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"Now it is high time to awake.':_Romans 13:// 
Volume XXXlll Brooklyn, N. Y,, April 8, 1952 Number 7 

GIVE AN INCH-THEY TAKE A MILE 
The record of religion in educotlon 

MUST a detnocracy provide gov-
, emment support for parochial 

schools to ensure equality in 
education? American tradition 

with its concept of separation of church 
and state has always answered in the 
negative. In the United States, where they 
have ever been a minority, Catholic au­
thorities have professed to agree with 
this principle. But in recent years they 
have stepped up demands for limited aid, 
advancing the subtle argument that meas­
ures designed for child -aid should apply 
equally to parochial student- bodies. 

In March, 1950, ''Rev.'' John E. Walsh, 
C.S.C., of the University of Notre Dame, 
explicitly limited such pleas for aid to such 
''subsidiary services'' as health, transpor­
tation and lunch assistance. Then Cardinal 
Spellman denied that any aid for the 
schools them s e 1 v es, like ''construction 
maintenance or salaries of teachers'', was 
sought. He even said that to go that far 
would be ''un-American''. 

But wary opponents have continued say­
ing ''no'' to the little demands, afraid that 
ever larger ones would follow. In the first 
place, is not any aid, whether for teachers, 
buildings or health benefits, for the chil­
dren? Why is Otte form of assistance less 
of an infringement on the bounds of church 
and state than the other? In a series of 
articles by Paul Blanshard, the Nation 
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magazine last year outlined the manner 
in which the Catholic Church had wormed 
its way little by little into education 
throughout Western Europe. Lamenting 
the Catholic conspiracy against public edu­
cation in his land since 1831, Belgium's 
aged ex-prime minister and minister of 
education, Camille Huysmans, said: ''They 
did not act this way in the beginning. They 
were moderate then. A Catholic is a gentle­
man when he is in the minority.'' 

This magazine called attention to these 
matters in its issue of July 8, 1951. But 
when told, many choose to turn apathet­
ically away or to dismiss the evidence as 
pre~udice. But time and events do not stand 
still for such sleepy ones. 

Consider an example. A United Press 
dispatch, dated September 14 and reported 
in the New York Times the following day, 
interpreted a statement by the pope as an 
assertion ''that democratic countries by 
legislative methods should give Catholic 
schools the same privileges as public 
schools''. The dispatch said, ''The pope 
spoke of state aid to Catholic schools, an 
issue of some controversy in the United 
States, France and other countries, in an 
address to the first international congress 
of nun teachers.'' Quoting directly from 
the pontiff's words, the report concluded: 

''One must expect from those who have 
part in the formation of scholastic legisla­
tion a sense of justice and, we would like to 
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say, a democratic sense to meet the will 
of parents in such a way that schools 
fotmded and directed by religious institu­
tions are not put in a worse position than 
the state schools and that the freedom 
necessary for development. be recognized.'' 

All acquainted with the pope's habitual 
delight in vague and sweeping statements 
will find amusement in pondering how far 
aid must go to ensure that parochial 
schools will not be ''in a worse position 
than the state schools'', and will have ''the 
freedom necessary for development''. 

The dispatch mentioned France. Since 
its clean break between church and state 
in 1905, the French Republic has been in 
constant retreat before demands of the 
French Catholic clergy. From 1940 to 1944, 
the nazified Petain regime granted money 
to Catholic schools in direct defiance of the 
laws of the Third Republic. The Fourth Re­
public reaffirmed the church-state division, 
but has been under steady fire. Opportune­
ly, the pope thre\V in several rolU1ds of 
high-powered ammlll1ition. One week there­
after the New York Times reported passage 
of two French legislative measures: 

''One of these billS gives indirect aid to 
Catholic institutions by making state 
scholarships available to students in Cath­
olic schools. The other bill grants direct 
aid to Catholic families by an allotment 
to the parents' associations.'' 

Why was the Hierarchy not so scrupu­
lous about violating France's separation of 
church and state policy? Then are Ameri­
can institutions yet safe? Here, where 
separation of churcp and state was one~ 
so well lll1derstood that no religious or­
ganization could argue discrimination at 
not being included in federal aid, much has 
now changed. When the Barden Bill, with 
its proposed $300,000,000 for badly needed 
federal aid to public education, failed to be 
passed by Congress in 1949 and again in 
1950 Catholic pressure was the reason. 
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Apparently determined that if there was 
to be no corresponding federal assistance 
to parochial schools, there should be none 
at all, the church's voices cried pathetically 
that it was all 'only for the children, not 
for the schools'. Ah, but then what a pity 
that such golden opportunities to help the 
children in Latin America and Western 
Europe should be wasted! What a shame 
that critics should have to point an accus­
ing finger at Rome for neglgct of popular 
education in those centers where the tabies 
of power are turned in her favor! Why did 
Italy's .noted cultural leader, Pietro Cala­
mandrei, charge that the Vatican­
dominated regime starved the public 
schools in favor of the parochial institu­
tions? In that case, what became of the 
church's appeals for equality ffild the pope's 
cry for ''a sense of justice''? Such is the 
drab picture where Rome has the power 
to change it. Why? 

Could this be the answer? At 2 Corin­
thians 3:17, the Catholic Douay Version 
of the Bible proclaims: ''Where the spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty.'' Converse­
ly, where the spirit of the Lord God is not, 
there are bondage and its partners, igno­
rance and superstition. Only where a strong 
system of free public education has rivaled 
it, has parochial schooling been separated 
at all from this evil alliance. If for no other 
reason then, there is little cause for won­
der that proponents of American funda­
mentals shun the link between government 
and sectarian education. This is not 'lock­
ing God out of the schools'. Rather, it safe­
guards instruction about God at home, in 
places of worship and primarily from his 
Word. Therein, Jesus Christ said of his 
true followers, who had no politic;al ambi­
tions or desires to dictate to politicians: 
''They are no part of the world just as I 
am no part of the world Sanctify them by 
means of the truth; your word is truth.'' 
-John 17:16, 17, New World Trans. 
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Slarvery's Offspring 
.. . . . 

, -' -

RACIAL segregation is an outgrowth of 
slavery, a stain left by it. It h~ be­

come a point of national antagonisms as 
well as local injustice. It has given Com­
munist propagandists much good ammuni­
tion for the cold war. Its injustices have 
prepared the sqil for communism in much 
the same way that Roman Catholicism pre­
pared the soil for it in parts of Europe. 
Communist propagandists claim the Ne­
gro's position is a barometer of the reality 
of American democracy. Unfortunately 
that barometer's pressure has not been 
high. 

Do you know of Willie McGee? Readers 
of Communist propaganda around the 
world do. For five years world-wide propa­
ganda has held him up as proof that cap­
italism hates all nonwhites. Charged with 
raping a white woman, he was finally exe­
cuted in Laurel, Mississippi, May 8, 1951. 

• 

Guilty or not, he died for a crime that no 
white man ever died for in Mississippi. The 
Communists claim there are two kinds of 
law for two kinds of color in America. Are 
there? 

Since 1907 fifty-two Negroes died for 
this crime in Virginia, but not a single one 
of the 809 white men found guilty of it 
was executed. During eleven years (1938-
1948), in thirteen Southern states, 15 white 
men died for rape, and 187 Negroes. Does 
punishment depend on color? 

At least three Negroes were known to 
have been.lynched in 1949, two in 1950, one 
in 1951. Fifteen attempts wei-e thwarted in 
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1949, nine in 1950. Ribts, beatings, bomb­
ings and police brutality further blacken 
the racial picture. In Cicero, Illinois, last 
July 11, a jeering mob attacked and 
wrecked an apartment rented by a colored 
university grad.uate and war veteran. The 
furniture, including a piano and television 
set, was burned. Clothing was shredded, 
fixtures were torn out and the other apart­
ments in the building ransacked. The next 
day 500 national guardsmen were called 
out to restore peace after a mob of 4,000, 
mostly youths, attacked· again witlt'bricks 
and torches. 

In April, 1950,. dynamitings of Negro 
homes occurred in Birmingham, Alabama. 
In October, 1950, the Charleston, South 
Carolina, home of Federal Judge Waring 
was pelted with brickbats. He was a critic 
of segregation. In January, 1951, a high 
school riot in Brooklyn culminated in a 
1,200-youth free-for-all between whites and 
Negroes. In Indianola, Mississippi, ''a small 
amount of heat," possibly a leather strap, 
was used to force three Negroes to con­
fess the murder of Robert McKinney, who 
was not even dead. On October 2, 1951, a 
Negro man and his wife were left in crit­
ical condition in Dublin, Georgia, after 
being flogged with an ax handle. 

In Miami, Florida, more than a quarter­
million dollars' damage was done to Negro 
and Jewish buildings by bombings between 
September 22 and December 14, 1951. On 
September 22 two hundred pounds of dyna­
mite demolished an apartment building in 
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Carver Village housing project, The may­
or's wife received· anonymous telephone 
threats to ''get the niggers out of Carver 
Village or we'll- blast them out''. The next 
blast came November ,30 and was followed 
by another two days later. 

A climax came December 26 with the 
murder by bombing at Mims, Florida, of 
Harry T. Moore, state co-ordinator for the 
National Association for the AU.vancement 
of Colored People. His crime? Pressing the 
right of Negroes"to vote and an effort to 
clear up a rape case and investigate a 
sheriff's shooting of two handcuffed pris­
oners. 

DitJcriminatWn 
Such incidents are rare. Lynching and 

violence are the exception rather than the 
rule, but that such incidents occur at a11 
is a shameful thing and a vile blot on the 
principles of democracy. Yet, despite these 
scattered incidents of violence, American 
Negroes probably fare better than many 
in other lands have imagined from the oc­
casional reparts they have read. Life mag­
azine, Jmte 19, 1950, said, ''It might be a 
surprise to most Americans and to all 
Europeans to learn that a higher percent­
age of U.S. Negroes than of all Britons 
go to college.'' Negroes own 14 banks, 200 
credit unions, 60,000 retail businesses, 26. 
savings an·d loan associations, 25 large in­
surance companies. They own and publish 
150 newspapers and several major maga­
zines. Yet the fact that their situation is 
better than some have thought does not 
excuse the degrading subjection, the posi­
tion of inferiority in which they are held. 
An excellent analyzation of their treatment 
was given in a report of a typical South~ 
em community in the United States by the 
British News Chronicle,· April 25, 1951, 
which said: 

''West of the highway the coloured live. 
The streets are narrower and the houses 
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are uglier and sometimes unpainted and 
unkempt. The lower standard of living is 
accepted as one of the facts of life in the 
sunny latitudes; but the coloured town 
stops a good way short of being a slum, 
and it does not look or sound dispirited. 

'' 'The way we run things down here,' a 
reSident of long standing explained one 
evening in a saloon east of the highway, 'a 
coloured man can do all right, so long as 
he stays in his place. He knows he can fish 
from the bridge or ashore, he knows he 
mustn't :fish from a boat. He knows there's 
some things he can do and some things he 
can't. So long as he takes it easy, does 
what he can do, doesn't cause any trouble, 
why he can live very nicely.' 

'''And if he begins worrying about 
things like equality-?' 

'' 'Why then, he's going to get into trou­
ble,' the old resident said, shaking his head. 
'He'd better move out, up North or some­
where.' 

''There is very little trouble. The warm 
sun shines on both sides of the highway im­
partially, and all may live in it so long as 
the required compromises are made. There 
had better be no nonsense from liberal 
white men about reforms, and there had 
better be no nonsense from coloured men 
about infringements of the rules. Then 
everyone can be relaxed and happy in the 
sun.'' 

Subjection Decreasing 
This subjection, which amounts to a mild 

form of slavery, since the Negro can work 
for whomever he wishes but is still bound 
in servitude, has been drilled into both 
races since earliest youth, but there are 

' signs that the rules are being relaxed, at 
]east slightly. Violence is decreasing. Due 
to Supreme Court decisions Negro students· 
are being enrolled in white Southern uni­
versities. One survey reported that ''to the 
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surprise of a number of educators, the re­
action as a whole has been good". The Uni­
versity of Alabama's student newspaper 
said, On October 5, 1950, ''We fail to see 
what would be so terrible'' about admitting 
Negroes to the school. 

Negroes are on civic boards in some 
Southern cities. A slave's grandson was 
made ''Chicagoan of the Year'' recently. 
Dr. Ralph Bunche, U. N. mediator in Pales­
tine, was given the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1950. . 

The employment picture also brightens. 
Some stores are hiring Negroes. Factory 
jobs are being opened to them. In the South 
they now work in steel mills, coal mines, 
cigarette factories, aluminum plants, 
foundries, pulp and paper mills, and chem­
ical plants, many of them holding skilled 
jobs. Yet mere mention of these things 
shows that such employment was formerly 
denied them. 

These facts may give a false impression. 
Despite the advancements that have been 
made, the fact has not changed that in the 
South, simply because of his pigment, the 
Negro is pushed into inferior jobs, poorer 
homes, more dilapidated districts, and is 
given decidedly poorer schooling. Advance­
ments in education are limited mainly to 
colleges and universities. Below that level 
he gets better education than formerly but 
is still pushed into segregated, second-rate 
schools. 

Of the 14.9 million Negroes in the United 
States, ten million live in the South where, 
above all things, the color of their skin 
forces them into dismal squalor. In the 
country that said, ''All men are created 
equal,'' they must stand at the white man's 
restaurant, or eat in the kitchen. They are 
kept out of white entrances, off white 
benches, away from white swimming pools, 
must not use,, white drinking fountains or 
rest rooms, and are rejected from white 
churches in both North and South. 
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Whal Solution? 
The· Manchester Guardian Wee1cly, Octo­

ber ~6, 1950, said, ''The difficulty of the 
colotlr question is that it is a matter of 
emotion rather than of reason and so is 
little if .at all affected by argument.'' The 
truth of this statement has been seen by 
those who have tried to find a more just 
racial arrangement. Discrimination in­
vites an aggressive response. Hatred is 
evident on the part of both classes. Racial 
segregation in many lands remains ·one 
of the many almost unsolvable injustices 
of this old world. It stands as one of the 
prime evidences that even democracy has 
not achieved its claimed goals of justice 
and equality for all. At least six per cent 
of the people in the United States are still 
subject to segregation that -· smacks of 
slavery. Communism, which implies that 
it would be better, would be far worse. No 
political government has ever been estab­
lished that could bring true justice to all 
the people. Only God's kingdom will do 
that1 and that is why the Christian will not 
flout the segregation laws in a fight for 
freedom from such conditions. 

The Christian recognizes all believers as 
• 

brothers, irrespective of race or color. He 
knows that all men have descended from 
Adam and that all are equal in God's sight. 
(Acts 17:26, New World Trans.) But the 
Christian congregation has a work to do 
that is too vital for it to become embroiled 
in other controversies. The February 11 

1952, Watchtower discussed this modem 
offspring of slavery. It showed that actual 
slavery existed in the apostle Paul's day, 
that it was most unjust, but that Paul had 
a more important work to do than fighting 
it. Fighting slavery was not his fi.E!ld. His 
opportunities for preaching would be re­
stricted through pressing for ~uality 

rights in this regard, so he concerned him­
self with Kingdom preaching, knowing 
that God's kingdom is the only thing that 
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will permanently end such in j us tic es. 
(1 Timothy' 6:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 7:21) 
Today's worldly religion does not follow 
this example. It has time to deal in many 
fields because it has rejected the aJI­
consuming mission of true Christians, 
which is to point the people to God's now­
established kingdom and the conditions of 
righteousness it will shortly bring to earth. 
The number of persons having sufficient 
faith in God's sure promises to do this is 

decidedly small in comparison with the 
vast work yet to be done. But the Chris­
tian will work for that kingdom, knowing 
·that it is the one thing that will remedy 
all of today's many evils, including racial 
injustices. Christians of all races will rec­
ognize the wisdom of putting the preach­
ing work ahead of all else, knowing that 
soon all men \Vill be as one under the right­
eous rule of God's kingdom.-Revelation 
14:6. 

Pointed Statements on "Racial Prejudice 

CONCERNING the mechanics of developing 
a racial pre'.judice, Gardner Murphy, chair· 

man of the bepartment of Psychology at the 
City College of New York, wrote in the U.N. 
World, August, 1951: ''A child or adult hears 
ugly names applied to peopie nearby, or he 
picks up, in a movie or comic strip or a short 
story, an unlovely picture of an individual or 
family who is identified by race, religion or 
eulture. He quickly learns that 'that kind of 
people' have such and such unlovely charac· 
teristics. Prejudice, in other words, is general­
ized .... prejudice is not a question of per­
sonal contacts. , .. the individual builds up a 
sort of total picture of outgroups, of 'those 
people' about whom he needs to know nothin1;: 
In order to develop his hostility .... It is the 
stereotype of the people of India that Euro· 
peans are dirty, and it is the stereotype of 

Europeans that the people of India are dirty. 
... People.learn their prejudices early, mostly 
not by direct contact with large numbers of 
individuals of given groups, but by contact 
wjth the prevaJJlng stereotypes which appear 
in folk lore, conversations, stories, pictures, 
etc." 

Writing in the New York Times Maga· 
' zine, July 15, 1951, novelist Lillian Smith, 

who frequently writes about interracial mat­
ters from her native South, offered this ex· 
planati()n of why people hold to racial dis· 
criminatlon: ''Racial segregation has been a 
strong wall behind which weak egos have 
hidden for a loug time. A white man who feels 

' i-nferlor, who can add up more failures than 
successes in his public and private life, craves 
the feeling of superiority which his white skin 
has given him in our culture.'' 

WHEN A MAN'S A MANI 

Under the above title the May, 1950, Omnibook quoted this item on masculine 
bathing from Perfiimes and Spices by A. Hyatt Verrill: ''In the days of the early 
Medes and Persians, bathing was deemed most effeminate, -and a real he·man of 
those days would have regarded taking a bath much as a real man o:f today would 
regard plucking his eyebrows and painting his lips. It is related that when Par­
sondes, who was famed for his manly strength and valor, sought to usurp the 
place of Nanarus, the governor of Babylon, and was seized by the latter, the penalty 
imposed upon the prisoner was to 00 shaved, and glven a bath twice a day, with 
pumice stone as an accessory of the compulsory ablutions. Unquestionably bejng 
thus treated like a woman was regarded as a worse form of punishment than 
flogging or maiming.'' 
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STAYING CLEAN 

HOUSEWIVES, I au n d r Y­
women, or l.i.ttle boys with 

dirt behind their ears will all 
agree that the problem of 
staying clean can be difficult. 
Throughout the earth many 
methods have been used to do this. Can 
you imagine beating your soiled clothes 
on rocks of a nearby stream and using 
crude homemade soap or even clay to 
get the garments clean? Some readers of 
this article probably do that very thing. To 
them the idea of using an automatic wash­
ing machine that puts in hot water and 
soap, and that rinseS; all at the proper 
time, would seem fantastic. 

Cleanliness as we know it today has not 
always been a popular virtue. Strange to 
modem ears seems the statement in the 
Contemporary Review (London, July, 
1951): ''In the court bulletin published 
during the reign of Queen i;lizabeth it is 
stated: 'The Queen has built herself a bath, 
where she does bathe herself once a mollth, 
whether she requires it or not.' '' It con­
tinued, ''Even so, bathrooms were un­
known in English homes as late as the last 
half of the 19th century.'' 

Roots, Herbs, Tallow, Ashes 
The Bible mentions washing \vi th ''sope'', 

at Jeremiah 2:22 and Malachi 3:2, but this 
soap was apparently far different from that 
in use today. It is only since 1800 that the 
privilege of washing with commercially 
manufactured soap has been made possible 
to the poor as well as the rich, although 
many substitutes had formerly been used. 
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Fuller's earth was a principal 
agent used for removing stains 
from cloth in ancient times. 
It was a claylike substance, 
named for its use by ''fullers'' 
(those who cleaned cloth). 

Other earths were also employed. The 
juices of various plants were used as 
cleansers. In Syria a soap plant was em­
ployed for washing clothes and wool. Sev­
eral plants in Mexico and the southwestern 
United States have been used for their 
cleansing properties. The root of the Cali­
fornia soap plant, or soaproot, has also 
been used as a cleanser, as have other soap 
plants in various parts of the world. The 
Egyptian soaproot and the Spanish soap­
root have been used for washing from time 
immemorial. In some of the tropical South 
Sea islands a species of vine has a stem 
which, if cut into pieces and softened by 
cooking on stones, produces a rich lather 
in water. The Navajo Indian uses the 
broad-leaved yucca plant for soap. The 
root is peeled and sliced, then pounded. 
Dropped into water, this produces suds. 

The first actual record of soap as we 
know it today appears to be from the first 
and s€cond centuries after Christ, when 
soap was made from ox's, goat's or sheep's 
tallow and ashes. Back in Rome the effi­
ciency of laundry methods \Vas a pressing 
problem. In search of suitable alkalies to 
aid in tramping the dirt and sweat of labor 
and the grease of feasting out of the flow­
ing white togas in daily fashion, scores of 
substances were tried: the galls of animals, 
various plants, fats and oils, various kinds 
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of earths, even hwnan urtne. So nat1Sf01.UJ 
was the a1kailzed urine that the laundry 
employees had to live on unfrequented 
sbeets. It was ne8r Rome that women 
are supposed to have dtscovered that the 
washed-down earth from Sapa Hill, when 
used with water, would remove dirt and 
grease. Investigating, it was fowid that 
potash from burned wood ashes, combined 
with fat from animals that were sacrificed. 
on the hill to pagan d.ieties, formed a new 
substance that dissolved in water and 
cleaned dirty clothes. Some claim that they 
called it-''sapa'', after the hill, and that from 
this came our words ''soap'', ''saponify'' 
(to convert into soap) and ''saponification'1

• 

Bow It Works 
The Romans set about to improve this · 

product, which has proved such a boon to 
housewives. In the ruins of Pompeii, de­
stroyed A.D. 79, a complete soapinaking 
factory has been found. From then witil 
the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries knowl­
edge of soapmaking grad u a 11 y spread 
through Europe and to England, although 
it seems to have had little to do with ordi­
nary household lives during that time. In 
the American colonies soapmaking de­
pended generally on the housewife, who 
made it from fats she saved from the drip­
ping pan, although small soap-boiling es.. 
tablishments existed in nearly all large 
American towns by 1795. The manufacture 
of soap on a large scale dates from only 
about 1823, in which year Chevruel, a 
French chemist, first published his re­
search on the chemistry of soap and the 
proper .steps in its manufacture. After this, 
large-scale manufacturing operations de-· 
veloped to the point that today individual 
saap kettles several stories high hold hW'l· 
dreds of thousands of powtds of the brew 
at a time. Soaprnaki.ng has come a long 
way but it still operates on the principle 
that fat plus alkali equals soap. 

1n 

wny d.oes soapy water clean better than 
ordint\ry water? Ordlnary water will often 
flush off plain dirt, but if grease or oil Is 
present, then the problem becomes much 
more difficult, because water will not wet 
it. Some sort of detergent (cleansing agent) 
is necessary to help the water ''wet'' the 
dirt so it can be removed, and then to keep 
the dirt suspended in the water witil it can 
be rinsed away. How does soap do this? 
Dissolved in water, the soap's molecules 
have two parts, one that likes water (called 
hydrcrphilic) and one that hates water 
(called hydrophobic). On the water's sur­
face the molecule's heads, water-loving, 
point toward the water, but their tails, 
water~hating, stick out and point away 
from the water, where they are in an ex­
cellent position to attach themselves to 
oily dirt. These molecules are the link be­
tween the dirt and the water, which rinses 

. the dirt away. Additionally, reducing the 
water's surface tension, the suds invade the 
tiny grooves and fissures of the fabric, 
seeking more dirt particles. 

The Family Wash 
The use of soap brings to the housewife's 

mind that problem of the family wash. De­
pending on the custom and climate in the 
part of the world in which she lives, laWl­
dering can be relatively simple or very 
complicated. Efficient washing machines, 
some of them entirely automatic, will do 
much of this work, yet vast portions of 
earth's womankind do not have such labor­
saving equipment. Many a European peas­
ant woman uses a flat rock in the nearest 
stream as a washboard. Many an Oriental 
woman stamps on her wet clothes with 
bare feet. In some places she beats the dirt 
out with a stick, or wades right into a 
mountain brook to do her washing, letting 
her clothes soak beside her. In parts of 
Italy housewives have an elaborate tw~­
day ritual of carrying the week's wash to a 
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spring, to there soap and scrub the clomes, 
then back to the house for an overnight 
bleaching in ashes, back to the spring the 
following morning for rinsing, then finally 
to the house again for drying. In some vil­
lages in Europe, Asia and South America 
communal washing may be done in the 
public square, where water flows into a 
large shallow basin. Women sit around it, 
soaping their clothes, using the water for 
washing and rinsing. 

The quantity of soap used throughout 
the world varies. greatly. The average 
American housewife m;es 25 pounds a year, 
while her Chinese counterpart averages 
only 0.12 pounds. In Britain she uses 20 
pounds, in Russia 5.7 polUlds. 

Look What's Coming! 
With all its merits, however, soap has 

major disadvantages. In cold water it is 
practically insoluble. In hard water it com­
bines with lime or magnesium salts to form 
a soft gummy residue, making the insolu­
ble curds that are respons~ble for bathtub 
ring, tattle-tale gray, and other Wlpleasant 
conditions. Water softener (separately or 
in the soap) or synthetic detergents that 
do not form curds are antidotes. 

''Synthetic detergents,'' what are they? 
Do not let the name frighten you, because, 
according to Scientific American, October1 

1951, they ar.e ''among the most successful 
developments in chemical technology dur­
ing the past 20 years''. It said: ''In 1950 

How SOAP WORKS. The two parts of the detergent 
molecules (the round part Is attr~cted to water and the 
Jong repelled bY It) cause them to seek the water's 
surface. At the surface between the water and the dirt 
they attach to the d!rt, which may be dislodged by 
mechanical action. and they keep It from resettling by 
both surround.Ing the dirt particles and lining up on 
the cleansed surface. 
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the U.S. conswned approximately a billion 
pounds of these new cleansing substances. 
Considering that in the same period the 
conswnption of solid soap, which man has 
made for at least 2,000 years, was 2.3 bil­
lion pounds, this is a striking statistic.'' 

A far cry from the mud from Sapo Hill 
and the roots used by Indians and natives, 
these new products lather in any water, 
and under certain circumstances are bet­
ter than any soap. No matter how hard the 
water, they form none of the undesirable 
sewn that clouds glassware and dishes and 
complicates household washing problems. 
Some of them do not even produce suds, 
an amazing thing to those who are used 
to judging the soap's effectiveness by the 
amount of suds it produces. The New York 
State Agricultural Experiment Station re­
ports that sudsless detergents are .as effi­
cient in dishwashing as the sudsy type, 
that foam is no guide to their cleaning 
ability, as it is with regular soaps. 

But the progress continues. Fluorescent 
dyes are being put into some lalUldry soaps 
to make white clothes whiter, masking the 
yellowness which affects many fabrics as 
they age, a job formerly done with bluing. 
These dyes are actually colorless but they 
have the property of turning invisible 
ultraviolet light into visible blue light, to 
give a bluish cast to white fabrics. 

From the roots of the yucca plant to 
modern packaged soap fta~es, from ashes 
mixed with animal tallow to synthetic de­
tergents, from beating garments on rocks 
ir1 flowing streams to a now proposed 
method of washing with ultrasonic vibra­
tions at frequencies too high for the human 
ear to hear, but able to dislodge more dirt 
in one hour than the best modem methods 
could in fifty; this is the story of the devel­
opment of t11e. art of keeping clean. But 
its success still rests primarily on the dili­
gent efforts of the housewife. 
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Sp;d,,-s That SPin fo• Sci<nce 
CL One day in 1938 Mrs. 
Nan Songer of Yucaipa, 
California, befriended a 
traveling spider, and islnce 
has cultivated spider stlk 
for such uses as cross-hairs 
in gun and bomb sights, 
surveyor's transits, peri­
scopes, observatory instru· 
ments, etc. After the war's 
outbreak In 1941, Mrs. Song­
er acted on an appeal from 
the Bureau of Standards to press her resources 
to the limit In mass production. Her top produc­
tlon aces are the Golden Garden, Green Lynx 
and the notorious Black Widow. For ''operation 
silk", Mrs. Songer pins her artists to a soft 
yucc:a block by means of a staple passed over 
their bodies. '!'hen she tickles their spinnereW. 
until the liquid silk within the glands located 
in the body's tip begins to exude from the body, 

As it contacts open air, the 
llquid turns to webbing. Thi.s 
is then wound about a shel­
lacked, rectangular, two-by. 
eight-inch frame. Fifty.four 
turns fill the frame with 
ninety feet of silk. The prod· 
uce is marketed at $25 per 

100 feet. At a single silking, which can occur 
every four days, young spiders yield fifty feet; 
adults, about 100. The average is good for 1,000 
feet before death. When web for high·fiying 
bombers is required, Mrs. Songer twists from 
throe to five strands of Black Widow silk to. 
gether. This calls for several spiders' appear­
ance on the assembly line simultaneously. On 
the other hand, when very thin strands are 
needed, strands from baby spiders rnay be split 
as far down as to 5/100000 of an inch. 

Neptu11e's Radar Operator 
(l As a friendly gesture, a fish from West 
Africa with the peculiar ability to swim for· 
wal"Cl and backward with equal facility was 
sent to Zoology Professor H. W. Lissmann of 
Cambridge, England. The professor quickly 
noted something 
else, that the 
fish, Gymnar· 
ckus nilotk;us by 
name, deftly 
KVoided every i;ib· 
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s_tacle, whether swimming 
ahead or in reverse. An un­
usual tall growth attracted 
further attention. Dr. Liss· 
mann dipped a pair of elec· 
trodes into Gymnarchus' 
aquarium after attaching 
them to an oscillograph. At 
once, electrical imp u 1 s es 
registered on this instru· 
ment's screen, indicating 
that the fish was responding 
with its own signals. When 

""random impulses next entered the tank, Gym· 
narchus beat a hasty retreat as if from before 
an enemy. In contrast, when the professor sent 
back the fish's own impulses, Gymnarchus, as 
bold as a lion, SJ?E!d to the scene. This could 
mean that Gymnarchus thoUght a relative was 
signaling, 

When Black Is White-Ask a Frog 
(l Black frogs are masters 
of camouflage. When 
against a dark background, 
theJr dark pigment cells 
spread out in their skin, 
blending them into the seen· 

,ery. When before a light 
backdrop, the frogs can con· 
tract these cells and become light. Thls ls ac· 
compli.!;hed by discharges from the frogs' pitu· 
ltary glands. The effect can be produced arti­
ficially with an injection of hormone extracted 
from these glands, 

St.alkinf( the Stubborn Starlings 
Cl Civic-pride-minded Philadelphians did not 
appreciate the effect starlings were having on 
Franklin Institute, so smeared its lofty ledges 
with a foul-smelling ''antidote''. But the birds 
proved Immune to smell. A library In the same 
city was plagued, so acquired a caged horned 
owl and placed it conspicuously in front of the 
bulldlng, But alas, those starlings had never 
read of their spe<:ies' dread of owls; and their 
incessant chatter made him rue the hour he 
was snatched frQm his peaceful zoo. On the 
successful side, it is noted that Detroit freed 
one neighborhood of starlings by means of 

' 10,000 to '3-1,000 
cycle whistles, 
inaudible to hu· 
man ears blJt 
maddening to 
birds. 
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By ''Awake!'' corre1ponde11t In Jamaica 

BEAUTIFUL Jamaica has looked long 
and earnestly for freedoriI. Any polit­

ical advancement by this enchanted isle of 
the Caribbean has been only a surface gain 
to compare with the land's terrible spirit­
ual bondage. Spiritually, Jamaica lies in 
.chains! She is agonizingly bound to one of 
the most diabolical forms of demonism 
known. It is an obnoxious occultism known 
as ''obeahism''. This is well described as 
''a superstition the most evil in its intended 
designs, the most filthy in its practices; the 
most shameful and degrading in its asso­
ciations''. 

The vile medium of obeahism is the 
''obeahman'', who is feared above God, 
obeyed and worshiped, for he is believed 
to have the power of God. He is accredited 
with having power to bestow prosperity 
upon others, for which reason many per­
sons in business resort to him for prosper­
ous sales. He is also a professional man. 
His clients are among the rich as well as 
the poor, among the edu­
cated as well as the igno­
rant. He is highly paid, 
often more highly than a 
doctor or lawyer. Many 
times he is hired along 
with a lawyer and goes 
right into court with his 
client, for he is believed 
possessed of powers to 
stop the mouths of prose­
cutor and witnesses and 
to influence judges and. 
' ' Juries. 
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Witchcraft at Work 
An obeahman is commonly hired to 

curse someone by means of a collection of 
trash-heap souvenirs he always carries in 
stock. Such standard equipment might in­
clude pieces of cloth or broken bottles, 
needles, pens, nails, vials, cat's or snake's 
teeth, bones, etc. Objects obtained from the 
possession of the person to be injured, or 
over whom some influence or adva.ntage is 
to be gained, are considered the most ef­
fective. Employing the stupefying precepts 
of mystery, the obeahman winds up suc·h 
materials with thread, or places them in a 
vial or bottle or gourd. He mutters some 
hocus-pocus over it to convert it i:hto a 
magical charm, and gives it to the appli­
cant, who is to bury it in the yard or path 
of the intended victim. The buried object 
is believed to have the weird power to 
translate itself into the victim's body with­
out his even suspecting it until he experi­
ences the pain. The only hope for remedy 
is to have it ''pulled'' out by another obeah­
man, or, often, by the same one. 

In inflicting his evil, 
the obeahman uses 

' shrewdness in his diabo-
lism. Poison is a frequent 
resort, but the 'obeahman 
knows that vegetable 
poisons are not so easily 
detected in post-mortem 
operations as mineral. So 
he is skilled in this line. 
Poison by the skin as 
well as by the mouth is 
the method best to his 
advantage. Often, when 
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the undergarmellt of a person Is taken to 
him, the obeehman will btew a thin decoc­
tion of poison .in which he soaks it. When 
taken back and put on by the unsuspecting 
owner, the poison iS absorbed into his 
pores, afflicting him with a terrible malady 
or killing him outright. 

Often he is called upon to cast a spell 
over someone's mind. This the natives call 
''Tun him ye ye'' (''Turning his eyes''), 
by which expression they simply mean in­
fluencing his mind. Too often, jealous fe­
males employ this spellbinding scheme to 
prevent a sweetheart or husband from jilt­
ing them. At other times they may use it 
simply to get in 1 their clutches some man 
who would nOt otherwise give them a de­
cent look. Men are known to use the same 
devilish device. In con~ring up this evil 
plot, the bestial obeahman gives his appli­
cant a ''love Potion'', called by Jamaicans 
''Tempting Powder'', a draft said to be 
exceedingly nauseous, and concocted in an 
utterly immoral, filthy and disgusting man­
ner. But now, the poor female, led thus 
far by her own wiles into the obeahman's 
lair, often sacrifices her honor at his shrine 
through the villain's persuasion that un· 
less she submits to this, what she gets 
would be of no service to her in bringing 
about her design. All such casting of spells 
and curses is referred to as ''obeah put· 
ting''. But liberation from such woes 
proves equally deceptive. 

This latter operation is known as ''obeah 
pulling'', and it may consist of pulling 
from· the ground or from the skin. When 
pulling an obeah from the groWld, the 
obeahman stalks in the manner of a 
panther the exact spot where it is SllP· 
posed to be buried. He gazes into his 
embers, he mutters, he moans; he chants 
his magic spell, and to the astonishment 
of his beholders, foretells precisely. what 
is buried there. Now the 111.an of mystery 
draws a circle on the spot. Knives and 
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forks are stuck aro•md it. He rolls up his 
sleeves, mixes some ashes and water with 
which to moisten the grolDld as he digs, 
and at length, he thrusts his hand under 
the soil. And look! Out he brings the cursed 
objects composing the obeah, one by one, 
throwing them into a bru;in of water. Now, 
most important of all, the obeah charms 
must be ''killed''. So the shrewd obeahman 
sprinkles them down with ashes and 
squeezes lime Juice over them. The ''pull· 
ing'' from the ground has been a success. 
The people have been entertained, fooled 
and robbed. 4nd the obeahman goes home 
about £25 haPP.Y! 

In ''pulling'' from the skin, the applicant 
is frequently told to fix his eyes on a cer· 
tain spot with do·or-die concent.ration. 
Never must he look away, in fear of 
breaking the spell and preventing the 
obeahman from working the ''pull''. The 
simpleton, now blindfolded with his eyes 
wide open, is ready for the obeahman's 
trickery. Catching up the part of the skin 
supposedly concealing the obeah, he slits 
it slightly with a knife or razor and pre· 
tends to pull out the objects, which in real· 
ity were concealed in his own sleeve. 

"Duppies'' at the Keyhole! 
Since the Devil fathered his first lie in 

Eden that there is no death of human souls, 
his hoards of fallen spirits, evil imperson· 
ators of once living persons, have kept the 
people of every nation m\der the dark de· 
ceptlon that the dead have the power to 
return as spirit mischief-makers, ''ghosts.'' 
Jamaica has its dreaded ''duppy''. The word 
''duppy'' is a corruption of door peep (an 
apparjtion peeping through the keyhole). 
In Jamaica these frightful fellows are said 
to appear to persons called foy eyed (four 
eyed), or gifted with second sight. They 
are believed to be souls of the dead having 
returned to haunt their houses or to lurk 
about the grave of their dead bodies to 

A WAKE! 



scare the life out of the living. Of a truth, 
by many the dupPy is dreaded above all. 
Persons have been known to abandon their 
homes at the slightest indication of a 
haunting. duppy. 

Among the many powers claimed for the 
obeahman is that of ''setting duppy'', or 
invoking evil spirits to afflict persons. The 
credulous, his head buried under a pillow 
of fear, need only have the corn on his 'lit­
tle toe cause excessive pain, and he will 
send for the obeahman, whose business it 
is to convince him that someone has ''set'' 
a duppy on or in his house. Of course, he 
will offer to give chase to the pesky duppy 
-for a consideration. 

In his game of chasing duppy, the obeah­
man is perhaps worthy of his hire for 
being able to keep a straight face while 
performing some sensationally senseless 
gynmastlcs. After many meaningless mut­
terings and motions and much chalk­
marking upon the doors and windows of 
the house, the obeahman is ready to per­
form a ''miracle''. Before the amazed eyes 
of onlookers, he catches the duppy in a 
bottle, corks it up, dashes to a stream, 
throws it into the water and steps back, 
p-iumphant. The duppy has been ''chased''. 
Sometimes dUPPY-chasing is performed by 
simply exploding ''clappers'' (firecrackers) 
in the air about a duppy-haunted house. 
It all makes no sense, of course, but it is 
the obeahman's Prescription, and the peo­
ple swallow it, and like it. 

Obeahism, though witchcraft in its 
meanest form, because of its appeal to and 
influence over the ignorant and credulous, 
has become a lush racket. For his quack 
remedies, the worth of which is only psy­
chological at best, the obeahman will de­
mand £25 or £30 without blinking an eye. 
One of his pet Prescriptions for ridding 
persons or their houses of evil spirits is a 
quart of the best rum, so many pounds of 
rice and a fat white hen. A wee portion of 
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the rum and rice he mixes with the fowl's 
blood to be buried in the client's yard or 
path. But the remaining Portions must be 
prepared with the hen as a feast for the 
obeahman, topped off with his cash for 
dessert. It is either this or, if you are to 
believe the obeahman, the duppy would 
never consider being ''chased''. People have 
been known to sell their goats, mules, cows 
or even their property in order to pay the 
obeahman. Many a man who might have 
been rich today is confined to a poorhouse 
for having squandered his savings on that 
scolllldrel. 

The ''duppy'' superstition is one of the 
evils of obeahism, and one of the obeah­
man's greatest assets. As long as the peo­
ple fear the duppy, they will cater to the 
obeahman. And as long as they have faith 
in the obeahman, so long will they believe 
in the duppy, for, if left to him, the atmos~ 
phere of credulity will ever be filled with 
hallucinations and hobgoblins. 

Prescriptions and ''Bedtime Stories'' 
The obeahman usually works with a 

partner, likely a pleasant chap and a good 
mixer, who works as a scout. In working 
their racket, the scout goes into a strange 
district or town, meets the people at their 
homes, learns their names, finds out their 
troubles and sicknesses, and smuggles vials 
of concoctions under the ground in their 
yards. He now goes back, or writes the 
obeahman, giving him all needed informa­
tion. The obeahman next visits the same 
district, calls the people by their names, 
tells them their exact troubles and sick­
nesses, confides that someone is ''working 
obeah'' on them, goes to the exact spat 
where his partner had buried the vial in 
their yard and digs it up! The effect is 
colossal. He is nothing short of a miracle 
man; and his fame spreads abroad, crowds 
gather to him, he takes in hundreds of 
pounds in money, and then leaves the vii-
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lage leaves it, yes, but usually in confu­
sion and. strife. Not bebig satisfied with 
robbing the.·poor people, that wiCked sor­
cerer sets them one against another, mali­
ciously accusing neighbor to neighbor of 
being the one who was ''working obeah'' 
on him~ 

Often persons will seek out the obeah­
man at his home by night. It is then that 
the man-of-cures plays some of his most 
amusing pranks. Among the charms in his 
''magic sack'', the obeahman keeps a rep­
ertoire of the most frightful duppy stories, 
just for such occasions. So after perform­
ing some worthless hodgepodge over his 
caller, he ·lets go one of his most hair­
raising tales, and sends the poor fellow 
home frightened stiff, and directing him 
along the darkest, loneliest road possible, 
with strict instructions not to look back or 
run, lest the charm be broken. The obeah­
man knows, of course, that on such a 
spooky road at night the superstitious and 
fearful will look back if he should but hear 
an ant tiptoe, and will run at the sound of 
a falling shadow. 

The obeahman has been known to give 
as a cure a whole salt-cured fish of the 
briniest brand (a sure inducement to ag­
gravating thirst), with the warning to his 
patient not to drink a single drop of water 
for a whole night or day after eating it. On 
all such occasions the persons are almost 
sure to violate the instructions given them. 
And the obeahman had calculated it so. If 
they desire to have the ''cure'' rejuvenated, 
they \Viii have to pay him another £5 oz· 
£10, which they usually do. 

An old man in St. Thomas' parish had 
loud praises for the obeahmen. He con· 
sidered them Christians, because, as he 
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explained it, once when he was fee.ling bad 
he went to the obeahman for cure, and, to 
his surprise, the obeahman merely gave 
him a bath, and he felt better. Here, for 
once, the obeahman probably used conunon 
sense and performed a kind act. The old 
man, coming into his presence, evidently 
offended one of his five senses. From there 
the diagnosis was easy. The old fellow sim· 
ply needed a bath. Undoubtedly the obeah­
man derives much mirth from the cures 
he prescribes and their amazing ''results''. -

But, more seriously, the obeahman is 
truly an emissary of spite and revenge, and 
devoted to demonism. There is no depth of 
evil to which he will not descend, if he is 
convinced that there is money at the bot­
tom of it. Often, poor dumb animals, l1ogs, 

' , donkeys, goats, or cows are found brutally 
beaten to death, or with their horns torn 
out by the roots, or with ears and tail or a 
hoof chopped off, or tongue cut out! Such 
are often the results of an obeahman's 
having executed the vengeful labor of his 
hire. 

Thus, obeahism, an obsessing occultism, 
potent with mesmerism and madness, 
though forbidden by law, stalks like a grim 
specter through the isle of Jamaica, shroud­
ed in dark mysteries and deceptions. De· 
spite its frauds, let none overlook the clear 
evidence this plague offers of the demon 
influence present upan thJs world. Not all 
Jamaicans, however, are taken by its de· 
vices. Many have not bowed d0\\'11 to its 
mocking form. And happy to say, many of 
them are no\V turning thei1· faces to the 
promised new world where righteousness 
is to dwell and by means of which all evils, 
such as obeahism, will soon be forever ban­
ished from the earth. 



By ''Awake!'' (orrespondenl In the Philippines 

THE Philippine Republic is composed of 
three big islan~ groups, including Lu­

zon, Mindanao and the Visa¥as. Mindanao 
is second in size to Luzon, and the Visayas 
are composed of so many small islands. 
South of the Visayas group and a member 
of North Mindanao is a small island named 
Camiguin. It is believed that this island 
is volcanic in its origin, due to the fact 
that most of its mountains are volcanoes, 
and active ones too. Famous among these 
volcanoes is Mount Hibok-hibok. Mount 
Gi-ub, a sister volcano, displayed very 
costly fireworks in 1871, when it erupted 
and rained ashes for a week, burying many 
small barrios, killing many persons and 
bringing havoc to the mainland. The old 
flourishing town of Catarrnan was sunk 
deep into the sea in that eruption, after 
which the people again inhabited the next 
town and called it Mambajao, which is the, 
spot of ruins in the eruption of Mt. Hibok­
hibok on December 4, 1951: 

' 
On the third of December, Bishop James 

T. G. Hayes, bishop of Cagayan de Oro 
City, capital of Misarnls Oriental and Ca­
miguin, a part of this province, was ele­
vated to the post of archbishop. Installed 
by Egidio Vagnozzi, papal nuncio to the 
Philippine Republic, Bishop Hayes was 
cheered by thousands of Catholics. In his 
own words, the nuncio said that the prov­
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ince is blessed because for the first time 
in the history of the island of Mindanao an 
archbishop was installed. Blessing every­
body in and out of the Cagayan de Oro 
cathedral, the papal nuncio pronounced the 
blessings authoritatively, as if from God. 
But look, juSt after the low mass said by 
the nuncio on December 4, MoWlt Hibok­
hibok blew its top, trapping to death the 
inhabitants of barrios Mabini, Sadpan, 
Tibukas, Panasan, Kiburo and Kabuhi. Not 
a soul escaped death on that early morning. 
While most were asleep the volcano did 
its cruel job unsparlngly, burying these 
barrios in ashes and molten lava. The peo­
ple in the nearby towns noted the volcano 
emitting thick black and white smoke. Not­
ing the sulphuric fumes in the air, the popu­
lace ran for their lives to the town nearest 
to the mainland. They stayed there and 
waited for ships to pull them out to the 
mainland. The governor of the province 
cabled the president of the Republic imme­
diately for relief and transportation to 
evacuate the people to the mainland. The 
Philippine Naval Patrol, commercial ves­
sels and U. S. Army planes rushed to the 
scene of disaster, bringing food, clothing, 
rµedicine and technical men to superVise 
the evacuation. 

For more than five days the buried 
towns could not be penetrated and excavat­
ed for dead remains, estimated at 2,000, 
due to enormous heat. Showers of ashes 
and suffocating smoke were so vicious that 
lives in distant places were still harmed. 
Some survivors just could not believe their 
eyes when fire chased humans running for 
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their Jives and ate them up in death by 
burning. In a report by the provincial com­
mander of the death toll it was said that 
the bodies were dehydrated. Some could no 
longer be buried. They were then burned 
with gasoline for djsinfection to avoid an 
epidemic. The. Red Cross has done much 
in the relief work. All the civic organiza­
tions in Cagayan de Oro donated funds, 
clothing and food for the victims. Later 
donations from Jlw!anila, capital of the Re­
public, were received in the area. 

Eleven thousand five hundred out of 
sixty-nine thousand five hundred inhab­
itant.s remained in the safer zones. The rest 
have been evacuated to the islands of Bo­
hol, Cebu and Mindanao. There they were 
fed by the citizens with all 'they could spare. 
Most of their subsistence came from dona­
tions. Most of those persons from the devas-­
tated areas prefer not to go back to the 
island. They have witnessed a very cruel 
m~ifestation of furious natural phenome­
non, which could hardly. be forgotten in 
their lives. Poisoning by air, burning by 
lava1 burying in the ashes and charred 
bodies are the sights they will never forget. 

According to one eyewitness who sur­
vived the blast, the morning was calm with 
the usual gentle breeze filling the nostrils 
of inhabitants. The sea was calm and the 
volcano was not so terrific in its sign. The 
usual smoke was only a little bit heavier. 
It did not sound a warning of danger. On 
the morning of the disaster, he seemed not 
to account how they were saved. He saw 
the smoke flowing with the wind down to 
the town of Mambajao with a thick body 
of ashes behind it burying the above-named 
barrios. He was certain of one thing, death. 
But the wind changed its course. The 
smoke-and-ash-ridden wind current went 
high up in the air, so abruptly saving the 
town of Mambajao. 

The island of Camiguin is mostly depend­
ent upon its copra product. By recent 
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CeDSlUS ~ the governor's office, two-thirds 
of Mambajao's copra region was destroyed.1 

leaving only a very little portion of the 
source of revenue. Plans have been made 
bY the president of the Republic to trans­
port eager families to the mainland, and a 
vast area will be subdivided among them 
for them to till. This Will be the new Mam .. 
baja.o in the mainland. They will be given 
a six-month subsistence ration and cloth­
ing till they can possibly harvest their 
crops. People are taking part in the sup­
port of these fellow victims on the main­
land. The American Government was deep.. 

_ Iy concerned that relief from the ARC be 
received promptly. 

The Aftermtith 
This is the third eruption in a series 

started in 1948. At that time, only a few 
unaware of the sudden activity of Mt. 
Hibok-hibok were killed. This happened 
just after the arrival of ''Our Lady of 
Fatima'' in Cagayan de Oro. Next was af­
ter the hand of Francis Xavier reached the 
same place. 'I'his one, the most disastrous 
of all, on the installation of the archbishop, 
the ''vicar of Christ'', in this province, 
''His Grace'' Arehbjshop James T. G. 
Hayes, S.J., D.D. The authorities, with the 
so-called experts, had pronounced the vol­
cano safe and inactive for a period of an­
other fifty years hence. How short is the 
so-<::alled experts' fifty years! Confiden,t 
about the statement, the people went back 
to their farms at the foot of the volcano, 
only to meet their sudden death. 

Old folks on the island related some 
stories in connection with the Gi-ub erup. 
tion of 1871, when, in dances, they said 
married couples exchanged wives to satisfy 
their fleshly lusts. Whether this is true or 
not, Gi-ub erupted and claimed a heavy 
toll in lives. This time the assigned cause 
of the eruption has not yet been circulated. 
One can always be sure that, whether peo. 
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pie exchange wives or not, a volcano· when 
active will erupt whether the peopfe like 
it or not. 

Frorn- the mouths of some survivors 
come the sigJ;is of relief that God has 
spared their Jives, while from the same 
mouth you will hear that the eruption was 
God's will. One Kingdom publisher could 
not help but tell them the contrary. He 
said: ''God could not be responsible for 
your delivecy and the deafu oi the ofueTS 
at the same time, because God is love. His 
time is near but he sees to it that every- . 
body is given a fair warning before he 
strikes.'' He was talking about the battle 
of Armageddon. The survivor answered 
and said that there were people who were 
safe inside the chapel of Mambajao and 
all who were outside were dead, only to 
make a big laugh that he himself was not 
in the chapel at the time of the eruption. 
If it we~ true then he could not be alive 
to tell tales. In times of disaster people 
think of God in such a way that they go 
to the extent of creating scenes that never 
existed. Their love for God, temporary in 
nature, is established right at the spot of 
death, after which everything is forgotten 
for good. 

This eruption brought a lot of money to 
photographers who were on the spot. Pic­
tlll'es of charred bodies, buried persons be­
ing excavated, the volcano crater with 
smoke, and other "Pic.tures in the island 
sold like hot cakes, with higher prices. 
Foodstuffs were so hard to get and mer­
chants had a good time. It did not last long 
though, because the government did the 
best it could to avoid such profiteering 
in times of emergency. Gasoline, for ex­
ample, was hard to get, so most of the is-

land's trucks could not move to help evac­
uate the people. 

A father's bravery and Jove for his fam­
ily was displayed once and for all. He was 
a .public schoolteacher who by all means 
got his wife and children away from the 
danger area quickly. They had lain in 
safety waiting for a boat to take them 
across the channel. On the afternoon a day 
after the eruption he went back to his 
house to haul his rice. Before he could 
leave the good wife said that it was danger­
ous for him to go back just for the rice. 
He insisted on getting it because he had 
seen the hardship of getting food in the 
evacuation center. He went to his house 
and, in the absence of any transportation 
during the night, he had to sleep there. 
But at midnight the volcano again tossed 
high, sending lava and red-hot ashes to 
this teacher's barrio, burying his house 
and him, and the whole area. 

Now, as the time of the accomplished 
end is approaching at the battle of Arma­
geddon, there is still ample time to flee be­
fore the wrath of God comes upon this 
wicked world. The eruption of Hibok-hibok 
volcano is only the phenomenon of nature, 
its havoc of lives is only partial, but the 
fury of Armageddon will be the final execu­
tion of judgment, which includes the so­
called ''vicars''. Then the whole universe 
will be under the righteous rule of the King 
of kings and permanent Governor of all 
nations, Christ Jesus. There will be no 
more wars, famines, pestilences or pains of 
death where Christ, through the Joving­
kindness of Jehovah, will give endless life 
to those who he~r the voice of the Right 
Shepherd, Christ Jesus. 

Arid he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, 
a11d death will be no more, neither will mourning 

nor outcry nor pain be any more. The /ormet 
things have '{laSsed away.-Revelation 21:4, 
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Situation in a U.S. Tax Office 

LET us lmagJne that you owned a collecting 
agency that handled three billion dollars 

annually. Yes, three billion dollars. That is a 
great deal of money, is it not? And that you 
had just 800 employees to take care of every. 
thing, to work in the office as cashiers, file 
clerks, supervisors, etc., and to scout around 
to make collections and to check on what your 
clients owed you. Would you keep a man in 
charge of that agency-

W:Ho allowed ever so many of the members 
of the office force to while away their time in 
various forms of gambling, such as playing 
the horses or the numbers games? Who a!­
lowed one of them to operate a gambling 
business right in your office, doing tti:ousands 
of dollars of business daily? Who allowed 
another em11Ioyee to operate a bank for the 
gamblers? Who allowed these gamblers to 
make free use of your office pl1ones to carry 
on their gambling racket? 

WHO was so incompetent, negligent or dis· 
honest that he allowed, winked at or conspired 
with such practices as that of your employees, 
collecting cash from your clients and then fal· 
sifying the records so that they could keep 
part of the money? Or who was allowing 
some of your employees to make dates with 
your clients in their homes where they sho"'ed 
your clients how they could get out of pay. 
ing part of what they owed you, which sav­
ing the employee would then split between 
himself and your client? 

W1-10 winked at or conspire9- with the prac­
tice of some of your collecting agents to ac· 
cept fees for overlooking some of the ways 
in which your clients cheated you, or worse 
still, who blackmailed some of the clients 
that were defrauding you by threatening ex­
posure? Who allowed the whole office to get 
into such a mess that important papers were 
lying around in the storeroom gathering dust 
and being overrun by mice? Who allowed the 
records to get so confused that when a client 
came in it was necessary to go to four or five 
files to locate his papers? Who let your em­
ployees come in trom 9:15 to 9:30, yet slgnjng 
as though they were on time, at 8:45? 

Would you, would anybody in his right 
mind tolerate such a situation of negligenc-e, 
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incompetence and dishonesty in his own busi· 
ness? Of course not! 

And yet all this is exactly the situation that 
an investigation revealed as prevailing in the 
New York Third District office of the U.S. 
Internal Revenue Bureau, the second-largest 
of 64 such offices in the United States. The one 
in charge was a very pleasant but hardly com­
petent lawyer, James W. Johnson. For seven 
and a half years, instead of looking after 
the government's atrairs, Johnson was brows­
ing through law books in his private office. 

Yet when Senator J. J. Williams, after 
ascertaining some of the foregoing facts, 
urged the co-operation of the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, Schoeneman, in cleaning 
up the mess, Williams got nothing but re­
buffs. Only after repeated efforts on the part 
of a Senate committee and Williams, then by 
a Senate resolution· was Jolinson removed. 

'l'hen employee after employee preferred to 
resign rather than to fill out questionnaires 
as to his income and net worth; then employee 
after employee was asked to resign, suspended 
or fired and indicted and convicted for fail­
ing to fully pay his own taxes, for blackmail· 
ing others who had failed to do 1,;o, for ac· 
cepting bribes to falsify records, etc., etc. 

Such as auditor Mrs. Anne-Br·ooks McAdoo 
Serge, who, together with several confeder· 
ates in the bureau and some 25 on the outside, 
evolved a scheme whereby many refunds, 
ranging from $100 to $300, were made to 
nonexistent taxpayers; and such as Window 
Teller Joseph Levaca, who, in exchange for 
favors shown him and his girl friend by the 
China Doll night club, obliged the night club 
by tearing up its tax returns and checks when 
they came into the tax office. How simple! 

To what extent such a condition prevails 
or has prevailed in the other 63 offices of the• 
Internal Revenue Bureau is anybody's guess. 
One thing is certain, revelation of such con­
ditions is not calculated ~o aid the collection 
of taxes. As one periodical (Business Week, 
October 13, 1951) put it: ''Tax Scandals Hit 
Public Hard, Loss of faith in collectors breeds 
cynicism and can mean slowdown of pay­
ments and more phony returns." And so a 
vicious circle ever widens. 
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ARD at Detroit. 
Michigan, on Sep-. 
tember 13, 1951, de­
clared a Michigan 
draft board and a hear­
ing officer of the De­
partment of Justice had 
unfairly denied one of 
Jehovah's witnesses due process of law. 
Judge Picard severely reprimanded the 
prejudiced draft officials. This was in the 
case of United States v. Walter Kobil. 

Kobil registered under the draft law and 
filed his questionnaire showing that he was 
a company publisher, or a part-time min­
ister of Jehovah's witnesses. He claimed 
exemption as a minister of religion. In ad­
dition to this he filed his conscientious ob­
jector form, showing that he had conscien­
tious objections based on Bible grounds 
to the performance of military service. 

Upon personal hearing the local board 
manifested great prejudice toward Jeho­
vah's· witnesses and dismissed Kobil in a 
summary manner. At the close of the aP­
pearance the_ clerk of the local board stated 
that she had gone to federal court and had 
seen a lot of Jehovah's witnesses go to 
prison during World War II, and that she 
would be glad to go to court again and see 
another one of Jehovah's witnesses sent 
away to prison. The board refused to allow 
classification either as a minister or as a 
conscientious objector. K6bil then appealed 
to the Michigan Appeal Board, which also 
denied the claims for exemption. Next the 
case was appealed by the National Direc­
tor to the Presidential Appeal Board at 
Washington. After taking the case as high 
as he could in the Selective Service Sys­
tem, the registrant was classified I-A. · 

When ordered to report for induction, 
Kobil went to the induction station at De­
troit, Michigan. There, when lined up with 
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other selectees 
in the roll call of 

the induction cere­
mony and called to 

step forward, he re-
fused to step forward 

and submit to induc­
tion. The consequence 

was that his case fell 
into the hands of the 

United States attorney, and he was prose­
cuted. A trial was had at Detroit, Michigan, 
on September 13, 1951. 

On the trial the United States attorney 
vigorously urged a conviction. He relied 
upon the testimony of the clerk of the draft 
board and rested his case on the draft 
board file which · was received into evi­
dence. At the close of the government's 
case and without oftering any evidence 
whatever in behalf of the defendant, 
Hayden C. Covington, counsel for Jeho­
vah's witnesses, moved the court for a di­
rected verdict of not guilty and 8.J1 acquit­
tal, because the draft board and the hear­
ing officer, John T. Caniff, had violated 
Kobil's rights to procedural due process 
guaranteed by the regulations and the Con­
stitution. He pointed out that the board 
bad manifested prejudice and had refused 
Kobil the right to have witnesses testify 
in his behalf before the local board. He 
also showed the judge where the hearing 
officer had arbitrarily and capriciously 
held that Kobil was not a conscientious ob­
jector because he was not a full-time min­
ister entitled to exemption under the law 
as a minister. The hearing officer held that 
since he was not a full-time minister he 
was not sincere and entitled to exemption 
as a conscientious objector. Kobil's attor­
ney pointed out that this was arbitrary and 
capricious and in defiance of the law and 
regulations guaranteeing the rights of per­
sons possessing conscientious objections to 
military service. 
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The I-A rJassificatlon (making KoblJ 11-
able for training and service in the armed 
forces) was nullified by Judge Pica,rd 
when, at the close of the evidence and the 
arguments of couru:el, he found that the 
defendant was not guilty of violating the 
law, because the draft board and the hear­
ing officer had themselves violated the law, 
thus excusing Kobil from complying with it. 

Judge Picard admitted having prejudice 
against one who refuses to salute the flag 
or fight for his country in the armed forces 
on religious grounds. He said: ''Now, the 
fact that this man won't salute the flag, 
makes my blood boil; and that he won't 
fight for his country also makes my blood 
boil, but that hasn't anything to do with 
this, with you and me. I am the judge; I 
have got to follow the law as it is in mak­
ing the decision-not my natW'al tenden­
cies, because he probably would have been 
in jail long ago if I had been permitted to 

· follow my natural tendencies.'' 
Judge Picard said that Kobil claimed 

that he was a minister of religion. Because 
he was a company publisher and not a full­
time pioneer, the judge said: ''This young 
man cotildn't qualify as a minister under 
the regulations of Congress. He could quali­
fy as a minister in the Jehovah's witnesses, 
but that isn't enough." He could not meet 
the qualifications because he was not a full­
time minister, the court held. 

Judge Scolds Stubborn Board 
Judge Picard found that Kobil said he 

was a conscientious objector. He said that 
if a man comes in and claims to be a con­
scientious objector, ''It becomes necessary 
to disprove that.'' Further, he held, in or­
der to disprove it the boards must ''have 
some evidence''. In reviewing the draft 
board file the judge pointed out that the 
claim of Kobil to classification as a con­
scientious objector, in addition to his min­
isterial claim, was beard by John T. Caniff, 
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the hearlng officer for the Department of 
Justice In Detro!!. He Quoted from CanllI's 
findings as follows: ''The fact that regis­
trant originally based his claim of exemp­
tion on the grotmd he was a minister of 
the gospel and afterward changed his rea­
son for exemption, maintaining he did not 
consider himself a minister as his faith 
was not strong enough, clearly indicates 
his uncertainty and doubt about his reli­
gious belief!'' Federal Judge Picard con­
demned that finding with this language, 
''That isn't true at all. Because a man 
doesn't feel that he is a minister, doesn't 
meJlll that he doesn't believe in that faith. 
As I told counsel before you came in, I 
have lmoWn people who have entered the 
seminary to become a Catholic Priest, and 
after they have been there they say, 'Wait 
a minute; I don't belong here as a Catholic 
Priest' and they have left the seminary 
and went out and they are good Catholics. 
I suppose that you have found that out 
about young men you lmow, Presbyterians 
or Lutherans, everybody else. They might 
have at one time said, 'I am a minister,' or 
'I want to be a minister', and then change 
their mind. That doesn't change a man's 
faith at all. Sometimes it shows an in­
creased faith instead of a lack of faith.'' 

Judge Picard then added concerning l\:o­
bil, ''He is a conscientious objector. The 
worst he should have gotten from his angle 
was to have been classified for noncombat­
ant service as a conscientious objector. If 
he was a conscientious objector, no matter 
what they found, they could have classified 
him as a conscientious objector and could 
have classified him for noncombatant serv­
ice.'' 

A J·ury of twelve men and women lis­
tened carefully to these remarks by Judge 
Picard. The district attorney was aston­
ished by the remarks of the judge. Expect­
ing a conviction, he was baffled by the rul­
ing of the judge. As the twelve men and 
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women sitting in the jury bo~ were ordered 
by the judge ·in these woi'ds, jjl instruct 
this jury to find a verdict of not guilty. 
You will take the verdict,'' he saw the 
prosecution crumble. The jury thereupon 
signed a verdict of ''not guilty''. 

Full-Time Minister Exonerated 
Shortly following this decision counsel 

for Jehovah's witnesses handled another 
draft case before the United States District 
Court at Trenton, New Jersey. The defend­
ant had been a pioneer full-time minister 
of Jehovah's witnesses at the time that he 
registered and at the time he filed his ques­
tionnaire. Due to family responsibilities 
requiring him to support his mother he 
discontinued pioneer ministry. While act­
ing as a company publisher, preaching part­
tlme and also pursuing secular work, he 
was finally classified by the local board 
and placed in Class I-A, having hi.& min­
isterial claim denied. He lost his case on 
appeal to the appeal board. Reporting for 
induction, he refused to step forward from 
the line-up on the roll call and submit to 
induction. The consequence was he was in­
dicted and prosecuted before United States 
District Judge Forman, of Trenton, New 
Jersey. The United States District Judge 
could not acquit. The defendant had failed 
to file a conscientious objector form, there- . 
fore. the I-A classification by the board 
could not be upset on the grounds of the 
denial of the conscientious objector classi­
fication. The ministerial claim fell and 
could not be sustained, because at the time 
he was finally classified the defendant was 
engaged in full-time secular work and was 
pursuing the ministry only part time. 

Before the order of induction and the 
hearing before the trial judge the defend­
ant had re-entered the full-time pioneer 
work, resuming the same status that he 
had at the time he registered, but wh\ch 
he did not have at the time he was classi-
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fled His sojourn from the pioneer work 
into part-time preaching as a company 
publisher prevented him from getting a 
IV-D classification, according to the ~udge. 

Upon the final plea in behalf of the de­
fendant, counsel made the remark that he 
had never begged for mercy for any of 
Jehovah's witnesses when convicted by any 
court of the land. He did, however, paint 
out that this case deserved leniency and 
consideration on the part of the judge be­
cause the man was a victim of circum­
stances beyond his control. 

The defendant was a full-time pioneer at 
the time he registered, at the time he was 
ordered to repart for induction and at the 
time he was tried. The only reason for his 
quitting the pioneer work was, not for some 
selfish purpose, but because circumstances 
beyond his control forced him to support 
his mother for a brief period. Under these 
circumsts.n.c~ coun~1 .,,uggested tti fue 
court that the judge ought to suspend sen­
tence or make it as light as possible. 

Judge Forman, after debating the mat­
ter at length from the bench in oral dis­
cussion, ruled that the defendant, although 
convicted, ought not to be punished for 
more than one day's imprisonment. He 
thereupon ordered the defendant commit­
ted to the custody of the United States Mar­
shal for one day and ruled that, since he 
had spent the one day before the court in 
custody for trial, the sentence was satis­
fied. This was a victory for the brother! 
He went away rejoicing, re-entered the 
full-time pioneer ministry and is still there. 

These cases show that if a registrant 
wants to be sure of his rights as a min­
ister being recognized by the courts he 
must be in the full-time ministry work all 
the time. It is risky and not in keeping 
with theocratic procedure to sit back and 
avoid the full-time pioneer work and wait 
until one gets in the clralt to act. Then 
may be too late to serve' Jehovah without 
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restraint. A registrant ought not to gamble 
on getting a bad draft board and an alert 
and skillful attorney every time to cause 
the judge to protect his rights. These situa~ 
tions are rare. The sure thing is to be a 

By ''Awake!'' correspondent i" Egypt 

THE Oriental people are very superstitious. 
Their large varlety of superstitions keeps 

them completely blinded to Bible truths and 
enslaves them to the Influence of demons. 

U a man wears a beautiful suit and his 
neighbor pays him a compliment about his 
suit and later something accidentally happens 
to Jt, he immediately thinks that lt was due 
to hi$ neighbor's evil eye. It is believed that 
one should not stay at the corner of the table 
to eat his meals, otherwise he will not get 
married. If a person breaks a glass on the 
floor, or a mirror, it will bring a misfortune 
to him and his house. Whenever l;'l. black cat 
passes in the house, it is a foreboding and 
bad sign. A person should not pass soap, salt, 
vinegar, needles, pins, or h.andkerchiefs irom 
one to another, for this m.ay cause the rupture 
of friendship. You should not light three clga· 
rettes with the same match, lest the youngest 
one among the three smokers die. Leaving a 
pair of scissors opened on the floor or sweep­
ing the floor after sunset may bring mishais 
in the house. One should not cut his nails or 
hair and leave them on the floor, because if 
he does he Is considered as cursed by God. 
To see or hear an owl during the night means 
that something bad is going to happen in the 
house. The nwnber thirteen brings bad luck. 
11 a person does not like the visit of some· 
one in his home he sweeps the floor alter he 
leaves and throws salt on it. Never should a 
woman leave her baby alone before the 
growth of its first teeth, lest an evil spirit 
come and take the baby, replacing lt w.lth an­
other baby having infirmities and defects. 

Going through the villages in Egypt you 
will see the majority of men and women wear­
ing long black dresses reaching the ground, 
because they believe th.at thls w:lll take aw.ay, 
as they walk, any magic influence directed 
against them. In order to be protected from 
the evil eye a person will bang on his neck 
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genuine, good-faith pioneer, full-time min­
ister before registration with the draft and 
depend on the record as a full-time min,is­
ter and Jehovah's spirit and approval to 
pull one through times of trouble. 

a blue bead or hang a bunch of garlic on the 
top of the entry door. Another custom ts uSea 
among the Coptics to cast away the evil eye. 
They take a piece of paper and pierce it with 
a pin, pronouncing loudly one of the names 
of those having visited the house and who 
probably brought the evil eye, following each 
name With the words ''Get away, you evil eye''. 
The paper i.s then burned and the ashes given 
to the person offended by the evil eye. So the 
evil eye loses its effect. 

U a man wishes to possess a woman who 
does not like hlm, he goes to a magician for 
help. The magician then writes a few magic 
words on a piece oi paper which he after· 
ward burns. The ashes are thrown into the 
house of the one he loves, to change her mind. 

Many of the so-called Christians believe 
in the miracles of the saints, and to see if this 
particular saint to whorn they a're praying will 
listen to them, they place a coin on the glass 
covering his image. If the coin sticks on it,. 
that is a sign that their demand will be accom· 
pllshed; If not, they ai:e sorry, because their 
prayer will not be heard. 

In order to be protected from the influence 
ot the demons, some have hung a cross on the 
neck a1.1 a protective, while others have small 
images of varlous saints and still otheni a few 
colored, and particularly blue, stones or beads. 
Many go to the priests and other religionists, 
who write a few magic words on a paper 
which they put in a small bag and always 
keep with them. 

And now the message o:f the Kingdom ls 
brought to the peoples of the Middle East by 
Jehovah's witnesses. This message from God's 
Word is setting minds free from demonic 
superstitions. The people are being taught to 
put thejr trust in the o111J' true and living GOd 
Jehovah for their salvation. ''Trust ye in the 
LoRD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH 
is everlasting strength.''-Isaiah 26:4. 
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The Justice of Sin's Penalty-Death 

ARRIVING at the truth is essentially a 
matter of reasoning, reasoning done 

calmly, honestly and with open mind. 
Among the premises that reason requires 
us to accept is that every effect has a com­
petent cause. Another is that for facts to 
be accepted as such they must be estab­
lished by competent witnesses. On the basis 
of these premises let us examine our sub­
ject: ''The justice of sin's penalty-death.'' 

That title takes for granted the existence 
of one who has the right and power to de­
termine what sin is and to inflict punish­
ment therefor. Is such the case? Let us 
see: The immensity, power, scope, order, 
harmony, design and beauty of the uni­
verse as known to man all give eloquent 
testimony to the existence of a mighty and 
intelligent Supreme Being, the great First 
Cause, do they not? (Romans 1:20) Surely 
all such could not have come by it.self. 

Additionally, since man, who is a part 
of that universe, finds himself endowed 
with wisdom and certain moral qualities 
such as a sense of justice and the ability 
to express unselfishness, love, it must fol­
low that his Maker must likewise have 
these qualities, and that on a scale as far 
superior to man's as the universe gives 
evidence of power and intelligence superior 
to that which man possesses. Yes, for, re­
member, every effect has a competent 
cause. All of which is in keeping with the 
divine revelation known as the Bible, 
which, however, expresses the matter con­
versely, namely, that the great Creator, 
the God of wisdom, justice, love and power 
made man in his image and likeness.-Gen-
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esis 1:26; Pscllms 62:-11; 97:2; Romans 
11:33-35; 1 Jolm 4:8. 

Further, since science has established 
the law of biogenesis, that all life proceeds 
from precedent life, we are also forced to 
the Scriptural conclusion that the great 
First Cause is also the fotmtain of life. 
(Psalm 36:9) It is also reasonable to con­
clude that, just as intelligent man has a 
Purpose il1 all he makes, so God had a pur­
Pose in creating man. That purpose, as 
stated in the Bible, was: ''Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and [fill] the earth, and subdue 
it: and have dominion over the [brute 
creation].'' (Genesis 1:28) Circumstantial 
evidence corroborates this, for does not 
man try to do these very things? 

Continuing, is it not reasonable to con­
clude that the Creator, who had so favored 
man, would expect a token of appreciation 
from man and his co-operation in carrying 
out his Maker's will regarding himself? 
This the Bible also indicates, in that God 
commanded man not to eat of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. And should 
man fail to co-operate, fail to show appre­
ciation, then what? Well, would it not be 
reasonable that God would then withdraw 
his blessings from man? Note the Scrip­
tural testimony on this point: ''And Jeho­
vah God formed man of the dust of the 
ground." He warned man that ''in the day 
that thou ea test r the fruit of a certain 
treel thou shalt surely die''. Man disobeyed 
and was sentenced accordingly: ''Dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return.'' 
-Genesis 2:7, 17; 3:19, Am. Stan. Ver. 

Note that nothing was said about man's 
receiving further punishment after death, 
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nor of his going to heaven, either at death 
or later on. Why should God torment crea­
tures who refuse life on his terms? Life is 
a glf~ we are told, and a gift Implies lib­
erty to accept or reject. Were man to be 
eternally punished for refusing life, life 
would no longer be a gift.-Romans 6:23. 

Though the majority of the world's reli­
gions teach that man has a soul that lives 
on after death, going either to limbo, pur­
gatory, hell, heaven, or into some lower 
animal or other man, yet there is absolute­
ly no proof to that effect, either by direct 
or circumstantial evidence. If a soul, sep­
arate and distinct from the body, existed, 
science should have been able to detect it, 
but it has not. No soul has returned from 
heaven or some other place to tell us about 
it. Nor do any of the lower animals give 
any indication that human personalities 
inhabit them. Nor can we think of any 
reason why man should have a soul, or 
needs to have one. We accept the fact that 
God exists even though we cannot see him, 
because it is unthinkable that the universe 
could have come into existence and con­
tinue its orderly operation without him; 
but no such argument can be adduced in 
favor of man's having a souJ.. separate and 
distinct from his body. See· Genesis 2:7; 
Ecclesiastes 3:19; 9:5, 10; Ezekiel 18:4. 
Such texts as seem to indicate otherwise 
are obviously figures , of speech.-Luke 
16:19-31. 

However, some object that the death 
penalty for man's sin was too severe. Was 
it? The law that was given our first parents 
was not hard to obey. They were perfect, 
and so it was only a question of whether 
or not they really wanted to keep it.-Deu­
teronomy 32: 4. 

God had a purpose in creating them, as 
we have already seen: to have the earth 
populated and cultivated by a perfect race 
of human creatures, exercising dominion 
over lower animals, with humans living for-
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ever hi peace and happiness and to God's 
praise. God gave them the power of choice 
as free· moral agents (unlike the lower ani­
mals, which are controlled by instinct), but 
unless they chose to co-operate with God's 
purpose regarding them, he had no alter­
native but to cast them aside and use oth­
ers. Since all that sustains life comes from 
God, God rightfully may deny the blessings 
of life to those who refuse to serve him. 
-Psalm 145: 20. 

But there was more involved. God had 
plainly stated his law. Man had deliberate­
ly disobeyed, thereby flouting the sover­
eignty of his Maker. For God to now change 
his law or fail to inflict the penalty would 
result in confusion in his universe. It would 
indicate that God had made a mistake in 
framing the law in the first place, that his 
laws could be violated with implUlity, that 
God's law did not mean what it said; in 
short, that God was not dependable. For 
God to change his law would be to invite 
disobedience on the part of all his angelic 
creatures, all confident that they also could 
escape sin's penalty in one way or another. 
What confusion and friction wottld have 
resulted in God's universe! The execution 
of the death sentence upon our first par­
ents thus magnified God's justice and gave 
notice to all that all rebels will be de­
stroyed.-Malacbi 3: 6. 

Thus both Bible and reason testify 
of Jehovah God, ahd to his attributes, to 
man's being made in his Maker's likeness, 
to the right of his Maker to require obedi­
ence, and to the nature of the death sen­
tence and its justice. 

But what about God's original purpose 
regarding man? And what about the in­
justice and wrong that Adam's offspring 
suffered because of Adam's rebellion? 
Could God still maintain the majesty of his 
law and do something about these matters? 
We refer the inquirer to a succeeding ar­
ticle: ''Why a Ransom?'' 
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What About 7onah and the Whale"? 
~~IT AIN'T necessarily so,'' said a popular 

song not long ago in ridiculing the Bi~ 
ble. Examples to prove its claim included. 
Noah and the ark, Jonah and the whale. 
Now, the account of the flood at Noah's 
time has been proved reliable (Awake! 
June 22, 1949), but what about ''Jonah and 
the whale''? Is it so, or isn't it? Many have 

• 
said no, on the grounds that a whale's 
throat is not big enoug,P to swallow a man. 

Before jumping to a conclusion, let us 
examine the facts with open minds so our 
answ~r can be an intelligent one. First, the 
Bible does not say it was a whale that swal· 
lowed Jonah. It says, ''Now the LORD had 
prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.'' 
That does not say it was a whale, does it? 
Many scoffers are ignorant of even this 
fundamental point. , 

But could a fish actually have S\Vallowed 
Jonah? McClintock & Strong's Cyclfypmdia 
(Vol. 10, page 973) says that the huge 

white shark (Oarcharias vulgaris) ,a dread· 
ed enemy of sailors, ''is quite able to swal· 
low a man whole.'' It presents corrobora­
tive quotations to prove this: ''The shark 
'has a large gullet, and in the belly of it 
are sometimes found the bodies of men 
half eaten; sometimes whole and entire' 
{Nature Di8p1ayed, iii, 140).'' Then from 
A History of the F'iskes of the British 
Islands it quotes the statement that if this 
shark has difficulty cutting asunder any ob· 
ject of considerable size to swallow it, 
''there is no hesitation in passing into the 
stomach even what is of enormous bulk; 
and the formation of the jaws and throat 
render this a matter of but little difficulty.'' 
It continues, ''Ruysch says that the whole 
body of a man in armor (loricatus) has 
been found in the stomach of a white 
shark; and Captain King, in his 81,frvey of 
Australia, says he had caught one which 
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could have swallowed a man with the great­
est ease. Blumenbach mentions that a 
whole horse has been found i.n a shark. 
. . . Dr. Baird, of the British Museum 
(Cyclop. of Nat. Sciences, p. 514), says 
that in the river Hooghly, be1ow Calcutta, 
he had seen a white shark swallow a bul· 
lock's head and horns entire, and he speaks 
also of a shark's mouth being 'sufficiently 
wide to receive the body of a man.' '' 

But even the whale, not mentioned in the 
Bible account and scorned so haughtily by 
the critics, could have swallowed Jonah. 
Our doubt about the wisdom of those who 
scoff grows when we read in a reliable 
magazine, ''The sperm whale has a tre. 
mendous mouth, capable of swallowing 
seals, sharks or a man •.. it can bite a 
whaling boat in half.''-Nature Magazine~ 
February. 1945·, page 99. 

The book The Way to Paradise, pub­
lished in 1924, contains a drawing of a sea 
monster killed off the Florida coast in 1917. 
It said (page 126), ''This deep sea mon­
ster was killed off the east coast of Florida 
in 1917. scientists claim that i..t was com­
paratively young. In its stomach were a 
black fish weighing 1,500 pounds, an octo­
pus of 400 Pounds, besides 500 JlOUilds of 
coral. It could easily have swallowed ten 
Jonahs without trouble .... Was mounted 
on a house-boat, and exhibited in many 
coast and river cities of the United States.•• 

This was also reported by the Watch-­
tower magazine of May 1, 1919, which 
said, ''A great fish captured near Miami, 
Fla., a few years ago, had within its stom­
ach another fish weighing 1500 pounds. 
This great sea monster is still on exhibi­
tion. It has been shown in various cities, 
and seen by thousands of people.'' -

The same magazine on June 1, 1904, told 
of a press -report of some years earlier 
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about a seaman who was swallowed whole 
by a whale, was later foWld in its stomach, 
and survived the ordeal. Further on thls, 
the Omnibus Believe It or Not by Robert 
L. Ripley, pages 332, 333, said: ''Did a 
whale swallow Jonah? Scientists declare 
that, although the Whale is the largest ani­
mal that ever lived, its throat is so small 
that it will choke on a herring. However, it 
is also conjectured that the Cachalot, or 
sperm whale, may have been the 'great 
fish' mentioned in the Bible. When mortal­
ly wounded the sperm whale has been 
known to disgorge chunks of cuttlefish six 
feet long by four feet wide, and an 18-foot 
skeleton of a shark was found in the stom­
ach of one, on another occasion.. Then, 
too, read the following account of Jam es 
Bartley, the English sailor, who was report­
ed actually swallowed by a whale, and later 
rescued. This is a verbatim translation of 
the report of the French scientist M. de Par­
ville in the Journal des Debats, 1914: 

'''In February, 1891, the whaling ship 
Star of the Ew;t was in the vicinity of the 
Falkland Islands when the lookout sighted 
a large sperm whale 3 miles away. Two 
boats were launched and in a short time 
one of the harpooners was enabled to spear 
the whale. The second boat attacked the 
whale but was upset by a lash of its tail, 
and the men were thrown into the sea, one 
man being drowned, and another, James 
Bartley, having disappeared, could not be 
found. The whale was killed in a few hours, 
its great body lying on the ship's side, 
while the crew busied itself with axes and 
spades removing the blubber. They worked 
all day and part of the night. The next 
morning they attached some tackle to the 
stomach of the whale and hoisted it on 
deck. Suddenly the sailors were s:tartled by 
something in it which gave spasmodic 
signs of life. Inside was found the missing 
sailor doubled· up and unconscious. He 
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was placed on deck and treated to a bath 
of sea water which soon revived him but 
his mind was not clear and he was pla~ed 
in \he captain's quarters where he re­
mained for two weeks a raving lunatic. He 
was kindly and carefully treated by the 
captain and the ship's officers and gradu~ 
ally regained possession of his senses. At 
the end of the third week ·he entirely re­
covered from the shock and resumed his 
duties. 

'''During the sojourn in the whale's 
stomach, Bartley's skin, where it was ex­
posed to the action of the gastric juices, 
underwent a striking change. His face, neck 
and hands were bleached to a deadly white­
ness, taking on the appearance of parch­
ment. 

'' 'Bartley remembered the lash of the 
whale's tail and then was encompassed by 
great darkness and he felt that he was slip. 
ping along a smooth passage that seemed 
to move and carry him forward. His hands 
came in cont~ct with a yielding, slimy sub~ 
s4mce, which seemed to shrink from his 
touch. He could easily breathe but the 
heat was terrible. It seemed to open the 
pores of his skin and draw out his vitality. 
The next he remembered he was in the 
captain's cabin. While he recovered fully 
from his mental depression his skin re­
tained its ghastly pallor to the end and 
never recovered its natural appearance.' '' 

Scoffers continue with their scoffing. 
The Bible account remains true. It is not 
dependent upon such debatable deliverance 
as that claimed by Bartley. That there 
are fish that can swallow man is a terrible 
blow to the scoffers. Jehovah's miraculous 
power is evident in that Jonah was pre­
served alive without serious harm in the 
fish's belly. Christ stamps the account as 
genuine at Matthew 12:39-41. Therefore, 
the song-singers to the contrary, it is 
necessarily so! 
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NATO Acts 

• Historic decisions were made 
in Lisbon, Portugal, by the 
ninth meeting of the North 
Atlantic Alliance late in Feb­
ruary, Among the endorse­
ments were German reanna­
ment, the long-proposed Euro. 
pean Army, agreement to 
spend $300 billion for mutual 
defense, agreement to submit 
annual defense budget /3 to 
NATO for scrutiny and criti­
cism, and decision to set up 
NATO headquarters in Paris 
and to appoint a secretary 
general. This was far more 
agreement than had been antic­
ipated, but the optimistic 
planners, including America's 
Ache s on, Britain's Anthony 
Eden, France's Schuman, were 
handicapped by being able to 
speak only for their govern­
ments, not for their parlia­
ments or people. The European 
Army treaty can still be reject­
ed by a suspicious Bundestag 
of Germany or a divided Na­
tional Assembly in France. 

Defiant Red Prisoners 
+ Compound 62 in the sprawl­
ing Koje Island prisoner-of­
war camp off southern Korea 
has received world attention 
due to tight Communist con­
trol within the compound in 
defiance of U. N. prison keep­
ers. The 5,900 internees hold 
mass demonstrations, refuSe to 
work and occasionally beat or 
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murder other prisoners, When 
~he U.S. 27th regiment moved 
Jn at sunrise (2/18) to screen 
the prisoners and allow the 
noncommunists to get out, the 
Communists stormed 0 ut of 
the barracks, locked their arms 
together into a solid line, 
grabbed and dragged soldiers 
and interpreters into the Red 
ranks. The troaps were or­
dered not to fl.re unless at­
tacked. They first used bayo. 
nets. Then the prisoners 
ch~rged, s in gin g, shouting, 
swinging clubs, tent poles, iron 
plpes and barbed wire yelling 
''kill the Americans! They are 
enemies!" The tr o op s fired. 
Seventy.five Koreans and an 
American lay dead when the 
riot ended; many more were 
wounded. A Panmunjom Red 
negotiator sneered, ''The mas­
sacre fully testifies to the bru­
tal inhumanity with which 
your side treats our person­
nel." The U. N. delegates blunt­
ly rejected th.e . charge. Only 
9 out of 1,600 c1v1l1an prisoners 
accepted the c h an c e to be 
transferred to another com­
pound 

Prayer at the u. N. 
*> In observance of a World 
Day of Prayer (2/29), about 
1,000 men and women (Ptotes­
tants, Catholics, Jews, Mos­
lems and a few Hindus) en­
tered a special room at the 
U. N. to pray for peace, ea..:h 

in his own way. This again 
calls attention to the prayer 
question. which has becomi: 
one of importance at the U. N. 
The Ger1eral Assembly sessions 
are now opened and closed 
with a moment of silence, and 
a specihl room for this pur­
pose will be tncl11deQ. in the 
General Assembly Hall that is 
now being constructed. All the 
members cannot agree as to 
offering prayer, hQwever, SQ 
the pause before and a:fter the 
General Assembly sessions can 
be for ''meditation'', and the 
special room will be called 
''Meditation Room'' instead of 
prayer room-and all can 
agree that the delegates need 
to meditate! 

$815,4-Bllllon Monster 
'*- If piled up in silver dollars 
the $85.4-billion U.S. budget 
requested by Truman would 
rise 152,935 miles (not quite as 
high as the moon, which is 
about238,857 miles away). Con­
gress screamed for cuts. The 
administration's rep I y: fine, 
but where? Congress had nei­
ther the time nor the technical 
man power to give a convinc· 
ing answer. Senator Byrd, 
however, has a four-man year. 
round staff that produced some 
sug!Jll&tlons. Among them: re. 
fuge. 'i'eQUest for 105 OOo new 
civilian employees to; the mili­
tary; cut foreign economic aid; 
fl.re 100,000 domestic employees 
and shave secondary civilian 
programs, such as the school 
lunch program, since ''the de­
pression has been ov~r for 
years''. 

Cattle DJsease Ill Canada 
+ An outbreak o.t hoof·and­
mouth disease in Saskatche­
wan brought a U.S. embargo 
on all Can ad i an livestock 
(2/25), a serious blow to Cana. 
da's $2,000,000,000 livestock in­
dustry, The disease affects 
cloven-hoofed animals--cattle 
sheep, hogs and goats-and h{ 
carrted by a virus which pro­
duces blisters on the mouth 
and feet, and frequently caus. 
es starvation. To check the dis-
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earae infected a n 1 m a 1 s are 
slaughtered, the carcasses de­
~troyed. The Canadian out. 
break ts a mild one; probably 
800 to 1,300 head will be 
slaughtered; suspected farms 
will be cleaned up, disinfected, 
quarantined, all at fe1:!.eral ex­
pense. The virus 'may stay In 
the ground for a year, so early 
retnoval of the embargo is e<>n­
sidered unlikely. It does not 
affect canned meat, because 
the canning process destroys 
the virus. Similar embargoes 
are on beef from Argentina 
and Mexico. The last outbreak 
in the U.S. was 1n 1929; Jn 
Canada, tn the 1870's. 

Puerto Rican Constitution * The Caribbean island of 
Puerto Rico took a step toward 
more self-rule (yet remaining 
a U.S. possession) when it 
voted overwhelmingly to rat­
ify its new constitution (3/3) 
tn place of the charter created 
by the U.S. The U, S. Con­
gress' power to repeal local 
laws will be abolished; and 
auditors and Supreme Court 
justices will no longer be ap­
pointed by the U.S. president. 
The island's legislature Will 
have the authority to overrtde 
the governor's veto or repeal 
martial law if he dee la IJ!S it. 
The U.S. president will retain 
the right to order anned !ore· 
es to the island in the event of 
invasion or rebellion. The con­
stitution still has to be ap· 
proved by the U.S. Congress, 
but observers· doubt that seri­
ous objections will arise. 

Brazilian Train Disaater 
+ Passengers were hanging 
on the outside of the old wood· 
en cars of a heavily over· 
loaded Biazilian train (3/4). 
1\vo of its cars skidded o1f the 
track 20 miles fwtn Rio de 
Janeiro and into the path of 
an oncoming steel commuter 
train, which crashed through 
the wooden cars, flinging rid· 
ers in all directions, mangling 
bodies, killing well over 100 
persons and injuring 200. Early 
investigation of the disaster, 
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one of the worst in Brazil's 
railroad hi story, was ham· 
pered because the engineer of 
the wrecked train had fted in 
his steam locomotive, then 
abandoned it to hide. Due to a 
peculiarity in local law an engi­
neer can be held il:ldetlnltely 
Without bail if arrested at the 
scene of an accident, but i! he 
escapes for 48 hours he can re­
main free, unless hli; responsi­
bility is established in court. 

Two Popes Same Person 
+ B.roken is another link in 
the chain of papal 1.1uccessors. 
A Unlted Press report from 
Rome (3/2) explained that 
''for years the sequence of 
papal portraits in [the Basil· 
ica of St. Paul's Outside the 
Walls] was one of the factors 
used in determining the papal 
succession'', but now, according 
to Mgr. Angelo Mercati, pre­
fect of the Vatican archives, it 
is believed that portraits of 

· Cleto (supposed to be the 3rd 
pope) and Anacleto (supposed 
to be the 5th) are the same 
person, and should be ranked 
third. Until five years ago this 
error was carried in the Vati· 
can Yearbook. Links in the 
chain can be lopped out, trans· 
posed, removed, yet the Oath· 
olic Encyclopedict .(Vo 1. 1, 
page 642) says, ''There is no 
other Church linked to , any 
other Apostle by an Wlbroken 
chain of successors.'' Rome's 
chain iS not unbroken ell;her, 
as this current admission 
shows. 

Solar Eclipse *' The total eclipse of the sun 
(21125) meant many dl1ferent 
things to different people. Sci· 
entists made care.lul studies 
with special instruments. Afri­
can Witch doctors tried to 
drive the evil spirit away from 
the sun. Iranians set up a ter· 
rifle racket to scare the eclipse 
away. In India, praying, chant· 
ing 1Iindus threw the weight 
of their religfbus devotion into 
the struggle between the sun 
and moon, which to them sym­
bolizes virtue in the grip of 

evil. The total eclipse was vis· 
Ible over a 75--mile-wide arc 
runnliig from the South At· 
lantic across French Equato­
rial Africa, the Anglo·Egyptian 
Sudan, Arabia, Iran and Sibe­
ria. A partial eclipse wall: vis· 
Ible over most of Europe, Asia 
and Africa. 

' 

Trouble in East Pakistan 
+ Pakistan is divided into two 
parts; one to the west of India 
contains Karachi, the capital. 
A smaller section at the east 
of India produces jute, the na· 
tion's_ principal export. Eastern 
Pakistan objects to the large 
jute revenue going to the west· 
ern area, and objeets to Urdu 
being the official language in· 
stead of Bengali, which ts spo­
ken by more than half the peo· 
pie. Objections broke into a 
three-day riot (2121 to 21231 in 
Dacca, the capital of the east· 
ern province. Eight were 
killed, 100 injured, and a news­
paper omce burned. Some ob· 
servers believe that conces· 
sions on both language and the 
tl.nancial schedule will have to 
be made. 

Defeat in Indo-Chlna 
+ It was a major Victory when 
the late General Jean de Lat· 
tre de Tasslgny hurled 'the 
Communist Vietminh out of 
strategic Hoabinh last Novem· 
ber. The city straddles Route 
Coloniale No. 12, down whlch 
ammunitJon passed lrom Chi· 
na to Red guerrillas. The Reds 
hacked out a new road through 
the jungle, moved 4,000 tons of 
war material down it, lnclud· 
ing heavy cannon, millions of 
cartridges, vast supplies of 
mortar shells and hand gre­
nades. The French garrison 
was increased to 23,000 to hold 
it against counterattacks, and 
air support was given. Anti· 
aircraft guns shot down 10 
French plane1.1 in 7 days. Out· 
numbered and outgunned, the 
French garrison pulled out of 
Hoablnh (2/24) in what was 
called a ''tactical maneuver''. 
The Communists called it a vie· 
tory~they again held Route 12. 
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The Case of the M11albg Yen 
... The prevalence of corrup­
tion today is not limited to any 
one country. A report to be 
presented to the Japanese Diet 
during .March covered 1,113 
confirmed instances of corrup­
tion, which during the past 
year involved 3,500 million yen 
($9.7 million). The report says 
corruption touched virtually 
every department except the 
Foreign Office. 

The Earthquake of Tokaclll 
*''The earthquake of To· 
kachi,'' one of the heaviest of 
the 20th century, caused huge 
tidal waves, produced great 
earth cracks, collapsed homes, 
swamped fishing villages and 
left a swath of ruin and terror 
In northern Japan (4/4). Snow 
and bitter cold added to the 
misery. Fires broke out In 
Kushiro. The center of the 
quake was located 43 miles out 
into the Pacific from Hokkaido 
island, But the dtsmal picture 
has a bright spot: despite the 
quake's severity the death toll 
was amazingly light. 

WllI TB Ceaee to Be'l + Tuberculosis has been one 
of the great scourges of man· 
kind The germ that causes It 
was identified in 1882. Rest, 
diet, fresh air, have been pre­
scribed for it. Yet its death 
toll is staggering. About a year 
ago two compounds were pro­
duced that killed the TB germ, 
but did not kill mice or rhesus 
monkeys, and were deemed 
safe enough to be tried on hu· 
man patients. During the six 
months since then the aspirin· 
sized capsules, produced from 
coal tar, were given to 190 ''in· 
curable'' cases in New York. 
High temperatures went down, 
patients recovered energy and 
appetite, and lung cavities be· 
gan to heal. The drug is still in 
the experimental stage, and 
will have to be checked over 
long periods, Surgery, rest and 
sanatorla will remain neces­
sary, but if the drug passes all 
tests it is expected to be ready 
fol: use \r. a.bout s'i.x mer.fut>. 

Guidance in Today's World 
~ ''Every now and then one 

hears the hope expressed that 
the news of the day may be­
come cheerful,'' said one news 
magazine recently. Even occa· 
sional bright spots are dark· 
ened by the constant flow of 
dispatches about wars, near 
wars, economic mobilization, 
military exp an s ion, taxes, 
crime and today's corruption. 
Many would like to escape, to 
make the world aver and dis· 
card what they dislike,. blJ.t 
this they cannot do. Trouble is 
chronic. Fri ct i on perennial. 
"People everywhere . , • are 
praying for guidance in a 
topsy.turvy world,'' said the 
same magazine. Whe~ will 
they find it? If they pray they 
profess recognition of God, so 
why ignore his Word that pro­
vides the desired guidance? It 
outlines the reason for present 
difficulties and points to the 
solution shortly to come 
through direct intervention by 
Gad to end Satan't> ~~mina\\lm 
of earth. Looking to your Bi· 
ble you can get this guidance 
the world is Praying for. 

A New World Translation 
WHY a new world translation? Be­

cause the promises of the Bible 
center around the prospect of the new 
world of righteousness, in which all 
families of the earth will be blessed. 
The old world, with its divisions and 
clergy-and-laity distinctions, has kept 
people in ignorance of the vital truths 
of God's Word. The new world recog­
nizes no such distinctions. Therefore 
the New World Translation uses the 

language of the people, avoiding eccle­
siastical terminology not warranted 
by the original Greek in which these 
writings fil"';;t ap1)ea1"'CU.. It g\ves peo­
ple the opportunity to know the truth 
that makes free. Send for your copy 
of the New World Translation of the 
Christian Greek Scriptures today; 
800 pages bound in attractive green 
cover, $1.50 postpaid. 

WATCHTOWliR 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN I, N.Y. 

Please send me the New W01"1d Translation of the ChTl8tlan Greek 801"iptureB, for which I enclose $1.50. 

Name .......................................................... , ... , .... -, .. - ... - .... .--. ...... ,.. Stt~t ................................................................................................ .. 

City........................................................................................................ Zone No ......... State ....................................................................... . 
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NOTICE! 

All persons who are earnestly seeking for 

the truth about religion and the purpose it 

has served are hereby directed to apply for 

the complete and unbiased answers to their 

inq.uiries by obtaining the book 0£ author­

itative infordlation, ''What Ha.a Religion 

Done for Mankind?'' True religious free­

dom and life-giving truth are available for 

all ma.king due and full use of this book 

and its enlightening contents, drawn up with­

out ecclesiastical approbation or clerical 

censorship. Application may be made to and 

the book obtained from the publishers by 

simply sending your request to the address 

below, enclosing 50 cents to help cover pub­

lication costs. 

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYN 1, N.Y. 

I h~reby apply for the hook fl'hat Ilas Relit/ion Done far Mankind! and enclo•C 50c, requesting that it be sent 

to the following: 

Name ..... . Street . ......•... ., .. 

Clty ..... ············ .................... ' ··--········ , ...... " '"' ........... . Zone No ........ Stale. . ............... . 

32 AlVAKE! 


