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is high time to awake." -1......... 13 : 11 ' 

Volume XXXVll Brooklyn, N. Y., January 22, 1956 Number 2 

Has War Become Obsolete? 

COMMENTATORS say that up to and 
including World War II the cost of 

even a lost war was always somehow bear­
able, but that now not even the victor 
could stand the cost of an atomic war, so 
a reasonable choice between war and peace 
no longer exists. 

Bernard Brodie put it this way: "At a 
time when the opponent will be able to do 
to our cities and countryside whatever we 
might threaten to do to his, the whole con­
cept of 'massive retaliation'-and all that 
it stands for in both military and political 
behavior-will have to be openly recog­
nized as obsolete."-Harper's, October, 
1955. 

Drew Middleton, head of the New York 
Times' London bureau, said: "Modern 
weapons make resource to war suicidal. It 
is thus not a question of giving diplomacy 
a chance. Diplomacy is the only chance we 
have."-Times Magazine, October 30, 1955. 

Even air superiority no longer guaran­
tees the homeland of any nation. Just one 
thermonuclear bomb could destroy a city. 
A few of them could thus destroy the en­
tire wartime economy of any major nation. 
The Harper's article referred to above 
warns: "There is a stark simplicity about 
an unrestricted nuclear war that almost en­
ables it to be summed up in one short state­
ment: be quick on the draw and the trigger 
squeeze, and aim for the heart. One then 
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has to add: but even if you shoot first, you 
will probably die too!" 

But wiJI this threat of atomic we~pons 
stop war? No! Man's ingenuity has always 
found ways around the obstacles to aggres­
sion and slaughter. If all-out war between 
the big nations becomes so absurd, then an 
aggressor can still broaden his influence 
through aiding smaller nations to fight. 

War has not passed into history, though 
the methods may change or some sort of 
non-atomic war develop as nations seek to 
get around the obstacle of atomic self­
destruction, of apparent national disaster 
for both sides. Unrestricted atomic war 
seems to be to the national interest of no 
nation, but war, as ridiculous and immoral 
as it is, will not be considered obsolete as 
long as it can advance the political inter· 
ests of selfish men. 

Is there no hope, no solution? Yes, there 
is a hope, a definite assurance that the end 
of the satanic rule that has caused earth's 
troubles is at hand. But it will come in 
God's way, not man's. It will be through 
the direct intervention of the universe's 
Supreme Sovereign. Does that sound 
strange? Not if you know what the Bible 
says about it, and how that book really 
does point to our time. Do you know what 
it says about this? 

But why not learn this firsthand by 
studying that Book of books for yourself? 

... 
" 



THE BOOK 

"Thy word u a lamp unto mv feet, and a liaht un~ 
to mv path." What follows will help VoU to appre­
ciate the pouibillties of God's Word for shedding 
liaht on our paths in thil mid-twentieth century. 

WE HA VE questions that perplex 
us, and the answers are found 

in -the Bible. Of course, the Bible will 
not answer such a question as: Why 
doesn't my television work? Men can and 
do figure out the answers to some of such 
questions. But all the really important 
questions they are unable to answer by 
themselves. That is why, in spite of man's 
technological progress, never before has he 
suffered so much from confusion, doubt, 
anxiety, fear and friction in all his rela­
tionships--social, political, economic and 
religious. Obviously modern man is lacking 
in wisdom. Why? Because, "the wise men 
are put to shame, they are dismayed and 
taken: lo, they have rejected the word ·of 
Jehovah; and what manner of wisdom is 
in them?"-Jeremiah 8:9, Am. Stan. Ver. 

The Bible has been rejected by many be­
cause they think that science has proved 
the Bible unreliable. But the Bible cannot 
be accused of being unscientific. While not 
a book on science, whenever it touches on 
matters scientific it avoids conflict with 
scientifically proved facts. In it we find 
none of the errors that prevailed at the 
time of its writing, such as the geocentric 
theory, that the earth is the center of the 
universe, or that the earth is flat and sup­
ported by pillars. On the contrary, it tells 
us that God "hangs the earth on nothing," 
and that "He sits over the round earth, so 
high that its inhabitants look like grass-
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hoppers.''-Job 26 :7; Isaiah 40:22, Moffatt. 
Note also that the Bible does not pretend 

to tell the age of the earth, but simply 
states: "In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth."-Genesis 1:1. 

As for the evolution theory: Since it is 
only a theory, it never having been ob­
served to take place, and no proof for it 
ever having been found, it should not sur­
prise us that the Bible does not agree 
with it. On the other hand, the testimony 
of fossils is in accord with the Bible, for 
the fossil record contains no truly inter­
mediate forms, to indicate evolution from 
one natural species to another, nor any 
forms indicating evolution from simple to 
more complex species, which it should if 
evolution were true. The lack of all such 
evidence supports the Bible record that 
natural species were created each "accord­
ing to its kind."-Genesis 1:12, 25, New 
World Trans. 

Law, Politics and Commerce 
Does the Bible answer questions of law? 

Said Blackstone: "The law of God is bind­
ing over all the globe, in all countries, at 
all times. No human laws are of any valid­
ity if contrary to this.'" And said another 

'Cooley's ConMUutio»al Limitations. 
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legal authority: "All the massive bulk of 
our English and American law may be re­
duced to a very few grand principles under­
lying the whole and which were enunciated 
by Moses."2 

God's law required justice. It placed a 
high value on life and yet made a distinc­
tion between murder and accidental man­
slaughter. Witnesses had to testify in the 
open and two or more witnesses were re­
quired to gain a conviction. A false witness 
was punished with the penalty he sought to 
have inflicte.d upon another.-Numbers 
35:16-32; Deuteronomy 19:15-21. 

As regards politics the Bible answers the 
questions as to what is required of rulers. 
The chief of state was not to amass wealth 
or wives; he was to read God's Word daily 
so that he would not become proud and so 
that he would not presumptuously veer 
from the straight path of righteousness. 
Lesser rulers were to be "capable men, 
fearing God, trustworthy men, hating wi­

just profit." How few politicians today fit 
that description!-Deuteronomy 17:15-20; 
Exodus 18:21, New World Trans. 

And how should we conduct our business 
affairs? We are to be diligent at our. busi­
ness, not loitering; and we are to be gener­
ous, for the measure with which we meas­
ure will others measure to us. We are to 
have "accurate scales, accurate weights." 
All of which is summed up in "All things, 
therefore, that you want men to do to you, 
you also must likewise do to them." Only 
in the Bible is this rule stated in its posi­
tive form.__..:.Proverbs 22:29; Leviticus 
19: 35, 36; Matthew 7: 12, New World Trans. 

Personal Conduct and Human Relations 
The Bible answers our questions as re­

gards proper conduct. It commands moder­
ation. and self-control in regard to one's 
temper, one's tongue, and in regard to 

I Clark's Biblical Law, rr 74. 
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food and drink. It condemns fornication 
and adultery as well as the sex perversions 

. that take such a terrific toll as regards 
physical and mental health and lessen the 
likeliness of happiness in marriage, It or­
dains monogamy, the only marital institu­
tion that is fair to womankind. The Bible's 
laws regarding incest are eugenically 
sound.-Leviticus 20: 10-16. 

The Bible is full of the "practical wis­
dom of righteous ones." It tells us: "The 
way of a fool is right in his own eyes; but 
he that is wise hearkeneth unto counsel." 
"A soft answer turneth away wrath." "A 
fool uttereth all his anger," but "a wise 
man keepeth it back and stilleth it." It 

·warns against bragging: "Let another man 
praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a 
stranger, and not thine own lips." "Boast 
not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth." It warns 
against listening to flattery and shows that 
"better is open rebuke than love that is 
hidden. Faithful are the wounds of a 
friend." Yes, what good common sense is 
found in theBible!-Luke 1:17, New World 
Trans.,· Proverbs 12:15; 15:1; 29:11; 27:2, 
1, 5, 6, Am. Stan. Ver. 

More and more social scientists are com­
ing to realize the wisdom of the Bible's re­
quirement that the husband be the head 
of the home, that children obey their par­
ents and that love be the binding tie. Were 
its commands taken seriously there would 
be no marital infidelity, no broken homes, 
no divorces and no delinquent children. 
"You must love your fellow as yourself," 
covers everything.-Colossians 3: 18-21; 
Leviticus 19:18, New Warld Trans. 

Physical and Mental Health 
The Bible also has the answers to ever 

so many questions regarding physical 
health, and that even though it was writ­
ten from two to three thousand years ago. 
The Mosaic law provided protection from 



contagious diseases: certain cases had to 
be quarantined; excreta had to be covered 
up; that which died of itself was unclean 
and was not to be eaten; nor were certain 
vessels or water that had come in contact 
with dead bodies to be used. Scavenger fish, 
fowl and beast were not to be eaten.3 

The Bible's answers also make for phys­
ical health by reason of the psychosomatic 
factor, which is receiving ever more atten­
tion from physicians and psychiatrists. It 
tells us that "a mer.ty heart doeth good like 
a medicine," and that "better is a dinner of 
herbs where Jove is, than a stalled ox and 
hatred therewith." Every harmful emo­
tion would be eliminated if the Bible was 
f ollowed.-Proverbs 17: 22; 15: 17. 

Ii physkal health can at times have a 
moral basis and therefore find its answers 
in the Bible, mental health can even far 
more so. In fact, more and more those con­
cerned with mental health are appreciating 
that it is often a moral problem. That is 
the very theme harped on throughout the 
book, The Return to Religion, by H. C. 
Link, noted New York psychiatrist. 

It is also the conclusion of one De Grazia, 
professor of psychology and psychiatrist, 
who in his book, The Errors of Psychiatry, 
shows up the folly of those who would treat 
mental ms whHe ignoring the moral prob­
lem. His cure of mental illness is for men 
to recognize the ideal man and learn to 
imitate him. Hjs ideal? Jesus Ch:dstl 

J. T. Fisher, veteran psychiatrist of mdre 
than fifty years, reaches a similar conclu­
sion in his book, A Few Bitttons Missing. 
Rather than waiting for people to become 
mentally ill he makes a bid for preventive 
measures. According to him religion is the 
best preventive and he specifically points 
to the Christian religion. 

Sir George Vickers, writing jn the Brit­
ish medical journal, The Lancet, March 12, 

1 BatJiB for Eelief in a New WorM, pages 39·43. 
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1955, shows that the efforts of psychia­
trists to cure man's mental ills by reduc­
ing stress and tensions make for uniform­
ity, while the emphasis that religion places 
upon bearing up under such adverse condi­
tions makes for saints, creative thinkers 
and superior personalities. He further 
states that "the most significant discovery 
of mental science is the power of love to 
protect and restore the mind." And Jet it 
be noted that the Bible comes first in coun­
seling us and imparting strength to us to · 
endure, and in emphasizing the importance 
of love it sets before us the examples of 
the Jove of God and of his Son.-1 Corin­
thians 13:1-13; 1John4:8; John 13:34. 

History and Prophecy 
Critics have long scoffed at the Bible's 

story of the Flood, but it is verified by 
some ninety legends regarding a great del­
uge that obtain among primitive peoples 
in all parts of the globe. Only it can an­
swer why sea shells are found on the high­
est mountains, seals in mountain lakes, 
why there are inland cemeteries of whales, 
why thousands of mammoths have been 
found imbedded in Siberian wastes with 
green grass in their mouths.1 

For many years critics have challenged 
the Bible's reliability as history because of 
its accounts regarding the Hittites, Bel­
shazzar and the fall of Jericho. But archae­
ological discoverjes have proved the Bible 
true in these as well as in ever so many 
other similar instances. Critics also ques­
tioned the account of the seventy-year 
desolation of Judah, but recent discoveries 
reveal that "there is not a single known 
case where a town of Judah proper was 
continuously occupied through the exilic 
period."" Today, ore is being mined, farm­
ing is being done and oil has been discov­
ered in the land of Palestine, all because 

• The Delug~ Story in Stone. Nelson, P. 140. 
•'/'lie Arcliauology of Palestine, Alt.>rlght, p. 142. 
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certain Jews went to the Bible for the an­
swers to their questions as to what were 
the possibilities of the land of Israel.6 

· 

And not only does the Bible answer ~ 
liably all the questions relating to the past 
but it also lets us peer into the future. Its 
ability to do this accurately has been dem­
onstrated hundreds of times. It not only 
foretold the desolation of the land of Judah, 
but also the exact years of its desolation, 
seventy, and the name of the one who 
would tenn\nate it, Cyrus. lt a1so accurate­
ly foretold the downfall of the empires of 
Babylon, Medo-Persia q.nd Greece, even 
giving the detail that tne empire of Greece 
would be split into four parts.-Isaiah 
44:28; Jeremiah 25: 11; Daniel 8:3-8, 20-22. 

Then, too, hundreds of events in the 
life of Jesus were foretold centuries in ad­
vance. And Jesus Christ himself uttered 
many prophecies, chief among which are 
those relating to our da.y, to events taking 
place since 1914, such as world wars, fam­
ines, pestilences, earthquakes, increase of 
lawlessness, persecution of Christians and 
the preaching of the good news of God's 
kingdom now established in heaven. The 
apostle Paul foretold the apostasy that 
took place as well as tbe perilous times in 
which we now 'find ourselves.-Matthew 
24, 25; Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

The Bible's prophecies having been 
proved correct hundreds of times, we can 
also accept its answers to our questions as 
to what the future will bring. It tells of a 
thousand-year reign by the Prince of Peace, 
following Armageddon which "this genera­
tion" will experience. It promises a new 
heavens and a new earth in which right­
eousness is to dwell, when the knowledge of 
Jehovah will fill the earth, and that in God's 
due time "he will wipe out every tear from 
their eyes, and death will be no more, nei­
ther will mourning nor outcry nor pain 

• Reader'8 Digest, March, 1954, p, 26. 
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be any more."-Matthew 24:34; Revela­
tion 16:141 16; 21:4, New World Trans. 

What Comes First in Our Lives 
The Bible answers our questions as to 

man's origin. It shows that God created 
man in His image and likeness and plaCed 
him in the garden of Eden about 6,000 
years ago with the command to fill the 
earth with his offspring, make the earth 
a paradise and exercise dominion over the 
1ower 1;Ul1ma1s. Therein we also have man's 
purpose for being on the earth and what 
his eventual destiny will be.-Genesis 1:26-
28; Isaiah 45:18. 

The Bible also answers our questions as 
to why we find evil and wickedness upon 
the earth; because of the rebellion of one 
of God's angelic creatures to whom the 
first human pair had been entrusted and 
who became ambitious to be like God. 
Adam and Eve also share the blarne, for 
they 1ackecl appreciation of God's gifts and 
his goodness to them. The Bible further 
answers our question as to why God, who 
is omnipotent, perfect in justice, omnis­
cient and wholly unselfish, aliowed wicked­
ness to continue, namely, to demonstrate 
that he is supreme and that he can put 
creatures on earth that wm prove faithful 
to him in spite of temptation and pressure. 
-Job 1, 2; Exodus 9:16, New Worl.d Trans. 

In view of the ability of the Bible to an· 
swer all these important questions for us, 
is it not logical that we should also let it 
answer the question as to what is impor­
tant and what should come first in our 
lives? Of course it is. And what does the 
Bible say? "Keep on, then, seeking first the 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these other things will be added to you." 
-Matthew 6:33, New World Trans. 

That kingdom will be the answer to 
every prn\)\em cl man. 
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0~MEDICINAL RINGS~0 

I 
N EARLY times all <!lasses, ric:h and poor, 
wore a ring of one sort or another. It 
was more than just an ornament. Even 

in the lives of scribes and philosophers, his­
torians and biographers and kings, the ring 
was a dominant thing. Almost everybody be­
lieved that the right kind of ring at the right 
time and place would cure about any ill imag­
inable. The more precious the stone the more 
likelihood of its being endowed with medicinal 
properties. 

Galen (A.D. 130 or 131 to about 200), a 
physician of Pergamus in Asia Minor, with 
his presumed knowledge of medicine, advo­
cated the taking On powder form) or wear­
ing of the jasper stone as a 1.:ure for fever or 
dropsy, or for stopping hemorrhages and 
ha1Hlng witchcraft. 

Perhaps the most potent medicinal stone 
was the toatlstone. It has been recommended 
for almost _every known disor~cr. For best 
results the stone was set open in a ring S() 

that it would touch the flesh of the finger. 
The problem was how to procure and recog. 
nize a genuine toadstone. In the Kyranide:s 
these directions are given: "The earth-toad, 
called :saccos, whose breath. is poisonous, has 
a i;tone in the marrow of its head. If you take 
it when the moon is waning, put it in a linen 
cloth for forty days, and then cut it from the 
cloth and take the stone, you will have a 
powerful amulet." Sir Geoffrey Fenton had 
this to say: "There is found in heads of great 
and old toads a stone which they call borax 
or stelon. It is most commonly found in the 
head of a he-toad." Upton offered this little 
bit of advice: "You shaH know whether the 
tode-stone be the right and perfect stone or 
not. Hold the stone before a tode, so that he · 
may see it, and if it be a right and true stone, 
the tode will leap toward it and make as 
though he would snatch it. He envieth so 
much that man should have that stone." 

As utterly fantastic as this may sound 

today, "educated" men back there believed 
these tables as gospel truth. And even as re­
cent as the fifteenth century, the Hortus Bani­
tatis, the first illustrated books on drugs, had 
hand-illuminated pictures showing how one 
may extract a curative toadstone from a help· 
less toad. Other pictures illustrated how one 
might apply the bloodstone to stop a nosebleed. 

Educators taught the medicinal virtues of 
stones. People lined up at the counters to buy 
"medicine rocks," as they do today to buy 
aspirins. Rings made of silver coins were pro­
claimed to cure convulsions and fits. Nervous 
disorders disappeared "when one wore a ring 
madE! of rhinoceros' hoof. Johannes Agricola 
advocated the wearing of rings made from 
solidified quicksilver for sufferers nf ulcers. 
Johann Michaeles, a physician of Leipzig, sug­
gestE!d a ring made of pure silver set in elk's 
hoof, for all brain diseases. A special ring 
was designed to protect people from getting 
cramps. Cardinal Wiseman {1802-1865) is re­
ported to have had in his possession a manu­
script containing both the ceremony for the 
blessing of the cramp rings and that for the 
touching of those afflicted with the "King's 
Evil." An elaborate ceremony, which included 
prayers, holy oil, holy water and special signs, 
was held for the consecration of the "cramp" 
ring. 

Rings were suggested. for sneezing, cough­
ing, running eyes, weak eyes, carbuncles, dis­
eased kidneys, sty, suffocation, insomnia and 
for chasing away the demons. Not all these 
"ring cures" are ancient. In this twentieth 
century a rheumatism-cure ring sold for 
forty-two cents. Gold-covered rheumatism 
metal rings, guaranteed to wear twenty years, 
sold tor $30 a dozen. 

Ring cures are about as effective as idols 
in worship. As the prophet Isaiah stated: 
"Behold, they are all vanity; their works are 
nothing: their molten images are wind and 
confusion."-Isaiah 41: 29. 

The title of a sermon recently given at New York city's Broadway Congrega· 
tional church was: "How to Be Friendly with the Devil." People today seem to 
have no trouble at all being friendly with the god of this world; rather, they need 
to be taught how to be friendly with the God of the righteous new world, Jehovah. 

AWAKE! 



officers have no right 

SUPREME ·COURT OF CANADA 
to interfere with reli­
gious gatherings, ex­
cept to prevent an in­
fraction of the law. It 
stressed categorically 
that since Canada has 
no official state reli-

ESTABLISHES LEGAL EQUALITY FOR 

c!JrnW®W~W'~ ~llm~~~IE~ 
gion, no one religious 
group has the right to 

Quebec police condemned for breaking 
impose its will on a 
minority." 

. up religious meeting 

•• BSOLUTE LIBERTY FOR EACH RELI­

A. GION Is SUPREME CoURT UNANI­

MOUS RULING, JEHOVAH'S WITNESS CHAPUT 

GETS $2000." "RULE POLICE RAIDERS 

VIOLATED RIGHTS OF JEHOVAH'S WIT­

NESS." These were the streamer headlines 
in the Montreal Star and Ottawa Citizen of 
November 15, 1955, when the Supreme 
Court of Canada rendered another history­
making decision in the long and successful 
battle waged by Jehovah's witnesses for re­
ligious liberty and which keeps the prov­
ince of Quebec from taking its place among 
the police states of the world. 

The Montreal Star, largest newspaper in 
the province of Quebec, stated: "The Su­
preme Court of Canada today ruled that 
the Witnesses of Jehovah and all other 
majority and minority religious groups in 
Canada have absolute liberty to indulge 
their beliefs. The Court, in a unani­
mous judgment delivered by Chief 
Justice Patrick Kerwin, upheld a 
damage action by a member of the 
sect against three Quebec Provin­
cial Policemen who broke up a re­
ligious meeting at his home in 1949. 
It awarded him $2000 damages and 
delivered a stirring definition of 
freedom of religion and the impor- -
tance of maintaining it. The judg­
ment also stated clearly that police 
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By "Awakel" 
correspondent 

in Conoda 

This is the result of 
a six-year-long strug­
gle to legally establish 
the right of freedom 
of worship and free­

dom of assembly in Quebec. Liberty-loving 
Canadian citizens were watching with great 
interest and concern the outcome of the 
case. But what caused this issue to come 
before the Supreme Court of Canada? What 
stirred the nine judges of the nation's high­
est tribunal to hand do\Vll such an emphatic 
pronouncement on the fundamental liber­
ties that are sacred to citizens of all na­
tions? 

The Outrageous Violation 
It happened six years ago, September 4, 

1949, in a peaceful, little Quebec village on 
a Sunday afternoon. A number of earnest 
Christians were assembled in divine wor­
ship at the home of Mr. Esymier Chaput, 
one of Jehovah's witnesses, a well-respected 
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and 1ifelong resident of the community. A 
visiting minister was peacefully addressing 
an audience of some thirty persons who 
were quietly listening to his Bible sermon 
dealing with the kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and how it would bring blessings of 
peace, happiness and life to the people. 

As he was reading from the Catholic 
Douay Version of the Bible, suddenly the 
door opened and in marched three Quebec 
provincial police. For a minute or two they 
listened to the rea«ing of the Bible and 
then announced that the meeting must 
stop. The presiding minister said the meet­
ing was almost over and asked that they 
wait until he finished his sermon. No! they 
would not! Instead they seized the Bible 
and textbooks. The minister continued his 
sermon, but the police again announced the 
meeting was broken up, ordered everyone 
out of the house and this time took the 
minister by force to the Quebec boundary, 
where he was ordered out of the province. 

No charges were laid and no further ac­
tion was taken by the police. Instructions 
from the local priest and their superior 
officer had been obeyed, and there the mat­
ter ended as far as they were concerned. 

The Legal Proceedings 
But what about the invasion of the 

home? the terrorizing of the assembled 
worshipers? the confiscation of a treasured 
personal copy of the Bible and companion 
Ii tera ture ? the kidnaping of the minister? 
His home having been the object of a po­
lice raid also put Mr. Chaput's good name 
in question; the stopping of the meeting 
gave people the impression that an illegal 
or seditious assembly had been conducted. 
Something had to be done! No home was 
safe. Any church could be invaded on the 
mere word of a local priest. 

Action was taken against the three pro­
vincial police officers. Mr. Justice Fortier, 
trial judge of the Quebec Superior Court, 
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held that the police were immune from 
suit, and dismissed the action. He there­
fore protected the police in their violation 
of Christian and civil liberty. This made 
things worse than before. The court had 
supported this terrible police action. 

It was necessary to appeal to the Quebec 
Court of Appeal, and there the case was 
argued before three judges, Justices Bis­
sonnette, Casey and Hyde. To everyone's 
amazement they too upheld this disgrace­
ful and ilJegal police action. They took oc­
casion to make derogatory comments about 
Jehovah's witnesses, which were both irrel­
evant and untrue. The fantastic assertion 
was made that Jehovah's witnesses were 
conducting a seditious meeting, though the 
minister was only reading from the Catho­
lic version Bible! 

It was necessary ta take the matter 
farther by appeal to the highest court of 
the land. It is a good thing for the Cana­
dian people that Jehovah's witnesses are 
prepared to fight for the God-given liberty 
to preach the gospel of the Kingdom. De­
spite all these adverse judgments in Que­
bec, they did not give up. The nine justices 
of the Supreme Court listened with aston­
ishment and indignation as the burning, 
shameful actions of priest-inspired perse­
cution were laid bare before them. For 
three days in May, 1955, they listened to 
the argument. (See Awake! July 22, 1955.) 
During the hearing they indicated their 
disapproval of the police actfon. The police­
men's defenses were demolished by the 
judges and thE:>ir attorney had to abandon 
them in open court. On November 15, 1955, 
a unanimous decision in favor of Jehovah's 
witnesses and freedom of worship was ren­
dered. And what did the justices have to 
say? 

Unanimous Supreme Court Judgments 
When judges deal justly oppression ceas­

es, the poor are protected, and God-given 
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rights of the people are maintained. The 
nine justices Wlanimously condemned the 
actions of the police,· reversed the judg­
ments of the Quebec courts, awarded to 
the appellant $2,000. damages and costs 
throughout. The court costs of such 
drawn-out litigation will be more than the 
damages. 

There are four main grounds upon which 
the Supreme Court decided the issues: 
(1) Duty of the police to obey the law; 
(2) Error of the lower court's judgment; 
(3) Civil and religious liberties of the peo­
ple buttressed; (4) Damages awarded for 
denial of liberty. 

Police Duty ls to Obey the Law 
In modern times the rise of dictatorship 

has led to heavy-handed police action. The 
strong-arm methods of the police state 
have even invaded the democracies. The 
democratic concept of the police as serv­
ants of the public and enforcers of the law 
has changed in many places to the totali­
tarian view, that the palice are the law. 
This was the thinking of these Quebec po­
lice and the Quebec courts supported them. 
But the Supreme Court pulled them up 
short and raised a bulwark against their 
encroachments. 

Justice Taschereau said: "I have no 
doubt that the three respondents' (the 
police) conduct was highly reprehensible, 
and of a nature to offend deeply the 
Plaintiff-Appellant. He clearly had the un­
questionable right to convene at his home 
the meeting where some forty . persons 
were gathered, and to invite Gotthold as 
a preacher. 

·"Moreover, it cannot be said in justifica­
tion of this action that the respondents 
acted in obedience to the order of a supe­
rior officer. Obedience to the order of a 
superior is not always an excuse. The sub­
ordinate must not act thoughtlessly, and 
when he realized that the facts that 
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brought about the order which he has re­
ceived are ill-founded, he should not carry 
out the order ... When they arrived on 
the premises, the three respondents made 
no investigation whatever, did not read any 
of the pamphlets, saw nothing and heard 
nothing which was of a seditious character 
or was illegal. Obviously they must have 
realized easily the futility of the complaint 
of Father Harrington. They had no serious 
information to justify their act, and I do 
not think that they can be absolved for 
what they have done. 

"I find it incredible that a public officer, 
entrusted with high responsibilities, whose 
task it is, not to pfuy the role of a persecu­
tor, but to apply the laws of the land, did 
not realize when he arrived on the prem­
ises that what was going on was clearly in 
conformity with the law .... it was fault 
on their part, although they had the oppor­
tunity of appreciating the absence of any 
illegality, in persisting in the seizure of 
pamphlets and in ordering the persons 
whom the plaintiff had legally invited in 
his house, to disperse. They have commit­
ted a fault and they cannot be absolved. 
They had no legal justification to disperse 
this peaceful meeting." 

The police acted in defiance of law and 
tried to defend themselves on the ground 
that a superior officer had ordered them to 
do this. Justice Kellock (joined by Justice 
Rand) ruled that police officers mus~ obey 
the law. Unlawful orders of a superior offi­
cer are no defense to a subordinate who 
carries them out. He laid down the law on 
this point: "What was the public duty 
here which the respondents were execut­
ing? Not duty to their superior to carry 
out his direction. The public duty is that 
annexed by law to the office of a peace 
officer, a duty to maintain the peace, to en­
force the law by preventing violations of it 
and by taking appropriate action to bring 
transgressors to justice ..... What they did 
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was not in execution of a public duty but in 
carrying out an illegal instruction." 

Justice Locke was quite caustic in con­
demnatfon of the police. He recited Sec­
tions 199 and 200 of the Criminal Code of 
Canada which make it a criminal offense 
to interfere with a religious meeting and 
to interrupt a minister in the course of 
conducting divine service. He then added: 
"The actions of the respondents were thus 
wholly unlawful and criminal in their na­
ture and they were liable to prosecution 
and imprisonment ... there is, in my opin­
ion, no defence to this action. I must con­
fess my inability to understand how it 
can be suggested that a police officer is act­
ing in execution of his duty in committing 
a criminal offence. I am· equally unable to 
understand how a person can deliberately 
commit a crime or tort in good faith . . . 
it is sufficient to say that to commit torts 
or criminal offences is no part of the func­
tions of any public officer." 

Errors of Quebec Courts Condemned 
Justice Kellock in particular analyzed 

and pinpointed the errors of the Que­
bec Court of Appeal and said: "The learned 
judge (Justice Bissonnette) also consid­
ered that the fact the respondents were 
acting under instructions constituted a 
complete defence but he did not ref er to 
any authority in support of. this view." 
Judge Bisi;;onnette had said: "It is prove,d 
Jehovah's witnesses had been chased from 
this locality." Justice Kellock remarked: 

"When the learned judge says that it was 
proven that Jehovah's witnesses had been 
chased away "from the locality in question, 
he is' speaking outside the record. There is 
no such evidence. Had there been it would 
have been entirely irrelevant. When, how­
ever, tHe learned judge says that it was 
well known to the respondents and to their 
superior that Jehovah's witnesses were 
carrying on activities of a seditious char-

12 

acter, he is again speaking outside the 
record. None of the respondents so testi­
fied." The Quebec. Court of Appeal was 
justly condemned. The Supreme Court 
showed that the Quebec GOurt illegally 
wandered out of the record to feed upon 
the fodder of untrue rumor and gossip. 

Justice Kellock continued: "Nor am I 
able to say what the learned judge (Bis­
sonnette) means by his statement that 
'Everybody knows that they were dis­
graced in Quebec and there has been no 
change toward them.' It can hardly be 
meant that such a fact, even if proved, 
would have deprived the ap{Jellant of the 
protection of the courts. Such a sugges­
tion would amount to outlawry." 

And that is exactly what Justice Bisson­
nette did. He, in effect, declared that be­
cause Jehovah's witnesses were unpopular 
and disliked by the Catholic Church and 
her supporters they were outside the law 
and any police officer or other person was 
at liberty to attack them with impunity. 
This thinking is reminiscent of the medie­
val law of heresy. Heretics were outlaws 
and had no rights. The Quebec judges here 
were acting as a heresy court and not as a 
court of law to put Jehovah's witnesses in 
the same position as medieval heretics. 

Civil and Religious Liberties Buttressed 
The Catholic Hierarchy in the province 

of Quebec for generations has presumptu­
ously assumed the status of a state church 
and has denied equal rights to minority 
groups. To enforce her majority rule she 
has resorted to political pressure, influence 
on the police, censorship, commercial pres­
sure and even to mob violence. While 
adopting this course inside Quebec she has, 
in other provinces where she is a minor­
ity, vigorously demanded minority rights. 
Strange though this may be to the reader, 
yet it is exactly in harmony with Catholic 
philosophy. 
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We quote the following . well-known 
Catholic writer, Louis Veuillot (Lecky, 
Democracy and Liberty, II, p. 25): "When 
you are masters, we claim perfect liberty 
for ourselves, in accordance with your 
principles. When we are masters, in accord­
ance with our principles, we will refuse 
it to you." 

The Jesuit publication Civilta Oatolica 
declares: "The Roman Catholic Church 
... must demand the right of freedom for 
herself alone ... in a state where the ma­
jority of the people are Catholic, the 
Church will require that legal existence be 
denied to error [i.e., any belief other than 
Catholic J, and that if religious minorities 
actually exist they shall have only a . de 
facto existence without opportunity to 
spread their belief . . . In some countries, 
Catholics will be obliged to ask full reli­
gious freedom for all, resigned at being 
forced to co-habitate where they alone 
should rightfully be allowed to live. . . . 
The Church cannot blush for her own want 
of tolerance, as she asserts it in principle 
and applies it in practice." 

However, the judges of the Supreme 
Court of Canada have refused to accept 
such Catholic injustice and jesuitical dou­
ble talk as applicable to the law of Canada. 
Canada can be thankful that she has on her 
Supreme Court bench men whose devotion 
to justice will not allow them to be led by 
such religious sophistry but have instead 
taken a firm stand for principles of liberty 
and confirmed the equality of all citizens 
before the law. 

Mr. Justice Taschereau, senior judge 
from Quebec, and a French Roman Cath­
olic, wrote an outstanding statement of 
principles of liberty, He lashed out against 
intolerance and failure to respect the lib­
erty of others. His judgment is a lecture 
in civil and religious liberties to priests 
and others who would deny such rights to 
all save themselves. He emphatically de-
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clares the law of Canada as providing equal 
rights for all, as follows: 

"In our country there is no state reli­
gion. All religions are on an equal footing, 
and Catholics as well as Protestants, Jews, 
and other adherents to various religious 
denominations, enjoy the most complete 
liberty of thought. The conscience of each 
is a personal matter and the concern of 
nobody else. It would be distressing to 
think that a majority might impose its re­
ligious views upon a minority, and it would 
also be a shocking error to believe that one 
serves his country or his religion by deny­
ing in one province, to a minority, the same 
rights which one rightly claims for one­
self in another province." 

The reader should allow this clear state­
ment of law to burn itself with lasting im­
pression on his mind. It is more than a 
statement of law. It is the enunciation of a 
principle of justice that applies in all lands 
and to all people. No one who wants lib­
erty should deny liberty to another. 

Maybe the Catholic clericals or author~ 
ities in Quebec thought they were serving 
their church and province by their actions 
against Jehovah's witnesses. Remember 
that the police invasion of Chaput's home 
was the result of a complaining Catholic 
priest named Harrington. For more than 
twenty-five years Jehovah's witnesses in 
the province of Quebec have suffered kid­
napings, mob assaults, beatings, arrests 
and other forms of persecution. Since 1944 
alone there have been over sixteen hundred 
cases. Time after time it has been revealed 
that Roman Catholic priests have spon~ 
sored the persecution. Even in the present 
case the disgraceful denial of liberty traced 
back again to the Catholic Church. The 
priests have taught the Quebec people that 
to persecute Jehovah's witnesses is the 
way to serve their religion. Justice Tasche­
reau, as a leading Roman Catholic lay­
man, has shown the shocking error (and, 
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incidentally, the shocking injustice) of 
these practices going on under the name of 
·religion. 

The right of freedom of asseinbly has aJso 
been set forth -in a very forceful manner. 
.Justice Taschereau said: "The plaintiff­
appellant clearly had the unquestionable 
right to convene at his home the meeting 
where some 'forty persons were gathered, 
and ta invite Gotthold as a preacher." 

.Justice Locke was equally definite: "The 
appellant, as a resident of the Province of 
Quebec, was entitled to the privileges en­
joyed by all of Her Majesty's subjects in 
that province under the provisions of c. 175 
of the Statutes of Canada, 1851, by which 
it is declared: 'That the free exercise and 
enjoyment of Religious Profession and 
Worship, without discrimjnation or prefer­
ence, so as the same be not made an excuse 
for acts of licentiousness, or a justification 
of practices inconsistent with the peace and 
safety of the Province, is by the constitu­
tion and laws of this Province allowed to 
all Her Majesty's subjects within the same.' 
The :flagrant violation of that right by the 
respondents was a grievous wrong to the 
appellant.'' 

Damages Awarded for Denial of Liberty 
For the first time in Canadian history 

the Supreme Court has ruled that religious 
and civil liberties belong to the people and 
anyone who denies or takes away such 
rights, whether a state official or private 
individual, can be condemned to pay dam­
ages as compensation for such loss. This 
judgment will help to protect these pre­
cious liberties by providing a means of en­
forcing them. 

The police sometimes believe that they 
can arrest people, seize personal property, 
invade homes and places of worship and 
otherwise interfere with the liberty of citi­
zens and still not be liable to process. Jus­
tice Locke shows that such a view is 
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wrong: " ... when, in this small commu­
nity and the surrounding country, it was 
learned that police officers had entered the 
appellant's house, prevented the carrying 
on of a religious service, dispersed those 
assembled and ejected the Minister who 
had been conducting the service, it would 
be generally understood that the appellant 
had been carrying on activities of a crim­
inal nature, and, with others, participated 
in the commission of the offence of sedi­
tion. The fact that a so-called 'raid' had 
been made, that books and pamphlets had 
been seized and the meeting in the appel­
lant's home broken up, also received wide 
pubHcity by being reported in both an Ot­
tawa and a Pembroke newspaper. 

"The flagrant violation of that right by 
the respondents was a grievous wrong to 
the appellant and the damages sustained 
were undoubtedly greatly aggravated by 
the matters which I have above referred 
to. The appellant suffered from the false 
imputation that he had been engaged in 
committing the criminal offence of sedi­
tion at the time referred to. The appellant's 
right to ma1ntain his good name and to en­
joy the privileges conferred upon him by 
the Statute of 1851 are absolute and very 
precious rights and he i$ entitled to recover 
substantial general damages. 

"While, in my opinion, the damages 
should be assessed at a higher amount, I 
def er to the views of the other members of 
the Court that they should be fixed at the 
sum of $2,000." 

Justice Kellock also strongly emphasized 
the right to compensation for such wrong: 
"The appellant su:ff ered an invasion of his 
home and his right of freedom of worship 
was publicly. and peremptorily interfered 
with. In addition to that, his property was 
seized and kept. He was humiliated in his 
own home before a considerable number 
of people. 
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''I would therefore allow the appeal and 
direct the entry of judgment in favour of 
the appellant for $2,000.00 against the re­
spondents jointly and severally, The ap­
pellant should have his cost throughout." 

These statements of law by the nation's 
highest judicial body are a bulwark to the 
religious liberties of the people and put 
teeth into the law so that their rights can 
be enforced by action in the courts. 

Pablic Reaction 
The people of Canada were deeply moved 

by this case which meant so much to all. 
Radio and television commentators f ea­
tured the case from coast to coast as one 
of vital interest to the people. Many liberty­
loving Canadians rejoiced with Jehovah's 
witnesses in this victory for righteousness. 
Typical of the reaction are the following 
quotations from the many editorials that 
have appeared. 

The Ottawa Citizen remarked, Novem­
ber 16, 1955: "As the Supreme Court has 
affirmed, the police in a free society must 
use good sense and good judgment. The 
Chaput decision is a salutary warning 
against arbitrary action by authorities 
charged with enforcing the laws." 

The Windsor Daily Star, November 17, 
1955, said editorially: "Freedom of reli­
gion is a primary possession of free men. 
Together with freedom of opinion and ex­
pression, it is fundamental to our civiliza­
tion . . . It is not enough to insist upori 
freedom of religion for ourselves. We must 
insist upon it also for others. If we deny 
the right to others, we ourselves some day 
may be denied it. Mr. Justice Taschereau 

is to be complimented upon his unequivocal 
language. It shears away the hypocrisy 
with which some have approached the is~ 
sue. His remarks coincide with the highest 

. traditions of justice and with the finest 
concept of freedom of religion." 

The Toronto Daily Star in an editorial 
of November 17, 1955, remarked: "Thus 
the highest court in the land reversing the 
judgment of two Quebec courts, brought 

: down a decision upholding religious free­
dom for all Canadians . . . These judg-
ments go a long way toward assuring 
Canadians the right to practise their reli~ 
gions freely and openly in all parts of the 
Dominion." 

This is the first time in Canadian history 
that the Supreme Court of Canada has 
declared itself on the right of freedom of 
assembly. The case has also established the 
precedent that damages can be awarded 
for denial of civil liberty in order to pre­
vent the province of Quebec from being a 
police state. The case is the latest in a long 
series of legal battles fought by Jehovah's 
witnesses in Canada to preserve their free­
dom of worship in Quebec and to make 
secure the blessings of liberty belonging to 
the Canadian . people. 

Jehovah's witnesses recognize and ap­
preciate the devotion to law and justice 
that has been shown again by members of 
the Supreme Court of Canada. They recog­
nize, however, a higher power, that of Je­
hovah God, who is the real protector of 
his people so that many more people of 
good will in Quebec may yet come to a 
knowledge of God's truth and become true 
worshipers of the Most High God Jehovah. 

A Lesson in Humility 
'ii What does a person of about 140 pounds contain? Pageant magazine of 
March, 1954, answered: "Enough fat for seven cakes of soap. Enough carbon for 
9,000 pencils. Enough phosphorus to make 2,200 match heads. Enough magnesium 
for a dose of salts. Enough iron to make a medium·sized nail. Enough lime for 
whitewashing a chicken coop. Enough sulphur to rid one dog of fleas. Enough 
water to fill a gallon jug." 
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WINSTON CHURCHILL mentioned it as 
far back as 1946. On March 5, in a 

speech at Fulton, Missouri, U.S.A., the then 
prime minister of Great Britain declared: 
''From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in 
the Adriatic, an Iron Curtain has descend­
ed across the Continent.'' 

Stalin's Russia had rung an impenetrable 
censorship down along this line, had sealed 
off herself and her fat midriff of European 
satellites, dividing the Continent jnto two 
worlds, separating the East from the West 
-the Soviet Communist domain from the 
democratic domain. 

Churchill lamented that scarcely had the 
first year tripped by since the close of 
World War TI before the victorious Allies 
were splitting asunder, splitting ideologi­
cally poles apart, even though Russia '''as 
as much a part, even more a part of tradi­
tional Christendom than France or Britain. 
Forces stronger than Christendom's reli­
gions had thrust through the sham alli­
ance, had ripped Christendom into two big 
hunks by this ideological, economic, mili­
tary iron curtain. 

But was that the origin of the iron cur­
tain? 

No. Churchill in 1946 might have popu­
larized the name for the benefit of the 
Western part of Christendom. But it was 
not he who even coined the name. Had not 
Hitler's Nazi propagandists used the term 
''iron curtain'' before World War II when 
describing how the menacing Communist 
power had smothered out the church-and-
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czar rule of Russia and sealed off its mam­
moth sprawling borders from the rest of 
the world? 

So when did the schism called the ''iron 
curtain'' first crack the face of Christen­
dom? 

More than 1,000 Years Ago! 
Dramatically, American columnist and 

author Walter Lippmann sketched the his­
tory of the iron curtain in a speech printed 
in Rotarian magazine for October, 1947. 
Said Lippmann: 

''Let us not forget, though I think we 
often do forget, that between East and 
West there has been an iron curtain for 
much more than 1,000 years. It existed 
long before Stalin and Molotov. It existed 
before there was such a thing as Russia, 
or Britain, or France, or Germany. It exist­
ed before America was discovered. There 
has been an iron curtain dividing the East 
and West of Europe since the Roman Em­
pire became irreconcilably divided, with 
one capital in Rome and another capital 
in Byzantium, and since Christendom be­
came divided into the Latin (Roman) and 
Greek (Orthodox) churches. The iron cur­
tain is not new. It is very old. It is one of 
the oldest, deepest and greatest facts in 
history. Throughout the Middle Ages and 
throughout modern history there has exist­
ed this division, this schism within Chris­
tendom. It has never been overcome .... 

''Let us all remember this. Let the Rus­
sians remember it. Let us remember it. 
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What we are now doing .as Allies who must 
settle the war, ana. as members of the 
United Nations who must preserve the 
peace, is something immensely great. We 
are struggling to overcome the division of 
1,000 years. We are trying to unite civili­
zations which have been separated for 
many centuries, and have grown to be very 
dift'erent in the course of those centuries." 

How the Iron Curtain Split Christendom 
1'tl.e iron curtain, Lippmann indicated, is 

essentially religious in origin. It is the 
fruitage of Christendom's religions' having 
placed allegiance to political ambitions 
above loyalty to God. The iron curtain still 
stands as a monument to the ugliest, oldest 
sore within the festering body of Christen­
dom. It harks back to the fourth century­
to the time· when Emperor Constantine 
moved the capital of the Roman Empire 
from Rome to Constantinople. But later, 
A.O. 395, the Roman Empire was divided 
between Honorius and Arcadius. Arcadius 
was ruler of the Eastern wing of Chris­
tendom from Constantinople. Honorius 
ruled the Western or Latin empire. Then 

, barbarians overran the West (Alaric the 
Goth captured Rome A.D. 410). The bishop 
of Rome, having grabbed up the fallen title 
of the pagan emperor, that is, the title 
pontifex maximu.s, finally ascended in pow­
er over the Western wing of torn, rattled, 
disrupted, benighted Christendom. The 
papacy ruled, in a sense, over ha1f the 
world. It claimed jurisdiction over the 
whole. 

On the other hand the patriarch at Con­
stantinople never forgot, any more than 
did the Eastern princes, that once Rome 
had been ruled from Constantinople. Now 
the empire was divided. Politically it was 
developing iITeconcilable civilizations. The 
pope at Rome could no more enforce his 
authority over the East than the patriarch 
at Constantinople could enforce his author-
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ity over the West. Why, then, should not 
the patriarch feel at least equal in author­
ity and prestige with the pope? 

The more the pope asserted his claims 
the hotter grew the indignation of the pa­
triarch. As the political breach widened 
down the centuries so did the difference in 
dogma between Roman and Greek Catholi­
cism. They fought over the celebration of 
Easter, the single or double nature of 
Christ, idol worship, and whether the holy 
spirit proceeds from both God and Christ. 

At one point the framework of the iron 
curtain appeared to melt in the peaceful 
crucible of the seventh general council, 
which convened in the East at Nicaea in 
787. This council rounded out, by its de­
crees, the entire body of doctrine of the 
"Universal Christian Church." The eccle­
siasth;al schism was apparently filled with 
the cement of universal dogma, replacing 
the iron curtain. 

But after a little more than two centu­
ries of strain, stress and jealousy, battered 
by the pestle of political ambitions, the 
creedal cement proved to be brittle clay 
and down came the unified house of Chris­
tendom, splintering from its sandy founda­
tions right up through the roof. This time 
Eastern and Western Catholicism split over 
the matter of bread, the altar wafer­
whether to use leavened or unleavened 
bread in the sacrifice' of the mass. The 
pope sent a delegation trotting to Con­
stantinople, hoping to settle the argument. 
Haughtily the patriarch at Constantinople 
refused to receive the delegates. The dele­
gates then and there excommunicated the 
patriarch. Church dignitaries do not abuse 
one another to that extreme and then kiss 
and make up, not ever. These ecclesiastical 
fireworks shook the world in June, 1054, 
and Christendom has been divided, East 
from West, to this day. 

After 1054 the church at Rome grew in 
power, shook off government control. It 
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became independent, self-asserting. It took 
on the responsibility of government and 
the preservation of the social. order. It 
crowned emperors and kings. Victorious 
over the West, the p0pe looked for other 
worlds to conquer. Had the church not as­
sumed the name "Catholic"? Could it be 
Catholic without becoming universal? 
Could it become universal without achiev­
ing world domination? 

But there always tetnained the hateful 
exaspetating Eastefti Orthodox wing of 
what had started out to be the Universal 
or Catholic Church, which the pope could 
not bring back in allegiance to Rome. 

Russian Church Ascends 
For, meanwhile, th~ church at Constanti­

nople was not idle in its own pastures. Its 
influence overspread the vast reaches of 
Russia. In time the Russian outgrowth, 
although deriving its origin, its creed and 
its ritual from Constantinople, ascended in 
importance and power while the mother 
church declined. But as a child of Con­
stantinople the Russian church inherited 
the animosity that Rome had always 
leveled at the Eastern church. Russia felt 
the first kiss of death from the papacy 
when, at the birth of the twelfth century, 
the orders of the Teutonic Knights and of 
the fuethren of the Sword, overrunning 
Lithuania and Livonia, and, flying the ban­
ner of the Latin church, attacked Russia, 
crusading not only for conquest but for 
establishment of papal sovereignty. But 
this sword of the church got blunted 
against the iron curtain. 

Then in 1237 the Tartars invaded Russia. 
Pope Innocent IV proposed a deal. He 
would rouse European rulers in a crusade 
and save Russia from the Mongols, Inno­
cent had his price, of course-union of the 
Russian church with Rom(' and the pope 
acknowledged as supreme pontiff over all. 
A more stinging and infuriated turndmvn 
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than Innocent got is hard to imagine: the 
princes and the church of Russia preferred 
to be conquered by the barbarians! 

Just about all the angles were tried by 
the popes-from the buttered tongue to 
Jesuit infiltrations to the blood-drunk 
sword-notably in 1517, 1581 and 1717. 
Then Peter the Great of Russia, evidently 
an observing though ruthless soul, elimi­
nated the possibility of the spiritual ruler's 
being considered superior to the state ruler 
by removing the supreme patriarch and re­
placing him with a hierarchy of clerics re­
sponsible to the state. That transformed 
the Russian church organization into a de­
partment of the state. Now to conquer the 
Eastern church the pope at Rome would 
first have to conquer the Russian Caesar 
or czar. 

This tug of war between East and West 
has seethed, first hot then cold, across the 
iron curtain down the centuries. But here, 
in our generation, a grisly new challenger 
has knocked down the front doors of Chris­
tendom's tottering house. He has shattered 
the composure of her dueling chiefs and 
given them something else to think about. 
In 1917 this modern Attila smashed the 
Russian czar and his cowering church and 
set up a Communist dominion over Russia. 
Following World War TI the implacable 
marplot pitched camp on the front lawn 
of the pope, in.Italy, organizing the biggest, 
strongest Communist party within Chris­
tendom, excluding only Russia. 

Why is it that communism-not a child 
of paganism but of Christendom-sprang 
into power first in the heartland of Chris~ 
tendom's eastern division, Russia, and 
within thirty years found its second-most 
fertile ground in the heartland of Christen· 
dam's western division, Italy? Is it any 
wonder that the social diagnosticians of 
our times are seeing in communism a re· 
action against the politico-religious sys-
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terns spawned by Christendom's two Cath­
olic houses? 

An ironic footnote to the East-West 
struggle within Christendom is that on 
either side of the iron curtain her religious 
heads are ·piping almost word-for-word 
disclaimers that they harbor any ill will 
against communism insofar as its being a 
system of economic control is concerned. 
Declared the Russian patriarch in 1945: 

"Communism, aside from its material­
istic and atheist theories, is quite accept­
able to the Orthodox. Monasteries are 
based on Communist foundations." "We 
consider that Joseph Stalin has created the 
best possible condition for the work of the 
Church." "There are no principal problems 
remaining unsolved between the Soviet 
State and the Russian Orthodox Church." 
\\·'hen that patriarch died, his successor, 
Alexei, wrote a letter to Premier Stalin 
congratulating him as a man "placed by 
the Lord over the peoples of our great 
nation." 
· Since then the Vatican's official mouth­
piece L'Osservatore Romano spoke up for 
the pope: "The pope does not condemn 
Communism as a purely economic system, 
but because it denies God and the super­
natural. That is, insofar as it is atheistic." 

If it has been within the very heartland 
of both of Christendom's chief religions 
that communism came to power, it is a 
joke in the wind to hold up either as a 
world-saving defense against what they 
cannot sweep off their own doorsteps. As 
to how it all will end, there are a hundred 
and one speculations. 

Some hope that the religious East and 
West will wind up their centuries-old dis­
agreement and bury the iron curtain, lead-

ing rather than trailing along on the path­
way to world peace. Some say that if the 
Communist political powers can coexist 
with the democracies, then the churches of 
East and West can resolve their feud as 
they did at the seventh general council in 
787. Others insist that regardless of what 
peaceful understanding the political East 
and West might reach, the papacy will 
never be silent, will never let 9eace endure., 
until the church of Moscow bows to the 
church of Rome. 

Others shout that the only way to rid 
~hristendom of her insufferable iron cur­
tain is by a Western crusade bigger than 
Hitler's that will successfully annihilate 
communism and all its supporters, reli­
gious and otherwise, and "rechristianize" 
the Russians." Just as loudly others cry out 
that the Communist East will overrun the 
West and the great red bear will demolish 
the papacy as it did the patriarchy. 

Then, of course, there are those cheer­
less souls who predict that the peoples of 
Asia and Europe, sickened by both divi­
sions of Christendom, will rise up, throw 
off communism and its lackey Orthodox 
Catholicism, throw off the papacy and all 
it stands for, melting the iron curtain and 
all of Europe with it in one grand finale 
'of anarchy. 

But whatever the outcome, the iron cur­
tain is not new. It is one of the oldest, 
deepest and greatest facts in history; Its 
foundations were burned into the face of 
Europe by the first acid quarrels between 
the Western pope and the Eastern patri­
arch. Its ramparts were raised to frowning 
heights when Catholic Hitler's crusade 
failed to free Russia and Orthodoxy from 
communism.-Contributed. 

~----'--'="----'---'-AGAINST SPEED 
"ti In an automobile ac:ddent in whkh someone is lniu-reti, c:.hanc:e'» d_ a d~ath at 
40 miles an hour are 1 in 16; at 55 miles an hour 1 in 12; at 65 miles an hour the 
chances are 1 in 6.~Science News Letter, July 2, 1955. 
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I ANIMAL BSPADBS I 

Tranaient G-ue8ts 

At Ipswich, England, 5,000 birds got lost in 
a fog, so they dropped in on a hotel just as the 
permanent residents were finishing the soup 
course. In a mighty chirping chorus, the star­
lings insisted on lodging for the night. Since 
the hotel roof was too cold for many of them, 
some tumbled down through chimneys and oth­
ers Just flew in through open windows. When 
the human guests dashed upstairs, starlings 
were fluttering around ceilings and sitting on 
furniture, wash basins and picture rails. The 
manager spent all night evicting them. By 
dawn all had gone except one feathered inter­
loper found asleep in an unoccupied bedroom. 

Canine Impediment 

Bedtime 

In Benevento, Italy, 
a cow was missing. 
Farmer Pietro Filippo 
searched everywhere 
for the cow until he 
was weary. Then he 
decided to go home 
and take a nap. He 
found the cow-snooz· 
ing in his bed. 

In the Transit Authority files in New York 
city there is a report of an escapade probably 
filed under ''D"-for dog. It tells how one day 
motorman Horace G. Belton, who operates a 
BMT Brighton Beach subv. ay express train, 
spied a dug on the tracks as his northbound 
train was passing through Prince Street sta· 
tion. He slowed down the train. The pup looked 
back, broke into a light trot and headed north 
at about three miles an hour. The motorman 
worked his cab whistle, which ought to 
frighten even a dog. But the pup 
seemed to like that. He sat 
down. The train slid to 
an abrupt stop. The 
pup grinned at it, 
wagged his tail 
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and resumed his leisurely 
lope. Passengers on the 
express train by this tin 
were getting vexed by its 
tormenting sluggishness, 
except those up front who 
were having fun shout· 
ing: ''Giddap there, Fido!'' Pacing a train is 
hard work but the dog managed to do it, all 
the way to the Thirty.fourth Street station. 
There the pup, exhausted, sat down for the 
fourteenth time in two miles. Transit employees 
rescued the pup and gave it a drink of water. 
Passenger·s cheered; and with the canine im· 
pediment removed, traffic on the Brighton Line 
got a bit more brisk. 

Bull SeBrion 

At the conservatory of music in Dijon, 
France, an orchestra was rehearsing Beetho· 
ven's Fifth Symphony. The rehearsal came to 
an abrupt halt when a big red bull ambled into 
the hall. The violinist stopped playing, his bow 
poised in mid·air. The flutist ran out of breath 
and the kettle drum ceased. For fifteen minutes 
the bull stayed until keepers from a neighbor· 
ing slaughterhouse drove him out. 

Feathered Freebooter 

When a mysterious poacher began raiding 
Sir Winston Churchill's lily pond, snatching up 
300 of his prize goldfish, it was almost serious 
enough to call Scotland Yard. But the head 
gardener of ancient Walmer Castle solved the 
case. He hid in the bushes and at twilight saw 
a three·foot heron glide in on soundless wings. 
The man stalked the bird for more than two 

hours, steadily closing in. 
Then the net closed, and 
the feathered freebooter, 
caught red·handed snatch­
ing succulent snacks from 
the pond, \Vas captured. The 
freebooter's fate: a "life 
sentence'' at London's Re· 
gent's Park Zoo. 
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HUMANS were 
created to dwell 

within a realm 
bounded by two lim­
its, the · infinitesi- -
mally small and the 
infinitely large. Be­
yond these two lim­
its lies a realm un­
fathomable to im­
perfect man. Curl.­
ou.!ly one may in­
quire, How near can 
one approach to 
these limiting bound­
aries? What is the smallest entity possible a 
person can comprehend? Is there anything 
in the nothingness of space? To answer 
these questions, numbers must be used. The 
nearer the approach to the limiting bound­
aries, the more awesome in size numbers 
become, being either infinitesimally small 
or infinitely large, depending upon which 
direction from unity (1) a person ap­
proaches the boundaries. 

Everywhere around us may be seen ob­
jects of ordinary size-houses and trees, 
Jakes and rivers, or animals and people. 
Objects beyond the ordinary in size at­
tract more than the usual interest. Notice 
how the young in the animal world have 
almost a universal appeal to both youth 
and adult alike. Or, notice how the unusu­
any large in size commands attention and 
sometimes awe and fear. Who is not 
thrilled at the sight of majestic mountain 
heights with their towering snow-covered 
peaks silently pointing upward to the un­
limited espanse above? Or, who has never 
been shocked out of his complacency by 
the brilliant flashes of lightning and the 
accompanying peals of loud thunder during 
a severe electrical storm? While the unusu­
al in· size does attract more than ordinary 
o.\~t\'ill'.t, it l'Oi <un.\'j -w'\'.w 'ay.\)YO'd.~\\\n:g "J.£:TU 

and infinity that amazement is aroused. 
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In our quest for 
the smallest entity 
in the universe 
known to finite man, 
we shall pass by 
such so-called mi­
nuteobjects as living 

. . cells, microbes and 
viruses as being far 
too large for consid­
eration here. Any 
other object, what­
soever, to be seen in 
the most powerful 

• electron microscope 
in existence is also far too large. We must 
go to the foundation stones of the universe, 
to atoms and their constituent elementary 
particles. Notice how near they approach 
to the infinitesimally small in size. 

Atom£ Ant N'l.ti. fo N~M'i\.'i} \.~ S\.'l."% 
Using complex scientific measuring in­

struments, physicists can determine quite 
accurately the size of an atom and the 
much smaller particles composing it. Even 
though these are far beyond the range of 
visibility, sound reasons exist for believ­
ing that the structure of invisible atoms is 
a miniature replica of the solar system in 
many respects. Both the atom and the 
universe, one on the small end and the 
other on the large end of the scale of sizes, 
a)sp)ay ev'laence of dl.v1ne intelligence. 

Examining an atom of uranium, for in­
stance, the heaviest among the ninety-two 
known natural elements, one is amazed at 
its complexity, symmetry and minuteness. 
Experirnental evidences substantiate the 
belief tJ1at the core of a uranium atom is 
composed of two hundred and thirty-eight 
particles~ninety-two of which are protons 

. and one hundred and forty-six neutrons­
all bound together in a dense compact mass 
cy a m-ys\eri.ous powertu) "i:orce. Out at a 
great distance (in the atomic world) from 
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the core, which very near-Jy equals the rel­
ative diameter of earth's orbit around the 
sun to earth's diameter, there are ninety­
two electrons, an revolving rapjdly around 
the core in ordered layers and orbits. How­
ever, instead of revolving in a single plane 
saucerlike as do the planets around the sun, 
there is a marked difference in that respect 
inside atoms. It is believed that the ninety­
two electrons occupy discrete layers, each 
containing a predictable number of elec­
trons. Moreover, in tach layer they revolve 
around the core in all directions so that the 
atom as a whole may be envisaged as a 
multilayered onionlike solid sphere. While 
its outward appearance may be imagined 
to be-solid, in actuality the atom as a whole 
is more than 99.999 per cent empty space. 
Its interior is simply filled with nothing 
tangible, not even air, because a single 
molecule of air is so large by comparison 
that it could not begin to get inside the 
atom. 

There is no evidence to indicate that the 
space inside atoms is any different from 
the space that exists in the great expanse 
of the heavens above, excepting, ~rhaps, a 
little cosmic dust and a few hydrogen 
atoms scattered here and there. Even 
though not c:ontaining mass, space does 
contain energy. The universe and every­
thing in it is immersed in a gigantic s~a 
of electrical energy. According to the Ein­
steinian theory of relativity, mass and 
energy are equivalent to each other. That 
theory having been proved true a thousand 
times over in atomic laboratories, then, 
mass may be considered to be highly con· 
centrated energy, and, vice versa, energy 
may be considered to be greatly expanded 
mass. It was out of this nothingness or 
energy of space in the beginning that the 
Architect of the universe created the heav~ 
ens and the earth. 

A better conception of the minuteness 
of an atom and thP. vastness of its empty 
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space may be gained by means of an 
analogy. Let a globular-shaped beehive 
one foot in diameter represent the core of 
a uranium atom with its two hundred and 
thirty-eight elementacy particles. The elec­
trons whirling aroWld the core may be 
represented by ninety-two bees circling 
around a hive, as they do when disturbed 
by an enemy, In order to bear the same 
proportion in size as exists inside an atom, 
these ninety·twei bees would need to be 
buzzing around the hive at a distance of 
about five miles. Imagine ninety.two bees 
at a distance of five miles circling around 
your head. Would you be able to see them? 
Of course not, unless you used a high· 
powered telescope. Furthermore, in order 
to correspond with the speed of motion as 
exists inside atoms, these bees would need 
to circle their hive at the astounding rate 
of six million billion times every second of 
time. Even though the average diameter 
of an atom is in the order of only five hilll· 
dred-millionths of an inch, yet their pe­
ripheral speed is so great they could cross 
the United States at its widest part in ten 
seconds or less by :flying in a straight line. 

It is now easily understood why an atom 
consists largely of "hole" filled with noth~ 
ing, Also, this explains why it is so easy 
for light waves to pass through solid sub­
stances like glass, or X rays through solid 
steel, with little hindrance. Since the whole 
universe is constructed of atoms as build­
ing stones, it, too, is largely "hole" filled 
with nothing. No wonder, then, that the 
nations are considered as nothing, as the 
"small dust of the balance" in Jehovah's 
sight.-Isaiah 40: 15, 17, 23; Daniel 4: 35. 

What Is "Nuclear Cement"? 
What about the forces that exist inside 

an atom? What holds an atom together so 
that it does not explode? That atoms do ex­
plode under certain critical conditions is 
evidenced in the explosion of atomic 
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bombs. In an atom the forces binding the 
electrons to. the nucleus are believed to be 
electrical in nature. The force existing in­
side the nucleus binding the protons and 
neutrons into a compact mass is a mysteri­
ous unknown quantity waiting to be dis­
covered. It is simply spoken of as "nuclear 
cement." 

The great magnitude of "nuclear ce~ 
ment" may be better appreciated from an 
~~d.~n.t l!.Ci.ient!.~t~ ~rl.i;.'l.i:m~ \.\'\. a-a -.::l­
fort to measure its value. Using highly 
charged proton bullets shot at a target of 
hydrogen nuclei (which also are protons), 
it was found by the researchers that when 
the proton bullets were forced near enough 
to the target to overcome the strong re­
puisive electrical fields that exist between 
the positively charged protons, the "nu­
clear cement" force would then instantly 
take command, absorbing the bullets. Mak­
ing computations they found the intensity 
of this "cemenr to be unimaginable. Com. 
paring it with the gravitational force that 
exists in the solar system, it can only be 
expressed as a number. In the Iartguage of 
mathematicians it is ten to the thirty·sixth 
times the force of gravitation. (Ten to the 
thirt;y-sixth means one followed by thirty­
six zeros.) What an amazing amount of 
latent energy lies within the ato:rn! 

were it possible to harness "nuclear 
cement'' for peaceftJl purposes, aJl WOITies 
a~t 'l\\\\.W~ \'A}Wi'.:l: s.b.urta:~.~ fa-r: \\\~ Wt>T\6. 

would vanish forever. Since a new world 
wherein righteousness will dwell is now 
dawning, it may be that sometime in the 
future the Creator of the atom will reveal 
to men how to harness the latent power 
within the atom for the benefit of mankind. 

A study of the atom discloses that the 
atom itself is not the smallest entity imag. 
inable in the universe by far. Although 
the atom is small, the elementary particles 
withio the atom are less than a thousandth 
as large. Electrons, protons and neutrons 
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within the atom are in reality the building 
blocks of the universe. Since the elemen­
tary particles contain m~, they may be 
c0nsidered to be the present limit, the 
nearest approach to the infinitesimally 
small, the lower boundary to our finite 
world. The size of these foundation par~ 
ticies, though, does not constitute the ulti· 
mate limit in small numbers. A number 
associated with eosmic rays is a millionth 
as. lar~ as. ~ U.t.Jnl.~~ ~Y.!i)>'Z.~Wa']Jl. *'ha. <lJ~ 
of an electron, for instance. 

During recent explorations in the upper 
atmosphere, cosmic rays were discovered 
so powerful and with a frequency so high 
they strike at the rate of ten to the thirti­
eth per second. Cosmic rays speed through 
space in all directions from an unknown 
source at a rate very nearly equal to the 
velocity of light. One wave length of these 
superpowerful cosmic rays, therefore, is 
so short that twelve times ten to the 
twenty-first waves occupy every inch of 
their paths. Even so, one wave length of 
cosmic rays is not the smallest fractional 
number associated with realities; many 
others and much smaller can be found, but 
none are so small as to equal zero. 

The smallest entity in the universe is 
far, far larger than the infinitesimally 
small near zero. Beginning at the smallest 
fractional number imaginable and proceed. 
ing toward zero there remains an infinite 
nuTrkfi.::'.'t l1i. ti'l:Der 'i:Tacnona) mmioers all 
sma.Uer than the smallest imaginable. Here 
Jies the fantastic realm of the inflnitesi­
maJJy small, the domain out of bounds for 
man. Its vastness reflects man's puniness, 
but the Creator's magnificence. The nearer 

·zero is approached, the nearer the nothing­
ness of space also is approached. Even so, 
zero, or nothingness, too, has value; for out 
of it was created every atom iJt the uni­
verse. Only an Omnipotent God could have 
done so, Nothin~, inde~ l~ m~JliJnfb ~J 
God's power. 



MAGNlflCINT QUllN O' THI ADRIATIC 

~n~./v~~~ 
UT, Daddy, why did they build it 
away out here in the water?" asked 
little Timmy as his family drove the 

length of the long bridge that leads from 
the Italian mainland out to this ancient 
island city. And it just so happened that 
this time his father knew the answer to 
this most recent of his son's many ques­
tions. 

He explained that during the fifth cen­
tury, near the close of the Roman Empire, 
this area was being overrun by the Huns, 
Goths and Lombards. Inhabitants of near­
by cities who did not want to surrender to 
the invaders fled to these many tiny islands 
in the lagoon, where they sought protec;:tion 
from the fury of the invading barbarians. 
Poor fishermen and saltmakers used to 
dwell here, but now the urban nucleus of 
the Venetici was born, and the place was 
called "Rius Altus" or "Rialto," literally 
meaning "high bank." Little by little they 
built this into one of the most unusual 
cities in the world, a city that eventually 
was to become noted for her astonishing 
conquests and fabulous riches. 

Little Timmy was amazed at the knowl-
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edge his father had gleaned from the 
guidebook, but his small eyes were soon 

to bulge farther at the sight of this city that 
has been described as "a bride clothed in 
lacework of Burano" and as a fairy that be­
witches her lovers. But Timmy certainly 
was not the first person to be amazed at 
this city, In early times she rid herself of 
the yoke imposed upon her by the Byzan­
tine Empire, surpassed all her competitors 
of the sea, defeated Constantinople and 
gained trade mastel'y through her imports 
and manufacturing. 

Once caned the "Queen of the Adriatic," 
she is today well described as a city of 
beauty and poetry. Her island structures 
rise Up from the sea's edge to be surround­
ed by a colorful VB.l'iety of reflections. The 
decol'ated fa<;ades that face the canals often 
seem to be painted right in the air. A love 
of colors adds to the charm. Gay decora­
tions and elegant spires silhouette against 
the sky. Oriental and European art meet 
and :melt together, and the combination of 
architectural styles that are reflected in 
the rnany canals give the city one of her 
most unusual and charming aspects. 

"But, Daddy, why do we have to park 
the ear? We just got here!" 

That is right, Father explains. Your car 
must be parked imrnediately upon arrival, 
because once you have entered Venice all 
transportation is either by barge, motor­
boat, gondola or foot. And for traffic-weary 
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tourists the lack of automobiles, motor­
cycles or even the normally ever-present 
Italian motor scooters is a pleasant relief. 
The gondolas and motorboats are the water 
taxis of Venice. Boatloads of vegetables, 
water buses full of people and gondolas 
filled with tourists compose the ever­
present traffic on the canals. At night it is 
a restful joy to see the sparkling little 
lights of the gondolas move swiftly and 
si\ently over the g1assy water. Contloliers 
sing their beautiful Italian and Venetian 
love songs, and the sound of the oars dip­
ping into the still water lends to the har­
mony of their voices. The mechanical 
rhythm of modem life does not disturb 
the enchanting atmosphere that is created 
by this wonderful fusion of art and nature. 

Beautiful Piazza San Marco 
"But, Daddy, where's the square with 

the pigeons?" Timothy persists. 
"Soon we shall come to it, my son, but 

first we must cross many bridges." Some 
four hundred bridges cross the 177 canals 
that separate the tiny islands. The most 
famous bridge, of course, is Ponte di Rialto, 
spanning the wide, S-shaped Grand Canal. 
This ancient bridge, completed only in 1591 
and therefore young in relation to other 
structures in Venice, accommodates a num­
ber cf quaint shops where Venetian glass­
ware, silk and leather goods are sold, as 
we11 as famous laces fl'Om nearby Burano. 

Crossing over this bridge with its crowds 
of milling, interesting people, we soon 
come out upon the magnificent piazza, St. 
Mark's Square, which actually resembles a 
stupendous marble reception hall. Screened 
by the monumental walls of the surro~nd­
ing buildings and roofed with a dome of 
brilliant blue sky, this piazza is an impres­
sive combination of two architectural 
styles: classical Renaissance on three sides, 
set against the Romanic-Oriental of St. 
Mark's Basilica on the fourth. Soft music 
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makes it pleasant to sip coffee at one of the 
hundreds of table$ near the plaza's edge as 
one watches the goings-on at this artistic 
center and principal meeting place of Ven~ 
ice. Thousands of pigeons fill the square, 
and they add to the rythm with the beat 
of their wings, ·then settle down again and 
feast on seeds and nuts off erect by tourists 
and visitors. 

At one end of the square is the piazzetta 
on whkh the famous Ducal Palace, a beau­
tiful masterpiece of Gothic architecture, is 
located. At this palace is the famous 
"Bridge of Sighs," which leads to a prison 
of ancient days. 

Streets, Animals and Kindly People 
The names of Venice's bridges and 

stree'l:s show humor and imagination. There 
is Calle dei Scoacamini, Chimney Sweeper 
Street; Ponte della Donna Ones ta, the 
Bridge of the Honest WGman~ CaUe. ~\ 
Preti, Priest's Street; and Calle del Diavo­
lo, Devil's Street. 

These streets, not having to carry motor 
traffic, may be as narrow as the sidewalks 
down which pedestrians pass. A street here 
may be nothing but a narrow lane, just a 
paved path between two buildings several 
stories high, so narrow in fact that cats 
can be seen leaping from the roofs on one 
side of the street to those on the other side, 
far above the heads of the passers-by. 

There are certainly enough of these cats 
in Venice to keep the rats and mice under 
control. Usually these feline friends are 
without owners, sleeping in peaceful nooks 
or cellars. But everyone feeds them, for 
the Venetians do not neglect their domes­
tic animals. Instead 'of throwing food away, 
they bring the remaining bits of their meal 
down to the street and off er them to the 
cats. Then, there is the blind man who 
breaks bread into little crumbs every night 
so that the -pigeons that knock on his win­
dowpane in the morning can have their 
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breakfast. No one kills cats or pigeons, 
not even sick ones, and this, we are told, 
is due to some superstition. 

The kindness and gentleness of the peo­
ple is noteworthy, despite the roughness of 
the sailors and fishermen. In the market 
place they may call you "master" or "pro­
fessor" as they offer merchandise. Even 
the poorest among them is called capo, 
meaning "chief." There is a saying that 
"if the Paduans [whose city is noted for its 
university] are ~at doctors, then the 
Venetians are great lords." 

Yes, Venice has its poor_. Many can af­
ford little more than a bowl of pasta e fa­
gioli (spaghetti with beans) or, at the most, 
fried fish of the cheapest kind and corn 
bread. But a number are now growing rich 
spiritually since Jehovah's witnesses have 
been offering them the opportunity to 
learn of God's promised new world, in 
which there will be no hunger or, thirst, 
when all of earth's inhabitants will have 

'Life on Earth 
Just a Pilgrimage' 

l~l~l~/[1!11~1!11!1/~l~~llf llf /11/lf llllllllf llllllllllillillllliliillillilllrliilli/1111111 

"WILL man's soul ever die?" In reply 
to that question Linus M. Riordan, 

Ph.D., writing in the Denver, Colorado, 
Register, for July 5, 1953, answered: "No. 
Man's soul is immortal, that is, immune 
from death. How do we know that man's 
soul is immortal? We know the fact both 
from divine revelation and from reason." 
He further asserts that "Sacred Scriptures 
relate that man's life on earth is just a 
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the necessities of life, and when they will 
all be equally respected by their world­
wide family of Christian brothers.-Psalm 
145:15, 16; Micah 4:4; Acts 17:26. 

Little Timmy's family could easily see 
why travelers consider Venice a "must" on 
a pleasure trip through Italy. Indeed theirs 
was an interesting visit to this ancient "Re­
public of the Sea" that ha!) played such an 
important part in the history of Europe 
during the Middle Ages. As they drove 
away they were, as are most visitors, sorry 
to leave this colorful city where the peace­
ful atmosphere and pleasant architecture 
are reflected in the ever-present waters, 
The departjng visitor imagines that h& 
still hears the music in the piazza, the 
voices in the streets, and the distinctive 
sounds of this quaint city of gondolas. And 
he echoes the song sung by young and old 
in St. Mark's Square or in a gondola along­
the quiet waters: "Row on and on, gondo­
lier." 

pilgrimage. Man is just a wayfarer, a trav­
eler, journeyjng through life. The whoJe­
story of divine revelation is directed to 
man's eternal home in heaven." 

This conclusion of his is based, upon the 
doctrine of the inherent immortality of the 
human soul. Like the pagan philosophers 
Pythagoras, Socrates and Plato, he speaks 
of the human soul as immortal and says, in 
substance, that it is the body that dies, but 
the soul lives on. He states that this con­
clusion is reached "from divine revelation 
and from reason." 

God does invite us to reason together, 
so let us so reason. (Isaiah 1:18) Riordan 
cites Matthew 10:28 as proof that the soul 
is jmmortal, and presumably Matthew 
22:32, where it states: "'I am the God of 
Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God 
of Jacob'? He is the God, not of the dead, 
but of the living.'' (New World Trans.) 
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Since this latter text says nothing about 
the soul, it cannot be said that it is the 
souls of these men that live on. These men 
can be considered alive in God's sight, for 
he has a place for them in his new world, 
when he brings them back in a resurrection. 

As for Matthew 10:28, according to the 
Catholic Douay translation, it reads: ''Fear 
ye not them that kill the body and are not 
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him 
that can destroy both soul and body in 
helf." Jesus Christ is authority here that 
Jehovah God "can destroy both soul and 
body in hell r Gehenna) Greek_] . " The fact 
that he can destroy the soul proves it is 
mortal and not immortal. After men have 
killed our bodies and so put us to death, 
they cannot prevent our re~urrection from 
the dead, from hades, at Christ's second 
presence. But when God destroys the hu· 
man soul by casting it into Gehenna, it 
means there will be no f.utu'l'e 1ifo for sut:h 
soul. There will be no resurrection from 
the dead for it. It is blotted out of exist· 
ence. It means annihilation for the soul. 
No destroyed souls are resurrected from 
Gehenna, for it means "second death." 
-Revelation 20:14, 15; 21:8. 

Since those who support the immortal 
soul doctrine cannot produce one scripture 
in its defense-not one scripture in the 
whole Bible that says the human soul is 
immortal-it ought to be enough if we 
produced just one scripture to prove the 
soul mortal, destructible. 

But there are literally dozens of them. 
First, we take this one necessary scripture 
from Ezekiel 18: 4, which reads in part: 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die." And 
again verse 20: "The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die." These inspired verses say the 
soul dies. Whom are we to believe, God or 
man? 

Note the following scriptures that prove 
the soul mortal: "Let my soul die the death 
of the righteous." (Numbers 23:10, mar· 
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gin) "His soul was vexed unto death." He 
said: "Let my soul die with the Philis­
tines." (Judges 16:16, 30, margin) "De­
liver our souls from death." (Joshua 2:13, 
Douay) "Their soul shall die in a storm, 
and their life among the effeminate." (Job 
36: 14, Douay) "He spared not their souls 
from death, and their cattle he shut up in 
death." (Psalm 77:50, Douay) And there 
are many others that could be cited, such 
as Psalm 78:50; 33:19, 20; 116:7, 8; Isa­
iah 53:12; Matthew 26:38; James 5:20: 
Revelation 16:3. 

If the soul is not immortal but mortal, 
as the Bible teaches, what part of man sur­
vives to go to heaven? No part. The Sacred 
Scriptures do not teach that man's "life on 
earth is just a pilgrimage," that "man is 
just a \Vayfarer, a traveler, journeying 
through life." Demon·worshiping pagan 
religions so teach, but not God's Word. 
'l'here is absolutely no proof that men of 
God who had lived before Christ's time 
hoped to go to heaven. 

Paul the apostle tells us that Abel, Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham and others received God's 
approval because of their faith. "In faith 
all these died, although they did not get 
the fulfillment of the promises." Concern­
ing King David it is written that he was a 
man after God's own heart, yet the inspired 
apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost, ten 
days after the ascension of Jesus to hitavicn, 
declared: "Actually David did not ascend 
to the heavens." Jesus said that of all those 
born of women there were none greater 
than John the Baptist, stil1, concerning 
John, Jesus said: "But a person that is a 
lesser one in the kingdom of the heavens is 
greater than he is." Why? Because John 
the Baptist will never be in heaven, even 
though he was faithful to his commission. 
-Hebrews 11:1-39; Acts 13:22; 2:34; 
Matthew 11: 11, New World Trans. 

According to Jesus, who spoke with au­
thority, and who came from heaven, not 
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one of those faithful men who. preceded 
him went to hea'ven. It is up to you to be­
lieve whom you please, either your clergy­
man or Jesus; In his conversation with the 
Jewish ruler Nicodemus, Jesus said: "No 
man has ascended into heaven." This is 
proof conclusive that no one went to heav­
en before Jesus' day.-John 3:13, New 
World Trans. 

The reason why these good and faithful 
men did not go tc;> heaven and never can 
be in heaven is plai~ly set forth in the Bi­
ble and enables one to see clearly what is 
required to take place before one of the 
human race can be taken to heaven. 

The Bible is consistent throughout. It 
allows no room for the pagan doctrine of 
human immortality. The Scriptures teach 
that man is a soul, made out of the earth 
"and made of dust." Since no flesh-and­
blood creature can enter heaven (1 Corin­
thians 15:50). it follows that a man could 
not enter heaven without being changed 
from human to spirit. Jesus made this plain 
to Nicodemus: "Most truly I say to you, 
Unless anyone is born again, he cannot see 

the kingdom of God." "Unless anyone is 
born fr<?m water and spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God."-1 Corinthians 
15:47, John 3:3, 5, 6, New World Trans. 

In other words, in order for a rhan to go 
to heaven he must be born of the spirit and 
become a spirit creature. This was not pos­
sible prior to Christ's time. What, then, 
was their hope, if not heaven? They hoped 
to live in a peaceful paradise earth. Note 
their words: "What man is he that feareth 
Jehovah? Him shall he instruct in the way 
that he shall choose. His soul shall dwell at 
ease; and his seed shall inherit the land." 
"But the meek shall inherit the land, and 
shall deJight themselves in tlle abundance 
of peace." Theirs was a journey of faithful­
ness to attain this goal through a resurrec­
tion. The Lord's other sheep today have 
that same hope, but theirs may be attained 
without dying. The Bible does not agree 
with Riordan that man's life on earth is 
just temporary and that his eternal home 
is heaven. Man's home is the earth and in 
God's due time he will inhabit it.-Psalm 
25:12, 13; 37:11, Am. Stan. Ver. 
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Moscow Acts-
Washington Reacts 

~ Moscow is waging psycho­
logical warfare day and night 
in Europe, Africa and Asia. 
Moscow promises almost any­
thing, even its last piece of 
bread, and seems to get away 
with it. In this psychological 
war Moscow acts and Wash­
ington reacts. Said Senator 
Estes Kefauver regarding his 
recent travels abroad: "I have 
found that ... the Communist 
leaders acted and we reacted." 
fNew York Times, 11/27) There 
are exceptions. such as the 
Eisenhower aerial inspection 
plan; but observers believe 
that generally the U.S. plays 
the ostrich game or else spends 
its time· weighing, pondering 
and considering. In the mean· 
time the U.S. loses the oppor­
tunity for scoring a psycholog­
ical victory. Recently Moscow 
tested its biggest R-bOmb. Mos­
cow offered to stop its nuclear 
bomb tests if the U.S. would do 
the same. This proposal caught 
the U.S. off balance. Instead of 
making a countermove, Wash­
ington reacted as if it were 
checkmated, psychologically 
speaking. The president's press 
secretary said there would be 
no comment on it. Diplomat 
Dunes could only manage to 
say that it is a complicated 
matter. Thus one Washington 
correspondent wrote: "The 
&iviets are running drc\es 
around American efforts. 
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Washington spends its time re­
acting to Soviet actions and 
Soviet propaganda. It spends 
its time turning down Kremlin 
proposals, while the Soviets are 
busy turning up new schemes 
to embarrass the West." 

Russia's Traveling Salesmen 
+ "Welcome Bulganin and 
Khrushchev"-t his kind of 
headline appeare4 in Novem­
ber in the newspapers of India. 
Communism's traveling sales­
men had come to sell neutral 
India on the idea of closer 
friendship with Russia. Being 
the biggest neutral in the 
world, India's positive friend­
ship offers Russia a potential 
prize of first magnitude. So the 
Soviet salesmen made no hur­
ried trip of it; they stayed for 
18 days and made an India· 
wide tour. The Nehru govern­
ment encouraged Indians to 
we1come the visitors. 'They dld. 
At Calcutta a crowd of 2.000,-
000 cheered the Soviet leaders. 
Keeping up an energetic pace, 
they attended state banquets, 
formal receptions and folk fes­
tivals. In public appearances 
they rode elephants, wore 
beaded hats and floral wreaths 
and kissed babies. Visiting an 
observatory, Khrushchev asked 
for his horoscope, but was told 
that it would take weeks of 
reading the stars to prepare. 
The S.ov"i.et salesmen otten 
talked less like salesmen than 

like kind senior partners down 
on an inspection trip. Said 
Khrushchev: "We love India. 
_ . . If you want to send your 
people to Russia for training, 
do so by all means. We will 
share our last piece of bread 
with you." Though on one oc­
casion Prime Minister Nehru 
told the Russians "we are in no 
camp," it was clear that the 
sales talk sent many Indians 
into ecstasies. Said the anti­
communist Times of India: 
"Bulganin and Khrushchev 
have the commercial salesmen 
of the West beaten to a fraz­
zle." 

On Tour in Bunu3 
~ Crossing the Indian border 
into Burma, the Soviet Union's 
"traveling salesmen" were met 
by an enthusiastic crowd In 
Rangoon. The two Soviet lead­
ers clowned with floral wreaths 
and played the role of warm, 
friendly, sincere men. The Rus­
sians were towed in a huge 
decl)-rated barge round Lake 
Inle by 800 boatmen paddling 
canoes with their feet. Khrush­
chev gave an anti'British talk: 
''They ruled you and tried to 
tell you that it was God who 
sent them to rule you .... They 
consider you savages and bar­
barians." (The "savages" re­
mark was later denied by Mos­
cow.) There were cheers for 
the Russians. When they de­
parted, the Soviet salesmen 
left a sample of their wares: 
a Soviet transport plane. So­
viet technicians remained to 
teach the Burmese how to fly 
and maintain it. One result of 
the visit was that more and 
more Soviet technicians will be 
coming to Burma. Burmese po­
Ji tical observers regard the So­
viet leaders' week-long visit as 
proof that Burma's policy of 
nonalignment in international 
politics has begun to pay sub­
stantial dividends. Western ob­
servers agreed that it would be 
most difficult now for the West 
to sell the Burmese the idea 
that the Soviet 1eadership Is 
evil. 
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Ool<lseal Dlplomatk Bhmder * When the Soviet leaders 
visited India, they won the big­
gest applause by denouncing 
Portugal for holding on ta Goa, 
a tiny eolany on the west coast 
of India. Though Portugal has 
ruled Goa for more than 400 
years, today Coa is a delicate 
subject, The Indians can reach 
the boiling point over Goa 
qUlcker than over almost any 
other subject in the world­
even without the Soviet Union's 
fanning of the hot coals of In· 
dian resentment. For this rea­
son the U.S. has studiously 
maintained a' neutral attitude. 
But in December the U.S. found 
itself Jn the middle of the Goa 
cross fire, Secretary of State 
Dulles issued a statement, also 
signed by Portuguese Foreign 
Minister Cllllha, that was a re­
action to the denunciations of 
Portugal made by the Soviet 
leaders in Indla. The statement 
referred to Goa as "a Portu­
guese prov:ln~." directly con­
trary to the Indian viewpoint. 
The Indians boiled over. News. 
papers not only made it the 
biggest story of the day but 
they called it one of the great 
diplotnatlc blunders of modern 
history. As one reporter put i,t, 
the Indians "took off after Mr. 
Dulles like a pack of hcmnds 
that have caught the scent of 
a fox." Said the anticommunist 
Times of India: "If it is not 
colonialism for a foreign coun­
try t-0 hold Goa and Macao 
then it cannot be imperialism 
for Russia to dominate Ro­
mania and Czechoslovakia," 
The wave of anti·Amerlcan 
feeling that swept over India 
was believed by observers to 
be without precedent. Wash­
ington's reaction to statements 
of Soviet leaders generated 
more ill will against the U.S. 
than Marshal Bulganin and 
Salesman Khrushchev could 
ever have lmagincd or even 
dared hop'ed for. 

Mosoow Gloats over Middle East 
+ The West has had to cbme 
face to face with a shocking 
reality: since the "summit" 
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conference last summer, Russia 
bas become a major power 1n 
the Middle East. To keep Mos­
cow out, the West erected a 
military wall across the "north. 
em tier'' of the Middle East. But 
Moscow has, as lt were, para· 
chuted behind the wan. It has 
landed Jn Egypt in force. There 
its ntisslons--economic as wen 
as military-are flowing in. 
It seems on the point of doing 
the same thing in Syria, It 1s 
threatened in Saudi Arabia. 
Now the Soviet Union is mak­
ing overtures toward Greece. 
In the Cyprns issue Russia has 
backed Greece. So emblttered 
have relations become between 
Greece, Britain and the U.S. 
that Greece has remained aloof 
from NATO joint maneuvers 
and virtually suspended co­
operation with Turkey in the 
Balkan alliance---to the delight 
of Moscow. Last May Moscow 
made progress toward "neu­
tralizing" the Balkan Defense 
Pact by soothing relations with 
Yugoslavia. Now Moscow eggs 
Gr~e on to split with the 
Turks over Cyprus. Such a hap· 
penlng would vl.rtually shatter 
the Balkan pact. Now the So· 
Viet press speaks of the "strong 
frlendly ties" between Russian 
and Greek peoples. The new 
emphasis on Greece in the So· 
viet press followed the passing 
of Field Marshal Alexander 
Papagos and his replacement 
as premier by Constantine Ka­
ramanlis. Western observers in 
Moscow believe that the Krem­
lin is encouraging Greece's new 
government to be more friend· 
ly and perhaps even more neu· 
tral. 

Cyprus: Guns in Monasteries 
• The majority of the inhabit­
ants of Cyprus are of Greek 
descent. They belong to the 
Greek Orthodox Church, rep­
resE!nted on the island by Arch­
blshop Makarios. Besides head· 
ing the church, the archbishop 
heads the political drive of the 
Greek majority for self-rt.Ile, 
with a li'ght to join Greece. 
Also pushing the drive for self­
rule is EOKA, the island's 

Greek terrorist organization. 
The archbishop refuses to CtJtt­
demn EOKA since, as he ex­
plains, "I · would not sel"Ve 
enoais [self-rule] by condemn· 
ing EOKA." EDKA is so strong 
now that Greek police, tearing 
the terrorists, are behind barri­
cades at night instead of out 
on their beats. The terrorists 
have seized guns in daylight 
raids and are suspected of hav­
ing built up arms dumps. 
Searches, however, have failed 
to lead to significant discover­
ies. Wlth EOKA becoming well· 
armed and violence against 
British troops increasing, Lon· 
don declared a state of emer­
gency in Cyprus. After four 
British troops were shot and 
wounded bl the center of Nico­
sia, the searches for EOKA 
arms dumps were intensified. 
At dawn on December 8, B.rit· 
ish forces, suspecting that 
Greek Orthodox monasteries 
were more than places of 
prayer and meditation, began 
a search of all the religious 
buildings. Said the official an· 
nouncement: "Monasteries 
throughout the island were 
searched by security forces. 
Some weapons and small quan· 
tities of explosives were found. 
Eight arrests were made." 

Dtsa.rmament Deadlock 
~ On the eve of the Geneva 
Foreign Minister's conference 
Premier Bulganin said: "I do 
not see, therefore, any reasons 
why we could not arrange to 
reach agreement on these ques· 
tions [of disarmament]." .Pres· 
!dent Eisenhower responded: 
"I am encouraged that you are 
giving such full consideration 
to my Geneva proposal [for 
aerial inspection]." That was 
one of the last fl rm expressions 
of optimism that "the Geneva 
spirit" was still alive. The illu· 
sion was short-lived. At the 
conference Russia refused to 
agree on the president's mu­
tual aerial inspection plan. The 
issue went back to the U.N. 
There Russia proceeded to de· 
rnolish whatever was left 'of 
the hope of compromise on the 
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issue. In a speech Soviet dele­
gate Vassily V. Kuznetsov con­
tended that the U.S. opposed 
disarmament and the prohibi­
tion of nuclear weapons. As he 
blew out the last -flicker of 
hope, the Soviet delegates said 
that the aerial inspection plan, 
after all, would only increase 
international suspicion and 
tension. 

"La Preosa" Returns 
~ In 1869 the Paz family of 
Buenos Aires began publishing 
a ohe-sheet leaflet that was to 
become no ordinary news­
paper .. For La Prensa became 
famous throughout Latin 
America; it gained a world· 
wide reputation for its cover· 
age of international affairs. In 
quality La Prensa ranked with 
the world's great newspapers. 
But La Prensa's stand for free­
dom made enemies. Corrupt 
politicians hated it. The Ro· 
man Catholic clergy attacked 
the newspaper because it fa . 

vored lay education. But the 
one who hated it the most was 
Dictator Per6n. In March, 1951, 
he seized La Prensa; its owner· 
editor Dr. Gainza Paz fled Ar· 
gentina. Since then Dr. Paz has 
been awaiting the day when he 
could .return and resume pub­
lishing. In November, with 
Per6n himself in exile, Pr. Paz 
flew home with "indescribable 
emotions" to realize that 
dream. The basis for Dr. Paz's 
)oy was an OYd't':Y by thl:'. j'.>!O· 
visional government o! Presi· 
dent Pedro Eugenio Aramburu 
that returned La Prenza to its 
former owner. Dr. Paz plans to 
re·establish the policy started 
in the newspaper's first edi· 
tion: "Independence, respect 
for the private individual and 
reasoned criticism of public 
officials-but not of the individ· 
ual personalities-will be our 
creed." 

Safe Driving Day 
+ In barely two generations, 

automobiles Jn America have 
brought injuries to an estlmat· 
ed 45,000,000 persons and have 
left the roads strewn with the 
iifeless bodies of a million 
men, women and chUdren. For 
all this, man still seems to re· 
quire constant reminders of 
the need to drive safely every 
day. In 1954 Safe Driving Day 
was inaugurated; it was a fail· 
ure. That day 51 persons were 
killed in accidents. But there 
was better hope tor S·D day 
in 1955. For 30 days all com· 
munications media emphasized 
the do's and don't's of highway 
behavior. The day came. But 
the nation's drivers failed to 
make it meaningful: it posted 
a high toll with 69 persons 
killed in accidents. This was an 
increase over 1954's S·D day 
death toll of 35.3 per cent. Un­
fortunately, Safe Driving Day, 
which should have been a 
model for every day, was itself 
like every day. 
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RADAR SCANS T~E SKIES! 
In ancient times it was the WATCHTOWER. From this vantage point the 

faithful watchman warned of approaching danger or announced good ti­
dings. The security of the nation depended on his eyes! 

More serious than an attack from enemy planes, a 
deadly assault is being made today on true worship. As a 
faithful watchman the Watchtower magazine warns of the 
impending crisis and heralds the good news of God's king­
dom. Read it twice a month for a year by mailing the 
coupon below with $1. Three timely Bible treatises will 
also be sent. 
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WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BR 0 0 KLYN 1, N. Y. 
Plea~e send m<! The Watchtower for one y<!ar. 

I am also to receive three prin1.ed sermons for a ctlng promptly. Enclosed Is $1. 

'i:.n~t an11 Numbtt 
Name ......................................................................................... ., ...•..... or Route and Box ........................................................... - ••.•.. - .... . 

Clty ......................................... . Zone No. _____ .. State 
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DETOURI Bridge Out Aheadl 
Would you ignore such warnings? Of course not! 

You would foJlow the detour or consult your 
road map for a safe way to your destination. 
Unknown to most people, a real danger lies 
ahead on the road this worJd is traveling. It 
spells disaster t~ the unwary. The Bible, as a 
faithful road map, clearly marks the danger. 
It warns of the great chasm of Armageddon 
looming straight ahead. Can you avoid it? As a 
skillful and careful driver observes all road 
signs, your safety, and that of your family, de­
mands that you take immediate notice of the 
danger signs now appearing all around us. 

But suppose you could 
not read the signs? 

Would you be offended at a stranger 
_ who gave you warning? You would 

count him a friend if be would show 
you from your own map the safe way 
to go---even if it meant an about-face! 

Get acquainted at once with the book You May Sur­
vive Armageddon into God's New World. It is a true 
friend. It points to the Bible's sure prophecies of this 
world's end and a way of safety for all who will take it. 
Send 50c for the book today and be directed to the 
Bible for sound counsel. It can mean your life! 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y, 

Please send me at once the 384-page hard-bound book 

You May Survive Armageddon into God'/$ Nr;n,v World. I am enclosing 50c. 

Street and Number 
Name·····--·-······-······--·····-··-- .................................... . or Route and Box --· .................... __ ................... . 

Clty ............ "·····---···· ?..one No. -- - .. State _ ...... - .- ..... 

,_,_€Ii MAIL 

COUPON 

TODAY! 
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:l2 A W'AKE! 


