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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are able {0 keep you awaka to the vital issues
of cur times must be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests.
“Awakel” has no fetters. It recogalzes facts, faces fucts, Is fres to
publish facts. It is not bound by political ambitions or obligations; it 1s
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be trodden on; it is
unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal keeps itself free that

- it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It
maintaine integrity to truth,

“Awnke " uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on
them, Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations.
From the four cormers of the earth their uncenscred, on-the-scenes
reports come to you through these columns, This journal's viewpoint
is not narrow, but is International. Itisread in many nations, in many -
languages, by persons of all ages. Through its pages many fields of
knowledge pass in review—government, commerce, religion, history,
geography, gcience, social conditions, nateral wenders—why, its cover-
age is as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens.

“Awake " pledges itself 4o righteous principles, to exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting
mourners and strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a
delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right-
eous New World.

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by reading “Awakel”
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“Now it is high time to awagke.”
—logugrn 1311}

@

Voluima XXXIV

Brookiyn, M. ¥., December 22, 1953

Number 24

A Woman President for the U.N.

OMAN'S entrance into politics did

ngl come ahout without a long and
hard struggle. Nincteenth-century rulers
and those of the early twentieth century,
such as the kaisers of Germany, felt very
stremgly that woman's place was with
Kinder, Kueche, Kirche—children, kitchen
and church or religlon. But times have
changed and todauy Lhere 15 no place for
kaigers in politics, whereas wormen—

No question about it, the suffragists
waged a winning fight for cquality before
the law and for woman'’s right to vote, gain-
ing thelr coveted rights in Great Britaln in
1918, in Germany in 19198 wrd in the
UInited States in 1920 with the adoption
of the nlneteenth amendment. Ever since,
women have become more and more ac-
tive in politlcs; arhong the more prominent
ones might be named Viscountess Astor,
Eleanor Roosevelt and Eva Perdn.

Currently, the most striking example
of woman’s success in politics is furnished
hy Mme. Vijaya Iakshmi Pandit of India,
who, on September 13, 1953, was elected
president of the General Assembly of the
‘United Nations. Mme. Pandit, a mother of
three daughters, wife of a lawyer and
schoiar, and sister of the prime minister
of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, i5 a veteran
in politles, During the nineteen thirtics
and forties she took a praminent part in
India’s struggit for independence and wns
seversl times imprisoned for civil diso-
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bedience. Concerning her the New ¥York
Times, September 16, 1953, stated: “'She
is perhaps best known at the United Na-
tions for her fiery speeches on behalf of
countries that are not yet free although
stirred by slrong nationalistic tides. In the
Assembly she has led many a bitter con-
troversial debate on complaints agalnst
French administration of the African pro-
tectorates of Morocco and Tunisia.”

While Mme. Pandit hopes thal het sex
and origin wil! not be stressed, she, never-
theless, expressed the opinion that her ap-
pointment was a tribute to her country
and nlso that it was “a recognition of the
part that women have played and are
playing, in furthering the aims and pur-
poacs of thls great organization.”

No quesiivn about it, Mme, Pandit 18 u
very able stateswornan; buf may we ex-
pect the current session of the United
Nations to be more successful than pre-
vious ones by rcason of having her as
president? In arguing for woman suf-
frage, suffragettes pointed to the corrup-
tion in politics and held out the hope that
with women voting politics would become-
clean and honest. However, the moral tone
of American polltics hag steadily wurscned
in spite of woman's ever-increasing pollti-
cal activity.

The fact is that having women in poll-
tics or in Lhe United Nations 1s not the
solution, but is just getting farther away
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from God's way of doing things. How so?
Because it runs counter to God’s principles
regarding universal headship, as enun-
ciated by the apostle Paul: “But I want
you to know that the head of every man
s the Christ; in turn, the head of a woman
is the rman; in turn, the head of the Christ
is God.” And as regards procedure in the
Christian congregation Paul did not equiv-
ocate but plainly commanded: “Let a
woman learn in silence with full submis-
siveness, I do not permit a woman to teach,
or to exercise authority over a man, but
to be in silence.”—1 Corinthians 11:3;
1 Timothy 2:11, 12, New World Trans.

That the apostle Paul was not arbitrary
in this matter is borne out by Jesus’
example. Although among his followers
were women of unselfishness, zeal and
appreciation, none of the twelve or of the
seventy sent-forth-ones were women. In
this he followed the precedent set by his
Father, who had only males to serve as
priests in the tabernacle or temple and to
rule as kings upon the throne of Jehovah,
though Queen Athaliah usurped the throne
for a time and was deposed in disgrace.

Likewise, when the early Christian con-
gregation chose envoys or apostles to rep-
resent it or to serve as assistants to super-
vise the distribution of food, the selections
were limited to the males. Clearly this was
not accidental; nor may we conclude that
" this was because there were not women
with natural ability in the early Christian
-congregation, - There was Priscilla, who is
repeatedly linked with her husband in
Christian activity, Paul referring to both
as “my fellow workers.” He also mentions
Tryphaena and Tryphosa ‘“who have
worked hard in the Lord,”—Luke 8:1-3;
Acts 18:26; Romans 16:3, 12, New World

Trans.
'~ This principle of man's always taking
the lead and exercising the headship may
. not be appreciated by a modern world and
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least of all by modern woman. However,
if we accept the Bible as God's Word, as
inspired and therefore timeless, which
Christians are compelled to do, then we
have no alternative but to be governed
by its wisdom, which comes from above.
—Psalm 119:1035; John 17T:17; James 3:17.

The modern world, Christendom in-
cluded, is not interested in adhering to
God’s principles; if it were, it would not
be in the wretched state that it finds itself,
and that in spite of its UJnited Nations.
The religious leaders of modern times urge
faith in the United Nations, pray for it
and see in it ‘the promise of the ultimate
establishment of the kingdom of God.”

The United Nations is very definitely
a part of this world, but Christ Jesus
taught his followers to pray for a kingdom
that is no part of this world. (Matthew
6:10; John 18:36) The United Nations is
man's loftiest achievement, but Jesus said
that that which is lofty among men
is disgusting in God's sight, and he
urged all to flee to God’s kingdom when
they saw such a disgusting thing. (Mat-
thew 24:15, 16; Luke 16:15, New World
Trans.) The United Nations resorts to
carnal or fleshly weapons, but Jesus Christ
warned that those who took up the sword
would perish by it and Paul tells Chris-
tians that the weapons of their warfare
are not carnal.-—Matthew 26:52; 2 Cogrin-
thians 10:3-3.

Christendom, by uniting with godless,
ruthless, murderous, hypocritical totalitar-
ian communismn within the United Nations,
will receive the same fate from that ele-
ment as did the Jewish nation from Rome
in the first century (A.DD. 70) because of
their alliance with it. (Luke 19:42-44;
21:20-24; John 19:12-16) The election of
a Hindu woman to the presidency of the
United Nations is but another reason for

Christians not to have anything to do with
it.

AWAKE!



CHRISTMAS

Does It Make Sense?

GROUF of Ameriean soldiers while on

occupation duty in Japan arranged a
Christmas party for some Japaness young-
sters. The party featured the usual Santa
Claus, Chrlstmas carols, gifts and plenty
of food. While the reat were eagerly open-
ing their gift packages one thoughtful
youngster had a curiasity of another kind.
With a puzzled expression on his face he
asked one of hls companlons: “Whose
birthday Is it? The man with the
whiskers?"'—Saturdey Evening Post, De-
cember 20, 1832,

Also asking 8 (hought-provoking ques-
tion in regard to Christmas was one five-
year-old Kent Balley. Cornering hls father
around Christmas time he said: “Daddy,
did you know there isn’t any Santa Claus?”
Noncommittally, his father replied, “Oh, is
that s0? “And did you know,"”. continued
the little lad, “that William Boyd of the
movies is really Hopalong Cassidy?” Not
wishing to add to the child’s disillusion-
ment the father agnin answered without
committing himself, Then the five-year-old
asked: “Daddy, is there really a God?”
(The Oregonian, January 13, 1933) Inci-
dents such as these may well pose the
question: Does Christmas make sense?

Does Chrishmas make sense? It does to
big business—and little business: in fact, it
is itself a big business, In the United States
the Christmas-tree husiness anmually
amounts to $50 million. Christmas savings
clubs each year hand out to (heir nembers
more than a billion dollars aroimd Christ-
mas time, We are told that the Christmas
seagon accounts for thirty per cent of all
retail businesa dane in the United States,
and with some businesses the amount is

DECEMBER B2, 1903

as high as fifty per cent. Yes, Christmas
makeg sense in (he business world, but
how compatible i its profit-making mo-
tive with Christ’s principles regarding lay-
ing up tressures in heaven and giving
free hecause we have received free ?—NMnt-
thoew 6:20: 10:8.

Crime ai Christmas

Not only that, but there 13 also a very
seamy side to thle Christmas business. A
United Press dispatch of November 1T,
1952, anid: “More murders arc committed
on Christmas day than on any other one
day of the year, acrording to a report by
Gerhard J. Falf, Unjversity of Pennsyl-
vania sociologist.” Does that make senss?

The Christmas season also furnishes the
idea! tlme for the kind of stealing known
us “shoplifting."" Noting this other side of
Christmas, the New York Sunday Nows,
December 21, 1952, told of the apprehension
of a young matron shoplifter who sobbed
and writhed and begged for merey, that she
might not be exposed, because of her hav-
ing been gaught with a number of things
she had “lifted.” including a $23 dress “Ior.
a Christmas dance,” The chief detective
of the store observed to the news report-
er: “We pot 'em every day . . . and when
Christmas time is here, they increase in
numbers.” Shoplifting a dress for a ""Christ-
mas dance,” Does that make sense?

Christmas season burdens doctors and
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erowds hospitals because celebrants in-
dulge too freely in food and drink. In fact,
Christmas presents a peculiar hazard to
the auto driver because of the number of
drunken drivers on the road. In view of
Jesus' words, “Pay attention to yourselves
that your hearts never become weighed
down with overeating and heavy drink-
ing,” does such overindulgence done in His
name make sense?—Luke 21:34, New
World Trans.

Does Christmas giving make sense? In
the United States, in 1952, some 1,300
firms gave their customers, dealers or em-
ployees upward of $80 million for Christ-
mas. Out of love? As a Christian senti-
ment? Or as “good business”? And what
about individual giving ? Does the old prin-
ciple, “Let your gifts be to the necessitous
and the deserving,’”’ govern, or is it a matter
of giving because someone gave something
to you, or because you expect to receive
something in return? And is the size or
worth of one’s gift determined by his de-
sire to make a good impression, by what
one hopes to accomplish by giving; or by
what the other fellow gave you last year?
Touching on another aspect of Christmas
giving, a New York Times columnist ad-
vised keeping a notebook specially ruled
for the purpose, showing what one gave
his friends from year to year so that ‘Uncie
G—— will not be given a pair of mittens
just like the ones you gave him last year
and which he hasn’t worn as yet.’ Does
Christmas make sense?

Pagan and Medieval Origins

A National Geographic Society release
around Christmas time, in 1952, told that
“Christmas Tree Custom Began as Pagan
Rite.” A missionary “found the Teutons
worshiping the sacred oak of Odin. Instead
of trying to destroy that practice, [he]
persuaded the Christian converts to sub-
stitute an evergreen tree for the oak and
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decorsate it in honor of the Christ Child.
The practice stuck,”

And regarding other Christmas fea-
tures the Encyclopedia Americuna states:
“Among the German and Celtic tribes the
winter solstice was considered an impor-
tant point of the year, and they held their
chief festival of Yule t0 commemorate the
return of the burning-wheel [the sun].
The holly, the mistletoe and the wassail
bowl are relics of pre-Christian times.”
Does it make sense to fuse such pagan
relics to Christianity when God strictly
forbade his people to doso?—2 Corinthians
6:14-16.

The medieval legends that serve as the
basis of many of the Christmas customs
are S0 farfetched and fantastic in their
details as to represent an insult even to
the intelligence of a child. This is particu-
larly true of those concerning “St. Nicho-

las,” supposed to have been “the greatest

wonder worker of all the saints in Chris-
tendom” in his day, some sixteen centuries
back. Because of his purported miracles
he is the patron saint of sailors (replacing
the Greek god Neptune), of pawnbrokers,
of robbers, of small children, of Russia,
ete. A native of Italy, his counterpart is
found in various lands under differing
names and guises: Santa Claus in Holland;

Knecht Ruprecht, Weinachtsmann and
Kris Kringle in Germany; Jiil-Nissen in
Norway and Denmark; Jiil Tomter in
Sweden; to mention some of the better-
known ones.

And as for the Christmas date, it is a
well-known fact that December 25 does
not have any Scriptural support but was
borrowed from the pagan Saturnalia, a
season of celebration when the population
went mad and did everything the opposite
from what they did the rest of the year:
men and women wore each other’s cos-
tumes; masters served their servants, who

AWARE!



ordered them around; antigaming laws
were susperkded. Also gifts were exchanged,
such as hally, wax fririt and dolla. ‘Tt was
all right to say anything, do anything,
and everyone had fun,” we are told. To
make it easy for these pagan Romans to
accept the Catholle religion, they were
allowed to keep the celebration, but merely
changed its name to “Christ’s mass,"

It should not surprise us, then, to note
that in New York city, In 1952, the Hindus
had a week's celebration of Christmas,
because the Christmas spirit together with
the Christmaos tree at their chapel demon-
strated the “ancient Hindu dictum, *“Truth
is one, men call it variously.’ "

And not only in New York rity, but
right in Bombay, India, were the Hindus
carried away with the Christmas spirit.
A dispatch to the Chicago, THinois, Tribune
from Bomhay stated: “Indla, a land of
hlood sacrifices and many idols, today
[December 25] took time out to celebrate
the alien Christmas festival. Not one In-
dign in fifty is a Christian, but the Yule-
tide spirit of good will and gift-moking
submerged Indin’s awn religlons. Yester-
day prospetous Indians shopped eagerly.”

And not only the Hindus, but also the
Shintoisls of Japan have adopted Christ-
mas. In 1952 an “Orgy of Spending” and
holiday frivolitles began wilh Christrmas
day and contlnued for as long as three
weeks. Virtually all businesses and govern-
ment offices were closed for the first week,
whereas movie houses, dance halls, caba-
reta and burlesque theaters were duing a
booming business entertaining overtlow
crowds, Were the spirit of Christ truly in
the Christmas cclebration, would it be
adopied by such non-Christian religions?
—New York Times, January 4, 1953,

The Scriptures Regarding Christ's Birth
The Bible indicates that Jesus was born
about October 1, 2 B.C., that he came as
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the Messiah A.D. 29, and was put 10 death
three and a half years later, about April 1,
AD. 33. Scriptural testimony .in which
this is implicit is in Danlel 9:24-27 (the
prophecy concerning the “seventy weeks'’)
and Luke 3:1, 23. The October date har-
menizes with the fact that the shepherds
were still out at night with their flocks;
Lthis would not have been the casc at the
end of Decermnber.

Nor can the visit of the astrologers be
linked with the tlme of his birth. Astrolo-
gers are demon worshipers, and in view of
the terrible outcome of their trip, the slay-
ing of the young boyy, it does not seern rea-
sonable to hold that God led them to Jesus;
and if not (God, then it must have been the
Devil, for no light in the sky of natural
origin could have directed the astrologera
Nor is their number, glven 88 three, indi-
cated in the Bible.

Herod's decree to kill all the male chll-
dren of two years and under, “according
to the time that he had carefully ascer-
tnined from the astrologers,” indicates that
Jesues was sbout two years old at that time,
That is why we read that the astrologers
saw a young child In a house whereas the
shepherds saw an infant in a manger. Com-
pare Matthew’s account with Luke's, New
World Transiation Incidentally, while hls-
{orians generally give the date of King
Hernd's death as 4 B.C., there is a differ-
ence of opinion among authoritiés, and the
chief witness, Josephus, is contradictory
on this point, so that a date in conflict
with the one indicated in the Bible cannot
be correctly affirmed.

Birthdays are studiously ignored in the
Bible. Although lime and again an exact
dale is given for other events, such as
when Noah entered the ark and when he
left, when the feasts of the law covenant
were to be celebrated, the date of the con-
spiracy against the Jews in Esther's time,
yet not once is indicated the day on which
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a person was born. In all the Scriptures
only two birthdays are mentioned, each
of pagan rulers and each marred by a mur-
derous execution.—See Genesis 40:20, 21;
Matthew 14:6-12.

A Sign of Immaturity

Look in whatever direction we will, does
Christmas make sense? Its commercialism,
its self-indulgence, its increased crime, its
pagan origin and medieval legends, its
wrong date, its confusing of the visit of
the astrologers with Christ’s birth, and the
very celebration of birthdays, do not make
sense and are all foreign to what it claims
to be—a Christian festival.

Actually Christmas is a sop to selfish-
ness in man. Persons who are hateful, self-
centered, miserly, become sentimental at
Christrnas time, having "been bribed to
make a display of generosity because of
the babe-in-the-manger story, the Christ-
mas carols, the beautifu! decorations, and
the wining and dining. What about the
other 364 days in the year? No sentimental
appeal then, no generosity then? No win-
ing and dining and s0 no brotherly feeling
then?

Ostensibly Christmas is celebrated as
Christ’s birthday; but usually when some-
one’s birthday is celebrated, that one gets
the gifts. But whoever thinks of giving
gifts to Christ Jesus on Christmas day?
In fact, everybody gets gifts except him.
Some may hold that Jesus said that what
was given to the least of his brothers was
given to him, but who gives gifts because
another is Christ’s brother?

Said Dr. McCracken of New York's
fashionable Riverside church, regarding
Christmas’ being a secular celebration with
many: “People are sick and weary of the
world in which they live, with its mean-
ness angd its pettiness, its dishonesty and
double-dealing, its ugly passions that make
life a rotten little game instead of a great
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one. Dimly aware of a great lack, they
are searching for something that can really
satisfy that need. Their hearts, if not their
voices, are crying, ‘Give us God.’ "—New
York Times, December 23, 1952,

With those words that clergyman uttered
more truth than he realized, for by them
he was giving an indictment not only of
those who secularize Chrigtrmas but of all
who celebrate it. Why do we find Indian
Hindu, Japanese Shintoist, modern Jew,
aghostic, atheist and infidel all joining with
the professed Christian in celebrating
Christmas? For the very reason that there
is something lacking in their lives; their
religion or irreligion does not fully satisfy
their needs; it has not sparked them to
express unselfishness, which they instine-
tively know they should be expressing. So
with the help of the emotionalism of Christ-
mas time they are made to feel noble at
least for a day or two out of the year.

Mature Christians, who sincerely and
intelligently follow in the footsteps of the
one whose name they have taken upon
themselves, do not need to be emotionally
stimulated by appeals to the eye or the
ear or the palate to be put into the mood
of giving; nor do they give merely because
everybody else is giving., Knowing that
there is more happiness in giving than
there is in receiving, they prictice giving
365 days in the year, and that without any
ulterior motive, any feeling of obligation
or hope of reward or return.—Acts 20:35,
New I’f’orld Trans,

And while they do not despise the giving
of material assistance in cases of need,
true Christians appreciate that the greater
need comes first, the need for a knowledge
and understanding of Jehovah and his
Word, which alone can make one wise to
the gaining of everlasting life. (John 17:3;
2 Timothy 3:15-17) And these do not hun-
ger at heart for God, for they have found
him and rejoice in him.

AWARKE!?



WHAT SOCRATES AND PLATO DID
FOR DEMOCRACY

ISTORY tells us that

democracy reached its
finest state in Athens four hundred years
before Christ. Socrates lived then. No one
gave democracy more of a headache than
Socrates did. That is, of course, with the
exception of his star pupil, Plato.

To tell the truth, Athenian democracy
was no democracy at all, Of the 400,000
inhabitants of Athens 250,000 were slaves,
without political rights in any sense of the
word. And of the 150,000 freemen or citi-
zens a mere handful presented themselves
at the Eecclesia, or general assembly, to
cope with the affairs of state. “Yet,” says
philosopher-historian Will Durant in his
book The Story of Philosophy, ‘‘what de-
mocracy they had was as thorough as
never since; the general assembly was the
supreme power, and the highest official
body, the Dikosteria, or supreme court,
consisted of over a thousand members (to
make bribery expensive), selected by al-
phabetical rote from the roll of all the citi-
zens, No mstitution could have been more
democratic, nor, said its opponents, more
absurd.”

Times were turbulent in Greece. Thanks
to the Sophists, who specialized in quib-
bling about everything and everybody,
the gods and goddesses had toppled off
Mount Olympus. That meant that people
who were guided by something of a moral
code built around fear of these *“deities”
were now left in the Iurch. It may be true
that the moral practices required to please
Zeus and Artemis were among some of the
things to shy out of sight of, according to
the law of Moses. Nevertheless, the Greeks
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were still left without any

sure moral guide and they

were seething in the fleshpots of confusion
and disillusionment, and were ripe for ruin.
Folks who enjoyed the privilege of think-
ing were left wondering if each man might
just as well be guided by his own notions.
“As for the state,”” Durant says with
warmth, “what could have been more ridic-
ulous than this mob-led passion-ridden
democracy, this government by a debating-
society, . . . this unchoice choice of simple
farmers and tradesmen, in alphabetical
rotation, as members of the supreme court
of the land? How could a new and natural
morality be developed in Athens, and how
could the state be saved?”

How? Well, there was Socrates. No, he
did not lead an army; he was thoroughly
pacific. He did not even run for, king. He
just sat around in the shade and talked.
Not that he professed any wisdom of his
own. The only thing Socrates claimed to be
champion of was the art of asking ques-
tions. But what questions!

His questions implied that democracy or
people-rule was just a politician’s silver-
plated word for mob-rule, and that by lewd
fellows of the baser sort. “How can a so-
ciety be saved, or be strong, except it be
led by its wisest men?”’ That was the
Socratic question that headed the list,

Plato Finds the Answer

Thanks to stimulation of this kind, a
revolution broke out, and after the blood-
letting, “democracy” still ruled. The party
in power sentenced Socrates to drink hem-
lock and die.



So it was left to young Plato to carTy on.
We are told that 28-year-old Plato was left
filled “with such scorn of democracy, such
a hatred of the mob, as even his aristo-
cratic lineage and breeding had hardly en-
gendered in him; it led him to a Catonic
resolve that democracy must be destroyed,
to be replaced by the rule of the wisest and
the best. It became the absorbing problem
of his life to find a method whereby the
wisest and the best might be discovered,
and then enabled and persuaded to rule.”
—The Story of Philosophy.

Once discovered and enabled, the wise
ones would hardly have to be *persuaded”
to rule. So discover them he must. “Until
philosophers are kings, or the kings and
princes of the world have the spirit gf
philosophy, and wisdom and political lead-
ership meet in the same man, . . . cities
will never cease from ill, nor the human
race.”—The Republic, by Plato.

It took Plato many long years and a lot
of hard work to compound the formula.
But when he did, it made him famous. Un-
raveled out of his voluminous dialogues and
pieced together, the formula boils down to
a fairly simple antidote for democracy:

First, you take the children of ten years
of age away from the “habits of the par-
ents” and educate them properly. Parochi-
al schools, in plain words. By a thorough
development in physical education the need
for correction by the medic’s serpent-
entwined rod would be dispensed with, and
everybody would be sound in body if not in
mind. However, lest you have nothing but
a generation of wrestlers and weight-
lifters, you teach them music too. The art
of music fills a young soul with harmony
and thythm and a disposition to justice;
“can he who is harmoniously constituted
ever be unjust ?” Juvenile authorities might
jot this down.

After ten years of practite with biceps
and voicebox, the regenerated race, now
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twenty years old, must undergo a screen-
ing. It is time to find out which they have
more of, brains or brawn. The odds are that
most will wind up with more brawn than
brains. So graduate the brawny ones right
there. It is plain to see after all this time
that they were cut out to take care of the
mundane side of Utopia. Send them out to
battle the weeds, manufacture swords, cob-
ble shoes and row ships. That is what their
muscles are for. If they grumble or look
unhappy, remind them that they have been
trained to whistle while they work.

But what about those that pass the test
and survive the stiff screening? Well, edu-
cate them for ten more years. Now they
are thirty years old. Time for another
screening. Now only the finest of the super-
fine will be left. And the new crop of gradu-
ates must sally forth to become the auxil-
iaries, the executive aides and military
officers of the state.

But what of the high-grade brains that
are still whizzing? They are given five
vears more of parboiling in the fat of ad-
vanced- philosophy. At the age of thirty-
five they are cast right out in the raw old
world to find out the hard way if their
high-toned ideas will hold water. If, after
fifteen years of weathering the mortal
storm, these intelligentsia survive intact,
they automatically, at the age of fifty,
reach the highest state. They become mein-
bers of the ruling class. They are now high-
er than the gods that fell from QJympus
were, because they are an absoclute hier-
archy of philosopher-kings, high priests of
the state.

This ‘‘guardian” class, Mr. Durant de-
clares, would have to get by under “a sys-
tem of communism.” They must even be-
come celibates of a sort, At any rate, no
philosopher would have his own individual
wife, but like everything else assigned to
the hierarchy the wives would all be en-
joyed in common.

AWAKE!



A Religion to Hold Utopla Together

What If the masges that graduated at
the age of twenty get tired of having to ad-
mit that they are just plain earth people?
And what If the class that craduated at
thirty get fed up with mere plush-lined
offices and military decorations?

Do not worry. Plato fixed that. He con-
cocted a religion, just the religion needed
to mnke everybody happy with his lot. *“We
shall tell these young people that the divi-
slons into which they have [allen are God-
decreed and irrevocable.”

But who would ever try to translale this
philosapher’s fancy into reality? Listen to
the words of ane of his eritles and admlr-
ers, himsell a member of the church thal
sponsored the Utopia:

“For a thousand years Europe was ruled
by an order of guardians considerably like
that which was vigioned hy our philogo-
pher, Durlng the Middle Ages it was cus-
tomary fo classify the population of Chiris-
tendom into laboratores (workers), bella-
tores (soldiers), and oratores (clergy). The
last group, though small in number, monop-
ollzed the inatruments and opportunities
of culture, and ruled wilh almost unlimited
sway half of the most powerful continent
on the globe. . . . Celibacy was part of the
psychological structure of the power of the
clergy; for on the one hand they were un-
impeded by Lhe narrowing egoiam of the
family, and on the olher their apparent
superiarity to the call of the Aesh added to
lthe awe in which lay slmers held them,
and to the readiness of these sinners to

talk about their lvew In the confessionat.

“Much af the politics of Catholiclam was
derived from Plato’s ‘royal les,” or infle-
enced by them: the ideus of heaven, pur-
gatory, and hell, in their medieval form,
are iraceable to the last book of the
Republic.

“With this body of doctrine the people
of Europe were ruled with hardly any re-
sort to force; and they accepted this rule
so readily that for a thousend years they
contributed plentiful materlal support to
their rulers, and usked no voice in the gov-
ernment. Nor was this arquiescence can-
fined to the general population; merchants
and soldiers, feuds]l chieftains and civil
powers all bent the knee to iiome.”

As if in a postscript to the modern East
and West, this noted Catholic authority
adds & l[ascinating bit of data:

“For a time the Communist Party which
ruled Russla after the revolution of No-
vember, 1917, took a form strangely rem.
iniscent of the Republic. They were n small
minority, held together almost by religious
conviction, wielding the weapons of ortho-
doxy and excommunication, as sternly de-
voted to Lhelr cause as any saint (0 his, and
living a frugal existence while niling half
the soil of Europe.”—The Story of Philoso-
phy.

So while Socrates and Plato, if found in
Washington, would be the first to be in-
vestizaled by Senator McCarthy, there is
no doubt that hoth would Iook right at
home in the Vatican or the Kremlin!—Con-
iributed.

IFf the Churchos Would Do Thelr Job
€ A column headed “Quotation Marks” in the Kew York Times Magarzine, Octo-
ber 18, reported that Owen D. Young, “retired industrialist, lawyer and cnnal.iltant
to Presidents, taking issue on his scventy-ecighth birthday with predictions that
vivilization is headed for destruclion,” sald: “I don't go along. If the churches of
the worid would do their part of the job as effectively as the acientiats have done
thelrs, we wouldn't be tn any danger.”” But they haven't

DECEMBER 22, 19563
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Nature Had It First — the Mountain Climber

AOUNTAIN-CLIMBING in lts
modern form is a sport dat-
ing from about 1850. But long be-
fore man took up this sport, nature
¢ had it. There are animals that may
be obsérved sporting among the rocky heights
and that attest to the fact that nature had
mountaln climbers first. Take, for instance,
the Rocky Mountain goat, which ranges from
the Columbia River to Alaska. These goats,
really related to the antelope tribe, like to
1live far above the timber line where the
scenery js grandiose and wild and where
they are surrounded by glaciers and preci-
pices. These mountaln climbers are be-
whiskered animals with beautiful pure-white
hair and black horns. They tread where man
wolld never dare. Equipped by the (Creator
with sturdy legs and rubbery hoofs that have
sharp rims, the mountain goats climb and
run on snow, ice or bare rock.

€ when danger threatens, the mountain goat
elimbs upward, ever upward to the safety of
almost vertical peaks. In ten minutes a moun-
taln goat can climb so far that it would take
a hunter two hours to overtake it. Trying to
get a close vlew of nature's mountain climbers,
a hunter once wrote: “We came on g number
of fresh goat-tracks in the snow or the soft
shale. There seemed to be several, large and
small; and the perverted animals invariably
chose the sharpest slant they could find to
walk on, often with a decent level just beside
it that we were glad enough to have, If there
was a precipice and a sound flat-top, they
took the preciplee, and crossed its face on juts
that did not look as if your hat would hang
on them.”

U Another goat-antelope mountain climber is
the chamois, inhabiting several FEuropean
mountain chalns, Acclaimed as the most
graceful of a]l wild goats, these anlmals take
breath-taking leaps from rock to rock, They
pas3 readily up or down precipices that almost
no other quadruped would even attempt. Why,
it 1s said that the chamois is able to stand
on the summit of a pinnacle of rock with all
.its four feet gathered into a space about the
gsize of a sllver dollar! Some climber!

L Man has a shortape of expert mountain
climbers, as evidenced by the more than two
hundred fatalities In the Alps alone during
1953. But nature has an abundance of moun-
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tain climbers, and champion ones too. From
the edges of the Alaskan glacders to the
dry crags of the Mexican Sierras are found
varietles of expert climbers called mountain
sheep. They love the snowy peaks, feeling
safe up near the c¢louds. In the Slerras, sorhe-
times at altltudes of 12,000 feet, the moun-
tain sheep gambol about, leaping and bound-

ing with sure-footed ease. At the scent of an
enemy, a sentry lets out a shrill snort and
off the animals go to seek out the dizziest
trails, the kind that few enemies can follow.
Audubon was sco intrlgued by the Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep that he once wrote:

¢, “The parts of the country usually chosen
by the sheep for their pastures are the most
extraordinary broken and precipitous clay
hills or stony eminences that exist In the wild
regions belonging to the Rocky Mountain
chain. Perhaps some idea of the country they
inhabit—which is called by the French Cana-
dians and hunters ‘mauvaiss terres’—may be
formed by imagining some hundreds of loaves
of sugar of different sizes, irregularly broken
and truncated at top, placed somewhat apart
and magnifylng them into hills of consider
able size. Over these hills and ravines the
Rocky Mountsin sheep bound up and down
and you may estimate the difficulty of ap-
proaching them and conceive the great activi-
ty and sure-footedness of this species, ., , In
many places columns or piles of clay or hard-
ened earth are to be seen eight.or ten feet
above the adjacent surface, covered or coped
with a slaty, flat rock, thus resembling glgantic
tosdstools, and upon these singular places
the bighorna are frequently seen, gazing at
the hunter who is winding about far below,
looking like so many statues on their ele-
vated pedestals,. One cannot imaglne how
these animals reach these curlous places, es-
pecially on these inaccessible points.”

U In Tibet there 18 a mountain sheep called
argalt that loves high-altitude living; it roams
the craggy mountains up to 15000 feet. An-
other graceful climber is the red sheep of
Cyprus that frequenis the pine-clad slopes
of the Cyprian mountains. Found in the moun-
tains of Central Asia is the urial, and in the
Atlas Mountains of Africa are found the
Barbary sheep, So nature came flrst with
the mountain climbers and with speedler,
more aglle ones too!
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THE MANY LOVES OF MONEY

"wie have brought nothing inte the world, and neither can we carry anything out. So, having
suatenance and covering, we shall be content with these things. However, those who are
detarmined to be rich fall inte temptation and a snare and many sengeless and hustful desires
which plungs men into destruction and ruin. For the love of money iz a root of all sorts of
inJurious things, and by reaching out for this love same have been [ed astray from the faith
and have stabbed themselves all over with many pains.”"—1 . Timothy 6:7.10, New World Trans.

ATAN is a highly successful fisher and
hunter of men. Success with so large
a percentage proves the attraction and
variety of his bait, And surely one of his
versatile appealing Iures is the love of
Money. |
Money has many faces. Some of them
are obvious. Thus Christians readily con-
demn the avaricious Achan, whose lust for
.gold brought all Israel to disaster, and read
with contempt the record of the Roman
soldiers who took bribes to deny Jesus’
resurrection, and find no words to describe
the unspeakable treachery of Judas. Scrip-
tural history furnishes many meore exam-
ples of greed for gold or its equivalent,
from which we turn in disgust. But from
this may we safely conclude that love of
money would never be a bait to entice us
to bite on Satan’s hook?
That we need t0 exercise caution may
possibly be illustrated by several specific
examples. These are not drawn from the

ancient past, but from the modern present.

The principles of the Bible, its rules of
conduct, affect all ages and all men. It
should not be surprising, therefore, to see
the outworkings of ancient themes among
the people of our day. Exami-
nation may prove illuminating.
Axiomatic with all prac-
tical fishermen is to vary
the lures to atiract a
variety catch. For ex-
ample, a youngster
might catch a fish

DECEMBER 28, 1953

in a muddy river with a handline of

string. But in many clear lakes the end

of the line or leader must be of such
transparent material that the fly or lure
will appear like a free-swimming insect or
minnow, otherwise the fish will not bite,
Even to fish, the obvious cord with a
worm on a hook is definitely not inviting.
Following this analogy, the obvious miser-
ly money lover, sitting by candlelight
counting his stacks of gold, is not the sort
of attractive bait that will ensnare many
people. For success the snare must be de-
ceptive. For his purposes the Deceiver has
many deceptive uses for money.

Money’s variety of appeal is manifold.
It has more costumes than‘'a beautify]
model displays at the fashion revue. In
fact, its allure may be concentrated in the
person of this expensively gowned young
woman. But it may as well be represented
in the executive office, decorated in soft
contrasting shades, heavily carpeted, in a
preferred location with a “river view" and

staffed with efficient servants to do the

executive's bidding. To entice another, and
these allures may be adapted to draw either
sex, it may be the country or city club,
with its charming recreational features,
set in beautiful countryside or city opu-
lence, and providing heart-

T, Warming companionship
with those so financially se-

cure that they can dismiss
grim reality and hardship
. and choose the pleasant role,
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both In .conversation and in enjoyment,

But the human fish are not all of the
same slze, hence the lures must be grad-
uated to fit the catch, So the enticement
may be merely a new dress to outshine
school friends who cannot afford to buy
in the exclusive shop whose name appears
in the collar. It may even be designed for
minnows: the extra bowl of rice or bar of
chocolate above the allotted ration, given
as reward to the worker who betrays his
fellows to the Communist thought-censor.

For purposes of deception Satan ‘keeps
transforming himself into an angel of
light.” (2 Corinthians 11:14, New World
Trans.) Therefore, beware the obvious;
~ look for something deeper, Money has its
preper uses, so the question for self-
appraisal becomes: Does my desire for
‘self-gain or my worldly success place a
barrier between me and my. proper love
for my fellow men? “Each of us will ren-
der an account for himself to God.”—Ro-
"mans 14:12, New World Trans,

Its Value Emphagized

To emphasize the value of money, or
power to purchase benefits with it, only
about two per cent of the population are
usually permitted to possess amounts suf-
ficient to set them apart. According to
studies completed in 1929 in the United
States, this two per cent, possessing $50,-
000 or more, owned 40 per cent of the
total wealth of the country; sixty-five per
cent of the people owned $3,500 or less.
Though the amount of money today is
greater, it is probable that these percent-
ages have not changed greatly, even though
the United States has become the richest
country ever on earth, with its recent
rating of Trillionaire.* To keep a small

* Data released oh November 12, 1645, by A coOngres-
slonal subcommlittee on low-ineome families indicated
that of 39,080,000 farmilles. 8,000,000 hed incomes of less
than 51,0&] annually, 30,900,000 of less than 5,000,

14

percentage In eontrol, difficulties are raised
in the path of those who try to acquire
wealth.

Consider John Jones, for example, who
works at a manual trade, owning a small
bicycle repair shop in a moderate-sized
city of the United States. His charge for
labor and small profit on replacement parts
constitute his income. He makes enough to
get along, supporting his wife and two chii-
dren. Then disaster strikes. To save her
life, his wife requires an expensive opera-
tion, one 'that had been put off for lack
of money. A nurse must be hired to care
for two infant sons, Expenses at the hos-
pital and for the doctor will be over-
whelming. The only solution is to borrow
on his shop and tools. He rents the build-.
ing, so this leaves his tools. What are they
worth? A frosty-eyed agent for a small
loan agency tells hiin that they will lend
about ten per cent of the value of his
tools. Rates for such loans run as high as
twenty per cent. An additional loan is ar-
ranged at the bank, based on his average
earning power, and which will probably
run up to ten per cent or more for interest,
Relatives add a little in a patronizing atti-
tude. He shockingly learns that he has no
friends. And, as he lies awake at night
worrying about the situation, one fact is
indelibly imprinted like a brand of fire;
LACK OF MONEY CAUSED THIS TROUBLE.

It is said that many of the richest men
on earth came from poor families, where
deprivation and distress, similar to the
difficulties of Jones, stamped their early
lives. The sons of Jones, in the above
example, observed firsthand the effect of
lack of money. This memory, more than
anything else, carved their careers. After
their earning more than enough for securi-
ty, the habit of making money continued.
They learned that not only leisure could
be bought, but also brains, talent, beauty,
worldly esteem, and respect of associates,
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And they discovered that the mamper in
which money was obtrined did not lessen
its potency. They have also learned that
meaeking money is a slow process, like dig-
ging in rand with a needle; while spending
it is like pouring water on the sand. Re-
calling all this they came to love their posi-
tian, their wide gulf of separation from
want, their wealth-induced eminence iIn
this world. Thus a barrier has been ef-
fectually erected between such men and
the truth of the Bible, because the truth re-

quires a first love of righteousness; while.

the worldling’s first love Is for the position
he has buill with money. Only a lew cun
cross that barrier. —[F.uke 18:23.25.

Extenl of Ity Penvlralion

Adept players at the game of money-
making come to regard every overturc
from the standpoint of self-interest, Friend-
ship is a commodity worth just so much
in dollnrs and cents. Those who want their
mesoclation must pay high in service. In
business the servants of money must ac-
cord respeet for the wishes and often the
moods of the weallhy employer. The higher
the executive whoworks for a salary, the
more cxocting the demands. While the
fumily life of the janilor may not be im-
portant, that of the vice-president becomes
very signlficant, Abllity to entertain and
amuse those of wealth becomes of para-
mount importance in the higher altitudes
of society, The writer knows of one execu-
tive who was farced by his board of di-
rectors to purchase a more elegant home
lo “enterlain in a manner belilling his
position.”

Not only. the executive but the lives of
his wife and children are subject to close
scrutiny and eriticlsm. Hls conversation
and speech must reflect the policies of his
superiars. Rather difficult, would you not
say, 10 be the wife or child of such a per-
sonage, dutifully carrying out social func-
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tions in the evening and then to go calling
on the director's wife the next day with
books explalning the Bible, according to
the organization of an unpopular minority,
ag a Christian witness? How is such a man,
or his wife and children, to do as Christ
did and call on the homes of the people to
encourage them to accept the stlll un-
popular true Christianity? When such a
course brings pressure on the husinessman
or cxecutive, where 1s his first love? Wil
it be for God, ur for his position? If his
love ig for money it may bhe expressed In
his fear of offending moneyed interests.

5o holy is the esteem for money by those
who possess il that hwnen blood is cheap
by comparison. An article in Colier's
{January 10, 1953) entitled “The Secret
Weapon We Failed to Use” discloses that
the Secretary of the Treasury, with ap-
proval by Frankiin D. Roosevelt, refused
a plan 10 undermine Nazi currency with a
probable crippling effect on their war
machine during World War II, because he
feared reprisals that might have damaged
American currency. To a less degree def-
erence toward money is exhibiled by the
man paying awed respect to high-saiaried
business officials, who adroitly and flatter-
Ingly draw him Into their warm intimate
circle. Bul would their circle inciude him
long il he became a hurnble house-to-house
witness of Jehovah? “Everything in the
world—the desire of the flesh and the de-
sire of the eyes and the showy display of
one’s means aof life—does not originate
with the Father, but originates with the
world.”"—1 John 2:16, Now World Trons.

Love of money is disclnsed by spending
impressive sums to huy the flimsy smile
of trfth-spurners, or turn aside the re-
proach that would otherwise be heaped up-
on one for Christ’s sake. Love of money
may also be expresscd in scorn for those
who do not have it. It may mean contempl

15



for the family that does not send their
children to one of the socially prominent
colleges or does not give presents at
Christmas and other times to relatives and
associates of the world. Acts done for show
or display alone are condemned.

Governments well recognize also the
powerful attraction of superior economic
rank Officials who prate of the plight of
the people are always far removed from
the pinch of poverty, by enjoying expen-
sive incomes. The Communist party regime
is nothing but a graded bureaucracy, serv-
ing according to a type of capitalistic re-
gime they claim to abhor. The incentive
held out is merely the pleasure-purchasing
ruble. Communism, which gained its foot-
hold by promising elimination of moneyed
ranks and operating everything for the
people’s interests, is itself “an autocratic
state capitalism,” with slave worker and
plutocrat.

In this system the highly placed Soviet
officlal looks down the economic ladder
to the lowest rung, probably the lowest

income group on earth, to the Siberlan
slave-labor victims. Actually they are pald
a pittance for the manufacture of trinkets,
which the U.S.S.R. sells for naturally fabu-
lous profits. So little food is mixed with
their misery that frequent hair-pullings
occur in the women’s division, so escapees
report. The bone of contention is literal,
a single meaty piece in the pot to feed the
entjire mess, Knowing the living death in
such iniquitous holes, where want, cold
and cruelty dig endless graves, both the
big brass and the lesser Communist are
moved to please their masters in Europe’s
bigpest concentration camp.

Thus economic fears are used by both
corporations and countries to club their
servants into line. Love of money is grad-
uated to fit all social classes. Its use is
proper, but beware of its abuse to ensnare
us. To determine when our course may be
deviated from that proper way, let us
examine our conduct with the measure of
Christ, who, abeve all others, loved right-
eousness and hated iniquity.—Contributed.

ruiemal Hames and People

{. Animal names are often applied to people, quite often In a derogatory sense.
Jesus could have chosen no better name for the cunning, wicked Herod than “fox"!
(Luke 13:32) Curlously enough, an animal highly valued by man as a pet may not
fare so well'when its name is applied to man. For then the highly prized “dog”
becomes a mean, worthless person and the “cat” becomes a mean, spiteful woman.
Why, some animal names just never incite favorable reactlon. Take, for example,
the bat. It seems to be used invariably in the derogatory sense, often imputing the

quality of clumsiness or blindness. And the height of its unsavory use comes when
the bat is assoclated with supposed flaws in a person’s mentality,

€. Other animals whose names carry unpleasant connotatlons are the vulture and
the wolf, both carrying the thought of cruelty and greediness. Anyone who acts
like a pig earns for himself the discrediting name. Animal names abpund in similes
where they impute a variety of qualities: the peacock, vanity; the loon, stupidity;
the dodo, extinction; the mule, stubbornness; the whale, bigness; the owl, wisdom;
the lamb, gentleness; the ox, girength; the horse, capacity for work, and the lion,
‘bravery. There is no hard and fast rule to follow when using animal names in
similes or in direct appllcation. Commeon sense must be the guide when dictionaries
do not enlighten. A woman is sometimes called, as a term of endearment, a “kitten,”
but “cat” would never do! If you must use animal names use them right, so that
you can make someone happy as a lark and not as mad as a bul].

16 AWAERE!



By “Awoksl" correspondent in Grave

S“‘UNDAY. August 9, 1933, will long be
» ! remembered by Lhose of the Greek
islanda of the Ionian Sea. That day entire
towne and villages were reduced to a heap
of rubble, What took men thousands of
years to build, an earthquake leveled in but
a few seconds. The jstand of Ithaca, birth-
place of Ulysses, lay crumbled. Cepha-
lenia’'s towns and villages were reduced
to heaps of dust. Zante was swept with
flames, leaving only ashes behind.

One observer describes the tragedy in
these words: ‘First there was a terrible
rattling, a throwing down of furniture and
men. The whole earth felt as if it were on
a rough sea belng tossed about by its angry
waves. Then with a surprising suddenness
the shaking stopped. The faces of both old
and young were filled with fear. The first
phase had passed, but a more dreadful one
was about to take place. Unexpectedly and
unbelievably, the earith gave three sudden,
horrible, vertical leaps that threw down
people and bulldings in a lapse of unde-
scribable horror. The third shock, which
quickly followed, literally lowered all edi-
flces in a deafening roar. For some time no
one could breathe. The air was dark—a
solid cloud of dust. We felt that all had
ended, both world and life.’ Shock turned
to panic, It was each man for himsell,
A wild scramble for safety and life began.
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Only the stronger remained to colf:
ly observe what had taken place.
It was tragic.

The most beautiful ialand of
Zante exlgtg no more. Nothing was
left standing. Of its forty-elght vil-
lagea, the snle building saved was
that of the National Bank, along
with one or two more earthquake-
proof structurea. Edificos, lordly
palaces and picture galleries, llbra-
ries and theaters, magnificent
Church structurcs and humble
dwellings, all, withoul exception, were de-
molished. What the earthquake did not
totally destroy, the fires that followed did.
The islands of Ithacu und Cephalonia suf-
fered a similar disaster,

The loss in life and property was great.
At least a thousand perished in the quake
and about four thousand were Injured, with
approximately a hundred and twenty thou.
sand inhobitants left without shelter. The
[reakish manner ln which the quukes came
wad the cause for the heavy toll in lives..
After the first shoek, which eame on Sun-
day, August 9, 1953, aboul 5:30 am., a
calm settled over the izlands. The inhabi-
tants regained courage and came hack Into
their dwellings, thinking that lhe worst
had passed. At 9:30 p.m. Monday a new
shock caught most of the people completely
unawares. This guake was stronger and
more devastating than the first. In o few
seconds hundreds lay dead and the
wounded were multiplied into the thou-
sands. Strong buildings crumbled, burying
those who sought refuge in them, Other
tremors followed, sowing panic and frenzy
among the inhabitants. Scenes of death
and destruction were everywhere, Sounds
of agony pierced the night from the
wounded and dying. The sight of mangled
and half-buried bodies left one weak and
helpless. Some who sucreeded in escaping
seriouR injury from falling debris fell into
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the sea in panic. Motherg and fathers could
be seen swimming with their little chil-
dren in their bosoms toward vessels that
were coming inta the harbors for rescue
operations. Mountainous waves caused by
the seismic quakes swallowed many of
these.

Others rushed madly toward safer
points, leaving behind all their possessions.
At nightfall the picture was tragic. Every-
thing was plunged into pitch blackness.
The electric lighting network had been de-
stroyed. Horror and despair were written
in the faces of both old and young. These,
without bread or water, without light or
covering, crouched together in boats, in
olive groves or gardens, in meadows, any
place that promised a shadow of protec-
tion.

In the village Livathu almost immediate-
ly after an 11 a.m. shock the atmosphere
became dark and a dense cloud of dust
covered everything. Church buildings fell
down with a deafening noise. Tombs and
graveyards were split open and exposed
their dead. At noonday the whole earth
appeared to be buried in darkness.

Particularly tragic during the first days
of the earthquakes was the position of the
villagers, Greater damage to homes oc-
curred in villages. Rockslides and land-
slides cut off the water supply. The inhab-
itants fled to the mountains. There, at
prominent points, they signaled for help
by using long wooden poles with a white
cloth tied to the tip. Around these poles
the humble folk would gather and mourn
for the desd, and pray for mercy and
rescue,

Help and Solidarily

News of the earthquake became known
to the world almost immediately. Com-
muniqués from the Athens Observatory
rang out for help. Messages such as “City
of Zante ceased to exist,” ‘“The population
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being isolated is in despair,” ‘‘Earth-shake
destroyed islands of Zante, Cephalonia,
Ithaca,” “Send ships take rescued inhab-
itants,” were wired to nations and ships
at sea. Full-speed ahead, whole fleets re-
sponded,

International news agencies carried sim-
ilar messages and appeals to the four
quarters of the world. Action was imme-
diate and gratifying. The Greek govern-
ment’s care was quick and generous. It
ordered all merchant ships to be com-
mmandeered for carrying victuals, drinking
water, tents, clothing, bedcovers, etc., to
the suffering islands’ inhabitants. The
country’s entire machinery was set in mo-
tion to cope with the emergency. The
Greek people responded by making collec-
tions of money, clothing, medicaments, and
dispatching medicine, doctors and nurses
with all equipment and supplies. Various
Red Cross apencies were alerted. The King
and queen of Greece ordered that all chil-
dren, ages 6 to 14 years, be sent to chil-
dren’s encampments, and thus 2,439 youths
were promptly rescued from the scenes
of sorrow and despair,

Many nations expressed sympathy
through their embassies and asked how
they could best help. Four ships of Israel
were the first to reach the disaster area.
These transmitted appeals. In reply came
six British warships, five American war-
ships, two Italian and the steel colossus
“Franklin Roosevelt.” The United States
government ordered the Sixth U, 8. Fleet
to discontinue its maneuvers and hold it-
self at the disposal of the stricken people,
rendering immediate assistance by all
means available. The British Mediterra-
nean Fleet rushed there with supplies. The
sight of these ships alone was a source of
comfort through the difficult dark days.
These “battlewagons’ used their kitchens,
baking-ovens, stretchers, medicines and
the services of their physicians, nurses and
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sailorg, Many sailors risked thelr Hves in
couragemis and imtiring service. Helicop-
ters and airplanes arriving from Africa
and Western Europe dropped supplies to
those who were isolated in the mowmtain-
sides and gardens.,

The first-aid hours had passed. The
foreign-fag warships moved out of port.
The wounds were dressed, The dead were
buried. Now was the tremendous problem
of rebuilding. The government under the
chairmanship of the Minister of Co-
ordinetion laid the foundations of the is-
lands’ recovery program, aiming at re-
storing the stricken tferritories to-their
normal condition and economic life.

What Caused It?

Beyond these problems were those that
concerned scientists, They desired to
fathom the causes of the quakes, paiticu-
larly those that brought about sudden
disaster, There were scientists that at-
tributed the quakes in general to the con-
stant development of the earth, because
of 1t8 not having assumed ag vet its defl-
nite form. Others ascribed the Ionian
shocks to the earthquake zone commencing
at African Moroceo and passing through
Lnwer Ttaly, Sicily, the Ionian Islands,
Peloponnesus, and the Aegean Sea and
ending at the seashores of Asia Minor,
where minor tremors are the “order of
the day" every vear,

Priesis and clergy, on the other hand,
charged the quakes to the wrath of Gad.
According to them, God was punishing
and correcting the wicked for Lheir many
sins. Many have challenged this religions
view by asking, If Almighty God is all-
wise, and the all.powerful God, and his
purpose i3 to chasten sinners, why destroy
the churches? Are they wicked? Why de-
stroy the patron sainis? The images? The
property of priests and nuns? What about
babes and innocent children, why were
these made to suffer? Why were the ani-
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mals ot spared? Why were not the
prayers of the righteous heard? Or will
the clergy say that there were none pleas-
ing to God, not even one among their lot,
whose prayer God wouid hear? The reil-
gious “saints” who were supposed to Eave-
were no saviors. They were reduced to
dust. Destrniction rained upon all without
distlnction or partiality. No one was
exempt. Church idols, iinages, crucifixes,
statues, prayer beads and prayers proved
worthless. Those who trusted in them
were Jeft disappointed.

It is foolishness (o charge a loving God
with these calamities. By so doing they
defame and blaspheme his worthy name
and purpose. His Word reveals that he
never destroys without first warning both
rightcous and wicked. (Ezeklel 3:17-31;
33:1-20) Amnd when he destroys, he pre-
serves the righteour and annihilates those
who refuse to listen to his wise counsel

Confusion an this matter reigns because
people lack a knowledge of God's Word,
the Bible. The world-wide abnormal events,
including “carthquakes in one place after
another,” are a part of Lhe gign that Jesus
foretold would mark the end of thils
present system of things and the beginning
of 2 new arrangement for the Llessing of
mankind, the kingdom of Almighty God.
That is why, even though Christlan wit-
nesses of Jehovah God do suffer losses 1n
these calamities, they do not charge God’
with Lthem, nor do they mourn as do other
people, because their heart and hope are
set on the mew world, where none will
“hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountaln,

‘'saith Jehovah.” And that goes for earth-

quakes too. (Matthew 24:7, New World
Trans.; Isaiah 65:25, Am. Stan. Ver.) Dur-
ing these trying times ane can fully appre-
ciate the words of the wisc man, recorded
at Proverhs 18:10 (Am, Slan. Ver.}: “The
name of Jehovah is a strong tower; the
righteous runneth into it, and Is safe.”
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HESE are uncertain times

" even for the paradise
islands of Fiji. On Septemn-
ber 14, 1953, things were
calm gnd peaceful. At 12:28
pan. the peaple of the capital
city, Suva, and other large
‘towns and native villages
were thrown into bewiider-
ment and terror. Unexpected-
ly and devastatingly, out of
the beautiful blue tranquillity an earthquake
siTuck!

The Arst and main guake lasted only thirty
seconds, but its destructive fury was tremen-
dous. The violent movement and frightening
roar that accompanied if sent thousands of
people running into the streets. In Suva the
seismograph was disabled. Water mains broke
in hundreds of places. Landslides covered
highways. Concrete sidewalks and roads were
buckled and left with long gaping openings.

A few minutes later a new fear swept the
iglands. A large tidal wave could be seen break-
ing over the reef at the harbor’'s entrance and
racing toward the city of Suva and along
the coastline. The giant ten-foot wave seni
clouds of spray over the reef, and the sight
of it rushing inland sent people shouting and
running for higher ground.

Reaching the
shore the tidal
wave battered
inter-island boats
at bherth, swept
over the gsea wall
and washed
through the ra-
dio station and
cable office, on
across a main
thoroughfare,

Laft:

By “‘Awake!” correspondent in Australic

into shops, through the school
and into the botanical gar-
dens. It left in its wake Tub-
ble, siit, boulders and fish.
The native village of Naka-
salaka was struck by iwo
waves, the second one build-
ing up to Aiteen feet. It car-
ried away all but three houses.

Following the main quake,
tremors continued at the rate
of four or five an hour and these added to
the tension and strain of the people and land.
The first night many slept out of doors, fear-
ing a recurrence of the midday shock., Tremors
continued at regular intervals for a few days
and then lessened in degree and regularity.
Within a week it was “business as usual" for
most shops. Dr. W. Skiba, the Fiji government’s
senior geologist, attributed the quake to a fault
displacement about ten miles underground. It
was a vertical type and thug the actual dis-
placement would move only a few feet. The in-
tensity of the quake was reported to be about
five or six. A quake recording ten means dev-
astation.

The time of the earthquake, however, had
some fortunate aspects. The tide was out and
not in. Schoolboys had just returned from fish-
ing in the area of the reef. Factory workers
were out to lunch. Even at thgt, the estlmated
damage amounts to about £50,000, The greatest
joss came to the families of the village of
Nakasalaka, who lost about everything.

However, things are almost hack to pre-
earthquake normality, Apprehension  for the
future remains. Those placing their trust in
Jehovah God continue confident in his almighty
power. They rely on his promige: ‘“The heavens
and the earth shall shake: but Jehovah wiil be
a refuge unto his people.’’—Jog] 3:16, Am. Stan.

" Ver.

Earthquake street damage at Suva, Fiji, September 14

Below: Actual photegraph of tidal wave entering Suva harbor
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practice of hathing in

both hot and cold water, al-
though perhaps not at first e
garded as a neceasity of life,
reaches back into remote antiquity, Repro-

ductions of crude paintings in the British .

muscum show that men of a very early
period ran waler through a chain of hollow
logs from a spring into their dwellings for
use, Moan's first shower bath, no doubt,
was made from a hollow log thatl pro-
truded out of a stream, allowing water to
pags through it and fall, In which falls
man bathed.

Archaeologists have discovered, ta their
amazement, that the citics of Mesopotamia
were equipped with an ingenious sysiem ol
running water. Recently two terra-coita
bathtubs, estimated to be abott 3,500 years
old, were found in the palace of Mari. Some
rooms in Lhe palace were equlpped with
two bathtubs, one for hot and the other
for cold water. “The bathtubs were usually
emptied into the floor drains by means of
a long-handled dipper kept in a convenient
niche in the wall nearby, but a few were
equipped with outlets. The drains led some-
times as much as 40 feet below the floor.
The King's bathroom had an armcheair
where he could relak while having his
mussage, There were also tollets provided
of a simple type still In use In orlenta
lands.”—The Biblical Archaeviogist, Feb-
ruary 1948,

In Egypt bathing was consldered a reli-
gious rite. Man, it was thourht, should
present himself clean in body as well ag
soll when he engaged in the sérvice of
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hls god. Jewlsh women bathed in sireems
and houses, and almost every courtyard
contained a bath. In the days of Hezekiah
bathhouses were of exquisile beauly, free
for public use. The Bible also mentiona the
“pools” of Siloem and Bethzatha.

In addition to regular bathing, the Jews
also had thermal baths, renowned for the
curalive virlues they webe believed to pos-
sess. Josephus mentions the warm baths

at Emmaus, famous ‘for the recuvery of
the health of the body.’ He also glves ua
a graphic account of the last illncss of
Herwd, and relates that physicians pre-
scribed that he bathe in "warm baths that
were .at Callirthol’.” Physiclans also rec-
ommended that he bathe his “whole body
In warm oil, by letting it down Into a large
vesse] full of ofl.”

But the most anclent het-alr and ther-
mal baths of any authentlc description
have come down to us through the Greeks.
Bathing occupied an important place In
their life. Vase paintings show ‘that the
Greeks had a unique system of showers.
They are credited with converting thermal
springs into capacious baths. Bath disease
arnd healing were charged to the gods.
Hence all Greek thermal springa were
dedicated to some fabulous god, principally
to Hercules as the god of strength. Temples
were erected beslde or enclosing the
springs, for the performance of the rltes
and ceremonies of worship. Bathtubs were
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not occupied by bathers, but served only
as receptacles for the water, which an
attendant applied to the bather. The tub
resembled a large punch -bowl of polished
marble. For a healthy man to bathe in
warm water was considered effeminate and
was not indulged in.

The Athenians originated the public
baths as we understand them. They took
the initiative and made the bath an adjunct
to their Gymnasia. Necessity provided this
arrangement, because the Greeks had a
custom of ancinting their bodies with oil
and rubbing them over with sand prior
to their athletic contests. The bath soon
becarne attached to all gymnasiums
throughout Greece. Vitruvius describes a
gymnasium at Athens that actually con-
sisted of a great number of buildings united
in one vast enclosure, in which there were
“lecture-rooms for teachers of philosophy,
rhetoric, and other branches of learning,
while those skilled in athletic games and
dancing had space set apart for their exer-
cises. Those who contended for wrestling
prizes had their bodies ancinted with oil,
and then sprinkled over with dust, se that
the bath was necessary for cleanliness,
though it was valued highly as a means
of preserving health.” In all essential re-
spects the hot-air bath of the Greeks was
siinilar to that now popularly known as
the “Turkish bath.”

Luxurious Roman Baths

The Romans, who appropriated from the
Greeks in arts, customs, and superstitions,
in like manner consecrated their thermal
springs to some favorite deity, and their
priest-physicians introduced a ritual to be
observed in making use of the waters. When
any cure or relief was eflected the ighorant
were easily persuaded that such allevia-
tions were entirely owing to the particular
god under whose protection the waters had
been placed by the solermin rites of con-
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secration. The bath was glorified into in-
describable architectural magnificence that
sti]l wins the admiration of modern archi-
tects. They were looked upon as religious
temples.

The wealthy had them in their homes,
and sometimes several rooms in a house
would be devoted to bathing purposes, for
cold, warm, and hot baths. And there would
be rooms for games and exercises during
the bath. The plumbing fixtures were made
of solid silver and sometimes of gold. Bath-
tubs were of marble and other expensive
building stone, and were decorated by em-
bellishments on their sides. Seats were
made of solid silver and precious stones
would line the floors, But the custom was
not entirely monopolized by the rich, The
poor came in for some of this Iuxury when
public baths were organized.

These public bathing places increased
with the growing wealth and luxury of
the city, until in the reign of Tiberius
there were nearly 900 public and private
baths in Rome alone. No home was con-
sidered properly furnished without being
provided with suitable bathing apartments.
“Emperors vied with each other in seeing
who could put up the largest and most
elaborate establishment. As a result, enor-
mous buildings were erected, and these
contained not only the bathing apartments,
but gymnasiums, libraries and even the-
aters. For those who did not care for these
there were shaded porticos for walks, as
well as galleries and conversation rooms
in which philosophers would hold forth
and authors would recite their works. The
baths came to be community and cultural
centers, a tradition preserved in the health
spas of today.”

In reality these-‘*baths” were bathing
colonies. One actually covered a square
mile and accommodated 3,200 bathers at
one time. Diocletian is said to have built
the largest and most beautiful of these.
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According to Dunlap one of these baths
was adaptable to accommodating 18,000
hathers at once! He further states that
these baths ““occupied portions of the Vim-
inal and Quirinal Hills, and extensive frag-
ments of the original buildings yet remain.
Aocording to Eusebius, they were com-
pleted A.D. 302, and were built principally
by the enforeed labor of Christians, during
the tenth and last persecution. It is re-
lated that 10,000. Christian soldiers were
condemned to work in their construction
during a period of seven years until they
were completed, and then those who sur-
vived and remained faithful to their reli-
gious profession were barbarously put to
death.” Seneca wrote of their fabulous dec-
orations, saying: “We are come to that
pitch of luxury that we disdain to tread
upon anything but precious stones.” Cam-
eron could describe these baths only with
superlatives: ‘Nothing could surpass the
boldness and richness of the basreliefs,
. . . The rarest marbles, precious vases,
unigque bronzes, the most elegant columns,
and the richest conception of sculptural
genius, with the gildings and pictorial em-
bellishments of the first artists, all cen-
tributed to decorate the interiors of these
palatial structures.’

Rathing Frocess

Their bathing process is described by
Encyclopedia Brifannica as follows: “The
bather undressed and left his clothes in
the apodyterium. He then was anointed
with oil in the alipterium or wnctugrium
and, thus anoinied, went to the rpom or
court where he could indulge in violent ex-
ercise. After this he proceeded to the
calidarium or hot room and the sudalorium
or laconicum, a steam room. It was proba-
bly at this point that the body was scraped
of its accumulation of oil and perspiration
with curved metal strigifes. The bather
then went to the warm room, or tepidarium,

DECEMBER 22, 1953

and then into the cold bath, or frigidarium,
in which there was frequently a swimming
pool. This completed the process.” At tlmes
women and men were admitted to baths
at different hours and at times mixed and
promiscuous bathing was permitted. For -
s0me reason a woman ‘“who took a bath
at night was considered immoral. Men of
leisure bathed as often as six to eight times
a day.” Bathing was at first “prized for
its virtues as a means of preserving health;
it subsequently was perverted and came to

be more valued as a means for ministering

1o a sensual and enervating woluptuous-
ness.”” With the fall of the Roman empire
came also the fall of the bath. And as ironic
as it might seem, the bath entered its dark-
est age during the so-called “age of en-
lightenment,” the seventeenth and eight-
eenth centuries, and it was not until the
twentieth century that it was rescued from
the abyss inyo which it had descended.

Contemporaneous with the industrial
revolution, a new feeling for personal
cleanliness quickly opened up a way for
plumbing to enter the home. A bathroom
in each residence was a growing custom.
Swimming pools with showers, steam, mas-
sage, and rest rooms were built, Medicinal
springs became popular onice more. Hotels,
clubs and steamships installéd swimming
pools.

In the Iar Enst, where bathing has never
Jost its appeal, it is still carried on as a
social ritual. Whole families gather into
a single wooden tub and bathe. In the
more luxurious houses and hotels, the
system is largely the same, with perhaps
the tub being inside and the bather being
given a massage. In all Japanese baths,
public and private, there is no atiempt to
achieve privacy.

Whether it is for relaxation and stimu-
lation or for the purpose of getting clean,
bathing is one of the most refreshing habits
one carn enjoy.
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- ASSEMBLY PUBLICITY EXPA_

HE New World Society assemblies of Je-

hovah’s witnesses In Yankee Stadium and
in other parts of the world have brought much
publicity to the Kingdom message,

€ In Forest Grove, Oregon, radio station

KFGR {now KRWC} had not seen fit to carry

the Watchtower’s public service program, but
the convention’s scope and publicity so stirred
that station’s inmterest that it breadcast as a
free public gervice a tape recording of “After
Armageddon—-God’'s New World,” the conven-
tion’s main public leciure. Locally-printed
handbilis, copying the ones used in New York,
announced this lecture. Listener response was
50 good that time was given at 2 p.m. on a
Sunday for another convention talk, “Rearing
Children in the New World Society.”

@ When a New York representative of the
Swies Radio was contacted, a tape recording
was made telling of the convention. This was
sent to Basel, Switzerland, and broadecast
the Friday after the assembly, to the delight
of many Swiss listeners who had been unable
to attend.

€ The assembly stirred many lacal papers
to Investigate Jehovah's witnesses. The writer
of “Pulpit to Pew"” in the Syracuse, New York,
Post-Btandard said, August 24: “It's worth
golng to one of their meetings, if only fo see
the type of young people attending, They are
the up-and-coming sort, ready to stand and
give an intelligent account of themselves at
a moment’s notice,” A mechanic “gquoted more
Seripture to me than all the ministers I have
met through my 25 years in Syracuse. . . .
They dre out to win by love. Every qualified
member is a lay minister, with the obligations
of a dlsciple; and there are more than half a
million of them. Their latest convention in the
heart of Africa had 18,000 in attendance. One
thing I like about them-—they have enough
vitality to write their own hymns. I always
fee] sorry for a religious movement that
hasn’'t enough creative force to make its own
songs.”’

@ The Alabama Bapiist came up with this

comment, August 6: “This group has radical
views on the Bible; hawever, one cannot help
but admire their intense sincerity, ., . Al-
though their enthusiasm often gets them in
trouble with the laws of the state, they do set
forth an example of faithfulness in all parts

.
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of the world. . . . We give this information
here mainly because of their zeal in preaching
the Gospel as they see it, even behind the
iron curtain. We have oaur largest group of
modern martyrs among this group of wit-
nesses.”

U Readers of one London paper alone, the
Reynolds News, saw four pages on the later
gatherings at London's Mitcham Stadium, at
Laicester, at Glasgow, and at Manchester. It
said, “Old and  young, rich and paor--all
listened to the inspiring discourses and sang
and prayed together.” “It was a model of
arderliness, thanks {o the voluntary workers,”
“Once more the organizers of .these giani
meetings must feel that their claim to be
‘The fastest growing religion on earth’ is
fully warranted.”

€. The entire front page of the INustrated
Leicester Chronicle, Aupust 29, was devated
to “Who Are the Jehovah’'s Witnesses?” It
reporied on practices, beliefs and activity.
It also carried “The Rev.' J. R. Colling’ ex-
planation of “Why I Cannot Share Their
Beliefs,” The reasons: “Jehovah's Witnesses
accept the teachings of the Qld Testament

iiterally . . . they may be deseribed as non-
conformists . . . their doctrine advocates pac-
ifism . . . their prediction of the end of the
world . . . is purely a matter of conjecture.”

Of course, Jehovah's witnesses are not paci-
fists, and there is ho better example of ac-
cepting the “0Qld Testament,” of not conform-
ing to false tradition, and of telling of the
end of the world than was Christ himself—the
one Jehovah’s withesses are glad to follow!

G The assembly at Gothenburg, Sweden,
August 27-30, was heralded by twenty-three
news items in five different papers. The
Netherlands’ radio network carried a very
good newscast on that land’s convention,
where 130000 met, and the press was co-
operative ' and fair. Germany’s Neue [Iilus-
trierte commented on the fact that the Niirn-
berg assembly was held in the stadium Hitler
had built in unbelief, and it said: “The history
of the world is not without irony. From all
parts of the world streamed persons to the
arena at NUrnberg for a convention of the
once ‘Nazi-persecuted’ witnesses of Jehovah.”

¢ The assemblies continue, the publicity ex-
pands, the number of gospel-preachers grows'
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The Hope of the New World

HAT God’s Word has to say aboul

the new world iz pood news to all
lovers of righteousness. It 1s just what we
should expect in view of Jehovah's un-
limited power, his perfect justice, wisdom
and love, It will Indeed be ‘a new heavens
and a new earth in which rightecusness
will dwell’—2 Peter 3: 13.

First of all, the Bible assures us that
in {30d’s new world all men will be united
In the one truc worship, for then the knowl-
edge of Jehovah will cover the earth as
the waters cover the sea. Then Jehovah
will teach even those people not in his
“new covenant” his ways of righteousness
and it will not be necessary for one to say
io his netghbor, “Know Jehovah,” for all
will know him from the leasi even to the
greatest.—Isaiah 11:9; Jeremiah 31:44,
Am. Stan, Ver.

In that new world the people will not
complain about being sick, for Jehovah
will bring a phyzical realization of the
spirifual promise: “Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue
of the dumb sing.” Then gradually there
will be no more sorrowing, weeping and
pain, not even any more death; for Christ
will reien untll he has put all chemies un-
der his feet, the last enemy to be destroyed
being death—~Isaiah 35:5, 6, Am. Sten.
Ver.; Revelation 21:4.

For- Jehoval’s witnesses it is already
true that they ‘“shall beat their swords
into plowshsares, and their spears into
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pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up
sword agalnst nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.” Of that peace there
will be no end.—Isniah 2:4; 9:7, Am. Btan,
Ver,

Even the Jower animals will be at peace
with one another and with man: “Then
the wolf will lodge with the lamb, and the
leopard will lie down with the kid; the
calf and the young lion will graze fogether,
and a litle child will lead them. . . . the
livn will eal straw like the ox. They will
do no harm or destruction.’—Isaiah 11:8,
7. 9, An Amor. Trans.

Nature itself will be affccted: “The des-
ert shall rejeice, and blossom &as the rose”;
fruit trees will take the place of thorns,
Thus will be realized the purpose for which
Jehovah placed man in the paradise of
Eden jn the first place; for at that time
he commanded man to fill the earth and
subdue it and make al] of it like that para-
dise.—Genesis 1:22-28:; 2:8, 15; Isalah

_35:1.

Then men will not oppress each other,
for “they shalil build houses, and inhabit
them; and they shall plart vincyards, and
eat the frult of them. They shall not build,
and another inhabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat: for as the days of a tree
shall be the days of my people, and my
chosen ones shall long enjoy the work of
their hands” Then mothers will bring
forth children, not for trouble, to sicken
and die or to he killed in battle, but to
life.—Isajah 65:21-23, Am. Sten. Ver.
Jehovah God loved this new world 50
much that he gave hls only-begotten Son
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as a sacrifice to take away its =in. Because
of Jesus’ faithfulness God raised him from
the grave and gave him all power in heaven
and earth so that he could carry out God's
purposes regarding the earth and man.
—John 3:;16; Matthew 28:18,

Jehovah created the earth, not in vain,
but to be inhabited, and none of his pur-
poses will fail. The earth is his footstool
and he will make it glorious. It ‘will abide
forever.! {Ecclesiastes 1:4; Isaiah 45:18)
In view of all the foregoing plain state-
ments of Scripture we can rest assured
that such expressions that speak of the
world’s end or the destruction of the earth
are figures of speech. {See 2 Peter 3:5-13.)
But that all the promises regarding bless-
ings for mankind upon earth are to be
taken literally is clear from the prayer that
Jesus taught his disciples: “Let your king-
dom come, Let your will come to pass, as
in heaven, ailso upon earth.”-—Matthew
6:10, New World Trans.

But does not the Bible tell of Christians’
going to heaven? someone may ask. True,
a certain number will and that for a cer-
tain purpose, That certain number Reve-
lation 7 and 14 limit to merely 144,000.
And for what purpose? To rule as the
consort or bride with Christ as part of the
seed of Abraham for the blessing of all the
famnilies of the earth.—Genesis 22:17, 18;
Galatians 3:16, 29.

They are the Christian congregation of
holy ones, the Kingdom company. Said Je-
sus to the first of these: “I make a cove-
nant with you, just as my Father has made
a covenant with me, for a kingdom, that
you Imay eat and drink at my table in my

-klngdom, and sit on thrones to judge the
twelve tribes of Israel.” (Luke 22:29, 30,
New World Trans.) That others will share
in this judging work and that not only
the twelve tribes of Israel but all the
world is to be judged by them Paul makes
clear at 1 Corinthians 6:2, saying, “Do
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you not know that the holy ones will judge
the world ?"—New World Trans.
When will these blessings come to man-

kind? God's Word shows they will come to

this present generation. According to Mat-
thew 24, the generation that sees the
proofs of Christ’s second presence, namely,
world wars, famine, pestilence, earth-
quakes, increase of lawlessness, persecu-
tion of Christians—all of which have come
in concentrated doses since 1914—will see
the end of this old world. This is further
supported by Paul's prophecy concerning
the conditions in the last days; days that
would be critical, hard to deal with be-
cause men would be selflsh, haughty, blas-
phemers, fierce, proud, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God.—2 Timothy 3:1-
9, New World Trans.

Nor are these blessings merely for those
now living on the earth, but eventually they
will be extended to all those who have died
and have been retained in the memory of
God: Do not marvel at this, because the
hour is coming in which all those in the
memorial tombs will hear [Christ’s] voice
and come out.”—John 5:28, 29, New World
Trans.; Proverbs 10:;7.

Would you like to assure yourself the
blessings of the new world? Then you must
now seek Jehovah, righteousness and meek-
ness, that you may be hid in the day of
his anger when he makes an end to this
old world, the old system of things, to
make room for the new world or new
system of things. That day of his anger
is termed the battle of Armageddon.
—Zephaniah 2:1-3; Revelation 16:14, 16.

That men of good will, lovers of right-
eoushess, may avail themselves of the hope
of the new world, Jehovah’'s witnesses,
some half million strong, are preaching in
143 lands and in more than 100 languages
—another proof that we are in Christ's
second presence.—Matthew 24:3, 14, New
World Trans.
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ﬁt@ine an @d{gm{w Snum?

¢TI0 NOT drink water any longer, but
use a little wine for the sake of your
stomach *and your frequent cases of sick-
ness.” (1 Timothy 5:23, New World Trans.)
That there may be true scientific basis for
Paul’s advice to his voung friend Timothy
appears from the following report from
Science News Letter, August 29, 1953:
“The steady tippling of marauding
armies in the Mediterranean basin from
Caesar to Napoleon has led a pharmacy
student of the University of California
to the discovery that wine may be a source
of germ-killing antibiotics. . . . The stu-
dent, John Gardner, . . . got his idea from
several sources. He knew the people in
the Mediterranean and Near East had al-
ways had a high rate of intestinal infection
—typhoid, paratyphoid, dysentery, ete.
While in the navy, serving in the area in
World War 1I, he witnessed the high in-
cidence of such infections among U. 5.
service personnel in spite of modern health
measures. A keen student of military his-
tory, he observed that Roman armies
seemed to have been well protected against
such diseases. Their relative handfuls,

¢
¢
¢

® Who is currently the most striking exam-
ple of woman’s success in politics? P. 3, T3.
® On what day of the year the most murders
are committed? P. 5, 4.

® Why Hindus, Shintoists, Jews and other
non-Christians celebrate Christmas? P. §, T5.
® Why the ancient Greek supreme court had
over 4 thousand members? P, %, j2.

® What Plato proposed as a replacement for
government by the people? P. 9, f7.

® How mountain goats are equipped to ciimb
on snow, ice or bare rock? P, 12, T1.

@ Whether the love of money traps only ihe
very wealthy? P, 14, T1.
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policing hostile lands full of people lvaded
with intestinal infections, could not have
stood heavy casualties from such diseases.
Mr. Gardner also noted that Roman sol-
diers drank wine under military orders.
In one case the native wine of an area to
be invaded was brought to Rome to condi-
tion invasion troops. These things sug-
gested to Mr. Gardner that wine might
contain antibacterial substances that wauld
protect against intestinal infections. He
put the idea to the test in his research,
and came up with an agent that inhibits
four representative species of bacteria. . . .
The inhibition is weak in comparison to
penicillin. But the substance is still crude,
and may gain strength with purification.
The inhibition is in the test tube, and not
yet in animals.”

While it is yet too early to say just what
antibiotics will be found in wine and
whether or not they are in sufficient
strength to have accounted for the Ro-
man’s apparent immunity- from intestinal
infection, these findings certainly are of in-
terest, in view of Paul’s advice to Timothy.

d DO YOU KNOW? Yitwss

® Why both the high-priced servant of
money and his family find it diflicelt to be
true Christianst P, 15, 2.

® What the piiests sajd caused recent Greek
earthquakes? P. 19, 3.

® Where 10,000 Christians were reportedly
condemned 1o work for seven years an a
bathhouse, then were killed? P. 22, 75,

® Why a British clergyman counld not share
Jehovah's witnesses’ beliefs? P. 24, {7,

® Why we can be sure that the scriptures
that tell of the deastruction of the earth are
only figures of speecht? P, 26, T1,

® What has been recently discovered sup-
poriing Paul's suggestion: “Use a little wine
for the sake of your stomach”™? P, 27, 2.
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Rlota over Trieste

& The powder keg that could
blow up Western Europe still
had & lighted fuse. After seven
years’ effort Big Two authori-
tieg thought they had reached
a declsion that would snuff out
the fuse. They announced their
withdrawal from Zone A and
the turning of it over to the
Itallans. The result was no
gnuffed-out fuse but one that
burned with greater Intensity.
Marshal Tito threatened to
march into Zone A if the Big
Two gave it to Italy; so the
Anglo-American forces re-
mained. This delay inflamed
gamme of the 290,000 Itallans in
the clty of Trleste to heated
anger. Riots raged for three
days. Almost 10,000 persons,
mostly youths, charged .into
the square. Sharp gunfire
erupted. Six rloters lay dead,
three of them teen-age boys.
Demonstratlons then spread
to dozens of citles in Italy, In-
cluding Rome (11/7). Some
cars with British plates were
overturned and burned. Iso-
lated persons speaking English
were attacked. After the riots
subsided Marshal Tito stated
{11/15) that he would not go
to war for the port city of
" Trieste itself, that he aban-
daned Yugoslavia's claim onh
the city but that he would not
relinquish his claim on the re-
mainder of occupled Zone A.
Emphasizing that he would
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compromise no further, Tito
declared: “I wam the Allles
and the whole world to stop
making such decisions [to
hand Zone A to Italy], for this
would unconditionally lead to
confliet.”

New Presldent for Philippines
& The issue in the Philippine
c¢lections was one common
these days—corruption in gov-
ermment. When the voters
went to the polls (11/10), the
candldates were President El-
pidio Quirino, running for re-
election on the Liberal Party
ticket, and Nationalist-Demo-
cratic candidate Ramon Mag:
saysay. Since Filipinos are
very passionate about politics,
the electlon resulted in sporadic
killings, scattered outbreaks of
terrorism and attempts at
fraud. In spite of the violence
a record number of Filipinos
went to the polls and elected
by a landslide margin Ramon
Magsaysay. Mr. Magsaysay, a
newcomer to politics, won his
reputation as a guerrilla lead-
er during World War II, He
also gained fame as a result
of his successful campaign
against the Communist-led
Huks. He becomes the third
president of the Philippine re-
public.

Quirine Upbralds Church
& After the Philippine elec-
tions President Elpidio Qulrino

warned, in an obvious allusion
to the Roman Catholic Church,
against the participation of
the church In politics. He stat-
ed that he believed In separa-
tion of church and state. But
the president admitted that he
had endeavored to please the
Catholics by yielding to them
on the issue of religious in-
structlon in public schools. On
election eve President Quirino
openly charged that Catholic
priests were campaligning for
his opponent, Mr. Magsaysay.
Some priests, though, did
champlon Mr. Quirino, as did
the archbishop of Vigan. Re-
gardless of whose band wagon
the prieats were on, Mr. Quiri-
no declared (11/16) that if the
church contlnued to meddle in
politics, the people would “lose
their respect for the church.”
It should be mentioned that
Christlanity is not a matter of
gaining or losing prestige; It
is a matter of adhering to Bi-
ble principles. One of the prime
requirements for true religion,
worship that is clean and un-
deflled in the sight of Almighty
God, is *to keep oneself without
spot from the world."—James
1:27, New World Trans.

London’s Pitlleas Kliller

@& To most people smog is just
a blend of smoke and fog. To
Londoners smog 1s a low-down
killer. Last December the smog
that choked London was the
most disastrous in eighty
years. In four days about 4,000
deaths were caused by the
foggy killer, and In the months
following, deaths were 5,000
above normal. As the smog
season descended upon London
this year an estimated three
tons of soot and ash sifted
daily out of the sky over each
square mile of the city. To pre-
vent the terrible death toll of
last year doctors urged Lon-
doners to protect their lungs
with homemade masks of six
thicknesses of dampened sur-
gical gauze. This, they said,
would keep out most of the
soot and prevent passage of
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some of the chemleals injurl-
oug: (o the lungs, When the
Arst severe amog. of the season
hlacked out London (10/29)
townepeople Hocked to the
drugstores for “'smop masks."
Most London chemists sold out
their supply. When the gmop is
not =0 #evere, sentltlve men
are sometimes deterved from
wearing their smop masks by
the jests of the more robust
Londoners, who may ask:
“How's the operation pguing,
Doc?? Noncthelegs, to moet
Londoners it was a sgerlous
maitler, su serious the govern-
ment announced {(11/13} that
Britone with heart or lung
dizeage would get free smog
musks.

Fortugal: Dabbles ln Democracy
# In 1928 Antonlo Salazar wus
appolnted Portugal's minister
of finance. I1e soon beecame the
most powerful political figure
In the country. In 1932 he be-
rame prime minister and dic-
tator. Being oxtremely reli-
rious he restored much of the
power ol Lhe Ruman Cathaolic
Church. No' opposition to the
Salnzar dictatorship was coun-
tenanced froms any pwlilivel
pariy. This year something
new came to Portugel: its gov-
ernment began to dakkble in de-
moeracy. For one month a ban
on politlcal meetings was lifted
and criticlam of government
was allowed, An oppesltion po-
litical vommiltee was permit-
ted tn campaipn for the elec-
tiong held (11/8). Thus for the
first time In twenty.seveh years
volers hard a chanee to vote
against the government. But
they did not. In three cililes
where the opposition put up
randidates, the pgovernment
won hy a tremendous margin,
ihe opposition getting only
about one sixth of the vote.
After the campaign and after
lhe han on oppusiton polides
went back intu effect, the oppo-
sltlon hewspaper Republicn an-
nounced: “Sllence!  Silence!
Purtugal returma to her =ad
(ale”
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Iran: Mosapdegh on Trial

4 Dr. Mohammed Mossadegh,
T3yearold ex-premier of Iran,
has proved himsell to be a
wily politician. His crafty ways
are heipghtened by the weird
displeys of cmotion that he is
able 10 come up with, such as
fainling Ats, sobbing spellx
and vehement bursts of laugh-
ter. Mossadeph’s wiles falled
him In August when Maj. Gen,
Fazlollah Zahedi ousted him
from office. Living up to his
bizarre habits, Mossadegh went
10 prison in pink pajamas.
When he came up for trial the
aged politictan proved he was
stll wily. He maintained that
he wag still legal premier,
Thus he wasx able to shift the
court’'s attention from the
question of his gullt to that of
wheiher or not the court was
competent to try him. Gestur.
ing and joking, Mossadegh
talked for fourieen hours. He
slepl when the judge spoke. I1e
punctuated the trial prelimi-
narice with drall remarks such
as: “1 am quite busy and di.
verted from boredom.” That
thls weird and wity politiclan
still had frlends became ap
parent ({11/12) when pro
Mossadegh demonstrations
broeke out in Teheran. But
the demonstrations were sup-
pressed lefore the powerful
Teheran mobs could be
whipped up to full strength
and fury. Slnce the court mar.
Lial decided (11/15} that it was
commpetént to try Mossadegh,
he faced possible exlle or Lfe
in prison.

Anble’s "Desert Napolem

@ When T3-vear<ld King Ihn
Saud of Sawli Arahia died
(11/9), ane of the modern-day
world’s most absolute mon-
arch’s passcd [rom the scene.
King Saud won with the sword
an enormous kingdom. Some
thirty years of his career were
rpent in intertribal warfare,
during which time he gained
for hin kngdom the Islamic
cldes of Meding and Mecea.
So succexsful in conquest was

the king that he acquiraﬂ the
title “Desert Napoleon.” True,
hig kingdom was mosily desert.
But whai desert! Balow fis
harmen sanda huge oil povls
exigt, belicved to be the larg-
est oll deposits in lhe world. It
iz said that the King's yearly
profits from shrewd oil leases
amountcd ta $200,000,000, Thug
King Saud became one of the
wurld's wealthiest men. Ameng
his abundant posscsgiona ware
100 to 200 wives and about 140
children. He had three to four
wives at a time, divorcing
them frequently. Being a gtriet
follower of Mohammed, the
king's religion did not allow
him to use alcohol or nicotlne,
but it did allow him to divorce
wives and conguer kingdoma.
The Islamic kingdom con
quered by the “Desert Napo
lcon” hns now pagsed to his
son and helr, the 358-year-uld
Emir Saud. He becomes ruler
over a vast territory, where oil
deposits are fabulously rich,
where camels are §till the com-
mon means of trapsportation
and where slavery still pre
vallg,

Combo Bools Under Fire

& Americans have long de
bated the queston of whethe

or not comlc booky stimulat

juvenile delinguency. Many
authoritdes on child behavior
have bitterly denounced comle
books. Yet today U. 3. children
pore over 30,000,000 to 100,
000,000 comic booka a month.
This Nood of U, 8. comle bookn
hes spread o many parts of
the world One country, Brazil,
has taken a recent stand
against the vomichbook fopd.
Rrazilian authorities decided
that 1. S. comic books tend o
corrupt the morals of youth.
S50 a member of Brazil's Con-
gress introduced a bill to ban
them from the country.

Deadly Virus Photographed

& A disease found {n all parts
of the world but myre preva-
lent in temperate zonesg Is po-
liomyelitis. Ils presence was
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not recognized in the U.S. un-
ti] 1894, For years researchers
have been studylng the dis-
ease but had never been able
to actually see the virus. Thus
it was an ouistanding achieve-
ment when two teams of in.
vestigators recently isolated

the virus, looked at it under

the electron microscope, photo-
graphed it and even measured
it. One research team worked
at the Detroit Laboratories of
Parke, Davis & Company. An-
other proup worked at the vi-
rus laboratory at the Univer-
sity of California. The director
of this laboratory announced
{11/11) that the wvirus ‘def.
nitely” had been jdentifled,
adding: “We Xnow that what
we are looking at [through the
_electron microscope] is virus.”
It was described as a spherical
particle almost exactly a mil
lionth of an inch in diameter,
“and it looked like a tennis ball
oh an asphalt court. The isola-
tion of the pollomyelitis virus

is regarded as a significant
achievement, since it will pave
the way for a chemical analy-
sis of the virus and could pos-
sibly lead to a chemical weap-
on to treat the disease.

U. 8.: A “Dishonest Positlon”
& The 1. N. in November vot-
ed 30 to 0 to urge member

nations to speed ratiflcation of,
the genocide treaty, which out- -

laws acts designed “to destroy
in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial or religious
group.” U. S, senators, South-
ern and isolationlst, had op-
posed ratification of the ireaty,
claiming that it might be used
to interfere in internal affairs
of the . 8., especially in cases
of discrlmination against Ne-
groes. However, the 11, 5. dele-
gate voted in favor of the reso-
lutlon. Then afterward he cir-

culated a statement that per-

plexed the experts. It said that
the U. 5. 1s noi “authorizing
propaganda” in favor of the
convention in the U, S. Did this

mean that the U.S, thought
the pgencocide treaty was all
right for other countrles but
not good for the U.S. itself?
Declared the Wall Street Jour-
nal: ‘“The United States has
placed itself in an absurdly
dishonest position.”

Nobel Peace Prize

® The Arst Nobel Peace Prize
was awarded in 1901, In 1953
the prize went to General
George Marshall for his role
as author of the Marshall Plan.
After ifty-three years of Nobel
awards, peace is farther away
than when the Arst award was
made. Does this not prove that
no matter how excellent are
the plans of men, they cannot
bring in permanent peace?
The Bible clearly shows that
only God's kingdem by Christ
will bring in lasting peace: "In
his days shall the righteous
flourish; and abundance of
peace so long as the moon en-
dureth.”—Psalm T7T2:7.
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1954 YEARBOOK AND CALENDAR

Have you any idea what kind of experiences Jehovah’s witnesses have
in going from house to house with the Kingdom message, proclaiming it
on the streets, conducting free home Bible studies and in using many other
ways to tell men of good will Bible truths? The 1954 Yearbook of Jehovah’s
Witnesses contains some of their preaching experiences and gives an in-
dividual report of their accomplishments in over 100 countries where they
are preaching. For firsthand information send 50e¢ for your copy of the
1954 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

A beautiful color calendar for 1954 is now available. If illustrates the far-
reaching effects of the internmational convention recently held at New York on the
world-wide. organlzation of God’s servants. Calendars may be had for 25c¢ each,
or five or more to one address for 20c each

WATCHTOWER

117 ADAMS ST.

BROOKLYN 1, N Y.

Enciosed 15 5 ............ Please send me the following:
[]11%4 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses {500)
[ One ealendar (25c)

e CRlendars (Five or more to one addresg, Me each)

(Nomber}

....................................

....................................

Street and Number
or Route and Box ...

Zone No, ... State
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