western Netherlands, The
force of the crash telescoped
coaches, thrusting them into
the air, from where they top-
pled to the ground in splintered
wreckage. The accident was
the worst rail disaster in Dutch
history, killing 91 persons and
injurlng at least 55 others.
The worst previous wreck was
in 1918 when 38 persons were
killed.
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Sclentific Knowledge

& On January 3 Charles D.
Palm, dean of the New York
State College of Agriculture
at Cornell Unijversity, told a
conference in New York that
“with our current rate of de
velopment knowledge is dou-
bling every ten years.” He inter-
estingly observed: “In spite of
the long history of science in
the world it is estimated that
of all the scientists who ever
lived, 90 percent are alive
today.'”

Detfense Plans

- @ During December the United

States government announced
that it had abandoned its wide-
ly publicized plans to mount
Minuteman intercontinental
ballistic missiles on mobile
trains that would elude attack
by constantly being on the
move. Officials estimated that
$108,000,000 had already been
spent on the program, expens-
es including laboratory work
and the building and testing of
a special prototype missile car,
Plans now call for the build-
ing of an increased number
of underground missile-launch-
ing bases for the 6,300-mile-
range Minuteman.

Hotel on the Moon

@ Much has been said In re-
cent months about the pros-
pects of landing humans on
the moon. Perhaps one of the

most optlmistic prognostica-
tors is Edward Spatz, manag-
ing director of the Hotel Shel-
burne, New York city. To back
up his optimism he offered: “If
I don't have a hotel on the
moon in ten years—be my
guest at the Hotel Shelburne
for a week—everything on the
house,”

Holldny Traffic Deaths

@ Traffic deaths in the United
Statez for the itwo year-end
holidays totaled 861, 524 being
killed during the Christmas
weekend and 337 over the New
Year's weekend. The Christ-
mas {otal was the highest for
a seventy-eight-hour period
since the black Christmas of
1955, when 609 were killed.

Printing Statistics
@® The Times Talk, g publica-
tion that gives Information
about the New York Times,
reported that the December 3
Times was the largest ever
printed. Each paper welghed

.6 pounds 3% ounces, to top by

3 ounce the previpous record
issue of September 11, 1960.
It took 160 tons of ink and
4,550 tons of newsprint
(approximately 6,100 rolls) to
print the December 3 edition
of ahout 1,450,000 copies. The
circulation of Awake/, which
is semimonthly, is some 2,230,
000 copies In English alone.
(It is also printed in twenty-
four aother languages.) For the
English edition it takes about
3,000 pounds of Ink and 104
tons of paper. The Watchtower
Society manufactures all the
ink used in its publications.

Latin tg Stay

® The Vatican has received
many reguests from bishops
for permission to have at least
parts of the Mass said in the
language of the comnmon peo-
Ple sa that they can under-
stand it, instead of in the dead
language of Latin. Pope John,
however, recently rejected the
plca when he said: “It is a
duty to make sure that the
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Latln language maintains 15
regal sceptre and its noble
dominion in all solemn liturgy.
.. . It must continue to main-
taln its sovereign position to
which it has every right.”

To Ald Clear Expression

& The trustees of the Harrlet
Pullman Schermerhorn trust
have given the University of
Chicago $300,000 for the im-
pravement of clear writing
among the students. It was
noted that even many educated
persons have difficulty express-
ing themselves understandably
and effectlvely in writing. Mrs.
C. Phillip, one of the trustees,
explained the purpose of the
donatlon: “The trustees . ., are
deeply concerned at the failure
of many of our schools and
colleges to teach students to
use the English language effec-
tively. . . . In particular, they
hope that students in the Uni-
versity of Chicago will learn
to express themselves with
clarity and precision, in good,
straightforward English, and
that they will be fully pre
pared and eager to teach
others to do likewise.”

Potatoes Dumped

& An estimated surplus of
19,000 tons of potatoes in the
South Island of New Zealand
will have to be buried this year
by farmers or be used as pig
food. Two reasons were given
for dumping the potaioes:
bumper dérops and inability to
export surpluses to Australia.
In some cases the yicld was
16 tons to the acre. The Potato
Board will have to pay the
farmers £260,000 or approx-
mately $730,000.

Transatlantic Travel

@ During 1961 there were for
the first time more than 2,000,
000 passengers who flew
acrosg the Atlantic, while 785,
© 000 traveled by sea. The 1956
travel statistics reveal the
tremendous Increase in ailr
travel: At that time there were
only 835000 air passengers,
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while LU0 traveled by
ship. Statlsties were supplied
by the Trans-Atlantle Passen-
ger Steamship Conference and
the International Alr Trans-
port Assoclation.

School Vandallsm

@ Taxpayers of the Detroit
School District lay out more
than $100,000 a year to repair
the damage Inflicted on the
district’s 300 buildings by ju-
venile vandals. According to
John D. L'Hote, supervising
engineer for the district, *‘we
spend $20,000 a year for new
windows” t{o replace about
40,000 panes of glass broken
by vandals. *“We've tried
screening the windows, but it
does no good,” he said. “The
kids just poke metal rods
through the screens and break
the windows anyway." It was
noted that the vandalism prob-
lem is growing all the time.

Fire Death Toll

& The National Fire Protec-
tion Assoclatlon reported that
during 1961 some 11,700 per-
sons were killed in fires in the
United States, about 6,100 of
themn in their homes. This to-
tal, representing more than
thirty-two deaths a day, was
the highest since 1954, when
12,000 lives were claimed.

Earth’s Atmosphere

& With the advent of the
space age a few years ago
mhan’s knowledge of the earth’s
atmosphere hag been greatly
increased. Before 1958 scientlf-
fc knowledge of the upper
atmosphere was limited essen-
tlally to altitudes of about
60 miles, but during the past
four years data from satellites
and sounding rockets have
given scientists a good de-
scription of the atmosphere up
to heights of 900 miles, in-
cluding significant information
on distances beyond-that. It is
now believed that the first
T2 miles of atmosphere Ifrom
the earth is composed primari-
ly of nitrogen and oxygen,

followed by a layer made up
mainly of axygen, which ex-
tends about 600 miles out
Irom the earth, Next, contrary
to previous opinlon, it has been
found that, instead of the
lightest element hydrogen,
there is an intervening layer
of hellum, the second-lightest
element. According to the
latest information, this ex
tends to about 1,500 miles,
where the hydrogen layer be-
gins and extends with decreas.
ing density to about 6,000
miles.

Cars in Rome

® On January 4 the Province
of Rome issued its 500,000th

license plate. Its first one was

issued on March 15, 1927, and
the plates have heen numbered
consecutively since then. There
are an estimated 293,000 auto-
mobiles in the city of Rome
and about 3,000,000 in Ttaly.
This represents about one car
for every four families in the
country.

Tree Nettle Kills Youth

@ On December 25 two youths,
19 and 20, went on a shooting
expedition near Dannevirke,
New Zealand, and wandered
through a patch of native sting-
ing nettle, believed to have
been the common tree iype,
known as the urtica ferox.
Both were wearing shorts and
took little notice of the stings.
Later, they hecame drowsy
and one collapsed. When the
other attempted to go for help
he found that his legs were
paralyzed. A search party re
covered the young men and
rushed them to the hospital,
where both lapsed into uncon-
sciousness. The 19-year-.old

- dled five hours after admission,

despite the hospital’'s use of
all known antidotes. It is be-
lleved that a form of formic
acid, similar to that in a bee
sting, was Injected Into the
skin by the nettle halrs. The
nature of the poison, which
has not been definitely eatab-
lished, causes a general paral-
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ysls o1 the central nervous
gystem, unconsciousness and
blinaness.

Polygamy In Africa

@& In recent years many Afri-
can women have adopted West-
ern styles of dress and now
even attend soci:l affairs with
tlieir hushands. However, sinee
polygamy is practiced, it is
sometimes noted that the wife
an official brings to a funciion
one evening may not hc the
same one he brings to a func-
tion on another evening. On
one occasion a high parliamcn-
tarian explained to ‘2 newly
arrived ambassador: “As a
tribal chief I am entitled to
have six wives, hat as a good
Catholic I have only two.”

Shrine for Bible Scrolls

@ On Deccmbar 17 it was an-
nounced that construction was
under way in the Isracii sector
of Jerusalem fo huild a shrine

to house the famed Dead Sea
Serolls and other rare Bible
manuscripts. The struciure
will be unique in that it will
be entirely underground ex-
cept for its dome, an idea sug-
gested by the fact that the
Scrolls were found in a cave.
The econsiruction is scheduled
for completion in Secptember,
1963. Among some of the Dead
Sea Scrolls to be kept at this
location are the two oldest
known manuscripis of the
hook of Isaiah,

Climate of Fear

@ Dr. Lester L. Coleman, a
noted New York eve, ear and
throat surgeon, in a recent
speech expressed concern over
the cffect that the terrible
fears of the ape will have
upon children. “I'mm worried
ahout all the children 12 years
old and under who arc grow-
ing ap in this hysterical fear
of nuclear war,"” he said. “We're

going to come up with a
generation of the maost neurot-
ic people we've seen yet if we
don't come to our senses.” He
also noted that there was an
increased fear of discase and
death. “I have palients who
come in dying from illnesses
they will never have,” he said.

Proper Identification
@ A senior citizen of western
Canada turned away sadly
when the bank manager told
him that he could not cash his
old-age pension check without
some  kind of identification.
Suddenly he remembercd some-
thing. He quickly returned to
the counter and removed his
lower plate. There clearly
marked on a piece of adhesive
tape was his name. With the
money in his pocket and tocth
back in his mouth the elderly
gentleman turned away hap-
pily.
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Jehovah's witnesses come from all
nations and all walks of life?

their unity of doctrine and activity
has caused worldwide comment?

in spite of greot opposition, thairs
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ganizatian in the world today?
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Can You Answer This Question?

Your future depends on it. But you need not
rely on your own views or those of other
commentators on world offairs. The correct
armawer is to he found only in the Bible. To
help you find it, the two magazines, “The
Wotchtower” and “Awake!,” are devoted to
instruction from the Bible that is needed for
our times. You should read both regularly.

Send the coupon below with 14/-
(for Australia, 16/-; for South Africa, 1.40},

The Watchtower
Awake!
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