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DISCONTENT 

77IouGHTS well expressed often cap­
/ ti~atetheear. But that does not mean 

that they are true. Thus some poets wax 
eloquent in the praise of discontent. "The 
splendid discontent of God with Chaos," 
says one, "made the world; and from the 
discontent of man, the world's best prog­
ress springs." And says another: "To be 
discontented with the divine discontent is 
the ... first 'Upgrowth of &11 virtue." 

In commenting on the poot's "divine dis­
content," the editor of America's leading 
business journal, Fortune, December, 1955, 
stated that in spite of all the scientific 
progress man could hope to make he will 
always be unhappy, for "?J.o conceivable 
Utopia on earth will satisflT man." Why? 
Because, according to him, man will ever 
be plagued with such questions as 'What 
is the meaning of life an~ its purpose?' 
and "Who invented this impossible puzzle 
and how came it to be?" 

Does man's discontent come from God? 
Is it godlike? Absolutely nc:it! Not discon­
tent with Chaos-there nevl;!r was a Chaos 
in the orderly outworking of Jehovah's 
purposes regarding the universe-but un­
selfish Jove and the sheer joy of creating 
cause<) God to make the heavens and the 
earth. He ever was and alw&.ys will be per­
fectly contented, self-contained. He is "the 
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happy God."-1Timothy1:11, New World 
Trans. 

God's Word also shows that his Son, 
Jesus Christ, in his prehuman existence as 
the Logos, far from being discontented, 
was daily his Father's "delight, rejoicing 
always before hitn," and that he delighted 
to do his Father's will while he was on 
earth. All the faithful angels likewise were 
and are without discontent. They delight 
to serve Jehovah. The record tells us that 
they "sang together" and "shouted for 
joy" at the time God "laid the foundations 
of the earth."-Proverbs 8:30; Job 38:7, 4. 

Nor did the first human pair have any 
grounds for discontent because of not 
knowing the meaning of life and its pur­
pose. Appreciating their need of knowledge 
and their capacity for reasoning, God at 
the very beginning made known to them 
his purpose in creating them: "Be fruit­
ful and become many and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have in subjection" all the 
lower animals.-Genesis 1:28, New World 
Trans. 

The Bible shows that God also revealed 
his purposes regarding man to Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham ·and to the nation of Is­
rael by Moses and other prophets. And in 
particular has he given the followers of 
Christ a revelation of his purposes. All this 
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information has been recorded in God's 
Word, so it is our own fault if we discon­
tentedly ask: "Who i~vented this impos­
sible puzzle and how came it to be?" 

Not from Jehovah God but from his ad­
versary does man get his discontent. It was 
Satan's consuming ambition to be like his 
Sovereign that caused discontent to enter 
the universe in the first place. And discon­
tent entered the earth only when Eve al­
lowed Satan to plant the seeds of ambition 
in her Q.Cillrt, to be like God. Discontent 
caused certain angels to leave their heaven­
ly positions, come down to earth and marry 
the daughters of men. The poet may say: 
"Noble discontent is the path to heaven," 
but in their case it was just the opposite, 
the path from heaven to earth. None of 
God's intelligent creatures have any just 
grounds for discontent. Discontent shows a 
lack of wisdom, gratitude and love, and 
reflects upon a beneficent Creator. 

God created man in his image, also to 
be contented and happy, and all persons 
who appreciate God's gifts and are ac­
quainted with His purposes are contented 
even among such sorry conditions as now 
prevail. That, however, ~oes not mean that 
they are not looking, working and praying 
for a better world, God's new world. They 
are. But while awaiting God's due time to 
usher in this better world they do not dis-

contentedly chafe, grumble, fret, complain 
and rebel. Realizing that its seeming delay 
is serving wise divine· purposes, and hav­
ing the necessary things to sustain life, 
they are content. Theirs is the great gain 
that comes from "godly devotion along 
with self-sufficiency."-1 Timothy 6:6-8, 
New World Trans. 

They know that soon the will of God will 
be done on earth as in heaven. That will 
mean a new world in which man will grad­
ually be uplifted to mental, moral and 
physical perfection. Nor will the discontent 
of boredom mar that perfect world so free 
from all strife and mishaps. God gave his 
intelligent creatures an insatiable curios­
ity, a hunger and thirst for knowledge. 
Thus perfect mankind will ever be learn­
ing new things, acquiring new skills, there­
by having their lives made ever richer and 

· fuller and more beautiful. 
The contentment and happiness of those 

now who understand Jehovah's purposes 
and appreciate his gifts are proof that God 
did not create man with any "divine dis­
content" and that in his new world so near 
at hand there will be no "divine discon­
tent," for all then will be contented with 
their lot and knowledge, ever a praise to 
their Creator, Jehovah God-Psalms 148 
and 150. 

The Machine Mind· 

<. For some time science has been talking about machines that do what men can 
do. Now a professor from Harvard Unlverslty ls talking about men who could be­

come machines. Professor B. F. Skinner says the world now is entering the age 
of chemical control of human behavior. In the not-too·distant future, he says, the 

emotional conditions of normal daily life probably will be maintained In any desired 
state through the use of drugs. Dr. Skinner says that mankind always has been 
under some form of control or influence by other men, But in the future, Dr. 
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Skinner said in a lecture at _the New York Academy of Science, controls will be 
more scientific and more sure in their effect. He cites one example. He predicts 

that pills eventually will be developed that wlll make fearless heroes of any and 
all soldiers whether they wish to be heroes or not. He says the drug would elim· 
inate all signs of fear In the individual, sending him into battle as the perfect 

fighting machine. 

AWAKE! 



''RELIGION is gaining ground," 
said Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, 

president of Union Theological seminary. 
''Morality is losing ground." "This conflict­
ing condition,'' he said, "is one of the most 
surprising and overlooked facts in America 
today." 

Since 1926, church membership has 
grown twice as fast as the population, while 
morals have become increasingly weak. 
From 1950 the population of the United 
States has increased 5 percent, but crime 
has jumped 20 percent. Divorce has shot 
up from one out of six marriages in 1940 to 
one out of four today. Juvenile delinquency 
has multiplied. Close to 300,000 children 
are called into court each year. Persons 
under twenty-one represent more than 50 
percent of the arrests for 
crimes against property. 
The arre!;ts of women for 
serious crimes are in­
creasing at a shocking 
rate. Racketeering and 
violence, alcoholism, nar­
cotic addiction and cor­
ruption in public affairs 
are iJJI increasing or are 
widespread. "Religion," 
said Dr. Van Dusen, "is, 
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normally, the parent and sustainer of 
morals, but thus far, the return to religion 
in our day has produced no corresponding 
-moraJ fruitage." 

In the heart of the nation's capital, 
Washington, D.C., churches are full, yet 
the city is <depicted as a moral hot spot, 
a "Babylon on the Potomac." In one Amer­
ican city more than a dozen preachers of 
varJous religions were arrested as sex de­
viates in a single police raid. In Montreal, 
Canada, a Roman Catholic priest pleaded 
guilty to five charges involving traffic in 
narcotics. He Confessed that he was a key 
figure in the biggest narcotics ring . ever 
uncovered in that city. 

Roman Catholic chaplain George B. 
Ford, an authority on social matters, is on 
record as admitting that more than three 

fifths of the juvenile de­
linquents arrested in New 
York city in the early 
part of one year were 
Roman Catholic in faith. 
This figure becomes more 
shocking when we learn 
that only about one fifth 
of the total population of 
New York city is Roman 
Catholic. 

Other statistics show 
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that an abnormally high proportion of 
prisoners in the nation's prisons are very 
religious and devout churchgoers. During 
a striking two-year period when Clinton 
and Sing Sing prisons were being flooded 
with Roman Catholic and Protestant law 
violators, not one committed in these pris­
ons during this time claimed to be ''pagan.'' 
All of them without exception professed 

' being very religious. 
What is their religion doing for them? 

It is evident that church attendance in it­
self is not an index of religious conviction. 
As Dr. Charles B. Templeton, full-time re­
vivalist of the National Council of Church­
es, New York, observed: ''There is no re· 
vival, no depth of influence being exerted 
by the churches.'' 

Therefore, we ask: What ts your reli­
gion doing for you? Is it developing in you 
a new personality that is not conformed to 
this system of things with its crimes, 
moral decline and corruption? Or do you 
still find yourself as you always were, up 
to_ your neck in the same worldly ambi­
tions and lusts? Has your religion given 
you a greater capacity for making and 
keeping true friends? Has it empowered 
you with a desire to love, as Christ loved; 
to be kind, as Christ was kind;_ to be gener­
ous, as Christ was generous? Does your 
religion help you to do honest business 
with your fellow man? Or is your religion 
confined to the church on Sunday and 
when out of church is religion a case of 
''out of sight out of mind''? Does your re­
ligion help you give your employer an hon­
est day's work? Does it mcike your home 
more harmonious, your life more orderly, 
your children more loving? 

Does your religion make your car safer 
for those on the highways and for the pe­
destrians on the streets? Does it open your 
purse to the needy? Does it make you 
humble with your opinions? Does it in­
spire you to do good to others? Does it 
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help you to see the beauty of God's crea­
tion around you? Does it make you pas­
sionately eager to want to know God, to 
serve him, to praise his name, to tell of 
all his wondrous works? Does it fill you 
with genuine love for other people, re­
gardless of their race, creed or nationality? 

Does your religion give you peace and 
joy when you practice it? And does it prick 
your conscience when you fail to do right? 
Does it give you hope, faith and courage 
to press ahead? Does it fill your life with 
understanding and your heart with love 
for God and man? If it does, your religion 
is a power to you. You are a power for 
good and righteousness. 

The religion of Christ, the Christian re­
ligion, exerts this power. 

Transforming One's Lile 
The apostle Paul, discussing the trans­

forming power of the Christian religion, 
said that those taking it up die to th~ir 
former course, but become alive to do the 
will of God. They say, as did Jesus: ''Let, 
not my will, but yours take place.'' -Luke 
22:42, New World Trans. 

To this end they train their minds on 
things above, not on the things upon the 
earth. They deaden their bodies as respects 
fornication, uncleanness, sexual appetite, 
hurtful desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. That is the way some formerly 
behaved, but Christianity has brought a 
change in them, as Paul says: ''In those 
very things you, too, once walked when 
you used to live in them. But no\v really 
put them all away from you, wrath, anger, 
injuriousness, abusive speech, and obscene 
talk out of your mouth. Do not be lying to 
one another. Strip off the old personality 
with its practices, and clothe yourselves 
with the new personality which through 
accurate knowledge is being renewed ac­
cording to the image of the one who creat-

A WAKE! 



ed. it."-Coloi;sians 3:1-11, New World 
Trans. 

That there must be a complete change of 
personality from this old world and its 
fleshly, lustful habits there cannot be the 
slightest doubt. To the Corinthians Paul 
wrote: "Do not be misled. Neither forni­
cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
men kept for unnatural purposes, nor men 
who lie with men, nor thieves, nor greedy 
persons, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
e~ortioners Will inherit Go.d's kingdom. 
And yet that is what some of you were. 
But you have been washed clean, but you 
have been sanctified, but you have been 
declared righteous in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our 
God." Only the Christian religion is power­
ful enough to transform your life to this 
extent. It will, if you will let it.-1 Co­
rinthians 6:6-11, New World Trans. 

Prove Yourselves Christian 
If Christendom's religions be Christian, 

then let them do as Paul says, wash them­
selves clean of worldly filth and ct>rrup­
tion. Let them stop killing one another as 
they did during World Wars I and II, when 
Catholic on one side killed brother Catho­
lics on the other .side of the battle lines, 
and the Protestants On one side slaugh­
tered those of the same faith on the other 
side, If the Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, 
or any other religion of Christendom be 
truly Christian, let them stop hating one 
another; let them stop hating Jehovah's 
witnesses, who preach God's kingdom; let 
them love even as Christ loved; let them 
do good even to those who despise and hate 
them, as Jesus commanded; -let them stop 
robbing and cheating one another in the 
business world; let them stop committing 
adultery and fornication! Stop their hob­
nobbing with corrupt politicians and greedy 
commercialists of this world! Stop being 
conformed to this world's image! Let them 
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stop Iytng, cheating and coVeting! Let 
them speak the truth in everything, any­
where and everywhere! Let the force of 
Christianity be made manifest in deeds and 
not in words only. Let the daily lives of 
the churchgoing millions testify whether 
Christendom's religions are Christian or 
not. For said Jesus: "By their fruits you 
will recognize them."-Matthew 7: 16, New 
World Trans. 

Alas! Christendom's religious fruits arc 
bad. Her churches are packed to overflow­
ing, but she has little good to show for it. 
Dr. Robert J. McCracken charged at New 
York's Riverside church that a "large pro­
portion" of the 54,000,000 Protestants in 
the United States are Christian in name 
only. He declared that these nominal Chris­
tians are "ignorant of what Christianity 
'stands for·in some cases, apathetic and in­
different in many more, not making any­
thing like the difference they ought to 
make, not lifting the level of personal and 
public behavior, their religion a religion a:'t 
secondhand." 

Dr. McCracken described the current re­
vival as "depressing." "There is a disturb­
ing discrepancy between the strength of 
the churches and their influence on Ameri­
can life," he said. "They are not the dy­
namic force for civic righteousness that 
they should be but are for the most part a 
quiet and moderating influence, not the 
opiate of the people, as Lenin put it, but, 
equally, they are not much of a stimulant." 
He defined secondhand reiigion as, "an 
attachment to Christianity that is tradi­
tional and conventional and at the moment 
fashionable, a matter of good form, not a 
life commitment."-The New York Times, 
May 16, 1955. 

Paul counsels Christians to keep testing 
their religion, to keep testing themselves 
to·see whether they are in the faith, "keep 
proving what you yourselves are." Test 
yourself to see whether yotJ.r religion ha·s 
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helped you to strip off the old personality 
with its practices, whether it has helped 
you to clothe yourself witb. a new person­
ality that conforms to the pattern laid 
down by Christ. If it has, there will be a 
marked change in your personality. You 
will be clothed with tender affections of 
compassion, kindness, lowliness of mind, 
mildness and long-suffering. You will con­
tinue to put up with one another and for­
give one another freely. You will clothe 
yourself wi.lrh love, for it is a perfect bond 
of union.-2 Corinthians 13:5; Colossians 
3:12-17, New World Trans. 

An Everyday Religion 
Christianity is more than a Sunday reli­

gion. It is a religion for everyday living, 
It is more than a matter of form; it is a life 
patterned after Christ. It is a :religion of 
action, power and spirit. Before you can 
mean anything to Christianity, it must 
first mean something to you. Before Chris­
tianity can bless your home, you must first 

._: Not having a tail, you do not worry 
about such a calamity, But such an event 
ls of concern to the common lizard of 
Africa, and if you asked him what he 
would do under the circumstances he 
would confidently answer: "Why, grow 
another one, of course." No, this Is no 
boast. The ability to throw off parts of 
the body and regrow them is found in 
animals such as sea stars, crabs and 
spiders as well as lizards. 

The lizard casts off his tail as a re­
stilt of nervous excitement caused by 
fear. After being severed, the tall bounds 
about by itself for a time in a flurry of 
excitement whlle the lizard lles quJet or 
steals away out of sight. So it seems that 
tail-casting is a maneuver to distract the 
enemy's attention while the lizard gets 
safely away. 
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let it bless you. You must let it influence 
you in the paths patterned after Christ. 
Otherwise you will not make progress. 
Unless you let Christian truths transform 
your life, you cannot prove to yourself.the 
good and acceptable and complete will of 
God so essential to salvation. Your religion 
will be all form, a fashion parade, a mock­
ery in the sight of God. 

Follow the apostle's advice: "Put away 
the old personality which conforms to your 
former course of conduct and which is be­
ing corrupted according to his deceptive 
desires; but that you should be made new 
in the force actuating your mind, and 
should put on the new personality which 
was created according to God's will in true 
righteousness and loving-kindness." If you 
do thi!;, you will find that true religion is 
.still "the parent and sustainer of morals," 
and an incomparable stimulant and influ­
ence toward right doing, which leads to 
everlasting life.-Ephesians 4:22-24, New 
World Trans. 

Tbe very neat mechanism that allows 
the lizard to perform this lntrtguing act 
of surgery shows the marvelous ingenuity 

· of the Creator of all living things. There 
is a definite breaking plane. In a lizard 
that has never cast his tail before this 
can be seen by a ring round the tail that 
is tree from scales. At this point the 
vertebra is split nearly across. Thus it is 
ready to be detached by a quick switch 
of the tall .. The spinal cord at that point 
narrows almost to a thread and so no 
damage is done to this essential part. 
Blood vessels in this region are constrict· 
ed and when the tall parts they are auto· 
matically ligatured, and the muscles here 
are dovetailed SQ that there is no tear· 
ing of them. · 

And having shed his tan, then what? 
Our reptile friend lives up to his boast 
and grows another! 

AWAKE-'! 



I A VE" is not too strong a term to 
use, said a ranger, when we speak 

t preserving the magnificent wonders 
of our national parks from vandals and 
from commercialization. Last year over 
50,000,000 people flocked to the park 
sanctuaries in the United States to find 
the quiet peace and inspiration that their 
pioneer ancestors knew. This year an 
even greater number of visitors are ex­
pected. And park authorities foresee some 
80,000,000 people yearly stampeding over 
the country's 24,000,000 acres of park land 
by 1966. 

To try to accommodate even half that 
number of visitors in facilities that, in 
1932, were designed to care for three and 
a half million and that have not been ma­
terially expanded since is like trying to 
cram an oversized elephant into a dainty 
china closet without suffering calamitous 
consequences. The tragedy of overcro\vd­
ing has already left its mark on the nation­
al parks. "Some of the camping grounds 
are so crowded," said the National Park 
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Service .director, Conrad · L. 
Wirth, 0 th.at· they amount to 
outdoor slums." He further 
stated that under the present 
park program, where only one 
cent of each $150 in the Federal 
budget is dt!'t'Oted to the nation­
al parks, it is impossible to pro­
Vide essential services; that 
"visitor concentration points 
can't be kept in Sanitary condi­
tion. Comfort stations can't be 
kept clean and serviced. Wa,ter, 
sewer and electrical systems are 
taxed to the utmost. Protective 

services to safeguard the 
public and preserve park 
values are far short of re­
quirements. Physical fa­
cilities are deteriorating 
or are inadequate to meet 
public needs. Some of the 

camps are approaching rural slums. We 
actually get scared when we think of the 
bad health conditions." 

A multimillion-dollar program to pro­
tect, improve and develop the parks is now 
being considered by Congress. This pro­
gram contemplates the spending of $786,-
545,600 in ten years. Park director Wirth 
called it "a realistic program," aimed at 
remedying the deplorable conditions cre­
ated in many park areas by years of war­
imposed economies, followed by an over­
whelming postwai- increase in visitors. 

Need for Empha,sizing Intangible Values 
However, money alone will not save the 

parks from becoming slums. Unless there 
is developed a proper public concept of the 
real meaning of the national parks and 
how they should be used, it is very possible 
that much of their natural, unspoiled beau­
ty will ultimately be destroyed, regardless 
of the hundreds of millions of dollars 
poured into them for their improvement. 
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Warning against the disastrous conse­
quences of overstressing the physical at­
tractions of the parks without properly 
emphasizing their higher, inspirational in­
tangible values, is the NatlonaJ Parks As­
sociation president, Sigurd F. Olson. He 
said: "Half a century of travel advertis­
ing has stressed the physical attractions of 
the parks.without emphasizing their spirit­
ual and intangible values. As a result many 
people have come to regard the national 
parks as playgrounds. Awe-inspiring spec­
tacles are often seen merely as curiosities. 
With this attitude, vandalism and careless­
ness have become major evils and refuse 
disposal a major problem." 

Unless the American people develop a 
more appreciative regard for the parks' 
spiritual and inspirational value the deter­
mination to preserve tl:)ese wonders un­
spoiled will not be present. Visitors will 
come to regard the national parks as they 
do their big city parks, merely as amuse­
ment and recreation centers. The demand 

. for more movie houses, dance halls, golf 
links, tennis courts and cocktail lounges 
will increase. "After all,'' the people will 
say, "aren't we out here to have a good 
time?" · 

The Original Concept LoBt 
Originally, .the national park lands were 

set aside to "conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and the wild­
Ufe therein ... by such means as will leave 
them unimpaired for the enjoyment of fu­
ture generations," according to the Na­
tional Park Service Act of 1916. Unless 
there is an immediate rededication to this 
original purpose, there will be little left 

. for future generations to see, because there 
is a continuous commercial undermining 
of this original concept. 

For example: In the ·heart of all natural 
wonders, Yosemite National Park itself, 
once precious for it.s inspirational mood, is 
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. now advertised as "California's All-Year 
Play land," where you can play tennis, 
swim in tiled pools, dance to live music 
and have real city fun. "This spot,'' says 
an authority, '1which Theodore Roosevelt 
once called th~ most beautiful in all the 
world, now boasts three acres of burning 
dump and smog. Lovely meadows, once 
favored by artists, have been paved with 
·eleven acres of macadam to provide park­
ing space. Warehouses and stores obstruct 
'famous views." Tank trucks sprinkle water 
in vain to keep down the dust. Campers 
line up twenty deep for the toilets. Bright 
white lights at night transform the valley 
into a city festering with ugly commereial­
ism. Souvenir stands and refreshment cen­
ters carry on full blast. Swarms of people 
move restlessly about. Dance paVilions 
throb wjth hot rhythms. The whole conces­
sionaire area takes on a carnival spirit. 
"It's like Coney Island," said a Department 
of the Interior investigator, "so crowded 
you don't even feel you're outdoors." 

The prevailing attitude, principally· 
among the younger generation that visits 
the parks, · is so completely foreign to the 
original concepts that it makes one won-

. der why they bother to come to the parks 
at all. For example: At the glorious Gla­
cier National Park a visitor who found 
no place to dance asked: "What are you 
supposed to dO-look at the scenery?1' To 
behold the awesome, massive beauty of 
hundreds of waterfalls hurling themselves 
downward. from a dozen white glaciers 
glistening in the sun was not enough to 
rivet the attention of this pleasure seeker. 
A dance floor was lacking. 

In the presence of the breath-taking 
giant sequoia trees, a group of young 
mothers inquired: "Where are the merry­
go-rounds for the kiddies?" At the Grand 
Tetons a couple in a flashy car told a 
ranger: "The devil with the scenery. 
Aren't there any good shows around 
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here?" Another party, in the presence of 
Mt. Rainier, yelled out to a park officer: 
"Hey there! We've come all the way from 
Chicago, what's there to see here?" 

Erosion Resulting from 
Improper Emphasis 

With this unappreciative attitude, van­
dalism and carelessness have becom'e ma­
jor evils and refuse disposal a serious prob­
lem. In Yellowstone Na'Qonal Park, where 
the earth lets off steam, stood a big fat 
man gazing at crystal-clear Morning Glory 
pool, most beautiful of pools. "Pretty, isn't 
it?" he said as he tossed his filthy cigar 
stub into it. Suppose the 16,435 people that 
saw the pool th_at day threw a cigar stub 
or a beer can into it, or into any of the 
pools; how long would they remain as 
treasured beauty spots? 

But cigar stubs and beer cans are mild, 
to compare with some of the things thought­
less people toss about the camp. It costs 
the park over $300 a day to pick up the 
trash. "People must think these poo1s are 
garbage cans," said a park official. Below 
the ledges, many pools, which were once 
white and clean beneath blue water, are 
now covered with a scab of dirty brown 
pennies, befouled with beer cans, pop bot­
tles, sodden cracker boxes and other 
garbage. "If you'll pardon me for saying 
so," said a ranger, "some of these pools 
look like unfiushed toilets." 

Others must scribble their names on 
everything or walk away with souvenirs. 
There are those who dig up plants and 
trees. Some come armed with shovels; 
others dig with tire-changing tools, screw 
drivers and knives. One woman even used 
her knitting needles to loosen the dirt 
around a tempting plant. Professional 
criminals are growing in proportion to the 
crowds, J?Vidently figuring the park areas 
to be easy pickings. One park authority 
made the statement that on some days he 
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thought the parks were "overrun either by 
~oramuses" or by "kleptomaniacs keep.. 
ing in practice while on vacation." It was 
hard to tell which. 

As crowds increase the job of policing 
the grounds becomes more difficult. Yet 
Yellowstone National Park, with six times 
as many visitors last summer as in 1931, 
had 20 fewer rangers on hand to handle 
the traffic, prevent thievery and vandal­
ism and protect against forest fires. Twice 
as many visitors swarmed into the Yosem­
ite valley last year as in 1941; still there 
were fewer rangers on hand to handle 
them. At one park a visitor spent three 
days on a trail without seeing a ranger. 
More rangers and naturalists are urgently 
needed. 

Bow to Appreciate the Parka 
Today the problems peculiar to one park 

are like those of almost all other national 
parks. There are far too many people with 
too few facilities and personnel to handle 
them. To prevent the parks from being 
stampeded to death by millions who have 
no regard for them, an entirely new con­
cept of their higher inspirational and spir­
itual values must be emphasiZed. This 
means restating constantly that travelers 
bent on recreation and amusement, who 
are seeking diversion in the form of swim­
ming, golf, dancing, movies, tennis, etc., 
can find them amply provided in places 
other than national parks developed pri­
marily as places for inspirational and edu­
cational purposes. 

This concept, however, in no way inter­
feres with those who desire to flee congest­
ed cities to the parks for relaxation. Rath­
er, it emphasizes the need of preserving 
the pristine grandeur of the national parks 
for this and future generations, for those 
who derive refreshment in the quietude 
of unspoiled natural spaces. 

Among these prize natural wonders it 
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ls the little things, the sights, the sounds 
and the smells, that often create the last­
ing impressions. City visitors must allow 
some time for the city to wear off and 
time for the body to absorb the natural 
surroundings. Those who flitter from park 
to park, trying to see so many places in a 
limited time, return h6me confused, not 
understanding or appreciating all they 
have seen. It is better to select only one 
or two parks, at most, for a vacation. Upon 
arrival, ge°' out of the car, get away from 
the main roads as far as you can, sev­
eral hundred yards at least. Spend some 
time on the trails. This will result in a 
whole new concept of the parks. 

Take your time as you move about the 
park. Hurried visitors often miss the best , 
the parks have to offer. Full inspiration 
comes tO those who have a more lingering 
contact with nature. Listen to the sym­
phony of the outdoors, to the songs of 
birds, to the rustle of the leaves; smell the 
scented trails; thrill in seeing the carpets 
of blue lupines, the fields of white phlox, 
the rolling hills of yellow buttercups and 
the plumes of bear grass sprinkling the 
deep green meadows; study the graceful 
swan on a glimmering lake, or watch the 
nimble bighorn sheep up among the mas­
sive peaks; delight in the dozens of crystal 
rivulets cascading downward to splash in 
sparkling diffusion; feel the power in the 
thunder of a waterfall; gaze up through 

the giant timbers at an eagle soaring high 
in a sea of blue; sense how silently billowy 
clouds slip by. 

Here is quietude away from the twrbu­
lent world of civilization, where wonders 
that measure into the thousands of years 
cause the pressures of modem life to fall 
away. Wrote John Muir: ''Climb the 
mountains and get their good tidings; na­
ture's peace will flow into you as sunshine 
flows into trees. The winds will blow their 
own freshness into you and storms their 
energy-while cares will drop off like au­
tumn leaves.'' 

Here in nature's wonderland, alone with 
God, contact is made with immensity and 
space, where serenity and equilibrium are 
regained. Here is peace. Here is a solitude 
that is soothing, that is deeply enriching 
and everlasting. Here are literature, music 
and art in their highest forms-rare, mag­
nificent treasures, precious masterpieces, 
superlative gems, contributions all to the 
highest thoughts of man-the inspiration­
al, the spiritual. 

It would be a pity to permit these sanc­
tuaries to deteriorate into carnival side 
shows. Preserve them for their crowning 
value. Save them to inspire thoughts and 
praise of the God who made them: ''O 
Jehovah, how manifold are thy works! In 
wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth 
is full of thy riches.''-Psalm 104:24, 
Am. Stan. Ver. 

I NO ONE STOOD UP I 
'ii' There Is a story circulating throughout Moscow. Moscow diplomats believe it 

to be fictional but especially apt. Reported the New Yrirk Times of March 26, 1956: 
''During Communist Party Secretary Nikita S. Khrushchev's denunciation of Stalin 

at the Twentieth Party Congress last month he is said to have received an anony. 
mous note reading: 'What were you doing when Stalin was alive?' Mr. Khrushchev 

read the note to the Congress and said: 'There is no signature on this note. Will 
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the author please stand up?' No one stood up. 'I will count to three,' Mr. Khrush­
chev said. 'Then let the author rise.' Mr. Khrushchev counted to three. No one 

stood up. 'All right, comrades,' Mr. Khrushchev said. 'Now you know what I was 
doing when Stalin was alive. I didn't stand up either.''' 
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P ERHAPS 
you have 

never stopped 
to give it much 
th.ought, but 
the calendar is 
not the same as 
it used to be, 
nor is it the 
same as it prob­
ably will be in 
year! to come. 
Everyone uses 
it. Many per­
sons carry a 
small nne in 
their wallet; 
others have 
one or a dozen 
hung on the 
walls of their ~-
homes. But do i1l¥ff!i.'flljlil"llll """"""'­
you know why 
it is the way it is and why there is now dis­
cussion about changing it? AsC. R. Decker, 
editor of the Journal of Calendar Reform, 
said: "The calendar, one of the earliest of 
man's inventions, has been subject to 
change after change and still is not satis­
factory." Why so much difficulty? 

The natural unit of time measure is the 
day, fixed by the rotation of the earth on 
its axis, and su~Iy no one would attempt 
to establish an arrangement that ignored 
that fact. AnothE!r natural unit of time to 
which our calendars endeavor to cOn:form 
is the tropical year, governed by earth's 
revolution about the sun. If this were not 
so, the seasons would -come at Vatying 
times on our calendar each year. But a 
problem arises in that the day, which is 
twenty-four hours long, cannot be equally 
divided into the tropical year of 365 days, 
5 hours, 48 minutes and 45.51 seconds. Add 
to -this the fact that the moon, the other 
outstanding heavenly body commonly used 
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to mark time, 
sets off periods 
that neither di­
vide evenly in­
to the tropical 
year nor can be 
divided evenly 
by the number 
of solar days in 
a month, and 
you will have 
a view of the 
principal prob­
lems that con­
front calendar 
makers. 

As has been 
noted, calen­
dars are noth­
ing ·new. They 
have been used 
since earliest 
times, even 

since the days of Adam. The prerequisites 
to a calendar are writing, the knowledge of 
an astronornical period and its value in 
timekeeping, and a fixed date for a start­
ing point. 

Adam had these. He knew the art of 
writing, himself composing a historical 
record. (Genesis 5:1) He surely knew the 
value of the heavenly luminaries for time­
keeping, for he evidently recorded Jeho­
vah's statement: ''Let luminaries ... make 
a division between the day and the night, 
and they must serve as signs and for seasons 
and for days and years." (Genesis 1: 14, New 
World Trans.) As for a starting date, what 
could serve better than the very start of 
human life, the time of Adam's creation? 
So we are not surprised to note in the ac­
count in Genesis chapters 7 and 8 that 
Noah used a very definite calendar alTange­
ment, marking off his time into seven-day 
periods and thirty-day months, which, in­
stead of being named, were numbered. 
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lt has long been a practice to mark time 
by outstanding events that regularly recur. 
For example, those who live close to na­
ture often use the times of seed-.sowing 
and harvest, the spring rains, blackberry 
month, calving time, or the full moon to 
mark time, just as you might use the name 
of a month for the same purpose. How­
ever, it is even more prominent in histor­
ical records that events were often dated 
according 10 the life of an outstanding in­
dividual of the time. The Flood, . we are 
told, came "in the six hundredth year of 
Noah's life." (Genesis 7:11) In the "first 
year of Cyrus king of Persia, ... Jehovah 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus" to make a 
proclamation concerning the restoration of 
the Jewish remnant to their homeland and 
the rebuilding of the temple there. (Ezra 
1:1, Am. Stan. Ver.) And "in the tifteenth 
year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea" John the Baptist began his minis­
try in the wilderness by the Jordan. (Luke 
3:1, New World Tram.) This type of calen­
dar, as indicated by the references given, 
was apparently carried over from the pre­
ftood world. 

The earliest calendars dated from the 
fall of the year. Not until their exodus 
from Egypt did the Israelites change to 
another tinie for the beginning of their 
year. But then Jehovah God himself in~ 
structed concerning the spring month 
Abib: "This month will be the start of 
the months for you. It will be the first of 
the months of the year for you." (Exodus 
12:2, New World Trans.) Later on, when 
the Jews returned from Babylonian captiv­
ity in 537B.C., they were again dating from 
the fall, using the spring month only to 
mark the beginning of the sacred year for 
religious purposes, and the beginning of 
the regnal year of their kings, The Jews 
recognized the problems to be met in 
calendar-making, so, while· they marked 
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the beginning of each month by actual ob­
servation of the appearance of the new 
moon, they sought to compensate for the 
difference between this and the tropical 
year by adding, or intercalating, the extra 
month Ve-Adar seven times in each nine· 
teen-year period. 

Let us briefly turn our attention to some 
of the other peoples of the world and ob· 
serve the varied calendars that they em· 
ployed. The Egyptians, for example, among 
the earliest in this fleld, set the beginning 
of the year by the heliacal (pertaining to 
the sun) rising of the star Sothis, which 
occurred about the time the Nile over· 
flowed its banks. However, Sothis, or Sirius, 
rose the accumulated total of one day late 
every four years. The educated ones in 
Egypt came to know this, but they did not 
make any adjustment; so in 1,460 years, 
which is called_ a Sothic period, the be· 
ginning of their year went the entire round 
of the calendar, coming back at last to 
its starting point. That put their calendar 
just one year ahead of what it would have 
been if properly regulated. 

The Mayans devised a marvelously ac· . 
curate table of astronomical information 
that served their civilization in Guatemala 
and Yucatan. It is said that by means of 
their calendar any day in 65 million years 
could be identified. It called for eighteen 
twenty-day months in the year, with five 
extra days being added at the end to adjust 
the difference between the sola.r year and 
their calendar. 

The Greeks, using their date for the 
origin of the Olympic games (776 B.C.) 
as a starting paint, divided up the 30-day 
month into decades or lO·day periods. 
Later they alternated between 29- and 30-
day months and finally, in the fifth century 
B.C., began to employ intercalary months 
on the basis of the 19-year cycle. This car· 
ried over to the Roman rule. But when 
Julius Caesar took hold of the problem of 

AWAKE.' 



calendar reform the situation was deplor-­
able. The year consisted of just ten months, 
rwming from March through December. 
The time corresponding to January and 
February was ignored. It was wintertime, 
there was virtually no activity, so it had 
been felt that there was no need for a 
calendar. And by now the vernal equinox 
was falling about two months late. 

Julian and Gregorian Calendars 
The Greek astronomer Sosigenes ac­

cepted Caesar's invitation to endeavor to 
adjust the calendar. What the Egyptians 
had observed to be true he confirmed, 
namely, that the year ran about 365-1 days, 
but now he proposed that an extra day be 
added to the calendar every fourth year 
to compensate for that fraction of a day. 
Thus the Julian calendar brought in the 
use of leap years. While it was an improve­
ment, still it left errors that would call for 
further adjustment in the future_. The 
Julian calendar came into use in the year 
46 B.C., which is supposed to be the 708th 
year from the founding of Rome. Later, 
along in the sixth century, a monk calcu­
lated what he considered to be the Chris­
tian era, and thereafter the dates of the 
calendar were changed to count from the 
date when Christ was thought to have been 
born. 

There was no outstanding complaint 
against the Julian calendar until the six­
teenth century. But by then the discrep­
ancy in the Julian calendar that accumu­
lated at the rate of one day every 128 
years had moved the vernal equinox back 
from March 21 to March 10. Lilius, a 
phys).cian of Verona, took hold of the situ­
ation and worked out a suggested altera­
tion. Although he died, his brother pre-
30nted. the calendar to Pope Gregory XIII, 
whose name is now attached to it. In 1582 
it was put into effect by papal proclama­
tion, which suppressed ten days in October 
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of that year. So the day after October 4 
became October 15, thus restoring the 
equinox to its former position. The Grego­
rian calendar follows the same principle as 
the Julian except that an extra day, mak­
ing a leap year, is added only to the years 
whose number can be divided by 4, and 
century years are common unless divlsible 
by 400. That made the calendar quite ac­
curate, allowing for an error of only one 
day in over 3,300 years. 

However, should you want a more pre­
cise system, you might consider the rule 
adopted in Russia in 1918: "Century years 
shall be leap years only in case their num­
bers when divided by nine give a remain~ 
der of two or six." This reduces the differ­
ence between the year as marked by our 
calendar and that marked off by the sun 
to one day in 29,000 years. Or there is the 
suggestion by Professor T. A. Bickerstaff, 
of the University of Mississippi: "Every 
year divisible by four shall be a leap year 
excepting years divisible by 21.'' By this 
method there would be a difference of only 
one day in 90,000 years. For all practical 
purposes it hardly seems that any more 
precise rule is needed. 

The World Calendar 
Now once again there is a movement, 

in the U.N., toward calendar reform. This 
time, though, the effort is not to change 
the basic calendar arrangement. It is de­
signed, rather, to eliminate the problems 
in our present calendar by making the 
same dates fall on the sam'e days each 
year, making more neal'ly consistent the 
number of days in the months, and equaliz­
ing the number of worl{:ing days in each 
quarter of the year. While there is particu­
lar advantage in the change for business­
men, the effect might be good elsewhere 
too. In India it is reported that there are 
now about thirty different calendars in 
use. The confusion is so great that even 
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from one village to the next a change in 
calendar is found. This has resulted in 
riots, because the people could not agree 
on what day a feast should be celebrated. 
How would the world calendar correct the 
situation? It would insti'hlte a uniform sys-. 
tern that could be employed bY the people 
of all nations. 

So by means of the World Calendar it is 
proposed that, beginning in 1961, the first 
day of each year fall on Sunday. The first 
month of each quarter, that is January, 
April, July and October, wouldhave31 days 
and all the other months would have 30 
days, with an extra day called ''Worlds­
day'' added after December 30. The years 
that require it would have Leapyear Day, 
another ''Worldsday,'' added to the end of 
June. By thus not calling the two added 
days by one of the regular names of the 
days of the week, days and dates would 
corresppnd each year. 

It might seem that it would be simple 
to put the new calendar-into operation, but 
obje'ctions arise. It is not merely a problem 
of mathematical adjustment. The calendar 
has become a social instiWtion, and such 
cannot be changed overnight. Some ortho­
dox religious groups object to having the 
sequence of the seven-day week broken 
by ''Worldsday.'' With others it is a matter 
of apathy. But Mr. Decker nicely states 
the matter this way: ''It is not a radical 
innovation; it is simp1y a refinement of 
the existing Gregorian calendar; it retains 
all the progress that has been achieved by 
calendar-makers in the past; it clears ~way 
the absurdities, and it makes much simpler 
the whole business and economic life of 
our country.'' 

Whatever changes may be made, the real 
problem still remains the problem of agree­
ment. No improvement of the calendar can 
be regarded as entirely successful unless it 
is generally accepted throughout the earth. 

[wHERE DOES THE CHURCH STAND?] 

ly ''Awak•I" corre1p11nden1 In Norway 

er. Bishop Johannes Smemo tried to give an 
answer to that question in a discourse at the 
joint sitting of the diocese council in Novem· 
ber, 1955. He concluded that it does not stand 
where it should. 
er. As to why 1t does not, he said: ''It was be· 
cause those who should be the proclaiiners 
of God's law did not preach and llve it so 
forcibly as to strike our conscience- as God's 
law. Maybe they did not dare to proclaim it 
uncompromisingly as it is. Doing so always 
brings opposition. Probably it also cohered 
to the fact that the Christians themselves 
were defiled bY the trend of relativity. , .. 
For the greatest part we stuck to the wen. 
trodden paths and followed the course where 
there was least opposition. We had no courage 
to and did not want to start aealing with 
unknown and difficult problems. We ar· 
ranged impressive assemblies in our own 
halls and even experimented on a tew show· 
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windows. But mostly we sat and waited for 
the public to come instead of going out like 
advertising agents and canvassers. I use meta­
phors which I know seem to be in bad taste. 
However, this is not a time for fine taste or 
high ideals, but of gettfug things done/ that 
mean salvation to people.'' 
ct Quite a sizable admission! But more is re­
qu\red than merely admitting failures. One 
must meet the consequences. And since the 
churcb has not changed from the course 
Bishop Smemo describes, what shOuld the 
people do? Revelation 18:4 (New World 
Trans.) instructs: ••Get out of her, my peo· 
pie, if you do not want to share with her in 
her sins, and if you do not want to receive 
part of her plagues.'' Join with a people who 
do not follow the course of least resistance, 
who uncompromisingly proclaim Bible truths, 
and who, since Jesus and the apostles were 
''advertising agents and canvassers'' for faith, 
do not consider following in their steps to be 
in any kind of poor taste! 
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pleasant temperatures for indefinite perio& of 
time without the dread of their growing old, stal­
ing, molding or spoiling. They will stay as fresh 
as ever. With cheap, plentiful radiation on hand 
from atomic wastes, preservation of food bY cold 
sterilization is predicted to outmod.e canning and 
freezing methods now used. 

However, if you now own an icebox, free'Ler or 
a refrigerator, you had better hang on to it, be­
cause irradiated foods have still a long way to 
go before entering the commercial field. Accord­
ing to Dr. C. M. McCay of Cornell laboratories. it 
will be at least another two years before radiated 
foods will appear for commercial use-"first for 
grains and potatoes and then eventually for meats 
in about five years." He said: "Radiation will 
definitely not entirely replace refrigeration." 

Atomic food preservation the­

IRRADIATED FOODS 
ory is rather simple. Like all 
organic matter, food contains 
growing microorganisms that 
spoil it. These germs are either 
killed or restrained in. their 
growth by canning or freezing. 
However, some few bacteria may 
survive and these begin to mul­

StnqTnuh, 
LONGER 

~ H
OUSEWIVES, farm­
ers, meat packers and 

food distributors are all 
talking about a new proc­

ess that might revolutionize the canning 
and refrigeration industries and permit 
room-temperature Storage and shipment of 
fresh vegetables and meat to all parts of 
the world without the need of refrigeration 
or the danger of spoiling. That new process 
of food sterilization is by atomic radiation. 
Food is exposed to electrons given off by 
a radioactive isotope until it becomes 
sterilized. 

The experts say that soon now house­
wives will be ordering irradiated packages 
of such things as chops and steaks, carrots 
and cream puffs, Brussels sprouts and 
fresh asparagus, chicken and codfish cakes, 
etc., and stack them on pantry shelves in 

AUGUST 8, 1956 

tiply and eventually increase· to a point 
where the food spoils. But when food is 
exposed to atomic radiation, the rays pene­
trate the meat and kill all food-spoiling 
bacteria. When all bacteria are killed, the 
food is sterile and may keep for longer 
periods, if protected from the atmosphere 
in sealed packages or cans. 

If food is irradiated in an airtight con­
tainer, which will not allow other bacteria 
to enter, there is no reason why the con­
tents cannot remain fresh indefinitely. 
Fresh meats, fruits and vegetables could 
be prepackaged and then sterilized. This 
would allow them to have a long shelf-life 
without need for refrigeration. It has been 
found possible to sterilize foods in every 
known type of container-metal, fiber, 
plastic or glass. However, under radiation 
ordinary glass turns a brownish shade. 
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Foods exposed to radiation are not made 
radioactive; therefore, they have no germ­
kllllng power. If left -exposed on a shelf, 
irradiated foods will absorb genns from 
the air and spoil Since the food is not 
made radioactive, it is not harmful. It is 
safe to eat. "More than 1,000 experiment­
ers already have munched radiated chow" 
without any noticeable ill effects. In ex­
periments rats were fi:!d a diet consisting 
entirely of nine irradiated foods for nine 
months. J?eports show that "growth, re­
production and performance of these ani­
mals was 'quite satisfactory.'" 

The chief objection against irradiated 
foods has been the_ production of off fla­
vors, odors and discoloration. Especially 
is this true in meats and dairy products. 
Professor L. E. Brownell, supervisor of the 
University of Michigan laboratory, shud­
dered when he sniffed a highly radiated 
hamburger. "Sterilized meat smells like a 
dog when it comes in after a rain," he 
said "And it tastes about like it smells." 

Dr. Lloyd L. Kempe, associate professor 
in the University of Michigan Medical 
School, called the odor of certain irradi­
ated foods "putrid." Dr. H. W. Schultz, 
food technologist at Oregon State College, 
listed milk, cheese, bananas; orange juice 
and some cured meat products as "notori­
ous" examples of undesirable flavors when 
irradiated. Milk exposed to stiff doses of 
·radiation smells and tastes something like 
garlic. And butter tastes rancid and looks 
like lard. However, Dr. Schultz said that 
a taste panel gave asparagus, bacon, green 
beans, beef liver, broccoli and some other 
foods a taste rating of "good." Scores of 
research organizations are trying to solve 
the bad-odor and -taste problem, but so 
far without much success. 

Professor Brownell stated: "At first we 
may have to be satisfied with Iow-level­
radiation pasteurization of food rather 
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than sterilization by - means of heavy 
doses." While lower doses of radiation 
seem to kill or slow down many of the 
food-spoiling bacteria, they do not appear 
to change the natural taste and smell of 
the food. Yet lower doses seem to length­
en many times the shelf-life of refrigerated 
and prepackaged fresh foods. Small doses 
of radiation do not kill all the bacteria. So 
the food is not fully sterilized, but only 
pasteurized. Spoiling is, therefore, not pre­
vented, but merely postponed. 

Eliminating Trichinosis 
Irradiating park with gamma rays def­

initely eliminates any danger of its trans­
mitting trichinosis. Trichinosis, a parasitic 
infection contracted from eating contami­
nated and improperly cooked pork, now -
afiects 16 percent of all Americans. One of 
the top authorities on trichinosis, Dr. S. E. 
Gould, declared that the disease may be 
completely wiped out by irradiating all hog 
carcasses in the packing house. Radiation 
"definitely kills trichini in pork," stated 
Dr. McCay. 

Despite the charge of radiation, experi­
menters say that "no radioactivity is in­
duced in the pork and no hann results 
from ingestion of the pork." And what is 
more, the flavor is not affected and the 
treatment is relatively cheap. A group of 
researchers at the University of Michigan 
has now calculated that this treatment 
should add only about two-tenths of a cent 
per pound to the meat. 

A mild radiation dose will also kill all 
known insects that attack cereal grains. 
Dr. Bernard E. Proctor, head of the Massa­
chusetts Institute of Technology's depart­
ment of food technology, said that "such 
treatment can be accomplished l:Jy passing 
the grain in a thin layer on a moving belt 
under an electron beam. The speed of the 
belt can be regulated so that th~ grain 
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will receive the proper dose to kill adult 
insects, eggs, larvae or pupal forms. Doses 
are below those that would adversely af­
fect the germin8.ting ability of the grains 
if planted." 

Dr. McCay asserts: "With very modest 
radiation insects are 1 definiteIY destroyed 
without damaging foodstuffs. Radiation 
does prblong life of root crops, especially 
potatoes for storage. Present storage of 
potatoes can be prolonged from 8 months 
to•11 years by means of radiation." Usu­
ally potatoes sprout or rot after six 
months. At the U.S. Atomic Energy Com­
mission's Brookhaven National Laboratory 
on Long Island irradiated potatoes two 
years 1 old are still as good as new. The 
irradiated potatoes have a slightly differ­
ent taste, but some who tasted them pre­
ferred them. 

Fears of Irradiated Foods 
Some fear that irradiated foods may 

produce undesirable effects in later years. 
W. B. Rankin of the Federal Food and 
Drug Administration declared: "Data are 
needed on ... the possibility of the irradi­
ated products being toxic (for example, 
capable of producing cancer over a . long 
period)." Commenting on this the New 
York Times, July 24, 1955, said: "The pos­
sibility that radiation may incite cancer in 
living animals cannot be dismissed. Ex­
periments made in the United States and 
other countries with mice fed on irradi­
ated food have not borne out this posSi-

bility, but they have shown that growth is 
retarded and that there ls a loss in activity 
and an increase in the death rate. The 
cause is not the fonnatiori of harmful 
products but the destruction of vitamins 
and other constituents of food." 

That atomic radiation partly destroys 
necessary vitamins besides killing harmful 
bacteria is a fact well known. Some au­
thorities state that the loss in nutritive 
quality is "severe.'' For example, Science 
Digest for July, 1953, reported that "in 
the Columbia tests, 70 percent of the vita­
min A in raw whole milk was destroyed 
by a six-hour exposure to the gamma radi­
ation. During this period, 37 percent of 
the riboflavin (vitamin B~2) was de­
stroyed, as was all the reduced ascorbic 
acid, a relatively unstable form of vita­
min C." 

Professor McCay says that "two-thirds 
of the thiamine is destroyed in meat. This 
is about twice the destruction from cook­
ing. Some of the other vitamins such as 
pyridoxine and riboflavin are also partly 
destroyed. Irradiated fats in meat tend 
to produce peroxide compounds which in 
tum destroy the vitamin E and part of 
the A." 

The results of the experiments con­
ducted by laboratories both in the United 
States and in Britain over a period of 
years are promising, but by no means con­
clusive. Studies are expected to continue 
for at least another two years before any 
conclusive report will be forthcoming. 

"WHY SHOULD Goo INTERVENE?" 

CI. "I! America has an economic collapse, communism will overrun the earth unless 
God intervenes." Those words were spoken at a labor meeting in Tampa, Florida, 
by former United States Senator Claude Pepper. The Dania (Florida) Press· 
Record of Niivember 11, 1955, in its column "Bays Cather's Random Thoughts," 
c-ommented on Senator Pepper's statement: "'Why should God intervene?' I wish 
to ask. Do the powers that be in present govj:!rnments consult God about how 
to govern the people? My experience is that they do like the people in Noah's 
day, and like the Pharisees did Jesus of Nazareth. When you mention following 
the course laid out in the Bible. God's. Word, they try to laugh you to scorn." 
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l>l'oppinq in for lHndlona _ ... .,; On Ike HOl"M of a DUemma. 

Chiet Warrant omcer Willie Wind· 
ham broke up a tennis game 1n 
Washington, but aU he wanted to do 
was ask for directions. Windham 
got lost in Washin_gton recently 
while looking.tor the Walter Reed 
Hospital. He thought he would ask 
for directions. Nothing unusual about 
thiS-except that Windham was :fly· 
ing a ·helicopter at the time. So he 
dropped in on a tennis court. With 
eyes bulging, the players gave dlrec· 
tiomt. Then Windham whirled away 
as suddenly as he had come, leaving 
the players too flustered to continue 
the game. 

;, 

British glider pilot Jim Helder recently had an agon. 
izlng choice to make. Should he crack up in a cornfield 
or land h1s bright-red glider in a smooth pasture occu­
pied by two bulls? tie chose the pasture. J1.Unping 
from the gllder he waved a big unfolded map at the 
bulls. One retreated. But the other wan unimpressed, 
and, like any sell-respectJng bull that sees red, charged 
full force at the delicate, 50-toot aircralt. After re­
ducing the glider to splinters, the bull turned his at· 
tention on an auto that rushed into the pasture to 
save the airman. The driver honked his horn to scare 
the bull. But the bull had a horn or two himself. He 
aimed them and charged, smashing a hole in a trailer 
behind the auto before the men got away. If there Is 
any mora1i., to the story, it must be: never get caught 
on the horns of a dilemma-or a bull. 

!JI Not Speedh••· .Jud Fifing Loto 

On the New York State Thruway a state police car was 
chasing a speeder. As the speeder was almost within the arms 
of the police, something struck the aerial of the police car­
of all things, an airplane! Though not exactly speeding, the 
pilot was flying too low. In court the pilot pleaded guuty anu 
was fined $25. The motorist? He got away. 

,. 1"81 Blow It Vp! 

When they talk about blowing up a plane in Akron, Ohio, 
they are not talking about putting a bomb to it. The Goodyear 
.Aircraft Corporation in Akron has come up with a new plane 
made ot a balloonlJke fabrlc that can be Jnflated with an: ordi· 
nary tire pump. When deflated, the plane fits Into the trunk 
of a passenger car. Aside from the engine and Its support, 
the only other metal parts are those connecting the wheels 
and the pUot's seat to the fuselage. The rubber plane ls a high.· 
winged monoplane. Its fuselage is a simple hollow balloon. 
Mounted atop and behind the wing is the two-cycle 40-horse­
power engine. The pilot sits in the nose and controls the plane 
with an ordinary joystick. Needing only a 200-yard run· 
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way, the piane can reach 60 
miles an hour air speed. 
One thing was not made 
clear: what to do in case 
of a blowout. 

" ,, 

Ci Animal Antiail'et'a/f 

In the snowy wllds of 
northern Minnesota two 
young fliers in a light pli­
va te plane attempted to buzz 
a timber wolf and his mate. 
As the plane swooped low 
the fliers !elt that the plane 
had been hit by a sur!ace­
to-alr guided mtssUe. It had. 
The she-wolf leaped up and 
sanlt her teeth into one of 
the plane's sltls. Her 100-
pound weight caused the 
plane to crash. Though the 
she-wolf was killed in the 
crash, the two fliers escaped 
unharmed. But they soon 
had to deal with a surface­
to·surface missUe-an angry 
woll. The fliers turned back 
the attack with an ax; the 
whole experience left them 
with more respect for ani­
mal· antJaircraft. 
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I DISUNITY WITHIN 

''THEY have healed 
the wound of my 

people lightly, .saying, 
'Peace, peace,' when 
there is no peace." Those 
words first addressed to ;, · .· , " ' ·· 
the nation of Judah some 
2,500 years ago may well be ''.I; ... 
applied today to its descendants, 
and particularly since the forming 
of the state of Israel.-Jeremiah 6: 14, Rev. 
Stan. Ver. 

Because of the success of Zionism and 
its effective publicity organization, it 
might be thought that all is peaceful and 
harmonious within Judaism, but such is 
not the case by any means. In· fact, the 
success of Zionism has made the internal 
disunity more apparent. as there is no 
longer the heed to overlook differences for 
the sake of survival. And the Jews seem 
to have a predilection for differences 
among themselves. 

Thus one Jewish publication quotes the 
old proverb, ''Where there are ten Jews you 
will find twelve opinions.'' The late Rabbi 
Wise worried much over the divisiveness 
of his people. And in discussing Jewish 
disunity Dr. Nahum Goldmannc a world 
leader of Zionism, once stated: ''No peO. 
ple is more endangered by such tendencies 
to be fanatic and uncompromising than the 
Jewish people, the stiff-necked people de. 
scribed in the :Sible."-New York Times, 
May 25, 1953. 

This disunity is seen within the state of 
Israel. There the friction between the 
capitalistic and socialistic, the democratic 
and the ''theocratic'' elements was so pro­
nounced that it became necessary for 
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David Ben-Gurion to 
come out of retirement 
and again take up the 
reins as Israel's prime 
minister, Thi!<: rii!':l.1nitv 

is so hitter that 1Utas 
~n 11Jt--1X!SSibJe for Israel 

up to the present time to 
replace her temoorarv consti-

tution with a oerrnanent one. 
Certain elements are determined to make 
Israel a so-called theocratic state, others 
are determined that it shall be a social­
istic one, and still others that in it free 
enterprise shall prevail. 

Ben-Gurion's socialistic Mapai party not 
having a majority, he has formed a work­
ing coalition with the help of the Orthodox 
parties, who account for seventeen seats 
out of the 120 of Israel's Knesset or parlia­
ment For their support they have re­
quired that orthodox dietary and sabbath 
regulations prevail, at least as far as the 
Jews are concerned. As a result it might 
be said that today there is religious free­
dom in Israel for non..Jews and Orthodox 
Jews but not for the Reform or modern 
Jews, who are considered as apostates! To 
some observers it appears that Ben-Gurion 
is more interested in his socialistic schemes 
than in democracy or he would have Wlited 
with the Maparn party, which believes in 
free enterprise. 

Anti-Zionist Judaism 
There is considerable ill-feeling among 

Zionists over the question of whether 
every Zionist is obligated to return to 
Israel, but there is still stronger disagree­
ment in Judaism as regards the right of 
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Zionism to speak for all Jews. The Ameri­
can Council for Judaism strongly denies 
that ''Zionism is Judaism at its fullest and 
strongest,'' and particularly resents the 
claim of Ben-Gurion that ''the state of Is­
rael differs from all other states in that it 
is not only the state of its own citizens but 
also of the entire Jewish people'' wherever 
they live. 

These Jews find the nationalistic aspira­
tions of Zionism especially noxious, stand­
ing on the principle entmciated by certain 
Reform Jews some hundred years ago, 
namely: ''We consider ourselves no longett 
a nation, but a religious community, and 
therefure expect neither a return to PaJes­
tine nor a sacrificial worship under the ad­
ministration of the sons of Aaron, nor the 
restoration of the laws concerning the 
Jewish state.'' 

Instead of stressing the difference be­
tween Jews and other Americans these 
would minimize it. They consider Judaism 
a tmiversa.1 religion that has ''depth, vision 
and appeal,'' and so hold that ''there need 
be no nationalistic accoutrements or trap­
pings, no secular separatism or isolation­
ism of an a1legedJy unique 'people.' '' 

Led by Reform rabbis, these Jews hold 
that they are not a people with dual citi­
zenship, and they look forward to a time 
when they will be accepted by all in the 
same way as other American nationals are. 
Regarding Zionist efforts to the contrary, 
one of them said: ''The efforts of the 
Israeli government and the Zionist move­
ment to construe Judaism as a nationalism 
with special relationships between Israel 
and non-Israel Jews we believe to be re­
pugnant to the vast majority of American 
.JeWs.'' 

The contention of these Jews is that 
Zionism is becoming more and more na­
tionalistic and less and less philanthropic. 
In support of their pasition they point to 
Switzerland's refusal to permit a meeting 
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of Zionists in Geneva in February, 1956.. 
''Swiss concern for the country's neutral­
ity has made it impossible to hold a meet­
ing of world Jewish organizations in 
Geneva,'' said the New York Times, Jan­
uary 27, 1956. For fifty years Zionists had 
been holding congresses in Switzerland and 
they could have held their meeting there 
in 1956 had they agz eed not to issue any 
political propaganda. 

Objection to Zionist Tactics 
The American Council for Judaism also 

strenuously objects to the terrorist and 
propaganda tactics used by.Zionist Jews. 
In this they had the support of the late 
Juaah L. Maimes for many, many years 
cnance11or of the Hebrew University at 
Jerusalem. He once stated that Jewish 
nationalism was 'Unhappy, .chauvinistic. 
narrow and terrorii::.tir in the best style of 
European nationalism.'' The assassination 
of Count Bernadotte, the United Nations 
mediator, and his associate by a Jewish 
terrorist gang and the present retaliatory 
tactics of Israel are cases in point. 

Also creating di$'Ullity among the Jews, 
points out the council, is the pressuring of 
politicians by Zionists. According to coun­
cil Jews, no American citizen bas the right 
to agitate in favor of a foreign nation. Its 
spokesmen· term Zionist propaganda as 
''ruthless and. unscrupulous in the pres­
sures it exerts on Jews and Gentiles." They 
also accuse Zionism of trying to exercise 
control ''over the press and other sources 
of information,'' and also object to the us­
ing of funds gathered to relieve needy 
Jews for political or nationalistic puri)oses. 

Anti-7.innist Jews also like to quote 
Albert -Einsteir who, though an ardent 
Zionist, cautioned Israel as follows: ''There 
is much ground for congratulation, also 
for serious concern. It is important to 
reach an 'understanding with the Arabs: 
to do tbi$ is the responsibility-not of the 
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Arabs, not Of the British, but Of the Jews. 
And to reach this understanding is not 
less important than the founding of new 
institutions in Palestine.'' 

Current events indicate that Einstein's 
concern was well-founded. Thus the New 
York Tim.es, in a very frien,dly biograph­
ical sketch of Ben-uunon, nevertheless 
·had this to say regarding him: ''In debatf' 
in the Knesset [Israel's parliament], he 
displays such tartness and impatience with 
those who disagree that some detractors 
have considered this a lack of statesman­
sh~){' If he is so tart andimPatrenrfri 
de ng with Israeli politicians, what can 
be expected of him when dealing with the 
Arabs? 

Ben-Gurion insists that the United 
States can prevent war in the Middle East 
by supplying Israel with the weapons she 
wants. But according to Dr. W. E. Hock­
ing, a professor emeritus of Harvard Uni­
versity, ''what Israel today needs arms tcn:­
is not to protect her existence: it is to nro­
tect her present government from the 
necessity'' of ustne reasonin.Aea.l.ll}g' witlr 
hPr Arat:Lnei!?hbars. 

The fact is that if ever a nation needed 
to exercise wisdom tact. dinlomacv ana to 
use reason m gea 1mg with its neighbors it 
is Israel. Jsrae1 cannot lay claim to her 
land on the basiS of the Bible, for God gave 
the land to the descendants of Abraham 
on1v conwuur1ui,•v ..inn Ti;:rael ts not meet­
ing those conditions today. Israel ls out­
numoerea a-.: 1eHSt 25 to 1 as regards popu­
lation and almost 300 to l as regards terri­
tory. Those odds alone should prompt 
caution. 

Then too, the Arl,lbs. still smart under 
the defeat Israel handed them in 1948 
when they sought to wipe out the tiny 
newly formed Jewish state. At that time 
t_he Arabs overlooked the aavantage or 
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modem weaMQs, a mistake they are recli-
1'?1ni' at present to the horror. of_ Isz:aeJ 
and the discomfort of the democracies wno 
are trV1n2: to nlease both Arabs and Israel. 
Israel's annexing territory at tnat ume 
and her subsequent treatment of Arab 
refugees did not help her relations with 
her neighbors. 

Certainly the foregoing facts underscore 
the inescapable conclusion that Zionism 
with its state of Israel is not the Nlesstanic 
hone as some Zionists wouid nave tne 
world believe. And while they may be the 
physical descendants of Abraham they are 
not proving to be his spiritual descendants. 
Abraham worshiped the one true God Je­
hovah. He kept Jehovah's statutes and 
commands. Jesus Christ said regarding 
Abraham to his opposers: ''Your father re­
joiced greatly in the prospect of seeing my 
day, and he saw it and rejoiced.'' Unfor• 
tunately such cannot be said about those 
who comprise his literal seed today.-Gen­
esis 26:5; John 8:56, New World Trans. 

Abraham also showed true neighbor 
love, unselfishness, in dealing with others. 
'W'hPn hi~ hPrr'l~mHn and those of his 
nephew_Lot_got to_ auarre11ne- a Drntt nes­

ture lands. Abraham told Lot to chOOSE 
what territorv he wanted and Abraham 
wn11lrl tHke wliat Was left. Lot tooK tne 
choicest territory, out in me end had to 
flpp frnm it because of Jehovah's judg­
ments upon Sodom and Gomorran. Ana 
when Abraham rescued Lot and his family 
Abraham ~fused to accept as much as a 
shoestr1IU! as sPOllS or war. In all his deal­
ings wffh ilie people of Palestine he avPi~ 
ed _co11flicj.-Genesis 14:21-24. 

The foregoing facts truly underscore 
the disunity that exists within Judaism 
today and the reasons for it. And that only 
the ''Prince of Peace'' can 'make all man­
kind one under their Creator.' 
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I FRESH HOPE FOR HOPE VALLEY] 

Sy ''A-bl'' ca,....pondent In Iii Sotvador 

~~ HEN a violent earthquake strikes terror 
~', '.i into a nation, the world's heart goes out 
*..u. in sympathy. When the lazy, sun-baked 
.earth awakens, stretches, yawns and shakes 
for two fearful days, that event Js headlined 
in newspapers earth-wide. The fact that cities 
have been destroyed, that hundreds have been 
killed and thousands of alreadY poverty­
stricken petiple have been rendered homeless, 
with neither food nor shelter, is major news 
and is brought to the world's attention. 

But what happens then? What happens 
alter the interest of the daily press hastens 
on to new subjects? How can an area be re­
built with new cities that are better than the 
old ones were? Consider how these problems 
were faced by the central American Republic 
of El Salvador. 

In 1951 a frightful earthquake centered in 
El Valle de Za Esperanza (Hope Valley). The 
dty of Jucuapa was completely destroyed; 
only five buildings were left standing. Great 
damage also was suffered by the cities of 
Chinameca, Nueva Guadelupe, San Buenaven· 
tura and Lolotique, though to a lesser degree. 
Economic life was paralyzed. Some inhabit· 
ants fled the valley. But many others had no 
place to which to flee. The government set 
up an emergency camp, and eighty percent 
of the refugees had no alternative but to re· 
turn to start life anew amidst the debris and 
decay. 

No longer is there the stench of death and 
chaos. Today there are modern homes and a 
greatly improved economy. The transforma· 
tion of Hope Valley is a fine example of what 
a government can do for a people, and the 
El Salvadoran government commendably lost 
no time in siestas before getting started. 

It is not easy to bliild a completely new set 
of cities, as has been done here. A housing 
section of the International Basic Economy 
Corporation (established after World War II 
by the Rockefellers to better living conditions 
and Improve the economic development of 
various countries) was Invited by the El Sal· 
vadoran government to make a thorough 
study of the situation and to take over the 
task of redesigning and rebuilding Hope Val· 
ley. 
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Tlie survey found that the style of con· 
structlon in Hope Valley was of the worst 
kind, namely, thatched buts of raw adobe. 
The earthquake shook down every such house. 
But the houses that had been built of rein· 
forced concrete and baked·clay brick were 
left standing, 1lllB.ffe1..1ed by the quake. The 
recommendation was for new houses with 
walls of reinforced concrete, with cement tile 
floors instead of dirt, with at least several 
rooms instead of just one, and with a sani· 
tary toilet. 

A detailed study of individual earnings 
showed that the average family earned from 
$20 to $30 each month, while a family mini· 
mum of $50 each month was necessary to 
carry on a basically comfortable and decent 
life in the area. A complete reorganization 
of the various industries was required, and 
in some cases expert advice on farming and 
business management was given to Improve 
this situation. 

Those of the small home industries that 
?ad proved profitable were encouraged, while 
it was recommended that others, which were 
clung to through tradition but which were 
obvious economic failures, be discarded. And 
still others, far more promising economically, 
were stimulated. 

On the basis of the report the Ministry of 
Public Works, under direct commission from 
the president himself, has made tremendous 
strides in improving the conditions of once· 
ruined Hope Valley. In this large and beauti· 
ful valley gleamingly clean cement houses 
have been scientifically designed so that even 
the poorest family may enjoy hygienic she!· 
ter, even If it is able to pay only a maximum 
of $4 per person per month for rent. 

But even more than material improvement 
is necessary. And here the activity of a Chris· 
tian society comes into play. To bring· a far· 
greater hope to the people the Christian New 
World society has moved into the region and 
has established a missionary home in the 
mountain town of Santiago de Maria over· 
looking this valley. From here the four Watch 
Tower missionaries offer the really fresh hope 
for the people. They show the message of 
everlasting life and peace under righteous 
new conditions, where violent earthly up· 
heavals shall be no more. 
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The Bible 
''A Dangerous Book''? 

CATHOLICS have for centuries consid­
ered the Bible ''a dangerous book.'' 

When Jerome rendered the entire Bible, 
from the Hebrew and Greek texts, into 
Latin, the language of the people, he 
taught that 'to be· ignorant of the Scrip­
tures is not to know Christ.' The Roman 
Catholic Church, however, taught differ­
ently. The church held the Bible perilous 
to the common mind. 

So, when Latin ceased to be the lan­
guage of the people and Jerome's·transla­
tion became less and less understandable 
to them, the Catholic hierarchy rejoiced. 
In the eleventh centuPP Pore Gregory VII 
ex:pressiy thanKea Goct for this ctrcum­
stance. LacK or Bfbles in the language of 
the people made them dependent upon the 
clergy for hearing God's Word and sub­
jected them to the clergy's interpretations. 

Now the Roman Catholic Church has 
the temerity to say that ''the Church has 
never withheld the sacred volwne from 
her children,'' that ''the spirit of the Bible 
is found at all times in the history of the 
Church,'' that ''it ,pervades the very at­
mosphere of the Catholic home,'' that ''the 
world must thank the Catholic Church for 
the Bible,'' and that if it were not for the 
church the world ''would have no Bible 
today.'' As for the truthfulness of these as­
sertions we shall 1eave it up to honest 
Catholics to judge. 

In 1229 the Council of Toulouse (France) 
''forbids the laity to have in their posses-
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sion any copy of the book of the Old and 
New. Testament.. except the Psalter, ana 
such portions of them as are contained in 
the Breviary, or the Hours of the Virgin; 
and most strictly forbids these works in 
the vulgar tongue.'' ''Ten Rules Concern­
ing Prohibited Books'' were drawn up by 
order of the Council of Trent in 1562, and 
approved by Pope Pius N. They allowed 
versions of the ''Old Testament'' ''only to 
pious and learned men at the discretion of 
the bishop''; and, ''if the sacred books be 
permitted in the vulgar tongue indiscrimi­
nately, more harm than utility arises 
therefrom.'' 

In 1687 the French priest Quesnel 
brought out a translation called the ''New 
Testament in French, with Moral Reflec­
tions.'' Its notes urged Bible study for all. 
In 1713 Pope Clement XI's bull entitled 
Unigenitus was directed against Quesnel's 
translation and its notes, condemning 101 
propositions from it. Here was direct 
proof, by an ''infallible'' pope, that the 
Catholic hierarchy hides -the Bible from 
the people. 

From the bull of Pius VII, issued June 
12, 1816, to the primate of Poland, we 
quote: '' ... remedy and abolish this pes­
tilence as far as possible. . . . The Bib"le 
printed by heretics is to be numbered 
among prohibited books, conformably to 
the rules of the INDEX _[Expurgatorius]." 
The same pope, in 1819, issued another 
''infallible'' decree. This one was against 
the use of the Scriptures in the schools of 
Ireland. It says: ''Information has reached 
the ears of the sacred congregation that 
Bible Schools ... have been established 
in almost every part of Ireland; in which 
the inexperienced of both sexes are invest­
ed with the fatal poison of depraved doc­
trine .... Do you labor with all your might 
to keep the orthodox youth from being 
corrupted by them-an object which will, 
I hope, be easily effected by the establish-
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ment of Catholic schools throughout your 
diocese.'' 

Pope Pius IX expressed anguish of heart 
at the scattering of the writtf'" Word of 
God. The Pope said: ''Accursed be those 
very crafty and deceitful societies called Bi­
ble Societies, which thrust the Bible into 
the hands of the inexperienced youth.'' 

A Change in Catholic Strategy 
Since the Catholic Church could not stop 

the Bible t.rom going to the people, they 
made an about-face in strategy~ 
hail ~elves as the mak~_Q[_ the Bi-
6fe;--'the presefve'rS-~nterpre1e~ 
it. 'l'hey even urge that ''everyone should 
read the Bible from cover to cover at least 
once,'' that the ''New Testament should be 
one of our bedside books, a work to be 
sampled daily and pondered-this, regard­
less of creed, because to a Christian it con­
tains so much of God's dealings with man­
kind, and to a non-believer it is at least 
a world-classic which has had an inestima­
ble "tnflqence iii the formation of our cul­
ture.''-Our Sunday Visitor, January 29, 
1956. 

In certain editions of the Douay Bible 
version one will find (toward the front) 
communications from several popes, which 
grant indulgences of so many days from 
''pUrgatorial'' sufferings to Catholics mak­
ing a dally reading of such edition of the 
Holy Scriptures. ''An indulgence of three 
years is granted to the faithful who for 
at least a quarter Qf an hour read the 
Books of Sacred Scripture as spiritual 
reading with the reverence which is due 
the word of God.-A plenary indulgence, 
under the usual conditions, provided they 
perform the above mentioned pious work 
each day for a month. ENCHIRIDION IN­
DULGENTIARUM (1950). No. 694. ,, The evi­
dence is that few Catholics heed such enR 
couragement. Catholic Bible editions are 
a.ct0mpanied by footnotes that give the 
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clergy explanation on touchy Scripture 
verses, which it would be a ''sin'' for the 
Catholic reader to ignore. 

By claiming to be the sole interpreter of 
the Scriptures the Catholic Church keeps 
a tight hold on even such Catholics .as it 
grants the privilege to read its approved 
Bible version. Said a Toledo (Ohio) priest 
in a sermon: ''The Catholic Church made 
the Bible; she has preserved it; and she 
interprets it. Others may read the Holy 
Scriptures-and they are urged to do so­
but beyond this they have no right what­
ever in regard to it. Almighty God has 
placed this precious heritage exclusively 
in the hands of his Catholic church.'' 

Thus he argued that the Bible is an au­
thority only in Catholic hands. In other 
words, you cannot trust what you read foe 
yourself in the Bible; your powers of rea­
son dare not be active while you read it, 
The argument is that there must be an in­
fallible earthly authority to interpret ·the 
Bible, and that authority is the Roman 
Catholic sect. Thus the church continues to 
brainwash her members into believing that 
it is not good for them to think for them­
selves, that the Bible in the hands of a 
thinking person is a dangerous book. 

The Bible itself disagrees with this view. 
It is God's Word, and it says: ''Every word 
of God is pure: he is a shield unto them 
that put their trust in him.'' It is a relia­
ble guide in th.is dark world: ''Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.'' ''All Scripture is inspired of God 
and b:eneficial for teaching, for reproving, 
for setting things straight, for disciplining 
in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be fully competent, completely equipped 
for every good work.'' Do not be afraid to 
use it. Think when you read it, for it is 
''God's power for salvation ta everyone 
having faith. ''-Proverbs 30: 5; Psalm 119: 
105; 2 Timothy 3':16, 17; Romans 1:16, 
New Worl.d Trans. 
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Venezuela 

CARACAS, the-capital city of Venezuela, 
is regarded by. some as the fastest­

growing city in the world. It has almost 
doubled its population in five years. Today 
it feeds and houses an estimated one mil­
lion inhabitants. The rapid growth of 
Caracas illustrates the dynamic advance of 
Venezuela as a whole, from a dormant, 
colonial provincial country to a vibrant, 
progressive, modem nation. Perhaps the 
greatest single contributing factor to this 
advance is Venezuela's accent on education. 

With education in the forefront, the 
training, teaching and upbuilding work of 
Jehovah's witnesses, who provide a knowl­
edge that is most vital to all classes of peo­
ple, is well received and appre~iated. Since 
Jehovah's witnesses go right into the 
homes of 'the people and freely give thefu 
elementary as well as spiritual instruction 
and guidance, their method is most prac­
tical and successful. 

For example: Ofie elderly: lady 74 years 
old daily participates in the ministry, 
though she has never known how to read. 
How is this possible? She has an excellent 
memory for remembering key Scripture 
texts in proof of wh.at she tells the people. 
One day she met a person who desired to 
study the Bible with her. She found it 
necessary to get the services of a friend 
to do the reading for both of them. It is in 
this manner that she and hundreds like 
her have come to know their Creator and 
his purpose of a new world of righteous­
ness. They have taken an intellectual ap­
proach to their worship and service to God. 
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It is surprising how much they know even 
though they cannot read, which drives 
home the point that reading is not every­
thing. Love, devotion and appreciation are 
great qualities too. 

Sometimes even a child proves to be a 
capable teacher. In a village on the prairie 
a .ten-year-old boy would ride his donkey 
for about three hours to attend a meeting 
of Jehovah's witnesses. When he returned. 
home each time the mother and relatives 
would ask him what he learned and he 
would explain the best he could. Later his 
sister and others of his family began to 
accompany htm to the meetings. When a 
traveling representative of the Watch 
Tower Society visited this family he found 
fifteen persons deeply interested in the 
good news of the Kingdom. The youthful 
instruetor proved himself to be a real dis­
ciple. He had the joy of seeing six of his 
famil:y baptized and still others come in 
line with Christian principles. 

A family who had studied with Jeho­
vah's witnesses moved to Acarigua. After 
fifteen months had elapsed they wrote in 
for the Awake! magazine in German. 
Within two months after receiving the 
subscriptions for both The Watchtower 
and Awake! they had fifty people eagerly 
reading them. A congregation of Jehovah's 
witnesses was started with this group and 
an average of thirty attend the weekly 
services. 

Another example of how Jehovah's wit­
nesses carry on their educational activity 
is related by a traveling representative: 
"Sometimes when flying over the appar-
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entJ.y trackless wilderness between Mara­
caibo and San Cristobal I wonder how 
those people who live out there are ever 
goJng to learn about God and his kingdom, 
as many little farms and small villages can 
be seen from the air. But even in this 
trackless wilderness reachable only . by 
boat and burro the Kingdom message seeps 
in to find honest hearts. In process of mov­
ing into the bush a woman took with her 
the book~Let God Be True'. There she met 
a very reUgious man. She gave hhn her 
book. The man had questions that she 
could not answer. So she suggested that he 
write to her mother in Maracaibo. That he 
did. A weekly correspondence course in 
Bible study was started. Recently the man 
came to the city, got in touch with Jeho­
vah's witnesses, attended their congrega­
tional meetings, and loaded himself down 
with a supply of Bible literature to take 
back with him. He ls determined that the 
good news will be preached in remote 
places far from civilization. Soon in the 
bush congregations will be organized and 

those hungering and thirsting after right­
eousness will be satisfied." 

·All of Jehovah's witnesses in Venezuela 
were invited to the ''Triumphant King­
dom" assembly in the capital city of Cara­
cas, January 4;81 1956. Over a thousand 
persons attended the five-day session of 
Bible lectures and other activities. There 
were peoples of all nationalities, of all 
colors, of all social positions working to­
gether with a real love of God and love of 
neighbor. One day in the midst of a heavy 
tropical downpour of rain 55 persons from 
14 years of age to 60 were baptized in a 
lovely pool under some orange trees. R:_e­
ports of the assembly, given on television 
reviews during the following week, showed 
it to be a fine educational program.free to 
all peopJe of good will. Education concern­
ing the true God is sorely needed. Jeho­
vah's witnesses are supplying that need, 
looking forward to the time when "the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea." 
-Isaiah 11;.9, Am. Stan. Ver. 

~-·-· ...... ·-· ? • DO VOU ~NOW? ? . ._ ........ ._ . ._; 

• I 

• Where discontent originated? P. 4, 1f L 

• What the true religion really enables a per­
son' io doi' P. ?, Wt. 

e How today's churches show that they fall 
short of really having true religion? P. 7, U. 

• What original purpose of the national parks 
bas almost been lost today? I>. to, U. 

• How to get the most out of a visit to a 
national park? P. 12, h. 

e Why it is so difficult to develop a logtca[ 
calendar? P. 23, "2. 

• How the Gregorian calendar, adopted in 
t 5 8 2, corrected the Julian calendar's error I 
P. 15, Uz. 
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• What new process may make it possible to 
store and ship fresh foods without refrigera­
tion 1 P. 11, 1f 1. 

I 
I 
I 

• How the new method of food preservation I 
works? P. 17, 1f4. I 
• What strong political disunity exists within I 
Israel? P. 21, IT4. · 

• Whether all Jews are in agreement with I 
the aims of Zionism/ P. 21, 1f6. / 

• Whether Catholics are now being encour- / 
aged to read the Biblel P. 26, U2. I 
• How a t 0-year-old child was responsible 
for fifteen people's being interested in the I 
truthl P. 27, U4. I 

AWAKE! 



CompJalnlng Communists 
+Since Khrushchev de­
nounced Stalin, few things in 
the Soviet world have intrigued 
Western officials more than 
the demands by Red party 
leaders outside Russia for an 
explanation. In Britain' the 
Communist party demanded a 
"profound, Marxist analysis of 
the causes of degeneration in 
the functioning of Soviet de. 
mocracy." It also complained 
that it was forced to depend 
on "enemy sources" for infor­
mation on Stalin. In France 
Communist leaders criticized 
Khrushchev for not telling 
them in advance that he 
planned to denounce Stalin. 
They said It was "not just to 
attribute to Stalin alone all 
that was negative." Italy's 
Communist party chief, Pal­
mlro Togllatti, struck the hard­
est blow. He questioned the de­
nunciation sharply. Togliatti 
charged that it was a "strange 
mistake" to be "silent about 
the merits of Stalin." Demand­
ing a "Marxist explanatibn," 
Italy's top Communist said: "I 
exclude the explanation that 
it was impossible to change 
things merely because of the 
presence of a military and po­
lice force that kept control of 
the situation with methods of 
terror. The question of the re­
sponsibility of the entire di· 
recting group must be con­
sidered." The U.S. Communist 
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party' also put out a complain­
ing statement. The party said 
it was "deeply shocked" and 
emphasized: "We cannot ac­
cept an analysis of such pro­
found mistakes which attrib­
utes them solely to the capri­
cious aberrations of a single 
individual." Intrigued Western 
officials speculated on the 
meaning of the Communist 
complaints. Some think that 
Khrushchev's anti-Stalin cru­
sade has gotten out of hand. 

Israel: "Active Defense" 
+ Israel's premier, David Ben· 
Gurion, believes that the best 
policy toward the Arab states 
is an "active defense." Thus 
the premier frequently author· 
izes strong measures of retali· 
ation for Arab attacks, such as 
the Israeli attack on Syrian 
positions on the northern shore 
of the Sea of Galilee in which 
49 Syrians were killed. Israeli 
Foreign Minister Moshe 
Sharett repeatedly clashed 

. With Ben-Gurlon on this de­
fense policy. Sharett wanted to 
follow a policy of caution. 
Sharett believed that censures 
by the U.N. Security Counsel 
would cost Israel much of the 

• sympathy it had won in its 
independence struggle. Sharett 
recently tried to buy arms 
from the U.S. and Western Eu­
rope. He failed. Ben-Gurion 
thought the failure was a mark 
of failure of Sharett's policy 

of moderation. In JUD.e the-ex­
pected change came: Sharett 
resigned as foreign m1nister, 
and Ben-Gurlon appointed Mrs. 
Golda Myerson as new foreign 
minister. Mrs. Myerson, who 
has consistently supported Ben­
Gurion's policies, is expected 
to reflect his views on "active 
defense." The change elimi­
nates from the Cabinet an offi­
cial who was cautious and who 
occasionally put a brake on the 
premier's daring ideas. 

Holland: Palace Intrigue 1 
+ A West German magazine 
-Der Spiegel-has created a· 
furor over Queen Juliana of 
the Netherlands. The maga­
zine told a sensational story of 
how a woman faith healer and 
her religious cult have gained 
political and personal control 
over the queen. Briefly, this is 
the story: The third child of 
the Dutch queen and her 
prince consort was born partly 
blind. In 1948 the prince intro­
duced a faith healer-61-year­
old Greet Hofmans--to the 
queen. The queen, long attract­
ed to mysticism and spiritual­
ism, was interested. She in­
vited the faith healer to live 
at the palace. Healer Hofmans 
said it would take two years to 
cure the child. Two years 
passed. The child's sight re­
mained un<!hanged. The dis­
gusted prince ousted the faith 
healer from the palace. The 
faith healer said the failure 
was due to lack of faith by the 
prince. Friction in the royal 
family developed as the queen 
stood by the faith healer. WI.th 
royal sponsorship the faith 
healer's strange religious cult, 
the Het Oude Loo, grew in 
power. The cult attracted a 
considerable number of Dutch 
bankers and nobles. Gradually 
cult members were appointed 
by the queen to many key posi­
tions in the royal court. The 
cultists are believed to have 
convinced Juliana that she has 
a "divine mission" to rule as 
real monarch instead of con­
stitutional figurehead. Thecult-
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lsts are said to be on an all­
out campaign to undermine the 
prince's position with hfs fam­
ily and the government. Ene­
mies. of the cult say the cult­
ists are moving on from palace 
intrigue, hoping to use JUiiana 
as a means of gaining influ­
ence in the Dutch government. 
This may fori::e a showdown 
beween the Dutch queen and 
the Cabinet. 

"So Long, Dea.r Friends" 
• In the Allilb world Western 
Jnfluence is fast fading and 
Soviet Influence is on the rlse. 
Recently Russia stepped up its 
courtship of the Arabs. This 
was spotlighted In June by the 
visit of Soviet Foreign Minis­
ter Dmitri T. Shepilov to 
Caito. The SoViet foreign min­
ister was guest of honor at 
Egyptian celebrations marking 
the departure of the Britlsh 
frorn Suez. With a flattering 
tongue the Soviet official spoke 
of the Arab people, saying that 
the "people of the U.S.S.R. look 
upon the people of the Arab 
countries as their brothers." 
He expressed Russia's agree­
ment with Egypt's hostility to 
what he called "the aggressive 
Baghdad military bloc." A com­
munique issued at the end of 
talks between Premier Nasser 
and the SoViet fon:ign minister 
said that the talks proceeded 
"in an atmosphere of cordial­
ity and friendship." The com­
munique said Premier Nasser 
and Shepilov "noted with satis­
faction the existence of com­
plete unity of views on all 
questions discussed in the 
course of their talks." The So­
viet official Invited Premier 
Nasser to Moscow in August. 
Before leaVing Cairo the So­
viet official issued a statement, 
saying: "We do not say good­
by to you. We say to you, So 
long. We will' see you again 
soon. • . . So long, dear 
friends." 

Tito to Work with Russia 
+ At the close of Marshal 
Tito's visit to Russia there was 
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a kremlin ceremony at which 
Tito and the Soviet leaders 
signed two communiques out· 
lining agreements reached. 
The agreements were (1) that 
Red China should be admitted 
to the U.N.; (2) that Formosa 
should be handed to Red China 
and (3) that Germany should 
be unified through negotia­
tions instead of elections as 
advocated by the West. Mar­
shal Tito agreed to co-operate 
with Russia and the Commu­
ni!it party "on a basis of 
equallty." SoViet Defenae Min­
ister Georgl Zhukov told Tito 
that their two countries will 
fight "shoulder to shoulder" 
in any future war. At a news 
conference Yugoslav Foreign 
Minister Popovic was asked 
what he thought of the 
Zhukov statement. "In connec­
tion with this," he answered, 
"I can only say 1 ho~ there 
will be no war in the future." 

Air Chiefs Visit Moscow 
.., At the invitation of the So­
viet government, the West's 
Big Three air chiefs flew to 
Moscow in June for an unprec­
edented look at the Soviet Air 
Force. The British delegation, 
headed by Secretary ot State 
for Air Nigel Birch, flew to 
Moscow in ·a Comet II jet 
transport. The U.S. delegation, 
headed by Air Force Chief of 
StatT Gen. Nathan Twining, ar­
rived in a military version of 
a DC-6. On Aviation Day the 
Soviet Air Force went on pa­
rade. To the foreign military 
men the sky parade, on the 
whole, contai~ few surprises. 
The new planes had already 
been forecast. Especially inter-. 
esting to the foreign air chiefs 
was a conducted tour of the 
closely guarded Kublnka Air 

_ Base about 40 miles from Mos­
cow. There they saw a two­
englned, light attack bomber 
saJd to fly faster than sound 
that was not in the air show. 
British officials said the tour 
gave them a "valuable close­
up" but described it as a 
"child's guide to the Soviet Air 

P'orce." ''When we asked the 
range of planes we were 
shown, we were told it was 
very great," the Britons re. 
ported. "When we asked about 
the speed of a certain plane, 
we were told very great." 

Transatlantic Air Fares Cut 
'*-' Last winter the U,S. Civil 
Aeronautics Board insisted that 
the world's airlines lower their 
fares so that travel across the 
Atlantic could be brought with­
in the means of more persons. 
On May 29 the airlines met ta 
discuss the matter. After 25 
working days the airlines voted 
to institute 15-day excursions 
and third-class service across 
the Atlantic at new low rata 
From October 1 the fare for a 
two-week, New York-London 
round-trip ticket will be $425--------. 

- $97 lower than the present 
tourist fare of $522. In April, 
1958, the austere, third-class 
service will begin. Then the 
price for a round-trip ticket 
will come down to $417.60. It 
will be valid for a year. 

France: Debut of the Caravelle 
~ Caravelle is the name of a 
type of mel"chant ship used In 
the Middle Ages. In this jet 
age Caravl;!lle is the name 
France has . given to its jet 
airliner. The commercial debut 
of the Caravelle came In June: 
an Air France Caravelle be­
gan an almost-daily cargo serv· 
ice from Paris to Algiers. 
F'rance was proudly elated at 
the event, for Air France be· 
comes the only airline, at least 
in the Western world, tltat is 
operating a jet commercially 
on regular schedule. Graceful 
and low-sitting with a drooped 
nose, the Caravelle has a top 
speed of 470 miles an hour. 
The jet's most distinctive fea­
ture is the location of its two 
Rolls-Royce Avon engines: they 
are at either side of the fuse· 
!age just ahead of the tail. Air 
France is using the Caravelle 
for freight· service to acquire 
experience in day-to·day opera­
tions. This will also make it 
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possible to eliminate any me­
chanical defects before paying 
passengers are carried. 

London: "The Shocking City" 
• The front pages of British 
newspapers are more and more 
being crowded with reports of 
attacks by "slashers"-knlf:e­
wielding thugs. So shocking 
have the attacks become that 
London's Daily Mirror, in a 
front-page editorial, called for 
a campaign to "clean up Lon· 
don,.the Shocking City." The 
Daily Mirror added: "At last 
it looks as if something may 
be done about the open parade 
of vice that makes the heart 
l)f London a dirty peep show. 
•.. Demands will be made for 
government action against the 
vice trade and gang warfare 
in the capital." Meanwhile, a 
judge who recently sentenced 
two kntfe-w:lelding thugs to 
seven years' imprtsonment de­
clared that London resembled 

"Chicago in the worst 4ays of 
Prohibition rather than Lon­
don tn 1956." 

Dlsoovered-
Tlae Tlnleal ParlltWI * Fo:t' years physicists have 

theorized about the existence 
of the neutrin()--.the tiniest 
and most elU!dve of atomic 
particles. Enrico Fermi was 
one of the scientists who in· 
vented the neutrino to account 
for energy losses in certain 
nuclear processes. But no one 
could detect the neutrino. As a 
result physics teachers have 
jokingly told their students 
that physicists had to invent a 
particle no one could detect 
just to make their equations 
balance. Now the joke is 
spolled: scientists have at last 
detected the neutrino. In June 
the Atomfc Energy Commis­
sion announced that the elu­
sive particle had been trap1;1ed. 

The discoVery was made by a 
group of scientists headed by 
Drs. Frederick- Reines and 
Clyde Cowan, Jr., at the Los 
Alamot SclentUlc Laboratory. 
Dr. Libby, acting chairman al 
the A.E.C., saw no practical 
application of the discovery; 
but he said "the discovery is 
of very great importance." He 
explained that It should help 
clear up "one of the greatest 
mysteries facing scientists to­
day" -the nature of the "glue" 
or force that holds atomic 
nacle.1 together. Dr. Libby sald 
part of the energy of stars is 
believed to be dissipated in 
neutl'inoa, thus it interacts 
only slightly With other mat· 
ter. The neutrino, believ~ to 
be the tlniett particle 1n the 
material unlvet'ae, has no elec­
trical chara:e and virtually no 
mass. It can PElnetrate billions 
of miles of dense matter with· 
out being stopped. 
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Do You Fear 

It has been called man's worst enemy. 
How can it be "just a door to a fuller 
life"'! What lies "on the other sjde"? 
Learn the truth from the Bible. Read­

What Do the Scriptures Say About 
usurvival After Death"f It is only lOc. 
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WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y. 

I am enclosing lOc for the booklet What Do the Bcrtptures Say About ''Survival After• Death"f 

Name. 

C!ty .... 

AUGUST 8, 1956 

Street and Number 
or Route and aox . 

Zone No ....... State 
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y Sparks a Nation 

but God's holy spirit 
empowers the qniverse 

Electricity pours over 
the wires from a num­
ber of different sourc­
es. Does God's spirit 
operate toward man 
through a variety of 
channels? 

Few persons in the civilized world are without benefit of electric power. 
Why are the vast majority not vitalized by the sustaining, unifying quality 
of God's spirit? 

Why have centuries of religion not brought man spiritual advancement 
and prosperity? What does God require of those who are backed by his 
power? Read-

W-ATCHTOWER 

What Has Religion Done for Mankind? 
"Let God Be True" 

You May Survive Armageddon 
into God's New World 

and three booklets 
SEND $1.50 

117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN.1, N.Y. 
I am enclosing $1.50 tor the three bound books What HM Religion Do>te /or Mankind? "Let (1-0d 
Be True" and You Ma11 Bu1'11ive Armageddon into God's New World; send also the three booklets. 

Street and Number 
Name ........ .. or Route and Box ........................................................................ .. 

City ....................................................................................... ' Zone No ......... State .................................................................... . 

In: AUSTRAL.IA address 11 Beresford Rd., StrathHeld, N.S.W. E.NGL.ANDi 34 Craveri Terrace, London, W. z. 
CANADA: lliO Brldge\and Ave., Park Rd. P.O., Toronto 10. SOUTH AFRICAt Private Bag, Elandstonteln, Tvl. 
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