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''Now it is high time to awake.'!.....Romans 13:11 
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PERSECUTORS OF CHILDREN PUT TO ROUT 
I)' ''Awakel'' corre1pondent In Canada 

I T HAS been aptly stated 
that ''patriotism is the 

last refuge of a scoundrel'', 
and this is the type of pa­
triotism that seemed to af­
flict members of the Board 
of Education of York town­
ship, Toronto. Its lack of 

Recently In Toronto, C•n•da, 
1maallin11 victories wera ob-

feilring parents, who had 
explained to him the snare 
of giving honor and wor­
ship to inanimate objects. 
Neither he _nor his parents 
desired that he participate 
in the flag-salute ceremony 

tain11d over wculd·b11 persecu­
tors of Innocent clllldren, one 
cioncernln11 forcible flag salute 
and tile otller lnvolvln11 cu1tody. 
Tile flrat problem was fougllt 
out mostly in tile new1paiper1 
and the 1econd In a court of law. 

principle was exposed to the sunlight and 
received a severe tanning when the board 
sought to bully and tyrannize a six-year­
old boy, one of Jehovah's witnesses, who 
declined to be coerced by threats, into 
saluting the flag contrary to his beliefs and 
those of his parents. 

In 1945 the highest court in Ontario 
had ruled unanimous!y that it was not 
necessary for the children of Jehovah's 
witnesses to salute the fiag if such exer­
cise conflicted with their religious beliefs. 
This decision was obtained on1y after much 
persecution had been suffered by the chil­
dren of Jehovah's witnesses. The York 
township board, however, did not agree 
with the tolerant and reasonab1e view 
which the court had adopted, and the 
board, therefore, wanted to revive the type 
of small-minded persecution that had been 
laid to rest in this province for a long time. 

Bobby Jtulor, one of Jehovah's witness­
es, a courageous boy, six years of age, had 
been taught the Scriptures by his God-
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being held at a special cele­
bration at the school, and accordingly his 
mother wrote a courteous and reasonable 
letter to this effect, asking that he be ex­
cused. One child's refraining from raising 
his arm at a" time when the others do so 
would not ordinarily cause the collapse 
of the political institutions of any nation, 
but one might have thought so to read 
the fuss and furor created by the town­
ship school board when this simple and 
lawful request was ~l~rr~ tt> them. 
Enraged, they sent for Bobby's parents, 
who appeared to state their-position, which 
they did despite the interference and bad 
manners of the board. 

Then the storm broke loose as the mem­
bers of the board began to display their 
intolerance and bigotry by threats of ex­
pulsion, court action and anything else 
they could think of. 

Trustee Frank Oke said: ''The :Hag 
stands for religious Jiberties to worship any 
way a citizen wants to and these people 
should be glad to salute it.'' 
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"As long 8$ I am a trustee of the York 
township board of education the sohool chtl- , 
dren of York township will salute Ute flag 
and all it stands for," said Trustee Mrs. 
Florence Gell. "I'm very much afraid the 
family has mixed religion and citizenship. 
We receive the protection of the British flag 
and we should respect it. In all our deal­
ings as a board of education, we keep the 
welfare of the child uppermost in our 
minds. In this case we are thinking of that 
child standing alone 
and being forced to 
be different. The 
child may be ex­
pelled from school, 
but we can't have 
any nonsense about 
the flag." 

"I can~ see why 
the parents jlhould 
object to thefr ·child 
saluting on religious 
grounds," said Trus­
tee Mrs. Alice Bickerton. "The very fact 
that our flag is the flag of saints shows 
what it stands for-freedom of religion. 
But the custom of recognition of the flag 
is very essential to the security of Canada. 
If one child refuses to salute the flag, oth­
ers will follow suit, and then what kind of 
youth would we be raising?" 

The members of the school board enthu­
siastically climbed on the flag-waving 
band wagon. They were ready to demon­
strate their courage and patriotism by 
picking on a little boy, a member of an 
unpapular minority, and trying to drum 
up prejudice against him. 

J. H. Hartley, acting chairman of the 
board, thought it was only proper that the 
child should be obJiged to salute the flag 
whether he believes it or not. "It is only a 
symbol, anyway," he said. H it is only a 
symbol, why make such a fuss about it? 
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The board lmew they were going con­
trary to the law as laid down by the courts, 
but Trustee Charles H. Goodfellow evi~ 

dently had himself tagged as a great legal 
mind who would show the courts how the 
law ought to be interpreted. He said: "We 
are going to attack from a different angle. 
Our case will be based on the cltarge that 
the child's behavior is detrimental or prej­
udiced to the other children' in the class, 
and on that basis we can expel him. {Little 

did he reaJize that the same Bl'gu­
ment had been promoted ad nau­
seam in the previous case and was 
entirely rejected by the court.] I 
am the last one to want to deny 

anyone freedom of 
religion. The flag is 
the source of reli­
gious freedom, 
though, and th e s e 
people should be 
glad to salute it. I 
can't see their point 
of view." Whether 
he can Wlderstand 
it or not is imma­

terial. The law provides freedom of wor­
ship for all, not freedom of worship only 
if every local trustee can understand it! 

Mrs. Junor, the mother of the child, said 
she and her husband, in common with oth­
er witnesses, interpret saluting the flag as 
a form of worship of a symbol or idol, 
which is contrary to their beliefs. "We 
don't have any symbols in our church and 
don't believe in forms of adoration of sym­
bols elsewhere." Mrs. Junor added that 
she and her husband are Proud to be Cana­
dians and are proud of the flag. "Bobby 
has been taught to respect the flag and the 
queen and to love his country." 

_This story broke in front-page headlines 
in one of the Toronto evening papers. 
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Common.Sense Reaction Chlll• 
Flag-waving Fervor 

It was a sad blow to the rabble-rousing 
efforts of these rural politicians when the 
people of Toronto, instead of following the 
flag-waving band wagon of religious preju­
dice, turned against them. Their own law­
yer had warned them to be careful, be­
cause the law had already been decided 
against them and allowed Jehovah's wit­
nesses to be exempted from this particuJar 
ceremony. The Toronto office of the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society issued a 
press statement which read, in part: 

''Jehovah's witnesses respect the law and 
the flag. There is no group in the COlllltry 
that can show a smaller incidence of crime. 
We believe the flag represents justice and 
liberty. For this reason We decline to be 
coerced; we show our respect for the prin­
ciples the flag stands for by insisting that 
freedom, the right to be different, be re­
spected in fact, and not simply by lip serv­
ice. Members of the board talk about free­
dom, but then insist that action should be 
taken against anyone who differs from 
them. They are condemned out- of their 
own mouths. 

''While respecting the flag, we decline to 
worship it. To us the salute is an act of 
worship, an ascribing of salvation to that 
inanimate object that represents the state. 
We ascribe salvation to Jesus Christ alone. 

''Early Christians were executed for re­
fusing to put a pinch of salt on the altar of 
the emperor-the Romans couldn't under­
stand it. William Penn refused to doff his 
hat in the presence of King Charles IT. 
Jehovah's witnesses refused to 'Heil Hit­
ler' and died for it. Maybe the board 
couldn't lUlderstand any of these things, 
but they are entitled to respect. 

''Someone else has raised the issue of 
ideological warfare against communism as 
an excuse for coercion. The communist idea 
of liberty is liberty only to agree with the 
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majority. The democratic principle allows 
for tolerance, liberty to be ditferent. Now 
to show her democratic zeal, one member 
wants to adopt the communist idea of re­
pression and punish a child who dares to 
show real devotion to liberty by insisting 
his rights be respected. This is the mind of 
dictatorship. Such dishonesty provides 
ready arguments for the enemies of de-­
mocracy. '' 

Many other people stiowed a similar re­
action to this matter, and plain logic and 
common sense began to overcome the 
noisy, showy emotionalism of the school 
board. One inember of the board, Mr. 
Arnold Cross, who had not been present at 
the meeting when this action of the board 
was taken, made the following very sensi­
ble comment: 

''Frankly, I don't think it is my business 
to force any child to salute the flag,'' he 
said. ''Neither do I think a child should 
be expelled for refusing to salute the flag, 
and I don't think it's within the board's 
jurisdiction to do so. I don't want the boy 
expelled. It's not his fault, and I would 
not discriminate against any child. As a 
matter of fact, I glory in the boy's spunk.­
I wouJd like to be present at board meet­
ings,'' he said, ''but under the circumstanc­
es, I couldn't do business with that type 
of board.'' 

After Dr. Darby Philip, chairman of the 
board of education, described the pro­
posed action as ridiculous, he said: ''It is 
all too childish. I am hwniliated to think 
the board is even contemplating legal ac­
tion. A mountain is being made out of a 
mole hill.'' 

Dr. Gordon A. Sisco, general secretary 
of the United Church, agreed that you 
could not, or should not, force anyone to 
honor a flag, especially if his beliefs to 
the contrary are based on religious tenets. 
''You make them salute the flag and what 
have you gained? Nothing. I take the view 
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that one has to be very careful about dis· 
regarding the religious convictions of oth. 
er people. This case comes right down to 
the question of compulsion, and if Bobby 
and his parents have beliefs different from 
ours, have we the right to interfere?" 

"There has never been any trouble in 
York township with Jehovah's witnesses," 
Police Chief Robert Alexander said. "To 
the best of my knowledge they are all law­
abiding citizens. They have never done 
-anything here for which they could be 
criticized." 

"The Provincial Command of the Cana­
dian Legion is not in sympathy with the 
Township board," said Major Patrick 
Biggs, secretary of the Ontario Provincial 
command of the Canadian Legion. "We be­
lieve in the four freedoms." 

Rabbi David Monson, of Beth Sholom 
synagogue, didn't think the child should be 
expelled or his parents prosecuted: "The 
child's actions certainly are not based on 
subversive beliefs. They are religious con­
victions and since they are the policies of 
that sect they should be respected as such." 

The Association for Civil Liberties 
rapped members of the board for their 
intolerance. The association stated: "Irre­
spective of whether we agree or disagree 
with the belief of the Jehovah's witnesses 
in not saluting the flag, it is the responsi­
bility of people who hold public office in 
a democratic country like Canada to see 
that democratic principles are observed 
and minority rights to religious freedom 
respected." 

Some Sound Advice, and All Free 
The pseudo-patriots who would like to 

use the flag of freedom and the name of 
liberty and justice as an excuse to perse­
cute a child who is sincerely trying to do 
God's will were handed their final bitter 
pill when both the major Toronto papers, 
the Evening Te"legram and the Toronto 
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Star struck out at them with smashing, 
reasonable and well-written editorials, both 
in their June· 13 issues. These are so in~ 
telUgent and carefully considered that we 
reproduce them here. The Star said: 

"The legal aspects of such a case were 
dealt with by the Ontario court of appeal 
in 1945, following the refusal of two Hamil­
ton lads under similar circumstances. The 
court found that there could be no compul· 
sion. Legally, therefore, the court of appeal 
was apparently right in deciding as it did 
that a forced salute is not justified. 

"There should be no compulsion for a 
nonlegal reason as well; for the reason, in 
short, that nothing is gained by it. The 
value of a salute to the flag lies in its volun­
tary nature; an expression of sincere re­
spect for the flag as a symbol. To make a 
child express by a physical action some­
thing that he has been taught by his par­
ents is contrary to God's law does not serve 
any good end. When it was said during the 
Hamilton trial that the moral tone of the 
school would be lowered if refusals of the 
salute were permitted, Mr. Justice Hender­
son remarked: 'I am not aware that moral 
tone can be bettered by forcing people to 
do something they don't believe in.' He 
was right. Nothing would be gained by 
forcing a boy to salute a flag when his par­
ents have told him that such a salute is 
against their religious beliefs. On the con­
trary, he would think less of the flag as a 
symbol of freedom if freedom of religious 
belief and practice were thus denied.'' 

The Tel.egram said under the title "Free­
dom Under the Union Jack": 

"Trustees of York township's board of 
education express the conviction of Cana­
dians as a whole when they declare that 
the Union Jack is the symbol of freedom, 
justice and religious liberty, but in seeking 
to compel a child to salute the flag against 
the religious convictions of the parents the 
trustees would seem to be taking a course 
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which is the antithesis of the principles 
symbolized by the Union Jack. 

''The parents are members of the Jeho­
vah witnesses .... That they are entitled, 
however, to hold their beliefs under the 
protection of the Union Jack cannot be de­
nied. In this particular case the mother of 
the boy states that to salute the flag 'is 
contrary to our beliefs', and she gives rea­
sons of a religious character which, how­
ever unacceptable they may be to others, 
must be recognized as valid and sincere 
from her point of view. Moreover, it is 
evident that there is nothing subversive 
in her attitude. 'We are proud of our coun­
try,' she declares, 'and do respect the flag. 
We are trying to bring Bobby up as a good 
Canadian and a good citizen. He has been 
taught to respect the flag and the queen 
and to Jove his cotmtry. It's just this mat­
ter of saluting. Just as we have no sym­
bols-crosses or pictures or anything-in 
our church, we don't believe in any form 
of adoration of symbols elsewhere.' This 
attitude appears more honest than that of 
Communists who unscrupulously salute the 
flag, sing the national anthem, alld offer 
other outward signs of loyalty and respect 
which they do not feel. 

''As between the hypocrisy such as 
shown by Communists and the noncon­
forming but honest conduct of these Jeho­
vah witnesses there can be no question as 
to which is preferable. The point that the 
trustees might well consider is that by 
compelllng the child to salute the flag they 
are merely attempting to force the parents 
to commit vicariously a hypocritical act 
according to their rights and to violate 
their religious beliefs. It would be a form 
of compulsion which would suggest, con­
trary to tradition, that intolerance, injus­
tice and religious persecution are not re­
pugnant to those who live under the Union 
Jack.'' 

After these blasts the persecuting en-
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thusiasm of the flag-wavers vanished like 
a morning mist. Even the prqvincial minis­
ter of education, Dr. W. H. Dunlop, warned 
them: ''The Appeal Court ruled in 1945 
that children did not have to salute the 
flag or sing the national anthem. I think 
that pretty well settles the matter.'' All 
in all, a well-deserved rebuke was admin­
istered. 

Where honesty, tolerance and respect 
for the sincerely held beliefs of others are 
shown, any country or community will be 
happy and at peace. It is gratifying and 
commendable to see so many express them­
selves in favor of liberty at a time when 
so much prejudice, hatred and shallowness 
are in evidence everywhere. 

Jehovah's Witnesses Cannot Be Denied 
Custody of Their ChUdren 

On June 12 this year, the very day after 
the above-named flag-salute controversy 
became public property, another case in­
volving to some extent the same question 
was decided in favor of Jehovah's witness­
es in the Ontario Court of Appeal. The 
court awarded custody of three children to 
a mother who is one of Jehovah's witness .. 
es, against the father who is a member of 
the Anglican (Episcopalian) Church. 

In all such controversies it is the duty 
of the courts to consider primarily the 
welfare of the children regardless of what 
religion the parents may belong to. But 
in this instance a lower court judge of the 
Roman Catholic faith had conducted the 
trial along the lines of a heresy proceeding, 
wherein he undertook to decide whether 
or not the Anglican faith was better than 
that of Jehovah's witnesses. He also took 
into account that Jehovah's witnesses do 
not believe in the flag salute-as if that 
had anything to do with it. His handling 
of the trial was an outrage on the most 
elementary principles of justice, and he 
awarded custody of the three children to 
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the father, who had been proved to be 
quite tmworthy and incompetent to care 
for them, as against a very fine and godly 
mother, mainly on the ground that he 
thought that the religion of the father's 
church was better than that of Jehovah's 
witnesses. According to a true interpreta­
tion of the law all religions are entitled to 
equal treatment, so the case was appealed 
to the Ontario Court of Appeal, wherein 
this issue of religious equality, instead 
of religious discrimination, was strongly 
pressed by the Society's lawyer. 

By the unanimous judgment of the Ap­
pellate Court, the order of the trial judge 
was reversed and the custody of the three 
children was awarded to the mother, Mrs. 
Amy Bennett, of Ottawa, one of Jehovah's 
witnesses. The judgment was given by Mr. 
Justice Wilfred Roach of the Court of Ap­
peal, himself a staunch Roman Catholic. 
He said: "The wife appears to have been a 
very good mother. She is a much better 
organizer than her husband. 

"She is thrifty and not above menial 
work. Ip. recent years for some consider­
able time, she worked as a cleaning woman 
by day and in the same capacity for part 
of the night. Indeed it appears to have been 
necessary for her to thus work to assist 
in the support of herself and her children. 
Notwithstanding that fact, the husband 
consented to a letter's being sent to her em­
ployer stating that she was a CommWlist, 
hoping that such a letter would result in 
her being discharged." 

Imagine a man who would not support 
his own family, but would have lying· let­
ters sent to his wife's employer so she 
would lose her job too! It was admitted 
that this charge was untrue. His religious 
training is not much to be proud of when 
this professing Anglican would use delib­
erate lies to accomplish his ends. In point 
of fact the beliefs of Jehovah's witnesses 
are entirely different from that of commu-
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nism, so much so that the Bible-prea¢ting 
of, Jehovah's witnesses is banned in most 
Communist countries and the ministers of 
Jehovah's witnesses are put in concentra­
tion camps. 

The court said further: 
"In this, as in all cases respecting the 

custody of infants, the paramount consid­
eration by which the courts must be guided 
is the welfare of the infants, what is in 
their best interests 'viewed from all angles, 
material, physical, moral, emotional and 
intellectual as well as religious'. 

"Having regard to all the circumstances 
in this case, the court should not make an 
order that would permit the father to take 
the children away from the mother. It is 
clear from the record that they have a very 
great affection for her· and she for them. 

"These children have reached an age 
where they have views of their own in reli­
gious matters. Their opinions in that re­
gard may not be mature or settled but they, 
nevertheless, exist. They have a strong in­
clination toward the religion which haS 
been adopted by their mother and brothers 
and sisters. 

"I have not the slightest doubt that the 
father is most sincere in his belief that it 
is in the best interests of these children 
that they should be reared in the tenets 
of and become members of the Anglican 
faith. The mother, no doubt, is equally 
sincere in her beliefs concerning their re­
ligious training and affiliation. It is not for 
the court to decide as between the two re­
ligions." 

This decision shows clearly that dis­
crimination between religions is unlawful. 
The religion of Jehovah's witnesses has as 
much liberty as any other. 

Here again we are happy to report an 
instance where law and reason and fair 
play have overcome the emotional enthu­
siasm and religious prejudice which marred 
the decision of the lower court judge. 
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WOMEN are everywhere, but their 
ways of life, customs and opportu­

nities are everywhere different. For ex­
ample, in the Middle East ''cradle of civi­
lization''. What is woman's position there 
today? Has she advanced with the times? 
Are the women still veiled? Do they enjoy 
the same privileges as their sisters in other 
lands? What is their daily life like? The 
answers to these questions provide us with 
some interesting information. 

The area of the Arabian countries being 
the oldest inhabited part of the world, the 
customs and habits of the people date back 
to very early times and even today change 
slowly. The attitude displayed toward wom­
en in general and their position in life is 
no exception to this rule. Woman's role is 
accepted as decidedly inferior in life, her 
place is the home and her duty is to her 
husband and family. This is true of all 
classes, the rich and well-educated, the 
working class and the Bedouins, the people 
of the desert. To realize this attitude one 
has but to walk through the main shopping 
thoroughfare of the smaller country towns. 
Women shoppers are a minority. The ab­
sence of women's clothing stores and 
beauty parlors is striking to the Western 
traveler. But there is one custom as much 
for women here as in the West, and of 
as much interest to Eastern women as it 
is to their Western sisters. This is marriage. 

Though a taboo in all Western guide­
books on winning a husband, the parents 
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of the East still ''go to market'' for their 
daughter to find something durable aJJ.d 
reliable for her in the way of a mate when 
she nears seventeen or eighteen years. 
Sometimes the prospective spouse is a 
member of a branch of the same family, 
and he will usually be about ten or fifteen 
years the girl's senior. When the prospec­
tive bridegroom has made his choice and 
the girl's consent is obtained, arrangements 
are made for the ceremony. 

In strict Moslem families the future hus­
band pays over a sum of money to in-laws­
to-be. This fee is actually a deposit, for 
should the bride later leave her husband 
the money is returned. At the Moslem wed­
ding time the bride has to remain in her 
home until she is fetched by the bride­
groom and taken to his house. While wait­
ing, the girl arrays herself in her bridal 
robes and sits on a chair arranged as a 
kind of throne where all h~r lady fr\~ 
come to admire her. Not until after the 
ceremony and till the bridegroom_ has ac­
tually taken his newlywed to his house 
is he permitted to see her face for the first 
time. The Western cynic may at once 
imagine the many drastic consequences 
such a custom might lead to should the 
girl's features prove not so comely and the 
bridegroom's decorum not so rigid. This 
phase is today observed in only very strict 
Moslem families. 

In the average mind Middle Eastern 
women and the veil are inseparable. Now, 
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however, fewer than ever oblige this fancy, 
thoUgh of course strict Moslem women are 
still veiled. Nor is th_is just over the nose 
and mouth, but the black material they 
use completely covers their heads and 
necks. Originally this was in two thick­
riesses, but dui'ing the past ten years a 
l'New Look'' has caught up with the veil. 
It has become thinner· and thinner, until 
today, with the younger generation, it is 
almost transparent where it has not been 
discarded completely. In the .country a cov­
ering is worn on the head but the face is 
left exposed. 

Fashions in general are modem and 
among the wealthier families the latest 
styles prevail. These ladies have an abun­
dance of time on their hands, hence ample 
style on their bodies._ The Bedouin women 
are the only ones to still hold to the flow­
ing gowns; they are fond of bright colors, 
and their tight-waisted, ankle-length dress­
es showing off their fancy-edged long 
pantaloons make quite a splash. They cover 
their heads with white material but as in 
the case of the countrywomen their faces 
are left free to allow them more latitude 
of movement. 

The Housewife's Routine 
The average housewife is a very early 

riser. Housework is made considerably easy 
in that many houses have only one or two 
rooms. Most floors are tiled, marble or 
cement and are easily washed down, all 
being provided with a drain or outlet for 
the water, so all that is needed is a pan of 
water, a good brush and a sturdy forearm. 
Bed-making is not much trouble either, 
where th~y possess beds, the top quilt and 
sheet, which are sewed together, are neatly 
folded back. Where there are no beds the 
mattresses are put down on the floor every 
night and are stacked tidily in a corner of 
the room in the morning. In many country 
homes the baby's cradle consumes no floor 
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space whatever; it is suspended from the 
ceiling. The average dining room furniture 
offers little resistance. The table is often 
merely a low stool about six or eight inches 
from the floor. This makes possible the 
use of other like stools or the floor itself 
as substitutes for orthodox chairs. These 
all-purpose stools also serve as a conven­
ient perch for madam as she leans into the 
family laundry on washday. 

Housework might be simplified, but food 
is a more intricate problem and takes quite 
a time to prepare. The popular dish, kibbe, 
is prepared by pounding raw meat to a 
pulp in a large stone mortar with a wood­
en pestle, an operation sometimes requir­
ing an entire morning. This pulp is then 
mixed with wheat which has been previ­
ously boiled, dried and ground. Then garlic, 
mint and other herbs are added, and it is 
formed into shapes and baked or even 
eaten raw. However, the main diet con­
sists of sour milk called Tabni, beans and 
their favorite olives, which grow abun­
dantly in these parts. The bread is made 
without yeast, the dough formed into flat 
rounds with the hands. Town and city 
dwellers pile the soft rounds of dough onto 
a large shallow basket and haVe it taken 
to the communal ovens for baking. Coun­
tryfolk cook it at home either on sheets 
of tin over an open wood fire or sometimes 
by slapping it up against the inside of a 
large copperlike furnace and cooking it 
until it peels away from the sides, indi­
cating that it is done. At the meal this 
bread replaces knives and forks. Its soft, 
almost paperlike texture enables it to be 
torn into convenient sizes and these pieces 
are used to convey the food to the mouth. 

Cooking and cleaning out of the way, 
the rest of woman's day is spent with 
neighbors or relatives amid a friendly ex­
change of gossip. The Arabic people love 
to converse, and while the women's tongues 
are busy their fingers are too. Knitting is 
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their chief work; their guides are not paper 
patterns, but from their own imaginations 
they build up very lovely designs. Dainty 
and intricate embroidery is another of 
their accomplishments, together with cro­
chet and an extremely delicate lace work 
dQne with an ordinary sewing needle and 
silks OI' cottons over braiding. Additionally, 
the housewife is the dressmaker, for there 
are no stores with ready-made clothes. 

Countrywomen do not spend the time 
on handwork that the townswomen do, 
for there is always s6me work to be done 
on the land. When the olives and other 
crops are in season everyone from the vil­
lage gives a hand. 

A large family is considered a real bless­
ing. Consequently, much of the housewife's 
time is taken up with caring for the chil­
dren. Where it can be afforded the children 
are sent to school; and as far as girls are 
concerned, from the time they leave school 
till they get married they just help around­
the- home and leam from their mothers to 
knit and sew. Though in these difficult 
times the financial burden of a large fam­
ily is great, it is still considered lowering 
for a girl to go out to work. The poorer 

'I Have Taught from House to House• 

folk who cannot afford an education for 
their children send them out to work from 
as early an age as eight or nine years. The 
girls of these families usually cook and 
clean and even look after children when 
they are themselves but children. 

Thus the Eastern woman's role is one of 
subjection to the man, her whole duty be­
ing centered in her husband and family. 
She does not enjoy many of the privileges 
that her Western sisters do, but not having 
been used to other things she is fairly con­
tent with her lot. Despite their restrictions 
since- early times, such influence does not 
deter many of these honest-hearted women 
from embracing the promise held out to 
them as well as to their men of coming 
ideal life in the righteous new world of 
Bible promise. Perhaps in some respects 
they are freer to clutch fast to this hoPe 
than are their Western sisters who have 
been plagued with countless false horizons 
held before them by those who would wrest 
woman from her divinely ordained role as 
man's helpmate and force her into posi­
tions for which she is not fitted and in 
which the woman anxious to please God 
is not truly happy. 

'i: Thus said the apostle Paul in Acts 20:20. Thus, in effect, said Christ who went 
through the cities and villages. (Luke 8: 1) Thus say Jehovah's witnesses today, 
who, during 1951, spent 62.8 million hours in Kingdom gospel-preaching. (More 
hours than have past in the last 7,000 years~l,000 years more than man has lived 
on this earth!) And thus, occasionally, say a few of the world's religions who see 
what could be done if they could get their members to follow the example of 
Jesus, the apostles, and Jehovah's witnesses and go directly to the people. The 
Portland Oregonian reported (February 20) that Dr. Harry L. Williams of the 
Methodist Church is "directing a nation·wide evangelistic movement within his 
denominatiol\"· Efforts will be made, he said, by teams of lay workers to enlist 
the nonchurched in some denominational membership, either Methodist or other, 
through visits to homes in their communities. Pointing to ex-Communist Whittaker 
Chambers' statement about communism versus God, he said: ''Take Chambers' 
powerful definition of a witness, as a person in whom faith and life have become 
so much one that when he is called upon to testify he will do so regardless of cost 
or consequences. That is what we as Christians must come to." That sounds amaz· 
ingly like the position Jehovah's witnesses take world·wide, does it not? They live 
up to their name. 
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Oddi\ieS 
in !:he 

nEUJS 
Picy the Poor Ghost 
'i1 Sometimes the British accuse Americans 
of being ''trigger-happy", They say they were 
during the war and probably still are in 
Korea. But what about the trigger-happy 
policeman who tried to shoot a ghost he saw 
walking through a small English community? 
The one to pity, however, is not the em­
barrassed policeman, but the poor ''ghost''. 
ne was only a sleep-walker, and fortunately 
was not seriously wounded. The story leaked 
out through the London Sunday Expre3s. 

Submerged ''Cigar'' Serves Smugglers 
'l;' Smuggled cigarettes have provided a big 
btl8iness in Italy since the war. When shore. 
based spotlights on Lake Lugano ,picked out 
what looked "like a big cigar'' late in June, 
frontier guards gave chase with fast police 
lannches. However, the "big cigar" was a sub­
marine that got away safely, and in its place 
was only a string of waterproo.t packages 
containing $1,500 worth o.t cigarettes. 

Just What Tracy Would Do! 
~ Pardon us for smiling at the similarity 
between the comic pages and the news sec­
tion o.t the dally paper. In the comic pages 
Dick Tracy frequently uses his miraculous 
''wrist radio'' to communicate with head· 
quarters or get ln.tormation back to witnesses. 
Well, Chin Poy Is not a comic-strip character, 
but a real live Chinese-speaking ''under·cover 
agent'' who was ''wired for sound'' when he 
walked in on an old friend named On Lee 
last year and made arrangements to buy ille­
gal opium. Chin Poy had a ''small microphone 
in his inside overcoat pocket and a small an. 
tenna running along his arm", while outside 
another narcotics bureau agent had a receiv­
ing set and recorded the conversation. Wheth· 
er such a Dick Tracyish practice came under 
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the constitutional ban on 
''wire tapping'' was a ques­
tion that came before the 
United States Supreme 
Court. In a sharply divided 
ftve-to·!our decision It ruled 
on June 2 that the evidence 
was legal, and thereby up­
held the conviction of On 
Lee. 

The Thief Was Already in ]ail 
~ When Leland Ferre, a sickly 29-year-old 
ex-convict, was jailed in Monticello, IlllnoLs, 
.tor burglary, the doctor advised he be given 
" h as muc freedom as possible''. The neighbor-
ly sherin' took pity and agreed, Taking ad­
vantage of the liberty, Ferre swiped files and 
a metal saw at a nearby hardware store and 
fashioned himself a key. Back he went' into 
the burglary business, letting himself back 
into his cell after each foray, He lifted $485 
worth of merchandise from one store, $73 
from another. He even swiped the courthouse 
keys and tried to get the records of his bur· 
gJarizing. Failing, he pilfered $23 from the 
sheriff's desk. All was going well till one night 
the jallhouse cat made a prison break when 
Ferre opened the door. The sherit!, confident 
he had locked the cat inside the night before, 
investigated and found his own jail was har­
boring the one-man crime wave. Said the 
sheriff, "I don't even tl'llBt my deputy any. 
more,'' 

Only an Injured Foot 
't: Some big stories have come out of Texans, 
but this one about a Texan was related by 
U.S. Air Force Headquarters in Tokyo. It 
seems that a cargo drop was being made in 
turbulent weather to a Fifth Air Force radar 
unit in a mountainous region of Korea, An 
airman from Dallas was standing In the open 
door of a C-46 transport, assisting with the 
cargo that was to be parachuted to the troops 
below, when rough air currents set the big 
plane to bouncing and swerving madly. It was 
fl.ipped down and into a twisting maneuver, 
flinging the airman out into mid·air, then 
swerved back and scooped him right back in 
the same door. That close call did not injure 
the Texan, but on the next pass over the drop 
area a mere JOO.pound bundle of falling cans 
broke his foot. 
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WHICH WAY, 

il EIRC£. 
1951: ' 1We are now alerted agajnst 
Communism, but ••• we are not 
condemning the heart of tfie Com­
niunist doctrine, which is Social­
ism .... For many ·years now we 
have been very hospitable to the 
economic program of Karl Marx, 

NO LIBERTY-LOVING American will 
doubt the truthfulness of John Philpot 

CtuTan's words, that ''eternal vigilance is 
the price of liberty''. However, despite the 
frequent repetition of this. warning the 
American people have blindly followed 
false and incompetent leaders who have 
succumbed to the ancient temptations to 
grasp power and glory by bribing th~peo­
ple, with the people's ·own wealth, to acqui­
esce in the expansion of government. 

Thus beguiled and misled, during the 
first half of the twentieth century, the peo­
ple have traveled far oft' the road of Con­
stitutional government and into the ''no­
man's land'' of Socialism and dictatorship; 
a ''land'' which has ''already reduced to 
serfdom fully one-third of the world's in­
habitants'', said Senator HerbE>rt R. O'Con­
or Of Maryland. On March 20, 1952, he 
warned that America in its drift to a so­
cialized state was courting great danger, 
and that this trend to $0Cialism was pro­
ceeding along the four key fronts pre­
scribed by the late publicist, Harold J. 
Lasky, nam~ly: ''Public control of capital 
and credit. Public control 
of transport, fuel' power, 
coal mines, gas and water 
supplies. State ownership 
and control of the land, ans.I 
progressive taxation of in­
vestments and large in­
comes.'' 

Echoing the same danger 
signal, Mr. W. C. Mullen­
dore, president of the 
Southern California Edison 
Co., said, on November 27, 
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the father of Socialism and the founder of 
communism. Politically the majority of our 
people have voted more than once, and in 
their attitude toward the expanding pow­
ers of government they have repeatedly 
acted in such a manner as to indicate ap­
proval of large doses of Socialism, and of 
the doctrines of the Communist Manifesto 
of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.'' These 
serious charges Mr. Mullendore suppcrted 
with much evidence. 

To Americans who habitually minimize 
such warnings with ''it can't happen here'', 
John Foster Dulles says, ''It can't happen 
here has been the siren song that has lured 
the peoples of many countries to their 
doom. It is a sad thing to hear that song 
here by someone who aspires to high po­
litical office.'' ''Socialism by easy stages 
may be closer than you think. It can hap­
pen here,'' said the U.S. News & World 
Repart of April 18, 1952. ''Strikes, actual 
or threatened, are starting to push the 
United States a long way toward socialism. 
Only a thin line now divides free enter­
prise from nationalization of basic indus-
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tries of the nation.'' 1'his threat nas in­
creased greatly since 1940, with the gov­
ernmentls habit of taking over private in­
dustry. That habit, says U.S. News & 
World Report) has been accompanied by 
a ''willingness on the part of government 
to return industry to private hands, usu­
ally after imposing the conditions that gov­
ernment officials fixed for operation. Will­
ingness to turn back industry before it.s 
complete socialization, however, may not 
always exist''. 

Private owners of industry fear the pres­
ent trend toward an all-powerful central 
national government, which has already 
encroached upon the functions, the author­
ity and the financial resources of state and 
local governing units. Until the 1930's, the 
power of the government in Washington 
was for the most part strictly a limited 
power. The majority of power lay in the 
forty-eight states of the Union. Until that 
time, too, the distinctive American prin­
ciples outlined in the Declaration of Inde­
pendence were stressed, that ''all men are 
endowed by their Creator with certain un­
alienable rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi­
ness''; that ''to secure these rights, govern­
ments are instituted among men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the 
governed''. Men understood, too, as did the 
authors of the Declaration who wrote: 
''Whenever any form of government be­
comes destructive of these ends, it is the 
right of the people to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new government.'' The 
whole American principle of living was 
based on an economically independent citi­
zenry supporting and controlling a govern­
ment limited and confined by a written 
Constitution. The power of the purse, as 
that power was exercised from Washing­
ton, was limited. Government aid to states 
was generally limited to road-building, a 
few irrigation projects, or river and harbor 
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cteve1opments, etc .. The government was 
held to lack authority to regulate industry, 
to set wage scales, to fix prices, to regu­
late agriculture, to force workers to join 
llllions, to limit production. But all this 
seems to have been changed. 

Today, the once-powerful states are up 
to their necks in debt to the national gov­
ernment. Federal money goes to support 
the aged and the indigent, to build power 
plants and rural electric lines, to develop 
resources and promote housing, etc. 

Government Controls 
The drift toward government control 

and operation of all business is found to 
be far advanced at this time. The govern­
ment now demands fifty-two cents of each 
dollar of profit as it.s minimum share of 
corporate earnings and may take as much 
as seventy cents out of each dollar of profit. 
Some citizens work fifty to ninety days 
out of each hundred for the government. 
Many others work fifty to sixty days out 
of each hundred, while there are still larg­
er numbers who directly pay but little tax 
or who actually receive more from the 
government treasury than they pay into it. 

Back in 1949, Mr. Steinkraus, president 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the Unit­
ed States, in referring to anyone's looking 
ahead ten years from 1939, said: ''In this 
peacetime year [1949] he would be pay­
ing more than three times as much taxes 
as he was paying then [1939]. That's about 
the same as if he worked one week out of 
every four, for free, for the government.'' 
How many weeks per month does an aver­
age citizen work, for free, for the govern­
ment today? Mr. Steinkraus observed: 
''What I see in Washington day by day and 
week by week is the government taking 
steps, one at a time, down the road to com­
plete government control. These steps are 
sold to the American people, one at a time, 
as a promise of greater security, but at the 
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ultimate price of personal liberty and in­
dividual incentive.'' 

Government regulations now determine 
what minimwn rates of pay can be. Gov· 
ernment puts a limit on hours that may be 
worked without requirement of premiwn 
wage rates. The government also deter­
mines the supply of raw materials that 
many industries can get. Government de­
cides what kind of buildings can be built 
and who can build them. Government dic­
.tates the prices that industry can charge 
for its products. Government controls 
farm prices, and in emergencies it has a 
big say-so in the operation of individual 
farms. It reg u 1 ates airlines, pipelines, 
radio and television, railroads and induS­
try. With over seventy billion dollars to 
spend each year, it is in position to make 
or break many a private enterprise 
through placing or withholding contracts. 

Even private industry that is not seized 
or operated by the federal government is 
regulated to a great extent. Government 
controls over materials and controls over 
orders for tools are forcing private indus­
try into becoming a ''captive'' of govern­
ment. ''About the only right that manage­
ment retains 'is the right to bear financial 
losses resulting from government con­
trols','' said the head of a large sfeel com­
pany. 

The government has gone all-out in oper­
ating industry. During seizures it has 
operated retail stores, meat-packing plants, 
railroads, coal mines, aircraft factories, 
streetcars, bus lines, tugboats, leather fac­
tories, machine-tool plants, shipyards, tex­
tile mills, oil companies, a chemical plant, 
a tire company and lumber'mills. And on 
its own hook it operates a gigantic insur­
ance business in the form of the Social 
Security system and veterans' insurance. 
It operates barge lines, atomic-energy 
plants, synthetic-rubber plants, electric­
power systems, and through armed serv-
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ices it operates one of the biggest shipping 
lines and the biggest air transport line in 
the world. 

Growing Power of the Executive 
These wide and growing responsibilities 

of the national government add power to 
the executive branch of-government. Na­
tional emergencies, actual or designated, 
are another source of growing executive 
power. Justice George Rossman of the 
Oregon supreme court warned that Ameri­
ca might lose its heritage ''unless Congress 
puts a halt to surrendering more and more 
power to the executive branch of govern­
ment''. This branch has assumed such gi­
gantic proportions that ''the legislature 
has been pushed backstage; the judiciary 
has retired to the sidelines; the executive 
is left to command the strategic heights. 
The three great powers of government are 
no longer separate and two of them are no 
longer great. The trim pictui-e of govern­
ment which we used to know has been driv­
en into the archives''.-The New York 
Times magazine of August 29, 1943. 

In simple language, the constitutional 
government has been replaced by a type of 
government whose ultimate form removes 
most of the initiative, most of the freedom 
of action, and most of the Potential crea­
tiveness from the individual. It substitutes 
for these things government regulations of 
his work, his play, his personal financial 
business, his insurance, his doctor, hi.S 
dentist, his bank. ''It is not government 
that represents the will of the people. It is 
the approach to dictatorship,'' said Senator 
Martin of Pennsylvania. 

Unrecognizable hash is now being made 
out of the Constitution by a powerful cen­
tralized government at Washington. The 
road back to constitutional freedoms and 
individual liberties is a long grind uphill; 
the road to full government control is down­
hill all the way, Which way, America? 
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PROBLEMS: Solved or Otherwise 
''Hopp,'' Draws a Po!re 
«. Leonard Ferguson, a 3-year-old New York 
vetsion of Hopalong Cassidy, was playing 
with his 10-month·old sister .Amiee, the best 
playmate around at the time. Just horsing 
around, he jammed a headless toy drum down 
on her head and laughed. She did not. She 
howled! Their mOther could not get the drum 
o:I!' and called the police. Metal-cutting shears 
and petroleum jelly did the trick, but Arnice's 
screams drew numerous neighbors while 
Hopalong Jr. sulked in the background, fid· 
dling with his small.sized six-gun and worry· 
in& about the immediate future. We are not 
sure just what happened to little Hoppy's dig· 
n1ty when his mother got to the bottom of 
matters. After all, it was a private matter, but 
from what we hear, Hoppy Jr. would have 
had difficulty riding his pony that night. 

'
1Gentlemen: Why AU the Noise?'' 

«. A nervous man who lived close to a rail· 
road yard, wr! are told, penned this query 
about the switch engine's racket: ''Gentle· 
men: Why _is It that your switch engine has to 
dlng and dong and fl.z and spit and bang and 
hiss and pant and grate and grind and puff 
and bump and chug and hoot and whistle and 
toot and wheeze and jar and jerk and howl 
and snarl and growl and boom and crash and 
jolt and screech and snort and slam and throb 
and roar and rattle and yell like hell all night 
long?'' The informer further advises that 
after due deliberation the local railroad agent 
replied as follows: ''Dear Sir: Sorry, but if 
you are to get vital needs including meats and 
sweets and bread and spreads and guns and 
buns and beans and jeans and shorts and I 
skirts and cakes and rakes and socks and 
locks and dippers and slippers and lotions and 

Bird Baby Sitter 

notions and hooks and eyes and cherry pies 
and candy bars and nuts in jars and sugar 
and spice and everything nice to make you 
happy all your life-You shouldn't criticize the 
noise of the railroad.''-Plano (Texas) Btar 
Courier. 

''Landlord, WTiat Can You Do?'' 
Cl ''Any kids?'' asked a Springfield, Massachu· 
setts, landlord to a soldier and wife who were 
desperately seeking an apartment. ''Yes,'' said 
the sad-faced soldier as his wife brushed away 
a tear, "but they are in the cemetery." They 
got the apartment, paid six months rent in 
advance, then drove to the cemetery where 
their three children had been waiting, re­
turned with them and marched into the apart. 
ment. The landlord objected to the youngsters, 
but the parents happily brushed him off by 
waving their rental receipt. 

''But Officer, What Could I'a Done?'' 
Cl Pity poor Willie Smith. Here is the way he 
explained his plight to City Judge John J. 
Walsh in Utica, New York: "I was sitting in 
a car double parked in front of a grill. An 
officer told me to move the car and I explained 
to him the owner was in the grill The oflicer 
told me to move the car. Then I moved it 
just under twenty feet and the officer asked 
me for my license. I didn't have any; so he 
locked me up." Poor Willie was arrested De­
cember l, pleaded innocent, and was sent to 
jail, awaiting trial until the 19th, one day tor 
each toot he drove the car without a license. 
''I figured due to the circumstances I wasn't 
guilty,'' was his argument, but the omcer said, 
"He moved the car and he didn't have a Ii· 
cense,'' so Willie Smith changed his plea to 
guilty. 

'1;' Today's busy mothers can take a lesson from the strutting penguin, which, ac· 
cording to the Bulletin of the Chi~ago Natural History Museum, is unlike other birds 
that must leave youngsters unguarded if either mother or father cannot stay with 
the nest. Adelle penguins living in AntaJ1!tlca take per11oqal care of their very 
young, but later organize in groups and appoint a few birds to keep order in the 
nursery while the parents go about other activities, inclllding bringing home the 
bacon-we beg your pardon, the fl.sh for the family. 
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MASKED ROBBER OF THE 
WILDS 

"Thou makest darkness, and It Is night, where­
in all the beast& of the to~ creep forth . . . 
and seek thelr load from God. The sun arlseth, 
they get them away, and lay them down In their 
dens. Man goeth forth unto h!s work and to his 
labor until the evening. O Jehovah, how manifold 
are thy works! Jn wisdom hast thou made them 
all: the earth Is full of thy rlehes."-Psalm 

104:20-24, Am. Btan. Ver. 

NIGHT began to fall. High up near the 
top of an old hickory tree a rather 

peculiar animal lifted its heacJ out of a 
crow's nest and began to stretch. Its face 
was pointed like a fox's and it wore a mask. 
Its body was the shape of a bear and' its 
ears were wide and held straight up like a 
cat's. Its claws were sharp arid its paws 
hairless and black. It screeched like an 
owl, purred like a kitten, was as nosy as a 
gossiper, had the wit of a monkey and an 
appetite four times its size. It was not fast 
but clever, not strong but courageous. A 
friendly creature full of love .. Anything 
could happen when it decided to do things 
its way. It may be humorous, or it may be 
calamitous, but one thing is certain-It 
will never be monotonous! 

The Algonquian Indian called him ara­
kun) meaning ''he scratches with the 
hands''. Many a. dog would consider that 
a gross understatement. His friends in 
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science call him 
Procyon lotor, 
meaning ''one 

who washes''. Not that he is 
crazy about swimming or enjoys bathing, 
he takes to the water as a means of neces­
sity-either to fill his empty belly or t.o 
escape his enemies. But most Americans 
know the masked marauder as raccoon, or 
just plain coon. 

When born he is just a little fellow that 
could easily fit into the palm of your hand. 
He is born fully dressed, with a grayish­
black-and-brown coat, a bushy ringed tail 
and a mask. In his fuzzy outfit he looks 
considerably larger than he really is. When 
full grown he will measure 25 to 36 inches 
in Iepgth, and after meals will tip the scales 
to 25 pounds. There are a few big bruisers 
weighing 45 pounds, but these are rare. 

His Magicianlike Hands 
Foxes and wolves, otters and minks 

might equal him in tooth and claw; they 
might even have keener eyes, ears and a 
better sense of smell, but none can com­
pare with him in the use of his front feet. 
For they are not only feet but hands with 
a magician's deft skill and a touch as soft 
as any pickpocket artist's and as fast as 
the bat of an eye. These hands have won 
him respect and fame. He is listed among 
the most intelligent of animals, according 
to tests recorded in the Arnm;iron Journal 
of Psycholngy. With his hands he is known 
to ''climb bare steam pipes, open doors by 
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tunting knobs, and prankishly tum o:ff tM 
lights In a room by tticking the switches. 
••• When raiding hen yards, they quickly 
master ordinary gate and coop latches, 
drop onto high window sills from trees and 
fence posts, and push back windows which 
have been left partly open'.'. His remark­
able "fingers" quickly learn how to remove 
jar covers and the corks of bottles. Frogs 
buried deep in the mud may escape his 
keen eyes but not his sensitive fingers. 
Gently, and delicately as a snake's tongue, 
his probing fingers read the braille of the 
creek's bottom. 

In spring and summer Mr. Coon fares 
sumptuously. His nimble fingers comb the 
shallow pools for crayfish, and with a light­
ninglike stroke he has an appetizer. Next 
he will rol1 over a rock or two for a snack 
of insects or snails. But rolling over rocks 
is too much like work, and our friend finds 
work very distasteful. To eliminate the 
labor of prying shells apart he will place 
them on the river bank and let the heat of 
the swt do the job for him. But when he 
feels ambitious he will insert a fingernail 
between the shells, and in one deft sweep 
will lay bare their contents. If he still feels 
hwtger pangs he will dig for worms or 
grubs; but digging is hard work too so this 
diet is limited somewhat. Every now and 
then he will stop and listen to the night's 
many voices, his brain telling him each and 
all of them. If there are a few crickets 
chirping nearby he will add a few of those 
to his menu. A mouse or two, a quail or 
wood duck all make good eating. Ah! What 
is this? A turtle's nest! Look at 1hose eggs! 
His actions are those of a little boy who 
has just fowtd the cocky jar. 

His greatest passion is for juicy corn­
on-the-cob. The whole family is invited to 
the feast. They create such havoc ripping 
off ears of corn and breaking down stalks 
one. would think a herd of cattle had stam­
peded through the field. Now he could go 
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for a couple of chickens br a few gGOd. hen 
eggs. So his ravenous.appetite takes him to 
the hen house. These raids are well staged 
artd marked with finesse. George Heinold 
reported in The Saturday Evening Poat for 
April 8, 1950, that "when hen-house doors 
are guarded only by simple latches, he 
manipulates them with his ingenious paws 
until he has gained entry. In one case that 
I know of'', said Mr. Heinold, "a raccoon 
lifted a wooden latch and wantonly slaugh­
tered twenty-three fat hens. To get into 
an egg-storage shed, another turned the 
brass knob of an unlocked door. A farmer 
showed me the claw marks a coon had left 
when, finding a window slightly open, he 
had pushed it wide to effect felonious en­
try." Not in vain does he wear the mask. 

Other nights he might have a taste for 
fruit; then he will eat anything from plums 
to persimmons, including blackberries, 
cherries and pokeweed. Instead of picking 
the fruit off the trees, mamma will have 
the youngsters stay on the ground while 
she climbs the tree and shakes the limbs. 
After shaking down what she feels should 
be enough fruit she climbs down to join 
the playful cubs. 

Washes Food 
Mr. Coon is not fussy about what he eats 

and he does not wash everything that he 
eats. The wide variety of his menu auto­
matically debwtks that idea. It all depends 
on the locale of his "restaurant". If he is 
near water he will take time to wash his 
menu, but if he is not he will take it as it 
comes. Some naturalists suggest another 
reason for Mr. Coon's apparent cleanli­
ness-his lack of saliva to gulp down dry­
textured foods comfortably. Mr. Ringtail 
will eat ripe berries, plums, milky corn-on­
the-cob, and a great variety of fruits and 
vegetables that are naturally juicy without 
washing them. But such foods as a dog 
biscuit, which he delights in equally well, 
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he finds it necessary to dunk until they 
become soggy before he will swallow them. 
On the other hand, a dog, an animal with 
plenty of saliva. can gulp down a dog bis. 
cult without any trouble. So it appears 
that Mr. Coon has become a dunker not 
because he is fastidious about his food but 
because he likes his food to slide down with 
the greatest of ease. 

During hot summer days he will borrow 
a nest from a hawk or a crow and, like hu­
mans, sun-bathe in his lofty penthouse. 
The summer he loves but Old Man Winter 
he hates. One sniff of the cold and he finds 
himself a badger's hole or a cozy spat in a 
hollow of a tree and snoozes away until 
temperatures become more agreeable. The 
ten or fifteen extra pounds that he puts on 
during the summer are just enough to carry 
him through the winter months. 

Toward the latter part of February, Mr. 
Coon becomes restless. His ribs are begin­
ning to show and there is a gnawing of the 
stomach. But another hunger, one more 
urgent than the call of the stomach, moves 
him-the hunger for a mate and a family. 
The male coon is polygamous, while the 
female coon is strictly a 4'one-man gal''. 
After she has made her choice no other 
consort dare knock on her door or she will 
show him who is boss. Mr. Coon, on the 
other hand, will make quite a few friendly 
calls during the mating season. 

The young are born in late April or early 
May, nine weeks after the mating act. They 
average three to five in a litter. When 
about one-third grown, mamma coon takes 
them out for their first lesson in the art 
of hunting, fishing and self-defense. She 
teaches them how to trail mice and catch 
frogs, unearth insect larvae and spot turtle 
eggs, where to t.ind wild grapes and the 
best corn, the meaning of smells, feels, 
sounds and sights. She teaches them that 
not all sounds in nature's world are to be 
feared. For example: the song of the 
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cricket, or the friendly call of the whip· 
poozwill, the frog's leap into the water, a 
squeak of a field mouse, the moo of a cow, 
the neigh of a horse, and the borings of an 
insect. She also teaches them that their 
greatest enemy is man and his yelping 
hound dog. But coons are such friendly 
creatures. 

Mrs. Edward C. Dean of Byram1 Con­
necticut, in a letter to Natural Histary 
magazine wrote: ''A young female raccoon 
came to the cookhouse porch. 1 tossed her 
a flapjack, which she took immediately •... 
I offered a bit of chocolate, and she took 
it at once. At the next, she had all four 
paws up and was sitting contentedly in my 
lap showing not a trace of nervousness. 
This all happened in broad daylight .•. 
The following night we were waiting for 
her, but instead a large male raccoon came, 
and the same performance was repeated 
almost exactly, except that he was so big 
that he could only get his front paws in my 
lap.'' When hunted by man raccoons be­
come scarce and mamma raccoon proves 
herself a devoted mother. 

Many a hunter has reported instances 
where mother coon has parked her young­
sters in the treetop and deliberately made 
hunting dogs follow her until she could 
throw them off and return to her babies. 
Some authorities claim that an experienced 
coon is smarter than a fox. It takes a well­
trained dog to unravel a coon's trail. The 
coon will loop, double, run fences, pad over 
rock outcrops, backtrack and obliterate his 
scent wherever possible before hiding in a 
tree or a rocky nook. If the bright hotmd 
dog has solved the coon's pattern and 
comes close to Mr. Coon's hideout, well, 
Mr. Coon, the master strategist in battle, 
will take to the water. He does not go out 
looking for trouble but when it comes his 
way he can surely hold his own. His 
strategy is to lure the hound into deep wa. 
ter where the hound has to swim-then 

19 



Mr. Coon will climb upon the dog's head 
and force it under until the poor dog 
drowns. Sometimes a wily coon will capi­
talize on the element of surprise by plung­
ing from the tree limb down into a howl­
ing pack of dogs and with its sheer weight 
bowl the leader over. While the other dogs 
scatter in amazement Mr. Coon makes his 
way to safety. 

Mr. Heinold told how a coon outsmarted 
a dog. ''On the swamp's edges, the ice was 
frozen solid but there was only a thin, 
treacherous layer over the center. Cooney 
ran out onto the solid ice, stopped, and 
paused to size up the on-rushing dog. Then 

he employed an amazing blt of strategy. 
Turning on his side, he rolled across the 
perilous passage. The ice bowed and quiv­
ered, but cooney's weight was well dis­
tributed. He reached the opposite bank 
and took off into the woods. The dog, how­
ever, was not so astute as cooney. He 
plunged recklessly across the canal. The 
ice broke and a freezing bath ended the 
chase.'' 

Life·· with a raccoon is never dull. One 
learns to expect the unexpected. They are 
wonderful pets and most likely in God's 
new world of righteousness we will not be 
without them. 

DISFRANCHISING THE NEGRO IN THE U.S.A. 

'W ''A new way of disfranchising Negroes was 
devised recently, when Circuit Judge M. B. 
Smith handed down an order which literally 
ruled out of town the Negro section of Alta· 
monte Springs, Florida. Mayor John C. God· 
dard let the cat out Qf the bag by saying, 'I 
believe the move will greatly add to the har· 
mony in the town in general, as there will be 
no more rivalry and bidding for the colored 
vote.' At the tli;ne of the unprecedented action 
there were 210 whites and 205 Negroes on the 
qualified-voters' list of the municipalit:g. By 
court mandate white political supremacy in 
the commwiity will now be based not on a 
shaky five-vote majority but on a solidly lily· 
white electorate. The stroke of the judge's 
pen deprived the town's Negro residents not 
only of all voice in the public affairs of the 
eommtmlty but of all legal clalm to police, 
fire, sanitation, or public-health services, pre­
viously provided them after a fashion. While 
they have Ignored this aspect of the matter, 
Florida papers have made much of the fact 
that the court order prohibits the mtmicipal· 
ity from 'exercising any jurisdiction' over the 
Negro community. This new emancipation can 
be compared with the removal of the Amerl· 
can Indian to barren reservations where he 
was 'free' to govern hlmself by tribal law pro· 
vided there was no con.tlict with United States 
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law. Nor can we escape the similarity with 
Hitler's consignment of the Jews of Europe 
to second-class citizenship behind ghetto walls. 
'W ''The white supremacists were formerly 
content to gerrymander voting districts in 
such manner as to assure white majorities 
in each. Now for the first time Negroes have 
been gerrymandered out of town. There are, 
of course, a considerable number of commu· 
nities and counties in the South which through 
terrorism and other forms of pressure have 
managed to maintain a lily·whlte status, That 
this ls contrary to the Fourteenth Amendment 
of the Constitution does not appear to matter 
much; not since 1903 has the federal govern· 
ment admonished a community to open its 
doors to residents regardless of race. If the 
action at Altamonte is condoned, the way will 
be wide open for Dixiecrat politicians all over 
the South to crush grass-roots democracy 
which has been slowly evolving since the Su­
preme Court decisions against the white pri· 
mary. With racial residential zoning unlm· 
paired by Supreme Court decisions forbid· 
ding judicial enforcement of restrictive cove­
nants, It would be a simple matter to ampu. 
tate Negro neighborhoods from the body of 
many communitles."-From The Nation, De­
cember 15, 1951. 
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Law Opens Way for Swedes 
to Flee State Church 

By ''Awak•l'' corre1pond•nl In Sw9dton 

0 N JANUARY 1, 1952, a new law re­
garding religious freedom in Sweden 

became valid. The law provides freedom to 
the extent that it is not necessary for a 
person to belong to a state-recognized 
church or denomination, as was formerly 
the case. The law also provides that those 
who desire to leave the State Church are 
at liberty to do so, provided they first ap­
pear in person before the parish priest of 
that territoi-y and notify him of the same. 

A large number of persons have nothing 
' more in common with the State Church 

than the fact that they were born into 
it. These form the ''inert mass of 'stay-at­
homes', the half-hearted habitual Chris­
tians'', as the well-known columnist, Dr. 
Phil. Stig Ahlgren, disrespectingly styled 
them in a column in the Vecko-Journalen. 
''The clergy are proudly counting the mil­
lions who are sleeping in their pews, and 
the beadle is told: Don't waken them, lest 
they leave the church!'' And he added that 
''the majority, if they have any religion at 
all, are sticking to the god called Lax". 
Dr. Ahlgren further stated: ''The proper 
thing to do would have been to excommu­
nicate the entire nation and thereafter 
have the individual apply for membership 
in the church.'' This, of course, would test 
the parishioner's integrity to the church. 
The clergy fear if this we.re to happen few 
would return. 

Critical in his attitude also was Profes­
sor Victor Svanberg, who considered it a 
great weakness on the part of the State 
Church that she is trying to keep as many 
members as possible, while retracting 
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more and more of 
her beliefs. Also 
Vilhelm Moberg, 
author of the 
book Emigrants~ 
fired off the fol­
lowing: ''If I am 
to answer the question why people want 
to leave the State Church, my .answer is: 
Because she does not represent the orig­
inal teaching of Jesus.'' 

The clergy are pleading with the people 
to stay with the State Church, but for the 
most part their cries have fallen on deaf 
ears. The archbishop, Dr. Yngve Brilioth, 
at the time when the first ones were regis­
tering to leave the church, appealed: ''Do 
not sever the bonds that bind you to the 
church of the fathers!'' Bishop Giertz of 
Gothenburg stated: ''From the church's 
own viewpoint it is only consistent and 
proper that those who are opponents and 
enemies of Christianity also leave the 
church.'' But he added that the ''church 
of the fathers'' was very wide-embracing 
and promises eternal salvation to each and 
every one whom she has baptized as an in­
fant. The bishop lamented that intrusion 
by the government on the domain of the 
church was a ''rough treatment'', which 
may become fatal. 

Already the prescriptions as to office 
hours, vacations, etc., of the clergy, which 
the government recently issued without 
having asked the synod of the church or 
the cathedral chapters to express them­
st!Ives thereon, are said to have ''aroused 
great unrest and indignation among the 
clergy all over the cotmtry''. In a telegram 
to the premier, Mr. Tage Erlander, an as-
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.seumiy or the d.tocese or ~Kara aemanaea 
an ''immediate revision'' of the rules, as 
these were ''a check on the church's passi­
bilities to carry out her mission''. Their 
appeal did not bring any action on the part 
of the government, which may be reckon­
ing that the clergy, because it is made up 
of a number of government servants who 
get their positions and their pay from the 
government, ought to comply with the 
prescriptions they receive from their em­
ployer. 

The Number Fleeing Church 
According to the Stockholm Dagens 

Nyheter, February 1, up to that date 1,381 
persons in Stockholm had left the church 
(the number is now considerably higher, 
although no official figures are available) 
and ''the majority of them are supposed 
to be Jehovah's witnesses''. How do the 
parish offices know that, since according 
to regulations the parties are not to be 
questioned concerning their beliefs? Sim­
ply because Jehovah's witnesses have been 
using the opportllllity to give a reason for 
their resignation, thus testifying to their 
belief. 

In several places, in the capital as well 
as in the country, long and profitable dis­
cussions arose between the witnesses and 
the priests, and instances have been re­
ported where the priest even took time to 
come to a regular Bible study, conducted 
by one of Jehovah's witnesses, to further 
investigate their work. Many parish priests 
had been waiting for Jehovah's witnesses 
to register their resignation, and many of 
these sided with Jehovah's witnesses, stat­
ing that they have for many years looked 
for an opportunity to declare their con­
viction as Jehovah's witnesses do, because 
they believed, too, that the new world un­
der Christ is mankind's only hope. 

Of eourse, such a message the State 
Church does not dare to accept or support, 
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oecause she herself is a part of the present 
system of things. The clergy would, in fact, 
have become very much surprised if these 
witnesses had not appeared and registered 
their resignation. On the other hand, those 
so-called free church denominations, whose 
members have hitherto not been allowed 
by the law to resign their membership, of 
the State Church because their denominaa 
tions had not been granted recognition by 
the government, have been found to be 
very uncertain as to their course. Pastor 
Lewi Pethrus, the leader of the Pentecostal 
movement in Swedell, stated: ''!hold that 
the new law regulating religious freedom 
is no reason for us in the Pentecostal move­
ment to leave the church, on the contrary. 
•.. A flight from the church would surely 
mean a step toward her disestablishment. 
What that would mean to the teaching of 
Christianity in the public schools .•. to 
the social service, etc., is easily seen.'' 
Methodist Bishop Th. Arvidsson, on the 
other hand, declared (in the Stockholm 
Svenska Morgonb-za.det, February 2): ''It is 
up to the individual Christian to .consider 
whether he wants to stay in the State 
Church or not. Your salvation is not de· 
pendent upon what you decide in this mat­
ter. But, on the other hand, it will obvi­
ously cause quite a bit of uncertainty when 
a free church member remains in the Es­
tablished Church.'' 

Will Catholic Church Grab Opportunity? 
''Now, after 400 years, 'apostate' Sweden 

has at last fallen into the hands of the Ro­
man Catholic Church,'' was the opinion of 
Poul Bjerre, M.D., a very well-known 
psychiatrist, notable for his stand against 
Catholicism, which he blames for the 
world's disunity. He reckoned that Sec­
tion 5 in the new law which authorizes 
monasteries to be instituted in Sweden 
(government permission is to be had in 
each case, whereas formerly it was entire-
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ly forbidden) is giving Rome a very fine 
chance. ''It is a fact,'' wrote the Svenska 
MiBsionsfOrbundet's week I y, that ''the 
Catholic Church is on the effensive. The 
number of priests in this country is rapidly 
increasing. . . . everything is indicating 
that the Roman Church is advancing in 
arch-Protestant Sweden, and symbolically 
enough at the time of the 400th anniver­
sary of Laurentius and Olaus Petri (the 
fathers of the Reformation in Sweden), 
who both died in 1552''. Immigration dur­
ing and after World War II of ardent Cath­
olics from southern countries has allowed 
the church to establish several fulcrums 
in the country. At the university of Lund 
alone there are at least three Catholic 
''spiritual guides'' at work among the stu­
dents. At VexiO, where the Catholics re­
cently got a church building of their own, 
there are now three priests, although the 
number of Catho1ics in the town itse1f is 
only 60 and in the county 300, mostly of 
German, Czech, Polish and Italian nation­
ality. The Catholic Church has been grant­
ed the right to establish nurseries out of 
public funds and run them by ''sisters'' 
from local Roman Catholic parishes. 

The whole state of affairs is causing in­
creased anxiety among those who are bear­
ing the Christian name as a label only. 
Some are of the opinion that it is necessary 
to protect the State Church at all cost, 
even if they do not believe in her. ''I am 
not contemplating to leave the Church,'' 
wrote author Arvid Brenner in the Idun 
magazine. ''I stay there not exactly out of 
Jove for the church as an institution. I do 
not believe that she was established by 
God and I do not believe in the dogmas and 
do not at all like the pastoral letters of 
the bishops and such like .•. But a world 
without churches would be poor and cold.'' 
This sentimental declaration well mirrors 
the attitude of the masses. Another author, 
Karl Vennberg, wrote that ''the free 
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churches are still more empty religiously 
than the state Church and do no longer 
feel even a construed pressure from her 
side'', but he asserted (in the Stockholm 
Aftonbladet, January 8) his respect for 
''that small-numbered company who are 
bolrtlv and openly standing forth''. 

Full Freedom Not Guaranteed 
The first paragraph in the law of re.1\-­

gious freedom provides that each one is 
entitled to freely exercise his religion, pro­
vided he does not thereby disturb the 
peace of society or cause general indigna­
tion. This ''safety valve'' in the hands of 
incapable and prejudiced authorities could 
become a hindrance to the preaching of 
God's Word which arouses the sleeping mil­
lions to face the facts before it is too late, 
Many have already' seen this possibility, 
among them the author Olof Lagercrantz, 
who wrote: ''The paragraph impresses you 
as an unaltered !}ample from those un­
pleasant days when a carpenter's son in 
Palestine was walking about and causing 
general indignation and to a large extent 
disturbed the peace of a well-regulated 
society. Our law-givers have sensed that 
such a thing must not be repeated. Whoso­
ever is showing signs indicating that he is 
taking his religion· seriously must be 
stopped right from the start.''-Stockholm 
Dage?is Nyheter, March 22, 1952. 

The statement is a justified one. The law 
is a step toward a religious freedom that 
many had thought was existing in this 
country long ago, but that has not yet been 
fully realized. Perfect freedom to worship 
God will come to this earth when God's will 
is done here as it is in heaven. For then 
''the earth shall be filled with the knowl­
edge of the glory of Jehovah, as the waters 
cover the sea''. (Habakkuk 2:14, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) We in Sweden look forward to that 
time. 
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CARNAUBA - THE PROVIDENTIAL PALM 

ly ''Awak•I'' corrnpondent in Brazll 

IN THE northeastern part of Brazil, in the 
states of Maranhlio, Cearll, Pernambuco, 

Piaui, and Bahia grows the carnaU.ba, called 
by natives palmeira previdenoia, the provlden· 
tial palm. This tree grows up to forty-five feet 
high, has a perfectly :r;pund or oval crown of 
tan-shaped leaves, each like the open palm 
of a hand with fingers outspread. Its leaves 
prqduce a wax, which enables it to withstand 
the scorching tropical sun with little or no 
water, until the rainy season floods the low· 
lands. The lower part of the tree is full of 
the projecting remnants of former leaves and 
flower sheaths. 
'W ?'forth Americans might call the t:r.ee a 
''jack·of-all·trades'', because it is used for a 
thousand and one difre~nt items. Its famous 
wax is used in shoe polish, floor wax, carbon 
paper, as insulation in electrical appliances, 
in varnishes and similar products. Yes, it can 
be tound in sound films, Inks, batteries, in the 
textile industry and even in explosives. The 
finest building material comes from the 
smooth middle part of the trq,nk of the car· 
natiba. Not only is the highly polishable wood 
excellent fQr furniture but it is termite. 
resisting too. It is practically immune to salt 
water and can therefore be used to advantage 
in ttJ.e construction of docks, piers, etc. The 
dried stalks of leaves make fine chicken coops 
that will last from ten to fifteen years. 

'W The pith of the leafstalk is used as a cork 
substitute, while the fibers make a good weav­
ing material The marrow of the top part of 

Consideration 

the trunk is edible. It ts called the ''cabbage" 
of the carnaUba. Its fruits are edible wherr 
ripe. The nut within the fruit yields oil of com­
mercial value. Roasted, the dried pulp Is used 
as a coffee substitute. Mixed with milk it is a 
healthful drink. Even the roots, specially 
those of the white carnaU.ba, are valuable be· 
cause of their healing properties. The natives 
use them In the treatment of skin eruptions. 

I 
The only thing left is the leaves, but these 
are money producers. 
".i: The wax that protects the young leaves ls 
the product of the tree ·most in demand. The 
young leaves are cut down twice a year in the 
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dry season between September and December. 
They are left to dry in the shade from two to 
four days. After this they are sliced and most· 
ly hand-threshed, causing the dry wax to fall 
off the leaves like dust. The wax is convenient· 
ly molded into blocks or slabs for commercial 
purposes. This wax occupies a chief place 
among the raw materials exported by Brazil. 
~ Since the wax is the princlpa) money­
maker, the rest of the palm is used mostly 
locally and not on a big industrial scale. 
Imagine the riches hid in the eighty and more 
million carnaliba trees growing in this region! 
And this is only one of the approximately 
1,200 varieties of palm trees! 
~ Yet greater riches does it produce! Its 
majestic beauty swaying graciously in the 
gentle breeze swells man's heart with praise 
to the great Creator, who is rich indeed! ''O 

I LoRD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all: the earth is full of 
thy riches."-Psalms 104:24; 148:5·13. 

er, Occasionally In today's mechanized world a spark of kindness and human con· 
sideration warms the hearts of an almost cynical generation. At New York's buzz. 
ing International Airport (the world's largest) a family of ducks got the right of 
way and held up a modern mechanized giant for eight minutes. The TWA plane 
came In for a landing and was taxiing to the unloading gate when a mother duck, 
followed by eight ducklings, mounted the strip and waddled down the concrete 
ahead of the plane. Despite an impatient radio message from the control tower 
the plane's captain could not bear to run down the Jamily, and waited until the 
ducks disappeared off the runway. In a world of cold wars and atom bombs it is 
good to know that consideration for small lives still exists in some quarters. 
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Prayer Solely 
''a Self-generating Power''? 

AMONG those who believe in the efficacy 
of praying we find two extremes. On 

the one hand there are those who pray ex­
pecting miracles. Such as the 2.5 million 
inhabitants of the Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
area who in October ·1951 prayed for rain 
to end the w.orst drought they had seen in 
thirty years. Or like Cardinal Micara, vicar 
general of Rome, who in MaT17h 1951 pre­
pared a special prayer asking God to stop 
the rains that had lasted for three months, 
and which prayer the cardinal commanded 
the more than 1,000 priests of Rome to re­
cite at every mass until good weather 
came. Or like the 25,000 that gathered at 
Fordham university in May 1951 to pray 
for peace. All such prayers show a woeful 
lack of understanding of God's purposes 
and his rules respecting prayer. 

Likewise misinformed are those who, 
while appreciating the futility of praying 
for miracles, are convinced there is some 
good in praying and so have concluded that 
its benefits must be chiefly or solely psy­
chological or automatic, in that the very 
act of praying benefits us mentally and 
emotionally. As one writer expressed it 
''Honest-to-God prayer is a kind of mental 
health insurance''. 

Many clergymen take this position as a 
sop to modern materialistic science. Such 
like to quote the late Dr. Alexis Carrel, 
noted scientist and Nobel prize winner, 
who had some very definite ideas on the 
subject. In an article entitled ''Prayer Is 
Power'', among other things he stated: 
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''Prayer is not only worship; it is also an 
invisible emanation of man's worshiping 
spirit-the most powerful form of energy 
one can generate. The influence of prayer 
on the human mind and body is as demon­
strable as that of the secreting glands. Its 
results can be measured in terms of in­
creased physical buoyancy, greater intel­
lectual vigor, moral stamina, and a deeper 
understanding of the realities underlying 
human relationships. 

''If you make a sincere habit of prayer,'' 
Dr. Carrel continues, ''your life will be very 
noticeably and profoundly altered. Prayer 
stamps with its indelible mark our actions 
and demeanor. A tranquillity of bearing, a 
facial and bodily repose, are observed in 
those whose inner lives are thus enriched. 
Prayer is a force as real as terrestrial grav­
ity. Prayer, like radium, is a source of 
luminous, self-generating energy.'' 

To such men as Carrel, the ''triumphant 
hosannas of a great oratorio, or the hum­
ble supplication of an Iroquois hunter beg­
ging for luck in the chase, demonstrate the 
same truth: that human beings seek to 
augment their finite energy by addressing 
themselves to the Infinite source of all 
energy''. And in conclusion Dr. Carrel 
states: ''If the power of prayer is again 
released and used in the lives of common 
men and women, if the spirit declares its 
aims clearly and boldly, there is yet hope 
that our prayers for a better world will be 
answered.'' Incidentally, neither the Scrip­
tures nor the physical facts warrant us in 
concllt'ding that man has within himself 
the power needed to work out his own sal­
vation. 
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That the mind has a powerfUI effect over 
the body, which can be physically demon­
strated, cannot be denied Doubtless much 
of the success of Christian Science and of 
other faith healing is based on this fact. 
No question about it, by putting oneself 
in the right frame of mind one can think 
more clearly, can better cope with his 
problems. But to argue that the benefit 
that comes from proper mental habits is 
the objective of prayer, is merely to fall 
into the snare that self-gain is godliness. 
-1 Timothy 6:5, 6. 

According to this theory it does not mat­
ter much to whom we pray, nor so much 
what we pray for, nor even the motive. 
Just so long as we sincerely pray we shall 
be benefited thereby. But according to the 
Bible prayer involves far more than merely 
the exercise of mind over matter; far 
more than the benefit that comes from 
proper thinking; the help that comes from 
giving expression to our deepest longings, 
needs, fears and hopes. Nowhere dbes the 
Bible encourage us to pray because it is 
'good mental insurance', because it is 'a 
self-generating power'. 

On the contrary, the Bible assures us 
that proper prayer puts us in touch with 
the one true ~. who really does hear and 
answer prayer. It also makes clear that 
prayers addressed to nonexistent gods are 
futile. (Psalms 65:2; 135:15-18~ Mere sin­
cerity is not enough either. No doubt the 
450 prophets of Baal in the days of Elijah 
wei:e sincere, or they would not have 
slashed themselves with knives in their 
prayers to their god Baal; but with all 
their efforts their prayers benefited them 
not one bit. All they got for their pains· 
was execution in keeping With God's law 
concerning apostate Jews. (Deuteronomy 
13:1-5) On the other hand, when Elijah 
prayed, God heard and answered by send­
ing down fire from heaven.-1 Kings 
18:20-40. 
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The disciple James tells us that Elijah, 
on another occasion, prayed that it should 
not rain, and it did not rain for three years 
and six months; and then he prayed for 
rain, and it rained. And ii) regard to 
prayers uttered in behalf of others he as­
sures us that ''a righteous man's supplica­
tion when it is at work has much force''. 
It benefits others, not because it is a 'self­
generative force', but because God hears 
and answers prayer.-James 5:15-18, New 
World Trans. 

Nehemiah prayed to God while standing 
in the presence of King Artaxerxes. God 
answered his prayer by causing the king 
to give favorable consideration to Nehe­
miah's requests. That prayer affected the 
king, not Nehemiah. (Nehemiah 2:1-8) 
Jonah prayed to God while in the belly of 
the big fish. God heard and answered his 
prayer by causing the fish to spew out 
Jonah. That likewise was not merely a 
matter of psychology.-Jonah 2:1-10. 

Jesus prayed to God at the tomb of 
Lazarus who had been dead four days. Can 
we explain the mighty power of God· that 
caused Lazarus to rise on the basis of 
prayer's 'self-generating force'? (John 
11:41-44) Jesus tells us that just as a 
parent is glad to give good things to his 
children so our heavenly Father is glad to 
give the holy spirit to those that ask him 
for it. That analogy would be pointless if 
prayer's benefits were automatic. (Mat­
thew 7:7-11) And in his illustration of the 
importunate widow he also shows that it 
is a matter of God's hearing and answer­
ing prayer. (Luke 18: 1·8) See also 2 Chron­
icles 6:32, 33; Psalm 107; James 1:5-8. 

Without doubt good mental habits ex­
ercise a beneficial effect on one's mental, 
emotional and physical processes and func­
tions. But God commands us to pray, not 
because of that fact, but because he hears 
and answers prayer's, provided that they 
are uttered in accord with his purposes. 
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Denmark 

D ENMARK is a little country of some 
171000 square miles, or about twice the 

size of the state of New Jersey. Composed 
of the peninsula of Jutland and nwnerous 
islands, its population of 4,300,000 makes 
it one of the most densely populated coun­
tries in the world. It is a pleasant land of 
low hills and valleys and rolling country­
side, one of its loftiest peaks being but 579 
feet above sea level. Its coastline of some 
5,000 miles is studded with many beautiful 
bathing beaches. 

The Danes are excellent farmers and 
some 80 per cent of their land is produc­
tive. Farms are generally small and inten­
sively cultivated, and their chief products 
are grains, cattle, butter, eggs and bacon. 
In spite of the importance of agriculture 
the majority of the population is engaged 
in commerce and industry. Fisheries are 
important as also are the shipbuilding, 
foundry, flour, pottery and margarine in­
dustries. A peculiar export product is foot­
ball players, quite a number of the best 
ones having been ''sold'' to other countries. 

The Danes at one time were fierce war­
riors, having dominion over Norway and 
Sweden and even invading England in the 
eleventh century. Today the Danes are 
peaceful and freedom-loving and only re­
cently have stepped up rearmament be­
cause of having sided with the Western 
bloc. 

If there still is democracy in this con­
fused world it can be said to be found in 
Denmark. It has a written constitution 
which gives its citizens real protection in 
many respects. The judges are wholly in-
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dependent of the rest of the government. 
Radical movements in either religion or 

politics do not make much headway in Den­
mark. Illiteracy is practically nonexistent 
and there are many elementary and secon­
dary schools as well as universities. The 
Danes have a good sense of humor, much 
like that of the Affiericans. Though most 
of them belong to the Danish State Church, 
which is Lutheran, they are not very reli­
gious. In fact, much of the population is 
quite indifferent toward religion, and this 
is true especially of the menfolk. 

The fear of war is very common in Den­
mark, even as it is in most European coun­
tries. A war would mean ruin both of them­
selves <,md of their beautiful country. See­
ing that the postwar period has not brought 
what it was supposed to, many are becom­
ing disgusted with human schemes and ar.e 
beginning to pay attention to the message 
of Jehovah God. Five years ago when Jeho~ 
vah's witnesses in Denmark began stand­
ing on the streets offering the magazines 
to passers-by, the people were quite 
amused and thought it an extraordinary 
idea. The persistence and determination of 
the witnesses in doing this work has, in the 
course of time, earned the respect of many 
people; and now the witnesses are reaping 
the results of their patient labors as many 
take their stand for Jehovah. 

A friendly clergyman wrote some time 
ago; ''To get in touch with the workers 
and youth, Jehovah's witnesses do not need 
to alter their preaching to include national, 
social and educational lectures. The mes­
sage they bring is so powerful in itself that 
thinking people cannot do other than listen 
to it.'' There is a saying in Denmark that 
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If the audience In the church Is less than 
three persons the minister does not have 
to give his sermon. In a little village where 
this situation occurs quite frequently, the 
minister gives the few faithful ones a 
basket of apples instead of the sermon. It 
is no exaggeration to say that these people 
bring home more than churchgoers gen­
erally do. 

Of course, the work of Jehovah's wit­
nesses in Denmark is opposed by many, but 
reports of violent opposition are extremely 
rare, and no real mob actions such as take 
place in totalitarian or strongly Roman 
Catholic countries have ever been reported. 
Chagrined at the increase of the work of 
Jehovah's witnesses, the clergy often 
preach against the witnesses, but instead 
of harming their work such preaching 
only causes the people to manifest more 
interest in it. Particul"arly is this the case 
in regard to a certain theologian who has 
been traveling all over Denmark, for sev­
eral years now, lecturing against Jehovah's 
witnesses. 

Recently the clergy succeeded in causing 
the cancellation of a contract whereby Je­
hovah's witnesses had obtained the use of 
an auditorium; the owner locking them out 
in the midst of their assembly. However, 
the sheriff forced the owner to st.and by 
his contract. At the public lecture one of 
the Lutheran priests got up and invited the 
people to come to hear an attack on Jeho­
vah's witnesses. 

The meeting attacking Jehovah's wit­
nesses was held a week later and about 
1,000 attended. So vulgar and abusive was 
the language used by these priests in their 
attacks on Jehovah's witnesses that many 
people were shocked. As a result of that 
meeting alone eight persons expressed their 
desire to quit the Danish Lutheran Church. 

Not very long ago the leader of the Dan­
ish Inter-Mission stated that the church 
was going downhill. He told that many 
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mission houses had to be sold because no­
body attended the meettngs. But Just the 
opposite is the case with Jehovah's wit­
nesses in Denmark-more and more King­
dom Halls are being built all over the coun­

' try. 
A few months ago a teacher at one of the 

big colleges telephoned the Danish branch 
office of the Wat_chtower Society to invite 
one of the staff to give a lecture on the 
subject ''What is the view of Jehovah's wit­
nesses respecting the Old Testament, es­
pecially the book of Isaiah?'' The invita­
tion was accepted and one of the staff went 
to speak to about 50 young men and wom­
en, all prospective schoolteachers. As this 
was their regular class for religion each 
one had his own Bible. They all took turns 
in looking up the citations and reading 
them aloud. After the talk was given they 
had the opportunity to ask questions, and 
they certainly had many of them. When 
the bell rang for lunch the teacher asked 
if they wanted to stay to hear more. They 
all stayed and asked manY more questions 
on what Jehovah's witnesses believe. Copies 
of The Watchtower were distributed to all. 

Today there are more than 6,000 min­
isters of Jehovah preaching in Denmark, 
or one to every 700 persons, and there are 
good prospects for many more. Some 8,000 
attended the Memorial celebration of the 
Lord's death. A few rilonths ago there was 
a convention for the circuit of Copenhagen 
and 4,512 attended. At the last national as­
sembly 6,912 heard the public lecture. The 
problem now is to find places large enough 
for these conventions. 

Truly in Denmark the words of the 
prophet Isaiah are. finding fulfillment: 
''Enlarge the ·place of thy tent, and let 
them stretch forth the curtains of thy 
habitations; spare not: lengthen thy cords, 
and strengthen thy stakes. For thou shalt 
spread abroad on the right hand and on 
the left.''-Isaiah 54:2, 3, Am. Stan. Ver. 
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Korea: Unending Talks 
+ Last spring a news report 
said: ''At Panmunjom, the 
Communists began planting 
shade trees against the sum­
mer heat.'' In case it affects 
the permanence of the talks, 
they have replaced the circus 
tents near which they planted 
those trees with a solid wood· 
en house. Both sides still stood 
firm on the prisoner issue, but 
North Koi'ean Premier Kim 
said (8/14) his country ''does 
not consider it dishonorable to 
conclude an armistice ... after 
fighting against 19 powers for 
three years'', even though 
there is ''neither victor nor 
vanquished". Talk of' truce, 
however, was contradicted by 
the Peking radio, which de­
clared Communists would 
''smash the schemes of the 
American aggressors'', really 
only ''paper tigers''. As the 
war continued the U. N. In· 
creased military pressure to 
try to force a truce. 

Candidates by the Dozen 
+ With U.S. politics rolling in 
high gear (the Republicans 
crying for an end of corrup­
tion and eye in g tottering 
Southern states; the Demo· 
crats saying everyone is happy 
with current prosperity) it is 
surprising just how many men 
are actually running for presi­
dent. Besides Adlai Stevenson 
and Dwight Eisenhower, there 
is a whole fistful of others. 
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The Progressives favor "co­
operation'' with Russia and 
spons'or San Francisco lawyer 
Vincent Hallinan. Cowboy sing­
er and ''converted alcoholic" 
Stuart Hamblen is the Prohibi­
tion candidate. The Socialists 
sponsor a Reading, Pennsyl­
vania, lawyer; Socialist Work· 
ers are for immediate with­
drawal from the Korean war, 
and Socialist Labor's candi­
date says British Laborltes are 
''phony Socialists'•. America 
First and the Christian Nation­
alists both sponsor General 
MacArthur, but Without his 
pennlsslon. Pig farmer Henry 
Krajewski of Secaucus, New 
Jersey, says he is the Poor 
Man's candidate. Bishop 
Homer A. Tomlinson of the 
Church of God Bible party 
wants to beat swords into 
plowshares. The Greenbackers 
admit they have little hope, but 
the Seattle grocer Who is their 
candidate said, ''The great ma­
jority of my customers feel that 
it is quite an honor to do bu•i· 
ness with a presidential can­
didate.'' Mrs. Ellen Linea W. 
Jensen, the Washington Peace 
candidate, ls an astrologist 
who claims to be in close 
communion with George Wash· 
ington ''on the other side". The 
American Vegetarian party 
has a candidate but does not 
want to be corrupted ''like the 
Republicans and Democrats'' 
by being on the ballot. ''Pow­
er.'' they remind, ''breeds evil.'' 

Konia1 Govel'llDM!Dt 8ecared 
+ While the U. S. le concerned 
with presidential canilldates, 
the election In Korea was over 
weeks aito. However, It Is 
worthy of attention. Without 
speeches, w Ith out even ac­
knowledging the party that 
nominated hitn, President 
Rhee, as was expected, swept 
in a huge majority. He is the 
only one known to everyone, 
about the only possible leader 
of Korea, Yet opposition is 
mounting since he imprisoned 
opposition members of the Na· 
tional Assembly, and almost 
two million ballots were cast 
for the three other preslden· 
tial candidates. -Britain's rep­
resentative at the assembly· 
men's trial turned in a secret 
report, but said the military 
court left ''much to be de­
sired". The trial prompted the 
Manchester Guardian to ob­
serve, ''Part of the United Na­
tions aim In Korea was to se­
cure democratic government. 
Mr. Syngman Rhee's aim, how­
ever, is to secure government 
by Mr. Syngman Rhee.'' 

U. N.: OptJmlsm Gone 
+ Secretary General Trygve 
Lie's 182-page annual report 
on the U. N.'s progress (9/1) 
said early views of the organi­
zation were ''premature opti· 
mism", and that l:here now is 
a ''more realistic appraisal of 
the organization's possiblli· 
ties'', whereas formerly ''its 
powers· were frequently over­
estimated". The 'overestima· 
tion', however, was merely ac­
ceptance of the charter's 
promise to ''save succeeding 
generations from the scourge 
of war" and "to maintain in­
ternational peace and secu­
rity''. Instead, Lie says, It pro­
vided a ''meeting place in 
which all points of view are, 
or can be, represented". There 
is an amazing difference be­
tween an open forum and the 
orgai1lzation the charter out­
lines.. but man has not yet 
learned that treaty organiza· 
tions fall and that he must 
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look to God'• Word tor at1. ex· 
planation of the way to peace. 

NATO: Enthu•lum Wanea + The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization was to be some­
thing new in history, an inte· 
gration of armed services and 
defense plans between mem­
ber nations. At most It is- be­
coming merely a uniting of 
troopS against the Communist 
threat. Rumors, which many 
say are unfolUlded, imply that 
it is not really succeeding even 
in this. France threatened to 
cut her pledged contribution, 
l:Jrltaln said it could not carry 
out its three-year £4,750-million 
rearmament schedule, Belgium 
reduced her unpopularly long 
national conscription, Greece 
ls considering following suit, 
and the U.S. has failed to keep 
arms deliveries up to the 
promised schedule. Is NATO, 
like the U. N., failing in its 
originally established pUrpose 
and accepting a subsidiary 
one? 

Switzerland: Bogus Money O.K. + Can counterfeit money be 
as good as the original? A 
Swiss court was recently f.aced 
with two counterfeiters who 
produced British sovereigns 
(equivalent of the pound ster­
ling) with just as much gold 
as those once made by the 
Royal mint. The reason: Euro· 
peans have paid a fifth more 
for old gold coins, which in 
time of trouble are more incon· 
splcuous than heavy ingots. 
The counterfeiters produced 
1,000 coins a day at a profit of 
1,750 lire ($2.80) each. The 
court's ruling: the British sov­
ereign is no longer legal ten­
der, and since it is not real 
money the money-makers are 
not counterfeiters but manu· 
facturers of ''knlcknacks". 

Colombia: Wal' Continues 
+ The bloody, matter-of-fact, 
hall-underground r u r a I war 
that has raged in Colombia for 
three years still continues be· 
tween the ruling Conservative 
party (which warmly embrac-
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es the church and hierarchy) 
and the out-of-power Uberals 
(mildly antt~lerlcal, though 
still Catholic), The Conserva· 
tives hold the big cities and 
control the army. Liberals hold 
a third of the country, but 
mostly the thinly populated 
llano8, or plains. Most of l'U· 
ral Colombia, however, has 
felt the flghting, and recent at· 
tacks have occurred near the 
cities of Call, Rlosuclo, Puerto 
Berrio and Medellin. Conserva­
tive estimates say 15,000 have 
been killed, others 50,000. The 
bloody internal strife contin­
ues. 

Brad!: The Power of Women 
<$> "Never underestimate the 
power of a woman,'' says a 
popular U.S. advertisement. 
The fact was proved when 300 
striking Brazilian railroad em· 
ployees in the state of Mlna8 
Geraes were persuaded by the 
local police to returq to work. 
Their indignant wives gath· 
ered In the town square, at­
tacked the guards with their 
shoes and seized the , .\\tation 
( 8/30). Then they are said to 
have lain across the tracks to 
halt and capture p as s i n g 
trains. The husbands followed 
and the strike continued. The 
protest concerned lack of pay 
and the common complaint of 
continuing Inflation. The rail· 
road promised the back pay 
workers had failed to receive. 

Argentina: Dlctator•hlp Grou·s 
<$> To stay in power totalitari­
an lands must remove, if pos­
sible, all men of influence 
who.!ie ideas do not correspond 
with the ruling party's. One 
such land is Argentina, where 
the handful of anti·Per6n leg. 
islators announced (8/22) they 
would resign, since their state· 
ments were not published and 
they could not even speak in 
congress. Another stroke at 
liberty: the government­
controlled University of Bue­
nos Aires announced (8/25) 
''political information" courses 
for medical students, and said 
only ''politically Indoctrinated'' 

physicians and, dentists will be 
permitted to practice 1n Argen­
tina in the future. AmazlntJ.y, 
a dying man rarely worries 
about his doctor's politics! 

.Jets anti tlMi 8hrlnldng World 
+ The world shrunk notice­
ably (8/26) when a British 
Canberra twin-jet born ber 
made a round trip across the 
Atlantic in just ten hours, in· 
eluding a two-hour rest at 
Gander, Newfoundland. The 
westward trip took four hours 
and thirty-four minutes, the 
eastward trip three hours and 
twenty-five minutes. The Can· 
berra Is not a special racing 
plane, but a regular British 
bomber, and its new record 
put another very large star in 
Britain's jet crown. Incidental· 
ly, remember Lindberg? He 
took thirty.three and a half 
hours to go one way. 

Disasters: Quakes and Floods 
+ For weeks following Call· 
fornia's July 21 earthquake 
Bakersfield felt minor settling 
shocks, but suddenly one was 
stronger (8/22). Sidewalks, 
floors, s tree ts, front lawns 
gave a jolt, and previously 
weakened buildings gave way. 
Bakersfield took it in stride, 
rescue squads moved immedl· 
ately. Remarkably, only two 
were reported killed, thirty· 
two injured. Damage: $20 mil· 
lion this quake, $40 million 
previously. 

Torrential rains in England 
produced an avalanche of wa­
ter that roared down on the 
sleeping resort village of Lin· 
mouth {8/15l, virtually wiping 
it out, sweeping part out to 
sea, crumbling elegant old sea· 
front hotels, and taking scores 
to their death. Tiny streams 
became torrents, one rising 
fifteeri feet in fifteen minutes. 
Disaster aid was prompt. 

In Korea a typhoon-generat­
ed flash flood brought a nine­
foot wall of water down on 
thirty American soldiers ford· 
ing a knee·deep stream (8/18), 
washing them miles down-
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stream. And even at the al· 
ready harassed truce site at 
Panmunjom the U. N.'s ad­
vance camp had to make a 
quick move to higher ground 
to escape rising water (8/25). 

Speluaken: a Bad Fortnight 
+ There is a report that once 
a man becomes a speleologist 
{spelunker for short, cavern 
explorer to the layman), the 
passion is permanent. orie 
such, 33-year-old Marcel Lou­
bens, set a new record for ver­
tical descent in a Pyrenees 
cavern In southern France, but 
broke his back and lost his life 
in the attempt. His four com­
panions, unable to raise him to 
the surface, buried him 1,153 
feet down (8/15). A geologist 
and three Boy Scouts were 
trapped by rising water for 
ten days In Switzerland's "Hell 
Hole'' cavern (Hoellochgrot­
ten). Rescue workers, floating 
through the cavern on rubber 
rafts, were repeatedly blocked 

by rising water. Finally, as 
hope began to fade, the four 
crawled over slippery rook and 
swam icy underground lakes 
to walk out uninjured (4/24). 
The same day five Mexicans 
died shortly after leaving a 
cave, and next a 40-year-old 
Scoutmaster and two Scouts 
were entombed behind tons of 
rock and debris in a Welsh 
cave as rescuers struggled to 
reach them. It was a bad two 
weeks for spelunkers. ' 

Annihilation of Man: Progress 
+ If further developments in 
the process for annihilation of 
man have not struck horror 
into the hearts of the world, 
it Is merely because after a 
certain point man can be hor­
rified no longer. Britain closed 
off an area o! 23,500 square 
nautical miles otr the north­
western coast of Australia 
(8/8) to test its first atomic 
weapon on which research has 
progressed !or eight years. The 

British Medical Journal in Au­
gust discussed Britain's ''mad­
ness'' gases, which give no 
warning, but destroy the link 
between human -nerve Im­
pulses and muscular :reaction, 
resulting in complete muscular 
disorder and which may cause 
prompt death. In the U.S. the 
atomic race was stepped up 
again (8/12) with announce­
ment that a $1,200.m i 11 ion, 
6,500-acre plant would be built 
in southern Ohio to step up 
production of Uranium 235. 
(This brings the total cost of 
five U.S. atomic plaf!ts. to 
more than $6 billion! l Viewing 
such developments, it is little 
wonder that Christ said men's 
hearts would fail them for 
fear in our day. (Luke 21:26) 
The bright side, however, is 
that man will not succeed In 
annihilating himself, but that 
these conditions were· foretold 
as a sign of Christ's rule be­
ginning, which will intervene 
and establish just condltlons. 

THE WORLD IS A POWDER KEG! 
Diplomats and leaders of Christendom fear the spark that may 
start the conflagration and consume everything cherished in 
the free way of life. Conferences are held! Resources are mobi­
lized! Mutual-agreement pacts are signed! Every effort is made 
to strengthen the forces of freedom. Religion, long cast in the 

role of world savior, is hailed as the rallying point for all those 
opposing the godless tyranny now assaulting free institutions 
everyw{lere. Will Religion Meet the World Crisis? A booklet 
by this name presents forcefully the facts relative to the 
power of religion as a weapon to meet the present world crisis. 
A copy is yours for 5c. Request a copy for a friend or neighbor. 
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YO 
Li's-Eye· 

T
HE mind of man today is the bull's-eye of propaganda in every conceiv­
able manner. From every side, shot from the press, blared from the ra­
dio, flashed from the movie and TV screen, projected from advertis­

ing blurbs, slung from pulpit and political platfotm-yes, even purveyed through 
the comics, propaganda assails the mind. On every front, international and na­
tional, local and individual, the arrows of propaganda fly thlck and fast. What 
defense does one have· against all of this? 

''Wisdom is a defence,'' says the wise man. (Ecclesiastes 7:12) Wisdom discerns the 
truth that makes the mind impervious to the missiles and arrows of propaganda. The 
magazine Awake! t.akes only the truth into consideration with reference to what it 
publishes. Uncensored by selfish interests, uninfluenced by common misconceptions, it 
supplies from authentic sources the information that is essential to being equipped to 
meet the onslaughts of prejudiced propaganda. No advertisers dictate the policy of 
Awake! and no creedal bias influences its presentations. From all over the earth, from 
every field of human endeavor, Awake! draws the facts which will keep you duly in­
formed and prepared, alert to the present-day- situation. Pledged to righteous princi­
ples, to warn against the perils of the day and to point the way to real freedom, it brings 
true faith, hope and courage to its readers, twice a month. Subscribe for Awake! today. 
The cost is $1 for a year. Three informative booklets will be sent as a premium. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N •. Y. 

Please add my 11ame to the llst of Awa/,:B! subscrlbeI'lil. A1ao please send me three free booklets 
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