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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are abla to keep you awnks to the vital issues
of our times must be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests.
“Awakel” has no fetters. It recognizes facts, faces facts, 18 free to
publish facts, It is not bound by political ambitions or obligations; it 1s
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be tro on; it 1s
unprejudiced by traditional creeds, This journal keeps itself free that
it may speak freely to you. But i does not abuse its freedom. It
maintains integrity to truth. ~

“Awnaka[" uses the regular news channels, but 1s not dependent on
them. Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations.
From the four corners of the earth their uncensored, on-the-scenes
reports come to you through these columns, This journal’s viewpoint
is not narrow, but I8 international, ¥t is read in many nations, in many
languages, by persona of all ages. Through its pages many: fields of
knowledge pass in review—government, commerce, religion, history,
geography, science, social conditions, natural wonders—why, its cover-
ade 18 as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens,

“Awske " pledges itself o righteous principles, to exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting
mourners and atrer:r%thening those disheartened by the failures of a
delinquent world, retlecting sure hope for the estabﬁ‘shment of & right-
eous New World,

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by réading “Awakel”
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“Now it is high time lo owoke.”
=bussen 131:11

Vilume XXX IV

Broockiyn, M. Y., Octaber B, 1883

Number 18

“AWAKE!” Is Thirty-four

te ISDOM of the right order is es-
sentlal to the welfare and happi-

ness of mankind.” Thus, on October 1,
191§}, began the first article in the fArst
isgue of The Golden Age, the forerunner of
this magazine. Thirty-four years later, and
with approximately B70 issues, Adwake!
holds as Qrmly as ever to its duty of pro-
viding that wisdom. The Golden Age and
118 two successors, Consolation and Awake!
have been blessed with an excellent oppor-
tunity to provide it, for they have had no
commercial interesats at heart, no political
anbitions or vbligations, have been bound
hy no fetters, have remained free to pub-
lish focts, have remained unhampered by
the whims of udvertisers and have been
unprejudiced by traditional creeds or na-
tional rivalrics. Yet, though being able to
speak freely, they have not abused that
freedom, but have held firmly to the truth.
An announcement that preceded the first
issue of The Golden Age said: “Many won-
derful events are transpiring today, all of
which have a Scriptural meaning. The
magazine will carry these current events,
together with the Scriptural explanation
of the same, . . . The purpose of the maga-
Zlhe {a to make announcerment to the world
that the Golden Age i at hand and the
hope is by this means to hind up the bro-
ken hearted and to comfort those that
mourn and turn the minds of the people to
the Lord.” It gave consolation to its read-
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ers and awakened them to the serinusnesa
of our times and to the necessity of doing
gomelhing aboul (hem.

It mainiained a firin hold on its misslon,
and was enthusiastically received. By the
time the second 1ssue was off the press
aboul 20,000 sulscribers were already on
the liat. Published every nther Wedncesdoy,
it contrasted the present ape with the con-
ditions that will prevail under God’s king-
dom. Bible lectures were published; 'Bible
gquestions were answered, The growth and
thoroughness of the Christian activity of
Jehovah's witnesses were shown.,

On Septernber 29, 1920, a speclal Issue
(No. 27) was published to the extent of

‘four million copies, to expose the fantasatic

persceution of true Chrigtians, even in the
United States, during 1917-19. It named.
the overt acts committed, gave proof of
them, and even showed who among the
clergy were involved. The account of radio
censorship in the [nited States was given;
religious myths were expased. For eighleen
years The Golden Age did its job, and did
it well

Then, October 6, 1937, a new magazine,
Comsolation, replaced it. With the change
in title came a change in format. Its page
size was reduced and made more con-
venient. A colored cover was introduced
for the first time, and improvements In
typography incresased ils eye-appeal. It
rhampioned the rights of Chriatians when-

3



ever these were trampled on by anyone—

the public press, religious leaders, the po-

litleal or commercial interests. It reported
outstanding legal battles that kept the door
open for the preaching of “this good news
of the kingdom” and that firmly estab-
lished your religious freedom. It exposed
the backers of the totalitarian powers;
stood out boldly for the truth; publicized
the stand of Jehovah’s withesses, who re-
fused to bow down to manmade images
and refused regimentation that would take
them away from their God-given assign-
ment. Special articles in 1945 and 1946
heralded the victory and triumph of thou-
sands of Jehovah's wilnesses over the Ger-
man concentration camps.

Further, it published many articles of
interest on education, science, travel and
geography. Much pertinent Seriptural
counsel was contained within its pages, and
it served a very definite place in the lives
of th¢se who really wanted to know what
was back of current distress.

'Then, after nine years of faithful serv-
ice, Consolation became Awake! Again,
with the change the magazine took a major
stride forward. In eighteen years (1919-
193T) The Golden Age reached a total cir-
culation of 46,000,000 copies. In just half
that time (1937-1946) 57,500,000 copies of
Consolation were distributed. But dwake!
now has a circulation of 1,150,000 copies
an issue, which, every twenty months,
equals the total 18-year circulation of The
Golden Age! America’s largest Protestant
magazine has a circulation just over 600,-
000: the largest Catholic pericdical, T68,-
000. Awake! exceeds both. Certainly many
are reading it, recognizing its value.

Why such circulation? Awakel’s first
article, “Wake Up, World!"' August 22,
1946, described the present twentieth cen-

tury as a synthetic, atom-smashing, Jjet-
propelled, radar-controlled, electronic
world headed for the ditch of destiuction
because of its failure to be awake to the
real issues confronting mankind. This was
not to be the type of magazine that would
tell you everything is getting better and
better, It is a magazine for people who
think; for those who, while wanting in-
teresting reading, also want facts instead
of just entertainment. As its predecessors
were, it is published by Jehovah’'s wit-
nesses, but it certainly is not read by just
them, for iis circulation is more than
double the number of Jehovah's witnesses
there are in the world!

If you want a magazine that tells the
truth about a situation, no matter whose
toes are stepped on, Awake! offers its serv-
ices. Not everyone is pleased by its facts,
for it lets the chips fall where they may,
in religion as well as in politics. It might
at times strike one of your pet ideas. But,
if so0, its purpose is not to antagonize you,
but to stir you to very pointed and careful
thought on the matter. If you prefer the
truth to sugar-coating, if you are willing
to accept firmly corroborated and thor
oughly documented facts, then continue
reading Awake!

Awake! is not concerned with pleasing
everyone. It puts reliability ahead of popu-
larity. It prints the truth to aid, not to
offend or anger, and for this reason its
circulation is expanding by leaps and
bounds, for it provides to those who wish to
he awakened the service of being alerted
to the seriousness of our times. Are you
one of such? Then Awake! will be pleased
to continue serving you as it and its prede-
cessors have served, throughout the past
34 years, hundreds of thousands, yes,
millions who are of like mind.

Pay constant attenfion fo yourself and fo your feaching, Bltay by these things,
for by doing this you will save both yourself and those whao listen to vou.
—1 Timothy 4:16, New Warld Trans.
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SOUTH

By "Awnke!” carmaspandant in Sovih Africa

T THE conclusion of the sceond world

war, the Unlon of Soulh Africa, ac-
customed to lliwe semiobscurity accorded
to countries small in the counsels of the
nations, was bewildered and embarrassed
to find herself a center of world inter-
est and dehate, 'The notlons cast critical
eves upon her racial policies and at every
session of the United Nationa grganiza-
tion uttered sententious phrases of con-
demnatlon and advice. In the 6{-nation
Special Political committee in November,
1952, South Africa was specifically accused
of “threatening the peace of the world by
persisting with its policies of political, so-
cial and economic diserimination between
black and while.”

Much of the criticism leveled at South
Africa was well founded. Much of it, the
bitterest, betrayed a lack of an elementary
understanding of the South Afriean scene.
The popular picture of white Spulh Afri-
cans as ruthless oppressors and exploiters
of their nonwhite fellows is mostly myth-
ical. The plain {ruth is that white South
Africans have on their hands the most
complex racial problem in the world, [or
which there is no easy or obvious solution.

South Africa is a land of sunshine and
genial climatg, erratic rainfall and poor
soil, a land of wide open spaces, and a few
bustling cities whose prosperity is inti-
mately linked with the fantastic gold mines
of the Witwatersrand. Excluding the dis-
puted territory of South-West Afriea, its
areg is 472,550 square miles—more than
five times the total area of Great Britain.

GCTOBER 8, 1983

ce Pﬂ)b‘&l‘ﬂs and Poh Cies

A muoliiracial society gropes after n formula
for racial poace

AFRICA

In this expanse live 12,600,000 people, of
every shade of colar from white to black,

speaking a dozen different languages and

in stages of development varying from the
most advanced culture of the West to hear
barbarism. The essentjal problem of South
Africa is to reconcile these differcnces in
a single nation, '

White South Africans number 2,640,000.
Of these a slight preponderance apesk
Afrikaans, a language essentially South
African, developed from Duich. Most of
the rest have English as their home lan-
guage, Closest to these “Europeans' on
the color wheel are the “Coloureds,” South
Africans of mixed ancestry, with an infu-
sivn of white higod, who number neaxly
1,000,000, Next come the 323,000 Indians,
and the last and largest group are the na-
live Africans, the Bantu, who number
£,500,000. The white man rules. The nan-
whites have alinost ho legal power tO SWay
the acts of government, |

The indignation, not always righteous or
disinterested, of the nutside world, and the
conscience of white South Africa itself,
madc more uneasy by the rising tide of
complaint from its nonwhite subjects, have
made duhious the ethical rightness of
such an order, which for 300 years has had
the force of a religions dogma in South
Africa. White South Africuns are almaest
unanimous that such an order cannot much
longer be maintained. What order can re-
place it without destroying white civiliza-
tion in southern Afriea is the prescnt hone
of bitter contention in South Africun poli-
tics,
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The Baniu

South Afrlca’s Indian problem, by virtue
of its superior articulateness and the sup-
port of mother India, has tended to receive
disproportionate attention whenever South
Africa’s racial policies are denounced in
holy anger. The Indian problem is indeed
an ugly sore crying to be healed. But South
Africa’s basic color problem is not what to
do with her 323,000 Indians, nor how o
satisfy the just aspirations of her one mil-
lion semiwhites, but what to do with the
84 million Bantu within her borders. South
Africa’s whole color policy is conditioned
by this fact and this fear: 80 per cent of
her population is black; if the color bar is
breached, what new dike can stop a black
flood from overflowing and destroying the
civilization with which white men have
displaced the wilderness?

The Bantu are not Negroes, although an
infusion of Negro blood in the remote past
has given thern many typically Negro char-
acteristics—flat noses, thick lips and short,
curly, peppercorn hair. As far as histo-
~ rians have been able to®determine, their
original home was somewhere near the
equatorial highlands of East Africa. Some
hundreds of years ago they began a leisure-
ly migration southward, moved by pressure
of population, tribal wars and the depreda-
tions of Arab slave raiders. Their arrival
and settlement in the northern and east-
ern parts of what is now South Africa co-
incided closely with the white man’s ar-
rival in the southwestern corner of that
land. Dutchmen and Bantu were in South
Africa together for nearly a hundred years
before their vanguards, moving in opposite
directions, made contact. Rivals for the
same prize, representatives of societies at
opposite ends of the cultural scale, their
meeting led inevitably to war. For one hun-
dred years white men and black men
fought each other sporadically, until the
subjugation of the black man was complete.

6

The beginming of the period of subjuga-
tion saw the Bantu scattered thinly over
a great area comprising the best grasslands
of South Africa. The end of the period saw
him compressed into reserves a fraction
of the size of his previous spacious habitat.
And here a seal was set upon South African
Native policy. From henceforth the Bantu
was to be regarded as an inhabitant of the
reserves. There he could live in a fore-
shortened tribal society, with the white
man exercising paternal oversight. Outside
the reserves and particularly in the white
man’s cities he would be a stranger with-
out rights, He might enter those cities tem-
porarily to minister to the white man’s
needs, but his residence would be a toler-
ated one, to which could be attached no
privileges of citizenship. To this day this
principle remains the essence of South
African Native policy and legislation. The
breakdown of that principle has left South
Africa floundering in a sea of uncertainty,
anxiety and conflicting counsel.

Two factors contributed to the break-
down: the steady, inexorable increase in
Bantu numbers, and the white man’s in-
satiable need for black labor for his mines
and industries. Unlike the Australian abo-
rigines and the North American Indian, the
Bantu has not followed what an Australian
governor called the “natural progress of
the aboriginal race toward extinction.”
Pressure of population in the reserves soon
became evident. At the same time a vacuum
was formed in the European areas. The
discovery of diamonds and then of pold
brought to South Africa capital, industrial-
ization and the need for labor. The nature
of the diamond and gold mines necessitated
that much of that labor should be cheap.
The abundant cheap labor pressing at the
bounds of the reserves Alowed in to fill the
vacuum. Today 3,000,000 Africans live in
tribal reserves. Nearly twice that number
live in European areas. South Africa re-

AWAKE!



ceived ar itmnigration from within, and
her Immigrants were black. The present
crisis is provoked by s demand an the one
hand and a refusal on the other o recog-
nize that that immigratlon has taken place
and that it is permanent.

Policies and Problems

White South Africans are fundamentally
divided on the issue. The Nationalist party,
presently in power, recognizes that the
immigration has taken place, but refuses
to aceept Its permanence. It apartheid
program demands that the immigrants
be sent back the way they came. It con-
tends that the mingling of white and
black in one social, economic and political
system iz good for neither white nor black.
Tts declared alm s the construction of two
separate societies in South Africa, one
white and one black, each dcveloping along
its own llnes and acvcording to its own
ability. Its plan is hasically the restoration
and extension of the principle that the
home of the Bantu is in the reserves, and
that in the Furopean areas he haa neither
rights nor claims nor permanent dwelling.

As a plan for racial peace and security
aparihoid has much emotional appeul
among white South Africans, Opponents
of the plan declare it to be based ypon
wishful thinklng and impossible of execu-
tion, The TUnited party, chief of the
opposition, proposed as an alternative to
apartheid a policy of qualilied integration,
the recognition that economic integration
of black and white has taken place, that
in the economic system of the Union black
and white as permanent urban dwellers
are easential t0 each other. The quallfica-
tion is that sociual integration shall not take
place. White racial integrity is to be safe-
guarded by the continuance and extenslon
of the principles of local residential and
social segregation, which have always been
a feature of South African urban life, Na.
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tonalists declare emphatically wmav sueh
safepuards are not enough, that in such a
society political rights amd privileges mmst
eventually be granted to black men, to the
ultimate extinction of white leadership and
rulership In Africa.

Upon the guestion of granting political
rights to black men both plans are dis-
creetly vague. In effect both plans embody
the conception of the white man, acting
under different circumstances, a3 an €n-
lightened trustee for hls black wards. But
both plans continually beg the question as
to what is to happen when the wards come
of age. Many of those wards are of age
right now and are demanding recognition
of their intellectual adulthood.

Much wrong thinking is occasioned by
envisaging the Bantu as a homogeneous
whole. In South Africa the Bantu are divid-
ed Jinguistically into four major groups,
the Ngoni, the Sutho, the Venda and the
Tonga. Each group cunstilutes a separate
nation whose language is completely for-
eign to the other three. Each group Is again
divided Inio many tribes, speaking differ-
ent dialects and traditionally antagonistic
to one another,

In the reserves the Bantu is little re-
moved from his anclent tribalism. In the
urban areas he is found in intellectual con-
ditions of great variety. Many are scarcely
superior to their tribal cousins. Most of
them still have their thought processes
rooted in the sanctions, superstltions and
tradltions of the tribe. But an increasing
upper layer is working steadily toward in-
tellectual equality with the white man. And
the Intellectual attainments of some few
proclaim their attainment of such equality.
In this confusion and complexity the white
man clings Lo the color bar as a weapon of
self-preservation. It is less than fair to say

he does so ruthlessly. The plain truth is

he does not know what else to do.
The coler bar operates in three ways:
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soclally, politically and economically. The
Coloureds and Indians find all three opera-
tions galling and intolerable. But aside
from the upper strata of African intellec-
tuals, the Bantu masses know little and
care less concerning social and political
color bars. It is the economic color bar that
presses most upon them and galls them to
resentment, The strictures of the economic
color bar, with just one exception, are un-
written. Their force stems from traditional
European color attitudes. European trade
unions are the main vehicle for their appli-
cation. Their effect is to prevent the Afri-
can from obtaining skills-and to confine
him to low-pay unskilled labor. Their basis
is the European’s fear of economic compe-
tition from cheap, “uncivilized” labor.

The most violent Bantu resentment, how-
ever, is reserved for the group of regula-
tions known as the “Pass Laws.” The most
sober and moderate European opinion de-
clares these regulations to be based in
necessity. It is contended that abolition of
the Pass Laws would react unfavorably to
the Africans themselves. But the black man
loathes the multiplicity of documents that
he must ecarry on his person and that a po-
lice officer may demand to see at any time.
The African passive resistance movement
of 1952 was directed primarily against the
Pass Laws.

Riot, Arson and Murder

Those who know the Bantu predicted:

that the passive resistance movement
would result eventually in violence. In
October-November, in the cities of Port
Elizabeth, East London and Kimberley,
Africans erupted suddenly in violence and
sickening, primitive savagery. The riots
were plainly antiwhite, and followed the
same pattern at each place. Public build-
ings built by white enterprise imn Native
areas, even though those buildings were for
Bantu pleasure or education, were burned.
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The riots came at a time when South
African Native policy was at the cross-
roads. South Africa faced a general election
early in 1953 and the main election issue
was the color policy. (See October 22
Awake! for a report on the election.) Liber-
als declare that the riots had their roots
in repressive legislation, bad housing and
the government’s declared determination
to implement its apartheid policy. The gov-
ernment replies pointedly that all three
centers in which the riots exploded are
strongholds of liberal opinion and action.
Port Elizabeth particularly is noted for its
liberal local Native policy. Within its
boundaries the Bantu are subjected to a
minimum of restriction and control, and
its New Brighton Township, scene of the
riots, is declared to be the most modern,
progressive and attractive Native housing
scheme in southern Africa. These facts
have strengthened the government in its
denunciation of liberalism as a policy unfit
for application in South Africa. Its de-
clared intention is to arm itself at the next
session of Parliament with increased pow-
ers to act against agitators and “resisters.”
Passive resisters declare their determina-
tion to carry on their campaign, and they
are now being joined actively by European
sympathizers.

Amid the babble of conflicting counsel,
charge and countercharge, many South
African religious leaders are contending in-
sistently that the basic need is to Chris-
tianize the Native. This, of course, is true.
It is equally true that the white man him-
self stands in need of being Christianized.
The handful of Christians in South Africa,
of all colors, rejoice to know that Christ
the King will himself shortly remove the
affairs of South Africa, and of the entire
earth, from the hands of foolish, fearful,
selfish men and will fill the earth with the
fruit of righteousness, which is peace.

AWARKE!?



NATIONAL ELECTION
CAPTURES ITALIAN MIND

By '‘Awckal” correapondent in lHaly

QR the second time since the death of
fascism, Italy took itself to the polis to
express its views on sclf-government. It
had experlenced the liberly of & free elec-
tion in 1948 and was eager to make its
wishes known onec more last June 7 and 8.
In 1948 the elections themselves showed
much insight into the Italian political trend
of thought. Among the multitude of peolit-
ical parties born und reborn following the
war only two seemed strong: the Demo-
Christians and the Comtmumist party. The
Christlun Democrats put the Italian voters
on the horns of a dilemma: “Italy wiil be
Demo-Christian or it wlll be Communist.”
- It began to Intimidate the other parties
with the prospect of their dissolution, In
case of absolute victory of the Communists.
The lactics worked well, and the Christian
.democrats with De Gasperl won,

What have been the results? Has the
exlsting government been able to solve its
problems? Ugo Lo Malfa, affillated with
the Italian Republican party, in his article
eptitled “Touch-and-Gn in Ttaly,” which
appcarced in the Janyary issue of Foreign
Affairs, sn American quarterly review,
summed up the situation guite well:

“Italy’'s fundamental problem is still
what il was at the tiine of national unifica-
tion—a problem of glaring eqntrasts. The
manifestations of a long-standing culture
stand besjde the evidences of long-standing
poverty. On the one hand are such pro-
gressive provinces a5 Piedmont and Lom-
bardy: on the other, the island of Sardinia.
. .. The north ia now heavily industrialized.
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There are eflicient mechanized farms, rail-
ways, and shipping lines with international
ramifications, enterprising businessmen,
workers with high technical tralning—and
also with a heritage of acute class con-
sciousness. The south has g backward agri-
cultural economy, communications pre
lacking, towns and villapes are leclated;
there are magses of uuskilled laborers and
listless upper and middle classes whose
membern rely on government subsidies and
government jobs, Vasl inequalities of in-
come make for the existence of two very
different Italys, both in one political body.

“In southern Italy in 1950 the average
individual income was no more than §115a
year. There were 7 automobiles and 35
radios to every 1,000 inhahitants and o
correspondingly low consumption of food
and expendituros for clothing and for ferti-
lizer to yrow food. In the north there werce
131.4 industrial workers to cvery 1,000 in-
habitants in 1938 and 133.4 in 1951, while
in the soulh the number went down frem
46 per 1,000 to 40, thercby worsening a
situation that was already bad enough. As
a result, 17,000,000 sauth 1taliahs do not
constitute a domoestic market that any-
where nearly corresponds to their number.
Their extreme poverty and lack of skill at
any particular trade means widespread un-.
cmployment and the multiplication of petty
middlemen whose profits prevent any in-
crease of consumption.”

It cannot be denied Lhat great steps have
beenn made by the Demo-Christlans in re-
habilitating the country, On every hand,
especially in the north, are to be seen new
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factories and hundreds of new apartment
houses. The ravages and scars of war are
almost removed and forgotten as these
new structures rise out of the destruction.
The big complaint, however, especially in
the south, is that the vast majority of the
people, even though they may be employed,
cannot afford to rent or buy these new
dwelling places. This seems evident when
one recalls that the average individual in-
come is only §$115 per year. One has but to
look at the hundreds of families in the big
cities of the south living in one room, and
not too large at that, for a family of from
five to ten or more children. With such
conditions still widespread there was fertile
soil for the seeds of communisin to take
root, and this they had not neglected to do.

The Campaign

Naturally, these conditions set the stage
for the some fifty days of political mud-
slinging that seems to be common to all

political elections. The Italian takes his

politics very seriously. He may not have
all the facilities of the American to pro-
mote his political views, such as the latest
innovation—television—-but what he lacks
in this he makes up for in zeal and fervor in
his own methods of campaigning. Italy is
ideally suited for the barnstorming political
campaign with its hundreds of huge piazze,
or sguares, that can accommeodate upward
of 100,000 people, it is claimed. During the
nearly two months of the election battle
these squares could be seen sometimes
Alled to capacity, sometimes with only a
handful of stragglers, depending on the
considered importance of the speaker, lis-
tening to the renewed promises of the
Demo-Christians to continue the progress
they clalmed to have made; or listening to
the Communists denouncing the Demo-
Christians for the legge truffa, or trick law.

This was the law that granted a pre-

mium of extra seats to the party or coali-
10

-tion that won 50.01 per cent of the total

votes in the popular elections. It was the
passage of this law through the Senate in
March that had given occasion to certain
unruly members to incite & riot on the
Senate floor. Bltter words were hurled,
names were called, but more substantial
things like chair cushiong and bundles of
papers were thrown at President of the
Senate Ruini for his responsibility in per-
mitting the passage of this law. One jour-
nalist expressed his opinion that perhaps
the record of the parliament of possibly no
other country had ever reported a more
violent or passionate sitting than this one.
According to the Christian Democrats this
law was.solely to make possible a strong
majority in order to form a stable govern-
ment, otherwise there might be three
equally strong powers with no one able to
form a government. According to the other
parties of the opposition it was a trick on
the part of the Demo-Christians to main-
tain themselves in power.

Not to be overlooked in all the adver-
tising and campaigning was the liberal use
of billboards and posters. No building of
any size or description was safe from being
thoroughly plastered with every conceiv-
able type of poster illustrating or condemn-
ing one or the other of the many sides of
this electoral battle.

As the final week mpproached and the
heat of battle was getting stifling, greater
evidence of religious pressure brought to
bear on the voters was Seen as every day
new supplies of handbills and leaflets ap-

‘peared on the streets advising Catholics

like this: “Who votes for the parties of the
left contributes to the preparation of days
of grief for the Church and for the Father-
land.” “Who votes for the parties of the
right or for other opposition lists favors

indirectly the victory of the parties of the
left,” The speeches and debates finally
reached their climax on Friday, June 5,
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when De Gasperl and Togllatti, the Com-
munist choice, gave their concluding ex-
hortations at Rome.

At last the greatest political campaign
in Italy's modern history had drawn to a
close. The voters must have time to catch
thdlr breath and consider at lelsure once
ana for all the final lsgues involved. Did
they want Lo go along with the Christian
Demacrats and give them s further chanee
to put their policles and program inlo prac-
tice? Had comnmunism grown to the extent
that it could carry a great cncugh strength
of voters to control the government and
put its promised “equality of the workers”
into effect? Where did the monarchists and
the Neo-laseists stand in the minds of the
Ttalian electors? Saturday was a day void
of campaigning; the voter had t¢ have a
day of guiet in which to make up his mind,
hecattse tomorrow he must vote. It was
the low!

The Results

Sunday, June 7, the BIG pay, dawned
with torrential rainstorms throughout most
of Italy; but Lhis did not serve to dampen
the political spirits of the Italians. They
went to the polls almost thirty million
strong wilh an oulcome hat is now a2 mat-
ter of history. The Demo-Christians failed
in thelr efforts to win 50.01 per cent of the
total popular votes, with the result that
they did not gain their deaired premium
of exira seats with their coalilion of Lthe
other center parties. The final tabttlation
showed a majority for the eenter parties’
coalition of 303 seals out of 590 total in
the Chamber of Deputies, giving the oppo-
sition parties 287 scats; while in the Senate
Lhe Demno-Christians won 125 seats out of
a possible 237, of eourse together with
their allics. This gave the opposition 112
seats in the Senate.

From these results it is evident thal a
form of democracy will conlinue [or =

O0OTUBER 8, 1063

while in Italy, as the people have expressed
thelr desire to have it so. But it nmust b=
reallzed that wvarlous opposing factions
have gained in power. No, Italy did not go
Communist. nor fasclst agaln, nor even
monarchist, not even with the ground-
gaining accomplishments of these move-
ments. More than ever can be expected the
bickering and guarreling that has taken
place before in parliament pa eaich party
continues to seek lts own interests.

1lowever, granted that a democratic
form of covernment, generully speaking,
has managed to hold a slippery grip on the
reing, will this type of government ever
be able to starmp out once und for all the
misery that yet exists in many of the blg
cities of southern Italy? Will It be able fo
bring to an end the counUess crimes and
the delinquency that still exist in every
part of the country? Will It be able to
empty the hospitals and sanitarlums of’
their suffering sick and crippled? Wil it
restore the hopelessly poverty-stricken to
the polnt of being able to hold their heads
up and not have to beg their nelghbors for
a crust of bread? Will it or any other hu~
man government be able to bring the Ital-
ian people to the atate where each one
wants to treat his neighbor as he would
be treated?

Thousands of sincere, honest Italians
are coming to the conclusion that neither
the Christian Democrats, nor the monarche-
ists, nor the Communisis, nor any of the
other political movemenis of any nation of
the world can bring about the desired ad-
justment of these conditions. Only the pow-
er of the Almlghty God can and will rectify
the countless injustices that still exiat in
Italy. Only his power can bring to an end
the heated woards and blows of the political
battle. Only under the perfect thecocratic
government of God will man be able to
find the answers to his perplexing problems.
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By @ Wnuhinwor Soclety

mistionary in Sovth Africo

E ENTERED the gates of Kruger

National Game Reserve late in the
afternoon. Upon driving the five miles to
the rest camp called Pretoriuskop, where
we were to stay the three nights, we came
in contact with our first truly wild life.
Dazzling stripes glared at us through the
tallish grass as zebra by the dozens merged
and emerged in and out of the herd. Just
"as plentiful were the darker, more stalky
"looking wildebeest, also of the horse fam-
ily. We became acquainted with the beau-
tiful little impala, a reddish-toned cousin
of the deer.

It was hilly country and the vegetation
was plentiful, though not tropical. It is in
the subtropical zone and there is & variety
of types of trees with little underbrush in
most places, though tall grass is in abun-
dance—a natural protection for most of its
inhabitants. In the distance we could see
the cluster of rondawels, the round, brick
homes with genuine thatched roofs, pat-
terned after the native hut, that are the
homes of rich and poor alike while guests
at Kruger National Park. They are ex-
tremely accommodating in the hot weath-
er, as the high, thatched roofs have a cool-
ing effect. They are placed mostly in a cir-
cular arrangement, with a huge outdoor
brick fireplace in the center, and which
fireplace is constantly at your disposal. It
is kept in condition by a group of very
gentlemanly native boys, mostly of the
Mashangana tribe. There are public wash-
rooms, showers, a well-equipped store and
a separate “Tea Room,” which serves ex-

12

e cellent meals if one
is not up to barbe-
cuing his own,

Cne soon catches
onto the traditional
schedule of rising at
A 4 am. to get out on
¥4 the road as soon as
" possible, From then
till about 6 or 7 all the animals are on the
hunt for breakfast, or should I say the
daily meal. When breakfast is over you
see them relaxing in the grass near the
roadside til! about 8, when the heat of the
subtropics drives them Into seclusion. One
might as well siesta until 4 p.m., when it
begins to cool and they show themselves
again. But back to stalking the prey.

You might be driving behind three or
four leopards that find the dirt road an easy
place to walk, until they catch a scent. They
lope along with a slow, easy gait, their
long tails swinging nonchalantly, looking
back at you occasionally as if to say: “If
you don’t like it, you can take another
road.” Suddenly they become restless and
alert and one by one head slowly off the
road and disappear. At this point I received
a not very friendly row of white teeth as
I snapped a picture of one spotty when we
drew up side by side with him.

Having lost the leopards you begin scan-
ning the trees and grass to see what else
you can locate in famous Kruger Park’s
zoo-land. A couple of hyenas slink across
the road, then herds of impala gracefully
span the road with one leap, and with the
little baby “Walt Disney”’ impalas follow-
ing so nervously, Steenbok, wildebeest,
waterbok, and more impala. Suddenly one
comes across a group of tawny bodies in
relaxation, with Leo himself watching over
his wives and little ones, his huge, shapgpy
mane a threat to any intruder in this lions’
den. At one point one of the she-lions rolled
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gracefully over an
her hack, stretch-
ing out her paws
tummy as if to
say, "Come on
over and tickle
my ribs.”

These animals are at home here, the
boundaries of the park mark their prop-
erty, and they view with absolute apathy
thege “iron intruders.” Perhaps the odor of
oil and gasoline blots out any trace of hu-
man blaod, but they seem to have ne fear
of the iron Intruder, which seems also to
mnind its own business.

One of the “musts” one musl see while
in Kruger Park is the elephant. ile, in the
true sense of the word, 1s the king of the
beasts, and the most dangervus und feared
of jungleland, rivaled only perhaps by the
rhinoceros, At the best of tlmes he plays
arvund by upruoling trees of a fair size,
but when he is angered, anything in his
way has to glve way to hils venpeance. Il
there v a herd of angry elephants, even
& mntor car would soon be pulverized un-
der the tread of about g 16-inch “‘puw.”
Hence e solemnn warning ‘Beware of the
elephant,” as you enter his domain. One
docs not have to travel very far before
realizing that this is Mr, Elephant’s play-
ground. The ground is covered with whole
dend trees, while major paris of other
trees hang down lifeless. For miles one
seed this silent testimony that this is pri-
vate property.

We looked long and in vain for the cul-
prit, though, and stalked him as diligently
a3 Leo stalks his prey, all to no avail. Big
as he is, he has a way of blending into the
trunks of large trees as a camonflage. Not
that the animals here choosc to remain
hidden from our view, because they simply
do not seem to care whether you are lovk-
Ing at them or not and would generally not
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bother with you unless extremely hungry
or angered. And the chances of thelr belng
extrermnely hungry are slim, there belng
plenty of thelr type of food In this 900-
square-mile park,

While searching for the elephant, my
eyes came across a terribly tall, rather
spotted-looking type of tree, which, upon
closcr scrutiny, proved to be a giraffe.
Mr. Giraffe is only 18 feet tall, if yon please.
Why, there are some types of trees here
that he cannot quite look over! His mate
reachies a more humble 15 feet, while baby
has to diet an the more lowly ghruln The
giraffe has not much natural defense other
thun his height {(which is nnt to be over-
looked, however), exeopt a terrifie kick In
his hind legs, which evenn Mr. Lion steers
clear of. We watched him nibble at the top
leaves of all the trees. He was quite oblivi-
ous to our presence, though his mate quiet-
ly kept her eye on us the whole time,

Then our attention was drawn away by
a troop of monkeys, the largest of which
cam? right up to the car with both hands
begging for food. Baby hung onto mom-
my’s tummy as she scampered along, or
sometimes scurrled around to her back.
It either position she seemed at home.

After a visit to the home of our thick-
skinned friend, the hippopotamus, you are
ready to barbecue your supper, then dive
into your litle rondawel till 4 a.m. ralls
around again. A couple of days in this glo-
rious land where nature can display with
pride her dust- -
less, shabby-
less, sleek-bod-
fed crealures
makes one re-
alize Lhat we
are the ones
behind bars,
we are the ones
in the zoo.




By “Awuke!"” correspond-
ent in Germany
and Halti

HE Mardi Gras

is a religious
carnival shrouded
in pagan antiquity. Its king is the king
of all carnival kings—Rex, Lord of Mis-
rule. And its god, Comus, is depicted in
late Greek and Roman mythology as the
god of festive joy and mirth. The time for
this celebration in cities or countries pri-
marily under Roman Catholic dominance
iz just before “Ash Wednesday,” which is
the beginning of the Roman Catholic forty-
day Lenten season. Originally the season
celebration began with New Year’'s Day
and terminated with parades, pageantry
and a ball on “Shrove Tuesday,” which is
“called in French Mardi gras, ‘Fat Tues-
day,’ in allusion to the fat ox which is cere-
moniously paraded through the streets,”
and which is still observed in Haiti and
some South American countries. However,
today the festivities generally last only
three days. In Spain the carnival lasts four
days, including “Ash Wednesday.” In Rus-
sia the gaieties last a whole week, from
Sunday to Sunday. In Germany it is only
a three-day occasion, known as Fastendien-
stag or “Der Karneval.”

Along the Rhine River section of Ger-
many last year more than three million
persons crowded the streets to take part in
the feasting and merrymaking. Protestants
and Catholics alike joined in the frivolity
and revelry. German austerity gave way
to boisterous laughter, music and dancing.
The atmosphere seemed almost magnetic
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Behind the
MARDI

A pagan celebration popularized by Christendom

GRAS

in the way it attracted and affected the
crowds. On ocrasions the mass of humanity
would form a human pathway through
which the magnificent floats were drawmn.
These floats depicted everything from
scenes of legend and mythology to present-
day political struggles and social needs.

People sang, “Heuie blau, Morgen blau,
Ubermorgen wieder” (“Drunk today, drunk
tomorrow and day after tomorrow drunk
again'’). Arm in arm they swayed back and
forth in time to the music of “Wir kommen
alle, alle in den Himmel” (*“We're all going
to go to heaven”). Another popular song
was, “Wer soll das bezahlen, wer hat das
bestellt?” (“Who's going to pay for it;
who ordered it?”’) The Wiesbadener Ku-
rier, February 17, 1953, stated: *“Wine
flowed in streams down the thirsty threats,
an immense tidal wave of alcohol, taking
captive and leaving individuals in distress-
ful states.”

Despite their predicament the crowds
managed to stand on their feet and dance
to everything, from the music of the Blue
Danube down to the latest on the American
hit parade, Songsters and songstresses
would give out with “Botch-a-me,” or tell
the reveling world about the *Chattanooga
Shoeshine Boy.”

Mardi Gras in Haiti

“Across the Atlantic Ocean on the trop-
ical island of Haiti, we find natives and
tourists performing almost identically
the same festive occasion, Last year the
Mardi Gras began when the monstrous
siren at Port-au-Prince sounded off. Every-
one, from the unassuming peanut vender
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to the dignified political statesman, laid
dewn his work and pressed his way through
the crowded streets toward Champ de
Mars, official rally ground for Haiti’s na-
tional festival. The conventional form of
life became completely paralyzed, business
operations froze, public offices closed down,
educational machinery recessed, Protes-
tant and Catholic Churches postponed their
services or had them on a preceding day,
countryfolk forsook their banana and rice
plantations—almost EVERYONE was ot to
celebrate the Mardi Gras!

Groups of varied sizes formed. Some
were composed of forty members, others
ranged up to several hundred in number.
These group! swept through the streets to
the rhythm of jazz that fllled the air.
Groups of masqueraders carried flags or
ensigns upon which were inscribed the
name oOf a patron saint, such as “‘St.
Jacques,” or a god or goddess designating
their respective bands. Everywhere one
turned he was confronted with the same
eerie jazz, the laughter of crowds, the sing-
ing and swaying of a frenzied mob. Its
effect was so overpowering that even spec-
tators appeared hypnotized by it and slid
into its magnetic rhythm.

Certain groups danced in scanty attire,
their bodies wriggling and twisting to a
suggestive jazz tune. This tantalization
spread like wildfire and affected other
groups, who, whipped yp by the Mardi Gras
spirit, could no longer cohceal their im-
pulses, This suggestive gyrating in scanty
costumes was doubtless what some of
Haiti’s newspapers referred to and de-
nounced as an “indecent and vulgar carni-
val,” and called for “good, clean frolic.”
Whipped into a frenzy the carnival mixed
blood and murder with sex. Groups clashed.
Fists and knives drew blood. On Febru-
ary 18, the Nouvelliste stated that ‘‘two
groups went into it with such ferocity that
police had a difficult time in restoring
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order.” The same paper reported that
twenty were victims of knife slashes and
were sent to the general hospital for treat-
ment, where one died shortly thereafter,

After seventy-two hours of “misrule’”
King Rex, Lord of Misrule, called upon
Comus, the pagan god of drunkenness and
debauchery, and the Mardi Gras, like a
monstrous cyclone that has run its course,
came to an end. The King ordered the court
to partly disrobe and hurl their carnival
apparel into the flames before him. With
that command the final act of the Mardi
Gras took place. Groups danced round
the fire, and as they danced, gesticulating
toward the fire as though the carnival were
a repulsive thing, they tossed their masks
and Mardi Gras apparel into the flames,
The flames, like the celebration, roared
loudly with destructive fury and, llke the
celebration, vanished into oblivion, at least
for another season. The death of the last
live coal symbolized the death of the carni-
val or Mardi Gras.

Its Religious Rackground

But as a casual observer one might be
prone to ask; Wherein lies the religious
significance of this holiday or festival?
Since it is celebrated throughout Christen-
dom, does it have its origin with Christ,
or his apostles, or his disciples? Does the
Bible sanction the celebration of the Mardi
Gras? Discussing the origin of the carnival
or Mardi Gras, the Deutscher Kurier for
February 14, 1953, stated: “In the most
ancient times it was the custom of some
folk at the end of winter to celebrate a fes-
tival of unrestrained gaiety. . . . A magnifi-
cently equipped festival-ship on wheels
was pulled through the holy street (today
floats are used} to the temple of the god
Marduk. The ship-on-wheels can be called
the symbol of this festival, which meant
to greet spring which was drawing near.
At all times and with all folk we find them
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celebrating the gay festival at the end of
winter, In ancient Egypt it was held in the
honor of the geddess Isls, in Greece it ap-
pears at the festival of drunken Dionysos,
it emerges In the wantonness of the Ro-
‘man Saturnalia and returns in the festi-
vals of the Middle Ages throughout Eu-
rope. . . . In the course of time, the Chris-
tian Church picked the heathen spring
festival up and changed it to the beginning
of the Easter season. So out of the Latin
name ‘carrus navalis’ came the word ‘car-
nival’ as a derivation of ‘carne vale’ (flesh;
live well) as a pun by the medieval monks
referring to the ‘meatiess’ Lenten season.”

Alexander Hislop’s The Two Babylons
indicates that the pagan festival was held
in honor of Osiris, through whom Semira-
mis derived all her glory and her claims
to deification. The son, though represented
as a child in his mother’'s arms, was a per-
son of great stature and immense bodily
powers, Classical writers called him Bac-
chus, “the Lamented one.” In course of
time he beecame represented under the
symbol of a fat bull or ox. The custom of
parading a fat bull through the streets or
wearing masks depicting a bull with horns
gtill prevails in the carnivals of Haiti and
Bolivia,

The Encyclopedia Britannica, Eleventh
Editon, Volume V, also associates the car-
nival or the Mardi Gras with Bacchanalian

revelry and the Roman Saturmalia. To

quote: “The last three days preceding
Lent, which in Roman Catholic countries
are given up to feasting and merrymaking,
. . represents a compromise which the
church always inclined to make with pagan
festivals and that the carnival really rep-
resents the Roman Saturnalia. Rome has
ever been the headquarters of carnival,
and though some popes . .. made efforts to
stetn the tide of Bacchanalian revelry,
many of the popes were great patrons and
promoters of carnival keeping.”
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What could be more blasphemous than
to take a pagan holiday with its wanton-
ness, drunkenness and debauchery and
charge it to Almighty God Jehovah? Yet
Christendom does that very thing by her
keeping of this pagan festival, calling it
“Christian,” and the people who join in
the frivolity of the ocecasion are ‘“partners
in erime.” Can you imagine Jesus, or his
apostles, or disciples, or any of the early
Christians (who did not even celebrate
Easter or Lent) whirling through the
streets of Jerusalein, wriggling their bodies
in suggestive ways to the seductive rhythm
of jazz? Can you picture the early Chris-
tians, with drooping lips and blurty eyes,
singing, “Drunk today, drunk tomorrow
and day after tomorrow drunk sgain’?
And then having the audacity to sing,
“We're all going to go t0 heaven”? Only
a perverted and deluded imagination would
allow for such thinking.

It is a BIG LIE for Christendom’s reli-
gions to say that they can transmute pagan
festivals to Christian use. The apostle Paul
said: “Do not become unevenly yoked with
unbelievers. For what partnership do
righteousness and lawlessness have? Or
what fellowship does light have with dark-
ness? Further, what harmony is there be-
tween Christ and Belial? Qr what portion
does a faithful person have with an un-
believer? And what agreement does God's
temple have with idols? . . . ‘Therefore get
out from among them, and separate your-
selves,” says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching
the unclean thing,’ ‘and I will take you in.
‘And I shall be a father to you, and you
will be sons and daughters to me,’ says
Jehovah the Almighty.” (2 Corinthians
6:14-18, New World Trans.) The whole
Mardi Gras or carnival celebration is
Steeped in paganism, and soon at Arma-
geddon Jehovah God will {ireat it as the
disgusting thing that it is. Christians now
shun it.
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By “Awaksl'" corrozpondent tn Denmark

FJ-WITF]RE was 8 day when the people's
faces flushed with horror when some-
one cried, Vikings! Immediately the word
called to memory tall, ferocious-locking
warrlors with huge swords, spears and
fearsome-shaped battle-axes and helmets
wifh horms. These warriors were notorious
along the European shores, eapecially In
France, England and Ireland, durlng the
period betwcen the eighth and the tenth
century.

The viking was a symbot of an intrepid
seafaring man and a skillful sailor, &
hgydened and undaunted soldier. VikIngs
would come in great numbers In dragon-
headed ships, someljmes several hundred
gships at a time, and spread dread and
terror among the inhabitants as they
looted the land. Pegple in fear prayed,
“Save us from the savage Normans!”

What made these men from the North
the bgttling savages that they were? His-
torians point to the fact that Scandinavia
at that time was overcrowded to such an
extent that these countries could not feed
their populations. But even though Scan-
dinavia was densely populated, this could
hardly be the reason for their young sons’
risking their lives on the sea In pursuit of
land and riches. The real cause came fram
the South where Charlemagne expanded
his empire. The war-loving Saxons, who
lived just south of the Danes’ border, re-
sisted Charlemagne’s aubjugatlon, which
TesUited in revolution and war and finally
the annihllation of Saxon rulership.
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ous Wikin

With these happenings south of her hor-
der, the Danes had reasons for becoming
apprehensive, Not only did Charlernagne
now present @ threat to the North as s
military force, but he also isolated them
from the South from where all their goods,
food and raw muterial came. The South
was fllled with mystery and intrigue. There
were tales of riches, beauly and culture,
The Danes were also in fear of losing thelr
independence and manner of worship. So,
cut off by land, the Danes sought the sea.
Young men who sought adventure rallled
around their chicftalns. These directed the
building of the monstrous floating battle
wagons spon to ravage land and sea.

It was with one of these ships that the
men from the North made their firat ap-
pearance gs vikings, when they slipped un-
der the cover of dorkness onto the tiny
island of Lindisfarne off the English north
coast arxd massacred the monks gnd the
nuns ard looted the monastery. This Is re-
corded to have taken place on June 8, 793.

Future raids were not short visits and
hasty retreats as the {irst one was, nor
did they operate with a single ship, but
whole fleets sometimes numbering a hun-
dred or more ships moved into action. As
they increased in strength, so also did they
incrcase In their boldness, to the peint of
spending a whole winter in onc place. At
the conclusion of the viking erm, thelr
fleet of ships went out to conquer and
subdue other countries and their lnhabit-
ants. The Danish vikings conguered in
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this way great parts of southern England
and made them part of the Danish kingdom.

What They Worshiped

With the change in events came also a
change in worship. Up until this time the
vikings worshiped principally the elements
of nature and the forces that governed the
universe. In the imaginations of the peo-
ple these forces took on various appear-
ances as time went by and finally they were
distinguished as separate gods with certain
attributes and merlts. Since these gods
were the by-product of men’s imagination,
they were restricted to the same limita-
tions as man. By the time the vikings be-
gan to assert themselves the conceptions
of the gods took on solid form, allowing for
a constant development in ideas, which can
be seen confirmed by the myths built up
around the gods and their exploits.

For example: The Scandinavians be-
lieved the earth to be a flat circle of land
carried by a huge sea. The creation of the
world was due to the Asas or gods, Odin
(Woden), Villi and Ve, who also created
the flrst man and woman, Ask and Embla,
and put them on earth. Beyond the sea
lived the giants; they were the enemies of
the gods and, therefore, also of man. The
Asas or gods represented the good ele-
ments and the giants the evil elements,
They were always fighting each other in
deathly battles. Man had to be on good
terms with the gods if he was to have
success in life, so that is why he worshiped
them. All circumstances in his life were
ruled by the good and evil elements.

Odin was the most prominent of the
gods, He was the god of the Teutons, Sax-
ons and Thuringians, They called him
Woden. The root of the name Woden is
thought to be the Indo-European word
va, meaning “wind” or “to blow.” He may
have been originally the wind pod. Be-
cause of this, people worshiped him in
groves, where the wind blowing in tops
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of trees was a visible expression of his
presence, In gusts of wind it was imagined
that Odin came to fetch the souls of the
dead. He being god of the wind, it was not
difficult for them to regard him as the god
of spirit, mind, wit and cunning, and finally
to be identified as the “master of life and
death.”

No wonder the chieftains were ardent
worshipers of Odin. They needed all the
favorable wind, insight, cunning and cour-
age they could muster to use in their
battles and on their seagoing expeditions.
The one who had the “Allfather,” Odin, as
his . fulltr4i, that is, as hig trust, would
Possess all these qualities. In order to ob-
tain certain advantages and supernatural
qualities the chieftain would devote the
first prisoner taken in battle to Odin. It
was the custom to hang the vietim and
Dierce the body with a spear, as a spear
was the symbol of Odin. To devote the
entire battlefield to him was éven better.
All warriors who fell in battle became in
that way the spoil of Odin and they were
carried to Valhalla, which was a place re-
served for men who fell in battle. Warriors
who wanted to go straight down to the
dark and doleful dungeon where the god-
dess Hel reigned supreme and to have a
light and airy hall in Valhalla would have
to die honest and valiant in battle. There
fighters were brought to life every day
and engaged in great tournaments in front
of Valhalla’s large square.

Odin would protect his favorites and
deal out punishment to those who were
slow to fulfill promises t0 him. The holy
grove of Upsala, the largest in the North,
contained the wooden image of Odin. Every
ninth year the inhabitants would assemble
in order to bring sacrifices, People came
from far away bringing food and animals
as offerings during the nine days the feast
lasted. During that period they offered at
least one sacrifice every day, It was not
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infrequernt to see a hwnan creature affcred
to the gods. They g them In the high
trees of the grove or threw them In the
pondl while the chieftaing, whn also eeted
as hlgh priests, watched to see whether
the viettm would come up again to the
=aurface or stay down as asign of ita arcept-
ance by the god and that the god would
sehd them a good harvest the following
year, As meny as seventy-two hodies have
been seen hanging in the grove of sacriflce
at Upsala at one time!

The “God™ Thor

After Odin the god Thor was worshiped
very widely. He was Lhe patron deity of
the cormmon people. He was not a wise and
cunning god, but what he lacked in wis.
dom he made up in sirength. 1le was ali-
powerful, In addition he wasg jovial and
good-natured, and it gave him great pleas-
tre to hunt down the gjants, whom he
caughl and killed with his strange hammer
that porsessed the pecullar guality of al-
whySs rcturning Lo him when he threw it
after somehody. This hammer became Lhe
symhol of his strength and power. The
Northerners (hought that hy carrying
with them a small chatm in the shape of
the hammer of Thor he would keep their
pogsesslons frwe from attack.

‘Thor waos also regarded as the god of the
weather, It was believed that he always
rode in a carriage drawn by two goats, and
when it thundered and lightnings fAashed,
the Noriherners used to sey that Thor was
out driving and he drove so hard that the
heavens roared and sparks Aew. Thor was
known to be a bundle of strength wilh a
short temper. People ascribed to him al
the qualities they would like to possess
themselves and made him their ideal god.
The name of Thor s still with us m one
of the weekdays, that is, Thursday, the
same a3 the god Odin or Woden is repre-
sented in our weekday Wednesday.
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shiping Odin. It wes not necessary for
themn to implore other gods, as Odin could
give them everything they wanted, Buf
for the commoan man it was & matter of
course to worship several gods, for in.
stance, Njord, the god of fruitiulness, or
Freyr amd Freya, the two children of
Niord, whe, like the father, were gods of
fertility. Other pgods worshiped In Scan-
dinavia were Helmdal, Vidar, Hoeder and
U, Mention must also be made of Balder,
He is the last, being the youngest among
the gods, and no doubt made his gppear-
ance wiler the influenee of “Christianity”
as it slowly worked its way toward the
northern countries.

Balder was known lo be the best of al
gods, He was (he fairest and the wisest,
Furthermore, he was invulnerable, With
him is connected the story of the ond of
the world where all the goda destroy one
another and only some of their sons sur-
vive. These bulld a new empire. Also g man
and a2 woman survive and they become the
parents of a new genieratlon beginning g
new world. These myths died with the
viking empire,

Once again the Danes and the Norwe-
yians and the Swedes are hearing news of
the end of the world. This time the warmn-
ing comes [rom the only true and living
God Jehavah through His Word, the Blble,
Many are seeking refuge from this storm
by giving heed to God’'s Word, abiding by
his commandmenty and proclaiming his
kingdomn as mankind's only hope. The
righteous are promised by Jehovah to sur-
vive the end of (his system of things and
cnter into a world of God's making, a new.
world wherein righteousness is to dwell,
This i3 no myth or fairy tale nor a figment
of men’s imagination. It ls the truth of
the One who said: *1 have spoken it, T will
also bring it ta pass; I have purposed i,
1 will also do it.”—Isalah 46:11.
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By “‘Awake!” correspondent ln Howaii
AWAII boasts of many flowers,
but perhaps the most outstand-
ing 18 that claimed as Hawaii's own
—the Hibiscus. Not that 1t grows only
In Hawalii, for it {s the ouistanding
flower of all the South Seas and has many reia-
tives abroad., But by joint resolution of the
- Hawailan Lepgislature in 1923, ““this beautiful,
indigenous blossom which grows luxuriously on
all the islands" was adopted as the floral ém-
blemn of Hawaii, Hawali's own flower.

No other in all Hawail is so profusely
scattered. It is lterally seen everywhere, tum-
bling in cascades of pink from small trees in
yard and garden or spangling the many hedges
along country roads and property borders. To
add to its abundance is the fact that it blossoms
practically the year round, so this welcome
vigitor seems to be ever with you.

Surprisingly, the bushes can grow as high
as thirty feet, but most varleties llmit them-
selves to elght or ten feet, Botanically, the
flowers are composed of flve rather stiff, papery
petals and a prominent pistil or column rising
in the center bearing the many anthers covered
with bright-yvellow polien dust much lke the
hollyhock, one of its close cousing, The common
colors are white, red, pink and yellow, but
'because of many crossings, every hue (except
blue) and many striking color combinations,
called polychromes, have resulted, so that, if
words could do them justice, page after page
could be written in describing the many beauti-
Tul shadings.

There are both single and double Hibiscus,
the double ones resembling cabbage roses or
peonles. This effect is formed by the stamens’
belng modifled into petals. Average blossoms
measure flve or six inches, but by hybridization
and selection giants a foot across have heen
produced. These especlally look very artificial
and almost have to be touched to prove their
reality,.

Only about six or seven varieties are really
natives of Hawall, about 33 others having been
brought from other countries. They are com-
paratively simple to propagate, crossing being
accomplished quite easily. About one year is
required from the seedling to the first bloom.
It 18 estimated that more than 5,000 hortlcul-
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tural varietles have been produced in
Hawail alone. The Common Red seems
to have been brought in at an early
date, probably direct from China. It
is sald that the Chinese used a part
of the bark for medicine and that Ha-
walians often eat the raw blossoms to aid di-
gestion; hence, they are useful as well as or-
namental.

Hawaiians have always loved flowers ot all
kinds, and they play a very iinportant part {n
the life of Hawaii. The crossing of different
strains began in the early 1900/s, and at the
first Hibiscus show in 1914, some 400 different
varieties were exhibited, Today interest in Hi-
biscus culture is still growing, and yards and
flower shows are a riot of color, with Hibiscus
the showiest contestant of them all,

Perhaps the most outstanding trait ot this
prolific flower has not yet been mentioned
—that of its lasting qualities. Most flowers be-
gin to fade or wilt a few minutes after being
picked. Some can be kept fresh longer if placed
in water. Uniquely, the Hibiscus opens in the
morning and suddenly closes near sunset wheth.
er on or off the busgh, in or out of water! Some
varieties have been known to last as long as
two or three days. Those who especially want
them for decoration aftter dusk pick the ma-
ture buds early in the morning and place them
in the refrigerator; then when taken out near
evening they unfeld their papery petals to lend
their flashy beauty to evening occasions,

This quality of endurance alone has made
the Hibiscus very popular for decorative pur-
poses. What a beautiful sight to see large
showy red, yellow or white biossoms contrasted
against the shiny black hair of native girls’
Almost every hula glr]l displays at least one
in her dark tresses. Many a Hawalian Iuau,
or feast table, is enhanced by these attractive
biooms. How attractive these bouquets look as
they grace the tables of Hawaiian homes, stores,
offices and even banks!

Indeed, the Hibiscus plays a major part in
the decoration schemes of clever hostesses,
festive pageants and gala events of all kinds,
as well as forming an attractive accessory to
milady’s Hawaiian costume, Just another mani-
festation of the great Creator's handiwork for
the enjoyment and service of mankind.
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BLIND

HE eye, no doubt, is the most precious

avenue to the human mind. Through
the eye the world becomes alive with color,
beauty and splendor. Without this door-
way, the world for the blind remains most-
ly dark. No matter how descriptive the
words or phrases, or how ingenious the
invention may be to aid the blind, there is
absolutely nothing to take the place of
that which is instantaneously seen at the
opening of the seeing eye. Those who have
regained their sight say, “It is like being
born all over again.” To lose one’s sight
is a terrible tragedy.

Ian Fraser lost his sight in the trenches
of World War I, He relates how, during
the agony of his adjustment to the dark
world, he got up in the middle of the night,
turned on the electric lights and took a
lighted warm bulb and pressed it to the
sockets of his eyes, hoping that some light
would seep through. But none did. From
then on his fingertips and ears, like the
fingers and ears of most blind, became his
eyes. In the silent and dark world of the
deaf-blind, only the fingertips interpret the
meaning of the world about them, Seeing
man has found no other way to enter their
world,

In ancient times the world of the blind
was dark and lonesome, indeed, There were
no schools for them. The most they could
ever hope to become would be profes-
sional beggars. In the Far East and Eu-
rope the blind were thought to be accursed
of God, and parents cast them out of their
homes at a very early age. At times they

were considered as beasts, and were so.

treated as beasts of burden. Cthers sold
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their blind
sons into slavery
to work in mines under-
ground. After toiling all day they were
made to sleep on the ground like animals,

It has been only in recent years that the
blind have been freed from the degenerate
view of the past and offered a position in
society. Today, a child that happens to be
born blind or suffers blindness through
accident or illness is not ostracized from
society; rather, he is extended an oppor-
tunity for education and employment. The
child can go to school and take up a variety
of subjects: general science, arithmetie,
grammar, history, literature and current
events, and learn these just as efficiently
and effectively as he would if he could see
with eyes. If the child has the aptitude, he
can go to college and there prepare for
some profession. There are successful blind
businessmen, teachers, lawyers, doctors,
sportsmen, farmers, cooks, social workers,
musicians, dancers, ministers, etc. The
blind have demonstrated their ability to
do good work, handling highly skilled jobs
in many fields on an equal basis with those
who can see,

Braille and Talking Machine
Emancipation of the blind came princi-
pally from among the blind themselves. A
young man by the name of Louis Braille
brought sight to the blind when he in-
vented the system that bears his name. To
him the world of darkness is greatly in-
debted. After five years of trial and error
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he perfected a system based om the ar-
rangement of six dots similar te the six
in the game of dominoes. He developed 63
possible combinations, of which 26 were
employed to represemnt the letters of the
alphabet, and the remainder were used for
punctuation, ete. To his own amazement
Braille discovered that he could not only
write with this system but also do arith-
metic, algebra and higher mathematics. He
also found that his code
could be adapted to mu-
sic. In fact, so ingenious
is his system that “it :
can be ‘translated’ into k | m
every form of human ;: &: :
endeavor and under- .'{ _\{ X ¥y
standing,” Recently it ;i 2
has been adapted to the
Chinese. And according

to Fact Digest, June 1939, “a blind person
who has lost both hands may still be taught
to read Braille with his toes, It has been
done successfully by more than one blind
iridividual.” Brailie could write his system
about as fast as a man could read, and read
back about as fast as with sight, The aver-
age Braille reader can read from eighty to
g hundred words a minute. New York
City’s library for the blind contains two
and a half miles of shelves with 36,000
Braille books, 25,000 “talking books' and
12,000 scores of Braille music.

Even though the Braille system has been
used universally for more than two gener-
ations, yvet at the present time less than
25 per cent of the blind know Braille. The
reason for this small percentage is that
those who become blind in later years find
the system difficult to learn. They have
Iost the sensitiveness in their touch. Chil-
dren, on the other hand, adapt themselves
very quickly to the system and learn to
reed it without any trouble at all. At one
school for the blind, youngsters would take
the Braille books to bed with them and
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hide them under the sheets. Pretending to
be asleep, with eyes closed and lights out,
they continued reading their storybooks,
the tiny sensitive fingers quickly moving
over the raised type, which brought to life
the story.

But for the three fourths of the adult
blind population of America who find the
touch system difficult to master, “talking
books” have been invented. Talking books

are ejectrically recorded

F g h i | disks onto which pro-
S L B 9 9 fessional readers with
*I ¥t 0 *? stage and radio experi-
P 9 r s t ence or doctors, law-
$: 3% 22 §° 3% yers, scholars, engi-
w o neers—whose voices
ot v have been tested by

blind listeners, have
read novels, poetry,
biography, history, sociology, physics,
short stories, drama, and books of general
literature. Among the 1,500 titles available
to the blind readers, the Bible is the great-
est in demand. The average book requires
about twelve to fifteen double-sided twelve-
inch disks for its recording. It takes ap-
proximately eight hours of reading time
to cover a single book.

Recently the “reading pencil” has been
developed, which translates the shape of
the letter into a distinetive sound which is
heard by the blind person through a hear-
ing aid. In about 25 hours the average
blind person can be taught to distinguish
190 words, which can be read in sentences.
With the help of the “reading pencil” the
blind or near blind will be able to read
anything, even charts and blueprints, But
this instrument is still in experimental
stage.

What Can the Blind Do?

With the aid of modern methods and
techniques, the blind have demonstrated
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ihelr ability to do just about everyihing
there is t0 be done. In Great Britain the
blind are trained to use stenographic ma-
chines that write Braille. A Brafile short.
hend machine has been develaped, capable
of writing at least 120 words a minute.
Blind English secrelaries who use this ma-
chine are so highly efficient. that they can
campete with those who can see. In fact,
there 5 a demmand in Great Britain for
their services,

Captain (% 5. Hennrikus, assistant pub-
lic Informatlon officer, said that in certain
instances blind persons “Are even more
valuable than persons with full sight.” At
night and during periods of bad weather
and poor visibility the hlind have proved
particularly valuable ns spotters. Lack of
sight has led {0 a keen development of the
sense Of hearing. They are mble to dis-
tinguish by sound fricndly alrcraft from
hostile ¢rafl.

The Reader’s Drgeat for April, 1953, tald
of Alice Haines, a successful blind farmer,
who docs everything on the [aim from
hauling and spreading manure to plowing
with a tractor. There arc blind factory
waorkers who work at drill presses and per-
form assembly operations, typists who
work in law offices, and musicians who are
ranked among the besl in their field. Dean
and Sylvia McAdams, bath totally blind,
tackied the job of buyilding a home without
the aid of professional help. They aided
each other in placing the boards, nailing
and sawing, There are sightless sculptors,
arlisis and dancers. Ian Fraser was knight-
ed tor his achievements. Blind men today
repair radios, record players and electrunic
equiprnent. They are trained o master the
intricacies of a trade that has proved diffi-
cult for many physically normal men.

Relaxation Tor the Blind
No life, not even a blind man's, is com-
plete without svmne relaxation from the
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work and worries of the day. The biind
relax s do those who see. They have their
gaines, outdoor picnics, ete. Bab Consldine
told of “a recreation camp far the bilmd In
New Jersey where saft ball is regularly
played. The ball has bells inside it, which
give off sound as it twirls tp the home
plate. The basemen simmply call out, to
guide a batter who has connected with &
good hit.” Twersky won the Senjor Metro-
politan Amateur Athletic Union Light-
weight wrestling championship in 1942,
Totally blind, he spots his opponent by his
accentuated sense of hearing. The hlind
skate, bowi and fence. A “sightless” tele:
vision sct has been designed Lo receive only
the sound of Lelevision programs. Bernard
Krebs, librarian of the gulld and himself
blind, said that television was psycholog-
ically important to the blind because it
stimulated the visual imagination mors
than radlo. And, tou, it helps them to kmow
prugrams that other people talk about,
Another form of relaxation s a walk
through the park vr around the block with
his seeing-eye dog, It takes a month to
teach the blind to be led by a dog, Only
five out of every hundred hlind persons
van use a seeing-eye dog, The other ninety-
five are either too young, tco weak, or
physically, mentally and temperamentally
unsuited to handle the dog.

Cauges and Cures for Blindneas
Blindness may be caused by one or.a
number of things. An eye accident may
scar the cornea, the transparent part in
front of the iris. Although the rest of the
eye may be normal, the victim cannot see.
In this case sight can be restored by pro-
viding the patient with a new cornea. Only
new corneas taken from humans have
proved successful Animal comeas would
not grow. Corneal graftlng can resiare
sight in only one type of impaired vision,
that caused by a defective cornea whenthe
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rest of the eye and the optic nerve are
normal. But, “only three or four out of
every 100 affected with corneal opacdity
can hope to obtain any lasting benefit
through this type of eye surgery.”

Dr. Moderni stated that a chronic ca-
tarrh of the nose is another cause of eye
trouble., Headaches, which ultimately af-
fect the eyes, may spring from digestive
troubles or constipation. Rheumatism or
zout may cause reddened eyes. Scalp scurf
can affect the eyelashes and produce red
rims. Cataracts today are removed. The
cataract does not destroy sight, but merely
obstructs it. Having a cataract means that
the lens of the eye behind the pupil be-
comes opaque, causing blindness. A slit
is made in the front of the eye and a hole
cut in the colored iris. Through this, the
lens is removed in entirety. By wearing a
strong spectacle to replace the lens, sight
is restored. Operations on cataracts are
now ““close to 95 per cent successful™!

Dr., Franklin M. Foote, executive direc-
tor of the National Soclety for the Preven-
~ tion of Blindness, declared that more than
one half of all blindness could be prevented
by making full use of present knowledge.
He stated that the early recognition of
glaucoma could materlally cut down its
damage. Glaucoma, according to Norman
Carlisle, “¥s a eondition in which pressure
develops in the eyeballs due to a clogging
of the usual channels through which flows
the eye fluid known as the ‘aquecus hu-
mor.’ The pressure can become so great as
to destroy sight. . . . The problem in glau-

“Good" Vice versus Bad

eoma is to decrease the pressure in the eye-
balls. That can be accomplished by surgery,
through cutting a new dralnage channel to
permit the fluid to drain off, or it can be
done chemically through the application
of eye-drops.”—Coronet, August 1950.

A number of drugs and even clear spinal
fluid have proved successful or partially
so. But, perhaps, nothing has ever been so
fantastic as the theory that man can be

made to see without eyes! Since the eyes

do not actually see “but collect impressions
in the form of light, transform them into
some sort of electrical impulse, which in
turn stimulates a certain portion of the
brain,” why could not science accomplish
the same thing by constructing a transmit-
ting station that would receive electrical
impulses and transmit them to the brain,
affecting the brain just as would messages
received from the eye? Dr. Walter Hess
of Zurich University in Switzerland *‘at-
tached electrodes to the brains of cats and
has been able to make a cat 'see’ without
using its eyes.” Can the same be done with
men? S0 men dream.

There will be no need for anything of
the kind, because Christ has promised that
he will open the eyes of the blind, and un-
stop the ears of the deaf, and make the
dumb to speak under his kingdom rule,
which is at the door. {Psalm 146:8; Isaiah
29:18; 35:5; Luke 7:21) It will be a won-
derful day for the blind to witness with
perfect vision the marvelous creation of
Jehovah, and honor Him, the Creator of
that most precious organ—the eye.

~ Indiana’s new administration recently enacted a law forbidding the possession
of gambling devices, but exempting churches, lodges and veterans’ organizations,
Apparently vice is all right in Indiana If the right people practice it. If it is wrong
in saloohs, however, why not in the churches? It is reported that the sheriff of
Marion County, where Indlanapolis is located, says that with such loopholes in the
law he will no longer try to enforce it against anyone.
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Prophetic Proof of Christ's Presence

N THIS series on Chypist's return we

have geen that Christ's second presence
will be invisible, that Rible chronology
establishes 1914 as the date of this second
prescnce, and now we cunsider prophetic
prool verifying that date.

Jesus’ apoatles, having been told by him
that he would leave them ynd return, were
anxious (o know just when he would re-
tum, and so they asked him: “What will
be the sign of your presence and of the
conguminution of the sywtemn of things?"
(Matthew 24:3)* Incldentally, here we
have verification thal Christ's return
would be Invisible, for wers his return to
be visihle no sign would be needed.

But he did give them a sign, in fact, a
cumposite sign, consisting of many sepa-
rate and distinct indications, us facets of a
diamond, which, when seen together,
would give a brilliant refiection or light,
proving beyond the shadow of doubt that
Christ's gecond presence had taken place,
These facets af the composite slgn are
recorded in the foliowing chapters: Mat-
thew 24 and 25; Mark 13 and Luke 21.

The first feature of the sign Christ men.-
tioned was that of wurs: “For nation will
rise aguinst nation and kingdom ogainst
kingdom.” {(Matthew 24.5,7) Has this
prophecy had fulfilment since 19147 It
most certainly has! Why, World War I
was seven times as great in casualties, in
cost and in combatanls involved as the
901 major wars fought during the twenty-
four centurles prior to it, And World

* All qualntions are from the New Werld Troxsiation,
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War [I was four times as great as World
War I. In other words, mankind has geen
thirty-five times as much war since 1514
as it did In the 2,400 years before 1914,
Cerlainly an unequivoca) facet of the sign.

Continuing, Christ stated: ‘*There will
be food shortages and ecarthquakes in one
place after nnpther.” These points of his
prophecy have likewise seen phenomenal
fulfillment since 1914, After World Wer I,
25% million people were affected hy food
shortages to the extent of famine, espe-
cially in Russia, Indla and China; in China
at that time some 15,000 people died dally
from starvation, After World War 1T one
fourth of the hyman race, 300 million per-
sons, were suffering {rom bunger.

And as regards carthquekes: Although
carthquakes have been noted as far back
as the days of anclent Isracl, yet since 1914
we have seen an acceleration of their fre-
quency as well as of their intensity. Au-
gust, 1950, saw the most drastic natural up-
heaval in a populated place that the world
has ever known. The facts show that for
the past 2,000 years carthquakes have
taken a toll of about 5,000 lives annually,
but since 1914 they have taken more than
24,000 lives a year. S0 to wars add food
ghortages and eartbquakes, as parts of the
composite sipn.

Jesus also forelold that ar part of the
composite sign of his presence would be
the appearsnce of pestilencef or diseases
in ope place after another. (Luke 21:11)
The influenza epidemic, which togk twenty
million lives in 1918, has been termed “ont
of the most devastating plagues of al
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times * And today, although millions of
doliars are being spert by governments and
private philanthropy for research on can-
cer, heart ailments arthritls and polio, to
mention the more prevalent ones, these
diseases continue to increase and to short-
en the lives of the people. Another facet
of the sign.

Further, Christ foretold that his follow-
ers would suffer much persecution. (Mat-
thew 24:9, 10) This prophecy likewise has
had indubitable fulfillment since 1914, war
hysteria on the one hand and totalitarian
tyranny on the other uniting to inflict the
worst atrocities upon Christians that hu-
nran ingenuity could devise, and that on an
international scale; all because they re-
fused to give to Caesar that which belonged
to God only. (Mark 12:17) At present the
fiendish persecufion of the Christian serv-
ants of Jehovah is being stepped up in
totalitarian lands, Czechoslovakia recently
inearcerating some 2,200, or 90 per cent
of them, :

Another feature of the composite sign
Christ gave was that the good news of
God’s kingdom as man’s only hope would
be preached in all the world for a witness
to all nations. (Matthew 24:14) This like-
wise has been the case only since 1914, the
year 1953 seeing more than half a million
Christians preaching this message in 143
tands, in some 100 different lanpguages,
using the printed page, radio, TV, public
address and personal contact in the homes
‘and on the streets. Through the years far
more than three quarters of a billion

books, booklets and magazines containing .

this message were distributed.

Our being able to see “the disgusting
thing that causes desolation,” as mentioned
by Daniel, was another indication Jesus
gave to prove his second presence. (Mat-
thew 24:15) What'is this? That which is
highly esteemed and idolized among men
is disgusting to God. (Luke 16:15) Today
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men are looking toward the man-made
substitute, the United Nations organiza-
tion, to solve their problems and bring
about God’s kingdom on earth. It will yet
result in desolation to Christendom.

Jesus further stated that as it was in the
days of Noah it would be in the days of his
presence, (Matthew 24:37-39) Today the
people show the same indifference to the
warning being sounded by Jehovah’s serv-
ants as did the people surrounding Noah.
And as then the earth was filled with vio-
lence and wickedness, so it is today. Up-
risings in Africa, Communist aggression in
Asla, erime, divoree, juvenile delinquency
and political corruption on the increase in
the democracies; undoubtedly we are liv-
ing in the critical times of the last days so
fully described by the apostle Paul at
2 Timothy 3:1-6. Truly, as an editorial
writer of the New York Sunday News,
March 13, 1949, expressed it: “The last
completely ‘normal’ year in history was
1913, the yeir before World War I began.”

Many in times past have prophesied
Christ’s visible return and have been
proved wrong. In view of the foregoing it
is clear that they were mistaken both in
what to expect and when. ‘One swallow
does not prove spring is here,’ but when in
the Northern Hemisphere we see the days
growing shorter, the leaves and tempera-
ture falling, days becoming cloudy, the
birds flying south, beasts hibernating, then
we can know for a certainty that winter is
approaching. So in view of all the foregoing
evidence verifying what we have learned
regarding the time of Christ’s return as
established by Bible chronology, we can
accept with certainty the date 1914 as
marking the year of Christ’s invisible
second presence.

‘Having considered the evidence relating
to Row Christ will come again and when,
we will consider in our next issue why, or
the purpose of his return.
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jJehovah's Witnesses

Preach in All the Earth

Switzerland

HE Watch Tower Bible and Tract So-

clety maintains a brunch office in
Berne, Switzerland. Here are the printery.
offices and living quarters for the more
than fifty persons in Switzerland who are
engaged in publishing literaturc concern-
ing God’s kingdom.

During the sumner months of 1952
Jehovah's witnesses traveled to various
parts of the country that had not been
visited by the witnesses for many yeara
Thia territory is predominantly Catholic.
Here are.some experlences involving Cath-
olic intolerunce. They reveal a spirit sim-
ilar only to that which flourlshed In the
Middle Ages.

In ihe northwest of Canton Berne, two
of Jehovah’s witnesacs, a marrled couple,
unwittingly called at the Culholic vicarage.
The priest and his vicar appeared at the
door. The priest asked, “What are you
doing here?” But before elther of the min-
islers had time to reply the priest had
raised his arm for a powerful blow that
struck the young woman squarely in the
face. The two withdrew, followed almost
to the garden gate by the priest, who
frantically tried Lo deliver further blows
by foot or Ost, but which, fortunately,
missed aim.

A charge of assuult and battery was filed
against this belligerent priest. The priest
was found gullty of the charge, fined, and
ordered to pay damages to the plaintiff
and court costs,

We contlnue our tour of the Swiss Cam
tons und find ourselves m Fribourg, an-
other Catholic atronghold. On July 13, 1952,
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five of Jehdvah's witnesses visited a village
in thelr asslpned terrilory. Soon after the
witnesses started their wark, a group
comprized moatly of young hoodlums gath-
ered on the streel. They surrounded one of
the ministers. The gang’s leader, the presi-
dent of the church council, demanded:
‘What are you doing in this village?"” The
minister quietly started explaining his mis-
sion. Whercupon the rufllans standing
around burst into loud mocking laughter,
One of these had culprits stepped up and
struck the minlster an the chin, threaten.
ing more if he did not leave. The minister
was then “escorted” to the statlon, His
fellow missionaries preaching in another
section of the city were mobbed. Some
were badly hurt. All were forced to leave.
Newspapers beraled the Catholic action,
bul nothing was done to rectify the situa.
tion.

The Fribourg newspaper, Travail, head-
ed its report “"Love Your Neighbor,” and
said: *“This Biblieal prineiple unfortunately
is not alwuys pructiced by those whose Jips
most ' frequently repeat it. There are a
number of people among us here who do
not permit plhers to think differently than
they think, whether it be in the realm of
religion or politics. A few days ago Jeho
vah's wilhesses sent a few of their people
into our neighborhood , . . This served as
sufficicnt cxcuse for certain fanatics to
suddenly attack these people whose sole
offense and whose only mistake consjsted
in their having other religious views fhan
did the Catholic villagers.”

In Obwalden, the heart of Switzerland,
two of Jehovah's witnesses, while walking
through the village, were attacked and
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beaten severely. So that in brief, is what
retigious tblerance looks like in certain
circles.

What irony if you place that statement
alongside the report of the Swiss Bigshops'
Conference of July 7, 8, 1952, which, in
beautiful-sounding words, emphasizes
above all the necessity of religious peace:
“God is for peace, for He is the ‘God of
Peace’ . . . peace among the religious de-
nominations. The preservation of denomi-
national peace is a necessity and a benefit
to our country. On all sides it is to be pro-
moted in good will and with staunch ad-
herence to faith and church. The Christian
commandment of love is valid for all peo-
ple. . . . In the controversies in public life
each person of honest heart who does not
violently and independently disturb the
peaceful interfaith co-operation has, as our
fellow-citizen, the right to the respect of
his just interests and well-meant convie-
tions.”

-Who disturbs religious peace? Do the
witnesses, who call on the people in a quiet
and friendly manner, and speak to them
about God and his kingdom? Or is it the

® Why ““Awake!” is not interested in pleas-

ing all its readers? P. 4, 15.

® What part of Africa the Europeans settled

before the Africans did: P. 6, 2.

® Where in Europe the average income wis

only $115% & year? P. 9, 15.

@® Why there was no campaigning the day

before Italy's national elections? P. 11, 1.

® In what park upcaptured lions ignore you

as you drive by? P, 12, 5.

® Why the elephant is the true king of the

beasts? P. 13, 2.

® Why a Haitian newspaper called the Mardi

Gras '‘indecent and vulgar”? P. 15, f2.

l What pagan gods the Mardi Gras honors?
.15, T4,

. What prompted the ferocious vikings to

raid BEuropet? P. 17, 3.
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false religious fanatics whose only answer
to such Christian missionary activity is
taunts and mockery, damage of property
and mob gatherings, blows, insults and in-
juries? It certainly requires no severe
mental effort to find the answer! What if
the work of Jehovah's witnesses is not
welcome in certain circles; does this antip-
athy give one the right to deny another
his liberties or deprive him of them with
medieval methods? Let us hope not!

But truly, Switzerland is a Aourishing
garden on top of the world, with chest-
nut trees displaying their white and red
“candles,” with wisteria spilling over the
housefronts and the air heavy with the
sweet scent of lilac, with green meadows
and yellow and browning cornfields, and the
Alps plittering in the winter sunshine.

Yes, it is here in this land of democracy
where Jehovah’s withesses fight the good
fight of faith against increasing religious
intolerance. Their success is noteworthy.
In the month of January, 1953, a peak
number of 3,055 men and women engaged
in this grand work of liberation, uniting
with the mighty host of those bearing the
tidings all over the earth.

® What the vikings did to gain the favor of
their vengeful god Qdin? P. 18, 14,

® What Hawaiian flower can be made to open
after it is picked? P. 20, 7.

® What a “reading pencil” is? P, 22, §3.

® How it is that the blind can play baseball?
P. 23, 13.

® How something the apostles asked Jesus
proves his return would be invisible? P, 25,
T2

® What modern conditions parallel the pre-
flood period of Noah’s life? P. 26, 14,

® Where a priest was fined for assaulting
Christians? P. 27, T4.

® Why a Swiss newspaper said the Bﬂ:rIes
principle is not always practiced by those
whose lips most often repeat it? P. 27, f6.
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Germany: Adenader Wine

& The prime issue waxz Ger-
man unifieation. The main con-
1estants! Chancellor Konrad
Adenauer's Christlan Demo-
cratle Unlon and Brich Ollen-
hauer's Saclal Democratic par-
ty. The Christlan Democrats
maintoined that West Germany
could altain unlfication only
hy hecoming strong through
alllance with the Wesgt, The
Soclal Democralts Inalntained
that the only way to unifica-
tion was through neutrality,
that alignment with the West
would tlorpedu all hope for
ugrerment with Russia on uni-
fication. When the German vot-
ers went to the polls (9/6), the
hig iwsue was decided. Tn TI-
year-old Dr. Adenauer came an
impressive victory, one of his
party officlals calllng it & *sen-
sational wvictory. And iIndeed
the vietory was halled as slg-
ndfcant inasmuch as Dr. Ade
nauer had succeeded whereas
his colleagues in France and
Ttuly had failed to win their
people over toe the idea of
strength through unity of the
Westernn nations.

Iran’s Htormy Folltics

@ Iraw’s dritt toward commu-
nlam ended when s stormy
politica erupted into a revolu-
tion thet brought about the
downfall af Dr. Mahammed
Mossadegh (8/19). The ousted,
T2-year-old Mossadegh had be
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vome fumouus [or his nationall-
zation of the oil industry anhd
for his blzayTe habltg -receiv.
ing vigltors In bed, weeping,
Lainting during puhlic orations
and acooting upstairs like a
rebhit at formal meetings.
While the key puwer in Ira-
nian politles has been the
Teheran mobs, strangely, It
was not the mobe thul sparked
the successful revolution. For
after the shah had fnlled in an
attempt to oust Mosgadegh, the
mobs were slill screaming,
‘Death to the shah!” It was
anly when the treops took the
initiative, rebelling against
thelr pro-Mussadegh officers
and foreing the moba at baYo-
net point to change their
slogan to “Long live the shah!™
that the mobe shifted from
Muosaadegh's band wagom to
the shaeh's. For more than nine
hours violence raged in Tehe
ran: over 30 were killed,
Proshah foreces lootcd Mossa.-
degh's house, sclling his furni.
ture at low prices A new e
Irigerator went for §3%6. Gen-
eral Zahedi, proclaimed right
ful premijer of Iran by order
of the shah, acceptéd thr sur-
render uf pajama-clad Mossa-
degh. When Iran's new regime
appealed fur financial help. the
U. 8. gquickly respanded:; the
Teason was clear: Western
officials were elated that Iran
had reverss] its drift toward
COMITUN iKm,

tumed nationalist, advocating
B break away from Freneh
rule. The sultan no longer pro-
Freneh, the most powerful ally
that France had was the Ber
ber pasha Hadj Thami el Me-
gourarl el Glaoul. When Fil
Glaoul received the backing of
pther pashas, he pressed
France to remove the natlonel-
ist sultan. In early Auguat 300
pashas and calds met together
with El Glaoui; thcy swore to
drive out the sultan. The con-
clave designated Mrulay Mo-
hammed ben Arafa as the
new Defender of the Falthful
Bloody riows ensued as the sul
tan sought io retain his power,
The French government meved
to settle the crisie arising from
the disputed sultanship. The
sultan was ordered deposed
(R/20) and cxied to Corsica
Sidi Mowlay Mohammed ben
Arafa was proclalmed auitan
{8/21). The former sultan was
allowed to keep his personal
tortune, one of the Iargeat in
Moroves, although his annual
income of 70,000,000 france was’
cut off. A curjous feature of the
change-over s that the new
gultun is the uncle of the de

pnsed sultan.

Romule Forms Coalition

@& The brief span of three-
party poiltics In the Phillpplnes
came to an end {A/21} as
Brigadier General Carlos P.
Romulo announced that he was
withdrawing his candidacy for
the presidency and that his
Democratic party would form
a coalltlom with the Natonal-
ist parly, whose candidate is
Ramon Magsaysay. As a re-
sult of Romuls’s withdrawal
President Quirino that same
day predicted a sure victary
for his Llheral party In the
November elections. Howewver,
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competent observers diagreed
with Quirino’s analysis, main-
taining that the Democrats
waould bring heavy political
support to the Nationallsts and
thus definitely reduce the pos-
sibllity of & Liberal party vic-
tory.

Ceylon’s Red Buddhists

& It is well known that in
such lands as Italy and France,
where the Roman Catholic
rellglon predominates, commu-
nism has made some headway.
Now communism seems to be
making perceptible headway
among people of the Buddhist
religlon. In Ceylon, where Bud-
dhists make up 70 per cent of
the population, there are al-
ready about 200 “Red bhikkus”
{monkg), who are trylng to
turn the more than 5,000,000
Buddhists to communism. The
“Red bhikkus'” had a recent
setback, however, when Chi-
nese Reds made a mistake:
they distributed pamphlets
from Peiping that showed pic-
tures of Chinese soldiers sit-
ting on a famous Buddha
statue. This was sacrilege to
the Ceylonese Buddhists, who
even forbid the photographing
of sacred Buddhist sites. Since
Buddhlsm, like Catholicism,
uges relics, another attempt to
expand Marxism was exerted
by Chinese Communists who
sent Buddhist relics from
China on a tour of the island.
The Communists’ offensive
slowed down when anticommu-
nist Buddhists said the relics
were not authentic. Since Cey-
lon is a land noted for its leg-
endary visit from Buddha him-
gelf, the present battle be
tween Communist Buddhists
and conservative Buddhists is
‘regarded with great signlifl-
cance by other Asian-Buddhist
~ lands.

Peru: Raligion in the Jungle

@& Since 1945 the Summer Lin-
gulstic Institute has been oper-
ating In Peru with the purpose
of studylng the languages of
the primitive Indian tribes. Re-

a0

cently the Franclscan bishop
of Ucayall charged that the In-
stitute was using its linguistic
activities 1o conceal an attempt
to convert the Amazon Indians
to Protestantism, The institute
emphatically denied the
charge, saying that only where
tribes worshiped the boa con-
strictor as the supreme deity
were attempts made to give
the Indians a basic idea of
what is known as the “Chris-
tian religion.” In spite of the
Institute’s denial of Protestant
proselyting the bishop de-
clared: “The Peruvian jungle
has been gained for the Cath-
olic faith ., , . and, with the help
of the Natlonal Constltution,
the Linguistic Institute must
be stopped.” If the jungle has
been “gained for the Catholic
faith,” apparently many In-
dians ieel that boa constrictors
are just ag effective in worship
as statues, relics and rosaries.
At least the snake is alive.

Antiatreraft Rockets

@ Britain’s latest development
in antiaircraft weapons may
make it most risky for enemy
planes, even the fastest jets.
According to Puncan Sandys,
Britain’s minister of supply,
rockets have been developed
that travel 2,000 miles per
hour and that are able to out-
maneuver any piloted aircraft.
Said the official (8/22): “They
are capable of high-speed
twists and turns which create
such intense strains and pres-
sures as neither the human
body nor the wihgs of any air-
craft could withstand.” The
rockets are of two types: those
that “ride” a radar beam onto
their targets and those that
steer themselves through a pre-
set mechanism toward their
target.

New Altitude Record

@ In August, 1951, when a
clvilian pilot took up a Douglas-
buflt rocket-powered Sky-
rocket, he set two records: a
gpeed record of 1,238 miles an
hour and an altitude record of
79,494 feet. This latter record

was broken {8/21) when a U. 8,
milttary pllot flew a Navy Sky-
rocket with four rocket enginas
to an altitude of 83,235 feet,
almost 16 miles. The Skyrocket
was taken up to 34,000 feet by
a “mother” B-29 before it was
launched forits record-breaking
climb, Later (9/2}, the same
military pilot failed in an at-
tempt to break the speed rec-
ord, but he did fly his SKy-
rocket at 1,143 miles an hour,
the fastest any mtlitary pilot
had ever flown.

Bomber with Parasite dJet

@ The race for manufacturing
weapons of total annihilatlon
is now being paralleled by the
race fo deliver death-dealing
devices. A recent offspring of
this race has been the perfec-
tion of a technique, annhounced
by the U.S. Air Force (8/25),
that would enable bombers to
deliver atomic bombs farther
behind enemy lines than was
previously possible and with a
greater chance for success in
their mission. The new process
means that an F-84 jet Aghter-
bomber, capable of carrylng an
atomic bomb, could be launched
and picked up again in flight
by a DB-36 intercontinental
bomber. The mother plane
could transport the jet some
4,000 miles, release the jet,
which would m turn fly on an-
other 500 miles to drop its
bomb, and then when the
“parasite” jet returned to re.

Jjoin the mother plane, it would

be recovered in flight and
transperted back to its base
Since the process is a fairly
simple one and could easily be
duplicated by the Soviet Union,

the race for more efficient
means to deliver death will con-
tinue at a furious pace; that is,
until God steps in and brings
“to ruin those muning the
earth.” Jehovah God will de-
liver global destruction to this
evil world; then his new world
of righteousrniess will bring
endless peace to this earth.
—Revelation 11:18, New World
Trans,: Psalm 46:8-10.

AWARE!



Mountain-ciimbing Disasters

& The craze for mountaln
climbing in the Alps, stimulat-
ed by recent conquests of Hi-
malayan giants, has developed
into something alarming. Dur-
ing just one week in August,
21 Alpine climbers met terrible
deaths. Austria had the most
fatalities, reporting as many as
nine for a one-week period.
As of Aupust 29, Austria’s
death toll due to mountain-
climbing disasters stood at 75.
This, together with the dis-
asters in France, Switzerland,
Italy and Germany, brought
the season’s toll to a ghastly
figure: 224. Also from Kash-
mir came word of disaster. An
expedition annpunced that it
had abandoned attempis to
scale the world's second-highest
peak—the 28,250-foot Mount
Godwin Austen—on August 9.
In the descent, an American
geologist, who was being car-
rled on 8 stretcher, was Kkilled
as the roped party fell more

than 100 feet befdre the last
man could aachor the rope.

Flood Eavages Burmese Town

@ The 350-mile-long Sittang
River flows from east central
Burma south into the Gulf of
Martaban. Not far from this
gulf is the town of Shwegyin,
which, in late August, was dev-
astated by the rampaging Sit-
tang Rlver. Flood waters liter-
ally gouged out the lower
shoulders of the mountains
andcovered the once-flayrishing
town with silt! Of the town's
5,000 inhabhitants, 4,000 were
evacuated. The other 1,000 were
missing.

The Dutch Prefer Hellcopters

& The February flood in ‘the
Netherlands left something in

its wake besldes debris, name-
1y, helicopter mania. It seems
that the strange, dragonfiylike
aircraft that effected so many
rescues has captured the fancy
of the people. This new craze
is so acute that even the most

streamlined jet cannot excite
as murh interest as the ricket!
est hellcopter. When the Bel
gian alriine, Sabena, naugu-
rated the world's frst sched-
uled international helicopter
service (9/1} betweén Brusgels
(Belgium) and Rotterdam, in-
terest only heightened, Dutch
communities flooded Sabena
with requests for helicopter
service. Ironically, the Nether-
lands’ own airline, KL M., has
ignored all the clamor, believ-
ing helicopters to be certaln
Money-losers. In spite of the
dark financial future, Sabens
is pushing ahead with helicop-
ter service in order to pjoneer
a new fAeld and to make new
millions of people alr-conselous.
But even Sabena is not going
to answer every Duich demand
for helicopter service. Said one
Sabena official: “If all the re-
quests for helicopters were
satisfled, the sun would dis-
appear behind a swarm of
choppers, and the air would
buzz from dawn to dugk”

"New Heavens cma’ a New Earth"

Here is a Bible study aid of
384 pages that will help you
gain an accurate picture of
God’s new world now so close
at hand. You would like to live
in perfect health with bound-
less prosperity forever, would
you not? Then you need to
learn about the new world and
all the blessings it will bring
to obedient humankind. It will
bring new hope into your life.

WATCHTOWER
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" "New Hoavens
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il A New Earth”
[ ] ] ]

117 ADAMS ST.

Learn how “new heavens and
a new earth” together form
this new world. How can you
gain entrance into it? When
will it come? What must you
do now to demonstrate your
desire to live in that new
world? These questions and
many more are answered in the
book “New Heavens and ¢ New
Earth”, Return the coupon be-
low, with 50 cents.

BROOKLYN 1, N.Y.

Please send me a copy of “New Heavens end ¢ New, Earth’” (50 cents).
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