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"Now it is high time to awake,”
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Christ—the Hope of the World

main theme of the World Council
of Churches’ recent second assembly,
held in Evanston, Ulinocis, U. S. A., was

“Christ—the Hope of the World.” The

shocking controversy that surrounded that
theme shows just how divided today’s re-
ligions are on even such basic matters as
the Christian hope, The two contradicting
views were presented at the assembly’s
cpening sessions by Professor Edmund
=Chlink of Heidelberg, Germany, and Pro-
fessor Robert L. Calhoun of the United
States,

Edmund Schlink pointedly said: “The
New Testament further announces that
great tribulation shall befall the world be-
fore it Anally does pass away—war and
hunger, the disintegration of all commu-
nity, mass destruction and natural disas-
ters are to be expected. We are told to
watch for such things to occur. Wherever,
then, people speak of the coming Christ as
the hope of the world, they are always
speaking of the end of the world. ... Even
among Christians many have grown deaf to
the proclamation of the world’s end. They
dismiss it as mere Judaic-apocalyptic think-
ing. Yet it is clear that today people are
afraid that humanity is doomed. . .. There
i1s an essential difference, however, be-
tween the fears of modern men and the
New Testament proclamation of the end
of the world, , . . in the New Testament the
calamities of the last days are not merely
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human misdoings nor are they the con-
sequence of human disobedience, They are
rather the getivity of God himself. In the
New Testament it is God who will bring
the end of the world. . . . If in our think-
ing about this subject we place the em-
phasis on the preservation of this threat-
ened world, then we shall miss the point
of our assembly theme completely. . . .
The name of Christ is taken in vain if it
1s used as a slogan in this world’s struggle
for its own preservation.”

He further said: “Jesus Christ then is
the hope of the world not because he guar-
antees the preseryvation of this world, but
because he liberates us from all the bind-
Ing ties of this world. . . . Christ is the
hope of the world insofar as the world no
longer remains the world but is trans-
formed through repentance and faith. . . .
S0 through the gospel here in this world
Christ is gathering his people to live to-

gether with him in the new life, . . . Fo
this reason the days in which we live a
the last days.”

He continued: *“That these are, in fact,
the last days may seem to be disproved
by the fact that nearly 2,000 years have
passed since the coming of Jesus Christ.
Many people no longer believe in the prom-
ise of his future coming. But the length of
time is no refutation of his promise. It is
not a sign of God’s weakness, ag if he could
not if he wished bring to fulfillment what
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he has promiséd through Jesus and the
apostles. Ratlhter, this time in which we
Hve is the time of God’s patience. God
wills that many shall -be saved. . . . then
shall the world pass away and then shall
the new creation appear as if emerging
from a hiding place.”

Today, he said, “we are faced with a
new kind of post-Christian man. . . . he
has separated his new freedom from sub-
mission to Christ. He has usurped the con-
trol of nature, He has himself set about to
establish the eternal kingdom of peace on
earth. He no longer waits for Christ to
come. . . . For those who hope in Christ,
however, the tumult of this world is a
sure sign of Christ’s coming. The world
would not tremble if he were not the vic-
tor. The wintry gales that are now howling
over the world are the signs of the coming
springtime. The sicknesses of our time are
the birth pangs of the new creation.”

What did the World Council think of
these thought-provoking words that con-
tain a great deal of truth? One critic of the
Biblical hope said Professor Schlink’s dis-
course “hardly met the average church-
man’s idea of the promise which that Hope
holds for him.” The Christian Century re-
ferred to ‘“‘the theological opacity of much”
of what Schlink said, and commented on
the fact that, as a result of this and the
poor acoustics and extreme heat, the lat-
ter half of this “opening plenary meeting
was mainly remarkable for the size of the
stream flowing out the exits.” It said the
Schlink speech “came as a shock to many
American delegates” who thought they had
long ago “escaped” such ideas.

Another comment was that Professor
Robert L. Calhoun of Yale Divinity School
“put the Christian Hope in somewhat more
acceptable terms.” What was his view?
That the Kingdom could come here and
now, by man's efforts, not God’s. Of ma-
terialistic Americans he said: “When we
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think of hope, it is usually hope for a bet-
ter life tomorrow, for our children, for
the increasing number of those who de-
pend on us and for whom we feel respon-
sible, In this context, much of our theol-
ogy has come to lay special stress on ethics
and to be far less confident about eschatol-
ogy,” which is the ultimate hope, Christ’s
second coming and man’s final destiny.

Thus they forsook their high mission of
preaching Christ’s kingdom, and watered
that word down to apply it to human
goals, Their theology, he said, “has found
signs of the breaking in of God’s Kingdom
here at home in the advancing conquest
of diseases and hunger, the abolition of
chattel slavery and the extension of Chris-
tian conscience from private to public af-
fairs. . . . It does not forget the final judg-
ment nor the life everlasting, but its chief
confidence has been in God’s grace from
day to day.” |

In their view it must be pathetic that
Jesus did not think of this, putting his
chief confidence in bettering the Jews’
political conditions under Rome, abolishing
the slavery, reducing the oppressive taxa-
tion, attacking political and social prob-
lems. They must think it a shame that
Jesus chose to obey his heavenly Father,
preaching his second coming and making
this foremost work so important that he
had no*time for anything else, They might
think it pathetic that Jesus took that right
course, but true Christians do not! True
Christians are indeed joyful at the works
done by Jesus, think nothing could have
been more important, and continue that

‘same work, pointing to signs of the near-

ness of that kingdom, and completing the
preaching of that kingdom now, |
Calhoun’s theory is not proving itself in
practice. Thus he admits that in today's
atom-charged world ‘“there is no sign that
earthly history is being progressively
purged of evil and steadily nearing per-
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fection,” and he further admits that “a
hope that can rightly triumph over such
hydra-headed perils must envisage in some
sense ‘a new heaven and a new earth.””
But he says: “Again it is God and not we
who can know what this new order will
be. Too confident speculation is out of
place, and we American Protestants for the
most part have sought to avoid it.” But
God has explained the “new order” in his
Word: so why is “speculation’ necessary?
It is their practice of deliberately avoiding
what God’s Word says that, as Calhoun
puts it, has often lost for them the faith

that “the church through the centuries”
has had In “the age to come.”

What does this mean to you? It means
that you must be alert, for many of your
clergymen have little econfidence in the
Christian hope given in the Bible, and are,
therefore, not concerned with teaching it
to you. That is one reason for so much re-
ligious illiteracy today, and another reason
why 80 many people are examining their
Bibles on their own, and, as a resuit, are
gaining a better knowledge of Christian
truth, For more information on the Evans.
ton meeting see the next article,

A Reunion in the Christian Hope?

OUNTING delegates, ob.
servers, staff members,
wives, husbands and the
press, well gver 2,400 peo-
ple from forty-eight nations
gathered for the second as-

Are ¢l raliglons right? Should they get
together to do o better [oh? How great
is the divhion that sxists among tham?
Should thair interest be In improving

_political conditiony or In pracching the

truth; and why? Where da thair ef-
forts ot wnity Hall sher® Does this
affett the quality of thelr worship?
And what should it mean fo you?

only Son, our Lord, who is
the Hope of the World; and
in the Holy Spirit.” When
asked *“Why have vyou
come?” their answer was:
“We have come to worship

sembly of the World Coun-
cil of Churches that met
last August In Evanston,
Iilinois, U. S, A. This assem-
bly received massive public-
itv, was marked by impressive pRgeaniry,
and considered the views of noted reli-
gious leaders. In the evening of its first
day more than a hundred thousand persons
attended a spectacular “Festlval of Faith”
in Soldiers Field on the lake front in down-
town Chicago. | |
Here a black-rohed pastor asked: “Who
are you fo have come here?” The audience
answered in chorus: “We are Christians.
We have come from many different tradi-
tiong.” “What is it to be Chrigtian?”’ asked
the pastor. The answer the audience gave:
“Tt is to believe in God the Father, in His
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Yet the assembly proved
that they were far from
unity on how God is to be
worshiped, and its wide
publicity merely emphasized that division.
Not only were the delegates miles apart on
such matters as baptism, communion and
the ordination of ministers, but they eould
not agree even on the meaning of the as-
sembly’s main theme, namely, how ‘Christ
is the hope of the world.” A European view
is that the Christian hope lles mainly in
Christ’s second coming, Their critics say
they should pitch in and improve society
here and now. The European view is that
Christ meant what he said, and that the
wickednesses of our time are the birth
pangs Of the new creation. The general
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American view, satlsfled with its materiail-
istic accomplishments, is that man ean
bring in the Kingdom himself,

Two Views of the Hope

This issue s0 sharply divides today’s de-
nominations that many churchmen pub-
licly bemoaned the World Council’s choice
of the subject “Christ—the Hope of the
World.” In their struggle to get the various
denominations together they had ‘‘blandly
detoured” doctrine as beihg unimportant.
Yet, if they cannot agree on such a basic
matter as how Christ is the world’s hope,
they might as well fold up their unity
plans, admit their divisions, and forget the
idea of trying to convince the world that
all religions are the same anyway.

For at least two years a commission of
Christendom’s most learned theocloglans,
scholars and historians of doctrine had
been at work on composing an acceptable
gstatement on how Christ is the hope of
the world. Then assembly delegates and
consultants, meeting in fifteen separate
groups, discussed the theclogians’ conclu-
gion, After this a co-ordinating committee
worked several days, merging the conflict-
Ing views into a statement that, on August
25, was presented to the assembly, Only
after three rewordings and re-presenta-
tions was the statement finally accepted for
transmission to the churches.

Had they really agreed on the matter?
No. The delegates could not agree on
whether the Christian hope for the king-
dom of God can be fulfilled by man in this
world or only by Christ. Bishop Lilje,
chairman of the co-ordinating committee,
explained that the report attempts to com-
bine both views, The “humanistic” view
- has been referred to as “the Kingdom that
is now,” the Biblical view as “the Kingdom
that is to come.”

The prophet long ago wrote: *“Behold,
the days come, saith the L.ord Jehovah,

that I will send a famine in the land, not
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of Jehovah.”
(Amos 8:11, 4m. Stan. Ver.) The World
Council indeed evidenced such a famine.
The report of the advisory commission on
the main theme said: “We find that the
note of joyous affirmation and radiant ex-
pectancy which should mark a statement
of the Christian hope does not sufficiently
illuminate the report. . . . We are not
agreed on the relationship between the
Christian’s hope here and now, and his
ultimate hope, . . . we are not satisfied with
the presentation in the report of the so-
called ‘rival hopes.’ ” In the World Coun-
cil’s Central Committee, meeting shortly
after the assembly closed, President Henry
Knox Sherrill said something is wrong
when a Chicago Tribune headline ean
blare: “World Council Spkt on Second
Coming of Christ.”

The assembly officially said, however,
that considering the greatness of their
theme, the “sharp differences in theolog-
ical viewpoint” that were expressed ‘“‘should
occasion no surprise.” One commentator
added: “Indeed, so grave are the doctrinal
issues that any progress toward their rec-
onciliation would be spectacular.” But is
it not more spectacular to see men who
consider themselves competent teachers
about Christ prove unable to agree even on
what hope he offers for the world? and,
even further, to say that such disagree-
ment should be expected? Is that the view
you want your religious leaders to have?

Pinning Jesus’ Name onte Other Hopes
The World Council, which could not
agree on how Christ was the world’s hope,
had much to say on other matters. It dealt
with labor unions, farmers’ groups, pro-
fessional associations, the hydrogen bornb,
what the nations owe to one another, and
how the U. N. should operate. It made a
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strong declaration of principles on the ra-
cial issue, proposed that all weapons of
mass destruction be prohibited, and made
other suggestions regarding international
agreements.

Why does the World Council, which can
agree on such worldly, material matters,
remain so greatly divided on spiritual, life-
giving matters? Why can they not agree
on what the hope in Christ is? Because they
want Christ to fit their ideas on these sub-
jects, rather than adjusting their ideas to
fit his instructions, Many apparently do
not believe he meant what he and the
apostles said about remaining separate
from the world and about the righteous con-
ditions to come under the blessings of his
literal kingdom.—John 15:19; 17:16-18;
James 4:4; Matthew 6:9, 10; 2 Peter 3:13.

How can Jesus be the hope of the world
to men who will not follow his example?
and who consider their political and ma-
terial accomplishments of more impor-
tance than the Kingdom about which he
preached? Professor Robert L. Calhoun of
Yale Divinity School admitted at the World
Council’s opening session: “A major part
of our academic Protestant theology itself
came to be concerned less with the struc-
ture of Biblical and traditional doctrines
and more with the task of redressing in-
justice in the new industrial and political
scene.” But this was not Christ’s course.

rEEMENTE Ct s
LABOR UN1ONS
FARMERS' GROUPS
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

WYDROGEN BoMB i
UNITED NaTIONS
RACIAL 155pg
INTERAATIONAL ASREEMeNTs
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His concern was not with political affairs,
but with spiritual matters; not with re-
dressing social injustices, but with giving
men contentment and life; not with freeing’
their bodies, but with freeing their minds.
That job has not been finished to this day,
and until it is finished what business would
Christ's followers have in spending their
time in other fields?

The World Council can reach agreement
on the questions Jesus ignored, but it can-
not agree on the things he stressed.* Yet
which is the more important? If you or
your religious leaders disagrece with his
choice in this matter and think he should
have dealt with political, social and eco-
nomic matters instead of life-giving spirit-
ual ones, then you are not recognizing his
authority, and if you do not recognize his
authority, how can you possibly claim the
name “Christian”? A true Christian is
more than a wmere believer in Christ, he
must also be a follower.

Rejecting Sound Doctrine

But the World Council thinks that all
the religions that bear the name “Chris-
tian” should work together, no matter
what their doctrines. Many of the World
Council's ‘supporters say that even trying
to agree on doctrine is ane of the organi-
zation's flaws, that it should ignore doe-

trine and just work in mutual evangelism

and political and social
activity, Even the little
bit of doctrine that was
brought into the World
Council's meeting irked

* The September 22 Christian
Century commented: "“While a
reassurlng humility marked the
Evanston appnglch to every ques-
tlon, perhaps this difference be-
tween the sesslons which dealt
with theologleal matters and
those glven to soelal lssues may
. best be summarized by saying

that the latter moved with a con-
fidence the former never &at=
tained,""
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some delegates, Said the Christian Cen-
tury, September 22: “Could it be that if the
World Council studied its theology less
dogmatically and more in action, from the
saddle, so to speak—that the council would
iast longer and go farther? Certainly if
- it does not find a new manner, if four more

assemblies handle theological and dogmat-

iec themes as badly as this one did, the out-
Jook is not encouraging, Give the World
Council about four more such theological
or dogmatic main themes-——say, the nature
of Biblical authority in 1960, the nature
of the church in 1966, the nature of sal-
vation in 1972 and the creedal basis of the
council’s own being in 1978—and if the
world itself hasn’t blown up by that time
the council most certainly will.”

Before the assembly opened theologian
Reinhold Niebuhr said that it is silly to
advertise Christianity by insisting on
what, to the secular-minded, will seem
“fantastic,” that is, Christ’s second pres-
ence, “What would be more to the point,”
he said, “is to bear witness to our faith in
terms ., . . of watchfulness and soberness
. . . of faith and of love—which will appeal
to a world in the night of despair as having
some gleams of light in it, derived from the
‘Light that shineth in darkness.’”

Baut the light that shines in this world’s
dark night of despair is Christ Jesus, and
Niebuhr would put even that light out.
(Isaiah 49:6: John 1:9) The wisdom of
God may seem foolish t0 some men who
throuph their “wisdom did not get to know
God,” but it provides salvation because
“God saw pood through the foolishness of
what is preached to save those believing.”
—1 Corinthians 1:21, New World Trans.

The theologians who do not want
Christ's kingdom preached put themselves
in the same category as the Jewish reli-
gious leaders who considered it ‘fantastic’
that the apostles should preach Christ at
his first presence. Those ancient leaders
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wanted a political messiah, one who would
restore to them a kingdom in the literal
city of Jerusalem. Today’s religious lead-
ers follow the same pattern, wanting a
kingdom that will solve the world’s politi-
cal and social problems, but not the real
kingdom that the Scriptures show will
soon abolish wickedness and bless the earth
with lasting peace.

Theologian Edmund Schlink, in the
World Council's opening address, warned
that the council must be concerned not
only with methods of evangelism, but that
“the whole assembly must concern itself
with the content of evangelism.” The
World Council encourages the preaching
of the “gospel” throughout the world, but
the Evanston meeting showed that its
members have two kinds of “gospel.” The

‘World Council tells how to evangelize, but

not what is truth; what the U, N, can do,
but not what religions should teach; what
responsible society is, but not which view

about God’s kingdom is right.

Not Through the World Council!

Should religions that cannot agree on
such things unite? No, because the Chris-
tian is reminded that just “a little yeast

ferments the whole lump,” and he is spe-

cifically instructed: “Do not become un-
evenly yoked with unbelievers. For what
partnership do righteousness and lawless-
ness have? Or what fellowship does light
have with darkness? ‘Therefore get out
from among them, and separate your-
selves,” says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching
the unclean thing,” ‘and I will take you
in” ”—1 Corinthians 5:6; 2 Corinthians
6:14, 17, New World Trans.

In summary, then, why can the World
Council not bring a reunion in the Chris-
tian hope? First, because it is not sure
what that hope is. Second, because it is
going about achieving unity in the wrong
way, namely, by making compromise
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agreements rather than firmly pointing the
way to right worship and sound doctrine.
And third, because it is prone to reject
doctrine whenever conflicts over what is
right pose & threat to ifs organizational
unity. Thus it becomes inore concerned
with denominational unity than with doc-
trine, more with size than with truth.
According to the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, the ecumenical movement (of which
the World Council is a part) 1s “a seeking
by all the churches of what cannot be had
in any other way—a new manifestation of
Christ to His church and so to the world
which He died to save.” That new mani-
festation is present, but not through taking
an agreeable’average of all their doctrines.
Christ’s first manifestation did not come
through an averaging out of the conflicting
doctrines of the different Jewish sects, nar
does the present onhe come thiough averag-
ing out the various denominational view-
points of today. A proper following of the

EACE—that is what they say wars are

fought for, even if there is no peace.
If the cost of war and the price for peace
were only dollars and cents, the figure
alone would be staggering. But the price
is infinitely higher. Money can be replaced,
cities can be rebuilt, the war-ravaged earth
will renew itself, but not so the tens of mil-
lions of lives sacrificed to the god of war,
These are gone and no man or organiza-
tions of men can bring them back. Each
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Hebrew Scriptures (which were too often
ignored by the early Jews) would have
led the people of the first century to
Christ; a proper following of Jesus’ in-
structions conveyed through the Greek
Scriptures (which are too freguently ig-
nored by modern “Christian” clergymen)
leads to right worship and a reunjon among
those who will acrcept the true Chrigtian
hope today!

You can benefit from that manifestation
of Christ, coming to unity with those who
accept the true hope, if you will make o
faithful and diligent study of God’s Word,
considering its specific instructions as
more important than man’s theories, his
interdenominational activities, or his po-
litical accomplishments, It does work, but
the only way you can prove it does is to
try it yourself, Will you do so?

(For an explanation of why the religions are so
divided, see the article “They Reject Sound Dis-
cipline,” on page 25 of this magnzine,)

life lost in battle represents a tragic toll.
Haw much is a man’s life worth? On

today's market, very little. But in the eyes
of God it is precious. With this in mind let
us consider the cost of war and the price
for peace,

Of all the nations of the world France
has suffered the greatest losses in human
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life during the last three centuries. During
the seventeenth century she spent sixty-
four years at war; in the eighteenth cen-
tury, fifty-two years; in the nineteenth
century, thirty-two years. Of the 1,700
battles fought in Europe during this period
France ‘engaged in 1,079, The tabulation
‘of casualties for only a few of the major
wars givesa partial picture of the ghastly
horrors of history. The casualty list num-
- bers more than 10,469,710, But even this
price is small, to compare with the suffer-
ing imposed upon civilian populations and
noncombatants, How many women, chil-
dren and old men, if not butchered and
killed outright, have been maltreated and
tortured and left to suffer the rest of their
lives will never be known. This, too, is
part of the cost of war and. the price for
peace.

The cost and price also includes star-
vation and disease, Mulfitudes died from
these causes when Athens, Syracuse and
Rome were besieged in ancient times. Over
30,000 people lost their lives in the sacking
of Magdeburg. Another 20,000 to 30,000
starved to death in Genoa during the Na-
polecnic wars. In 1830 Poland lest 326,000
of its population due to disease. Typhus,
cholera and typhoid reaped havoc on both
the combatants and nonhcombatants. All
of this men paid for peace, and still no
peace,

The cost of war goes up and the price
for peace with it. All the wanton destruc-

tion of previous wars fades into insignifi- -

cance when compared with the conflagra-
tion during 1914-1918, About 1,700,000,000
people were in some way involved. For
four years nations slaughtered each other.
The war ended only in blood and mud. The
price was colossal, The casualty list claimed
37,508,686 victims, In single battles whole
ermies were buichered to pleces. The
British lost 60,000 on the first day of the
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attack at Somme, The French lost rtearly
500,000 lives and the Germans half that
number at Verdun in 1916, Epidemics like
the Spanish flu, directly attributed to war,
claimed the lives of millions more. Four
million Armenian, Jewish, Syrian and
Greek civilians were massacred. One third
of the population of Poland was wiped out.
Two million Russian civilians perished;

- 800,000 German and nearly 1000 000 Aus-

trian and Serbian civilians died. Among
fishermen and sailors there were nearly
100,000 killed by mine explosions. All of
thizs was the cost of war and the price for
peace, but still no peace.

World War II came along. Prices went
up and so did the cost of war and the cas-
ualty list—to 44,835,196. Vatican sources
set the number even higher. The total
dead, they say, was 22,960,000 and the
number wounded, 34,400,000, And still no
peace. Because soon to follow was the Ko-
rean war.

According to the United Nations report

of August 7, 1953, the United States and
its allies had a casualty list of 455,000; the
losses of their foes were estimated ag three
times as great, United States Secretary of
State John Foster Dulles declared: “The
North Korean army is virtually extinct
and the Chinese arid North Korean Com-
munist armies have sustained about 2,000,-
000 casualties, and of the 10,000,000 people
of North Korea one out of every three has
died from war ravages and inhuman neg-
lect, which their rulers have imposed.”

Eight Limited “Hot Wars”

The major wars have been sguelched, at
least, for the time being. But continuing
at the present time are eight little hot wars
where lives are being sacrificed almost dai-
ly. The world is certainly not at peace. But
this is not a new phenomenon. In 3,361
years of recorded history, there have been
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3,134 years of war and only 227 years of
peace. What a tremendous waste of life
for something still not attained!

Dollar Cost of War

The high cost of war is not only in life
but in dollars and cents, These figures rep-
resent the burden of war upon humanity.
The nineteen years of Napoleonic wars
were said to cost $15,000,000,000. If to this
there is added the cost of all other wars
thereafter, both small and great, up to
1914, there was at least $40,000,000,000
spent to destroy life. And how does the cost
of World War I compare with this? It cost
over eight times as much as the previous
two hundred years of wars, or $337,980,-
579,657! On July 1, 1946, there were still
$15,000,000,000 of World War I debts un-
paid. And how does this compare with
World War II? The cost of World War II
ran into astronomical figures, amounting
to more than a thousand hillion dollars,
$1,160,991,463,984, or more than three
times as great as the cost of World War L.
Still this price did not buy pedce.

The dollar cost to the United States of
the Korean war ran upward of $20,000,-
000,000, seven months before the war
ended. These billions were strictly the di-
rect cost in Korea itself. Indirect costs re-
sulting primarily from war in Korea are
much greater. And, too, what the war cost
the Communist world can only be imag-
ined.

War, what woeful waste! Waste? Yes,
when we stop to think that the blood spilled
and the money spent have not yet bought
peace! War is waste, when we know that
it cannot bring or buy peace. Think of the
untold billions that not only the East but
also the West is devoting to war and war
preparations, What a paradise this earth
would be if all this effort were converted
to peacetime pursuit and development! The
price of one modern heavy bomber would
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build a modern brick school in more than
thirty cities. There would be new schools
in all the major cities of the world, if such
moenies were devoted to congtructive pur-
poses. The cost of aircraft destroyed in the
second world war and in the Korean and
Indochinese wars was enough to have eas-
ily built hospitals fully equipped for any
emergency throughout the world, The mon-
ey expended on ammunition would have

-supplied the nations with modern high-

ways. The money spent on tanks would have
equipped farmers everywhere with trucks
and tractors to till the scil. The millions
hungry for wheat and rice could have been

-fed at the cost of the fighter planes junked

or destroyed during the last wars. The cost
of a single destroyer would build new
homes that could house more than 8,000
people. Homeless ones could have been
housed, and slums could have been cleared
away for the price of the ships sunk in bat-
tle. All of this has been sacrificed to the
god of war without bringing peace.
Man-made wars can never bring peace,
Man himself is no peacemaker, as the
above record clearly shows. Selfish man is
a waster and a destroyer. Wars will cease,
peace will come, but not in man’s way.
“The God who gives peace will crush Satan
under your feet shortly,” and with the
crushing of Satan at Armageddon will

~come peace, The woeful conditions upon

the earth, ‘“‘wars and reports of wars,” na-
tion rising against nation and kingdom
against kingdom, food shortages, diseases,
sorrows and wholesale murder are a sure
sign of the end of this satanic system and
that peace through the kingdom of God
by Christ Jesus is near at hand. In Jesus’
words: When you see these things, “raise
yourselves erect and lift your heads up,
because your deliverance is getting near.”
—Romans 16:20; Matthew 24:6, 7; Luke
21:28, New World Trans.
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By "“Awuke!" correspondent
in El Salvador

tt ARINE-CAT" is what

he is calied by the sun-
toasted flehermen who ply the
brinish coastal waters of El Salvador, but to
you and me he is a man-eating shark, He can
be seen at night in the light of the loading
crane off the pier at Acajutla—-not all of him,
but just a quick spine-chilling glimpse as a
huge, shiny-black dorsal fin clips the water
in a faint instant, so quickly, 5o noisclessly
that you may rub your eyes in disbelief until
suddenly a foamy wake and a longer glimpse
of something strange and dreadful drive home
the point that your eyes have not betrayed
you. You may lock in vain for minutes into
hours without seeing him again, but the
excited chatier and wide.eyed stares of the
dock hands let you know that they, too, have
seen him, and all know only too well that
beneath those lazy, foamy swells lurks the
sleepless marine-cat.

¢ Right now at my elbow is the dried jaw-
bone of a marine.cat whose over-all length
was equal to two medium-sized automobiles
parked bumper to bumper, His sawlike teeth
are so arranged in rows in upper and lower
jaws as to number about two hundred, His
hide, not slick and slimy like that of most

fish, is as tough and abrasive as emery cloth.

The oil from his liver brings a high price,
and, feared though he is, he is relentlessly
fished out of his ocean home and his flesh is
sold on the market daily. '

« The marine-cat is not the only monster of
the deep whose liver is prized by fishermen;
he has a cousin whose meat is sweeter and
far more edible and whose liver yields much
more 0il than that of the man-eater, His hide is
80 rough and tough that he is called by the fish-
ermen, in their own language, “Sandpaper.”
Yet “Sandpaper’s” meat is highly prized for
its mild Aavor. The two dorsal muscles on
each slde of his spine are neatly cut free
and Ufted out to be sold on the spot in the
form of two six-foot tenderloins as thick as
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fence - posts. Anxlous
buyers line the dock in
their eagerness.to buy
this choice delicacy.
¢ Yet Salvadoran
gourmands pasé up
the “Sandpaper” in
preference tc a still
finer-tasting denizen
of the blue Pacific.
This is the sawfish—a
marine monster that comes as big as the man-
eater, hut has, instead of fierce incisor teeth, a
four-foot, double-edged saw extending forward
out from his head. His flesh is indeed an epi-
curean delight!

@ The sesfood problem in El Salvador, how-
ever, iz ithe problem of gefting its price down
to what a laboring man can afford. At present
the average El Salvadoran must be content
to let his family sip broth made from a fish
head and &pices, or go without fish altogether.
Expressly to meet the seafood problem head
on, the government has obtained larger boalts,
and is going into the makter of commercial
fishing in earnest,

« A trip on one of these fishing boats can
indeed be interesting, We are ready at 6 am.
with our bottle of water, a sack of French
bread and three avacados. Our hosts seramble
down a salty rope. Being unable to follow
them in thls manner, we ciimb down a badly
corroded jiron ladder into the bobbing boat.
We set out to sea, and as the heat of the dsy
increases the captain carefully sets the
throttle, grasps the loose end of a rope and,
with all his clothes still on, fiings himself into
the ocean, where he rides for a time in the
boat's wake, spitting foam, On deck the other
men cool off by stripping naked and dousing
themselves from head to foot with salt water.
Soon it is time to lower the dragnet, and two
forty-five-rninute hauls are made with it. Then
draglines with two hundred or more hooks
are hauled in and rebaited for sharks.

«, On our returning to port, the ocean is peace-
ful and qulet. Save for an occasional drifting
log loaded with hitchhiking pulls, as far as
the eye can see there is nothing to break the
sameness of this whole, vast watery expanse.
It can impress upon one's mind just how com-
pletely natural and peaceful will be the re-
laxed and unstrained new world, when there
will be neither fear nor shortage of food nor
inequality in its distribution.
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By *'Awake! ' corresponcent in Yenexyelo

F YOU are tired of the hustle and bustle
L of everyday life and desire fo get away
from it all, perhaps you, like so many,
dream about the tropics as a perfect hide-
away {rom civilizaticn. Well, stop dream-
ing and snap back to reality, because even
the tropics have gone ultramodern, For
a fine example, take the cnchanting land
of Venezuela, right on top of South Amer-
ica. This country was once a dense jungle,
hut look at it now—a bustling DPittsburgh
or a traffic-jammed New York city. But
Venezuela is still enticing,

Travel to Maracaibo, at the very Llip of
South America. Here one can behoid the
mighty Andes towering high into the wild
blue vonder with all their majestic splen-
dor. They form a giant backbone all along
the western side of the continent. At the
southwest corner of Venezuela the main
hody continues oa1 north toward the Isth-
mus ¢f Panama, but a cordillera, or spur,
breaks off and ares toward the northeast
where it suddenly drops aoff inte the sea
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in northeastern Venezuela, In the “Y” that
is formed between the cordidiera and the
main range of the great Andes is a huge
water-filled basin, Lake Maracaibo, It is
110 miles long and a little over 65 miles
wide, almost as large as Lake Ontario. At
the north end the lake narrows down to
a very narrow outlet and flows into the
Gull of Venezuela and from there into the
Caribbean Sea. Where the lake narrows,
we find the second-largesti city of Vene-
zuela, Maracaibo. While everything else
has changed around here, the climate has
not. It is still unbearably hot, The average
annual temperature is 82 degrees, The na-
tives sleep in hammocks, because a mat-
tress in this sweltering heat is unthinkabie.

What, then, is the aftraction in Vene-
zuela? According to history, the Indians
were there first. But of ithe white men,
Christcpher Columbus weas the first o
stumb.e onto this “gold mine” in search
for a shorter route to India and the spices
that were to bolster a shaky Spanish econ-
omy. On his first ‘rip Cristobol Colon dis-
covered the rich isles of the Caribbean,
and on a subsequent voyage he touched
South America near the delta of the Ori-
noco River, He thought it was just another
island unti! he noted that he was sailing
in fresh walcr. Realizing that such a
mighty river denoted something bigger
than a mere island, ard, tob, recognizing
the river had four mouths, Colon firmly
believed that he had discovered the site of
the garden of FEden. Actually the Orinoco
discharges water into the sea through up-
ward of seventy mouths.

With the tall tailes that were brought
back to Spain from ihis so-called garden of
Eden, other adveniurers sallied forth. In
1499 Alonso de QOjeda skirled the northern
coast of Venezuela from the east toward
the still unknown west, and bypessirg a
little perinsula he sailed into the Gulf of
Venczucla., Slowly edging around some
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islands to the south he suddenly found him-
self in Lake Maracaibo. Before him lit up
a different world, a new world. There were
Indians living in thatched huts built on
piles out over the water, Many of them
were paddling to and fro in canoes, so
Ojeda named the place “Venezuela” or
“Little Venice”; at least, so the story says.

The Indians that lived along L.ake Mar-
acaibo were peace-loving Indians. But the
Spaniards, not so. The Spaniards were am-
bitious and greedy. They saw that the land
held out great possibilities, They needed
Iabor to work it and almost before the In-
dians knew what had taken place they
had become the slaves of the white man.
Settlements began to grow and slave mar-
kets thrived. Africans were shipped in and
sold on these same slave markets, Mara-
caibo, being strategically situated and easy
to defend, thrived as a slave station. Why
all the commotion? Gold! That “magic”
metal that has attracted thieves, pirates
and ambitious men to other lands also
brought them to Venezuela where the pre-
cious dust was found. That was several
hundred years ago, but what is the at-
traction in 19547

Gold! This time “black gold.” Across from
Maracaibo, near the shore line at La Sa-
lina, can be seen what interests modern
man. Thousands of oil derricks pumping
oil. There are over 2,000 producing wells
in Lake Maracaibo in the La Salina dis-
trict alone. In this very same spot the
Spaniards of old looked for El Dorado, the
city of gold. The Indian legend said it was
in the center of a lake. Today cold steel
pipes wind their way far beneath the cen-
ter of this great lake in the Maracaibo ba-
sin and the city of black gold is pumped
to the surface. Venezuela ranks second
only to the United@ States in oil produc-
tion and most of it comes from under the
lake.
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The Indians of this vicinity believed that
in years long gone by there was a great
flood that covered all the land and every-
thing living perished, that is, everything
except for a family of their ancestors, who
climbed on top of a high mountain. In time
this family built a golden city in the mid-
dle of the lake. Since the Indians had no
need for gold they never looked for the
city. The Spaniards called it El Dorado, the
golden city. They pillaged, tortured, en-
slaved and murdered the Indians in an ef-
fort to find the golden city, without success.

Today the golden city is not yellow, but
black., With its value many cities in Vene-
zuela have become “golden cities,” with
wide paved highways, attractive plazas,
magnificent hotels, modern bridges and all
the conveniences that the twentieth cen-
tury can provide. Her riches consist of
mere than oil. Her soil is still rich in yel-
low gold and her mountains are heavy with
iron ore, too.

As for natural beauty, travel south from
Ciudad Bolivar some 130 miles, Here a pla-
teau rises out of an almost trackless jun-
gle to some 6,500 feet above sea level. It
is apparently flat on top, with an area of
around 300 square miles and jagged, ver-
tical walls that fall away to the jungle
floor thousands of feet below, Off the top
of Auyan-Tepui (Devil Mountain) plunges
the most spectacular waterfall in the
world, spilling over the top and barreling
downward some 2,648 feet before it strikes
a ledge and sizzles off to plunge downward
vet another 564 feet to the jungle floor!
What beauty! What a roar! The fall is
named El Salto Angel, or Angel Falls, not
because of its beauty, but after an Ameri-
can who discovered it. Long before Angel
flew over it in 1935 while prospecting for
gold, the Indians would speak of these falls,
but the white man thought it was just an-
other legend. How does this 3,212-foot
falls compare with the Niagara Fallg?
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There is hardly a comparison, because the
Niagara drops a mere 167 feet. Angel Falls
might well be the highest falls in the worid.

For a city of beauty there is the capital,
Caracas. It has a climate of perpetual
spring, its walls are completely surrounded
by mountains, and modern architecture
has converted it into a workingman’s para-
dise. A superdeluxe express highway orig-
inating in the heart of the city stretches
to Maiquetia, where the latest thing in
airports is located. The highway itself is
a marvel, It travels over yawning canyons
on graceful bridges, tunneling through
mountains, reducing an eighteen-and-a-
half-mile journey on a twenty-three-foot-
wide highway, which had 395 dangerous
curves, into a pleasant eleven-mile drive
on a seventy-foot-wide highway with only
thirty-six curves, any of which can be tak-
en at fifty miles an hour without danger.
This quiopista, as it is called, cost close
to six and a half million dollars a mile! The
time and lives it saves have justified its
cost.

In the business center of this capital city
there is a square rivaling Rockefeller Cen-
ter in New York city, if not in splendor or
size, then certainly in cosf. Underground
bus terminals, skyscrapers, beautiful archi-

tecture, smart shops, air-conditioned offic-
es, fancy restaurants and busy people are
everywhere. As a witness of greater pros-
perity and progress to come, ho matter in
what direction the eye scans, new buildings
are being constructed, office buildings, ho-
tels and business establishments. No won-
der Caracas is being labeled the fastest-
growing city in the world, Surely all of
this is a far ery from the jungles that it
was a few years ago!

This prosperity and progress are not
limited to Caracas alone, but can be seen
and felt throughout Venezuela, So, for
your search to get away from the hustle
and bustle of modern living you had bet-
ter reconsider. The jungles in many parts
of the world have gone modern. There are
a few unaduiterated tropical places left;
Nueva Esparta is one of such, an island
state of Venezuela. It is the kind of para-
dise men dream about and never go to
—with sandy beaches, tall coconut palms
and warm Caribbean waters, with green
mountains, tropical fruit, fish, pearls, fer-
tile valleys and bodily peace and rest.

But the peace and rest men seek is that
of the mind and only God can give that.
This will come through the paradise of the
new world now at hand.—Philippians 4:7.

Embarrassing Methods

. Representative Wayne L. Hays, democrat of Ohio, was critical of the methods
a U. 3. Congressional committee was using in an attempt to prove that tax-exempt
foundations have promoted the “Socialistic line.”” Illustrating that the method of
lifting quotations out of context could be both misleading and unfair, without iden-
tifying their source Representative Hays asked the committee’s researcher for his
opinion on three quotations, The researcher considered them, then said: “All of
these are closely comparable to Communist literature I have read. The objectives
parallel very closely Communistic ideals and Socialistic ideals.” Then,\as the com-
mittee’s chairman turned scarlet, the quotations were identified as coming from
popes Leo XIIT and Pins XI. Hays said he considered the Catholic Church “one
of the great bulwarks against communism throughout the world,” but wanted to
show that congressional committees "can't lift a paragraph out of context and

prove anything.”
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VESAK

By “Awakel” comerpandent in Ceylom

MAGmE celebrating the birth of Chrlst,

his baptism and his resurrection all at the

same time: or, say, combining Chrisimas,
New Year and Easter Into one celebraticn!
Exactly such a threefold anniversary Iis
“Vegak” (pronounced we-suk), only it has
to do with PBuddha, and not Christ. To the
Buddhist this day is the anniversary of three
holy events: the birth of an Indian prince
named Slddhartha, his attainment of on-
lHghtenment cr Buddhahood and his passing
aWaY.
¢ The Buddhlsts entertain no doubt about
theilr dale of celebralion., as co Christians
about the birthdey cf Christ. They maintaln
that the full-moon day of May is the exact
anniversary of the birtb of Prince Siddhartha
Gotma {623 B.C.), of hig enlightenment in his
thirty-fifth year, and of hls passing away at
the age of eighty.
4 About two days in advance preparations
for the celebration begin. Places are selected
where large pandals, or temporary sheds or
booths, will be erccted. First, large pole
frameworks are set up. Then during the
night before Vesok very elaborale paintings
in colors of yellow and brown are sccured
to these frames. The plctures depicl meri-
toripus events ir. the previpus llves of the
Huddha (he having lved 500 In all, say they),
the circumstances of his birth and enlighlen-
ment: hells and purgatories with the devils
at work with their saws, forks and racks
purdshing their viclima: conversions to
Buddhism: and human life with some of fis
causes of sorrow, namely, birth, marriage
and death, The pandals are colorfully adorned
with multihued lgh’s, which contlhually
flash on and off, lighting scene after acene.
During Vesok night and the night following,
thousands of worshipers flock from far and
near to sce these depictions,
€ Small structurcs with cadjen rools, roofs
made of dried coconut fronds, are set up
along the streeis and by the markets. These
are called dansales, places where, on Vesak
day, al) who enter may eat and drink free
of charge. However, those who are able to
pay e&t a: the hotels and restaurants. An
array of little Jamps of clay, candles, colored
slectric lights, flags, white atreamers, Bud-
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dhist plctures sand other decorations are
placed around all the Buddhist temples and
other places of worship, such as the be trees.
grottoes and Mmages or around DZBuddhist
homes.

€ The blg day beging at an auspiclous
minute, which haz been set by astrologers.
Thils may be in the wece hours of the morning
or in the forenoon. But regardless of the
hour, everything must wait till then. At the
precise moment a sudden burst of filreworks
breaks out a3 if a bombardment had suddenly
commenced. Easterners have a great love
for noise. To the minu:e the ires in the
homes must be lit to cook the morning fcod,
which is alsc of ausplcious variety. The dev-
otees then proceed to their teraples or places
of worshlip, all dressed in white to make their
offerlngs of flowers by placing these at the
fect of the statues of the Buddha, They then
kneel, hands clasped together before their
breast with head bent forward, repeating
Buddhist stanzes reminding them of proper
conduct.

4 The rest of the morning and afternoon is
spent at home or witk relatlves or visiting
Irlends. The evenlng is alive with activity.
Country folk and villagers siream fnto town.
Ceylon's largest city, Colombo, beromes
packed with people. These have come to see
the pandals and {lluminations. Some of these
people will walk (because all trafic is
stopped) all night in an effort to sce every-
thing possible so they will be able to con-
verse intelligently about any of the pandals
and express &n opinion as to which they
think was the best. The most outstanding
one reccives 8 prize.

il Vendors are everywhere with their sweets
and treats, Children, like children throughou:
the world, are overheard pleading for this
and that. There are jrritable mothers, o©x-
hausted fathers and disgusted shoppers.
Businesses flourish, Complalnts are voiced
about the rion-Buddhist adverlising his wares
in the name of Buddha, even as Christmas
articlea are being scld In the name of Christ,
Otheérs explain: "“Cilrcumatances have led us
to adopt the conquercr’s Christmss at Vesak
with lanterns, cdecorations, ‘Happy Vosak'
cards, Veaak cakes, masks and caps, carol
parties and crackers.”

€. In Vesak the worship with their Jips is
misdirecied. How like in the western Christ-
mas! “In vair do they worship me,” said the
God of the universe,
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DUELING:

THE
BLOODSTAINED
BADGE

OF
HONOR

= -' l

- -.I--ll '

‘Orh Tt [0 almust the be-
ginning of the twentleth century a wicked
custom dictated the lives of men. This was
dueling. “Dueling” does not mean battles
fought by “bad men” but rather a combat
with deadly weapons between two persons
whom society viewed as being gentlemen.

Duels were prearranged and took place
under a code of etiguette and in the pres-
ence of witnesses called “seconds.” A hasty
remark, a misconceived gesture, these
could provoke a challenge to a duel. When
challenged very few men had the moral
principles and courage to refuse to take
up the people-pleasing custom. Hather than
suffer any loss of “face,” almost all, wheth-
er statesmen or senators, felt obliged o
wear the bloodstained badge of honor. So
duels raged and men died. They called for
swords, rapiers and daggers, Later the call
was ‘“pistols for two and coffee for one.”
How and where did this God-dishonoring
custom start? Dueling for the sake of “hon-
or” started in Christendom. Its roots go
back to the Middle Ages when judicial com-
bats were fought to decide the guilt or
innocence of persons charged with crimes.
The principle of these "‘trials” was that
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lght lflinl).F such trials as were

e T j<id ved by the Roman Catholic Church
- recognized as strictly legal, After the

trial the property of the defeated went to
the church. *“The ritual preceding the ac-
tual encounter, whereby the entrants spent
the night previous kneeling before the al-
tar, beseeching the protection of certain
specified saints, supported by priests, to
whom confession was made, and by whom
the knightly swords were blessed, no less
than the actual combat itself, was Church
inspired, and very largely Church gov-
erned."—Famous Duels and Assassina-
tions.

Honor-prompted Duecls Begin

With the Reformation the custom of
“trials by combat” faded into oblivion. But
even before honor-prompted duels came in-
to vogue the “trials by combat” had de-
generated info an excuse for a deadly fight
hetween grudge-holding men under protec-
tion of law. So it was not long before “gen-
tlemen” everywhere soon thought them-
selves privileged to draw a sword whenever
their ego was hurt. As society became more
refined, duels became more frequent. In
France under Henry IV it is said that no
less than 4,000 gentlemen lost their lives
in just one year. No portion of Europe was
completely exempt from the wicked tus-
tom. History says: “At some periods [in
Christendom] war itself was scarcely more
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destructive than the so-called contests of
honor.”

Since the dueling custom itself was ab-
surd, it is not strange that life and death
often hinged on sbgurd matters. An Irish-
man once challenged an Englishman be-
cause the latter declared that arnchovies
did not grow on trees. One noted duel was
fought over a gocse. A" member of Louls
XVIII’s bodyguard chailenged three men
in one day—one because he had stared at
him, another because he had looked at him
askew and a third on account of his pass-
ing by without looking at him!

Although never as popular with the Eng-
lishman as with the more excitable Con-
tinental, the custom of dueling spilled much
blood on the British Isles. Scotland never
got excited over dueling, but in Ireland
dueling at one time became such a fad that
it was deemed wise for the aspiring barTis-
ter to purchase, along with his law books,
a case of pistols. At the time when the
bloody badge of honor was so highly
prized, the two questions asked of a man
who proposed to a lady were: “What fam-
ily is he of 7 and “Did he ever blaze?”

The wicked custom found its way to
America early, In 1621 a duel was fought
at Plymouth, Massachusetts; but it was
not until after the Revolution that citizens
met in mortal combat to any alarming de-
gree, From then on until 1840 many heart-
rending chapters in American history were
written in blood. Most duels were fought
- in the South, where dueling was strongest.
At one time, in Charleston, South Carolina,
there was even a dueling society. Each
member took precedence according to his
number of “kilis.” One day an old weather-
beaten officer of the British navy arrived
He got into an angry dispute with the pres-
ident of the society. The Englishman was
challenged to a duel, He accepted. Though
warmed that the American was a “dead
shot,” he did not back out. So the duel took
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place. The aim of the old Englishman was
unerring; the proud American crumpled
to the ground like a ruined tower. The fast-
dying president cailed upon the members of
the dueling society to give up the wicked
custom that had brought about his down-
fall, Thus ended what was probably the
first and last dueling society in America.

Farnous American Duels

In 1806 one of the most famous of Amer-
ican duels took place. Andrew Jackson had
challenged Charles Dickinson because the
latter had slandered his wife. Each in-
tended to kill the other. Both were excel-
lent marksmen. On the way to the field of
honor Dickinson amused his friends by
cutting a string with a bullet from a dis-
tance of twenty-four feet. But now the time
came for Dickinson to shoot at a target that
could shoot back, The word was given.
Dickinson yaiged his pisiol and Lired. A
puff of dust blew from the breast of Jack-
son’s coat. But Jackson stood firm. Dickin-
son recoiled, erying out, *Great God! Have
I missed him?" Moments later Jackson
took aim and squeezed the trigger. Dickin-
son reeled, his face turned white, he sank
to the ground. Dickinson died from his
wound but Jackson lived fto become the
seventh president of the United States.

Another noted duel cccurred in 1820 be-
tween James Barron and the distinguished
naval officer, Stephen Decatur, They elect-
ed to fight with pistols at eight paces. Both
fired, both fell. On the ground the wounded
men carried on a sort of conversation.
What they said is not positively known,
except that they exchanged forgiveness of
each other. Decatur died that night; Bar-
ron died weeks later. One who knew well
the difficulty between the two men, the
then attorney general of the United States,
wrote: “Decatur said he had never been
his enemy, that he freely forgave him his
death—though he could not forgive those
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who had stimulated him to seek his life,
One report says that Barron exclaimed,
‘Would to God you had said this much yes-
terCay?! ™

The most sensational duel in the United
States was between Vice-Presldent Aaron
Burr and that famous statesman, Alexan-
der iHamilton. Both men aspired to the
presidency, But for Hamilton, Burr would
have in all probability atlained his desire.
Huamilton considered Burr an unscrupu-
lous, power-mad politician whose interests
were not for the good of the country. Of
Burr he said: “If we have an embryo Cae-
sar in the United States, 'tis Burr!” Ham-
ilten’s influence prevented Burr {rom being
governor of New York. In Burr’s bitter dis-
appoirtment (far this governership carried
more power than the vice-presidency) he
picked a quarrel with Hamilton. The only
settlement that Burr would accept was a
duel. Before the duel began Hamilton made
it clear: “1 am conscious of no ill will to
Colonel Burr distinet from political oppo-
sition. . . . If our interview is conducted in
the usual manner, and it plcases God to
give mc the opporiurity, to reserve and
throw away my flrst fire, and I have
thoughts even of reserving my second fire,
ancd lhus giving a double opportunity to
Colonel Burr to pausc and reflect.”

On July 11, 1804, the two men met a*
Weehawken, New Jersey, at the same site
where Hamilton’s eldest son had been
killed in a duel three years before. Each
party took his place and the word was giv-
en. Burr raised his arm and slowly took
deliberate aim. One shot rang out, Hamil-
ton, raising himself convulsively, fell [or-
ward on his {ace, his pisiol discharging as
he sank 10 ihe grourd fatally wounded.
Hamiltor's death stirred up the mind of
the people, as nothing before, to the posi-
tive horror and vanity of ducling.

It iy interesting 10 kxnow that on 1nhe eve-
ning before lhe duel Hamilten had pre-
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pared a paper eontaining his view of duel-
ing. It said: “My religious and moral prin-
cipies are strongly opposed to the practice
of duellng; and it would ever give me pain
Lo shed the blood of a fellow creature In a
private combat forbidden by the laws”
Why, then, did he meet Burr in a duel in
which, it seemned, he was not even going to
shoot at Burr? Hamliton’s own words an-
swer. He said “his relative situation, as
wel in public as private,” imposed upon

“him, as he thought, “a peculiar necessity

not to decline.” So Hamilton went to the
foolish field of honor rather than not con-
form to public prejudice, Hamilton was a
victim of a selfish, pride-inspired, murder-
ous custora.

Unexpectedly Strange Duels

It may surprise some to know that there
are fairly numerous accounts of clergymen
having indulged in the polite luxury of kill-
ing their fellow man, Joachim Murat, later
king of Naples, was a dead shot. He fought
his first duel while occupying a high eccle-
siastical posilion as the Abbé Murat—the
cause of the trouble being a pretty maiden
of Toulouse. Cardinal de Retz, the French
ecclesiastie, was noted for his freguent
ducls. It is said of the “holy man’ that he
was one of the most noted duelists of the
seventeenth century and was hero of thir-
teen hostile meetings, in cach of which
“there was a lady in the case," As of 1799
history tells us that the “Reverend” Henry
Bate, an Episcopal minister, had fought
and killed three men in duels. He died in
1824, hokling a high position in the
Ely Cathedral, England. Ignatius Loyola,
founder of the Jesuits, was a famous duel-
ist. He once called out a man over a reli-
gious argument and ran him through. Ap-
parently, the fourder of the Society of
Jesus was not interested in following Jesus'
own words: *All things, therefore, that

you want men to do to you, you also must
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likewise do to them.”—Matthew 7:12, Noew
World Tranas.

Perhaps the most eccentric duel ever
fought was in 1808 between Mr. De Grand-
pré.and Mr. De Pigne in Paris. Both being
of “elevated minds,” they chose the sway-
ing baskets of a couple of balloons from
which to make the attack upon each other,
Each was to be attended by & second in his
balloon car. For weapons the high-minded
combatants chose blunderbusses, as pistols
might not be so effective in their probable
situations. On the day of the duel crowds
gathered below as the balloons floated up-
ward, many thinking they were about to
witness the novelty of a balloon race. When
the balloons had reached a height
of about 900 feet and when
both were within less than
80 vards of each other, De
Pigne opened fire from his
swaying-in-the-breeze car.
He missed, Then De Grand-
pré steadied his blunderbuss
and blazed away. The result
was immediate, De Pigne’s bal-
loon folded up, the basket turned
over and dumped its occupants out
into space, De Pigne and his second were
found dashed teo pieces upon a housetop.

In Retroapect
In Jooking back over the history of duel-

ing we find few men had the courage to re-
gist such a wicked practice and refuse to
duel. Why? Because most men feared pub-
He opinion, the stigpma of “coward” and a
loss of prestige. So it was actually pride
that stimulated both parties into a duel.
There were a few that placed upright mor-
al principles ahead of pride. One who
awoke to the evil of dueling was Sir Walter
Raleigh. He had killed & number of men in
duels. At last he made up his mind never
agaln to accept a challenge. One dsy a

20

young man, while disputing with him, chal-
lenged Raleigh and then spit on his face.
Sir Walter took out his handkerchief and
wiping his faee said: “Young man, if I
could as easily wipe from my conscience
the stain of killing you as I can this spittle
from my face, you should not live another
minute,”

Judge Dooly of Gedrgia had the courage
to refuse to duel. Then he was threatened
that if he did not fight his name would cer-
tainly fill a newspaper. Judge Dooly replied
that he would rather fill ten newspapers
than one coffin. But it was United States
Senator Henry Clay who really expressed
the spirit of the times: *“The man with a

high sense of honor and nice sen-
sibility, when the question is
whether he shall fight or have
the finger of scorn point at
him, is unable to resist; and
few, very few, are found will-
ing t0 adopt such an alterna-
tive.” One of those “very
few” was Senator Barnwell

Rhett of South Carolina, When
he was challenged by another

senator, Rhett declined with the
declaration: ‘I frankly admit that I fear
God more than I fear man.”

S0 there is the reason why many, though
opposed to dueling, took up the sword or
pistol: the fear of man. How true are the
Bible’s words: “The fear of man bringeth
a snare”’! But there was much more related
to the cause of dueling than just the fear
of man, for throughout Christendom there
has been a general failure to adhere to the
Christian principles of showing love for
one’s neighbor and of being humble, merci-
ful and forgiving. Indeed the true Christian
readily recognizes in the history of dueling
the fulfillment of Jehovah's Word: “Pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall.”—Proverbs 29:25:

16:18.
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T'AKE a piece of leather in
your hand, study it closely,
look at its rhythmic design, feel
its flexibility, its strength and
beauty; observe the way its fi-
bers are closely knitted together.
Yet with all our ingenuity we
cannot make or reproduce so
much as a single stitch of it. Wise
men have studied leather fpr
ages, they know of its every in-
gredient, yet they cannot re-
create it. Boil this amazing ma-
terial and it will turn to gelatine,
But there is not a laboratory in
the world that can turn gelatine
into leather. Shred a piece of
leather, There is no man or ma-
chine that can reweave it into
its original pattern.

Leather can be made to be
soft and fluffy so that it can be
worn next to the flesh, or it can
- be as hard as a plank or almost
as flexible as rubber. Leather can
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be so fine that it is almost trans-
parent, or it can be more than
two inches thick, resembling a
board. Leather is as ancient as
man and as medern as ever. It
has retained its popularity for
usefulness and suitability of pur-
pose,

Today leather is being used to
cover television sets, to make
draperies, shutters, hair pins,
belts and purses. Leather is used
for the great belts that drive ma-
chinery and also for the tiny but-
tons on a boy's coat, It is used
for upholstering automobiles and
chairs; for making ladies’ beau-
tiful handbags and attractive
footwear; for binding books and
making footballs; for wallets,
briefcases and trunks; in hats;
for sharpening razors; for har-
nesses and for clothing. Its uses
can be counted by the hundreds.
Kings, queens and peasants have
worn leather with equal delight,
Perhaps no other material has
served the needs of men so faith-
fully over the centuries.

What is leather? Basically, all
leather is skin—the skin of ani-
mals, fish and fowl. The guality
of leather differs with each, be-
cause the skins of animals differ
greatly. Animals living in hilly
countries, where there are great
changes in temperature, are pro-
vided by nature with a heavy,




hardy overcoat. Others llving nearer the
seashore have skins that are less durable,
All these different qualitiez are preserved
In the leather.

Although any animal’s skin can be
turned into leather, more than 90 per cent
of the leather that is used on the world
market comes primarily from four classes
of raw stocks: cattle hides, calfskins,
sheepskinge and goatsking. During the
reign of King George III gloves were made
from chicken skins and were credited with
“having a particular virtue In giving the
wearer a finely shaped and soft white
"hand.” Other thin and fine skins were
made from the skins of unborn calves. One
kind of glove available then was of such
fine texture that, though a pair was large
enough to fit the hand of a man, they were
“folded up and enclosed in the gilded shell
of a walnut and so offered for sale.”

Leather 18 mede ot of repiile skins and
fishskins; even sharkskins make excellent
leather. Some years ago the U, 8. Bureau
‘of Standards declared that for shoes the
jeather from sharks was superior to calf
leather. Experiments disclosed that “the
sea product wore better than land ieather,
and In addition does not abrase as easily
when the toe is stubbed.” Horsehide makes
an ideal leather for shoes and harnesses,
The skin of pigs is much used for saddles,
pocketbooks and pags, Yetter cases and the

like. Glove leather is made from deerskins

and the skins of kids and lambs, and some-
times even dogs Jose their skins for making
gloves, The skins of snakes, lizards and
alligators make letter cases and fine bags.
But before a crocodile or alligator can be
useful for shoemaking it must be at least
fifty years old. A walrus skin is more than
two Inches thick, which makes a very
heavy leather useful for wheels to polish
gilver goods. The same is true of elephant,
rhinoceros and hippopotamus leather. Kan-
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garoo skins also make a very important
shoe leather, tough and hardy, like the ani-
mals themselves, The skins of antelopes
make particularly fine handbags, sturdy,
yet soft and pliable.

How Hides and Sking Are
Made into Leather
But before skins actually become serv-
iceahle leather ss we know it today, they
must pass through as many as forty gdif-
ferent operations. All animal skins in the
raw state are largely composed of gelatine,
which spoils if exposed to air and moisture.
In meking leather from these skins various
processes are used to change the hide or
skin from something that would easily de-
cay to a material that will last almost in-
definitely. The old method that was used
for thousands of years was to soak the
skins in liquid containing tannic acid, a.
Yrew very much 1ikKe Yea, 1t would some-
times take from sixty to ninety days before
the vegetable extract would permeate ev-
ery fiber, Today this process has been
greatly speeded up by a chemical process,

- which completes the tanning process in a

few hours and never takes more than three
days, The action of a basic chromium salt,
usually a basic chromium sulphate, makes
tough, long-wearing leather.

There are many other methods of mak-
ing leather. Homer in his Iiad described
tanning by an oil process, but the method
followed throughout the Middle Ages and
by early American tanners was essentially
that known to the ancient Jews, that is,
tannage by means of oak bark. The use
of skins for clothing dates back to the gar-
den of Eden itself, The Genesis account
reads: “And Jehovah God proceeded to
make long garments of skin for Adam and
for his wife and to clothe them.” (Genesis
3:21, New World Trans.) Evidently the
skins were treated in some way to secure
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their preservation and prevent putrefac-
tion. Simply drylng the skin thoroughly
would keep it for many years unless it
came into contact with moisture. Dried
skins might be uncomfortable to wear but
not entirely impractical, because they are
still worn that way in many parts of the
earth, Jehovah clothed Adam with skins,
and since Adam’s early descendants knew
music and metal working there is no rea-
son to think that they did not also know
about leather, (Genesis 4:19-22) Scholars
generally agree that Abraham may well
have known the art of leathermaking, The
record at Genesis 14:23 (New World
Trans.) says that Abraham refused to take
anything from the king of Sodom, ‘from a
thread to a sandal Iace.” Some contend
that both sandals and laces were already
being made of leather back in Abraham’s
day. :
The Israelites certainly knew how to
make leather from skin when they left
Egypt because leather carpets were used
in Israelite tents, When the Israelites were
commanded to contribute toward the build-
ing of the tabernacle they were asked to
bring, among other things: ‘“goat’s hair
and ram skins dved red and sealskins”
{(footnote, ‘“‘tahash leather”).—Exodus 35:
6, 7, New World Trans.

According to K. J. Adcock “the ancient
Egyptians had succeeded in bringing the
manufacture of leather to remarkable per-
fection. . . . Happily,” he says, “specimens
of ancient Egyptian leather have been
preserved in one national museum, and,
although they are said to have been made
at least 3,000 years ago, the colour and
natural strength of the leather are unim-
paired,” This authority goes on to say
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that, from judging ‘“the advanced state of
the art of leather manufacture in the early
Egyptian period, it iz obvious that the ori-
gin of its manufacture must have consider-
ably antedated that period, and, indeed,
it would be necessary to go back almost to
the creation of man to find the origin of
the use of preserved animals skins for
clothing.”

Both the Greeks and the Romans made

leather.. In fact, it is difficuit to find any

nation, ancient or modern, civilized or
uncivilized, to whom leather has not been
known. The Romans at one time had coins
of leather. Herodotus writes that tribes of
the Caspian Sea used sealskins for cloth-
ing. Strabo speaks of the Massagetae wear-
ing fur dresses, and Caesar and Lactan-
tius mention the reindeer clothing of the -
German tribes. And despite recent develop-
ments in plastics, leather and leather
cloths, the natural substance still retains
its popularity, beauty and purpose. It con-
tinues to be the ideal material for shoes,
with more than B0 per cent of all leather
manufactured being used for that purpose.
The world’s production of sole leather is
estimated to aggregate half a million 'tons
a year,

But if leather is to endure for any length
of time it must be treated with care. Fine
leather- deserves good treatment. To dust
leather is not encugh. Every other week or
s0 leather should be buffed with a soft,
clean cloth and given a “facial” with a wax
or cream that cleans and protects both
leather and tooling. Then it will grow more
beautiful with age, for no material has
ever been made that has all its properties.
The words of the ancient proverb still hold
true: “There is nothing like leather.”




Refigion of Modera Isracl a Divisive Business

By “Awakel" correspondent in lsrael

T MAY be expected by the Jews outside

Isra®l as well as many Christlans the

world over, who take stock in the present
rotorn of the Jews to Palestine ag 2 sign
of the.return of, Messlah, to see a uniting
in the worship of God among the Israelltes
of the seven-year-old State of Israel. But,
alas, this is not the case!

Laments a reporter in The Jerudclem
Post of Septermnber 27, 1954: “You will not
see o Yemenite [a dark or black-skinped Jew
of Spanish-Portuguese origin called Sephar-
dim] {n the Yeshurun synagogue [the meet-
ing place in Jerusalem of the light or white-
skinned Jews of Europe, called Ashkenazim]
nor an Ashkenazl in a Bokharan [Sephardil
synagogue, Every community has its own
house of prayer and its own traditions—
worlds apart from each other yet all paying
homage to the same God, using the Same
prayers, yet rendering them so differently
that Jews who do not ‘belong, wandering
into the service in search of a place of wor
ghip, would experlence the greatest difficul-
tles in following the service. Worse, they
may feel repelled by the way the liturgy is
read, so far are they torn apart by cen-
turles of dlfferent background.”

Since the services of Judaism center
around the cantor (a soloist who sings ltur-
gleal music in the synagogue) it is significant
to note the contipuation of the lamentation
in The Jerusalen Post: “In our day the
advertisements that appear every year about
this time [the time of the Jewish new Yyearl
in the streets of our towne, announcing this
or that cantor performing his tricks at this
or that place of worship—complete with his
picture in full regaliz and a price list of the
seats available—show the extremely low
plane to which this profession and ouT way
of worship has sunk. A visit to the synagogue
is mostly a question of habit or etiquette
and really religious people get more and more
repelled by the sorry spectacle of g cantor,
vocalizing for money, not particularly in-
terested in contributing his share to give the

assembled waorshipera the dignified eleting
atmosphere 50 necessary to feel near to God
in the time of need. He wants to show off
his fine voice, his beautiful coloraturas and
his acting [(as he kKnows 1tl- -he is not a
servant of the Service, he 5 performing
his duty like any salaried official. It 5 not
his fault entirely, however; the rabblis and
elders also have thelr share in it,

“It is inconcelvable that Jews In Israel
should pray in a ghetto atmosphere, be it
European or African, and that the mode of
prayer should keep the various groups apart
forever.”

This condition in modern Jsrael may call
to mind the conclusion of the Jewish apostle
Paul in his day about his brothers in a
fleshly way: "They have a zeal for God; but
not according to accurate knowledge; for
because of not knowing the righteousness of
God but seeking to establish their own, they
did not subject themselves to the righteous-
ness of God,"-Romans 10:2, 3, New World
Trans.

Oh, how wonderful the contrast to be
assoclated with Jehovah's New World soclety
where Ashkenazi, Sephardl, Jew. gentile, race,
color or 10Ter creed or religious association
makes no difference, hecause all are one in the
pure worship of Jehovah, the great and
merciful God who made of “one man every
nation of men, to dwell upon the entire
surface of the earth”; not to be divided but
to be of one and the “same mind and in the
same line of thought,” in the worship of
thelr Creator!—Acts 17:26; 1 Corlonthlens
1:10, New Woarld Tranas,

The greatest Jew that ever llved or that
will ever ]ive upon this earth pointed out how
this oneness can be accomplished, and though
it is not evident in the many organizatlons
that have ialsely taken his name, what he
said remains true in actual practice: “And
Jesys went on to say to the Jews that had
believed in him: 'If you remain in my word,
you are really my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.’! "-—John 8:31, 32, New World Tranas.

Wherewithel shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.
—Psalm 119:5.
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They Reject
Sound Discipline

HEN the apostle Paul said he be-

came “all things to all men, that I
might by all means save some,” he did not
mean he was guilty of compromising the
gospel, but rather that he met people on
their own level. Actually, the ’apnst]es had
a narrow-minded view when it came to
compromise on doctrine. It was something
they just would not do. Their proper view
was based upon Jesus’ instruction: “Go in
through the narrow gate; because broad
and spacious is the road leading off into
destruction, and many are the ones going
in through it; whereas narrow is the gate
and cramped the road leading off into life,
and few are the ones finding it.”--1 Co-
rinthians 9:22; Matthew 7:13, 14, New
World Trans.

They knew how to stay in this narrow
way of pure doctrine, rather than becom-
ing confused as today's religions have be-
come. Paul, under inspiration, showed that
the way to do this was by being disciplined
by the’ truth or by having our personal
ideas corrected by what is written in the
sacred Scriptures, the Word of God. He
wrote: “All Scripture is inspired of God
and beneficial for teaching, for reproving,
for setting things straight. for disciplining
in righteousness, that the man of God may
be fully competent, completely equipped
for every good work.” The reason there is
so much confusion in religion today—so
many conflicting doctrines taught by var-
ious denominations—is that this instruc.
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tion has not been followed.—2 Timothy
3:16, 17, New World Trans.

Can you imagine Christ being so con-
fused as are modern-day religions? so in
competition with himself as are the com-
peting churches of this twentieth century?
Can you imagine the apostles’ being unable
to agree on doctrine? teaching contradic-
tory theories and confused doctrines, some
of which had actually been borrowed from
paganism, as today’s religions do?

“The World Council exists because we
are divided,” Mrs. Kathleen Bliss, a Church
of England delegate at the World Council
of Churches' assembly last August, told
listeners who filled the First Methodist
Church in Evanston, Illinois. “If we were
truly united in Christ, there would not
need to be a world council,” she added.
But that council’s members continue to
teach the false doctrines that perpetuate
divisions. Until the religious leaders can
straighten out such doctrines and return
to the simplicity of true Christianity, do
you want to be associated with them?® Until
they can decide which one of their courses
is right and which wrong, do you want
them as your leaders? Christ spoke of such
leaders—in fact, he was quite blunt about
it: “And if the blind lead the blind, both
shall fall into the ditch.”—Matthew 15:14.

You think that text does not apply, that
the religious leaders do know where they
are going, and that they are headed the
right way? Regarding the World Council,
W. L. Wilson, a National Baptist clergy-
man of Spartanburg, South Carolina, said:
“The worship of God is an individual thing.
I must worship in my own way—-just as
others must worship as they want to.”
Cain worshiped his own way rather than
God’s and became a murderer for it. Would
it not be more appropriate to put aside our
way and worship God’s way; not to wor-
ship as we want to, but as God shows that
his servants should?
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The Warld Council of Churches operates
under the premise that all' the divided de-
nominations today are still Christ's church,
This is a false premise. A part of its re-
cent. report, officially passed on to the
churches for their consideration, said:
“Hence we must still ask Paul’s question
about division in the church: ‘Is Christ
divided? (1 Cor. 1:13)"” No, Christ is not
divided, but today’s religions are, And they
are divided far more drastically than mere
physical division into different denomina-
tions, different church organizations. They
are divided spiritually and doctrinally, and
gince they are teaching different doctrines,
some of which conflict with one ancther,
not all of their doctrines could possibly
be right, and some must be falgehoods.

Theologian James Peter Hickinbotham,
principal of St. John’s College of the Uni-
versity of Durham, England, said: “We all
need to have our partial and distorted tra-
ditlons supplemented and corrected by
those elements of the truth which other
communions have preserved better than
we have, and this can only take place with-
in the intimate fellowship of a reunited
church.” But the way to correct their par-
tial and distorted traditions is not to mix
all these traditions of today’s religions to-
gether and take an average that is agree-
able to al]. The way to correct such distor-
tions is to accept the apostles’ instruction
to prove all our beliefs by the written
Seriptures, and to change .any ideas we
might have that do not conform to them.

Christendom is approaching the goal of
religious unity from the wrong way. It
shys away from doctrine and puts unity in
- {ts political and social ventures first. This
puts the cart before the horse. If Christen-
dom were united on the important thing

—what truth is, and how God’s Word ap-

plies today—then its unity of understand-
ing would automatically provide a unity
of activity; while if it achieved unity of
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actlvity in social flelds this does not mean
it would be united ori sound doctrine,

The only thing that transcends their d-
visions is the Bible. The way to religlous
unity is to accept its common language and
humble ourselves in obedience to what it
says. This is the way to gain the unity that
the apostles had, the way to turn back,
through the haze of ¢onilicting ideas that
men have developed, back to the pure
Christianity that Jesus and the apostles
taught. But since today’s religions in gen-
eral have not done this, it seems that their
acceptance of the Bible is merely in word,
not in deed; that it is only lip service, not
true service. It would seem that they want
not the Christianity of Jesus Christ, but,
ingtead, their own personal, twentieth-
century denominational theories.

Showing their lack of concern for doc-
trine, the Christian Century commented
about the World Council’'s Evanston meet-
ing: “Evanston, we dare hope, could thus
come to be remembered as the place where
the World Council discovered how quickly
the impulse to Christian unity in action
could be sidetracked and reduced to im-
potence by a demand for prior theological
agreement.” It just is not polite in their
circles to insist that doctrine is important
or that the narrow way of the apostles
should be followed!

But Jehovah’s witnesses disagree with
them, Only pure Christianity is right, and
there is no confusion in it, Doctrines that
are different from those that Jesus taught
are not pure doctrines, True Christians will
never be guilty of compromising the gos-
pel, nor will they lend their support to
religious organizations that are guilty of
doing so. Rather, they follow the Serip.

"tural example and, like the apostles, will

discipline their own ideas, correcting them
according to the truth that is written in
God’s Word, the Bible, With which type
of persons would you prefer to associate?
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book The Behavior
of Crowds describes the
crowid as a “device for indulg-
ing ourselves in a kind of tem-
porary Insanity by all going
crazy together.” There was some strong
support for that description last August at
the Illinois state convention of the Ameri-
can Legion. Aflame with the fire of nation-
alism, the Legion' crowd loaded its guns
with charges of “un-American influences”
and fired them at what it saw to be the new
menace to American security—the Girl
Scouts!

What was “un-American’” about the Girl
Scouts? The Legion said that the girls’
handbook did not list in its index refer-
ences to the United States Constitution and
the Bill of Rights or to a chapter on United
States citizenship. The Legion resolution
also asserted that writings by unnamed
pro-Communist authors ‘“have been highly
recommended In an official Girl Scouts’
magazine as authentic historic material.”
The main objection of the Legion seemed
to be on ‘one-world precedence.’ That is,

the Legion attacked the 1953 (irl Scouts

Handbook that “gives United Nations and

‘L he American Legion ard the (irl Scouts =

one-world citizenship precedence over
American cltlzenship.” Girl Scout officials
promptly denied that there ever were any
subversive Influences in the publication.

While most of America laughed at the
Legion’s latest antics, many thinking .
Americans, together with many organiza-
Hons, were =0 disturbed that they vigor-
ously protested the Legion’s ban on the
girls. So strong were the protests, some
even coming from Legion groyps in other
states, that the Illinois Legion finally re-
scinded its ban. In the final analysis it
turned out as many suspected: the chair-
man of the Legion's “Americanism” com-
mittee confessed to the press that he had
made no independent investigation but
that he had adopted wholesale charges in
an obscure patrioteering sheet mailed to
him from Florida. And so, as it is its cus-
tom, the Legion rose to attack without in-
vestigating. And as it is its custom, its
crowd voted through anything its com-
mittee proposed, even though, in this case,
one of its former state commanders ap-
pealed for common sense, shouting from
the convention floor: “How crazy can we
get?"
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{ @ How far Jasus was from the views of ma-

f terialistic modern clergyment? P, 4, {5.

’ ® What basic disagreement exists among

) ﬂWGrld Council of Churches members? P, 5,
4,

) ® Whether the World Council was satisfied

4 with its report on Christian hopei* P, 6, 4.

/ @ How modern theblogians join ancient Jews

Y in their attitude toward Christ's kingdom?

{ rsrs

/ @ How great was the cost of World War I?

« P 1t 1.

f ® How peace will come? P, 11, {4.

f @ What the “mahne-cat” st P, 12, {1.

/
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® Where Columbus thought he had found
the garden of Eden? P. 13, |3.

® What waterfall is probably the world's
highestt P. 14, {4.

® Who some claim lived 500 lives? P. 16, {3.
® How dueling began? P. 17, 2.

® Why men who opposed dueling still par-
ticipated in it? P. 19, 73.

® What is so amazing about leather? P. 21,
1.

® How leather is made? P, 22, §3.

® What “The Jerusalem Post” recognizes
about modern synagogue worship? P. 24, §3.
® How to correct the partial and distorted
traditions of today’s churches? P. 26, {2.
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Death of “the Hatchet Man®

& It was the great purge tri-
als of 1936-1339 that made An-
" drel Vishinsky. In those trials
Old Bolsheviks confessed to
congplracy with Germany to
.overthrow Russia. The outside
world refused to believe in the
guilt of those men—over haif
the top commanders of the
Hed army, the greater part of
the top command of the Com-
munist party and several mil-
Hon petty officlals. The man
who was Stalin’s prosecutor at
the trlals was Vishinsky, who
became known as “the Hatchet
Man.” His command of viiriolic
garcasin and his bludgeoning
speeches amazed the world.
Vishinsky also gained fame as
a foreign minisier and as the
chiet Soviet delegate to the
U.N. At his Park Avenue head-
quarters on November 22 he
suddenly collapsed and died of
a heart attack. Historlans
were Inclined to believe that
even his noted later career as
foretgn minister was eclipsed
by his gruesome role as ‘“the

Hatchet Man.”

Egypt: The Simmering Struggle
@ When a group of young ar-
my officers, headed by Col
Gamal Abdel Nasser, ousted
King Farouk, Gen. Mohammed
Nagulb was not involved In
the coup. Because Nagulb was
respected by the officers and
hed personal popularity he
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was made a popular symbol
and hero of the revolution. But
to the leaders of the revoiution
WNagulb turned out to be some-
thing of a Frankenstein mon-
ster. For the role of a mere flg-

urehead was not to his liking.

A conflict broke out In Febru-
ary when Col. Nasser, the real
head of the revolution, ousted
Megulb az president and pre-
mier. But because of Naguib's
popularity he made a come-
back and was reinstated as
president. Im November the
simmering struggle for power
between Nasser and Naguib
came to a conclusive end. 4
leader of the Moslemn Brother-
hood, a fanatical religious or-
ganization that has taken the
lives of two premiers since
World War II, testifled that
Naguib had prior knowledge of
a recent plot to kill Premier
INasser. Nagulb was charged
with frying to throw the coun-
try into anarchy in an attempt
to gain power and was re-
moved from the presidency.
Thus the man that once com-
manded the turmnultuous adula-
tion of the Egyptlan people
made his political exit. And the
people on the streets in Cairo
took the news quletly.

France Curbs “la ¥in”

@ Alcohol Is France's greatest
industry. It grosses about 675,
000,000,000 francs a year. But
to Premier Mendés-France

there was a counterbalancing
figure: alcohollan is costing
France that much alone, For
40 per cent of accidents are at-
tributable to alcohol; alcohol-
ism accounts indirectly for 40
per cent of the national death
rate; and the cure and care of
alcoholics: cost France some
150,000,000,000 francs yearly.
S0 in November, Premier Men-
dés-France adopted what was
for France drastic measures.
He rtequested Frenchmen to
drink milk with meals instead
of wilne. He ordered bars to
stop selling hard lquor be-
tween 5 and 10 a.m.—when
French workers stop for café
royale (coffee with rum or
brandy). The premler also
asked Parliament to raise lig-
uor taxes and impose heavy
penalties for drunkenness, To
the French, wine is for French-
men morning, noon and night.
Asking him to ease up on it
may be about as difficult as
asking a cat to give up milk,

Perdim’s Anticlerical Campalgn
® Toward the end of Septem-
ber Argentinge’s president, Juan
Perdn, began an “anticlerical”
campalgn. To a group of chem-
ical workers Perén warned
that he did not take kindly to
the idea of forming labor syn-.
dicates on religious lines. Put-
ting his campalgn in full swing
in November, Perdén called
three bishops “enemies ol
the government.” Also three
priests were arrested for “anti-
government activities.” Gener-
al Perdn explained that it was
not a problem of state against
church but that certain priests
were fomentimg a climate of
dissatisfaction with the re-
gime. Declared Perdn: *“[One
priest] says that the choice is
between: Christ or Perdn, I
have never been In conflict
with Christ. What I am t{rying
to do.1s to defend Christ’s doe-
trine, which for 2,000 years
priests llke these have been
trying to destroy.”"—Time, No-
vember 22, 1954,
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“The Church’s Anthority”

& In November the pope de-
livered an address in Latin to
25 cardinals and 150 archbish-
nps gathered in Rome for the
Marian Year celebration. He
told them that the belief that
“the Chureh’s authority is iim-
ited to purely religious mat-
ters"” is an error. He said Ro-
man Catholics “must take an
open and firm stand” agairtst
- it. The pope explained that so-
cial problems, whether merely
social or soclo-political, were
not “outside the authority and
care of the Church.”

Blshops Dismiss Edltor

# The Roman Catholic pubii-
cation Ecclesig is regarded as
Spain's only uncensored maga-
zine. Its editor, Priest Jes(s
Iribarren, is regarded by news-
papermen as the most compe-
teni Catholic editor in Spain.
In May, Editor iribarren roused
the caudillo’s ire hy publishing
an article outspokenly critical
of Spain’'s censorship of the
press. This prompted Franco’s
minister of information to
urge Cardinal Pla y Deniel to
oust the outspoken editor. The
cardinal refused. But in No-
vember, after a bishops' con-
ference, Editor Iribarren was
dismissed. Said the New York
Times (11/9): “(Generallssimo
Francisco Franco, in an inter-
view granted to United States
correspondents last July, said
he did not believe in freedom
of the press. . . . The bishbps
were sdid to have agreed that
Fathér Iribarrenh had exceeded
his authority as an editor and
in so doing had tended to give
the impression that the church
in Spain was outspokenly crit-
ical of the lack of freedom of
the press.”

Strange Election in Cuba

& From 1933 to 1944 Fulgencio
Batista ruled Cuba. His+w&ucces-
sors, elected democratically, be-
came involved in allegations of
grait. So when, in 1952, Gener-
a] Batista by a military coup
seized control of the country,
there were few protests. Batis-
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ta had also brought a measure
of stability and had promised to
hold a free election. In Novem-
ber the long-promised election
took place. It was an odd one.
Batista’s lone opponent was
former President Ramon Grau
San Martin, But during the
campalgn a number of Grau's
supporters were arrested, and
the Batista-controlled supreme
electoral court forbade news.
papers and radio statlons to
use election resuits from any
source but the court’s own bul-
letins. The government thus
would get a long look at re-
sults before anyone else got a
chance. So Candidate Grau an-
nounced his withdrawal, de-
clarivig: ‘“There are no longer
any guarantees of a free elec-
tion.” When the queer election
was over, General Batista had
won by an overwhelming ma-
jority. From February 24, 1955,
General Batista begins a four-
vear term as president of Cuba.

Leaflets for Hungary

® The Free Europe Commit-
tee of the Crusade for Freedom
s engaged in a propaganda
leaflet warfare agalnst Com-
munist countries. In November
police sources in -Vienna re-
ported that Soviet antiaircraft
batterles have been shooting
down the leaflet-bearing bal-
loons. But many get' through.
Refugees from HungaLy re-
ported the leaflets caused great
excltement among the people.
The leaflets carry sketches and
phrases such as “Instead oi
Soviet guns, consumer goods.”
To travel the great distance to
Hungary special eight-foot-
high balloons are used. These
travel some 40,000 feet above
the earth in a jet stream. Sus-
pended from the boxes that
contain the leaflets are bags of
dry ice. When the ice melis the
box is upset and the leaflets
gscatter over a wide area. Some
14,000,000 leaflets monthly are
dropped over Hungary.

Peace with Burma
& It took nearly ten years aft.

. er Japanese armies retreated

from a ravaged Burme before
formal peace was made be-
tween the two nations, In No-
vember the foreign ministers
of Burma and Japan signed
the peace terms in which Ja-
pan, as reparation for war-
time occupation, promised to
send Burma $20,000,000 worth
of machinery and goods a year
for the next ten years and to
invest another $5,000,000 an-
nually in enterprises. Japan
does not stand to lose entirely
from the terms but rather
stands to gain a friendily foot-
hold in the Burma market.

China: Popualatlon Too Big?

® In November the Natlonal
Bureau of Statistics in Pelping
declared that China’s popu-
lation, the largest in the world,
was 582,603,417, Earlier, in Au-
gust, a British Labor party
mission was told that the rate
of increase is now 12,000,000
a year. A month later a state-
ment by one of the deputles
of the National People’s Con-
gress appeared in the Peiping

" People’s Daily, official party

organ. It said: “It is a good
thing to have a large popu-
lation, but in an environment
beset with difficulties ft ap-
pears that there should be a
limit set.” This was regarded
as the first time that one In the
Peiping regime has suggested
that China’s population might
be too big.

Iran: Fatemi Executed

@® Dr. Hossein Faterni was a
very promineni flgure during
the regime of Mohammed
Mossadegh. When Mossadegh
briefly established himself as
dictator, Fatemi served as his
foreign minister. In Apr],
1953, Teheran mobs pulled
down the shah’'s statues; Fa-
temi denounced the shah and
threatened him with death.
But the threat backfired., For
a rovalist wuprising toppled
Mossadegh from power and
brought the shah back. Terrl-
fled Fatemi went into hiding,
Buti he was found and brought
to trial. In November the ex-
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forelign minister stood before
a firlng squad for his part In
the plot agalnst the shah.

Flis Island Closea Down

4 In 1875 Samue] EIls put up
for sale a small igland in New
York harbor. Ells Island even-
tually came into possession of
the Federal Bureau of Immi-
gratlon. In the years since
1892 more than 20,000,000 per-
sone were procesged thera on
their arrival in the U5, In No-
vember Attorney General Her-
bert Brownell, Jr., announced
that “the Httle island between
the Steiue of Liberty and the
gkyline and piers of New
York” had served ifs purpose
and that, “on November 19,
the little gray ferry which has
made its hourly run from the
Battery to Ellis and return
over the years will make Its
last trip.” As Ells Island’s
functions were being trans-
ferred to New York city prop-
er, Brownell said that only
those “deemed likely to ab

scond or those whose freedom
of movement could be adverse
toc the national security or the
public safety” are to be de-
talned henceforth.

The Arctic Route

& In 1937 Russian fllers flew
over the Arctic to America.
Since then planes have be-
come larger and safer. So in
November a new plane serv-
ice was inaugurated by the
Scandinavian Airlines: regu-
lar flights between Europe and
California by way of the Arc:
tic. When Sir Hubert Wilkins
explored the Arctic in 1937 in
a vain attempt to find a lost
Russian flier, he reported that
his compass often behaved
“like a waltzing mouse, danc-
ing around and around and
often reading twenty o thirty
degrees off the correct direc:
tlon,” But the gyro compass
saved him, and it 1& the gyro
compass that will be the chief
reliance of the Scandinavian
fllers, The new, timesaving

flights are scheduled for four

2 week between Euruvpe and

Ealitumi a—Ytwo In each dlrec-
on.

‘The Blggest Bince Gibbon’

@ In 1929 Dr, Arnold Toynbee
Pegan writing a history bhook.
In 1951 he finished it: a 3,250.-
000-word, tenvolume work
called “A Study of History.”
But the last four volumes of
the mammaoath wark have {ust
recently been published. The
ten volumes have been called
“the biggest complete work
since Gibhon's Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire”
(xibbon’s work itook him from
17688 to 1787. Now that Pro-
fessor Toynbee has written a
work commensurate with Gib-
bon, he does not intend to re-
tire. Of his iuture plans he
said: "The 1914 war inter-
Tupted a book I was going to
write on Greek civilisation. I
shall finish it now, and then
I wani to write a book on
Rome”
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Everyone Knows a structure built on a weak foundation
will crumble under pressure. Wisely, therefore, the builder

makes a solid foundation upon which it will rest, and not

cave in. Even more important, said Jesus in using this illustra-

tion, is it for man to have a solid foundation upon which his v
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edge, and such you will have called to your attention in the :
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The 1955 "Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses" is
packed with thrilling reports from earth's four
corners. From lands in &ll parts of the globe
have come accounts of the preaching of this gos-
pel of the Kingdom. It contains reports from
159 lands. Anclent tribes and hations with
strange and interesting customs have responded
to the good news of God's kingdom and rejoice
in the prospect of seeing sin and wickedness
come to a complete end before this generation
passes. Read for yourself this richly varied
report of missionary activity and person-to-
person proclamation of the Word of God. It is
now available for only 50c¢ a copy.

The 1955 calendar with the yeartext and ap-
propriate artistic illustration is also ready.
Calendars are 25¢ each, or five for $1].

SEND TODAY!

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST, BROOKLYN 1, N7

Enclosed And ................ Please send me
.. coples af the 1955 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses (50¢ch.

(Number) ,
.................... af the 1955 calendar {25¢ each, Ave for $1).
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