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“Now it is high time to awake.”

==Romons 13:11
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Quiz Show “Charity”

NE of radio’s many problems is who
should be able to broadcast what.

America has a wide selection of programs,
and U. S. stations are supposed to operate
“in the public interest, convenience and
necessity.” But the stations' actual adher-
ence to this standard comes into question
when they frequently subject their listen-
ers to long and often ridiculous advertising
claims. Britain got away from this by
nationalizing radio and having no commer-
cials, but as a result it does not have a wide
selection of programs, one’s being able to
choose from only three BBC broadcasts.

One frequently criticized American in-
novation in radio and television is the quiz
program, which selects from the studio
audience contestants who are willing to
face the microphones for a chance at
prizes. Once these were even banned by the
Federal Communications Commission, but
the ban was withdrawn. Their purpose, of
course, is to provide entertainment until
the sponsor’s advertisement is put on.

Though the more or less new idea of
making these programs sound “charitable”
has been tried, this is obviously still with
the basic view in mind of adding to the
sponsor’s sales, Charity draws on the lis-
tener’s emotions, builds up their interest
and gives them a good feeling about a rich
corporation helping a small person in need.
. But Life magazirie recently asked: “Is it
true charity?)’
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Take the example of a girl of Mexican-
Navaho parentage who recently told a
pathetic story on Si{rike If Rich about be-
ing in danger of losing her gift shop in
Washington because she was behind on the
rent. When, in telling her story, she began
to sob, the television cameras moved in
close so everyone could watch. And they
stayed there while the program gave her
the chance to win money by correctly an-
swering questions. She did know whether
a lemur was an air or land animal, gave
President Gleveland's first name ‘and re-
membered the name of the tune “Speak to
Me of Love,” thus winning $165 plus an-
other $100 that a dairy president promised
her over the phone. So grateful she was
that she kissed the annhouncer’s hand.

Life said it felt sorry for the woman, .
“but far sorrier for U.S. civilization"
where “defenders of giveaway shows are
loud in praise of the charity bestowed”
while the Bible says “Charity vaunteth not
itself, is not puffed up.” It asked: “If a
roller skate manufacturer is moved by the
plight of a paraplegic, why doesn’t he buy
him a wheelchair, instead of smothering
him with brand-name roller skates?” It
further showed the bad taste involved in
some such programs: facing an elderly
couple on Place the Face with young people
who had béen paying them a small sum
each week for injuries in an automobile
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accident, and confronting a would-be sul-
cide with the man who rescued him.

Such “charitable” acts are not just her-
alded with & trumpet in the streets, they
are emblazoned upon the screens of millipns
of television sets—an emotional pull on the
listeners to buy more of the sponsor’s prod-
uct. How great a contrast with Jesus’ in-
structions regarding charity: ‘“When you
start making gifts of mercy, do not blow
a trumpet ahead of you, just as the hypo-
crites do , . ., But you, when making gifts
of mercy, do not let your left hand know
what your right is doing, that your gifts of
mercy may be in secret; then your Father
who is looking on in secret will repay you.”
—Matthew 6:2-4, New World Trans.

There is nothing secret about a national
television program. The sponsor expects
a reward. That is why he paid for it. His
is a sound investment, a carefully consid-
ered dollars-snd-cents advertising scheme.
But his reward of financial gain will not
equal the blessings that come to those
whose gifts are of mercy, are real charity,
the kind given out of love and remembered
by God.

But how could it be considered charity
at all? Was not the woman from Washing-
ton a better attraction than a highly paid
comedian would have been? The comedian
would not have considered the pay he re-
ceived for being on the program as charity;
why should the money paid to a better
attraction be considered as such? While a
comedian might tickle the funnybocne, she
played on the heartstrings. And the cost
for such a striking program was trivial.
Figures produced by the American Re-
search Bureau in March showed an aver-
age cost of $34,000, exclusive of broadeast-
ing time, for the top seven network tele-
vision shows, The only one of this top seven
that was a quiz program had cost its spon-

sors the least of all, $14,000 less than the
average and $30,000 less than the highest!
Quiz shows are cheap because only the
master of ceremonies needs talent and be-
cause elaborate sets are not needed. Now
there certainly is no objection to economy,
but under such circumstances a few hun-
dred dollars to a deserving contestant is
profit to the sponsor, not bigheartedness.
It is only a part of what he would have
paid had he used professional performers.

Britain’s BBC broadcasts its intellectual
“Third Programme" comfortably on a very
limited budget “because professors, even
in England, cost less than comedians.”
Could it be, too, that in America charity
is cheap? If so, then not charity but purely
commercial gain is the primary motive.
The quiz show may give the job of provid-
ing entertainment to someone who is in
need rather than to professional entertain-
ers, but true charity does not need to make
a public show of the one who is suffering
hardship, nor make a nationwide television
announcement of the help given, It is done
out of Iove for the one in need, not love for
listener-ratings or advertising stunts. Jesus
instructed: ‘““Take good care not to practice
your righteousness in front of men in order
to be observed by them; otherwise you will
have no reward with your Father who is
in the heavens.”—Matthew 6:1, New World
Trans.

There is, of course, no objection to giv-
ing the job to those who are in need, nor
to having the audience participate, nor to
rewarding them for successful answers to
quizzes, though there may be a question of
taste about how much of an individual’s
troubles should be broadcast to the nation.
There is, however, a need to keep the rec-
ord clear: radio’s “giveaway” shows are
not Christian charity.
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The first of a series of arti-
cles discussing things that you

is inter- in addition to his belng

VERYONE

ested in momey: the
housewife who tries to

may not know about money

a good and conscientious
worker, enjoys his fam-

stretch it over the week’s SR

purchases, the father whose labors eam
it and the children who would like their
parents to give them more of it. A great
deal of most people's life centers around
money—earning it so they can buy their
needs, storing some of it up for future secu-
rity. Today it is one of the most common,
yet least understood things in the world,

Here is an example that illustrates one
point about money, an example that in-
volves an average man, whom, for our
illustration, we will call Jones. Jonhes
spends all his time making money. At first
thought that may sound good, because al-
most everyone could use a bit more money,
But take a closer look. He goes 50 far in
his money-making that he is grumpy and
irritable all the time; he is too busy to
enjoy his family, and they do not really
enjoy him. What is worse, he has no time
for more important things. He just wants
*security”; and jingling the coins in his
pocket, watching the bank teller make
beautiful marks in his bankbock, or stuff-
ing his old sock with money are the only
ways Jones knows how to spell it,

Along comes someone with a different
aim jn life, another man who also supports
his family, provides for necessities and
reasonable wants, and really takes his ob-
ligations seriously, but who is not obsessed
with Jones’ insane dollar-drive, This man,
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ily and is loved by them,
improves his mind and serves his God. But
Jones thinks the happier man is c¢razy.

To a Christian who spends time teaching
others God’'s Word, and warmheartedly
helps them, Jones sneers: “What does it
get you? Who pays you? There hag to be
a catch to it somewhere!”

Yet, which man has real security? Jones
thinks he has, thinks he is “materialistic,”
and would be highly insulted if you told
him he is living on faith. But he is, for the
foundation of his “good solid cash” is
termite-ridden. How so? To understand,
one must first understand what money
really is and what does or does not stand
behind it.

What Is Money?

Money has been defined in many ways:
“purchasing power,” "a medium of ex-
change,” a commuon denominator of value
between what men have to offer and what
other men desire, and even “the nothing
you get for something before you can gel
anything.”

Money, however, may be “something.”
It may be gold, silver or other precious
metals that are desired by all, recognizec
as of value and easy to transport. If you
get such valuable metals for your labors
then you get something of value thal
you can keep until you exchange its valw
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for something you want to buy. Tecday,
though, money Is more apt to be “noth-
ing,” a printed piece of paper, a scribbied
check, a number written on the banker's
books—nothing that has value in itself,
just promises to pay. These, of course, are
promises that can be kept, but that, under
certain circumstances, will be readily
broken.

While the value of gold or silver normal-
ly changes slowly, the value of these prom-
ises fluctuates wildly, and sometimes their
value collapses completely. If, like our
friend Jones, you are trusting in them for
the future, you may find that when you
go to spend them their value has so dwin-
dled that an amazing amount of your “se-
curity” is gone. Even in the*United States
our friend Jones has lost in purchasing
power more than 40 per cent of every dol-
lar he confidently put away in 1939.

But, protests Jones, supporting all this
paper money is gold or silver, and that is
what gives the money its worth, With this
‘precious metal standing behind it and its
being stored in government vaults to as-
sure the money’s value, Jones thinks this
paper money should be literally as good
as gold. But, we ask, where is all this gold
that supports his money? On January 27,
1953, the gold and silver held by the U. S.
Treasury amounted to just over $25 billion,
less than half the amount that is invested
in U. 8. savings bonds, about a twelfth of
the nation’s approximately $300 billion
total savings!®

It is not precious metals, but it is the
faith that everyone has that the next per-
sah will take inh payment the same printed
pieces of paper that he accepts that gives
the greatest portion of the world's money

* The New York Times:, ADril 12, carried the U, 5§,
Treasury report of April 11 that its supply of gold and
ailver on January 27 was $25,190,489 299 31, mformation
Filesse Almanac {1953) says, on page 315, that In 1851
$57.587,000,000 was invested In U. 5. savings bonds, and
at that time in the U. 5. It gave the flgure $290,532 -
000,000 as 1ts total of Indlvidual savings.
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its value. As long as everyone has this
faith, the money Is sound. Without it,
money’s value would collapse,

Various-Kinds of Money

This brings up the value of different
kinds of money. Obviously, the frmest
kind is full-bodied or commodity money,
metal coins that contain enough gold or
other precious metal to equal their full
value. These are more than a promise, he-
ing literally ‘‘worth their weight in gold"”
(or silver). This type of money has all but
disappeared.

Next in value would be paper money
that can be exchanged for pold or silver,
representative money that represents a
certain amount of precious metals. This is
more convenient to handle, but sometimes
the government changes the amount of
gold the paper represents, ar vepudictes
entirely its promise to pay you the gold.
This kind of money also is becoming rare.
Bank of England notes were formerly of
this type, as were gold certificates in the
United States until 1933.

Most money today, however, is fiduciary
maoney, money that is based on trust rather
than on the value of precious metals, This
includes the world’s paper money, since it
is based on the public’s trust rather than
on any redemption in gold. It also includes
the majority of coins, since they stand for
more value than the metal of which they
are made. Sometimes this is called fiat
money, because its value stems from gov-
ernment fiat (or decree) that it shall be-
come legal tender, which means that it
must be accepted if offered in payment of
a debt. In its most extreme sense, how-
ever, this latter term applies to the “print-
ing press” money that governments turn
off on printing presses when they are in
need, and which they require that people
accept in payment of the government’s

AWAKE!



debts, Examples are the Greenbacks issued
in the United States during the Civil War
and the Treasury Notes issued in Britain
in 1914,

A major objection to such unbacked
ourrency, especially to our friend Janes,
who 1a wearing himself down while build-
ing up his stocks of it, is that there is no
guarantee that it will retain its value, Un-
like gold or silver that could be melted
down and sold for approximately what was
given up for it in the flrst piace, unbacked
currency is just a receipt or an “I.O.U."
an “I,0.U.” whosé value may change at
any time as 8 result of governmenta!l poli-
cies, deliberate devaluation, or inflatlonary
pressure. And if its velue does change, our
friend Jones can do nothlng about it.

Franz Pick, publisher of the annual $25-
a-copy World Currency Report, says that
the business balance sheets prepared in
“paper dellars of annually diminishing val-
ue''—the very thing in which Jones trusts
~-are “filnaneial comic books."

Bank Money

Thys far, however, woe have dealt with
oflly the amaller portion of modern money.
Most of what is spent to pay bills and the
rent and to buy houses, construct build-
ings and turn the wheels of industry is not
the government-produced bills and coins
discussed above, but is “bank money.” In
parts of Europe this is basically the bank
note; in the United States, Canada and
Britain it is primarily the check. Checks
and bank notes do the work of money be-
cause people have faith that they can be
converted into money on demand.

Long ago, however, as the next article
“in thig series will dlscuss in more detail,
the banks learned that as Jong as people
would use checks or bank notes the banks
could lend out far more raoney than they
actually have, in a sense “creating’ this
bank meney on their books. A praspective
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borrower promises the bank that he will
repay the loan that he is asking the bank
to make, If the bank thinks his promise is
sound it can turn this man’s promise to re-
pay inta sperdable moncy. If they lent out
something tangible, like dollar bills, they
could not do this, but instead they merely
Jist the amount of the Joan on the cllent’s
account, lelting him write checks on it
The reason they ¢an let their clients write
checks for more money thah the bank has
15 that rarely does the bank have (0 pay
out money for these checks; most people
will want them deposited in thelr own ac-
counts. This being the case, when the aver-
age borrower pays others by check the
bank merely transfers the amount of that
check from the borrower's account to the
account of the one to whom payment was
made. Thus, no money passed at all, the
bank was able to lend out something that,
for mll practical purposes, served as money,
and it will eventually get this back with
interest when the loan is repaid.

The bank, of course, receives and.pays
out cash, and keeps a reserve on hand to
pay those who do want coing or bills, but
it does not rneed too great a supply of
money at any one time, since most of its
business is just transferring records.®

For every dollar the bank has it can
safely, according to what is consldered
sound banking principle, loan out the right
t0 draw checks on four, five or more dol-
lars {(or, in parts of the world where check-
ing accounts are not so common, might
loan out bank notes to this amount). The
thing that limits the amount of money the
bank can thus “create” is the reserve it
must keep in actual money for those per-
sons who will demand payment in cash.
And, amazingly, for al! normal circum-

* Even If 1the check drawn ¢h one bank I turned In t5
another, 1t can merely go through a <learinghouss
where ke checks from each pank are cancalsd out
against each other, and payment |5 oaneceasary unkeas
ope bank xeis mare checks back froop pther banks than
it tume In t¢c the cleaningruse
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gtances this procedure of adding to the
amount of money in chrculation is sound.
Since it ties up only a2 small amount of
real money, it keeps the interest rates
down, It enables businessmen t0o borrow {o
expand their businesses, providing work
for more people, enabling them to buy more
things. Also, it allows for seasonal fluctua-
tions in the amount of money that is avail-
able, so that at peak periods, like at har-
vesttime, the banks can expand the amount
of money to meet the greater need. |

However, the entire system is based on
trust, and if ever again the system were fo
falter, as it did in the United Siates In
1933, or as inflatiohs have caused it to do
in other lands, our friend Jones could find
himself a broken man whose faith was
misfounded, whose security has collapsed,
anid whose ulcers and irritableness are the
only remaining evidences of his former
wealth.

The Part Faith Plays

While he may successfully hold his
money, he is living on the faith that he can
do s0, not the security of it. Today’s money
is not the “solid cash” Jones thinks, but
is merely a promise to pay, and since the
promises are not supported by something
solid like gold, they may not always prove
sound. The government can fail to hold
down inflation, the elected leaders can fail
1o deal wisely with the nation’s financial
interests. Franz Pick, referred to above,
says: ‘“People cannot accept arbitrary con-
fiscation through inflation, as practiced by
every government in the world today.” But
Jones must accept it, or else go into black
marketeering in violation of government
ciuTency laws—the activity Pick was ex-
plaining with this statement.

Pick’s early interest in money’s value
came from a personal experience, which

was described in this way in the Saturday
Evening Post,May 2,1953: In Austria “the
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- day he was born, July 6, 1898, his father, 2

grocery salesman, provided for his univer-
sity education by taking cut an endowment-
insurance policy. It had a face value of
15,000 kronen, then equivalent to $3,000.
Twenty-two years later, when Pick was
ready for a university, the policy yielded
the price of two good meals.”

In many lands our Mr. Jones couid have
suffered a loss of wealth similar to Pick’s.
On last May 30, as a resulf of a govern-
ment decree, for every 50 crowns he had
saved in Czechoslovakia he suddenly had
only one left. In Germany in 1923 the value

"of the mark fell so far that for every

1,000,000,000,000 paper marks he saved,
he had the equivalent of just one old gold
mark, I his home had been in China in
1948 he would have found that the value of
his money had so dwindled that a news-
paper cost $25,000. It cost the Chinese
government more to print a $1,000 bill
than that piece of money was worth. When
4 new monetary system was instituted
there In 1948, for every 3,000,000 of the
old dollars he had saved he would have
gotten just one new gold yuan. Then, with-
in a year, this gold yuan was so nearly
worthless that for every 500,000,000 of
them he had saved he would have gotten
just one new silver yuan!

When the foundation of [aith in a na-
tion’s money collapses, or when inflation’s
cancercus tentacles penetrate its finan-
cial system, the whole structure can disin-
tegrate. Savings disappear overnight. The
fruits of years of labor disgolve. Qur theo-
retical Mr. Jones has found his faith mis-
founded, his security collapsed, himself a
broken man; having seen the one thing in
which he trusted crumble to ashes and
blow away.

This in no sense condemns saving or
thrift, Money that is put aside can protect

" In an emergency; insurance can protect

from unforeseen difficulties. As long as
AWARE!



money stands, it provides a defense. There
is nothing wrong with having it if it is
gotten honestly and if getting it does not
keep vou out of (od's service, Buf the
point is that man’s best securities today
prove most insecure. When they do, the
man whose wealth is in his love of God
finds his wealth is real. He has followed
the wise example and, while taking his
obligations sericusly and providing for his
family and their security, has kept fore-
most in mind the great Master’s admoni-
tion given in the sermon on the mount:
“Rather, store up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consume, and where thieves do not break

LMOST everywhere one goes eyes are

seeing, Take a walk through a forest
and hundreds of unseen eyes will be scru-
tinizing you, the eyes of insects, reptiles,
birds and mammals. Should you take a
swim in a river or lake, eyes will see you;
some from above, some from below. And
when you look beneath the ocean’s surface,
millions of eyes will be doing their work of
seeing. There will be eyes as tiny and odd
as the bright-revl “eve-spot” at the end of
the five rays of the common starfish, There
will be eyes as huge and glaring as those
of the giant octopus. Yes, eyes are seeing
all around us, in the water, in the air and
on the ground. Some eyes have built-in
bifocals. Some have built-in telescopes.
Some have built-in windshields. Some
have built-in periscopes. Some can see for-
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in and steal For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.” (Matthew
6:20, 21, New World Trans.) His heart is
in doing good works, in righteousness and
justice. He knows that the god Mammon
has too often been composed of vanity and
false promises, that even if Jones holds on
to his money, if through wise investments
and sleepless nights he is able to keep it,
he will often wonder if it has really been
worth while. One who has put God’s serv-
ice foremost never faces that question. He
has contentment, peace of mind. He knows
that he has done good, and that he has
had both joy and security-—the things
Jones' false god only claims to provide,

ward and backward. Some can see only
upward. And there is one pair of eyes that
is the most beautiful, the most versatile
and the most excellent of all the eyes that
see.

What a marvelous variety of eyes is seen
in Jehovah's creation! In general, these
eyes resemble simple cameras, in that the
lens of the eye forms an inverted image of
objects in front of it on the sensitive reti-
na, which corresponds to the film in a
camera. Even the not-so-complex eyes of
insects have remarkable abilities. They can
perceive a color we are blind te. They can
see things that we can never see. They can
detect ultraviolet light and ean discrimi-
nate it from light of longer wave length
that is visible to us. How few realize that
bees can detect the plane of polarization
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of light and the extent to which it is polar-
ized—something man can do only with the
help -of instruments! To get a compass
bearing, all a bee needs is one small patch
of blue sky, then it can use such a bearing
to direct other bees {rom the same hive to
sources of honeyv!-—8Science Digest, No-
vember, 1953.

Some Amazing Fealures of Eyes

All snakes have good eyes. Africa’s spit-
'ing cobras, at a range of six to twelve feet,
can aim and shoot a twin stream of poison,
hitting a man square in his eyes almost
every time! Snakes never close their eyes:
they have no eyelids. Yet they sleep, all
right. Among mammals this ability to
sleep with eyes open 1s really rare, but
there Is at least one animal that apparently
does this. It is the African elephant shrew,
a tiny mammal that looks like a miniature
elephant. Another odd feature, rare in
marnmals but found in birds and reptiles,
is the third eyelid or built-in windshield,
Crocodlles have eyes placed sufficiently
high in the head to be completely clear of
water while they float. Now if a person
tries to tickle Mr. Crocodile’s eve, a third
eyelid will rapidly draw across the surface
of the eye—a built-in transparent wind-
shield has gone into operation. These third
eyelids, or nictitating membranes, are of
vital importance to birds, since they must
often fly against the wind. Most mainmals
do not have these built-in windshields. So,
- how fortunate is the camel! Jehovah creat-
ed this animal with a transparent evelid
that can be drawn down at will over the
eveball without impairing the sight, With-
out its built-in windshield the least sand-
storm would cause much discomiort to the
““‘ship of the desert.”

Fishes depend largely on eyes for finding
food and escaping enemies., Vision in wa-
ter and vision in air are vastly different.

Thus the normal ‘“‘air eye” is very long-
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sighted In water. And the normal *“water
eye” is patheticelly nearsighted in air.
Famous for its nearsighted actions on
land is the penguin; yet it sees well in
water., Water-dwelling creatures have eyes
made especially for the depth in which
they live. Thus the eyes of fishes that live
on the bottom of the ocean can look only
upward. How fitting, for they have no need
to look downward!

Deep-sea” fishes are often “day blind":
that is, their eyes, specialized for seeing in
the murky depths, are blinded by the glare
of strong light. Most fish have eyes that
are situated in the side of their head, hence
their vision is monocular; that is, only one
eye can be used at a time for viewing an
object. However, fish that chase fleeing .
Prey can use both eyves looking forward.
Extremely amazing is the archer fish. Its
éyes can be directed sideways, upward and
backward but not downward. It has no need
for downward vision, for the archer fish
earns-its living by its acute aerial vision.
Swimming at the surface, it is able to see
small ingects flying above the water. Then
like an expert archer it will shoot a jet of
water, knocking the flying insect into the
stream, providing a tasty morsel for fish-
land’s William Tell!

Another outstanding pair of eyes’ is
found on the tropical fish called anableps,
or the four-eyed fish. Here is a fish with
built-in bifocals! Anableps captures prey
both above and below the surface, so it
needs to see in the air as well as in the
water. Its specialized eves are divided hori-
zontally. The upper half, which normally
projects into the air, is made for air vision,
while the lower half is well suited for un-
derwater vision. So anableps is well
equipped for winning its bread and butter.,
It swims almost continuously at the sur-
face with its “air eyes” thrust above and

its *'water eyes” directed downward. When
anableps encounters very muddy water its
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“alr eyes” are often a lifesaver, Persons
having to wear bifocal spectacles would
certainly feel fortunate if, like anableps, the
two parts of their glasses were part of
themselves and hence unplosable and un-
breakable,

The sea horse is a strange little fish with
a head like that of a tiny horse, Its eyes
senge very slight changes of form and illu-
mination.. So mobile are the sea horse's
eyes that it can apparently see both for-
ward and backward at the same time—
marvelous for catching a bite to eat. The
sight of even the lowly snail is not to be
laughed at, for many snails ‘have built-in
periscopes: their eyes are at the end of
tentacles that are extended or withdrawn
much as a telescope is lengthened or short-
ened, With these periscopelike eyes the
snail can look around a corner without ex-
posing its body. If danger is sensed, the
eyes are swiftly pulled in and the animal
cornpletely retreats into its protective
shell-house.

Mammals depend greatly on their sense
of hearing and smelling to stay alive. But
there are some that also possess acute eye-
sight. The animals with the most farsight-
ed eyes are probably the large grazers on
the plains, such as deer, antelope, giraffes
and horses. But they, like many other
mammals, can use only one eye at a time.
However, animals with eyes in front and
that hunt prey can use both eyes at once.
Of these, the keenest-eyed are perhaps the
wolves and foxes.

Nighi-seeing Eyes

Do some animals really see in the dark?
In absolute darkness no animal can see.
But many animals see more than we do
at mighttime because the pupils of their
eyes are much larger than ours, thus they
cah let into their eyes more of what dim
light there is. When man considers it really
dark, the c¢at can still see because there
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is always a little more light Jeft and Miss
Pussy Cat just opens the pupils of her eyes
to make them larger and let more light in.
Thus one can notice that the pupi) of 8
cat’s eye is simply a narrow up-and-down
slit during the daytime, but at night the
pupil covers almost the entire eye. At the
back of the cat’s eye is a reflecting surface
that catches such dim light as there (s, and
by reflecting it the cat is able to use it
twice, It is this reflected light that glves
the peculiar green glare 1o the eyes of all
cats when seen in the dark.

Because of an overworked simile, people
often think that bats are blind. But, really,
they have excellent sight during semidark-
ness, and moderately good sight even in
bright sunlight. But while the bat, because
of a sort of acoustic sonar system, can fly
blindfolded and never hit any obstacle,
birds need their eyes to direct them. In
fact, they, with the exception of some
night-seeing ones, are liable to hit obatacles
if they start flying while it is stlll dark,
since then they are not able to use thelr
eyes to full advantage.

The eyesight of birds is remarkable. In-
deed, birds are the most farsighted of ail
living creatures! So keen are the eyes of
birds that man often lauds their vision by
calling his fellow man “hawk-eyed” or
“cagle-eyed.” Birds have eyes with built-
in telescopes, used both for securing prey
and eluding enemies. One of the most con-
spicuous objects in nature, the white swan,
depends almost entirely upon its ‘‘telescope
eyes” for keeping enemies at a safe dis-
tance. To be sure, even accurately locating
a careless worm requires keen eyesight.
Utterly marvelous is the eye work of an
eagle or vulture that, while soaring so high
in the sky that it appears to us as a mere
speck, sees and defines an object on the
ground that we would hardly notice or
recognize at a mere hundred yards. Then,
with almost the speed of a bullet, the eagle
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or hawk goes into a dive, all the while
keeping the prey in clear vision.

Thus not only is it the birds’ built-in
blnoculars that are so amazingly wonder-
ful, but it is also their extraordinary power
of swiftly alternating the focus of the eye
to change distances, so that they are able
to keep the object in clear view and stop
precisely at the right instant to escape
collision. |

The Most Excellent Eye

Of all the myriads of eyes, what eyes
can be considered the most versatile and
the most beautiful? Birds have truly beau-
tiful eyes, but what eyes are more ex-
preasively beautiful than those found in
the human face? As to all-round useful-
ness, the human eye wins. For birds are
restricted to either day eyes and accurate
vision or night eyves and sensitivity. But
with man there is a perfect blend: The hu-
man eye has one part like that of the robin
and one like that of the night hawk. The
result is matchless versatility.

Even the owl’s eye does not overshadow
‘the usefulness of the human eye, For the

owl’s accuracy of day vigsion has been
sacrificed in favor of extra sensitivity re-
quired at night, Also, his eyes are so big
he cannot turn them in their sockets; he
has to rotate his head to change direction
of gaze. Finally, even the owl’'s much-
vaunted night vision is only a little better
than man’s.

Clearly, then, the eyes of "animals are
restricted in comparisen with the human
eye. But what of the extolled eyesight of
the cat? The cat’s way of improving sensi-
tivity, in the opinion of many authorities,
cannot help but detract from the perform-
ance of the eye under conditions of good
illumination. Now where does the human

eye stand? Declared Science Digest maga-
zine, November, 1953: “The human eye is
a magnificent compromise in being almost
as good as the eagle’s by day, and almost
as good as the cat’s by night.” There is the
perfect blend, the crowning combination!
How thankful man should be that Jehovah
made the human eye the most beautiful,
the most versatile, indeed, the most excel-
lent of all the earthly eyes that see! |

¢ Through its interfaith movement Christendom is striving for a “unity of
diversity.” But what diversity the interfaithers have found! For the individual
houses that make up Christendom’s divided house are ofteh themselves hopelessly
shattered into hundreds of diverse groups. For example, the Awake! of Novem-
ber 8, 1952, listed some twenty-three different major Baptist groups. And recently,
when the Church of God movement had its golden jubilee, a statement was made
by Bishop Willie 1. Bass of Fayetteville, North Carolina, concerning the group's
bearing the name “Church of God”: “We’'ve gone 2,000 different ways, breaking
over doctrines and properties. An enermy has been working among us, sowing
discord.” {The Christian Century, Septemnber 23, 1953) After that bishop’s state-
ment we cannot help but reflect on the words of the apostie of Christ Jesus: “I ex-
hort you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that you should
all speak in agreement, and that there should not be divisions among you, but
that vou may be fiily united in the same mind and in the same line of thought.
Does the Christ exist divided?” (1 Corinthians 1:10, 13, New World Trans.) How
obvious it is, then, that Christendom’s divided houses are not following the narrow
way of true worship!—Matthew 7:13, 14.
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By “Awuks!" correspondent in Puerte Rico
HAT happened in the Caribbean is-
land of Puerto Rico during the
months of April and May, 1953, may seem
well-nigh incredible. The newspaper E!
Mundo editorialized after the affair drew
to a close: “Yesterday's journey closed an
episode that may well stand as a monu-
ment to the credulity, imagination, and ex-
citability of our people when they go in
for the supernatural.”

What would you think of an “episode”
that, over a period of five weeks, caused
thousands of persons to travel distances of
up to 150 miles by land, others to fly 1,700
miles by air to see a person who nevcr ap-
peared and that resulted in an estimated
crowd of. 100,000 persons gathering to see
a supernatural event that never took
place? Do you think the use of the word
“fraud” is too strong?

It all began on April 23, 1953 when
Juan Angel, a small boy nine years of age,
let it be known about the rural school he
attended that he had ‘seen ‘‘the Virgin”
over by a certain spring not far from the
school.” This school, located in a rural sec-
tion called Barrio Rincdn, is near the town
of Sabana Grande. Within the next few
days six more of his schoolmates, Iittle
girls seven to ten years old, announced
that' they too had seen the “Virgin.” All
of them were faithful attenders at the
Catholic church. News of the children's
claims spread like wildfire from town to
town. People began visiting Sabana Gran-
de. The newspaper and radio picked up
‘the story and broadcast it throughout the
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island. A few days later the little children
made a startling announcement: ‘The
“Virgin” had told them that a miracle
would take place on May 25 at about 11
a.m.” When May 25 was still weeks away,
visitors by the thousands began to throng
to the site of the “Virgin's” alleged appear-
ance. Spanish newspapers in New York city
published accounts of the activity, and a
number of Puerto Ricans there began mak-
ing plans to fly to the island.

Activity of the “Virgin”

The “Virgin" became more active as
days went by, though remaining invisible
to all but the seven little children. She ac-
compahied them into the little one-room
school, sat on the teacher's desk, and one
day instructed the teacher to dismiss the
children early so they could rest—this
message, of course, being delivered through
one of the little girls. Occasionally, dis-
putes arose among the children, one being
accused by the others of not being able to
see the “Virgin,” and the one accused
arguing back that she did. A reporter who
visited the school one day was standing by
one of the girls when two others shouted
to him that ‘the Devil was by his side’
When he questioned them, they said that
Margarita, the girl he was standing by, had
‘disobeyed the “Virgin” and so the Devil
appeared at her back and tried to grab
her.’ Their description of “el malo,” as they
called him, was guite uncomplimentary
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and followed the usual popular conception,

horns included.

Each day the children who were in the
“Virgin’s” favor would lead long proces-
gions from the town out to the spring
where she first appeared, Juan Angel usu-
ally took the lead, making frequent stops,
- slnece the “Virgin,” ‘who was walking just
ahead of him,” often paused. Once he
stopped in front of 2 jeep used by the po-
lice and instructed a newspaper photog-
rapher to take a picture, since ‘the “Vir-
gin” was at that moment seated on the
jeep’s bumper.” A couple of weeks from
the time of the original apparition Juan
Angel became ill. An E!l Mundo reporter,
Visiting him in his home, asked him how
he felt. Juan replied that ‘he was feeling
better since the *“Virgin” had visited him
accompanjed by two angels, and one of
them had given him an injection under his
ear, in his right arm, as well as in a few
other places.’

All these things were published in the
newspapers and read by the people. El
Mundo reminded its readers that “a child’s
mind Is very impressionable,” adding that,
“under the suggestive effect of questions,
as well ag in the competition arising be-
tween one another, the little children have

made manifestations that put to test the .

credibility of the whole beautiful account.”

Strangely, this information seemed to
have little effect on the crowds of persons
making their *“pilgrimage’” {as the news-
papers called it) to the “fountain of the
Virgin.” The children had announced that
the spring where the “Virgin" first ap-
peared had been sanctified by her, so al-
most every pilgrim came equipped with a
bottle or jar. Lines formed and lengthened
until people were soon standing in line
eight and ten hours in order to reach the
- spring and get some ‘‘sanctified water,”
which slowly dripped from a rock. All
through the night people were there filling
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their bottles by the light of the many can-
dles lit around the sanctuary. Some had
the misfortune to fall and thus not only
lost thelr “sanctified water’”” but cut them-
selves on the broken bottles.

The newspapers advised all pllgrims to
equip themselves with food and water be-
fore setting out for the "Fountain of the
Virgin,” since these items were scarce
there. Soft drink stands, set up all along
the way to the spring, teemed with thirsty
customers. The local officials did their best
to clear out the many beggars who, arriv-
ing on the scene, began to practice their
art. At the spring itself vendors did a brisk
business with rosaries, crucifixes, printed
prayers, images and most other religious
objects. Most of their customers made an
efflort to have their purchases sprinkled
with some of the “sanctified water.”

What Really Drew the Crowd

Undoubtedly, the repuf'ts of “miraculous
cures” did the most to fire the people’s in-
terest and draw the huge crowds. Almost
daily the newspapers carried accounts and
pictures of individuals who c¢laimed to
have been healed by drinking “sanctified
water’” or by rubbing it on their affected
parts. The reports and rumors drew hun-
dreds of paralytics, cripples, deformed per-
sons and others with all manner of ill-

nesses, rFathers and mothers hopefully

brought their deformed or idiot children.
The Imparcial carried a report of one boy
pitifully deformed with twisted arms and
legs and said that after the water treat-
ment he could walk “without much diffi-
culty.” The picture accompanying the arti-
cle, however, showed the boy being held
up by two friends, practically hanging in
the air; his legs, still {wisted, barely touch-
ing the ground. This was typical of the
“miracles” that stirred the hopes of thoy-
sands and drew a swarming crowd.
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Tension heightened ag May £ drew
near. Throughout Puerto Rico all conver-
sations centered around Sabana Grande.
A few days before, El Mundo quoted the
youngest of the little girls as stating that
the predicted miracle would be an earth-
quake that, strangely, would be perceptible
only to the Adventists! The Catholic
Church, for the most part, had very little
to say about the happenings, seeming to
maintain a *hands off”’ attitude—or possi-
bly ane of “wait and see,” But on May 22
a very brief statement from the bishop of
Ponce was published in the newspapers;
he counseled the people not to go to Sabana
Grande on May 25.

Big Day Arrives

Monday, May 25, finally arrived. Al-
ready the night before, the roads leading
into Sabana Grande were filled with cars
and buses loaded with pilgrims who, ignor-
ing the bishop’s counsel, came from all
parts of the island. One big department
store in San Juan reported a five per cent
absenteeism among its employees. One
major court case was postponed because
three of the women jurors wanted to go to
Sabana Grande. By Monday moming the
roads were choked; long lines of cars
were parked for miles out from the town.
Some had to park their cars as much as
four miles away and walk the rest of the
distance on foot. At 7 a.m. a special train,
which had departed from the capital at
ten o'clock the night before, arrived and
discharged some 600 passengers.

On the farm where the “Fountain of the
Virgin” was Ilocated practically every
square inch was filled by the thick-pressed
crowd, which one newspaper estimated at
100,000. Though this figure seemed exag-
gerated, the newspaper photos definitely
reminded one of the beach at Coney Island
on one of its busier days. Many fainted
from the crowded conditions and long wait
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in tne olazing sun. Three shifts of doctors
and nurses worked feverishly to care for
the cases of fainting, sunstroke, suffoca-
tion, heart attack, etc., brought to them
on stretchers by the Civi]l Defense workers
busy among the crowd. Five long lines of
men and women of all social classes slowly
inched thelr way to the spring for *‘sancti-
fied water.” The length of time required
to reach their goal had, by now, increased
to anywhere from 15 to 18 hours. Some
tried to get out of turn, and the policemen
were hoarse from yelling in an effort to
keep order. A loud-speaker not only urged
the people to be calm but warned them
against pickpockets.

Eleven o’clock arrived, but not the “Vir-
gin." Many knelt and prayed. Some re-
moved their shoes, Old women began say-
ing their rosaries. An atmosphere of nerv-
ous expectancy prevailed. Suddenly some-
one pointed to a distant hill down which
a woman dressed in black came walking.
Cries of “La Virgen! La Virgend” burst
forth. But the woman turned out to be
someone from that neighborhood coming
to join the gazing crowd, Others excitedly
pointed to what looked like a figure of &
woman with outstretched arms over oh an-
other hill. Further examination showed
this to be a tree. OQver at the spring itself
Juan Angel and the little girls were enter-
taining people who were up close, leading
them through a series of movements with
their hands, touching their cheeks, rubblng
their heads, etc. The adults nearby obedi-
ently imitated the children.

By noon some of the crowd began to dls-
perse. The great majority, though, stayeq
on. Many with loud voices implored the
“Virgin” to aecomplish the anticipated
miracle, in much the same manner, no
doubt, as the Baal priests of Elijah's time
did, prompting Elijah to mockingly say:
“Cry with a loud voice, for he is a god;
either he is meditating, or he has gone
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aside, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he
is asleep and needs to be awakened!”
(1 Kings 18:27, An Amer. Trans.) By
5 p.m. the “Virgin” had not “awakened,”
so the mass exodus got under way. The
big “fiasco’” was over.

Where Lies the Responsibility?

An editorial in E] Mundo summed up the
matter: “Our people did not know how to

look at the happenings and accounts of

Sabana Grande with the calmness and de-
tachment that were 50 essential. Emotion
and credulity ran wild, . . . We trust that
the next time our people will act with
greater calmness and detachment.” The
next time? Yes, there might very well be
a “next time,” Why? Because the whole
thing was possible only because of the
people’s religious background and training,
which covers 'a period of several centuries.

But did not the Catholic Church stay
generally clear of the whole thing? Did
not the bishop counsel the people not to
go there May 257 Yes, and after it was all
over the bishop made statements to the
press in which he said that he would not
submit a report to the Vatican on the al-
leged apparitions of the “Virgin.” (Vati-
can files already contain more than 3,000
cases of admittedly false apparitions from
all parts of the world.) The bishop stated
further that in this case there were no
messages as in the well-kknown cases of
Lourdes and Fatima, where the “Virgin”
gave “messages of penitence.” Possibly, if
the children had been less talkative about
the “Virgin’s” activities and had been able
to tell of a “message of penitence” re-
ceived from her, future years might have

-seen ‘Sabana Grande take its place .along

with Lourdes and Fatima.

The responsibility for the whole thing
cannot be lightly side-stepped. The people
were merely doing on a large scale what
they commonly do on a small scale. The
fantastic event reflected heavily on the
religious training given them by their
spiritual guides of the Roman Catholic
Church. The bishop had nothing to say
about the fanaticism that prompted the
Deople to wait in line as much as twenty
hours for a jar of “sanctified” water. Was
there nothing he could have said, no clear
Scriptural refutation he could have pre-
sented that would have put a stop to all
the religious frenzy instead of allowing it
to go,on for five weeks?

Who, then, bears the main responsibility
for all this and for the accidents, the
faintings and heart prostrations, the ex-
pense of the hundreds of policemen, doc-
tors and nurses? The seven little children?
Or the church that taught them and their
parents? And what was it the people went
there to see? Obviously they hoped for a
duplication of the so-called “Miracle of
Fatima” so widely advertised by the Cath-
olic Church, for the people frequently re-
ferred to it in their discussion of the
events, If their religious leaders had taught
them the pure truth of God's Word, then
such knowledge would have protected them
from being “babes, tossed about as by waves
and carried hither and thither by every
wind of teaching by means of the trickery
of men, by means of craftiness in contriv-
ing error.” (Ephesians 4:13, 14, New
World Trans.) Yes, they would have known
the truth and the truth would have made
them free.
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HE bathtub is a modern lux-
ury. Less than forty years
ago American families were con-
sldered fortunate to own a bath-
tub. The majority of them took a bath
in the good old traditional style once a

week on Saturday night. To prepare the

bath was quite an ordeal. There was no
running water in the house and there were
no automatic heaters, The water was car-
ried in from the backyard pump and heat-
ed over an old dilapidated stove and then
poured into a wooden washtub. The tub
was large enough for junior to squat in
while mother scrubbed his back, But poor
father had to stand and squeeze the sponge
over his head and have the water run down
his body. That was his shower or bath.
How far bathing has come since then!

There are today over a hundred million
Americans that bathe at least once every
twenty-four hours. They dissipate over
twenty-five million man- and woman-hours
each day this way. Bathtubs have im-
proved. From the ohe-ton model of 1840,
‘today’s tub made of plastic may weigh
less than seventeen pounds. It is chipproof
and comes in many colors. And, too, no
longer is bathing considered a luxury, but
a necessity, a method of keeping clean and
cool. But Americans were not always bath-
tub conscious.

Only a century ago American news-
papers blasted the bathtub “as a lnxurious
and undemocratic vanity.” Medical men
cursed bathing as a menace to the health
and well-being of society. Religious leaders
denounced it as irreligious, irmmoral and
degrading. The city of Phi'ladelphia by law
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prohibited its citizens from taking a bath
between November 1 and March 15. Bos-
ton made it unlawful for anyone to bathe
unless the bath was prescribed by a physi-
cian. The State of Virginia placed a $30-a-
year tax on all bathtubs. A baby received
its first bath when the rain fell on it, And
a boy received his first drenching when he
slipped into a river or puddle. “In all the
history of the early colonists,” observes
the Kansas City Star, “there is no record
of a pioncer being surprised by an at-
tacking Indian while taking a dip in river,
creek or pond. The observance of the
prohibition against bathing was so generzl
and profound that it just was nat an jssue
at all worth mentioning, until long after
the United States had become a nation.”
Today the pendulum has swung in the oth-
er direction.

The early American settler most likely
received his fear of water from his Euro-
pean ancestors. Europe at one time literal-
ly went for hundreds of years without a
bath. Louis XIV of France was S0 con-
vinced bathing was injurious that he re-
fused to bathe more than once a year, His
palace at Versailles was without plumbing,
and reports say that its sanitary facilitles
“would have made a medieval baron
blush.” Queen Isabella is said to have
bathed only twice in her lifetime: once
when she was born and another time when
she was married. The Knights of Bath
in England could count on at least one bath
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in a lifetime, the day they were being in-
ducted into this group. To counteract the
evil odors that would arise, the lords and
ladles had their scent boxes, which they
sniffed delicately. Even the men in velvet
and women in silks and satins did not
make any pretense at bathing, and for
these there were strong perfumes to dis-
guise the odors of uncleanliness. One odor
was thereby substituted for another. The
ruling classes, especially, preferred per-
fume to bath.

The Religious View

Jerome, an early ‘‘doctor” of the Roman
Catholi¢ Church, condemned bathing when
he established the principle that ‘“the pu-
. rity of the body and its garments means the
impurity of the soul.” “In the rules govern-
ing the religious orders of the Roman
Catholic Church to this day, such as Bene-
dictines, the Cistercians, and the Trap-
pists; baths are forbidden. The Italian
monastery of Monte Cassino . . . has never
had a single bathtub or shower, As Haver-
lock Ellis puts it: ‘The Church killed the
bath,” " (Ulster Protestant, July, 1947} On
this same point, Professor C. E, Winslow of
Yale University wrote: ‘‘Medieval Europe,
in reaction from the emphasis of classical
civilisation upon bodily well-being, glori-
fied through the early Church uncleanness
and the disease as disciples preparing the
soul for eternal mansions. Greek hygiene
and Roman sanitation were condemned or
ignored, and vast epidemics swept across
the face of Europe.” (Encyclopaedia of the
Social Sciences) Estelle H. Ries, in her
Next to Godliness, states: “Both clergy
and laity acguired the superstition that
cleanliness was contrary to the idea of

holiness, and that filth and squalor were

manifestations of piety. To the Christian
fathers, this life was only a preparation
for the life to come. The body was mortal
and to be despised; the soul was immortal
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and to be cherished, What need to wash
this miserable body which holds the soul
away from heaven? So bathing became un-
common, Homes and peoples became filthy
and sick, and one scourge followed anoth-
er.” To this day in many parts of Europe
fear of bathing still prevails. Eskimos and
Tibetan lamas avoid the bathtub alto-
gether. Islam despises it as unclean, and
considers it more hygienic to bathe in run-
ning water.

Medical Views

As recently as 1903 8 Chicago physician,
John Dill Robertson, maintained that bath-
ing encouraged pneumonia, made people
soft and damaged the skin by washing off
perspiration. Physicians also charged that
bathing caused respiratory ailments, head-
aches, nervous conditiom and heart dis-
ease. They argued privately and publicly
that soaking removed valuable oils and
protective layers from the skin. So many
resorted to milk baths to escape the ili
effects of water.

On the other hand, as far back as 1759
bath enthusiasts recommended soaking the
body in a tub for every ailment in the
book: “The warm bath is a certain cure
for colds, lowness of spirits, headaches,
hysteric complaints, convulsive asthma.
Pain and sickness, dejection and weakness
are cured by cold baths, the person scarce

_believing he is the same man.” Some

cooked their bodies in hot baths, believing
that in this way they would lose weight.
But they readily gave up the practice
when they learned that sweat was not fat.
Finnish people to this day give credit to
their sauna (steam bath) [or almost every-
thing they have achieved as a nation. Their
Olympic records, a composer’s genius, they
say, were directly attributable to the
clouds of steaming vapor of some bath-
house. Finnish women even gave birth fo

their babies in smoke-stained, overheated
AWAKE!



steam rooms, believing it was free of
baclii.

Johneon, in his Travels Through Part
of the Kussian Empire, describes the Rus-
slan disposition toward the bath as fol-
lows: “Scores of indlviduals mingle to-
gether in a heated apartment. . . . Each
person is accommodated with a small
wooden paliful of hot water, and a bunch
of the soft twigs of the birch tree, with
which he switches his body, at the same
time pouring hot water over his head,
which is increased in temperature, in pro-
portion to the excess of perspiration. When
the body has arrived at the highest state
of heat they suddenly rush into the open
air, and scour themselves with soap and
cold water. The operation of bathing oc-
cupies nearly an hour. . . . Many of them
rush out of the hot bath in winter and roll
in the snow. They look upon the bath as a
sovereign remedy for all diseases and com-
plaints.”

Japanese hot spring vapor-baths are
somewhat like Russian or Turkish baths,
and eccent is placed on the bath as a
curative and restorative agent. Usually,
such baths are taken in a room filled with
natural steam from the water. The Japa-
nese have also another system of bathing
known as jikanyu, or time-bath, because
the hours and the duration of the bath are
fixed. *“The sulphur baths taken at these
spas are s0 hot that in ordinary circum-
stances it would be humanly impossible
for the bathers to endure the dreadful
three-minute ordeal through which they
are compelled to go about four times a day.
The method contrived to meet this is as
effective as it is peculiar. The bathers are
subjected to a discipline almost military in
its strictness, . . . The first process, which
lasts anything from 15 to 30 minutes,
consists in the bathers, some 30 to 50 in
number at a time, taking their places
round the oblong tubs and churning up the
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w. er with boards about gix feet long and
nine inches wide. They sing a folk song in
unison, while churning up the water. When
the scalding water ig thus cooled to the re-
quired temperature, the bath-master or-
ders them to stop churning and to wet
their scalps and foreheads to prevent a
rush of blood to the head. Then he gives
the signal to take the tub, Into the water
the unfortunates lower themselves, endur-
ing the agony with the patience of Job.
While they sit boiling, the bath-master
keeps up their courage by notifying themn of
the passage of the minutes.”"—Hot Springs
in Japan, by Prof. Kaichi Fujinami, M.D.

In India “nature cure” enthusiasts re-
sort to mud and sand baths. Wet clay is
usuaily used, where it can be obtained, in
place of ordinary mud or wet dirt. Accord-
ing to Macfadden’s Encyclopedia of Phys-
ical Culture, the idea of a mud or sand bath
is “to bury the body of the patient in the
ground with his head left out for the air.
The sand is not nearly so effectlve as the
wet clay or mud, although when the sand
is well heated through by the sun it warms
the body and stimulates perspiration” and
the body benefits.

Aside from these ‘“special” bathsg, one
should feel grateful just for the ordinary
shower or tub, for the opportunity to keep
and feel clean. In the words of Dr. Theo-
dore R. Van Dellen: “The advantages of
cleanliness are numerous. The person looks
and feels better. Bacteria are eradicated
from the skin and infection is kept to &
minimum. Dirt and oil are removed from
the pores, which encourages perspiration.
The bath also gives a much needed lift,
especially on returning home from a day of
hard work. Many find bathing relaxing,
particularly before bedtime and in sum-
mer; it has a tendency to cool the body.
If there were no other reasons than these,
the procedure is well worth the time.”
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By “Awakel"” carmrespondent in Guatemola

ROM all indications the Mayan Indians
developed one of the highest forms
of ancient civilization, one that began in
northern central Peten, Guatemala, around
300 B.C., and lasted til! about A.D. 1700.
But some may ask: “Where did the
Mayas come from?” Well, some say they
were the lost tribes of Israel, Negroes from
Africa a bit faded, or swimmers of the
Lost Atlantis who paddled over in cances
when their continent sank. However, the
accepted theory is that they came from
Agia, from the north drifting south, there
being physical characteristics that sug-
gest Asiatic origin.
- It is thought that perhaps as early as
1000 B.C. the ancestors of the Mayas in-
habited the Yucatan peninsula and that
tegsinte, the ancestor of maize, was used
by & nomadic group of Maya-speaking peo-
ple, who, with this means of providing food
at hand, abandoned their nomadic life in
favor of farming based on the cultivation
of Indian corn, which later became the
basis for their civilization,

The Old Empire officially began in the
fourth century after Christ, the early period
from 317 to 633 being the time of the rise
and spread of Mayan civilization, the middle
period from 633 to 731 having to do with the
consolidation and development of previous
cultural gain, followed by the golden age
and the decline and fall of the Old Empire
from 731 to 987. Many factors, such as
earthquakes, increased rainfall making the
jungle grow so fast that man could not
combat it, malaria, yellow fever, foreign
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conquest, civil wars, pestilence, decrease
of arable lands as a result of bad farming,
contributed to this decline.

The New Empire began with the Mayan
Renaissance from 987 to 1194. Prior to 987
a group of Maya-speaking people moved
northeastward aecross the peninsula, some
of Mexican origin under the leadership of
Kukulcan establishing their capital in
Chichen Itza in 987,

With the year 1194 began the Mexican
period or the ascendancy of Mayapan. But
with the revolt against tyranny and the
fall of Mayapan in 1441 began a period of
disintegration reducing the country to po-
litical chaos and paving the way for the
Spanish conquest in the sixteenth century.

With the fall of Mayapan, the larger
cities were abandoned, and many returned
to the south to Peten, Guatemala. In time
they intermarried, mixing blood with later
invasions, developing additional new na-
tions through all of which ran a thread of
Mayan heritage, In time they were defeated
by the Spanish conquerors, being subjected
to the Spanish Cross and Crown. The ma-
jority of the ruling clans, nobility, warriors,
priests, artists and astronomers were wiped
out, the common people surviving. Being
subjugated, the Indian evolved a new way
of life, concealing thought and emotion, his
life being one of complications among
thre spiritual teachings of the Church,
pagan priests and superstitions of nature.

AWAERKE!



Mayan Society and Supersiitions

But let us go back and learn something
of that ancient way of life. That the mod-
ern Maya has little aptitude for leadership
is probably due to the fact that in ancient
times leadership was confined to nobility
and priesthood. Their society was divided
into four groups, the nobility being the
local magistrates and executives who ad-
ministered affairs of towns and villages;
second, the priesthood, which, like naobility,
was one of heredity from father to son.
The priests had to do with the sacrifices
and were learned scholars, astronomers
and mathematicians. The duty of some was
to give the “reply” of the gods to the peo-
ple, the ceremony of rain-bringing stiil be-
ing practiced among others. The common
people were the humble corn farmers
whose hard labor supported the nobility
and priests. They were also the actual
builders of the temples, colonnades, pal-
aces and monasteries. In addition they had
to make presents to the local lords and
offerings of corn, beans, tobacco, cotton,
chickens, honey, strings of beads, jade,
coral and shells to the gods, through the
priests, At the bottom of the social scale
were the slaves, who were born
as suchy, were made slaves as a
punishment for stealing, were
prisoners of war or orphans who
were acquired by purchase or
trade. Many times orphans were
bought to be used as sacrifices.

The Mayas were a very super-
stitious people, believing that sick-
ness was caused by dwarfs, for
whom filled gourds were placed in
doorways to keep away epidem-
ics. Eggs set on Friday would not
hatch; thin corm husks indicated
a mild winter, and thick ones, a
cold winter. Nine was considered
g lucky number, perhaps because
they believed nine gods ruled the
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Underworld. Thirteen was lucky because
of its use in the Mayan calendar and also
because it was the number of gods in the
Mayan Upperworld.

When ill, a priest or medicine man was
called. The curer, through prayer, special
ceremonies, bleeding the afflicted parts, or
giving native herbs, cured or killed the
patient. Some remedies were no doubt
helpful, but many were a mixture of super-
stition and pagan Mayan magic. They
had a great fear of death, and when one
died they wept ‘incessantly and spent many
days in sorrow, making abstinences and
fasts for the dead. When death occurred,
the body was wrapped in cloth and the
mouth filled with ground maize, that it
might have something to eat in the other
life. Common people were buried under
floors of houses or behind the house, and
idols or objects indicating the profession of
the deceased were thrown into the grave, a
practice carried on by some to this day.
The bodies of the noble were burned, their
ashes being put in urns and temples built
above them.

In nomadic days they worshiped the
natural forces, such as the sun, moon, riv-
ers and forests. Giving up their
nomadic life for a sedentary one
with the introduction of agricul-
ture, their religion with its gods
became more organized, having a
priesthood and temples. With the
tenth century came the introduc- -
tion of idolatr® from Mexico by
Quetzalcoatl, also called Kukulecan,
the Maya-culture hero. Though of
Mexican origin, this group lived
in the southwest part of Yucatan
and spoke the Maya language. Ac»
cording to the Popol Vuh, sacred
book of the Quiche-Maya, the
creator made man out of corn,
three worlds existed before this
present one, and all three were

21



destroyed by flood, as also this one will
be; also, the world had thirteen heavens
each having its own god, and nine under-
worlds with corresponding gods. Sacrifices,
prayer, burning of incense, bloodletting
and dancing were important parts of
worship.

The Mayan religion suffered extinction
when the Spaniards in the sixteenth cen-
tury forcibly substituted the Catholic re-
ligion for the old pagan beliefs. The very
few survivals of the ancient faith have not
been of the priestly class, astronomical
gods and philpsophy, but the simple gods
of nature. So the survival today is a mix-
ture of Catholic saints and pagan deities.

Writing, Food and Buildings

Mayan writing was one of the earliest
examples of the graphic system, developed
to a high point representing a stage earlier
than that of the Egyptian. Mayan hiero-
glyphics were still in use at the time of the
conquest, They had devised a numerical
system of dots and dashes and had a sys-
tem of arithmetic using the zero, it is be-
lieved, 2,000 years before its use in Europe
and 1,000 years before its use by the Hin-
dus. They wrote on deerskin or tough pa-
per of maguey fiber folded into books
called “‘codices.”

History of the Maya would not be com-
plete without the mention of maize, the
staff of life of the Indian, since it consti-
tutes about seventy-five per cent of what
they eat. Just where this all-important
food originated is not definitely Known.
Some 3ay Peru; others say Guatemala. At
any rate, it was the basis of the Mayan
civilization. Their diet was also composed
of squash, pumpkin, papaya, potatoes,
anona, zapote, jocote, later the orange, the

seeds of which were brought by ‘Bernal
Diaz, one of Cortes’ captains. For meat
they had turkey, other birds, rabbits, deer,
wild pigs and monkeys.

The commonest types of construction
were the pyramids and galleries. Some-
times they were made of brick, but usually
of hewn stone, with a covering of finely
carved slabs, a staircase leading to the top
from one or more sides. Other structures
were altars, pillars, sacrificial stones and
the tennis court for their ball game. The
erecting of huge buildings required mathe-
matical knowledge and engineering. They
moved heavy stones on log rollers, the axle
and wheel being unknown then. Because
of their magnificent cities erected without
the aid of animals or wheels, the culture
they created marks them as the most bril-
liant aboriginal people on the planet.

Under the pressure of a new and differ-
ent civilization introduced by the Spanisgh
conquerors, the Mayan Empire finally col-
lapsed, leaving as vestiges of its culture
the great ruins, which today attract many

-tourists. The Indians of today still carry

on some of the ancient practices, but these
are daily being changed under the pressure
of an ever-changing modern machine age.
On sending Alvarado to Guatemala to con-
quer the Indians, Cortes’ instructions were
fo preach matters of the Holy Faith. But
the conquest did not make th am Christian.
It only Tused pagan religion and apostate
Christianity, since today they are still in
slavery to false doctrine and traditions of
men. God’s kingdom and its blessings be-
ing preached today among these peoples,
as among all the peoples of the earth, are
their only hope for true and lasting free-
dom.
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N 1953 much publicity was given to the

use of gamma globulin in combating po-
lio epidemics in the United States. Polio-
myelitis, or infantile paralysis, is prima-
rily a disease of children, and in 1952 there
was an all-time peak of 57,000 cases in
the United States. Science News Letter,
July 11, 1953, told of the estimate of Dr.
H. W. Kumm of the National Foundation
of Infantile Paralysis, that the likelihood
of getting polio during the first twenty
years of one’s life was one in 156 and of
dying from it one in 1,945,

The New York Daily Mirror, Septem-
ber 27, 1953, carried a picture story about
seventy Brooklyn parents staging a violent
demonstration demanding gamma giobulin
for their children because of fear that they
might acquire the disease. There had been
no epidemie. In fact, just two weeks prior
thereto the New York newspapers told of
a record low of polio cases in the city. Yet
neither this nor the explanation that gam-
ma globulin supplies were extremely lim-
ited and therefore reserved for household
contacts (that is, for those children in
whose family there was a case of polio)
satisfied these selfish parents.

Look, a United States biweekly picture
magazine, October 20, 1953, contained a
two-page article critical of the use or lack
of use of gamma -globulin in the United
States during 1953. Yet the writer indi-
cated a serious weakness in the gamma
globulin treatment, for among other things
he said: “While mass injections of coun-
ties have proved effective, there was no
certainty that inoculations of household
contacts would curb the disease, In fact, its
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studies during and after epi-
demics in Utah, Texas and
Iowa indicate little protec-
tion to others in a family
struck by polic unless polio is diagnosed at
once and injections are given immediately.”

Of interest in this connection is the
report on polio made by United Nations
experts as published in the New York
Times, September 20, 1953, and from
which we guote the following:

“Polio Preventive Held Nonexistent,
U. N. Experts, Meeting in Rome, Condemn
the Indiscriminate Use of Gamma Globu-
lin. {Special to the New York Times)

“Rome, Sept. 19—A committee of eight
experts reported today the ‘complete faii-
ure' of all efforts so far to control polio
and condemned the widespread and Indis-
criminate use of gamma globulin.

“The committee, which has been meet-
ing in Rome for the last week, said the
disease entered the body by intimate asso-
ciation with infected persons, The commit-
tee, which was appointed by the World
Health Organization, a specialized agency
of the United Nations, met under the chair-
manship of Prof. John R. Paul of Yale Uni-
versity School of Medicine. It said that
polio might be brought under control in
the not too distant future by means of
prophylactic vaccines still in the experi-
mental stage. Meanwhile it drew up a lst
of ‘control measures’ that should be adopt-
ed by the people and by health officers to
reduce the spread of polio.”

After listing ten of such rules, among
which were avoidance of fatigue on the
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part of those exposed .to polio cases, ¢he
avoidance of large-scale use of irritant in-
tramuscular injections such as organic
arsenicals and heavy metals and the wash-
ing of hands before eating and after use
of the toilet, the New York Times, con-
tinued:

“About gamma globulin the committee
said that it afforded protection over a pe-
" riod of anly filve or six weeks, but not dur-
ing the weeks immediately following the
inoculation. After expressing the ¢pinion
that gamma globulin is of little use for
mass inoculation, the committee said that
it could profitably be given to prevent pa-
ralysis in persons who are in close contact
with polio patients and also for patients in
hospital wards and children In nursery
schools following exposure to polio.

“In any case, said the committee, no
mass immunization program should be
launched before ‘sufficient evidence on
innocuity and efficiency of the vaccines
as well as pertinent data on level and
duration of induced immunity have been

accumulated.’

“The committee also recominended the
first world-wide program of poliomyelitis
research . . . The committee said the par-
alytic form of polio was increasing and
now presented a serious problem in almost
all the countries of the world.”

According to the New York Times, Sep-
tember 15, 1953, the committee had pre-
viously stated that gamma globulin in
guantities hitherto used “does not prevent
infection but only interferes with invasion
of the virus in susceptible tissues of the
central nervous system. It 1s not the final
answer to the problem and its field of use-
fulness is extremely lunited.”

The Chicago Daily Tribune, Septem-f

ber 20, 1933, in its report of the meeting
of the United Nations experts quoted them
as saying, among other things, that *“the
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practical application of gamma globulin

as a prophylactic in poliomyelitls is great-

ly limited, for even when employed under
the most favorable conditions; hundreds
or thousands of people will be unnecessar-
ily inoculated for every one who actually
derives protection from the infection.”
This is partly so because a great many
persons are naturally immune to polio and
there is no way of determining who is and
who is not.

Dr. J. D. Wassersug, frequent spokes-
man for the medical profession, in Science
Digest, August 1953, gives Interesting
statistics on this very matter of the rela-
tive cost and value of mass immunization.
At the rate of seven dollars per child it cost

a certain Texas community $28,000 to pre-
vent one likely case of paralytic polio; by
spending $224,000 it had eight less cases
of such than it could have normally ex-
pected. But even with this expense, the
fact remains, as a Dr. William Hammon
says: "“The use of gamma globulin is cer-
tainly not a panacea for the prevention of
paralytic poliomyelitis.” In summing it up
Dr. Wassersug points out that 2,000 must
be inoculated to prevent one case of par-
alytic polio.

We are told it takes one and a third pints
of whole blood to get enough of the blood
protein or “fraction” known as gamma
globulin- for one injection. And since from
the foregoing it must be admitted that
siich use of human blood is highly ques-
tionable, what justification can there be
for the use of gamma globulin? Further,
those interested in the Scriptural aspect
will note that its being made of whole
blood places it In the same category as
blood transfusions as far as Jehovah’s pro-
hibition of taking blood into the systemn is

concerned.—See Leviticus 17:10-14; Acts
15:20, 28, 29,
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For Whom Was the Bible Written?

HE Bible was not written for every-

body. It was not written for the fool,
nor for the wicked man, nor for men wise
in their own conceits. It was not written
for those who do not believe in God, and
therefore do not believe in the Bible as his
Word of truth. Nor was it written for the
proud and haughty, nor for the slothful,
lazy and indifferent individual. It was writ-
ten for the “man of God,” to equip him for
every good work.—2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

To the man of God the Bible is an open
book, fllled with light and truth. He appre-
ciates its perfect harmony and recognizes
it to be the Word of God. The Bible makes
gsense to him. It discloses mankind’s rela-
tionship to his Creator, revealing God's
purposes to him, and makes clear what he
must do to gain eternal life. But to those
who, either by their course of action or
with their lips, say: ‘I don’t believe in
God,” the Bible remains a closed book.
To them it is mere history and legend, and
seems marked with contradictions and in-
consistencies. This man does not under-
stand God’s Word because he is a fool. God
is not revealing his purposes to fools. “The
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
They are corrupt, they have done abomi-
nable works, there is none that doeth good.”
(Psdlm 14:1) The Bible was not written for
him.

Nor was it written for the wicked man.
“Light is sown for the righteous, and glad-
ness for the upright in heart.” Light, or
understanding of God’'s Word, is for the
man that delights himself in the law of
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God and strives to walk in God’s way.
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat
of scoffers: but his delight is in the law of
Jehovah: and on his law doth he meditate
day and night.” A wicked man persists in
following a course contrary to Jehovah’s
will. He is restrained in mental darkness
regarding the purposes of Jehovah.—Psalm
97:11; Psalm 1:1, 2, Am. Stan. Ver.; 2 Pe-
ter 2:4; Psalm 145:20.

The Bible was not written for the proud
and haughty. “The meek will he guide In
justice; and the meek will he teach his
way. All the paths of Jehovah are loving-
kindness and truth unto such as keep his
covenant and his testimonies.” (Psalm
25:9, 10, Am. Stan. Ver.) The proud and
haughty consider themselves too far above
the eternal principles of Jehovah God to
submit to or be guided by them,

Another for whom the Bible was not
written is the lazy, the slothful and in-
different person. He may have several
copies of the Bible, but never finds time
to study them. If he desires an understand-
ing of God's Word he must follow Jeho-
vah's suggestion:

“My son, if thou wilt receive my words,
and lay up my commandments with thee;
50 as to incline thine ear unto wisdom, and
apply thy heart to understanding; yea, if
thou cry after discernment, and lift up thy
voice for understanding; if thou seek her
as silver, and search for her as for hid
treasures: then shalt thou understand the
fear of Jehovah, and find the knowledge of
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God. For Jehovah giveth wisdom; out of
his mouth cometh knowledge and under-
standing.”—Proverbs 2:1-6, Am. Stan. Ver.

There must be a personal hunger and
thirst for truth and righteousness. One
must be willing to make personal sacrifices
to gain these truths that lead to life. They
are worth having. “Happy is the man that
findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth
understanding. For the gaining of it is bet-
ter than the gaining of silver, and the
profit thereof than fine gold. She is more
precious than rubies: and none of the
things thou canst desire are to be com-
pared unto her. Length of days is in her
right hand; in her left hand are riches
and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasant-
ness, and all her paths are peace. She is a
tree of life to them that lay hold upon her:
and happy is every one that retaineth her.”
—Proverbs 3:13-18, Am. Stan. Ver.

There is still another class for whom the
Rible was not written. They are those who
always find fault with it, They leaf through
its pages, not to gain an understanding of
it, but to see how many seeming contradic-
tions they can find. Then they bicker and
squabble over these until they learn, to
their dismay, that no contradiction exists.
Not satisfied, they continue their search
and repeat as before, criticizing, belittling
and faultfinding. Many clergymen are of
this class, They pose as exponents of God's
Word, yet they teach that only parts of the
Bible are worthy of consideration. They
‘'say that the Bible story of Adam and Eve
is legend' and not truth; that the flood of
Noah’s day never did take place; that the
miracles of both the Hebrew and Greek

Scriptures are wholly inconsistent with

fact, and that the Bible is too impractical
and old-fashioned for this modern stream-
lined civilization. In this way the clergy de-
stroy what little faith men have in the Bi-
ble, deny its inspiration, deny its Authar,
Jehovah God, and make Jesus a liar, be-
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cayse he sald of his Father's Word: “Your
word s truth,” These clergymen prefer to
lean to their own wisdom and understand-

Ing, or prefer to guote the wisdom of politi-

ciane and worldly philosophers. But as for
the Bible, it has lost its appeal as far as
they are concerned. These, along with the
proud and haughty, the wicked man and
the indifferent soul, place themselves in
the class of fools.—John 17:17, New World
Trans.; 1 Corinthians 1:19-21.

The Bible was written for the meek and
teachable person, one who is conscious of
his spiritual need. Such one must show a
longing for truth and rightecusness. Jesus
said: “Happy are those who are conscious
of their spiritual need, since the kingdom
of the heavens belongs to them. Happy are
the mild-tempered ones, since they will in-
herit the earth, Happy are those hunger-
ing and thirsting for righteousness, since
they will be filled.” To such a man the Bi-
ble becomes a source of light and joy. “Thy

-word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light

unto my path. I rejoice. at thy word, as
one that findeth great spoil. I hate and
abhor lying: but thy law do I love.” This
man exercises faith in God, trusts in his
Word, and leans not to his own under-
standing. He realizes that “all things that
were written aforetime were written for
our instruction, that through our endur-
ance and through the cornfort from the
Scriptures we might have hope,” and that
“gll Scripture is inspired of God and
beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for
setting things straight, for disciplining in
righteousness, that the man of God may be
fully competent, completely equipped for
every good work.”—Matthew 5:3, 5, 6,
New World Trans,; Psalm 119:105, 162,
163; Hebrews 11:6; Proverbs 3:5, 6; Ro-
mans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17, New World
Trans.

It was for this man of God that the Bi-
ble was written—for no others.

AWARE!



Jehovah’'s Wwitnesses

Preach in All the Earthiy

Hong Kong

ONG KONG is a hundred-and-ten-

year-old colony of Great Britain lo-
cated on the China coast. It is a fitting
name for this beautiful harbor. Its name
means “fragrant stream’” or “good har-
bor.” The British colony is surrounded on
almost every side by the territory of Red
China. Being a crown colony it is admin-
istered by & governor who is a clvil servant
of the British government.

The colony of Hong Kong has an un-
official estimated population of 2,200,000,
averaging about 788 persons to the square
mile. The majority of these live in the city
of Victoria around the business district of
Hong Kong. In this built-up area are many
famnilies cccupying a single little cubicile or
a single fiat. Housing is a big problem.
There are about 300,000 that live in small
huts in what are called “squatter areas.”

Wherever one goes in Hong Kong he is
confronted with religion. Cathedrals,
churches, temples, religious schools, mon-
asteries and indications of ancestor wor-
ship are to be-seen on almost every street.
Here religion is divided between Moslems,
Sikhs, Parsees, Roman Catholics, Orthe-
dox Catholics and practically every branch
of Protestantism. The Jewish community
has its synagogue, The Buddhists of the
Mahayana and Hinayana sects have mon-
asteries. The Zoroastrians have a temple.
Yet, when asked: ‘“Whom do you wor-
ship?” the majority will reply: “Ngoh Gair
Bai San,” which means, “I worship gods.”
Who or what these gods are is very in-
definite.
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Most people are religious and have some
form of worship that is vastly different
from what is common in the West. Nearly
every door will have joss sticks {incense)
burning; even when one is traveling he
often carries these to drive away the
devils. In many homes the photo of some
dead relative will be seen, and to this food
and gifts are offered. When it is drawn to
the attention of the offerer that such food
is never eaten by the photo, the answer Is
that such is known but the act in itself
shows respect.

Ministering from House to House
Jehovah's witnesses bring to these peo-
ple the Bible message of J ehovah's king-
dom. In their ministry they find that many
doors in Hong Kong are barred. People
fear robbers who are daring and cunning.
Tiny peep hales are used to scrutinize visi-
tors and many questions are asked before
the householder opens the door, When ‘one
is invited in, the people are very polite.
Often one will see in the sitting room
family scroils and different pictures about
religion as it is in China. When a picture
of Jesus is seen, it means that one or more
in the family profess Christianity. When
Bible literature is presented even the chil-
dren express a desire to see what it is all
about. But what a shock it is to hear, them
say they cannot read, when moments pre-
viously all without exception were read-
ing! This is just a polite way in Chinese of
saying, ‘I am not interested,” or, ‘I do not
want to take any literature.” To be polite
they will often take literature. This is
their way of showing respect.
Freguently, when calling from door to
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door Jehovah’s witnesses will meet persons
who profess no religion but who express
a desire to know God. This means that a
long discussion on many afgumentative
points will take place. The same ground is
covered over and over. Calling back on
such persons presents a real test of one’s
integrity. It may mean week after week of
explaining simple Scriptural points. When
they are discussing various doctrinal sub-
jects no effort is made to be tactful. Their
desire is for you to state your arguments
bluntly, what is true and what is false.
The Chinese respect you for speaking to
them in this way, because they realize that
you speak so for their own good.

Often during a Bible study they will
answer “yes” to a question they do not
understand. Their doing so is out of polite-

ness. They would rather go without un--

derstanding than to have you think your
explanation was not clear enough for them
to see your point. The way fo overcome
this and to find out whether they really

understand is to ask a question that shouid
receive a “no” for an answer. If they an-
swer ‘‘yes” then you know they do not
understand. So the ‘thing to do is to go
over the same material until the meaning
is clear. It takes a long time before persons
having Bible studies .reach maturity in
Scriptural knowledge, because so0 many
terms are absolutely foreign to them. Few
have had previous Bible experience. The
majority must be taught even the simplest
of Bible truths.

The Chinese are lovable people. They
are an old nation and their traditiocn dips
back into the dim past. Many things they
do far excel the modern ways of doing
things. Their basic problems are the same
as those of peoples everywhere. They de-
sire truth, justice and righteousness. When
these people come to know and love Jeho-
vah, they do so with a whola heart. Surely
many of these people will pass through
Armageddon to enjoy the blessings of the
new world.

W' DO YOU KNOWT?P N EEEEWE

® How television quiz programs differ from
Christian charity? P. 4, T4,

® Why modern money is not secure? P. 7, T4i.
@® How banks can lend out more money than
they actually have? P. 7, f4.

@ Why the man who makes “cash™ his secu-
rity is living on faith? P. 8, 12.

® Just how serious inflation <¢an become?
P. 8, 4. '

@ What living creatures are equipped with
transparent windshields? P. 10, Tt.

@ What fish has bnilt-in bifocalst P. 10, 4.
@ Why some animals can see better in dark-
ness than man? P. 14, T3.

® What is the most excellent eye of all?
P. 12, fl2,

® Who said the 'Virgin” sat on a2 jeep's
bumper: P, 14, T4,

@ What was typical of the healing miracles at
Puerto Rico's *“Fountain of the Virgin’?
P14, T5.

@ Why the Puerto Rican religious Lasco was
possible? P. 16, T4,
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® How many million hours each day Ameri-
cans spend bathing? P, t7, V2.

® What major city prohibited bathing from
Navember 1 to March 15¢ P, 17, 3.

® What was the religious objection to clean-
liness? P. 18, T1.

® What superstitions were held by the an-
cient Mayas of Central America? P. 21, 72.
® Who were described as the most brilliant
aboriginal people on the planet? P. 22, 74.
® What are the chances of contracting polio?
P. 23, T1.

® The medical short¢coming of gamma globu-
lin? P. 24, T1.

® The Scriptural shortcoming of gamma
globulin? P. 24, 7.

® To whom the Bible does .make sense?
P, 25, f2.

@ For whom the Bible was written? P. 26, T.ISI.

® What sort of religions exist in Hong Kong?
P. a7, T3.
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Danger of Total Annihilation

& When President Eisenhow-
er made his flrst appearance
as a chilef of state before the

U, N. General Assembly (12/8},

he wamed the world of the
danger of total annihilation.
He explained that atomic
bombs are now twenty-five
tlmes more destructive than
earler ones. He said that H-
bormmbs now possess power “in
the ranges of millions of tons
of TNT equivalent.” Electrify-
ing the assembly, the president
declared that the U. S, already
possesses an atomic weapon
stockpile that “exceeds by
many times the explosive
equivalent of the total of all
bombs and all shells that came
from every plane and every
- gun in every theater of war
through all the years of World
War IL." He warned that no
amount of expense can guar-
antee safety for any city of
any nation. To “heip us move
out of the dark chamber of
horror into the light,” he pro-
posed that the Soviet Union
join the U. S, in contributing
some of its atomic stockpile to
an international pool that
would be made available for
the arts of peace,

-'The Cold War's New FPhase

& The year 1954 may be an era
of talk—the talk of diplomatic
negotiation. At the Bermuda
Conference the Big Three ac-
cepted (12/5) Russia’s offer of

JANUARY B, 195}

a Big Four Foreign Ministers
Conference in Berlin. The West
is interested in an Austrian
peace treaty and the unifica-
tion of Germany. Russia is in-
terested in blocking the Euro-
pean army and geiting Red
China admitted to the TU.N.
Observers believed that if
Malenkov keeps China on top
of his priority list, nothing
wil! come from the early ne-
gotiations in 1934. Declared
U. 8. News &£ World Report:
“*Cold War' is entering a new
phase-—but it’s the same old
‘cold war’”

Pilidown Man & Fake!

@® Ever .since 1913 evolution-
ists, including many of the
best scholars in the study of
fossgil bones, have thought the
Piltdown man to be the earli-
est specimen of man, one that
Hved 500,000 years ago. Evolu-
tion's prize packapge was given
the formidable sounding names
of “FEoanthropus Dawsont.”
This came into the news when
the British Natural History
Museum admitted In a buile-
tin (11/21}) that the famous
fossil was a fake. The skull
was found to be of human ori-
gin, but the jawhone was that
of a modern ape, altered with
chemicals to make it appear
ancient. After devaluing the
skull cap from 500,000 years to
20,000 years old, the report
said that the faking of the
jawhone was so unscrupulous

a5 to nd no paralle! in the
history of paleontological dis-
covery.” Some acholars, how.
ever, had pointed out years
ago that the jawbone was not
human but ape. Now that the
famous “relic” is an admitted
fake, how do the evolutionists
feel? Declared one of the
world’s most famous anthro-
pologists: “It doesn't disturb
our ideas of human evolution at
all!'” Clearly, the evolutionists'
theories cannot be of much
consequence even to them-
selves—if they can discard
450,000 years from a much-
vaunted “relic” and not be dis-
turbed!

The Cardinal’'s Flylng Friars

@ In France, a country with
more than four million Com-
munist voters, the Catholic
Church has sought to win the
people from the clutches of
communism through the ef-
forts of worker-priests. In
Italy, a land with more than
six million Communist voters,
the Catholic Church is trylng
to counteraet communism wHth
the Flying Friars. This is a
group of twenty monks direct.
ed by Cardinal Lercaro, the
archbishop of Bologna. These
monks fight communism in the

_province of Emilia, a place

where more than half the peo-
ple give their votes to extreme
left-wing parties, where peo-
ple are unfriendly to priests
and where village churches
are often deserted. Anticipat-
ing that the monks may have
fo defend themselves in the
pro-Communist province, the
cardinal chose them for their
physical prowess, some having
fought with World War II par-
tisans. Because of their ag-

gressiveness the monks. are

“called by the people Frati Vo-

lanti (the Flying Friars). Al-
though admitting that their
mission is similar to the job of
the worker-prlests, the cardi-
nal said that the Flylng Friars
are different in this respect:
they do not hide the fact that
they are priests. The cardinal
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hopes that the Flying Friars
will succeed in turning back
the tlde of communism and be
more successful than the
worKerpriests in France,
where some priests succurmbed
to Communist doctrine,

Britaln’s Boy Bishop

& In the town of Cornwal} the
Church of England revived a
ceremony that had not been
performed for the last 400
years: At the Church of the
Good Shepherd church leaders
elected & boy bishop. Using the
slogan “the children of today
are the church of tornorrow,”
the church officials installed g
15-year-old boy, David Hag-
gerty, nE bishop ‘to promote
interest in Sunday achoel work
and the teaching of the faith.”
—New York FfHerald Tribine
(12/7}.

U. N.: “The Strongest Censure*
@ The 400-mile-long borderline
between Israel and Jordan has
had many illegal crossings.
Many minor pillaging expedi-
tlons have been made by the
Arabz dgainst Israel. On the
- other hand, there have been
retallatory raids by Israel that
have been less frequent but
better organized. These illegal
border crossings culminated in
“the Kilbya incident"—an Is-
raell raid in which 53 Arabs
were killed. Since the U.N.
truce supervisor placed the re.
gponsibility on Israel, the
thorny problem went to the
Security Council. Britain fa.
vored censuring Isreel and
saying nothing about arrang-
ing peace talks. France and
the U. S. lined up with Britain,
and the Big Three presented
thelr resclution to the Securlty

Council (117201, By a vote of

9.0 the Council adopted the
resolution {11/24), It expressed
“the strongest censure” of the
Israeli "retaliatory actlon at
Kibysa,” and called on Jordan
to “contlnue and strengthen
the measures” to prevent croas-
ing of the demarcation line.
Igraell delegate Abha Eban de-
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clared that the resolution
against I[erael was “more vehe.
ment and mntemperate” than
the Council had ever rendered,

‘even against the Communists

in Korea. The Arab viewpoint
was expressed by Charles Mal-
ik of Lebanon, who told the
U.N. that the resolution “is
the first gleam of hope in
years that the Arabg are not
golng to be wronged again.”

Three Planes Came Qut -

® During 1953 three planes
camée out of Czechoslovakia.
They were unusual; they were
escape vehicles for persons
fleeing communism. One was
a small German-made plane
with three C(CzZechs. Another
was the girliner seized at gun-
point and flown to Frankfort
with twenty-three reluctant
pagsengers accompanying four
anti-Red Czechs. In November
two men, each with only seven
hours’ air traipning, flew a
small sports plane over the
West German—Czechoslovak
border through a hail of bul-
lets. Despite the bullets and
despite the fact that neither
“pilat” had yet made his first
solo flight, they landed near
the Bavarian town of Regens-
burg with no injury to them-
selves. Reason for their Aight:
They ‘no longer could distin-
guish truth from lies.”

‘America’s Neglected Minority'
&® When the white man took
over North America he became
notorious for ill-treating the
Indians. From tlme to time in-

%idents have ¢ropped up that

indicate that this ill-treatment
is not entirely something of a
bygone era. In November, Na-
vajo Indians of the Montezuma
Creek clan had to go to federal
court for justice, Agents of
the Federal Bureau of Land
Management had slaughtered
150 of the Indians” horses and
burtros. The agents maintained
that the Navajos were on land
reserved for whites, In court,

the Navajos proved that their .

anirmals, so essentlal in the
Indiang’ life, were slaughtered

without “proper notification.”
How did the court decide?
Federal Judge W. nRltter

- granted (11/21) a full award

of $100,000 to the Indians for
the animals slaughtered by
federal agents. Charging that
in extreme cases the federal
agents kandcuffed Navajo
women while removing horses
from land in dispute, the
judge sajd the Bureau's action
congtituted “inhumanity, Joree,
violence, brutality and acts of
depredation,” He described the -
slaughter as a “whimsiecal
move of some bureawcrat."”
Americans were glad to see
the Indians receive justice. Rut
the New York Times, calling
them "America’s most neglect-
ed minority,” remarked: “Mere
justice for the Indian is hardty
enough.”

Twice the Speed of Sound

® The speed of sound ranges
from 660 miles an hour at 30,-
000 feet to 760.9 miles an hour
at sea level, In August, 1951, a
Douglas Skyrocket flew past
20,000 feet and came close to

.doubling the speed of sound.

It traveled 1,238 miles an hour.
Then in October, 1953, the
Douglas Shkyrocket came even
nearer {o twice the speed of
saund by zipping along at 1,272
miles an hour. Finally, on No-
vember 20, test pilot Scott
Crossfleld, in his Douglas
D-558-2 - Skyrocket, was taken
up in a B-29 to 32,000 feet.
Then the fourengined rocket
plane was dropped from the
belly of the bomber. After
zooming the Skyrocket past
60,000 feet, the pilot started
down, glving the aircraft its
final burst of fuel. It was then
that test pilot Crossfleld flew
faster than anybody previous-
ly had-—-1,327 riles per hour,
slightly faster than twice the
speed of sound,

Mexlco: Better Odds for Bulls
&® Bullfights have been so
heavily in faver of the bull
fighters that, not unfrequent-
ly, gringos have béen knowm
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to cheer for the bulls. When
the new bullight season
opened in Mexico City, Presi-
dent Adolfo Ruiz Cortlnes de-
cided that the bulls really
were at a painful disadvan-
tage. To benefit the bulls he
gecreed 98 changes in the
rules, Now instead of a bull-
fighter’'s wusing many cape-
waving helpers to confuse the
bull, he can use only one. Also
the bullfighters must now Hmit
their passes to twelve minutes
and kill within six minutes.
Whenever they fail, the bulls
will be relesased from the
arena.

U. 8.: Black Funnels of Death

& More than 30 per cent of all
the world's tornadoes origi-
nate in the U. S. The whirling,
funnel-like cloud of the torna-
do has hit more than 6,000
times in the past 40 years,
killing close to 9,000 people,.
They usually strike in the
spring. But in 1953 tornadoes
brutally hit the U.S. from

spring down through Decem-
ber. One of the natlon's worst
occurved {12/5) when the busl-
ness district of Vicksburg, Mis-
sisplppi, was crowded with
shoppers. With the roar of a
thousand jets, reported one
witness, the twister churned
through the district, sucking
parts of bulldings Iinto its
mighty maelstrom. A theater
collapsed with 73 persons in-
side. Children clawed their
way under eeats, where some
were trapped and killed. Stores
collapsed. Big houses tumbled
down. Autos pilled up In the
street. Roofs hurtled through
the alr. Cutting a 16-block
swath through the heart of the
city, the tornado killed at least
31 persons, injured more than
230 and left homeless more
than 1,200. In the wake of the
whirling, black funnel of death
was damage estimated at more
than §25,000,000,

Earth's Greatest Storm
& Tornadoes are earth’s flerc.

est storms. Their funnels act
like gigantic vacuum cleaners
sucking up everything in their

" paths. If, then, the power of a

single tormado is so utterly
devastating, what will be the
power of earth’s greatest
storm—Armageddon! The
Great Prophet, Christ Jesus,
agsures us that it will be a
“great tribulatlon such as has
not occurred since the world’s
beginning until now, no, nor
will occur again'” Indicating
that Armageddon will dwarf a
thousand tornadoes in destrue-
tive fury, God's prophet says:
“A great tempest shall be
raised up from the uttermost
parts of the earth. And the
slain of Jehovah shall be at
that day from one end of the
earth even unto the other
end.” This generation will see
earth’'s greatest storm, How
vital to be awake and to un-
derstand the meaning of world
events!—Matthew 24:21, M,
New World Trors.; Jeremlah
25:32, 33, Am. Stan. 'Ver,

1S THE BIBLE

WHERE DID IT COME FRROM?

HOW HAVE ITS WRITINGS BEEN PRESERVED?
WHAT COMFORTING MESSAGE DOES IT CONTAIN?

® These questions and many more are answered thoroughly and completely in the
B4-page booklet Basis for Belief in a New World. First, it supplies undeniable proof
of the authenticity of the Bible, Then it gives Seriptural proof that present-day world-
sha}fg']g events are the fulfillment of Bible prophecy, pointing to the near-at-hand new
world.

® On reading the booklet, you will want to pass a copy on to others so they, too, can
benefit from this cheering news. You may obtain 7 copies of the booklet for 25.cents,
or a single copy for 5 cents.

Iu ibs Nidiw Truaf I the Bibie Truaf Ta the Bibis TrusfF JIrdbe Kibia Treef

WATCHYOWER N.Y.

117 ADAMS ST BROOKLYN 1,

cents for O 1 copy
[ 7 copiea of Basis for Belief in a New World.

Street and Number
or Route and BOX oo o s ke
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Producing the

1954 Yearbook

of Yehovat's Wetnesses

WORLD-WIDE
PREACHING

Over 500,000 of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses engaged in the preaching
work last vear. Each one reported
his preaching activity to the local
congregation. In turn, each of the
more than 14,000 congregations

On reaching the Society’s headquarters the material submitted by
each branch office is considered by the president of the Society, con-
densed, summarized and compiled into a coherent unified report, It
is introduced with a Scriptural discussion that sets the theme and
appends to it a conclusion that rounds it out to completeness. To this
are added a yeartext and Scripture texts with appropriate comments

for each day of the year.

EACH MINIS-
TER REPORTS

The Yearhook contains a report on the preaching activity
of Jehovah's witnesses in each of the 143 lands where the
Kingdom message is being prociaimed. It relates experi-
ences Jehovah's witnesses have had preaching from house
to house, calling back on interested persons, conducting
home Bible studies, witnessing on the streets and surmount-
ing all kinds of obstacles to preach the good news of God’s
kingdom and comfort those who mourn.

compiied a report for the branch
office. Each branch office, in turn,
assembled and submitted a com-
plete report of the preaching work
done in its country to the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society.

COMPILING

THE YEAR-
BOOK

Bead This Tuteresting Repont

* A copy of the 1954 “Yearbook” may be oblained for 50 cents.
Send for your copy today by returning the coupon helow.
®* A handsomaly illustrated colendar for 1954 is also available
on o coniribution of 25 cents, or five 1o one address for $1.

WATCHTOWER 17

ADAMS 3T,

BROOKLYN I, N.Y.

Enclosed ls 50 cents for a copy of the 1954 Yeorbook.
Enciosed find 25 cents for one 1954 calendar,

Enciosed And $1 for S eplendars.

Street and Nurmber
or Route and Box ... . ..

Zone Mo, ... -
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