
















And most outstanding of dl is Christ's 
great prophecy concerning his second p*s- 
ence and the end of this wicked system of 
things : "M& become faint out of fear and 
expectation of the things coming upon the 
inhabited earth." "Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and 
there will be great earthquakes and in one 
place after another pestilences and food 
shortages." "And this good news of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the in- 
habited earth for the purpose of a witness 
to all the nations."-Luke 2196, 10, 11; 
Matthew 24:14, 9, New World Trans. 

Note also how the apostle Paul accu- 
rately foretold present-day conditions: "In 
the last days critical times hard to deal 
with will be here. For men will be lovers 
of themselves, lovers of money, self- 
assuming, haughty, blasphemers, disobe- 
dient to parents, without gratitude, with 
no loving-kindness, . . . Iovers of pleasures 
rather than lovers of God, having a form 
of godly devotion but proving fabe to its 
power."-2 Timothy 3:1, 2, 4, 5, New 
World Trans. 

We have refuted representative attacks 
made upon the Bible by its various would- 
be detractors andn have seen that the Bi- 
ble is true; it does not contradict itself, 
cannot be charged with filth; it is not at 
variance with proved science; it is genuine- 
ly historical and its principles can be a p  
plied in our day. Its candor, its harmony, 
its wisdom and high principles and, above 
all, its prophetic element, all stamp it as 
being indeed God's Word. 

Such knowledge presents us with a three- 
fold responsibility: First, we should be dili- 
gent to study the Bible so as to become as 
familiar with it as posible, not neglecting 
such instruments as will aid us in better 
comprehending its meaning. Second, we 
must be consistent, and therefore apply its 
righteous principles in our daily lives, not 
merely giving it the lip service so many 
clergymen and politicians do. And third, 
we owe it to ourselves and to others to 
associate with those who feel about the 
Bible the way we do, both to help and to 
be helped, at the same time making use 
of every opportunity to let others know the 
many reasons "why the Bible is true." 

By 18Awakel" correepondant in Japan 

N ALL its history Japan had never 
once felt the shame of foreign conquest 

or occupation. This was one of the so-called 
"proofs" that the emperor was of divine 
origin. Obviously, this view no longer pre- behavior that have not changed, A know]- 
v a i h  and the recent war* defeat and Mcu- edge of these will help in understanding the 
pation have brought many changes to the Japanese people and their customs. 
"land of the rising sun." There are, how- Ancestor worship formed a part of the 
ever, many basic patterns of thought and everyday life of the peopIe. The nation 
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