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VoLum$ XXXVll 

THE unleashing of atomic energy may 
prove to be of unlimited benefit to man. 
But some people fear it can also mean 
man's end. They say that in an atomic 
war so much radioactivity would be re­
leased into the atmosphere that life itself 
might disappear. 

Leaders of each of the three nations that 
have atomic weapons have said that atomic 
war could bring destructiqn to all. Yet they 
continue to prepare for that war. 

U.S. President Eisenhower said that now 
"war does not present the possibility of vic­
tory or defeat. War would present to us 
only the alternative in degrees of destruc­
tion. There could be no truly successful 
outcome." 

Former Russian Premier Georgi Malen­
kov said war with modem arms would 
mean the "destruction of world civiliza­
tion." And in Britain Sir Winston Church­
ill told the House of Commons that "an 
undue number" of bomb tests might con­
taminate the atmosphere for 5,000 years. 
On the danger of atomic weapons both 
East and West are agreed. 

Dr. Edgar Adrian, president of the Brit­
ish Association for the Advancement of 
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Science, said that no human life would sur­
vive the radioactivity of more than a few 
thousand atomic weapons, whether they 
hit their targets or not. And, while world 
rulers are not likely to bring on their own 
end deliberately, he fears that the urge to 
end a war quickly, regardless of the risk, 
might bring an end to the entire human 
race! 

U.S. Civil Defense Administrator Val 
Peterson expressed the opinion that war 
is inevitable, despite the danger. He said: 
"The weight of hi..:iman nature and human 
experience runs contrary to the hope of a 
peaceful settlement." 

British scientist and philosopher Ber­
trand Russell declared in the January, 
1955, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientist&: 
''The two sides are so evenly balanced that 
each, from patriotic bias, is likely to feel 
confident of victory. Confidence in victory 
is, on both sides, absurd. If War·breaks out, 
there will be no victory but only universal 
defeat." He feels that it is folly to think 
that international agreements would pre­
vent the use of atomic weapans after war 
had begun. 
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Then will the end of war come only with 
man's destruction of the human race itself, 
only when there are no more people left to 
fight? 

No. War~ end, but in a different way. 
The Creator made this earth to be inhab­
ited by righteous men, and his purpose will 
not fail "But the earth isn't righteous 
today!" some will protest. They are right. 
Mankind does not meet Jehovah's stand­
ar(b; today. U they did there would be 
neither hatred nor greed, graft nor de­
linquency; neither thieving, stealing nor 
war,· nor any of the murder, im,morality 
and corru:ptlon that you read about on the 
scandal pages of your daily paper. Nor 
would there be the confusion in religion 
that is so evident today. 

But God said these conditions would 
come. They were foretold in his Word, the 
Bible. You can read this at 2 Timothy 
3:1-5, which says: "But know this, that in 
the last days critical times hard to deal 
with will be here. For men will be lovers 
of themselves, lovers of money, self-assum­
ing, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, Without gratitude, with no loving­
kindness, having no natural affection, not 
open to any agreen:ient, slanderers, without 
self-control, fierce, without love of good­
ness, betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with 
self-esteem, lover.s of pleasures rather than 
lovers of God, having a form of godly de~ 
votion but proving false to its power; and 
from. these turn away."-N ew World Trans. 

NQ one can deny that these are the con­
ditions upon the earth at the present time. 
But note that the tjme when these condi­
tions would come was called "the last 
days." The lasi days of what? The last days 
of Satan's failing system. And why would 
things suddenly wqrsen in these last days? 
Because, as the Bible foretold regarding 
our time: "The Devil has come down to 

a short period of time."-Revelation 12: 12, 
New World ·Trans. 

The cause, then, of earth's present trou­
ble is Satan's special anger at knowing that 
his end is near. This is nothing to scoff at. 
A final war is at hand~ war not between 
the nations but between the gods. Satan 
will be destroyed, and Jehovah's right­
eous and just rule, through his Son Christ 
Jesus, will prove victorious and will stand 
forever. 

Whoever beard of such a thing? Every­
one who has read the Bible has heard of 
it. It is foretold at Revelation 19:11-16, 
where you can read that Christ Jesus, the 
one called "Faithful and True," the "King 
of kings and Lord of lords," will judge and 
carry on war in righteousness, treading out 
the wine press of the anger of the wrath 
of God the Almighty. 

This Will mean the binding of Satan and 
his demons, the end of all Satan-inspired 
wars, the death of all persons who refuse 
to do right and the establishment of really 
righteous conditions of lasting peace. Then 
it can be said: "Look! the tent of God is 
with humankind. and he will reside with 
them, and they will be his peoples. And 
God himself will be with them. And he will 
wipe out every tear from their eyes, and 
death will be no more, n~ither will mourn­
ing nor outcry nor pain be any more. The 
former things have passed away." This is 
how real peace will come.-Revelation 
21:3, 4, New World Trans. 

So earth's wars will not end with an 
atomic destruction of all humanity. Man 
will not be allowed to destroy the earth or 
all life upon it. But we are living in the 
"last days" of Satan's rule, when God soon 
will establish righteous conditions of per­
manent peace. This is the sound and sure 
hope. that you can have by finding out 
.what God's Word, theBilJle, reallydoessa.y 

you, having great anger, knowing he has for our day. 
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BELIEVERS IN A MISTY 

This year saw another 
record in numbers of 

church members. What 
is this religion that causes 

churches to overflow and 

RELIGION 

at the tame time causes 
de1pair in the pulpits? 
I 

an English churchyard the tomb­
stone of a squire of former years 
bears the insc.ription: ''He was 
not a religious inan, but in all oth­

er respects he was an ideal churchman.'' A 
person viewing this tombstone might well 
ask: Why did this man go to church? What 
did he really believe? Was he more inter­
ested in feeling good than in being right? 
But no tombstone is needed to prompt 
these questions. Similar ones might well be 
asked of today's churchgoers. The answers 
are bringing little comfort to the clergy. 

Despair is an emotion not often associ­
ated with the clergy. But judging from the 
questions being asked the clergy and the 
answers they give about churchgoers, there 
is despair in the pulpit Bemoaned Dr. 
George Arthur Buttrick, pastor of the 
fashionable Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of New York: ''Modern man has 
tried the suspense of believing nothing, and 
because suspense is soon unbearable he has 
ended by believing almost anything.'' 

Only a vague, misty religion that can 
swallow up almost anything was cerWin to 
become popular. It has. Today we see a 
misty religion that demands little and 
promises much. It speaks in vague terms 
about Almighty God. Could it be that be-
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lievers in this misty reli­
gion account for much of 

the increase in church attendance? Dr. 
Benson Y. Landis, editor of the Yearbook 
of American Churches, said that the figures 
alone cannot tell whether the nation is ac­
tually undergoing a spiritual awakening. 

That brings to mind the words of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States in their State of the 
Churches Re-port: ' 4When we consider how 
little it costs to be counted among church 
members in our country today, we are 
troubled. The average church member is 
not conspicuously different from the non­
member. The average church is so much 
conformed to the world that people are sur­
prised if it sharply challenges the prevail­
ing behavior of the community.''-Time, 
December 13, 1954. 

Thus the National Council itself spot­
lights the vast difference between having 
true religion and being an ideal church­
goer. The interesting thing alxlut the misty 
religion, the popular religion, is that it 
obliterates this difference. It ffiakes church­
going and belief in God appear to be the 
Christianity of the Bible. 

Politicians Set the Example 
It is not surprising that a misty religion 

has become the popular religion. Politi-
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clans ftnd a vague religion to their advan­
tage. ••President Eisenhower, like many 
Americans. is a fervent believer in a very 
vague religion,'' wrote William LeE! Miller 
recently in the Reporter. Other observers 
have pointed to Eisenhower as a riersoni­
:tlcation of this popular piety. 

Something else the misty religion bears 
as an earmark: It is capable of accepting 
as equally satisfactory religious doctrines 
that are ih sharp conflict. When Adlai 
St.evenson joined the Presbyterian Church 
while keeping bis membership in the Uni­
tarian Church, despite their doctrinal dif­
ferences, pastors from both churches said 
he COUid belong to both without ''iticonsis­
tency. 1' In a public letter the pastors said to 
Stevenson: ''While we understand that you 
respect theologians, we know that doctrinal 
rigidity has never limited the comfort you 
find in Christian faith, worship and fellow­
ship.''-Time, January 2, 1956. 

Placing psychological comfort above 
right belief has become so popular that 
there was almost no comment made on 
the Pastors' statement. On this fact The 
Christian Cent1t,ry said: ''The almost com­
plete lack of comment on their statement 
·would seem to reflect the development in 
this country of a tolerance that has re­
moved the bite of 'dogmatic' and 'divisive' 
differences. Incidentally, the emptiness of 
much ·American tolerance recalls Qibbon's 
observation on ancient Rome: 'The various 
modes of wo~ip ... were all considered 
by the people as equally true.' '' 

An Accept-Anything Religion 
Yes, today's popular piety is like the re­

ligion of ancient Rome: it swalloWs up all 
religions. Of ancient Rome, E. G. liardy in 
Chriatianity and the Roman Government 
tells us: ''Gradually the number of deities 
included in the national religion increased 
as the Roman citizenship was ex:tended 
over Italy .... What were originally for-
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eign culls could always be incorporated by 
the executive . · .• in the national worship. 
. . . In this way were gradually adopted 
into the Roman state worship not only 
such Italian deities as Juno Regina from 
Veii, or Diana frOm Aricia, but Apollo, 
Aesculapius, Ceres, Dis, and ... almost all 
the Hellenic gods; so that long before 
the unification of Italy it was true [as 
Tacitus wrote] 'that all sacred rites in the 
towns of Italy as well as temples and 
images of deities were under the jurisdic­
tion and authority of Rome.' '' 

Almost anyone could feel at home with 
the ancient· Roman religion. Almost any­
one can feel at home with today's popular 
misty religion. Said religious leader Harry 
Emerson Fosdick: ''Some ·critics .. ,. are 
saying that the 1'€!al reason why church 
membership and churchgoing are increas· 
ing in popularity is that many churches 
have become so accommodating and easy­
going in ~eir requirements, so indistin­
guishable from the general average of 
secular life, that almost anyone feels at 
home there.'' 

The churches of Christendom have fos­
tered the rapid growth of the vague, popu· 
lar religion, this by their own admission. 
A report made by the Union Theological 
Seminary of New York and the Russell 
Sage Foundation disclosed that in a poll 
of 346 clergymen jn thirty-nine states at 
least 13 percent cornmented that they were 
''pleasing people rather than preaching the 
truth." Dr. Paul Calvin Payne, a Phila­
delphia Presbyterian, said that what is 
needed is a return to ''brave preaching'' 
of early Christianity and the apostles. ''We 
have not dared face our congregation with 
a hard gospel," the clergyman said. ''Con· 
sequently we have attracted to our church­
es the timid, the soft and the unadven­
turous.'' 

Believers in the misty religion want a 
soothing, psychological salve; they do not 
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want to settle down to· the clear-cut prin­
ciples of God's Word, the Bible. That 
course, the path outlined by the Bible, is 
too hard, too unpopular. As Dr. Joseph H. 
Stein of Glen Ridge, New Jersey, a Congre­
gational Christian official, put it: ''SOme 
congregations prefer to feel good rather 
than be good, and there are pulpits that 
find it more appealing to soften sins into 
complexes and redemption into relaxation.'' 

A recent Associated Press survey quizzed 
clergyrrif!n on what they regarded as the 
principal cause of a suspected waning in the 
influence of the pulpit on American life. The 
survey produced these answers: ''Hum­
drum sermons, vague and rambling, with 
no clear-cut point. Pretentious delivery­
with no feeling, or an exaggerat¢ amount 
of it. Sermon lengths cut more and more, to 
make it easy on the congregation. Ten­
dency to tone down the message to please 
people. Timidity about stressing the harder 
demands of religion in action.''--Cleveland 
Plain Dealer, June 7, 1956. 

A Religion Without Power 
To what type of faith does all this point? 

To a misty religion, a religion that is so 
vague that it has more in common with a 
fog bank than with the revealed will of 
God. So wit, music, movies and a toned.­
down, trimmed-down, timid, vague mes­
sage continue to fill churches with mem­
bers but not with Christians. 

True Christianity is right religion. And 
right religion is made up of three ingre­
dients that cannot be separated: Right mo­
tive, right belief and right action. 

Believers in the misty religion have the 
wrong motive; they use religion as a de­
vice for getting what they want-peace of 
mind, comfort and contentment. Believers 
in the misty religion are not concerned 
about right belief. They do not do as the 
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Bible says: ''Make sure of all thinge.'' In· 
stead they accept anything ru though any 
belief were right belief. Believers in the 
misty religion prefer to forget Jesus' words 
about right action: ''Not everyone saying 
to me, 'Master,' 'Master,' Will enter into the 
kingdom of the heavens, but the one doing 
the v1ill of my Father who is in the heavens 
will.''-1 Thessalonians 5:21; Matthew 
7:21, New World Trans. 

No, the masses of churchgoers do not 
want to settle down to right religion, true 
Christianity. As a result their religion is 
without power; it is no real force in their 
life. Right belief and right action are swal­
lowed up by the fog of a vague religion. 

It is just as the Bible foretold for the 
''last days:'' A popular, powerless religion 
has captured the people's fancy. Foretold 
Christ's apostle: ''Know this, that in the 
last days critical times hard to deal with 
will be here.'' And what did he say would 
be one of the big reasons for this? The fact 
that men would be ''having a form of godly 
devotion but proving false to its power.'' 
-2 Timothy 3:1, 5, New World Trana. 

It is because the masses in Christendom 
have a religion without power that the 
scripture is true: ''They publicly declare 
they know God, but they disown him by 
their works." (Titus 1:16, New World 
Trans.) This is a serious matter. For soon 
now God's war of Armageddon will destroy 
this system of things together· with all 
forms of false religion. Even as the pre­
flood world disappeared from the face of 
the earth, so will this present evil world. 
Those who survive into Jehovah's new 
world will not set up any tombstone to 
mark this world's passing. But in their 
minds a fitting epitaph could be inscribed, 
as suggested by God's Word: 'It was a 
world of ideal churchgoers-they had a 
form of godly devotion but were false to 
its power.' 
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Cotif'fJP of G hnUaer 
«. The panther is the fiercest of all cats. Even 
when old and outnumbered. it keeps up its 
courage. Not long ago the keeper in a Chicago 
zoo made a mistake: he let five lions into a 
cage, tailing to notice that a: male and tema.le 
panther were already in the cage. Snowball­
a coal-black panther-was 
lying- on a ledge with his 
mate. He weighed only 175 
pounds and Wjs twelve 
years old, the eqUlvalent of 
a stxty-year-014 hU{Uan. The 
]Jons were four or five years 
old, the equivalent of a 
thirty-year-old man. Each 
of them weighed· about 300 
pounds. But Snowball never 
wasted a minute on decid· 
ing what to do. To save his 
mate and himself he made 
a spllt-second, graceful 

·Junge at the lions. But the 
oJd panther never had a 
chance. As visitors watched, 
a single blow from a huge lion's paw broke 
his back and he died within moments. 

TIH11 rAte with Their Legs 
4[. Who would want to taste with his legs? The 
monarch butterfly would not want it any other 
way. For the monarch, as well as several other 
species of butter!Jies, the abWty to taste with 
one's\legs plays a big part In winning a living. 
When its feet encounter nectar the insect is able 
to stop at once and uncoil its sucking tube and 
begin to feed. Never think that their leg taste 
buds are laughably inferior. The legs of the 
monarch have been shown to be two hundred 
times as sensitive to sugar as the human tongue. 

Moat Efli,cient LllmP4 m the World 
CL The lamps of the fl.refl.les are the most effi­
cient in the world. They produce cold light, 
whereas most of the energy that goes into our 
electric bulbs is lost in heat. For generations 
experimenters have been trying to duplicate the 

light of the insects on a commerda.l basis. But, 
so far, they have not succeeded.-lnsect Friends, 
by Edwin Way Teale. 

lmeet Parade 
([ Man has hardly scratched the surface of the 
ground in the field of insect study. Scientists 

have named and described 
about 700,000 dlfrerent kinds 
of insects, but they have a 
long way to go. Thousands 
more are ~Ing described 
each year. On the basis of 
new kinds being found in 
regions where little insect 
study has been done, it is 
estimated that the total 
number of different kinds of 
insects will exceed 7,000,000 
when all are discovered. It 
is difficult to visualize this 
vast nwnber of interesting 
living creatures. Could one 
member ot each species 
pass before our eyes as in 

parade it would take some time before the show_ 
would be over. If we allowed just one minute 
to look at each species, it would take over thir­
teen years before the parade pa.ssed by. 

S1ara Camwt Be Numbered 

([, In the book Astronomy Arthur M. Harding 
Writes: "How many stars are In the sky? In the 
entire heavens there are less than 5,000 visible 
to the naked eye, and less than 3,000 of these 
can be seen from Palestine, but Job (26:14) 
realized that some parts of the universe were 
hidden from view, 'Lo, these are but the out· 
skirts of his ways.' Although Jeremiah could 
easily have counted all the visible stars, he 
said (33:22), 'The host of heaven cannot be 
numbered.' Modern astronomers agree with 
Job and Jeremiah, for every time we increase 
the power of our telescopes we bring more stars 
into View and the sensitive plate now reveals 
many billions." 

~ A fish store in Britain has possibly come up with a new type of mousetrap. 
At least the British fishmonger decided not to kill and sell a crab that had been 
delivered to him after it started catching the fish store's mice. 
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~Zf::/tk 
r:fv NOW I guess you 
Iii, know a little of the trou­
ble that broke -loose in Kow­
loon in Hong Kong Colony. 
What a ghastly mess it was! 
Maybe rou'd like to know 
what happened; at least, my 
report will be more factual 
than the average rePorts 
that seem to be circulating. 

The rioting broke out three blocks away 
from our missionary borne on the morning 
of October 10, called "double tenth." -On 
this day Chinese Nationalists celebrate the 
Winchang revolution of 1911, . when the 
Manchu regime had to make way for the 
republic. The celebration includes flying 
the Nationalist flag, holding political meet­
ings, feasting, and so forth. The Hong Kong 
government does not interfere, and the one 
restriction is that public buildings may not 
be defaced by pasting on paper flags. 

Exactly the same license is granted the 
Communists on October 1 when they cele­
brat~ their national day. In this matter I 
have always considered the British govern­
ment very tolerant. After all, the unsettled 
state of aff~irs in China has forced a heavy 
burden on Hong Kong. The doors have 
never been closed to refugees; they come · 
even now at the rate of 6,000 a month. 
Hong Kong bears the expense unaided by 
the United Nations. But back to the tenth. 

I was first aware of trouble when I left 
home for my afternoon Bible studies. There 
were signs of excitement up the road and 
traffic from that direction was halted. 
Trucks and armed police went flying past, 
including the anti-riot squad .. I assumed 
there was labor trouble in a factory some-
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where and patiently awaited a bus, com­
pletely unalarmed. When the bus finally 
got through the conductor told me there 
was fighting but he did not seem too con­
cerned and, as other neighborhoods were 
quiet, I forgot about it. At one study I had 
a very lively discussion with a young man 
whose mother I study with, and though he 
did not exactly C()ncede the doctrinal point 
we discussed his initial prejudice against 
us vanished and he promised to continue 
the discussion n€!xt week. All in all, riots 
were very far from my mind as I returned 
home. 

In the evening my way to a study lay 
through the trouble area, but as traffic was 
proceeding normaIIy I deemed it safe to go. 
As I passed a certain street I noticed a 
barricade and police standing guard, and a 
t.race of tear gas in the air caused pas­
sengers to slam the bus windows and grab 
their handkerchiefs. Otherwise, perfect 
quiet. 

At 10:30 that evening, after my study, 
I made my way back to catch a bus at the 
terminus-but no buses .. Folk waited till 
11 p.m., then a bus official advised us to 
walk as no more buses were expected. I, 
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and about a hundred others, began to walk. 
l had gotten a long way toward h<:>me when 
I began to sense a certain restlessness in the 
crowds and noticed some people were run­
ning. I flagged a taxi and told him where I 
wanted to. go. In Chinese he replied that 
he did not want to carry a European, and 
sped· away. A little taken aback, I signaled 
a second taxi and was told that it was 
dangerous to carry a European-he didn't 
say why, he just beat it. 

Now I was thoroughly worried. What 
was I to do? To go back was to go into a 
Chinese quarter where there would be lit­
tle recourse to help if I should need it. To 
go ahead by foot meant-what? A third 
taxi drew \lP and I told him where I wanted 
to go. This driver was a nice guy. He said 
there was a certain danger to Europeans, 
but he had just managed to get through 
the side streets and be would try to get 
me home that way. 

Caught in the Riot 
We turned off the main road into the 

darkest back streets-and sudd€nly with­
out warning we ran right- into the mob 
surging into the street. Too late for me to 
do 8.nything-one of them saw me and 
yelled ''Sai Yan!'' (''Westerner)''} As one 
man that mob turned and began to ham­
mer the taxi with stones, bricks and bot­
tles. The poor driver, as a stone smashed 
his windshield, begged me, ''Missie, lie 
down! lie down!'' I lay down, at the same. 
time trying to wind down the windows to 
prevent more flying glass. The mob spilled 
across the road in front of the car, stopping 
our progress, and yelling, ''Kill her! kill 
her!'' 

I heard two gun shots, and felt sick. 
There wasn't a chance for me-you can't 
talk to a mob, not when it is as angry as 
this one was. There was a flash o·f fire past 
the window and my heartbeats began to 
choke me. I thought they were throwing 
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fire to set the taxi ablaze and either force 
me out to them or burn me alive. Unknown 
to me, the palice had shown up_ on the other 
side of the street in the nick of time. They 
had :fired the shots and the fire was a burst 
from a gas gun they had used to fire a tear 
gas bomb. The bomb broke right by the 
taxi, gMS:ing us out but also dispersing 
the mob. 

I gasped and panted as my eyes streamed 
with bitter, biting tears and my mouth and 
throat were filled with the stuff. The poor 
driver too was in need of air. He struggled 
to get the taxi in reverse but was stuck. 
Two Policemen loomed up and pushed the 
car out of the smoke. Then I could see 
about fifty policemen advancing, making a 
solid wall of their shields. I've never been 
so glad to see policemen before in my 
whole life! The inspector of police with 
them told me that the missioriary home 
where I stayed was now in the center of the 
riot area. He detailed a policeman to drive 
us to the district police station and cau­
tioned me to stay on the floor. 

At the Police Station 
When we arrived the divisional inspec­

tor, a big Scotsman, half carried me into 
the station. Someone gave me hot coffee, 
the divisional inspector gave me his big 
chair and I Worked hard to bring my limbs 
under control again. There wasn't any 
place for me to go, so, more thankful than 
I can say to be safe, there I sat all night, 
while people and events milled around me. 

The divisional inspector explained that 
the trouble originally broke out when an 
officer in charge of a refugee resettlement 
tenement block had ripped down paper 
flais illegally pasted on the walls. His 
office had been subsequently attacked, fur­
niture and records burned and three of the 
staff seriously injured. The police had man­
aged to quell these disturbances but now 
there was evidence that Triad society 
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members and various other secret and 
criminal groups were using the incidents 
as an excuse to vent their spleen on the 
police and also on Europeans. The press 
reported that Red China blamed the riots 
on the l3ritish government of Hong Kong 
for harboring Chinese Nationalist sup­
porters and whitewashing their actiVities, 
while the Nat.ionalist government in Tai­
wan claimed the riots were deliberately 
fomented by Communist agents from 
Peking. The more accurate reasons behind 
the riots, however, seem to be those out­
lined to me by the divisional inspector. 

Some EuropeJ,ns had been dragged from 
buses and beaten. Cars had been burned. 
Stores, all of Communist ownership, were 
being wrecked. The fire chief rushed in to 
say that a large bakery was being sabo­
taged but that the mob was preventing 
fire engines fl'om getting to the blaze. Ar­
mored cars were dispatched to force a way 
through for the fire engines. A while later 
the same man came back to say that the 
rioters had stoned and rushed the cars, 
causing one to swerve and kill four people. 

A British soldier was brought in with 
his head bandaged. Two rioters were car­
ried in, one dead, the other severely 
wounded. He died on the floor by me ten 
minutes later. Don't ask me what my feel­
ings were, for I truly don't know. All I can 
say is I just accepted things as they were 
without being conscious of any emotion, 
except, perhaps, a faint regret that things 
should be as they were. 

Toward four in the morning vans crune 
in with the first arrests. The police, sore 
at the number of police casualties, were 
not disposed to kid-glove methods as they 
hustled the rioters to cells. I remarked 
about the rough, uncouth appearance of 
the rioters and the divisional inspector 
said, ''Lassie, this district is 70 percent 
criminal.'' 

DECEMBER S2, 1956 

Nine a.m. came, the ·streets were quieter 
and a police van took me home. The others 
were glad to see me, as I'd been unable to 
contact them. They also had put in a bad 
night. Rioting had Sparked up and flared 
round the home all night long. Shops of 
Communist ownership had been burned 
out and they had seen Europeans attacked. 
At the bakery just a block away eleven 
vans had been completely burned out. 

Quiet was maintained until 11: 30 a.m. 
By this time the police knew that the riots 
were not confined to political motives nor 
were they undirected. The police had ar­
rested members of the Triad societies, un­
lawful groups that wield a rod of fear over 
the Chinese people. These societies have 
been an integral part of Chinese life for 
years and nm. protection and blackmail 
rackets. When they have something on a 
Chinese he will pay up or commit suicide, 
for the Chinese will do anything to ''save 
face.'' Therefore when the police knew 
these gangs were on the warpath they 
appreciated the difficulties of the clean-up 
task. They knew that the average harmless 
Johnnie, with no real ax to grind, would 
join the rioting because he'd be too afraid 
of the gang leaders not to. 

A Woman Burns 
Outside our home at 12:30 p.m. mob law 

reigned. The mob made a huge baITicade 
across the road with burned-out C1U'S; 

poured kerosene on them and fired them 
again. No ·one could get through and Tai 
Po Road, the one artery out of Kowloon, 
was in their hands. At 2 p.m. the govern­
ment announced that troops had been 
called in. 

At this juncture a taxi tried to get 
through from town. Why, I'll never know. 
It carried the Swiss consul and his wife. 
The radio was constantly warning every­
one to stay out of the district, but here 
they were. Be that as it may, the mob 
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quickly surrounded the taxi, broke the win­
dows, assaulted the occupants, hammered 
the car with iron b8rs, Poured kerosene 
over-it, threw in a lighted match and tipped 
the car over. 

From this point we didn't see what hap­
pened to the driver. Heaven knows how, 
but the couple managed to get out of the 
car. The woman was ablaze from head to 
foot and her husband was struggling to get 
her flamin8' dress off. They managed to 
reach the sidewalk and make their way 
in our direction, the mob harrying them 
the whole time. As they passed we could 
see the woman was completely naked and 
severely burned. 

We were beside ourselves with anguish. 
To reveal ourselves in any way would only 
have brought the mob over to us, for they 
were hungry for people to hurt. May I never 
have to do that again-watch anyone being 
hurt and be powerless to assist him. This 
time I was capable of feeling-anguish and 
anger, a terrible burning anger that mo­
mentarily made it difficult to accept that 
we humans must not seek retributive jus­
tice, but leave all to Jehovah to settle in 
his own good time. 

The couple disappeared from sight down 
a side street. Almost immediately we no­
ticed the mob begin to run in the opposite 
direction. The troops were coming. Firing 
as they came in solid formation, they 
moved right into the area in front of our 
house. Just ten minutes too late to avert 
that horriQie tragedy! As the soldiers took 
up strategic positions, white riot-warning 
banners flying, the police led away the poor 
burned couple. 

The flames surrounding the taxi had sub­
sided sufficiently to permit us to see the 
form of a man lying prostrate by the taxi, 
one arm trapped under the car. He was 
burned completely black. Of course, we be­
lieved him to be the taxi driver _.and for 
many days that belief prevailed. However, 
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later the Police published the full report 
and said that the taxi driver had escaped 
relatively unscathed._ The man who died 
was the man who threw the lighted match. 
He apparently thought he had time to rob 
the taXi meter, and ·when his associates 
tipped the taxi his head was banged, 
knocking him to the ground stunned. His 
arm was trapped and he couldn't pull away. 
So he died, a victim of his own arson. 

The Swiss lady died two days later, leav­
ing two boys, four years and two years 
of age. 

Slow Return to Normalcy 
It took many hours to quiet things down. 

A curfew was imposed. People on the 
streets were shot at. The trouble flared up 
at Tsun Wan, three miles from us. This 
raged for twenty-four hours, despite the 
troops. Factories were burned, many were 
killed and injured. The mob was at no time 
armed with ammunition, so you can see 
what great numbers and demon mftuence 
can accomplish. 

Saturday evening, seventy hours after 
the break-out, order was restored. The cur­
few was not lifted and the streets were 
deserted. Then the big round~up began. 
You may remember the big fire three years 
back that destroyed the shanties behind us. 
Well, the government built concrete dwell­
ings to rehouse these folks, and it was from 
here that the mob came. Soldiers and po­
lice with fixed bayonets brought every 
man out and examined him. Five hundred 
were eventually roped together and 
marched away. 

The next day the soldiers and police re­
turned and took an additional hundred and 
fifty. We saw another thousand marched 
from Tsun Wan. In all, more than three 
thousand were held in a military com~ 
polUld. Four were charged with murder. 
Fifty-six were killed in the riots and up­
ward of four hundred were injured. 
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As I write now everything has returned 
to normalcy. But it's been a black, black 
page in Hong Kong history. Whether there 
will be any serious political repercussions 
remains to be seen. 

As to my own feelings. I like the Chinese 
people and trust them. Th~ bunch of hooli­
gans I've talked about are not representa­
tive of the people, most of whom are peace-, 
loving. Many, many Chinese risked their 
Jives to help :Europeans in difficulty. In the 
last two days many bus drivers and con­
ducton:. \\'ho have become friends of mine 

ly ''Awcik•I" corr•spond•nt In Trlnld.:id 

through daily contact have gone out of their 
way to approach me and ask if I were all 
right. If there have been suspicious glances 
from some people they have been outnum­
bered by the reassuring smiles I've received 
on the streets and in the buses from com­
plete strangers. No, I like these people, and 
I'm still very glad I'm working here. Of 
course, the brothers and sisters deserve 
outstanding mention. They show such great 
love toward us. None of them were in· 
valved in any way. 

the combined vote cast for all opposing 
political parties. 

The new party's head, Dr. Eric Eustace 
Williams, M.A., B.A., Ph.D., was a polit­
ical newcomer but no stranger to Trini­
dad. He was one of the island's native 
Negro sons with a brilliant scholastic 
record behind him. 

As a young man he had won an open 
island scholarship that entitled him to go 

.: ''.:~: -. abroad to England to further his educa-
• 1 __ - '::!;, ·-~,. ti on. At the completion of his fo~l 

· [ - ' education he won the distinction of be-
.. ~ ing the first Trinidadian Doctor of Phi-

.,~ ~- Josophy in the island's history. He bad 

TR. N j DAD majored in modern history, politics, 
economics and Philosophy at historic 

rVJ SEPTEMBER 24, 1956, the elector­
Vate of the Crown Colony of Trinidad 
and Tobago flexed their political muscles 
and voted into office fol' the next five 
years a new government. Sweeping chang­
es were made as political giants of the last 
decade were toppled and new and younger 
personages replaced them. Most noticeable 
was the dramatic victory of a new political 
party, the People's National Movement, in 
winning a majority of the seats in the 
Legislative Council, as well as a clear ma­
jority of more than 1,400 votes, more than 

DECEMBER 2M, 1956 

Oxford University and had a brilliant 
future ahead of him. 

In 1939 he became assistant professor 
of social and political science at Howard 
t:ln\vel'sity 5.n the U.S.A., advancing to a 
full professorship seven years later in 1946. 
During this period he wrote two books: 
The ·Negro in the Caribbean and Capitat.. 
isni and Slavery. Later he relinquished his 
post with Howard University to become 
eventually the deputy chairman of the Re­
search Council of the Cai'ibbean Commis­
sion, with headquarters in Trinidad. When 
his term expired in 1955 the Commission 
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refused to renew his contract and Dr. 
Williams went into semiretirement and 
obscurity for a short while at the age ·of 
forty-four. 

Behind the scenes, however, Dr. Wil­
liams was embarking on a new phase of his 
career. Early in 1956 he burst upon the 
Trinidad political scene with the announc~ 
ment of the formation of the People's Na­
tional Movement, an entirely new political 
party with•himself as its political leader. 
In the next eight months he became the 
most controversial political figure in the 
island, as he campaigned up and down the 
country, stirring up the imagination of the 
body politic. Prominent people began to 
rally to him and his People's National 
Movement. An Election Manifesto setting 
forth his party's aims and objectives was 
ismed and by nomination day he fielded a 
full team of twenty-four candidates for the 
general elections. 

Although sma11 in physical stature Dr. 
Williams soon demonstrated his ability to 
attract and hold the attention of large 
crowds. He spake in many places in the 
isJand and invariably was closely followed 
by throngs of people who were curious 
about his idea.$ and aims, while at the same 
time dissatisfied with the political 8tatus 
q1t.0. His delivery was different from the 
usual political oratory. He was the lectur­
ing professor analyzing economic problems, 
quoting facts and figures on the educa­
tional standards; and he did it in a way 
the wharf laborer could appreciate. The 
Negro laboring element saw him as their 
champion. Toward the end of the campaign 
nightly he drew crowds to his "University 
of Woodford Square," the large public 
square ~ downtown Pott of Spain opposite 
the Government Red House. 

The 0ppo8ition 
Besides laborers he also drew men of 

education of all racial lineages and reli-
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gious backgrounds to his party. However, 
the existing ·parties began to show some 
concern over the PNM's popularity. Criti­
cisms came ·from all quarters: the Party 
of Political Progress groups (POPPG), 
People's Democratic party (PDP) , Trini­
dad Labour party (TLP) , the Butler party 
(BP) and various independents. Eventually 
the issues became clearly drawn and 
cleavages appeared in every form of so­
ciety in the colony. 

A racial cleavage appeared after Dr. 
Williams publicly criticized the East Indian 
religious organization, the Sanatana Dhar­
ma Maha-Sabha, which formed the Hindu 
element in the island and solidly backed 
the PDP under the leadership of the Hon. 
Bhadase Sagan Maraj, member of the dis­
solved Council. From the time of the criti­
cism of the Maha-Sabha as a religious or­
ganization in the guise of a political group, 
antago·nism between the PDP and the PNM 
became manifest. Each accused the other 
of stirring up racial issues and dividing the 
East Indian from the Negro. 

The Roman Catholic Church also in­
jected itself into the fray and took its stand 
against the PNM, on the ground that it was 
secretly in favor of birth control, al­
though PNM spokesmen emphatically de­
nied this, pointing to their manifesto that 
said it was a private and religious matter. 
They attacked the PNM heavily for favor­
ing state control of education. It countered 
by saying it was in favor of religious edu­
cation in all schools. For weeks the baffie 
raged back and forth. The editor's page of 
every issue of local newspapers was full of 
letters pro-Catholic and pro-PNM, charg­
ing and def ending, charging and defending. 

Many feared that the heat generated 
would lead to violence. It did. At Chagua­
nas a POP procession tangled with a group 
of PNM supporters and a riot ensued, with 
a number injured and forty arrested. Vari­
ous beatings occurred and threats were re-
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ceived by a number of candidates. A Hindu 
school was burned to the ground. Election 
eve, a $tin.day, was looked to with some 
anxiety, as all available police and reserves 
were confined to barracki:i in readiness. 

Election Day 
Business was almost at a standstill Mon· 

day morning. Never before had the elec· 
torate shown such intense interest. A 
record number turned out to exercise their 
right to vote. The day was quiet and an 
unusual calm settled over the island dur· 
ing the evening as people awaited the re­
sults. The only incident was that of a Ro· 
man Catholic priest's being surrounded by 
an angry mob that accused him of trying 
to influence persons to vote against the 
PNM. He had to be rescued by the police. 

Late into the night people hovered 
around their radios. By ten·thirty it was 
evident that PNM had swept the 1>0\ls and 
had won thirteen seats, a clear. majority. 
Next was the PDP with five seats, the TLP 
with two, the Butler party with two, and 
two independents. A dramatic upset was 
the toppling of the former minister of in· 
dustry, labor and commerce, the Hon. 
Albert Gomes, by a virtually unknown 
young man of twenty.eight, Mr. Ulric Lee, 
running on the PNM ticket in Port of Spain 
North const!tuen·cy. Mr. Gomes is a senior 
statesman and one of the best·known poJit. 
ical figures in the Caribbean. 

Post-Election Reactions 
Foliowing the elections violence again 

reared its ugly bead, mostly against those 
who were PNM supporters. Twelve in the 
Caroni district were injured by gunfire 
Tuesday night follo~ing the election, a 
school was stoned and one family deserted 
its home through fear of reprisal over the 
way they voted. Generally speaking, how· 
ever, the p0lice did a splendid job of main· 
taining law and order. 

DECEMBER 22, 19511 

With a Jiew government il'l prospect, all 
eyes are on the future. Defeated candidates 
have made pessimistic statements publicly, 
others say they will continue the fight. 
Winning candidates will fall into two 
groups: PNM, which will form the next gov­
ernment, and the rest, who will form the 
Opposition. The PNM steadfastly main· 
tain they are going to raise the standard of 
public morality in political office. 

Concern over birth control and state 
education was the chief reaction on the 
part of the Roman Catholic population, 
although it, too, was divided over the elec­
tion issues, with many voting PNM in spite 
of warnings by Catholic spokesmen. This 
also is a matter that the future will decide. 

Practically all persons in the colony have 
shown interest in the election and what 
will be the future of the colony. Over 80 
percent of the electorate-turned out to the 
polls to cast c1orre to 275,000 votes, for a 
record in this respect. Staining of ~e 
fingers with red indelible ink to prevent 
revoting was used for the first time, and 
for the next day or so one could easily 
tell who had and who had not voted. The 
votes have shown dissatisfaction with the 
past administration and a desire for some­
thing better. If the new government dries 
provide these benefits all honest persons 
will be glad for them. Those who are famil., 
iar with the Bible, however, know that 
the true remedy and deliverance from the 
problems common to mankind do not rest 
with man or any_political party, no matter 
how sincere its members may be. The tl'Ue 
and righteous government is from Jeho~ 
vah, who has vested almighty power in his 
Chief Minister, Christ Jesus. The time has 
at last arrived for him to exercise his PoW· 
ers of office over man. which will be for 
their everlasting benefit. "In his days shall 
the righteous flourish; and abtmdance of 
peace so long as the moon endureth." 
~Psalm 72:7. 
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Jehovah's Witnesses in the News 
"n&. VGUcnd WthM!IH ... 
'W The MancheateT Guardian, July 31, 1956, 

had the following comment to make regard· 
ing the Resolution passed by Jehovah's wit· 
nesses at their 1956 district assemblies: 
'i;' ''The valiant witnesses of Jehovah have 

protested to Marshal Bulganin about his treat­
ment of their co-religionists in Russia. In a 
letter just dispatched to Moscow the sect's 
London district assembly states that there 
are or have been 2,000 Jehovah's Witnesses 
in the Vorkuta penal settlement, that 7,000 
Witnesses were arrested in April 1951, and 
transported to the region between Tomsk and 
Irkutsk, and that eyen today Jehovah's Wit· 
nesses are being kept in more than fifty camps 
in European Russia, Siberia and Novaya 
2.Emllya. 
'E ''The district assembly, which gathered at 

Thornton Heath over the week-end, asked 
Marshal Bulganin to allow a delegation to 
proceed to Moscow to press the matter fur­
ther. Their sect enjoys the tragic distinction of 
having been the tlrst to suffer under most 
latter-day tyrannies. Hitler was quick to im: 
prison these stubborn upholBers of a faith he 
could not understand. SQ, was Stalin. The Wit· 
nesses' refusal to countenance any war not 
Jehovah's own has put them at odds with 
every dictator who has wished to raise an 
army. Their obstinate defence of the things 
in which they believe, a defence which does 
not allow them to yield an inch, has brought 
them into confllct with the secret police of 
every modern dictatorship.'' 

"&1rafttrelV SenalUW" 
'W In Drew Pearson's column ''Washington 

Merry-Go-Round'' o1 September 22, 1956, there 
Is a reference to the average life span of 

President Eisenhower's ancestors. Mter this 
the column says: ''Ike ls strangely sensi· 
tive about his parents' religion. They were 
Jehovah's Witnesses, though the authorized 
biographies call them 'River Brethren.' Both 
Ike and his brother Milt checked the manu­
script of Bela- Kornitzer's book, 'Story of the 
Five Eisenhower Brothers.' Afterward Milt 
privately asked Kornitzer to delete a refer­
ence to their parents' membership in the Wit­
nesses sect.'' 

MeDWl'U of Yankee Stadium 

'i? Speaking of New York's Yankee Stadium, 
Joe MCCarthy In an article in Holiday maga­
zine of October, 1956, said: ''Everyone, of 
course, has his own memories.'' Fo1· some, 
said 'McCarthy, ~'it may be a crowd of 106,410 
men, women and children with their heads 
bowed in prayer at a Jehovah's Witnesses 
meeting .... The best-behaved crowds in the 
Stadium have been the tremendous gatherings 
at the Jehovah's Witnesses' meetings. Even 
on days when the Jehovah's Witnesses have 
filled the Stadium with overflowing throngs 
of more than 100,000, members of the sect did 
all the work with no assistance from the Sta­
dium's maintenance or crowd-supervising 
staffs. They did their own cleaning afterward, 
too, sweeping the entire Stadium and scrub­
bing every seat with soap and water. 
1:: '''We gave them four hundred brooms and 
they returned four hundred and forty to us,' 
an Allied man says. 'They wanted to put their 
people on the field as well as in the stands 
and we said we couldn't allow it because the 
turf would get torn up. They said, ''Couldn't 
we take oft' our shoes?'' So twenty thousand 
of them took off their shoes.' '' 

I ~Refreshingly Different~ ] 

---
([,TM Silent Worker, called "the national magazine for all the deaf,'' contained 
the following item in its issue of June, 1956: ''We reconunend 'The Dea! In a World 
of Sound,' published in the April 8 issue of Awakei This magazine is issued by the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc., 117 Adams Street, Brooklyn 1, New York. 
It is so refreshingly different from the article that appeared In !'ime several months 
ago. You may recall that some starry-eyed editor made a first.class ass of himself 
by posing as an authority on the education of the deaf. Awake/ came to us by acci­
dent, but we are glad we got to read that article. We enjoyed it, and we believe 
you will too." 
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IN 
MODERN TIME 

IN 1511~!:;:~o;.;i:;~: 
lie woman and three Jews 
were burned at the stake. 
Why? Because rwnor had 
it that the woman had sold 
the Jews a host, the round wafer of bread 
served at the mass, and that these Jews had 
pierced it until blood flowed from it. They 
had been arrested at the instigation of the 
bishop of Kholm and the papal nuncio 
Lipomano. 

King Sigismund II Augustus of Poland, 
hearing of it, had ordered a stay of the 
execution pending an investigation. The 
bishop, however, forged a royal order au­
thorizing the execution, which took place 
just a few days before the king's deputy 
arrived to investigate the matter. Being 
advised of this, Sigismund was highly in­
censed and expressed his horror, adding, 
''besides, I do not wish to be regarded as a 
fool who believes that blood may flow from 
a pierced host!'' 

Who had a better concept of Christian­
ity, the king or the dignitaries of the 
church? 

Ever since the eleventh century Jews 
had been fleeing to Poland to escape just 
such fates as this at the hands of their 
enemies. And though they 
were not entirely free 
from persecution, they so 
thrived that by the middle 
of the sixteenth century 
the Polish Jewish commu­
nity was the largest and 
most prosperous in the 
world. 

DEOBJMBliJR IS, 1956 

But gradually the 
anathemas hurled 
against them by offi­
cial councils, by 
priests, bishops, 
monks and Jesuits 
over the years be­
gan to bear fruit 
and the Jews suf­
fered as much if not 
more in Poland than 
they had elsewhere. 
Nolongerwerethere 

any Sigismund !I's· to require that justice 
be done. In addition to suffering as a result 
of such fantastic medieval accusations 
they were massacred by the tens of thou­
sands in the uprisings of the Cossacks and 
other Russian peasants against their Polish 
nobles, in the wars between the Swedes 
and the Poles (by the latter), and in the 
struggle for power between the Roman and 
the Greek Catholic Church. 

Poland being dismembered toward the 
end of the eighteenth century, the lot of 
the Polish Jews after that was the lot of 
the Jews in Austria, Russia and Germany, 
which nations divided Poland among them­
selves. And it was not until 1921, after 
Poland had again become an independent 
nation, that the Polish Jews for the first 
time were granted full citizenship. This, 
however, did not end their persecution 
altogether. 

As with Poland, so also with Russia; 
it was only toward the end of medieval 
times that severe persecution came upon 

the Jews. Amongtheirear­
Iiest tormentors was Ivan 
IV, ''the Terrible, 1' of the 
sixteenth century. A bit­
ter religious anti-Semite, 
he feared that the Jews 
would ''lead astray the 
Russians from Christian­
ity.'' Indicative of his poll-
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cies was his order, upon capturing the city 
of Polotsk, that all Jews who refused to be 
baptized must be drowned in the River 
Duna. 

And ever since his day restrictions have 
been placed upon the Jews in Russia. In 
the eighteenth century a ''Pale of Settle­
ment'' was decreed for the Jews, which lay 
between the Baltic and the Black Sea. 
Upward of 1,200 laws were passed limiting 
where Jews could live, work and study, 
600 of which were passed during the reign 
of' Nicholas I, between 1825 and 1855. As 
the years went by, however, Russia eased 
these restrictions somewhat, because of 
her need of Jewish financiers, doctors, 
lawyers and skilled artisans in other parts 
of Russia. 

In Russia the attacks upon the Jews in 
modern times were termed ••pogroms,'' 
meaning ''devastation.'' Of these, the three 
worst ones took place in 1881-82, 1891-92 
and 1905-07. The first two led directly to 
the forming of the Zionist movement. 
Thousands of Russian Jews also immigrat­
ed to the United States to flee these po­
groms, 300,000 doing so because of the 
last one, which was also the most destruc­
tive. Oppression of the Jews in Russia 
continued until the end of the czar's regime 
m 1917; so much so, in fact, that Jewish 
international bankers refused to make 
loans to Czarist Russia. 

The Nazi Persecutions 
''Judaism is not a religion but a mis­

fortune,'' once said the German Jewish 
paet Heinrich Heine bitterly, who though 
having been himself baptized as a Protes­
tant, for commercial reasons, remained a 
Jew at heart. But with Hitler's rise to 
power Judaism became a calamity, for his 
policy was one of genocide; there was no 
escaping it by either religious or political 
baptism. Time and again he threatened to 
exterminate European Jewry, and by the 

18 

time lie himself licked the dust he had 
realized two thirds of that ambition, hav­
ing murdered more than six million of the 
nine million Jews then in EurQpe. 

The Nazis, from their very beginning in 
1920, showed their hatred of the Jews by 
desecrating Jewish cemeteries and defiling 
synagogues. Upan their corning into power 
the Nazis ordered, in 1933, the boycotting 
of all Jewish business places, doctors, law­
yers, etc. Jews were dismissed from the 
judiciary, barred from practicing before 
the courts, denied employment in hospitals 
and in all fields of entertainment and com­
munication. All books by Jewish authors 
were cleared out of the lib1-aries and thou­
sands of them publicly burned. Banned also 
was all music written by Jewish composers. 

In 1935 the infamous Nuremberg laws 
abolished all civil rights of the Jews and in 
1937 the Jews were forced to sell all their 
places of business for a mere fraction of 
their value. Jews were also required to 
wear the yellow Jew badge of medieval 
times, the six-pointed star of David. They 
were also banned from all public institu­
tions, pfil-ks, swimming pools and other 
places of entertainment. In 1939 all Jews 
had to surrender all their valuables, real 
estate, stocks and bonds, jewels, automo­
biles, etc. Altogether 415 anti-Jewjsh Jaws 
were passed by the Nazis. 

When Hitler annexed Austria and Sude­
tenland his anti-Jewish policies were also 
applied in those lands, even as they were in 
the lands that were later overrun by the 
Nazi hordes. Because of pressure on his 
part his allies, Italy and Hungary, adopted 
similar measures against the Jews. Even 
in Switzerland and in the United States 
anti-Semitism became more virulent be· 
cause of his propaganda. 

Liquidating the Jews 
Hitler's scheme to destroy the Jews 

moved on apace with the invasion of Po· 
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land in 1939. By 1940 already some 11600,-
000 Jews had been put in concentration 
camps and 400,000 others were doing slave 
labor elsewhere. Young Jewish women by 
the hundreds were forced to satisfy the lust 
of Nazi soldiers in military brothels. Dur­
ing the first two years tens of thousands of 
Jews were machine-gunned or died from 
abuse, exhaustion, disease and starvation. 
Brutal criminals were put in charge of the 
cells in the concentration camps and every­
where t1le Jews received extremely cruel 
treatment. 

In one camp a Jewish prisoner, being too 
sick to eat, gave his food to another prison­
er. For this breach of rules he was thrown 
into a mammoth kettle of boiling water; 
which, however, did not prevent the wa­
ter's being used in the usual manner, for 
coffee for the prisoners! More than any 
other prisoners, Jews weA!! clubbed to 
death, at times buried alive .and even tom 
to pieces by vicious dogs. 

ApParently all such methods were too 
slow for the Nazis, for when Himmler 
visited Poland in the spring of 1942 he 
ordered the liquidation of 50 percent of the 
Jews. Beginning with July 24 of that year 
daily from seven to ten thousand Jews 
were shipped from the crowded Polish 
ghettos to the extermination centers. The 
Jews were told that they were being sent 
to camps to'· repair war damage, and to 
allay any fears of those remaining, post­
cards were faked, telling of the Jews' ar­
rival and of their enjoying their new 
quarters. 

But what these Jews found upon their 
arrival were specially constructed buildings 
labeled ''Bath Houses," which appeared to 
be just that. However, once they were in­
side the ''shower'' rooms the doors were 
slammed shut and then, instead of warm 
water, poison gas was sprayed on the vic­
tims, resulting in their agonizing death in 
a few minutes. Other Jews had to take 
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these bodies to the cze.natorles before they 
met the same fate. The ashes were used 
for fertilizer. Others were killed by elec­
tricity or llve steam or mowed down by 
machine guns. 

Three days before the Allied forces took 
the Buchenwald concentration camp and 
liberated its inmates, 40,000 Jews were 
taken out and machine-gunned so that 
they would not be set free. At the Nurem­
berg trials one Hans Frank was charged 
with the responsibility of having caused 
the murder of three million Jews! The final 
record showed that in twenty-one lands 
under Nazi domination, 6,093,000 Jews 
were liquidated between 1933 and 1945; 
four million in extermination camps and 
two million elsewhere. This represented 
one third of the world population of Jews. 
Polish Jews, who were the most numerous, 
also suffered the heaviest casualties, ninety 
percent, 2,900,000 out of 3,300,000 being 
wiped out. 

When the Nazis overran Holland and de­
creed thS:t all Dutch Jews married to 
Aryans must be sterilized so as not to con­
taminate the pure Aryan blood, they could 
not find a single Dutch physician or sur­
geon who would perpetrate such barba­
rism. Because of this all the Dutch were 
denied medical services for two months. 
Eventually the operations were performed 
by- German doctors, In one camp the 
Ukrainian S.S. guards were replaced by 
Germans because the former were not 
ruthless enough. 

Since and Elsewhere 
Among those sentenced to death at the 

Nuremberg Trials because of their crimes 
against humanity was an S.S. General 
Ohlendorf, who adm\tted seeing a signed 
document in which the Nazi leaders'"or­
dered the extermination of all Jews and 
certain others behind the German lines, 
and who was also convicted of causing the 
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death of 60,000 innocent persons. A Ger­
man doctor broadcastihg this jnformation 
boasted: "Ohlendorf will die, out his spirit 
will continue to live throughout the world." 

Sad to relate, his spirit still does live 
throughout the world up to the present 
time. A few years thereafter a placard was 
seen at a demonstration in MWlich, Bavar­
ia, which read: "Six million parasites were 
exterminated, yet nearly six million too 
few were asplt,yxiated." Hundreds of Jew­
ish cemeteries have been desecrated in 
Gennany in recent years. A Gallup poll 
taken late in 1948 sh()wed that 61 percent 
of the Germans were still definitely anti­
Semitic and that 16 percent were so rabid 
that they would not llve on the same block 
with Jews nor work alongside them. Only 
two percent of Germans interviewed were 
definitely opposed to all race prejudice. 

In Poland anti-Semitism has been re­
vived since the war. During Stalin's time 
many, many leading Jews in Russia were 
purged as enemies of the state. Recently 
at a Poujadist open-air rally in Paris cries 
of "Death to the Jews" were repeatedly 
heard. At the present time the Jews in 
South Africa have reason to feel apprehen­
sive, their protestations of loyalty to the 
government having rereived rebuffs. 
- In all English-speaking lands there is 
still discrimination against the Jews when 
it comes to buying real estate, applying for 

jobs, making applicatlon for entrance to 
universities and especially medical colleges, 
as well as trying to get reservations at 
summer resorts. 

At present there is more anti-Semitism 
in the United States than in any other 
English-speaking land. Some hundred hate 
sheets regularly pour out anti-Jewish prop­
aganda, featuring the forged "Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion," and especially a 
speech purported to have been made by 
Benjamin Frank1in attacking the Jews, 
which authoritative historians have shown 
to be a forgery. 

Attacks upon Jews, both physical and by 
propaganda, continue to be made in Mexico, 
in Central and in South American lands. 

Jewish persecution throughout the cen­
turies is such a towering tragedy that the 
mind cannot fully comprehend it. Since it 
was engaged in primarily by professed 
Christians, it is no wonder that many Jews 
feel an antipathy toward anything claim­
ing to lJe Christian. 

The persecutions the Jews suffered bear 
grim testimony to the accuracy of the 
Biblical warning as to what the Jews could 
expect if they went contrary to their Mak­
er, Jehovah God. (Leviticus 26:14-33) At 
the same time it should impress them with 
the need of putting their trust, not in silver 
and gold, nor in men and human agencies, 
but solely in Jehovah God. 

Lang Dl1tan1:e Iha lang lla9 
([,One of the most Interesting incidents in connection with the achievements of 
mankind happened. some years ag6; even before the advent of the atomic age. 

Admiral Rlchar<t E. Byrd was at the South Pole. One ol the men financing Byrd's 
Antarctic Expedition liyed in New York, on Long Island. This man had a special 

radio by which he could communicate directly with Little America in the Antarctic. 
One evening he w;as listening to a South Pole broadcast when he heard what must 

have struck him as a. most singular request. Previously that evening he had tele­
phoned hls office in New York city and had left the receiver otr the hook. His office, 

anxious to commWlicate with him again, was unable to ring his telephone. Knowing 
that he was in communication with the Antarctic, the office broadcast to Com· 

mander By~d at the South Pole to ask the man on Long Island to hang up his 
receJver so his office Jn New York city might speak to him. 
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Fact's and Fallacies 
-

abou-t 'k 

RECENTLY a late-model 
car sped along a super­

highway. From out of some thick 
underbrush a dog dashed in front 
of the car and was struck. The 
impact knocked the automobile 
completely out of control, turn-

Ii1Jrm' 
ing it end over end. A young woman was 
thrown out and killed instantly. The driver 
was pinned behind the wheel. The car burst 
into flames. Rescue operations were im­
passible because of the intense heat. The 
driver and the other passengers were cre­
mated there on the spot. 

Perhaps an even more brutal mass crema­
tion took place on June 20, 1956. A Super 
Constellation airplane was droning across 
tile Atlantic toward Caracas, Venezuela, 
when it developed engine trouble. Return­
ing to Idlewild Airport the pilot, in keeping 
with safety regulations, began dumping bis 
surplus gasoline. Soon thereafter a blue 
flame was seen, then a blaze, then like a 
fiery falling star the giant Constellation 
fell 8,000 feet to its doom and exploded. 
Seventy-four persons died in that disaster. 

A few days later another airliner in 
Nigeria, Afrlca, on the take-oft' hit a tree 
and blew up in flames. Thirty-two passen­
gers were conswned in this disaster. 

Every year there is a great loss of life 
caused by the use of highly inflammable 
gasoline. In these times when there are a 
great variety of fuels concerned people ask, 
Must inflammable gasolines be used in air­
planes and automobiles? Fuel experts claim 
that the use of diesel fuel would greatly re­
duce the danger of fires and explosions in 
cars and airplanes.1 R. B. Way in his book 
Modern Heavy-Oil Engines, page 231, says 
that one of the many advantages diesel 
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motors have over gasoline engines that the 
average layman will understand best of all 
"is the almost entire elimination of the 
fire risk." "Fuels can be employed,'' he 
claims, ''which cannot be made to take.fire 
except under conditions not Jikely to occur 
in any ordinary accident." 

Another authority states similarly: "One 
of the advantages :Possessed by the diesel 
is the very great reduction in fire risk .... 
Fire after a crash is perhaps the greatest 
of dangers in forced landings and though 
heavy oil will ignite under some circum­
stances, the chances of fire are very much 
reduced by its use." 

In view of this obvious advantage, why 
has not diesel fuel been more widely used? 
Why do airnlane, automobile and petro­
ieum companies continue to employ the 
more dangerous highly inflammable gaso­
lines and in many cases insist on their use 
when diesel oil is so available? Certainly 
it could not be because of lack of develop­
ment or inferior performance of the .diesel 
engine. As far back as 1932 diesel motors 
were perfected and in many ways they 
surpassed the gasoline engine in perform­
ance. They were capable of burning safer, 
cheaper fuels with a longer range. The high 
thermal efficiency of the diesel engine, re­
flected in the low specific fuel consump­
tion, gave it certain advantages in the 
matter of range. This was wen illustrated 
in 1938 when the world's long-distance sea. 
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plane record was held for a tiJne by an 
airplane fitted Mth a diesel engine. 

Diesel engilles were also used in several 
private cars with good results. The first 
genuineJy usable car of this type operated 
in England back in 1932. That was twenty. 
four years ago. What progress has been 
nxade since? Why is this economical engine 
not on the market? 

Throwing s0me light on the subject is a 
comment by D. H. Smith, who writes: 
''The outbreak Of war in 1939 very con· 
siderably affected the automotive diesel in· 
dustry. Oil engines were not so readily 
adaptable to military requirements as 
petrol [gasoline] engines, and their rather 
specialized maintenance reqUirements did 
not suit them to the irilmediate use of un­
trained and semiskilled mi)itary personnel. 
Production of civilian vehicles was virtual­
ly stopped except for essential replace· 
ments. Progress was thus almost complete· 
Iy arrested in all branches of automotive 
diesel production.'' 

It seems to be the military, the oil com· 
panies and the motor makers that have 
prevented the diesel and other safe oil fuel 
engines from being used. Way declares: 
''It would seem that the aeroplane operat· 
ing people are in no hurry to change over 
from gasoline engines. . . . Tue cargo. 
carrying people won't let the earning pow­
er of their craft be reduced on account of 
the elimination of fire risk only, and the 
longer flights which are possible without 
refueling don't make so much of an 1m· 
pression on them either.'' 

This is an example of big business, par~ 
ticu1ar1y the oil companies, eliminating 
anything that will burn eheaper and safer 
fuels, more efficiently, than their high· 
octane, expensive and dangerous but more 
profitable gasolines. Reflecting on the situ· 
ation as a whole after investigating an air· 
plane crash, an official said: •'Big business, 
I know, must go on. But it goes on, not only 
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at the expense of the public, but at the 
hazard Df their lives." 

The Use of Propane 
The use of propane gas, fruniliarly Imown 

as ''bottled gas,'' rould eliminate noxious 
fumes caused by automobiles and buses 
and at the same time would reduce their 
maintenance costs. In many cities, how. 
ever, fire department officials have out­
lawed the use of propane as a hazardous 
motor fuel. But Dr. Leonard Greenburn, 
New York city's Commjssioner of Air Pol· 
lution Control, declared that he would show 
that propane gas is ''less hazardous'' than 
Ordinary fuels in cUITent use. GasoJjne 
buses, be pointed out, could be converted 
to use propane gas for about $250, while 
conversion of diesel ~uses would be slightly 
higher. But this cost would easily be made 
up by the clean burning qualities of the 
gas, which cuts maintenance costs sharply. 
One taJ(i ran 162,000 miles on propane 
without an overhaul. At the present time 
about 1,000 buses in Chicago, Illinois, oper­
ate on propane. Propane is less expensive 
than gasoline but slightly rnore than diesel 
Oil. Whatever the price, it leaves the air 
free from smelly fumes and smog. 

Before propane can become profitabJe 
for you to operate in your car, the $300 
cost of conversion must be lowered and 
adequate distribution centers set up. Laws 
in many cities prohibit the sale of propane. 
No vehicle burning propane is allowed to 
operate on the streets of Cleveland, Ohio. 
Many towns and villages will not permit 
Propane to be sold for vehicular use within 
their limits, and the fuel is not available 
at all in five states. Long-distance travel­
ing, therefore, with an engine converted 
to burn propane would present a problem. 
Should the fuel ~atch on, experts warn, the 
Price would go up and the cost advantage 
would disappear. 
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Alcohol fuels are powerful and leave no 
carbon deposits. Yet they are ''not likely 
to be generally available for motor cars 
at any time in the future. When nitro is 
added to a hydrocarbon fuel (any gasoline 
sold to the public today), it actually in­
creases pre-ignition tendency to the point 
where actual engine failure could easily 
result''; so says Motor Trend, July, 1956. 
Both palm oil and cottonseed oil have 
been used successfully as fuels in engines 
specifically built for the purpose. But here 
again, this type fuel most likely will never 
be used on a great scale. 

Carburetors and Fuel Injection Systems 
Claims are often made that gasoline 

economy as high as 200 miles a gallon can 
be achieved with carburetors of neW de­
sign, or with special additives for fuels and 
lubricating oils or other similar devices. 
The Ethyl Corporation calls these claims 
fallacies that receive a brief flurry of pub­
licity and then disappear from the public 
scene, and says that they are given cre­
dence and continue to appear because ''of 

the complexity of faotoni alfecting fUel 
economy, and a general lack of understaJld.. 
ing of these factors.'' 

However, the Mechanix llluatrated mag­
azine, September, 1956, page 176, published 
an answer to a question regarding special 
carburetors. The question: ''Is there any 
truth to several rumors I have heard about 
a few cars being accidentally sold to the 
public with special carburetors that would 
cause. them to give between 40-50 mpg? 
If it is true there must be some influence 
from the oil industry to keep them from 
putting that kind of carburetor on all 
cars.'' The answer: ''All the automobile 
advertisibg men dtive these cars and the 
,carburetors are'known as Madison Avenue 
Magnums. Incidentally, the first time I 
ever heard about these magic pots was 
when they were first used on the 1915 
Scripps-Booth.'' Evidently, more econom­
ical carburetors are available. 

But why are they not released for public 
use? Perhaps we shall have to wait for the 
automobile builders and petroleum indus­
tries to answer that. 

NAKED EGGS FOR SALE 
fi. It seems that the age-old problem of which eggs are better eating-brown-shelled 
or white-shelled-is on the verge of vanishing. This is because the plastic container 
industry now puts up naked eggs in transparent, plastic paclqlges. To the consumer 
the naked eggs all look alike because they are sold without shells. They come in 
twelve-compartment plastic packets, each packet being about three·quarters of an 
inch deep. Each compartment holds an egg. Machinery does the packaging. A 
machine breaks open eggs and drops them into the compartments. Then the whole 
package ls sealed by machine with strong film. No hands touch the eggs. Recently 
the plastic-packaged eggs were tested for consumer reaction in.Ithaca, New York, 
and in Maine. Despite a five-cent premium over other types of cartons, the plastic 
egg container accounted for about 50 percent of the sales. Why the popularity of 
the naked egg? Its advantages enthuse the housewife, for the naked eggs occupy 
only half the refrigerator space of conventional cardboard cartons, and egg break· 
age is reduced to zero, since the eggs have already been broken. No fuss over 
disposal of .egg shells either! And when eggs need to be separated for cakes and 
icings, the whites can be easily drained o:IT merely by cutting a small hole in the 
top of the compartment. The plastic container streamlines th~ housewife's work;· 
she can boil or poach eggs right in the sealed containers. After cooking, the top 
film is removed and the eggs eaten. No more peeling of hard-boiled eggs! If de­
sired, eggs may be eaten right from the container. No dishes. no dish washing! 
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CAN you imagine Jesus or any of his dis­
ciples associating themselves with pa­

gan religious practices that were loathsome 
and detestable to God? Yet many profess­
ing Christians today do that very thing 
when they celebrate Christmas. By cele­
brating they become a party to a God­
dishonoring festival, whether they believe 
it or not. God, however, is not one to be 
mocked. His answer to Christendom, with 
her "Christianized" pagan festival; is the 
same as that given to ancient Israel when 
that nation had fallen victim to pagan 
idolatry: "Your appointed feasts my soul 
hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am·· 
weary to bear them."-lsaiah 1:14; Deu­
teronomy 7:25, 26. 

While the Israelites celebrated pagan 
feasts in the name of Jehovah their God 
no doubt many sincerely believed that they _ 
were pleasing him by so doipg, yet God 
abhorred their festivals. He had no pleas­
ure-ill.- them. Israel's tie with paganism 
brought the nation to a disgraceful end. 
Christendom ought to take heed, because 
she faces the same end for the same reason. 

But what is so loathsome about Christ­
mas? you ask. Is it not a holiday in honor 
of the birth of Jesus? That is what many 

_sincerely believe, but it is not. Jesus was 
not born in December, not on the twenty­
fifth of that month;nor A.D. 1. All Scrip­

-turaI and circumstantial evidence points to 
about October 1, B.C. 2, as being the time 
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of his birth. The exact day and hour no 
man knows. 

The loathsome thing about celebrating 
Jesus' birthday on December 25 is that 
that day is the birthday of Nimrod, one 
of history's most wicked men. Nimrod was 
deified by the pagans as a god and wor­
shiped as the savior of the world. He was 
the counterfeit Christ, a symbol of. the 
Devil hims.elf. Now to celebrate the birth­
day of the King of kings on this debased 
pagan's birthday-a day associated for 
centuries before Christ witl,1 all kinds of 
iicentiousness and pagan orgies-is about 
as low an insult as man can give to his 
true Savior. No wonder this feast, once the 
Satumalia, now Christmas, is detestable 
in the eyes of God! 

Furthermore, celebrating birthdays is 
not a Christian but a pagan practice. As 
one of the "early church fathers," Origen 
of Alexandria (A.D. 185-254}, observed: 
"In the Scriptures sinners alone, not saints, 
,celebrate their birthday." First-century 
Christians loathed these pagan customs, at 
one of which their beloved John the Bap­
tist was beheaded. So with good reason 
the Catholic Encyclopedia makes the ad-

- mission: "Christmas was not among the 
earliest festivals of the Church. Irenaeus 
and Tertullian omit it from their list of 
feasts." Christmas had absolutely no place 
in Christian worship. 

The Lies in Christmas Legend 
Let the inquiring mind note that many 

of the legends, pagan myths and supersti­
tions that form a big part of the Christmas 
celebration are not only of the lowest cali­
ber and an affront to decency and intelli­
gence, but are barefaced lies against Bible 
truth. For example, there is a quaint bit 
of folklore about the Christmas bell. At 
Dewsbury an hour before midnight on 
Christmas Eve the bells toll as if for a 
funeral. Immediately after midnight the 
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bells strike up a merry peal. The firSt toll­
ing is for the Devil; the merry peal for the 
birth of Christ. This ~tom is kept up 
because the people bell~ve that ''the devil 
died when Christ was born.'' 

However, the celebration that quickly 
follows the merry peal has caused many 
to wonder if the Devil did not have a 
speedy resurrection. The people swarmed 
through the streets of Madrid dancing, 
shouting and boisterously acting up, and 
after religious mass the revelry was car­
ried on inside the church. A similar custom 
existed in Sicily. One writer comments on 
the behavior as ''downright pagan license 
intruding; and it is said to have been rriuch 
the same in the Rhineland, until Midnight 
Mass was abolished.'' 

Of course, the legend about the Devil's 
dying when Christ was born is not only 
pure nonsense but a lie. Matthew tells us 
of Jesus' personal encounter with the Devil 
after Jesus was thirty years old. Years 
later Peter warned Christians that 'the 
Devil walks about like a roaring lion, seek­
ing to devour someone.' John testified that 
today's woes on earth are ''because the 
Devil has come down to you, having great 
anger, knowing he has a short period of 
time.'' While on the surface legends might 
appear innocent enough, yet their effects 
can be devastatingly hannful, leading the 
unwary into the snares of Satan and de­
struction.-! Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:12, 
New World Trans.; Matthew 4:4-11. 

Here are a few legends and supersti­
tions that highlight the big lie, the survival · 
of the human soul after death. In old Eng­
land, for example, people believed that 
holly protected them from witches. On 
Christmas Eve young maidens \vould care­
fully decorate their beds with berried holly 
to scare away mischievous goblins that 
might otherwise molest them during the 
night. The superstitious Germans would 
hang holly about the church as a charm 
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against ligh1lling, and the men of Cornwall 
wore a sprig of holly as a good-luck pit't'.f!. 
With the type of holly that was first 
brought into the house children would 
Predict whether mama or papa would be 
boss for the coming year. If prickly leaves 
came first, that was a sure sign mother 

• • 
would rule; if smooth leaves, father would 
reign as king. 

As for the mistletoe, it not only was sup­
posed to cure diseases on the s~t, but was 
considered an antidote to every kind of 
poison. The farmer believed mistletoe in 

, the barn made cattle more prolific and 
when spread on a field it guaranteed a good 
crop. It was a shield against witchcraft, 
and with it ghosts could be seen and made 
to talk. The Scandinavians deemed the 
Plant so sacred that if enemies met under 
a branch of mistletoe they would lay down 
their anns and be friends. Even the evil 
spirits behaved decently if, perchance, they 
passed beneath the potent leaves. The mis­
tletoe lost most ·of its virtues, however, if 
its stalks were not cut with a golden knife. 

Ghosts, Goblins and Gibberish 
More bits of superstitious folly come 

from other lands of Europe, France and 
Greece. In the northern part of Europe 
farmers would spread a meal and vacate 
their own beds so that the spirits wOuld 
have food and a place to sleep when they 
returned during Christmas Eve. Satan was 
Particularly busy in France tempting wor­
shipers as they went to church. The Gre· 
cians told of hideous monsters from the 
underworld, half human, half beast, that 
went about by night doing all kinds of wan­
ton mischief. A house was not considered 
safe until sprinkled with holy water by 
the village priest. 

Several superstitions in England and 
elsewhere were connected with food. A 
loaf of bread was left lying on the table 
after the Christmas Eve supper so that 
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there -1.x be plenty of bl'ead to eat dur­
ing the 00111lng year. It was Sllld if one ate 
apples at midnight Christmas Eve he would 
enjoy good health fOr the next twelve 
months. In parts of Catholic Germany 
bread baked on Christmas Eve and mois­
teiled with Christmas dew was believed 
never to mold, and it was considered a sure 
cure for snake bites. At Yorkshire a saying 
was that ''in as many houses as you eat a 
mince pie in the twelve days of Christmas, 
so many happy months you will have in 
the year.'' 

Legend has it that animals had the pow­
er of speech on Christmas Eve. People of 
some countries believe that the cattle fall 
on their knees in honor of the babe Jesus. 
The Danes maintain that the cattle stand. 
The Scotsmen say that bees have been 
heard singing carols on Christmas Eye. 
f)thers hold that the trees and shrubs along 
the Jordan bow in reverence to the birth 
of Jesus. At the stroke of twelve the cocks 
crow, 'Christ is born'; the bull in the barn 
.inquires, 'Where?' and the sheep answer, 
iJ:rJ: Bethlehem of Judea.' 

Powers of Divination 
Other superstitions have to do with 

divination Young Romanian girls, anxious 
to know if they would soon marry, entered 
the barn on New Year's Eve and kicked 
the first ox they saw lying down. If the ox 
got up with the first boot, that meant that 
the girl would marry in the coming year. 
To find out what kind of husband he would 
be, she would knock loudly at the door of 
the pig pen. If a great hog first grunted in 
reply, her future husband would be old and 
ugly; if it were a little pig, that gave prom­
ise of a young, strong and handsome man. 

Great importance was attached to the 
day of the week on which Christmas fell. 
From this weather was foretold, as well as 
the fruitfulness or unfruitfulness of the 
coming season, the fortunes of those born 
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on Christmas Day, the recovery or death 
of those who on that day fell sick, etc. 

In France and the Netherlands the peo­
ple saved the remains of the Yule log as a 
charm against lightning and against chil­
blains during that winter. Some parents 
warned their children not to sit on the log 
lest they ciitch the itch. The ashes of the 
Christmas log, when tossed into the air 
and carried by the wind dver the soil, were 
a sign of a prosperous year; to spread the 
ashes over the cattle protected them from 
diseases, to put them in the mouth stopped 
toothache and when swept under the bed 
they protected the house from fire and bad 
luck. To throw away the ashes on Christ­
mas day was almost an unforgivable sin. 
It was the same as ''throwing ashes in the 
Saviour's face''! 

Candles, too, had their special signifi­
cance. In west Jutland two large ones were 
lit; one represented the husband and the 
other the wife. Whichever one would bum 
the longest would show which1 one would 
outlive the other. The people of other coun­
tries took the remainder of Christmas 
candles and smeared them on the plow, or 
used the remains to make the sign of the 
cross on the cattle, or gave them to the 
poultry, or used them in other ways as a 
charm against bad luck. 

Conclusion 
No informed person will deny that there 

is very little but pure paganism in all this. 
Yet these paganisms are inseparably asso­
ciated with a holiday that embraces the 
name of the God of truth, Jehovah, and his 
Son Jesus Christ. Now ask yourself, What 
has an all-wise and truthful God to do with 
a celebration that is steeped through and 
through with demonism, falsehoods and 
nonsense? 

What, then, can we expect of Christians 
who are under command to imitate the 
Son of God? Their God Jehovah is ''a God 
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of truth." Their Leader Christ Jesus advo­
cated truth In all things. His followers, 
that is, Christians, are told to "speak truth 
each one of you with his neighbor," to 
"tum down the false stories which violate 
what is holy." How, then, could they possi­
bly ally themselves with a pagan holiday 
such as Christmas, seeing that it is con­
trary to ·everything Christian? It is im­
Possible for them to do so without corrupt­
ing themselves. The core of Christmas is 
heathen pagan, regardless of . the attrac­
tive attire in which it masquerades.-Deu­
teronomy 32:4; Ephesians 4:25; 1 Timothy 
4:7; 1:4, New World Trans. 

Jehovah's command to Israel was: 
"Learn not the way of the heathen," "for 
the customs of the people are vain." And 
this is gbod advice even for professing 

Christiana today. The Christian apostle. 
Paul shows there can be no fellowship with 
festivals, that are unchristian in their 
origin, saying: "What fellowship does light 
have with darkness? Fµrther, what har­
mony is there between Christ and Belial? 
Or what pcrtion does a faithfu1 person 
have with an unbeliever? And what agree-. 
ment does God's temple have with idols? 
... 'Therefore get out from among them, 
and separate yourselves,' says 'Jehovah, 
'and quit touching the unclean thing,' 'and 
I will take you in.' " This means that if 
we desire God's approval we must let pagan 
customs alone. Ponder well these sayings 
the next time you wonder about the advis­
ability of celebrating Christmas.-Jere­
miah 10:2, 3; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, New 
World Trans. 

Ancient Words Achieve Modern Fame 
"i;' New York city boasts of the most famous post-office building in the world, 
largely because o.t a gJant-sized inscription across its broad Eighth Avenue facade, 
which says: "Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom o.t night stays these 
couriers .trom the swi:l't completion o.t their appointed rounds." Fitting words! 
But, oddly enough, they were not wrltten by a modern. About 430 B.C. the Greek 
historian Herodotus penned them in praise o.t the mounted couriers employed 
by King Xerxes of Persia. 

00 YOU KNOW? 

e Why the men who know fear atomic war 
might mean the end of all life on earth? 
P. 3, 115. 

e What the real cause of earth's suddenly in~ 
creasing troubles is? P. 4, lfS. 

• How religious leaders admit their failure 
today? P. 5, 1f4. 

• How today's popular religion is like that of 
ancient Rome! P. 6, 1[4. 

e What it is like to be caught by a howling 
murder-crazed mob? P. 10, 112. 

• In what horrible way Hong Kong rioters 
killed a Western woman1 P. 12, flt. 
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e What unllsual electioneeri11g was prncticed 
in Trinidad? P. 14, 112. 

• What the "Manchester Guardian" said 
about Jehovah's witnesses' resolution to 
Bulganinr P. iu, 111. 

• What the "pogroms·• were? P. 18, 1f2. 

• How many Jews the Nazis killed between 
1933 and 19451 P. 19, 1f4. 

• What facts about safety make diesel fuel 
preferable to gasoline? P. 21, 1f4. 

• What is so loathsome about celebrating 
Christ's birthday on December 251 P. 24, 1f4. 

• HOw Christmas legends have turned out to 
be barefaced liesl P. 24, 1f6. 



Eisenhower's Landslide 
• President Dwight David 
Eisenhower was re·elected 
president of the U.S. in a most 
spectacular manner. He had 
rolled up the greatest popular 
vote 1n U.S. hJstory and the 
second.greatest plurality-weU 
over 9,000,000. He won 457 of 
the 531 eledoral votes, 41 of 
the 48 states. President Eisen· 
bower balled his landslide re· 
election victory as proof that 
his "modern Republicanism 
has now proved itself and 
America has approved of mod· 
ern Republicanism." Despite 
the Eisenhower appeal, how· 
ever, the Dem~rats retained 
control of both houses of Con· 
gress. Not since 1848, when 
General Zachary Taylor was 
elected U.S. president on the 
Whig ticket, has the like hap· 
pened. Then, as now, the Dem· 
ocrab controlled both the Sen· 
ate and the House. In the 108 
years there had never been a 
president elected who did not 
win at least one house. The 
losing Democratic candidate 
Adlai E. Stevenson, in his tele· 
gram of congratulations to the 
president, appealed to his fol· 
lowers to carry forward the 
crusade :tor what he called a 
"New America." Stevenson 
then· stated that the love of 
freedom, justice and peace that 
unites the Democratic and Re· 
publican parties is deeper than 
the political differences that 
divide them. He wished the 
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president "all success in the 
years that lie ahead." In a vie· 
tory statement President Eisen· 
bower pledged to work with 
"whatever talents the good 
God has given me for 168,ooo,. 
000 Americans here at home, 
and for peace in the world." 

War Jn Egypt 
~ Eight years of Egyptian· 
Israeli differences finally erupt· 
ed into war. October 29 saw 
Israeli armed units swarming 
over the Egyptian Sinai Des· 
ert. The Israelis were out to 
liquidate the Arab f edayeen, 
or commando bases, in the 
Sinai Peninsula and thus end 
the border warfare between 
Israel and Egypt. Their other 
objectives were: crush Pres!· 
dent Nasser of Egypt as an in· 
fluence in the Arab world, un­
lock the Suez Canal and the 
Red Sea straits to Israeli ships. 
One day later (10/30l France 
and Britain delivered an ulti­
matum to Egypt and Israel to 
stop fighting Within 12 hours 
or else they would be forced 
to occupy the Canal Zone to 
protect their interests. Egypt 
rejected the ultimatum. Britain 
and France ordered· their 

· troops to occupy the Canal 
Zone. While Allied paratroop. 
era and commando units were 
landing on EgYPtlan soil an Is­
raeli army official announced: 
"All operations in the Sinai 
Peninsula have stopped. The 
job is complete." Israel, Brit· 

ain and France, however, had 
now to reckon with the United 
Nations. 

U.N. Votes Oease-Flre 
• An emergency session of 
the General Assembly of the 
United Nations was called No· 
vember 2, 1956. A U.S. pro· 
posaI, calling for a cease.fire 
in the Egyptian fighting, was 
approved by a vote of 64 to 5. 
The resolution called :tor the 
immediate withdrawal of Is· 
raeli forces behind the armis­
tice 11ne. Ill another Assembly 
resolution {vote 65 to ::n the 
U.N. ca II e d upon Britain, 
France and Israel to with.draw 
their troops from Egypt at 
on_ce. This was followed by a 
seven-power resolution (vote 
64 to 0) to rm:ih completion of 
a proposed U.N. command 
force to supervise the cease· 
fire in Egypt. Britain, France 
and Israel agreed to move 
their armies out of EgyPt as 
soon as the U.N. police :torce 
arrived. Meanwhile, Russia's 
Premier Bulganin, in a mes­
sage to President Eisenhower, 
proposed that the Soviet Union 
and the U.S. unite mllitalily to 
halt the aggressors. The reply 
from President Eisenhower 
was that Bulganin's proposal 
was unthinkable, that the U.S. 
would oppose any effort by·the 
Soviet Union to intervene by 
force in the Middle East. Mos· 
cow, in turn, threatened to 
send in a 50,000 "volunteer" 
army into Egypt if Britain, 
France and Israel failed to 
move out. The situation in the 
Middle East wa:s grave indeed. 

U.N. Police Force * Early on the morning of 
November 5, 1956, the U.N. 
voted to form an International 
United Nations Com rn and 
Force, with the duty of super· 
vising the cessation of fighting 
in the Middle East. The vote 
was 57-0, wlth eighteen absten­
tions. Maj. Gen. E. L. M. Burns 
of Canada was named chief of 
staff of the new unit. Dag 
Hammarskjold, secretary gen· 
eral of the U.N., said none of 
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the personnel of the lnterna­
tlonaJ force would be drawn 
from any o! the five nations 
that hold permanent member· 
ship on the U.N. Security Coun· 
cil, namely, Great Britain, 
France, United States, the So­
viet Union and Nationalist 
China. The advance units of 
the U.N. police force were 
made up of Danes, Norwe­
gians, Colorribians and Canadi· 
ans. The complete force will 
be made up of many nations. 
Egypt had agreed to the entry 
of the U~. force for the pur· 
pose of Policing the Suez and 
Sinai battle areas. Britain, 
France and Israel said they 
would Withdraw their troops 
as soon e.s the U.N. army as· 
sumed command. 

Return to Stallnlsm ! 
,. Nearly two months ago 
Budapest, Hungary, was alive, 
a city of laughter and beauty. 
Then it became a monument of 
horror. Its buildings were 
bombed, burned and blackened 
with the scars of war; its 
streets torn up and littered 
with the rubble -ot buildings, 
upset streetcars and smolder­
ing tanks; its squares marred 
with the bullet-ridden bodies 
of thousands of its people. The 
events that led up to this catas­
trophe ~egan in October. Hun­
garian youths staged a nation· 
alist demonstration. Jittery 
Soviet troops opened fire. The 
massacre turned Jnto a revolt. 
The Hungarian people, sick· 
cncd with ten years of Soviet 
rule, rose up to fight the Rug. 
sian police, then communism 
itself. Premier Nagy tried to 
check the revolt by offering 
concessions. He promised the 
withdrawal ot Soviet troops 
and free elections. The rebels 
held their fire. The Soviet 
army, reinforced with 200,000 
soldiers and 5,000 tanks, coun· 
terattacked. Premier Nagy 
proclaimed Hungary neutral 
and appealed to the U~. for 
help. The U.N. voted -to send 
investigators to Hungary and 
called on Russia to withdraw 
its force without delay. The 
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newly Soviet-installed puppet 
government, headed by Janos 
Kadar, rejected the request to 
admit lJ.N. observers. Many 
Hungarians fled to Austria, 
seel{ing asylum. Britain, the 
U.S. ana many other nations 
offered asylum to these. Ob· 
servers wGndered if Russia 
had reverted to Stalinism. Hun· 
garians thought they knew. 

Nobel Pbyslcs. Award 
• The 1956 Nobel Prize in 
Physics was awarded to three 
Americans who had worked as 
a team ih developing the tran­
sistor (transfer-resistor), a 
tiny and highly efficient sub­
stitute for the vacuum tube in 
electronics. The transistor pro­
vides a compromise between 
conductivity and resistance so 
as to regulate the flow of cur­
rent. Even though still an in­
fant In its stage of develop· 
ment,,the transistor has, never­
theless, proved invaluable in 
doing the work of the vacuum 
tube in nearly all phases of 
telephonies. The winners, Dr. 
William Shockley, Dr. Walter 
H. Brattain and Dr. John Bar­
deen, Will share the award 
made under the terms of the 
will of Alfred Nobel, the Swed­
ish inventor of dynamite. The 
prize comes to $38,633. 

Mau Mau Fight Ended 
• T-he four-year-old war 
against the Mau Mau in Kenya 
ended November 13. On No­
Vember 17 the British Army 
turned over the responsibility 
to the police. In May, 1955, 
there Were fifty-one major 
Mau Mau gang leaders at 
large. Today only two of them 
are free. The number of terror­
ists has been reduced from 
8,000 to a few hundred, al· 
though there are still more 
than 30,000 Africans detained 
and 10,000 Imprisoned. These 
are being restored to peaceful 
tasks, Sir Evelyn Baring, gov­
ernor of Kenya, said: "Dur 
troubles with active Mau Mau 
will be at an end only when 
we have shown that we can 
keep the peace not only in con-

ditions as they now are, but 
in the .future when all but the 
worst of the detainees and 
Mau Mau convicts now tn -cus­
tody ~ ve been released." 

No Lhfiwr BatlonfnJ' 
• What happens when a na· 
tion abolishes llquor ration: 
ing? A year ago Sweden tried 
it. According to U.S. News & 
World Report this is the re­
sult: "brunkenness has gone 
up 125 per cent nationally, 
more th.an 200 per cent in big 

•cities. 'rhere are 10 times as 
many cases of delirium tre­
mens. Swedes consume more 
hard liquor apleee than do resi· 
dents of any other nation, out· 
doing Americans, 2 to 1. Ab­
senteeism among workers is 
rising. Alcoholism amongwom· 
en is Up 80 per cent. Under 
rationing, Swedes drank an 
average of a little more than 
five quarts of spirits a year, 
per person. Foes of that sys­
tem argued that everyone felt 
compelled to use up hls ration; 
that, With no allotments, con· 
sumption would tall. However, 
now that rationing has ended, 
the per capita consumption has 
gone up by more than two 
quarts per year, Officials figure 
It will be at least 10 years be. 
fore the trend is reversed. 
Their biggest concern: the up. 
ward Swing in the number of 
women alcohollcs." 

Paraguayan Unrest 
• The landlocked country of 
Paraguay is perhaps the most 
remote and little known in 
Latin America. For years its 
only real contact with the out­
side world was through Argen· 
Una'.. When General Per6n ot 
Argentina was in power he en· 
couraged a Peronista-like re­
gime in Paraguay. But when 
Per6n fell from power in Sep. 
tember, 1955, the Paraguayan 
government also teetered. How· 
ever, Ge1'1-eral Alfredo Stroess­
ner, ruler of Paraguay, by 
maintaining complete control 
of the army and the police, 
has managed to remain in pow­
er. During the past year, how-
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ever, continual unrest has 
rocked the Stroessner regime. 
Recently the government un. 
covered a plot to assassinate 
leaden of the ruUng Colorado 
party. The Na.tionallst forces 
also made a bid to overthrow 
the Stroeasrier regime but 
failed. Though in a.n uncom. 
fortable position, Stroessner 
has been able to maintain oon· 
trol and stay In power. 

South Pole's "eatber Station .· + Delivering an automatic 
weather station to the South. 
Pole is an operation not with­
out big problems. But in the 
latter part of October Ameri· 
can airmen solved the problem 
by glvlng the South Pole Its 
first airdrop. The weather sta-

. 
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tion, some six feet long, was . 
dropped by parachute to an· 
icy plateau. The "grasshop- · 
per," as the station is nick· 
named, is rigged with a deVice 
that keeps Jt standing upright. 
For the benefit of fliers taking 
part in operation Deep Freeze 
in Antarctica, the. automatic 
device will transmit weather 
data every six hours. It is the 
first and only one of its kind 
at the bottom of the world, 

Coal Mine Dlsa8ter 
+ The second shift went down 
the coal mine slope on Novem· 
ber 1. at Springhill, Nova 
Scotia, to start work on a new 
shaft. About an hour later an 
exploi;ion fl.lied the pit with 

Dames, gas and rubble. One 
hundred and eighteen men 
were trapped 4,000 feet below. 
Deadly gas fumes hampered 
rescue operations. The only es· 
cape route, a shalt, had been 
sealed to control a fire burning 
3,200 feet down. A second ex· 
plosion threatened. Hundreds 
of relatives stood silently 
around through cold, drizzling 
days and nights awaiting word. 
Forty.two hours later three of 
the entrapped men crune out of 
the mine pit by themselves. 
Encouraged :rescue workers 
went down for the others. In· 
credibly, 88 came out alive; 
thirty.nine had died .. The sur· 
viVOl'S went home with their 
wives, while the crowd quietly 
dispersed. 

TAKE COVER! 

When the air-raid alarm sounds, the bomb-proof shelter is a 
welcome refuge. But far more serious than an enemy attack 
with nuclear explosives is the rapidly approaching war of 
Armageddon. Do you know where th£ only safety lies? As a 
welcome signal pointing to refuge, the book You May Survive 
Armageddon into God's New World has already helped thou­
sands. Obtain your copy at once with a free booklet. 

SEND ONLY 50c 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N. Y. 
Please semi me the lnstru.ctlve boClk YOtJ Malf Buroive Armageddon i11to God'" New World 

with my free booklet. Enclosed Is 50c. 

Street and Number 
Name ................................................................................................... . or Route and Box ................................................................ . 

Cl.ty ···························~·••<-··············· Zone No ....... State .................................................................. . 
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YE1\RBOOK 
of J eho\Jah' s Witnesses 

containing the ooporl 

foe the ·sewice yeav of 1956 

Also daily texts and comm.ents 

Whatever your interest in Jeho­
vah's witnesses may be you will 
find a consideration of the an­
nual report above well worth 
your while. You can follow the 
record of preaching activity 
through 160 countries, territo­
ries and islands of the sea. 

.This enlightening and absorbing 
volume reveals the inside work­
ings of this rapidly expanding 
organization of genuine Chris­
tians world-wide. Be informed of 
the work and experiences and 
keep abreast by obtaining a copy 
of this Yearbook for ·only 50c. 

Available also is the 1957 calendar in full color. Highlighting the theme 
of expansion of preaching activity, it emphasizes the .world-wide re­
sponse to the call to "tell the good news of salvation." Send 25c for 
your copy (or $1 for 5). 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1', N. Y. 
I am enclosing ......................... Please send me ............ copies of the 1957 Yearbook of Jehovah/fl Witn.ef/IH!a (51k) and 

............ copies ot the 19157 calendar (25c; $1 tor 5}. 

Street and Number 
Name .................................................................................................... or Route and Box ................................................................... , ..... . 

City .......................................................................... ,............................. Zone No ......... State' ....................................... M ... , .......................... . 

In: AUSTRALIA address 11 Bere~ford Rd., Strathfleld, N.S.W. ENGl..AND: 34 Craven TeITaee, i.onaon· w. i. 
CANADA: 156 Brldgeland Ave., Toronto rn. SOUTH AFRICA: Private Ball", Etani!stontelu.. Tra.nwaa1. 
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