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Volum" XX.XVII 

SCIENTISTS BALK 
filT IS claimed that "absolute honesiy of 
l!J mind and love of truth" are the basis 
of true science. However, not all who claim 
to be scientists are as objective as that 
claim would have us be1leve. Sometlmes 
bias or preconceived ideas prevent scien­
tists from exercising a love for the truth. 
It makes them balk at facing the facts. A 
case in point is the attitude many scien­
tists take regarding the evidence presented 
by ESP. 

What is ESP, you ask? ESP stands fi::ir 
"extrasensory perception" and refers to 
mental telepathy and all other forms of 
transferring thoughts from one person to 
another without the use of a Qhysica.l me­
dium, apart from the senses. Included in 
ESP is also the seeming influence of mind 
over matter, as when one D.D. Home of the 
last century played musical instruments 
without touching therrt. A new branch of 
psychology has come into being that con­
cerns itself with ESP and that is termed 
parapsychology. 

Many scientists balk at the evidence pre­
sented by ESP because it does not fit into 
their understanding of the laws of nature. 
A.s Dr-. A.1:an Pa:t\~es tit fue 'Nat'iuna\ ln­
stitute for Medical Research said: "We are 
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faced either with a 
major biological 
discovery or else 
with the unpalata­
ble conclusion that 
highly impressive 
results can arise as 
artifacts of the use 
of established 

methods. In either case there is here a 
iibaUenge whether it be to physiology, sta­

tistics or psychology." 
Some, such as Dr. Robert A. McConnell 

of the University of Pittsburgh, are willing 
even to go to the extreme of discarding the 
"calculus of probabilities," or the law of 
averages, in their determination to dis­
credit the evidence of ESP. Others, such as 
Prof. George R. Price of the University of 
Minnesota, are willing to impugn the mo­
tives of all those having to do with ESP, 
charging fraud and trickery, or, at best, 
m.\t~\'>tJ..~, 'Ml,, ~ ~"<> -m.'\ '\~ \'LHW:- +a, 

accept ESP's testimony. 
As reportea. by science writer Waldemar 

Kaempfert in the New York Times, 
July 22, 1956: "Because ESP cannot be ex­
plained by a mechanism and because ex­
periments so far favor action at a dis­
tance," thought transference seeming to 
work just as well many miles apart as in 
the same room, "which is abhorrent to 
scientists, they, especially the physicists, 
""re)et:\, \'ri.'Cffi.. ~'ne a\'6.\u\\t! tii. \'ne sC1eitt'rs't 
toward ESP is the same as his tlttitude 
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toward the stage magician. The scientist 
knows that the .magician is playing a trick 
when he pretends to pull rabbits out of a 
hat or to extract yards and yards of paper 
from his mouth. The scientist cannot see 
how the tricks are done, but he is con­
vinced of their fraudulent character." 

In this analogy, however, the scientist 
is inconsistent on- two counts. First of all, 
the magician does not insist that he is do­
ing somethW-g out of the ordinary, but 
merely does it for the sake of entertain­
ment. And, secondly, a little investigation 
wlll reveal the tricks of the stage magician 
to be merely optical illusions. But scientists 
working with ESP are in dead earnest and 
no one has been able to make the charge 
oNrickery or deceit stick. 

Yes, "scientists enough have witnessed 
ESP experiments and seen to it that there 
was no trickery and no self-deception." 
Yet "in most cases they have retµsed to ac­
cept the findings." Even though "the pro­
ceedings of both the British and American 
Societies of P.sychical Research are re­
plete with authentic instances of telepathy 
and clairvoyance" they balk at accepting 
ESP as a fact 

A'rguing for the evidence submitted in 
behalf of ESP, Kaempfert continues: ''The 
trouble lies in our inadequate knowledge 
of the mind's powers. The evidence that 
P1'9f essor Rhine and others before him 
have accumulated is so formidable that it 
cannot be rejected because it does not fit 
into physical science. The truth is that 
psychology and parapsychology have an 
immense task to perform." And further, 
"There is no question that there are gen-

ulne phenomena which are embraced in 
the designation ESP. What we need is 
a thorough ~xploration of the mind's 
capabilities.10 

Why shou1d sci~ntist;s balk at the facts 
presented by ESP? Do they know every­
thing? If not, would it not be wiser for 
them to seek the explanation rather than 
balk at the formidable evidence and accuse 
those who present it of trickery? But 
pride closes their eyes and makes . them 
blind guides and the common people fool­
ishly accept the testimony of mch men in 
preference to that of the Bible. 

Not that ESP does not have an inherent 
weakness. Scientists insist on a formula 
or explanation and ability to repeat results 
before accepting claims made, and this, of 
course, ESP cannot do. But let it be noted, 
though, that ESP does not have the expla­
nation the Bible has, which, however, is not 
accepted by parapsychologists in general, 
although it is by many a.ssociated with 
psychical research. And what is the ex­
planation? The _presence of unseen crea­
tures, spirits. The Bible shows that there 
are good spirits and bad spirits. It is the 
bad spirits that communicate wHh man­
kind and deceive men by the phenomena 
associated with ESP. These wicked spirits 
could certainly account for the evidence 
seeming to indicate the influence of mind 
over matter. The lac~ of uniformity in the 
results of ESP experiments would further 
argue that, rather than a power of the 
mind, capricious, wicked spirits are in­
volved. Those accepting the Bible's expla­
nation have no occasion for balking at the 
facts. 

,g11uetkt4ut 11 f!l11n11411 .!Jnv11ntlon 

This, no doubt, will surprise many Germans. Sauerkraut is a Chinese inven· 
tion. According to the National Kraut Packers Association kraut originated in 
China about 300 years before Christ, while the Great Wall was being built. Bands 
of Tartars took loads of it to Europe, where it became a popular German dish. 

4 AWAKE! 



,,,-,.~OARE CHRISTI 
•• r•;;IS·

2 :::.vOOllilQ,°(j~ -

WHO are Christian saints? 
That question was recently 

thrust to the fore by the publication of a 
review in Time magazine, August S, 1956, 
of "four lively and curious volumes of 
Butler's Lives of the Saints" in "a brand­
new bicentennial edition." These volumes 
name 2,565 "saints." This listing, however, 
is ~i~!' v*m\\"j a-u.'\hm:\.taU.v~ w;n: 'ilr.\\­
inclusive, no such list having been pub­
lished. 

No doubt what make these volumes curi­
ous are the facts regarding some of these 
"saints." For example, there was Benedict 
Labre, "a dirty saint who spent most of 
his life tramping from shrine to shrine 
throughout 18th century Europe, sleeping 
in sheds or fields, eating meagerly of hand­
outs or garbage, talking to virtually no one 
and smelling to high heaven." It must also 
seem carious to many that include!! in this 
list of 2,565 saints' biographies are what 
fime rnagazine terms "some of the best 
stories in Christian tradition though mod­
ern scholarship and/or common sense deny 
them corroboration." Among such stories 
is that of "the Seven Sleepers of Ephesus," 
who, "sealed up to suffocate in a cave by 
a persecuting emperor, were placed in 
miraculous hibernation by the Lord, to 
aru::Yge ii.(}£. ~n \ate't to \'n~-r uwn as\on­
ishment and the edification of all good 
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Christians." Though purely leg­
endary, these seven "saints" are 

commemorated annually on July 27. 
According to the Catholic Encyclope,dia 

(Vol. 2, pp. 364-369) only the pope can de­
cide who -:Ieserves being termed a saint. 
It fUrther tells that only after a Iong­
drawn-out process involving investiga­
tions, specia1 meetlngs, weighing of evi­
dence, etc., regarding purported miracles 
and a life of sanctity and heroic virtue is 
a person eligible for beatification. Those 
eligible fall into two groups, the "martyrs" 
and the "confessors," the latter being those 
who died peaceful deaths. Beatification, or 
being pronounced. "blessed," permits ven­
eration or commands it only locally. Fur­
ther steps, involving more evidence, must 
be taiten before a person .is canonized, by 
which the poQe commands veneration h¥ 
all Catholics world-wide. 

How elaborate the process is by which 
a person is canonized can be seen in some 
measure by the expense involved. Accord­
ing to an itemized list published in the 
Catholic Encyclope,d,ia (1913, latest edi­
tion) the cost of canonizing a person is at 
least $42,816.87. This is to be paid by the 
patron or patrons interested in having the 
particular person proclaimed a saint. His­
tory records that Henry VI, English king 
oi the fifteenth century, was not made a 
saint, as was the custom in those days, be-
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cause his successor, Henry VII, was un­
i:ihle or unwilling to pay the high cost. 

Who Are Christian Saints? 
What are the Scriptural qualifications 

of a saint? Does the Bible authorize the 
beatification and canonization of persons 
as saints? Does it command that these be 

· venerated, and encourage us to pray to 
them for help? 

God's Word nowhere teaches that asceti­
cism or self-torture makes one a saint. On 
the contrary, it plainly states that "a se­
vere treatment of the body" is of "no value 
In combating the satisfying of the flesh." 
We are also told to treat our bodies as 
slaves. One does not abuse or torture a 
slave but rather takes good care of him 
so that he can do the best and the most 
work possible. But at the same time a slave 
is kept in submission. A master does not 
do the will of his slave but the slave does 
the will of his master.-Colossians 2:23, 
New World Trans. ' 

Neither is there any Scriptural prece­
dent for canonizing persons as saints. 
Stephen and the apostle James were among 
the first Christian martyrs, and had it been 
God's will to canonize and venerate them 
certainly the Scriptures would have told 
of this being done in their case. Far from 
venerating creatures, Jesus plainly said: 
"None is good, except God only." If not 
even Jesus was to be caned good, how 
could any other person that ever lived be 
termed good because of his manner of life 
or death, so as to merit veneration?-Luke 
18:19, Msgr. Knox's translation. 

Likewise there is no Scriptural warrant 
for praying to saints to intercede for one. 
True, Christians are told to pray for each 
other, but nowhere do we read that certain 
holy ones are to be singled out as having 
greater influence with God because of their 
supposed sanctity, upon which fallacy is 
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based this matter of praying to saints for 
them to intercede on behalf of others. 

And how futile all this has been is stilJ 
more apparent when we recollect that the 
Scriptures show that all faithful Chris­
tians remained asleep in death until 
Christ's return, at which time "the dead 
will rise up, those who died in Christ." The 
apostle Paul expressed the hope of recefo­
ing his crown of life not at death but on1y 
in that day of the resurrection. Incidental­
ly, this also proves that none of these dead 
"saints" could be credited with miracles, as 
is claimed.-1 Thessalonians 4:15, Knox. 

In view of all these facts it is apparent 
that there can be no Scriptural basis for 
appointing "saints" as patrons of church 
buildings or of certain nations, nor for 
designating certain saints as patrons for 
protection against specific diseases or as 
patrons of trades and professions, of pawn­
brokers, of barbers, of firemen, etc. There 
is no valid reason, then, for the present 
pope's appointing, in just the past year, 
the apostle Matthew as the patron saint of 
bookkeepers. 

Turning to the .Bible we find that the 
Greek term so often translated saint means 
"sacred, holy, pure, blameless." It is also 
the root of the Greek words that are trans­
lated "sanctify" and "sanctification." So a 
saint is a sanctified or holy person, that is, 
wholly devoted to or set apart to God's 
service~ 

Jesus spoke of himself as "him whom the 
Father hath sanctified." (John 10:36, 
Douay) And God spoke of Jesus as his holy 
one. All the early footstep followers of 
Jesus Christ were also known as holy ones 
or saints. Thus Paul addressed his letters 
to the saints at Corinth, at Ephesus, at 
Philippi and at Colosse. (Knox; Douay) 

· So among the early Christians the term 
"saint" was not restricted and limited 
only to certain ones long after they had 
died and only after they had been canon-
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ized by a pope. Nor is there the slightest 
basis for terming Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, "the greatest of all saints." 

How One Bec-0mes a 'Holy One or Saint 
Why could these .early Christians all be 

termed holy ones or saihts? Because of 
what God and Christ did for them and be­
cause of what they themselves had done. 
Since it was not a pope but God himself 
who sanctified ·Jesus it to11ows that it is 
God who sanctifies or makes saints of 
Jesus' followers. And so we read of the 
apostle Paul's praying: "May the God of 
peace sanctify you wholly."-1 Thessa­
lonians 5:23, Knox. 

Not a vicar of Christ but Jesus Christ 
himself as God's high priest shares in sanc­
tifying his followers or making them holy 
ones or saints. How so? Because it is oh 
the basis of his sacrifice for sins that they 
are declared righteous and have a standing 
with God. So we read that these "have been 
sanctified by an offering made once for all, 
the body of Jesus Christ." Yes, it was by 
a single offering that Jesus "has completed 
his work, for all time, in tllOse whom he 
sanctifies."-Hebrews 10:10, 14, Knox. 

Additionally, we learn that it is God's 
holy spirit or his active force that sets 
apart or sanctifies Christ's followers, mak­
ing them holy. ones. Thus the apostle Paul 
wrote that by reason of God's undeserved 
kindness he came "to be a minister of 
Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly 
service of the gospel of God, so that the 
offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit."-Romans 
15: 16, Rev. Stan. Ver. 

Of course God, Jesus Christ and God's 
holy spirjt do not arbitrarily make a per­
son a holy one. The person involved must 
of his own free will set himself apart for 
God's service and to a life of holiness, even 
as God commanded 'the lsrae\ites: "You 
must be men set apart, as I am set apart, 
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I, the Lord your God." To set oneself apart. 
does not mean becoming a hermit or enter­
ing a monastery. There is no Scriptural 
precedent for that. What it does mean is to 
keep untainted from this world's _politics, 
greed and immorality.-Leviticus 19:2, 
Knox. 

Since the prospective holy one or saint 
would not know how to proceed without 
instructions from God's Word, we find that 
such instructions also play a vital role in 
sanctifying Christ's followers. That is why 
Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth." However, for the 
truth to sanctify these they must daily 
study it, strive to understand it, meditate 
upon it and bring their lives in harmony 
with its teachings. ThetruthofGod'sWord 
sanctifies because it is powerful; it sets 
men free from the bondage of fear, sin and 
false dogmas and rituals. It follows, then, 
that one who has not had ae.e.~s"" to (;o.d'<;; 

Word could not become a holy one or saint. 
-John 17:17. 

For the truth to have a sanctifying pow­
er, however, one must exercise faith in it. 
As Jesus told Saul (later the apostle Paul) 
on his way to Damascus to persecute Chris­
tians: "I am now sending thee, to open 
their eyes that they may turn from dark­
ness to light and from the dominion of 
Satan to God; that they may receive for­
giveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those sanctified by faith in me."-Acts 
26: 18, Gath. Con/rat. 

Why Made Holy Ones or Saints 
What are the purposes of Christians' 

being sanctified, being made holy ones or 
saints? One purpose is that they may be 
proper representatives Or ministers. for 
bringing the pure truth of God's Word to 
the people. They are to be like unspotted 
mirrors, reflecting God's righteous quali­
ties. S1nce God 1s ho1)' and pure his min­
isters must likewise be holy and pure. They 
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may not be hypocrites, seeming to be what 
they are not. As Paul told the holy ones in 
his day, "the life to which God has called 
us is not one of incontinence, it is a life 
of holiness."-1 Thessalonians 4:7, Knox. 

And the second purpose is the prepara­
tion of them for their heavenly reward. 
Their "aim must be peace with all men," 
and to have "that holiness without which 
no one will ever see God." That hope of 
seeing God wiU be realized by a very few, 
the ones concerning whom the apostle John 
wrote: "I looked, and saw where the Lamb 
stood on mount Sion, amidst a company of 
a hundred and forty-four thousand, with 
his name, and his Father's name, written 
on theirforeheads."-Hebrews 12:14; Rev­
elation 14:1, Knox. 

Thus we see that what makes a Chris­
tian a saint is not the torturing of oneself 
but rather the co-operating with God and 
Christ in setting oneself apart wholly for 
God's sacred service; and that it involves 
God's holy spirit, his Word, and faith, as 
well as a life of holiness. And it is God, 
not some pope, who sets one apart as a 
holy one or saint. He does it, not that one 
might be venerated and worshiped, but 

that one might now be a suitable minister 
of his, bringing his pure truth to the peo­
ple, and that one might prepare oneself for 
greater service in the heavens. 

But perhaps someone will ask at this 
time, What about others? Is salvation lim­
ited to just 144,000 followers of Christ? 
By no means. Other scriptures show that 
God holds out the hope of endless life on 
a paradise earth to countless other sheep­
like ones. His original purpose to have the 
earth filled with righteous creatures will 
someday be realized. Those enjoying these 
blessings will be the subjects and children 
of Christ and his heavenly bride of 144,000 
holy ones or saints. 

The fulfillment of Bible prophecy also 
indicates that we are living at the very 
threshold of God's new world, which will 
bring about an earthly paradise, and that 
those who will be the first to enjoy its 
blessings are now being gathered by the 
preaching of the good news of God's king­
dom. These also have dedicated themselves 
to do God's will, and today number in the 
hundreds of thousands. 

Are you among that happy number? 

Eiuilized men Along With laue men 
On a group of volcanic islands some fifty miles north of Sicily, Italian seientists 

have dug up beautifully constructed whitewashed huts, with household equipment. 
Well-shaped vessels, lovely vases, handy kitchen utensils, cups and small statues 
have been unearthed. The statues were carved from volcanic rock. These scientists 
believe their findings may go back nine thousand years. Says a report, "If these 
scientists are figuring correctly, a civilization flourished at a time many of us thought 
man was sulking around in the best cave he could find." Scientists are continually 
getting themselves all tangled up by clinging to the withered evolution theory 
of gradual development. The Bible doctrine of creation, on the other hand, is in 
keeping with scientific findings and fact. Man was of high order to begin with, 
perfect, in fact. Only after sin did degeneration, not evolution, set in. So in keep­
ing with this truth these new scientific discoveries make sense, after discounting 
the scientist's flair for high-age estimates. Otherwise they add up to confusion 
and dissolution peculiar to evolution. 
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''This is the only place where we 
do not intend to be Scripturally 
accurate." So said Mr. DeMille when 
filming the golden calf sequence of 
"The Ten Commandments." But is 
this the only place that the finished 

film goes ctstray? 

HOLLYWOOD'S 
VERSION OF 

''Cite Cert (Omn1an6ments'' 
M hJI do you lean so heavily on Bib­UJll lical material for your stories?" 
DeMille was once asked. He replied: "Be­
cause man's discovery of God is the most · 
wonderful story ever told, and whether 
he admits it to himself or not his need 
for God is ever present." Cecil B. deMille's 
high regard for the Bible is widely pub­
licized. 

What now brings this famous movie­
maker into the spotlight is his latest Bible 
film epic, "The Ten Commandments." 

It was ten years in the planning, three 
years in research, three years in the writ­
ing and more than three years in the mak­
ing. Three months of advance location 
shooting was done in Egypt and on the 
slopes of Mount Sinai itself. Twenty-five 
thousand extras appear in the picture, eight 
thousand in one scene. For scenes 
made in Egypt of the exodus 
these extras were not hired by 
the individual but by whole tribes, 
along with their animals and 
goods. A single scene, the parting 
of the Red Sea, cost one million 
dollars, took two years of plan­
ning, required a year of camera 

utes on the screen. The total cost of this 
three-hour-and-forty-minute motion pic­
ture is $13,500,000. 

It ls Impressive Entertainment ... 
The results of this tremendous outlay of 

time and money are impressive. Done in 
color and Vista Vision, the photography is 
excellent. The costumes and sets are color­
ful and authentic Egyptian customs and 
backgrounds add interest. The building 
operations on Pharaoh's treasure city are 
shown in sweeping panorama, with Israel­
ite slaves struggling like myriads of ants 
under their burdens. The first plague, 
where the waters of the Nile turn to blood, 
is striking in vivid color. The writing of the 
Ten Commandments on stone by Jehovah 
God is dramatically handled. The departure 
from Egypt is a spectacle. But the outstand­
ing scenes are those showing the dividing 
of the Red Sea, the Israelites crossing be­

tween the restless watery cliffs, 
the chariots of Pharaoh following 
into the great escape corridor and 
the futile underwater strugglings 
of the Egyptians when the trem­
bling walls of water collapse in 
upon them. 

work, yet will take only six min- Cecil B. deMille 

In general the acting is good, 
but not outstanding. Charlton 
Heston as Moses turns in the best 
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perfonrumce, with Yul Bryri'her doing ade­
quately as the cruel Pharaoh. It is difficult 
to cling to a feeling ot reality at times, per­
haps m)t so much because of the acting 
but because of the Hollywoodian glitter 
and brilliance in da.12ling color t and cer­
tainly any illusion of realism is shattered 
when the Pharaoh of Moses• youth mum­
bles against his counselor such narnes as 
"windbag." It is difficult to feel fully the 
depths of reJj.gious fervor that flowed like 
a powe:rful current through these rnighty 
happenings in Israel's history, but t;>roba­
bly the primary obstacle to this is the 
added :tnaterial with which Hollywood di­
luted the spirituaJity of the sweep of Scrip· 
tural events. For the average movie--goer 
this may not spoil a thoroughly enjoyable 
film, but it inevitably waters down its 
spiritual strength. 

· Bat Is It Scriptural? 
Publicity tells us that one of DeMille's 

primary purposes in making the film is to 
exalt the Bible and glorify God, but in ac­
tuality much of the spiritual impact is 
sacrificed to the contrived love affail"s that 
con1ttant1y intrude. The Bibie does not,.. de· 
tail the events of Moses' childhood or early 
manhood, and this period is filled in from 
such sources as Philo and Josephus. Holly­
wood supplies the romance. One is between 
Moses and Pharaoh's daughter; another 
between Joshua and the Israelite maid 
Lilia. This is fictitious, and DeMille, appar­
ently realizing this, says that after that 
period is past and the Bible account starts: 
"The Bible gives us everything else in our 
story. WP'JJ be on firm ground from now 
on!, 

So the person interested in Bible history 
feels that from now on, if not up to this 
point, the film will be Scripturally correct. 
Confidence grows as advance publicity 
says the guiding principle was: "All Scrip­
tural scenes must be completely Scriptural, 
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with the Bible as the final authority." 
DeMille says: 0 All these things are as I 
have found them, in the Holy Scriptures." 
"To transfer the Bible to the screen," says 
DeMille, "you cannot cheat. You have to 
believe." And when you believe, you will 
not add to or take away, for in the very 
scroll that Moses wrote under inspiration 
and from which this story is supposedly 
taken it says: "You must not add to it nor 
take away from it."1 J3efore final editing 
the film was shown to leaders of Protes­
tantism, Catholicism and Judaism. The fin­
ished film benefited from this advice from 
cardinals, bishops, l'abbis and doctors of 
divinity and it was highly praised by them. 
So Biblical accuracy should be assured for 
the general viewer. 

But is the film accurate? It says the 
Israelite babes were killed to cut off a 
promised deliverer; the Bible shows Phar­
aoh ordered this to curb the population 
increase of the Israelites.2 

Is it accurate when it says Moses did not 
know he was a Hebrew? The Bible indi· 
cates he knew it all along. Because he was 
a Hebrew Moses killed an Egyptian that 
was striking one of his Hebrew brothers, 
and Moses was not enslaved at the time.:1 

When this became known Pharaoh sought 
to kill Moses, and that is why Moses :fled to 
Midian.4 He did not suffer exile because 
Pharaoh's son learned he was Hebrew and 
wanted to remove him because both loved 
the same woman, as the film states. 

It is inaccurate to have God telling 
Moses at the burning bush that the law is 
soon to be written on, the hearts of men. 
This was not told until centuries later, and 
then to Jeremiah.G 

Is the film accurate when it repeatedly 
speaks of God's name as being unknown to 
the Israelites, even after God stressed it 
to Moses in Egypt and Moses used it over 
and over again before Pharaoh? DeMHie 
claims to have followed the King James 

AWAKE! 



Version, and at Exodus 6:3 it says: "I ap­
peared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and un­
to Jacob, by the name 'of God Almighty, but 
by my name JEHOVAH was I not known 
to them." But DeMille's Moses continued 
ignorantly to use the indefinite "Lord God" 
instead of the personal name "Jehovah." 

Is the film accurate in having on the 
throne of Egypt a Pharaoh who, at the 
time of Moses' return from Midian, hated 
him? The Bible shows that his former ene­
mies were now dead. 6 

And how faithfUl is it to the Bible 
chronology to show no aging by Joshua 
and Lilia, or by the son that exiled Moses 
and is now Pharaoh, or by the woman now 
his queen, who was Moses' love interest? 
Forty years was Moses in Midian, but those 
forty years were kind to John Derek, 
Debra Paget, Yul Brynner and Ann Baxter, 
the p.layers involved, not touching them at 
all. It allowed young romance to go Olli 
though forty years had intervened. Only 
Moses showed the wear of years, but even 
his aging was miraculous, coming all at 
once at the burning bush. 

Highly inaccurate was the tenth plague, 
the death of the first-born. In the film it 
was not God's idea, but Pharaoh's. Phar­
aoh decides to slaughter the first-born of 
every Heb~w family, and for this God 
stepped in and did it to the Egyptians first. 
To stave off the death of her son the queen 
rushes to Moses to plead, and, if you can 
imagine it, Moses asks God to call off the 
tenth plague! But God does not listen, the 
plague comes, Israel marches f()rth free. 

Why does Pharaoh later pursqe Israel? 
Not to recover his slave labor, as the Bible 
says, r but because his queen tells him 
Moses spurned her and all the de&ert tribes 
will laugh at him. 

It may be debatable whether Pharaoh 
was with his troops at the Red 8e!i. He may 
have remained at his palace. But in the 
film he drove at their head, and this may 
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very well be true. However, if he did lead 
his troops he did not survive the Red Set. 
catastrophe, as the film allows him to do. 
All the Egyptians there fighting Israel per­
ished in the sea: "Not so much as one 
among them was Jet remain. "8 

And is it Scripturally accurate for 
Dathan to be shown as the instigator of 
the golden·calf worship at Sinai, and as 
punishment to have the earth swallow him 
up? The responsible ones in that calf wor­
ship- were destroyed by sword and plague. 
Much later Dathan and other rebels were 
swallowed up by the earth, and for a dif­
ferent trespass.1

Q 

Now here is a very strange thing. 
DeMiJle confessed to one Scriptural inac­
curacy, but it was no inaccuracy! When 
filming the @Iden-calf sequence he com· 
~nted: "This is the only place where we 
do ltot intend to be Scripturally accurate. 
The Bible says the people danced naked. I 
want this picture to be the kind the whole 
family will be able to see." So he clothed 
the dancers. It is true the King James Ver~ 
sion says, at Exodus 32:251 that the people 
were naked, but more accurate modern 
versions, and Hebrew tra:ns\ations, show 
that the people were unruly, unrestrained, 
had broken loose. So in the one place he 
thought he was inaccurate he was ac~u­
rate, and in the many places where he 
claims accuracy he errs greatly. 

Conclmion 
When Ho1lywood films a book it shuffles 

the facts to fit its fancy. Not even God's 
Word is exempt. DeMille boasts accuracy, 
and in the case of "The Ten Command­
ments" a publicity report says concerning 
any challenges that might arise: "DeMille 
thinks he will have the answer on every de­
tail of his latest, greatest, effort." 

Does he have the answer to the fore­
going chal1enges to his Scriptural accu~ 

ll 



racy? He peers so closely at Sinall details, 
but what about the big events? While 
straining out gnats he swallows camels. 

If you go to see this film go to be enter­
tained, not instructed. It is entertaining. 
At times it is thrilling and powerful. But 
often it is fiction. Even where the Bible 
offers the firm footing DeMille claims to 
love, the story wanders off on ground as 
WlStable as Egypt's shifting sand dunes. 
If you kn'()w nothing about the Bible, or if 
you care nothing about the Bible, you can 
thoroughly enjoy this spectacular and su-

percolossal production. If you have a deep 
regard for the Bible you will suffer bwnps 
and bruises and feel regret for .what might 
have been. As far as Bible authenticity is 
concerned, this is typical Hollywood hash. 
It is not so much a version as a perversion. 

•Deuteronomy 12:32, New World Tram. 
• Exodus 1:9, 10. 
• Exodus 2:11, 12, 
• Exodus 2:15. 
•Jeremiah 31:31-33. 
'Exodus 4:19. 
' Exodus 14:5, 6. 
•Exodus 14:28, New World Tram.; Psalm 106:11; 

136:15. 
• Exodus 32:27, 28, s:i. 
" Numbers 16:1-3, 12, 25-32. 

CONSTITUTIONAL FREEDOM 

ITALY 
His"toric decision by new court: 

AFrER the defeat of FasciSin the Italian 
people set about to rebuild their nation. 

A plebiscite was held on JWle 2, 1946, and 
the people voted to have a republic. Its con­
stitution guaranteed freedoms for the in­
dividual citizen as well as set out the struc­
ture of the government. It gave just as 
much freedom if not more than the Ameri­
can constitution! Truly a new era was ap­
pearing on the horizon for the Italian 
people. 

However, the old Fascist laws were still 
in effect and guided police action. Almost 
immediately a fight began as to when and 
how the lofty principles of the constitu­
tion should be applied, especially that con­
cerning the freedom of the press, speech 
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and religion without the need of police 
authorization. A paradoxical situation 
arose. On the one hand, the new constitu­
tion gave much democratic freedom to all, 
while, on the other hand, the old Fascist 
laws were still the law of the land. 

Many were the court cases by various 
individuals and organizations, including 
Jehovah's witnesses, seeking to have the 
courts appfy the constitution. Cases were 
appealed up to the Supreme Court of Cas­
sation in Rome, seeking. to have the high­
est court of Italy rule in favor of the con­
stitution. 

At times it would uphold the constitu­
tion and hence rule that it was of imme­
diate application. On other important de-
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cisions concerning freedom of press, speech 
and religion this court would rule that the 
Fascist laws were still in effect and that 
what the constitution set out was only 
"progranunatic" and not of immediate 
application. That is, it was only a program 
of what was b~ing aimed at but not some­
thing to be applied now. Application of 
these freedoms was to come at some fu­
ture date. As a result many ~re the im­
prisonments and fines against persons us­
ing tlieir constitutional freedoms. Hence 
the value of the constitution was being 
weakened. 

Constitutional Court Provided 
What had helped create this situation 

was that a constitutional court that could 
rule on constitutional questions had yet 
to be established. The constitution pro­
vided for such a court's having fifteen 
judges appointed to serve therein. This 
court was to serve as a guarantee of the 
lofty principles of the constitution. The 
constitution provided that five of the judg­
es would be appointed by the president of 
the republic, five by the joint session of 
Parliament and five by the judicial ad­
ministration. 

Since the constitution went into effect 
in 1948 it has not been possible to have 
the court function, because Parliament 
could not agree on electing five judges. 
Many attempts were made to appoint 
these judges, but Parliament would not 
agree on whom to appoint, as various po­
litical factions fought to have their choice 
appointed. Finally, during the fall session 
of 1955, Parliament was able to agree on 
the appointment of these five judges. 
Shortly thereafter the other judges were 
appointed by the president and judiciary 
administration. On January 23, 1956, the 
court begail to function and started work­
ing on legal procedure, etc. So eight years 
after the constitution had gone into effect 
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a constitutional court that would guaran~ 
tee the principles of the constitution be­
gan to operate. 

But even yet many apprehensions were 
still to be overcome in regard to this court 
and its function. Various discussions were 
being carried on as to how the court should 
function and to what extent its authority 
could be used in deciding on existing laws. 
Outstanding was a vecy insidious attempt 
to annul the effect of the constitution even 
before the court had been formed. The 
squrce of this attack can be readily dis­
cerned. This appeared. in the form of an 
article in the Jesuit magazine printed in 
Rome, Civiltd Cattolica, in 1953. The writ­
er of the article was a Jesuit priest, Lener. 
In brief his argument was that the consti­
tutional court when formed would not be 
ab)e to rule on laws already existing be­
fo~ the constitution went into effect. It 
would be able to rule only on future laws! 

This, in substance, meant that all the 
Fascist laws that had killed freedom in 
Italy for over two decades would still be 
in effect and that the constitution would 
be de'prived of all its force that guaranteed 
freedom of the press, speech and religion, 
etc., for the Italian people! Tragic and in­
conceivable as this may sound, neverthe­
less, this- thesis began to make headway 
among the legal minds of Italy. This same 
position was later assumed by the state a1. 
well in its argument before the constitu­
tional court. 

First Cmes 
After the formation of the constitutional 

court cases began pouring in from all over 
the country, appealing to this court to up­
hold the basic freedoms guaranteed by the 
constitution. The primary target of these 
appeals was article 113 of the Fascist Jaw, 
which stated, in part: "It is forbidden\ 
without a license of the local authorities 
of public security, to distribute or put into 
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circulation written matter or drawings in 
public places or those open to the public." 
Also up for appeal to this court were four 
cases involving Jehovah's witnesses. 

The ·court established April 23, 1956, as 
the date the first session of the coqrt 
would be held_ to hear debate on this law. 
Thirty cases concerning this law were to 
be considered together. All other cases 
were left to be considered later, if neces­
sary. In newspapers and judicial circles a 
debate was going strong as to whether the 
constitutional court had the authority to 
rule on laws existing prior to the constitu­
tion or not. All freedom lovers were anx­
ious to see whether the court would carry 
out its true mission and uphold the consti­
tution or whether the perennial enemies of 
man's God-given freedoms would triumph 
over the new Italian democracy. What 
would the court decide? Its first decision 
would indicate, without a doubt, just what 
function the court would have in Italian 
life and just what direction it would take 
concerning constitutional freedom. 

The Decision 
The momentous day arrived on June 14, 

1956. The constitutional court handed down 
its first decision, which was truly histor­
ical. First of all, it swept away the Jesuit­
ical argument that it had no authority to 
judge laws prior to the formation of the 
court by firmly stating, in part: "The dec­
laration of unconstitutionality of a law 
cannot be made except by the constitution­
al court in harmony with article 136 of 
the same constitution. The assumption 
that the new institution of 'unconstitution­
ality' refers only to laws after the consti­
tution and not those before, cannot be 
accepted.'' 

The decision proceeds to show why arti­
cle 113 of the Fascist law is contrary to 
article 21 of the constitution, in that it 
would give the police authorities the power 
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to give or deny freedom of the press, etc., 
and such authority they do not have. 

In addition, the need for Parliament to 
go to work on co-ordinating the laws of the 
land with the spirit of the constitution was 
strongly pointed out. Up tm now Parlia­
ment had ignored co-ordinating the laws 
with the constitution. 

On all sides the press played up this his­
toricl:}l decision. Hence, after ten years 
since the institution of the Italian Repub­
lic, we can see that Italy has made a his­
toric decision for democratic freedoms. 
The complete end of the former police 
state is in sight and democracy has been 
given a firmer hand in Italy. For many 
years Jehovah's witnesses have been in 
the forefront in fighting for constitutional 
freedom in Italy. This decision of the 
constitutional court has wiped away one 
of the principal laws that had been used 
against them in an endeavor to stop their 
preaching work. 

The court has since continued to hand 
dpwn decisions nullifying other Fascist 
laws that had been restricting personal 
freedom of the Italian citizen, thus further 
purifying Italy of Fascist laws that no 
government as yet had removed. So it ap­
pears that the constitutional court will 
serve as a bulwark and a guarantee of the 
constitution and its freedoms, as intended 
by the Italian people. 

Other Decisions 
Another decision made in favor of Jeho­

vah's witnesses well worth mentioning was 
made in the spring of 1956 by the Supreme 
Court of Cassation in Rome. Two of Jeho­
vah's witnesses had been engaged in 
preaching the gospel by visiting the people 
at their homes and leaving with them 
printed sermons for their consideration. 
They were arrested by the police and were 
accused of being peddlers peddling with­
out a license. They were charged with arti-
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cle 121 of the Fascist laws. The lower court 
convicted them of this charge. An appeal 
was made to the Supreme Court in Rome. 

The Supreme Court ruled that the work 
done by these two Jehovah's witnesses 
could not be considered peddling and set 
out to define what was considered peddling. 
It showed that they were not engaged in 
preaching the gospel in order to maintain 
their family and hence could not be con­
sidered peddlers earning a living. 

Hete another legal banier has been 
knocked down, which will enable Jehovah's 
witnesses to carry on their God-given com­
mission of preaching, Also, with this deci­
sion the freedom of speech, press and re­
ligion has become more firmly entrenched 
for all the Italian people. 

Still another ru1ing, this by the Council 
of State, should be here considered. During 
the spring of 1956 the Council of State 
handed down a ruling concerning an appeal 
made to it by an American Protestant min­
ister concerning a ruling of the Ministry 
of Interior. The Ministry of Interior had 
refused to recognize him as a minister. 
The Council of State upheld the Ministry 
of Interior in its ruling because of his not 
being an Italian citizen. However, in its 
ruling the council took a very decided posi­
tion regarding religious freedom as guar­
anteed by the constitution. It showed that, 
in harmony with the constitution, all reli­
gions were permitted in Italy and all min­
isters were permitted to practice their re­
ligion freely. Recognition of a minister by 
the Ministry of Interior was necessary only 
when the minister serves as a civil servant 

for the state, as in performing a marriage 
ceremony, etc. It pointed out that all were 
free to practice the ministry in Italy, 
whether Italian citizens or not. 

This is another far-reaching declaration 
and administrative decision showing that 
non-Catholic ministers can practice their 
religion freely. It is the first such expres­
sion by such a high governmental author­
ity and another full application of the con­
stitution. This further opens the door for 
religious freedom in Italy. It is gratifying 
to see various decisions coming forth, all 
building up democracy and freedom in 
Italy. 

Last spring truly saw historic deci­
sions made for freedom in Italy. Jehovah's 
witnesses are busily engaged in leg;a.lly ~­
tablishing and defending the right to 
Preach God's Word in Italy and, by their 
actiyity, are helping to establish constitu­
tional freedoms for au. 

Many are the eyebrows raised in amaze­
ment at seeing the increase of the work 
of Jehovah's witnesses in Italy. It can be 
seen that God has used various means to 
throw open the door so that the good news 
of his kingdom might be preached fully 
in this land as wen. 

Soon Jehovah God will crush the ene­
mies of freedom not only in Italy but all 
over the universe by destroyihg them at 
the coming final war of Armageddon. The 
chains of ignorance, intolerance and slav­
ery will then be broken forever. There­
after man will be able to enjoy in full the 
God-given freedoms in all fields of human 
endeavor. 

RED EVASION 
II, When United States Air Force Chief of Staff General Nathan Twining visited 
Moscow recently the Soviets showed him around nearby airfields. One of General 
Twining's party asked how far the new Soviet jet light bomber could fty. The 
answer was: "Not q_uite as far as our medium jet bom~r." Then when asked 
how far the medium jet bomber could fly, the Soviet marshal answered: "A little 
farther than the light bomber." 
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_murder. It clearly 
'proves medieval 
Christentom to 
have been anything 
but Christian. And 
it makes one won­
der how anyone 
could call those 
times the "Golden 

In Medieval 

common era the 
Jews were not dis­
criminated against 
by their pagan Ro­
man rulers. But just 
as soon as pagan 
Rome fused with 
apostate Christian­
ity, persecution of 
the Jews began. 
Thus Constantine in 
315 (A.D.) issued a 
decree forbidding 
that "abominable 
sect" of the Jews to 
circumcise their 
Gentile slaves. In it 
he also ordered that 
any Jew who an­
noyed a Jewish con­
vert to Catholicism 

TIMES 

Age of Faith." 
True Christianity 

requires that we love our neighbors as 
ourselves and that we even 'continue to 
love our enemies and to pray for those 
persecuting us.' True Christianity teaches 
that the only weapon of attack that Chris­
tians may use is "the sword of the spirit, 
that is, God's word.'' And true Christianity 
results in bringing forth the fruitage of 
the holy spirit: "love, joy, peace, long­
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, mild­
ness, self-control.'' Yes, nothing could be 
farther removed from true Christianity 
than persecution of others, regardless of 
the reason.-Matthew 5:44; Ephesians 6: 
17; Galatians 5:22, 23, New World Trans. 

If today the Jews seem to have a cer­
tain aversion to all that is brought to them 
in the name of Christianity, do not blame 
them. Rather blame those who so mis­
treated them for the past sixteen ce.ntu­
ries. "You made me what I am," the Jew 
could well say to his critics.• 

During the first three centuries of our 

•The English historian and statesman Thomas B. 
Macaulay once i;aid: ··'rhe Jew Is what we made him." 
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"must speedily be given to the flames and 
burnt together with all his accomplices," 
and referred to synagogues by a term used 
for Roman houses of ill fame. Other restric­
tions followed: Any Jew marrying a Cath­
olic woman was to be put to death; Jews 
were not allowed to own Catholic slaves nor 
to testify against Catholics in court, neither 
were they allowed to hold profitable po­
litical offices. 

Leaving no doubt as to the origin of 
this anti-Jewish sentiment is an incident 
relating to Emperor Theodosius the Great 
and Ambrose of Milan (described by the 
Catholic Encydopedia as a "Saint" and as 
"one of the most illustrious Fathers and 
Doctors of the Church") . Theodosius had 
ordered a certain bishop to rebuild a syna­
gogue that the populace had burned down 
at his instigation. Ambrose personally ap­
pealed to Theodosius in behalf of the bish­
op, arguing that burning down a syna­
gogue was a good Christian deed: 'Is not 
the cause of religion of greater imper-

AWAKE! 



tance than the show of discipline?' And 
after all, he argued,. what is a synagogue 
but "a home of unbelief, a house of im­
piety, a receptacle of folly, which God 
himself has condemned"? 

The Crusaders and the Jews 
The First Crusade marked a turning 

point in the vicissitudes of the Jews. Up 
until then the Jews suffered primarily 
from the restrictions placed upon them by 
the rulers, after that from the popular 
frenzy, the result of the common people's 
having it dinned into their ears that the 
Jews were the murderers of Jesus and 
were traitors. Thus, bands enlisting in the 
First Crusade, A.D. 1096, began wholesale 
slaughter of Jews in England, France and 
Germany, incited by three priests, Peter 
the Hermit, Volkmar and Gottschalk. 

Jews were robbed, tortured and forcibly 
converted to Catholicism. Those who re­
fused to convert were slain by the sword, 
burned at the stake or herded into houses, 
which were then set on fire. Many died 
at their own hands rather than apostatize 
or be burned alive. And over and over 
again as the flames licked at the Jewish 
victim tied to the stake he or she was 
heard to exclaim triumphantly: "The Lord 
our God is one Lord!" taken from Deu­
teronomy 6:4. Between May and July,. 
1096, in the Rhine provinces alone some 
12,000 Jews perished in this way. 

Many claim that these massacres were 
not approved of by the leaders of the Cru­
sade. However, the fate of the Jews in 
Jerusalem upon its being taken by the 
Crusaders bears out the truthfulness of 
the statement that Godfrey of Bouillon~' 
"declared that he would avenge the blood 
of Jesus on that of the Jews, and leave 
none of them alive." (Jewish Encycl,ope-

•Proclaimed king ot Jerusalem upon its lalllng to 
the Crusaders. 
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dia, Vol. 4, p. 378) As Jerusalem fell on 
that fateful July 15, 1099, the Crusaders 
stormed in and in two days slaughtqed 
70,000 men, women and children. And 
what about the Jews? The accounts merely 
state that all the Jews in Jerusalem, wheth­
er in the hundreds or in the thousands, 
were herded into a synagogue, which was 
then set on fire. 

The Medieval Mentality 
That the medieval, illiterate, supersti­

tious and credulous population should be 
eager to believe anything regarding the 
Jews regardless of how fantastic it was 
is not surprising in view of what they 
heard regarding the Jews from their spir­
itual guides. Pope Innocent III likened the 
Jews to Cain and consigned them to "per­
petual slavery." The Fourth Council of 
the Lateran, held in his day, 1215, re­
quired Jews to be distinguished from 
Catholics by color of clothes and a Jew 
badge.• It forbade Jews to employ Chris­
tians as nurses, tutors or domestic serv­
ants and to intermarry. Said Peter the 
Venerable of Cluny, prominent Catholic 
theologian of the twelfth century and ad­
viser of kings and emperors: "Really, I 
doubt whether a Jew can be human," be-

• L('pers had to w£"ar similar badges, causing many 
to "onfusp Jews with lepers. 
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cause of his failing to be converted by the 
Catholic arguments presented to him. 

lindicative of the brutal mentality of the 
times are the words of King ("Saint") 
Louis IX of France: "A layman, when he 
hears the Christian law mis-said [by a 
Jew], should not defend the Christian law, 
unless it be with his sword, and with that 
he should pierce the missayer in the mid· 
riff, so far as the sword will enter." 

In thOS!\. times Catholics believed that 
Jews had a peculiar odor, which, however, 
left them when they were baptized as 
Christians; that Jews were sorcerers, in 
league with the Devil; that they had horns 
and tails; that at times Jewish mothers 
gave birth to piglets and othe·r lower ani­
mals; that Jewish men menstruated as do 
women. Jewish physicians were not to be 
trusted-either they poisoned their pa­
tients or used magic to make them well. 
"It is far better to die with Christ than to 
be healed by a Jewish doctor with [the 
help of] Satan,'' was the ridiculous me­
dieval reasoning. 

Fantastic Medieval Accusations 
Among the fantastic medieval accusa­

tions· leveled against the Jews were that 
they desecrated Catholic images,. spat 
upon them, stoned them and pierced them 
with knives so as to make them suffer. It 
was often rumored that these images bled 
when thus wounded, which miracle was 
taken to be a command from heaven to 
avenge the image by destroying the Jews. 

Shortly after the Fourth Council of the 
Lateran announced the dogma of transub~ 
stantiation, that the wafer of bread, the 
"host," and the wine of the mass became 
the actual flesh and blood of Jesus, Jews 
began to be accused of desecrating the 
host. lliogically it was believed that the 
Jews also accepted this teaching and 
therefore we~ anxious to obtain such wa­
fers for the purpose of tormenting Jesus by 
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sticking pins in them or by crushing them 
underfoot, or that they wanted to use them 
for magical purposes. The fact that at times 
reddish-brown spots of mold were seen on 
such wafers was taken as proof that they 
had been tortured by the Jews and were 
bleeding. Throughout six centuries this 
fantastic accusation was made against the 
Jews, and because of it thousands were 
burned at the stake or in their. homes and 
synagogues, thousands of others escaping 
such a fate by committing suicide or be­
ing baptized. 

Typical was the incident that took place 
on July 19, 1510, at Bernau, near Berlin, 
where the elector Joachim had twenty-six 
Jews burned to death on the charge of 
desecrating the host, and two beheaded. 
The two had accepted baptism and so as 
an "act of grace'' were given the more 
"merciful" sentence, merely being be­
headed! The notorious "Rindfleisch" per­
secutions that began on April 12, 1298, 
were led by their namesake, who claimed 
to have received a commission from heav­
en to avenge a certain desecration of the 
host. In six months he and his band swept 
away some 120 Jewish communities in 
Germany and destroyed more than 100,-
000 Jews. In the following century this 
bloodthirsty work in Germany was taken 
up. by the "Armleder" bands, who were 
identified by a patch of leather on one of 
their arqis. About the same time the Pas­
t01ireaux shepherd bands wiped out some 
110 Jewish communities in southern 
France. These were followed by the fiagel­
lants under one Vincent Ferrer, who went 
about France working up the frenzy of the 
populace by scourging themselves publicly 
and by forcibly dedicating synagogues to 
the Catholic Church. 

Ritual Murder and Poison Accusations 
Among other fantastic medieval accu­

sations brought against the Jews was that 
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of ritua.l murder. When a Catholic, and 
especially a child, disappeared, had been 
murdered or was accidentally killed the 
Jews were charged with having crucified 
that one in mockery of their having im­
paled Jesus. Vainly the Roman pontiffs 
remonstrated against such fantastic ac­
cusations-their anti-Jewish propaganda 
was working too effectively for their own 
comfort! 

Many also believed that the Jews 
drained the blood of their victims for var­
ious medical and magical purposes and 
to be drunk at their passover. Nothing 
could- have been more preposterous than 
to accuse the Jews of using blood, in view 
of their strict adherence to the law of 
Moses, which forbade all such use of blood. 
Yet for more than 750 years this accusa­
tion was made, the first in England in 
1144 and among the last in Boherq.ia in 
1899. On the basis of these accusations 
thousands of Jews were slaughtered or 
burned to death by fanatical mobs. 

Jews were also accused of poisoning 
meats, wines, spices, etc., and especially 
wells. In France in 1321 some lepers had 
poisoned certain wells because of ill treat­
ment and under torture blamed the Jews. 
Popular reaction was such that 5,000 
Jews were burned to death that year. 
Just decades later the "Plague" or the 
Black Death swept over Europe killing 
twenty-five million people between 1348 
and 1351. Now generally recognized to 
have been the bubonic plague, which is 
spread by rats, it was blamed on the Jews. 
It was said that they had poisoned all the 
wells in a grand international scheme to 
destroy Christendom. 

The Catholic population of the day did 
not take note of the fact that the Jews 
were drinking from the same wells as they 
were, and that the Plague was killing as 
many Jews proportionately as Catholics. 
It served as an excuse to express religious 
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fanaticism, or to get rid of economic ri­
vals (as in Strasbourg, where -1,000 Jews 
were burned at the stake and the same 
number escaped that fate by submitting 
to baptism). At Mayence 6,000 Jews per­
ished, at Erfurt 3,000, etc., some 350 Ger­
man communities being wiped out during 
1348 and 1349 on the basis of this fantas­
tic accusation. 

Expulsions 
Time and again the Jews were expelled 

from various lands, sometimes because of 
economic reasons but more often because 
of religious intolerance. After a stay of 
about two centuries in England the Jews 
were expelled from there in 1290. More 
than 365 years passed before, due to 
Cromwell's efforts, legal residence in Eng­
land was again made possible for Jews. 

Jews were found in France at least as 
far back as the second century A.D., and 
though expelled time and again they were 
repeatedly allowed tci return after a com­
paratively short number of years. In fact, 
at times the popes complained to the kings 
of France because of the good treatment 
the Jews were receiving in their land! 

Jews were also repeatedly expelled from 
certain states and cities of GertrnµlY and 
Switzerland but invariably were recalled 
or allowed to return because of their skill 
in handling finances. 

Regarding the expulsion of the Jews 
from the Papal States The Encyclopredia 
Britannica states·: "In March 1569 Pius 
[V] ordered the expulsion of the Jews 
from the States of the Church. For com­
mercial reasons they were allowed to re­
main in Rome and Ancona, but only upon 
humiliating conditions." They were ex­
pelled because, according to the bull He­
braeorum gens, "they seduce many im­
prudent and weak persons with their sa­
tanic illusions, their fortune-telling, their 
charms and magic tricks," etc. 
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\Vhen in 1492 the Jews W"ere expelled 
the second time from Spain, which in­
volved 300,000 and brought indescribable 
sutl'ering and death to many thousands, it 
brought to an end the largest and most 
distinguished European settlement of 
Jews at the time. Incidentally, the Span­
ish Inquisition, in which more than 30,000 
were put to death and more than 300,000 
tortured, was directed primarily against 
the Maraoos or "the damned." These were 
the descendants of the Jews who had been 
forclbly converted in a campaign ·against 
them in 1391, and who had Judaized~ 
lapsed into Judaism again. The story of 
their sufferings and those of their fellows 
in Portugal furnishes some of the darkest 
pages, of history until Hitler's time. 

In December, 1496, King Emmanuel of 
Portugal gave the Jews ten months to 

· leave the country, doing so, however, only 
because Isabella, daughter of Spain's rul­
ers, Ferdinand and Isabella, whom he 
wanted to marry, demanded it. He had 
good reason to be reluctant, for as The 
Encyclopcedia Britannica expresses it, the 
Jews "were the richest and most useful 
class of people in the kingdom and had 
been faithfully protected ever since the 
days of Affonso Henriques," the ruler who 
brought about Portugal's independence in 
the twelfth century. 

While certain religious historians would 
put the onus for all this abuse of the Jews 
on their success in finance, science, medi­
cine and their giving allegiance at times 
·to the Moslems, the facts show that these 
were at best only contributing causes and 
that the chief one was religious intoler­
ance. As one historian put it, they forgot 
to rob the Jew once he was baptized. The 
more devoutly Catholic the region was the 
more fanatically the Jews were perse­
cuted. And helping to mold this anti­
Jewish sentiment as well as its result were 
anti-Jewish popular songs, pictures and 
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plays. And though the Roman pontiff 
· ever and anon condemned such excesses, 
they did not see fit to use the effective 
instruments of excommunication and the 
interdict to bring their subjects to their 
senses. 

That the religious factor was paramount 
is also seen in the . persecutors' attempt 
to give a righteous basis to their actions 
by torturing the Jews until they confessed 
what their tormentors wanted to hear, and 
then to use such confessions as the basis 
of wholesale slaughter and burnings. Hu­
man nature being what it is, it cannot be 
denied that at times a Jew may have killed 
a Catholic child, yet such charges had 
gone so far that in the fourteenth century 
more than one charter granted to the 
Jews made specific provision for exempt­
ing them from blame should dead chil­
dren be found on their premises! And 
while some Jews may on occasion have 
molested and mocked monks carrying the 
host, as on April 18, 1389, in Prague, as a 
result of which 3,000 Jews were slain on 
that day, yet the Jews as a class were not 
guilty of such things, a point which Ro­
man Catholic historian Peter Browe well 
makes in his history on the Eucharist. 

Perhaps a reader will feel that the fore­
going, while of interest as history, does 
not particularly concern us today. But it 
does. How so? Jesus said that a tree is 
known by its fruits. No organization 
whose teachings caused its masses to bring 
forth such inhuman fruits could possibly 
be Christian. Then, too, a recounting of 
such facts helps non-Jews to understand 
the Jews better. And further, anti-Jewish 
sentiment is by no means a dead letter in 
our day. An exarrK.nation of Roman Catho­
Hc Hitler's tactics shows a striking simi­
larity to those noted above, and this poi­
son of intolerance has come down to this 
very year, as we shall see in a succeeding 
issue of this magazine. 
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"IF ALL men were fat 
there would be no war." 

So reads a sign in the window 
of a fat man's shop on Third 
Avenue, New York city. While 
it may. be difficult to prove 
that statement true, it is a 
fact that officers in the United 
States army who are fat weary of 
military life and retire earlier than 
do others. And the oft-heard ex­
pression "laugh and grow fat" does 
imply that fat folk are more likely 
to be cheerful and good-natured. 

Fat folk can also take comfort in 
the fact \hat the~ = ~ """\\.ID\ .... \\<..,. 
ly to have tuberculosis as their average­
weight brothers and are far less likely to 
commit suicide. In part this may be be­
cause fat provides a reserve of energy, 
helps to protect from the cold and cushions 
the bones and muscles. 

But there are also negative and serious 
aspects to one's being fat that should not 
be overlooked, especially since in the Unit­
ed States one fourth of the people are over­
weight. Before ronsiderin~ tMse. fs.cta.. 
however, it seems best to clear up first cer­
tain miseonceptions regarding overweight 
and obesity. 

The term "obesity" comes from roots 
that literally mean "to eat oneself-fat." 
Strictly speaking, overWeight and obesity 
are not synonymous. As French scientist 
Dr. Jean Mayer of Harvard's Department 
of Nutrition has so clearly shown, over­
weight does not necessarily mean the pres­
ence ot too much '.!:at. According to We'1ght 
tables football players and certain prize 
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fighters are many, many 
pounds overweight but they 
are not obese. The sure test 
of obesity is. the am.armt_ QI.. 
fat in the body and especially 
the amount right under the 
skin. This Can be determined 

by X rays, by weighing the body 
in water to determine the specific 
gravity or by a knowing pinch of 
the calves of the legs. 

It follows therefore that the 
weights '];iven for average or ideal 
weights must not be taken with-

", out some reservations. What each 
~·'5. ~ "W~-grit ·1s wolilt'1 t'1epena upon 
a number of factors, the size of one's 
frame, both width and height, age, type 
of work done, etc. In general, however, 
it might be said to be that at which a person 
both looks and feels bis best and what he 
weighed when he was twenty-five years old. 

The increase in weight that accompanies 
advancing years most likely represents an 
increase in fat. We increase in fat even 
when we do not increase in weight, fat 
replacing muscle because of lack Q{_ P..X.P..i:­

cise. Tllus research shows that the aver­
age man of fifty years has twice as much 
fat as the man of twenty-five of the same 
weight. At all ages women have up to twice 
as mucb fat as do men of the same weight. 

Obesity a Liability 
Being fat or obese definitely has its 

handicaps. For one thing, it does interfere 
with one's popularity-at least as far as 
the fair sex are concerned. As a very obese 
young lady once said: "I was never dated, 
much less kissed." There might be said to 
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be something unfair about this aspect of 
being fat. Men are much less concerned 
about being fat than are women and yet 
they want their women to be slender. No 
wonder that United States statistics show 
the average weight of men increasing in 
recent decades while that of women is de­
creasing! 

Obesity is also an inconvenience. It in­
terferes with one's leading as active a life 
as one wouW like to: Many things that are 
done without effort by persons of average 
weight, such as chores around the home, 
climbing stairs, etc., become arduous to the 
fat person. And there is also much less 
pleasure in sports and certain other social 
activities. 

The most_ serious aspect of obesity, how­
ever, is its effect on health and longevity. 
Overweight men and women are four times 
as likely to die from diabetes as are those 
of average weight, and twice as likely to 
die from heart, liver and kidney ailments 
and from brain hemorrhages. Excess fat 
makes surgical· procedures far more dan­
gerous. And statistics indicate that the 
death rate mounts in direct proportion to 
the number of pounds overweight. Thus 
25 percent overweight means 74 percent 
increase in death rate. This rate is for 
men, obesity taking a smaller toll from 
women. 

Causes of Obesity 
For some titne those in medical circles 

have made many dogmatic statements re­
garding the cause of obesity. They have 
said: "Genes have nothing to do with over­
weight." "Hormones are not concerned in 
95 percent of all cases of obesity." "Exer­
cise is of no value in reducing." They have 
insisted that overweight was simply a mat­
ter of overeating and that the whole prob­
lem is solved by cutting down on one's 
intake. But is the question as simple as all 
that? Not. by any means! 
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In the first place it does not answer the 
question as to why some people eat more 
than others to the extent of becoming 
obese. Some psychologists would put the 
whole blame on mental and emotional 
stress, nervousness, boredom, loneliness, 
etc. While no doubt in a limited number 
of cases the cause may be psychosomatic, 
the fact that "apparently the physical and 
mental make-up which are favorable to the 
development of obesity are unfavorable to 
the development of the suicide rate" would 
seem to indicate that fat persons are far 
less plagued by mental or emotional prob­
lems than are others. Of course, should the 
cause be psychosomatic, then the thing to 
do is to grow up, advance to emotional ma~ 
turity. It is childish to seek self-expression 
or solace in food, even as it is foolish to 
resort to liquor for the same reason. 

That many persons are fat because they 
like to eat cannot be denied, but let it be 
noted that many fat persons actually eat 
less than do persons of average weight and 
that there are also many persons who over­
eat and who do not become fat. A study 
of these facts has caused nutritionists to 
conclude that the matter of weight reduc­
tion involves four f actors--not only the 
quantity and kind of food eaten but also 
heredity, glands and exercise. And in view 
of the roles that these play in weight re­
duction it seems almost ludicrous that 
learned scientific evidence must be ad­
duced to urge people to face the problem 
as realistically as does every farmer that 
raises domestic animals. 

Thus a farmer that wants fat cattle, 
hogs and geese not only feeds them plenty 
of corn and other fat-producing food but 
in the first place buys strains of ani­
mals known to put on weight; secondly, 
he castrates the males or implants hor­
mone pellets, which further aids in putting 
on weight; and further, he coops up his 
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animals so that they do not lose weight 
from roaming around. Thus the farmer 
takes into consideration heredity, glands 
and exercise in addition to the feeding 
problem in raising fat animals. 

Concernil'!.~ the bearing that types have 
upon weight Dr. Berglund states: "One of 
a pair of identical twins is overfed, the 
other is starved. The first gets fat, the 
other thin. But all that this proves is that 
under certain internal conditions, food in­
take ean affect body weight. They should 
take a lean human tape worm and a fat. 
indolent individual, and feed them the 
same diet, and watch results. But they 
won't, because it would be bad for their 
theory." (It's Not All in Your Mind) In­
cidentally, this is the very type of experi­
menting that Dr. Mayer has been doing at 
Harvard. Therefore heredity or genes can­
not be ruled out in considering obesity. 

Nor can the glands. Since they play a 
vital role in the weight of farm animals 
it is reasonable to expect that the same is 
true of humans. In fact, tests have shown 
that deficiency in sex hormones is fre­
quently associated with obesity. However, 
what can be done in the way of hormonal 
treatment has yet to be demonstrated. 

Then again, experiments have proved 
that the appetite center is in the hypothal­
amus in the midbrain, damage to it caus­
ing IabOratory animals either to overeat 
or to refuse food altogether. It is therefore 
reasonable to conclude that a fondness for 
food may be due to a malfunctioning hypo­
thalamus. Of course, there is so little 
known about the hypothalamus that will 
power rather than medical science would 
have to be resorted to. However, in view 
of its being the emotional center of the 
brain some hold that affection would regu­
late its function, causing those who are 
inclined to overeat to eat less and those 
who do not enjoy food to eat more. 
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The Value of Exercise 
Although exercise as a regulator of 

weight has been discounted time and again, 
there is more and more proof that the 
great variable in weight control is exercise 
rather than the amount of food taken into 
the system. In other words, difference in 
weight is more likely to be owing to differ­
ence in physical activity than to difference 
in the quantities of food consumed. Experi­
ments with rats showed that obese strains 
that gained 200 percent on a certain diet 
gained only 30 percent when exercised. 

Nor is evidence lacking as regards ex­
periments with humans. Three auto driv­
ers drove 400 miles a day for six days a 
week and for a number of weeks. The 
first gained twenty-six pounds in less than 
eight weeks, the second ten pounds in that 
time and the third six pounds in the first 
W~k. They ate only when hungry but 
did very little exercising, as they were too 
tired at the end of their 400 miles' driving 
to do aught but sleep. 

Then, again, four medical students were 
given twice the usual amount of food to 
eat, 6,000 instead of 3,000 Calories daily, 
and were required to exercise to keep down 
their weight. Because of various kinds of 
vigorous exercise not only were they able 
to keep down their weight but they greatly 
improved in physical strength and found it 
much easier to study, as well as having the 
glow of health. 

This fact is also recognized by the Unit­
ed States National Research Council, 
which makes recommendations as to diet. 
It allows for men a variation from 2,400 
to 6,000 calories a day, depending upon the 
type of work they do. The added 3,600 cal­
ories eaten by those doing very hard 
work, physical labor, do not make them 
fat but merely enable them to keep their 
normal weight. 

It is therefore apparent that keeping 
one's weight down is oftentimes more a 
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matter of overcoming laziness than over­
coming gluttony. Instead of discounting 
exercise we should give it first place. And 
especially in view of its benefits in building 
muscle it is to be preferred to dieting sole­
ly. But for exercise to be beneficial it must 
be carried on regularly, consistently and 
in moderation. Exercising strenuously once 
a year on a vacation is not enough, even 
once a week is not; exercising should be 
done daily.As has been well observed: 

"What we do know and can safely say 
is that if intake is decreased while activity 
is maintained, or if intake is maintained 
while activity is increased, or better stm, 
if intake is decreased and activity is in­
creased, the individual will lose fat. Exer­
cise, when it is possible to increase it, 
should -be increased gradually and prac­
ticed regularly. Various types of patients 
will be able to practice and will like differ-

Have blood transfusions become a medical 
fad? Some doctors believe so. And, they are 
quick to add, it is a dangerous fad. Biitaih's 
Manoh68ter Guardian of April 25, 1956, con· 
tained the following item under the heading 
"200 Deaths a Year in Britain": 

"The transfusion of blood has become so 
commonplace and simple that nowadays in 
s'ome hospitals pints of blood are dispensed 
more llberally than beer. As a result blood 
transfusion, which is by no means as straight· 
foiward as it might seem, is causing a sub­
stantial number of deaths among hospital 
patients in thfs country every year. A warn· 
ing by an expert on the extent of the risks 
involved which is published in 'The Medical 
World' to-day should have a welcome effect 
on the ardour of the over-enthusiastic trans· 
fusionist. It should also react to the benefit 
of his patients, and on blood donors at large. 
Dr. R. A. Zeitlin, medical director of the 
South London Blood Transfusion Centre, re-

ent kinds of activities-walking, swim­
ming, etc.,-and an effort should be niade 
to find a satisfactory type of exercise. 
Diets will be successful if patients don't 
feel too hungry while on these diets and 
if they will 'stick' to them, which means 
that they must be reasonab1y attractive, 
not too expensive, and above all, sufficient­
ly satisfying." 

And that is the way the Creator meant 
it. In Eden Adam had plenty of exercise to 
keep him physically fit, as it was no small 
garden but a large park that he had to 
take care of and he, without a doubt, ate 
the right kind and the right amount of 

, food. And we may be certain that in the 
new world just at the doors there will not 
be any obese people, for all will be using 
good judgment in the matter of food and 
will have sufficient physical. activity to 
keep them fit. 

minds his medical readers that, while the 
technical and administrative advances in 
transfusion technfque have saved thousands 
of lives and alleviated much suffering, the 
sense of security which the improvements 
have :fostered has produced a real danger. 

''The ease with which blood is obtained, 
he says, encourages what have been called 
'cosmetic' transfusions, which are performed 
more for the benefit of the relatives and the 
peace of mind of the. doctor than for the 
well-being of the patient. Every year about 
two hundred deaths result from transfusions 
in Britain. That ls roughly the number of 
deaths from wicomplicated appendicitis. The 
annual loss of life is much the same in the 
United States ...• With all the advances in 
the technique and practice of transfusion, 
there still exists a definite mortallty attribut· 
able to the transfusion itself which is not 
primarily related to the underlying condition 
for which it is given." 

For he must rule as king until God has put all enemieB under 
h18 feet. AB the laBt enemy, death is to be deBtroyed. 

-1 Corinthians 15:25, 26, New World Trans. 
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The Darkness That 
Covers the Earth 

and have revealed them to babes. Yes, O 
Father, because to do thus came to be the 
way approved by you."-Matthew 11:25, 
26, New World Trans. 

In his sermon on the mount Jesus said: 
"The lamp of the body is the eye. If, then, 
your eye is sincere, your whole body will 
be bright; but if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be dark. If in reality the 
light that is in you is darkness, how great 
that darkness is!" And the prophet Isaiah, 

WHAT does the Bible mean when it seven hundred years before Christ, prophe­
says, "For, behold, the darkness shall sied the same thing, and particularly of 

cover the earth, and gross darkness the this time: "For the wisdom of their wise 
people''? Does this mean that the literal men shall perish, and the understanding 
sun will fail to shine and darkness will re- of their prudent men shall be hid." And 
suit? Some people sincerely believe it Jesus branded those of the self-righteous 
means that.-Isaiah 60: 2. intelligentsia of his day "blind guides." 

No, that is not what the Bible teaches. Said Jesus: "Let them be. Blind guides is 
The apostle Paul gives us our answer: "If, what they are. If, then, a blind man guides 
now, the good news we declare is in fact a blind man, both will fall into a pit." These 
veiled, it is veiled among those who are are indeed searching statements.-Mat­
perishing, among whom the god of this thew 6:22, 23, New World Trans.; Isaiah 
system of things has blinded the minds of 29:14; Matthew 15:14, New World Trans. 
the unbelievers, that the illumination of , But one might ask, Who could possibly 
the glorious good news about the Christ, wield power so far-reaching as to influ­
who is the image of God, might not shine ence and blind the whole world? The Bible 
through." Notice the phrase, "has blinded answer to that is: The god of this system 
the minds of the unbelievers." That is the of things, Satan the Devil, and those wick­
darkness the prophet Isaiah speaj:s of, ed angels who deflected with him-the 
mental blindness-mental darkness. And very ones whom these "blind leaders" 
this mental blindness is so far-reaching would have us believe are merely a myth. 
that it involves the whole world.-2 Corin- "The Devil, oh he's just a myth, a legend! 
thians 4:3, 4, New World Tram. Something to frighten children with!" they 

Do not form a wrong conclusion and say. But there again they are only prov­
think this darkness means the ignorance ing the point and displaying their own 
of the Hottentot of Central Africa or the blindness. 
isolated Eskimo of the far northern reach- The Bible says (and surely the Chris­
es. It means that of men and women who tian acknowledges that Word as being the 
in ordinary respects may be intellectua1ly troth): "We have a fight, not against 
brilliant, but who are in fact abysmaily blood and flesh, but against the govern­
ignorant of the purpose of the great Jeho- ments, against the authoriti~s, against the 
vah God. Said Jesus on one occasion: -"I world-rulers of this darkness, against the 
publicly praise you, Father, Lord of heaven wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places." 
and earth, because you have hidden these There God's Word says that these wicked 
things from the wise and intellectual ones spirits are the rulers of the mental darkt. 
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· ness of this world, and that the;-ir power 
and influence affect the whole world. j'The· 
whole wqtid is lying in the power of the 
nricked one." Hence "darkness shall cover 
the earth, and gross darkness the people." 
-Ephesians 6:12; 1John5:19, New World 
Tram.; Isaiah 60:2. 

Note another important point. The peo­
ple are not deceived by that which appears 
grossly immoral and wicked. No, they are 
blinded, deceived by that which appears to 
be right and proper. Actually, it is dark­
ness given the appearance of light. That 
is what makes false religion so deceitful. 
It pretends to be of God when in fact it is 
of the Devil. 

Consider how the apostle Paul terms this 
darkness masquerading as light. Warning 
against the blind religious and political 
leaders, he stated: "For such men are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. And no 
wonder, for Satan himself keeps trans­
forming himself into an angel of light. It 
is therefore nothing great if his ministers 
also keep transforming themselves into 
ministers of righteousness. But their end 
shall be according to their works."-2 Co­
rinthians 11:13-15, Neio World Trans. 

When we review all this testimony from 
God's Word, as to the fact of the world 
in general being mentally blind, it should 
stimulate every true Christian to a more 
earnest and more diligent study of the 
meaning of those things that are presented 
as being of God .and his Word of truth. 
There is no reason why God's people should 

be blind. As Paul says of Christians living 
at the end of this system of things: "You, 
brothers, you are not in darkness, so that 
that day should overtake you as it would 
thieves, for you are all sons of light and 
sons of day. We belong neither to night 
nor to darkness." They are not to be ex­
cused if they allow the things of darkness 
to becloud their mental vision of their re­
sponsibilities to their God and to his Word, 
the Bible.-1 Thessalonians 5:4, 5, New 
World Trans. 

The true Christian has been called out of 
darkness into God's marvelous light, and 
it is incumbent upon that Christian to let 
his light shine, so that those still $itting 
in darkness might see the light and be 
guided thereby. The apostle Peter counsels 
Christians: "You are 'a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for special possession, that you should de­
clare abroad the excellencies' of the one 
that called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. F'or you were once not a 
people, but are now God's people."-1 Peter 
2:9, 10, New World Trans. 

As God's people they are the only light 
in this world that is not shrouded in spirit­
ual darkness. They are, therefore, com­
manded to let their light shine before man­
kind, fhat these may see their right works 
and give glory to Jehovah who is in the 
heavens. The light they hold high today 
for the hope of mankind is that of a new 
world of God's promise. Follow the Bible 
light of truth and the light bearers unto 
this perfect day. 

~ In Dallas, Texas, a female shopllfter was arrested after a department·store 
tloorwalker saw her slip two articles under her dress. When officlaJs began to 
investigate they found this shoplifter believed in living up to the old Texas tra· 
dition of doing things in a big way. They found in her possession a sack of candy, 
two billfolds, a raincoat, a boy's shirt, two brassieres, five flairs of ladies' hose, 
a jar of deodorant, a tube of toothpaste, two pints of paint, two flower bulbs, 
four packages of flower and vegetable seeds and three packages of buckshot. 
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E:gypt 

EGYPT is one of tbe most ancient coun­
tries in the world. Its history goes back 

to more than two thousand years before 
Christ Here tourists come from all parts 
of the earth to see the hieroglyphic writ­
ing sculptured on the walls of the tombs at 
Luxor's Valley of the Kings, They come to 
see a greatly diversified range of mum­
mies, statues of Egyptian gods and kings, 
various papyri, chariots, boats, jewelry and 
the precious gold treasure of King Tut­
Ankhamen. 

Many think of Egypt as a desert land. 
The great Nile River runs through all , 
Egypt, watering the land from its very be­
ginning in the south to its northern fron­
tiers on the Mediterranean Sea. True, how­
ever, most of Egypt's territory is an arid 
waste, on its east comprised of the Arabian 
DeSert and on its west of part of the 
Libyan Desert, but in between is the Nile 
Valley, where some twenty-two million 
people live. 

While a vigorous reconstruction and 
moderoiziUg cam\)aign is 'Pl'~ntly being 
conducted in Egypt, with buildings, streets, 
roads and squares undergoing a complete 
face lifting, there is still a greater and 
more important work taking place within 
its borders, that of spiritually and morally 
uplifting the people with the news of God's 
righteous new world. This work is being 
carried on by Jehovah's witnesses. 

Although the majority of Egypt's in­
habitants are Moslems, there are some 
three mi11\on affiliated wifu 'the d'l.fierent 
Christian sects. Most of them belong to 
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the native church of Egypt, the Coptic 
Orthodox. The church claims that it was 
founded by the disciple Mark and that it is 
the only true church existing from -the 
time of Christ. 

One· of their most cherished doctrines, 
however, is the trinity, a doctrine that 
Ghrist never taught. Christ taught love and 
truth, but the Coptic church is forever 
slandering and misrepresenting the Chris­
tian work of Jehovah's witnesses. Christ 
taught that this good news of God's khig­
dom must be iJreached in all the world for 
a ·-witness unto all nations, but the Coptic 
orthodox Church forbids its people to hear 
the good news preached and tells lies about 
its proclaimers. The church has even en­
couraged mobs to run the Kingdom pro­
claimers out of town and they have been 
threatened with violence. 

In one instance the bishop of a town or­
dered the Watch Tower missionaries to 
leave his village. When unable to frighten 
them by verbal threats, he urged students 
to pursue the missionaries, which they did, 
throwing stones, using obscene speech, 
even h\.tt'l.ng and ki~king th'C'Se mln\ste::r& 
of the gospel. In spite of all efforts to stop 
the Kingdom work, the truth of Jehovah's 
establisJ:ted kingdom is being preached and 
its truth falls on many a listening ear. 

For example, a young couple, whom the 
priest tried to stop from studying with 
Jehovah's witnesses, found this priest, 
when confronted with a Bible discussion, 
contradicting himself, the Bible, the apos­
tles and everything Christian. They were 
amazed at h'l.s scant Bl.b1e know)edge. Out 
of his own mouth he convinced them that 
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he was not qualified to teach the Scriptures. 
Another example is of a young man who, 

when found reading a Bible study aid 
printed by the Watch Tower Society, was 
advised by his parents to see the priest of 
the Greek Orthodox church. The lad asked 
the priest to show him where in the Scrip­
tures it said that the soul was immortal. 
The priest referred to Socrates, Plato and 
the. French astronomer Flammarion, but 
not once did he touch on the Bible. When 
asked again to present Scriptural proof the 
priest searched his library for a Bible. What 
a shame! He could not find a single Bi\lle 
in the whole library of the Patriarchate, 
which contains thousands of books! The 
priest's counsel to the lad was that he con­
tinue his school studies, because he must 
know Hebrew, Aramaic and ancient Greek 

before he can begin. to understand the Bi­
ble. A sad retreat for so great a shepherd 
of little souls. · 

In addition to priestly opposition there 
is the language barrier that the Watch 
Tower missionary must contend with. In 
cities like Cairo, Alexandria, etc., a min­
ister calling on the people must carry with 
him Bible aids in at least three languages: 
Arabic, French and Greek. And he will run 
into many who st>eak Italian and Arme­
nian. Almost all the missionaries are able to 
speak two or three languages and they are 
constantly learning others to help them 
along in their preaching work. This lan­
guage barrier is slowly being removed as 
more and more ally themselves with Jeho­
vah's witnesses to make known the good 
news of God's kingdom. 

SNOW PLOWS IN SUMMER 

The people of Tunbridge Wells, England, took another look at the calendar a year 
ago last August to find out whether it was summer. Officials were forced to call out 
the. snow plows to clear away five.foot drifts of hallstones. A freak summer thunder· 
storm dropped hail, some the size of golf balls, which smashed windows, froze 
hundreds of automobiles into a solid ice pack and sent pedestrians dashing !or cover . 

.... ·'--~ -...._ 
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• What the accurate explanation cf mental 
telepathy and ESP is? P. 4, 115. 

e What is so astounding about the reported 
lives .of some of the "saints" l P. 5, U. 
• What shows that "saint" had a different 
meaning in Bible times? P. 6, 118. 

e What makes a Christian a saint? P. 8, 112. 

• What single scene in a motion picture cost 
one million dollars! P. 9, 113. 

• What wrong type of destruction was use.don 
the wrong person for the wrong sin l P. 11, 116. 

• What problem blocked the high principles 
of freedom guaranteed in Italy's constitutionl 
P. 12, 114. 
e What momentous Italian court decision 
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bring~ restrictions on freedom to an end? 
P. t4, 1[2. 

• Who are responsible for the Jews' aversion 
to Christianity? P. 16, 113. 

• When anti-Jewish discrimination began? 
P. 16, F4. 
• What ridiculous claims "j us tifi ed" the me· 
die val persecution of the Jews? P. 18, H. 
• Whether a person can be overweight, but 
not too fat? P. 21, 114. 

e How overcoming laziness helps keep your 
weight down? P. 23, 118. 

• Who bas blinded the world today! P. 2S, ~S. 

• What language problem is encountered in 
Egyptl· P. 28, 112. 
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The Mysterious Visits 
+ A certain amount of tension 
has recently appeared in Sovlet­
Yugoslav relations. For one 
thlng, Belgrade has been jail· 
ing citlzens returning home 
after spending the years 1948-
1953 conducting anti·Tito activ· 
ity from nearby countries. Also, 
Belgrade _had learned about 
the existence of a circular let­
ter from the Central Commit· 
tee of the Soviet Communist 
party. The letter warns the 
leaders of the satellite coun· 
tries against the Tito regime, 
on the ground that it is not 
truly Communist and that its 
example would be dangerous 
to follow. With this background 
Soviet party boss Nikita 
Khrushchev made, in Septem· 
ber, a sudden visit to Yugo· 
~lavia. The 'official story was 
that his visit was merely a "va· 
cation," But Soviet leaders are 
not in the habit of traveling 
abroad for a rest. If Western 
officials were amazed by the 
Khrushchev visit, then they 
were dumfounded by what hap· 
pened next: Suddenly, without 
a word of explanation to the 
Yugoslav public or the West­
ern powers, President Tito, his 
wife and Yugoslav officials 
boarded a plane with Nikita 
Khrushchev for Russia. The 
mysterious trip gave rise to un· 
easy speculation and suspicion 
in Western capitals. Tanjug. 
official news agency, announced 
that the Yugoslavs would 
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"spend a few days' vacation on 
the Black Sea." But a few days 
later the Yugoslav Foreign 
Ministry acknowledged that 
Tito had gone to Russia to 
take up with Khrushchev cer­
tain "open questions" involv­
ing "state and partyrelatlons." 
The main ditre~nces to be 
ironed out, said lq.e Foreign 
Ministry, were "of an ideolog­
ical nature." 

Assassination in Nicaragua. 
+ For many years Anastasio 
Somoza ruled Nicaragua with 
a strong hand. In September 
the national liberal convention 
had just named President So­
moza as their candidate for 
next year's election. To cele­
brate the occasion a dance was 
held that evening in the prcsi· 
dent's honor .at the worker's 
club in Le6n. Almost all the 
crowd were dancing. The presi· 
dent sat on the side lines. Sud­
denly one of the celebrators 
whipped out a pistol and fired 
four times at the president. Be­
fore another shot could be 
fired, presidential bodyguards ' 
riddled the assailant with a 
deadly fusillade of twenty bul­
lets. But four bullets had struck 
the president. President Eisen­
hower rushed doctors and med· 
ical aid to Nicaragua. Later the 
wounded president was fl.own 
by U.S. military transport 
plane to Panama for operations 
to extract the bullets. But on 
September 29 President Somo-

za died as a result of bullet 
wounds and general organic 
fatlgUe. Within eight hours 
Nicaragua's Congress met 
and elected the president's 34-

,year-old son, Luis, to serve out 
the presidential term ending 
May 1. Motive for the assassi­
nation was conjectural. Some 
believed the assassin's motive 
was self-glorlfl.cation, since he 
had written, ten days before, a 
newspaper article in which he 
said: "Immortality ts the aim 
of life and of glorious death." 

"Terrorism In Cyprus" 
<$ When Archbishop Makarios 
of the Greek Orthodox Church 
was exiled to an island in the 
Indian Ocean, the Ethnarchy 
council took over direction of 
Greek Cypriote religious and 
civic affairs. Secretary general 
of the Ethnarchy is Nlcos Kra­
nidiotis. He was a key figure in 
negotiations between the Brit­
ish and the Ethnarchy until 
the archbishop's exile. In Sep­
tember Kranidiotis, chief Jay 
figure in the Ethnarchy, was 
arrested for suspected terror­
ism. The governor of Cyprus 
called the Ethnarchy secretary 
"a dangerous person who 
should not be left at large." 
Meanwhile, in London the Co· 
Jonial Omce published new 
documents, in addition to those 
published in August, that are 
said to prove "the overrldlng 
responsibility" of Archbishop 
Makarios for the bloodshed in 
Cyprus. The Colonial omce 
cited a letter that it said the 
EOKA terrorist leader wrote 
to· the archbishop, saying: "I 
will not lay down my arms 
unless you yourself ask me to 
do so." This letter was in­
cluded in the second batch 
of captured docwnents is­
sued September 27 in booklet 
form under the title "Terror­
ism In Cyprus." The booklet 
stated in a preface: "The docu­
ments (of which there are sev­
eral thousands) establish be· 
yond all doubt that Archbishop 
Makarios personally took a 
leading part in the foundation 
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and major operational plan­
ning ot the EOKA organ1za· 
tion." 

Tile Cesse-Flre Shatt.el'ed 
+ Ever ·since the Palestine 
armistice of 1949 tension on 
the borders between Israel and 
the Arab world has spawned 
sporadic outbreaks. Last spring 
the U.N .'s secretary general 
negotiated a cease-fire between 
Arab countries and Israel. But 
in July a new series of provo· 
cations a.a, reprisals broke 
out. In September, during the 
holiest season on the Jewish 
calendar-ten days between 
the New Year and Day of, 
Atonement-the cease-fire was 
shattered. On one day Jorda­
nian troops killed six Israeli 
soldiers. The next day Israeli 
raiders killed five Egyptian 
soldiers. The next day 1,000 
Israeli troops killed 20 Jorda­
nians in a massive raid on a 
police post. The next day a 
1,000-man Israeli force, bol­
stered by bombing aircraft, 
demolished a Jordanian police 
post, killing 11. For this the 
Israeli-Jordanian Mixed Armis­
tice Commission censured Is­
rael. A few hours after the 
censure a strong Israeli force 
raided several Jordanian army 
posts and a police station, kill­
ing 50. Tel Aviv announced 
why the Israeli Army had 
made the raids: "This attack 
was carried out after Jordan 
soldiers killed four Israeli citi­
zens in a murderous attack 
... , killed a woman ... , kid­
napped and murdered a trac­
tor driver ... in the past three 
days." Israeli forces struck, 
said Tel Aviv, "in an effort to 
bring home to Jordan author­
ities their own interest in put­
ting an end to these attacks." 

Jet11 for Israel 
+ After Egypt bought arma­
ments from the Soviet bloc, it 
was reported that Cairo re· 
ceived about 200 MIG·15 jet 
fighters, some new MIG-l 7's 
and some 40 twin jet bombers. 
The news was a hard blow tn 
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Israel, :for Israel had received 
only 24 Mystere IV jet fighters 
from France and no bombers. 
The U.S. refused to sell Israel 
fighters, on the ground that the 
Arab-Israel conflict might 
spread into a Soviet·American 
contllct. But Washington has 
not objected to other members 
of the Western alliance selling. 
arms to Israel. In September 
Canada announced that it 
would send Israel 24 Sabre jet 
fighters. The cost to Israel wlll 
be about $6,000,000. When word 
that Canada decided to sell Is· 
rael planes reached Premier 
David Ben Gurlon, he said it 
was "the best news I could have 
received.'' But in Cairo there 
was anger. Canada, said, Cairo, 
"added fuel to the already in­
flamed situation" in the Mi'ddle 
East. 

The New Country "Ghana" 
• "Ghana" is the. name of a 
great West African empire that 
flourished between the second 
and eleventh centuries. In the 
future map makers will be put­
ting this name on their maps. 
In September London an­
nounced that the Gold Coast 
States-a British colony since 
1874--would be granted inde­
pendence on March 6, 1957. To 
accompany her new status the 
country has taken the new 
name "Ghana." Ghana will 
cover about 92,000 square miles 
(about the size of Great Brit­
ain) and will have a popula­
tion of nearly 5,000,000 per­
sons. Ghana will join the Brit­
ish Commonwealth. 

Mayflower II Launched 
<%- In 1946 a British publicist 
wanted to publicize friendship 
between Britain and the U.S. 
in a way none could misunder­
stand.· He proposed that Brit· 
ain build an authentic May­
flower, a copy of the 18-ton 
Mayflower that made the Pil­
grim voyage of 1620. Once the 
plan was adopted the big prob­
lem loomed up: where to get a 
builder. It was said no one 
knew how to build an authen-

tic Elizabethan galleon. Then 
one day the wife of a Brlxham 
shipbuilder showed this state­
ment in print in a magazine to 
her shlpbullder husband and 
retired to wait for the explo­
sion. "I can so build it," shout­
ed Stuart Upham, "and I jolly 
well will!" He got the job. The 
Brixham sh ipwri gh ts built 
Mayflower II like the original, 
of similar great oaks, to simi­
lar design, with similar tools 
and similar skill. Even the 
ropes are of soft seventeenth. 
century cordage. In September 
Mayflower II was launched. 
But it will be next spring be­
fore the ship sails for Plym­
outh, Massachusetts. It will 
be sailed by Brltons with no 
modern gear except the com­
pulsory radio. Mayflower II 
will carry about 40 people; the 
original carried some 102 Pil­
grims. The ship, a gift from 
the people of Britain to the 
people of the U.S., will eventu­
ally lie at Plymouth as a his­
toric landmark. 

The Tmn~atlantic Phone Cabil' 
<%- Ever since 1858 telegraph 
cables have been operating un­
der the North Atlantic. But it 
was not until September this 
year, or almost 100 years later, 
that the first call was made by 
transatlantic phone cable. The 
big problem to be overcome 
was the development of an un­
derwater amplifier or repeater, 
one that would withstand pres­
sures on the ocean floor and 
operate without attention for 
at least twenty years. The Bell 
Telephone Laboratory finally 
devised such a repeater. The 
repeater ampllfles voice c~ur­

rents about a million times; 
each one costs $70,000. Fifty. 
one repeaters went into each 
of the tr ans a tlan tic twin 
cables. They are spaced about 
forty miles apart. Tbe $42,000,-
000 cable system took more 
than two years to build and 
stretches 2,250 miles between 
Clarenville, Newfoundland, 
and Oban, Scotland. It can car­
ry thirty-six voice messages at 
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one time, about three times the 
tramc that radiotelephone cir­
cuits transmit. The telephone 
cable's blg advantage is that it 
eliminates atmospheric inter· 
ference. Conversations are ells· 
tinct and even, in contrast to 
fading often experienced on 
rlidiotelephone. 

On the Threshold o:r Space * The Bell X-2, a slender, 
swept-wing rocket plane, was 
the first aircraft specifically 
built t8' challenge the so-called 
thermal barrier. This is the 
point of extreme speed where 
so much heat is generated that 
conventional aircraft materials 
lose strength and melt. To help 
resist heat at such speeds, the 
X-2 was made largely of stain· 
les$ steel and a special nickel 
alloy. In July the Bell Aircraft 
Company's plane set a new 

speed record of 1,900 miles an 
hour, more than twice the 
speed of sound. Then in Sep· 
tember it <Was disclosed that 
the· X·2, carried aloft by its 
B-50 mother plane, had climbed 
to an altitude of 126,000 feet, 
about twenty.four miles. This 
is the highest that man has 
ever flown. Twenty-four miles 
up is the very threshold of 
space, where the air is only 
1/250th as dense as it is on the 
ground. On September ~7, not 
long after the X-2 had set both 
world speed and altitude rec­
ords, the Bell rocket plane 
crashed. The pilot, who was at 
the plane's controls for the 
first time, was killed. The crash 
occurred within two minutes 
after the rocket plane had 
been released from beneath its 
B·50 mother. No cause was giv­
en for the crash of the $3,()')(J,. 
000 plane. 

A Polish Pilot EllCllPM 
• In March, 1953, a Commu· 
ntst pllot escaped from Poland 
in his MIG-15 Jet fighter and 
dew to the Danish l$land of 
Bomholm. The Red pUofs de­
tlection apparently gave other 
Communlsh ideas. In May 
that same year another Polish 
filer flew his MIG to Bornholm. 
Then in September this year 
another Polish pilot used the 
small Danish island in the 
Baltic to make good his escape 
from behind the Iron Curtain. 
He landed his Soviet-built 
MIG-15 at the civil airport at 
the island's chief town of 
Ronne. The pilot said he had 
broken away from a formation 
flight and dropped auxiliary 
fuel tanks to lighten his plaµe; 
he was not shot at or pur· 
sued. Danish Air Force special· 
ists dismantled the MIG-15 and 
took it to Copenhagen for ex· 
amination. 

HOPE is the anchor 
of your soul 

Yet men do not hope for what is already seen. Hope is based 
on faith. Is your faith strong? 

Faith follows the report that comes through the word about 
Christ, the apostle Paul said. 

Do you read God's Word, the Holy Bible, daily? You should; 
it contains words of life. 

Read the modern New World Translation of tke Christian 
Greek Scriptures to make firm your hope's anchor. 

$1.50, regular edition. $5, de luxe. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y. 

NII.me .... 

City. 

Please send me the New World Tranl!'lation of the Christian GTeek Scripture8. 

I am <mclos\ng $ ... for the . regular: de luxe edition 

StrPet and Num\wr 
or Route and Box 

Zone No Stat<' 
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-yet you are facing a far more serious situation! 

Do you know what our real condi­
tion is today? Do you know that 
this world is already in its "time of 
the end" and that it is rapidly ap­
proaching the climax? With it the 
life of every jndividual is at stake. 
Every year -- thousands of persons 
are realizing the severity of this 

'~risis and are taking steps to en­
sure their safety for the future. 

A real aid ·to many has been a 
bound book calJ.ed "You May Sur­
vive· Armageddon into God's New 
World." Released last year, already 
over one and a quarter million 
copies have been distributed. With 
your copy you can face the future 
with confidence, because it will in­
crease your faith as you learn of 
God's provision for your salva­
vafion during the final war. 

Get You May Survive Armageddon into God's New World with a free 
booklet for 50c. 

I am enclosing 50c .for the book You May Surt>ive Armageddon illto God's New World 
an!\ the 1ree booklet. 

Street and Number 
Name .................................................................................................. . or Route and Box ......................................................................... . 

City ................................................................................... . Zone No . ........ State ....................................................................... . 

In: AUSTRAL.IA addres~ 11 Beresford Rd., Strathfield, N.S.W. ENGLAND: U Craven T~e. London, W. 2. 
CANADA: 1ll0 Br!dgeland Ave., Park Rd. P.O., Toronto JO. SOUTH AFRICA: Private· Bag, Elandl!fonte!n, Tvl. 
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