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Substitutes for Simple Truth 

A:"lY h'Jmor in the cartoon surrounded 
the truthfulness of the sittlation i: 

depicted. It showed two distinguished gen­
tlemen reading the church bulletin board. 
Notices were headed: Oyster Supper, Ba­
zaar, Play, Sale. Auction. Chickea Supper, 
Country Fair. Finally. bending low to read 
another almost hidden notice one man 
exclaimed: "Well, well! They also preach 
the gospel here!" 

Many th:ngs besidE'S the gospel are re­
sorted to in order to get people into today's 
churches. Some organizations use ventrilo­
quist preachers, "Gospel Puppets." magic 
or ultraviolet light to dramatize handwrit­
i!Jg on the wall. A Colorado church passed 
out handbills that shouted: "HEY KIDS~ 

Your Chance to Send a BaH:lOn Sailing 
Through the Skies ..•. Bring Mom and Dad 
too." And a Blackpool, Er.gland, clergyman 
even used an old-fashioned slingshot and 
a pistol loaded with blanks to color up bis 
sermons. 1t e.ppe~Is to the cl:ildren, he ~id. 

Often the most popular and respectable 
churches in town accomplish the same pur­
pose by becoming sociaJ clubs-providing 
good times but llttIe knowledge. They have 
panies, suppers, picnics, soft lights, sweet 
musiC', resplendent robes 8.-'ld a beautiful 
choir, but their members ha.ve a very 
shallow understanding ot God's Word. 
There is nothing particula.rly wrong with 
these things, but the point is that some-
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thing is ""TOng when the churches must 
resort to them for attendance, membership 
(}r flnanciaJ income. After all, the message 
should be reore im;lortant than the bim­
mings. 

SaId The Chriatian Century last AprU 
27: "Think of what is done with the 
church's main chance: vapid pep talks, arid 
skull sessions, half-baked politics, haIt­
cooked. therapi.es, little Bible stories th8.t 
completely miss the poInt of the Bible, out­
moded, discredited stereotypes. This is our 
preaching, by and large. Men and women 
are ready to hear what God has spoken. 
and. the preacher 'g~ts a few things off his 
mind,' as one venerable parson defined his 
preaching. " 

JUst a clear, silT.ple and pointed explana­
tion of God's Word would be electrifying. 
The truth contained there is so different 
from the cWTent religious diet that it 
alone would seize atte:J.tion, .!o'tir contro­
versy and jolt the people out of the Idea 
that all religions are the same. It is this 
very practice of rejecting controversy and 
difference on doctrine tha! prompts the 
apathy shown In today's religions. It is 
because of this apathy that the churches 
must turn to socials, bazaars, plays, RUC· 

tione, square dances and the like in order 
to draw attendance or to get the money 
they need. The fact that they must resort 
to these things showa tiJat they have lQst 
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the urgency, faith and zeal that have al­
ways marked true religion. 

Paul preached simple truth. But it was 
so startling that he did not need magic 
shows, gospel puppets or church bazaars 
to cause a sensation. When at Ephesus, he 
explained something that many people who 
how to statues today do not know. namely. 
that "the ones which are made by hands 
are not gods." This pure truth, simple as 
it sounds, so electrified the city that a 
great indignation mass-meeting was held 
and the whole city was filled with confu­
sion. Early Christians were accused of 
turning the world upside down. not because 
they gave away free balloons and had pic­
nIcs and church suppers, but because of 
the impressive truthfulness of their preach­
ing.-Acts 19:26; 17:6, New World Trans. 

They had none of the dullness of present­
day religion, hut had a real zeal for truth. 
It is through replacing that zeal for truth 
with men's theories, philosophies, econom­
ics, politics ·and little platitudes about 
life that today's religions have lost the 
vigor and enthusiasm that was an identi­
fying characteristic of first-century Chris­
tians. And when the things modern religion 
has substituted for true worship fail to 
work. then rather than getting back to the 
view the apostles had, the churches go 
farther the other way, resorting to socials, 
l1azaars, short sermons, long robes, a soft 
organ and a quiet atmosphere to lull and 
satisfy the people. But real spiritual bene­
fit does not just soothe the mind with soft 
words and peaceful music, nor quiet the 
day's cares with soft lights and flickering 
candles, but rather it helps you to get right 
with God. 

True worship puts principle ahead of 
popularity_ It is far more concerned with 
being friends with God than with the 
world. It finds that God's Word frequently 
disagrees with the world's course. It faces 
facts, explains facts and holds to them. Its 
truth is so startling in comparison with 
the world's present course that it can, 
as the apostles did,. seize attention, stir 
thought and awaken interest without hav­
ing to use the "social" or "spectacular 
stunt" approach. 

Thus, it is through logic and reasoning, 
through impressing upon the minds of its 
hearers the simple truth of God's Word, 
that the fastest-growing Christian organi­
zation today operates. It deals with infor­
mation rather than st1mts, with teaching 
and with Christian education rather than 
with socializing. And though it is one of 
the smaller groUps, it has had the largest 
of assemblies, having had even a fantastic 
165,000 wide-awake people at one hour­
long Bible lecture in Yankee Stadium, New 
York, in 1953! 

What is there about simple, easily under­
stood Bible truth that, in this materialistic­
minded twentieth century will draw so 
many people, and demand from them the 
same devotion that first-century Chris­
tianity had? That is an important question. 
It can most easily be understood through 
demonstration. So why not examine this 
activity of Jehovah's witnesses for your­
self. to see what attracts so many earnest 
people, and what a religion is like that deals 
with the mind rather than with emOtion, 
and with simple, clear Bible truths rather 
than with their many modern-day sub­
stitutes? 

MY WIfE, OOCTOIt? 

4 

"When my wife has a temper tantrum, she holds her breath until she 
is blue in the face or until I give in. Is this dangerous?" 

"Holding her breath, no; givIng in, yes."-LadieB' Home Journal, 
May, 1955. 

AWAKE! 



HEALTH and life are the desire of all 
intelligent persons. And that for good 

reason for with health and life there is so 
much iliat we can accomplish, so much that 
we can enjoy. Medical science Is trying 
hard to bring to the people more health and 
life but the fact remains that in spite of 
all its efforts malignant and degenerative 
diseases as well as mental and nervous ail~ 
ments are on the increase. As a result more 
and more people are turning to some form 
of "divine healing." 

Thus under the heading UWbat God 
hath wrought by faith!" America'8 Healing 
Magazine~ circulation 435,000, publishes 
in each issue testimonials by persons who 
claim to have been healed. Eighty-four 
television stations each week at a cost of 
$10,000 broadcast its faith h~ing pr?­
gram. And representative of the mterest In 

divine healing in Europe is the series on 
the subject published in the Scottish Sun-­
day Mail. It also reported on cases of heal­
ing told why a Glasgow minister became 
a f~ith healer and how the British Medical 
Association was co-operating with the 
Church of Scotland Commission on Divine 
Healing. 
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Christ Je8U8 and hi8 early disciples 
performed many miracles by the aid 
of GOO/8 power. Can the same be said 
of faith healer8 today' If not, what is 
God'8 healing program for today' 

However, while good physical health Is 
very desirable, there is something far more 
important, and that Is spiritual health. 
Spirttual disease with its trults of Immo­
rality, strife, confusion, superstition, igno­
rance and hypocrisy leads not only to the 
grave but to annihilation In view of the 
fact that we are in God's judgment period. 
That is why the Bible puts the emphasis 
first on spiritual healing. In fact, all of 
man's physical troubles are merely the out­
growth of his having first become spiritu­
ally sick, even as the Bible tells us: 
"Through one man sin entered into the 
world and c;leatb through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men because they had 
all sinned."-Romans 5:12, New World 
Tram. 

So that man might get healed from his 
spiritual sickness as well as from his physi­
cal diseases God sent his Son to earth, 
whom John the Baptist introduced as "the 
Lamb of God that takes away the sin of 
the world." While God was under no obli­
gation to provide cure for man,' yet he 
chose to do so in order that his original 
purpose regarding the earth and man 
might be realized, namely, to have the 

5 



whole earth a paradise tilled with righteous 
creatures.-John 1:29, New World Tram.; 
Genesis 1:28; Isaiah 45:18. 

Ood's Present Healing Program 
Just as God had a due time for Christ 

to come to the earth, so he has a due time 
for men to gain the benefits· of Christ's 
sacrifice, to be healed spiritually and physi­
cally. While the Bible indicates that the 
physical healing must await the 1,OOO-year 
reign of Christ, not far away in view of the 
nearness of Armageddon, which is to pre­
pare the way for that reign, God's spiritual 
healing program has been going on for 
nineteen centuries, it having begun while 
Jesus was on earth.-Revelation 16:14, 16; 
20:5. 6. 

Then the "divine healing" being done 
today by these "faith healers" is not part 
of God's healing program? No, and for 
that matter neither is that accomplished 
by Christian Scientists and at religious 
shrines. But did not Jesus and his apostles 
and. disciples heal? _ True, but note that 
their healing was not an end in itself, but 
merely a means to an end, to establish the 
fact that this seemingly new religion was 
really of God. And note that to that end 
they were empowered not only to heal the 
sick, but to raise the dead, to feed multl­
tudes on a few loaves and tishes. Christ had 
control over the elements, he could com­
mand the sea and wind to obey him, and 
both he and certain of his apostles and 
disciples were able to read the minds of 
men and to utter profound prophecies. And 
they healed all that came to them, not just 
a small fraction.-See Matthew 14:14-26; 
24:1-25:46; John 11:38-44. 

Their gifts being for the purpose of 
establishing the faith of others, we find 
that they did not use their powers for their 
own benefit. Jesus when hupgry refused 
to change stones to bread; when he was 
weary he did not use his powers for his 

6 

own benefit. but he rested. Paul had a 
thorn -in the flesh and Timothy had stom­
ach trouble as well as frequent cases of 
sickness. At one place Paul had to leave 
behind a co-worker because of sickness. 
Still, he did not use his powers for his per­
sonal benefit. Nor did any of these take up 
collections, _ sollcit funds or charge fees 
for their heaJing.-2 Corinthians 12:7-10; 
1 Timothy 5:23. 

Then how can we explain today's seem­
ing cures? First let it be noted that many 
cures are performed by healers not profess~ 
ing tl be Christian or to have faith in God. 
Second, emotions are often the cause of 
some sicknesses and emotions have been 
known to cure even diseases of a physical 
nature, such being known as psychoso­
matic medicine. And further, where there 
is no other explanation but the supernat­
ural, then in view of the lack of the fruits 
of the pure worship of Jehovah, we have no 
alternative but to conclude that such in­
stances of healing are examples of Satan's 
transforming himself into an angel of light 
to mislead.-2 Corinthians 11:14. 

Yes, t~ough Jesus and some of his dis­
ciples healed, they back there put the em­
phasis on spiritual healing. "Happy are 
those who are conscious of their spiritual 
need," Jesus said, not, "Happy are those 
who are physically sick for they will be 
healed." His chief purpose in life was to 
glorify hi9>·Father by preaching the truth, 
even as he said to Pilate: "For this purpose 
I have been born and for this purpose I have 
come into the world, that I should bear wit­
ness to the truth." Thereby he caused the 
spiritually blind and deaf to see and hear, 
and that was far more important than cur­
ing the physically blind and deaf, for the 
benefits of such physical healing lasted only 
a few short years whereas spiritual healing 
"means everlasting life."-Matthew 5:3; 
John 18:37; 17:3, New World Trans. 

AWAKE! 



Today God is having a similar spiritual 
healing program carried on. By means of 
the preaching of the good news of his 
established kingdom a great crowd of good~ 
will persons are having their spiritual eyes 

• 
and ears opened. Foretelling this modern 
healing work, which work received particu~ 
lar impetus in 1919, the prophets wrote: 
"The eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame man leap like a hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb sing for joy." "I 
will bring to it health and healing, and I 
will heal them and reveal to them abun~ 
dance of prosperity and secudty."-Isaiah 
35:5,6; Jeremiah 33:6, Rev. Stan. Ver. 

This great spiritual healing program has 
brought into being a vigorous and prosper~ 
ous New World society consisting of per­
sons who have come to a knowledge of 
Jehovah God and his plU'poses and who 
have dedicated themselves to do his will 
and to follow in the footsteps of Christ 
Jesus. They are making over their minds 
and personalities by studying God's Word; 
they are 'putting off the selfish and degrad­
ing works of the flesh and are bringing 
forth the fruitage of God's holy spirit 
which is "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, .goodness, faith, mildness, self­
control."-Galatians 5:19-24, New World 
Trans. 

Some half million Christian ministers in 
160 lands and islands of the sea are taking 
part in this great spiritual healing pro­
gram. It is far more important than any 
physical healing could possibly be, for any 

physical healing today is only temporary 
and can at best last only until Armageddon. 
Those, however, who, by 'seeking Jehovah, 
righteousness and meel:ness,' are spiritu­
ally healed can hope to be hidden in that 
day of Jehovah's anger. Surviving it 
they will enter the new heavens and the 
new earth wherein righteousness dwells. 
-Zephaniah 2:1-3; 2 Peter 3:13. 

In that new world God will give physical 
and mental healing in addition to spiritual 
health. And these beneflts will be not only 
for those who survive Armageddon but 
also for the countless multitudes "in the 
memorial tombs" or in God's memory, 
awaiting a resurrection from the dead. 
Gradually mankind will be brought up to 
mental, moral and physical perfection and 
eventually God "will wipe out every tear 
from their eyes, and death will be no more, 
neither will motlrning nor outcry nor pain 
be any more." What a marvelous prospect! 
-John 5:28, 29; Revelation 21:4, New 
World Trans. 

So do not ignore God's great spiritual 
healing program today for the sake of tem~ 
por-ary physical healing. Put first things 
first and receive spiritual healing now. 
And then show your appreciation for spir­
itual health and the pope of physical health 
together with everlasting life in the new 
world by making known to others God's 
great healing program. Having responded 
to the invitation to take of life's waters, 
free, show neighbor love by extending the 
invitation to others: "Come!"-Revelation 
22:17. 

cr. Many are the methods u$ed by Christendom's churcheS to lure worshIpers into 
the told. They range ftom serving tree pancakes to floating gas·filled balloons 
above church buildings. But one of the weirdest on record appeared In the Glasgow, 
Scotland, Sunday Post (September 26, 1954): ''The cheapest glass of beer on oft'er 
In Dldcot, Berks, yesterday was at a church tete. A beer drinking competition was 
held in the rectory garden ot All Saints' Church. Two cases of beer were ready on 
the lawn, but there were only 12 starters." 
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RED TREASURE 

-the Oil Palm 
Iy "Awakel" (or,upondenf in Nlg.rio 

AVE you ever climbed a palm tree? Prob· 
ably not. Bu.t most likely you ha.ve heard 
people talk about It and even seen pictures 

of how it is done. Just think what it must be 
like climbing fifty to a hundred feet up the 
long tapering trunk with nothing more than a 
piece of bush t'W:Ine to help yOll. In Nigeria 
scores of thousands of Africans spend most of 
their, lives climbing up and down palm trees 
with nothing more than that. Lengths of twine 
are twisted together to make a rope and joined 
at the ends into a simple loop which passes 
round both the trunk and the climber's body. 
Then leaning back into space with no other 
support than the rope, be "walks" up the trunk, 
at each step raisIng the rope with a jerk. And 
in a lew se£'Qnds he js up at the top. 
er. Of course there are many kinds of palm 
trees and each one produces fruit. We are all 
familiar with C<)conuts, but do you know any· 
thing about oil palms and why so many Afri· 
cans spend their lives climbing them? Only 
one journey through the southern part of this 
vast country would be enough to show you 
that the all palm plays a vital part in the very 
existence of millions of people.,Mention the 011 
palm to an African and two things come to 
mind! first, the white frothy liquid he calls 
"palm wine," then a thick red oU called palm 
011. Both of these are products of the oil palm. 
(£, If our cUmber Is after palm wine YOll will 
see him climb the tree with a small knife be· 
tween his teeth and a gourd or calabash tied 
around his waist. Reaching the crown, he cuts 
away the fibrous growth where the nuts would 
normally form, bores a hole with the point of 
his knl!e and ties the calabash in position, so· 
that as the frothy sap oozes up It will trlckle 
into the calabash to be collected later. This 
sap or "wine" is diluted with water and Is the 
national drink of millions of Africans. It can 
also be distUled and made into a very potent 
gin with high alcoholic content, but this is 
illegal in most parts of the country, although 
widely practice{!. 
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(l But What about the 
palm oil? This Is the 
most important product 
of the oil palm and is 
real "red treasure." Un­
less the tree is being used 
for palm wine, In which 
case there will be no 
fruit, you wIll see large 
clusters Of red nuts nes· 
tling betWeen the leaves. Ht'!rt'! .is the rich prize 
that our climber seeks. Up he goes with noth· 
ing but a machete slung around his waist. 
A few SWift blows and down come the heavy 
clusters of fruit. The cutting finished, the 
heavy bUnches of nuts are gathered up and 
carried home, where the nuts are stripped oil 
the bunches and stacked in heaps. Each nut is 
covered with a fibrous substance that contains 
the red all. The kernel inside contains another 
kind of oil. Both oils are very valuable. 
cr. When you visit a typical yiliage home, par· 
ticularly in the east pf the country, you will 
find whale families working under thatched 
shelters busily producing palm oil-the chief 
means of their livelihood. Go anywhere near an 
African kitchen and the smell of palm oil is 
the tirst thing that will greet You. It is also an 
important ingredient of native soap, Is used in 
the preparation of native medicines, as an oil 
for lamps and in fetish ceremonies. Years ago, 
before the- advent of money, It was lIsed as a 
medium of exchange. 
cr. Large quantities go to England, but other 
good customers are Holland, Germany, Den· 
mark and France. Also Italy, India, the United 
States, South Africa and Canada have recently 
been added to the Ust of buyers. Margarlne. 
soap, pomades and high·grade lubricating 011 
are among the finished products that come from 
the humble oU palm that nimble Africans climb 
so readily. 

AWAKE! 



MANY young ~ today approach 
marriage in anxious ignorance, ex­

pecting far too much. Dr. Abraham Stone, 
a leading authority on marriage, declart!d: 
Marriage ought not to be taught "in terms 
of the romantic values of a moonlight 
canoe trip but on the basis of the realities 
of family living." And it js upon this basis 
that the Bible instructs regarding marriage 
and its responsibilities. That is why its 
counsel is sound and pr"ctical for everyday 
living. 

The Bible teaches that a loving family 
atmosphere is essential to the happiness 
and prosperity of the home. And marriage 
counselors agree, saying: "Where love 
abounds, where there is a broad basis of 
understanding and companionship, com­
mon interest. similar goals and values, 
agreement on money, friends, in-laws, re­
ligion-and a determination to make the 
marriage work"-there marriage is at its 
best. Like a tender plant marriage must 
grow and blossom; it must draw its life 
from those within. "And how can it grow, 
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how can it blosgom," asks one writer, "if 
those within give nothing to promote its 
growth and only stand and wait to pick the 
fruit which cannot ripen?" 

A happy marriage demands emo­
tional maturity, which in turn takes 
time, patience and perseverance. It 
is said that if a husband would be 
as patient with his wife as he Is 
with his golf game, there would be 
more successful marriages. And if 
couples would take as many pains 
to hold to each other as they do 
to catch each other, there would be 
fewer unhappy marriages. Mar-
riage is not a state of life for the 
proud. Rather than pride, it takes 
a humble, loving, understanding 
soul to make a go of marriage. 

Experts point out that transcend­
ing all else, happy marriages are 

commonest amol')g people whose parents 
were happily marrrled; and that good hus­
bands and wives are made primarily by 
parents and not by college instructors, 
however good the latter fuay be. Parents 
are in position to instill in the young minds 
the responsibilities and true values of mar­
riage. They will teach that reason should 
dictate the final choice of a life's partner, 
and not emotion; that mate selection, mar­
riage, adjustment and parenthood are an 
all-important part of life, and that each 
step ought to be thoroughly Uhderstood 
beforehand to lessen anxieties and ten­
sions in the initial stages of marriage and 
to make room for happiness in the magic 
circle. 

Also, by example the parents can demon­
strate the difference between romantic love 
that springs from physical attraction and 
true love that is nurtured with patience 
and understanding. The child/ then, will not 
be deluded into believing that "puppy love" 
can be a basis for' marriage. It will be 
willihg to wait for and develop true love. 
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the kind spoken of in God's Word the husband who shows courtesy to the passing 
Bible. A love that is "long-suffering and pedestrian, the people in the elevator, the 
obliging," that is "not jealous," that "does waitress where he dines, will show the 
not brag, does not get puffed up, does not same courtesy to his wife, perhaps even 
behave indecently, does not look for its. greater courtesy and recognition, she being 
own interests, does not become provoked"; as his own flesh. Wives will understand 
a love that "does not keep account of the that to make a roan happy is a full-time 
injury"; that "does not rejoice over un~ job. They will make a bUsiness of underw 

righteousness, but rejoices with the truth"; standing "misunderstood" husbands. So 
a love that "bears all things, believes all when they-listen to his likes and dislikes 
things, hopes all things, endures an things." each day and night, they' will know when 
Such love never fails. And a marriage to be qUiet, when to speak, when to offer an 
'founded on this love will never fail. It will opinion on his problems and when just to 
be lastingly happy.-l Corinthians 13:4-7, listen, when to ask about his work and 
New World Trans. when to wait until he wants to talk about it. 

Such qualities are almost superhuman Understanding is. something that is 
achievements. How, then, can one say that not achieved overnight. Rather it comes 
love can be attained at "first sight," at through a slow, drawn-out and sometimes 
the first gJimpse of a passJng man or painful struggle. Understanding parents 
woman? Love must be lived, "not in the will cherish the intimacy of family life. 
deItghtful delirium of a moonlit moment They will not betray parlor, bedroom or 
but through long, lonely. hours, through bath secrets, nor uncover each other's bad 
misunderstandings, under· pain and shock habits, nor those of their children. Often 
and grief, 'until death do us part.' " To be this is done in humor, but these things cut 
loved and to love in a Scriptural way is deeply regardless, and they tend to assas­
one of the greatest joys in life. To love in sinate the reputation of the one you love 
truth is to reflect the image of God, for most. They will never criticize one another 
"God is love."-l John 4:16w19,' New in the presence of other people or in the 
World Trans, presence of the Children. They will make all 

Understanding a Wellspring of Life 
Another quality in marriage that makes 

foi" happiness is understanding, "Under~· 
standing," said the wise man, "is a well# 
spring of life unto him that hath it." 
(Proverbs 16:22) It inspires harmony and 
adds riches and contentment to the marw 

riage circle. Dr. Rosalind Dymond, psyw 
chologist, concluded from her studies that 
"husbands and wives who love each other 
most dearly also understand each other 
best." Understanding takes care of the 
myriads of little things that otherwise 
tend to aggravate the smooth flow of mar~ 
riage. For example, it will prevent paxtners 
from taking each other for granted. The 
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cr1tici$I1lS privately and as kindly and 
helpfulIy as possible. Add to your conduct 
good manners, and to your good manners, 
the deep respect of love, anli you have a 
very good l'ecipe for a happy marriage. 

Conversation-"The Most 
Accessible of Pleaaures" 

Many husbands ask: "What's wrong 
with my wife anyway? I bring home a 
decent pay check. We've got a new car, 
nice home, three healthy children. She's 
got good clothes and furniture. What mare 
does she want?" Perhaps all she wants is 
you. She married you and not the house 
and furniture. You are the other part of 
her, and she wants to know what that 
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other part Is thinking. Do you converse 
with her? Do you have something pleasant 
and hmnorous to say? Do you talk over 
together such mutual concerns as finance, 
in·laws or children? She wants to hear you 
say that you love her, that you really care. 
No family can exist without affection. It 
is amazing how little material wealth can 
add to the true flavor of marriage. A new 
home. a new car, beautiful clothes are not 
what make marriage happy. Financial s~ 
curity is important, but never look at it 
as something that will patch up your dif· 
ferences and smooth out the rough spots, 
because it will not. It can serve only as a 
frame that can contribute a little in the way 
of atmosphere to a marriage that is already 
fixed upon a firm foundation. 

Conversation, however, will do wonders 
toward happiness in married life. A leading 
psychiatrist stated that in 1,107 out of the 
last 1,400 problems handled by him as a 
maITiage counselor "there were clear indi~ 
cations that somewhere along ithe line husM 

band and wife had stopped talking to each 
other." Wholesome conversation, humor, 
laughter are gems that brighten up the 
atmosphere of the house, reduce tensions, 
cut down nagging and rekindle the spark 
of love and life. Robert Louis StevensOn 
called it "by far the most accessible of 
pleasures." If married people would only 
realize that it is lack of talk that creates 
boredom, and boredom makes one feel like 
an old, worn-out, discarded shoe! Jehovah's 
witnesses of all people do have something 
to talk about. They have the truth of God's 
Word. the Kingdom message, their minis­
terial activity, their experiences, their 
weekly, national and international assem­
blies. They travel, meet people, and have 
something to say. 

However, the Bible does advise us that 
"there is a time to keep silence, and a time 
to speak"; that "a word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver." Hus-

OOTOBER ~B, 1955 

bands and wives must learn the proper 
time, place and things to say. This, too, 
comes with time. A choice word spoken at 
the proper moment is more comforting 
and reassuring than any form of- physical 
contact. A sincere compliment, a surprise 
kiss, an occasional evening out will 'make 
the wife believe that life can be beautiful! 
-Ecclesiastes 3:7; Proverbs 25:11. 

Differences. Sex and Children 
John Barrymore once said: "There are 

three things a woman can make out of 
almost nothing-a salad, a hat and a quar­
rel." Well. to eliminate the latter, a little 
understanding will do marvels. The Bible 
admonishes: "Let the sun not set with you 
in a provoked state." Solving problems on 
the day they arise will add to your mar­
riage happiness. 

Remember, happiness is never ready~ 
made, it must be achieved. It must be 
achieved in au phases of life, not in sex 
relations alone, as some wrongly think. 
Overemphasis on this point has destroyed 
or obscured the true beauty and signifi­
cance of physical love between husband 
and wife. Said one authority: "We over~ 
emphasize the erotic. We concentrate on 
physical satisfaction as the sole criterion 
of success in marriage. And, in doing so, 
we neglect the other vital dimensions of 
human love." Sex relationship is only one 
of a great flow of relationships that go on 
between husband and wife in a lifetime. 
Some of these interests are deeper than 
sex and go on undying even after sex desire 
departs completely. 

The primary purpose of marriage, how~ 
ever, is not basically to fulfill human 
needs: the need for affection, companion­
ship and "belonging." Rather, it is to fulfill 
the need for reproduction, to fulfill God's 
purpose. To this end he created woman 
and commanded them, male and female, 
to "be fruitful and become many and fill 
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the earth and subdue it." The culmination 
of any marriage, therefore, comes with the 
arrival of the third member. Husband and 
wife become truly adult. With children 
come greater responsibilities and work. 
Yet, studies show that happiest marriages 
are those with children. And the best test 
of maITiage is the happiness of children in 
the home. Children seem to add life and 
meaning to the marriage circle. A child is 
a miracle, a manifestation of God's love to 
them. A greater impul~ pervades among 
families with children to make marriage 
work.-Genesis 1:28; New World Trans. 

Young people, perhaps, are not aware of 
it, but they are called on to assume a her­
culean task, that is, to build successful 

~ Scientists making experiments with hypno. 
tfZed persons have found that their subjects 
will give whatever result the scientist would 
like to have to support his theory. Their un· 
conscious mind Is Influenced by their desire to 
please the one who has control over them. 
That persons often allow theIr judgments to 
be hypnotized by their inclinations is also a 
well·known fact. For a recent instance, note 
the following: 
'i.' According to Time, June 13, 1955, Dr. Hess, 
tlie newly elected president of the powerful 
American Medical Association, tenned the 
findings regarding the relationship betWeen 
cigarette smoking and lung cancer as "Lies, 
damned lies and statistics!" 
~ A few days later, the U.B. New8 & World 
1feport, June 17,1955, in telling of the presence 
ot Dr. Hess at the annual meeting of the 
AM.A early In June, 1955, reported.: "At the 

family lives in the midst of the woPSt fail­
ures in civilization's history. More than a 
thousand times every day somewhere in 
the United States alone somebody's mar­
riage comes to an end. Yet, more people 
are marrying than ever before. And ex­
perts say that two thirds of all mar­
ried couples are either "happy" or "very 
happy." Much of this happiness stems from 
a desire to give-give of oneself. To re­
spond wholeheartedly toward the needs of 
each other, says Dr. James S. Plant, "takes 
honesty, tolerance, courtesy, faith-things 
that are not taught in books," but in the 
art of living together. These precious quali­
ties are free to all, and they are what 
make marriage happier and endurable. 

AMA convention in Atlantic City last week, 
Dr. Hess puffed calmly, at a cigarette whtle 
listening to a report brandIng cigarette smok· 
ing as a principal cause of ItUlg cancer, bIg 
killer of American men. A pack·a·day smoker, 
Dr. Hess, gave up the habit a year ago, then 
went back, says: 'I'd rather live ~5 productive 
ylitars enjoying the pleasure of tobacco, than 
Jive 40 years as a potato.''' 
~ What kind of Intellectual leadership does 
tFie AM.A. have when Its president has so 
hypnotized himself that he considers that 
cIgarette smOking makes the difference be· 
tween 25 pleasurable and productive years 
and forty years as a potato? Can It be that 
his inablllty to stay away from cigarettes 
accounts for his labeling the evidence showing 
the relationship between lung cancer and 
cigarette smoking as "Lies, damned lies and 
statistics"? 

No Honor Among Thugs 

CJ. In Chicago two thugs held up Mrs. Dorothy Semenchuk and took $175 from 
the cash Heister in her grocery store. Then one of the crooks went into the back 
room and took another $70 from Mrs. Semenchuk's husband. When the bandit reo 
turned. his partner asked him if he had got anything. The crook-with the $70 in 
his pocket-replied: "Not a thing!" 
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BIGGEST 
ANIMAL ath-

letes, unlike hu~ n 
man ones, seldom <::::.J 
vIe with one anoth-
er in jumping exhibitions just 
for the pleasure of winning. 
The only contest nature's 
jumpers are interested in is 
the contest of survival. With 
animals, jumping is a life or 
death matter, the means to win one's living 
or to save one's skin. But if we were to en­
ter the biggest jumpers on earth in a con­
test, we cannot help but wonder who would 
win. What creature excels in the. long 
jump? In the high jump? For its size which 
creature jumps the farthest? Which is the 
biggest jumper of them all? 

Leap, leap, bound; leap, leap, bOWld! 
Here comes the jack rabbit. Or rather, 
there goes the jack rabbit! Just alarm a 
jack rabbit and away he leaps in quick, 
springy, graceful bounds. The bound is 
extra high, probably to spy out the land. 
But when hard pressed, as when pursued 
by a coyote bent on a tidbit, the jack rabbit 
indulges in no such showy performances; 
he gets down to serious work with a series 
of rapid, low-stretching leaps. Each of the 
bounds covers 10 or 15 feet; some of the 
major hops may span a distance of 20 feet 
or more. Clearly, the jack rabbit is no 
trifler in the art of jumping. 

But to the kangaroo the jack rabbit's 
jumping is mere child's play. And no won­
der! Just let an "old man" kangaroo travel 
at top speed and he might clear 25 feet or 
more at a hop. Thirty feet, though, is gen­
erally about the limit. The greatest ob­
served leap by a kangaroo, tape-measured 
for accuracy and duly recorded in The 
Western Australian Naturalist, is 44 feet 
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9 inches! Kudos for the 
kangaroo! 

Leaping great dis­
tances is ordinarily 
thought to be the prov­
ince of kangavoos and 
jack rabbits; but, as a 
matter of fact, many 
animals use jumping as their best defense. 
When danger threatens, one good way to 
escape is simply to leave-preferably by 
air. And that is what the kangaroo rat 
does. Now the American kangaroo rat 
is not a kangaroo; he is a member of the 
pocket mouse family. This tiny jumper 
(only 4 or 5 inches long) hops along like a 
kangaroo. When alarmed this rodent ath­
lete takes off like a startled grasshopper, 
and no snack-minded snake can predict 
just where or how far he will jump, since 
the kangaroo rat can easily make a long 
jump of from 9 to 12 feet, perhaps even 
14 feet when badly frightened. This neat 
little trick doubtless saves many lives. 
Imagine the disgust of a fox that has 
rushed one of these Tom Thumb versions 
of a kangaroo only to see his tender lunch 
spring skyward. By the time the fox can 
turn, Mr. Kangaroo Rat is gone! 

To the jerboa, the jumping rodent of 
Africa, the exploits of both the kangaroo 
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and the kangaroo rat are not worth boast­
ing about. We can understand why the 
jerboa feels this way when we realize that 
this animal athlete can jump, in one hop, 
an incredible 15 feet! That is not the usual, 
everyday jump of this animal athlete, but 
it shows what can be done under the threat 
of being eaten. 

Amazing as the jerboa is, the jumping 
mouse counts his performance as qUite un­
impreSsive. This is becaf,lSe the jumping 
mouse is about as tiny as rodent athletes 
came: only 3 inches long in body length. 
But what a performance he puts on! On 
the hottest day a jumping mouse can make 
g.. to l{)"foot hops without working up a 
sweat. When a farmer boy is hauling in 
sheaves of Wheat, and a small animal sud­
denJy makes a tremendous flying leap from 
the bottom of the shock, he may know 
that he has disturbed a jumping mouse. 
An American jumping mouse, kept in con­
finement by a naturalist, is reported to 
have made "progressive leaps of from 3 to 
4 and sometimes 5 yards." Indeed, Audubon 
considered the jumping mouse as prObably 
the most agile of all Wild animals. 

Expert Long Jumpers 
When it comes to the long jump there 

are several animal athletes that cause oile 
to think twice before putting a crown on 
the kangaroo. There is the Argentine police 
dog that did 24 feet; there is the horse 
that jumped 2:7 feet. One of the most fleet­
footed long jumpers is the white-tailed 
deer. It follows an unbeaten trail through 
thickets and- woods, leaping high and far 
over fallen logs. This animal athlete can 
make a 3O-foot long jump with ease. In 
Introduction to the Mammals of Pennsyl­
-rxmia Leo A. Luttringer says that whit~ 
tatled deer "have been known to make a 
running jump of over 40 fe~t." 

Another serious contender for champion 
long jumper is the Mrican antelope called 
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Himpala." One of the most graceful of a 
race of graceful creatures, the impala sails 
over bushes and rocks with little apparent 
effort. In jumping, this animal field-and­
track star seems to float through the air 
in graceful Wldulations very different from 
the springltke action of most antelopes. 
Not only does the impala bound over bushes 
and rocks, but often over its companions 
as well. That is real confidence! One ob­
server saw an impala cover a horizontal 
distance of 70 feet in 3 successive leaps. 
One leap alone measured 35 feet. The most 
agile impalas are believed capable of jump­
ing 40 feet. But even if the impala wins 
no crown for long-jumping, it ought to win 
one far matchless grace; for this nimble 
creature soars through the air with the 
grace of 8 bird rather than a hoofed 8llima.l. 

The cat family has an outstanding per­
formet in the puma, the second-largest 
Arperican cat. Pumas are known to have 
jumped 38 feet. One puma made a leap, 
later measured in the snow, of nearly 40 
feet. So just who is the champion long 
jumper is open to question. No doubt, 
though, many more people than the Aus­
tralians will·cast a vote for the kangaroo. 

Mater High Jumpers 
Now as to the high jumpers. The lion, 

jumping to a height of 8 feet and possibly 
10, does all right; but it must be remem­
bered that the white-tailed deer and the 
impala can clear. 8-foot-high obstructions, 
while some kangaroos and American elk 
have leaped 9 feet high. The springbok, a 
South African gazelle, sails over the most 
difflcult obstacles with ease and elastic 
spting motion. It leaps often to a height of 
8 to 10 feet and sometimes to 12 or 13! But 
the springbok has competition in the puma. 
This big cat can leap 12 feet high. Says 
M. E. Musgrave, who has long experience 
in government predator-control work: "I 
have seen the lion [puma] spring from the 
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earth and land 12 or 15 feet above in a 
tree." A prize for the puma! 

But wait, we have yet to hear from the 
klipsprlnger (Dutch, klip, "cliff"; springer, 
"jumper"), that puts in his bid for the 
championship. This animal athlete, a tiny, 
agile, African antelope some 3 feet long and 
20 pounds heavy, has a fair claim to the 
high-jump record. Two' klipspringers were 
seen to attain the top of a rocky pedestal, 
the sides of which sloped outward from 
bottom to top. The only possible way that 
the animals could have gained access to 
the top was from the ground-25 feet be­
low! Though this feat has been questioned 
by some who think the animals had an 
unnoticed intermediate foothold, it seems 
that the kfipspringers rate top honors. 
When startled these agile creatures bounce 
up the most precipitous rocks like animated 
rubber balls. 

Among the tiny creatures there are 
some marvelous jumpers. Who does not 
know about the ability of a grasshopper? 
The small cricket frog, only an inch long, 
can jump three feet. And the American 
bullfrog has a reputation of making leaps 
from 7 to 10 feet. Then there are the jump­
ing spiders, creatures so nimble that they 
can walk or jump backward, forward or 
sidewise! The jumping spiders find their 
dinners by using the same technique that 
a cat does. The cat stakes its chances for a 
mouse dirmer on its spring. But what the 
cat knows about nimble jumping, the spi­
der has already forgotten. This is fortu­
nate; for if pussy cat performances ap-­
proached that of the jumping spider in 
technique, there would be no birds left in 
our garden. 

A naturalist once trained a jumping 
spider to jump on his hand for food. He 
gradually increased the distance until a 
leap of 8 inches was attained. Since they 
are such strong jumpers it is strange that 
jumping spiders are not used in acrobatic 
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performances instead of fleas, especially 
since a spider "star of the show" could 
more readily be seen and, unlike the flea, 
would show no desire to, become attached 
to the audience. 

This brings us to that champion jumper, 
the flea. Certain fleas are trained to per-­
form feats, such as jumping through hoops. 
Before they are trained to perform. such 
feats, they are first trained to walk without 
jumping. Fleas escape captivity by prodi­
gious jumps. So to cure this, prospective 
performers are placed in boxes covered 
with glass so that repeated headaches tone 
down the exuberance of the take-off. Cer~ 
tain energetic fleas can jump 8 inches high' 
and 13 inches in a long jump. This is about 
150 times its own length along the ground 
and 100 times its own length up into the 
air. To duplicate this performance, a six­
foot man would have to make a stand­
ing high jump considerably higher than 
the 550-foot-high Washington Monument! 
Grasshoppers, kangaroos. klipspringers and 
human athletes are obviously outclassed. 

Man, of course, does some nimble jump-­
ing. But the world's record is only 26 feet 
8t inches for the broad jump and 6 feet 
11 inches for the high jump. Animal 
athletes eclipse the best of us. But now 
who is the biggest jumper of them all? A 
certain kind of man called the evolutionist. 
This type of jumper should not object to 
his being discussed with animals, since he 
leads us to believe he sprang from one. In 
his long jump the evolutionist springs his 
way from a one-celled animal to man. He 
has jumped to one of the biggest wrong 
conclusions of all ages. The evolution­
teaching jumpers may bring some glory 
upon themselves, but the animal athletes 
bring glory to the Creator, who says of 
these marvelous creatures: "All the beasts 
of the forests are mine, ••. And whatsoever 
moves in the field is mine."-Psalm 50:10, 
11, An Amer. Trans. 
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CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY 
T

HE Romans were 80 steeped In ancestor 1 

-worshIp that tney erected an elaborate 1 
structure to house the statues of their 

Vii'ious gods, eoddesses and ancestors. This 
bulld1ng they called the Pantheon (pan·theos, 
meaning all gods). 
~ Even after pagan Rome was converted to 
J{oman catholicism many continued In their 
worship at the dead. Those more deeply 
steeped in superstition believed that the souls 
of the dead could do harm or good to the I 
living. To eradicate this fear of spirits of "the 
llv1na: dead," and yet retain a fear of life 
after death, ~ame a major project of the 
Roman Catholic Church. For if she were to 
teach the truth about the dead as expressed 

inally represented pagan gods and goddesses 
are now accepted as statues of Roman cath. 
oUc martyrs and the Virgin Mary. 
7: "It is even claimed that a statue of Jupiter 
was removed from the Pantheon and taken 
to St. Peter's in Rome, where it is believed to 
represent St. Peter. Declares the OathoZic 
Encyclopedia, 'At the 4th pier to the right (in 
St. Peter's) Is a very important sitting statue 
of St. Peter, which has been erroneously 
ascribed to the 13th century, but In truth dates 
from the 4th or 5th century: It is the common 
opinion of archaeologists today that this state· 
ment agrees with the fact that the statue now 
found in St. Peter's Cathedral, formerly Was a 
representation of Jupiter, but now is adopted 
by Roman Catholic authorities as the fit· 
ting representation of Peter."-Tke Converted 
Catho~w Magazine for October, 1951. 

In God's Word, the Bible-that the dead are 
dead, that they know not anything, that the 
memory of them 18 forgotten, that there "is 
no work, nor deVice, nor knowledge, hor wis· 
dom, 1n the grave" where the dead go-.:.-the 
church would lose control of the people. 
-Ecclesiastes 9: 5, 10. 
'i? So to turn to Its own advantage the super· 
stitious fears of the pagan Romans, the Cath· 
oUc Church brought about a compromise. R0-
man converts were taught not to worship 
indiscriminately all the dead spirits, but only 
those whom the Roman Cathol1c Church des· 
ignated to be worshiped. 

! 'i;; For Peter, who would not allow Cornelius 
to do obeisance to him but, lifting him up, 

1 said: "Rise; I myself am also a man," to be 
I worshiped in the likeness of a pagan god 
I Jupiter is certainly a blasphemous twist. And 

,

,:1 for an infallible pope to grant such perversion 
at identlty within his own sanctum should be 

'i? ''In the 7th oontury Pope Boniface IV fur­
tliered this compromise by convertUt"g the 
Pantheon (which was donated to him by the 
Emperor Phoeos) to the Church of the Blessed 
Virgin and the Martyrs. Most of the statues 
of the pagan gOds and goddesses were not 
even removed from the pagan structure but 
rather were just renamed to represent various 
Christian martyrs approv&d by the Roman 
Catholic Church. Thus statues which orig' 

disconcerting to idol worshipers, to say the 
least. And tor anyone beholding this befuddled 
idolatry It should call to mind Jesus' words to 
the rellgjoUB leadel's at bis day. SaId he: "You 
worship what you do not know." "The hour is 
coming, and it is now, when the genuine wor· 
shipers Will worship the Father with spirtt and 
truth, for, indeed, the Father is looking for 
such kind to worship him. God is a Spirlt, and 
those worshiping him must worship with spirit 
and truth." If the Roman Cathollc Church 
would have follOWed Jesus' words it would 
not now be confronted with the embarrassing 
blunder of havIng mistaken Jupiter for Peter. 
-Acts 10:26; John 4:22·24, New World Tran8. 

JUST THE OPPOSITE OF JUVENILE 
DEUNQUENCY 

'it Three teen·age boys, at Massapequa Park. New York, went out one evening 
lor a walk. As they strolled by a bank, long after it had closed for the day. they 
noted they were too short of funds for sodas. Jokingly, they l3uggested calling at 
the bank tor financial help. Continuing the joke, one of the boys pushed against the 
bank's door. Presto! it opened. The boys found themselves inside a bank with 
not a soul in sight. They ·called; no one answered. Alarmed by the unguarded, un. 
locked bahk, the boys dashed to a store to call pOli('e. Bank officials rewarded the 
boys and lauded their action as "just the opposite of juvenile delinquency." 
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.y "Awakel" CD, .... pond.nt In Turkey 

EPHESUS is the city where a riot broke 
out against the preaching of the apostle 

Paul. Mobsters swarmed to the city's Great 
Theater - for a mass meeting of protest 
against Paul. This was because the apos­
tle's preaching hurt the sale of shrines of 
Artemis, the fertility goddess that domi­
nated. the life of the city with legalized 
prostitution and a wonder temple. What 
remains today of the temple that once was 
one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world? And what remains today of the 
Great Theater where the mobstersgath­
ered to protest against Paul's preaching? 
A visit to the ruins of Ephesus will answer. 
But first some facts about the ancient city 
and its religious cult will heighten our ap­
preciation of a visit to Ephesus. 

The legendary founding of Rome was 
753 B.C., but Ephesus was a going concern 
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long before that. The city was founded in 
the eleventh century B.C. by Androclus, 
son of Codrus who was the last king of 
Athens. About the seventh century RC. 
the Ionian Greeks settled there. Croesus 
of Lydia, the king noted' for his wealth, 
and Cyrus of Persia in the sixth century 
B.C. and also Alexander the Great In the 
fourth century, left their mark on the 
Asiatic people and the Ionian Greeks who 
originally made up its population. Under 
Roman rule, which began about 190, B.C., 
Ephesus became a racial melting pot and 
eventually the most important city of Ro­
man Asia. It was an WlusUally beautiful 
city and one with a good climate. Being 
situated on the crossroads of East and 
West, between sea lanes and highways, 
Ephesus became a flourishing commercial ' 
center. 

In the cosmopolitan atmosphere of fabu­
lously wealthy Ephesus, science, 
art and philosophy prospered. But 

, "- - prospered beyond all measure 
,,:·"'as magic and pagan religion. 

Magic had its numerous followers and its 
commercial promoters in Ephesus, so much 
so that when some practitioners of magic 
accepted the truth and burned their 
magicaI-arts books it was found that the 
value of them was worth 50,000 pieces of 
silver. (Acts 19:19) Yet it was Artemis 
that was really the city's center of attrac­
tion; for Ephesus was the "temple keeper" 
of the goddess, the image of which sup. 
posedly fell from heaven.-Acts 19:35. 

The Cult of Artemis 
How long bad the worship of Artemis 

been going on? From the days of Croesus 
(about 560 B.C.) a Lydian fertility god­
dess dominated the city's life. This goddess 
was similar to the Phrygian Cybele (called 
the "mother of the gods") and the Phoeni­
cian Astarte (a goddess whose worship 
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glorified prostl1;ution in the name of re1i~ 
gion). The Greek colonists in :8phesus 
identified this goddess with their own 
Artemis,' who was known to the Romans as 
Diana. A statue of Artemis was enthroned 
magniflcently in the temple at Ephesus; 
this was duplicated in miniature by the 
silversmiths. The images could be seeIi in 
almost every home, and the making of the 
images kept scores of mlversrrtiths busy 
and rich. 

Artemis was depicted as a lewd goddess 
having four rows of breasts; her crown 
was decorated with signs of the zodiac. 
Around the statue the most resplendent 
temple .was erected. The temple took 220 
years to complete. Pliny, who has given a 
description of it, says the temple stood orr 
a large platform nearly 240 feet wide and 
over 400 feet long. The temple itself was 
more than 160 feet wide and 340 feet long. 
It was supported by 127 pillars 60 feet in 
height. Each was erected by a king or a 
prince. The pillars had drums 20 feet in 
circwnference and 6 feet high with 8 life­
size flgures sculptured on them. The roof 
was covered with large white marble tiles. 
Instead of mortar, gola is reputed to have 
been used between the joints of the marble 
blocks. Aided by the whole of Asia Minor, 
the Ephesians built a temple the fame of 
which was spread not only through Asia, 
but the world. So lavish was the praise for 
the temple of Artemis that the ancients 
placed it among the seven wonders of the 
world. Thus the magnificence of the temple 
became a proverb throughout the iIihabited 
earth. 

A great number of priests and priestess­
es served at the temple. They were re­
quired to be eUl"uchs or virgins. Married 
lvomen were forbidden to enter the temple 
or Artemision under penalty of death. In 
the month 'of March great festivals called 
"Artemisies" were held, and visitors num­
bering up to 700,000 arrived from all parts 
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of Asia. At such occasions the silversmiths 
who manufactured shrines did an extraor~ 
dinary bUSiness. One feature of the cele­
bration was the religious procession. The 
statue of the goddess would be paraded 
about the city in a most jubilant manner 
with throngs of people straining their necks 
to catch a glimpse of the goddess, the 
whole spectacle being much like a religious 
procession today when the image of a 
"virgin," possibly reputed to have fallen 
from heaven, is paraded through a city. 

The Tumult Breaks Out 
A.D. 51 the apostle Paul came to Ephesus 

for the first time. His stay was short. 
A.D. 52 or 53 Paul came back a second 
time. He stayed for three years. For two 
years Paul gave daily talks in a school 
auditorium to enlighten the people about 
the true God, Jehovah, and his kingdom 
by Christ Jesus. The apostle told the peo­
ple the truth, that gods made with men's 
hands are not gods at all. Was his preach­
ing effective? Indeed, so effective was 
Paul's preaching that the silversmith trade, 
the gauge of the prosperity of the Artemis 
cult, fell off. The sale of shrines was the 
silversmiths' living. There could be no 
doubt about that. No more shrines, no more 
wealth for the workers in silver. No more 
financial gain from their goddess. The 
leader of these silversmiths, a man by the 
name of Demetrius, had observed from the 
meager contents of his "cash register" 
that PaUl had slowed down the sale of 
images. People were not buying as many 
replicas of Artemis as they had in other 
years. So Demetrius called the craftsmen 
together and gave them a talk: 

"Men, you well know that from this 
business we have our prosperity. Also you 
behold and hear how not orily in Ephesus 
but in nearly all the province of Asia this 
Paul has won over a considerable crowd 
and turned them to another opinion, saying 
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that the ones which are rnade by hands are 
not gods. Moreover, the danger exists not 
only that this occupation of ours win come 
into disrepute but also tnat the temple of 
the great goddess Artemjs will be esteemed 
as nothing and even her magnificence 
which the whole province of Asia and the 
inhabited earth worships is about to be 
demoDshed. "-Acts 19:25-27. New World 
Trans. 

There was nothing crude about this talk; 
Demetrius was deliberately shrewd. He 
started his talk with finances and ended 
with faith. He began by waving the money 
flag and concluded by be8.ting the religious 
drum. This double-barreled attack on Paul, 
Demetrius knew, was bound to be effective. 
So the men were left to draw their own 
conclusions. The result: a crusade for Arte­
mis and a campaign aga.inst Paul. What 
followed was what one would expect-a 
riot, for there is nothing that sO stirs people 
into frenzy as a religious battle cry based 
upon sound business principles! . 

. The people poured into the Great Theater 
of Ephesus, shouting, yelling and dragging 
along with them any bystanders. Like a 
gigantic broom the mob swept people along 
so that most of them knew nothing as to 
the reason for the uproar. Luke reports: 
"'The fact is, some were crying out one 
thing and others another, for the assembly 
was in confusion, and the majority of them 
did not know the reason why they had 
come together." (Acts 19:32, New World 
Trans.) After two hours of shouting, the 
city recorder quieted the crowd and. made 
a speech. He advised the crowd to "keep 
calm and not act rashly!' He pointed out 
that Paul had never blaspbemed the god­
dess, which, incidentally, showed l10w tact­
ful Paul was in preaching the good news to 
the devotees of Artemis. This official re­
minded the crowd that there Were orderly 
ways to settle grievances and then he dis­
missed the assembly. 
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Wkrd Remains Today 
Today the glory that once belonged to 

Epbesus is gone. In the twentieth cerltury 
we find the once famous city reduced to 
ruins. During the centuries the mouth of 
the river silted up badly and the harbOr of 
Ephesus was reduced to a marsh. people 
moved elsewhere, especially to the town of 
Smyrna (modem Izmir) which .:,;rew more 
and more in importance. But let us drive 
from Smyrna to the small village of seljuk 
to enter the neighborhood where the ruins 
of Ephesus are located. Since the city 
changed its location several times, the 
ruins are dispersed over a vast area. 

What of the temple of Artemis, the won­
der of the ancient world? The location of 
the temple long remained a mystery. But 
in 1869 a British excavator discovered the 
temple wall. The clue that led to the dis­
covery was a Roman inscription tna t was 
found in tbe course of clearing the theater. 
The inscription described a number of gold 
and silver images of Artemis; it also gave 
instructions regarding the route the .Arte~ 
mis religious procession was to take from 
the temple and back again. Then in 1904 
D. G. Hogarth discovered the foundation 
deposit of treasure under the great eltar. 
But on the site of the temple there is little 
to be seen now. All blocks of marble of any 
artistic "alue have been removed to the 
British Museum and other museums. The 
site of the temple, where once magnificence 
and splendor blazed, is now a swamp, a 
stagnant pond. And at the place where the 
voices of thousands once praised Artemis 
now is heard only the croakings of frogs. 

The most interesting ruin of ancient 
Ephesus is that of the Great Theater, the 
scene of the uproar incited by the silver­
smiths. The theater is one of the largest 
known of all that have remained to modern 
times. The site of the theater was the hol­
low of a hill. It looked out over the busiest 
P'!rts of the city. The theater had an impos-
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log facade with niches and was adorned 
with fine statuary. The seats were ar­
ranged in a half circle of 66 rows; these 
afforded room for about 25,000 persons. 
The stage was 22 feet wide. At the foot of 
the hill some of the pillars that upheld the 
marble stage are still standing. Blocks of 
white lIl8l'ble lying about are beautifully 
orDamenu.d, especially by the ancient 
GreFk meander pattern that includes a 
fouu of the swastika. The orchestra was 
placed almost three yards below the stage 
on the groUnd. Marble steps in the middle 
and on both sides led up to the stage. The 
acoustic properties of the theater were and 
still are excellent. If one speaks a word in 
a low voice on the stage, it can be heard up 
to the top seats even today. 

Directly in front of the Great Theater is 
found the wide, marble-paved road called. 
Arcadian Avenue. This was one of the 
city's finest streets; it ran directly from the 
theater to the river harbor, being nearly 
one-half mile long and aoout 35 feet wide. 
It was lined with colonnaded shops. Many 
of the columns are still standing. The street 
ends in a sumptuous arched gate at the 
harbor. 

Another important feature of ancient 
Ephesus was the agora or market place. 
'I1rls was a great rectangular, colonnaded 
area entered. by magnificent gateways and 
SUlTounded by halls and chambers. The 
sinall compartments where the individual 
shops used to be can still be observed. Near 
the market place is the library of Cel us. 

This was built with fine columns and double 
walls (outer and inner wall to protect the 
papyri from humidity). The walls were 
recessed with niches for bookcases. 

Ephesus also had a stadium. Located on 
the right side coming out of the Great 
Theater, it dates from the time of Emperor 
Nero. Here chariot races and gladiatorial 
fights used to take place. Nearby are Con­
stantine's baths and the remains of a 
church called "St. Mary's Church" or 
"Council Church." This building dates 
from the fourth century, a period when. 
Christianity had already been corrupted 
by pagan religion. However, in the interior 
of this butldlng there was found a suffi­
ciently deep basin in which baptisms by 
immersion used to take place. Inscriptions 
indicate that in this church the Councils 
of Ephesus of A.D. 431 and 448 were held. 
At the first of these councils the ques­
tion was whether Mary should be called 
"mother of Christ" or "mother of God." 
The council adopted the unscriptural, pa­
gan "mother of God," a title reminiscent 
of Artemis of the Ephesians, who was 
given the characteristics of Cybele, called 
"mother of the gods." 

Although Ephesus was once the center 
of the resplendent Artemis cult, it has sunk 
into the dusty past. But the preaching 
work that Paul did to expose false religion 
and false gods and to establish true wor­
ship has spread gloriously to the most 
distant parts of the earth and continues to 
this day. 

In the Pari8hioner, official magazine of the Holy Name of Mary church in !lal· 
ley Stream, New York, there is a Hst of "Parish RegUlations." Regulation number 
one says! "A baby must be baptized in its own parish. Permission will not be 
granted to have your baby baptized in any other parish .... The usual offering at 
a baptism is five dollars." Regulation number ten says: "MIndful of Christ's de· 
nunciation of the money changers in the Temple, our ushers are instructed not 
to make change for any collection." 
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IN THE United States Halloween has 
become prankish and boisterous. "It's 

the worst night of vandalism," said a po­
lice official, in charge of the complaint 
board. "It's not a night fit for humans, but 
demons. Both the kids and the grown-ups 
go mad!" And so they do. 

Yet, Halloween is supposed to be a 
"Christian" holiday in honor of the dead. 
But whoever heard of such boisterousness 
in Christianity? Is it Christian to break 
up hundreds of your neighbors' windows, 
tip thousands of garbage cans and scatter 
refuse over buildings and property, to hurl 
paint on houses and cars, to set·houses and 
automobiles' afire, to knock out street 
lights and to destroy personal property and 
lives? Is this violence Christianity? 

Out in the country farmers' implements', 
trucks and trailers, outbuildings and other 
property are either removed from the 
premises, damaged or destroyed. Snow 
fences are heaped up on main highways, 
street and road signs are ripped off, fences 
and gates are broken beyond use, filthy 
words are written on windows, kerosene 
bombs, stone and rope traps are spread 
across busy roads, barn doors are un­
hinged, fighting cocks dropped into chicken 
coops, cattle are turned loose onto busy 
thoroughfares, and at least in one instance 
an ingenious group of merrymakers dis­
mantled an old Ford Model T and reas­
sembled it in a church steeple. 
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A mayor who watched some of this 
havoc wrought in his own city simply re­
marked: "I sat through it and watched it 
all. I enjoyed myself. It was Halloween 
night." However, police say that Halloween 
riots and wrecks are fast becoming "a 
most serious situation," leaving behind 
broken bodies and fatal accidents. What 
can be said about such lawless conduct? 
Is it Christian? Or is such an uncontrolled 
outburst earthly, animalistic, demonic? To 
ask these questions is to answer them. 

However, Halloween masquerades as a 
solemn religious observance of highest 
rank. But that in itself does not excuse its 
behavior and make it Christian. Rather, 
its claims make" the day more reprehensible 
in God's sight. What follows in the wake of 
Halloween certainly condemns its fruits as 
all rotten. The whole celebration is rotten 
to the core, it being pagan, demonic in 
origin. 

Halloween's Pagan Background 
Long before Clcristianity made its ap­

pearance, pagan peoples had marked 0cto­
ber 31 as a time for placating the spirits of 
the dead. On that night Samhain or Saman, 
Lord of the Dead, Prince of Darkness, was 
believed to assemble all souls who had 
been confined to the bodies of animals 
upon death, and send them on to their 
final resting places. The demon-worshiping 
Druids endeavored to appease Satan by 
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Dffering live human and animal sacrifices. 
The ruler of the dead would then grant 
permission to spirits of those who had 
died during the year to return to the earth 
for a short time. 

The Celts of Scotland and Ireland gath~ 
ered on windy hUls around huge fires. The 
souls of people who had died during the 
preceding year were invited to warm them~ 
selves by the fires. Saman, it was believed, 
would lie in wait for these souls and as 
they appeared he would change them into 
cats and witches. The World Book Ency~ 
clopedia's research authorities state that 
the Druids believed that cats were humans 
who were changed into animals for some 
misdeed. The souls of the wicked were 
turned into black cats. Until quite recently. 
black cats were burned alive on Halloween 
night. And a usual greeting was, "God save 
all here, except the cat." It was the worst 
fate imaginable to encounter a black cat 
along the road on Halloween. 

The original contribution to the day ap.­
pears to have been made by the ancient 
sun~worshiping Egyptians. The SWl~god 
Osiris was worShiped as the giver of life 
and fertility to the land. But the Egyptians 
believed the god of darkness murdered. him 
every autumn when the sun began to fade. 
So they set aside a special day of prayer 
to thank him for the blessings of the bar­
vest and prayed for a quick return. 

The Celts continued these feasts in bonor 
to their own sun~god. According to the Old 
Celtic calendar, New Year's Eve fell on 
October 31, and November 1 was the first 
day of the new year. The heathens believed 
that it was on the eve of the new year that 
the soWs of the dead took their last fling 
of the year. The huge bonfires Were to give 
the old year a big send~off and also to cheer 
up the declining sun. The spirits roamed 
the earth unmolested. They were to enjoy 
the food and drink left by their survivors. 
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Mythology has it that bats and vampires 
were abroad and witches bewitcbed many 
as they jockeyed' broomsticks across the 
countryside. 

In Wales the Oruidic priests keep a fire 
alive on a large stone altar and on the eve 
of the new year the old fire was let die 
and a new fire was begun. Devotees would 
snatch live coals off the altar and dash 
borne to light their own fires with them. 
The fires were supposed to light souls from 
purgatory; the sites of the bonfires were 
called Purgatory fields. The ugly masks 
worn express mankind's fear of the dead. 
Food was put out overnight to appease the 
spirits. Often butter was left for them to 
use as salve to soothe their purgatory 
burns. 

Apples. Nuts and Jack~'~LanterlUl 
After the invasion of Britain by Caesar's 

legions, the Roman feast of Pomona be~ 
came mingled with the Druidic celebration. 
Apples and nuts were eaten in honor of 
Pomona, the goddess of the autumn har~ 
vest. Fortunes were told with apple seeds 
and hazel nuts. Turnips were used as pump~ 
kins are today. In Scotland the children 
would hollow and carve them into the lik~ 
ness of a fearsome face. But the name 
"Jack-o'-lantern" is of Irish origin. Legend 
has it that an ill~fated Irishman by the 
name of Jack found himself locked out of 
both heaven and hell. He was barred from 
heaven because of being too stingy and 
rejected from hell for playing a practical 
joke on the Devil. So J aelt was condemned 
to walk the earth with nothing but a lan­
tern until judgment day. 

The children were the first to see 
through the foolishness of the occasion. 
They were quick to see that the so-called 
bolyday offered them a golden opportunity 
for mischief. If gates disappeared. toilets 
were upturned, cattle turned loose, the guI~ 
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l1ble,adults would blame it on "spooks" and 
"ghosts." It was believ~ that wicked aouIs 
on this eve took the form of grownRuPS. so 
children began dressing like the oldsters 
and spooks that people imagined. The fanR 
tastic costumes and masks worn at typical 
masquerade parties, and even the dancing 
itself, all portrayed the actions and revelR 
ings of evil spirits. 

Behind Christendom's Mask 
It is this same pagan festival of the dead 

that conceals itself behind the false face 
labeled Christendom. The Roman Catholic 
Church inherited the vigil of Samhaln and 
made it a "holyday" by sanctifying it., The 
church set aside the first day of November 
as All Saints' Day to honor the souls of the 
dead. The eve of Allhallows or Hallowmas, 
October 31, became one of the most solemn 
religious festivals of the church. And the 
following day became a holyday of obligaR 
tion when Roman Catholics are bound 
under pain of mortal sin to hear mass. 
Concerning these celebrations the book 
The Golden Bough says: "The feast of All 
Souls in November is a continuation of an 
old heathen feast of the dead." 

It was Pope Boniface IV who introduced 
Halloween to the church in the 'seventh 
century in an effort to supplant the pa­
gan festival. It was originally observed on 
May 13, but moved to the present date 
about 731 by Pope Gregory ill,' at which 
time he dedicated a chapel in St. Peter's 
Church in Rome in honor of all the Roman 
Catholic saints. From that day Novetnber 1 
became known as All Saints' Day or All­
hallows and the night before as Hallows 
Eve, which was shortened to Halloween, 

One authority states: "Even the Roman 
Catholic adaptation of the pagan customs 
did not satisfy the superstitious cravings 
of the human heart. In predominately Ro­
man Catholic Brittany, for example, the 
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people still claim to have intimate knowl­
edge and association with their dead ances­
tors called the anon or the souls of the an­
cestors. On the night of October 31, the 
night of the dead and our Halloween, the 
worship of the anon reaches its peak. The 
Bretons are so credulous as to believe that 
for 48 hours the souls in purgatory are 
freed by God in order for them to visit 
their earthly homes. To welcome them, 
the living descendants make elaborate 
preparations. The entire day of Halloween 
is spent in prayer at the grave of deceased 
relatives. In the late afternoon, all Bretons 
go to Church to kneel about the catafalque 
a~ld recite the 'Black Vespers.' They then 
return to the parish cemetery and gather 
in the Charnel House, a building full of 
human bones. Holding lighted candles, the 
faithful chant, .. and appeal, as if coming 
from the dead bones. begging for prayers 
to gain release from purgatory," 

In Europe Halloween is divorced from 
prankishness and merriment. In many lands 
it has become an austere time. One writer 
declares that in Italy people garb them­
selves in funeral black. In Naples even the 
skeletons in the vaults are dressed, and in 
Salerno the townspeople go to an all-night 
service at church and set out banquets for 
the departed. Although the custom may 
differ in various lands, the essential pagan 
characteristics are present in all of them. 

This freakish mixtW'e of pagan my­
thology and Catholic tradition called Hal­
loween can have only one end. Read it for 
yourself at Revelation 21:8 (New World 
Trans.): "As for the cowards and those 
without faith and tho~ who are disgusting 
in their filth and murderers and fornicators 
and those practicing spiritism and idolaters 
and all the liars, their portion will be in 
the lake that burns with fire and sulphur~ 
This means the second death." 
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THE ARMENIANS 
-AN ANCIENT PEOPLE NOW SCATTERED AROUND THE GLOBE 

By "Awak.I" cOr,.,ponHnt In L.bclfton 

QUNT Ararat, where Noah's Ark ground· 
'. , ed, was In the center 0:1: Armenia, a 
',~',- country ,that included the high plateau in 
the Caucasus region of western Asia, between 
the CaspIan and Black Seas. The Armenians 
were a sturdy people who from early days 
dwelt in this mountainous land as farmers 
and herdsmen. But Annenla was strategi­
cally located on the ancient trade routes be· 
tween East and West, and thus many stronger 
nations have contended for its domination, 
and its various rulers have left behind traces 
of their own ways of li:l:e. 
" Annenla today is divided Into three un­
equal parts controlled by Turkey, Iran and 
Russia, and the Annenian people are scattered 
around the globe. Though no political- ruler 
bas kept them together, the Armenian church 
bas succeeded in doing so. A missionary called 
Gregory the Dlumlnalor converted the Arme­
nfan king Tiridates (A.D. 238-314) and was 
instrumental in converting the nation as a 
whole. Thus for 1600 years, Or particularly 
since A.D. 303, the Gregorian church has been 
the national reltgion. The Armenian name for 
It is Lusavorchagan, Signifying the followers 
of the Lusavoreech or Enlightener. Yet, after 
thefr being "Christianized" many 0:1: the Anne· 
nians' older pagan customs remained. The 
Encyclopredia Britannica explains that many 
of these old pagan customs and rites were 
merged or fused with the new names and 
connections, thus easing the passing over from 
the old to the new. The feasts were fewer, 
but more devout. The feast to the chief god 
Wahagan was changed to that of John the 
Baptist, and that to the goddess Anahlte was 
rededicated to Mary. Similarly the Armenian 
Christmas is today celebrated on January 6, 
the date of a previous pagan feast. 

Scattered :l:rom their native land, Arme· 
nians today are to be found all over the globe, 

with a gt"eat majority living in Lebanon 
and Syria. A majority of the approximately 
70,000 Armenians in Lebanon live in the lower 
part of Beirut, wher-e the stores, homes, schOOls 
and local government are almost exclusively 
Armenian, and where the language is gener· 
ally spoken. The Armenians are adept busi­
nessmen, and they are '"noted for having 
orderly homes and tasty food. In the Arme· 
nian section you see long red strips that look 
like queer·shaped sausages hanging In the 
window of the meat stores. This Is the Arme­
nian specialty, basterma! Strips of choice 
beef are cut carefully, salted, pressed and then 
hung in the air to dry for several days. After· 
ward they are covered with a bright-red past!' 
made of well-pounded peppers, spices and 
other flavorings. 

-, The ArmenIan housewife spends consider· 
able time preparing her meals, but the result 
is delicious and appetizing. Stuffed cabbage 
and grape leaves, small squashes and peppers, 
rIce and ground meat are combined in tasty 
dishes. Tabooli is another favorite, but it fs 
kept mainly for special occasions and picnics. 
This is fresh salad stuft, with plenty of pars· 
ley, a good helping of fresh tnint, green onions, 
tomatoes, peppers and any other vegetables 
In season. The ingredients are cleaned and 
chopped, then mixed with plenty of olIve oil 
and some lemon juice, and with a specially 
prepared chopped cooked wheat called burgl. 

The Armenians are a people without a 
country really their own, and they are scat­
tered thr.oughout the world, but a few are 
beginning to realize that only through the 
pure, unadulterated truth now shining from 
the Bible's pages can they see their hope for 
lasting peace and security. Such ones are now 
flnding a real refuge, jOining, with their 
brothers from all nations, not in man's govern· 
ments, but in Jehovah's new world 0:1: right· 
eousness that is now being proclaimed. 

Just a Jump Ahead Of The Law 
At Los Angeles, California, some thieves hope they are now equipped to keep 

a few jumps ahead of the police. They burglarized the Roy Berlin Company and 
made oft with 700 pogo sticks. 
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MAN lives in the shadow of disaster, 
and it bften strikes without warning. 

He cannot foretell how, where or when it 
will come. Often when it comes in dramatic 
guise, newspaper headlines will tell -the 
grim story: "Freak Wave Sweeps Eight 
to Death!" "Dust Storms Claim Scores of 
Lives!" "Earthquake Levels City!" Such 
sudden disasters are frequently called "acts 
of God." 

For example: the Catholic Herald, of 
August 21, 1953, called the "unusual series 
of disasters caused by the always myste­
rious cosmic forces" and "the earthquakes 
and tremors in the Greek islands" "acts 
of God." The September, 1950, issue of 
Coronet lists hurricanes and dust storms 
as "acts of God." 

Courts of law and law writers define an 
"act of God" as "an inevitable accident 
against which ordinary care and prudence 
could not guard; the interruption of the 
ordinary course of events such as is not to 
be looked for 'in advance." But are such 
things as the above the result of God's 
acts? Can we truthfully say they are? To 
claim that such things are an act of God 
is entirely without Scriptural authority. 
God is therefore wrongfully charged with 
such disasters and tragedies. 

If God is not responsible, who, then, 
is? Geologists state that earthquakes are 
caused by volcanic eruptions and primarily 
by the settling of our earth. and not by a 
direct intervention of God. Dust storms 
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are proved to be directly related to man's 
misuse and mismanagement of the earth 
and, again, not by God. Many disasters are 
caused by human failings, negligence and 
carele$Sl1ess; also by violation of natural 
laws. All the sickness, for instance, ~at 
has entered the earth has resulted from 
the original violation of God's law. So why 
blame God for something for which he is 
not responsible? 

God has caused disasters, and, for that 
matier, so has Satan the Devil. This latter 
fact usually surprises some. Satan the 
Devil has power to produce storms and 
like unusual things. This is proved by the 
Scriptures. When Satan rebelled against 
God he Induced man to sin. Then he defied 
God, saying that no man could be pUt on 
the earth who under great stress would 
remain faithful to God. Jehovah accepted 
the challenge to prove the Devil a liar; 
also to prove to all creation that Jehovah 
is the only true God, from whom all bless· 
ings flow. Shortly Jehovah will destroy the 
Devil for his wickedness and restore man­
kind to perfection. The Bible book of Job 
vividly describes this drama. This book 
shows how Satan brought a great wind­
storm and other calamities 1)1at took many 
lives in an effort to break Job's integrity. 
Satan failed in his attempt. Job remained 
true and faithful to God.-Job 1:6·22; 
2:1-6; Luke 8:23-25. 

For the same purpose Satan has caused 
the people to be taught for many centuries 
that all the storms, the bugs and insects, 
and like things that bring disaster upon 
mankind, come from God. Clergy say that 
God brings these calamities upon the pe0-

ple because they have not been faithful to 
their church and contributed generously. 
Thereby many have believed this lie and 
have cursed God and turned away fnom 
him. 

How can we properly explain the words 
"acts of God"? The Scriptures are plain 



that all God's acts or works are perfect; 
that God is love. Moses said of Jehovah: 
"Perfect is his activity, for all his ways 
are justice. A God of faithfulness, with 
whom there is no injustice; righteous and 
upright is he." This relieves God of all 
wrongful charges heaped upon him by 
selfish men who accuse him of crimes that 
he is not responsible for.-Deuteronomy 
32:3,4; 1 John 4:16, New World Trans. 

Acts of God 
Even though God is love, he, neverthe­

less, does punish wickedness and declares 
he will completely destroy the willfully 
wicked. This he has done, and will do, for 
the honor of his name and for the good of 
those who love rigHteousness. Because of 
Adam's willful disobedience God justly 
put him to death. Because of the willful 
wickedness of Adam's offspring God sent 
a great deluge and destroyed all human 
flesh except Noah and his immediate fam­
ily, who were faithful to God. That great 
deluge was an act of God; but before God 
executed ·the wicked he gave them full 
notice of the impending disaster, so that it 
could not be said that it, was an "inevita­
ble accident against which' ordinary care 
and prudence could not guard."-Genesis 
6:4, 5, 11. 

When the Egyptian army pursued the 
Israelites for the purpose of destroying 
them, God destroyed the Egyptian army 
in the Red Sea. That, too, was an act of 
God. But here again, the Egyptians had 
been amply warned by Moses against con­
tinuing their persecution. There was the 
act of God that stayed the waters of the 
Jordan permitting the Israelites to cross 
on dry ground during the river's flood 
stage. The fall of Jericho, the preservation 
of Rahab and her family were all acts of 
God, demonstrating his almightiness to 
destroy, protect and preserve whenever 
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necessary.-Exodus 14:5-28; Joshua 3:15, 
16; 6:22-25. 

We are told that "Jehovah hurled great 
Stones from the heavens upon" the Amor~ 
ites, and that "more got to die who died 
from the hailstones than those whom the 
sons of Israel killed with the sword." At 
Joshua's request Jehovah kept the sun 
motionless over Gibeon and the moon over 
the low plain of Aijalon so that the Israel~ 
ites could take vengeance on their enemies. 
"Is It not written in the book of Ja'shar? 
And the sun kept standing still in the mid~ 
die of the heavens and did not hasten to 
set for about a whole day. And no day has 
proved to be like that one, either before 
it or after it, in that Jehovah listened to 
the voice of a man, for Jehovah it was who 
was fighting for IsraeL" These were acts 
of God of which there is no question, and 
they are recorded as such in his Word. 
-Joshua 10:11-15, New World Trans. 

Soon another act of God will take place, 
It is described in God's Word as "his 
strange act," in which the wisdom of the 
worldly wisemen will perish. (Isaiah 28: 21, 
22) God declares through his prophets 
that he will 'completely desolate Chris­
tendom and all of Satan's organization. By 
his prophet Habakkuk Jehovah says that 
so terrible will be the spectacle and power 
displayed that all will know that it is the 
act of God. That great act is also caJIed in 
the Scriptures "the war of the great day 
of God the Almighty," at Armageddon. 
-Revelation 16:14,16, New World Trans. 

Particularly since A.D. 1918 a warning 
has been sounded of ,this coming disaster. 
Every means possible has been used to 
notify the world of its imminence, so that 
none will be able to say: 'There came upon 
us an inevitable disaster which we as pru­
dent men could not know about in advance.' 
Jehovah God assures us· all will know of 
its coming. The meek will take heed. The 
scoffers will be destroyed.-Psalm 145: 20, 
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Ceylon 

CEYLON is an island just south of India, 
being separated from the mainland by 

a mere thirty miles of water. It is a land 
of resplendent tropical beauty, a land long 
ago described as the "Pearl of the Orient," 
and nOw it is acclaimed as "Asia's Switzer­
land." Compared wit4 that island continent 
of Australia, it is a bit of a dot on the map. 
Yet its population equals that of Australia, 
some eight million. 

This brings Jehovah's witnesses into the 
picture, because usually where there are 
people you will find these witnesses. And 
in Ceylon there are over seventy 01 Jeoo.. 
vah's witnesses preaching the good news 
of God's kingdom. But is not Ceylon a 
Buddhist country? Do not the majority 
in this land reject the Bible as an inspired 
book? Yes. But regardless of that fact, the 
message of the Kingdom has made definite 
progress. 

Approximately two thirds of the people 
are Singhalese. Their language is very intri­
cate and complex in its structure and rich 
with idioms and similes. The ten Watch 
Tower missionaries assigned here are en­
deavoring to master this complicated lan­
guage. The Singhalese people live in the 
wet zone of the island and for the most part 
take life very easy. The warm, humid cli­
mate does not lend itself to hard work. 
They are a people never too busy to talk, 
listen and enjoy life. When one of Jehovah's 
witnesses cal1s on them he is invariably 
invited in and given a cool drink of tea 
before ever stating his purpose. What a 
friendly, hospitable people the Singhalese! 
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They will listen, listen and listen to the 
Kingdom message. But when it comes to 
developing serious interest in God's king­
dom, that is a different matter. Progress 
is slow. 

Religiously, most of the Singhalese peo­
ple are Buddhists and quite frankly dis­
claim belief in a Creator or in the existence 
of a Supreme Being to whom all men are 
accountable. Nevertheless, Devil-dancing 
is still very common in Ceylon. Some asso~ 
ciate it with religion, others do not. Devil­
dancing is where a ceremony is performed 
in the name of the Devil. Usually the Devil 
is held to be the spirit of someone who has 
died and who has r~turned to haunt some~ 
one or afflict a person with a disease or 
insanity. So dancing and sacrifices are 
offered to appease the DeVil. The people do 
not try to conceal the fact that they are 
dealing with devils. They say: "What we 
want is help. Who gives it to us is not 
important, whether a god or a devil. It's 
the help we are after;" So they reason. 

In the northern and eastern sides of the 
island live the Tamils, a people of Dra­
vidiC\n stock. These are more industrious 
and studious. Most of them are Hindus and 
Moslems with a sprinkling of Catholics and 
Protestants in certain localities. They take 
a real pride in their language. Same claim 
it to be the oldest living language in the 
world today. Sanskrit and Latin were its 
contemporaries; they are long dead, yet 
Tamillives! 

The Tamils have a great concern for the 
future and for security, and this makes 
them eager to hear of a r\ght~ MW 

world wherein al1 will be secure forever. 



[t is not surprising, then, to hear that 
Jehovah's witnesses have enjoyed the best 
response to the message among the Tamil 
people, and among a small commlUlity of 
people known as Burghers, descendants of 
the Portuguese and Dutch. The Burghers 
have. to a great extent. adopted Western 
customs and are all known as "Christians." 

To witness, effectively to the name of 
Jehovah and his purpose calls for almost 
superhuman effort and tact. Take for an 
example the Hindu. His worship calls for 
an acceptance of all religions. He says: 
"All forms of worship are like pearls on 
a necklace. I accept them all. I even accept 
Christ Jesus." Yet he will not be moved 
to practice Christianity. A young Hindu 
college student attended a Bible study con· 
ducted by one of Jehovah's witnesses. He 
displayed apathy until he was asked if he 
knew where the name of his great god 
Vishnu originated. He said he had no 
idea. The witness tactfully explained that 
Vishnu is the Sanskrit form of the older 
Chaldean term «Ish·nuh" and literally 
means "the man Noah." It was for this 
reason that Vishnu is famed as having 
miraculously preserved one righteous fam· 

ily during a great flood. The Hindu youth 
listened intently. "So you see,;' the witriess 
continued. "how valuable the Bible, record 
is to Hindus as well as Christians. for the 
accurate and oldest account of this great 
flood is contained in the Bible. And the 
Bible clearly shows that this present evil 
system is facing a catastrophe much worse 
than the flood in Noah's day." Before the 
study was over the Hindu was reading the 
Bible. 

Ima.gIne that yOU were making a call 
on a Buddhist. Would you immediately 
quote from the Bible or mention Jesus 
Christ? Generally, it would be best not to. 
For many Buddhists are prejudiced against 
the sects of Christendom. They say that 
"Christian" Portuguese carved crosses on 
the foreheads of the Ceylonese and then 
cut their throats When they conquered the 
island. They want none of such Chris­
tianity. The witness must tactfully show 
the di:fference between such "churchian­
ity" and true Christianity. It is difficult to 
make headway. Conversions are slow, but 
the gospel is being preached, with success, 
in fulfillment of God's Word.-Matthew 
24-:-14. 

00 YOU KNOW? '"""' ....... ~ ...... ~ ...... ? 
• • 

?--............. _ .. 
• 

I i • Why today's churches must turn to so~ 
j cials, bazaars, plays and auctions In order 
( to drAW attendance? P. 3, 115. 
i • Why today's fastest-growing religion needs i no spectacular stunts to draw crowds? P. 4, 

• H. 
I • Why spiritual 'health Is even more vital i than physical health? P. S, 1T3. 

i • What the explanation of today's seeming i 'faith cures' is! P. 6, 1T 4. 

• • Why lack of conversation can do such 
I serious damage to your marriage? p, t 1, 1Tt. 

) • How far ~ kan garoo actually C~n leap? i P. 13, 1T3. 

• Who the Vatican's statue of St. Peter 
originally represented? P. t 6, 11 s. 
• Wbat the ancient temp{e of Artemis, one 
of the seven wonders of the world, was like? 
P. 18, 1ft. 

• What ancient Ephes\j.s, where the apostle 
Pau t was mobbed, is like today? P. 19, 113. 

• What ,Halloween was like before the 
"Christians" got hold of it! P. 21, 116. 

• What wrongful charge is regularly made 
against God in today's law courh? P. 25, !f3. 

,. What information about Noah's flood has 
stirred Hindus to read the Biblel P. 28, 1It. · ~ .~.~.~.~.~~~~~.,.~.~.~~~~~~~.~~~~~.~.~.~~~~~~~.~-~-~.~. 
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The GermaD8 Go to Moscow 
.. One day in September a 
train from Bonn rolled into 
Moscow. It was Dr. Konrad 
Adenauer's "Chancellery on 
Wheels," and it was also the 
first German train to cross the 
Soviet border since Hitler's in· 
vasion of Russia. Dr. Adenauer 
himself had fiown to Moscow 
direct from Bonn in a German 
plane, the first German air­
craft over Moscow since Hit­
ler's Luftwaffe pounded the 
city_ The Germans had come 
to Moscow to try to repair 
some 01 the damage that Hit· 
ler had caused. Dr. Adenauer 
had come at the request of 
Premier Nikolai A_ Bulganin. 
There was no doubt about Dr_ 
Adenauer's objective: he want­
ed German reunification. The 
division of Germany, said Dr. 
Adenauer, is "abnormal _ •• 
against human and divine law 
and against nature." Marshal 
Bulganin, making it clear that 
;Russia was not ready to pro­
ceed with the reunification of 
Germany, declared that unifi­
cation was a "matter first 
of all for the Germans them. 
selves." Dr. Adenauer then 
used strong pressure to try to 
bring back 100,000 German 
war prisoners still believed to 
be held in RUSSia. The prison­
er session was stormy. Mar­
shal Bulganin said that Russia 
held only about 10,000 prison­
ers and that they were all 
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"war criminals whose sentenc­
ing was a humanitarian act." 
Dr. Adenauer's face was grim; 
little progress had been made. 
Observers had anticipated that 
Adenauer's mission to Moscow 
would bring nothing of great 
consequence. 

Seething Argentina 
4> In September, 1952, Argen· 
tina was decreed to be in "a 
state of internal war." On 
June 16 the status changed. An 
abortive navy and a.lr force re­
volt against Per6n brought the 
country under a state 01 siege 
for 13 days. On June 29 Argen­
tina returned to being solely in 
"a state of internal war." 
Calmer political winds began 
to prevail in July as Per6n 
offered a policy of conciliation 
to his foes and announced an 
end to his dictatorship. But in 
mid-August the pOlitical pot 
began to boil: a new plot 
against Per6n was uncovered. 
This was followed by 200 ar· 
rests and later by Peron's of­
fer to resign. Pro·Per6n lead­
ers then called for a general 
strike and a huge rally in the 
Plaza de Mayo that would re­
main there until Per6n con­
sented to stay on. All day long 
Peronistas packed Into the 
plaza. At dusk Per6n gave a 
speech. Regarded as one of the 
most extraordinary in Latin­
American history, the speech 
was one of incredible ferocity. 

He said to his followers: 
"From now on let us establish 
as pennanent conduct for our 
movement that he who in any 
pla:ce. tries to disturb order 
••• mB-l; be slain by any Ar· 
gentine." Then Peron declared: 
"And when one of our people 
falls, five of them wIll faIt'" 
In closing Per6n said: "I havc 
decided to withdraw my resig­
nation!" The next day (9/l) 
Pernn asked Congress to place 
Buenos Aires under a state of 
siege. Congress swiftly passed 
the legislation to enforce 
"peace and tranquilUty." 
Among observers the question 
was: Did Peron's new moves 
stem from grOwing strength or 
were they made to conceal a 
weakness? 

Palestine's Tense Truce *' FOT seven years violence 
and death have erupted on the 
Arab-Israeli frontiers. Time 
and again Arab bands have fil­
tered across the borders, and 
time and again Israeli forces 
have stormed back for ven­
geance. With the Arabs getting 
military aId from the West, 
there loomed up the prospect 
that in five or ten years they 
may be able to crush Israel by 
force. With this view in mind, 
the U.N., in August, initiated 
new efforts to reduce tension 
in Palestine. While the very 
talks intended to reduce ten­
sion got underway. a new se­
ries of border incidents broke 
out on the Gaza strip, incidents 
that brought on the most pro· 
tracted and the bitterest" fight. 
ing since the Arab-IsraeU ar­
mistices were Signed in 1949. 
Fighting began on August 22 
when an Israeli patrol stormed 
an EgyptLan post on the Gaza 
border. Then followed almost 
two weeks of most bitter fight­
ing. It included Egyptian tel" 
rorist raids deep into Israel 
and a heavy Israeli reprisal at· 
tack on an Egyptian camp at 
Khan Yun1s. A minor air war 
.even developed as Israel an­
nounced that two of her jets 
had shot down two Egyptian 
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jets. Both sides finally submIt· 
ted to a de facto cease·ftre reo 
quested by the U.N. In spite of 
the cease-fire observers felt 
that developments left small 
room for hope of a permanent 
settlement. Both sides ,leaned 
to be girding for new and 
more serious clashes. 

Unrest over Cyprus 
• Of the 500,000 British sub­
jects on the Mediterranean Is· 
land ot Cyprus, 100,000 are 
ethnic Turks and 400,000 are of 
Greek origin. For some time 
the Greek Cypriotes, with the 
blessing of a Greek archbhlhop, 
have been demandIng ·'self· 
determination," or the right to 
decide their own polltlcal fu· 
ture, as a move toward l.l.nion 
with Greece. Athens naturally 
JnsIsts that Britain grant selt· 
determination. Turkey prefers 
British control, Insisting that 
if any change is to be made 
the island should revert to 
Turkish control. In September 
the foreign ministers of the 
three countries met to try to 
straighten out the tangle. 
When news reached Greece 
that Brltaln had shunned the 
Greek demand for seli-<ieter· 
mlnation, demonstrations broke 
out In the town of Salonlka; a 
stick of dynamite exploded 
near the Turkish consulate. 
Somehow, in Turkey, word 
spread that the birth place of 
Kemal Ataturk, Turkish na­
tional hero, pad been de· 
stroyed'. That night tens of 
thousands of Turks, roamed 
through Istanbul, smashing 
Greek store Windows and over· 
turning automobiles. Turkish 
troops had to dlsperse the riot· 
ers. Further unrest over Cy· 
prus appeared likely as the 
three· power conference ended 
In taJlure: Brltain, though of· 
fering Cyprus a measure of 
home rule, refused sel!-deter­
mination, Greece was bitterly 
chagrined that selt-determina· 
tion was not granted and "TUr­
key was content that the status 
quo was beIng preserved. 
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Mutiny In the Sndau. 
+ From 189!;1 until January, 
1954, the British ruled the Suo 
dan in nominal partnership 
with Egypt. Since then the 
Sudanese government has tak· 
en over domesttq control, 
though British and Egyptian 
troops have remained. How· 
ever, Sudan has its own de· 
:l:ense force, now about 5,000 
strong. British officers in the 
defense :l:orce have now been 
replaced by northern Sudanese 
officers, who are mainly of 
Arab-MoslEfm stock. In August 
a move was made to clear the 
way :1:01' Sudan's freedom alter 
56 years of foreign rule: the 
Sudanese Parliament approved 
a resolution calling for evacu· 
atIon 0:1: British and Egyptian 
troops within 90 days. Just 
three days Jater revolt broke 
out. The noncommIssioned offi. 
cers and men-largely of Ne­
groid ancestry-of the Sudan 
Defense Force at Torit in 
southern Sudan mutinied, The 
rebels, numbering more than 
1,000, killed three officers and 
fied into the jungles. The reo 
volt erupted partly through 
dlSL'OJltent among southern 
troops at havIng northern offi· 
cers placed over them. This 
hostility between northern and 
southern Sudanese stems chief· 
ly froin centuries of "slave 
raidIng" by Arabs who sold the 
sOl.lthem people to Egypt. With 
three southern Sudan prov­
inces in a state of emergency, 
Britain was disturbed. The 
fear was that the rebeIIlon 
might threaten to reopen an· 
cient North·South hatreds and 
even lead to the splitting of the 
country Into two parts. 

"Mrlkaans Please" 
+ Of South Africa's nearly 
3,000,000 white population, the 
home language of 60 per cent 
is Afrikaans and 40 pel' cent 
English. For some time the 
two segments have been driven 
farther and farther apart. In 
September the breach appeared 
to widen again as a new,pam· 
phlet, published by an Afrikan· 
er committee, was distributed 

among school children. It 
urges that only 'Afrlkaims-a 
Dutch derivative with German, 
Gaellc and English influences 
-be spoken in South A:l:rica 
and that loyal Afrikaners pa· 
tronize only Afrikaner busi· 
ness and profeSSional people. 
The pamphlet also advises 
Afrikaners to send English­
language publications back to 
publishers with the notation, 
"Afrikaans please." Critics 
among South Africans 01 the 
Nationalists' insisten~e on 
Afrikaans hold that the policy 
tends to increase tensions be. 
tween the two segments of the 
white population at a time 
when national unity Is badly 
needed. 

Thaw Rebind the Iron OUl'taln * The recent announcement 
that the SoViet armed forces 
Would be reduced by 640,000 
men, the Czechoslovak army 
by 43,000 men and the Roma· 
nian army by 40,000 men came 
a$ a shock to the West. Sep· 
tember brought more news of 
a thaw behind the iron cur· 
tain. Albanian and Polish 
broadcasts announced that the 
Albanian army would be cut 
by 9,000 men and the PoUsh 
anny by 47,000 men. The Pol· 
ish broadcast said the reduc· 
tlon was decided upon because 
of the "progress made in eas· 
Ing international tenSion ow­
Ing to the Geneva Conference." 

Toorllt-mlnded Rossla '* In early August Soviet oti'i· 
crals announced that 2,000 So· 
Viet citizens would be allowed 
to make private trips abroad 
by the end of 1955. Financial 
agreements have already been 
made concerning travel in 
Sweden, Finland and the Com· 
munist countries of Eastern 
Europe. In late August it be· 
came apparent that the Soviet 
government was getting more 
tourist· minded. A high Soviet 
tourist official announced that 
the government would permit 
"tens of thousands" of SOviet 
citizens to visit the U.S. if sat· 
isfactory finanCial arrange-
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ments can be made. That the 
Soviet Union planned to en· 
courage two-way tourlst travel 
with the U.S. also was clear. 
"We shall do all in our power," 
said a Soviet tourlst omcial In 
Moscow, "to promote private 
visits here." 

Guatemala Votes for Freedom 
.. Last May Guatemala's Ro· 
man Catholic Archbishop Ma· 
rlano Rosselly y Arellano de· 
manded that the National Con· 
stituent Assembly, now writing 
a new constitution, gIve the 
Catholic Church a "pre-emi· 
nent" pos1t1on over other rell· 
gions. The archbIshop threat· 
ened that otherwise the church 
would take "a position of es· 
trangement" and noncollabo­
ration, which f1.e saId would 
bring the return of Commu·. 
nlsts. In September, when the 
National Constituent Assembly 
fliushed approving some fifty 
of a draft's 246 articles, the 
archbishop receIved a decided 
setback. Articles 50 and 51, ap-

proved after vigorous. debate, 
guarante~ freedom of worship 
and grant legal status to all 
religious organizations and 
churches. The Assembly de­
feated strong eftorts to allow 
the clergy to intervene In polito 
ical matters. 

U.S.: Wholesale Slaughter 
+ Last year the fatality rate 
of motor traffic in the U.S. was 
6.5 for 100,000,000 miles of 
travel, with approximately 36" 
000 deaths and over a million 
disabling inju,ries. It has been 
estimated on the basis of pres· 
ent trends that one person out 
of every ten in the U.S. may 
be kllled or injured in a motor 
vehicle accident within a peri. 
od of 15 years. The number of 
traffic accidents during the 
Labor Day week end dId not 
tend to disprove that grim 
estimate, for at least 438 per· 
sons were killed in traffic acci· 
dents. This was not a record 
for the Labor Day week end, 

but the deaths exceeded. the 
400 predicted by the National 
Safety Council. Commenting 
on the fact that the fatalities 
did not set a new record, Ned 
H. Dearborn, Safety Council 
president. said: "This 1& of 
small comfort to anyone who 
sincerely believes that this 
wholesale slaughter' on the 
highways need Dot and mUllt 
not be tolerated." 

World Jet Speed Beoord 
.. Of all the many figures that 
go to make up official world 
jet speed records, none have 
ever exceeded the speed of 
sound. But in September a new 
record was ,announced, one 
that went past the speed of 
sound. Flying a North Ameri· 
can F·l00c Super Sabre on 
August 20 over California's 
Muroc Desert, Col. Horace A. 
Hanes attained a speed of 822 
miles per hour. The old record 
for level fiight over a meas­
ured course was 755.149. 

AWAKE! So nos an Alarm!=--
Sleep restores. Yet sleep can destroy. too! How? By causing the sleeper 

to plunge into danger unawares. Can you recognize danger signals in the 
world today? Are you acquainted with the signs that point to a sure end 

of this generation's system of things? Awake! sotulds clearly the warn­
ing. This semimonthly magazine is dedicated to maintaining vigilance. 

Awake! is interested in those events today that shape and direct the course 
mankind is taking. Its on-the-spot reports are factual and revealing. A wake! 

keeps thinking people of the world awake. Join the thousands who will 
become new subscribers during October and receive free three outstand­

ing sermons in booklet form. A year's subscription is $1. 

WATCHTOWER T T 7 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y. 

Please send me Awakel tor one year and three sermons In booklet torm. I run enclosing $1. 
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What do the Scriptures say about 

SlJRVIVAL, 
AFT):R DEATH? 

Is the belief that departed spirits hold intercourse with human mortals 

by means of physical phenomena based on a reality? Can mediums com­

municate with the dead? Does spiritualism hold the key to unlock death's 

door and peer into the realm of a "hereafter"? Is spiritualism's use of 

the Bible authentic, or is it just a lure, a disguise? Do the SCl'iptures up­

hold the teaching of human immortality, or do they strike at the very 

foundation underlying the spiritualist movement? Why are world leaders 

turning to spiritism? What do the Scriptures say about "stll"Vival after 

death"? Do you know? You can! Read this power-packed 96-page booklet 

by sending lOc today for your copy. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 11 N.Y. 

1 am enclo.slng lOc, Please ~end me tlle 96-page booklet What rro the Scriptures Say About 

"Survitl'lZ AftBr' Death" 
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