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MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL 

News sources that are able to keep you awoke to the vital issues of our 
times must be unfetrered by censorship and selfish interests. "Awake!" has no 
fetter•. It recognizes fac,s, faces facts, is free to publish fads. lt is not bound .by 
political ambitions or obligations; it is unhampered by advertisers whose toes 
must not be trodden on; it is unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal 
keeps itself free that it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedorn. 
It maintains integrity to truth. 

"Awakel" uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on them. 
Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations. From the four 
corners of the earth their uncensored, on-the-scenes reports come to you through 
these columns. This iournaJ's viewpoint is not narrow, but is international. It is 
read in many nations, in many languages, by pers~ns Qf all ages. Through its 
pages many fields of knowledge pass in review-government, commerce, religion, 
history, geography, scienc_e, social conditions, natural wonders-why, its cover­
age is as broad as the et;irth and as high as the heavens. 

"Awoke!" pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden foes 
and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting mourners and 
strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a delinquent world, reflecting 
sure hope for the establishment of a righteous New World. 
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-Romano 13:11 

Valume XXXIX Brooklyn, N. Y., June 8, 1958 Number 11 

EDITOR T. s. MATTHEWS said in the De­
cember, 1957, issue of The Atla1itic 

Monthly in the article "What Makes 
News": "Most of the world's 'news' is man­
ufactured by the press itself: intervie\vs 
with important men, reports on grave sit­
uations, press conferences, press investiga­
tions, political surveys, 'informed specula­
tion.' ... The only big news, private and 
public, that human beings are really con­
cerned about is news of life and death. 
There has been no new news on either sub­
ject for some time-nearly 2000 years, in 
fact. ... The press is only a reflection of 
the world it reports, and, like the world, 
it is quite unable to recognize or accept 
really good news-a saint for the ages, a 
lasting hero, a revelation of permanent 
truth; it can only exaggerate or minimize, 
ignore, misreport, or doubt, just like the 
rest of us. Big bad news it can't miss; big 
good news it never sees, though it pre­
tends a lot of little good news is big, and 
manufactures all the big good news it can. 
What keeps the press going is mainly snip­
pets: some news, much gossip, loads of 
rumor-not to speak of all the features, ex­
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tras, special acts, and entertain­
ing etceteras." 

The press has truly missed to­
day's big good news. Yet this 
news is of vital concern to us 
because it is regarding life and 
death. 

Is it not good news to hear that there 
is now a solution to man's age-old problem 
of war? That the end of man's senseless 
slaughtering of one another is in sight? 
That steps are now under way to unite 
mankind under one government? That a 
program has been worked out that will 
eliminate crime and delinquency? That a 
means has been devised to extend man's 
life span indefinitely? 

Is this not headline material? Is it not 
the very best of news? 

The fact that God's kingdom is now es­
tablished in the heavens and is preparing 
to take over the rule of earth means that 
the move to do these things is under way. 
It knows how to do it, and it has the power 
to do it. The reforms it will introduce will 
completely upset this present system of 
things. They will change man's entire way 
of life and his view of the future. The es­
tablishment of this kingdom, then, is to­
day's big good news. 

Under its just rule \\'ars will cease, and 
crime will become a thing of the past. 
"Come you, behold the activities of Jeho­
vah, how he has set astonishing events on 
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uae earth. He is-making wars to cease to 
the extremity of the earth. , .. Of the in­
crease of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end, . . . Then justice 
shall dwell in the wilderness; and righteous­
ness shall abide in the fruitful field. And 
the work of righteousness shall be peace; 
and the effect of righteousness, quietness 
and confidence for ever. And my people 
shall abide in a p_eaceable habitation, and 
in saie dwe\\ings, and in quiet Testing­
places.''-Ps. 46:8, 9; Isa. 9:7; 32:16-18, 
AB. 

It will even stamp out crime and all 
forms of lawlessness. ''And just a little 
while longer and the wicked one will be no 
more, and you will certainly give attention 
to his place and he will not be. For the wick­
ed themselves will perish.''-Ps. 37:10, 20. 

The cleanup campaign that will be 
launched and carried out by God's heaven­
ly kingdo~ undeT Chrisi wil\ \eave the 
earth a desirable place for the meek of 
earth to live in. ''For those being blessed 
by him will themselves possess the earth, 
... The righteous themselves will t>ossess 

the earth, and they will reside forever upan 
it.'1-Ps. 37:22, 29. 

People by the thousands are being 
thrilled with this good news. They cannot 
keep it to themselves. They tell everyone 
about it. They want everyone to hear this 
big news, the best news of our day. Their 
enthusiastic proclaiming of it is fulfilling 
the prophecy at Matthew 24:14: ''And this 
good news of the kingdom will be preached 
in all the inhabited earth for the purpose 
of a witness to all the nations, and then 
the accomplished end will come.'' 

That end is the end of this present wick· 
ed system of things. It comes at the time 
set by God. It will be the result of the 
necessary cleanup of earth by Jehovah's 
kingdom. 

The establishment of this heavenly gov· 
ernment and what it will do is the biggest 
good news today. Nothing that this world 
has done is bigger news. Its importance 
does not diminish because some people are 
deaf to it. It is news that will profoundly 
affect your life. How you react to it will 
be either to your blessing or to your un­
doing. 

40 YEARS AGO 

tr.. The New york Daily News of April 17, 1957, published a Jetter from a seventy­
year-old man. ''Not in one thousand times one thousand words can anyone prove 
we are better otf today than 40 years ago," he said. "I was born and brought up 
in mldtown Manhattan. When I was a boy, the school teacher would whack you 
in the proper place for an infraction of the rules. A policeman would wield his 
billy U you h,ung around street corners. In those days, one could walk' through 
Central Park any tllne of day or night without fear of molestation. Today you 
dare not cross the street from your home without danger of being mugged .... I 
have prayed to God to let us Americans have a little bit of the wholesome pleasures 
and safety of 40 years ago.'' 

EXERCISE FOR GORILLAS 

':t_: Du Berrie's book I Lived with Gorilla contains a passage about a gorilla 
exercising his muscles by leveling a tree. The tree was no twig but one about 
eighteen feet high and with a thickness of a man's thigh. Describing the gorilla 
push against the tree, the author said: ''It was an amazing sight to see the great 
muscles of his back working and, rippling underneath the skin, and to watch the 
tree bending before such irresistible force. At last with a crash it fell to the ground.'' 

4- AWAKE! 



WHAT IS RELIGIOUS Mm.y slnc.re ... nona confuse honest rellwlous 
.... tfclsm with Nllwlous Intolerance. God's Word, 

INTOLERANCE? .. Blltle, howewer, makes• clear distinction. 

ACCO}{DING to the dictionary 
intolerance is the ''refusal to 

allow to others the enjoyment of 
their opinions, chosen modes of 
worship, and the like." To be intol­
erant means not tolerating, bear­
ing with, putting up with ''differences 
of opinion or sentiment, especially in reli­
gious matters." On the other'" hand, ''toler­
ance implies an attitude of (esp. intellec­
tual) forbearance with reference to views, 
opinions, or actions with which one is not 
oneself fully in sympathy." 

Religious intolerance is almost as old as 
the human race itself. How so? In that the 
very first murder, that of Cain killing his 
brother Abel, was due to religious intoler­
ance. Was it not because God approved of 
Abel's form of worship and not of Cain's 
that Cain murdered his brother? 

.<\nd, even as in this instance, religious 
intolerance has been directed especially 
against the servants of Jehovah God. As 
the apostle Paul notes: ''Others received 
their trial b)' mockings and scourgings, in­
deed, more than that, by bonds and prisons. 
They were stoned, they were tried, they 
were sawn asunder, they died by slaughter 
with the sword, they went about in sheep 
skins, in goat skins, while they were in 
want, in tribulation, under ill-treatment; 
and the world was not worthy of them. 
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They wandered 
about in deserts and 
mountains and dens and caves of the 
earth.''-Heb. 11:36-38. 

And the greatest crime ever committed 
on earth, the killing of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, was the product of religious in­
tolerance, even as were the deaths of Ste­
phen, James and other followers of Jesus 
Christ. 

All forms of religious intolerance fly 
directly in the face of the guiding princi­
ples Jesus laid down for his followers: 
''You must love your neighbor as your­
self.'' ''All things, therefore, that you want 
men to do to you, you also must likewise 
do to them; this, in fact, is what the Law 
and the Prophets mean.'' Do those who 
practice religious intolerance love their 
neighbor as themselves? Do they treat oth­
ers the way they want others to treat 
them? Nothing could be more inconsistent 
than for professed Christians to practice 
religious intolerance.-Matt. 22:39; 7:12. 

Further, religious intolerance goes con­
trary to God's Word as to how Christian 
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soldiers are to carry on their WQ.rfare. 
They are told: "The weapons of our war­
fare are not fleshly, but powerful by God 
for overturning strongly entrenched things. 
For we are overturning reasonings and _ 
every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are bringing 
every thought into captivity to make it 
obedient to the Christ." "We have a fight, 
not against blood and flesh, but against 
the governments, against the authorities, 
against the world-rulers of this darkness, 
against the wicked spirit forces in the 
heavenly places." The only weapon Chris­
tians are authorized to use is "the sword 
of the spirit, that is, God's word."~2 Cor. 
10:4, 5; Eph. 6:12, 17. 

Note Paul's further counsel along this 
line: "A slave of the Lord does not need 
to fight, but needs to be tactful toward 
all, qualified to teach, keeping himself 
restrained under evil, instructing with 
mildness those not favorably disposed, as 
perhaps God may give them repentance 
leading to an accurate knowledge of truth." 
-2 Tim. 2: 24, 25. 

How completeJy all intolerance is her·e 
ruled out! Not force and coercion but tact 
is to be used. Tactfulness is the very an­
tithesis of intolerance i' it means persuasive­
ness, not coercion. And how well Paul 
understood human nature! It truly is hard 
to keep oneself restrained when dealing 
with blind and apparently stubborn oppo­
sition; nor is it easy to manifest a mild 
temper under such trying conditions. 

HONEST CRITICISM NOT INTOLERANCE 

The Watch Tower Society's magazines 
repeatedly discuss the religious beliefs of 
others and point out where these err as to 
Scripturalness. But is that religious intol­
erance? And can it therefore be said that 
the Christian witnesses of Jehovah, so fre­
quently the victims of religious intoler­
ance, are themselves gullty of it because 
they criticize other religions? 
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No, not at all. Why not? Because they 
do not try to hinder others from worship-. 
ing as they please, nor do they endeavor 
to influence legislation that would jnter­
fere with the way others worship or that 
would in any way place their form of wor­
ship in a preferred position. Neither do 
they use fleshly weapons to press their re· 
ligious beliefs upon others. Their warfare 
is solely directed at the mind and so they 
use only intellectual weapons, ideas that 
are based on God's Word, the Bible, and 
supported by reason and the facts. They 
readily and fully grant to all others all that 
they ask for themselves. 

To illustrate. In the United States, Great 
Britain, Canada and like democratic coun­
tries the political party in power permits 
the people to criticize its policies freely. 
It answers arguments with argun1ents. 
That is tolerance. But in Russia and like 
totalitarian countries the political party in 
power sends those who dare criticize it to 
prison or executes them. It answers ar­
guments with violence. That is intolerance. 

Jesus Christ set the example for us in 
this as in all other matters. He did not try 
to influence the Roman government to in­
terfere with the worship of his enemies, 
the scribes and Pharisees. Neither did Je­
sus himself resort to the use of force, al­
though he had such power at his disposal 
that he could cause the very winds and 
waves to obey him. 

His own disciples, however, apparently 
did not at first appreci.iite this principle of 
Jesus. Thus when the inhabitants of acer­
tain Samaritan city refused to receive 
their Master, James and John asked him: 
''Master, do you want us to tell fire to 
come down from heaven and annihilate 
them?" Their zeal and love for their Mas­
ter led them into the snare of religious in­
tolerance. But Jesus "turned and reproved 
them," the record states, and then he and 
his party "traveled to a diffeient village" 
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on their way to Jerusalem. So also when 
Jesus sent out the twelve and later the 
seventy. They were not to coerce anyone 
but were to look for those worthy of the 
good news, turning away from and letting 
alone those opposed.-Luke 9:54-56; Matt. 
10:11-14; 15:14; Lukel0:5-11. 

But Jesus' principles did not prevent him 
from freely criticizing the hypocritical 
teachers of false religion. He was right­
eously i,ndignant with them because of 
their selfishness and because of his own 
Jove for his Father, for his fellow man and 
for the truth. That is why he used such 
strong language, both in speaking to them 
and in speaking about them: "You are 
from your father the Devil and you wish 
to do the desires of your father." "Let 
them be. Blind guides is what they are. 
If, then, a blind man guides a blind man, 
both will fall into a pit." And just a few 
days before his death he pronounced seven 
woes upon them. Among other things, he 
called them hypocrites, fools, serpents and 
offspring_ of vipers. He likened them to 
whitewashed tombs because they "out~ 
wardly indeed appear righteous to men, 
but inside l they] are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness."-John 8:44; Matt.15:14; 23: 
13-36. 

If religious criticism is intolerance, then 
Jesus was intolerant and went contrary to 

his own principles. But Jesus cannot be 
so charged, because he did not resort to 
force, nor did he seek to influence Caesar 
to use force, either to prevent others from 
engaging in their form of worsqip or to 
advance his own worship. He was obeying 
his Father's command: "Cry aloud, spare 
not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 
declare unto my people their transgression, 
and to the house of Jacob their sins." And 
in doing this he exposed not only wrong 
conduct and motives but also wrong teach­
ings.-Isa. 58:1, AS. 

Pertinent here is the statement made 
by the late Justice Murphy of the United 
States Supreme Court: "If a religious be­
lief has substance, it can survive criticism, 
heated and abusive though it may be, with 
the aid of truth and reason alone. By the 
same method those who follow false proph~ 
ets are exposed." 

True Christians today follow the examw 
ple of Jesus Christ. They do not stoop to 
intolerance. Because of their love for Je­
hovah, for their neighbors and for truth, 
however, they expose error and with right­
eous indignation condemn hypocrisy. In 
doing so they are not guilty of religious 
intolerance, because they do not combat 
error with violence or the arm of flesh 
but use solely the "sword of the spirit," 
the Word of Jehovah God. 

HIS LAST JOKE 
'i1 An item from Cowfold, England, was reported in the New York Post of Febru­

ary 11, 1958: "A daughter of the late Arthur H. Robins says it's true-the family 

had father cremated and threw his ashes in the garbage can. No disrespect was 
intended. Robins, a stockbroker, 63, specified this procedure in his wilI. 'Father 

was always a practical joker,' the daughter, Mrs. Eve Sutton, said yesterday, 'and 

I guess this was his last joke. None of the family was upset or startled about It. 
The ashes were just put in the bin in a matter-of.fact way and carted away with 

the ordinary household debris.' Robins did not forget the garbage collector, Harry 

Constable. He left him $28 for hauling away his ashes. 'Mr. Robins was a bit of 

a card,' Constable commented.'' 
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THE ROAD 

TO 

MEDIOCmTY 

reading th i s ca n escape 
the insidious pressures to­

ward conformity," wrote George B. Leon­
ard, Jr. ''These pressures, due to the tools 
(mass communications) and techniques 
(psychological knowledge) of the modern 
age, are more effective on a wider scale 
today than ever before.'' s 

. -···~-~ .-... .,.. Moral standards as well as cultural 
~~.~·;.:•··~\~~~~~\~ ;\~~ds are affected by these ''insidious 
=.n;~ .. ~;:""i:::.. .. m __ , .... _ ·· -u '' ''Th t· · tu " t -- · __ ,.~ _,..... .~:;::r-~::::::::::;~~~:'iD' '.:J>t€'"$.S res. e mo ion pie re, wro e - ft ···•-;t .. ·••··• t~s.· --... ~ !'f.?l'.::<tr.::: ........ a;::~ ..... _,, :_, ·:edward L. R. Elson in America's Spiritual 

~~\l;~~~~~:\~'.iif!:\~;~;~~\ft¢'li:iWiird' .- R~covery, ''dictates _our styles and some­
confo~~~:~filµte!f:r#!:)delS·bt,lt.toward times our morals. The columnist provides 
acceptaiiCe;~:~t!:~monplclce." 1 us with premasticated ideas. Book clubs 

'Thatisthe·hi>U~leWitntoday'sconform- select our reading .... We live under a 
ity-the commonplace is so often vanid, dictatorship of psychological pressure and 
vulgar and vain. And yet never before have social atmosphere. Wherever vou look, the, 
mass pressures to conform been so power- mass man is encrOach111i:, u 11 ,,,(11v1n11i11 

ful, so threatening to high mental and mor- man.·' 
al standards. If we are to rise above the 
commonplace level we need to be aware of 
the pressures toward 1J18SS conformity. 

It is most enlightening, then, to examine 
some of the statements made by authori­
ties in different fields, especially since, as 
Columbia University chaplain John McGill 
Krumm put it: ''One of the things you 
can look forward to is a steady pressure 
toward conformity and mediocrity.''~ 

Why are the pressures toward conform­
ity and mediocrity so forcible today? For 
one thing1 because of the tremendous im­
pact of mass communications. ''No person 
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Mass Communications Conlorn1 
So potent in force and yet so impotent 

in quality~that is the mass communica­
tion media! And why? Mass communica­
tions have conformed, not to any exalted 
model, but to the commonplace. Financial 
in+.,,,.,,.,+., iil"P 11~1:illv nlaced above m1hljc 

interests. ···1·nere nas g1·uw11 <:1.1·uu11u u~ " 
vastly increased conformity,'' wrote artist­
author Ben Shahn in The Atlantic Monthly. 
''We are all prone to attribute the new con­
formity to television and mass communica­
tions, and indeed they do play their part. 
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But television is not so much guilty ..asJj;. 
!s itself the victim ot'_£Onformis!ll; ... So 
with radio; so with films; so with the 
press; so with education; so with I 
profe ·o h' · vo e 

ent · tellect a a 
When we consider the fine possibilities 

for education and mature cultural activity 
f.brough the medium of television and then 
dimpare it with what prevails, we may 
feel much like Representative Emanuel 
Celler, who recently lamented TV's con­
formity. He denounced the "gr@abing fo..!:._ 
tQe~ of gold at 1;!1e erid of the television 
sOE!2trum." which,fie said, "has reduced 
the viewing public to a static symbol of 
an earthenware pitjQler, impassively sub­
mitting to the trlc(e and the vulgar being 
poured down the wide-open gullet."'· 

Commentator Edward R. Murrow, in an 
interview in the trade monthly Television, 
came out for less conformity. "The spon­
sor cannot escape his responsibility," he 
said, ''forcontributing to the level of taste.'' 
One way for television to raise itself out 
of the abyss of conformity, says Murrow, 
is.for the networli§_aod stations to editnrj­
.alize. But Murrow's boss, Columbia Broad­
casting System's President Frank Stanton. 
recently said: "It would be most difficull 
[for networks] to take editorial positions 
lkceptable to all our affiliated stations." 
Complained commentator Murrow: "They 
have no .wt.its.~' n 

Elevating the Mediocre 
So we see two phases of present-day con­

lonnity: mass communications conform­
ing to mass appeal and the public itself'. 
conforming to all this mediocrity. Excep­
tional individuals, those with high princi­
ples, resist these popular pressures. But it 
is becoming more difficult to do so. This is 
because the mediocre, sometimes even the 
inane, is being elevated into something 
of a model. When the editors of Fortune 
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magazine published the results of their 
studY of conformity, they found the scene 
"a little frightening .... Conformity, it 
would appear, is being elevated into some­
thing akin to a religion." 1 

The pressure to elevate conformity and 
mediocrity is expressed in many ways. 
There are derogatory epithets such as 
"Brain-truster" and "Eggh'ead." There are 
slogans such as "I'd rather be a bonehead 
than an egghead." Mass conformity, with 
its slurs against scholarly achievement, 
seems to want to make a virtue out of 
mediocrity. Why glorify mediocrity? Could 
it be that, by doing so, some hope to ex­
cuse their laziness? 

Tersely expressing his view of the pres­
ent disdain for mental achievement, colum­
nist Samuel Grafton said: "America is the 
only country in the world, where a man 
who uses a word that isn't understood by 
another man, is made to feel inferior to 
that other man." 1 And Columbia Univer­
sity Professor Gilbert Highet pondered the 
problem. "Cultivated people have always 
been in the millority," he said on his ra­
dio program. "But is this the first time 
in history when they have been made to 
feel ashamed of it~ Can it be that ... mass 
.cul tu re vulgarizes us?" s 

With so many tra~eling the road to me­
diocrity, the road itself· is recommended as 
the way to travel through life. "With most 
men and women pathetically eager to like 
whatever others like," says educator Alan 
Valentine in The Age of Conformity, "ma­
jority taste has become a composite of in­
dividual concessions to what each man be­
lieves to be the general preference. There 
could be no more certain road to intellec­
tual poverty and emptiness of spirit, and 
these are increasingly reflected in modern 
life and literature .... Even manners and 
taste glorify the undemanding common de­
nominator. They reveal little more than an 
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energetic Wlison in the pursuit of the com­
monplace, and this has been carried so fer 
that the uniformity of the average has 
achieved an aura of moral superiority over 
anything that differs from it." 1 

Suppose we accept eievation of the me­
diocre as a result of mass conformity, but 
Why the disdain, even contempt for scholar­
ship? Educator Valentine continues: "Men 
who are WlComfortable in the presence of 
superiority bolster their ego by attacking 
what they have not achieved .... Popular 
society likes excellence only when it is of 
a kind that does not disturb its [self­
esteem]. No society is more given to adu­
lation of those who display superiority in 
certain popular skills, such as baseball and 
golf st.ars and popular entertainers. The 
abilities of such heroes can readily be 
measured in terms of home runs, bogies, 
recordings and dollars, and appreciation of 
them requires little cerebral effort. That 
kind of superiority does not trouble ·a citi­
zen's complacency with his opinions and 
standards."~ 

Barrier to Truth and Improvement 
Undue conformity is the road to medioc­

rity because it raises a barrier to improve­
ment. The improvement need be not only 
something financially advantageous. It may 
be improvement in the sense of attaining 
a richer, happier life; or it may be the 
abandoning of falsehood that has masquer­
aded as truth because of wearing the cloak 
of popular acceptance. Yes, more than 
money may depend on improvement-hap­
piness and life may also! 

What is this undue conformity? What is 
this imprisonment to questions such as 
"What wiU people think?" and "What will 
my neighbors think?" It is fear of man. 
How dangerous this! How utterly unsuit­
able to the happy life! Declares the Bible: 
"Trembling at men is what lays a snare." 
-Prov. 29:25. 
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Ah! now we see undue conformity tn 
another light; we see how serious it is. 
"Today's conformity," said The Atlannc 
Monthly, "is more than anything else the 
retreat from controversiality." 4 

Here we have a retreat from examining 
the evidence! Here we have unwillingness 
to think! How can there be improvement 
unless one is willing to sift, correlate and 
weigh facts-no matter what shadow public 
opinion has cast upon a subject? How can 
anyone improve if he retreats from intel­
ligent discussion? And why retreat from 
controversiality? It may be that even the 
procesS of examining the facts is not good 
in the public eye. Or it may be that one 
fears the facts would actually bear out 
something that is contrary to what is pop­
ularly accepted-that is just a way of salv­
ing the conscience ·When one really fears a 
change in the face of adverse neighbor or 
public opinion. 

How we see this retreat from contro­
versiality in the matter of religion! So 
many persons are unwilling to discuss re­
ligion. Y' et by doing so they cou1i.I Jmprove 
their whole life. Indeed, in so vital a sub­
ject as religion, in which one's eternal des­
tiny is at stake, a retreat from controver­
siality may be deadly! 

Writing on the subject "The Retreat 
from Heresy,'' in The Scientific Monthly, 
Professor Neff says: "Before change there 
must be controversy, and before contro­
versy there need to be facts. The freedom to 
seek out and verify knowledge is the only 
ultimate guarantee that discussion abollt 
facts can lead to intelligent change .... To 
solve a problem scientifically means to 
gather relevant evidence, to examine the 
reJiability of the evidence, and to test out, 
in one way or another, proposed sugges­
tions emerging from an examination of 
such evidence .... In so far as our schools 
are seriously dedicated to the ... problem­
solving approach to learning, and to the 
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extent that we are truly concerned with 
cultural improvement, there is bound to be 
controversy. Indeed, there is reason for 
making of controversial issues the very 
heart of the educative process."~ 

But are children being trained in what 
is called "the very heart of the educative 
process"? Schools often retreat from con­
troversy; churches do also. Said one pro­
fessor, who has also served as a minister: 
"Doubting, the asking of embarrassing in­
tellectual questions, is not fashionable 
within the church." io When young people 
are encouraged to retreat from controver­
siality, what can we expect of them as an 
adult generation? Will they not take the 
road to mediocrity? Will they not retreat 
from the terror of the word "heresy," the 
word hurled at so many who have sought 
progress, improvement and truth? 

"It is not the minds of heretics that are 
deteriorated most,'' wrote John Stuart Mill, 
"by the ban placed on all ihquiry which 
does not end in the orthodox conclusions. 
The greatest harm done is to those who 
are not heretics, and whose whole mental 
development is cramped, and their reason 
cowed, by fear of heresy. Who can com­
pute what the world loses in the multitude 
of promising intellects combined with tim­
id characters, who dare not follow out 
any bold, vigorous, independent train of 
thought, lest it should land them in some­
thing which would admit of being consid­
ered irreligious?"'' 

Destructive to Discovery and Creativeness 
Undue conformity leads to mediocrity 

because it smothers ideas, kills creative­
ness. This can hardly be better illustrated 
than by. the mediocrity that has afflicted 
much of American science. Why? Studies 
of this mediocrity have revealed simply 
this: Scientists have been made to con­
form too much to the administrator's way 

JUNEJ 8, 1958 

of thinking and to the popular conception 
of what science is. 

"In the popular ideology," writes Wil­
liam H. Whyte, Jr., in The Organization 
Man, "science means applying ideas; know­
ing how, not asking why." 

The effect of this was not long ago dis­
cussed in Life magazine: "The U.S. is in­
creasingly dependent on 'research'; we 
spend nearly $4 billion a year on it. But 
over 95 % of this sum goes for applied, not 
basic, research, and nearly all of it comes 
either from government or corporations, 
who have to account to taxpayers and 
stockholders for its 'usefulness.' There is 
consequently a mounting pressure on our 
limited supply of young scientists to get 
into these more 'useful' branches of science. 
This pressure is felt in universities and 
high schools, where 'the educational pat­
tern,' as Dr. Alan Waterman says, 'tends 
to respond by encouraging the premature 
study of the practical.' The result is that 
American science consists less of thinking 
than of measuring: one educator calls it 
'a great hustle and bustle, a rushing back 
and forth to scientific conferences, a great 
plethora of $50,000 grants for $100 ideas. "12 

In his work The Organization Man writ~ 
er Whyte states another reason for the un­
due conformity. "The administrator," he 
says, does not understand "the conditions 
of creativity. The messiness of intuition, 
the aimless thoughts, the unpractical ques­
tions-all these things that are so often 
the companion to discovery are anathema 
to the world of the administrator. Order, 
objective goals, agreement-these are his 
desiderata. Vital they are to executing 
ideas, but not to creating them .... By its 
very nature, discovery has an acci.dental 
quality. Methodical as one can be in fol­
lowing up a question, the all-important 
question itself is likely to be a sort of 
chance distraction of the work at hand .... 
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RationaJize ((Uriosity too early, however, 
and you kill it.'' 

Since organizations are relucts.nt to give 
scientists free time for idle CLfriosity, writ­
er Whyte concllldes that ''management is 
not only repelling talent but smothering it 
as well.'' He tells of a firm that suddenly 
decided to allow its chemists to spend, up 
to twenty-five percent of their time on free 
work. ''To we company's surprise hardly 
any of the IJ].en took up the offer. But it 
shouldn't be surprising. A comp3llY cannot 
bring in young men and sperid several 
yean; trying to make them into one kind 
of person, and then expect them, on signal, 
to be another kind. Cram courses in 'brain­
storming' and applied creativity won't 
change them. If the company indoctrinates 
them in the bureaucratic skills and asks 
them to keep their minds on the practical, 
it cannot suddenly stage a sort of creative 
play period <Vld then, on signal, expect them 
to be like somebody else. In any person 
a native ability cannot remain very long 
dol'Illant without atrophying.'' 

Two much conformity has killed crea­
tiveness. ''.Actually free science, the free 
following of curiosity,'' said Scientific 
American) ''has never been trivial, se-Jfish 
ot purposeless. The sober record of ex­
perience shows that the trained human 
mind, if you give it free play and a con­
genial climate, turns to deep and signifi­
cant enterprises.'' 

Interestingly, a thorough study of or­
ganizations in America has reveaJed thiS: 

''In the great slough of mediocrity that is 
most corporation researc11, what two lab­
oratories are conspicuous exceptions in the 
rate of discovery? They are General Elec­
tric's research department and Bell Labs: 
exactJy the two Jaboratories most famous 
for their encouragement of individualism 
-the most tolerant Of individual differ­
ences, the most patient with off-tangent 
ideas, the least given to the immediate, 
closely supervisl?d. team project, ... The~ 
two are precisely the two that' believe in 
'idle curiosity.' '' 1~ 

Undue conformity-the road to medioc­
rityl Can it be avoided'? But the opposite 
extreme is just as bad. A selfish individual­
ism that prevents effective co-operation 
-this is the road to chaos! Is there a 
middl~ road? What is Ute place for con­
formity, the place for nonconformity? 
These questions will be discussed in a fu­
ture issue of Awake! 
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I ffAPPINESS ALL YEAR I 
An aged man was once asked about the happlest season of the year and he 

replied: ''When spring comes, and in the soft air the buds are breaking on ttie 
trees, and they are covered with blossoms, I think, How be-autifu.1 ii!. Spring! 
And when the summer comes, and covers the trees with lts heavy foliage,. and 
singing birds are among the branches, I think, How beautiful is summer! When 
autumn loads them With golden f:rult, and their leaves bear the gorgeous tint of 
frost, l think, How bea.utUUl Js Autumn! And when It. is sere winter, and there 
is neithel' foliage nor fruit, then I look up through the leafless branches, as I never 
could until now, and see the stars shine.'' 
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Why have men been so anxious to ob­
tain salt? Because it is a seasoning and 
preserving agent and because of its high 
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value in ancient times. So seasoning with 
salt has been going on for a long time. 
Some 3,500 years ago Job asked: "Will 
tasteless things be eaten without salt?" 
-Job 6:6. 

In those days before refrigeration salt 
was a necessity for preserving meat. Espe­
cially because· of its preservative value a 
bag of salt in Jesus' day was almost as 
precious as a man's life. So when Jesus 
told his followers that they were "the salt 
of the earth" he ,,.,.as using a term that 
referred to something not common or 
cheap but rather something rare and pre­
cious. And how fitting, too, is the term, 
because true Christians lead others in the 
way of everlasting life, thereby preserving 
them!-Matt. 5:13. 

The very speech of Christians, then, 
must "be always with graciousness, sea­
soned with salt." (Col. 4:6) There can be 
nothing common, tasteless, insipid about 
the utterances of true Christians. Because 
their message is so vitally important, they 
must be certain it is presented in a most 
appealing way, "seasoned with salt." 

Salt Money 
Having high value in early times, salt 

was sometimes used as a medium of ex­
change. In ancient China salt was so highly 
prized it was esteemed next to gold in val­
ue. In Tibet salt cakes, bearing the stamp 

13 



of the khan, were used as money. The an­
cient Roman soldiers received a money al~ 
lowance for salt called salarium; from this 
comes the English word "salary." When an 
employer says of a worJter that "he is not 
worth his salt," we understand that the 
employee is not worth his salary. 

Salt appears in many quaint expressions. 
In the Bible, at Ezra 4:14, we read the 
ancient expression "eat the salt," meaning 
to receive a salary in payment of service. 
The expression "to sit above (or below} 
the salt" takes us back to the old English 
dining hall, where salt was placed in the 
middle of the table. Those of low rank sat 
below the salt. To sit above the salt was 
a mark of social distinction. To take a 
statement with "a grain of salt" is to make 
allowance for exaggeration. 

Just what is this substance called salt? 
To most of us common salt is a single sub­
stance; to the chemist it is sodium chloride. 
This is because salt Is made up of two ele­
ments, sodium and chlorine. Interestingly, 
both elements are very different from each 
other and both are much unlike salt. So­
dium is a soft, bluish metal and chlorine 
is a yellowish.green gas. 

Salt's most abundant and obvious source 
is sea water. It has been estimated that 
if all the salt in the oceans was extracted, 
there would be enough salt to blanket 
the earth with a covering a hundred feet 
deep. As salty as sea water is it can hardly 
be compared to the water of the Great Salt 
Lake in Utah and the Biblical Salt Sea or 
Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is nefirly six 
times as salty as the ocean. No wonder a 
sea fish that ls put into the Dead Sea soon 
dies! The salinity of Great Salt Lake-­
twenty-six percent-about equals that of 
the Dead Sea. Great Salt Lake's water is 
about one fourth salt by weight. Imagine 
taking two quarts of water, boiling it, and 
gaining, as a result, a pound of salt! 
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In many countries salt is still produced 
by evaporating sea water. But more and 
more countries have discovered under­
ground sa1t deposits; in fact, such deposits 
are all over the earth. Some of them are 
several thousand feet in thickness. It is es· 
timated that more than 250,000 cubic miles 
of salt rock deposits are scattered through­
out various continents. Much table and in­
dustrial salt is taken from 'rock salt beds. 

Whg People Use Salt 
Authorities say that there are some 14,· 

000 uses for salt. So only a small percent· 
age of the salt produced is used for sea­
soning food. A certain amount of salt is 
needed by the human body. What does salt 
do? For one thing lt aids in keeping the 
right pressure of fluids around body cells; 
and it may be a factor in heightening on~'s 
emotional response. Suggesting that it is, 
Dr. Hans Kaunitz of Columbia University's 
Department of Pathology wrote in Nature 
magazine of November 24, 1956: 

"Why ... do we eat salt? Merely to an­
swer that certain societies like its taste ... 
would be trite . ... It seems to me that salt 
intake is probably correlated with emo­
tional stimulation .... There is no question 
that there is a sound basis for the pre­
scribing of low·salt diets in many diseases, 
particularly those involving th('! circulatory 
system. When it comes to normal people, 
however, recommendations are infinitely 
more difficult. .•. The physician .. , should 
consider that the quickened pace of a more 
complicated society demands persons with 
a heightened responsiveness. Salt may be 
one of the ingredients producing this ef­
fect." 

A Controversial Stlbject 
Whether salt should be addf'!d to the diet, 

how much one may safely add to the diet 
-this has become somewhat of an issue 
today. There is a wide range of thinking 

AWAKE! 



on the subject. There are some who con­
tend that no salt need be added to the diet, 
that the natural salts in foods are enough. 
They point to such statements as that 
spoken by Dr. Hans Kaunitz: "When care­
fully weighing the available evidence, one 
cannot escape the conclusion that normal 
metabolic processes are possible without 
the adding of salt to natural foodstuffs." 

On the other hand, there are a good 
many who believe that excess salt in the 
diet is excreted without any hann to the 
normal person. An article in the October, 
1955, issue of Today's Health, published by 
the American Medical Association, says: 
"There's been a lot of talk about the dan­
gers of overdoing the 'salt-shaker habit.' 
We use a great deal of salt, averaging about 
6 pounds per person each year. But most 
authorities agree that larger amounts of 
salt do us no harm, as any excess of it is 
rapidly excreted through the kidneys. Of 
course, in certain kidney disorders, salt in­
take may·be restricted to relieve the bur­
den on these organs." 

Why such wide disagreement on a sub­
stance so common as salt? Simply because 
man knows very little about the effect of 
salt in humans. Undeniable facts are un­
believably scarce. 

An increasing number of medical theo­
rists and researchers are now studying the 
subject. Their findings are that high-salt 
eating probably makes one susceptible to 
certain ailments. The basis for most of 
their findings is experilnents with rats. 
A summary of the conclusions reached 
was expressed in the April, 1957, issue of 
the Journal of the American Dietetic As­
sociation: 

"It is clearly evident that excessive salt 
is 'rough on rats.' What light does this 
shed on tke human problem? Dahl's obser­
vations seem to indicate there is a relation 
between human salt intake and the inci­
dence of hypertension [an abnonnally high 
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blood pressure]." Earlier reports in The 
Amt;?rican Journal of Medicine said: "A 
mechanism whereby salt might cause arte­
riolar narrowing by causing swelling of 
the cells of the wall has been postulated .... 
Recent work by Tabian tends to support 
such a hypothesis." 

Actually the subject is still filled with 
tmkno\vns. There are also the complicating 
factors of occupation and climate and in­
dividual variation of needs. Endeavoring 
to summarize the present situation regard­
ing salt intake, the Journal of the Medical 
Association of the State of Alabama said 
in its January, 1957, issue: 

"It may be significant that salt intakes 
very much lower than the customary in­
takes are effective in a significant number 
of persons with hypertension, which sug­
gests that the customary level, under some 
as yet unknown conditions, may possess 
such a [toxic] potential. ... On the other 
hand, there is no doubt of the necessity 
for salt, ... Aside from such evidence as 
the occurrence of salt deficiency disease 
in hot environments, evidence such as that 
of Allen and Sherrill, who encountered 
symptoms of salt depletion in patients with 
hypertension treated by a low salt diet, 
gives a rough quantitative measure of min­
imal needs. 

"It is important to point out, however, 
that these amounts varied rather widely 
... and that variations apparently occur 
in healthy persons. Nevertheless, with 
symptoms from too little and symptoms 
from too much we are again on the horns 
of a dilemma .... Just what levels of intake 
of salt are capable of toxic effects ... are 
generally unknown.'' 

In ancient times salt was used very mod­
erately because of its scarcity and great 
value. Today it is so common it may be 
overused. The Bible advice to be "moderate 
in habits" is the wise course for those who 
choose to say, "Pass the salt, please." 
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D
EHOVAH'S w~~· 
nesses in many 
lands are. urgently 

Oeseechlng those who 
can arrange their af· 
fairs to 'step over in­
to their territory and 
help them.' They are 
in dire need of mature 
assistance to care for 
the growing spiritual 
interest in their lands. 
Maybe you can help 
where the need is 
great.-Acts 16:9. 

WE ANSWERED children will also 
have· to allow for the 
high cost of schooling. 
The :price of food is 
quite reasonable, but 
clothing is somewhat 
expensive. 

·: .· ' .. ~-~'·· ,~ .· 
~~-~;,~·.;,:: 

• It was a little over 
a year ago that my 
wife and I took this 
step. We arrived in 
one of the colonial ter-
ritories o! Africa. 
There were only some 

' 
' 

' The first few weeks 
muc.h of our time was 
taken up getting set· 
tled and we had to get 
adjusted to the hot ell· 
mate and high alti· 
tude. Then we got 
down to regular field 
service. My wife re­
sumed pioneering and 
I shared in the service 
evenings and week· 
ends. It was not long 
before the other sheep 
began to manifest 

four publishers faced 
with the stupendous 
task of witnessing to 
six million people. We 

WILL YOU? 
themselves. The first 
stuq,les were st.arted In 
April and by Septem· 
ber we had eight pub· 

were glad to be in a Position to come and help 
them. 
f' In order .. to .stay in the country it was first 
necessary fo-r me to get a job to provide for 
our material needs. Since I had had several 
years' experience with clerical work this did 
not prove difficult. However, prospects for un· 
skilled men are not good. For anyone coming 
to a territory such as this for secular work it 
is advisable to contact firms in England who 
have branches or subsidiaries in the colonies, 
and to be taken on a contract basis, a written 
contract. Contracts are usually for a period of 
four years and have many advantages not of· 
fered to the man who is engaged locally. 
· The cost of living is high, but we fowid 
the salaries paid here quite adequate. Living 
accommodations are very limited. Hotel rooms 
are available at around £40 ($112.00l a month. 
It may be necessary to put up with hotel at· 
mosphere while looking around for something 
more suitable. In time a comfortable place 
-may be obtained at a rent of about £30 to 
£35 ($84 to $98) a month. Housing is the 
heaviest expenditure, but those who have 

lishers reporting. Our December report showed 
ten, January twelve, and we were thrilled to 
have eighteen reporting in April. The Memo­
rial was attended by thirty People. Other high 
lights of:. the year were the visit of the zone 
servant, during which the Society's new :lilm 
was shown twice to a total attendance of sixty· 
one persons. We recently had a baptismal serv· 
ice. We had the great joy of seeing eight of 
our new brothers symbolize their dedication to 
Jehovah, 
' We feel very grateful to Jehovah for this 
Privilege. Already we have been richly rewanl· 
ed. Our experience is that we have more inter· 
est than we can cope witb. The need for more 
Preachers is great. Here are many humble, 
lovable Africans waiting for someone to come 
and tell them of the blessings of Jehovah's 
new world. But who will tell them? Will you? 
There is a great blessing in store for you if 
You can step over into this land and help us. 
Think a:bout it. Think about what Jesus said 
at Matthew 19:29 and then act. "Yes, the 
harvest is great, but the Workers are few." 
-Matt. 9:37. 

And everyone that has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or lands for the sake of my name will receive many times more 

and will inherit e11erlasting life.-Matt.19:99. 
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TllEY COME ON TllE w IND lands more 
•« - .... ~ ~ v ~ --- .· than a thou-

-·- , .-·;.,~~-}:~--~·:~~~::_.:~~>:-~;~-~~-:~_ ,, ... ·. ;~ . _ sand mi I es 
· . .,.~ .. ··-.-~?.~_::_·-~~~-~t:;• J~·~-..:·-t;;_~~:;_.'7i~ ~=.-· :.r' ·:·: . .': from where 

.. .,.~. ~{'.~;:~~.:.~~.:r.:7:.;;l,1'.y~--~.;"··~-~:~·:; '.~}'.~~-; :.:'~)_.; ·.-~ .· - J • they were 
. , .• :).;!<;·~~~~".if'._~~: ·!i'.~: ~\<:·t~~ _':)-~f¥~!.2~~~z~-:~~ ~\;~~~-~~ {~~~; · _; ~; :.; -~ :: ~-:· · hatched. Great 

__ ,:,:~~t:::;:!-· · -·; ::- · ·- · __ :.: : __ .. ;~~~~-'.~~:·.:·~i~!:.~;.::.~~~1)r::::-~:~~t::~_-: _.~ ~:~~~: y f~~~ 
. .,;"'~ · '-~-~-')Z.,~~t'.:~:~:- .\~.:·::<;···~-~i;:,~::.·::o:. grate from Af-z AST year Tunisian 1.:.:~.~-~:::;1-~~::?:/;_:_~·:;~-1:'.:._;·_, .. , rica to Arabia, 

: . ' ····, i ·· .. ,"'-'r~ ··•· ···~ .. "~·.· .- .o· ~:. and then on to ' farmers were horrified · ~ .. · :·· , · , , .,. !\,.. ·,~ •• w,.., 
th h . ' ... , : , · .. · ·'I"· ~ l/ , ·Jordan, Israel, 

. to see on e or12on .a ~- . ··t\··:'"_.:.·:" ~,('·Ira Iran 
dark cloud that gave off an om1- - ,. - · • -- p k q,t a' 

h. · d It a is an an nous w irr1ng soun . was a I d · s 
sight that has struck fear into w•'II th k th . b n k 't"· Afo.me 

. en wor e1r way ac o nca. human hearts for ages, and continues to Th . b . f d th 
. h e1r num ers are rein orce on e way do so 1oday. The cloud signaled anot er b 

1 1 
b d . th t . h 

. . . y ocus s re in e coun r1es t ey pass 1nvas1on of migratory locusts. thr h E 1 ft 
1 

th 'II • 
. 1. d 't oug . ggs e a ong e way w1 give The government quickly ral ie i s b' th t f t h d . . 1r o uure or es. forces and began a bitter fight for survival. 

Appeal for help brought quick response 
from the American Air Force. Thirteen 
flying box~ars began shuttling in hundreds 
of tons of insecticide and equipment. In 
spite of an expenditure of over two million 
dollars and a distribution of more than 
3,500 tons of insecti'cide, Tunisian crops 
were severely damaged. 

In 1955 Morocco had the same frightful 
experience. Swarms of the three-inch-long 
insects ate their way through 300 miles of 
farm land in eleven weeks. Some of the 
swarms were twenty miles long and ten 
miles wide. They. extended from grasstop 
to an altitude of 800 feet. As they moved 
across Moroccan farm land they did more 
than three million dollars' worth of dam­
age in less than five days. During that pe­
riod they ate approximately fourteen mil­
lion pounds of oranges in just one area. 
Insecticides and flame throwers were em; 
ployed, but to no avail. 

Great distances do not stop these 
voracious insects. Their two sets of 
wings carry them on the winds to 
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It is difficult to imagine the astronomi­
cal number of locusts in a swarm. They 
number in the billions. During a small in­
vasion of Tunisia in 1956 the inhabitants 
of just one little village dried and sacked 
three thousand tons of them for food. 

Right Conditions Needed 
For locusts to flourish conditions 

be just right. The soil, tempera­
ture, rainfall and vegetation must 
be favorable. When this happens 

' 

\ 

17 

must 



for several seasons it means more eggs 
and correspondingly more locusts. The ac­
cumulative result is an immense swarm 
that rides the wind on a destructive mi­
gration. 

When laying her eggs the female locust 
digs her way backwards into the soil by 
means of a little digging tool at the end 
of her abdomen called an .ovipositor. She 
then deposits about twenty-five eggs in a 
small oval-shaped cluster. From a haJf­
dozen 'to a dozen separate deposits are 
made. A gummy substance that is secreted 
by her body is used to cover the eggs. 
When this hardens it forms a protective 
sack. 

Favorable conditions are especially nec­
essary in the spring when the eggs hatch. 
An early hot spell will hatch the eggs, but 
if a cold snap follows the baby grasshOP­
pers Will be killed. They cannot feed prop­
erly under a temperature of seventY. de­
grees. But if a warm spring continues and 
there is plenty of food and there are no 
heavy rains to wash the nymphs away or 
bury them in the soil, the locusts will 
flourish. If damp and cloudy weather should 
come for a week or so, however, they will 
become susceptible to disease. 

But there are other natural locust con­
trols beside weather conditions. They have 
many enemies. A large percentage of their 
egg pods are destroyed by the larvae of 
bee flies, blister beetles and ground beetles. 
Then there are those creatures that con­
sider the nymphs and fully grown grass­
hoppers as tasty tidbits. Not only do some 
humans put them on their menu but so 
do birds, ground squirrels, field mice and 
spiders. 

Flesh files also take their toll. They will 
deposit larvae on grasshoppers even while 
the hoppers are flying. Th.e larvae will then 
burrow into the body Of the insect and pro­
ceed to dine on its contents. 
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But in spite of these natural controls 
there are times when conditions are in 
favor of the locusts. ThiS is when they be­
come swirling clouds of hungry mouths. 

When mature locusts are once an the 
move it is very difficult to stop them. The 
N ationa1. Geographic magazine points out 
that "while they live, moving swarms are 
almost safe from every control device man 
has tried .... About three inches long, this 
desert species is impossible to discourage 
once it has settled to feed, and hard to 
hurt with any quantity of poison small 
enough to be safe on crops destined for 
human consumption." The article also 
points out that "some swarms inexplicably 
commit suicide, flying out to sea after 
veering away from good feeding· areas. 
Others blunder into cold or are shriveled 
by intense heat." That ends their invasion. 

How Constructed 
The grasshopper is a six~legged insect, 

with two legs for leaping and four for 
creeping. It varies in its coloring, with 
some species being green, others brown, 
and still others (as in the case of the desert 
locust) orange·yellow with spottings of 
black. Because some have red in their 
wings a fiery glare is created when they 
swarm. This has caused Arabs to speak of 
them as the "red typhoon." 

There are two highly specialized ears in 
t11e body of the grasshopper, one on each 
side of its abdomen. They are near the 
place )Vhere the leaper legs join the body. 
The ear is nothing more than a circular 
spot on the body, with the vibrating part 
being formed by a thinned portion of the 
body wall; 

Except for a small part of the body the 
locust's blood does not flow through veins 
as blood does in animals. It is instead loose, 
like liquid in a container. It circulates by 
moving in streams or currents through the 
openings around the organs and into the 
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cavities of the limbs. After completing a 
circuit of the body it enters the heart 
through slitlike openings that are equipped 
with valves that shut the openings when 
the heart contracts. The blood is then 
pumped out the open end of the aorta or 
heart vein. The heart acts as a submerged 
pump that keeps the blood circulating. 

Do not expect the grasshopper's blood to 
be red. The blood of insects is generally 
colorless because they do not have red 
blood corpuscles. Animals need red blood 
corpuscles to supply their bodies with oxy­
gen, but not so with Insects. Their blood 
distributes only the products of digestion. 

By means of a unique respiratory system 
insects get oxygen and eliminate waste 
gases. The system consists of air-tubes 
that branch out in a lacy fashion through­
out the insect's b6dy. The tubes are gen­
erally connected with 09f!Uings. along th~ 
sides of the body. A device is built into the 
air-tube near the opening that squeezes 
the tube until the air is locked inside. The 
contraction of the insect's body then forces 
the captured air through the many tubes 
of its air system. 

The locust grows by- shedding its outer 
skin. The process is described by Hilda 
Harpster in her book The Insect World: 
"At the time of molting, a grasshopper, 
for instance, becomes very still, stops eat­
ing, and frequently crawls into some se­
cluded spot where he will be left undis­
turbed. Before the outer skin is shed, a 
new one is formed beneath the old. Be­
tween the two skin layers a fluid is secret­
ed, formed by tiny glands in the body. This 
substance aids in loosening the old outer 
skin. The insect about to molt looks a bit 
different. He is quite puffed up. This 
puffed-up appearance is caused by air that 
has been swallowed. When the pressure of 
the air becomes great enough, the old outer 
skin breaks along the back. Now, slowly 
and carefuIIy, the insect works its way 
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from the old, outworn garment, until fi­
nally a soft, weak, pale grasshopper makes 
his bow to the world. The pale fellow swal­
lows more air, stretches and stretches, lDl­

til he is 11oticeably larger. . . . The new 
outer ski1l becomes harder and darker, 
and in a sPort time the molt is complete." 

Efforts to Control 
It talces up to forty days for locust eggs 

to hatch, and that is followed by several 
weeks of frowth to adulthood. It is during 
this perioJ of gro\vth that locusts can be 
most easilY killed. Poisoned mash and a 
mixture of aldrin and water are the prin­
ciple weapons used by locust fighters. The 
aldrin is s1Jrayed from low-flying planes. 

The big problem is to find the locusts 
while they' are stiII in- the growing stage. 
It would b~ utterly impossible to patrol the 
vast trackless wastes of Af-riea and A.'S.ia 
in search of newly hatched locusts. The 
best man can do is hunt out the breeding 
grounds iP limited areas and keep on the 
alert for tfle first sign of swarms. 

The United Nations has a twenty-nation 
committee on desert locust control with 
headquarters at Jidda, Saudi Arabia, which 
keeps on t}le watch. It gives advance warn­
ing to countries threatened by swarms. 

Whatever money the nations put into 
locust-control projects is money wisely in­
vested. It will pay off by reducing the an­
nual crop Joss of forty million dollars that 
is due to Jocust invasions. The losses are 
so severe at times that they threaten near­
ly a fourth of earth's inhabitants with 
famine. 

Until modern technology finds an effec­
tive weapon for stopping the ravages of 
this small insect the farmer must live in 
fear. He never knows when his crops will 
suddenly vtinish under a crawling carpet of 
voracious \ocus.U.. Re ha~ good l'eason to 
dread these hungry hordes that come on 
the wind. 
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BOYCOT ON BEER 

Jy ''Awakel'' correepondent In Nortfi•rn Rhodesia 

so long ago Africans in Northern Rho· 
es1a could brew their own beer; but now, 

a result of advancing civilization, Afri· 
cans near the more populated towns can ob­
tain beer only from government-recognized 
brewers, although those in out-of-the·way 
areaa--Riay still brew beer on their own. 
'%' Well, something unusual happened here 
d'Uring the months of August and September, 
1957; and that was a beer boycott. Yes, you 
read correctly-a boycott on beer! 
'i_; This was called for by a political organi­
zation called the African Congress. Some of 
the reasons given for the boycott were that 
beer halls should be open four and a half 
hours a day instead of six; no women should 
be allowed in beer halls; these halls should 
not be open on Sundays and, finally, what is 
probably one of the main reasons, Africans 
should be permitted to brew their own beer. 
y, How did the Congress endeavor to enforce 
the boycott? There was Picketing; threats and · 
jeers were hurled at beer drinkers. Women 
chanted: ''Don't drink beer." All this kept 
the police busy, especially when the women 
formed a beer blockade. A crowd, composed 
mainly of African women, sat down on a road 
leading to the Roan Antelope beer hall at 
Luanshya with one purpose in mind-to block 
the beer company's tanker from getting 
through. When the truck arrived they refused 
to budge .. Even when police finally threw tear 
gas the majority remained glued to the spot. 
More tear gas eventually dispersed them. 
'i,' How did all this a:O'ect beer drlnking? As 
the temperatures shot up under the hot Afri­
can sun, the Africans, generally speaking, still 
crowded most beer halls. It would appear that 
most of them were keener on beer than pol­
itics. 
'i? Most of the Africans, in fact, resented the 
efforts to impose the African Congress' mi­
nority viewpoint on the majority. This is il­
lustrated by the reaction of the Africans when 

I Mufulira council closed down its beer halls 
l with the warning that beer-hall profits finance 
1 welfare and recreational facilities and that 
1 these may have to be curtailed. (Beer halls 
I
I 

1 
are run by the town municipality.) It was not 

, long before leading Africans pleaded for re­
: opening. The council favored a reopening, and 
I the Africans were quick to respond, saying, 
1 "We will support the reopening." I ':t.: However, the boycott had its more serious 

1 aspects. A riot' took place at the Nchanga beer 
1 hall. When the police first went there they 
I 
1 found a group of about fifty men and women 
l standing in front of the gate. They prevented 
1 people from entering. Throwing their hands 
I 
1 above their heads, they shouted: "We are 
: fighting for our country.'' They rained stones 
I on the police. One policeman was knocked to 
: the ground and an attempt was made to 

11 strangle him. There were cries of 'Kill the 
: Europeans." Police reinforcements eventually 
J scattered the rioters. 
1 ·1i,,' At Luanshya, on September 1 and 2, a more 
: serious incident happened. 'I\vo platoons of 
1 police from the mobile unit at Ndola had to 
I 
1 be called in. Headlines in The Northern. News 
J read: ''African Mob in Roan Township Run 
l Amok, Rioters hurl torches to raze buildlngs: 
1 cars stoned." 
I 
, ·:,,.· Commenting on the riot, the senior pro-
: vinclal commissioner said: ''The cowardly tac­
! tics of agitators who hide l;iehlnd women and 
1 children will not be allowed to succeed.'' He 
l stated that it was quite clear that these dis­
' turbances had been carefully organized. He 
I added that the most significant aspect was 
: that most of the stone throwers were school 
1 children and youths In school uniforms. 
I 
I 'f_,' Finally, on September 24, the African Con­
' 1 gress announced that it was calling oft' the 
: boycott. The beer boycott on Northern Rho­
' desia's copperbelt had at last come to an end. 
I 
, And what had it accomplished? Very little, ex· 
1' cept much strife, resulting in a great deal of 
I lll feeling and property damage. 

CLEARING THE CONSCIENCE I 
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·~: A man in Providence, ·Rhode Island, not long ago received a check for $15. 
It was from a friend who had borrowed the money in 1912. 
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fuu ean ii 4:'qo6J .... 
~··LISTENER 

You may be born with the ability to 
hear, but you are not born with the 

ability to listen. Listening is an art that 
has to be developed. The more you use it 
the better you become as a listener. That 
in turn means you forget less of what you 
hear and learn more from what is said. 

Listening plays an important part in our 
lives. It consumes forty-five percent of our 
communication time. It is directly related 
to much that we do. Yet most people only 
half listen. That is why instructions have 
to be repeated and why mistakes are often 
made. It is the reason why so many people 
remember so little of what is told them. 
Dr. Ralph Nichols has stated: "Immediate­
ly after the average person has listened to 
someone talk, he remembers only about 
half of what he has heard-no matter how 
carefully he thought he listened." 

Very often people will complain about 
having a poor memory, but more often 
than not their poor rnemory is due largely 
to poor listening habits. When they attend 
a lecture and only half listen and perhaps 
even sleep part of the time, how ca.n they 
expect to remember what was said? Good 
memory depends upon good listening. 

Attention 
A good listener gives rapt attention. He 

does not pretend to listen while his mind 
wanders elsewhere. He does not get into 
the trancelike condition where he stares 
vacantly at the speaker, hearing 11othing 
that is said. Rather, he pays attention. He 
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focuses his 
mind on what 
the speaker is saying. 

Consciousness can be lik­
ened to light. It grows 
sharper and more vivid 
when it is focused on one 
thing. This is what a per­
son does when he gives at-
tention. He makes himself more receptive 
to the information that is being offered. 

Is this what you do when you are at a 
lecture? Do you keep your consciousness 
focused on what the speaker is saying? Or 
Q.o you find that from time to time your 
mind drifts off on unrelated thoughts? In­
stead of listening to the speaker you may 
be thinking about your home and the door 
that may have been left unlocked or the 
gas jet that may have been left on. Your 
thoughts may then skip over to your place 
of work or to some place you recently vis­
ited. You may then review an incident or 
a conversation you had during the day. 

By the time you return from this mental 
excursion the speak:er may have talked for 
several minutes. You have to struggle to 
catcb up. As you listen for a few minutes 
more outside thoughts begin creeping in 
again. A short while later you are startled 
to hear an applause. You join in with vigor, 
wondering what it is for. You learn from 
a neighbor that the speaker made an es­
pecia.Ily good point. What the point was 
you have no idea. You were not listening. 
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When the talk is completed and you fail 
to remember what the speaker said during 
the talk you wi1l .probably blame your mem­
ory. It was not your memory. It was 'your 
failure to listen. You made the mistake of 
permitting your consciousness to be dif­
fused and to drift lazily instead of focusing 
it on the talk. 

This bad habit of mental drifting can 
be conquered if you are willing to make 
the effort. Otherwise your time will be 
wasted when you attend assemblies. It 
takes effort to conquer this habit, just as 
it takes effort to conquer any bad habit. 
But if you try you can improve your listen­
ing ability by at least twenty-five percent. 
This wiU mean better retention of what 
you hear. 

Listening is an essential tool in the proc­
ess of learning, but'few people know how 
to use it. Schools have become aware of 
this and are endeavoring to do something 
about it. There are at least twenty:two 
leading colleges and universities that now 
offer courses in listening. 

Being a good listener does not mean 
keeping silent long enough to let the other 
person speak. While he is speaking a chat­
terer is preparing his next volley of words. 
It means more than silence. It means con­
centration on what the person is saying. It 
.means hearing him out before forming a 
reply. 

The person who listens learns what other 
• people know and adds that knowledge to 

his own. This was nicely expressed by a 
late American dramatist. As quoted in The 
Rotarian magazine, he said: "A good lis­
tener is not only popular everywhere, but 
after a while he knows something." 

Mental Curtain 
One of the principal causes of poor lis­

tening is the great difference in thipking 
and speaking speeds. Average thinking 
time is about 400 words a minute, but av-
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erage speaking time is around 125 words 
a minute. 'Th.is difference allows for ex­
traneous thoughts to flow into the listen­
er's mind. Unless he makes a vigorous ef­
fort to pull down a mental curtain on these 
distracting thoughts he will find himself 
missing a Jot of what the speaker says. His 
interest will wane. He may even fall asleep. 

The mind has the peculiar ability of be­
ing able to block out sounds. This can be 
used to the listener's advantage. It can be 
illustrated by a clock. The person who has 
one in his room and is accustomed to its 
ticking is unconscious of its presence. He 
does not hear it unless he concentrates on 
it. His mind blocks it out. This phenomenon 
is explained by William James in his book 
TJie Principles of Psyc1wlogy. "We do not 
notice," he says, "the ticking of the clock, 
the noise of the city streets, or the roaring 
of the brook near the house; and even the 
din of a foundry or facto1y will not mingle 
with the tho11ghts of its workers, if they 
have been there long enough .... The pres­
sure of our clothes and shoes, the beating 
of our hearts and arteries, our breathing, 
certain steadfast bodily pains, habitual 
odors, tastes in the mouth, etc., are exam­
Dles from other senses, of the same lapse 
into unconsciousness of any too unchang­
ing content .... Helmholtz's law is that 
we leave all impressions unnoticed which 
are valueless to us as signs by which to dis­
criminate things.'' 

Because these sounds and feelings are 
eonstant and unvaryj.ng the mind blocks 
them out. We notice them only when we 
focus on them. The same is true when lis­
tening to a speaker. Unless a conscious ef­
fort is made to concentrate on what is be­
ing said the drone of the speaker's voice 
will cause the mind to block it out as it 
does the ticking of a clock. 

What the listener wants to do is to use 
this peculiarity of the mind to his advan­
tage by blocking out distractions. He 
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should learn to control this mental cQrtain 
and to be able to pull it down at will on 
distracting thoughts and outside disturb­
ances. He will then keep his consciousness 
open and receptive to what the speaker 
says. This is not easy to do. It is difficult 
to hold that mental curtain down. Stray 
thoughts pound persistently at it, trying 
to pull it up or crawl under it. The longer 
-ytm. 'NJ\d \t dcrwn.-i.b:E: mure ~b"ttm\ 't'ney 
become. 

The task of keeping it down becomes 
even greater when you attend a large as­
sembly, such as will be held in New York 
at Yankee Stadium and the Polo Grounds 
this sommer. A large audience means more 
distractions. There is also a weaker contact 
between audience and speaker because of 
the great distance that necessarily sepa­
rates them. In order for those who plan to 
be Qresent at one of these stadiums to Qrof­
it from the assembly they will have to 
learn how to block out dis'tractions and 
how to keep them out. It requires practice 
to develop this ability, just as it takes ex­
ercise to develop and strengthen a muscle. 

Concentration 
You can improve your control over this 

mental curtain by strengthening your pow­
er of concentration. This can be done by 
exercise. In fact, there are a number of 
exercises you can perform, but only two 
will be mentioned. 

The first is a counting exercise. '!'he best 
way to begin is to recline in a quiet place. 
Close your eyes and count from one to one 
hundred. Count slowly, and as you count 
visualize each number in white cbalk on 
a black background. This may appear easy, 
but after ten or fifteen numbers you will 
find that extraneous thoughts will begin 
seeking entrance. They will become more 
insistent the farther you count. As soon as 
one of them succeeds in breaking through 
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your mental curtain, stop the exercise at 
that number. Later on try again. 

On your next try make an effort to 
get beyond that number before another 
thollght breaks through, Little is gained by 
continuing after your mental curtain has 
been ruptured. Your mind will begin to 
wander, and you may even fall asleep. So 
stop, rest awhile and then make another 
try, 

As you practice this concentration ex­
ercise you will find your ability to pull 
down your mental curtain and to hold it 
dO\\'O will steadily improve. You will be 
able to chalk up rnore and more numbers 
before an outside thought breaks through. 
After you become proficient at this exer­
cise try it with a background noise in the 
roorn. This will help to develop the ability 
of blocking out distracting sounds. 

't\;w:. ~~ ~"1..~'\'.'.~;,.'0I\'; '..;;, "\,'i) 'i't<t--V't: <lttdi'r.Cf!J: 

person read to you. While he reads, listen 
carefully, concentrate, and keep out all 
distracting thoughts. Pull down your men­
tal curtain on them. The reading matter 
should be weighty material that requires 
thought rather than a lJght story. After he 
has read awhile have him stop, and then 
see how much you remember. This is a 
good exercise in sustained attention. It 
will make you a better listener. 

How to Listen 
Since there is a great difference between 

thinking speed and speaking speed, a listen­
er has to do something to prevent his mind 
from wandering. :He has to keep it oc­
cupied. This can be done by making a men­
tal examination of the material the speak­
er is presenting. It can be examined for 
relationship with the points already made. 
It can also be compared with what knowl­
edge you have on tlle subject. Try to antic­
iQate the st;ieake:r:'s. next r;i.n.lRt. ft... 'JP-.-i:im!ift 
recapitulation of the points in tbe t.alk is 
good. Look for his outline artd how his 
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arguments ana tacts fall into place and 
tie into his theme. Be alert for implied 
meanings. Often what a speaker does not 
say is as revealing as what he says. 

You will find that this mental actitity 
will rtot only reconcile thought speed and 
speech speed but help _focus attention on 
the talk. It will help you to remember what 
the speaker says. 

It is a' mistake to try memorizing the 
facts he brings out. While attempting to 
fix the first two or three facts in mind 
you will miss the next one and perhaps a 
thought that is very important to his ar­
gument. You may get a few facts, but oth­
ers you will garble, and still others you 
will miss altogether. 

It is best to look, not for facts, but for 
ideas. Then as the speaker brings in the 
facts, compare them with his ideas. Look 
for their relationship with one another. If 
you can remember the ideas the facts will 
generally take care of themselves 

Contrary to what some people think, 
copious note-taking is a hindrance to good 
listening. While busily writing you are only 
half listening. Your mind may even block 
out some of the talk while concentrating 
on the notes. Instead of being a help they 
are a distraction. An occasional short note, 
however, will help to reinforce learning, 
provided that it can be easily interpreted 
later on. Try listening first and then jot­
ting down afterward the main points of 
the talk. 

Interest plays an important part in good 
listening. If the mind finds no interest in 
something it is indifferent toward it. This 
places upon the speaker's shoulders the 
responsibility of making his talk interest­
ing. But the listener also has a responsibil­
ity. It is up to him to make a diligent effort 
to find something of interest in what the 
speaker says. There must surely be some­
thing in the tilk that he can add to his 
fnnd of knowledge. 

Do not make the mistake of mentally 
criticizing the speaker's style of delivery, 
his grammatical errors or his peculiarities. 
When you are dwelling on these things you 
are not listening to what he says. Sustained 
attention cannot be maintained if you 
think about things that do not pertain to 
the material being presented. 

It requires effort to develop the ability 
of good listening, and it requires effort to 
keep it. It is a skill you can have if you 
want it, and you should certainly want it. 
It is essential to learning and to everyday 
living. 

Since it is important to be a good listen­
er of what men say, ·it is much more im­
portant to be a good listener of what God 
says. His words are words of life. When 
his recorded words are being discussed at 
an assembly of his servants, that is not the 
time to be mentally drifting. It is the time 
to listen. Since such an assembly is due 
this summer, now is the time to begin de­
veloping the skill of good listening. 

EXASPERATION 

~: S)l'dney J, Harris writes in the book Majority of One: "It's hard to decide which 
are the most exasperating to be with-stupid people who never talk, or the bright 
people who never listen." 

All in a Day's Wark 
':O,' In Pasadena, California, Louis Kurze heard a familiar ringing. It sounded like 
a telephone ringing. It seemed to be coming from outside his office, but there was 
no telephone outside his window. He finally called in the telephone company. 
A lineman climbed a pole outside Kurze's window and found a woodpecker inside 
a transformer box-tapping away at the metal. 
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A RELIGIOUS discussion on equality 
might seem like going back to some­

thing away out of date, belonging to the 
time when musty old theology held the 
floor in Christendom. But that is not so. 
No subject could be of more timeliness 
now, when nations iind peoples of the earth 
are reaching out for equality. In fact, our 
subject has universal appeal, because it 
shows how the very supremacy of God has 
been called into question. Whole nations 
today have risen up against God. They 
deny not ·only his supremacy but his very 
existence. They say, "There is no God." 
They are proudly, unashamedly atheistic 
ip theory and in practice. Other blocs of 
nations question his supremacy by solemn­
ly declaring that Jehovah God is not alone 
in his exalted position. They declare that 
he shares his supremacy with two more 
persons, whom they designate as the Son 
and the Holy Ghost.-Ps. 14:1-3, AS. 

The time has come for the living and 
true God, Jehovah, to vindicate himself as 
to who he is and what is his true and right­
ful position and his IJower and authority in 
the universe. There was never a \vorld sit­
uation before that made it more fitting 
than now to prove the truthfulness of 
Psalm 83 to everybody, namely: "0 God, 
let there be no silence on your part; do 
not keep speechless and do not stay quiet, 
O Divine One. For, look! your very ene­
mies are in an uproar, and the very ones 
intensely hating you have raised .[their} 
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head. 0 may they be ashamed and be ter­
rified for all times, and may they become 
abashed and perish, that people may know 
that you, whose name is Jehovah, you 
alone are the Most High over all the earth." 
The question of supremacy is here involved 
and must be openly settled, because Moses 
said: "Jehovah our God is one Jehovah," 
not three Jehovahs. And, too, because athe-­
istic nations have set themselves up in de­
fiance of Jehovah, the issue of his suprem­
acy has been forced to the fore.-Ps. 83:1, 
2, 17, 18; Deut. 6:4. 

Christendom teaches that God is a trin­
ity, made up of three coequal, consubstan­
tial, equipotential persons, all three dis­
tinct from one another and yet all three 
blended together in one God. The so-called 
"Athanasian Creed," which has been 
adopted by the Greek, Roman and Protes­
tant religious organizations, makes this 
strong statement: "And in this Trinity 
none is afore or after other; none is great­
er or less than another. But the whole 
three persons are coetcrnal together, and 
coequal. ... He therefore that will be 
saved must think thus of the Trinity." Let 
the religionists so state, but the belief in 
a "trinity" \vill not save the Weste\'n mi.­

tions, nor will materialistic, atheistic com­
munism save the nations under its control 
at the battle of Armageddon, toward which 
all nations are marching, because Jehovah 
the supreme God will then vindicate him­
self against all who oppose him and his 
J{ingdom.-Rev. 17:12-18. 

In establishing the kingdom of God it is 
Jehovah God that puts his Son Jesus Christ 
upon the throne to reign, and thereby 
blesses him. This is pictured at Revelation 
12:5 as the catching up of a newborn man­
child "to God and to his throne," where 
he must rule all nations "with an iron rod," 
to dash them all to pieces at the final war 
of Armageddon. His being enthroned by 
Jehovah God both argues and demands 
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that Christ Jesus be suoorainate ana nOl 
equal to Jehovah. The following scriptures 
show why this must be so. 

At Psalm 21:1-6 David prophetically re­
ferred to Christ Jesus and his being raised 
from the dead and being enthroned as King 
and says: "0 Jehovah, in your strength the 
king rejoices, ... For you place him as high­
ly blessed forever." Also, Psalm 45:6, 7 re­
fers to the enthronement of Christ as King 
in the heavens, and the apostle Paul quotes 
those verses and says, at Hebrews 1:8, 9: 
"But with reference to the Son: 'God is 
your throne forever, and the scepter of 
your kingdom is the scepter of straight 
principles. You loved righteousness and 
hated lawlessness. That is why God, your 
God, anointed you with the oil of great joy 
more so than your partners.'" Now nx 
your attention upon the fact that Jehovah 
God is the One that confers these royal 
blessings upon Christ Jesus in the heavens, 
which fact explodes the trinitarian creed 
that "none is greater or less than another." 
Since Christ Jesus is thus blessed by Jeho­
vah God his God, then Jehovah God the 
Blesser must be greater and higher than 
the Blessed One, for the apostle Paul states 
the rule: "Now without any dispute, the 
less is blessed by the greater."-Heb. 7:7. 

The subordinate place of Christ Jesus in 
the kingdom of God is shown in that it is 
at the right hand of God that he sits, not 
in the central position; as it is nrritten, at 
Psalm 110:1: "The utterance of Jehovah 
to my Lord is: 'Sit at my right hand until 
I place your enemies as a stool for your 
feet.' " This scripture the apostle Peter ap­
plies to the resurrected Christ Jesus. 

The enthroned Jesus Christ does not use 
his kingdom power to try to make himself 
equal with God. Before he became a man 
he did not try to usurp God's power and 
place, for we read: "Keep this mental atti­
tude in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, although he was existing in God's 
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1ur111, g-ave no consideration to a seizure, 
namely, that he should be equal to God." 
Neither will he attempt a usurpation now 
that he has ~nded up to the heavens to 
God's right hand. After describing Christ's 
resurrection and then his second coming to 
reign in the Kingdom, the apostle Paul 
says: "Next, the accomplished end, when 
he hands over the kingdom to his God and 
Father, when he has destroyed all govern­
ment and all authority and power. For he 
must rule as king until God has put all 
enemies under his feet .... But when all 
things will have been subjected to him, 
then the Son himself will also subject him­
self to the one who subjected all things to 
him, that God may be all things to every­
one." -Phil. 2:5-7; 1 Cor. 15:24-28. 

Thus, to the contrary of trying to put 
Jehovah God under his feet and usurp His 
power, or become equal to him, Christ Je­
sus excepts or makes an exception of Je­
hovah God, and at the end of his reign he 
himself subjects himself to Jehovah the 
Most High, and shows that the trinitarian 
coequality is a religious falseho~. 

Nowhere in the Bible is Jesus Christ 
called the Pantokr<itor or Almighty One; 
and neither is the "holy ghost." Jehovah 
God the Father is alone the Pantokrator or 
Almighty One. He is the Life-giver. There 
is none like him in all the universe; there 
never was and there never will be. This 
fact Jehovah is set to prove to the godless 
Communists and to believers in a three-in­
ane god, as he says through his prophets: 
"And I will magnify myself, and sanctify 
myself, and I will make myself known in 
the eyes of many nations; and they shall 
know that I am Jehovah." "For I am God, 
and there is none else; I am God, and there 
is none like me; declaring the end from 
the beginning, and from ancient times 
things that are not yet done; saying, My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure."-Ezek. 38:23; Isa. 46:9, 10, AS. 
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The United States 

LESS than a hundred years ago the Unit­
ed States was a country of vast 

stretches of uninhabited and undeveloped 
land. Various programs were launched that 
encouraged large segments of the popula­
tion to move to those wide-open spaces and 
inhabit them. Soon villages, towns and cit­
ies began to spring up where once heavy 
forests and grasslands grew. The railroad 
and the stagecoach effectively stitched 
those faraway isolated places neatly to­
gether and linked them y.rith the rest of 
the nation. The country began to grow 
mightily and prosper, swelling its popula­
tion in the passing century froffi 31 million 
to more than 172 million inhabitants! 

Paralleling this rapid growth is the prog­
ress made by Jehovah's witnesses in the 
United States. Since 1879, the year the 
first Watchtower magazine was published, 
they have increased from a mere handful 
of ministers to more than 208,260 to date! 
Last year there was an average of ten new 
congregations of Jehovah's witnesses or­
ganized every month, making a grand total 
of 3,718 congregations in the nation. Each 
day during 1957 an average of forty-one 
persons became Jehovah's witnesses in th~ 
United States. So spectacular has been 
their progress that in recent years they 
have been referred to as the 'fastest grow­
ing religion' in the world! 

The door-to-door ministry of Jehovah's 
witnesses has been their main approach 
to the people. This, of course, is the way 
Jesus and the apostles carried on their 
preaching work. (Acts 20:20) But not all 
persons have become acquainted with Je-
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hovah's witnesses in this way. For example, 
a young man, while in solitary confinement 
in one of the nation's prisons, heard of Je­
hovah's ~itnesses for the first time. His 
cellmate passed him a book published by 
Jehovah's witnesses, which told of God's 
kingdom as being the hope of the world. In 
the quiet of his cell he read it, believed it 
and became a witness. Another prisoner 
in "death row" at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
desired so much to become a witness that 
he \Vas baptized in the hospital's bathtub. 
As a result of his remarkable display of 
faith in God, other prisoners were moved 
to a regular study of the Bible. 

The aged and those who are physically 
unable to take part in the door-to-door 
ministry preach the Kingdom message in 
other ways. One witness writes: "You are 
interested in the results of my letter writ­
ing. In the last six months I have had ten 
subscriptions, one person has fully em­
braced the truth and another is almost in. 
I have had anS\Vers from college presi­
dents, editors, doctors and lawyers. I am 
ninety-eight years old." Such responses as 
these to the Kingdom message no doubt 
account for the nearly 18,000 more wit­
nesses of Jehovah reporting as ministers in 
1957 than the previous year in the United 
States. 

The tens of thousands of witnesses in 
the country have many outstanding ex­
periences to tell as a result of their preach­
ing work. For instance, a district servant 
told about organizing a small group to 
preach in Winnsboro, Texas. Several years 
ago a frenzied crowd of the townspeople 
mobbed the witnesses and tried, unsuccess­
fully, to hang one-the rope broke. It took 
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great courage for the witnesses to return 
there, but they did go back. Their recep­
tion was most encouraging. People accept­
ed literature and were very hospitable. The 
whole town was worked without an inci­
dent. Many of the townspeople invited the 
witnesses back. 

In a southern community of Florida a 
Baptist minister requested that one of 
Jehovah's witnesses preach to his con­
gregation. Fifty-four were present when 
the lecture was given; among them were 
six deacons and the minister. As a result 
of the discourse the witness writes: ''We 
have four Bible studies with these folks, 
two of which are with the deacons. Four 
have requested to be baptized, one of them 
being the Baptist minister.'' 

The circulation of The Watchtower has 
skyrocketed from 6,000 copies in 1879 to 
3,500,000 of each issue today. A good share 
of these are being distributed in the United 
States; some 36 million copies were placed 

with the people during 1957, which means 
more than 98,000 every day! To keep up 
with the growing demand for magazines 
and literature explaining the Bible, the 
Watchtower Society has constructed a new 
thirteen-story factory in Brooklyn, New 
York:. 

Jehovah's witnesses do much more than 
just leave Bible literature with the people. 
They also freely instruct them in Bible 
doctrines and teaching. They held 135,022 
Bible studies regularly each week in the 
homes of the people in the United States 
during 1957. The witnesses want ''that all 
kinds of men ,should be saved and come 
to aJl accurate knowledge of truth.'' To 
this end they are determined to bring Bible 
truth to the people so that men may serve 
God and live. ''The world is passing away 
and .pa is its desire, but he that does the 
will of God remains forever.''-1 Tim. 2:4; 
1John2:17. 

~AFETY BEGINS J\,.T HOME 

After ten years and 750,000 miles of accident-free driving, Lou Murdock of 
Maywood, California, was given an award by his insurance company, reports the 
National Safety Council. Murdock accepted the award in the hospital: He had 
broken his leg In a fall down a flight of stairs in his home. 

DO YOU REMEMBER? 

e What today's big 11ew~ is? P. 3, 115. 
e Why it is inconsistent for a persu11 to 
practice religious intolerance and yet claim 
to be a Christian? P. 5, 115. 
• Whether it is intolerant to criticize a~th­
er person's religion? P. 7, 112. 
e Why no one can escape the pressures to­
ward conformity/ P. 8, 1!4. 
e Why a ban agai11st heresy does injury to 
those who are not heretics I P. t t, 112. 
e How salt was a major cause of the French 
Revolutio11? P. 13, 113. 

• Where a pound of salt can be obtai11ed 

fron1 two quarts of water/ P. 14, 1JJ. 
e How a dark cloud ate Tunisian crops? P. 
17, 111. 
e How blood can circulate without blood 
vesseJsl P. 18, 119. 
e WJ1Y a person can have the ability to hear 
but not the ability to listen? P. 21, 111. 
e How many words you think per minutel 
P. 22, 116. 
e WhY God must vindicate himself? P. 25, 

Ut. 
e Where eilch day of t 9 5 7 saw an average of 
forty-one persons becoming Jehovah's wit· 
nessesl P. 27, 112. 
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ORLD 

Russia Protests 
+Recently (4/18) Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei A. 
Gromyko accused the U.S. of 
sending "in the direction of 
the borders of the Soviet Un­
ion" planes of its Strategic Air 
Command carrJ'ing nuclear 
bOmbs. These "provocative ac­
tions" were termed a "grave 
threat" to world peace, and 
the Soviet declared•that it 
would submit to the lJ.N. Se­
curity Council a resolution of 
protest. The R us s la n asser­
tions \Vere based on reports 
concerning the manner in 
which the SAC was prepared 
to react to attack along the 
Distant Ear I y Warning Sys­
t.em, or DEW line, in the Arc­
tic. The reports declared that 
alerts had resulted from mc­
teoric flights and the appear­
ance of foreign objects on the 
system's radar screens. While 
SAC planes do carry nuclear 
bOmbs, the U.S. explained that 
these would not Hy beyond a 
given point without direct or· 
ders from President EisenhoW· 
er. The U.S. also challenged 
the Soviet Union to agree to 
the establishment of an inter· 
national inspection system for 
the Arctic zone (4/28), though 
Russian Premier Khrushchev 
had previously (4123) rejected 
other U.S. proposals for dis· 
armament controls. Moscow 
withdrew its resolution (4/21) 
to the U.N. Security Council, 
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demanding th at the Arctic 
:flights be curbed. 
Surnn:tft A1111roacf1es 
$ Whal ap~a1·ed to be an en­
couraging development toward 
an East-VVest conference of 
government heads occurred re­
centl.r (4/18i when the West­
ern Big Three, Brltain, France 
and the U.S., sent notes to the 
Soviet Union agreeing to the 
commencement of presumrnit 
ambassadorial dJsl'ussions. The 
following day Llewellyn E:. 
Thom]:>son, U.S. ambassador to 
Moscow. met with Russi an 
Foreign Minister And rel A. 
Gromyko, but the details of 
their discussion were no1 dis­
close\\. Later (4/18) separate 
talks were held by Gromyko 
with the Frenc:h and Britio.h 
ambassadors, though the Big 
Th r c e had requested joint 
meetin1>;s. Moscow received 
new notes from the U.S., 
France and Britain ( 4/24 l te· 
peating the previous request 
for joint ambassadorial discus­
sions, but replied l1/26) with 
a rejection of the proposal. 
Russia held that if the West 
insisted upon joint talks tl-te 
ambassadors of Poland and 
Czechoslovakia sh o u l d also 
take part. While such ex­
changes continue, it is appar· 
ent that the world will yet en­
counter difficulties in its ap­
proach to the summit. 
Defenstl Reorganization Plan '* Recently (4/16) U,S, Presi· 
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower 

sent a Deiense .FteorganJzation 
Bill to Congress. Among other 
things, lt proposes that the 
secretary of defense be given 
authority to transfer, consoli­
date or otheiwise direct "func­
tions" of the individual armed 
forces of the \J.S., that the 
limit of 210 offic~rs in the joint 
chiefs of staff be eliminated 
and that unified ground-sea-air 
commands under and directly 
res-ponsib\e to the president 
and defense secretary be im­
plemented. The following day 
Eisenhower spoke to the pub­
lic on the plan, holding that it 
as&Ut'('d the nation't. "saf.et)' 
with solvency." l!e pointed out 
that the progratn would elimi­
nate overspending in the de­
feni;e establishment, which is 
done "by overll\dulging -mnt\.­
m en ta l attachments to out· 
moded military machines and 
concepts." The president de­
clared that the time for the 
waging of war by means of 
separate l a n d, s e a and air 
forces was gone forever. He 
denied. as some had asserted, 
that the plan ivould make the 
defense secretaty a "czar who 
will overwhelm our liberty." 
The secretary, it was main· 
tained, would be subject, as at 
present, to a vast body of Jaws, 
the direction of Congress and 
the president, and would still 
have the assistance of the joint 
chiefs of staff. The separate 
branches of the lJ.S. armed 
forces wculd continue to exist, 
hut there would be provislons 
for unified command. Opposi· 
tion to the bill was expected, 
and later (4/22) a virtual bat­
tle ensued in Congress with 
the commencement ot hear­
ings on the plan before the 
House Armed Services Com· 
mittee. 

Communism ven.\\.l!i Cl'>llllll'\ll\'ii!.Tn 
'* Ideological differences have 
resulted in strained relations 
between Yugoslavia and the 
Soviet Union. The Soviet Com· 
muni&t party ha~ taken ~cep­
tion to a draft program of the 
seventh congress of the Yugo­
slav Communist League, at· 
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or the instrumented portion of 
the man-made moon, had a 
weight of 1,120.29 pounds and 
the successful launching and 
orbiting of a satellite of such 
weight was also viewed as 
quite an accomplishment. Stud­
ies of the vehicle's resistance 
to air drag, however, helve 
turned up something ev.en 
more surprising. Sputnik II 
may have had an over-all 
weight ot about 1' ,000 'Po undo;.. 
P~acfng this heavyweight 
mechanical moon in orbit 
would have required a rocket 
with tremendous power. After 
circling the earth about 2,370 
times and traveling an esti· 
mated 62.500,000 miles since lt 
was launched (11/3), Spu t. 
nik II recently (4/14) came to 
the end of its life. Apparently 
lt had plunged to the earth 
and disintegrated somewhere 
in the vicinity of the Carib­
bean Sea and the Atlantic 
Ocean. An attempt by the U.S. 
Navy to place a 20·inch in­
strumented satellite in orbit 
with the use of its Vanguard 

vehicle proved unsuccessful 
(4/28) when the third stage of 
the rocket failed to ignite. 

West Indies Federation 
+ The 3,000,000 Inhabitants of 
several islands of the Carib­
bean have been formally unit­
ed as one nation. In the Red 
House, the government build­
ing in Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
recently (4/22) Princess Mar­
gaTet gave an addTe-sS 'inau­
gurating the first parliament 
of the West Indies Federation. 
The Federation is comprised 
of the British island territories 
of Antigua, Barbados, Domi­
nica, Grenada, Jamaica, Mont­
serrat, St. Kitts-Nevis. St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent and Trini· 
dad and Tobago. The West 
Indies F'ederation is expected 
to gain dominion status in the 
British Commonwealth in 
about five years. 

Crime oil the Increa!'le 
• Recently (4/23), in its an­
nµal report on crime in the 
U.S., the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation revealed that in 
1,220 cities surveyed criminal 
arrests had risen 4.3 percent in 
1957. Arrests of persons under 
18 years of age had gone up 
9.8 percent during the same 
period. Of total arrests for 
all crimes, juveniles made up 
12.3 percent, but they shared 
to a considerable degree in 
certain areas of crime. For 
criminal act s involving ag­
gravated assault, auto the.It, 
burglary, larceny, man­
slaughter, murder, rape and 
robbery, arrests of persons 
under 18 years of age amount­
ed to 47.2 percent of the total. 
Major crimes registered by po· 
lice in 1957 numbered 2,796,000, 
an increase of 9.1 percent over 
the previous year. In the U.S. 
there has been an over-all rise 
in known crime of more than 
56 percent since 1950, while 
the nation's population has 
risen 13 percent since then. 
The U.S. thus shares with the 
world at large the problem of 
increasing crime an d delin­
quency. 

J\ t;ue eonipani011 is loving all the ltme mid is a b;othe; 

that u; bo;i1 jo; w/le11 t/1e;e ts dd;ess. -P .. v. "'"· 

It has often been said that a book is a real companion, but 
how many modern books can meet the standards of this 
proverb? 

'l'wo recent books that can do so have purpose\y been pro· 
duced to help you in this present time of world distress. 
As true companions they lovingly point the way to relief 
and everlasting security as outlined in the Bible. 

Read You May Survive Armogeddon into God"'s New World and "New 
Heavens and a New Earth". Your contribution of just $1 will bring them 
to your side. Send now and receive two 32-page booklets also on helpful 
Bible subjects. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y. 
Please send me the two hard-bound books You May Survive Armageddon into God'8 New Worl,I 

and "New Hea1-"f!n8 and a New f!Jarth/'. For sendlnl\,thls coupon and $11 am to 
receive free two booklets also on Bi le ~ubjects. 

Name ..... 

Clty ·-

JUNE 8, 1958 

Strf>et and Number 
or Route and Box .-

:'.one No .. State . 
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WHICH 
DO 

YOU 
BELIEVE? 

The theory of evolution teaches that man evolved from lower 
life forms. The Bible teaches that man was created. Evolu­

tion teaches that man is ascending toward a better species. 
The Bible teaches that man is descending from perfection. 
Evolution claims to know how we got here, but it has never 

explained why we are here or '"'here we are going. The Bible, 
on the other hand, discusses such matters at length. Which 

do you believe evolution or the Bible? 

To make a correct decision you must have the facts. Much 
has been said and published about the scientists' point of 
view. How much do you know about the Bible's? What do 

you know about man's origin? the cause of his many prob­
lems from birth to death? what his hopes are for the future? 

--as these are revealed from, the Bible! You owe it to your· 
self to obtain firsthand information on t11ese vital questions. 

Would you read the Bible to find it? 

We highly recommend the NEW WORLD TRANSLATION nf th(' 
Bible for pleasure of reading and ew;e of unden;tanding. J<'ot1r volume>! 
are now available: Vol. I (Genesis t-0 Ruth), Vol. II (1 Samuel to 

Estbel'), Vol. III (Job to The Song of Solomon) and the CHRISTIAN 
GREEK SCRIPTURES (the entire ''New Testaltlent''). Only $1 eft<',h 
volume. Beautiful de luJ:e edttlol\s al'e yours :l'or only $S each volume. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y. 

I am encl()s\ng $ .......... --for the volume<s; ot the New World Tran!ila!ion checked below. 
---·--. Vol. l (Genesis to Ruth); ........ Vol. l (1 Samuel to Esther); - --· __ Vol. II! (Job to 
The Song ot Solomon); _, ..... Oll.ri8tian Greek l:Jcripturea ("New Testament""). Please send 
me the-....... regular edition ($1 each); ........ de luxe edlt!on ($3 each). 

Stre<l!t and Number 
Name ............................... _ or Route and Eoll. . -- -- ---···-·· 

City ........ . Zone No ......... State . 

In: AUSTRALIA addreaa 11 Beresford Rd., St~athfield. N.S.W. ENGLAND: 34 Craven Terrace, ·London ,V. 2. 
CANADA: 150 Brldgeland Ave., Toront<:> 19. SOUTH AFRICA: Private Bag, Elandsfonteln, Transvaal. 
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