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that the common people, whether pagan or 
professedly Christian, give images more 
than relative worship. Finally, even as the 
educated Catholic says that he is not wor- 
shiping the image itself but what is rep- 
resented by the image, so likewise no in- 
telligent pagan tselieves that the stone or 
metal that he bows down before is of itself 
a god. 

Inapges Nut Used bg Elarla Christians 
It may surprise some, yet not in any 

genuine writings of the early age of Chris- 
tianity can any trace be discovered of the 
use of images. In fact, says the Ewcydo- 
p&ia Britannica, Vol; XII, page 750 (1907 
edition) : "It was a common accusation 
brought against Christians by their en@- 
mies that they had 'no altars, no temples, 
no known images'; and that 'they set up 
no image or 'form of any god', and t h i s  
charge was never denied." Enlightening us 
further, Dr. Augustus Neander, in his book 
The Hietow of the CitristMa ,Religion and 
Church During the Three First Centurie~, 
says: "The use of images was originally 
quite foreign to the Christian worship and 
churches, and it remained so during this 
whole period. The intermixture of art and 
religion, and the use of images for the lat- 
ter, appeared to the first Christians a 
heathenish practice." 

When, 'then, did the use of images be- 
gin ? "It was not untjl after the astabllish- 
ment of Christianity under Constantine 
that statues and pictures of our Lord, of 
the Virgin Mary, and the saints, were com- 
monly introduced." (A  Dictionary of Re- 
1igfw.s Kfiowledge) Constantine was not an 
apostle of Christ nor an inspired Bible writ- 
er but a pagan who grafted together the 
heathen state religion of Rome and the 
group of deflected, apostate "Christians." 
Of the result, history says: "As no one pro- 
posed utterly to abolish the ancient pagan 
institutions but only to alter them some- 

what a d  purify them, it was unavoidable 
that the religion and the worship of Chris- 
tians should in this way become Corrupt- 
ed."-Mosheimt E c c ~ ~ l  Hiatmy, 
page 191. 

Testimony of the Hebrew Scriptures 
Having learned that the use of images 

is of pagan origin and that true Christians 
of early times rejected the use of images, 
we are next interested in what Jehovah 
God said through his prophets regarding 
image worship. In referring to the &ti- 
mony of the Bible writers we shall use two 
Roman Catholic translations of the Bible, 
the Douay and the one by Monsignor Knox. 

What happened when Israel first adopted 
the use of images by making a golden calf? 
"Mow the Lord [Jehovah] said ta Moses, 
Away, down with thee. They have been 
swift to leave the way thou didst mark out 
for them, by making a molten calf and 
falling down to worship it." (Exodus 32: 7, 
8, KROX) Does this mean that the Israel- 
ites had abandoned the worship of Al- 
mighty God for the worship of a molten 
image? The Maelites did not think that 
way, for verses five and six of the same 
chapter show that along with their image 
worship they held a celebration in Jeho- 
vah's honor. The image, then, was merely 
an addition to their worship, an attempt 
to enrich their worship by the use of a 
visual aid. Yet in spite of this Jehovah's 
anger was so intensely kindled against 
them that had it not been for Moses' en- 
treaty Jehovah would have destroyed the 
entire nation of Israel. 

Almighty God knew that sinful man 
would be enticed by the idea of having 
visual aids in the worship of the invislblc 
God. Therefore, to indicate that he would 
never approve the use of images, even 
though they are used in a relative manner, 
he declared: "Thus says the h r d  God, he 
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their denominational differences. Those 
who took the lead h these student ommi- 
a~ttions began to think, not of their denomi- 
nation's interest, but of student evangelism 
as a whole. Their thinking well equipped 
them to become the men who would lead 
just such an interfaith activity as the ris- 
ing ecumenical movement. 

Thus the foundation was laid. The 
churches had, to some extent, worked to- 
gether in the mission fields and also at 
home, and the student movement con- 
gibuted "vision, daring and leadership" 
for 'the World Missionary Conference held 
at Edinburgh in 1910. To that conference 
we must ascribe the beginnings of the most 
important organizations in the current 
ecumenical movement. 

The Edinburflh Conference 
What made this Edinburgh conference 

so outstanding? At least three things: 
t 1) Whereas previous missionary gather- 
ings had been attended by individuals who 
represented nobody but, themselves, the 
Fdinburgh conference consisted of official- 
ly appointed delegates speaking for their 
religious organizations. 12) An amazing 
desire for togetherness was evident, a new 
willingness to respect one another's differ- 
ences of doctrine, and yet to work together 
toward a common goal-the sort of in- 
ternational and interdenominational co- 
operation that has marked this twentieth- 
century ecumenical movement. (3) The 
appointment of a continuation committee 
to carry on the work that the conference 
had started. This small but significant act, 
for the first time, established a continuous- 
ly functioning, international, interdenomi- 
national body aimed at unified action on 
the part of the various religions. Eleven 
years later, in 1921, this led to the forrna- 
tion of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil-no small part of the ecumenical move- 
ment. 

To prompt further missionary co- 
operation, &is council sponsored subse- 
quent conferences in Jerusalem In 1928, 
and in Madras, India, in 1938. The Madras 
meeting in particular faced the conflicting 
ideas of the different denominations, and 
heard representatives of the younger 
churches that had been established in the 
mission fields speak out vigorously against 
the denominational divisions that sever 
modern-day Christendom, 

But the International Missionary Coun- 
cil was not the only thing that came out of 
the Edinburgh missionary conference of 
1910. In addition to the interest it stirred 
in a united missionary activity, it also 
stirred interest in an actual unity of doc- 
trine. What attempts were made to achiev~ 
this? 

Faith and Order 
At Edinburgh Dr. Charles H. Brent, a 

missionary bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal church, envisioned a united Christen- 
dom-not just a Christendom co-ordinating 
its far-flung missionary activity, but one 
actually united in doctrine and theoIogy. 
And, largely on his initiative, a world con- 
ference on Faith and Order was summoned 
to consider wherein the various denomina- 
tions could attain unity on doctrine itself. 

Delayed by World War I, this Faith and 
Order conference was finaIly held in Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland, in August, 1927. Four 
hundred delegates, officially representing 
127 denominations, discussed "the church's 
message to the world," "the nature of the 
church," and similar doctrjnal matters. 
Says Princeton Theological Seminary Pro- 
fessor Norman Victor Hope, in high praise 
of this assembly: "For the first time since 
1054-when the Eastern Orthodox Church- 
es separated from the Church of the West 
-all significant branches of Christendom, 
except the Roman Catholic Church, which 
refused to participate, were able to  meet 
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together to consider frankly and yet sym- 
pathetic9lly the thwlogicd and doctrinal 
implications of the Christian faith which 
they held in common."' 

Ten years later another conference on 
Faith and Order was held in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, August, 1937, to discuss doctrinal 
issues further. Delegates from 122 church- 
es in 43 countries still faced clear-cut and 
deep-going disagreements, but marked 
progress in the direction of the unity that 
this movement desired. 

Life and Work 
Parallel in time with these conferences 

on Faith and Order, another force was 
working toward religious unity, but in an- 
other way. Called "Life and Word," this 
movement sought to promote unity be- 
tween the denominations, not through 
agreement on doctrine, but through a unit- 
ed attack by the religious organizations on 
the social, economic and political evils of 
the day. Its view was that the churches 
should get together by working together. 

Rather than stemming directly from tne 
World Missionary Conference at Edin- 
burgh, as Faith and Order did, Life and 
Work grew out of pre-World War I confer- 
ences between clergymen in Great Britain 
and Germany who wanted to relieve the 
rising tension between their countries. A 
forerunner of the Life and Work confer- 
ences was the World Alliance for the Pro- 
motion of InternationaI Friendship through 
the Churches, which met in Constance, 
Switzerland, in August, 1914. Life and 
Work's activity dealt with economic, indus- 
trial, social and moral problems, interna- 
tional relations, education and the like, 

Its first major conference was in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, in 1925. This was a most 
colorful occasion, regarding which one au- 
thority said: "It is doubtful whether, up to 

One Christ Oae World One Church, Norman Vlctor 
Hope. page 37. 

that time, a more representative gathering 
of Church leaders had mme together in one 
place."" Among many others who were 
present there was the "Chief Justice of the 
German Reich," a German bishop "re- 
splendent in his episcopal robes," a "silver- 
tongued orator" from France, one of the 
four presidents of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America, and a 
large delegation from the Orthodox 
Churches. But there was no doctrinal unity. 
Even the subject 'God's purpose for tbe 
world' seemed so dangerously close to a 
theological one that representative cIergy- 
men just gave their individual views, which 
were received and printed without discus- 
sion. Doctrine was not the conference's 
purpose; only work in social fields was to 
be considered. 

After the Stockholm conference a con- 
tinuation committee kept up the work of 
Life and Work, and in July, 1937, a second 
conference was held in Oxford, England. 
Its delegates from 119 denominations in- 
cluded a11 the larger church organizations 
of Christendom except the Roman Catho- 
lic, which declined to  participate. Subjects 
considered here incIuded the churches' re- 
lation to the community, to the state, to 
the economic order and to education. 

Obviously, not all the denominations 
were in agreement with one another as to 
what they should do in respect to these 
matters, and it became increasingly obvi- 
ous that their objections stemmed from 
theological differences. Thus the clear-cut 
line of distinction that these men were try- 
ing to keep between the realm of faith (in 
the Faith and Order movement) and the 
realm of morals (in the Life and Work 
movement) could not be successfully main- 
tained. The sharp distinction between the 
two movements was becoming blurred. 
Thus Life and Work and Faith and Order 

* T o m r d  a Uaiten C*birrrb. Wi lliarn Adams Brown. 
pnpe 75. 
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agreed to a plan for merging the two 
groups into the World Council of Churches. 

The World Council 
The merger was logical, since some of 

the same persons attended the conferences 
sponsored by both movements, since the 
same churches were represented by both 
of them, and since the same religious or- 
ganizations paid their expenses. The first 
World Council assembly was delayed by 
World War XI, but was finally held at 
Amsterdam, Holland, August 22 to Sep- 
tember 4,1948. Its 351 delegates represent- 
ed 147 member churches, including such 
Protestant bodies as Methodists, Presbyte- 
rians, Lutherans, Congregationalists, Epis- 
copalians, Disciples of Christ and some 
Baptists, plus Old Catholics who had se- 
ceded from Roman Catholicism over the 
papal infauibility decree of 1870, and sev- 
eral of the Orthodox Churches that sepa- 
rated from Rome in 1054. Said one author- 
ity; "It is thus by far the most comprehen- 
sive council that Christianity has ever 
fashioned for itself in all its strange, event- 
ful history." 

Yet the World Council of Churches re- 
mains far short of 
what the ecumeni- 
cal movement en- 
visions. Roman 
Catholicism h 01 d s 
aloof; the relation 
of t h e  R u s s i a n  
Church, the largest 
Orthodox group, is 
u n c e r t a i n ;  t h e  
Southern Baptist 
Convention in the 
United States, with 
t w i c e  a s  m a n y  
members as there 
are Anglicans in 
Fhgland, has taken 
n o  act ive  p a r t .  

Thus, despite its tremendous strides, the 
ecumenical movement does not, in fact, 
embrace even half of present-day Christen- 
dom. Further, it has basically been handled 
by board secretaries, high-ranking church 
dignitaries and other top-level sponsorship. 
It is not widely understood by the common 
man, and is sometimes almost unknown 
to individual church members. 

Nevertheless, the ecur~enical movement 
is an existing fact. Starting with isolated 
missionary councils and student move- 
ment. like the Y.M.C.A., it has grown into 
a colossus. However, several distressing 
factors remain. First, is it really Christian? 
Is this broad acceptance of those who be- 
lieve other doctrines in harmony with 
Jesus' statement that "narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life"? Did Jesus' 
prayer, "That they all may be one," mean 
that we should unify with those holding to 
different doctrines, to become "one" in a 
big organization, or that we should hold 
to right doctrine and be "one" in truth? 
(Matthew 7:14; John 17:21) Then, also, 
there are problems about ,the World Coun- 
cil of Churches that those who would foI- 

CHURCH CONFERENCES OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
A brlbf ourllna of #ha growth of tha Ecumsnkal Movement 
m d  progress toward Ihm World Councll of Churrhmr 
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low Christ should 
examine carefully 
before continuing 
as members of or- 
ganizations that 
support it. The ecu- 
menical movement 
has done much, but 
the question is, Is 
what it has done 
right? And, finally, 
what should we 
watch for in next 
month's Evanston 
meeting? These 
questions will be 
discussed in our 
next issue. 



short,  pale-reddish-bmwn 
fur, and has a wingspread 
of about fifteen inches. I t  is 
not until one inspects the 
vampire's mouth and throat 
that the kind of diet he en- 
joys.comes to light. His two 
front teeth are so large that 

There is a Villain they take up all the space 
between the canine teeth 
and protrude outward. They 
look like midget guillotines 

I" .,AW.L.I'. r.m.pond.n~ in  inid id ad and are-so sharp-edged that they inflict a 
ERE mention of the ward "vampire" wound like the scratch of a razor blade, 
IS enough to give most persons a which is scarcely felt but which produces M -  

creepy feeling. The more superstitious may copious bleeding. The bat's canines are also 
conjure up medieval legends of horrible, long, curved, very sharp and pointed. 
ghoulish, blood-sucking ghosts that carry Against this formidable equipment even 
on their nefarious work in the dead of the tough hide of an old hull can put,up 
night on their helpless sleeping victims. little resistance. 
Such creatures, of course, exist only in the Besides his teeth, the vampire has other 
overworked imaginations of their creators. peculiarities. His gullet is so narmw that 
There does exist, however, a vampire it cannot accommodate anything but iiq- 
whose depredations almost rival the weird uids. So Mr. Rufus vampire feeds on blood. 
tales of superstition. He is a little bat with This food, being easily assimilated, does 
the big name Demodus rufus. This vam- not go to the hat's stomach, for the vam- 
pire seek  out every kind of animal, includ- pire has no stomach. His digestive appa- 
ing man, and sucks its blood. ratus consists only of a simple tube, uni- 

For a long time it  has heen known that form in caliber from end to end. Truly the 
tropical America is the haunt of vampires. vampire's manner of feeding is unllke that 
Yet lack of accurate knowledge on the sub- of any other known mammal. 
ject resulted in a number of ferocious- 
appearing but harmless bats' being labeled The Vampire Dines at Night 
as vampires. Indeed no small number of Like a true villain the vampire prefers 
people, even in the United States where to work unseen and quietly. His base of 
no true vampires exist, have erroneously operations is the deep forest in a hollow 
believed that all bats were vampires. The tree or a cave or underneath a bridge. He 
truth is that only two species are true "am- operates with greater activity during the 
pires. But because of the original confu- rainy season. He dines alone and at night, 
sion some large bats are now called Vane- waiting even until dusk has turned into the 
pgms or vampires, hut they really are false blackness of night. Then on silent wings he 
vampires. Trinidad has Desrnodus rufus, approaches his prospective dinner. His 
one of the true vampires. choice is cattle, but he will accept a meal 

Contrary to popular supposition, the from any domestic animal. Even man gives 
vampire is not a large bat. He is not more the vampire a dinner-if he carelessly 
than three inches in length, is covered with sleeps with his toes uncovered. Mr. Vam- 
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of the bats, usumy a hollow tree. When 
found they would sometimes gas them or 
catch them in nets as they were flushed 
from their hidine nlaees. Todav the shot- ~ ~~~~ - .  
gun is wed extensively in destroying vam- 
pires. WhUe not completely under conrr-3. 
they are much less a threat than formerly. 

The government has taken steps to pre- 
vent the disease as far as possible, since 
treatment seems useless. Bright lights in 
barns where electricity is available is effec- 
tive in keeping vampires away. Natives 
bum kemsene lights in their homes ail 
night for protection. The most effective 
preventive seems to be vaccination, and it  

is relied on to a very large exteht in m- 
bating the disease. As a result of ail these 
precautions few eases are reported now. 

So the villain has been flushed out. A 
tiny vampire bat can carry a disease fatal 
to man. The havoc he has caused in the 
past is still vividly remembered by older 
persons here. The department of agricul- 
ture stiil w a g s  relentless warfare against 
paralytic rabies. And those persons who 
live deep in the forests where vampires still 
live must not forget them nor leave them 
out of 'their plans. They must remember 
not to sleep yith taes uncovered-a vam- 
pire might be hungry! 

THE WONDER DRUGS 
HENEVER a new antibiotic is introduced a a t  the other antibiotics to knoek out the 
it  is hailed as the answer to another of Z g e m .  There is little fear that the world's 
mankinrs problem ailments. Then some- % bacteria population will defeat mn's  anti- 

ching happens. w e  hear of unpleasant re- biotic weapons. 
actions, even deaths due to the drug. When S a ~ u t  what of severe and fatal reactions? 
the woddk top authorities on antiMatlcs met 5 mey are ,,reventable. x phyeidans 
in Washington last November. Boston's Dr. Z discriminate in using drugs, if patients are 
Ethan Allan Brown called today's haphazard tested in advance to determine whether they 
use of antibiotics "appalling." Z are allergic, if physicians closely watch for - 
q what  should be done? Discard antibiotics? 5 toxic reactions and if patients eo.operate with 
~ a r  tw valuable they are for that! To pre- doeton by telllng them of their brevlous ex- 
serve the lifesaving benefits of the drugs and % perience with antibiotics, then fatalities can 
eliminate their toxic reactions as much as be prevented. Cleariy, antibiotics, even in such 
possible, foremost authorities are now de. $ forms as penicillin ointment or nose drops or 
manding the drugs' careful and select~ve use. S lozenges, should never be used like aAplrln! 
sir Alexander Fleming. the discoverer of Z Q =hough some hsk is invo~vea in 
penicillin, said that the drug is being wed fa r  Z - wonder drugs, there may be much more risk 
too freely all over the world in eases where involved by not tslong them, In the else of 
it can do no good, especially in the common $ 
Cold, And two doeton who eonductRl a care. many death.desling infections the lifesaving 

fui, study on 159 victims g power of the antibiatics 1s overwhelming. 

ot the common cold, reached the conclusion j They have Put a quick and mrmanent end to 
rhar bed rest with plenty of fluids io still the 3 diseases that were formerly fatal. When com- 
moat effective treatment. Modern wonder ? mon colds lead to complications, sueh as ear 
drues. they said. do more harm than good. infections or oneumonia. antiblotics are llfe- - .  . 
a T~ rhe disadvantages of antibiotics, Z Savers.  hey save not only countless lives but 
doetors are now using smaller dosages, avoid. $ an immeasurable amount of time, patn and 
ingfrequentorprolonged use of them. Wlthat money. When rhey are carefully admlnlstered 
least a dozen antibiotics to choose from, they 5 and definitely needed, they should not be re- 
are becoming more selective. When strains of $ jected. Yes, the wonder drugs are still wonder. 
resistant bacteria appear, doctors ran use one Z ful, if they are used with utmost caution. 







What would happen now? Would the 
owner of the hall follow the c o m e  of the 
one in Venlo or in Hertogenbosch? Mr. 
Dubois followed the course of Mr. Claes- 
e r n  in Venb and treated the contract as 
a scrap of paper. "Regardless of what may 
happen," he said, "they will not have my 
hall." 
With still two weeks in which to make 

other arrangements, Jehovah's witnesses 
continued preparations under the slogan : 
"Hall or no hall, the assembly will be held!" 
Dismayed, the Limburghsch Dagblad 
asked, November 28: "Shall the Witnesses 
of Jehovah . . . hold their assembly in a 
tent as was the case in VenIo?" No, this. 
was not necessary, because another hall 
was obtained from a courageous owner 
just a few miles from Kerkrade. The Giazek 
u a ~  Urnburg commented caustically: "The 
socialists of De Burcht [the name of the 
haUj apparently wish to show Catholic 
Limburg what real and true hospitality is 
and what the purport of one's respect of 
another man's prhciples should be." It is 
possible that Catholic Limburg could learn 
a great deal from this gesture of friendli- 
ness! 

A "Mene Tekel" on the Wall 
Kerkrade "will have made it clear," said 

De Niezcwsbron, December 11, regarding 
Jehovah's witnesses, "that the populace 
here prefers to see them leaving than corn- 
ing. They found no assembly hall there nor ' 
accommodations for assembIy partici- 
pants." But if the populace so dislikes the 
witnesses, then why go to such efforts to 
warn them? Why not leave it to them to 
decide for themselves as to what they will 
do? Is it that the Church is always on the 
losing side when she lets the people exer- 
cise their right of free thought? 

And as  for rooming accommodations in 
the people's homes, De Nim~u;sbron was a 
bit off there too. When 'asked if he had 

accommodations for those coming to the 
a m b l y ,  one householder remarked: "Be- 
cause the clergy oppose you so, you can 
count on me." Another said: "I am boss in 
my house; you will sleep here!" Still an- 
other: "There are less protests lodged 
against holding carnivals where beastly 
conduct prevails, than there are against 
your meeting. Is it more dangerous to 
speak about God than holding a carnival?" 

As was the case of VenIo a year and a 
half earlier, it appears that the thing that 
concerns the clergy is that many people 
prefer to see the witnesses comi~g than 
going! One of these clergymen said: "Thus 
is the coming assembly for South Limburg 
again a Mene Tekel on the Christian wall. 
We of the Mining District, must not sup- 
pose fiat we Uve on an island which js 
immune to the often abominable hetero- 
doxies of the time. . . . There is often too 
little knowledge of Catholic faith and too 
little understanding that Catholicism is 
primarily a way of life, that is, Catholic 
1,ife." Now, it is an easy matter to call a 
religious entity an "abominabIe hetero- 
doxy" without felling wherein it so is. 

But in the very'same article another 
clergymap said: "We shall have to get 
down to forming Christians who have the 
faith to witness to Christ in the mines as 
well as in the factory, on the street, in the 
bank and in the office." It is the fact that 
they do not have this fajth, not that Jeho- 
vah's witnesses come into their midst with 
it, that is the real "Mene Tekel" they rec- 
ognize on their wall, since, according to 
Daniel 5:26, 27, Mene means, "God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it," 
and Tekel, "Thou art weighed in the bal- 
ances, and art found wanting," And these 
are things that result from one's own 
course, not the Course of another. 

When the Pharisees were not able to re- 
fut~ Jesus' arguments they resorted to 
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you see next time you glance down a buy 
city street is doomed to die by some violent 
a c c i d e n t 4  remember you are among 
the 1,600. There were 98,300 such violent 
deaths in America in 1953. More than a 
thM of *, 38,300, were victims of 
motor veMcIa. 

Is there any end of ways of looking at 
these awful facts and figures? For exam- 
ple: In 1945 Americans lost 1.75 million 
working yeas due to deaths by accidents. 
That was more than the 1.68 million work- 
ing years lost to heart disease fatalities, 
and more than the 1.11 million working 
y e m  lost to pneumonia, apd mare than the 
million working years lost to cancer. If 
there were some way to do away with traf- 
fic accidents it would save as many lives as 
doing away with half the heart failures! 

And think of the costs of all this folly! 
In 19% Amerjcans paid nine billion dollars 
for their mistakes Of tbis, $3,950,000,000 
went to pay off traflic damages, That 
amounts to about $25 apiece for every man, 
woman and child. American fathers and 
mothers could muster only 5.9 billion dol- 
lars to educate their children during 1953, 
while they paid out practically four billion 
dol1ars for reckless driving. 

A World-wide Problem 
Not that the incurable disease of traffic 

fatalities is a unique American malady, 
Italians, as late as 1953, were bemoaning 
the curse of one of the highest trafPlc acci- 
dent rates in the world-ten killed and 151 
injured every day. A Rome news dispatch 
berated motorists "who act as though they 
were race-track drivers" and who were set- 
ting a record for traffic tragedies. "BicycIe' 
riders, whizzing motorcyclists and motor 
scooters add to the confusion," it Iarnented. 
"Pedestrians who frequently prefer the 
middle of the streets as a place for their po- 
litical discussions are helping too." 

I1 Quotidhw, a Catholic Action publica- 
tion 3n Rome, compared the Italian motor- 
ist with the American motorist, and then 
suck4 a rueful tooth. "It is easily seen," 
sighed I1 Qzcotidkna, "that the most un- 
disciplined drivers are ours." 

Meanwhile Britain had been turning 
back the clock, traffic-wise, so that her 
1952 accident rate rivaled the horrible con- 
ditions of the 1944 wartime bkk-outs. 
During 1952 her accident rate soared 38 
per cent, from 215 to 297 a month, This 
was charged to trying an experimental sys- 
tem of traffic control. For New York city 
to adopt London's accident-control pattern 
would be just "homicidal," Acting Traffic 
Commissioner T. T. Wiky told a New York 
Times reporter on February 2, 1952. 
Traffic slaughter in the United States, as 

in other countries, has become a national 
disgrace, keeping pace with the growing 
crime rate, demomIlzing political scandals, 
juvenile and adult delinquency. "A disgrace 
to any civilized nation," National Safety 
Council spokesman Paul Jones c a M  it. 
Virginia's state hfghwqy commissioner 
pointed to the rate at which traffic victims 
were being rushed to hospitals in 1950. He 
counted 270,000 cases, at a cost of 17 per 
cent of the national blood plasma bank, 
$45 millions in money, and 485,000 man- 
years of productive work. 

A Leading Manifestatton of Crime 
One judge cites traffic violators as mak- 

ing up one of the country's four major 
bodies of criminals. Chief Justice Arthur 
J. Vanderbiit of the New Jersey Supreme 
Court, in his charge, marveled at  the cal- 
lous way human nature shrugs off trafic 
violations. Here is a man or woman who, 
one moment, is a model parent, a respect- 
able citizen; but who, when settling under 
a steering wheel, bcomes a conscienceless 
lawbreaker and pot enf ial murderer, the 
judge observed. 



"We have a perfectly human tendency to 
shut our eyes to the enormity of the over- 
all problem of traWc law-enforcement," he 
continued. Pmof that we shut our eyes to 
the problem is reflected in the enonnou 
number of "lives lost, careers blasted, 
homes disrupted and property destroyed 
by motorists." 

When it  comes down to our individual, 
personal contribution ta one of the "four 
leading manifestations of crime," the judge 
pointed out, "we seek to minimize the 
significance of the particular case m which 
we may be concerned." 

"Family Auto Nation's Most Deadly 
Weapon." Far from a scare headline, this 
announcement appeared in the New York 
Tzmes of December 20,1953, with a leading 
paragraph that stated laconically: "The 
deadliest weapon in American history is 
the family automobile." 

The radio warns us every day that in 
seven out of ten bad accidents a t  least one 
driver flagrantly violated a traffic law. The 
criminal who commits more than a third of 
the traffic crimes is the speeder. Next to 
him, the drinking driver commits one out 
of every four violations. Only about 8 per 
cent of traffic fatalities are caused by me- 
chanical failures. I t  takes no mastermind 
to see why ahnost all tragedies on the road 
must come to rest on the heads of careless. ~-~~ ~~~~ 

thoughtless, reckless drivers. 
Violaling traffic laws is one of the most 

iallous manifestations of selfishness. If you 

willfully violate traWe rules how can you 
respect other people's lives and p r w r t y ?  
How can you really I-espect your own? 
Much less, how can you appreciate your 
Creator, who gave you life and good thimgs 
to enjoy, and who gave the same to your 
fellow man? Memileasly the Bible speaks 
of the "daring, self-willed" disposition as 
belonging to those who were "like unrea- 
soning animals born naturally to be caught 
and destroyed."-2 Peter 2:lO-12, N m  
World Trans. 

This summer 4,000 congregations of 
Christians, Jehovah's witnesses, will be 
driving toward twenty-one district assem- 
bly points throughout the United States 
and Canada. This will mean a traffic flow 
of almost 200,000 people in about 50,000 
automobiles. Normally, every time 50,000 
cars move one mile apiece, foyr people are 
killed and flfteen are injured. Will these 
Christian delegates maintain this national 
average during their conventions? I t  is un- 
thinkable, however, that such a group of 
people will contribute any such share to the 
national delinquency, either by speeding or 
drinking or otherwise hreaking the laws of 
the land and the laws of their God. The 
record of Jehovah's witnesses at other as- 
semblies speaks well of their driving con- 
duct. 

If you are a car driver, remember this: 
At any time and all the time, the wheel you 
hold is the deadliest weapon in American 
history. 

D O  TINTED WINDSHIELDS IMPAIR OR IMPROVE VISION? 
a Reprts from the Iowa State College driving research laboratory indicate that 
night vision is not improved by tinted windshields except far a few persons. Alter 
scientists tested sixty rubjecta, they came to the conclusion that any kind a1 Biter 
that reduces the band of visible light transmlrted through the windshield to the 
driver will slightly weaken seeing emciency. 





stronghearted Men 

T HE future viewed from purely a human 
standpoint alone, without any howl- 

orlee or consideration of the Bible and its .--. ~- 

prophecies, demands a strong heart. Weak- 
hearted men will not survive this world's 
end. 

Jehovah, the wonderfully wise Creator, 
who fashioned this matchless organ, the 
heart, also produced those qualities and 
faculties symbolized by the heart. He 
knows the heart better than anybody else. 
His very Ward "is able to discern the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart." With 
his spirit he can harden, strengthen, weak- 
en, or even break the heart. Yes, his very 
works, actions, dealings, words and spirit 
have powerful effect upon the human heart 
and what it symbolizes.-Hebrews 4:12, 
New Wmld Trans. 

For example: He hardened Pharaoh's 
heart by his manner of dealing with him. 
He caused the hearts of the Canaanites to 
melt by having them to hear of his mighty 
works. "As soon as we had heard these 
things, our hearts did melt." Even strong- 
hearted Job complained that God weakened 
or softened his heart by permitting such 
a painful test to come upon him without 
letting him know the reason for the test. 
Even Jehovah himself, the almighty Crea- 
tor, speaks of having a heart that can be 
grieved or that can be made happy. Surely, 
the heart is an all-important part of our 
anatomy. I t  must be kept healthy, pro- 
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tected and made stmng.Joshua 2:ll: 
Exodus 7:3; Job 23:16. 

The devastating eEe& o l  fear of an 
atomic- or hydrogen-bomb war and the 
constant barrage of propaganda are having 
a telling effect upon the minds and hearts 
of men. Mental sicloless and heart disease 
are the number one killers in the United 
States. This fact accentuates the need for 
taking proper care of the heart. Jesus said 
of these times: "Also there will be signs in 
sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 
anguish of nations, not knowing the way 
out because of the rooring of the sea and 
its agitation, while men become faint out 
of fear and expectation of the things com- 
ing upon the inhabited earth; for the pow- 
ers of the heavens will be shaken."'-Luke 
21:25, 26, New World Trans. 

While the old world quakes in fear and 
the promises of its leaders have all proved 
vain, empty, yet there are those who have 
taken courage and remain stronghearted 
in face of world disaster. They are those 
who call upon Jehovah Gad for strength. 
"I had fainted, unless I had believed to see 
the goodness of Jehovah in the land of the 
living. Wait for Jehovah: be strong, and 
let thy heart take courage; yea, wait thou 
for Jehovah.(.-Psalm 27:13,14, Am. Stan. 
Ver. 

Jehovah God faces the future with cour- 
age. His heart is not faint. Those putting 
faith in him will not grow faint, because 
he says that he will "revive the heart of 
the contrite ones." Jesus, who endured the 
test, said: "Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Exercise faith in God, exercise 
faith also in me." So, to he stronghearted 
requires faith in God and Christ. Men 
without faith are terribly we&.--Isaiah 
57:15; John 14:1, NEW Wmkl Trans. 

But how can one who is afflicted with a 
severe or incurable heart ailment bestronr- - 
hearted as commanded in God's Word? The 
term "heart" in the Bible is often used in a 



figurative way, a& a symbol of the mind, the 
disposition, the love and actuating motive 
of the individual. When the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures were written the word for heart "de- 
noted the seat of a11 affective and reason- 
ing activity of the mind: the emotions of 
love and hate, desire, joy, sorrow, courage, 
loyalty, fear, pride, were thought to reside 
in the heart, so also did the faculties of 
memory, imagination and reasoning." (Al- 
bright's Archaeology and the Religiola of 
Ismel, pages 24,25) And they thought this 
not without good reason. For today it is 
known that all such mental emotional ac- 
tivities directly affect the literal heart. In 
this sense the term heart is used at Prov- 
erbs 4 : 23 : "Guard your heart with a11 vigi- 
lance, for thence are the well-springs of 
life."-An Amer. Trans. 
To keep or guard our hearts is a matter 

of life. Human experience shows diseases 
of the heart are usually traceable to some- 
thing primarily wrong in other organs and 
that if the heart is impaired or badly af- 
fected it cannot do its work right. If this 
state is not corrected but is allowed to con- 
tinue, death will follow to the human crea- 
ture. The Christian cannot afford to let 
such a thing happen in a spiritual way. 
Carelessness of his spirituaI heart condi- 
tion may mean eternal destruction. 

Our hearts stand for what we are on the 
inside, and which is determined by what we 
like to think about, or where our love and 
affection are centered. If we allod dur 
heart to dwell on the corrupt things of this 
old world, soon it will weaken our whole 
spiritual ouff ook. When the time comes for 
us to stand in integrity, we shall faH. 

How, then, can we strengthen and im- 
prove our heart condition? By guarding 
our hearts, yes, by carefully watching the 
things on which we fix our affections, by 
thinking right things, by feeding the mind 
with proper desires and longings. Strong 
hearts are made by filling them with the 

thoughts and promises of God's Word. 
"Thy word have 1 Iaid up in my heart, that 
I might not sh against thee." God's Word 
within our hearts will strengthen them for 
any trial. halizlng how vital the right con- 
dition of our hearts is to gaining everlast- 
ing life, we pray just as the psalmist did 
after he had studied and thought upon 
God's Word: "Let the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart be accept- 
able in thy sight, 0 Jehovah, my rock, and 
my redeemer."-Psalm 119 : 11; 19 : 14, Am. 
Btan. Ver. 

Knowledge of Jehovah God and his pur- 
poses and of his protective power gives 
strength to the human heart. Our earthly 
life depends upon the nourishment that is 
supplied our human bodies. Likewise we 
as Christians need spiritual nourishment 
to keep strong to do his work with boldness 
and gladness. Hence we must feed upon 
Jehovah's Word and promises. We must fill 
our minds and hearts with his mighty deeds 
and his purposes for his kingdom. We 
must fix our hearts firm for his side of the 
issue of universal sovereignty, knowing 
that by staying true and keeping integrity 
to Him we shall have a part in vindicating 
his name. Fix your heart affections on God 
and his kingdom by Christ Jesus. Then we 
shall be wise and stronghearted men. "A 
wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowl- 
edge increaseth strength."-Proverbs 24 : 5. 

To do all this you must increase your 
knowledge. So study God's Word private- 
ly and in company with others. Enlarge 
your Iove for God by increasing your con- 
viction and faith. Build up the fortifica- 
tions of your heart while there is tipe. 
When men's hearts of the old world fail at 
Armageddon, yours will remain strong, 
being buttressed with the spirit and Word 
of Cod, which stand forever. "My flesh and 
my heart faileth: but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever." 
-Psalm 73 : 26. 

A W A K E !  



Belgium 
COUNTRY anciently named the Gallia 
Belglca 1s what we today call Belgium. A . .  

It is not a large country; in fact, it has 
only about eight and a half million inhab- 
itants. Its capital city, Brussels, is modern 
even though its history dates back to times 
before Charlemagne. This mixture of me- 
dievalism and modernism, plus a deeyly 
rooted Catholicism allied with a hanker- 
ing after socialism, is characteristic of 
Belgium. 

The Belgians are a simple, home-loving 
people. As a nation they are not famed as 
"globe-trotters," but love to stay in their 
own little family circk.  Their religion is 
mainly Roman Catholic. The towns of 
Malines, Bruges, Louvain and Lierre are 
tiny offshoots of Rome, like Quebec and 
Lourdes. In this land of priests, where one 
is constantly confronted with bearded and 
sandaled Franciscans and their bicycles; 
the Beguines, the singular order of Cath- 
olic "sisters" who take vows yet are always 
free to leave, and mwiads of nuns who are 
conspicu6us in their hats of every shape, 
among them the winged cornettes, which 
in the East are called the "Swallows of Al- 
lah," are found Jehovah's witnesses who 
proclaim God's kingdom as mankind's only 
hope. 

In this Roman Catholic stronghold Jeho- 
vah's witnesses are having a grand time 
declarine God's numose to these s~irituallv 

like you and she has that green book." To 
the surprise of the congregation servant 
who contacted her, the hairdresser turned 
out to be a zealous preacher despite the fact 
that she never was instructed by one of 
Jehovah's witnesses. She read "Let God Be 
True" many times, loaned it  to her neigh- 
bors to read, preached to  her customers at 
her place of business and was fully con. 
vinced that Jehovah's witnesses were 
preaching the truth. One of her customers 
said to her: "You had better be careful 
what you say. You know many of your 
clients are Catholics and your business 
might suffer if you continue to talk about 
God and'the Bible the way you do." The 
hairdresser's reply was quick and to the 
point: "Eternal life is much more impor- 
tant than hairdressing." To this day her 
business has not suffered and her custom- 
ers keep coming back to hear more of the 
gwd news. 

Another interesting experience came 
from this same section of Belgium. A young 
Catholic man, age 20, in less than two 
months heard, studied and became one of 
Jehovah's witnesses. What prompted this 
quick conversion? None other than the 
priest. Shortly after contacting one of Je- 
hovah's witnesses he went to see his priest. 
Every time he bmught up the subject of 
the BIble the priest would cleverly side-step 
the i sue  or question. Then the priest of- 
fered the young man his advice: "Put the 
Bible awav for a few months: take a course 

~~~~~~~~ ~~u ~ ~ 

starved wnole. ~ o r e x a m ~ l e :  A hairdresser in ohilosoohv first and then read the Bible. ..-...-r..r ~~ ~ ~ . . ~ ~ 

living in Yvorr recrivcd a copy of the book You will undcrstnnd it much better." By 
"Let  Cai Bc True". When working lhi.. un- thesr \,cry n o d s  the priest un\s,itringly 
asr~dterAtoryJehovah's\$,~tnebzcsncre chased onc of hi+ flwk into Jehovah's 
told that a woman at Yvoir "speaks just sheepfold 
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~andemonium in Parlnment sial issue Is J. Robert Oppen. 
8 Japan's diplomats and Legis. heimer, a physicist believed to 
lators have been noted for know as much about nuclear 
their fauitleSs dienitv. But one weaoons as anv man alive. 
.Ins 1" ~ u n e  rllcn;;y r;ok il holl ~.n.;, 1%- h: nu; b w n  a mcm 
I .y ;.ncl pantletnt,nl~m r ~ ~ g n ~ v l  1L~r i l f  I ..cln~xnlrt~. (11 n i n ~  

tory." And letters poured into 
~ o k y o  newspapers, many of 
lhemlampooning the Diet with 
terns such as "our monkey 
house." 

U. 8.: Loyalty Not Enoulh 
e  he center of a controver- 
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New Cmnnundsr lor indo-chlna 
O After the fortress of Dien- 
bienphu fell to the Commu. 
nists. France rent General Paul 
Ely, chief of staff of French 
a m d  farces. an a tour nt 

ic Energy Commission. Last 
July 7 the Atomlc Energy 
Commissim chairman ordered 

top commander in eight years 
in Indo-Chlna. 

The war in Mslays 
8 When the Japanese took 
Over Malaya in 1942. the Com- 

him was that he oiposeh the 
H-bomb. Yet the board found 
his opposition was "motivated 
bv deeD moral eonvietion" and 

tists felt that the security 
system was being "extended 
beyond' reasonable bounds." 

munists sought refuge in the 
jungle. They emerged after 
Japan's surrender in 1945 and 
tried to take eantmi of the 
country, but allied forces pre- 
vented this. When the C o m w  
nist party was declared illegal 
in 1948, its members returned 
to the iunele. where the" had . - .  . ~~~~~~ 

stored arms and ammunition. 
sin& four flfths of the Malaya 
Federation is covered by un .  
gle, little progress was~r&de 
in upmotlng the Reds. So dense 
is the jungle that, until the 
emergency, vast parts were 
never explored by white men. 
In 1952, after four years of 
w a r f a r e ,  t h e  Cammunis t s  
seemed to be gaining the upper 
hand: so Britain sent General 
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Sir Gerald Z'empler to Malaya. 
Emploflng tactics girnilar to 
those used on the Huks by 
Philippine's President Magsay- 
say, Temphr impmved the 
Bdthh position. By June tile 
Brftfsh score was 4,947 Commu- 
nists killed, 2,559 wounded and 
1,359 had surrendered. Though 
the war is by no means a t  an 
end, there still being a "hard 
core" of about 4,000 fanatical 
Communists, Britain has re- 
assigned General Templer. Be- 
fore leaving Malaya, Templer 
stated that If Xndo-China shouId 
fall, a fierce wave of terrorism 
could be expected in Malaya, 
The. general feeling now is 
that, unless Malayan guerril- 
las get help from Red China, 
the British can handle the situ- 
ation. 

Quahnda's  Emergency 
@ Flyfng over Guatemala City 
on May 24, a mysterious plane 
dropped antigovernment leaf- 
lets. A few days later the gov- 
ernment announced the discov- 
ery of a plot to overthrow Pres- 
i d q t  Jacobo Arbenz: "A plot 
-one of the best-organized 
conspiracies In the history of 
the country-has been un- 
earthed. Those arrested were 
the vanguard of forces based on 
foreign soil.'' As the plot col- 
lapsed dozens of prominent citi- 
zens dashed for  asylum in for- 
eign embassies. Hundreds wen t 
into hiding. No sooner had the 
plot been uprooted than the 
mysterious, unmarked planc 
reappeared (6 /7 ) ,  dropping its 
opposition leaflets on Quetzal- 
tenango, the second-largest 
city. These conditions prompt- 
ed the government to suspend 
constitutional guarantees of 
freedom of speech, press and 
agsembly. Such a suspension is 
customarily resorted to only 
in times of national emergency. 

Trouble in Uganda 
@ Just to the west of terror- 
stricken Kenya i s  the British 
protectorate of Uganda. Ugan- 
da, like Kenya, is now jn a 

state of emergency. The gover- 
nor of Uganda revealed that 
a terror campaign directed 
against white settlers and AfrI- 
cans alike was sweeping the 
province of Buganda. Last No- 
vember the Bri tf sh government 
deposed the king of the  Bu- 
ganda, the colony's largest 
tribe. A trade boycott by the 
Africa people ensued. The 
troubdd state of afPairs that 
developed resulted not only in 
the proclamation of near-mar- 
tial law but the elimination of 
Buganda from Queen Eliza- 
beth's itinerary during her 
commonwealth tour. 

Greece Jofns Balkan Entente 
@ Seven years ago Yugoslavia, 
together with Albania and Bul- 
garia, was aidIng Communist 
guerrillas in Greece. But in 
June this year the atmosphere 
was entirely different. In fact, 
Greece's Communists (Moscow 
variety) were thrown into jail 
for a few days. For Yugo- 
slavia's Marshal Tito had sailed 
into the Greek harbor of Pi- 
raeus on a state visit. The busj- 
ness: agreelng to flnal details 
for a new Balkan entente. 
Within two hours Marshal Tito 
and Greek Premier Alexander 
Papagos had come to agree. 
ment. The new agreement al- 
lies Greece, Yugoslavia and 
Turkey, thus making available 
an army of 800,000 fighters to 
repel any attack that may 
come from or through the Com- 
munist countries of Bulgaria 
and Albania. The new Balkan 
entente i s  the flrst in twenty 
years and brings together a re- 
public, a monarchy and a Com- 
munist dictatorship. 

Austrslia: Victory for l snz ie s  
@ The closest eIectora1 contest 
in the history of the Australian 
Parliament ended May 29. 
About 4,800,000 voters cast 
their (compulsory 1 ballots. The 
result: victory for Prime Min- 
ister Robert Menzies Liberal 
and Country party government. 
But the  voting was close. The 

losers, the Labor party, got 
some 200,000 more votes than 
the victors. But electoral gerry- 
manders enabled Menzieri' to 
keep control of the House of 
Representatives by at least 
seven seats. For P r i m  Minis- 
ter Menzfes, who was returned 
to ofice for three more years, 
it was the most strenuous cam- 
paign of his career. By pIane 
and auto he traveled some 
10,000 miles to make speeches. 
Speaking at Sydney, a strong 
Labor city, Menzies was relatl 
ing impressive statistjcs (elec- 
tricity up 50 per cent, iron up 
40 per cent, etc.) when an oppo- 
sition "plant" in the crowd 
shouted: "What about pig inn, 
Bob?" The crowd roared with 
laughter because "Pig Iron 
Bob" was Menzies' nickname 
before World War 11, when he 
permitted pig iron to be shipped 
to Japan. Menzies' retort 
prompted even more laughter: 
"Glad you mentioned it. Pig 
iron is up by 50 per cent, and 
judging from some people in 
this hall, production of gas 
must be up more than that." 

MXG Attacks "Plg Ferry'' 
Q One morning in June a Bel- 
gian planc loaded with pure- 
bred pigs was dying over Yugo- 
slavia near the Hungarian bor- 
der. Suddenly a red-starred 
MXG flghter plane dived out of 
the clouds and tried to force 
the Belgian plane toward the 
Hungarian frontier. The Bel- 
gian pilot refused to turn 
about. Then the MIG opened 
fire with its cannons, wound- 
ing the pilot and killing the  
radio operator. The copilot 
managed to make an emergen- 
cy landing at Graz, Austria. 
Why the Reds wanted to com- 
mandeer a planeload of pigs 
remained a mystery. 

Cuba: Hairbreadth Escape 
@ Recently, Cuba added a new 
word to its vocabulary. I t  is 
aureliamada. It means a hair- 
breadth escape, one made in 
a most hajr-raising manner. 

A W A K E !  



ntr whereahoulr Twenty pa 
i k e  ram convcrecd on Aurella 
no's retreat. gut  AureUano 
zoomed away in a 1954 Old* 
mobile with the oolice close be. 

word ~l%~eIia"ado. But A m  
liano himself had enough of 
aurelianadaa, for he fled to the 
Uruguayan embassy far  asy. 
ium and was given safe eon. 
duct fmm the country. 

three yeam, Mr. Eecles report- 
ed his flndln~s: Frantenae was 
a wastrel, a bungler and a tlm. 
id commander. Other *vela. 
tlons: his government ahnost 
mined Quebec, he was not a 
stmng.willed Indian fighter. he 
fought to get the Uon's share 

Esat (fimany: CoaUy Error 
@ An East German newspaper 
editor was reeently connieted of 
sabotage. The sabotage &me 
Stemmed fmm an error in 
his newspaper. In pllntlhg the 
omcia1 text of a 
condolence on S t u n ' s  death, 
he made an error, eauslng 
Stalln to be referred to a s  "the 
excellent flghter for the p m r -  
vation and strengthening of 
war in the world." The odgl- 
nal t e a  called Stall" a flghter 
for "peace.'' For the emr the 
editor was sentenced to flve 
yearn s t  hard labor. 

A VACATION THAT I S  

a If you have not a8 yet planned your vacation for this year and can possibly 
arrange it for the last t h W  of July, why not do so and spend it advantagemslyl 
That is, by attending any of the fourteen assemblies of Jehovalfa witnesses during 
this period. 

You mlght envision a vacation as only one apent in the mountains, on {he  sea^ 

shore or along some beautiful lake in a retreat, to be alone: and feel that ma is 
the way to return to your work refreshed and rested. Remember, a vacation is 
not necessarily a time when one does NOTHINO. but Father a time apent doing some. 
thing different. In  this sense, then, why not spend your vacation a t  an assembly of 
Christians? You will then know how to spend your time wisely, Learning of the 
heavenly Father, Jehovah, and his pmmise of life in peace and health, which will 
last for an eternity. 

See the previous issue far locations. There, too, you will see later assembly loca. 
tions for the extreme Northwest and Canada. 




