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"Now it is high time to awake." 
-.o",onl 13,1' 

Volume XL London, England, November 8, '959 Number ", 

NOT every-
one in the world 

puts personal ad­
vantage and personal profit first in life, 
although it would seem so from the way 
people act in the business world. There 
are persons who realize that a rich, useful 
and satisfying life cannot be had by living 
for oneself. It comes from doing things for 
other people, especially for people who 
cannot repay in a material way. This was 
pointed out by Jesus Christ when he said: 
"When you spread a dinner or evening. 
meal, do not call your friends, or your 
brothers or your relatives or rich neigh­
bors. Perhaps some time they might also 
invite you in return and it would become a 
repayment to you. But when you spread a 
feast, invite poor people, crippled, lame, 
blind; and you will be happy, because they 
have nothing with which to repay you." 
-Luke 14:12-14. 

Some persons have gone to great per­
sonal sacrifice to fulfill their desire to be 
of service to mankind. Albert Schweitzer, 
for example, left Europe many years ago 
to live among natives in French Equato­
rial Africa as a medical missionary. He 
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felt that he was serving mankind by giv­
ing medical help to those natives. 

Others believe they can serve mankind 
by helping to build or to operate hospitals 
in their respective communities. Still oth­
ers engage in welfare activities. An Eng­
lish clergyman, who established an organi­
zation for helping people, states that his 
associates "spread the Gospel without 
preaching it." He feels that this is done 
by helping people in need. 

The desire of these people to help oth­
ers is commendable, but not everyone who 
wants to be of service to mankind can be 
a medical missionary or a builder of hos­
pitals or a founder of a welfare organiza­
tion. Others try to serve by volunteering 
time and money to organizations that are 
dedicated to fight disease or to do welfare 
work. 

Could even these people see more direct 
results from their service? Yes, by means 
of a service that benefits mankind far more 
than medical treatment, food and clothing. 
Such things bring only temporary com­
fort to sick or impoverished people and do 
not get at the cause for human suffering. 
The service that brings lasting benefits is 
spiritual. It transforms thinking so that 
persons who formerly had love only for 
themselves now exercise love for others, 
and persons who ignored right principles 
now live by them. It is a service that 
brings comfort and hope to people who 
sigh and cry because of the abominable 
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things that are done in the present worldly 
system of things. This service is the 
preaching of the good, comforting news 
of God's kingdom. 

No amount of charity will change the 
wicked system that causes people to be im­
poverished, hungry, poorly clothed and 
sick. What will help these people most and 
in a lasting way is a new system of things, 
a new world. By means of his kingdom Je­
hovah God has purposed to establish such 
a world. The most beneficial service a 
person can do for mankind is to comfort 
those who mourn and suffer, by telling 
them this good news. 

The kingdom of God will make the 
sweeping changes necessary for perma­
nently eliminating oppressive rulers, in ... 
justice, greed, poverty and sickness. It will 
strike at the very root of mankind's trou­
bles. The fact that this will take place in 
our generation gives hope to the poor, sick 
and oppressed. It gives them the spiritual 
uplift that makes life worth living under 
the most trying circwnstances. 

Jesus Christ considered the preaching 
of the good news of God's kingdom to be of 
foremost importance. Although he miracu­
lously healed sick people and provided food 
for multitudes, he did not make that his 
principal activity. Preaching the truths of 
God's Word and the good news of the King­
dom came first. To a crowd that he had 
miraculously fed he said: "You are looking 
for me, not because you saw signs, but be­
cause you ate from the loaves and were 
satisfied. Work, not for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that remains 
for life everlasting." (John 6:26, 27) Such 
food is spiritual food It feeds and upbuilds 
the mind in righteousness and truth; it 
changes a person's manner of living so 
that it is in harmony with God's will The 
people who received this instruction in the 
first century were spiritually healthy and 
exercised love for one another. 
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It is no different today. People can be 
benefited in the same manner despite the 
fact that they live in a world that is spirit­
ually sick. The magazine Saturday RevieuJ 
stated: "So long as the world is ruled by 
self-firsters it will grow increasingly sick. 
... So education must include not only the 
will to serve, but the knowledge of what 
is needed." The people of this spiritually 
sick world need spiritual food. That is their 
greatest need. 

Proclaiming the good news of God's 
kingdom, building up faith and teaching 
people to live by Scriptural principles is 
of far greater service to distressed man­
kind than concentrating on charity drives 
or on other means for giving material 
help. It is a work of service to others that 
persons in all walks of life can engage in. 
According to Scriptural command the pri­
mary work for Christians today is preach­
ing the good news of God's kingdom and 
the enlightening truths of God's Word. 
This was foretold by Jesus Christ when he 
said that the good news of the Kingdom 
would be "preached in all the inhabited 
earth for the purpose of a witness to all 
the nations, and then the accomplished end 
will come." The apostle Paul also stressed 
it when he said: "For with the heart one 
exercises faith for righteousness, but with 
the mouth one makes public declaration 
for salvation."-Matt. 24:14; Rom. 10:10. 

The English clergyman who claims that 
acts of charity can "spread the Gospel 
without preaching it" is wrong. Kindness 
and good deeds may confirm what is 
preached, but they do not substitute for 
spiritual instruction. They do not fulfill 
the Scriptural command to preach. By 
preaching the good things of God's Word 
as Christ did you can serve God and, at 
the same time,. be of the best service to 
mankind. It is a lifesaving work. It is the 
work that Jehovah's witnesses are doing 
in all the inhabited earth. 

AW,AK'E! 



9ht "uut 6t« OCfOt., 
the story, but what 
he did find has 
raised a controver­
sy that more than 
ten years of time 
has not settled. He 
found a cave filled 
with ancient clay 

AND CHRISTIAN FAITH 
IT 

SEVERAL views of the Dead Sea (or 
Qumran) scrolls are common today, for 

the four words "the Dead Sea scrolls" stir 
vastly conflicting sentiments. While many 
people still do not know what those scrolls 
are, those who do cannot agree on what 
they mean. 

Reference to the scrolls reminds people 
who believe the Bible of a major proof of 
its accuracy, and of a strong attack on the 
critics who have contended that the Bible 
has changed down through the centuries. 
But among the critics of the Bible, those 
who do not believe that what it says is 
true, reference to these scrolls recalls their 
most recent attack on Christianity-an at­
tack that, through the medium of several 
low-priced paper-bound books, has had a 
very wide circulation. How can the same 
scrolls possibly stir such conflicting senti­
ments on the part of two 
evidently intelligent and 
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jars. But if he hoped for treasure, appar­
ently there was none. All that he found in 
the jars were some ancient leather scrolls, 
wrapped in linen. But, then, perhaps these 
scrolls had some value. 

The dealer in Bethlehem was not greatly 
concerned about the scrolls, but eventually 
(for a handful of coins, it is said) four of 
them came into the possession of the Or­
thodox Archbishop of Jerusalem. Experts 
first said they were worthless, but Dr. Wil­
liam F. Albright of Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity was astounded by them. He immedi­
ately dated the Isaiah scroll, twenty-three 
feet long and bearing the complete text of 
the Bible book of Isaiah, at 100 B.C. It was, 
he said truthfully, "an absolutely incredible 
find." Every test of modern science, in­
cluding carbon-14 dating, has verified his 
statement. The value of such a scroll is 

fantastic! 

weB-informed groups of 
people? The answer lies 
in the contents of the 
scrolls, and in the kind 
of deductions that have 
been made from them. 

Ncu:O'rllth 
o v~r-c" 

For years scoffers had 
delighted in throwing up 
to anyone who accepted 
the entire Bible as being 
true the great lapse of 
time between the writ­
ing of the Hebrew Scrip­
tures (often called "Old 
Testament") and the 
oldest copies of it avail­
able today. The oldest 
reliably dated copy of 
an original-language He­
brew Bi ble manuscript 
dated from about A.D. 

The amazing story of 
the scrolls started in 
1947 with a very simple 
act. A Bedouin lad was 
combing the rocky cliffs 
near the northwest 
coast of the Dead Sea, 
looking for a lost goat. 
Whether or not he found 
the goat is not a part of 
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900. But, 10 and behold, 
here was a perfectly leg-
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Ihle copy of the entire book of Isaiah that 
had been written before the beginning of 
the Christian era! Yet, with the exception 
of certain minor variations in spelling, and 
so forth, it is the same as the Isaiah of 
today, Open your Bible to the book of 
Isaiah, and you will read the same things 
that are on that ancient scroll. 

The critics were wrong. There had been 
no major changes in an additional thou· 
sand years! It is this corroboration that 
Bible believers think of when they hear 
the words "the Dead Sea (or Qumran) 
scrolls." 

The Other Side of the Story 
If the Isaiah scroll corroborates, as it 

does, the textual integrity of a consider· 
able portion of the Bible over the last two 
thousand years, why do the critics still 
connect reference to "the Dead Sea. scrolls" 
with a modern attack on Christianity? The 
answer is that there were, of course, many 
more scrolls than the large Isaiah scroll. 
In addition to manuscripts or fragments 
of every Hebrew Bible book except Esther, 
other non·Biblical religious works were 
found. These belonged to an ancient reU· 
gious sect, and included commentaries, a 
Manual of Discipline and a book describing 
an anticipated religious war. 

The scholars connected these religious 
works with a nearby ruin, Khirbat ("ruins 
of") Qumran. They assumed that this was 
the remains of a monastery that had been 
occupied by the Essenes (a Jewish reli· 
gious sect that preceded Christianity) from 
approximately 135 B.C. to A.D. 68, and 
that the non·Biblical scrolls found in the 
nearby caves described their religion. 

Then someone decided that there was a 
striking similarity between the Essenes 
and Christianity. It was said that this 
group spoke of "eternal life," had baptis· 
mal rites, sacred meals with bread and 
wine, and that their community had been 
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founded by a "Teacher of Righteousness" 
who had been persecuted and perhaps put 
to death. The critics jumped to the conclu· 
sian that Christianity copied these beliefs 
from the Essenes, and thus was merely an 
outgrowth of Essenism. 

Their arguments appealed to people 
(1) who had not accepted Christianity any· 
way, (2) who did not want to accept it, or 
(3) who in all sincerity had been turned 
against it by churches that taught foolish, 
illogical, pagan doctrines of men that are 
exactly opposite to what Christ taught. 
But there were other people whose experi· 
ence with the Bible, and whose Scriptural 
knowledge of real Christian doctrine (in 
contrast with what is so often taught in 
the churches) gave them strong, positive 
reason to doubt these critics' conclusions. 

Surprising Dill erences 
Imagine their surprise October 22, 1958, 

when in England, Scotland, Ireland and 
here in Europe, they heard an excellent 
discussion of this very subject over the 
British Broadcasting Corporation's Third 
Programme! H. F. D. Sparks, Oriel Profes· 
sor of the Interpretation of Holy Scripture 
at Oxford University, said of the critics: 

"It was obvious that those who were 
making the most of [the assumed para}. 
leIs] were actuated rather by anti·Chris· 
tian bias than a genuine concern for schol· 
arship." He explained: "It was pointed out 
at once that the parallels on which the ar· 
gument rests are not nearly as close, when 
examined carefully, as a casual list, such 
as I have just given, might lead anybody 
to suppose: there are differences as well 
as agreements, and the differences have to 
be accounted for." 

The differences are basic, for as Profes· 
sor Sparks said: "Whereas the Christians 
expected a single,Messiah (the Jesus they 
knew already) there is much talk in the 
QUmran literature of two Messiahs-'the 

AWAKE! 



Messiahs of Aaran and IsraeJ.' The Chris­
tians repudiated the strict observance of 
the Sabbath, the community at Qumran 
had the most precise regulations about 
Sabbath observance. And so one might go 
on .... It can hardly be denied that Chris­
tian theology and practice as attested by 
the New Testament was very far from 
identical with the theology and practice 
attested by the Qumran documents." 

Baptism, Communism, Preaching 
In any list of the Qumran sect's prac­

tices, you will find equally striking differ­
ences. For example, the Christians were 
baptized only once, not for "purification," 
but only in symbol of their dedication. Yet 
"water purification rites," traditional re­
ligious washings unknown to the Chris­
tians, are believed to have been practiced 
daily, or even several times a day, by the 
Essenes. 

Further, only in the unusual circum­
stance when thousands of persons unex­
pectedly stayed in Jerusalem for further 
instruction after the famous Pentecost of 
A.D. 33 did Christians sell their possessions 
and pool their resources to care for others 
who had not brought enough Ip.oney to 
stay. But, exactly contrary to the Chris­
tians, the Essenes were communist, and 
the "surrender of all personal wealth" was 
a requirement for membership in their or­
ganization.-Acts 4: 34, 35. 

Jesus commanded his followers: "Go 
therefore and make disciples of people of 
all the nations." But, just the contrary, the 
sect at Qumran was in "exile from man­
kind," hidden in seclusion, deliberately sep­
arated from humanity, preaching to no 
one.-Matt.28:19. 

The Christians established no ranks, sta­
tus or special consideration. They forbade 
honorary titles, "acts of favoritism," "class 
distinctions" and said all must be humble. 
But, in The Dmd Sea Scrolls, J. M. Allegro 
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says of the Qumran sect's writings: "We 
have frequent mention of their 'ranks,' and 
according to their respectiVe status in the 
society was their order of seating in the 
deliberative assemblies, of their speaking, 
and in fact of practically every communal 
activity. And in everything the priests had 
precedence."-Matt. 23:8-12; Jas. 2:1-9. 

Also, unlike the Christians who accepted 
the theocratic instructions received from 
the apostles, the Qumran sect had a cer­
tain democracy in which "all could vote." 

Astrology, Passover, Wars 
Still further, the Qumran sect practiced 

astrology, a form of star worship practiced 
by the pagans but condemned in the Scrip­
tures. (Jer. 10:2; Job 31:26-28) Like the 
pagans, the astrologers at Qumran de­
scribed "the influence of the heavenly bod­
ies on the physical and spiritual character­
istics of those born in certain sections of 
the Zodiac." According to Allegro, they 
eVen "doubtless looked for a particular con­
stellation which would ten them of a spe­
cial birth, the coming of One for whom 
they and the whole Jewish world waited." 
Thus they were apparently of the same 
school of thought as were the pagan Magi, 
who practiced astrology in spite of God's 
condemnation of it. 

As to the Qumran sect's "sacred meals," 
from what is known of them these were, 
contrary to the critics' implication, ap­
parently closer to the Jewish passover than 
to the Christian "communion" or memo­
rial. 

That -is not all. Jesus said: "If my king­
dom were part of this world, my attend­
ants would have fought that I should not 
be delivered up to the Jews." (John 18:36) 
Yet the Qumran sect was planning to fight. 
It had definite military aspirations, in di­
rect contradiction of Christianity. The 
apostle John wrote that it is in heaven 
that the angels, not men, will destroy Sa-
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tan's hosts, but the Qumran sect had de­
tailed instructions for battle, with com­
pany standards, platoons and priests on 
the battlefield. 

Assessing the Facts 
In the face of such astounding contra­

dictions, how can the critics possibly say 
that Christianity is merely an outgrowth 
of Essenism? Per-

reverse. The earliest Christians saw cthe 
things concerning Jesus' as the fulfillment 
of Old Testament prophecy: they, not the 
Jews, were the legitimate heirs to the 
promises made to the patriarchs; their 
'Church' not the Jewish Church was 'the 
Israel of God' " 

Tushingham made the same point in the 
National Geographic article when he said 

theologians recognize 
haps it is simply that 
they start out not 
wanting to believe. 
For example, one 
such writer, in effect, 
calls Matthew a liar, 
attributes to Paul, 
not to Jesus, the "in­
vention" of a major 
part of Christian 
doctrine, and appar-

COMING IN "AWAKE!" 
that "Jesus did not 
break with the past; 
he pointedly declared 
that he had not 'come 
to destroy the law ..• 
but to fulfil.' " 

• Is there good reason to believe that this 
generation will see the destruction of all 
wickedness and the incoming of a righteous 
new world? Vesl The next ISSue of "Awake!" 
tells why. 
• Fundamental freedome of speech, assem. 
bly and worship for minority groups in New 
Zealand were made mOre secure by a recent 
Supreme Court decision there. Look for the 
report In the next Issue. 

If the clergy had 
really taught those 
prophecies about Je­
sus to their people, 

• The Belgian Congo has boon called Atrl. 
ca's awakening giant. Vou will understand 
why when you road the next issue ot 
"Awake I" 

ently feels that he, now nineteen hundred 
years removed from the events, knows 
more about them than eyewitnesses did. 
As one reader of such pro-Qumran books 
said: "If they don't undeI;Stand the Qum­
ran writings any better than they under­
stood the Bible passages they cite, I don't 
trust a thing they say!" 

A. Douglas Tushingham, head of the Di­
vision of Art and Archaeology, Royal On­
tario Museum, discussed the matter in 
America's famous N atio'lUll Geographic 
Magazine just last December. He said: 
"Contrary to certain exaggerated interpre­
tations [these parallels] do not suggest 
that Christianity is only a latter-day 'suc­
cessful' Essenism." 

Dr. Sparks said in his October 22 broad­
cast: "The fairest assessment seems to me 
to be that both were independent, though 
admittedly parallel, offshoots of the parent 
Jewish tree." He added: "Christianity has 
never made any claim to be 'original' in 
the sense that is often imagined. Quite the 
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as the first-century 
Christian:=; taught them, and as Jeho­
vah's witnesses do today, then the critics' 
presumed comparisons would have dis­
turbed no one. Readers of their books 
would have recognized the Essenes' mes­
sianic ideas as being merely a misunder­
standing of the far more ancient Hebrew 
prophecies that really did have their ful­
fillment in Jesus, and thus a great deal of 
confusion would have been eliminated. 

So from the scrolls found in the Qumran 
caves we reach two conclusions: First. that 
contrary to the expectation of the critics 
the book of Isaiah had not changed over 
a period of two thousand years. Second, 
that, not the Essenes, but the Hebrew 
Scriptures themselves were the forerun­
ners of Christianity and the predictors of 
the true Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

Thus, as these ancient scrolls speak out 
of the past, they merely add another voice 
to the growing external testimony that the 
Bible really is true-a fact that those who 
have had experience with its contents and 
principles have known all along. 

A WAKE! 



1---------"'--,--- me a feeling that I'm 
being followed. lcan't 
see the point of a big 
car." Another viewer 
said: "Bigness of an 
automobile scares 
me. I never quite 
seem in control of a 
big car. With a small 
car 1 zip around the 

Here come the Small Car 

LESS than ten years ago almost all 
American automobile salesmen were of 

one opinion, namely, "Americans won't 
buy the small car." "Why should they?" 
those authorities who were supposed to 
know American tastes would ask. "U. S. 
motorists could buy a good used big car 
for about the same price or less than they 
would have to pay for a foreign small car. 
And what American is about to do that?" 

But at the third International Automo­
bile Show held in New York city's Coliseum 
last April, American men and women were 
seriously engaged in small-car talk. On the 
showroom floors there they were cl.osely 
examining the more than six hundred cars 
from sixty-eight auto-makers in nine coun­
tries, and most of these were small cars. 
Men and women were clustered admiring­
ly around the rich and the racy little mod­
els, discussing the advantages of owning a 
small car. "Big cars are too cumbersome," 
a woman said to her husband. "They lack 
maneuverability and are harder to handle." 
A mother of three children confessed: "1 
never felt at ease in a big car. Now that 
I have driven a small car, you can't get 
me to drive the big one, especially in traf­
fic." A woman who owns a Volkswagen re­
marked: "The visibility is much better" 
in a small car "and parking is a cinch." 
A housewife that had spent six years with 
the British air force stated: "Big cars give 
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corner. 1 have a ball 
when 1 drive." A 

,/ housewife and sec­
retary had a similar comment to make: 
"1 didn't know what driving was until 1 
got in a small car. 1 enjoy driving now. 
It's fun." 

They were seriously considering a small 
car as the "second car" for short runs. A 
housewife spoke up: "When I go downtown 
1 want a little car to drive." Another asked: 
"Why does a 98-poW1d woman have to 
drive 4,000 pounds of car to a nearby gro­
cery store to pick up a loaf of bread? For 
the many errands 1 have to run every day, 
a small car is much more suitable than 
a gas-guzzling dinosaur." And small-car 
dealers emphasize this point. "Ladies," 
they say, "why do you want to drive such 
big cars? You don't need a monster to go 
to the drugstore for a package of hairpins. 
Think of the gas bills!" Not only women 
but men, too, had high praise for the small 
car. 

But the experts said Americans would 
not buy the small car. Suddenly, however, 
in the United States it has become smart 
to own a small European car, contrary 
to all expert opinion and prognostication. 
Why? An official in the sales division of a 
German auto company answers: "Many 
Americans think it's smart to drive a small 
foreign car. It has a certain 'snob appeal.' .. 
"It's one way of 'keeping up with the 
Joneses.' Many American families couldn't 
afford to buy a new American model every 
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year. But European models don't change 
very often, and the neighbors can't tell 
how late the modehis that you're driving. 
Also, even if the European car is the only 
one you have, it's likely to be taken by 
observers as a 'second car.' " 

Authorities in the big~car industry 
claimed Americans would- not buy the 
small European car because of its inferior 
workmanship and durability. However, 
German and other auto makers countered 
with the claim that their little cars will 
hold their own against the bigger Ameri~ 
can cars when it comes to a test of sturdi~ 
ness and reliability. "But you won't be 
able to buy parts for your European car," 
said the big-car dealers. Alas! parts are 
plentiful. A prospective small~car buyer 
writes: "A friend of mine owns a Volks~ 
wagen. She states it not only suits her 
socially, but economically as well. She rea~ 
sons as follows: It's small, which makes it 
easy to handle. It has plenty of room, gives 
good service, very little cost to repair. 
Parts are not expensive, therefore, easy to 
replace. Particularly noticeable is the fact 
that there are no drafts. (Wish I could say 
the same for American~made cars.) She 
says she has no garage space trouble and 
the car has plenty of luggage space. She 
attributes good riding to the torsion bar, 
whatever that is. I'm sure I don't know. 
Who cares? If it's all Jean claims it to be, 
that's what counts with me." 

If the small car is inferior in construc~ 
tion and less durable, United States buyers 
have not noticed or, perhaps, did not con~ 
sider those reasons enough for not pur~ 
chasing one. Could it be that big-car manu­
facturers were wrongly advised? Why did 
they hesitate to enter into the small-car 
market? 

Small-Car Adventures 
The big three leading automobile manu­

facturers, General Motors, Ford Motor 
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Company and Chrysler Corporation, all 
have had ideas about making small cars 
for the United States public. As far back 
as 1946 General Motors had in mind to 
build a small car called the Cadet. In fact, 
they built a new plant in Cleveland, Ohio, 
for that purpose and invested millions of 
dollars before they finally decided they 
could not manufacture the car cheap 
enough. The big question back there was, 
Would the American public buy the small 
car? Those who were supposed to know 
said, No. So the Cadet program was 
scrapped. 

In 1946 and 1947 the Ford Company 
manufactured a small car called the Pio­
neer. However, Americans never saw it. 
Frenchmen finally reaped the benefits of 
Ford's engineering. 

Chrysler Corporation went through the 
same motions. It developed a small car, 
got it into working condition, named it 
and all, and then gave up the whole idea 
about trying to sell it to the American pub­
lic. Europeans would buy the small car, 
but would Americans? The big three did 
not want to face the gamble. 

A gamble it was, because making auto· 
mobiles is an ex{Wnsive proposition. The 
margin for mistakes is very narrow. Take 
the Edsel for example. It cost Ford "$100 
million for tools and engineering plus $150 
million for new plants and facilities" be· 
fore one Edsel rolled off the assembly line. 
Harley J. Earl, vice-president of General 
Motors in charge of styling, stated: "The 
design, engineering and tooling costs run 
between 150 and 200 million dollars. Be­
fore you sold a car, it could conceivably 
be up to 300 million." 

That is why the big~car industry of the 
United States has been slow about moving 
into the smaU-car market. They say that 
each manufacturer would probably have to 
sell 300,000 or more cars to make a profit. 
The small-car market now reaps about 
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$750 million annually. To capture this mar­
ket, each of the big three must be willing 
to put up at least $300 million. Authorities 
say "those are not good odds." So most 
of the United States car builders dismissed 
the idea of making small cars. 

But as these same men drove their big 
cars down the nation's boulevards, they 
could not help but see small cars popping 
out all over the place. Could the experts 
be wrong? Are Americans buying small 
cars? Or is this just a passing fancy? 

In 1955 about 60,000 cars were imported 
by the United States. In two years that 
number increased to 207,000, and for 1959 
the figure is expected to exceed 500,000. 
No passing fancy this! The experts still 
did not believe what they were seeing. Now 
their prediction is that the small-car mar­
ket is to level off at this figure, but others 
are changing their tune. Some now admit 
that the market range might leap to a 
1,500,000 and then on to 3,000,000 in five 
years. George Wilcken Romney, boss of 
American Motors and a believer in small 
cars from away back, predicts that "in 
five years the compact car will have at 
least half the auto market. That market 
may be 7,000,000 cars by 1965." Such talk 
must come as a shock to those authorities 
who said that it could not be done. 

The big three giants in the auto indus­
try have now come out with their version 
of a small car. The new cars, Chevrolet's 
Corvair, Chrysler'S Valiant and Ford's Fal­
con, are "compact" cars rather than small 
cars. They are ingeniously designed, com­
fortable and possess the excellent perform­
ance characteristics of the larger models. 
Four-door Corvair sedans run from $1,810 
to $1,920. The Falcon has the longest 
wheel base of the new economy models. 
The Valiant may be a little more exotic 
than the others, while Corvair's six­
cylinder air-cooled rear engine is no doubt 
the biggest surprise. 
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The Big Question 
What will this do to the seventy-six Eu­

ropean companies listed with the United 
States Department of Commerce as selling 
their automobiles in the United States? 
Will the European companies be able to 
weather the competition? 

Actually the European companies were 
always aware that the American firms 
would sooner or later enter the small-car 
market in the United States as soon as the 
American public was sold on the idea of 
small cars. Now, it appears, the time has 
arrived for United States firms to build, 
and they can do it profitably without too 
great a gamble. 

But the question is, Will there be any 
market in the United States for European 
cars? Some say that the Volkswagens, the 
Renaults, the Hillmans, the Fiats, and so 
forth, will be a thing of the past. Not 
so, say small-car authorities. Times have 
changed. The small European car is here 
to stay in the United States. One reason 
is that the big three do not seem to be 
planning to make a car as small as those 
four-cylinder jobs imported from Europe. 
Therefore, it will be a higher-priced car 
that the United States manufacturers will 
make. So it is believed that there will still 
be room for the cheaper European models. 

Also, the United States auto market is 
so big that it is hard to comprehend it. 
Small-car manufacturers say that the 
American public will absorb what they 
make without causing hardly a rIpple in 
the United States market. For example, in 
the United States there are close to 4,500,-
000 cars scrapped annually. If you take in 
cars, trucks and other commercial vehicles, 
some 5,000,000 machines annually end up 
in the nation's junk yard. In other words, 
the United States scraps more cars each 
year than are on the roads of Great Brit~ 
ain, many more than are on the highways 
of France, Germany or Canada. This na~ 
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tion scraps five times as many cars as are 
on the roads of Sweden. In the world it is 
estimated that there are some 82,500,000 
cars, and of this number 56,000,000 are in 
the United States. That leaves 26,500,000 
for the rest of the world. These figures 
prove that the car market in the United 
States is big in every sense of the word, 
that there is room for a great many im· 
ported models. 

Another thing, the European small car 
is appraised by its makers as a special· 
purpose car, not as a substitute or rival of 
the American car. The European car comes 
in handy as a "second" car for shopping 
and traveling short distances between sub· 
urbs and cities. Without question, many 
European cars are well built. Volkswagen 
people claim its engine can run steadily at 
top speed without harm. Aston Martin, a 
British car, is capable of accelerating 
from 0 to 100 miles an hour and stopping 
,again in less than thirty seconds. Who is 
there to doubt that European cars have 
made good loyal friends in the United 
States, for good reasons that will not wear 
off quickly. The engineering, the design, 
the skills put into European cars cannot 
easily be duplicated at the price that these 
cars sell for in the United States . 

The American public has bought these 
cars at such a rate that makers have been 
unable to keep up with the demand or 
sensibly anticipate their future dimensions. 
This grand surge for the small car has not 
been without reason. The small-car people 
predict that this is just the beginning. 
These authorities state that American 
manufacturers and the American public 
cannot deny something that is so basically 
needed and sensible in the United States 
as the small car, the kind the European 
companies produce. 

The number of two-car families in the 
United States has grown to 17 percent of 
all car owners. Now the three-car family 
is becoming popular; there are an esti­
mated 375,000 such families now in the 
United States. The econOmy car today 
meets the needs of at least 50 percent of 
United States transportation requirements. 
The short haul, the one-or-two-occupants­
to-a-car trip is the order of the day, just 
as are rising costs of gasoline and main­
tenance. This does not mean big cars are 
a thing of the past or that they are on 
their way out. Far from it. Rather, indica­
tions are that the small car is coming into 
its own. It is finding a place in American 
life. 

......... 1 SwNts and the Teeth 

Writing in the Journal of the Royal Naval Medical Service, Surgeon Captain 
T. L. Cleave says: "The natives living in the Persian Gulf, who consume great 
quantities of dates, have excellent teeth. Similar sticky food, if in the form of a 
cooked product, such as toffee, would tend to cause rapid dental canes, since 
the greatest cause of dental carles seems undoubtedly to be the production of acid 
from the bacterial fermentation of starch and sugar. What is the explanation of 
the difference? It is submitted that the explanation lies in the fact that In the 
case of the dates the sugar is found in cells that are still actually alive. And as 
long as the date cells are alive, the antibodies in the lIvIng cells will continue to 
protect them from bacterial attack just as they did on the tree, and just as they 
do in our own case .... By the time the cells are dead and therefore vulnerable 
to fermentation, new meals will have been eaten and moved the cells along away 
from the teeth." 
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A VISIT TO 
KRUtr..Elr> ~-< /1:.,>1}. 

'11 ;'0\" L'.,' NATI-'N .... 
-~_~ 'r·:;- -_ .... ~ 

PARK 

BY "AWAKEI" CORRESPONDENT IN SOUTH AfRICA 

AWAY back in 1898 in a peaceful part 
of sunny South Africa, a section of 

countryside was reserved for the preserva­
tion of wildlife. This stretch of bushveld 
extended about two hundred miles along 
the border of Portuguese East Africa from 
Komatipoort to the Limpopo River. Its 
width varied from thirty to sixty miles, 
with an area of about 8,000 square miles. 
This sanctuary for wildlife owes its exi~t. 
ence to the late President Kruger, an(i to:. 
day the Kruger Nation~ PJtXk is loJ.own 

Id "d """ war -WI e. ::.1<' . 'I, ~_ • 

The park was first op~·{o. _~ pub1J:c 
in 1928 and has much char1\J.~¥-t~~.t l~r 
only three cars entered, w)f~ ¥.t 1957 
there were 117,185 visitors. Th'f ~li~ 
is subtropical-just ideal for anl.J.ai 'JJ.fe . .., ~,f"'!' , /Ii 
The rainy season is from Oc~ ,.,' - 0:-" 
tober to March, so the best / ' 
time to visit the park is from\ 
June to the end of September. ; , 
The whole park is open to the I 
public from May 14 to Octo· 
ber 15. However, on account 
of malaria, as a result of the htf 
rains, the park is closed for 
the rest of the year except for ;,-; 
the sections around the rest-
camps at Pretorius KOP and 
Skukuza, which are located· 
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in the southern part of' the re~ 

serve. 

Camps at Pretorius Kop 
and Skukuza 

The park is a favorite rendez~ 
vous for South Africans, and at 
holiday times, such as Easter, the 
July school vacation and Christ~ 
mas, it is very crowded. Unless one 

books weB in advance, it, is almost 
impossible to get a hut or cottage 
there. Even the place allotted for 

camping is fully occupied. The circular 
"rondavel" huts are made of concrete with 
thatched roofs, simply furnished with two 
bedS, washbasins, chairs, electric light, 
and with easy access to bathrooms and 
toilets outside. There. is also a communal 
fireplace nearby at which food may be 
cooked, water boiled, and so forth, or, 
for those who prefer it, there is an ex~ 
cellent restaurant where good meals may 
be obtained at a reasonable rate. As for 
the cottages at Pretorius Kop and Sku~ 
kuza, a_ 'lhnited, number have two bed~ ... 

:rooms with two beds in each, 
1\ bathroom with hot and cold 
'water, electric light, kitchen~ 

I.: ette and large wire-netted en~ 
\: >!IOsed stoep. So whichever 

c.'- -you stay in, either a hut or 
a cottage, you are most 

comfortable. 
We went there at 

Easter time, a time 
when the only two 
camps open, Pretorius 

Kop and Skukuza, were com­
pletely booked up. At the en~ 
trance to Pretorius Kop a 
number of cars were wait­
ing to enter. It was early 
morning and the sun was 
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just begirming to peep over the 'horizon. 
The air had a soft warm feel about it, 
and we knew it was going to be a perfect 
day. 

Like a Traveling Circu8 
We drove along very slowly-looking, 

looking and looking-hoping a lion or two 
would cross our path but, alas, there were 
none to be seen. We comforted ourselves 
by saying, well, the day was still young. 
It was not long before we began to see 
dozens and dozens of rich rufous-fawn­
colored impala. Some were just standing 
on the roadside chewing and looking at us, 
while others were slowly walking along 
the road. Suddenly, o~ after the other, 
about a dozen of them would start leaping 
gracefully across the road as though they 
were playing and having an "invisible" 
hurdle race. They had got used to cars. 
They knew they would not hurt them, so 
they were not afraid. 

That first morning we saw mostly dif­
ferent kinds of buck-impala, steenbok, 
reedbok and springbok-a few wildebeest 
and zebra. But no lions crossed our path. 
We just went on hoping-looking and 
looking. We circled round and round in the 
numerous bypaths around the camp and 
now we were anxious to spot elephants and 
other big game, but they too evaded us. 
The impala by this time were now moving 
around in hundreds, big ones, baby ones 
and some a little biggeJ;'. Here and there 
we saw a few waterbuck with the white 
circle around the tail-a characteristic of 
their own-moving around in the bush. 
Slinking about in the bush, too, were jack­
als, but they kept their distance as they 
trotted along. 

Soon monkeys began to appear. It was 
li~e a traveling circus coming along to en­
tertain us, just dozens of them walking and 
jumping-the old baboon, mamma monkey 
with baby riding on her back with big 
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pink ears sticking out, and more baby mon­
keys jumping from branch to branch in 
the trees squealing with delight. The pro­
cession stopped for awhile and then moved 
on. One old baboon was very curious. It 
seemed as though he could not make out 
if we were animals or not. He had seen 
many of these strange things pass along 
from time to time so he just sat on the 
roadside close to the car and looked at us 
with a quaint but cunning expression on 
his face. He was certainly well scarred 
from past battles he must have had. 

Next we came to the "hippo" pool, a 
scene of beauty and tranquiIIity. It was 
surrounded by trees and bush. Partly out 
of the water, with their heads on top of 
each other, a couple of hippos looked very 
contented. They seemed to make slow, ef­
fortless movements in the wuter that were 
hardly noticeable. Very slowly they would 
appear out of the water-eyes, nose, head, 
a bit of the body-give a few puffs, just 
stay that way for a while, and then sud~ 
denly they were not there. 

Still no lions or elephants! But we went 
on looking and looking. Now appeared the 
giraffe standing in the bush among the 
trees. All one could see at first were long 
legs and, looking over the trees, a head 
with two knobs protruding. How easy for 
them to pick the green leaves from the 
topmost branches, for they seldom stoop 
to eat grass! They were not much inter­
ested in us, but one or two obliged us by 
crossing the road in front of the car so 
that we could have a good look at them 
walking along. They always walk by mov­
ing both legs on the same side simulta­
neously, like a r.amel. 

Lion Hunting 
The next day we decided to go to Sku­

kuza and hunt lions once mOre, so off we 
started at dawn, still looking and looking. 
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We drove along the lower Sable road and 
on the way met a spotted hyena slinking 
along. They are fond of wandering along 
roads. We pulled up and he stopped beside 
the window, stood up and peeped in. Being 
a bit of a scavenger, he wtls probably want· 
ing something to eat. From us, he shuffled 
over to another car in front of us and did 
the same thing to them. 

As we came along the banks of the Sabie 
River another scene of natural beauty 
made us stop. Lying on the rocks basking 
in the sunshine aod with only his tail in 
the water was a lazy old crocodile. The 
reflection of the tall reeds, bush and rocks 
in the clear blue water gave the water a 
mirrorlike appearance. Even the "croc" 
looked harmless as it lay perfectly still. 

Now we were in lion and elephant coun· 
try and warning notices told us to "Beware 
of Elephants." Excitement grew. We would 
surelY see something big along this road. 
We passed many cars and inquired if their 
occupants had seen lions. We were begin· 
ning to hear stories that lions, leopards 
and cheetah were about. Someone had seen 
three lions a mile up the road, so on we 
drove. Some cars had stopped. What was 
attracting their attention? As we came up 
alongside our anticipation was keen. Yes, 
there they were-three lionesses prowling 
around on some rocks near the river. Some· 
one said there was a lion nearby too, so we 
kept absolutely stiU and watched. Aoout 
ten yards in front of us a huge head with 
a thick mane suddenly appeared out of 

the bush and looked at us with curioiSity. 
Slowly the lion crossed the road with dig. 
nified tread, as befits the king of animals, 
and went on his way into the bush on the 
other side of the road to look for his lady 
friends. It was an exciting moment, a 
thrill of a. lifetime! Cameras clicked again 
and we hoped it would be a good picture. 

On our way back to camp we passed 
more small monkeys sitting in the middle 
(If the. 'toad 'a'l\d CI\\ \h~ y\)'a(\'3\(\~. '!he), came 
up to the car chattering away, stood up, 
sat down again and then had a good old 
scratch. They were all sizes, but the baby 
ones just stole our hearts away. We passed 
more buck and other small animals, but 
the .sun was beginning to sink, the animals 
were wending their way into the bush and 
we realized it was time for us too to make 
our way back to the rest camp. 

The sunset was perfect-just as an Afri· 
can sunset can be. As we sat on the stoep 
of our hut enjoying our "sundowners" and 
looking over toward the Mozambique 
mountains we thought how good it waS to 
be alive and to know that JehOVah had 
created tl1is beautiful earth for our bap· 
piness. It has gr€E\t beauty now, but how 
much more wonderful it will be when it is 
restored to its original loveliness. In God's 
new world man and beast will be at peace 
with one another. Then it will not be nec· 
essary to stay in a car with such beautiful 
an\ma\s mov\ng about & iew paces away, 
but man will be able to enjoy to the full 
the handiwork of Jehovah God. 

tI, In many large department stores television cameras are set up to detect and 
deter shoplifting. In one town in New York state there Is such a camera set up 

In the local school'S stlldy room by means of which the principal can watch the 
pupils. The result? "Now there Is no day·dreaming. The students pay attention 

to their studies as they never did before. And it Is a great boon to the teachers 
who no longer ha'<e to ~;pend full t\me in the %\1.\(\)1 \\a\\-a1\ a'S'S\gnm~ they 

always considered unrewarding." 
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<5ermany's <EconomiC': ~ecovery 
l3t "lhualie!" cornsponllenf in West t'Etrmant 

WHAT a change has 
taken place in Ger~ 

many since 1947! It has 
been called an economic 
"miracle," for out of the 
depths of "unconditional 
surrender," Germany has 
climbed back to a pros~ 

perolls place alongside 
the free nations of the West. James B. 
Conant, former High Commissioner to 
Germany and later American Ambassador, 
cOlhmenting on this in his book Germany 
and Freedom, said: "The contrast between 
1947 and 1958 ... is so amazing as to be 
almost unbelievable; it is almost Wlbeliev­
able to many Germans." 

The bombing raids of World War IT not 
only left millions without proper shelter, 
but reduced Germany's industrial capacity 
to some 10 percent of normal. The trans­
portation system was hopelessly snarled. 
A report pUblished in 1947 by Lewis H. 
Brown, who had been sent to Germany on 
a fact-finding tour, showed that coal pro­
duction was less than half of normal, fac­
tory output was more than 60 percent be­
low the prewar level, and farm produce 
was down by 30 percent. Steel production, 
vitally necessary in getting factories run­
ning again, was greatly hindered by the 
coal shortage. The few factories lucky 
enough to have escaped the ravages of 
bombing raids were being systematically 
stripped of useful machinery by the Allies 
in an attempt to make Germany forever in­
capable of again waging war. Skilled work­
ers were lacking. Some four or five million 
soldiers were still confined in prison camps, 
while millions of others had lost their lives 
and would never return. Many men holding 

16 

key positions were removed as a result of 
the "denazification" drive. All of these 
things together created a tremendous man­
power and knoW-how shortage. 

Hitler's house of cards had collapsed, 
leaving behind a people full of apathy and 
general indifference. Money was no en­
couragement to work, for it was practically 
worthless. You could get what you wanted 
on the black market, but prices were about 
a hundred times higher than the fixed le­
gal prices. A pound of butter, for example, 
cost 300 reichsmarks, equal to many a 
worker's monthly wage. Clothing and 
household furnishings were the things of 
real value, and people began to sell these, 
and anything else they could get along 
without, in order to buy necessities. Amer­
ican cigarettes became an almost univer­
sally accepted currency. Both physically 
and spiritually. it was a sick people grap­
pling ineffectively with a sick economy. 

The Turning Point 
Then came the turning point. In 1948, 

after Russia, one of the four occupying 
powers, had refused to co-operate, the 
Western Allied military governments went 
ahead and created a stable currency for 
their three zones of occupation. This 
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marked the birth of the new "Deutsche· 
Mark" and forebode death for the old "cig· 
arette economy" and the black market. 
Although weak and wobbly at first, the 
D.mark has grown in stability until it is 
now recognized as one of the most stable 
currencies in the world. The currency re· 
form cut sharply the amount of money in 
circulation, but at least it now had more 
than just a hypothetical value. Price and 
rationing controls were removed exce'Pt on 
such items as food, fuel, essential c1othing, 
steel, rent, plus a few other scarce items. 
Immediately things came out of hiding, 
hoarded raw materials were suddenly 
rushed forward for processing. There was 
a resultant buying spree with an accom· 
panying threat of inflation. But It soon 
leveled off and the increased total income, 
although ill distributed, nevertheless gave 
the people the incentive they needed. Ger· 
many was struggling valiantly to get back 
on its economic feet. 

But there were helping hands. Hundreds 
of millions of dollars, designed to make 
Europe self -supporting again, were spent 
under the European Recovery Program. 
Gennany received a goodly share of this 
financial assistance. Pluckily, the building 
trade tackled the almost superhuman task 
of reconstructing bombed-out Germany. 
The total construction outlay rose from 
between 7 and 8 billion D·marks in 1949 
to about 25 billion in less than ten years. 
Every seventh industrial worker is still 
enga.ged, either directly or indirectly, in 
construction. Since 1950, when a systemat­
ic construction program was set in opera­
tion, several million new homes have been 
built. Thus the building trade has proved 
to be the main support for the business 
boom now being enjoyed. 

Other factors, however, have also been 
involved. The growing tensions of the cold 
war and the sudden outbreak of the Ko-
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rean war frightened the West into realiz­
ing that Communist aggression was an 
ever·present danger. World politicians be· 
gan to agree on the need for a strong Ger­
many to help offset this potential threat. 
The Allies soon abandoned. their original 
plans of turning defeated Germany into 
a "potato field." As early as 1947, in 
fact, they were discussing the necessity 
of rebuilding German industry. Action on 
breaking uD th~ <'.art'i!\l!. ?.nd d~'5m?.n:tl~ng 
industrial plants was curtailed. Already 
stripped of much of their machinery, how· 
ever, it was necessary for these plants to 
obtain new equipment. The modern, more 
efficient machines naturally increased their 
productive potential. The victors, mean­
while, in the irony of war, were left with 
the older and less efficient machines, which 
they had dismantled for use in their own 
countries. The patient was on the mend, 
being nursed back to health by its former 
enemies. 

Also contributing heavily to recovery 
was the German people's readiness to co-­
operate. After the currency reform had 
once given them the needed incentive, they 
lived up to their reputation of being hard 
and diligent workers. Many women .took 
jobS; in fact, the total labor force in Ger· 
many is still composed one third of women. 
Labor refrained from demanding undue 
pay raises and shorter working hours. 
Prcfitl!. W'i!'t~ ?Ou:rw. back into mach'mes 
and buildings. It was a "social free mar· 
ket" or, as tile Germans called. it, a "Soziale 
Marktwirtschaft," a "free enterprise tern· 
pered by social conscience." 

Proposer of this "Soziale Marktwirt· 
schaft" was Professor Dr. Ludwig Erhard. 
Early in 1949, Erhard, together with the 
Christian Democratic Union's Party Boss 
Konrad Adenauer, drew up their plan of 
action. After Adenauer became Chancellor, 
Erhard was appointed Economics. Mints­
ter. His policy has been one based on pri· 
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vate enterprise, competition, sound money, 
and the minimum of governmental inter­
ference with business. He has sometimes 
said: "I am more of an American than 
the Americans; I really believe in the eco­
nomic policies the Americans talk so much 
about." Immediately after his appoint­
ment, he arranged for laws to be passed 
favoring the reinvestment of profits into 
plant construction. His tax program was 
conducive to reconstruction. Individual 
initiative was encouraged. His insistence 
that government controls on goods and 
prices be lifted likewise proved to be a 
wise move. Needless to say, his success 
has made him tremendously popular in 
Germany. 

At Home and Abroad 
Chiefly affected by the economic "mir­

acle" have been the Germans themselves, 
as shown in the rise of the annual total 
revenue collected by the federal, state and 
municipal governments from 21.6 billion 
D-rnarks in 1950 to 48.5 billion D-marks 
seven years later, Average wages have 
more than doubled since 1948. Economic 
recovery statistics showed a decrease jn 
only two items over the past ten years: 
the number of unemployed and the annual 
individual consumption of potatoes. Thus 
even the "decreases" pOint up the "in­
creases" in jobs and in the achievement of 
a higher living standard, a living standard 
whi£h continues to rise. A recent survey 
revealed that it had risen by more than 
70 percent from 1950 up to 1958, Minister 
Erhard declared: "Thfi German nation has 
achieved in 1958 the highest standard of 
Jiving in its history." About 3,200,000 
Germans own automobiles. Every third 
family owns its own home and some 10 to 
15 percen.t have television sets. These and 
other figures offer mute testimony to the 
tremendous recovery made at home. 

But German industry is expanding into 
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other parts of the world. Industrialist Al­
fred Krupp's firm has signed a contract to 
build a $12-million chemical plant in Rus­
sia. The Middle East is a happy hunting 
ground for German salesmen; exports to 
Greece, Turkey and the Middle East have 
climbed from less than $10 million a year 
to $500 million. West Germany outsells 
any other nation in Iran, Syria and Greece 
and is second in sales in Egypt and Israel. 
West Germany's Henschel Works recentJy 
outbid both Russia and the United States 
in landing an order for 108 -diesel-electric 
locomotives from the Egyptian State Rail­
ways. A $14-miIlion contract has been is­
sued to West Germany to engineer a huge 
hydroelectric power project in southeast 
Asia. And last year a branch of the Bayer 
Works (known chiefly for its famous Bay­
er aspirins) was opened in Brazil. 

Even the United States has felt the ef­
fects. The present small-car trend, with 
the American auto industry's once al­
mighty policy- and style-makers trying to 
win back some of their lost revenue by 
bringing out small European-type cars, can 
no doubt be traced back, in large measure, 
to the success and soundness of the re­
juvenated German auto industry. Its Volks­
wagen, Opel and Mercedes-Benz cars are 
particularly popular in the United States. 
Diesel taxicabs made by Mercedes-Benz 
have shown up in Washington, San Fran­
cisco and other American cities a.nd are 
praised for their economy and durability. 
The favorite Gennan car, however, is with­
out doubt the Volkswagen. 

The Volkswagen Story 
Early in the 1930's Hitler proposed 

building a car to be called "people's car" 
and which could be marketed for one thou­
sand reichsmarks, at that time equivalent 
to about $250. Enthusiasm ran high. But 
the war intervened a.nd halted Volkswagen 
production before it had even gotten start-
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ed. In the winter of 1943/44 the plant was 
severely bombed. From an appearances 1t 
was the end of the "Volkswagen sto'ry." 
But after the war English occupation 
troops needed cars. Why not take over the 
Wolfsburg plant? With a certain feeling 
of satisfaction, they would build "Hitler's 
car." Oddly enough, then, this was one of 
the few plants in Germany not dismantled' 
by the occupying powers. In 1947 produc~ 
tion had already hit the 9,000 mark, where~ 
as Opel with twenty and Mercedes--Benz 
with 1,300 units were only getting started. 
From this beginning Volkswagen bas gone 
on to register greater achievements---truly 
a success story mirroring the economic 
recovery of Germany. 

By next year the government hopes to 
be able to sell the Volkswagen company 
to smalf stockholders. Several of the three 
hundred nationalized companies that the 
government inherited at the close of World 
War II have already been sold to stock~ 
holders, with good success. This is Er~ 
hard's further attempt to cut down on big 
business and to put an end to the class 
struggle between capital and labor. 

Appraisal 
Without doubt the better standard of 

living in Gennany has made life more en~ 
joyable and more satisfying. But not aU 
the results have been good. The thousands 

of new cars jamming the highways have 
made Germany the most crowded nation 
on the continent as regards number of cars 
for each available mile of roadway. This 
presents new parking problems tor nar~ 
row congested streets in ancient German 
cities. Worst of all, it brings an ever~ 

increasing and truly alarming death toll 
on the highways. 

Thousands of working mothers have 
neglected homes and families, thereby 
causing family relations to suffer. Higher 
divorce rates and increased juvenile delin~ 
quency are the natural results. 

Perhaps most dangerous and damaging 
of aU is the matel'iaUst1.c outlook th1S 
modern~day '(miracle" has engendered. 
Everything is considered soleJy from a ma~ 
terialistic standpoint. Splritual interests 
have been relegated to the background. 
The economic "miracle" has therefore 
failed in a most vital field. 

The world is actually in need of God's 
kingdom. Only God can perform the mir~ 
acle of establishing a government that will 
transform all this earth into an everlasting 
paradise home for righteous man. "Do not 
put your trust in nobles, nor in the san 
of earthling man," is the advice given in 
Psalm 146:3_ Man~made "miracles" offer 
no lasting solution to world problems. 
Make God's kingdom your hope for the fu~ 
ture. You will never regret having done roo 

gtu"y ~6 M flnti_Afatt •• 
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tr. From Washington this report was sent out: "The federal space agency is 
considering a proposal to look in space for some answers to the scientIfic l"luale 
of 'anti-matter,' it was learned today .... 

"Anti-particles are the building blocks of anti-matter. which is opposite In 
electric charge and oHler "'ita1 characteristics from the kind of matter of whkh. 
the earth is made. 

"Anti.particles and ordinary particles co-exist peacefulIy. They annihilate 
each other with tremendous releases of energy dwarfing nuclear reactions .•.. 

"Sdentists so far have discovered at least four anti-particles and assume that 
several more exist in nature."-Florida Times·Union, August 14, 1959. 
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N
IGERIA is a country 
in West Africa about 
the l3ize of Texas and 

Oklahoma together or a 
little larger than France 
and Italy combined. Its 
33 milllon people speak 
some four hundred lan­
guages and dialects and 
are divided into even 
more tribal groups. At 
present its people are 

6y "Awakel" carrGlpOndeht in Nigeria 

tracted by the love the 
Witnesses show. Thus 
one Apostolic prophet­
ess kept accusing the 
Witnesses of being 
talse prophets and 
demon·possessed. How­
ever, as she daily not· 
ed their friendliness, 
even to her, and their 
zeal, she got to won· 
dering: "If these peo­

looking forward to taking on full independence 
from Great Britain by October, 1960. 
cr. Jehovah's witnesses are active in Nigeria, 
even as they are in so many other lands 
throughout the world. They began their well· 
known house·to·house preaching there back in 
1927, and today they have upward of 27,000 
active ministers organized ,l,nto 450 congrega· 
tions. 
((', To a Christian missionary coming from Eu­
rope or America to Nigeria for the first time 
the most striking impression received is that 
of the readiness of the people to talk about 
the Bible and God's purposes. Religion is such 
a living part of the daily life of the Nigerians 
that no one ever says, "I'm too busy," or "Tm 
not interested." when approached by a Witness. 
It is not uncommon to see a knot of people in 
front of a house or on the street discussing 
the trlnity or whether there is life after death 
or not. In fact, discussions of Christianity and 
Islam are regular features of the daily news· 
papers, It is no wonder therefore that often 
Nigerians who g~t to England are shocked at 
the apathy towa.rd religion there. Upon their 
return they often ask: "How is it that you come 
to teach us about Christianity when in your own 
country the churches are practically empty?" 
ft Another .fine aspect of the personality of the 
NigerIans is their warm hospltaHty. Jehovah's 
witnesses gOing to distant unknown villages in­
Variably find themselves warmly received and 
supplied with food and accommodations for the 
night. In return for such hospitallty the Ni· 
gerians receive spiritual blessings, even as was 
true in Bible times. Proof of this is seen in the 
remark of one hospitable Nigerian woman: 
"I know now that this is the true religion. I do 
not have words enough to express my gratitude 
to you. Here are my children. Please teach 
them so that they can preach to oth~s as you 
are doing." 
C. On the other hand, the Nigerians are at· 
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ple are false prophets, why are they so happy, 
so hard-working and so friendly?" She investi· 
gated and soon accepted the Bible truth. In 
spite of strong opposition from her own family 
and her former religioUS associates she can· 
Unues as a zealous Witness. 
tT. A serious obstacle the Witnesses meet in 
their work is the widespread illiteracy, which 
in some provinces runs as high as 90 percent. 
The government is well aware of this situation 
and $0 is stre$sing both juvenile and adult 
reading classes. The good news of cOil's klng· 
dam furnishes a strong incentive to learn. Many 
of the Wltnesses haVe learned to read at sev· 
enty and even eighty years of age. 
tT. In spite of the high percent of illiteracy, the 
Witnesses conduct as many as 31,000 home Bi­
ble studies weekly. To hold the interest of il­
literate students special techniques are reo 
qUired. Oue of these is to pose a problem on 
the iocal point 01 the lessons and to gradually 
reveal the solution as the study progresses. 
(L It would be a mistake to imagine that to be 
illiterate signifies a lack of intelligence. Often 
it merely means a lack of opportunity to get 
a formal education. Many illiterate persons are 
mentally alert, leaders in their \iliages, ca· 
pable of grasping great issues and appreciating 
logical argument. It is simply a matter of get· 
ting the ideas aC1·OSS by pictures and ve.rbaJ 
eXplanations rather than by the written or 
printed word. Frequently the illiterates prove 
capable of feats of memory that astonish an 
educated :person. Thus a Witness may find an 
illiterate who is able to explain clearly the 
whole argument of the previous week's Bible 
stUdy and quote the Scripture texts used. 
(L The Christian missionaries serving the Ni· 
gerians say that there ls no work so joyous 
and rewarding as theirs of carrying the good 
news of God'S kingdom to appreciative persons 
with hearing ears, the Bible.loving Nigerians 
who welcome the witnesses of Jehovah. 

AWAKE! 



By "Awake!" correspondent in B&lgium 

A SMELLY liquid drawn from the bow­
els of the earth is the very lifeblood 

of our modern civilization, Nearly every­
thing we use in present-day living, even 
our food, is dependent upon it. It is the 
source of power for farm tractors that 
plow the fields, for -the machinery that 
harvests the crops, for the trucks as well 
as many of the trains that transport farm 
products and other goods to cities, towns 
and villages, Aside from the sun, it is the 
world's most important source of energy. 
For our mechanized world this smelly liq­
uid is "black· gold." Because of the great 
demand for it, oil that flows from a well 
to this industrial civilization is riches 
from a pipe. The person who owns an oil 
well is considered to be a man of wealth. 

Oil is sO much a part of modern living 
that few people think much about it un­
til the supply of its products is reduced 
or cut off. Then they become acutely 
aware of the vital role petroleum plays in 
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our way of life. The great dependence of 
modern nations upon it is clead~ pointed 
out by The Encyclapedia Americana. It 
states: "It may be stated that without pe­
troleum world wars, as we know them, 
would be impossible. Recovery and recon­
struction after such a war would also 
present insuperable pl'ob1ems without 
petroleum-powered equipment. Petroleum 
also is instrumental in production and de­
livery of fissionable and fusionable ma­
terials." 

Few people realize that petroleum sup. 
plies us with more than motor fuel, heat­
ing oil, kerosene and lubricants. It also 
provides us with cosmetics, ink, tires, saaIl, 
medicines, gum, paints, waxes, asphalts 
and some three hundred other products 
that are made entirely or partiaUy from 
petroleum. It is difficult for the average 
person to conceive how so many things 
can come from such dirty-looking, smell)' 
liquid. 

One of the theories as to its source is 
that it was formed ages ago from marine 
vegetable and animal matter. The exact 
process is unknown. It is thought that 
when this matter was entombed in mud, 
sand or shell banks it gradually underwent 
a change by chemical, physical and bac­
teriological action that resulted in oil. 

Underground pressure from the rocks 
and entrapped sea water tends to for~ the 
oil to the surface of the ground. When this 
is prevented by cap rock or some other 
natural barrier, it is kept in the gl"Ound m 
what are called "oil traps." These are the 
oil reservoirs that man is now tapping. 

The Search for Oil 
A little less than a hundred years ago 

the search for oil was rather simple. The 
prospector would go where he thought oil 
should be found, throw his hat in the air 
and begin digging where it landed. Some­
times he struck oil, but more often than 
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not these haphazardly drilled wells were 
unproductive. They were dry wells, 

The methods used today are much more 
scientific. Before the pros{)ector thinks 
about drilling he makes a careful exami­
nation of the region where he suspects 
there is oil An airplane is frequently used 
to heJp in this by mapping the terrain 
photographically. SUrface crews use these 
maps to make seismographic checks. This 
is done by setting off a charge of dynamite 
just under the surface of the ground. The 
shock waves of this miniature earthquake 
reflect from the hardest layers of under­
ground rock. Sensitive seismographs 
placed around the explosion center record 
the reflected shock waves, thus giving the 
geologist information about the under­
ground layers of rock. The seismographic 
survey either confirms or disproves the 
conclusions the geologist has drawn from 
his examination of rock outcroppings, 
structural indications and surface signs of 
petroleum such as surface seepages. 

Another instrument the geologist uses 
is the gravimeter. It is spnsitive to changes 
in the force of gravity. As we know, grav­
i(y is the force that pulls things toward 
the center of the earth. Observations have 
revealed that this force is not absolutely 
the same for all the earth's surface, but 
that it is slightly stronger where the sub­
stratum is composed of heavier rocks. 
Sr.ight variations in the gravimetric field 
help the geologist to discover oil traps in 
the rocks where he may find crude oU as 
well as to determine whether the traps 
are near or far from the surface. 

These instruments are only helps and 
not infallible oil finders. There are condi­
tions in the earth's strata that can cause 
them to give deceptive readings. The only 
way the oil prospector can be sure that 
he has found oil is by drilling. Although 
hJs instruments may indicate conditions 
suitable for oil, it may not be present be-
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cause of having escaped to other layers of 
rock or to the surface in centuries past. 
The uncertainty of oil prospecting, even 
with modern instruments, explains the 
high cost of such research work. It is esti~ 
mated that this research in the United 
States alone costs $200,000,000 each year. 
One exploratory well may cost as much as 
$500,000. 

Methods of Drilling 
Early oil prospectors, such as Edwin 

Drake, used the percussion method for 
tapping an oil reservoir. This system con­
sisted of nothing more than driving a 
pointed stake into the ground. The deepest 
Drake could go with this method was 
about seventy feet. It could not be used 
far penetrating, layers of hard rock and 
for reaching deep deposits. It was best 
suited for shallow oil beds. 

Tod.ty oil wells are generally slmk by 
means of drills. A steel tower about 136 
feet high is put over the drill site for 
hoisting the drill, and its connecting tub­
ing in and out of the hole. As the drill 
bites its way into the ground, tubes are 
added 'to the drill shaft or guide pipe. 

Especially conditioned mud is pumped 
through the guide pipe and out through 
the bit. It then WOl'ks its way up between 
the shaft and the wall of the hole. The 
mud serves the purpose of cooling the bit, 
bringing up the cuttings and plastering 
the walls of the hole, thus preventing a 
cave-in. It also keeps the hole sealed 
against a blowout by underground gas. 
When the mud reaches the surface again 
the cuttings are screened from it~ and it 
is then recirculated. 

Sometimes when an unexpected gas 
pockH is pierced the pressure of the g~s 
is sufficient to blow the mud out of the 
pipe. This is a blowout, and it is extremely 
dangerous. The smaI1est spark can ignite 
the gas at the surface, creating a blow-
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torch that is several" hundred feet long. 
Such fires are difficult to put out. Some 
have lasted for more than three years. 
One method used for extinguishing a fire 
of this nature is to explode a charge of 
nitroglycerin near the pipe. The explosion 
momentarily displaces the oxygen that is 
feeding the fire. That moment is sufficient 
to snuff out the blaze, but advance pre­
cautions inust be taken to make sure that 
nothing around the well will reignite the 
escaping gas. Not until the wen is capped 
is it safe for workmen to go near it. 

A rotating drill is not satisfactory for 
extremely deep welJs when its connecting 
tubing must also rotate. When a well is 
three or four miles deep. the energy re­
quired to turn a drill with a shaft that 
long is tremendous. The problem is solved 
by using a turbine drill. With this type of 
drill the guide pipe does not turn. The bit 
is rotated by a sman turbine that is fas­
tened to the bottom section of pipe. The 
turbine's source of power is the mud that 
is circulated through the hole. As it passes 
through the pipe it turns the turbine and 
thus operates the drill. 

In soft formations the drill may last 
for two hundred feet before it must be 
changed. In hard formations it may be­
come dulled by only a few feet of drilling. 
Sometimes the rock is so hard that a steel 
crOwn fitted. with diamonds must be used. 
To replace the dun bit the entire length of 
tubing must be pulled out of the hole. 
Each section is unfastened and stood in 
the derrick or drilling towel' as it comes 
up. After the bit has been replaced the 
procedure is reversed with the sections be­
ing added as the drill descends. 

When oil is struck the hole is lined with 
heavy steel pipe. Cement is pumped be­
tween this casing and the wall of the hole 
as a protection for the wall. A smaHer pipe 
is then put into the hole and attached to 
an assembly of valves, called a "Christmas 
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tree," that is fastened to the casing. The 
mud stopper is removed from the we\\ by 
forcing oil or some other liquid into the 
hole. With the mud removed, the oil begins 
to flow Ull the pipe under its own pressure. 

The natural pressure upon oil may equal 
half the number of feet that the deposit 
is under the surface. Oil men do their best 
to preserve this pressure, as it saves the 
expense of pumping. When there is insuf­
ficient pressure or when it drops after the 
well has been used for awhile, they may 
pump ga'l into the deposit to bring up the 
pressure. Sometimes they have no choice 
but to use the more expensive method of 
pumping the oil out. 

When oil is found in a rock formation 
that is so dense that it does not permit 
the oil to ftow 'tnto the well, on men wi)} 
use a process known as fracturing. Kero­
sene or water mixed with sand will be 
pumped into the well under great pressure. 
This opens small cracks in the rocks. The 
sand packs into the cracks and keeps them 
open when the pressure is released. The 
oil is then able to flow out of the rock and 
into the well, where it can be pumped out. 

Transportation and Refining 
Petroleum is often found in remote parts 

of the world, far from transportation lines. 
To build a good road to the well and then 
take the oil out in tank trucks can be very 
expensive. The same can be said of bUild­
ing a railroad to it. A pipeline is the most 
practical method. Onc~ it has been laid, 
the cost of moving the oil becomes rela­
tively small. The initial investment of 
about $150 a yard for the pipeline may 
seem high, but it is soon compensated for 
by the savings the pi~line brings. 

There are hundreds of thousands of 
miles of pipelines throughout the world 
that are continually carrying "black gold" 
to an oil-hungry world. The United States 
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a10ne has over 400,000 miles of it. In some 
instances a pipeline carries the oil to a 
port where the petroleum is transferred 
to ocean-going tankers and then taken to 
refineries. In other cases the oil goes ei­
ther to a refinery directly or to a tank 
farm, where it is stored until needed. A 
tank in one of these farms may hold as 
much as 150,000 barrels of ail. 

When crude oil reaches the refinery it 
is subjected to a distilling process by first 
being heated and then its vapors are drawn 
off and passed through a cooler. This proc­
ess separates the oil into raw gasoline, raw 
kerosene, gas oil, lube distillate and heavy 
bottoms. Thermal and catalytic cracking 
is an important step in the refining proc­
ess. This is done by subjecting the hydro­
carbon molecules to very high tempera­
tures.. The heat causes them to decompose 
and to reassemble into different molecules. 
The result is a higher percentage of more 
volatile products. The cracking of distilled 
gasoline greatly improves its quality. It is 
by means of these and other processes that 
it is possible to get from petroleum hun­
dreds of useful prodUcts. 

The natural gas found with oil is not 
wasted. Some of it is pumped back into 
the ground to increase oil production. Oth­
er large quantities are piped under natural 
gas pressure to a plant that extracts the 
natural gasoline from it. The processed 
gas is then sent to distant cities for use in 
industry and homes. 

Natural gasoline is obtained from wet 
natural gas and from vapors in crude oil 
storage tanks. Its principal components 
are such light hydrocarbons as propane, 
butane, pentane and hexane. These com­
ponents are separated by the refinery 

and are later bJended in predetermined 
amounts with cracked gasoline. This gives 
the gasoline its antiknock quality and 
greater volatility. Propane, butane and 
pentane are also used as bottle gas for 
domestic and industrial fuels. 

One of the problems confronting refin­
eries is seasonal demands. Bottled gas, for 
example, is sold during the summer months 
in some countries when the housewives do 
not use coal for cooking. Production has 
to be adjusted to meet this demand. The 
same is true with fuel oils. The sale of 
them is much heavier in the winter than 
in the summer. A refinery can often ad­
just its output of products according to 
the demand. A surplus of lubricating oil, 
for example, can be transformed into fuel 
oil or reprocessed'into gaSOline. 

Without a doubt petroleum is an ex­
tremely usefUl substance, but at the rate 
the world is using it there is a question 
as to how long the supply will last. From 
the time the first well 'WaS drWed at Titus­
ville, Pennsylvania, in 1859 until 1957 the 
world had consumed more than 95 billion 
barrels of oil. With the demand for oil 
products grOWing, the suppJy of crude oil 
is expected to meet the world's demand 
for only a few more decades. Since oil is 
such an important source of energy, this 
is a very sobering thought, It has caused 
the oil industry to look for new sources of 
petroleum, such as oil shale and bitumi­
noussand. 

The fact that so many useful products 
can come from petroleum is a testimony 
to the wisdom of the One who created it. 
Man should be grateful to Jehovah God 
for this amazing substance and should 
use it wisely for the good of mankind. 

" A Communist intellectual once suggested to Red Chinese leader 
Mao Tsc·tung that "Communism is love." The Chinese Communist 
chieftain replied: "No, comrade. Communism is not love; it is a hammer 
which we use to destroy the enemy,"-Time, December 1, 1958. 
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\B:Y~'~~~~~~~~~)~:in Japan 
As THERE is much in Japan 

for the tourist to see, there is 
also much for him to hear. Mingling with 
the normal sounds of a modern nation are 
quaint and distinctly Japanese sounds that 
add to the charm of this exotic land. U 
you should have the privilege to visit Ja· 
pan, be sure to listen as well as look while 
there. 

When you arrive in Tokyo and lie down 
to rest on a futon, a Japanese bed, listen 
to the sounds that come drifting to you 
from the outside. Besides the cacophony 
of a motorized city you will hear the un­
usual clop, clop, clop sound of many wooden 
shoes, or geta, as people walk past your 
lodgings. The geta is a piece of wood, ob­
long in shape, that is cut in such a fash­
ion as to have two crosswise supports. A 
looped-ornarnental cord is fastened on each 
:;ide with the center of the loop held down 
at the front of the geta by means of a 
thong that passes through a hole there. 
The thong slips between the big toe and 
the second toe of the wearer's foot. 

This footwear is very practical. Not only 
does it allow the wearer's feet to remain 
cool, but it permits any member of the 
family to wear the same geta. Many times 
you will see a little tot wearing a pair 
about twice the length of his tiny feet. He 
holds them on by curling up his toes 
against the ornamental cord. Since Japan 
is very rainy, under normal conditions the 
wooden geta are more practical as foot­
wear than leather shoes, which do not 
stand up well under frequent soakings. 
The crosspieces of the geta keep the feet 
above the wet ground. Geta that are espe­
cially used for wet weather are about two 
or three, and sometimes more, inches high 
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and have a toecap of stiff 
oiled paper or leather. 

As the cloPlling sound tapers 
begin hearing the strange sound of a'l\,\t',. 
-like whistle. This is the 
whistle that an­
nounces the neigh­
boring masseur. If 
your back is aching, 
a good relaxing rub-­
down by the mas­
seur may be just 
what you need 
for a restful 
night's sleep. 

In the morning 

you may be •. ~~~~~;~: by the strangi-
a reedy horn; , 
tofuyasan riding through 
the neighborhood on his bicycle selling 
bean curd cakes to early-rising house­
wives. This is one of the strange sounds 
that you will soon become familiar with, 
as the Japanese eat a-tofu with almost 
every meal. 

Later in the day, as you are walking 
about, your attention may be attracted by 
a clattering sound. It comes from the 
"paper-picture show man." He makes the 
sound by clapping two hollow sticks to­
gether. The sound sends young Japanese 
children scampering home to beg five or 
six yen from their mothers. If successful . ' they come runnlng back to buy candy 
from the man. They then cluster around 
his bicycle to hear a story that is told by 
means of pictures. The tale is emphasized 
by the rumble of a drum or the clash of 
a cymbal. 

A loudly clanging bell diverts your at-
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tentlon from the small group of happy 
children to a little man with a big straw 
hat who is pulling a two-wheeled wagon. 
The sound of his bell brings out a crowd 
of housewives who hurry toward. his wa­
gon. He is the city garbage collector. 

A Short Excursion 
If you should decide to take an excur­

sion out of Tokyo toward the south, you 
Will want to travel by train, as it is a fast 
and convenient way to go. When you ar­
rive at the railroad station you will hear 
the voices of many vendors mingling with 
the customary sounds of such places. There 
is one letting people know that he has ice 
cream to sell, another is offering pop, and 
still another rice. They meet every train 
and quickly sell what they have to hun­
gry passengers. 

As the train speeds through the coun­
tryside you may wonder about the Orien­
tal counterpart of the noonday whistJe 
that is heard in many American towns. If 
you listen as you pass through a town at 
noontime you will hear it. Instead of a 
whistle it is a melodious organ-like sound. 
In the town near the famous Fujiyama 
volcano the noontime sound may be that 
of a well-known Fujiyama song. 

After you have looked at the volcano 
you may want to walk about this quaint 
little town. While you are dOing so, your 
attention may be caught by a strange me­
tallic sound, click-clickety-click. You tUrn 
toward the source of it and see a little 
two-wheeled cart loaded down with many 
kinds of beautiful flowers. The sound you 
heard came from the scissors the venq:!3r 
was clacking together. He is the commu­
nity florist, who supplies the Japanese 

housewives with the flowers they Jove to 
have in their homes. It is the cw;tom for 
each house to have a bowl of flowers: at 
the entryway. 

On the way back to the railroad station 
for the return trip to Tokyo your curiosity 
is aroused by another strange-looking cart 
that announces its presence by a steady 
whistle from a small steam boiler. Upon 
inquiry you learn that the man with this 
cart is a pipe cleaner. It is the practice in 
Japan for some of the older men and wom­
en to smoke a long, pencil-thin pipe that 
cannot be cleaned by conventional pipe· 
cleaning devices. The vendor does the dif­
ficult job quickly and neatly by forcing a 
jet of steam through the pipe. 

By the time you arrive back in Tokyo 
it is late in the evening, and you are ea· 
ger to rest your weary body on your 
futon. But as you walk the last block to· 
ward your lodgings you hear a reedy 
whistJe piping a tune. You pause a moment 
to investigate this new sound. It comes 
from a vendor who sells the Japanese 
equivalent of Chinese noodles. He is a pop­
ular man in Japan. This is evident from 
the many customers he has. The loud 
slurping noise they make as they eat his 
noodles makes it clear to others that his 
product is welJ liked. It is considered good 
manners in Japan to let your appreciation 
of good food be known by slurping sounds 
when eating. 

Finally you reach your lodgings and 
crawl into your futon. It has been a long 
and weary day of sight-seeing and listen­
ing. As you reflect upon what you saw and 
heard, you conclude that an important 
part of a visit to Japan is listening to its 
unique sounds. 



ON March 27, 1959, the New York Time8 
reported that Pope John XXIII re­

vived the ancient ritual of feet-washing. 
The account said: "With a gesture of hu­
mility, Pope John XXllI performed today 
the Maundy Thursday [the Thursday be­
fore Easterl rite of washing the feet of 
thirteen young priests." The last pontiff 
to perform the rite, the paper said, was 
Pope Pius IX, who died in 1878. The re­
newal of this ancient custom may cause 
some to wonder about the Scriptural pro­
priety of the rite. Is it obligatory upon 
Christians to wash one another's feet? 

Jesus, the night before his death, both 
washed and wiped the feet of his apostles 
and commanded his apostles "to wash the 
feet of one another." (John 13:1-15) Upon 
the basis of this passage and of 1 Timothy 
5:10, in which it is shown that one of the 
points considered in the service record of 
a widow was whether she "washed the feet 
of holy ones," many so·called Christian re· 
ligions carryon t,he practice and feel 
obliged to do so by Jesus' command. They 
observe his words literally. 

To understand why Jesus washed the 
feet of his disciples and what lessons are 
conveyed by the practice, it is necessary 
for us to study the background and CUS~ 
tom of those ancient people. 

From the Genesis account we note that 
the custom of washing the feet of stran~ 
gers dates back at least to the time of 
Abraham. Back there it was regarded 
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among me QUues of hospitality, a maT'&. 
of respect to the guest and a token of hum· 
ble and affectionate attention on the part 
of the entertainer to wash h\s guest's feet. 
--Gen. lS,4; 24,32. 

The custom originated in the East, 
where the climate is warm and bathing 
was far too often neglected. The heat and 
the dry soU made feet-washing a welcome 
gesture to the weary traveler. Servants, 
sons and slaves, it appears, were assigned 
the menial task of washing the feet of 
their guests. It was regarded as a duty of 
a humbling nature. So, in addition to the 
fact that feet-washing was a token of af­
fectionate regard, it was a sign of humil­
ity. In the time of Christ feet-washing was 
usually done by a servant under the. di­
rection of the host. However, among Chris­
tians, the service was performed by the 
host or hostess, because mo~t Christians 
were too poor to have servants. Neverthe­
less, feet-washing had much practical value 
in Jesus' time.-Luke 7:44; 1 Tim. '5:10. 

The most remarkable instance of this 
custom is found in the thirteenth chapter 
of the Bible book of John. where it is re­
corded that Jesus washed the feet of his 
apostles. After washing their feet, he 
asked: "Do you know what I have done to 
you?" (John 13:12) Jesus was not estab­
lishing any religious ceremony, but was 
setting an example, and he wanted to be 
sure they got the point of it. His act was of 
a symbolical nature, designed to teach 
brotherly humility and good will. If Jesus, 
the Master, had performed for his follow­
ers an act at once so lowly yet so needful, 
how much more were the diSciples them­
selves bound to consider one another and 
to serve one another. 

However, various religions since Jesus' 
day have made a religious ceremony out 
of foot-washing. St. Bernard recommended 
foot·washing as "a daily sacrament for the 
remission of sins." In the Greek church it 
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was regarded as a "mystery." During Lu­
ther's time, foot-washing was considered 
as "an abominable papal corruption," 
when "one stoops to wash the feet of his 
inferior, but expects still more humility 
in return." Martin Luther denounced the 
practice as performed by the pope as hyp· 
ocritical and not at· all in the spirit of 
Jesus' command. He thought the people 
would "be far better served if they were 
given a common bath, where they could 
wash their entire body." Stm, today, some 
religious organizations declare themselves 
most decidedly in favor of foot·washing. 
The question is, Why did Jesus wash his 
disciples' feet? And is foot-washing a 
Christian requirement? 

The night Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples some of them entered into a dis· 
cussion as to their prominence and their 
rights to the most honorable places nearest 
to the Master. (Luke 22:24-27) Twice be­
fore Jesus had rebuked them on this very 
line, warning them that unless they culti­
vated and attained a spirit of meekness 
like little children they could have no part 
jn the Kingdom. It was this spirit that 
prevailed on this occasion, that apparently 
led up to Jesus' washing of the disciples' 
feet as a lesson of humility and willing· 
ness to serve one another even jn the 
humblest capacity. 

Had Jesus and his disciples been the 
guests of some host on thjs occasion, it 
would have been considered the duty of 
the host to have sent some servant or 
slave to wash their feet. As the apostles 
were not guests, but merely had the use 
of the room, no servant appeared to wash 
their feet, and it would have been properly 
the duty and custom for one of the num­
ber to have performed the menial service 
for the others. However, the spirit of ri­
valry was warm in their hearts, and no one 
volunteered to render the service, neither 
had anyone the right to demand it in a 
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company in which Jesus had made no spe· 
cial rank. They aU were brothers. This, 
however, rightly understood and appre· 
ciated, would have left the greater opper· 
tunity for some of them to have volun· 
teered this service to the others. What an 
opportunity they all lost! 

Jesus apparently Jet the matter go the 
full limit, without settling their dispute, 
without appointing any of their number 
to the menial service, to see whether anyR 
one of them would avail himself ot the op· 
portunity and make himself servant of all. 
He waited until they proceeded to eat the 
evening meal, contrary to custom, with 
unwashed feet. Then it was that he arose 
from the evening meal and washed their 
feet. 

Apparently the apostles were astonished 
at Jesus' procedure, and so felt the con­
demnation that his course implied. Jesus 
pointed out that washing feet did not 
mean that he was not the Master, but it 
did signify that as Master he was not un· 
willing to serve the lesser members of J e­
hovah's family and to minister to their 
comfort even in the most menial service, 
and that they should not have been Wl­

willing, but glad, to have rendered such 
service one to another. By example he was 
demonstrating humility and love, By this 
example he made his disciples see the need 
of being servants in God's organization, 
waiting on one another with the water 
of truth to cleanse and refresh them. Je· 
sus did not do this in the nature of a 
ceremony to be performed by his people, 
annually, weekly, monthly, or at any other 
time, but the principle of his service can· 
stituted the example, and is to be observed 
among his followers at .aII times. 

Hence Christians today should copy his 
example by being humble and ready to 
serve their brothers in practical ways, 
just as foot·washing in Jesus' day was 
practical. 

AWAKE! 
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Khrushchev's U.S. Visit *' Soviet Premier Nikita S, 
Khrushchev, with a party in­
cluding Mrs. Khrushchev, two 
of his daughters, his son and 
son-in·law, arrived in Wash­
ington aboard a Soviet W·114 
turboprop plane on September 
15. Greeted first by U.S. PresI­
dent Eisenhower, the Russian 
leader also received a quiet 
welcome by an estimated 200," 
000 persons. Khrushchev's 13-
day visit carried him on to New 
York city, where, on Septem. 
ber 18, be presented a disarm­
ament plan to the U,N. Gener­
al Assembly. Later, in Cali· 
fornia, because it was deemed 
"unsafe," the premier was un­
able to visit Disneyland, and 
that displeased him greatly. 
In San Francisco he was greet­
ed by cheering crowds. A stop· 
off in Iowa and anothe'!' in 
Pittsburgh gave Khrushchev 
a look at U.S. ·fanning meth· 
ods and the s tee I industry. 
From September 25 until the 
Soviet leader's departu~ on 
September 27, EisenhOWer and 
Khrushchev held discussions 
of world affairs. It was report· 
ed that the two government 
heads had, among other 
things, agreed that new talks 
should be held on the Berlin 
issue. Both had agreed to more 
exchanges between their two 
countries and said in a joint 
statement that "all outstand­
ing international questions 
should be settled not by the 
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application of force but by 
peaceful means through nego· 
tiation." 

Khrushchev un Disarmament 
., Speaking before the United 
Nations General Assembly on 
September 18, Soviet Premier 
Nikita S. Khrushchev called 
for "general and complete dis­
armament" of all nations with­
in four years. Under the Rus· 
sian leader's plan n u c 1 ear 
weapons would be destroyed, 
all armies, n a vie s and air 
forces would be abolished and 
military bases would be dis­
mantled. Khrushchev proposed 
that only sufficient forces be 
kept to maintain internal se­
curity. Should the Western 
powers find this unacceptable, 
then par t i a 1 disarmament 
could be considered, such as 
proposals set out by the So­
viet on May ,10, 1955. Among 
other things, such would call 
for the withdrawal of foreign 
forces and elimination of mili­
tary bases on foreign soU, the 
establishment of an atom-free 
zone in Central Europe and 
the signing of a nonaggression 
pact between NATO powers 
and nations of the Warsaw 
alliance. 

Moon Data 
+ Neither a magnetic field 
nor a belt of radiation is in 
evidence around the moon. 
This was reported by Soviet 
scientists after analyzing data 

gatheroo by the instrumented 
container tha t struck the 
moon on September U. SOt'(\l! 
scientists have held that it is 
the rotation 0 f the earth's 
liquid core that causes a mag· 
netic field around the globe. 
The moon, it has been main­
tained, has no such liquid core 
and should therefore have no 
magnetic field. Russian moon 
data appears to bear this out. 
On September 21 the Tass 
news agency reported that the 
final stage of the Soviet lunar 
rocket had also struck the 
moon. 
Plduti's (rom S\,1We 
+ The first television photo­
graphs of the earth from space 
have been relayed by Explorer 
VI. The 142·pound instrument­
ed satellite was launched by 
the U.S. on August 7. Though 
the television pic t u res are 
crude, their transmission and 
reception are notable achieve­
ments, Explorer VI has also 
revealed the existence of a 
new belt of Intense radiation 
encirclirlg the earth. This ra· 
diation band lies within pre­
viously discovered radiation 
belts, one at 2,500 miles and 
another at about 10,000 miles 
from the globe. The new belt 
underlies the c los est band 
and consists of protons said to 
have energies of .-about 75,000,-
000 electron volts. 

A Pian fur Algeria 
<to According to a declaration 
ma.de by F r ~ n ~ h P'r<as\t\en.t 
Charles de Gaulle on Septem­
ber 16, Algerians will be given 
a chance to determine their 
own political future within 
four years aft e r the attain­
ment of peace in that land. By 
referendum they would have 
the right to choose between 
independence, autonomy with 
ties to France, or integration 
into the French RepubIlc. On 
September 28 the Algerian 
rebel regime accepted the prin­
ciple of De Gaulle's declara· 
tion and offered to discuss a 
cease·fire and self·determina· 
tion, but conflicts still contino 
ued throughout Algeria, 
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West Gennan President *' On September 15 Dr. Rein· 
rich Luebke was sworn in as 
the second president of West 
Germany. The inauguration. 
before a joint session of the 
Bonn parliament, marked the 
tenth anniversary of that body. 
Dr. Luebke, who is 65 years of 
age, succeeded Dr. Theodor 
Heuss, who had served for two 
five·year terms. 

DefeDse Bulld-up *' The regimf' of the Domini. 
can Republlc's President Tru. 
jillo took steps in late Septem. 
ber to build up that nation's 
defenses. There was, for exam· 
pIe, mobilization of the regu· 
lar army and a call was issued 
for 100.000 mf'mbers of the reo 
serves. High government aides 
-were also affected-with a 15-
percent wage cut. According 
to Trujillo, the measures were 
necessary because of "the con­
stant threat of Communist ag­
gression," 

Pelptng Shake-up *' Key officials of the Chinese 
Communist regime were shift· 
ed on September 17. Marshal 
Lin Pia a replaced Marshal 
Peng Teh·huaj as Minister of 
Defense. Army Chief of Staff 
Gen. Huang Ro·cheng was sue· 
ceeded by Marshal La Jui· 
ching. It was said that these 
men headed a long list of of· 
flcials involved in the shake-up. 

PrinOO!lS Vf5it!l U.S. *' Princess Beatrix of the 
Netherlands was greeted by 
about 200,000 persons upon a1."· 
rival in New York city on Sep­
tern b e r 11. The 21-year·old 
heiress presumptive sailed into 
New York harbor aboard 8 

new Holland-America f I a g 
ship, the Rotterdam, just 350 
years after Henry Hudson en· 
tered the harbor in the Half 
Moon. The 748·foot·long Rotter­
dam, a 38,645·ton liner, is ca· 
pable of carrying 1,456 pas· 
sengers in its first'dass and 
tourist sections. Significant is 
its design. Its "smoke stacks" 
are two towers toward the 
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rear of the ship, a departure 
from usual design. The Rotter· 
dam is the world's fifth·largest 
passenger vessel and Is the 
biggest Dutch passenger ship, 

Papal Call to Prayer 
+ In an encyclical letter dated 
September 26 Pope John XXllI 
asked Roman Catholics 
throughout the world to recite 
the rosary and pray in behalf 
of world ruJers during Octo-­
ber. The pope himself would 
pray, he said, that causes of 
strife might be overcome and 
that armed conflicts might be 
averted by God. Prayer was 
asked for "the men responsible 
for the fate of great as well 
as small countries," that they 
"may strive to get to the bot· 
tom of the causes that bring 
about strife and may overcome 
them with good will." The 
1,500·word encyclical, tab e 
known as "Grata Recordatio" 
(The Pleasant Memory), was 
the pope's third since his ele· 
vation to the papacy. 

Nuclear~powered lcebreakl'r *' The Lenin, an atom-pow· 
ered icebreaker, sailed on its 
maiden voyage fro m Lenin­
grad into the Baltic Sea on 
September 15. Driven by three 
atomic reactors, the 16,000·ton 
craft is said to be able to cut 
a l00-foot-wide path throuRh 
sea ice. It can reportedly main­
tain a speed of two knots while 
driving lhrough ice eight feet 
thick. 

Prime Minister AS!llYislnated 
+ S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, 
Prime Minister of Ceylon, was 
assailed in his home by a Bud· 
dhist monk on September 25. 
Four shots from a .45 caliber 
revoJver put the 60-year·old 
statesman in critical condition 
and resulted in his death on 
September 26. The monk reo 
portedly had a personal 
grudge against the prime min­
ister. Feelings seemed to be 
strong against the monks fol­
lowing the assassination, even 
though about 7,500,000 of the 
island's 9,500,000 inhabitants 

are Buddhists. Former Educa­
t ion Mini!;ter Wijayanandil. 
Dahanayake, an anticommu· 
nist, was sworn in as Ceylon's 
new prime minister on Sep· 
tember 26. 

San Marino Vot-e 
+ September 13 elections in 
the tiny republic of San Mari· 
no in central I tal y brought 
victory to Rightist Democratic 
partips, With 6,00D votes cast, 
Communist and Left·wing 
groups w ere defeated by a 
margin of 1,300. Rightists won 
36 0 f the 60 parliamentary 
seats and will thus hold power 
until 1963. 

U.N. General Assembly Operl~ 
+ The United Nations GeneT' 
al Assembly beg a n its 1959 
session on September 15. Dr. 
Victor A. Belaunde, a Peruvi­
an, was elected Assembly pres­
ident. Dr. Belaunde expressed 
"unshakable faith" in the As­
sembly and said, "May God 
grant that this Assembly go 
down in history as the Assem· 
bly of peace." Communist Chi· 
nese membership In the U.N. 
was rejected on September 22 
by an Assembly vote of 44 to 
29, with nine abstentions. 

Executions In Iraq 
+ On September 20 Baghdad 
radio announced the execution 
of 17 foes of the government 
of Iraqi Premier Abdul Karim 
Rassim. Among the s e were 
four civilians who were con­
demned as "criminal traitors." 
The others, 13 army officers, 
were accused of backing the 
policies of Gamal AbrIel Nas­
ser of the United Arab Repub· 
lie. The e:«!cuted military men 
were charged w j t h plotting 
against Kassim or with in· 
volvement in a revolt against 
the premier's regime at Mosul 
last March. 

U.S. IIIld Iceland 
+ On September 18 Brig. Gen. 
Gilbert L. Pritchard was re­
moved as commander of U.S. 
forces in Iceland. The m 0 v e 



was made "in response to a 
request by the Icelandic Gov­
ernment" and it was empha­
sized that "the personal com­
petence of the officer himself 
js not in question_" According 
to a formal complaint by Ice­
laM, on September 5 a U.S. 
sentry had forced two Iceland· 
ic' civil air defense orocials to 
lie face down on wet ground. 

New Charter lot' BMuto\and 
*' Under prOVisions of a new 
constitution granted by Queen 
Elizabeth II on September 21, 
Basutoland will have its first 
universally elected Legislative 
Council. Seventy-sIx 0 f the 
eighty Council seats are ex· 
pected to be filled by Africans. 
Basutoland, Ii k e SWazila.nd 
and Bechuanaland, is a British 
Hi g h Commission Territory 
within the Union of South Afri­
ca. It covers an area of 11,716 
square miles and has a popula. 
tion of about 625,000. The char-

tel' grant IS V!ewecl as a step 
toward self·government. 

Cable Link-Up * A new transatlantic cable 
went into use on September 22. 
The line is the first to connect 
North AmerIca and the Euro­
pean mainland directly and is 
under the joint ownership of 
France. W est Germany and 
the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. It Is ca­
pable of transmitting photo­
graphs, radio communications 
and telephone conversations. 

Brunei Gets Chllrter 
.. Bl'unei, a SUltanate in 
northwestern British Borneo. 
received its first written con­
stitution on September 28. Un· 
der the charter's provisions, 
the Sultan hoI d s executive 
powers and the British Resi­
dent is replaced by a Chief 
Minister responsible drrectly 
to the sultan. The constitution 
was promulgated by the SuI-

tan and provides for' a Privy 
Council, a Legislative Council 
and an Executive C a u n c 11. 
Eve n t u a I self-government 
seems to be in prospect. 

Mou!Ifl PlJl.gue 
.. The se.e.m.\ngl-:; harmlel'il'i 
European house mouse, Mus 
musculus, is thriving in Aus. 
traUa's mild climate. Especial. 
ly in the Darling Downs area 
in the s tat e of Q.u\'£n'&t%.nd 
have the ravaging rodents ris­
en to p I a g u e proportions. 
Baits, shovels and traps are 
proving only slightly effective 
in quelling the advancing tide 
of sma II but undaunted in­
vaders. A superabundan~ 01 
wheat held in storage dumps 
makes for rapid and plentifUl 
breeding. Old-timers c a 11 to 
mind the mouse plague of 1917, 
when m 0 use extermination 
was measured in tons, with 
about 60,000 mice per ton. So 
once a g a i n Australians are 
confronted with a big extenni­
nation problem . ........ , ..................................................... , .. , .. ,. 

When God Speaks Peace to All Nations! 
-Is That Your Hope? 

1. Lasting peace is certain at God's hands._Isa. 9:7. 
2_ Our own generation will live to see it._Mark 13:30. 

3. Not all men will receive its benefitS.-Matt. 25:46. 
4. You must act now if you are to share init.-Luke 21:21. 

5. Send today for the thrilling booklet: 

When God Speaks Peace to All Nations 
'fills stirring message from God's Word, the Bible, 
has been heard at all Awake Ministers District 
Assemblies throughout the world thb year. Share 
the enthusiasm It has already eaused. 

MAIL TH't COUPON TODAY 4d. EACH, a FoR &d 

WATCH TOWER THE RIDGEWAY LONDON N.W. 7 

PIe""e st>nd me ." ", ... eop(y. -les) of the bookl"t When God Speaks Pem:;fj to All Nations 
(4d eaCh. 3 for 3d; lor Australia. 5d each. 3 for lOti). I ant ('"closing . 
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