CELEBRATING “CHRISTMAS”
BEFORE CHRIST

What are you really celebrating at Christmas time?

“Cosmic Ears” Probe the Universe
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astronomy clearly explained

The Secret of Being Well-dressed
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How Much Truth in Christmas?

Jesus was not born in December!
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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are able to keep yvou awake to the vital Issues
of our times must be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests.
“MAwakel” has no fetters. It nizes facts, faces facts, 1s free to
publish facts. It is not bound by ‘political ambitions or nblﬁﬁans; it 1s
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be trodden on; it is
unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal keeps itself free that
it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It

maintains integrity to truth,

«Awake " uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on
them. Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations.
From the four corners of the earth thelr uncensored, on-~the-scenes
reports come to you through these columns. This journal’s viewpoint
is not narrow, but Is international. It is read in many nations, in many
languages, by persons of all ages. Through its pages meany fields of
knowledge pass in review—government, cornmerce, religion, history,
geography, science, social conditions, natural wonders—why, its cover-
age is as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens,

“Awake ! pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangders, to chﬂ.mpicninghfreedcm for all, té comforting
mourners and strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a
delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right-
eous New World.

Get acquainted with “Awakel” Keep awake by reading “Awakel”
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*Now it is high time to awake.”

—«Ramams 13:11

®

Brooklyn, N. Y., December 8, 1954
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it | ool BUT N0 SENSE

ALL it anything you wish, spell it any

way you will, measure it, if you
please, but when you are through you will
find that it all adds up to one and the same
thing-~Christmas—a colossal fraud con-
verted into dollars but no sense.,

In the business world Christmas means
only one thing—money, and more money.
The Christmas “spirit” is the frenzied emo-
tion that is generated through the rapid
intake of dollars in the department store,
By forcing the popular Christmastide along
by means of a relentless pressure of propa-
ganda by press, radio, television, educa-
tional institutions and every other vehicle
that hires itself out for commercial ex-
ploitation; plus employing the medium of
attractive “come-ons,” such as, lavish win-
dow displays, fashionable shows, free rides,
extended credits, cut-rate prices, and (as
an afterthought) a dash of “spirituality,”
specialists and technicians in the commer-
cial world whet the appetites and whip
the people into an emotiondl lather for
Christmas shopping. This potent concoc-
tion is so devastatingly effective that with-

out the devoted complicity of the depart-

ment store Christmas would not be Christ-

mas to most North Americans, Dollars,
therefore, make Christmas, and Christmas
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makes dollars. But does it make sense?

Probably the celebration’s most brutal
hoax is the most lucrative one—the one
that attacks the tender morals of the in-
nocent children and is gingerly tossed
about by “saint” and sinner alike—the one
called Santa Claus. Dollars have made San-
ta Claus the central figure in the Christ-
mas celebration. Said a Catholic priest of
Antwerp, Belgium: ‘“Were a Hottentot or
a Polynesian to visit the towns of Belgium
in these days, he would be convinced that
on Christmas the Christians celebrated an
old man who gives presents.” After seeing
a half-dozen Santas in a single United
states department store, a young Catholic
lad asked his mother: “Does baby Jesus
bring Santa Claus, or is it the other way
round?” |

Christmas promotes ancother money-
making scheme, that of selling Christmas
cards and stamps. Love 1s not always the
motive for sending cards bearing greetings
and best wishes; in fact, it rarely is. From
all sides the people are pommeled with the
idea that they must give something, a gift,
a card, something to their pals; everybody
is doing it; 1t is the popular thing, a social
custom that should not be ignored, Failure
to buy a giit or send a card—horrors! It
1s the worst of social errors! As a result,
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close to-two billion cards are unloaded on
the gullible American public in a brief sea-
son, with a glamorous take of $110,000,000!
During these “holy” days the word
“charity” is often heard and pockets are
emptied of millions of dollars, with an ex-
tra amount of publicity about the same.
How unlike Jesus do these eelebrants give!
He gave without asking in return, and he
gave all that he had, even his very life.
He pgave to all without special occasion or
days and without partiality. But today
on Christmas Day a showy splurge is
made about being charitable to

the poor, loving, openhanded,
generous and god-fear-
ing, but the re-
maining 364
days—Look

out! Jesus ex-
posed such hy-
pocrisy in these
words: “Take
good care not
to practice
your righteous-
ness in front
of men in order to be observed by them;
otherwise you will have no reward with
your Father who is in the heavens. Hence
when you start making gifts of mercy, do
not blow a trumpet ahead of you, just as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in
the streets, that they may be glorified by
men. Truly I say to you, They are having
their reward in full. But you, when making
gifts of mercy, do not let your left hand
know what your right is doing, that your

gifts of mercy may be in secret; then your

Father who is looking on in secret will re-
pay you.—Matt. 6:1-4, New World Trans.

Dollars are so much a part of Christmas
and Christmas so much a part of this world
that according to Business Week for No-
vember 28, 1953: “What happens in the
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States, To many

next four weeks
[prior to Christ-
mas] will affect
just about every
kind of business

in the economy’”’
of the United

department
storesChristmas
is often a do-or-
die, survive-or-
perish A proposi-
tion. Over 380 billion worth of merchan-
dise was in the pipelines awaiting the 1953
Christmas season. Saleswise, Chrigtmas
means that from 18 to 41 per cent of an-
nual retail sales will occur in the last two
months of the year. Savings accounts alone,
such as the “Christmas Club” arrange-
ment, poured out “a whopping $900 mil-
lion"” to its members, These dollars make
Christmas “merry,” especially for the busi-
ness world.

Nothing, therefore, is held back that
would promote Christmas. Sometimes a
whole year in advance plans are weighed
and made; personal savings are determined
and commercial piggy banks looked into.
Once arrangements are complete and
agreements made as to what kind of Christ-
mas to give to the people, that is, a “fam-
ily,” “old-fashioned” or “spiritual” Christ-
mas, then the business world goes all-out
to make Christmas a successful business.
Holly is shipped in from Italy, ferns from
Java, tumbleweed from Texas, stores are
renovated, all for the big day! Retail stores
in the United States last year spent $30
million to turn their windows into a shop-
per’s art gallery. Macy’s in New York city
spent “an estimated $75,000 to show what
a white Christmas looked like in 1850
Dallas, Texas, borrowed “a $35,000 display
of art masterpieces”; Neiman-Marcus had
a $25,000 display of cherubs clanging cym-
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bals and playing games under a pastel sky.
On the average sixty per cent of retail
store display budgets is taken up by Christ-
mas. If customers are sluw to respond
stores might even conduct fashion shows
daily to promote business, or extend their
credit an extra thirty days. Some give free
trolley rides, free shows and tea.

If the Christmas business “crystal ball”
gives out ominous signs of a slow year
merchants will not even wait for Thanks-
giving to launch the Christmas campaigns.
Fortune magazine for January, 1950, re-
ported that Christmas “was more aggres-
sively commercial than ever. . . . In Den-
ver three separate Santa Clauses sponsored
by three separate business groups hit
town before Thanksgiving., Two arrived by
airplane and one confounded the children
by driving up in a white 1950-model Hud-
son. In Charleston, South Carolina, a little
girl watching a pre-Thanksgiving Christ-
mas parade was [struek] on the head with
a whiskey bottle tossed from one of the
cars, Whatever the cultural significance

._-—.l._q. v —' .

B Christmas Day? Dees yeur fomlly BB
Chestvnas ol a pogen or a Chwh-
SR Hen phory 7 Do you honor or dishomos

F Jusus Cheict by your heeping Ouig- [
. mm? The lollowing oriicle omwens. T

O HOLIDAY has been s0 en-
thusiastically received and
universally acclaimed throughout
Christendom as Christmas, yet none ,
has been so utterly void of Chnstlamty
For thousands of years before Jesus
was horn, the month of December had been
the occasion for boisterous pagan revelries.

CEI.EBRAT NG C’ﬁm—tmas BEF RE HR

may have been, the business implication
was simply that merchants needed good
Christmas sales badly.”

Dollars, therefore, not Christ, meke
Lhristmas. The fact that religious people
celebrate it does not make 1t Christian, any
more so than the Fourth of July is made
Christian fof the same reason. Dollars buy
the holly, mistletoe and the Christmas tree.

Dollars buy the decorations and the pres-
ents. Dollars buy the candy and cards, the
mince pie and nuts. Dollars buy the punch
and liquor. Dollars make Christmas. What
would Christmas be without the Christ-
mas tree? Without Santa Claus? Without
the gifts and cards, the holly and mistie-
toe? Dollarless Jesus would have found
it burdensome to celebrate his own birth-
day in our modern commercial fashion.
From all historical and Scriptural facts, if
on earth today as a man, he would not take
part in the. Christmas celebration. Learn
why by reading the following article and
the One on page 25.
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source of life and light, a manifestation of
the gods. The return of the sun after the
shortest day of the year was cause for

great rejoicing. A wild celebration ensued

that iasted for weeks, It became the great-
est of all festivals, the feast of the winter
solstice, a celebration in honor of the un-

conquered sun, Homes were adorned with

evergreens and mistletoe, gifts were ex-
changed, great feasting and merrymaking
were all a part of the pagan celebration,
It is this same feast that the civilized world
of today still possesses; and persons of
“Christian,” Jewish, Moslem, Buddhist,
Shinto, Fascist, Communist and many oth-
er faiths—and some of no particular re-
lgious faith at all--celebrate the feast,
conscious or unconscious, as the case may
be, of its coriginal pagan significance.

By making Christmas coincide with the
ancient pagan festival the newly formed
Roman Catholic Church in the fourth cen-
tury hoped to counteract the winter revel-
ries, But pagan festivities were too deeply
rooted. The heathens continued their win-
ter festival with great and extended rejoic-
ing. They called their feast the Saturnalia,
after Saturn, the god of agriculture. At
first the Catholic Church frowned on the
Saturnalia as ungodly, degrading bagan-
ism. Later, however, she became complete-
ly absorbed by it, accepting and allowing it
to be assimilated into her religion, She gave
the pagan feast another name. She called
it the “mass of Christ” or “Christmas.”

Celebrating Christmas before Christ
might seem strange, even paradoxical in
meaning. But note what the authority, Sir
James George Frazer, had to say in his
widely praised book The Golden Bough,
pages 358, 359: “An instructive relic of
the long struggle is preserved in our festi-
val of Christmas, which the Church seems
to have borrowed directly from its heathen
rival. In the Julian calendar the twenty-
fifth of December was reckoned the winter

6

solstice, and it was regarded as the Na-
tivity of the Sun, because the day beging
to lengthen and the power of the sun to
increase from'that turning-point of the
year, The ritual of the nativity, as it ap-
pears to have been celebrated in Syria and
Egypt, was remarkable, The celebrants re-
tired into certain inner shrines from which
at midnight they issued with a loud cry,
‘The Virgin has brought forth! The light is
waxing!? The Egyptians even represented
the new-born sun by the image of an infant
which on his birthday, the winter solstice,
they brought forth and exhibited to his
worshipers. No doubt the Virgin who thus
conceived and bore a son on the twenty-
fifth of December was the great Oriental
goddess. . . . The Gospels say nothing as
to the day of Christ’s birth and accordingly
the early Church did not celebrate it. . ..
The heathen origin of Christmas is plainly
hinted at, if not tacitly admitted, by Au-
gustine when he exhorts his Christian
brethren not to celebrate that solemn day
like the heathen on account of the sun, but
on account of him who made the sun, In
like manner Leo the Great rebuked the
pestilent belief that Christmas was solem-
nised because of the birth of the new sun,
as it was called, and not because of the na-
tivity of Christ.”

Long before Christianity came to the
barbaric northlands of Europe, a similar
winter festival, known as the Yule, took
place. The ancient Vikings believed that
the sun traveled on a wheel and as the days
got shorter and the sun sank lower each
day they were not so sure that the wheel
would keep on turning, but when the days
began to get longer the Vikings celebrated
Yuletide, or Wheel Time, Great logs were
set ablaze in honor of the gods Odin and
Thor, and people clustered around drinking
from horns filled with mead and listening
to pagan carols. The Saxons on this day
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would drink their ale out of the skulls of
their vanquished enemies to the point of
getting “gloriously drunk.” Later the;
changed their containers for the wassail
bowls. These pagan worshipers gave gifts
to their wives, gweethearts and friends
—presents they had stolen from their vic-
tims. Yuletide was celebrated by all the
heathens of northerm Europe. It, like the
Saturnalia of pagan Rome, became ab-
sorbed in the Roman Catholic religion by
the mere changing of the name to Christ-
mas.

Christmas Around the World

And so it is that today, wherever one is
in the world, whether in heathendom or
Christendom, and whatever the weather,
the month of December, especially Decem-
ber 25, is a time for celebration! In north-
ern Europe and in other countries prep-
arations are made weeks and months in
advance. In Norway the special Christmas
smorgasbord is set forth. Norwegians sing
carols round the tree, whiie the Jule-nissen,
the Christmas elf, hands out the children’s
gifts. In old Russia no meat was eaten un-
til the first star appeared on Christmas
Ewve, Carolers rmasqueraded as monkeys,
bears, elephants, but one was always Dye-
dushtka or Dado Moroz, Grandpa or Little
Father Frost, the Russian version for
Santa Claus,

In Italy the mythical bearer of presents
is not Santa Claus, but an old hag called
Befana. She rides not on a sled pulled by
reindeer, but rides the sky astride a broom-
stick, like a witch. According to legend
she “deliberately misdirected the Wise
Men as they journeyed to Bethlehern. Con-
demned to live forever for that evil deed,
she must walk across the country giving
presents to all the children of the world
at Christmas in penance for her sin.” Gift-
giving day is not December 25 but twelve
days later. Families gather around the
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Ceppo, the Christmas log; offerings of
fruite, nuts or vegetables are laid at the
feet of the images of “baby Jesus.” To the
Germans,-Christmas is the gayest holy day
of the year,

In France, Christmas is a day especially
for children. Presents and cards are sent
at the New Year rather than at Christmas.
Armenians hail Christmas on January 6
by eating fried fish, lettuce and boiled
spinach. They believe Mary ate spinach
the night before Jesus was born. In Ethio-
pia, says the New York Times, ‘“the natives
believe that Christ had so many wonderful
attributes that he could not have been born
but once, Hence, they celebrate His birth
once a month and twice in April.” In Aus-
tria, Santa Claus makes his rounds ac-
companied by the Devil, who punishes mis-
chievous children and gives presents to the
well-behaved. Little renlicas of Saint Nick
and the Devil are placed under the Christ-
mas tree.

January 6 is known to the Argentines as
“Little Christmas,” and as “Di& de Reig”
or Day of Kings to the Brazilians. Mexican
children celebrate the holiday with fiestas
and fireworks. Their mythological Santa
Claus is called Quetzalcoatl, Quetzal for
short, and is pictured as a plumed or feath-
ered serpent. Non-Christian Japanese cele-
brate Sho-Gatsu, frequently referred to as
the “Japanese Christmas.” It, too, is a time
of giving gifts, sending cards, feasting,
drinking and merrymaking. Grampa Ko-
leda, the ancient god of winter, briﬁgs
Christmas pifts to Bulgarians. As the man
of the house strikes the burning yule log,
producing a rain of sparks, he will say:
“May the coming year bring this many
horses, this many sheep, this many pigs,”
etc. Yugoslavs cut a young oak for the yule
log, and this is done with great religious
ceremony. The sign of the cross is made
before the ax is used, The tree must fall
eastward at the moment of sunrise.

7



Mythe, Legends and Superstitions

Christmas celebration is filled with pa-
gan myths and superstitions, In some parts
of England, France and Germany it is be-
lieved that at midnight on Christmas Eve
oxen are able to speak:; that they fall on
their knees in honor of the newborn Jesus;
that all trees and plants along the banks
of the Jordan bow in reverence., It was
thought in Scandinavian countries that the
family dead-revisited their homes; meals
for the dead were spread and the families
slept in the straw, leaving their beds for
the ghosts’ enjoyment. The Irish believed
that the gates of paradise are left open at
midnight on Christmas Eve; anyone dying
at that moment enters at once, without
‘going to purgatory. Other lands believed
that it was unlucky to be born on Christ-
mas Eve; that such would become were-
wolves, Scotsmen, on the other hand, be-
lieved that “those born on Christmas Eve
or Good Friday have the power of seeing
spirits, and even commanding them.” In
Germany ' some superstitious: people still
believe. that ‘“‘between eleven and twelve
the night before Christmas water turns to
wine.” The Druids thought the mistletoe
had curative and protective powers; that
it was a divine branch that came down
from heaven; that the red berries of holly
were drops of blood of the pagan god Bal-
der; that enemies became immediate
friends under the mistletoe and 0 began
the “kissing under the mistletoe’ custom.
Mistletoe was made into amulets and also
a drink. The Druids would smack their lips
over it as a cure for all evil. Now lips are
smacked under it, however, not as a cure-
all, Some of these Kkissing orgies became
indeed violent, Around the world Christ-
mas is mingled with superstition, myths
and legend. In all this there is very little
but pure paganism.

What does any or all of this have {o do
with the birth of Christ or with Christian-

8

ity? Absolutely ndthing! Such are abom-
inable pagan practices that defame the
God of truth, Jchovah, and debase him

before the universe to the level of & sense-

less, barbarous god. Nor is Jesus honored
by always remembering him as a babe, He
is the triumphant One! the glorious spirit
creature that perfectly reflects God’s glory,
“the exact representation of his very be-
ing.” Jesus is now “Lord of lords and King
n; ¥ings,” “the leader and perfecter of our
faith.” Jesus nowhere commanded that his
birth be celebrated on any day. But he
did call on his followers to rejoice with
him in his victory. Unlike “baby worship-
ers” of Christmas time, Paul the apostle
declares: ‘“‘Consequently, from now on we
[Christians] know no man according to
the flesh. Even if we have known Christ
according to the flesh, certainly we now
know him so no more.” We know him as
our King. And we hail him, not by worship-
ing pagan gods or carrying on pagan cus-
toms, but rather by following the pattern
he set down for. us, He himself said: “If
anyone loves me, he will observe my word,
and my Father will love him.” “He that
has my commandrents and observes them,
that one is he who loves me.” Much lip
service and praise to the babe Jesus mean
nothing. Works, deeds, and not words, are
what count,.—Hebrews 1:3: Revelation 17:
14; Hebrews 12:2; 2 Corinthians 5:16: .
John 14:23, 21, New World Trans.

In face of truth, then, why lie about
Christmas’ being Christian when we know
definitely that it is not? Why not admit
that it is a pagan holiday void of Christian-
ity? Why celebrate Christmas at all? There
iz no good reason, other than to please
oneself and not God, which is idolatry.
Sincere Christmas celebrants need face the
truth if they wish not to incur God's dis-
pleagure, “The truth will set you free)’
——John 8:32, New World Trans.
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the loud-speaker of your
noises caused by natural static in the
mosphere, or by distant electrical storms,
aor by some local man-made noise genera-
tor? .

Well, had your radio been a super-
sensitive one and connected 1o a specialized
directional antenna, you would have heard
intermingled with the background noise

a distinet hissing sound entirely different.

from the common staticlike noises so fre-
quently  heard, Although considered to be
nuisances by the radio broadcasting fra-
ternity in general, yet it has been discov-
ered that when the local static noises are
screened out the remaining background
sounds are in reality caused by radio waves
from outer space, messengers carrying vi-
tal information concerming the size and
structure of the universe.

It was in August, 1931, when Jansky, a
scientist of the Bell Telephone Laborato-
ries, first began a series of systematic tests
in an effort to determine, if possibie, the
source of these mysterious radio noises
from space. Many peopie had been annoyed
by their irritating sounds, but, apparently,
nobody ever did anything about it. Jansky
determined to begin a search for their ori-
gin at least. Today, after more than two
decades of research by scores of scientists,
their source still remains a mystery.

Though not fully understood, yet,
strangely enhough, in the endeavor to dis-
cover their source, scientists haye found
new facts about the universe which were
little suspected at the time they began
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their investigations, As an outgrowtl. ot
Jansky’s research a vast new field of radio
astronomy has been opened up, Radio tele-
scopes have sprung up like the proverbial
“mushrooms” overnight so that today lit-
erally scores of them are in daily operation
the world over, The new science of radio
astronomy has been born.

Astronomers aver that its potentialities
for space exploration are far greater than
any optical telescope could possibly have,
This for the reason, among others, that
the “cosmic ears” of the radio telescope
can detect waves passing through vast
clouds of cosmic dust through which the
optical telescope cannot possibly see. Al-
ready these *‘cosmic ears’’ have expanded
the size of the universe to a distance of
more than 6,000,000,000 light years, Its
nearest optical rival, the “queen of tele-
scopes” on top of Mt. Palomar, California,
is limited in its vision to a mere 2,000,000,-
000 light-years’ distance. Thus, as an out-
growth of the radio tests that were begun
in 1931, the universe has been expanded to

man’'s gaze some twenty-sevenfold in so
short a time. Other triumphs by this
sprawling young giant are anticipated.
Since the days of Galileo the optical
telescope has been the dominant instru-
ment for astronomical research. By its use
man’s view of the physical heavens is lim-
ited to what can be seen by the use of light
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alone. Using such an instrument is analo-
gous to trying to scan the entire realm of
space from the inside of one small window
fixed in the side of a house, An optical
telescope can see only a narrow band of
light ranging from red to violet, a band
less than one octave wide; it is blind to
everything above the ultraviolet and be-
low the infrared.

Not so, however, with the radio tele-
scope. Its range of “vision” is far greater,
extending over many octaves far down to
centimeter radio waves near the broad-
casting spectrum. In effect, there is thus
added a wide new picture window to our
fictitious house through which astrono-
mers can scan the universe. Thus there are
now two windows made available to as-
tronomers: one using light rays and the
other using radio waves. Man's knowledge
of the universe can, therefore, be greatly
enhanced by peering through both win-
dows.

How They Work

How is it possible for a radio telescope
to “see” into the vast dome of the physical
heavens? When astronomers use a radio
telescope, what do they “see,” or do they
see? Are there radio stations in the skies
for astronomers to hear? If so, where are
they located? What is the source of their
power? Intriguing questions these, indeed!
But, believe it or not, there are radio trans-
mitters aflpat in the heavens, powerful
ones, too; transmitters that never cease
their broadcasting, day or night. That this
is true was not definitely known before
the advent of radio telescopy. Now there
is no doubt about their existence, They are
being tuned in, are being heard, and their
outputs are being measured daily.

In considering the manner whereby ra-
dio telescopes operate, at the outset it must
be said that in the strictest sense they do

not “see” as one does with his eyes. They
10

operate in much the same way as any su-
persensitive radio receiver does; the output
is sound. The sound, however, may be (and
generally is) translated automatically to
some form of graph and thus is “seen”
just as is done when what an optical tele-
scope “sees’’ is translated to a photograph.
In the final analysis both kinds of tele-
scopes may thus be said to ‘“‘see” into
space. |

An ordinarvy radio receiver such as is
used in the home employs an antenna that
picks up radio waves coming from all di-
rections. In order to be useful as a tele-
scope a specialized antenna system must be
employed, one that is highly directional
and is capable, therefore, of receiving ra-
dio waves from a small area in the sky
only to which it is pointed. The most mod-
ern telescopes use an antenna structure
having the shape of a hugh parabolic dish
of open metallic construction. The larger
such an antenna is, the greater is the ca-
pability of a telescope to concentrate its
beam of “vision” in a small area in the
skies. There is one presently in use that
has a diameter of 600 inches, three times
the diameter of the mirror on Mt Palo-
mar.

The parabolic antenna of a telescope
must be so mounted that it can be made
to scan the heavens in the same manner as
is done with opfical telescopes. They are
mounted on frames whose motions are
precisely controlled by time clocks. There-
by the telescope may be set on any point
in the sky above the horizon and be made
to follow automatically the apparent mo-
tion of the point as the earth slowly rotates
on its axis.

The radio receivers used in telescopes
possess highly specialized circuits and are
of great sensitivity. In order to hear some
of the sounds proceeding from interstellar
space they must be capable of qetecting
radio waves so weak that the ecircuit noises
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in the receiver itself far overpower the
incoming waves. This can be done only
by employing special devices to mask out
the inherent receiver noises. It at once
becomes apparent that an ordinary radio
receiver such as is used in the home would
be far too weak for telescopic work. There
are certain radiations from outer space,
however, that do come within the range of
any ordinary radio receiver., .

Having our telescopic paraphernalia now
all set and ready to use, we shali turn it
to the skies to *“‘see’” what can be “heard”
with our new “cosmic ear.” The sun being
the mighty radio broadecaster it is, let us
turn our telescope toward it first. The sun
is 866,000 miles in gdiameter, so large by
comparison that a radio telescope may be
made to scan its entire disk progressively
with gaod resolution. And what do we find?
This: that its radiations of light, from red
to violet, constitute but a small percentage
of the total band of frequencies that it
radiates. By making suitable tuning ad-
justments in the telescopic receiver, radio
waves extending irom the relatively short
infrared radiations to waves in the meter
region of the spectrumn may be detected;
but not continuously, however, There are
gaps in the radio window through which
waves_cannot pass, These gaps are caused
by molecular absorption in earth’s atmos-
phere and by ionospheric reflection. When
the parabolic antenna is directed toward
the sun the intensity of the noise heard is
always much greater than when it is di-
rected toward the open sky. Thus proving
that the source of the noise radiations is
in the sun.

When focusing the parabola on the sun
continuously for many hours or days at
a time, we find that the steady hoise from
a quiet sun is punctuated at irregular in-
tervals by huge outbursts of sound, These
outbursts ofien exceed that of the quiet
sun by some ten thousand times, They

DECEMEBER 8, 1955

exist but a few seconds or minutes at the
most. During sunspot activity the average
level of the quiet sun necise is greatly in-
creased, again indicating the sun to be
the source of the noise,

When one is studying the sun’s outbursts
in more detail a significant fact is ab-
served: sometimes these bursts are ob-
served to exist on several different wave
lengths, but not simultaneously. A burst
observed on a particular wave length will
be found to manifest itself on a longer
wave length a few minutes later on, The
amount of the delay is a gauge whereby
scientists can estimate the depth within
the sun from which the burst originated,
The absorption within the solar ionosphere
i1s believed to be the cause of the time de-
lay and shift in wave length. When the
telescope is focused on a sunspot group
the noise heard is greatly increased, again
indicating the source to be the sunspot
area.

Other measurements on sunspots show
the radiations to be circularly polarized,
Just as should be expected to come from a
huge vortex of magnetic energy such as
sunspots are believed to be., Since any ra-
dio waves coriginating in the sun and ob-
served on earth must pass through the full
thickness of earth’s atmosphere to be de-
tected, one of the vital adjuncts to radio
telescopy, and one which benefits meteor-
ologists, is a direct measurement of any
vagaries that might exist in the structure
of the atmosphere and ionosphere, Radio
telescopic measurements of sunspot activ-
ity have demonstrated conclusively that
radio-wavé propagation on earth, magnetic
storms and sunspot mambers are directly
related to one another,

Space Speaks

The sun is a next-door neighbor in so
far as the “cosmic ears" of the radio tele-
scope are concerned. It is only fifteen
millionths of one light year distant from
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the earth. Radio waves from four quadril-
lion times the distance to the sun have been
detected by the “cosmic ear.” The immen-
sity of the power required to transmit over
go great a distance can only be imagined.
But what is the source of the power? the
inquiring mind wonders, There are scien-
tists who conjecture that the radiations
originate from stars that once existed in
the remote past but since have exploded
and disintepgrated themnselves, their energy
being dissipated throughout space.
Others have reasons to believe {and re-
search has demonstrated their conclusions
to be correct) that the source of the power
resides in vast clouds of hydrogen gas
afloat in space. One such is Professor
H, C. Van de Hulst of the Leiden Observa-
tory in Holland. He predicted in 1944 that
a distinct note should be found in the ca.
cophony of sounds from space in the
twenty-one-centimeter region, In 1951 re-
gsearchers tuned their telescopes to the fre-
quency of 1420 megacycles (21 centi-
meters wave length or 1,420,000,000 cycles
per second) and to their amazement a
distinet high-pitched monotone was dis-
covered just as was predicted. Great clouds
of hydrogen gas are known to exist in
interstellar space, as has been proved by
making spectroscopic analysis of the light
radiated from gas in the vicinity of hot
stars. The heat from the stars ionizes the
gas, causing it 1o radiate light, which, in
turn, can be analyzed and identified.
Sweeping the parabeola across-the sky
it has been discovered that there are many
discrete pin-point spots in the heavehs
from which powerful radio waves are be-
ing transmitted and which bombard the
earth incessantly. Several hundred of these
points have been discovered to date. They
are known as radio stars for the reason
that they can be “seen” by radio telescopes
only, just a few being visible to optical tele-
scopes. What they are is an enigma. The
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power they radiate, in general, is greater
than that from the sun, even though the
sun is much nearer to the earth. One par-
ticutarly strong radio star is located in
the constellation Taurus near our galactic
equator. Many others are along the same
galactic line, In fact, it has been found that
the radio telescope is more precise in de-
fining the boundary of our galaxy than is
the optical telescope.

In the constellation Cygnus, which is
about 30,000,000 light years distant, a par-
ticularly interesting star has been discov-
ered. This one contributes a number of
tones simultaneously to the “music of the
spheres,” and, further, the tones it con-
tributes are not constant in intensity but
are variable as though adding rhythm to
the “symphony of the heavens.” Signals
from Cygnus have been measured on 60,
85, 100, 1530 and 200 megacycles. Also, the
polarization of its radiations is not con-
stant such as that from sunspots. Hence,
the cause of Cygnus' radiations may be
due to a new kind of phenomenon different
from what exists in the sun.

New cosmic radio transmitters are be-
ing discovered almost daily. Recently an
intense tone has been found in the 3,300
megacycles (9 centimeters wave length)
region from our own galaxy. Another
was found in the “Orion"” nebula, which
is about 1,000 light years from the earth:
and another in the “Swan™ nebula,
which is about 3,000 light years distant.
The latter two transmitters are located
within our own galaxy and are exceptional-
ly powerful. Surely there is here a fruitful
field of research opened wide for radio
telescopy to answer the many bafiling
questions raised concerning these messen-
gers from space. In time the answers may
be found.

From the brief discussion of whar radio
astronomy has discovered within the two
short decades of its existence, it becomes
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quite -apparent that the earth is immersed
in a gigantic sea of electrical radiations
that permeates all spade. “Cosmic ears”
disclose that the night is not silent; space
is not dead. Instead, the evidences are clear
that the universe is a living, vibrant eniity
which was designed by an intellipent Cre-
ator and purposed to continue on through-

out time indefinite. Improved types of

““Jacob’s ladders” may yet be invented that

will further enhance man’s vision of the
physical heavens, When they are, then as-
the vision of intelligent men is enhanced,
50 will also be enhanced the vision of the
majesty and the power of the great Being
who created them all, Jehovah God.

ERE is hardly a person in the world
that would not want to be attractive.
Most of us can be by being well-dressed.
It does not take a lot of money or beautiful
clothes 1o dress well. ““In buying apparel,”
says one fashion authority, “money is less
imporiant than it is in the case of almost
every other commodity. I've known mil-
lionaires—by sight, at least—who invaria-
bly looked badly groomed, even sloppy, in
their expensive clothes. And I've known
plenty of so-called white-collar workers,
with very little money to divert to their
clothes purchases, who always looked like
the proverbial million dollars! It’s all in
the ‘know-how’ of selecting,
wearing and caring for your
clothes.”

To be attractively
dressed sipnifies a
number of things. It
implies a beauty of
face and figure, and

- pendent on simplicity
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clothes that are de-

of design, on suitabil-
ity to person and en-
vironment and on im-
peccable grooming.
It also implies pood
health, proper poise
and a pleasant pos-
ture. It suggests har- .
mony of colors, a subtle emphasis of design
and rhythm of lines in the costwme. It, in
substance, says, “The clothes you are wear-
ing fit your personality. They speak well of
you. You have become pleasing to the eye
—attractive.”

Clothes are not to hide or camouflage
the wearer, even though at times they do
create an optical illusion. A correct and
becoming garment is not only pleasing in
itself, but it will highlight the wearer, en-
hancing the beauty €f the face and body.
Therefore the costume should not be more
forceful, more striking, than the person
wearing it. Otherwise it would detract
from one’s attractiveness. The garment
should serve as a backeground for one’s
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personallty, Jesus of Nazareth, who wore
a flne garment worth casting lots for, told
his disciples to “take a lesson from the
lilies of the field, . ., I say to you that not
even Solomon in all his glory was arrayed
as one of these.” The lily is breath-takingly
beautiful. Its color and size are perfectly
balanced, its lines are smooth and soft and
its ornamentations are few but exquisite.
Its delicate features blend perfectly into
its leafy background, It silently compli-
ments Jehovah its Creator, Men and wom-
en should so attire themselves.—Matthew
6:28, 29, New World Trans.

To help.you to make a pleasant appear-
ance, first acquire a large or full-length
mirror and then make an honest appraisal
of yourself, Sometimes a glance in a mirror
is most disconcerting. But be of good cour-
age. Analyze yourself. Know the color of
your skin, the shape of your face, the color
of your eyes, etc. Find out why certain
colors look better on you than others do.
Be as critical of yourself as you are of
your neighbor and you will find room for
progress and improvement, Try not to copy
what other people wear, because what may
look fine on them may not look good on
you at all. Purchase clothes that suit you
and fit your personality. Be yourself, not
someone else. This takes courage.

Basls for an Atiractive Appearance

The foundation for an attractive appear-
ance is based on harmony of color and de-
gign. To produce harmony there must be
a certain amount of uniformity between
colors, lines and shapes in the garment,
Just enough contrast and variety should

be. added to avoid monotony and so that
the costume might ssring forth with new
life and interest. This harmony and equal-
ity develop a sense of confidence and dig-
nity and calmness in the wearer,

Another means of creating inferest in
a design is through emphasis, This is done
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by attracting more attention to one part
of the garment than to other parts, The
entire costume should have only one focal
point, one center of interest. Usually this
is the face. But often attention is directed
to other sections of the body. If one has
lovely hands and wishes to draw attention
to them, a dainty white frili at the wrist
will do the trick, or a sparkling ring or
bracelets, The duchess of Windsor, not
wishing to call attention to her short fin-

‘gers, seldom wears rings. A necklace re-

peating the color of the eves will call
attention to a beautiful throat and an at-
tractive face. A wide belt will flatter a tiny
waist. Jewelry should not be worn thought-
lessly, but only after careful study before
a mirror. It should be chosen for its rela-
tionship to face and neckline of the wearer
and to harmonize with the design of the
costume, Accessories should always appear
integrally a part of the costume design and
never as something extra, thrown in,

It is well to remember that the eyes are
capable of enjoying only a few things at
a time, If emphasig is stressed in several
places, then the picture becomes bilurred
and the entire effect is destroyed. The
amount of emphasis to use depends largely
on your personality. If you are the dra-
matic fype of person, striking in appear-
ance, you can wear clothes with exotic
color combinations and unusual in design,
because they enhance your.characteristics.
But, if you are the quiet, reserved type of
person you should temaper the lines and
colors of your wardrobe, Your costume
should serve simply as background for
your personality, Elizabeth Hawes re-
ferred to this harmony when she said:
“1 believe that the color of a woman’s dress
must be becoming to hér mind.” This
means that clothes should proclaim the
man or woman, and they will, if you are
properly dressed.
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The Secrel of Simplieity |

What to strive for is emphasis simplicity,
a simplicity in design that is pleasant and
feminine, that carries with it a spirit of
restraint that is subtle and beautiful. To
assure yourself the right amount of this
subtle simplicity, stand before a large mir-
ror after you are completely dressed, then
take off all irrelevant detail, This will elim-
inate any accessories that are not needed
to improve the beauty of the costume, The
Greek and Japanese schools of art insisted
upon the need of simplicity for beauty.
Apostles Paul and Peter called upon Chris-
tian women to do away with needless ac-
cessories that detract from the natural
feminine beauty.” Paul said: “Likewise I
desire the women to adorn themselves in
well-arranged dress, with modesty and
soundness of mind, hot with styles of hair
braiding and gold or pearls or very expen-
sive garb, but in the way which befits wom-
en professing to reverence God, nhamely,
through good works.” Fashion experts up-
hold Paul. They assert that especially
American women have the terrible habit
of overadorning themselves, One author-
ity remarked: “QOccasionally one sees a
woman who Jooks as though she has as-
sembled on herself the accumulation of
all the ideas she has been exposed to.” By
doing so she violates the rule of balance,
simplicity and modesty. Also, good taste
in clothes Iin one country may be bad in
another. But complete simnplicity, achieved
by a clever cut and proper fitness, can be
worn almost anywhere in the world with-
out offense.—1 Timothy 2:9, 10, New
World Trans.; 1 Peter 3:3, 4.

To be well-dressed is to be comfortable
in anything you wear—comfortable physi-
cally because you can forget that you have
on a new outfit, comfortable mentally be-
cause you know that you are dressed well.
To enjoy this comfort, each part of the

costume must appear to belong with the
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other parts. They must also match the per-
son wearing them, the season of the year,
the time of the day, the occasion to which
they are to be worn and the accepted style-
of the day. Clothes should match one's
years, t0o. Often college girls err by se-
lecting clothes that are too sophisticated
for their youthful age, A youthful persnr:
can look attractive in almost anything,
but the mature person needs the distinwetion
of lovely textures. Aging usually produces
a mellowing of character that should be
reflected in clothes so that the costume
does not seem more dominant than the
person.

Margaret T. Biddle defined an elegant
worman as ‘“‘not neecssarily the one who
wears the latest fashion, but one who
wears what 1s becoming to her, She is the
woman who carefully selects a suit in good
material, without an exaggerated line, and
wears 1t for several years, choosing new
accessories from time to time to bring it
up to date. . . . A truly elegant woman is
never conspicuous in-the sense of wearing
something eye-cornpelling. She is conspic-
uous for her simplicity, for her harmony
of line and color and for her sense of the
right dress for the right occasion. A wom-
an should be harmonious within and
without,” From a man's viewpoint, “a well-
dressed woman,” said James C. Bell, “is a
woman who makes you look twice without
saying ‘Oh,” " An old criterion for a pleas-
ant appearance was a costume so fitting
and lovely that there was no outstanding
detail that could be remembered by ob-
servers. The only thing they recalled was
that the wearer locked beautiful. This is
hailed as “the ultimate aim for good em-

phasis and subordination.”

rrooming Up the Male

Most of the principles that make up a
pleasant wardrobe for the female can also
be applied to the male. It is just as impor-
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tant for men to choose becoming colors as
it is for the women. And it is just as of-
fensive for men to wear too many colors
at one time as it is for the women. One
fashion authority declares that men should
not appear to be “too neat, too matched up,
too color-schemed, and too snugly fitted.
Men should aim for nonchalance and in-
dividuality without novelty.”

Men should command respect in the.

world. Overpadded shoulders, too-long
sleeves, wide lapels make the body look
graceless and clumsy. For a neat appear-
ance trousers shouid not be drooping be-
low a sagging and protruding abdomen,
And as far as jewelry is concerned, a seal
ring worn on the little finger, a- wedding
band, a wrist watch, or identification
bracelet should suffice. Diamonds are not
regarded as man’s best friend,

The secret of the well-groomed male
lies in his constant care of his wardrobe.
To keep his clothes in tiptop shape means
for him to spruce them up for the next
wearing before putting them away at

night, It also means he hangs them up
carefuily, makes minor repairs and does
touch-up pressing. His shoes are polished.
This restores and preserves the oils in the
leather and protects them against water
and scuffing. He uses wooden shoe trees
that hold the original shape of the shoe.
His hat is brushed off after each day’s
wear with a medium-soft brush. His ties
are spotless, his pants pressed and his
shirts eclean. His hat is well blocked. A
well-dressed man not only looks better but
feels better. It is difficult for anyone to
withhold a pleased expression at the sight
of an attractive man or woman. Every
man should realize that he is paying one
of the nicest of all cempliments to his Cre-
ator if he is neat and clean both in body
and in mind; also when he is intelligent
and well-dressed.

The next time you look into a mirror
and see a mess, remember the Chinese
proverb: *“Three-tenths of good looks are
due to nature; seven-tenths to dress.”

What Makes Men Strong?

4 In answering the above question recently, J. Edgar Hoover, director of the United
States Federal Bureau of Investigation, referred to Proverbs 3:5, which says:
“Trust in the Lord [Jehovahl with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.” Hoover's comment, as publshed in This Week magazine for July
18, 1954, was:

. “Through many years of active life, and the obseirvation of many kinds of peo-
plte, I have found that the strongest, wisest, most competent and rellable man is
also the Arst to adrpit his inadequacy. Contradictory though it may sound, he is
strong because he ijs humble—and remembers always that man is the creation of
God. No rule of life is more basic. When man ‘leans on hiz own understanding’
. .. when he lives by his own strength . . . when he boasts of probing the mysteries
of the atom, the depths of the sea or the secrets of outer space—he forgets God and
claims he is his own master, The result is untold suffering. Even though one's po-
sition is maintained, even though material wealth increases, success quickly turns
to failure when God has been forgotten. There is no peace of mind, no personal
satisfaction, no personal experlence of inward joy. To ‘trust in the Lord with all
thine heart’ is a mark of strength, And it is the only path to happiness, success
and true fulfillment.”
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IN THE BAHAMAS

By “'Awakel” correspondent in the Bahamas

HEN we first saw the ‘“Faith,” she

had just arrived in the Nassau port
from New York, She looked the worn trav-
eler, yet she had an air of complacent
sprightliness about her. “Faith” is a trim
craft 72 feet long with a beam (width) of
18 feet. With twin screws (propellers)
powered by twin diesel engines she is ca-
pable of developing 145 horsepower and has
a cruising speed of about 11 knots. The
owner of this beautiful craft is the Watch
Tower Society. The boat is loaned out to
the Society’s missionaries who are as-
signed to preach God’s kingdom in the
many islands of the Bahamas.

After the necessary painting was done
to keep the boat looking shipshape and for
protection against the rot and rust that
the sea will cause, the seven full-time min-
isters assigned to the craft set out to sea
to their territory. It was an adventurous
journey, to say the least, The shallow wa-
ters of the Atlantic surrounding the Ba-
hamas are among the most beautiful to be
found anywhere in the world, The sea is

streaked with brilliant green, butter yel-
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low, and in the deep water it 1s deep blue,
When the northerly winds blow hard in
the winter season these attiractive waters
become extremely hazardous to sail. Most
of our traveling happened to be under such
circumstances. The worst time we had was
when we broke through a narrow channetl
between two cays in the Exuma group
called Galliot Cut. A northeasterly wind
was blowing. The tide and the wind seemed
to be working against each other, forming
sharp gulleys between waves, into which
we pitched and rolled. Though the boat
has much freeboard (distance between line
and deck) the waves would sometimes en-
culf the bow and spill over the roof on the
bridge. But it was not always as rough
as that. When the winds abated, the sea
became calm. We forgot the discomfort
of the rough weather and enjoyed the soli-
tude of a sea sometimes as smooth as glass.

Looking down in seven or eight fathoms
of water we could see the fish and sea crabs
scurrying for their holes in the sea bed.
Sting ray could be seen swimming along
the bottom. In the deeper water on mod-
erate and calm seas we could see those
happy-go-lucky playboys of the sea, the
porpoise, gamboling about the boat. In
shallow water they would come around the
boat and, with a look of mirthful mocking
on their faces, seem to say: “What fools
you human mortals be!” It is not unusual,
either, to see startled schools of flying fish
break from the water in flight like an
alarmed flock of birds from a meadow. As
we observed the many multicolored fish
of all shapes and sizes moving gracefully

and sometimes swiftly about, we could not
help but ponder over our Creator’s un-
limited diversity of design in even these
undersea creatures.

The Faith, though drawing only five
feet of water, was not able to get Into all
the settlements because of the shallowness
of the water and unprotected harbors. It
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was here that profitable use was made of
the dinghy with an outboard motor, which
at times was used to travel up to twelve
sea miles in one direction along the coast
of the islands to reach the people. At times
it was necessary to drag the dinghy over
reefs, or push and haul it for long distances
through shallow water because of falling
tide or darkness, making the channel a
baffling course to follow. A Ilot of travel
between places on land was done on foot,
cycle or vehlcle,

A Congenial People

Our first call was made two days after
leaving the Nassau harbor. Being unfamil-
iar with the waters, we traveled slowly
because of the coral heads rising out of
the bottom of the sea. This first settlement
was a tiny cay (pronounced key) with six
inhabitants. Six ministers climbed into the
dinghy and went ashore, There they re-
mained for almost an hour preaching about
God’s kingdom to six attentive audiences.
It was necessary to do quite a bit of talking
because only one of ‘the listeners could
read.

As we approached the various settle-
ments people would sometimes come out
to meet us in their small sailboats. The
islanders would generally think we were
tourists on a cruise. They would give us
valuable information about rocks close to
the surface, good holding ground for the
anchor to get the firmest grip, and the safe
channel in or out of the harbor or anchor-
age, Usually we would sound our way in
by throwing a line with a weight of lead
attached to it ahead of the boat to ascer-
tain the depth of certain unlikely looking
parts of the bottom and to know the depth
of the bottom in general,

The people would always show great in-
terest in the purpose of our visit to their
particular settlement. When they learned
who we were, that we were Jehovah's wit-
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nesses and that we planned to call on every
home in the village with the Kingdom mes-
sage and give . a public Bible discourse in
the evening, it was unnecessary to hurry
through the settlement and announce the
talk. In a matter of minutes almost every-
one in the settlement knew our plans, News
travels swiftly among these people. For
example: We broke through the cut in the
reef at a settlement on Great Exuma and
sounded our way to a safe anchorage. A
small boat sailed alongside, became ac-
quainted with our business and left. We
went ashore about 4 p.m., arranged where
the talk should be given and proceeded to
give a thorough witness at each door in
the community, At 7 p.m., in the middle
of the road, a talk by the light of a gas Ian-
tern was given to 120 people with little
effort on our part to advertise it.

Our audiences have been from five to
two hundred in size, We have delivered
public Bible talks, so far, in churches, lodge
halls, schools, air force barracks, roadsides
and in private homes. At one place a talk
was given on the beach in the moonlight
while the audience of sixty people sat on
fallen palm trees or on the white sand.
Truly, a most peaceful setting for listening
to the message of everlasting peace and
happiness in God's new world.

Experiences Galore

This has been a journey of heartening
and interesting experiences. These friendiy
people made it their concern to see that
we were housed and fed while we preached
in their villages. We are not a “new re-

ligion” to most of the places we have been.
Some have heard of our message while in
Nassau, others received literature from
friends and relatives as gifts, and there
were some who already had the new pub-
lications released at the Yankee Stadium
assembly in New York in July, 1953,
Many of these kind people still remember
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the old pioneer sister who preached in
these islands during the nineteen thirties.
This hardy sister, now T6, came along with
us on one of our trips. As she talked with
one island woman, the woman remarked:
t‘Mrs. G—— had called on me years ago
and placed literature with me, but I guess
she’s dead now.” Was the woman surprised
to learn that Mrs. G—— was the woman
she was talking to and that she was very
much alive and once again visiting the
islands!

Seldom, if ever, will anyone refuse to
discuss the Bible. Instead they will say:
““Oh, yes, mister! I always have time to
hear the Word of God.” Then they will in-
vite you in to sit down and talk with you
about God, the Bible and its promises.
After a woman displayed great knowledge
of God’s Word she was asked where she
got her understanding, Her reply was that
she borrowed a book from her neighbor a
few years ago and that the book “is real
true.” The book turned out to be “Lef God
Be True”, At another call a man said that
he wished that he could get hold of more
books like the one he received years ago.
“There is no organization like the one that
published that book,” he said. The highly
nraised book was Prophecy, the organiza-
tion that published it, the Watch Tower
Society. Was he glad to learn who we were!

But not all welcome the Scriptures with
such great enthusiasm. On the island of
Exuma a schoolteacher used part of his
teaching period to warn his pupils about
the missionaries of Jehovah’s witnesses
preaching throughout their villages, He
advised them if they were wise they would
not listen to these missionaries., But when
three days later one of Jehovah's witnesses
called at his door, he stood dnd listened and
asked many questions and agreed on many

ot the things brought to hls atrention Irom
the Bible, Perhaps he found his own advice
improper to follow and no doubt is the
wiser for it, At another island a priest ar-
gued about the validity of the trinity doc-
trine with one of the missionaries. That
same afternoon he got up in the pulpit and
preached a lie—that Jehovah’s witnesses
do not believe in God. No statement could
be farther from the truth. As a result of
the clergy's prejudiced opinions their flocks
are beginning to see them for what they
truly are. Their goatlike features are show-
ing and the sheep of Jehovah are fleeing
the false religious blockades and are com-
ing over to the one foid of Jehovah’'s mak-
ing.

Eleven of us missionaries in just a little
over three months traveled about 1,800
nautical miles and covered about 1,200 land
miles on foot, cycle and motor vehicle,
and put in, roughly, 3,800 preaching hours,

leaving with the people 3,900 pieces of

literature including Bibles, not to mention
the hundreds of tracts, besides obtaining
nearly 300 subscriptions for the Waich-
fower and Awake! magazines and deliver-
ing about sixty one-hour Bible lectures,
Thig report speaks for itseif as to the fertil-
ity of the field down here,

So it was with mixed emotions that we
watched the Faith and her ecrew sail away.
We felt sad to lose their loving companion-
ship, yet we rejoiced to know that this
boat and her crew will become a familiar
and welcome sight to truth seekers 1n
islands farther south, as she was to such
persons here. Because of her brief stay
here in the Bahamas numerous seeds of
truth have been planted that ‘“trees of”
righteousness” might grow to the honor
and praise of the Cne who makes all things
possible, namely, Jehovah God.

G
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motorist, to pet his auto out of a ditch,

jacked up his car's rear wheels, raced the
engine and ther gave a mighty push. He got
results. As he stared incredulously the auto sped
geross the road, cerashed through a fence and
raced deep into a meadow, Before the youth
could wipe off his open-mouthed amazement,
the empty vehicle turned around and sped back
across the field, went through the fehce with
another splintering crash and came to a stop
back in the same ditch. For his boomerang feat
the youth wag pgiven a ticket to the police court,
charged with failure to set the bhrakes with the
engine running.
{ In Tampa, Flor.la, a pedestrian was flned
$35 for an unusual kind of jaywalking. It seems
that a motorist stopped his car in a pedestrian
lane and refused to back up, So the perturbed
pedestyian simply walked over the car, pausing
for a moment to jump up and down on the hood.
{ In Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, a 27-year-old
atkorney was haled into
¢ourt for double parking.
He and a friend, to save
meter costs, had placed
their small foreign-made
autos in a single parking-
meter spot. In court the
attormey told the judpge:
“A vehicle that takes up two spaces has to pay
double, but there’s nothing in the boocks saying
tWo Cars ptﬂﬂp};ing only ong space have to pay
double,” The judge dismissed the case.
. In Niles, Ohio, police were informed that a
- parked car contajned a "dead man.,” Speeding
to the scene, the police found only a sleeping
man. The police asked for an expianation, Said
the motorist: “My wife is a shrew. When she
raises a fuss, I leave the house, drive around
awhile and fail asleep. Later, when I go home,
she welcomes me
with cpen arms.”
€ In' Brooklyn,
New York, nu-
merous com-
plaints led police
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mEﬁR Somerville, New Jersey, a 17-year-oid

to a 1937 Chevrolet coupe that had been parked
in front of its owmner’s house for eight years.
Police gave the owner of the auto & summons
for overtime parking. The owner objected, say-
ing that over the years he had driven the car.
His oblection was over-
ruled, for as the police
towed away the rickety
vehicle a youngster
plucked a growing plant
about a foot high from
the dirt that had accumu-
lated under the auto.

¢. At Memphis, Tenncs-
see, a freight train
stopped in front of a motorist, Clearly disquiet-
ed about the prospect of a long wait, the motor-
ist went on the offensive. He stepped out of his
auto, angrily uncoupled the last 78 cars and left
the engineer to steam onh for 14 miles before dis-
covering that he had lost his train.

€ In Eugene, Oregon, a woman driver stopped
to tell her tale of woe to police, She was driving
along the highway with her bright lights on.
A truck, coming from the opposite direction,
suddenly stopped in front of her. Wielding an
iron bar, the truck driver got out and smashed
bath of her headlights; then he drove on.

¢ An Associated Press item reported that a
man swore to the truth of the following story:
Driving toward New York city on a parkway, a
motorist had his car stall; s batlery was dead.
50 he llagged down another motorist, a woman,
to push him. Because his auto had an automatic
transmission, he explained that she wouid have
to push fairly fast--some 35 miles an hour. He
climbed back into his auto, waiting for the king
lady to line up her auto behind his. He wailted
and waited. Finally, he looked around to see
what was going on. She was coming, all right—
coming for him
at a good 35
miles an hour
speed. The crash
did P0G worth
of damage.

AWAKE!



Jor Southern Africa’?

By “Awnkel' carrespendsnt In Southarn Rhodesio

OO, WHEN this sound coceurred, the

raultitude came together and were
bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language.” (Acts 2:6,
New World Trans.) Thus it was that the
aposties were helped by holy spirit to over-
come a barrier that otherwise waonld have
been quite a problem in their ministry
work at Pentecost—the language harrier.
And this still remains a thing to be con-
tended with today.

Not a few of the world's many languages
are found in polyglot Africa. Aside from
the two main European languages of Eng-
lish and Afrikaans, southern Africa pos-
seases four main Bantu language groups
which are civided into some two hundred
langusges besides dialects. Of these about
cighty can be heard regularly in such
places as Johannesburg. Some Babel! Little
wonder that something should develop as
a medium: of speech communicaticn, Farm-
ers employ hundreds of African "“boys” of
different languages, Thousands, of diller-
ent tongues, find themsclves working to-
gether in the mines and on the railways,
all under the supervision of European
“hosses.” What a time these “bosses” wculd
have trying to learn the many different
languages'

What, then, is the solution to this Babel
of cornfusicn? From the lips of many will
corse the answer: “Fanagalo,” What is
Fanagalo? It is a hybrid larnguage devel-
oped in the latter half of the nineteenth
ecentury as a result of the efforts of the
different races, nationalities and tribes to
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make themsclves un- e i

dersiood by one an-

cther. By some it is

declared the “lingua franca {the common
language] of Souinh Africa.” Qthers seem
to view it as a necessary evil.

The origin of this hybrid is uacertzin.
Different copinions have been put forth,
including the one that Fanagalo had its
birth in the gold and diamond mines of
Johannesburg snd Kimberley. However,
the opinion hclding the greatest weight
and appearing most logical is that this
language originally hailed from Natal on
the east coast of South Africa. Reference
wgs made 10 it in this part of the country
in writings that go back as far as 1908,
showing it to be already well established.
From INatal this new and simple means of
communication spread to the diamond and
gold mines, and from there up into central
Africa. Some claim it has reached up as
[ar as Abyssinia.

Fanagalo, meaning “like this” or “thus,”
is also known as Kitchen Kafir, Mine Kafir,
Basic Bantu, Basic Zulu, Conversational
Zuku, elc. Some+of these names fit it well,
but others dre quite obviously misnomers.
Take, for instance, “Basic Bantu.” In
Southern Rhodesia, Farnagalo is even
taught in the technical schools under this
name, As already mentioned, the Bantu
languages are many and some of {hese
have nothing btasically in coramon with
cach other. And even if their vocabularies
were similar to that of most of Fanagalo,
still the grammatical struciure of the orig-

inal languages has been almost completely
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lost in Fanagalo. Where in the original
languages the reluting parts of speech are
beautifully tled in with the noun by the
use of prefixes, in Kitchen Kafir this is
lost in favor of the European’s use of the
definite article, Many other examples could
be given to show that, even if there was
such a thing as Basic Bantu, tHis term can-
not rightly be applied to Fanagalo.

The Language and Arguments for It

Actually Fenagalo does not seem to be
hagically anything, and this, ip a way, is
one of its chief assets, as it enables the
language to be easily adapted to environ-
ment, It is a hybrid that fits in with the
peculiarities of the area in which it is used.
A few examples will emphasize how Fana-
galo is composed of many languages, Take
the word sokismude, which means stock-
ing. It comes from the English word ‘“‘sock”™
and the Zoha word omude, which means
iong. The following sentence further illus-
trates the point: “Lo soja yena funa lo
melek gayena mbaimbai,” This says: *“The
soldier will want his milk later on.” Soja,
which means soldier, and mbaimbai, mean-
ing by-and-by, are both from the English
language, and melek is from wmelk, the
Afrikaans word for milk. Thus we see a
hodge-podge of languages,

Advocates of the development of Fana-
- galo make rather sweeping claims about it.
They say it is the solution {0 the linguistic
problern of southern Africa. Says one such
writer: “Fanagale is not an artificially-
manufactured language, like Esperanto.
. . . That Fanagalo is, on the conirary, a
vigorous and growing language must be
attributed to two main things: (1) it is
more easily and speedily Jearned than any
other language in the world. (2) It is a
widely spoken language, in constant use,
filling a real need.” Another, attempting to
show the need of a Kitchen Kafir vocab-

ulary, says; “A European landing in South
22

Africa must take some years to learn to
speak Zallu fluently. The average European
picks up sufficlent Kitchen-Kafir for his
immediate wants and ceases t0 trouble
about Zulu,” There is no doubt that Fana-
galo serves a purpose. The European “boss”
wants gomething done by his African em-
ployee, Friction may develop when the
African does not understand, Fanagalo
eases this situation somewhat. Admittedly,
it 1§ immeasurably easier to learn than one
of the real Bantu languages. Such are ar-
guments put up by its supporters.

Reasons for Opposition

On the other hand, powerful arguments
are brought forth by those who oppose
widespread use of this baby of languages.
They admit its usefulness in its sphere,
but decry the use of it promiscuously. As
a lingua franca it is definitely out, they say.
Since its vocabulary i= somewhai below
2,000 words, one has to be continually
making up phrases to express a thought
that js expressed by one word in other Yan-
guages. A good example is hayikona-stelek,
a phrase meaning “it is not there-strong,”
which must be used to express the simple
word “weak.” It iz a lazy man’s language
that prompts the majority to content them-
selves with Kitchen Kafir and who make
no attempt to learn any of the real Bantu
tongues. It has no culture, obviously, since
its scope is so confined. Its main use is

simply to enable the European to tell his

“boys” what he wants them to do. The
housewife confines her knowledge to what
she needs in the kilchen, The carpenter
confines his to carpentry, and so on. Says
an article published by Prof. J. A. Engel-
brecht and Dr. D. Ziervogel, of the De-
partment of Bantu Languages in {he Uni-
versity of Pretoria: “About the value there-
of as a means of getting by, no one wishes

to quibble. . . . The champions of Fanagalo
still regard the Bantu as a hewer of wood
AWAXKE!



and drawer of water, and not as a person
with his own emotions, culture and tradl-
tions, thus he is to them merely Wena boy,
tshetshisa enza lo £i! (You boy, hurry make
the tea!)” Rather than enhancing the cul-
ture of the Bantu people, Fanagalo merely
accentuates their position of subservience,
This brings us to one of the greatest
arguments against unnecessary and pro-
miscuous use of Fanagalo, and that is its
failure to improve race relations. To un-
derstand another race thoroughly one must
thoroughly understand their langauge, be-
cause it is only by this means that he
learns their customs and why they do
things the way they do, Without this
knowledge proper race relationship can
never be attained. Champions of the Bantu
languages say Fanagalo greatly hinders
this step toward racial understanding,
Fanagalo is not a Bantu language (Afri-
cans think that by speaking it they are
speaking the language of the whites) and
hence cannot express African culture and
customs, the knowledge of which is so es-
sential in understanding the African.
Finally, on this pojnt, it is interesting
" to note the words of D, T. Cole of Witwa-
tersrand University, Johannesburg: “In
the present circumstances Fanagale fulfills
a real need on the mines and in ¢ertain oth-
er industries where the multiplicity of lan-
guages creates an enormous problem of
communication. It is of great value in the

normal prosecution of work, in the pre-
ventlon of accidents, and in the mainte-
nance of satisfactory relations between the
workers, for lack of mutual understanding
may lead to friction and violence, Wher-
ever possible, however, its use is to be dis-

‘couraged, for to address the Bantu in this

debased jargon, if not insulting, is cer-
tainly not courteous. The future progress
and prosperity of South Africa are depend-
ent on the establishment of good will and
mutual respect between the different peo-
ples of the country, and one of the pre-
requisites for mutual understanding is the
knowledge of one another’s languages;
therefore the introduction of Bantu lan-
guages as subjects for study in European
schools must be heartily welcomed—but
Fanagalo is not one of these.”

What will happen to Fanagalo in the
near future? Will it actually become the
common language of southern Africa, or
will it be put away like an unwanted child?
Only time will tell. Meanwhile, one “pure
language,” “vigorous and growing,” is
spreading through southern Africa and all
the world, It is the language of the fruth,
the unifying message of God’s Word and
his kingdom. Though this message is spo-
ken in many different tongues, it really does
unite people of all different kinds of speech,
showing them the value of serving Jehovah
God with one consent and of being in the
unified, Christian, New World society.

AIR-CONDITIONING

¢ Man thought he really invented something new when he came up with air-
conditioning. But nature had it first. The honeybees, by using co-operation, have
air-conditioning in their “homes” summer and winter. In winter the hees ball
together in the hive. Those in the centet generate heat by moving constantly in
a sort of dance. At intervals, they change places. Those on the outside exposed
to the cold now move to the center. Come summer, groups of hees take up
positions near the entrance to the hive and keep their wings vibrating con-
tinuously. This hrings about circulation of the air, which, together with the
resulting evaporation fromn the nectar within, Keeps the hive cool and causes an

even temperature to be maintained.
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THE STOWAWAY WITH A SINISTER

; APPETITE
iy
Elcane ))‘ i+ | |
N &
A
\ I!Lg " By "Awake!” corrscpondent

in the Bahamas
44 AS she worms in
Nl her bottom?” in-
( l i quired an anxious yachts-
man. He was asking about
that archstowaway of ship-
dom, the worm with a costly and brazen taste
for wooden ships.
% For many centuries men have battled the
ghipworm. In early times dugout canoes Were
hauled out on the beach to thwart the stow-
away'’s voracious appetite. The ancient Greeks
had slaves apply asphaltum to the bottom of
their galleys. The Romans used sheet lead. To-
day paint manufacturers -have taken up the
fight by providing potent copper-bearing paints.
? Alas, no wood is completely immune! But to
be appetizing, wood must be well plckled in sea
water. Such a piece of soft wood might be at
tacked, in a month, by a horde of from three to
three thousand worms per square inch., But, to
avert famine, few worms go deep into the wood
when living conditions are more crowded than
eight per square ineh.
¥ Most of the damage done on American
coasts can be blamed on one of the hardest-
working members of the species, the teredo.
During the breeding season the prolific teredo,
which is both male and female in the same
body, spews out millions of sperm and eggs. The
larvae, about one one-hyndredth of an inch
long, swim about for two weeks to a month,
C Swlmming at depths ranging from three fo
fifteen feet, the larvae, by the time they are
ready for & meal of wood, have grown to the
glze of a smal] grain of sand, Having found a
piece of woed to its takte, the midget worm first
develops a hatchetlike foot. With this it search-
es about for a likely spot to commence opera-
tions. The entrance into the wood is small, just
a pinhole in size
% Here is a surprise: the shipworm is not ac-
tually a worm at all. It is o member of the clam
family. It develops a shell that does the cutting
inte the wood. A small sawlike shell divided in
the center does the grinding. The worm makes
thlg shell open and close at the rate of approxi-
mately ten complete swings a minute. Minute
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particles of wood are cut and swallowed. The
foot is used to keep tne shell working in the best
cutting position. At the other end, where the
pinhole entrance was made, contact is main-
tained with. sea water by two tubes. One of
thesae takes In microscopie iood irom the sea
while the other eliminates the waste products
of wood and sea water. The tubes always re-
main at the entrance, but the worm quickly
draws them in when danpger threatens.

‘¢! Although the shipworm is blind, it can esti-
mate the thickness of the wood in which it is

-Wworking and so predetermine its eventual size.

If working in a small single yacht planking, say
three-quartiers of an inch thick, its borrow will
always remain within the plank, never coming
to the surface. In such cramped quarters it may
grow to a length of only six inches. But when
working in larger majerials such as blg timbers,
an ambitious worm rmay sometimes grow about
an inch in diameter and six feet in length!

‘i The shipworm is very difficult to detect be-
cause of the small outside opening. But the
gnawing af the larger worms can be heard with
a stethoscope, the instrument a doctor uses
when he listens to your heart. Some men are
quite elated to find the Siamese type of ship-
worm., Then the stowaway stops eating and is
eaten himself, tor they eat the worm with zest.
‘& Shipworms have two deadly enemies in na-
ture: fresh air and fresh water. About two
weeks in fresh water will kill all the
stowaways, Fresh air usually killz these mas-
ter chiselers within five
days. Painting hastens
the stowawa¥'s death
becauke it closes up the
pinhole points of entiry.
So you can understand
why a sailor is much
concerned about dry-
docking and painting
his boat. More than
beauty is involved—his
life is. And what sailor
would allow stowaway
worms fTo shorten his
days?
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R WORD IS TRUT'., \/ oy

How Much Truth
in Christmas?

HROUGHOUT Christendom, Decem-

ber 25 is celebrated as the anniversary
of Christ’s birth called Christmas. Is it
true that Jesus was born on the 25th of
December? No, there is not an iota of truth
in it. The exact date of Jesus’ birth is not
known. This much, however, is certain:
he was not born December 25, not in the
month of December or AD. 1, All Serip-
tural and circurnstantial evidence points
to October 1, B.C. 2, as the approximate

time of his birth.

- When Elizabeth was with child, in the
sixth month, the angel of Jehovah ap-
peared to her cousin Mary, the mother
of Jesus, This was in December, six months
after John's conception in June, Instead
of being born in December the Scriptures
show that it was that month that Mary
was first visited by the angel’s announce-
ment. Consequently, Jesus was born hine
months later, around the latter part of
September or the first of October.—Luke
1:26, 27, 30, 31, 36.

That the birth of Jesus was in the early
autumn and not in December is further
shown by the fact that shepherds were in
the fields with their flocks before the rainy
season had set in, On this point the cele-
brated authority, Adam Clarke, has this
to say: “It was a custom among the Jews
to send out their sheep to the deserts, about
the passover, and bring them home at the
commencement of the first rain: during
the time they were out, the shepherds
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watched them night and day. As the pass-
over occurred in the spring, and the Arst
rain began early in the month of Marckes-
van, which answers to part of our October
and November, we find that the sheep were
kept out in the open country during the
whole of the summer. And as these shep-
herds had not yet brought home their
flocks, it is a presumptive argument that
October had not yet commenced, and that,
consequently, our Lord was not born on
the 25th of December, when no flocks were
out in the fields; nor could he have been
born later than September, as the Aocks
were still in the fields by night. On this
very ground the nativity in December
should be given up. The feeding of the
flocks by mght in the fields is a chronolog-
ical fact, which casts considerable light
upon this disputed point."—Clarke’s Com-
mentary, Vol. 5, page 370; Ezra 10:9, 13;
Luke 2:8-20.

. Moreover, Luke's account ({(3:21-23)
states that when Jesus reached thirty vears
of age he was baptized in the Jordan River.
We cannot imagine Jesus’ being baptized
in Jordan’s ¢old December waters, nor can
we visualize John in these waters baptiz-
ing repentant Jews, September or October
waters are ideal. Also, it can be shown
from scriptures that Jesus was nailed to
the tree when he was thirty-three and a
half years old. His death occurred at pass-
over time, in the spring of the year, then
Jesus must have been born thirty-three
years and six months previously, or in the
fall of the year.

Furthermore, the -Bible does indicate,
at least approximately, the date on which
Jesus was born. How so? Through proph-
ecy recorded at Daniel 9;24-27. This proph-
ecy foretells that from the time of the
giving of the command to rebuild Jeru-
salem until the coming of the Messiah
would be sixty-nine weeks of years, or 483
years. The command went forth 455 B.C.
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There was no year 0 B.C, or 0 A.D.; there-
fore from 455 B.C. to A.D. 29 was 483
years, A.D. 290 Jesus was thirty years
old, That year he was anointed with God's
holy spirit, becoming the Messiah, Christ,
If Jesus was thirty A.D. 29 his birth must
have occurred in 2 B.C—Luke 1:26-45;
3:1-4, 23.

Here is another way to determine that
date. In the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius, John the Baptist began his min-
istry, at which time John was thirty (about
April 1). Six months later Jesus was thirty.
That would be about October 1, in the six-
teenth year of Tiberius Caesar. Tiberius’
first year began August 19, AD, 14; his
fifteenth would end August 18, A.D. 29,
‘Hence if Jesus was thirty at about Octo-
ber 1, 29, that means that his birth thirty
years earlier must have been about Oc-
tober 1, 2 B.C. :

“But why argue abouf the date?” say
some people. “It makes no difference what
date you celebrate as long as you rement-
ber the birthday of Christ.” As Willard J.
Pysher erroneously wrote in his article
“Back to Christmas”: “Christian churches
have always celebrated the birth of Christ
from the start.” True, the date is not im-
portant, and, for that matter, neither is
the celebration, In fact, the whole idea of
celebrating Christmas as the birthday of
Christ is entirely foreign to true Christian-
ity. It is repugnant to all those today who
desire to worship God in spirit and in truth,

Birthday Celebrations Not Christian

To celebrate birthdays is a pagan and
not a Christian practice. As one of the
“early church fathers,” Origen of Alex-
andria (A.D. 185-254), observed: “In the
Scriptures sinners alone, not saints, cele-
brate their birthday.” The Encyclopedia
Americana, 1942 edition, Vol. 6, page 623,
states: “The Christian usage in general
was to celebrate the death of remarkable
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persons, rather than their birth.” And so
it is that the day and hour of Jesus’ death,
also the length of time he was in the grave,
the time of his resurrection and ascension
are all recorded in the Scriptures, but not
his birth, Jesus Christ nowhere instructed
his disciples to celebrate his human birth-
day on either the legitimate day or any
fictitious date, but he did give a positive
command regarding the celebration of his
death: “Keep doing this in remembrance
of me,” said he. The celebration of Christ-
mas on a day that was dedicated to a pa-
gan false god is a concession to heathenism,
a compromise with demonism. No wonder
neither Jesus nor his disciples would have
anything to do with it.—Luke 22:19, New
World Trans.

As for the statement by Pysher that
“Christian churches have always cele-
brated the birth of Christ from the start,”
authorities say there is no truth in it. The
Catholic Encyclopedia states: “Christmas
was not among the earliest festivals of the
Church. Irenaeus and Tertullian omit it
from their lists of feasts.” Encyclopeedia
Britannica declares: “Christmas (i.e., the
Mass of Christ). Christmas was not among
the earliest festivals of the church.” The
Encyclopedia Americana, 1942 edition,
Vol. 6, page 623, comments: “Christmnas.
It was, according to many authorities, not
celebrated in the first centuries of the
Christian church.” Further on this point
Peppy G. Oppencander, in her article
“Christmas: Holy Day vs. Holiday,” makes
this admission: “The Nativity was not
celebrated by the very first Christians.
They were [ar more concerned with the
facts and implications of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. In fact, churchman Origen
in the third century assailed any notion of
observing the birthday of Christ, ‘as if he
were a king Pharaoh.’ Only slowly did cu-
riosity grow about the birth of Jesus. We
have no records of any celebrations of the

AWAKE!



Nativity before the middle of the fourth
century, when Christmas services and
feasts were finally sanctioned by the Pope.”
So suffice it to say that the above statement
by Pysher is without foundation in fact.

How, then, did the December 25 celebra-
tion come to be? Answers the Catholic En-
cyclopedia (Vol, 3, page 727): “The well-
known solar feast, however, of Natalis
Invicti (Birthday of the Uncongueredi,
celebrated on 25 December, has a strong
claim on the responsibility for our Decem-
ber date.” The Encyclopeedia RBritannica,
9th edition, Vol. 5, page 611, supports this
view, stating: “By the fifth century, how-
ever, whether from influence or some tra-
dition, or from the desire to supplant
heathen festivals of that period of the year,
such as Saturnalia, the 25th of December
had been generally agreed upon.” Discuss-
ing this point further, H, Gardner, in his
book Leb’s Celebrate Chrisimas, writes:
“We are told that after considerable delib-
eration Pope Julius, in A.D. 350, estab-
lished December 25th for the festival in
Rome, but there is much discrepant testi-
mony. It was nearly a hundred years later
(A.D. 440) that it was established in Jeru-
salem. But both in the East and the West,
December 25th had long been a great pa-
gan festival of the winter solstice, when
the retreatfing sun turns again, and renews
the year, and the days begin to lengthen.
It was a joyous feast, and the world needed
joy. So it was that the pagan festival of
the ‘unconquerable sun’ gave way to the
Christian festival of the true Sun.”

So it all began with paganism. As every
reputable encyclopedia will show, even the
exchanging of gifts, the making use of
holly, the mistletoe and the yule log, the
Christmas tree and the singing of carols,
the dancing and the feasting are all of
pagan origin and were all gradually graifted
into the so-called “Christian” church dur-
ing or after the fourth century A.D. Ter-
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tullian and others tell how exchanging of
gifts was a part of the Saturnalia celebhra-
tion. And the hymns they sang at that
pagan feast were predecessors to the
Christmas carols. Says Pysher: “Many
pagan carolg were adopted but were given
a Christian meaning, Carols and dancing
were Kept out of the festival of Christmas
for many centuries.” The Americana de-
clares: “The holly, the mistietoe, the Ydle
log and the wassail bowl are relics of pre-
Christian times.” The historian Hislop con-
firms these findings: “The wassailling bowl
of Christmas had its precise counterpart
in the ‘Drunken festival’ of Babylon,” says
Hislop; “and many of the other observances
still kept up among ourselves at Christmas
came from the very same gquarter. The
candles, in some parts of England [and
America], lighted on Christmas-eve, and
used so long as the festive season lasts,
were equally lighted by the Pagans on the
eve of the festival of the Babylonian god,
to do honour to him: . . . The Christmas
tree, nOw so common among us, was equal-
ly common in Pagan Rome and Pagan
Egypt. In Egypt that tree was the palm-
tree; in Rome it was the fir,”-—The Two
Babylons, page 97.

Perhaps, now it can be understood why
the state of Massachusetts outlawed Christ-
mas for almost two hundred years (1659-
1855); why it was forbidden in England
for eighteen years; why a Christmas cele-
brant in Geneva was subject to imprison-
ment; why to the Calvinists Christmas
meant licence and dissipation, and the link-
age of these with Christ's name was un-
bearable; why Puritans in America banned
Christmas; why Scotland to this day does
not observe “Christmas” as a national holi-
day, but views it as pagan, “popish’: why
in England Christmas celebrations of all
kinds were prohibited during the Common-
wealth days of Oliver Cromwell; why
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Presbyterian minister John M. Mason,
shortly before 1800, wrote: “We reject in
a mass the corruptions of popery. ...
We renounce the religious cbservance of
Christmas . . . and the festivals in honor of
a troop of saints and saintesses, as super-
stitious and inconsistent with gospel wor-
ship.” -

For religionists to set a date for Jesus'
birth, when the actual date is unknown,
and, furthermore, for them to select a date
that is dedicated to a pagan false god, is

adding insult to injury, and is also a case
of adding to God’s Word, Thus, the whole
Christmas celebration is a fraud. It pur-
ports to be Christian when in actuality it
is not. For these specific reasons Jehovah's
witnesses, who hold firmly to true Chris-
tianity and who joyfully carry out the cere-
mony Jesus instructed regarding his death,
will continue to refuse to participate in
the un-Christian and wrongly dated Christ-
mas celebration that is now said to be in
honor of Jesus' birth,

AFTER TWO WORLD WARS

€. In an article entitled “War Started 40 Years Ago-—and Look at Us!" H. I Phil-
lips wrote in the Chicago Dafly News the following: “What did two world wars
bring us? The atom bomb, jet propulsion, the $18,500 one-floor bungalow with
‘expansion attic,’ . . . We fought for a better world and got Panmunjom, the veto,
the 15-cent cup of coffee, the sales tax, the $1.75 haircut and the 75-cent shave!
We blitzed the goosestep and got the Buzzards’ Waltz. We licked the Kaiser and
Hitler and got Malenkov, Molotov, Chou En-lai, General Mao, Ho Chin Whooziss,
the 25-year itch and the large economy-sized headache. We knocked off Bill, Adolf,
Benito . . . and came up with the Kremlin world conspiracy, international hatreds
and long-range jitters. We went to war for honor, decency and the four freedoms
and we got global spy hunts, flying saucers, the underwater fountain pen, the dol-

lar shrimp cocktail, the five-dollar steak, the killer-diller tax bill, a fright-wig in

every home and 100 ‘shelter’ arrows in every office building. . . . A head-hunting
savage looks excusably baffled today when somebody tries to interest him in be-

coming civilized.”

PRR'd DO YOU KNOW? ¥

[ ]

‘:' @ What, in the business world’s Christmas,

f comes abead of “'spirituality’® P, 3, 2.

y ® What December festival was celebraied

' long before Christ’s birth? P. 5, T4,

} ® Who 2re some of the various mythical

. bearers of Christmas giftsi P. 7, Tt.

’- ® What is the proper way to hall Jesus?

. F. 8 12

I’ ® What advantage radio astronomy has over

; optical telescopes? P. 9, 5.

@ How the radio telescope “sees” what the

/  human eye could never observe? P, 10, T4,

« @ Whether it is necessary to have a great

‘.’ deal of money in order to dress well? P. 13,
1.

e ® How your clothes should it your pesonal-

/  ity? P14, 14,

/
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® What is the secret of 2 well-groomed male?
P. 18, 2.

® How a boat helps in Kingdom preaching in
the Bahamas? P, 17, {1.

@& What results were achieved in
months aboard the “Faith’”? P. 19, 3.
® What ‘“‘Fanagalo” is? P. 21, 73,

® The main use that is made of Fanagalo?
P. 22, 3. .
® How many shipworms might attack a sin-
gle square inch of wood? P, 24, 3.

® Whether Jesus was born on December 25?2
P. 25, T1. : -

® Why neither Jesus nor the disciples would
celebrate his birth? P, 26, 73.

® What specific details of the Christmas cele-
bration came from paganism? P. 27, f2.
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The Suez Pact Is Signed

& On November 18, 1875, the
Khedive (ruler of Egypt} was
oh the brink of bankruptcy. He
needed four million sterling by
the 30th. If he could get it, he
told Queen Vicioria, he would
se]l Britaln his shares in the
Suez Canal, Victoria and the
Cabinet agreed; and with mon-
ey borrowed from the Roth.
childs, Britain purchased her
“lifellne to the East.” Under
the terms of a 1936 treaty with
Egypt, Britain was able to
build up about the greatest
military base in the world.
But on October 20, alter 79
years, the Suez Canal Zone
passed out of control of Britain
and into the hands of Egypt.
Under the Suez Pac¢t ierms,
Britain swrenders the $1,000,-
000,000 network of bases to
Egypt; and her 80,000 troops
will evacuate. However, Cairo
agreed that, In the event of
armed attack on: Egypt, Tur-
key or any Arab state, Britain
will be allowed to use the base
again. The West was jubilant,
hoping that Egypt would now
enter into a Middle East de-

fense pact. But Cairo officials

malntained that Egyptian pop-
ular sentiment was still *too
“anti-colonial” for the govern-
ment to risk a league with
the West for the time being.

Pakiatan: A Triple Crisis
@ The crisls that seized Pak-
istan recently was unusual: it
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had a triple feature. The polit-

ical crisis stemmed from the
fact that the country is sepa-
rated into East and West by
1,000 miles of India. The ce-
ment that has held the two
together is the Moslem League,
but the party was defeated last
spring in East Pakistan elec-
tions. The economic crisis cen-
tered around East Pakistan's
main products, jute and cot-
ton; for not only were there
drought and erop failure but
the very bottom dropped out
of the world price of jute, and
the world price of cotton de-
clined. Anxiety over inflation
had no sooner reached a high
pitch when a constitutional
crisis developed. The Constit-
uent Assembly, which is theo-
retically the sovereign power,
has been writing a new con.
stitution. Pending {ts adoption,
Governor General Ghulam Mo-
hammed, appointed by Queen
Elizabeth II as head of state,
has been the key man in poli-
tics. In QOctober the governor
announced the dissolution of
the assembly, dominated by
the Moslem League, because he
said it “lost the confidence of
the people.” The net result
was a victory for the propo-
nents of a strong central gov-
ermment, as represented by
the governor, over mounting
factionalism in the assembly.

Eenya: The War Continues

@ In October the war against
the Mau Mau, costing Kenya
$2,800,000 a month, was two
years old. During that time
security forces killed 6,741 Mau
Mau and captured 12,000 the
Mau Mau killed or wounded
2,000 loyal Kikuyu, 900 Afri-
cah or European soldiers and
27 European civilians. Of all
the civilians few were more
sympathetic to the problems
of the Kikuyu than Arundel
Gray Leakey, cousin to L. S, B.
Leakey, the world's foremost
authority on Kikuyu manners
and morals. Like his famous
cousin, Gray Leakey spoKe the
Kikuyus' language and had
been accepted as a “blood
brother.” So he never carried
a gun when he made the rounds
of his lonely farm. But sud-
denly, one day in October, 30
Mau Mau swarmead out of the
woods while he, his wife and
stepdaughter. were eating, Mrs.
Yeakey quickly pushed her
daughter through a trap door
into an attic. An hour later,
when the pgirl emerged, her
mother was dead, slashed with
knives. Gray Leakey, a dia-
betic who could not live long
without medical care, was
Fonc. As the war entered its
third year, Cousin Leakey
broadcast a warning to Kenya
whites to beware of the com-
placency that led to death at
the farm of Arundel Gray
Leakey,

Metal Fatigue—a Killer

@ After a British Comet jet
air liner crashed off the island
of Elba, the Royal Navy per
formed an incredible feat. It
recovered from the sea 70 per
cent of the plane’s weight, The
parts were put together on a
wooden frame. Studying this,
sctentists found that the Elba
disaster began with a sudden
upward force generated inside
the cabin. This threw most of
the passengers forward and
upward, Within a third of a
second the cabin was empty.
The scientists also studied
Comets in test pressure tanks.
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One by one they ellminated the
suspects: crew, design, en-
glnes, sabotage, etc. Finally,
only one suspect remained that
fit the facts. This was metal
fatigue—weak spots in the fu.
selage that gave way to heavy
pressure of air inside the cab-
in. The cause of fatigue? The
director of the investigation,
Sir Arnold Hall, said: “If you
take a structure which has an
adequate reserve of strength,
when it is built, t¢c sustain
loads, and the loads are not
maintained on the structure
continuously, but applied and
then taken off, applied again
and taken off again, the struc-
ture may, in sufficient time
of this altermating cycle, de-
velop what 'is known as fa-
tigue.” So, he continued, the
structure “will in the end fail
under a load which it is quite
capable of bearing when new.”
He alseo said that both the
plane that crashed off Elba
in January and the cne off
Naples in April had flown long-
er than the “safe fatigue life”
agtablished by the tests,

Malan Steps Down

@ Scouth Africa's famous
soldier-statesman, Jan Chris-
tian Smuts, was prime minis-
ter during World War II and
until 1948, In that year a Na-
tionalist-Africaner coalition de-
feated Smuts’ United party
and Daniel F. Malan became
prime minister. Dr. Malan
adopted a policy of strict ra-
cial segregation {(apartheid),
“which has caused much tension
in South African politics. One
reason Ior the widespread pub-
licity of Malan’s epartheid is
the fact that he is a trained
predikant (preacher) in the
Dutch Reformed Church. He
taught his Boers that they are
a chosen people, “elected” hy
God to build in South Africa
a “new Jerusalem.’ Thus Ma-
lan came tg be called “the
Boer Moses.” In October 30-
year-old Preacher Malan an-
nounced his retirement from
office, the reason being that his
wife had a serious ailment, Dr.
Malan has given the political
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nod to Finance Minister Nico-
laas Havenga, who could be
trusted to hew to the racial
policy laid out by Freacher
Malan.

The Nobel Literature Prize

@ Nobel Prizes are awarded
Irom the interest accruing
from a fund of $9,200,000 pro-
vided by the will of Swedish
inventor, Alfred Nobel, the dis-
coverer of dynamite. Each year
about $200,000 iz awarded in
prizes, each award belng ap-
proximately $40,000. In Octo-
ber it was learmed that the
1954 Nobel Prize for Literature
was awarded to Ernest Hem-
ingway, 56-year-ocld American
author, for “his powerful, style-
forming mastery of the art of
modern-narration, . . . as most
recently evinced in The Old
Man and the Sea.” Would Hem-
ingway use the $35,000 to re-
tire? At his home near Havana
he said: “At 56, a man’s best
works should be ahead of him."”

Salerno: Raln and Mud Destroy
@ On the shores of the Gulf
of Salerno, an arm of the
Mediterranean Sea, lie the
Italian cities of Amalfi and Sa-
lerno. Since moist clouds blown
east from the pulf precipitate

‘over the mountains, rain often

pours down torrentially. The
torrent starts landslides; the
Iandslides wipe out towns on
the hilisides and choke coastal
cities with mud, In Octoher a
sudden storm over the Sorren-
tine range set the flood dis-
aster chain in motion, this time
with appalling effects: for the
flood caught the populace
asleep in bed. The driving rains
devastated a ten-mile strip
along the ceasti, killing over
80 persons in Salerno. All to-
gether some 300 bodies were
recovered Irom the sea, dug
out of wrecked homes or ex-
tracted from canals of solvent
mud. The city of Amalfi floun-
dered in mud piled up six feet
deep. And orange groves, once
a distinguishing feature of the
coast line, disappeared in what
was Italy's worst floed on

record.

Landslide in Haltl

@& In October, when a helicop-
ter landed near a mountain vil-
lage 20 milea south of Port-
au-Prince, it was found that
a landslide had wiped out the
village of Berly. Only two sur-
vivors were reported, a child
who fled ahead of the rum-
bling earth and a woman who
had been away on a visit. Ru-
ral police estimated that more
than 200 persons had been
killed. The iandslide seemed to
result from floods that fol-
lowed Hurricane Hazel.

Wheat for Turkey

#® Turkey rates as the world’s
fourth-largest wheat exporter.
But 1954 brought disaster: a
vear plagued by drought in the
heart of Turkish wheat coun-
try. The wheat shortage grew
80 critical that in October sup-
plies were adequate for less
than three weeks. Though the
U. 5. rushed an emergency
shipment of 30,000 tons of
wheat to Turkey, the govern-
ment estimated it needed 200.-
()0 tons if it is to ward off
famine and bread riots.

Atom Becrets Not Bo Necrot

@ In 1950 Britain sent to pris-
on confessed atom spy Dr.
Klaus Emil Fuchs, who had
been engaged in treasonable
actlvity over a period of seven
years; yet three times he had
been approved by sceurity
beards. That case highlighted
the difficulty in keeping atom
secrets secret. Anocother high
light came in October when
Lieut. Gen. Leslie R, Groves,
wartime director of U, 8. atom-
ic bomh project, said it was
inevitable that some atomic
secrets would fall into Soviet
hands. He said that the tight-
est security measures during
The development of the bomb
failed to dam up the leaks
and that "we will never know”
how many atomic secrets have
heen funmneled into espionage
channels.

U.8.: A Leak In the Dike

® One of the most highly se-
cret, closely guarded depart-
ments in the U. 8. is the Na-
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tional Security Agency—the
code-breaking organization of
the Pentagon. Officials of this
“black chamber” unlt were
horrified recently to learn that
a leak had sprung in its dikes
of secretness. In October one
of their §7,700-a-year research
analysts, Joseph Petersen, Jr.,

was indicted for having leaked

“communications intelligence"”
from March 1, 1948, until Sep-
tember 30, 1954. The Nether-
lands Embassy volunteered the
information that it had been
receiving “secret intelligence”
from Petersen, but it had as-
sumed that his action was
authorized.

Oath-taking Increases _

& More and more nonmilitary
organizations are requiring
loyalty caths. In October the
New York State Assochation of
Architects voted to mnrequire
members to take an oath of

loyalty to the U. 5. In Indiana
the State Athletiec Commission
required all professional box-
ers and wrestlers to sign a
noncommunist oath before
they can enter the ring. This
anxiety of nations in regard to
loyalty and the intense efforts
to ferret out ‘“betrayers” are
part of the “last days” sign.
—2 Timothy 3:1-5, New World
Trans.

A Man, a Cat and a Shark

@ In June a 6l-year-old New
York man, Willlam Willis,
boarded a 34-foot raft. From
Peru he pushed the craft out
to sea, his aim: to eclipse the
4,300-mile journey of the raft
Kon-Tiki. For company Willis
took along a parrof and a cat.
During the drifting voyage the
water gave out, the stoye
failed; and Willis had to live on
raw delphin and fish, ground
barley and raw sugar. After

sailing 6,000 miles across the
Pacific, and after 115 days,
Willis reached Samoa {(10/15).
“Where's the cat?” the crowd
called. The black cat, healthy
and happy, was held up for
display. During a moment of
hunger the cat had made &
dinner of the parrot. For a
moment Willis himself was al-
most eaten up. Said he: *Once
a fve or six-foot shark took
my baited hook and I hauled
him onto astern. I leaned down
to get the hook out of his
mouth. Just 25 I had my hand
near his mouth I slipped. My
right hand went into the
shark’s mouth and I got a
pretty deep cut across my
thumb and wrist. . . . I was
in the water, with the raft
sailing away, blood pouring
from my cut and the shark still
aropund.” But he managed to
haul himself back onto the raft
and live to outdo the Kon-Tiki.

DATLY BLESSINGS

To realize daily blessings requires one to give thought to God
and his purposes, his Word and his wotk. A fine aid in this respect
is the 1955 Yearbook of Fehovah’s Witnesses. It contains a Scripture
text and pointed comment for each day of the year, as well as an
account of the daily activities of Jehovah’s witnesses the world
over. It is available for only 5Cc¢.

You will also want a calendar as a visible daily reminder of these
things. The 1955 calendar of Jehovah’s witnesses bears the year-
text, appropriately illustrated in full color, and service themes
for each month. It may be had for 25¢, ot five copies to one address

for $1.00.

WATCHTOWER

117 ADAMS ST.

BROOKLYN 1, N.Y.

Please gend me the indicated number of calendars and Yearbooks.
emsrnnere 1355 Yearbook of Jehoouh's Witnesses, gt B0c each.
........ .. calendar of Jehovah's witnesses for 1955, 25¢ each; flve for &1,

DECEMBER 8, 1854

...................................

I have enclozed the amount of §............

Street and Number
or Houte and Box

Zone Mo,

.......................................................................



On secing this illustration undoubtedly the words of
Jesus come to your mind: ‘“Either you people
make the tree fine and its fruit fine or make the tree
rotten and its fruit rotten; for by its fruit the tree is
known.”” (Matthew 12:33, New World Trans.) What
kind of tree will you be? One producing fine fruit in
this day of world delinquency and distress? For a
tree to produce good fruit it must be properly wa-
tered. For a person today to produce good fruit he
must regularly drink in the water of truth found in
God’s Word, the Bihle. Very valuable will vou find

This Fine Study Combination

The modern-language New World Trans-
lation of the Hebrew Scriptures, Volume I
((Genesis to Ruth), and the 384-page hook
What Has Religion Done for Mankind?
are Truitful sources of study. Both will be
sent to you for only $2. Order today!

WATCHTOWER P17 ADAMS 57T, BROOKLYN 1, N T

Enclosed fnd 32, Please send me the New World Translation of the Hebrew
Seriptures, Volume I, and the book What Has Religion Done for Mankind !
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