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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL 
News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues or our 

times musf be Unfetfered by censonhip and selRslt irrtere.sts. "A.wakel" has no 
fetters. It recognizes fads, faces facts, is free to publish facts. It is not bound by 
political ambitions or obligations; it is unhampered by advertisers whose toes 
must not be trodden on; it is unpreiudiced by traditional creeds. This journal 
keeps itself free that it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. 
It maintains integrity to truth. 

"Awake!" uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on them. 
Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations. From the four 
corners of the earth their uncensored, on-the·scenes reporJs come to you through 
these columns. This journal's viewpoint is not na·rrow, but is international. It is 
read in many nations, in many languages, by persons of all ages. Through its 
pages many fields of knowledge pass in review-government, commerce, religion, 
history, geography, science, social conditions, natural wonders-why, its cover· 
age is os broad os the earth and as high as the heavens. 

"Awake!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes 
and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and 
strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting 
sure hope for the establishment of a righteous New World. 

Get acquainted with "Awake!" Keep awake by reading "Awake!" __ ,, __ ,. __ ,._ 
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it is high time to awake." 
-Ro'"a111 13;11 

Volumo XXXIX Brooldyn, N. Y., October 22, 1958 Number 20 

Ungodly Russia's 
TRIPLE 

TRIPLE 
TRIPLE 

Defeat 

I ODAY ungodly Russia holds her head 
high. She shows herself superior and 

victorious time and again. Her sphere of 
influence is ever \Videning, especially in 
Asiatic lands, many of which appear to 
be in a quandary as to which way to turn, 
to the East or to the West. She is besting 
the Western powers in her propaganda for 
peace, for a summit meeting and, acCord­
ing to reports, with her exhibit at the 
Brussels International Fair. She is excel­
ling in putting artificial sateliites in space, 
her latest Sputnik being about a hundred 
times as heavy as the heaviest one that 
the United States was able to put in space 
up to that time: 3,000 pounds as compared 
with 38.43. 

However, there is one field of human 
endeavor in which she has little grounds 
for boasting-whether she knows it or not 
-that of religion. Not in the way the 
superficial observer of human affairs may 
be inclined to think: that of her letting up 
on the pel'secution of popu1ar organized re­
ligion and the resultant increase in church 
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activity and memberships. That does not 
, represent a defeat for her but merely a 
change of strategy. She is as fully dedicat­
ed as ever to the destruction of religion, 
and is proceeding toward that goal with 
more refined and, she believes, more ef­
fective weapons. Popular organized reli­
gion has suffered the defeat in that it has 
agreed to mouth the Communist peace­
propaganda line for the crumbs of freedom 
to practice a strictly ritualistic religion. 

Then in what way has ungodly Russia 
suffered defeat as regards the field of re­
ligion? In three distinct aspects. First of 
all, as regards her getting along without 
religion. According to her propaganda line 
communism is based on science, reason 
and inteliect; religion is based on feeling 
and emotion. But is her communism so 
disassociated from emotion, religious feel­
ing, as she would have us believe? Far 
from it~ Does not Russ.la have. he.t' W.rl..wc~. 
her holy places; docs she not display the 
bodies of her prophets, gods or saints, and 
do not her faithful devotees make pilgrim­
ages to see these, even as they in times 
past made pilgrimages to see the bodies of 
religious saints? Has she not named streets 
and squares after them and has she not 
replaced religious icons, images and holy 
pictures with those of her holy men? 

Ungodly Russia has its own holy and in~ 
spired writings, the works of Marx and 
Lenin, which alI the faithful swear by, 
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which are considered infallible and which 
are more revered than studied. Commu­
nist partisans in all parts of the world dis­
play the ardor of religious zealots, very 
much governed by emotion rather than 
logic and reason. Communism demands un­
questioning loyalty, unselfish devotion and 
self-sacrifice, all of which is very much 
like a religion, but which does not make 
much sense from a materialistic and scien­
tific stand.Point. So ungodly Russia has not 
dispensed with religion; she has merely ex­
changed the religious gods of the people 
for the political god of the state. 

Her second defeat she has suffered as 
regards religious principles governing 
marriage and the home. To show her con­
tempt for these she took children away 
from their parents, made divorces very 
easy and simple to obtain and gave chil­
dren born out of wedlock the same stand­
ing as those born within it. But all this 
reacted so disastrously that she had to do 
an about-face on all three points: She has 
had to admit that ''nobody will be able to 
replace the parents--the loving father and 
mother.'' (Atlantic Monthly, February, 
1952) She has made divorce exceedingly 
difficult to obtain and has decreed that 
children born out of wedlock must be 
branded as fatherless all their lives, even 
if the father is known. The New York 
Tim.es, May 23, 1958, told of the agitation 
afoot to ameliorate this sit_uation. But that 
she would go to such extremes is a glaring 
admission of defeat for her policies. 

Her most signal defeat as regards reli­
gion, however, has been administered to 
ungodly Russia by none other than the 

witnesses of Jehovah. In spite of the most 
ruthless measures employed against them, 
the witnesses keep on increasing by the 
thousands. Underground and in the Si­
berian work or slave camps these keep 
witnessing. They have torn the hypocriti­
cal facade of religious liberty from the face 
of ungodly Russia. 

Khrushchev theorized: ''Profound, pa­
tient, skillfully arranged scientific-atheist 
propaganda among believers will help them 
in the long run to free themselves from 
religious delusions. On the other hand, pe­
nalizing administrative measures of any 
kind ... can only 11arm, can only lead to 
strengthening and even intensifying their 
religious convictions.'' 

The \\'itnesses of Jehovah have proved 
the truth of thjs latter part of Khru­
shchev's theory. His applying ''penalizing 
administrative measures'' against them has 
indeed resulted in ''strengthening and even 
intensifying their religious convictions." 
Then why does ungodly Russia keep on per­
secuting.the witnesses, as noted in the Ne\\' 
York Times, March 27, 1958, \Vhich told 
of several "'·itnesscs of Jehovah being ar­
rested on the charge of espionage? Be­
cause Khrushchev fears the truth; he 
knows that his ''profound, patient, skill­
fully arranged scientific-atheist propagan­
da'' is no match for the Scriptural and log­
ical arguments of the witnesses. 

To keep up his hypocritical front about 
religious freedom he fantastically charges 
the nonpolitical witnesses of Jehovah with 
espionage. But,it all amounts to another 
defeat for ungodly Russia in her all-out 
war against religion. 

- ' ' :1 ........ N .. 0-.;.NE_W_P.;L;;AN-...;,NE;;;B;;D;_;B;;D;,..IFI!:: 

-~:Jan Christiaan Smuts, the South African soldier and statesman, once said: 
"Fundamentally the world has no need of a new order or a new plan, but only 
of an honest and courageous application of the historic Christian idea." 
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down a dead-end street. Today men long 
for a change, but their confidence that it 
will come is dead. They lack hope, because 
the expectation of obtaining what they 
crave is not there. 

The Bible ferrets out the one responsible 
for the situation when it says: "The god 
of this system of things has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, that the illumi­
nation of the glorjous good news about 
the Christ, who is the image of God, might 
not shine through." (2 Cor. 4:4) Through 
his false religious, political and other vis­
ible agents he has repeatedly held before 
the people the prospect of a better tomor­
row, only to dash their hopes to the ground. 
Many have become so embittered that 
now, when it js set before them, they un­
believingly shun the very thing they seek. 
But there is no need for you to make the 
mistake of spurning God's provision be­
cause of what the Devil has done. 

Guided by God's spirit, the apostle Paul 
speaks of those who have no hope as ones 
who "were without God in the world." Je­
sus himself said in prayer: "Righteous Fa­
ther, the world has, indeed, not come to 
know you." (Eph. 2:12; John 17:25) Many 
may acknowledge that there is a God, but 
that does not mean that they know him. 
To know him we must know his name, 
his attributes, his purpose, and what he ex­
~cts of us. If we do really come to know 
and believe him, we will no longer be \Vith­
out hope, because it is "God who gives 
hope."-Rom.15:13. 

Basis for Hope 
And what assurance does God give that 

he will take a hand in the affairs of men 
to bring the peace and security they so 
much desire? 

Before the question is answered we 
should have clearly in mind the fact that 
man's plight today is not due to God. Je-
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hovah created man perfect and made every 
provision for his happiness. Trouble came 
when the human pair broke with God, 
when they independently set their own 
standard of good and bad. "They have act­
ed ruinously on their own part; they are 
not his children, the defect is their own." 
(Deut. 32:5) So in this perplexing time if 
we sincerely want divine guidance, we may 
not do merely what is right in our own 
eyes and then pray for God to bless us. 
We must listen to God as he speaks 
through his Word, the Bible, and then fol­
low his counsel. He shows us the way out. 
-Prov. 3:5, 6. 

After man first plunged into sin, Jeho­
vah God promised a righteous Ruler to 
deliver those of mankind who would prove 
to be obedient. (Gen. 3:15) All his prom­
ises since then have been directly related 
to that prophecy. By such events as the 
Hood of Noah's day he gave foundation 
for faith in the promise that the wicked 
will be completely wiped out of existence. 
(Matt. 24:37-39) At his appointed time, 
set centuries in advance through the 
prophet Daniel, he brought forth Christ 
Jesus as mankind's deliverer and anointed 
him to be king, (Dan. 9:24-27; Gal. 4:4) 
Through Jesus' death the legal basis was 
provided to ransom believing ones for life 
in God's new world. Now, since A.D. 1914, 
we have seen clearly fulfilled the visible 
evidences foretold by Jesus, at Matthe\v 
24, that mark his heavenly presence in 
Kingdom power. We are living at the time 
when God is bringing in a new world of 
righteousness. 

Never has even one of the promises of 
Jehovah God failed. His Word never re­
turns to him void, but it accomplishes 
what he pleases. No wonder those who 
know God and his purposes are confident 
in their hope, though surrounded by a per­
plexed world!-Isa. 55:11. 
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What the New World Wlll Mean 
By faith they see a righteous govern­

ment now operating in heaven and soon 
to bring everlasting blessings to obedient 
mankind on earth. The king of that heav­
enly government is not one who is so re­
mote from the circumstances of his sub­
jects that he fails to appreciate their needs. 
He is "not one who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who has 
been tested in all respects like ourselves, 
but without sin." (Heb. 4:15) He himself 
came to earth as a man, "produced out of 
a woman," and here he proved his integ­
rity to his heavenly Father. As King he 
continues to serve God faithfully, and the 
spirit of Jehovah guides him.-Isa. 11:2. 

You may feel that even in a ne\V world 
wars are inevitable, since we have had 
them for thousands of years, It is true 
that there would probably be no hope for 
a change-that is, except for the fact that 
the "God who gives hope" and whose prom­
ises have never failed has purposed to 
make a change. In fact, the change has 
already been made in the lives of the hun­
dreds of thousands of those in the New 
World society of Jehovah's witnesses on 
earth who have abandoned the strif~ of 
the old world. It is his judging among the 
nations that puts in motion the program 
to convert weapons of war to peacetime 
purposes, "neither shall they learn war 
any more.'' True, man cannot do it, but 
God can, and right now he is doing it. 
-Isa. 2:4. 

In that new world man will not be "run­
ning a race with famine" in an overcrowd­
ed earth. Far from it. God's program is to 
"fill the earth," not overcrowd it. (Gen. 

1: 28) With war gone, there will be no 
squandering of countless thou.sands o-f mil­
lions of dollars on programs of destruction 
while the needs of the people are neglect­
ed. Earth's produce will be used for the 
blessing of mankind. "The earth itself wi11 
certainly give its produce; God, our God, 
will bless us." Jehovah 'will open his hand 
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.' 
(Ps. 67:6; 145:16) While the nations of 
the world today are limited in resources 
for reconstruction and development, Jeho­
vah is the Creator of heaven and earth, 
and his ability to provide for his people is 
unlimited. 

So sure is the hope of life in the new 
world that even death cannot take it away 
from those who love and serve God. When 
their loved ones die, they do "not sorrow 
just as the rest also do who have no hope." 
They "have hope toward God ... that 
there is going to be a resurrection of both 
the righteous and the unrighteous." And 
this hope sustains them.-1 Thess. 4:13; 
Acts24:15. 

Since the new world is God's, only those 
who love and worship him as he instructs 
will be there. Have you carefully studied 
the Bible to know that he approves your 
worship, or do you simply do what you 
sincerely think is right and then pray 
to God to bless you'? We must listen to 
him if we expect him to listen to us when 
we pray for his blessing. Jehovah's wit­
nesses will count it a privilege to help you 
to gain from your Bible the knowledge 
you so much need. Those \Vho know God 
and believe his Word are not perplexed at 
\Vhat they see happening in the world, be­
cause they have the hope that God gives. 

Also there will be •• , anguish of nations, not knowing the way out . , • But as 

theBe things start to occur, raise yourBelves erect and lift you.r heads up, because 

your deliverance is getting near.-Luke 21:25, 28. 
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rJ'HE pressure is on 
.l to make you con­
form. To what? To 
keeping up with your 
neighbors in the pos­
session of gadgets, to 
being pleasure­
seeking, to being pre­
occupied with self­
indulgence, to being 
unduly sensitive to 
social pressure, to be­
ing among the thou­
sands who are con­
spicuous consumers. 

MATERIALISM 

tiftc, psychological 
approach to selling 
goes under the name 
of motivation re. 
search. Obviously, 
the manipulative ef­
forts of marketers, 
no matter how en­
ticing their advertis­
ing, are not entirely 
responsible for the 
materialistic way the 
masses thlnk. None­
theless, their efforts 
are having substan­
tial effect and the 
well-prepared pres­
sures they a.pply are 

Make no mistake 
about it: Marketers 
and advertisers are 
emphatically serious in their effo 
make you conform to the consumption 
tetn. Though the United States is parti 
Iarly affected by the pressures for co 
sumption, people in other parts of the worl 
may also be affected; hence all can bene­
fit from knowledge of a campaign that can 
cause you, even unconsciously, to be overly 
concerned with the material things of life. 

''Certainly Americans have become 
more preoccupied with their role as con­
sumers in recent years," says Vance Pack­
ard, widely known author of The Hidden 
Persuaders. ''The pressure has been on,'' 
he says, ''and will continue to be on, f9r 
them to consume more and more.'' 1 

Cunningly, every attempt is being made 
to make you yield to the press11res for con­
sumption of material goods. ''The public,'' 
says Vance Packard, ''is being probed in 
depth through the use of techniques large­
ly borrowed from the psychiatric clinics." 1 

So the psychologist has been called into 
the camp of the commercialists. What are 
the deep-down motives for people's buying 
things? The psychologist finds out. Then 
the marketer applies the advertising pres­
sure in a most effective way. This scien-
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more insidious day by day. 
es, the marketers by their advertising 

diums are deliberately encouraging ma-
. alism; let us not forget this. Let us 

eep in mind what Dr. Ernest Dichter, 
resident of the Institute for Motivational 

Research, told marketing people some 
months ago. ''He stated the problem with 
considerable candor,'' said Vance Packard, 
reporting on Dichter's speech. ''He told 
marketing people they were confronted 
\Vith the problem of permitting the aver­
age American to feel moral ... even when 
he is spending, even when he is not s~ving, 
even when he is taking two vacations a 
year and buying a second or third car. 
One of the basic problems of this pros­
perity, he said, is to give people the sanc­
tion and justification to 'enjoy it and to 
demonstrate that the hedonistic approach 
to life is a moral, not an immoral, one. 
This permission given to the consumer to 
enjoy his life freely, the demonstration 
that he is right in surrounding himself 
with products that enrich his life and give 
him pleasure, Dr. Dichter said, must be 
one of the central themes Of eve.ry adver­
tising display and sales promotion plan." 1 
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This may well be the first time in hu­
man history that such a powerful and sub­
tle campaign has been waged to get people 
to think materialisticaIIy. Every year now 
at least $12,000,000 is spent in America on 
research to ascertain the public's motives 
in buying! Vance Packard cites one peri­
odical of the advertising world that re­
ports that by 1965 no major campaign will 
be launched before prospective customers 
and the product have been analyzed by 
psychologists. 

Dread of Nonconformity 
What have the psychologists found to 

make the commercialists' pressure more 
potent? One discovery that the marketers 
are capitalizing on is the common dread 
of nonconformity in external things. Pros­
perity heightens this di·ead of nonconform­
ity in a sinister way-it paves a road to 
inateria1istic 1iving. "ln a period of pros­
perity," says Harper's magazine, "nobody 
dares not to seem prosperous." 2 The mar­
keters are exploiting these tendencies up 
to the hilt. "Advertising inculcates an in­
teresting concept," says educator Alan 
Valentine in The Age of Conformity­
"that social responsibility includes keeping 
up with one's neighbors in the knowledge 
and possession of gadgets." 

Another way pressure is put on is to 
induce people to believe that material 
gocids are to be deemed far beyond their 
utilitarian function-they are to be viewed 
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as status symbols. As Russell Lynes writes 
in Harper's magazine: "Prosperity pro­
duces . . . curiously empty values ..•. It 
produces strange kinds of personal eco­
nomic competition in which symbols like 
the automobile and the freezer represent 
a burning desire for status." 2 

Much advertising thus extols, not so 
much the useful quality of a product, but 
its function as a status symbol. Almost 
any kind of product can receive the status­
symbol treatment, not jtlst clothing and 
automobiles. Notice the you-need-this-as­
a-status-symbol concept in the following 
advertisement by a book club: "What do 
your books say about you? Books are 
born gossipers. Sitting innocently on your 
shelves they reveal much about your taste 
and your background. Undoubtedly, you 
acquire books that speak well of you." 

There is no doubt that a surprising nwn­
ber of people have amassed shelves of books 
that they will probably never need or even 
read. But the books may impress others. 
This spending of time and money to im· 
press others has been called "conspicuous 
consumption." Professor Thorstein Veblen 
coined the phrase to express the thought 
that .some people readily spend money and 
effort quite uselessly in the pleasurable 
work of inflating their egos. Women, along 
with men, join in the emulative chase. An 
article in the New York Times of February 
4, 1957, predicted: "The career girls who 
marry this year \Vill spend an average of 
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$200 to dress themselves for the ceremony 
-from underpinnings to veil. In some 
cases it is well beyond what a rea1istic 
budget would allow, but the girls accept 
the expense with pleasure. 'More often 
than you would think, the girl who lives 
in a cold-water fiat is the most extrava­
gant bride,' said one bridal consultant," 

"Americans," says A. Kent MacDougall 
of the Passaic Herald-Ne'WS~ "don't like to 
admit that many of them are mixed up 
in the emulative chase, that they waste 
time and money to impress others." 

Another way pressure is applied to keep 
one on the merry-go-round of materialism 
is by wearing a product out in your mind. 
This art is known as "psychological obso­
lescence." Styles and new models are of 
prime use in making a product seem worn 
out in your mind. Undue conformity to 
this tactic of the marketers leads to ir­
rational behavior, says Vance Packard. In 
fact, he calls it "the deliberate encourage­
ment of irrational behavior." He explains: 
"What is the morality of deliberately en­
couraglng us to be \Vasteful of the nation's 
re$0urces by considering any product more 
than two years old as obsolete?" 

"Marketers," he continues, "no longer 
are willing to wait until we wear out their 
product until they consider us prospects 
for a replacement. Products just don't wear 
out fast enough. . . . To accomplish this 
they increasingly have been seeking to 
make us style-conscious. This involves a 
two-step strategy. First you make people 
realize that 'style' is important in the ac­
ceptability of a product. Then you switch 
styles. This strategy was first tested in 
the feminine apparel field where it has 
held sway for a good many years in mak­
ing a woman feel ashamed of everything 
in her closet more than a year old. Now 
it is sweeping into the men's apparel 
field." 1 
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Following Habits of Others 
Advertising may put on the pressure, 

but still that pressure is weak in com­
parison with social preS$ure. Look maga­
zine recently commented: "The most pow­
erful molding force of the present age, 
social pressure." 8 Undue conformity to 
what the neighbors think is far more likely 
to make one a materialist than the lure 
of advertisements. So sensitive are some 
to what their neighbors have and do 
that there has come into prominence the 
phrase "the other-directed man," because 
his actions are dictated by those of others. 

In The Lonely Crowd David Riesman 
says the other-directed person has "ex­
ceptional sensitivity to the actions and 
wishes of others." Just how serious this 
can become is indicated by Riesman's 
words about the other~directed person: 
"Nor does any ideal of independence or of 
reliance on God alone modify his desire 
to look to the others ... for guidance in 
what experiences to seek." 

Will Herberg, in Protestant-Catholic 
-Jew, says of the person who overly con­
forms to habits of others: "Instead of pos­
sessing a built~in gyroscope to keep him 
true to his course, the other-directed_man 
operates with a kind of built-in radar ap­
paratus which is ceaselessly at work re­
ceiving signals from the person's 'peer 
group' and adjusting him to the situation 
indicated by these signals. The other­
directed man is . . . dreadfully afraid of 
being too 'different,' of getting too much 
out of line with his 'peer group.' Indeed, 
the greatest horror of the other-directed 
man, that which renders him so acutely 
uncomfortable, is to feel 'unadjusted' and 
'unsociable.' " 

Interestingly, the other-directed person 
may drift on the ocean of materialism un­
consciously, as Will Herberg says: "The 
operative law of life of the other-directed 
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man is conformity and adjustment; the 
built-in radar that characterizes other­
direction sees to it that such adjustment 
to a fluctuating environment is generally 
achieved quite unconsciously." The person 
who operates mainly by a built-in radar 
is described as being especially numerous 
in suburbia. "Other-direction has already 
become prevalent in the new suburban 
middle-class society." 

Social Pressure 
How does social pressure work as to this 

matter of keeping up in the knowledge 
and possession of gadgets? William H. 
Whyte, Jr., an editor of Fortune magazine, 
has made a thorough study of some subur­
ban neighborhoods. He reports his find­
ings: 

"It is the group that determines when 
a luxury becomes a necessity .... In the 
early stages, when only a few of the house­
~vives in a block have, say, an automatic 
dryer, the word-of-mouth praise of its in­
dispensability is restricted. But then, as 
time goes on and the adjacent housewives 
follow suit, in a mounting ratio others are 
exposed to more and more talk about its 
benefits. Soon the nonpossession of the 
item becomes an almost unsocial act-an 
unspoken aspersion of tbe others' judg­
ment or taste. 

"At this point only the most resolute 
il1dividualists can hold out, for . . . the 
group ... punishes them for not buying. 
Item by item, the process is constantly re­
peated, and the norm never stays still. As 
soon as a certain range of items becomes 
standard in the neighborhood group, its 
members grow re:Stive for a new necessity. 
\Vhat it will be is only partly determined 
by national trends; even \vhen neighbor­
hoods are identical in age and income lev­
els, they can vary a lot in the luxuries that 
are being turned into necessities .. , .. In 
some blocks hi·fi sets are considered an 
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affectation; in others, only a stone's throw 
away, they are almost mandatory."• 

Thus we have a curious situation: Ad­
vertising indoctrinates the public with a 
materialistic concept, and then the public 
enforces this concept on itself! How fero­
cious can this materialism monster get? 

Social pressure gives the monster sharp 
teeth. The monster can now devour not 
only one's finances but also one's time with 
the greatest of ease. The time devoted to 
social activity in certain neighborhoods is 
enormous. Pertaining to this matter were 
a number of speeches given recently at 
a seminar of alumnae at Smith College; 
the New York Times report said: "Many 
participants said it was considered 'shame­
ful' not to join groups in the community. 
Suburban life holds more pitfalls in this 
area than city life, they reported. While 
not doubting the usefulness of group ac­
tivity, they said they deplored the stigma 
attached to the nonjoiner."·' 

Those who conform to the many facets 
of social pressure-do they find the hap­
piness they seek? In his study of suburban 
social life writer Whyte says: "Even the 
most outgoing ... confess that the pace 
of court life occasionally wears them down. 
... To gain privacy, one has to do some­
thing .... But there js an important corol­
lary of such efforts at privacy-people feel 
a little guilty about· making them. Except 
very occasionally, to shut oneself off from 
others like this is regarded as either a 
childish prank or, more likely, an indica­
tion of some inner neurosis. The individual, 
not the group, has erred."• 

Nor is privacy the·only thing missed. In 
an interview one suburbanite said: "I don't 
want to do anything to offend the people 
in our block; ... But then, once in a while, 
I think of myself and my husband and 
what we are not doing, and I. get de~ 

pressed." 
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There is no doubt that many persons are 
overdoing social life to the detriment of 
their spiritual life. "They sense that by 
their immersion in the group they are 
frustrating other urges," said the interw 
viewer, "yet they feel that responding to 
the group is a moral duty-and so they 
continue, hesitant and unsure, imprisoned 
in brotherhood."• 

Co-operating but Not Surrendering 
How is one to cope with social pressure? 

The Christian cannot surrender to the 
crowd. Time is precious; it must be used 
wisely, The crowd wants surrender. Will 
it be satisfied with anything but surren. 
der? Writer Whyte found that a neighbor. 
ly co·operation, though not a surrender, 
had solved the problem for many. "Those 
\Vho seem best able to steer their own 
course care about the good opinion of the 
group," he says. "Unlike the deviate,.they 
pay the little surface obeisances to the 
group .. , . Such people ... have less fric. 
tion with their neighbors than might be 
imagined .•.. Although they may dra\v a 
firm line at intimacy, they are good about 
baby.sitting, returning borrowed lawn 
mowers, and the other neighborly graces."• 

Writer Whyte also found that those who 
were best able to resist social pressure and 
stay true to a course they themselves set 
were those who were engrossed jn some 
meaningful activity. 

In this day of world·wide materialism 
each person who is conscious of his spir· 
ituaJ need must be on guard. The pressure 
is on. It comes from many quarters, from 
neighbors as well as marketers. Yielding 
to the pressures will consume not only 
much of one's finances but also much of 
one's time. And a materialist, )Ve must 
::-eme1nber, is not one who metely pas· 
sesses material things. Rather, he is one 
who is so preoccupied with material things 
of life-whether good or bad-that he neg· 
lects or has no time for taking care of his 
spiritual life in the Bible-prescribed way. 

What are we to do? We can not, \Ve dare 
not steer our course mainly by a built.in ra­
dar, endlessly receiving and adjusting to 
other people's whims and wishes. Let 
God's \Vord be your built·in gyr.Q_scope 
to keep you on the right J·ourse; let it be 
the most powerful molding force in your 
life, not social pressure. "Quit being fash­
ioned after this system of things, but be 
transformed by making your mind over, 
that you may prove to yourselves the good 
and acceptable and complete will of God." 
-Rom.12:2. 

R.EFBRENCE:S 
1 Address delivered November 26 In Chicago at th" 

lunchPon or the nattonal convention o! the Religlou' 
Education A.<soclation, as r<;>portcd ln A>nerico., DP­
ec,nlwr 14. 1957 

' llarper's magazine, JunE', 1956. 
' Look ot February 18, 1958. 
• \'/lllianl H. \Vh;vt<", Jr., The Orpa,,i::af;r;,. ~11!.!, 

chap. :.!6. 
' NE'W York Times, JunP 16. 19$7 

The High Price of Fighter Planes 

The B-52 bomber has long been considered America's niost expensive combat 
plane, costing $8,000,000 each. Now an all-weather fighter plane costs even more. 
The New York Daily New& of April 10, 1958, reported: "The Navy is spending 
$9.9 million on a new single-engined jet fighter plane, $1.9 million more than the 
cost of a B-52 hydrogen bomber .... The Navy has placed a small order for the 
Chance Vought FSU-3 Crusader. The price appeared to be a record for fighter 
planes .... Its elaborate ele<.:tronics equipment acrounts for nearly half of its cost" 
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OF THE exploits of na­
ture's creatures, few 

are as incredible as those of nature's sharp­
shooters. How odd the animal with the 
disconcerting habit of firing saliva salvos; 
how mysterious the insect \Vith the deadly 
squirt gun; how lightning-fast on the draw 
the snake whose aim and potent ammu­
nition make it nearly the most dangerous 
reptile in Africa; how weird the creatures 
that open fire from the eyes and the hips, 
using blood as bullets; ho\v incredible the 
fish that is both a sharpshooting sniper 
and an antiaircraft gunner! 

Before examining some of the improb­
able exploits of nature's sharpshooters let 
us look at the abilities of an animal well 
known for his aim and ammunition-the 
skunk. This furry marksman does not pre­
tend to be fast on the 
draw. He does not have to. 
Most creatures respect the 
skunk's sharpshooting 
ability and do not goad 
him into using his two 
potent pistols-two large 
glands located strategical· 
ly under the tail. 

When pushed too far 
the skunk takes definite 
action. Yet before opening 
fire he raises a battle flag: 
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He elevates his bushy tail, watching his op­
ponent out of the corner of his eyes with 
the grim determination of a gunman loos­
entng his ptstols in their holsters. If the:{)\)­
ponent does not act on the warning, this 
four-legged marksman prepares to squeeze 
the triggers by compressing the muscles 
near the pit of his tail. He \Vhirls his swivel 
hips into firing position, takes aim over his 
shoulder and fires. His pistols fire either 
separately or simultaneously, and they are 
loaded '"''ith enough ammunition for six 
rounds of rapid fi.re. Usually only one shot 
is enough, for the skunk's aim is accurate 
and the ammunition is as effective as an 
atomic shell. 

After a skunk has opened fire, the ef­
fects are perceptible for more than half a 
mile in all directions. It is the smell. One 
who has smelled the effects needs no de­
scription. It is so wick-
edly malodorous, so 
noxiously potent that 
ti a bgplg§§ victim of 
a direct hit is W1nt1-- ""1: 
ingly and suffocating­
ly routed. Since skunk 
sharpshooters aim for 
the eyes and face, woe 
betide any creature 
who presses this 
pistol-packing polecat 
into a showdown fight! 



So sharp is the skunk's marksmanship 
that he rarely miSses his target, even at 
a range of ten to fifteen feet! 

Saliva Salvos and a Deadly Squirt Gun 
That camel-like creature, the llama, is 

not generally as reluctant to open fire as 
the skunk. Whenever the llama feels it has 
taken enough nonsense from any human, 
it lowers its ears to a horizontal position 
and fires a salvo of saliva. The aim is for 
the face and eyes, and llama aim is re­
nlarkably accurate. To be the victim of a 
direct hit is most unpleasant, since the 
liquid ammunition, made up of saliva and 
food undergoing remastication, is malo­
dorous and irritating. 

Almost anything that really annoys a 
llama may come under fire. At the begin­
ning of the twentieth century the London 
Zoo had a famous llama marksman. This 
llama disliked top hats with such an antip­
athy that whenever a wearer of this fash­
ionable headgear strolled within spitting 
range, the llama opened fire. Almost in­
variably the tOp hat received the garden 
hoselike force of the saliva salvo. 

Impressive as llama marksmanship is, 
t)te tiniest of nature's sharpshooters, the 
termite, does not need to feel inferior. The 
exploits of the termite soldiers with the 
deadly squirt guns are amazing enough. 
Protruding from the termite soldier's head, 
the squirt gun is loaded with a sticky 
liquid that gums up attacking ants, leaving 
them helpless and virtually petrified. In­
vading ants re!;'eive the lethal fire right in 
the face. How does the termite aim his 
gun? Ah, that is the mystery. Many spe­
ciesof squirt-gun-armed termites are blind! 
Yet their gluey bullets gum up the enemy 
every time. 

Fastest on the Draw 
Like a villainous, trigger-happy gunman 

is the spitting cobra. This sinister snake 
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is unusual in three respects: (1) It may 
be the fastest of all nature's sharpshooters 
on the draw; (2) its brace of pistols may 
be loaded with the most potent ammuni­
tion and (3) its aim may be the most ac­
curate at close or long range. It is not sur­
prising, then, that Raymond Ditmars says, 
in Snakes of the World: "The spitting Co­
bra comes close to being the most dan­
gerous snake of Africa." This serpent 
sharpshooter can "effectively eject its ven­
om to a distance of eight feet or more 
and thus reach the eyes of a standing per­
son. It is the type of attack which usually 
strikes the victim as a complete surprise. 
Moreover, it is administered in an instant, 
the snake rearing and 'spitting' upon slight 
provocation." 

The spitting cobra believes it is best to 
shoot first and look the situation over 
afterward. Thus one encountering this 
snake sharpshooter hardly has time to 
duck. Writing in the Bulletin of the Anti­
venin Institute of America, Arthur Lover­
idge tells of a hunter's experience in Afri­
ca: "A friend of mine was c.rawJjng 
through some grass to obtain a final shot 
at a hartebeest which he had wounded. 
Suddenly up rose a cobra before him. He 
bad presence of mind to tightly close his 
eyes and received the venom upon hi$ eye­
lids .... After a careful sponging with a 
wet handkerchief he opened his eyes and 
was none the ,-,,orse for his unpleasant ex­
perience." 

Too bad, though, for those who have not 
e\.·en time to close their eyes! Intense pain 
and temporary blindness follow, but if 
proper treatment is promptly taken the 
blinding affliction subsides in a few days. 

The spitting cobra's two heavy-caliber 
pistols are its twin fangs that discharge 
venom outward rather than downward. 
When a cobra opens fire it all seems to 
happen in a flash; the jaws open and close 
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so quickly it is like a snapping motion. 
Out shoots the poisonous bullets accurate­
ly aimed for some victim's eyes. 

Ammunition is no problem for the spit­
ting cobra. He has a built-in armament 
works that turns out poison cartridges in 
amazing quantities. "With two specimens 
on exhibitlon in the Zoological Park," says 
Ditmars, "it was necessary to remove the 
cobras every five or six days as the glass 
was so showered during their 'spitting' at 
visitors it was impossible to see through it. 
. . . The area of the glass most thickly 
spattered was on a line between the heights 
of the snakes' heads when reared in irrita­
tion and visitors' faces." 

Lingual and Blood Bullets 
Firing bullets of poison seems a little 

crude to the chameleon and the toad. Why 
not use artillery to bring home the bacon? 
That is the way they feel about it. Both 
toad and chameleon have rapid-firing 
guns. They fire lingual projectiles-their 
own tongues. 

Woe to the fly that lands within range 
of the chameleon's artillery! A pink, club­
shaped tongue begins to protrude; then 
bang! the chameleon fires and a fly van­
ishes. At the tip end of the chameleon's 
tongue is a knob equipped with a gluey 
secretion. The chameleon's aim being ac­
curate, the lingual bullet hits the target, 
sticks to it and so retrieves the prey. A 
good-sized chameleon may shoot a fly as 
far as twelve inches from its nose. 

The toad is also fast and accurate. Says 
Jean Rostand in Toads and Toad Life: 
"The emission of the tongue is accom­
panied by a dry harsh noise, like the crack 
of a whip, a noise very characteristic of 
the toad. Large toads can catch prey four 
inches off. The speed of lingual projection 
is considerable. The double journey, there 
and back, takes less than a fifteenth of a 
second.'' 
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The so-called horned toads, really liz­
ards, are unique in their ability to shoot 
from the eyes. When frightened these 
creatures fire bullets of blood from the 
corners of their eyes, doing so with the 
most extraordinary suddenness. Does this 
sound improbable? 

''Perhaps the mostimprobable-:;to-ry~0n­
nected with the horned lizard,'' says Os­
mond Breland in Animal Facts and Falla­
cies, "is that they squirt blood from their 
eyes when they become excited or angry; 
yet it is true. I had one of these little rep­
tiles in a jar one day when a student who 
was interested in reptiles came into the 
laboratory. . . . He reached into the jar 
to get it, and almost immediately let out 
a surprised shout. . . . I looked, to find 
him grinning from ear to ear, holding the 
lizard with one hand, and pointing to his 
red-spattered shirt front with the other. 
To this student, the so\\'l.ng of a wh1te sh1rt 
was a small price to pay for seeing a horned 
lizard squirt blood from the corners of its 
eyes. I immediately collected some of the 
discharged material, and an examination 
under a microscope showed that it was 
unquestionably blood. This occurrence is 
thought to be the result of a rise in blood 
pressure which may take place during 
fright or anger, and which causes the cap­
illaries near the corners of the eye socket 
to rupture, squirting blood for some dis­
tance." 

What is the range of these bullets of 
blood? About five or six feet. A fusillade 
lasts nearly two seconds. 

B11t the toadlike lizards have no mo­
nopoly on using blood for ammunition. A 
m'i.dget sharpshooter in Algeria. does fue 
same thing. "An Algerian locust uses its 
own blood as a side arm," writes Frank 
Lane in Nature Parade. "It shoots, like a 
practiced Texas gunman, from the hip. 
There is a pore between the first and sec­
ond joints at the base of the leg. This pore 
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The Overpowering Urge To 

p 

COMMUNICATE 

ERHAPS 
nothing dif-

'lerentlates man so 
completely from the 10\\'­
er forms of animal life than 
his desire to speak intelligent­
ly and his ability to communicate 
his thoughts over great distances 
and in various ways to his fellow man. 
In no other form of animal life can there the chimpanzee for an eXample. Even 
be found so strong an urge to communicate though it is very much like a human child 
as there exists in man. This driving im- when it is young, still it cannot be made 
pulse has forced him to rebel against the to talk. On the other ltand, it is quite im­
limitations of time and space. It is one of possible to keeQ a human eh\1d from ta\k­
the greatest contributing causes behind the · ing. It is believed that if children were 
rapid progress in communications made by left alone to grow up they would in due 
man in recent years, bridging greater and time create a language of their own, but 
greater distances in less and less time. not so the chimpanzee. Even though this 

Man's desire to communicate with his animal is brought up in a human family 
fellow man is so overpowering that not and subject to the impact of human speech 
even the double deprivation of blindness from its very birth, still it does not and 
and deafness can completely wipe it out. will not accept language as a means of 
The astonishing fact is that without any expression. It will not even burst into baby 
training ,vhatever a blind deaf-mute will talk. It is just not in tl1e beast to talk or 
make every thinkable and unthinkable at- to \Vant to talk. 
tempt to break througb tbat almost im- Speech sets man apart. It makes man 
pregnable barrier that separates him from different from all the rest of the lower 
the rest of the world. We have Laura creation, Man not only talks but loves to 
Bridgman and Helen Keller as examples, talk. He is a gregarious creature anJ{ious 
Regardless of location or circumstance to communicate his ideas to others of his 
man instinctively seeks to communicate kind. In this way he is very much like his 
with his fellow man. Creator, Jehovah God. 

While other forms of life have various 
\Vays of communicating among themselves, 
still none of their methods can be com­
pared with what man has developed for bis 
<.1Wn C<'>nv~\\i~nce. Nune. ut the.m \n. the \!\\<e 

sense of th~ word are talking animals. Take 
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Communications Before Man 
God who created rnan also created 

speech. !JI fact, God was the first to eom­
mu.n\\'.'d.\e. \Jn\olU ages 'Delore man was 
created, Ile spoke to his only-begotten Son, 
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the Logos. This One, God used as his reir 
resentative Spokesman, or his channel of 
communication, to commWlicate His will 
to all other intelligent creatures of the 
universe. Not only did God endow his 
heavenly sons with the power of speech 
and the ability to communicate with one 
another, but he also created them with abil­
ities to express themselves beautifully in 
song as well, 'The Bible tells w; that at the 
creation of our earth "the morning stars 
joyfully cried out together, and all the 
sons of God began shouting in applause." 
--Job38:7. 

When about to make man Jehovah com­
mWlicated his desire to his Son, saying: 
"Let us make man in our image, accord­
ing to our likeness." The first man Adam 
was created with the power of speech. It 
is recorded that Adam conversed or com­
municated with God and with his wife Eve 
in the garden of Eden. Adam spo~e per­
fectly and his speech was perfect. He did 
not speak in Wlintelligible grunts and 
groans as generally believed. Adam even 
waxed eloquent as a poet when he first 
laid eyes on his beautiful wife Eve, saying: 

"This is at last bone of my bones 
And flesh of my flesh. 

"This one \Vill be called Woman, 
Because from man this one was 

taken."-Gen. 1:26; 2:23. 

The March of Communications 
As men began to spread over the face 

of the earth, the human urge to commu­
nicate with other men made itself felt. 
Kings and rulers desired to keep in touch 
with their armies and subjects. Families 
and friends longed to hear from one an­
cther. The need arose for a system of com­
munication and the genius of man was put 
to work to make this possible. 

Letter writing began. Private and secret 
messages were hurried on their way by 
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speedy runners. Soon thereafter riders 
were employed. Rafts and sailboats cut 
acrosS water barriers. Later on man's mes­
sages topk to the air. The carrier pigeon 
was entrusted with the respansibility of 
flying special messages over forests and 
lakes to designated spots. Progress was be­
ing made, but communications were still 
far too slow to satisfy man. 

Time and space were intolerable bar~ 
riers. Pitted against the unrelenting drive 
in man to commWlicate, these formidable 
enemies reluctantly gave way little by lit­
tle. First came the wheel, then the steel 
track and then came wings. Letters, mes­
sages, packages, etc., traveled swiftly by 
rail and on highways; still these were not 
fast enough .to appease man's war on time 
and space. Electricity was harnessed. An 
entirely new system of Communications 
was developed. Words traveled on the 
wings of electricity in the form of "dots 
and dashes," or clicks. Airplanes w-ere 
used. Electronic facsimile transmission 
now offers almost instantaneous delivery. 
Still the urge in man is not satisfied. 

The human drive to conquer time and 
space in the field of communications is 
well outlined for us in the 1956 edition of 
The Encyclopedia Americana~ which says: 
"The human voice, once limited to the 
range of hearing, is sent speeding to the 
farthest corners of the world by radio. The 
signals of earlier generations, by trumpets, 
bells, drums, and guns (all limited by the 
range of hearing), and by beacons, smoke, 
flags, semaphore, and rockets (limited by 
the range of sight), have been outmoded 
by the submarine cable, the telegraph, and 
telephone, whose only limitation is their 
network of wires, and even this limitation 
has been overcome by radio. 

"Pictorial representations, unrivaled as 
recorders of events, have shown a similar 
progress, from the laboriously produced 
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drawing, to the photograph and motion 
picture, to television. The development of 
photography, which is essentially 'frozen' 
communication, since photographs and 
films repeat their messages as often as 
they are viewed, is para11eled by the phono­
graph record and the wire or tape recorder, 
which freeze sound for the same purpose." 

Whistle Talk of La Gomera 
Despite the great advance in communi~ 

cations there are still locations on earth 
where modern methods are not· used, in 
fact, are quite ineffective. One such place 
is La Gomera, one of the Canary Islands, 
Here the land is so mountainous that two 
points only some 500 yards apart, as the 
crow flies, may be as much as an hour 
apart on foot. The terrain makes modern 
communications almost impossible to es· 
tablish. The proposition would be expen· 
sive, while the people, financially speaking, 
are poor. So the islanders perfected theit 
own means of communicating with one 
another. They whistle·talk. Here in La 
Gomera a whole race of people, some 30,-
000 of them, converse with one another 
over long and short distances by means 
of whistling; they whistle· talk-and· in 
Spanish at that. 

The language is called silbo (Spanish 
for "whistle"), \Vhile the whistlers are 
called silhadore..'!. The whistle language is 
not a mere code or signal system but a 
version of Spanish. A practiced silbador 
can whistle intelligibly about everything 
he can say in the Spanish language. In a 
few minutes the news of the day can be 
whistled clear across the island. A good 
performer can be heard and understood 
three miles away. This is a good deal far­
ther than one could possibly shout his mes­
sage. They claim that some sitbadores have 
been heard eight miles away, as incredible 
as it may seem. 
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The silbo language is quite flexible. The 
people casually whistle-talk and even tell 
jokes. However, not many silbadores will 
use the language at close quarters. Some 
wiU, mainly to show off before strangers. 
In town the people will frequently call to 
each other in the street by whistling rather 
than speaking their names. 

It is claimed that the silbo language is 
easy to learn and understand. ~io-re a 
child becomes a year old it can under­
stand its name in silbo. One Gamero said 
that the language is so easy that "if I 
didn't know it I could \eam it 1.n one morn· 
ing." Strangers to the language have 
picked it up in three weeks' time. It is 
doubtful if one could learn a difficult Ian· 
gl1age such as Russian or Polish in that 
same length of time. Yet before they are 
nine years old children whistle-talk quite 
fluently. And by the time they are twelve 
they become experts at it. 

We are reminded by Andre Classe that 
"the silbo of La Gomera is by no means 
the only whistled language in the world, 
but it is the most explicit. Other whistled 
forms of communication, found in Mexico 
and some parts of Africa, are made up of 
the tones, isolated from the other elements 
of speech, and convey meaning by a kind 
of musical accent (as Chinese languages 
do). Generally speaking," writes Classe, 
"these other whistled languages are far 
less accurate, less explicit and more lim­
ited in power of expression than the silbo." 

Whistle·talk no doubt serves its purpose 
in communications, but \Vhere distances 
are great and accuracy of statement is 
all-essential, then te1evision, telegraph, tel­
ephone and radio are by far more effective 
and much easier on the breath. With the 
flick of the wrist modern communications 
bring the news from people around the 
world right into one's own living room. 
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The latest dramas and the most soothing 
music come to man in the natural tones of 
high fidelity and color. Time and space 
have practically been eliminated. Is it pos­
sible for man to improve on what he has 
already achieved? Where will this insati-

by ''Awake!'' corre1pondent in Guadeloupe 

f:
THOUCH modern civilization has pene· 
rated almost in every part of the island 

of Martinique, still old superstitions hang 
on. Some planters still check the shape and 
position of the moon before planting. There 
a.re peopl.e who will never eat bananas or <'U· 
cumbers after pressing or after a goOd walk. 
Okra, which Is eaten as asparagus, is consid­
ered not good for men, because eating it is 
believed to take away a man's courage. 
41. Some happenings in everyday life will be 
accepted a$ infallible omens. A bird on the 
doorstep is a sure sign the day wfII bring 
visitors. Hitting a stone with the left toot will 
prevent a serious move. If your right hand is 
itchJng, that is to remind you of an old debt. 
If your left hand itches, that is an indication 
that some unexpected money will be paid to 
you. 
41. To make sure all their products will be 
sold in the market place, vegetable sellers will 
keep some salt or garlic at the bottom of their 
pocketbooks. Averting fate requires that one 
burn some rubber on Friday at 3 p.m. 
tr, A pregnant woman wilI never cut down a 
tree for fear that it Would shorten the life of 
her child. In the country, after the birth of a 
child, the placenta Will be buried at the foot 
of a young tree in order that the child might 
be strong. A child born in December will not 
be registered until tl:te next month so that it 
will get one more fU.ll year of life, 
f! Death involves lhany pecuJiar customs. 
Some will stop their clocks and veil their 
mirrors when someone dies. The aged often 
get their coffins ready. Others will lay aside 
some boards of mah(igany or other Wood for 
burial purposes. Women will set aside a nice 
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able urge to communicate drive rnan? Will 
satellites and space platforms mean new 
systems of communications on earth? 
Where does the future lead? 'What does 
it hold for man? For the answer to these 
questions we shall have to wait and see. 

d1·ess as well as a sheet in preparation for 
burial. There are people who believe evil 
charms can cause death anQ that magicians 
can feITet out the responsible ones. 
41. On All Saints' Day, Novembet 2, Marti­
niquans light candles on the tombs of all their 
deceased ones. They believe that the souls of 
the dead get permission on that occasion to 
corne and spend a few hours around their 
tornb before going back for another year. 
([ Entering a new home is not a casual thing. 
A thorough cleaning first takes place with 
some special herbs crushed in some sea water 
and a few drops of gasoline. Another cere· 
mony is enacted to drive out the evil spirits. 
Then some salt, bread and coa'I are to be 
bl'Qught in first; the salt to give flavor to 
e\'erything in the house, while the bread and 
coal are to maintain warmth and life. The 
bed position cannot be across the boards of 
thi:- floor, because it would form a cross. In 
the country prayers against sicltnesses are 
Written down and hidden in the mattresses. 
(L On New Year's Day ladies and girls wear 
new dresses with red or pink Deas so that 
t11ey will have money all year round. A blue 
dress is never worn, because it would mean 
misery to the imprudent one. A broom is not 
used on New Year's Day for fear ()f sweeping 
luck away. Rain on Good Friday is said to 
heal all kinds of diseases. 
tL To free people from these and other 
sttange superstitions Jehovah's witnesses 
count it a privilege and pieasur(l. This they 
do by making known to all people God's Word 
of truth, as Jesus said: ''If you remain in my 
word, you are really rny disclpl~s, and you 
will know the tn.ith, and the tr\.\th will set 
you free."-John 8:31, 32. 
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©UK skin is truly 
something to wonder at. 
Its structure, the way it 
grows and its various 
functions all most elo­
quently testify to the 
wisdom, power and 
loving-kindness of our 
Creator. Merely look­
ing at its surface gives 
us little idea of how 
complex an organ it 
actually is. 

The human body is 
composed of various 
-kinds of tissue. The 
skin i~ made of its fin­
est building materials, 
the epithelial cells, 
fouhd in such special 
organs as the brain t_ 

and ductless glands. 
We start off in life 
with about 400 square 
inches of skin. A full-grown man has some 
2,800, at which time his skin weighs from 
seven to ten pounds. 

Our skin varies in thickness from IesS 
than one fiftieth of an inch on our eyes 
to more than a sixth of an inch on the 
palms of our hands and tbe soles of our 
feet. Each of us has distinctive skin; 
so much so that seldom, except in the 
case of identical twins, can the skin of 
one person be successfully transplanted to 
another. 

As for the structure of our skin, it may 
be said to be layers within layers. Among 
its very lowest layers is one composed most­
ly of fat. In fat persons this layer may be 
more than an inch in thickness. The aver­
age woman has 25 percent more fat in this 
layer even though she is 1-0 percent sma.l\e1' 
than the average man. This accounts for 
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l~ the female form 
having such 
pleasing curves, 
as well as for the 
fact that, in pro­
portion to size, a 
woman '\\'eighs 
less than does 
a man-fat is 
li"?;,htEl: th~'t'. twJ.~ 
cle. This factor 
makes it easier 
for women to 
float on \Vater, 

I and no doubt ex­
plains why sorne 

t of the best chan-
nel swimmers are 
women, the add­
ed fat also help­
ing to combat the 
effect of the co1d 
water. 

Above this lay­
er of fat is the 

dermis or "true skin," consisting of a fi­
brous network in which are found the blood 
vessels, nerves, the sweat and oil glands and 
the hair roots. Resting on this dermis is 
the epidern1is or topmost layer of our skin, 
its name meaning ''above or over the skin." 
It consists of four or five main layers 
which, in turn, are composed of a .number 
of layers. 

The lowest layer of the epidermis con­
tains the pigment meUznin, which accounts 
for freckles as well as all the differences 
in skin color. The differences in the white, 
yellow, red and black races are due merely 
to the amount of this pigment in this layer 
of the skin, and it is said that one twenty~ 
fifth of an ounce of melanin is all that dis­
tinguishes an albino, having no color at 
all in his skin, and the blackest Negro. 
What fol1y racia1 prejudice appears to be 
\vhen it is based on a mere fraction of an 

21 



ounce of pigment in just one Of the layers 
of the skin. Its being located in the lowest 
pa.rt of the epidermis explains why the 
prophet of Jehovah cou1d ask: "Can the 
Ethiopian change his skin?"-Jer. 13:23, 
AS. 

The blood vessels in the skin extend 
only as high as the dermis, but the nerve 
endings do reach into the lower layer of 
the epidermis, This means that we can 
feel an injury before it goes deep enough 
to draw blood-a wise proVlsion indeed! 

The epidermis consists of some twenty 
layers of cells. The lowest ones are cylin­
drical. The middle layers are more spheri­
cal, due to a process of cell division. The 
higher the layers the more flat they be­
come, until they are as thin and flat as 
miniature shingles or fish scales. As they 
reach the top they also become hornlike 
and die. These horny dead cells keep wear­
ing and wasting away, being ever replaced 
by other cells pushing up. In case of acci­
dent or excessive wear this process is 
speeded up as much as 400 percent. Thus 
our epidermis, or top layer of the skin, 
might be likened to a shingle factory that 
first cuts logs into square blocks and then 
into thin shingles and at last gives the 
shingles a waterproofing and heat-resist­
ance treatment. 

Appendages of the Skin 
Closely associated with our skin and yet 

not strictly a part of it are the fingernails, 
hair and various glands that are termed 
"appendages of the skin." Our fingernails 
might be said to be an extension of our 
epidermis, being hornified eplthelia1 cells, 
and they rest upon the dermis or true skin. 
The hairs rest in tiny openings' in the skin 
and are rooted in the dermis. From two 
to five tiny glands supply each of these 
openings with a lubricating substance. 
These glands are found everywhere except 
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on the palms of the hands and the soles 
of our feet, where their oil might interfere 
with grasping or traction. The largest of 
these lubricating glands are located in our 
eyelids, the most active part of 01.U' skin. 
The oil from these glands keeps both our 
hair and our skin soft and pliabJe, even 
as oil or w~ax is used for leather. 

Sweat is produced by sweat glands, 
which are found in nearly aJl parts of the 
body and have their own openings or pores. 
Consisting mostly of water, salts, uric acid 
and oil, sweat keeps skin moist as well as 
helping to lubricate it. These sweat glands 
are most numerous on the forehead, palms 
and soles of our feet. All together we have 
up"'·ard of two million of them. 

The Skin an Organ 
As the body's largest organ the skin 

performs many valuable functions. It pro­
tects us from water, wind, gases and 
germs; in fact, by means of its secretions 

. it destroys germs. In it is found egosterol, 
which, when activated by sunlight or ar­
tificial ultraviolet rays, produces vita­
min D. 

By its toughness, variations in thickness 
and ability to stretch, the skin protects us 
from bruises. Most stretchable is the skin 
of the abdomen, which not only comes in 
good stead when we fill our stomachs but 
especially for womankind in pregnancy. In 
fact, the skin is always stretched some­
what. This measure of tightness gives skin 
lts tone, aids in the sense of touch and also 
delays the advent of wrinkles. 

Very vital also is the skin's function as 
an organ of sensation, "the principal or­
gan of communication between ourselves 
and the outside world." It supplies us the 
sensations of touch, pain, heat and coJd, 
etc. The various selective nerve endings 
are located in the epidermis; remove it 
and we can feel only the sensation of pajn. 
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OUr skin also serves a very valuable 
purpose as an organ of elimination, even 
as do our kidneys, lungs and intestines. By 
means of our skin we eliminate uric acid, 
especially when the kidneys are not work­
ing properly. Sweat baths are therefore 
beneficial, and especially in diseases of the 
kidneys. The skin also serves as an organ 
of respiration, accomplishing, however, 
less than one percent as much as the lungs. 

The skin serves as a heat regulator. It 
keeps the body within the limits of varia­
tion that it can stand, which is only from 
10 degrees above to 10 degrees below nor­
mal, even though the outside temperature 
maY fluctuate 200 degrees (Fahrenheit). 
Needlessly exposing ourselves to extremes 
of either heat or cold is therefore folly, as 
it means so much extra work to keep the 
body at a normal temperature. 

Normally one third of our blood is in 
the skin, it serving as a reservoir. In hot~ 
weather the blood vessels expand, allowing 
more blood to reach the surface, where it 
is cooled through contact with the air (ra­
diation) and evaporation. In cold weather 
these blood vessels contract, thereby con­
serving the body's heat supply. 

Finally, the skin is an organ of expres­
sion. Emotions cause it to turn red or pale, 
taut or relaxed. Cold or fright causes our 
hair literally to stand on end and our 
skin to have goose pimples. All these ef­
fects are due to an elaborate and intricate 
system of nerves and muscles working har­
moniously together. 

Today it is recognized that skin troubles 
may be due to internal, external or emo­
tional factors. More and more psychoso­
matic factors are being recognized as 
causes of skin blemishes; many a rash is 
caused by a guilty conscience. Faulty tliet 
and elimination are among the internal 
factors that cause skin blemishes, such as 
the teen·agers acne; most likely, too many 
chocolate bars and other sweets and not 
enough exercise. On the other hand, fair· 
skinned persons may get skin cancer when 
exposed to the strong rays of the tropical 
sun, as statistics clearly indicate. 

Truly our birthday suit is something to 
be wondered at. The way it is constructed, 
ho\v it grows and functions, all eloquently 
testify to the wisdom, power and Ioving­
kindness of the Giver of "every good gift 
and every perfect present."--Jas. 1:17. 

Cl How many different languages are spoken today? In his book Language for 
Everybody, Mario Pei, one of the world's leading linguistic authorities, sets down 
the estimated figure 2,796. (It does not include dialects.) Interestingly, more than 
a thousand of these languages are those of American Indian groups. Another 
thousand languages are those of African tribes and the small groups in Asia and 
on the Pacific Islands. Languages spoken by 1,000,000 or more people are probably 
less than two hundred. Linguist Pei reports that Chinese is spoken natively by 
more people than any other, the approximate figure being 500,000,000. English 
rates second, \Vith 250,000,000 native speakers; Hindustani third, with 160,000,000; 
Russian fourth, with 150,000,000, and Spanish fifth, with 120,000,000, In a different 
sense, says writer Pei, English is language number one. This is because Engllsh 
is the most widely distributed of the world's languages. It is so widespread among 
native speakers of other languages that, according to one €Stimate, at 1east 
600,000,000 persons can be reached with English. That is about one out of every 
four persons on the earth. 
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~---------~-----------
ORE and more one hears such terms as 
"American English.'' "British English," 
"Australian English" and "New Zealand 

glish." It is all English, but the variety 
between nations is distinctive. Even in a single 
English-speaking country there may be much 
variety. Jn Britain accents come in great va­
riety, such as that of the Yorkshireman, the 
high Cockney twang, the so-called Oxford , 
accent and the B.B.C. accent (Standardized l 
South-country English). "There is no place in 1 

Britain," says J. B. Priestly, "where you can i 
hear a greater variety of accents than the : 
House of Commons!' 1 
fl Concerning America's variety, speech au- ( 
fhority Frank 0. Colby writes In The Ameri- l 
can Pronouncing Dictionary: "There are three 1 

general types of cultivated speech in America ~ 
today. They have been called Eastern, South- I 
ern, and Middle Western. But the designation 
!I.fiddle Western is rnJsleadlng and inaccurate. ,i 
Dr. George Krapp,· in History of the English, 

1 
Language in America, prefers the term Gen- 1 

eral American. I believe that Standard Ameri- l 
can is a more definitive designation for that ~ 
type of speech now standard among more l 
than three-fourths of all literate Americans 1 
and among most Canadlans of English de- l 
scent." 
4I. Because of the influence of motion pictures, 
television and radio, American English has 
progressed rapidly toward standardization. 
Competent broadcasters usually have what is 
nonsectional speech or neutral speech. "The 
main virtue and the true essence of neutral 
speech," says writer Colby, "lie in its unobtru­
siveness. Best of all, it is a manner of speak­
ing that is accepted in the North, South, East, 
and West as being in good taste!' 
4I. Despite the trend toward Standard Ameri· 
can speech, much Southern English Is still 
distinctively Southern. The most pronounced 
difference is a silent "r" in certain positions, 
as "suguh" for sugar. Also some one-syllable 
words may take on a two-syllable quality, as 
"a-yuh" tor air, and "ha-yuh" for hair. The 
Westerner who has not adopted Standard 
American may say "tar" for tire and "far" 
for fire. Standardization in American EngJjsh 
will go only so far, says speech authority Col­
by: The Southerner will continue to be softer 
and slower, and the Northerner will continue 
to speak at a more rapid pace. 
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(I Americans and Britons sometimes use the 
sii.me word or phrase to mean different things. 
In Britain "homely" means domestic, pertain· 
ing to home life. Thus a Briton maY advertise 
for "a homely housekeeper." But in American 
usage "homely" usually conveys the idea of 
plainness, not being good looking. 
c· Some other differences: The word "billion'·" 
iii America means a thousand million; ln Brit­
ain it means a million million. A clerk in 
America is an assistant in a store or office; 
but in Britain a clerk is an office clerical 
worker only. In America a Yankee is a North· 
erner; in Britain, any American. 
(j When visiting Britain some Australians 
ind New Zealanders have felt somewhat self· 
conscious about their speech. In fact, until 
recently both Australian and New Zealand 
English has been apologized for. South Pacific 
English differs considerably from British Eng­
lish. Americans sometimes mistake New Zea­
land English for British English, but Britons 
make no such mistake. In times past speech 
training in Br-ltain included $pecific counsel 
on eliminating the New Zealand accent. In 
both New Zealand and Australia there is a 
tendency to drawl in a somewhat flat, mo· 
notonous tone. Vowels are sometimes distort· 
ed so that "cow" is pronounced "keow," and 
"day" as "dye." 
(l Instead of encouraging imitation of Brit­
ish English, educators and speech teachers in 
New Zealand and Aui;tralia are now uphold· 
ing their own English. They say it is much 
better speech than that used by those who try 
to imitate the British. 
(L "Attempts to impose an English accent on 
a New Zealand one," recently reported the 
New York Times, "has produced some peculiar 
results. For example, in expensive girls' 
schools, an accent emerges that bears no re­
semblance to any other type of pronunciation. 
... In recent months authorities have rebelle{l 
again$t phony accents. New Zealand, they say, 
has been a nation long enough to develop a 
mode of speech suited to hel:' character and 
needs. Educators say school children are no 
longer taught to acquire an affected English 
accent. ... Properly used, speech experts say, 
the New Zealand accent has a richness and 
variety of its own and there is no need to be 
ashamed of it." 
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TENNYSON once wrote: "More things 
are \.vrought by prayer than this world 

dreams of." The late Dr. Alexis Carrel 
spoke of prayer as "a force as real as ter­
restrial gravity." He said: "I have seen 
men, after all other therapy failed, lifted 
out of disease and melancholy by the se­
rene effort of prayer. Only in prayer do 
we achieve that complete and harmonious 
assembly of body, mind and spirit which 
gives the frail human his unshakable 
strength." Dr. Richard C. Cabot, a pioneer 
in psychosomatic medicine, told a semi­
nary class: "Ministers, if they really kne\v 
how to pray, could probably be doing 75 
percent of the healing work of physicians." 

The Bible also speaks about prayer and 
its healing power. The disciple James, 
speaks about the prayer of faith for the 
sick. He told Christians to confess their 
sins openly to one another and to "pray 
for one another, that you may get healed. 
A righteous man's supplication when it is 
at work has much force." James also says: 
"Is there anyone suffering evil among you? 
Let him carry on prayer. Is there anyone 
in good spirits? Let him sing psalms. Is 
there anyone sick among you? Let him call 
the o1der men of the congregation to him, 
and let them pray over him, rubbing him 
with oil in the name of Jehovah. And the 
prayer of faith will make the indispo~d 
one well, and Jehovah will raise him up. 
Also if he has committed sins, it will be 
forgiven him."-Jas. 5:16, 13-15. 
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Let us examine James' words to see of 
what healing he- is speaking and how it is 
brought about in the lives of Christians. 
The context makes it clear that Jam es is 
talking, not of physical, but of spiritual 
sickness. He first mentions suffering evil. 
That w:fers to "suffering evil for the good 
news according to the power of God." It 
means enduring some hardships for serv­
ing as a Christian witness of God and keep­
ing one's integrity toward God. So, if one 
is suffering thus, let him carry on prayer 
so as to be helped to continue faithful, ad­
vises James.-2 Tim. 1:8. 

But tvhat if someone is in good spirits? 
James says: "Let him sing psalms." Doing 
so, he edifies himself and those hearing 
him. But what if anyone is not in good 
spirits? In other words, what if one is 
sick spiritually? The fact that James con­
trasts being sick with being in good spirits 
plainly indicates he is dealtng wtth ""'?~:r­
itual and not physical sickness. The course 
of treatment he now recommends also ar­
gues it is spiritual sickness. The older men 
of the congregation, who are full-grown 
in the faith and full of wisdom from above 
and acquainted with God's instructions, 
are the proper ones for the spiritually sick 
one to ca11 in. If he ''"ere ai1'1ng physica11y 
he would call in a doctor, if he could afford 
it, or would resort to some medicinal 
remedy. 

What are the older men of the congre­
gation to do \Vith the one sick spiritually? 
They are to pray over him, so that he 
can hear what they pray and can show he 
agrees, with his "Amen!" He has fallen 
into such a spiritual state that he cannot 
properly pray on his o\vn accord any more. 
Not able to ask in faith, and with a waver~ 
ing mind, he has no confidence in his own 
prayer. James states that a man praying 
to God must keep on asking in faith, "not 
doubting at a11, for he who doubts is 1ike 
a \Vave of the sea driven by the wind and 
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blown about. In fact, Jet not tllat man sup.. 
pose that he will receiVe anything from 
Jehovah; he is an indecisive·man, unsteady 
in all his ways."-Jas. 1~6-8. 

Something has brought on the spiritual 
illness. The older men must ascertain what 
did. It may be a number of things, or just 
one thing. An immoral act, misconduct, 
doubts, rebellion, a lack of Bible study, not 
assoclating with the Lord's people-any 
number of things can be responsible for 
spiritual sickness. Brothers that are spir· 
itualJy sick need help and spiritual cure. 

The older men of the congregation are 
not merely to pray with the spiritually 
sick. They must also rub him with oil in 
the name of Jehovah. Not literal oil, like 
the so-called "extreme unction" of Catho­
lics, or like that described at Mark 6:13. 
The "oil" here is the soothing word of in· 
struction fI'()m the Holy &riptures, and it 
restores the spiritually sick one to unity 
with the Christian congregation that is in 
God's favor. The correction that leads to 
spiritual health is described as soothing 
and curative by the psalmist when he says: 
"Should the righteoi..1s one strike me, it 
would be a loving·kindness; and should he 
reprove me, it would be oil upon the head, 
which my head would not want to refuse." 
The1 older men of the congregation are to 
rub the spiritually sick one with oil in the 
sense of stilnulating him with the soothing, 
healing, comforting, corrective Word of 
God.-Ps. 141,5; 133,1, 2; 23,5. 

In the name of Jehovah they are to do 
this. That is to say, in faithfulness to Je· 
hovah God and according to his purpose, 
so as to aid the spiritually ill one to recov­
er and have a part anew jn vindicating 
God's name and proving the Devil a false 
god and liar. Those older men must pray 
in faith, believing that God's Word is right 
and has power to help the sick one to see 
the error of his way and to recognize the 
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rJgnt way. such a unitect prayer of faith, 
toget}ter with the invigorating application 
of God's Word, will make the spiritually 
indisposed person well. It will build up his 
confidence in God's promise and in the 
rightJtess of God's Word and way, and will 
restore him to that way, Thus "Jehovah 
will rtlise him up," giving him strength to 
go in the way of truth and righteousness 
and lifting him up out of his despondency 
and. a feeling of being abandoned by God. 
Now if he responds to the prayer offered 
unitedly by older men of faith and to their 
healthful stimulation of reproof, correc­
tion and exhortation from G<Jd's word, and 
turns around and resumes the right way, 
what sins he has committed will then be 
forgiven him. This forgiveness is on the 
basis of Jesus' righteous sacrifice for sins 
and not on the basis of any self-righteous­
ness of the individual.-! John 1:7 to 2:2. 

The powerfulness of prayers by right­
eous men, not sin-sick men, is proved be­
yond all doubt in the works of Elijah, Eli­
sha, Paul, Peter, Jesus Christ and others. 
Spiritually sick persons who confess their 
sins and seek spiritual aid "may get 
healed," spiritually so. This saves them 
from lapsing into spiritual death, which 
would end up in their eternal destruction. 

To encourage us to thus help brothers 
who are spiritually ailing and in danger of 
fearful consequences, James leaves us with 
this powerful reminder: "Know that he 
who turns a sinner back from the error 
of his way will save his soul from death 
and will cover a multitude of sins." Those 
sins will be covered over. God will re­
member them no more. It is by the sin· 
canceling blood of Jesus that the sins are 
thus covered over, but your prayer helped 
to move the divine arrangement of things 
to mreh a result. For such a privilege of 
lifesaving service you can be very thank­
ful.-Jas. 5:19, 20. 
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Burma 

BURMA is a land \Vhere wet and dry 
seasons succeed each other with the 

regularity of night and day. Six months 
in advance it is possible to forecast, with 
almost perfect accuracy, wet days and 
cloudless days. The dry season is usually 
quite dry and the wet is hot and wet. For 
Jehovah's witnesses going from house to 
house and village to village, often in places 
without paved roads or paths, this knowl­
edge of the weather is very convenient, 
because they generally know what to ex­
pect. Thus they visit muddy places in the 
dry season. 

As in other countries the cry is now and 
then heard: "Why don't you go and preach 
to those people over there? Why do you 
come taking away our flock?"~as if the 
Lord's sheep ·were the personal slaves of 
the sectarian pastors, and as if such pas­
tors were caring for their straying sheep, 
which certainly is not the case. A Burmese 
woman, met in the preaching activity, 
said she had been a Bible woman for the 
Church of England Missionary Society for 
seven years. The Anglican clergy went 
away and did not return. She is now a 
Buddhist, 

The truth is that Protestant organiza­
tions in particular no longer do any sig­
nificant amount of field missionary work, 
but employ their missionaries in social and 
other secular activities. Jehovah's wit­
nesses are the only missionaries in Burma 
who go regularly from house to house call­
ing on a\\ the peop1e with the Kingdom 
hope. 
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While there are sizable bodies of Mos­
lems, l{indus and other religions, the bulk 
of the people of Burma are Buddhists. In 
every vi.llage and in eve"ry ~uartel' of fu-e 
towns and cities are the Buddhist monas­
teries, each with its images of Buddha and 
his immediate disciples. These images are 
usually of brick and plaster, whitewashed 
in colors, and some of them are very large. 
Some are of marble, others of stone, while 
still others are carved from precious gems, 
like the famous "emerald Buddha" of 
Bangkok, Thailand, which is cut from a 
single emerald. The monastery grounds 
are extensive, and all this space is consid­
ered "holy ground." Footwear is prohibit­
ed on the grounds. 

The Burmese are very hospitable, friend­
ly and polite. This makes the preaching 
\Vor!{ of Jehovah's witnesses a delight. 
\Vhile not so poor as people in some other 
parts of the world, the Burmese still are 
quite poor. Yet on being offered the King­
dom literature they will usually take some­
thing if they possibly can, even .jf they 
have to borrow the money, They like to 
give, and, in addition, they have bleen 
taught that it is their religious duty to 
give to the cause of religion. 

Everyone being so friendly, retum calls 
are easy to make. Frequently the house­
holder will welcome the witness regularly 
for months or even years, yet all the time 
he is not really interested in learning any­
thing from the Bible. He just likes to wel­
come you, to be friendly and hospitable. 
It is difficult to learn who really are in­
terested in the Kingdom message when so 
many are willing to discuss the Bible with 
you weekly for months on end. 
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For more than a hundred years Britain 
governed a part or the whole of Burma; 
so an astonishing number of people can 
speak English. Thus, in the upper-class 
suburbs one may speak English at every 
door. Indeed, the Burmese, Indian, Chi­
nese or other householder may be more 
highly educated in English than the mis­
sionary from America or some British land 
who is preaching to him. For the country 
as a whole, Burmese is a sort of Ungua 
franca, but there are many thousands who 
speak no Burmese at all. Many of these 
non-Burmese-speaking people have shown 
interest in the Kingdom message and they 
comprise a language-speaking class of over 
t11irty different tongues. 

In Rangoon, the capital of Burma, there 
are many schools and the people are 
education-minded. Daily papers appear in 
at least seven different languages, and the 
city has one of the highest literacy rates 
in Asia except Japan. Tl)e people like to 
read and learn, and Jehovah's witnesses 
are happy to have literature to give them. 

e In what way Russia's religious defeat has 
affected marriage! P. 4, 1[L 

e Whether war wiU continue until man is 
destroyed/ P. 7, 1T2. 

• Whether famine will always plague man­
kind? P. 7, 1[3. 

• What part psychology plays in advertis­
ing? P. 8, ITS. 

e What a "status symbol" isl P. 9, 1[4. 

• How to cope with social pressure? P. 12, 
~5. 

• What animal raises "a battle flag" before 
he shootsl P. t3, 113. 
e What the "silbo" language isl P. 19, ~2. 

The problem is to find out and cope with 
the language that they can handle. The 
minister of Jehovah's Witnesses must be 
able to speak a variety of languages and 
carry literature in an even wider range. 
In Rangoon the languages fall into four 
main groups: Burmese, the various lan­
guages of India, various dia1ects of China, 
and the English language, Perhaps half 
the people of Rangoon speak two or more 
languages. Educated Indians living there 
commonly speak- four languages and read 
three. An educated Tamil will, for in­
stance, speak and read Tamil, Burmese, 
Hindustani and English. 

To meet the people intelligently and to 
be able to talk fluently with them, Jeho­
vah's witnesses in Rangoon often work to­
gether in groups, the members of the group 
being able to speak many of the languages 
of that area. In this way the language bar­
rier, as great as it is, is being overcome 
and the good ne\vs of Jehovah's established 
kingdom is being heard in all the earth. 

• Where people stop their clocks and veil 
their mirrors \Vhen someone dies? P. 20, ITS. 

• What accoullts hJr the tiiffere11ce i11 ski11 
color of the races? P. 21, f[6. 

e Why one third of your blood is 11orn1ally 
in your skinl P. 23, IT3. 

e How many languages are spoken today? 
P. 23, IT7. 

e What part prayet plays in healing? P. '.!6, 
ff5. 

e How Jehovah's witnesse<; carry 011 th~ir 
ministry in Burn1a, where 1nany different !an­
gu~g-es are spoken? P. 28, f[3. 
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The Quemo-y Crisis 
+ U.S. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, in a nationwide 
radio and te\evision address 
on September 11, declared that 
if it became necessary his na­
tlon must fight tQ prevent the 
Chinese Communists from 
gaining contr:oJ of the islands 
of Quemoy and Matsu. He 
compared the present situation 
in Formosa .Strait with the 
crisis that existed in Europe 
in 1939. At that time, Eisen­
hower held, appeasement had 
led to war. While he said that 
"1 here is not going to be any 
war," he also maintained that 
"there is not going to be any 
appeasement" at this time. Ei­
senhower favored negotiations 
of some sort with the Chinese 
Communists. On September 6 
Chou En-lai, premier of Com­
munist China, made a bid for 
ambassadorial talks with the 
lT.S. on the Formosan situa. 
tlon. Shellings from the Chi· 
nese mainland had been al­
most continual since August 
23. A Communist blockade of 
Chinese Nationalist ships was 
also attempted and U.S. war­
ships were escorting National­
ist supply convoys to Quemoy. 
A few days before the Eisen­
hower address the Chinese 
Communists had proclaimed 
an extension of their territori­
al limits from three to twelve 
miles. The announced limits 
embraced the Nationalist-held 
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offshore islands of Quernoy 
and Matsu. 

Moves 'l'0warll 'l't'>st Ban Ta.lki; *' In notes to the Soviet Union 
dated August 22 the U.S. and 
Britain proposed the holding 
of a parley to Work out an 
agreement on the banning of 
nuclear tests. A conference o[ 
technical experts of the East 
and West, which ended on that 
day, had pointed up the r)ossi· 
bility of policing a test sus. 
pension by means of 180 de­
tect f on stations situated 
on earth's continents and 
oceans. The s<·ientists suggest­
ed the establishment of an in­
ternational agency to super­
vise such an arrangement. The 
British and ll.S. notes pro­
posed that test ban talks begin 
on October 31. The Soviet re­
ply of August 30 accepted the 
Western proposal and suggest· 
ed Geneva as the site of the 
prospective parley. In ans"'•er 
to that communication U.S. 
and British notes of SC'ptem· 
ber 10 agreed to hold the con­
ference in Geneva. Russia had 
proposed that these talks ex­
tend for only two or three 
weeks, but tbl" U.S. held that 
"their i_mportance requires the 
expenditure of whatever time 
may mutually be deemed nec­
essary for their successfUl 
conclusion." 

Iceland's Territorial Umits 
.. Iceland's economy depends 
upon its fishing industry. In 

June it was announced that 
the island would extend its 
territorial and fishing limits 
from four to twelve miles 
This was to have taken effect 
on September 1. OTI August 31 
British fishing trawlers at­
tended by four frigates ap. 
peared within the twelve-mile 
zone. This action angered Ice­
landers, and Premier Her­
~ann Jonasson stated that 
storms, volcanic eruptions 

and earthquakes" had been 
faced by the island's inhabit­
ants and that they would not 
be _intimidated by the British 
actions. On September 1 and 
thereafter the names ot craft 
violati.llg the new zone were 
noted and the ships were also 
photographed. Later Icelandi<" 
Coast Guardsmen attempted 
to board British ships to ar­
rest the violators. Though they 
succeeded in boarding one Brit­
ish vessel, the Ice).anders were 
subsequently forced o:lf the 
ship. Thousands of the island's 
populace demonstrated before 
the British embassy on Sep­
tember 2. An exchange of pro­
tests regarding the zone viola­
tions and boarding of the 
trawler figured in later devel­
opments, but the dispute over 
the fishery limits remained un­
resolved. 

Supreme Court and Jntegl'atlon '*' On September 12 the U.S. 
Supreme Co u rt rendered a 
unanimous decision against the 
delaying of racial integration 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. The 
court ruling was in rejection 
of an appeal involving Little 
Rock Central High School the 
focal point of considerabl~ in­
tegration difficulties in the 
past. Following the decision 
Governor Orval E. Faubus of 
Arkansas ordered four Little 
Rock high schools to remain 
closed on September 15, the 
date on which they were to 
have opened this year. Exactly 
what steps would be taken by 
the U.S. government in the 
new crisis were not immedi­
ately disclosed. 
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Brits.II Race Biota 
+ London, particularly the 
Paddington and Notting Hill 
al' ea s, and Nottingham be­
came scenes of racial rioting 
during the latter part of Au· 
gust. The disturbances began 
in Nottingham on August 23 
and spread from there to 
neighborhoods 1 n London. 
Scores of persons were injured 
and police action was required 
to quell the mass demonstra­
tions. Negroes have jmmigrat· 
ed to Britain and have taken 
up residence there, competing 
with the white populace for 
cheap housing. In many cases 
they have also accepted low· 
wage employment. "Teddy 
boys," London's juvenile 
gangs, were largely responsi· 
ble for the tioting, which con· 
tlnued for many days and dur­
ing which many whites and 
Negroes were arrested. Prime 
Minister Macmillan warned 
that "utmost strictness" would 
be exercised in enforcing the 
law and quelling the riots. The 
British government intends to 
cQnsider possible curbs on Im­
migration, along with various 
aspects of the nation's racial 
problem. 

De Ga.t'.lle's (Jonstttutlon 
+ Speaking in Paris on Sep­
tember 4 Premier Charles de· 
Gaulle urged the people of 
France and its overseas terri­
tories to adopt, in a scheduled 
referendum on September 28, 
his new constitutional reforms. 
He held that France "will 
flourish again or will perish, 
depending on whether the 
state will or will not have 
enough strength, firmness and 
prestige to lead it where it 
must go." The new constitu­
tion would provide for a pow· 
erful executive. The president 
would have authority to choose 
a cabJnet, dJssoJve the Assem­
bly 1tter it had served for one 
year and assume decree pow­
ers when he deemed necessary. 
France's overseas territories 
would have a choice of either 
union with France or inde­
pendence. The proposed con-
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stitutiQn was later attacked by 
former premier Pierre 
Mend~s-France as "dangerous 
for democratic institutions.'' 

India -.i:d Pakistan Agree 
* The prlme ministers of In­
dia and Pakistan met together 
in New Delhi on September 9 
and 10 to work out some ar· 
rangernents for easing fron· 
tier disputes between the two 
lands. Jawaharlal Nehru of 
India and Malik Firoz Khan 
Noon reported Jn a joint com­
munique issued at the conclu­
sion of their two-day discus­
sions that it had been agreed 
that small strips of land in th~ 
eastern border region would 
be exchanged between the two 
countries. Since the partition 
of British India in 1947 clear 
lines of demarcation have been 
lacking in vast sections of 
both the eastern and western 
frontiers. Along the western 
border only 1,306 miles of the 
over·all length of 2,492 miles 
have heen demarcated and of 
the 1,500·mile eastern frontier 
only 160 miles have been deter­
mined. Details of the new 
agreement a.re yet to be 
worked out, but it was report­
ed that the prime ministers 
had agreed on settlements of 
most of the border disputes in 
the eastern region. 

ChUeans Vote for a. Pre!i.ldent 
• Chilean voters numbering 
1,200,000 went to the polls on 
September 4 to elect a new 
president for their nation. 
Conservative-Liberal can di­
date Jorge Alessandri won 
387,932 votes, a margin of 
about 35,000 over Socialist Sal­
vador Allende, who had ob­
tained 352,915 votes and was 
second highest of five candi· 
dates. Senor Alessandri, 
though receiving the greatest 
support, failed to get a ma­
jority vote reqillred for elec­
tion. The Chilean congress 
must therefore decide who will 
be the country's next presi­
dent. Since the congress is 
usually governed by the popu­
lar vote, it is expected that 

Seft.or Aleasandri will succeed 
Chile's President Carlos 
Ibaft.ez del Campo on No­
vember4. 

Strife In Me::doo City 
<$> Violence broke out in Mex· 
ico City on September 6. Mass 
rioting erupted when dissident 
factions of a primary teachers' 
union attempted to ho Id a 
rally there without official per­
mission. Police and federal 
troops acted to quell the dis· 
turbances with tear ga.s, trun­
cheons and fire hoSf!S. Before 
calm was restored, however, 
scores of persons had been in· 
jured and required treatment 
at local hospitals. A presJden­
tial decree carried out on suc· 
ceeding days resulted in arrests 
of foreigners suspected of hav· 
ing part in the unrest. The vio­
lence of September 6 marked 
the third wave of rioting in 
Mexico City in recent weeks. 
In the latter part of August 
university students demon· 
strated in protest to a rise in 
bus fares, and, later, certain 
elements of the Petroleum 
Workers Union a Is o staged 
demonstrations there. 

Venezuela.: Foiled Revolt 
*The provisional govern· 
ment of Venezuela became the 
object of insurgent activities 
on September 7. The streets of 
Caracas were scenes of mass 
gatherings, some gunfire was 

·exchanged and casualties were 
estimated at about eighty per­
sons wounded and killed. Led 
by Lieut. Col. Juan de Dlos 
Moncada and Lieut. Col. Hely 
Mendoza, the rebels surround· 
ed the presidential palace and 
temporarily gained control of 
Caracas' chief ra.dio and tele. 
vision stations and the De· 
fense Ministry, The revolt was 
short-lived, however, for by 
early afternoon of the same 
day the C'Quntry's ruling junta 
issued a communiqul! declar· 
in g that the situation was 
under control and that the up­
rising had been quelled. The 
junta hss promised fhat a 
constitutional government is 
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to be established in Venezuela 
and that free elections will be 
held there soon, possibly in 
November. A similar attempt 
to overthrow the nation's jun· 
ta govemment was suppressed 
in July. 

Bulganin's Downg.radlng 
+ Nikolai A. Bulganin ha s 
lost his membership in Mos· 
cow's Presidium. Notice of the 
former Ru s s i an premier's 
ouster came in an official an· 
nouncement of the C en tr a I 
Committee of the Soviet Com· 
munist party made public on 
September 6. Earlier, on Au­
gust 15, it was revealed that 
Bulganin had been removed 
from the chairmanship of the 
Soviet Union State Bank. On 
that date he was appointed as 
chairman of an economic coun­
cil in the northern Caucasus 
region. Bulganin's removal 

from the Presidium had been 
expected by many observers. 

St. Lawrence Power Project 
+ Canada and the U.S. have 
for the past four years co­
operated in the construction of 
a $650,000,000 power project. 
A 160-foot dam has been built 
on the St. Lawrence River be­
tween Barnhart Island and the 
Canadian shore, thus strad· 
dling the international bound­
ary line. Eventually, thirty. 
two hydroelectric generators 
will be in operation there, each 
capable of producing 57,000 
kilowatts of electricity. Each 
nation will get the benefit of 
sixteen generators. A formal 
dedication ceremony on Sep­
tember 5 put into use the first 
eleven generators, producing a 
total of 627,000 kilowatts of 
electricity for northern New 
York state. 

Ato~fw-Pe.ce Omatereace * Over 5,000 scientists and ob­
servers from sixty-seven na­
tions of the East and West met 
in the old League of Nations 
building in Geneva on Septem· 
ber 1. The occasion was the 
opening session of the Second 
United Nations International 
Conference on the peaceful 
Uses of Atomic Energy, and 
the talks were scheduled to 
continue for tw<J week'l.. M.'?...~ 
attention was turned to the 
tapping of H·bomb power, or 
thermonuclear fusion reaction, 
attained by the combining or 
merging of small particles in 
an extremely hot plasma. Doc­
uments Issued by various coun­
tries Indicated that similar 
avenues of research had been 
pursued by both the East and 
the West but that actual 
achievements in the field of 
controlled fusion reaction had 
been slight or uncertain. 

CCke whole worlJ £5 talkinq 
.•• about the 1958 Divine Will International Assembly of 
Jehovah's Witnesses, where a quarter of a million per!lons as­
sembled to learn from God's Word what the divine will is for 
Christians in this generation. NOW .. , 

... all the principal convention talks will be available to you in 
issues of The Watchtower. You will want to read all this vital 
information during the next year. Send $1 so you will not miss 
an issue. Or ••• 

. . • if you already subscribe for The Watchtower, send $1 for 
Awake! for one year. 

Mail the coupon and receive free three 32-page booklets. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N. Y. 

Name_ 

'ity 

I 111n enclosing $1 for a year's suhscrlptlon for D The Watchtower; O Awake! I am to receive 
free three 32-page hooklets on Blhle topics. 

Street and Numtie! 
or Route 8.nd Box 

Zone No. --· ... State·-·· 
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WHAT FATE 
/M-~ 

HUMAN RACE 
? 
• 

Never has there been such need to take stock of world events 

The eyes of the world ore turning to remote 
parts of the earth while the peace of the 
world hangs on the turn of events that are 
climaxing there. Powerful forces vie with each 
other for control of the valuable resources 
in these strategic locations as stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons are moved within striking 
distance. Will the "cold" war develop into 
a "hot" war? Will modern weapons of mass 
destruction be tested on the bottleAeld? Will 
East meet West in an alt-out struggle for 
survival? What drives them irresistibly on in 
this contest for world supremacy that threat­
ens even conquest of the moon? 

384 Pages 

The answers ore bound up in a rivalry that 
is thousands of years old. The history of its 
origin and its development to its certain cli· 
mall in this generation is the thrilling theme 
of the new book "Your Will Be Done on 
Earth". This fascinating account will stir you 
as it unfolds through the centuries. Your own 
personal security and happiness are in the 
balance ·as modern world events are brought 
sharply into focus. Can you fearlessly and 
confidently face the future that is revealed 
by God's inspired Word? You need the com­
forting and reassuring message found in 
"Your Wilt Be Done on Earth". 

Send 50c: 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y. 

Name .. 

City 

Please send me the new book "rour "R'ill Be Done on Earth" for the 50 eents enclosed. 

Street and Numh<'r 
or Route and Box. 

7..one N~. Stare 

In: AUSTFIALIA address 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S • ..,,,. .. ENGLAND: 34 Craven Terrace, London W. 2. 
CANADA: Hill Bridgeland Ave., Toronto 19. SOUTH AFRICA: Private Bag, Elandefonteln, Transvaal. 
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