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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are able to keep you awake té the vital tasues
of our times must be umfettered by censorship and selfish interests.
“Awakel” has no fetters. It 1zes facts, faces facts, Is free to
publish facts, It is not bound by political ambitions or obligations; it is
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be trodden on; it s
unprejudiced by traditional creeds, This journal keeps itself free that
it may speak freely to you. But it does not sbuse its freedom. It

maintains integrity to truth.

“Awakae [ uses the regular news channels, but ts not dependent on
them. Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations.
From the four corners of the earth their uncensored, on-the-scenes
reports come to you through these columns, This journal's viewpoint
is not narrow, but is international, Itis read in many nations, in many
languages, by persons of all ages. Through its pades many fields of
knowledge pasa in review—government, commerce, religion, history,
geography, acience, soclal conditions, natural wonders—why, its cover-
age is as grnnd as the earth and as high as the heavens.

“Awake!” pledges itself to rightecus principles, to exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comferting

mourners and ntrerrzﬁl;hening those disheartened the failures of a
delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right-

ecus New World.
Get E-unﬂiﬂt&-d with “Awake!" Kg.gp awake b}l“ I'E-ﬂ-diﬂg s A-wakel”

LT LE W el Y N W ) Y

PrBLIARED BEMIMONTHLY HY
WATCHTOWER PIBLE AND TRACT SQCIETY, 1NC.

117 Adams Btreet
N. H. Enonn, Presiden

Printing this iasue: 1,150,000
Langeagpss Fn which this oagarine Is pablished:

Brooklyn 1, N. Y., U.B. A,
GRANT HUITER, Seoretary

Five cents a copy

Aemittaness should ba sent to oMce In Yo coun-

Sepimonthiy—Afrikaans, Englien, Finnish, French, ¥ in compliance with regulations 10 guarantee
Gerzan, Hellandih, Norwegian, Spanish, Swedigh. safe dellvery of Mopey. Bemittandes are scceptod sl

Mrothly—Danlak, Qreek, Partogoese, ilkralnian.  Brooklym frol tountries where no office s located.
¥ h;rﬁﬁamﬂm Rete by international money order only. Subacription

Amariea, 5., 117 Adams 8¢, Brooklen 3, N.Y. $1 rates i different countries sre here stated in loeal
Austraily, 11 Beresford Rd,, Btrathfielt, NB.W. #s5 currency. Wotlee of mxplration (with renewa] blank?
Campda, 44 Irwin Ave, Toronie 5, Ontario $1 Is zent at least too Issuer before subserlption ex-
England, 24 {Craven Terrace, Lotidon, W. 4 7a plred. Change of apdvess when sent to owr ofice

Sauth Afries, Private Bag, P.0, Elundafontein, may be expeciad effectlve within one mooth, Keod
Trangvas] 7s your ofd as well as pew address,

Enteryd a1 second-cluss natber st Brooklm, M. Y. Aot of March 3, 1879, Printed In T, B A

1V R TP L1 ]l VIWFL TR S IW o) LY alW TR Q) VIWF Y YW a 1Y

CONTENTS

The Rise and Fall of the

Byzantine Emplre
Truth—Not Tradition—Sets Men Free
“Your Word Is Truth”

World Government on the Horizon 3
They Fear Peace More than War 5

Rearming Germany and Japan 7
The Road Runner: Sprinter Extraordinary 9

Nonskid Scles 11 The Purpose of Christ’s
Televislon Miscellany 12 Second Presence

The Magnificent Sun 13 Jehovah’s Witnesses Preach in All
Conquering Leprosy 17 the Earth-—-Lebanon

$10 for Sweets—36 for the Dentist 19 Do You Know?

Which Way, Nigeria? 20 Watching the World

21

25

23
29



“Now it is high time to awake.”

—Romons 13:11

@®

voluma XXXIY

Brooklyn, M. Y., October 22, 1853

Mumbar 20

World Government on the Horizon

HAT has the United Nations accom-

plished? No doubt a good many people
would like to know the answer to that
question. And it may not be too farfetched
to say that members of the U.N. them-
selves are not entirely clear as to their
accomplishments. Their present status is
described by some as nonplused. It is ob-
vious that the U.N. has not achieved its
avowed purpose to maintain international
peace and security. Nor can it be said that
a closer co-operation and & better under-
standing among nations has resulted from
U.N. conferences. Much to the contrary,
the world has never been so disunited and
confused on vital issues. Things are all but
peaceful at the “Peace Headquarters.”

And, too, there are other appropriate
questions that could be asked. For ex-
ample: What has the U.N. done to lessen
world tension? Loosen the grip of fear
that hangs over the world? To put an end
to the arms race? Squelch aggression and
the aggressor? What has it done to elimi-
nate food shortages? Racial discrimina-
tion? Disease or war? Virtually nothing!

Once upon a time the U.N. was hailed
as ‘the best hope for world peace,’ ‘the
only hope for peace,’ and the ‘last hope for
peace.” But what has happened to this
“peace” organization? The peace dove
hovered over the Korean battlefields for
over two years, while thousands died. The
once honorable U.N. is being accused to-
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day of “unmoral diplomacy writing, with
deceptive phrases, equivocations and quib-
bles.” The size of the proverbial shoe that
the U.N, appears to be wearing, quite un-
comfortably at present, is well described
by David Lawrence, editor of the U.S.
News & World Report. Said Mr. Lawrence
in the July 3, 1953, issue:

“The United Nations as an organization
designed to enforce peace in the world has
come to a humiliating end. Like its pred-
ecessor—the League of Nations-—it has
been killed by statesmen faithless to the
ideals they had once professed. The Korean
war was in our times the acid test of the
power of an international organization to
operate as a military alliance against apg-
gressors. When the showdown came, one
set of members was arming against another
set in Europe. Other members were claim-
ing to be ‘neutral’ in Asia. Still others were
deliberately furnishing the aggressors with
arms to help kill the soldiers of other states
resisting aggression. The UN., lacked the
moral courage to denounce Soviet Rusgia
for aiding the common enemy—the Com-
munist Chinese and North Korean Com-
munist armies.

“No more flagrant example of the decay
of intermational morality could be eited
than the concerted behavior of the note-
writers in the foreign offices of Great Brit-
ain, France, the United States, Canada and
India in their recent assault on the little
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government of Korea. What was its crime?
It refused to keep its own brothers fram
the North in further bondage while the
Communists were to send in their agents
to ‘brainwash’ those same prisoners—all
this under the auspices of a commission of
five countries, with the deciding vote held
by a pro-Communist government, calling
itself ‘neutral.’ Was it so ignoble on the
part of Korea—not even a U.N. member
--t0 assert its sovereign right as an ally
to act against such palpable trickery? How
can the smaller nations of the world ever
look again to the larger nations for justice
when, with a might-makes-right flourish,
the major powers ignored the protest of
the Republic of Korea, which had lost
200,000 soldiers in battle and more than
1,000,000 civilians in the ravages of war?

“What, then, has the U.N. accomplished?
It has failed to discipline the principal ag-
gressors. It has succeeded only in bullying
the principal vietim of aggression-—forcing
it to choose between a dishonorable armis-
tice and national suicide.”

A Silper Lining of Hope

The situation would be grave indeed
were the U.N. the only hope for peace.
We have God to thank that it is not. Long
ago Jehovah purposed a government of

peace for righteous mankind. He appointed .

its king and anointed him as the Prince
of Peace, and foretold that of the increase
of his government and peace there would
be no end. The new world’s King, Jesus
Christ, taught his disciples always to pray
for it, that God's will would be done on
earth as it is done in heaven. This king-
dom is mankind’s hope and the agency
that will usher in peace.-~Psalm 33: 8-12;
Isaiah 9: 6, 7; Matthew 6: 9, 10.

How will Jehavah God accomplish that
which the U.N. has failed to do, namely,
establish a lasting government of peace?
This is how: Through his King Christ
Jesus he will destroy all wickedness from
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the earth in the coming batile of Armaged-
don. (Pralm 145:20; Revelation 16:13-16)
As he ushered Noah and his family safely
through the flood, so God will safely guide
a great crowd of people through Armaged-
don, and these survivors will be the first to
enjoy the blessings of the new earth. Theirs
will be a new system of things, For Jeho-
vah will be their Judge, Lawgiver and
King. {Psalm 19: 7-11; Isaiah 33: 22) Un-
like the International Court of Justice of
the United Nations which lacks compul-
sory jurisdiction over nations or individ-
uals, the new-world government will reach
out speedily and execute Jehovah’s judg-
ments, for “righteousness and justice are
the foundation of thy throne.” (Psalin
89:14, Am. Stan. Ver.) The new world’'s
King with myriads of his holy angels will
enforce the peace, These angels will also
guide and protect mankind.—Psalm 34:7;
68:17; Revelation 9:16.

Blessings of the new-world rule will be
manifested everywhere. The knowledge of
Jehovah will fill the earth as the waters
cover the sea. The divine mandate to fill the
earth with righteous offspring will be faith-
fully carried out. Parents will not labor in
vain, nor bring forth for calamity, as is
the case today. Jehovah will restore man's
dominion over the lower animals. Thorns
and thistles will he clear away and the
earth will yield its increase. Mankind will
come to enjoy perfect health. Even the
graves will yield their dead, and loved
ones will be reunited. Death, then, will be
destroyed. Wars will cease for all time,
Peace and contentment will fill the earth.
—Isaiah 11:6, 7, 9; 33:24; 35:1, 2, 7;
55:13; 65 23: Micah 4: 3, 4; John 5: 28,
29; 1 Corinthians 15: 24-26.

Neither the U.N. nor any other human
scheme of things can ever promise you
these blessings. These are yours to be had
by placing your trust in Jehovah and his
word of promise.—Isaiah 46:10, 11; 55:11.

AWAKE!



ANY years apo someone wrote,

‘“When war is declared, Truth is the
first casunlty.” Truth is suppressed, factls
are mmisrepresented, news reports are cley-
erly slanted, distorted and fobricated by
both sides to sult potitical expediency, As
this is true in other wars, so it is true
with the Korcan conflict. Millons of peo-
ple in what 15 termed lhe “free world”
have been alerted to the mensace of the
Communist Enst and 1ts tyrannical subver-
slon of peace on earth, bul are they all
equally aware of the warmongers among
the revived Nazis, resurgent fascists and
resuscitated Jupanese imperialists? Has it
ever occurred 10 them that therc may be
some who actually fear peace more than
they fear war?

Peopie generally ure misinformed, tragi-
cally deceived and woefully ignorant of
what is happening in the world, Never be-
fore huve so few fooled
so many about so much.
When war makes milllon-
aires who own or infli-
ence means of dissemi-

astronomical figures. Prosperity is fed
by war and threats of war. There is ho
doubt that the Korean war solved the
Truman administration’s unemployment
problem., Significanily, in March, 1950,
barely over three months before the
war started, the United States, to quote
a typical headline of that time, was
“worried as jobless total heads for
5,000,000 with rise in labor force."*

Under this headline there waa &n

ussociated press dispatch from

Washington, dated March 16, 1950,
which reported: “Government economists
are concerned today nver how to clamp &
lid on unemployment, now moving toward
the 5,000,000 mark. . . . Already 12 areas
have been stricken with unemployment de-
scribed As equal to that of 1933, . . . 43
oreas are classed as having 'subsatantial’
surpluses in manpower—mesning that
more than 12 per cent of their workers
arc walking the sireets.” '

Toward Full Employment

It was only a few months later that,
with the Korean war and a vast new ar-
mament program under way, President
Truman pruoclaimed a national emergency.
December 16, 1950, saying, among other
things: “I summon our farmers, our work-
ers in indusltry, and our husinessmen to
make a mighty production effort to meet

't Louw Pogf-Diwmaich, March 17, 1950

nating information, there
is no way of being sure
that what you hear is
reliable.

Big business is doing
well. Profits of giant cor-
porations are soaring to
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the defense requirements of the mation.”®
This “mighty preduction effort” also met
the pressing crisis of a threatening de-
pression.

All of this lends emphasis to a state-
ment made by Dwight D, Eisenhower, in
his presidential campaign speech at Peoria,
Nlinois, October 2, 1952. In that speech
Eisenhower said: “Nineteen twenty-nine
was the last year in which we enjoyed
prosperity in a time of peace. From then
until 1939, when World War II began, our
economy showed no real strength what-
ever in real output per person. The New
‘Deal never actually solved the unemploy-
ment problem. In 1939, after seven years
of New Deal doctoring, 9% million Ameri-
cans were still out of work. . . . Then
came World War II. Under its stimulus,
America’s production soared and unem-
ployment disappeared. World War II did
what the New Deal was unable to do. . . .
Just as these war-bred shortages began to
disappear, and the economy was beginning
to weaken, along came Korea. Defense pro-
duction again propped up the economy.”
—New York Times, October 3, 1952

- If a choice between war and a depression
was the dilemma of the Truman era, what
of the Eisenhower administration? After
all his political speeches and roseate cam-
paign promises, President Eisenhower has
now come face to face with the same hard
reglities that plagued Truman, and the
new political powers in Washington, arm
in arm with the industrial titans, are in
a similar position. -

The Shadowy Specter of Peace

No sooner had the Soviets launched their
recent “peace offensive” than the stock
market in the United States reflected the
news. One indicative headline warned:
“Shadowy Specter of Peace Jolts Grain.”
Under this headline was the following

= §t. Louix Posi-Dispnteh, Decernber 17, 1950,
b

Asnociated Press report datelined Chicago,
April 4, 1953: “The shadowy specter of
a peaceful world, which had shaken the
grain market a little in the previous week,
gave it a rude jolt this week. Grain prices
fell sharply on the Board of Trade as the
market tried to adjust itself to the sudden
broadening of the Russian ‘peace offen-
sive.” . . . Tt was a market dominated by
moves toward settlement of the fighting in
Korea.”

Another headline said: ‘“Most Severe
Stock Market Decline Since October 51
Amid Korean Peace Moves.” Under it ap-
peared a commentary by Elmer C, Walzer,
United Press Financial Editor, datelined
New York, April 4, 1953: *‘Stocks during
the past week suffered their most severe
decline since war taxes jolted the financial
community in the last week of Qctober
1951. The reason given by the financial ex-
perts was the talk of a truce in Korea.”
Commented CIQ president Walter Reu-
ther: ‘“There are people: in America in
high places—in Wall Street in particular
—who do not share with other people the
prospects of peace. . .. Peace will not
give them access to the tremendous profits
that they have been realizing out of
our war production efforts.”—New York,
April 18, 1953, Associated Press.

Thus the doubts and insecurity that be-
set the Truman forces are now assailing
the Eisenhower retinue, Big business is
dominating the government. Those whose
money financed the fantastic campaign
expenses are exacting their “pound of
flesh.” Hypocrisy and deception are in-
volved; the people are kept in a state of
agitation. The Communist menace is rec-
ognized, but you hear little about the other
dangers at home.

The state of emergency and the arma-
ments race itself are a fight against com-
munism, Communism thrives on misery.
That is why it has made phenomenal ad-
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vanrss in Asis and in many Roman Catho-
lic countriex It takes prodiglous growth
from mass upemployment. A depression
would be a boon to the Commumists: the
worse the depression thie more to their
advantage. Thus the fear of war and the
armaments race keep up ernployment and
hold down communism. Some ‘‘free enter-
prise” statesmen might even argue that
it would be better to have war and the
threat of war Lthan to experience another
economic upheaval a8 serious as the ane
in the '30’s.

Rearming Germany and Japan

But there 1s another side to thls Korean
situatlon, The newsletter In Fact, An.
gust 14, 1950, observed: *The wostern
European nuations and the U.8. were
pledged never to permit the rearmament
of the fasciat nations, ncver to permit the
fagclst nalions to have armies agaln. With
the beginning of the Korean war all this
has changed. The Senate of the U.S. and
the State Dept.—meaning the Administra-
tion—is now rearming all three members
of the Fascist Internationale; Germany,
Japan and Spain. Any plans for the resto-
ration of German war plants, rcarmament,
and the creation of armies In Germany
and Japan were officially denounced from
1945 to 1950 aos violations of agreements
between the Allies. With the outbreak of
the Korean war the officiai pledges have
been forgotten. The war of the democra-
cies against communism will now be -aided
by the restoration of all the fascist and
near-fascist nations and their elevation as
allies of the West,” That prediction has
not proved as radical as it might once have
sounded. As we observe the crosscurrents
of international lensions loday Hashing
back and forth across their Korean nerve
center, we are reminded of the famous dic-
tum of Clausewitz that war is only politics
carried on by other means,
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When Presidest Flsenhower tald in A
campaizn speach at Champeign, Tlimds,
October 2, 1952, “If there must be a war
in Eorea let it be Aslans against Aslans,”
many thought he was hinting at Japanese
entry into that war. Right along the same
line, newsman Emle Hill, writing from
Tokyo, told of the more radical view
among Japaneae militar{sts: “Japan’s
emerging militarists are interpreting Pres-
ident Eisenhower’s State of the Unijan
message A8 indicating that the United
Siates would like to see Japan again In
possession of Manchuria. . . . You get this
kind of talk from the ultra-natlonallst mili-
tarisie who say that in two years Japan
will be right hack where it was in the ’30's.
. « «» The giant financia! and manufactur-
ing houses of Japan—known as the Zai-
batau—are on the road to full recovery.
. . - The Zalbatsu have financed most of
Jepan’s millitary exploits in China and
Southeast Asia."—St. Louls Pogt-Dispatch,
February 22, 1959.

A Dangerqus Game

This 15 a dangerous game of interna-
tional power politics, for a wrong declajon
on such matters could cost untold human
lives. The way of current political maneu-
vering in Asia was shown by Clifton Utley
in the Chicago Sun-Times, September 3,
1952: *“Japan today with American ap-
proval (and even prodded by America) 1s
beginning the creation of what eventuslly
will become one of the major armed forces
of the Orient”

Further, sald Robert P. Martin In a news
report from Fukuoaks, Japan: “The ‘old
guard’ of Japanese ultra-nationalista, who
believed in ‘government by assassination’
and who supported the military’s drive for
an Asiatic empire, are gradually surging
hack into active life. With the ‘hot war’
against Communism in full swing, they
are coming into the open with the excuse
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that they are needed as anti-Comrnunists,
but leaders of the rightist socleties frank-
Iy admit that anti-Cornmunism is only a
means to their end. The aim of the ultra-
nationalists is to rebuild a powerful in-
dependent Japan ruled by the extreme
right, and possessing sufficient military
and economic power to dominate Asia.”
—5St. Louis Post-Dispatch, June 25, 1950.

“What Japanese business dreads most
these days is peace,” said Keyes Beech in
a report from Tokyo, published in the
same paper August 20, 1952. He continued:
“An end to the Korean war will mean an
end, or at least a drastic cutback, in Ja-
pan's biggest business--supplying war ma-
terials to United Nations forces. Each new
peace rumor from FPanmunjom brings on
a frantic wave of selling in the Japanese
stock market. Speculators with heavy in-
vestments in war industries can’t unload
fast enough. Ironically, the Korean war
has been Japan’s economic salvation. Jap-
anese industry has been turning out goods
for the United States Army at a rate of
$1,000,000 a day.”

So, the Japanese war gangsters are gef-
ting back in power. The German military
machine is again to be rebuilt. Is it possi-
" ble that Japan may be used as the “sword”
of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy against
communism now, eyen as it used Hitler in
Germany, Franco in Spain and Mussolini
in Italy? Nazi Germany and Japan signed
- the Anti-Comintern Pact in 1936 to sur-
round Russia with a wall of bristling steel.
That strategy led later to World War II,
with Catholic Italy on the side of Roman
Catholic Adolf Hitler against both com-
munism and the Allies. They failed to con-
quer the enemy of the “Church,” and now
they are being rearmed by the Allies to
help fight that same enemy.

A Warning and a Hope

The presenting of these facts, of course,
is no sttempt to minimize the Communist
threat to human liberty nor the inroads
it has made in human society, but is an
effort to arouse thinking people to recog-
nize that communism is not the sole dan-
ger, but that other dangers also exist.

Centuries ago the great Jehovah God
moved one of his prophets to foretell the
appalling mess in which the human race
would be mired at the middle of this wild
century of fear. The prophet said: “Pro-
claim ye this among the nations; prepare
war; stir up the mighty men: let all the
men of war draw near, let them come up.
Beat your plowshares into swords, and
your pruning-hooks into spears: let the
weak say, I am strong.”—Joel 3:9, 10,
Am. Stan. Ver.

But the all-wise and Ioving Creator did
not leave us without hope. He caused
another prophet to write of his everlasting
kingdom of righteousness now begun under
his mighty Prince of Peace, Christ Jesus,
using these memorable words to thrill the

‘hearts of countless thousands of people of

good will of every race and clime: “He will
judge among [margin] the nations, and
will decide concerning many peoples; and’
they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.”—Isaiah 2:4, Am. Stan. Ver.

It is to that kingdom of Jehovah God's
incoming ‘mew world of everlasting life
and happiness that you must anchor your
hopes if you expect to survive the universal
battle of Armageddon that will destroy
from the face of the earth for all time to
come those wicked men who fear peace
more than war.—Contributed.

The whole world is lying in the power of the
wicked one,—1 John 5:19, New World Trans.

AWAKE!



FI"H'E road runner is a cuckoo bird, half
A tail, half clown and all sprinter. Many
who have never even seen the road runner
know it for the funny, odd bird that it is.
Its unusual habita have gained for it a
reputation that extends far beyond its
range of Mexico and the southwest United
States. So famous hag the bird become that
it has earned for iteelf a variety of names:
chaparral cock, ground cuckoo, snake kill-
cr and paiseno, the latter meaning “feltow
countryman.”"” Yeg, paisuno ls a character
of the caclus belt, but, first of all, a sprinter
extraordinary.

What makes paisano s0 picturesque,
perhaps, is his long lail. The bird is about
twn Feet long, but half of him is tail. Why
such a long tail? Would not longer wing-
spread be more desirable? Nol for the road
mmner! For he is not ke other birds, Maost
birds fly from dangcr; the road runncr
prefers to run. So when pursued he seldom
Hies but simply runs at great speed with
upraised wings. His very name “road run-
ner" comes from his extraordinary abilily

to sprint. Since the road rmmner can work,

up such speed that he likes to race horses,
it is easy to understand why the sprinting
bird needs a long tail: to put on the brakes!

In the days of horse
travel, roadrunners
delighted in appearing
in the trall ahead, to
run easily with head
low and tail straight
behind, readlly keeping
ahead -of the horses.
People still wonder
whether the road run-
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ner delights in running a perf<(ual 1ace
for sheer enjoyment of raclng or just to
prove to the horse that birnds do not
always have to fly to outdistance the fleet
animal. What a blow it musti be to a horse’s
prestige to see this speedy bundie of feath-
ers and tail bounding along ahead of him!
The book Library of Nulurul History re-
cortds an instance where a road runner was
chased by ranchmon on horseback for a
distance of a mile or more at {ull speed
—and the cuckoo was still in the lead!
After a while the bird suddenly stopped
sprinting, flew up among Lhe upper iimbs
of a tree and rested. Dismounting, the
ranchmen easily captured from its perch
the exhausted bird.

Road rmunners harbor dislike for the
mechanized age, since the feathered sprint-
ers have discovered that autoe travel far
too swiftly to permit & mere road runner
to set the pace. Yet these cocky chunks of
buff-and-white fenthers confound many an
Eastern tourist, who, driving in the South-
west for the first time, is utterly flabber-
gasted by o bird that, for a short distance,
seems to run wilh apparent ease alonggide
a moving car. 'This experience is related In
the book Birds of Americte: “l have pcca-
sionally seen an old
Itoad-runner that
takes a delight In out- 4
distancing a team of ¥,
horses, but sometimes *
a Road-runner is not
accustomed {9 our
modern method of
traveling. One day 2 §
friend was spinning °




down the Orecle Road In hia automoblle
when, at the turn, a Read-runner dropped
into line ahead and set the pace down the
smooth streteh. The driver turned on a
little more gasoline. The Road-runner
looked over his tail at the horseless car-
rlage. It was gaining on him! As the ma-
chine bore down on the astonished bird, the
feathered racer was scared. He cocked his
tail suddenly to put on the brake, made a
gharp turn to the left, dodged through the
cactus and creosote and away he went at
top speed as far as he could be seen.”

Really a Snake Killer?

Technically, paisano is a cuckoo, but to
those who have seen him in action he is
more a character suggestive of an ornitho-
logical combination of a circus clown and
daredevil Paisano has many winning
ways, and he will almost certainly capti-
vate you. Same people are so intrigued by
paisano that they domesticate road run-
ners and train them to catch mice and
other household pests. But catching mice
igs tame, though tasty, work for a road
runner. He Is known as the snake Kkiller,
and he does not bear that title without rea-
son. When the road runner desires a sub-
stantial meal, he will look up a shake.

People have often questioned the road
runner’s ability to kill formidable reptiles
such as rattlesnakes. However, numerous
books have authenticated the snake killer’s
exploits. And the motion picture The Ad-
ventures of Chico featured the exciting
spectacle of a road runner fighting a rattle-
snake. Snake Killer begins the battle, Dane-
ing with agile feet round and round the
rattlesnake, the road runner fearlessly en-
gages In a death struggle with this poison-
fanged terror of the desert, from whom
most other creatures flee, Unafraid, road
runner takes the offensive, With the long,
strong tall feathers cocked stiffly, road
rinner nimbly darts in and out or ju'mps
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deftly into the alr, alwaye just an Inch or
two beyond the reach of the needle-sharp
fangs. Road runner’s shoe-button eyes now
glearn with the excitement of the fight.
How is Mr, Rattler faring?

By now the nips of the road runner's
sharp beak have positively annoyed the
king killer of the desert. So infurlated does
the rattlesnake become that, for a while,
it appears that he is taking the offensive
away from the road runner. Aggressively
and in frantic desperation the rattlesnake
slithers about seeking a position to strike
into the thickly feathered road runmer.
Mr. Rattler will coil and uncoil. He will
whirl his rattles viciously. He will expend
tremendous energy in repeated strikes,
which, ordinarily, would frighten off any
other creature. But the road runner is
plucky. With his beak and claw he will
hunge at the rattlesnake just when it can-
not strike back, not being coiled. After sev-
eral minutes of this type of strenuous fight-
ing, the rattlesnake comes to the conclu-
sion that it has had enough of this bizarre
bird. So the rattlesnake slithers its way
into a strategic backward withdrawal A
rattlesnake retreat is just what the road
runner wants! Pouncing forward he will
seize it hehind its diamond-shaped head,
shake it ferociously, wave it in the air,
throw it down, and then dance away from
the ever-weakening, slowing stab of the
wicked fangs. Soon the once-redoubtable
rattlesnake succumbs: the slithering killer
is killed.

The Road Runner's Menu
Snakes make a marvelous dinner for
road runners, but their main menu consists

of lizards., Even baby road runners are
nourished on lizards. Writing about the
road rumnmer’s lizard-preferred meals, Wil-
liam Finley says in Birds of America:
“While some people accuse the Road-
runner of killing other birds, especially
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he Jived glmost entirely on lizards, The
young birds in the nest were fed on lizards
almost from the time they were out of the
egg. The reptile wos always killed and then
thrust head down into the mouth of the
youngster. The tail for a time would hang
out of his mouth, but as the head end was
digested, the young bird gulped a little now
and then, until finally the end of the totil
disappeared.”

A well-balanced diet for the [eathered
racers imcludes, in addition to reptiles,
crickets, beectles, coterpillars, fruits and
seeds, Scorptons and tarantulas are always
welcomne on the road rmunner’s menu, but
when he wants to dine elegantly, the bird
will seurch uboul for a land snail. The agile
road runner leaps high into the air to seize
one from the splked leaves of a yucca plant.
Bul how does the bird selve the problem of
crushing the hard-shelled mollusk? In a
very Ingenlous matiner. Instead of fying
high and dropping the snail on rocks as do
eagles and hawks, the road runncr slmply
pounds the snail up ageinst a stone with
abrupt metions of its long, sinewy neck and
strong beak. Scon the shell is cracked, and

When not eating ar sprinting this
strange cuckon hird may take time to do
a Uttle singing. His song Is composed of a
series of dovelike coos. Dr. (G. M. Sutton,
who knows these hirds well, descrlbes it
this way: “Here {lhe eastern rim of &
mesa, a dead tree, or high cactus), direct-
ing his bill downword untll it slmost
touches his toes, he beging to coo. Con, coo,
Cco0, O0H, OOH, 0OH, 00H, 0011, he calls,
pumping out thc syllables in a hoarse,
throaty voice, his head rising a little with
each con until the bill points upward, the
pitch of the song meanwhile dropping
rradually Iower. So he starts with head low
and coo high, and cnds vice versa.”
—American Birds in Color.

Surely paisaro the road T™unner is a
strange, fascinating bird. His very oddity
hespeaks the Infinlte variety.that exists
among the bird creation—a tributc to the
limitlesa wisdom of the great Creator, Here
in the road runner Jehovah created a bird
that, without even a coat of showy colors,
intensely intrigues man, Yes, to those who
know him, puivano is A character but firat
of all a sprinter.

Honskid Soles

¥ When man found that he needed nonskld soles, he put
his inventive mind to work and turned out tennis shoes, base.
ball shoes, football shoes aml nther soles of apecial composi-
tion. But man cannut take ton much credit. Nonskid solea were
in exlstence before he started to make them. Yes, nature beat
man agaln—In the polar bear. This bear has to depend on
spegd and sure-footedness o win a living. And having to
travel along over jcecrested ridges powidersd with show
would cripple his speed were it not for his nonskid aoles,
wisely pravided by the Creator, The polar bear's claws ara
of normal length, but the poles of hig plantigrade feet are
"roughshod,” particularly the surface beneaih the heel, with
a thick coat of halr. This hairy nonskid sole is not present

In any other species of bear.
OCTOBER %2, 1958
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Manufacturers in Pink—
Owners in Red!
[ In the United States there is
a TV set for every seven of its
people. Many of them hope their
weird rooftop antennas will soon
grasp a vividly colored picture
out of the invisible and spread it
acroes the house's center of eye-appeal, the liv-
ing room TV. screen. How soon thls will be
possible seems to depend entirely upon which
“axpert” you listen to. CBS’ systemn, which was
approved some time ago, is not entirely satis-
factory. RCA’s system could still be seen in
hlack and white on present TV sets {a boon to
many fnancially strained owmers), while
those who could buy color sets would en-
joy the same program in color. In comparative
tests last April the RCA system came out far
ahead, and many set owners would raise no
objection to not having to spend more mohey
for a new TV set right away in order to en-
joy the new programs. Some critics have sug-
gested, however, that manufacturers are not
vet overly anxious to produce color. Senator
Johnson, formerly of the Interstate Commerce
" Committee, said on March 8 that color TV had
been blocked by “every conceivable legal
maneuver and techhical roadblock™ and that
*powerful interests may like to forget about
progress In the art of television until the
market for black-and-white television sets has
been exhausted in these United States.”
Whether the manufacturers are not yet satis-
fled with their systems, or are dellberately
delaying, color TV remains yet future.

TV Srugglers

4 Cuba, probably the world’s only country
to enjoy complete TV coverage in 1952, was
alsd a hotbed of TV smugglers. While 100,000
TV receivers had been legally imported, per-
haps 15 to 25 per cent more had been smug-
gled in from the U, S, for quick sale at cut
rates with no payment of customs duty,

Transocean TV Possible?

4 Look magazine predicted, January 27, that
“the day is coming when a Parisian will flick
his televigion dial and come up with a Chicago
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prize fight and a New Yorker
will be able to view a telecast
of Great Britaln's Grand Na-
tional Steeplechase” How
would this be possible, since
television waves will not follow the earth’s
curve? Through one of several proposed re-
lay methods, the most promising of which
seemed fo be a chain of sbout T0 miero-
wave and very-high-frequency stations on a
series of islands by way of Greenland and
Iceland. The longest gap would be only 290
miles {Iceland and Faroe Islands). Such trans-
mission, if it proves feasible, would be sim-
ilar to the present transcontinental microwave
hookup of the United Staies.

 Dead Serious over TV!

4. When thirteen-year-old Lawrence Young of
Alexandria, Nebraska, was forbidden to quit
his farm chores to watch a television program
last March 17, it made him mad. He took a .22
rifle, shot his aunt in the head, killed his flve-
year-old sister and did away with the family
dog. When the sheriff found him he was at a
neighbor’s house, watching TV.

The Critics Are Numerous
€ “Video is history’s ‘greatest means of com-
munication’ if you want to talk with cow-
pokes, 'comics and corpses,” said one critic,
Eiks magazine described it as “the hottest do-
mestic controversy since women got emancl-
pated and made their husbands wash the
dishes.” Some panel members on “America’s
Town Meeting of the Air” thought the effort
to control children’s viewing, with the accom-
panying bickering and hard feelings, out-
weighed the device’s advantages, while qthers
said the crities condemned only bad programs
but knew nothing of the better ones. From
Germany, however, came this statement about
why German telecasts are be-
ing limited to a few hours a
day: “We don’t want to inflict
on German family life the
damage suffered in the 1. S.
because of unlimited telecast-
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THE MAGNIFICENT SUN

HEN Lhe great Archi

tect of the univerae
created the solar system, it
pleased him to set the mag-
nificent sun in the center there-
of, Around the sun he caused to
revolve no less than nine known
major planets, together with their satel-
lites, and thousands upon thousands of
minor planets, all moving in orderly army
and all moving according to intelligent de-
sign. While revolving around the sun with
unerring precision, every single orh of this
swirling array simultancously rotates upon
lts own indlvidual axls, a1l rotating in the
same counterclockwise direction, whecls
within wheels as it were. Along with the
planets, mysteriouws comels, strangers from
outer space, and myriads of metcors Cross
and crisscross the mighty chasm.

At the cenler of this galactic array
stands the glorious sun, the master of hls
widc domain. He holds his subjects lo their
arsigned courses; he alone radiates to them
heat and light, and without him no llife on
carth could exlst. And yet the sun with
his vast Lbrood of heavenly orbs is but a
tiny speck within the gigantic realm of
the universe, a realm so vast the imagina-
tion of the most fertile mind cannot possi-
bly comprehend its stze. Space is infinite,

Astronomers have long known by means
of devious mathematieal computations that
the average distance between the earth
and the sun iz 93,000,000 miles. A direct
measurement of the angle subtended by
the solar disk, together with the known
distance Lo it, reveals the size of this heay-
enly orb to be equal to 1,300,000 globes
the glze of the earth, and having a diwneter
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of B66,000 miles, Supposing

sound to trave] at an average

speed of 1,100 feet a second,

and that a sound loud enough

could be produced, it would re-

quire fourteen years for the

sound to travel to the sun. It re-

quires about eighi minutes for light fo
travel the same distance,

An idea of the sun's iImmensity may be
had by comparing il with the earth to-
gether with the moon revolving In its
orbit. Were the sun o hollow sphere, the
earth-moon-orbil combination could be
placed in the center nf the sun and there
would yet remain a space ol more than
194,000 milkes fiom the moon's orhit to the
outer limh af the sun, enough space for
twenty-four earths to be placed side by
side 1o bridge the gap. To illustrate, make
the smallest dot poasible with a sharpened
pencil. Draw a circle one inch in diameter
arpund it. The circle represents the size of
the sun relative to the eorth-dot at lis
center. The earth is a small planet, indeed,
in comparison with the sun.

The sun's greatness is enhanced when
one compares it with certain other physleal
aspects of the earth. Consider, for instance,
the loftiest peak of the Hiinalayas, a mour.
tain that rises some 29,000 feet above the
level of the sea. Should this mountain be
transported to the sun, it would need to
be increased to the height of 600 miles
int order for it to bear the same propertion
to the sun as it does to the earth. A man
weighing 150 pounds on earth would weigh,
if transported to the sun, more than 4,000
pounds, enough to crush him instantly. A
stone let fall at the earth’s eguator wil
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fal) slxteen feet the first second; at the
sun’s equatdr 1t would fail 444 feet in the
same length of time. Could the sun be
placed on some garganfuan scale, it would
tip the beam at two oectillion tons, a num-
ber s0 huge that mathematicians express
it by writing two tlmes ten raised to the
twenty-seventh power, or two followed by
twenty-seven zeros.

. Certain astrophysicists think that the
interior of the sun contains elements far
heavier than uranium. The exceedingly hot
temperature, which, it is believed, prevails
there, may break down all molecules to
degenerate hydrogen atoms, Stripped of
their electrons, these atoms are packed
¢lasely together, to such an extent that one
cubic inch may weigh as much as 2,000
or more pounds. UUnder these conditions no
solid or liquid state can exist, only a super-
heated gas, which is extremely heavy.

Should the earth and all the thousands
of planets in the solar system be merged
into one single huge sphere, it would re-
quire 750 of such spheres to equal the mass
of one sun. Comparing it with the earth,
the sun's mass is 330,000 times as great;
that is, one sun equals the weight of 330,-
000 earths.

The Sun’s Energy Conient
When one considers the reservoir of

power embodied in the sun and the inten-
gity of its radiations in the form of light,
heat and electronic particles, it is reason
for amazement. It is a huge whirlpool of
electrical energy; all of its radiations are
electrical in form. Consider the light it
radiates. It would require 5,563 candles
held at a distance of only one foot from
ane’s eye to equal the light coming from
the sun at a distance of 93,000,000 miles.
The amount of energy striking the earth
on & cloudless day is equivalent to approxi-
mately one horse power on each square
yard of surface. |

The total amount of power used on earth
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yearly, for all purposes, 1s equivalent to
the power contained in 500,000,000 tbns
of coal. Could all the power the sun yearly
showers upon the earth be fully harnessed,
it would yield 400,000 times more than
what the total population now uses.

The prodigious amount of power con-
tained within the sun may be visualized
in another form. Imagine a cylinder of
solid ice forty-five miles wide and 200,000
miles long, Were a mighty Samson avail-
able to lift this gigantic cylinder of ice
and plunge it directly into the sun’s super-
furnace, it would melt in one second of
time, If the heat from the sun were pro-
duced by burning coal, a solid layer of coal
sixteen feet thick over its entire surface
would feed its mighty flame only one hour.

The fact that the sun has been in exist-
ence for eons of time and is still going,
apparently as strong as ever, is convincing
evidence that simple chemical action is
not the source of the sun's power, Its
mighty power comes from another source
far more complex. Only recently, since the
advent of knowledge on how to release nu-
clear ehergy, as is done in nuclear reactors
and atomic bombs, is the light beginning
to dawn on the baffling question as to the
gsource of the sun’s energy. An understand-
ing of the process is a major study in itself,

Spots on the Sun’s Face

Spots on a person’s face are clues as to
his physical condition. To a physician who
is about to diagnose a patient, they mean
much. So, tbo, spots on the sun's fair face
have disclosed much information about the
sun’s structure, For instance, without sun-
spots we would not know if the sun rotates
on an axis; we would not know in what
direction it rotates; we would not know to
what degree its axis is inclined; nor would
we know as much about the sun’s magnetic
state. Sunspots aid us in understanding
certain mysteries associated with aurgras;
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also, the cause of the vagaries of earth’s
magnetic fleld and of radio transmission.
Sunspots give one inside information about
the sun; they supply proof that the sun
is not a solid body. How so, do you ask?

Since days of yore astronomers have ob-
served spots on the sun in an endeavor to
understand their mysteries. They have
measured them; they have timed them;
they have photographed them. From the
mass of evidence aceurnulated, conclusions
have been drawn, conclusions that are rea-
sonable and generally accepted as fact,

To understand the nature of sunspots,
study the diagrams of the disk of the sun.
It is first to be noted that sunspots are
never constant in appearance; they never
keep one particular size and form; they
never stay in one particular locality; they
are never permanent, but are transient
visitors on the face of the sun, coming and
going at periodic intervals. Their number
varies, too, changing from a few, at a min-
imum period, to many, at a maximum
period, over an average cycle of eleven
years. They are never seen in the narrow
band directly over the equator, nor in the
polar regions of the sun;
only in the belt from about
T degrees to 60 degrees lati-
tude, in both hemispheres,
are they seen.

Tracing the movements
of sunspots during an 11-
year cycle, it is observed
that at the beginning of a
cycle the spots are most
numerous at the high lati-
tudes. As the cycle pro-
gresses year by year they
move Inward toward the
lower latitudes near the
equator. Toward the end of
the cycle they are most
numerous near the equator
(figure 1). As the 1l-year 2
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cycles repeat themselves, so do- the spots
repeat their movements from high to Jow
latitudes. The movement is analogous to
that of debris at the sides of a swiftly flow-
ing stream; it tends to gravitate towerd
the center of the stream.

Another interesting movement is noticed
when a shorter period of time is studied.
Observing a number of spots as they exist
in a straight line running north and south
at the beginning of a 27-day period (fig-
ure 2), it will be seen that as the line of
spots moves out of sight hehind the sun,
as it rotates, and then reappears a few days
later on the opposite limb, the original
line of spots will no longer be a straight
line; those spots nearer the equator will
have moved forward farther than those at
a higher latitude (figure 3). Again the
analogy of a swiftly flowing stream is seen;
those spots near the equator move faster
than those at a higher latitude,

What do these movements indicate?
Clearly, at least five facts about the sun
are revealed: the sun rotates faster at its
equator than at the poles, and, therefore, it
is not a solid body; the sun rotates on an
axis; the sun rotates from west to east,
counterclockwise, the same as the earth
does; the sun requires an average period
of twenty-seven days to make one rotation
on its axis; and its axis has an inclination
of T degrees. At the equator the sun ro-

tates once in 24.8 days; at latitude 60 de-

grees, once in 31 days.

What Are Sunspots?

The ancient theory that they are open-
ings in the luminous photosphere sur-
rounding the sun, exposing a dark, solid
interior, is being rejected as untenable. The
theory that sunspots are relatively cool
portions of the photosphere is also not
being accepted as readily as formerly.
Leading astrophysicists are accepting the
hypothesis that sunspots are veritable gi-
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gantic volcanoes that originate within the
sun. They spew out superheated gases to
tens of thousands of miles above the sun's
surface. They are vortices of highly ionized
gases, huge whirlpoals of magnetic energy.
That they are magnetic and possess posi-
tive and negative poles has been verified
by direct measurement. Some sunspots are
80 large they could engulf a handful of
earths. Some are so transient they come
and go under the very eyes of an astrono-
mer as he peers through his telescope.
Some spout their gases so hot that they
do not become visible as flares until they
have expanded sufficiently for the gases
to cool down to incandescence,

Due to the high temperature in the in.
terior of the sun, estimsated to be from
20,000,000 to 55,000,000 degrees Centi-
grade, nuclei of atoms are compacted to-
gether into dense rmasses. The great energy
created tends to cause the sun to explode,
and it would but for counterbalancing
forces. Gravitation, the attraction between
opposite electrical fields, and the very sub-
stantial pressure created by light itself,
all hold the sun to its established bounds,
The entire sphere is analogous to a sys-
temn of heavy weights nicely balanced on a
set of coil springs, the whole terding to
osclllate when set into vibration. Similar-
ly, the energy of the sun oscillates from the
interior to the exterior surface in 11-year
cycles, causing sunspot maxima and min-
ima to occur during those periods.

In a preceding paragraph it was said
that spots reveal five facts about the sun.
We are now ready to add a sixth, namely,
the sunspot cycle of eleven years  must
be revised, It 1s not one eleven years long,
but, Instead, it is a period of twenty-two
years. Magnetic measurements reveal an
interesting fact about sunspot cycles, When
sunspots north of the equator show posi-
tive polarities, those south of the equator
at the same time show negative polarities.
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During any 11-year cycle all the spots en
one side of the equator have the same
polarities. However, during the following
11.year cycle the exact reverse condition
prevails, spots north of the equator show-
ing negative polarities, those south, posi-
tive polarities. Therefore, the true length
of a sunspot cycle is from one positive
group to the next positive group. This is
a period twenty-twaq years long.

sSunspots affect the earth In many known
and probably unknown ways. Earth’s mag-
netic field is highly susceptible to sun-
spot activity. It has been found that mag-
netic disturbances closely coincide with
sunspot numbers, Short-wave radio trans-
mission has been completely disrupted at
times of sunspot maxima. And the beauti-
ful auroras in polar skies perform their
gayest dances when sunspots are on the
rampage. Indirectly, it may be shown that
spots on the sun can influence the price
of a cup of tea. In fact, spots on the sun’'s
face can cause spots on your face, believe
it or not.

Many people know of the sun only what
they sec of it. The sun radiates to you not
only heat and light, but a thousand and
one other benefits that are showered upon
you continuously, What would you do
should the sun’s fireman suddenly decide to
go on strike and refuse to stoke fuel? What
kind of clothing would you wear if there
were no rays to cause animal and vegetable
growth? What would you eat were there
no animals or vegetables in existence?
What beautiful colors would there be to
see should there be no solar spectrum?
How long could you live without the sun’s
health-giving rays? Indeed, without :the
sun life on earth would be nonexistent, We
owe to it, and to the Omnipotent God Je-
hovah who created it, our very lives. Ko-
heleth truly said, “The light is sweet, and
a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold
the sun.”—Ecclesiastes 11:7,
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CONQUERING

LEPROSY

By “‘Awakel’ correspondent
in Panama

EPROSY is one of the oldest of diseases

known to mankind. Some authorities
say it originated in India. Others say in
Egypt. Moses, perhaps, was the first to de-
scribe symptoms ef it and recommend iso-
lation. The Crusaders brought the disease
with them, as Voltaire declares: “All we
gained by engaging in the Crusades was
leprosy; and of all that we acquired, that
was the only thing we kept.” From the
sixth to the fifteenth century leprosy was
by far the most dangerous and infectious
lisease.

A leper was an outcast beyend hope of
any solace but the grave. All the larger
towns of Europe had a place specially set
apart for those afflicted. A boundary line
was made beyond which no infected per-
son could venture except at the risk of in-

stant death. Food was furnished by the

town authorities, being left during the day-
time on some selected, exposed hill and
was removed by the lepers at night. No
office, no matter how exalted, served to
keep a sufferer from this universal ostra-
cism. In the sparsely settled country each
leper wandered about by himself in the
unfrequented woods and uninhabited waste
“places, living on roots and berries. He was
compelled to wrap himself in a sheet so
that only his eyes were exposed and to
carry a bell in his hand, which he rang te
warn of his approach. People fled from him
in terror.
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In civil law the leper was
treated as one dehd. His property
passed to his heirs. His wife was
free to remarry. On his depar-

- ture for the leprosarium prayers
for the dead were repeated and
dirt was sprinkied on his head or
a shovelful of earth thrown after
him to make the ceremony comn-
plete,

With progress of civilization
leprosy is gradually disappearing

from every part of Europe. Estimates say

that there are from three to five miltion
lepers in the world, the majority of whom
live in tropical or subtropical Asia or

Africa. The disease flourishes on impover-

ishment, and it is most prevalent in hot,
damp climates.

The germ (bacillus leprae) was discov-
ered by Hansen in 1868. The bacillus is
similar fo the bacillus of tuberculosis. It
is believed that the organism enters the
body through the nasopharynx and is
spread by the nasal secretions, as ulcers in
this situation are found in practically all
cases. However, in Hawaii, bacillus leprae
were found in mosquitoes and bedbugs. The
incubation period may last for many years
and the invasion is usually slow and inter-
mittent. It is only mildly contagious,
though most cases are acquired in child-
hood by contact with an infected individ-
ual. Heredity is not considered a factor.

" Forty per cent of all traced infections have

been found to be due to living in the same
house and thirty per cent to sleeping in the
same bed with infected persons.

Signs of Leprosy

The earliest sign of infection is a faded
or pinkish spot on the skin so inconspicu-
ous as to be frequently overlooked. It us-
ually is not recognized until after adoles-
cence. Fever attack follows. A change in
skin color and its sensitivity takes place.
The type of leprosy mentioned in the Bible
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turned the skin white and scaly. In the
so-called anesthetic leprosy there 18 a loss
of feeling in the hands and feet and later
on in the arms and legs. There ls an absorp-
tion of small bones and paralysis of small
muscles in the hands and feet. This absorp-
tion has given rise to the commonly ac-
cepted misconception that these members
drop off.

In the tubercular form, which is the
most common variety and also the most
repulsive, nodules of a dark-red or a cop-
pery color appear on the face, backs of the
hands, on the feet, and even on the body.
Fever follows. An infiltration and thick-
ening of the skin becomes noticeable, es-
pecially of the nose and ears. The tissue
of the eye undergoes degenerative changes,
often resulting in blindness; the mucous
membranes of the nose and throat are
thickened, impairing the bréathing and the
voice. There is a falling off of all the hair
except that of the scalp. There are periodic
exaggerations of perspiration, nervous dis-
turbances, anxiety and extreme body odor,
The nodules tend to break down and ulcer-
ate, leaving open sores. The patient be-
comes weaker and eventually succumbs to
exhausticn or to some intercurrent dis-
ease.-Severe cases may die in two years,
but, as a rule, when well cared for the pa-
tient lasts several yvears. The smooth type
of leprosy is less severe. The patient may
lagt twenty to thirty years.

With so terrible a disease mankind has
exhausted most of its possibilities in seek-
ing a cure. In some parts of the West
Indies and South America it is believed
that a poisonous snake bite will cure a
leper. Acting on this theory an antiveno-
mous serum has been used with uniformly
good effect. Where there are superficial
ulcerations the X ray tends to promote
healing. An old Indian drug, chaulmoogra
- o0il, is known to have some power to retard
the progress of the disease. The injection of
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soluble sodium salts of the fatty acids of
chaulmoogra and other olls intramuscular-
ly and intrayenously proved quite success-
ful. In India, Doctor Muir adopted a new
substance, sodium hydnocarpate, which
proved to be cheap, easy to administer and,
to some extent, effective.

Other advances are being made. Agri-
cultural colonies are being set up for the
more severe cases, Hospital clinics using the
latest techniques and methods are being
established, Today, Molokai leper colony,
Hawali, has an darea of eight thousand
acres with hospitals, dispensaries, churches,
and comfortable, well-ventilated cottages
abundantly supplied with water and kept in
good condition. Every patient has a ration
of clothing and food. A sum of money is
paid those not drawing the full ration,
which enables them to purchase articles
not included in the regular supply.

This same intelligent approach is re-
flected in the provisions at Palo Seco, in
Panama, where one hundred and twenty-
two patients are housed in eight modern
two-story buildings without enclosure and
without guards. Married couples are given
two-room apartments with private kitchen
and toilet and bathing facilities. Single
patients each have a spacious room with
common bathing facilities for each floor.
Men and women are quartered in different
buildings but intermingle freely during the
day.

Patients are permitted to marry. Sterili-
zation is offered, but is most often refused
on religipus grounds. Children born are
free of infection. The parents are not zl-
lowed to touch them after birth. The child
is usually adopted by a relative or placed
through the Red Cross so that it will not
be in contact with a case of leprosy. Up to
the present time none of the children so
cared for have acquired the disease. One
patient is the proud mother of three sets of

healthy twins.
AWAEKE/!



Visiting and Succegs

At the discretian of the chief health of-
ficer of the Canal Zane and the minister
of health of the Republic of Panama, non-
infectious patients are sometimes permit-
‘ted to visit their homes for short periods.
However, within the colony itself contact
with families and friends is constantly
maintained by telephone. There are numer-
ous radios, newspapers and newsreels that
supply contact with the outside world, and
several distributors In Panama City supply
free movies five times a week, which are
always well attended. All holidays are cele-
brated, especially the carnival, for which
the patients enjoy preparing elaborate cos-
tumes and electing their queen and obsery-
ing the fiesta in traditional style, Religious
services are conducted regularly by Catho-
lic and Protestant ministers from Balboa
and Panama City.

The patients who are able do a large
share of the cleaning and maintenance
work, for which they are paid, and many
can thus assist their dependents living in
Panama. Others cultivate small garden
plots on the fertile plateau back of the
colony, selling their produce back to the
colony, Still others make beautiful modern-
isti¢ furniture in the woodworking shop,
which finds a ready market in Panama
City. Some women chogse to spend their
time laundering or cooking, although the

colony operates a free laundry, and regu-
lar meals are served to ail in the generzl
mess.

Of the patients at present receiving
treatment at Palo Seco, one hundred and
fourteen are from the Republic of Panama
and the remaining eight from the Canal
Zone. Each government pays its respective
share for the care of its patients, No United
States citizen is sent to this leprosarium,
but is returned to the United States, and
if in need of isolation is sent to one of the
leprosy hospitals in secluded spots in San
Francisco, Boston, New Orleans, and Car-
ville, Louisiana. At the latter city, the
United States Public Health Service has
charge of the National Leper Home, on
property acquired by the federal govern-
ment in 1921.

Although leprosy is the oldest disease
known to man and still the one about
which, perhaps, the least is known, there
is One who understands al! about diseases
to which human flesh has falien heir. Soon,
now, this great Physician, Jehovah God,
will fulfill his promise, recorded at Revela-
tion 21: 4, that pain and death will come to
an end, This blessing is assured to those
who will live under the rule of the kingdom
of Almighty God. He strengthens his prom-
ise with these words: “I have spoken it,
I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed
it, I will also do it.”"—Isaiah 46: 11.

$10 for Sweels—$6 for the Denlist

@ According to Science News Leiter, December 13, 1952, if America’s “sweet tooth
grows much bigger, we may not have any natural teeth left for enjoying sweets.
This dim outlook ¢omes from the American Dental Association in Chicago. It is
inspired by the report that the annual wholesale candy bill of the American people
is about a thousand million dollars. ‘Strange enough, the nation’s dental bill, last
year, totaled much the same amount,’ comments the editor of the Journal of the
American Denial Association, December 1952. Last year retail candy sales are re-
ported to have reached a record-breaking consumption per capita of about $10.72,.
or G4 per cent more than the $6.55 per capita for dental care quring the same period.
Maybe, says the dental editor, the difference between the annual candy expendi-
ture and that for dental care accounts for the fact that ‘cavities occur in children’s
teeth six times as rapidly as they are repaired.””

DCTOBER 28, 1953
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By “Awcks!" correspondent in Nigerio

ONDAY, May 18, the leading Lagos news-

N | paper carried a front-page headline, in

inch-high type, “5 Killed, 145 Hurt in Kano

Riots.”* Others followed: “Governor Proclaims

State of Emergency,” “Death Roll Reaches
46.” What prompted such violence?

First, Nigeria, a large British colony on
the west coast of Africa, is divided into three
administrative regions, each sending repre-
gentatives to the capital at Lagos. However,
each reglon is dominated by a different polit-
ical party. In the north is the Northern Peo-
ple’s Congress; in the east the National Coun-
cil of Nigeria and the Camercons; In the west
the Actlon Group.

The principal topic of political discussion
is self-government. Attacks on “British im-
perlalism” have grown louder and more per-
' gistent, particularly In the East and West.
At the Central House in Lagos the polit-
ical pot reached the boiling point when, on
March 31, an Action Group member put for-
ward a motion saying that “this House accepts
as & primary political objective the attainment
of sell-government for Nigeria in 1956.” The
powerful leader of the Northern bloc proposed
this be amended to say, “self-government . . .
as soon as practicable,” and the Action Group
minlsters walked out, leaving the House in
&n uproar.

Mud-slinging and rabble-rousing tactics
quickly followed. Since closer ties of friend-
ship exist between the North’s Mohammedan
rulers and the British authorities than is the
case elsewhere, “pro-British” accusations
against the North are not uncommon. The
North's leader, the powerful Sardauna of
Sokoto, later said: “Bands of hooligans . ..
were organized by unscrupulous politicians to
abuse anyone seen to be wearing Northern
dress, who appeared to be a member of the
House of Representatives. The abusive lan-
guage they used and their behaviour disgusted
ug and left us in no doubt as to the type of
undemocratic tactics that were belng used
to attempt to frighten us Northerners.”

Politlcal speeches in the brief lull that
followed were flled with wild and extrava-
gant threats. A mob assembled in the northern
city of Kano, Saturday evening, May 16, where
an Action Group meeting had been announced.
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Tension increased. Stones began to fly; a gen-
eral rlot broke out. Pollce went Into action.
Several. people were killed. After midnight
the situation took an even more serious turn
as-armed gangs broke loose, Sunday morning
police reinforcements arrlved, and by evening
troops were rushed in by air. The sltuation
was saved, but 46 llves had been lost and
more than 200 injured. The governor pro-
claimed a state of emergency.

The world watched with apprehension.
Britain’s Manchester Guardiae commented:
“National pride, political ambition, jealousy
and misunderstanding have combined io jeop-
ardise—one must not yet say to wreck—a
most premising experiment in political evolu-
tion. The present agitations do nothing to ad-
vance the cause of self-government.” Said
the New York Times, May 20: “The sangui-
nary rioting in Nigeria wiil disappoint ali
who are working and hoping for the progress
of democracy in Afrlea. ... In Nigeria the in-
habitants are Aghting each other, not the
British. . . . The Nigerians are proving that
they are not ready for self-government in
1956."

The average Nigerian understands little
of the political implications of these upheav-
als. His interest is in clean water to drink,
better food for his body, schools to educate
his children. The politicians have promised
much, but whether they can deliver the goods
remains in doubt, Thousands of Nigerians are
taking heed as more than 13,000 Nigerian
wlinesses of Jehovah point out that the one
sure hope is not riots or self-rule, or a new
constitution, but solely the Bible's promise
of God’'s kingdom.

gXano

NORTHERN
REGION

showing tha thres
sa&miGulonamous
regians, with federal
capital et Lagos
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By “Awakel” correspondent in Turkey

T WAS the afternoon of May 11, A.D.

330. Huge throngs were pushing and
pressing their way into the Hippodrome.
Within the hour the big ceremony would
take place. Outside, under the purple awn-
ing, groups of merchants, fishers, soldiers,
charioteers and others stood here and
there discussing the events of the day.
Inside the amphitheater shouts went up
signaling that their hero had arrived. This
was to be more than a mere chariot race
or a triumphal procession of generals; it
was to be the most solemn ceremony that
the little city of Byzantium had ever wit-
nessed.

Byzantium (now known as Istanbul,
Turkey)} had seen many events, too, from
the time of its founding back in 638 B.C,,
when a colory of Greek adventurers under
the leadership of Byzas came sailing
through what is now the Marmara Sea
toward the Bosporus. Because of its stra-
tegic location they chose the site to build
a town. The harbor was deep and would
invite sea traffic from faraway countries;
and fish were so plentiful that tales were
told of persons’ being able to scoop them
up with bare hands, The small colony that
sprang up was soon to include Athenians,
Macedonians and people from Sparta. As
the word spread from fisher to merchant
to adventurer that a new land awaited
them across the sea, the town grew to
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THE RISE AND FALLE OF THE

BYZANTINE EMPIRE

become a city and the inhabitants en-
joyed relative prosperity.

But wars of aggression were in
store for this small city-state, Less
than 150 years later Darius I, king
of Persia, conquered and controlled
it for a brief time. Warring Greek states
vied for position there. Even Alexander
the Great claimed Byzantium as his own.
Probably the greatest battle was the one
that brought the city under the yoke

of the Roman Empire. Little did the

populace care under whom they served, as
long as the taxes were light and they were
safe within their walled city. And, now,
May 11, 330, the great day for dedicating
the city!

In the center of the arena below had
been erected an enormous platform upon
which sat several important dignitaries
responsible for state’s affairs. The crowds
were waiting expectantly when a sudden
blast of trumpets and shouts of ‘Long Live .
the Emperor!’ announced his entrance at
one end of the stadium. Constantine en-
tered and with him the bishop of Byzan-
tium. Behind them was a train of guards
of hanor and other ministers of the govern-
ment,

As they took their places on the plat-
form excitement ran even higher among
the spectators. What new changes would
be made now? Would the emperor stay in
Byzantium or return to Rome? At this mo-
ment the bishop raised his hands for si-
lence, blessing the masses with the sign
of the cross as he did so. Shortly Constan-
tine rose to announce that a new era had
begun for the land. Beginning immediately
the name of the city would be changed to
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Constantinople; and, what is more, it would
now be New Rome, the capital of the Ro-
inan Empire! The shops, he promised, would
soon be brimming full of purple cloth and
gold from Greece; spices, drugs, and pre-
cious stones would spon arrive from India;
and fur, honey and wax from the northern
lands would appear for all to enjoy. He,
the emperor, Constantine the Great, was
to be their sole ruler, the pontifex maxi-
mus! The new fusion religion with its hea-
then cross, trinity doctrine, immeortal soul
dogma and the Nicaean Creed was to be
the official state religion, and heretics
would be punished with death if they failed
. to accept it. At this stage the ceremony
was capped by dedicating the entire city
to the "“Blessed Virgin"!

Age of Prosperily

This was the triumphant rise of the
Byzantine Empire. The Roman Empire in
the West had become too vast to be gov-
erned -and defended from a single capital,
Rome, This small country soon grew and in
the centuries had come to spread out to
include practically everything along the
Mediterranean Sea from southern Spain
to the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and
from the Danube River to upper Egypt.
Thus now a split took place.

After the death of Constantine his three
sons ruled for & brief period of time. They
managed to continue his policies, which
held the empire together down through the
gliding centuries. In the latter half of the
fourth century and during the fifth the
land enjoyed relatively prosperous condi-
tions. Luxurious living made cosmopolitan
city dwellers a pleasure-craving, splendor-
intoxicated race. Court life was tied in
closely with religion. This is due partly to
the fact that the emperor’s palace was
Iocated right in Saint Sophia itself. .

Scores of churches, public edifices, broad
arcaded avenues and squares, as well as
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schools, were built throughotit the metrop-
olls. This building program reached an all-
time high durlng the reign of Emperor
Justinian I in the slxth century. His was
called the “Golden Age” of the Byzantine
Empire. He established a law school and it
was under his direction that the famous
Roman law code was compiled and written.
He planned and had constructed the fa-
mous Saint Sophia (Saint Wisdom)
church, which still stands to this day. Dur-
ing these years religion was held on a
pedestal and no one dared to speak up
against state decrees without fear of im-
mediate death by burning or torture, It
was Justinian that extended the bound-
aries of the empire to their farthest limits.

During the reign of Constantine VII the
emperor sat on the throne before a golden
plane tree full of artificial birds that would
burst into song, while two golden lions on
each side would roar. One startled visitor,
it is related, after touching his forehead
to the floor three times, rose to find that
the emperor, throne and all, had been
hoisted to the roof. Guards of the emperors
are reported to have prodded the crowds
along the streets with golden-tipped spears,
and it is reported that the rulers them-
selves lived in gorgeous palaces with sac-
companying buildings to house their hun-
dreds of servants.

Beginning of the Decline

But all of this splendor and pomp was
soon to be dampened by the appearance of
strong enemies. This time it was the Mos-
lem tribes that conquered such lands as
Palestine, Syria, Egypt, parts of Africa and
Spain, It was more difficult now to resist
them, because the country was little by
little becoming bankrupt due to the waste-
ful spending of its emperors. As it lost
territories in Asia Minor and Africa the
Byzantine Empire began to shrink. At the
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same time much of Greece was lost to in-
vading armies flom the north. From the
end of the ninth century onward the only
area included within Byzantine boundaries
was Constantinople, Thrace, parts of
Greece, southern Italy and some of Asia
Minor.

Things were getting so dark by the rule
of Emperor Alexius Comnenus, in the
twelfth century, that he appealed to the
pope for military assistance in driving
back the Moslems. But, alas, all in vain!
The West wanted the capital as much as
the Turks did. Finally, during the crusades
it appeared as if help was coming at last.
A large army headed by Venetians began
its way to Palestine via Constantinople;
but when they arrived they were not at ali
interested in driving away the Turks in
nearby Asia, but, rather, in themselves
taking and plundering the city. In the fate-
ful year 1204 it fell before their “holy” war
and the empire was divided into small
states governed by Roman and Greek
rulers; and by the end of the 1300's the
city that had been dedicated to the
“Blessed Virgin” was all that remained
of the glory that was Byzantine.

And now, having .scanned the pages of
history more than 1100 years from that
memorable day A.D. 330, view with inter-
est the final fall of that mighty empire.
Once more the Moslem Turks had en-
camped outside the city’s walls, but this
time they had it blockaded by sea as well
as by land. The last emperor, Constantine
Palaeologus, in a desperate attempt ap-
pealed again to Rome for assistance, but
nothing more than a few warriors was
forthcoming. Constantine sat in his ornate
palace inside Saint Sophia making last
plans to withstand the enemy. He had
called in all his military strategists, had
mustered & small army of not more than
8,000 Venetians and Genocese, and had
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asked the patriarch and other ecclesiasties
to beseech God to give them victory over
the Turks, who, according to reliable
sources, had an army of more than 150,000
soldiers led by able Mohammed I himself,

The city held out for only forty days.
The Turks were unable to climb or batter
down the walls, but their large cannons
could blast portions of them away; and at
sunrise. on May 30, 1453, Mohammed led
his men through breaches of the ramparts
to capture Constantinople! On the follow-
ing Friday the crescent took the place of
the cross atop Saint Sophia and the Mos-
lems offered up prayers of thanksgiving
to Allah, who they thought had given them
victory over what they considered .the
capital of Christendom. Dust had claimed
the Byzantine Empire.

The Byzantine Empire never came to be
known as a world power. This is probably
due to the fact that it was mare or less
a component part of the world power
Rome; or, ag other historians have termed
it, ‘that strange after-glow of the sinking
noman Empire.’ Probably the greatest
influence on the whole world has been
her demon religion, which today is the
same fusion of heathen and so-called Chris-

- tian doctrines ag it was A.D. 330, It is still

the state religion in some lands such as
Greece, where those who do not accept it
are classed as heretics and punished or
persecuted, '

In any event, the Byzantine Empire
with all its worldly glory and splendor,
with all its commerce, politics and false
religion, its architecture, art, law codes
and literature, never was and never will
be a part of God’s new world of righteous-
ness, which is so near at hand. Let us,
then, never lock with admiration on the
past dying things of man’s building, but
forward to this life-giving theocratic gov-
ernment of Jehovah God.
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HAT tradition does not Iree men from

superstition and evil practices, but that
the truth does, can be seen from the following
two reports received from Watch Tower mis-
sionaries, one from E] Salvador, the other
from the Bahamas.

“With six months of damp evenings and
ralny nights ahead, Jehovah’s witnesses break
out 1n slickers and rainwear to meet the chal-
lenge of the new season. There 18 work to be
done that cannot wait, hundreds of [ree home
Bible studies to be conducted each week; and
that means teaching many to read and write
as well as to learn the importance and mean-
ing of God's Word, the Bible.

“While the Roman Catholic rellgion has
been in El Salvador for over four hundred
yeard, yet many are in mental slavery to
superatition and fear which has enveloped
them through ages of exploitation. Many ac-
tually believe that if one goes bathing on Good
Friday he will turn into a fish. So thousands
remain In the sun-tortured citles sweating out
the wrath of the heat during Holy Week be-
cause they have been taught that to seek re-
Uef at the beaches at this time would bring
sure punishment from God. The priests point_
to the annual drownings during this period as”
conclusive proof of God's anger against ocean
bathers who should have been in church.

“Although the Cathollc Church has been
in control here for over four hundred years,
and clalms more than 85 per cent of the popu-
lation, the fact remaijns that there are still
fewer people that can read than that cannot
read, and fewer children are born in wedlock
than are born out of wedlock.” God's Word
says, “Let marriage be honorable among all,
and the marriage bed be without defllement,
for God will judge formicators and adulter-
era,” (Hebrews 13:4, New World Trans.) But
it has nothing to 'say about celebrating Holy
Week or not going bathing on Good Friday.
Which is more important, celebrating iradi-
tional holidays or leading moral lives?

In striking contrast with the foregoing is
the following experience, which shows the
effect the truth has on those needing to clean
up morally: “After traveling twenty-three
hours by boat I arrived at New Providence
Isiand In the Bahamas, and after two and a
half hours more on bicycle I reached the
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home of a woman who had previously shown
interest in the Kingdom message. She was
busy plaiting straw into mats for sale in the
Nassau market, and working with her was a
young neighbor woman whom I had not pre-
viously seen. We soon got down to our Bible
gtudy and as we proceeded we endeavored to
interest this neighbor in our study. Hearing
things she had never heard before, she asked
if her Bible said the same things as mine did.
She was assured it did and, upon urging,
went to her home and brought back her own
Bible. Upon reading these things in her own
Bible she was convinced, and so continued to
sit in and study with us.

“In the course of conversation one evening
this young woman asked my age and if I had
any children. I told her that not being married
I had no children. She replied: ‘Oh that's all
right. I'm only nineteen, not married, and I
have three children and ancother on the way!
As I was then leaving, nothing more was said
about it. She obtained the Bible study aild
‘Lot (fod Be Trie’ and subscribed for The
Watchtower, and continued to study with her
friend in my ahsence,

“Six months later I returned, and imagine
the happiness I felt when this same young
woman, on arriving home from work {clear-
ing land) came to see me and immediately
announced: ‘Mr. , I have decided to live
good. I want to please Jehovah.’ In two days’
time we studied ‘Marriage Among the Heirs
of Life,’ ‘Putting Up a Hard Fight for the
Faith’' and ‘Rearing Children in Divine Favor.’
Two of her children had died during my ab-
sence, so we studied about the resurrection to
life on earth as well,

“She put out the last man she was living
with, informing her neighbors that she is go-
ing to ‘live good. They said she could not,
that the-call of the flesh was too strong, But
she has proved them wrong. She discour-
ages the advances of the men by preaching to
them and gradually they are leaving her
alone. Some of her neighhors admire her for
her stand and wish her God’'s blessing, even
though they continue in the opposite path of
loose living.”

Yes, whereas tradition Keeps people bound
to superstition and unclean living, the truth
from God's Word sets them free from bhoth.
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The Purpose of Christ's
Second Presence

HAT is the purpose of Christ's sec-
ond presence? What will he accom-
plish al {hat time? From our previous dis-
cusRions in this series on Christ's retumn
we learned (1) that singe his resurrection
Christ is a spirit creature and that we
cannot therefore expect a human visible
presence, but that his return is in the sense
that he directs his attention again to the
things of earth; and (2) that both Bible
chronolosty and fulfilled prophecy fix the
time of his second presence as 1414. These
facts give us the background for an under-
standing of the purpose of Christ's second
coming or presence.

Many persons believe that at his return
Christ will judge the world, the living and
the dead, in twenty-four hours and then
the earth will be literally destroyed by fire.
But In view of the many things that the
Bible indicates will take place in that judg-
ment “day,” it 1s far more reasonable to
“conclude that ‘that day will be a thousand
yvears,” as both Peter and John indicate.
(2 Peter 3:8; Revelation 20:5, 6) In view
of the plain Scriptwral stalements that
*the earth abideth for ever’ and that
'‘God created the earth not in vain but to
be inhabited,” we musl conclude that the
Bible's statements reganrding the destruc-
tion of the earth are to be viewed as figura-
tive or symbolical. They refer to the de-
struction of a aystem of things rather than
to the literal planet earth.—Ecclesiastes
1:4; Isalah 45:18; Matthew 24:3, New
World Trans.
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At Christ's first coming, by his birth
as a human Son of (God, by his faithful
coursc of kecping integrity and by his
dealh and resurrection, he acquired legal
title and received divine power to carry out
all of Jehovah's purposes regarding the
earth and man in Jehovah's due time, That
due time came in 1914 and since then
Christ has turned his attention to the af-
fairs of earth and taken action, looking
toward the complete end of this wicked
old world and the establishment of a new
heavens and a new earth in which right-
cousness will dwell—Matthew 28:18;
2 Peter 3:13.

To make way for thosc ‘“new heavens”
Christ proceeded aguinst the wicked old
heavens consisting of Satan and his de-
mons, thereby beginning to ‘rule in the
midst of his enemies.” (Psalm 110:2; 2 Co-
rinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2; 6:12) This
action is described at Revelation chapter
twelve as the war in heaven between Mi-
chael and his angels and the Dragon and hie
angcels, and which resulted in the Dragon,
Satan, and his angels’ being cast down to
the earth. While all this can be appreciated
only with the eye of faith, yet one of the
results, ‘woe to the inhabiters of the earth
because the Devil is come down to you
having great wralh because he knows he
has but a short time,” is apparent in the
increased distress of nations since 1914,
—Revelation 12:12,

That being accomplished, Christ Jesus
began judgment work by furning his at-
tention to his spiritual body, the house or
temple of God, limited at Revelation chap-
ters 7 and 14 to 144,000 members. (1 Peter
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4:17) Like the nobleman in one of Jesus’
illustrations, he returned, after having re-
celved his kingdom, 0 ke an accounting
with his servants. (Luke 19:11.19) Since
tg reward all those who had proved faithful
from Pentecost to this time of judgment
and who were sleeping in death meant
their resurrection, the Bible assures us
that the dead in Christ would rise first,
this being the day to which Paul and others
looked for the receiving of their crown of
righteousness.—1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17;
2 Timothy 4:6-8,

When did this judgment work begin?
Since Jesus at his fArst presence presented
himself as king to the nation of Israel and
then proceeded to clean the literal temple
three and a half years after he came as the
Messigh, it is reasonable to conclude that
at his second presence he would take simi-
lar gction after a like perlod of time, or
beginning with the spring of 1918. (Mark
11:7-10, 15-18) The facts show that a small
band of his faithful followers brought to
the attention of the world the meaning of
the events since 1914, and called upon all
to hail Christ as the world’s king; even
some prominent clergymen of Great Brit-
din called attention to world events as n-
‘dicating that Christ’s return might be im-
minent. But they soon repudiated that
statement and Christendom chose Caesar,
the League of Nations, instead of Chrlst,
even as a faithless clergy did in Jesus’ day.

Then followed persecution of true Chris-
tians, which, together with the increased
light shed upon God’s Word, removed the
wicked from their midst and refined and
purified those that remained, so that they
could thereafter serve God with clean
hands ‘and increased zeal and knowledge.
(Proverbs 4:18; Malachi 3:1-3) Since then
the facts show the faithful ones have been
Plessed with increased light, joy and pros-
perity, whereas the unfaithful are going
ever farther into darkness and are ghash-
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ing their teeth against the faithful ones.
—Mﬂtthﬂw 24+ 51.

This faithful remnant of the body of
Christ still on earth have since then been
preaching the good news of the establish-
ment of God’s heavenly kingdom, and, as
a result, a great dividing work is being
done in the earth, even as foretold by
Christ in his illustration of the sheep
and goats. (Matthew 25:31-46) Thus a
new-world society is being formed to take
over after this wicked old world comes to
its end at the battle of Armageddon. (Rev-
elation 16:14, 16) They must now seck Je-
hovah, meekness and righteousness that
they may be hid in that day of Jehovah's
anger.—Zephaniah 2:1-3, Am. Stan. Ver.

At Armageddon Christ Jesus will take
action as Jehovah'’s chief executioner, ‘in
flaming fire taking vengeance upon them
that refuse to recognize Jehovah as su-
preme.’ (2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8) In this
way he will completely vindicate his Fa-
ther’s supremacy and make all to know
that Jehovah alone is the Most High over
all the earth.—Psalm 83:18,

In the new world Christ will be the
“everlasting Father,” in that he will lead
obedient ones to everiasting life and raise
all those who have died and who are in
the memory of God. *Of the increase of
his government and peace there will be no
end,” and eventually there will be no more
death, neither sorrow nor crying, not even
any pain, for all the former things will
have passed away. With the earth filled
with righteous persons and made a para-
dise, then Christ will turn the government
over to his Father.—Isaiah 9:6, 7; 1 Corin-
thians 15:25-28; Revelation 21:4.

Then will be fully realized the purpose
of Christ’s second presence, for Jehovah’s
name will be sanctified by all, his kingdom
will have fully come and his will will he
done on earth as in heaven.—Matthew 6: 9,
10, New World Trans.

AWAKE!



jehovah's Witnesses

Preach in

All the Earth

Lebanon

EBANON is a beautiful little country

and it gets its hame from the range
of mountains that runs through it. Scat-
tered over all these mountaing are literally
hundreds of villnpes where the people go
in the summer {o keep cool,

Jehovah's witnesses in visiting the
homes of the people In the villoges are
always Invited in and before they can
explailn their mission they are given some
kind of frult to eat, or are given a drink.
In the winter, Turkish coffee is olfered,
and in the summer, drinks made from
roses, bananas or some other fruit.

In visiting the homes of the people it Is
noted that on the walls of althost every
home hang diplomas ang degrees received
at colleges or universitics, Often Jchovah's
witnesses are asked: “What diplomas have
you?" Neither Jesus nor his disciples had
worldly diplomas to preach God’s good
news of the kingdom. Yet, it was saild of
him approvingly, “Never has another man
spokett like this.” And people are saying
the same of Jehovalt'’s wilnesses. A well-
educauted man recently sald: “I very sel-
dom find one ¢of you who has a diploma, but
you are the most elogquent speakers of any

people T have met.”

The L.ebanese people are divided into
twp main divisions as far as religion is
concerned. The Moslems and Christians,
s0 called, are about evenly divided. The
so-called Christians are mainly of two di-
visions, the Maronite Catholic and the
Greek Orthodoox religions. The people en-
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joy a certain amount of religious freedom.

A Moslem changes his religion only at
the risk of losing his life and the lives of
his family. But, despite this, one or two are
taking their stand for the truth, Recently,
a young Moslem was contacted in his shop
and a Bible study was started. During the
period of sludy the Koran was discussed as
to whether it was divinely inapired. He
became convineed that the Bible alone was
God's Word. His work necessitated a move
to another town where.he immediately got
in touch with Jehovah's witnesses. He be-
gan to preach to cothers, inviting seventeen
to his house one night for a discussion that
continued for four hours. Now he Is en-
gaged in the regular preaching work. An-
other Moslem turned from his religion to
sclence and evolulion, After meeting with
Jiehovah’s witnesses he gave up evolution
and is now a regular visitor at the King-
dom Hall.

A group of eighl missionaries were as-
signed to work in Tripoli. Much of their
work was confined to visiting Moslem
homes. They received a threatening letter
from the Moslem Moral Society requeating
that they stop their work. The witnesses
went ahead with their preaching. Onenight
while they were holding a Bible study, &
mob of 400 people surrpunded the house,
This mob was composed of so-called Chris-
tians, who were armed with sticks and
stones and made a vain attempt to break
up the Bible study. Nothing serious hap-
pened. After a similar experience the fol-
lowing week, a Moslem group inquired of
Jehovah's witnesses if they desired any
help against these mobaters. The Moslems
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event offered to fight for the witnesses it
necessary. And so it'has been that among
the Moslems the Kingdom message has
found its best reception,

Maronite Christians--a Catholic Religion

Smith’s Bible Dictionary makes an inter-
esting observation regarding the Maronite
Christians, which observation has proved
very true in this vicinity. It says: “The
northern part of the mountain range is
peopled almost exclusively with Maronite
Christians [a very fanatical division of the
Catholic religion], a brave, industrious and
hardy race, but sadly oppressed by an ig-
norant set of priests.” Many nf these
priests are steeped in ignorance of the Bi-
ble, and a good many of them cannot even
read or write. It is not an uncommon sight
to see them swaying under the influence
of liquor. Some of these men have been ac-
cused of practically every crime, including
murder. Many of their flock are leaving
the churches and seeking refuge in com-
munism; others turn to Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, The ignorant priests have led mobs

® What agency actually will bring lasting
peace? P. 4, 12,

® Who said it took World War 11 to do what
the New Deal failed to do? P. 6, 11,

@ Whether the old-guard Japanese ultra-
nationalists have been subdued? P, 7, T4,

® What bird forsakes the zir to outrun a
horse on the ground? P. 9, T3.

® How a member of the cuckno family kills
rattlesnakest P. 10, 13.

® One reason German telavision was limited
to a few hours a day? P. 12, 15,

® What sunspots are? P, 15, T6.
® How hot the sun is? P, 16, T1.

® What keeps the sun from exploding? P, 16,
1.

ﬂ,-ﬂ,ixt‘hi‘ﬂ;tﬂ_iﬂ,i'ﬁ,l'ﬁ,i"‘ﬁ,l"‘_ﬁ.-‘ﬁ,i"‘ﬁ,

28

Y DO YOU KNOW ) P~~~

@ What “Maronite Christian” priests think

accusing Jehovah’s witnesses of being com-
munists. In one such instance, when the
question was asked: “Do you know any
communists that believe and teach the
Bible as we do?” the deafening silence was
enough to convince a mob that the priest
was not telling the truth. One of the priest’s
crowd then sided in with Jehovah's wit-
nesses and offered them protection.
Despite all this opposition and this hate
campaign by the Catholic Church against
Jehovah’s witnesses, it all seems to boom-
erang. The truth seekers continue to find
the truth. A doctor asked a young lady why
she became one of Jehovah's witnesses,
She simply told him that they lived and
taught the truth of the Bible. Then the
doctor turned to two nuns that were pres-
ent, and said: “You have been nuns for
over forty years and yet this woman who
has been a witness for only two years

knows her Bible far better than you do.”

Need more be said about the effective-
ness of Jehovah'’s good work in this lovely
country of Lebanon? His kingdom is being
preached, and very effectively so.

® What disease isx so horrible its sufferers
were forced {o carry a bell to warn of their
approach? P, 17, 12.

® What happened in Nigeria in May to jeop-
ardize African self-government? P. 20, (6.

® How Constantivople {formerly Byzantium)
fell to the Moslems? P. 23, 3.

® Whether traditiou frees men from super-
stition and evil practices? P. 24, 14,

® Why the Bible’s statements regarding
ezrth’s destruction are symbolical? P, 25, Tz.

® When war broke out in heaven? P. 25, 4.

® Where Moslems offered to protect true
Christians from false ones? P. 27, 16.

of true worship? P. 28, 1.
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Doliars for Indo-China

# The war in Indo-China has
been going on for almost eight
years, Though France has
poured 188,000 troops and a
quarter of her annual defense
budget into the conflict, victory
is still not in sight. The trou-
ble has been in financing and
equipping armies, costs that
could i1 he afforded Wy the
three Indo-Chinese states or by
France herself. Sympathizing
with the French plight, the
.S, voted $400,000,000 for
Indo-China. When France
moved to inaugurate a vigor-
ous offensive policy, and also
agreed to negotiate with Viet-
nam, Cambodia and Laos on
iheir independence demands,
the National Security Council
decided (9/9) to virtually dou-
ble U. 8, aid to Indo-China this
year: from $400,000,000 to
$785,000,000. France’s new com-
mander in Indo-China, Generat
Navarre, expecis to crush the
Vietminh and win the war in
two years, if he gets reinforce-
ments and money. With the
U, 8. now covering the cost of
the Indo-Chinese war he will
get both,

Neutrality for Cambodisa ?

@& France's plan for winning
the Indo-Chinese war revolves
around the necessity of a uni-
fled flght within the frame-
work of the French unien.
Thus it was that a grave view
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was taken by French officials
when the premier of Cam-
bodia, Penn Nouth, told the
Comrmunists over the radio
(9/11): “Although we are not
Communists we do not oppose
communism on the condition
it is not imposed by force on
our people.,” He added: “If is
not for us to contest your
Tight 1o be active in Vietnawm”
The premier's speech was in-
terpreted as a declaration of
neutrality, Hence U. S. spokes-
men at the Cambodian capital
pointed out; “If Cambodia goes
back on her desire to partici-
pate in the war against com-
munism it can provoke Con-
gress into refusing to Cam-
bodia not only military aid but
economic aid ag well.” Later
(9/13) the Camhodian foreign
minister, Sirik Matak, reas-
sured the VU, 8., saying that
Cambodia recognized her duty
to the free world. Both U. 8.
and French officials wanted to
know who was speaking for
Cambodia,

Iran: Trial tor Mossadegh

@ The fate of ex-premier Mo-
hammed Mossadegh has been
the subject of speculation by
many observers. They had be-
lieved that the ex-prémier
would be the sole defendant in
the charge of bringing the na-
tion to the verge of Hnancial
ruin and Communist domina-
tion and for rebelling at the
Shah’s order of dismissal. But

Irsn snnounced (9/22} that
Mossadeph would be tried
jointly with some of hig minis-
ters and collaboraters. In jail
Dr. Mossadegh contlnued to
pursue his bizarre habits: One
morning he declared that he
would eat no more. Yet by mid.
day he was hungry and had
forgotten all about it; he called
for lunch. Meanwhile Iran
pushed a vigorous cleanup of
communism, 3,000 government
emnlayees helng dismiszed bhe-
cause of membership in the
Tudeh (Communist) party.
Later the purge of Commu-
nists was even extended to the
army, prominent officers being
placed under arrest.

Communist Defections

& The ingenuity and variety
of the methods used by sub-
jects in Comununist lands to
escape have been amazing, An
East German even used a
steam roller as his escape ve-
hicle. But from Poland the
escapes have been most daring
and dramatic. Last spring two
MIG pilots flew their jet fight.
ers out of Poland and crash-
landed in Denmark., The cap-
tain of the Polish liner Batory
jumped ship. In September
three exceptionally dramatic
defections occurred, two of
them by Poles. A young Polish
interpreter, Jan Hajdukiewicz,
was in Korea one morning to-
gether with other members of
the Neutral Nations Inspection
Commission. The Polish dele-
gation was preparng v voard
the plane, hut while the en-
gines were being warmed up
the Pole broke from the group
and appealed to an American
officer for - political asylum
(9/9). Later (9/17) Dr. Marek
5. Korowicz, four days after
arriving in the U, 8. as a mem.
ber of the Polish delegation to
the U.N. General Assembly,
slipped out of his hotel and
asked U, S, authorities for po-
litical asylum. A few days
after Dr. Korowicz' escape, a
Communist pilot landed a
Russian-built MIG-15 jet fight-
er at Kimpo airfleld near Seoul -
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{9/21), It was the bret MIG
that had been received intact
by U.S. forces in Korea.

Britaln and Anzns

® The Anzus pact was made
on September 1, 1851, by Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and the
U.S8. Because Washington
wanted the support of Austral-
ia and New Zealand for the
Japanese peace treaty, the
1. 8. agreed to guarantee the
two Pacific nations against ag-
gression, For some time Great
Britein has been very keen to
joln Anzus. Would she be re-
celved 7 The answer came when
the Anzus foreign ministers
met in early September. They
agreed to oppose a U. N. seat
for Communist China and de-
clded “unanimously”’ not to en-
large Anzus,

For Devils Island: Extinethon

@ In 1854 France founded a
penal colony in French Guiana
that eventually became Known
as “Devil’s Island.” In Septem-
ber this ¥Year Devil’s Island
waa a closed book: The last 58
convicts had been transferred
from the equatorial prison to
~a Paris jall. Though Devil's
Isiland was oniy a small part
of the sprawling Cayenne Fe-
nal colony, the whole colony
took on that name, especially
after the miscarriage of jus-
tice in the widely publicized
case of the French army cap-
tain, Alfred Dreyfus. Devil's
Island became notorious for
its devilish jailers: shark-
infested seas and steaming,
fever-ridden swamps. Anyone
sentenced to the penal colony
for less than eight years had
to remain for an equivalent
term as a libéréd, or freed pris-
aner, Those sentenced for more
than eight years were forrced
to stay for the rest of their
lves. Those who were not re-
quired t¢ remain in Guiana
had to earn their passage hoime
by working in the colony. Some
70,000 were sent to French
Gulana; bhardly more than
2,000 returned. In 1938 France
- announced its Intention to let
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the penal rolony “disappear by
extinction,” for it was gener-
ally agreed, In France and else-
where, that the settlement had
failed in its purpose: Not only
had. it fafled to effectively
deter criminals but ita very
presence had been a deterrent
to the economic advancement
of French Guiana,

New Far East Commander

@& Since 1946 there have been
three supreme commanders in
the Far Easf: Generals Doug-
Ilas MacArthur, Matthew B,
Ridgway and Mark Clark
Since General Mark Clark iIs
retirlng October 30, President
Eisenhower has designated
General Edwin Hull as Clark’s
SuCCessor.

Red Maorderer of 100 Killed

& Another Communist terror-
ist in Malaya has been ligul-
dated by his own comrade,
The terrorist, Yorig Hoi, had a
reputation for killing more
than 100 persons, But thig did
not stop Yong Hoi's own sec-
tion leader from shootlhg him
dead. Then the section leader,
carrylng Yong Hoi’s personal
belongings, walked Into the
Kampar police station and sur-
renhdered,

Second Atomlc Submarine

#® Submarines are costing
more money to build these
days, especially In the United
States. It is not due just to in-
flation; it Is because atomic
submarines are being built that
will be capable of crulsing
around the world without re-
fueling and that will have un-
derwater endurance as long as
the crews can “take it.” Already
the atomic submarine Nautilus
nears launching and the keel
of a second atomic submarine,
the Sea Wolf, has been laid
(9/15), The Sea Wolf not only
will have world-wide range
but will have power for saver-
al hundred hours of submerged
crulsing at full speed of 20 to
2% hknots. The construction
costs for the Nautllus and the

Sea Woll: between $45.000.000
and $55,000,000 each.

World’s Alr Speed Records

& The last tirne Britain held
the worids air speed record
for level fight was in 1946, a
Gloster Meteor reaching the
616.miles-per-hour mark. In
1947 the record went to the
U, 8. Just recently the U, 8. re-
newed its claim on the title
when, In July, 1953, a Sabre
jet attained the speed of 715.7
miles an hour. But Brltain
bountred back for the crown
(3/7T) when one of her test
pllots, WNeville Duke, flew a
Hawhker Hunter jet fighter in
four runs at Tangmere, Eng-
land, to reach an average
Speed of 727.6 miies an hour.
The speedy Hawker Hunter,
Powered by a Rolls Royce
Avon engine, is an arrow-
shaped jet that is about to go
into regular service with the
Royal Air Force.

A Record Swim

& Records are being broken
almost daily. Usually though
they are altitude or alr speed
records. But one record broken
in Septemher was a different
kind: a swimming record, The
best time for swlmming the
Straits of Gibraltar had been
6 hours and 59 minutes, set by
a4 man in 1950. But Florence
Chadwick swam the ejight miles
from Europe to Africa (9/20)
in just 5 hours and 6 minutes.
Upon her emergence gn the
northernmaost point of Spanish
Morocco, a doctor, examining
the 33-year-oid American swim-
mer, exclaimed: “Thils ig not a
woman, this is a Titan. Her
pulse, respiration and blood
Pressure are completely nor-
mal.”

Youngest Republle Has Coup

@ Even the tiny kingdoms of
the world are not free from
Palitical troubles. In the little
Tepublie of the Maldives polit-
1cal unrest manifested jtself
(9/3) when Ibrahim Moham-
med Didi, Maldivian vice-
pregident, =eized power and
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ousted the first president of
the republic. The ousted presi-
dent had been In office only
since last January., The Mal-
dives, located 400 miles south-
west of Ceylon, are made up of
12,000 coral atolls, but only
about 200 are inhabited, with
a total population of about
85,000, Since the islands do nog
grow crops, except for coconut
palms, food is scarce; and the
very shortage of food was be-
lleved to have been a big fac-
tor in prompting the coup.

Cypras: Worst Quake Yet

#® Located in the northeastern
part of the Mediterranean Sea
is the 160-milelong island
known as Cyprus, the island
long ago visited for missionary
purposes by Barnabas and
Paul. Today Cyprus has a
population of about 492,000
These people were awakened
one morning (9/10), not by an
alarm clock, but by a jolt.
Shortly after dawn broke, the
whole island was shaken from

end to end, Many bersons were
tumbled from their beds, some
being buried by falling debris.
The first giant shock of the
earthquake- severely damaged
‘the Paphos area, where whole
villages were flattened. The vil-
lages of Stroumbi and Kithasi
had virtually no houses left
standing. About 40 persons
were kitled; 100 suffered severe
injuries. Cyprus has an ancient
history, but this was the worst
earthquake in all the island’s
history.

Greece Reporis on Earthquake
@ When the Greek pgovern-
ment published a report (9/9)
on the extent of the earth-
quake damage in the Ionian
{slands, the figures showed a
known death toll of 424, The
injured were placed at 1,032
and the islandg’ -population of
92,726 was largely without shel-
ter. The earthquake went down
as the worst In Greece's mod-
ern history.

‘Signifieance of Eartlgualoes

® It is not unmeaningtul that
lands such as Greece and Cy-
prus have had thelr worst
earthgquakes. A careful look at
history will reveal the fact
that since 1914 the death rate
and the number of earthquakes
have heen greatly accelerated.
The meaning? Christ Jesus,
the greatest prophet, foretold
that the sign for his second
presence and the end of this
system of things would Include
global wars and “food short-
ages and earthquakes in one
place after another.” (Mat
thew 24:7, 8 New World
Trans.) The foretold slgn is
now visible, every part of it,
including the earthquakes “in
one place after another.” This
means that we are in the “last
days,” the time when Jehovah
will shortly release his wrath
upon this wicked world and
shake it terribly, that a new
world of everlasting righteous-
ness may continue forever,
—Isaiah 2:19.

BASIS FOR

BELIEF IN A NEW WORLD
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@ Is your heart sick? Is it heavy under
the weight of woe that is upon this old
world? Would it be made light to know
that the end of uncertainty and fear,
strife and war, disease and death, is
near at hand?

® This may sound too good to be true,
vet we challenge vou to prove it false.
There is solid basis for believing it.
Hearts yearn to believe it, if only minds
can be convinced to accept it.

® Is your mind free? Is it open to be
convinced? Or is it closed by natiomal
or racial or religious prejudice? If you
are not blinded by prejudice, if your
mind is open to reason, you will want
to read the 64-page booklet

Belief in a New World, Wk

done s0, you will have a comv

for belief in a righteous ne~

® The booklet may be hs

5 cents a copy, or 7 copies f
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117 ADAMS ST,

Please send me [J {one copy, Se); [J (seven coples, 25c) coples of
Basis for Belief in o New World.
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VALUABLE LIBRARY ADDITIONS

€ New World Translation of the Hebrew Scriptures,

Genesis to Ruth, 864 pages. In modern English, this
edition contains extensive footnotes, more +than
31,000 cross references, a valuable appendix, maps
and drawings. Bound in green leatherette, Size:
7 5/18” x 57 x 7/8”. Only $1.50 a copy.

€ New World Translation of the Caristian Greek Serip-

tures, Matihew to Revelation, 800 pages. More than
27,000 cross references; footnotes, appendix and
maps. You will find it delightful reading. Boung in
groen leatheretie. Size: 7 5/16”" x5”x3/4”. Only
$1.50 a copy.

world Bible study aid of 22 chapters. This book is
illustrated, with chart of outstanding historical
dates, and subject 2and scripture indexes. It holds
new hepe for a better world. Dark-blue binding.
Size: 7 5/167.x 4 7/8" x 7/,8”. Culy B0 cents o eopy.
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