






New World Trans;) If the political admin- 
istrators have proved themseIves poor 
managers, then the clergy have shown 
themselves to be Mice as slothful and self- 
ish in the handling of spiritual food. They 
have a never-ending supply of spiritual 
food at their disposal in God's Word the 
Bible if they would 'use it. 

But the cIergy have "rejected the word 
of Jehovah; and what manner of wisdom 
is in them?" Instead of dining on the 
"wheat," solid truths of the Bible, Chris- 
tendom's religious leaders have preferred 
the "husks," the synthetic diet of philoso- 
phy, political economy, psychology, sociol- 
ogy, tradition and mere ethics, and have 
forced its members to eat this diet until 
the souls of its parishioners are starved 
far they know not what.--Jeremiah 8:9, 
Am. Stan. Ver. 

Almighty God foretold the coming of 
this famine through his prophet Amos, say- 
ing: "Behold, the days come, saith the 

Lord Jehovah, that I will send a famine in 
the land, not a famine,of bread, nor a thirst 
for water, but of hearing the words of 
Jehovah." The Iack of material food may 
cost one this life, but the Iack of hearing 
the words of Jehovah is far more serious. 
It will cost one his' everlasting existence. 
That is why Jesus said: "Man must live, 
not on bread alone, but on every utterance 
coming forth through Jehovah's mouth." 
These utterances are food for the mind and 
heart that persons must have to gain Jeho- 
vah's approval and Iife. Without them a 
person is the same as starved. Such is this 
world, and it will die the death at Arma- 
geddon.-Amos 8 : 11, Am. Stala. Ver.; Mat- 
thew 4:4, New World Trans. 

Therefore, "work, not for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that remains for 
life everlasting, which the Son of man will 
give you, for upon this one the Father, even 
God, has put his seal of approval."-John 
6 : 27, lVew World Trans. 

What hope ir there to&y? Where ir a way out of present darknes~? 
Why have a11 man's rttsmptm to bring doxirabk world condition* failed? 
Why are  hi^ succcrmes ao limibd? What hope do the Scriptures give in 

T" DAY'S world is in thir materialistic ape? How will the ."re hope mean a new world? What 
the dark. It thinks it to you? and how u n  you banefit b m  this howladge? 

it knows where it has 
been, is not sure of where it is, and is afraid come faint out of fear and expectation of 
of where it may be going. It has no firm the t h i n s  coming upon the inhabited 
hope toward which to  direct its course, no earth." (Luke 21:26) Indeed, this earth 
beacon light to mark its path, no clear des- certainly needs godly new conditions! 
tiny in view. The United Nations has not Without a sure hope man despairs. He 

brought warr have not remedied _Ih this article texts  from the Crwk tup ,  
matters, delinquency increases, fear grows. ("New Testament") are quoted from the nrew borti 

Trmnakstioa, and, unless otherwise noted, those from 
Just as Jesus long ago for'etold: "Men be- 4 ~ ; m N ; $ ~ 1 m ~ p ~ ~ ; n ~ 6 ~ ~ d v ' , " , " f , " '  are quoted 
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is to their hurt, $OF the- existen& of mch 
sgMt mtures is certainly not a mjrth. 
It is an absolute fact! 

Note that the Bible tells us that "the 
whole world is lyllng in the power of the 
wicked one," and that it further says that 
"the god of this system of things has blind- 
ed the minds of the unbelievers," Who is 
this '*gad of this system of things"? Cer- 
& M y  not Christ, for he said: "My king- 
dom fg no part of this world." Then who is 
this world's god? He is the one who, be- 
cause he was in possession of these king- 
dom, had the audacity to offer Jesus '"11 
the kingdoms of the world,'' namely, Sa- 
tan himself! (1 John 5 : 19; 2 Corinthians 
4:4; John 18:36; Matthew 4:1-11) H e  i s  
the one who is responsible for this world's 
distressed conditions. Thus Revelation 
12:32 predicted: "Woe for the earth and 
for the sea, because the Devil has come 
dawn to you, having great anger, knowing 
he has a short period of time.'' 

If these Scriptural facts seem amazing 
to you, then it would be well for mu to get 
your Bible out and read them for  your- 
s&, for they are true, and are a key to 
understanding the world's present dark- 
ened condition. 

A Dependable Guide 
These Bible promises are not just a 

dream, they are a reality. How do we 
know we can t rus t  what that Book says? 
Because it is God's dependable Word. That 
Book's historical accuracy h a  repeatedly 
been proved true, to the consternation of 
its critics, Its permanency is indisputable. 
"The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; 
but the word of our God shall stand for- 
ever." Its basis of authority is unexcelled. 
Its writem, did not write on their own au- 
thority, but they attributed it to God, as 
did David, who said: "The spirit of Jeho- 
vah spake by me, and his word was upon 
my tonguean-Isaiah 40 : 8; 2 Samuel 23 : 2. 

Most mndusive, howwer, is the fact 
that the Bible reliably pnxEcts the future, 
Hundreds of years in advance it foretold 
regarding Jesus that he would be born of 
the tribe of Judah, born in Bethlehem, 
born of a virgin, would be hated, would be 
betrayed by a follower for thirty pieces 
of silver, would be  convicted by false wit- 
nesseg, would be impaled with sinners, even 
that lots would be cast for his garments, 
etc.-Genesis 49110; Psalm 22~16, 18; 
35:l l ;  4119; 69:4; Isaiah 7:14; 53:12; 
Micah 5:2; Zechariah 31X:IZ. 

But we do not have to go back even as 
far as Jesus, just 1900 years ago, to appre- 
ciate the Bfblle's miracuIous power of 
prophecy. It predicted even the wars and 
distress this century has witness@, In 
symbolic Ianguage it told of the ;failure of 
man's attempt to estabIish a unified world 
peace organization, the League of Nations, 
and even told that that organization would . 
go out of existence and then come to life 
again, RS it did when the United Nations 
was born. It even foretoId the United Na- 
tions' failure to brlng peace. (Matthew 
24:7; ReveZatlon 1753-14) Thus, such a 
tried and proved guPde can be fimIy trust- 
ed regarding its statements about man's 
present condition and its promises of a 
'new world.-It provides, not the dreams of 
men, not a wobbling hope built on ;a sand 
foundation, but the sole firm, reliable and 
unshakable hope for today! 

The Real Hope 
What does this reliable Guide gay about 

the real hope? abut a new world? about 
righteous conditions to come to thk earth? 
Why, that new system of things is the 
whole theme of the Bible! No one ever told 
you that  before? If not, then it is  h e  to 
get some new instructom! Note how this 
theme prevails. The Bible's first chapter, 
Genesis chapter 1, tells of the earth's prep= 
aration for man and of man's creation. 
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in Jesus' day had been looking for the 
Messiah for centuries, but when he came 
they were blind to  all the proofs that he 
was that Messiah. They had waited so long 
that they thought, "It couldn't be now." 
Do not make the same mistake. Do not 
close your mind to the seriousness of our 
time, nor become blinded to the fact that 
the very turbulence of our day is in fulfill- 
ment of the text cited above: "The Devil 
has come down to you, having great anger, 
klaowing he has a short period of time." 
(Revelation 1212) He knows that time is 
short, but would like to blind all mankind 
to that vital fact. 

Yet he has not done so. The great sign 
of the birth of Jehovah's heavenly king- 
dom, and the promise in Matthew 24:34 
that the generation on which this sign 
comes "will by no means pass away until 
all these things occur," fire with zeal those 
who have not been blinded to this bright 
hope for today. A New World society is 
formed that. points to these Scriptural 
facts, calls attention to their present ful- 
fillment and is tireless in preaching it to the 
world. The scope of its work is tremendous. 
A half-million people are preaching this 
message in 150 lands. On the average 
139 more persons each day, fifty thousand 
each year, join in this activity, conform- 
ing their lives to  what God's Word says, 
living even now as a New World society 
and abiding by its right principles. 

Their faith is solid, their hope is sure. 
It is not a popular hope, but it is right. 
Accepting i t  is not like being converted to 
a new religion every time a revivalist hits 
town, but it means changing your entire 
way of life, conforming it to the honest 
principles of God's Word. Such a viewpoint 
is ridiculed, it even brings persecution, but 
in this right kind of faith there is the great- 
est of strength. Remember: "Everything 
that has been born from God conquers the 
world. And this is the conquest that has 

conquered the world, our faith."-1 John 
5:4. 

How can you get such strength today? 
You must study God's Word to know what 
he has promised, you must associate with 
God's peopIe to gain mutual help and 
strength, and you must trust in God's pow- 
er. "The everlasting God, Jehovah, . . . 
giveth power to the faint; and to him that 
hath no might he increaseth strength. . . . 
they that wait far Jehovah shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; they shall walk, and not faint." 
-Isaiah 40:28, 29, 31, 

Then you must cut loose from the old 
world's habits, for its impurities are not 
invited into the new world. "What! Do you 
not know that unrighteous persons will not 
inherit God's kingdom? Do not be misled. 
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
terers, nor men kept for un~atural pur- 
poses, nor men who lie with men, nor 
thieves, nor greedy persons, nor drunk- 
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will in- 
herit God's kingdom. And yet that is what 
some of you were. But you have been 
washed clean."-1 Corinthians 6 :  9-11. 

To a world conditioned to Satan's rulc 
the new world seems astounding, but it is 
not just a dream of men. Its hope is a fore- 
taste of pure blessings. The new world be- 
ing firmly backed by the supreme Creator 
of the universe and definitely promised in 
his inspired Word, the knowledge of it is 
realistic: ft shows where the old world has 
been, the danger of where it is, and the 
necessity of changing your course from the 
way it is going. This knowledge provides 
a firm hope toward which to direct your 
course. It is like a bright beacon light to 
mark your way, bringing into sharp view 
the marvelous destiny of everlasting life 
on a perfect earth. A firm confidence in 
these godly new conditions of life in the 
new world is the only sure hope today! 
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