
























the events that led to the tragic 
end of this man who had been the 
outstanding figure in the history 
of Brazil for a quarter of a century. 

In a successfuI revolution in 1930 
Geliilio Vargas was given the &ins 
of government by the army, the 
real power in Brazil,, and ruled as 
dictator until 1933, when he was 
elected president. In 1937 he over- 
threw the Constitution and made 
himself dictator. In 1945, deposed 
by the army, he exiled himself at 
his Sgo Borja ranch in Rio Grande 
do Sul, coming again to power in 
a sensational election in 1950, 0n.a 
five-year mandate which would 
have run out next year. It appears 
that under his guidance Brazil has 
forged ahead to a place of promi- 
nence among the nations, having 

BY "Awake!" corrmrpondsnt in Brazil participated in World War IT on the side 
L~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l  was tense aith expectation. ofthe Allies, and was considered the best A Anxiety ran high throughout the na- Latin-American friend of the United States 

tion on that early morning of August 24. Of America* 
Many ears strained at their radios. A these are perplexing days, times 
multitude milled round the heavy-armd ''hard to deal with," in the end of the pms- 
Cat& president's palace to catch the de- ent system of things of this old world, and 
velopments the most exciting drama in Vargas had found it hard to steer Bra- 

histor. what would be Vargas* zilian ship of state in the troubled seas of 
decision in case that had rocked and economic, military and political difficulties; 
shocked the entire Brazilian populace for his regime had been losing power. In 
more than two weeks? Shortly after day- a M a ~ - d a ~  speech he promisd to double 
break the announcement was flashd: Var- the minimum workers' wages, making it 
gas would bke  a go-day leave of absence a law; but he to nail h W Y l  prices, 

the murder of Air Force Major Vaz which he had promised to do, acceding 
was being cleared up. instead to Oswaldo Aranha's plan to let the 

What a relief! Civil war averted! News- law of supply and demand adjust prices 
papers began to appear with big headlines: Until the crops of bans, rice and 
Vice-president J&o Cafe Filho Acclaimed wheat should be harvested, to relieve the 
President. Then at 8:30, suddenly a shot tension. The value of the cruzeiko con- 
rang out from the president's bedroom. tinued to diminish, prices to soar. Them 
Gettilio Vargas lay dead, killed by his own were strikes in Vargas' own home state of 
hand! Confusion and consternation spread Rio Grande do Sul. 
from the palace to the uttermost parts of As election time drew on, Carlos La- 
the land. But let us go back and pick up cerda, crusading editor of the newspaper 
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