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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital tamues
of our times must be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests,
*Awakel™ has no fetters. It rec es facts, faces facts, 18 free to
wiblish factis. It s not bound by political ambitions or obligations; it 1s

nhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be on; itis
nprejudioed by traditional creeds. This journal keeps itself free that
it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It
malntaing integrity to truth, _

“A wake " uses the regular news channels, but 18 not dependent on
them. Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations,
From the four cormers of the earth their uncensored, pn-the-scenes
reports come to you through thess columns. This journal's viewpoint

»is not narrow, but 1s international. It is read in many nations, in many
languages, by persons of all ages. Through its pages many fields of
knowledge pass in review—government, commerce, religion, history,
geography, science, social conditions, natural wonders—why, ite cover-
age is as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens,

“Awakel” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting
mourners and strendthening those disheartened bﬁ; the fallures of a
delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right~
eous New World.

Get acquainted with “Awakel” Keep awake by reading “Awakel”
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“MAKE THE WORLD SAFE”

NTIL thirty-eight years ago the world

had never known a global war! And no
generation previous had experienced such
a simultaneous assault of global famines,
pestilence and earthquakes “in one place
after another”, Before 1914 general world
fear was unknown. So when the peril of
that year became world-spread, the sweep-
ing claim was coined: “Make the world
safa for democracy.”

But rather than safety for the peoples of
all nations and for popular government, the
very opposite result marked the passing
years. Not security for democratic rule,
but a trend toward an even more deadly
form of the *“total state” sprang from the
womb of the first world war. Russia fel]
to the Communists. With ridiculous ease,
Mussolini and his blackshirted fascists
grabbed Italy. Hitler rose from beer-
garden oratory to burn a lasting Impres-
sion in German minds; then next burned
the Reichstag and stole the German gov-
‘ernment for his nazis. Behind alibi and
blitzkrieg he ringed in all Central Europe,
smashed France and teamed with Italy and
Japan to drag the world’s democracies
back into a fight for life. '

The democracies again prevailed in bat-
tle—but to what end? a safe world? Hardly
that. Thé “cold war” from 1945 to the close
of 1950 had subjected the “free nations” to
manths of blockade and airlift operations,
increased psychological warfare, $43,000,-
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000,000 in foreign aid by the United States
and a full-scale shooting war in Korea. And
for all that, Russia calmly continued to
pile up “satellites” and hurl invectives.

The nearly {our decades since 1914 have
further mocked democratic principles in
waves of ‘“‘genocide”, mass killings of ra-
cial, national and religious groups. Think
of the 1,200,000 Armenians massacred by
the Turks in 1915. Consider Hitler's bloody
purge against the Poles, his killing more
Jews than there are people on the isle of
Cuba, and his fanatical attrition apgainst
Jehovah’s witnesses. Now set up these ex -
ampies beside the current mass delivery
to slaughter of the Chinese Reds in Korea.

This latter example presents a new twist
to the act, since the Chinese have been
armed and even assumed the role of ag-
gressors; yet their barbaric indoctrination
hes prompted them to insane acts. Russia’s
understood role in inspiring the Korean
conflict and China’s intervention make
her basically responsible for such carnage.
Hordes of Chinese foot soldiers have been
reported charging straight into the face
of oncoming tanks, climbing on and pound-
ing vainly at their armored sides.

Now remember that the nominally dem-
ocratic Chinese Republic under Chiang is
pehned up on the one island of Formosa.
All the vast mainland of continental China
lies enchained by masters of such antics.
In Europe, mensacing communist might
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bristles from the Biack sea to the Baltic
and is held back only by a hairlike military
line of agreement across Germany. The
lone bond between Western Europe and
the American ‘“arsenal of democracy” is
the Atlantic Pact, as yet mostly on paper
and admittedly only a defensive alignment
at best. Finally, Russia, at the base of cur-
rent atrocities, sits around the same U. N.
tahles with the democracies. Would you
say the world has been made safe at all, not
to mention “safe for democracy”?

Men of affairs do not think so. Interna-
tionally famed British military analyst
Captain Liddell Hart, among the conclu-
sions drawn in his book Defense of the
West, says that “the chances of peace and
war are closely balanced—almost on a
knife edge”. Testifying to the divided state
of the world, one editorial writer admits:
“Jt is too much to expect an organization
of mere men to establish perpetual peace
throughout the world. Even among intelli-
gent people there is not always harmony in
the family.” “Mere men’ are inadequate
~for the task, so religious leaders usually
bring God’s name into it. However, they
habitually ask divine salvation and bless-
ing for some selfish human order of things
already in control, Nevertheless, to show
how the clergy, too, recognize the current
threat to world safety, note among the
words of an international appeal made by
Polish Catholic priests in the fall of 1950:
“We call upon you, the Catholic priests of
the world. Let us pray that God Almighty
may enlighten those who err and avert the
threat hanging over the nations.”

The world is full of talk of “safety”,
“security” and “peace”; but the mounting
facts cry out that the preaching is not
practiced, New airports, institutions, ete.,
may be dedicated to the cause of peace; the
slogan of the times may have been “make
the world sgfe for democracy”; and the
U. N.’s top governing body is indeed called
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the “Security Council”. But all such sur-
face growth has no abiding roots, Thus for
all the fears, wars, threats, organizations
and charters, the world has never returned
to the normalcy of 1913,

Nor will it, by human ability. History’s
greatest prophet, Jesus Christ, forewarned
that when such critical times came, paral-
leled in the same generation by the world-
wide announcement of the birth of God’s
kingdom, it would be a sure sign of the
approaching end of the old system. .

What men cannot provide in the way of
a bond of international harmony and se-
curity, men of good will should now turn
to God’s Word to find, Says the wise prov-
erb: “The name of Jehovah is a strong
tower; the righteous runneth into it, and
is safe.” And apain: “The fear of man
bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his
trust in Jehovah shall be safe.””—Proverbs
18:10; 29:25, Am. Stan. Ver,

Whoever follows this advice now will not
misplace his trust or live in fear. Rather,
he will have about him the only “strong
tower” of absolute protection, the ‘name
of Jehovah”. Therefore, regardless of what
evils may overtake him in these perilous
times, his faithfulness to God promises
eventual life everlasting in Jehovah’s new
world, which the present times prove to be
now very near. Liberal human democratic
governments have done much for man in
this world, Still, they but touch the surface
of his real needs. The much-desired human
liberties in the complete sense, accompa-
nied with the blessings of continued life
and free of the fears of insecurity—all -
these things and more will be the lot of the
new world’s citizens. Not a democracy, but
a theocracy will that be. Not temporary,

- but permanent; not impotent, but backed

by almighty power; not war-ridden, but
peace-blessed—such is Jehovah’s Theoc-
racy, the only hope of all who honestly
wish to *‘make the world safe”!

AWAKE!



Picking the Pockets

of the Taxpayer

Corruption in the U. S. Reaches an All-Time High

O ONE enjoys finding out that his

pockets have been picked. Least of all
would anyone enjoy learning that his
pockets had been picked by his own serv-
ants, by the very persons he was paying to
look after his interests. Yet investigations
reveal the fact that public servants in
every department of the government, and
particularly in the Internal Revenue Bu-

reau, are playing false to their trust, pick- .

ing the pockets of their employérs, the
American taxpayers. As Isaiah the proph-
et said more than 2,500 years ago: “Thy
princes are rehellious, and companions of
thieves: every one loveth glfts, and fol-
lJoweth after rewards.”’—Isaiah 1:23.

Of course, corruption

dent more than one political
bigwig escaped the penalty
due him for breaking the law,
because of White House in-
tervention.

But, as Life magazine (QOc-
tober 8, 1951) well expresses
it: “What is shocking and
new is to find Kansas City—style corrup-
tion on the Federal stage, especially at a
titne when the Federal government has

swollen to dimensions that pervade all
0. S, life.”

1951 Tax Scandals -
The following, taken from “A Chronol-
ogy of the Corruption Issue” as published
in the New York Times, December 23,
1951, gives an idea of the extent of the
corruption in the Revenue Bureau.
- “APRIL 24—Finnegan announces resig-
nation to give more time to private law
practice. (He has since been indicted on
charges of using his oflice for private gain.)
“JUNE 27—Denis W. Delaney, Boston
Collector of Internal

Y

in the United States
governmerit is nothing
new, During General
Grant’s administration
(1869-1877) congress-
men, cabinet officers,
the White House staff,
relatives of the presi-
dent as well as a host
of other officials, were
involved in scandal.
And scandal again
touched the official
family of the nation
during President Hard-
ing’s brief administra--

IMAGINE THAT!
1Y PRINCES ARE REBELLLOUE, AND COMPANIONS CF THIEVES
EVERYONE LOVETH BRIBES AND FOLLOWETH AFTER REWARDS "

Revenue, suspended
pending investigation.
(Isater fired and in-
dicted for bribery.)
[Convicted of bribery,
January 22, 1952]

“JuLy 31—George J.
Schoeneman, Commis-
sioner of Internal Rev-
enue, resigns; Mr. Tru-
man names John B.
Dunlap to replace
him. . . .

“SEPT. 28— Collector
James G. Smyth and
eight employees in San
Francisco office sus-
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tion (1921.1923). In
the dozen years that
Roosevelt was presi-
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Reprinted by permission from the Philadel-
phla Sunday Bulletin, December 18, 1951

pended. (Smyth has
since been indicted.)
“QOcT, 23—Joseph P.
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Marcelle, Brooklyn Colleetor of nternal
Revenue, resigns under fire. . . .

“Nov. 17T—Mr. Truman forces resigna-
tion of T. Lamar Caudle, Assistant Attor-
ney General in charge of the Justice De-
partment’s Tax Division, for engaging in
‘outside activities . . . incompatible with
the dutles of his office’.

“Nov. 28—President fires thirty-one
Revenue Bureau officials and employees.

“DEC. 4—Abraham Teitelbaum, Chicago
attorney, tells King subcommittee that
names of high officials, including Caudle
and Charles Oliphant, chief counsel of the
Revenue Bureau, were mentioned in con-
nection with an offer to ‘fix’ his tax de-
Unquency for $500,000. (Both Caudle and
Oliphant subsequently denied any part in
such a shakedown.)

“DeEC, 5—Oliphant resigns as chief coun;
sel of Revenue Bureau, . . .

“DEC. 12—Oliphant testifies he accepted
favars from individuals involved in tax
cases.”

Yes, according to the U. 8. News & World
Report (December 14, 1951): “Six of 64
collectors of internal! revenue were re-
moved or guit under fire. More than 350
other tax men went out in a shake-up in-
volving tax frauds and irregularities, Some
had fixed taxes. Some had collected fees.
There were charges of bribery.” And since
negligence and laziness go hand in hand
with dishonesty, it is not surprising to
learn that ‘‘the collection of taxes is $632,-
363,000 in arrears”.—New York Mirror,
December 12, 1951,

And while the spotiight of publicity and
Congressional investigation has shifted
from deep freezers, to mink coats, to RFC
{government loaning agency), and cur-
rently is fixed on the government’s tax-
collecting agencies, the picking of the
pockets of the taxpayers in other depart-
ments goes blithely on, Note the situation
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revealed by “the report of Comptroller
General Lindsay C. Warren [showing] that
the Maritime Commission had falled to
account for two billian dollars. Among the
items to which Mr. Warren took exception
were $394,806,000 paid to shipowners and
shipbullders in the guise of ‘construction-
differential subsidies’; an {tem of $28,013,-
144 improperly paid for so-called ‘defense
features’; and a huge sum paid in 1950 to
private shipowners who actually leased to
the government for trans-Pacific service
ships which in fact belonged to the govern-
ment”.—The Nation, October 27, 1951.
But most guilty of all in picking the tax-
payers’ pockets is Congress itself. How so?
Because it has legalized the theft of many
billions of dollars through the “accelerated
tax amortization” program whereby gi-
gantic corporations are writing off the cost
of their newly constructed plants in five
years instead of twenty, on the assumption
that such were built for defense purposes.
And there are other congressionally cre-
ated loopholes in the tax structure, which,
according to Senator Hubert Humphrey,
form the base for the irregularities in the
tax-collection system. Says he: “Let’s not
Just clean the top of the rug. Let's check
up on some of the big stealing; [that is]
inadequate tax laws and tax-law loopholes.”

“Companions of Thieves”

Getting the facts regarding the various
scandalous situations has not been easy.
The consistent policy of those in positions
of responsibility seems to be to ignore,
cover up or whitewash corruption, In this
respect President Truman is following the
precedents set by Grant and Harding, He
has failed to punish his immediate staff for
guestionable practices. When the RFC was
being investigated he termed the investiga-
tion “asinine”, until it revealed such a mal-
odorous condition that he simply had to
act. He repeatedly refused to release for

AWAEE!



investigation by a Senate committee a con-

fidential report regarding a certain Empire

Ordnance Corporation, whose dealings with
the government during World War II
topped all others In corruption.

Truman had requested Judge Murphy to
head up the cleaning campaign., But ac-
cording to Washington reports, when Mur-
phy presented a 23-page letter outlining
the powers he would need to make such a
campaign, Truman and his cabinet were
thrown into a panic and they decided to let
the job be handled by the very one most
responsibie for the situation, Attorney
General McGrath.

And the heads of the various depart-

ments are following Truman’'s example,
When Senator Willlams, who spearheaded
the tax department investigations, wanted
information regarding a certain New York
tax office he was refused, and it took Senate
committee -action to clean up the worst
mess yet discovered in the Internal Rev-
enue Bureau. Regarding efforts fo clean
up the mess at St. Louig, The Nation, Oc-
tober 27, 1951, states:

‘“When the St. Louis grand jury, in its
first investigation, failed to indict Finne-
gan, Judge George H. Moore charged that
‘certaln partles in’official guarters did not
show much zeal in giving the jury or the
United States Attorney’s office all the as-
sistance to which they were entitled’. In
fact, Finnegan would not have been In-
dicted if Senator John H. Williams had
not insgisted that the Treasury Department
produce a mysterious ‘missing file' which
contained the vital evidence. In both St.
I.ouis and San Francisco the Department
of Justice sought to discourage investiga-
tions. It is apparent, however, that Senator
Williams has received substantial aid from
the lower echelons of the bureau.”

And what about the congressmen them-
selves who form these investigating com-
mittees? For instance, take Represen-
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tative King, of California, who heads the
House committee investigating tax scan-
dals. His own committee “lnvestigated”
him in a most genteel sort of way, and that
in closed hearings (why closed hearings?),
and then gave him a clean bill of health in
spite of the fact that “there are documents
that not only indicate that King brought
pressure on the Justice Department in the
Gregory case, but {that King] fought to
keep a loophole in the tax law for all—all
at Gregory’s urging”’. And who is Gregory?

Gregory is president of a savings and loan
association, and is under fire by the Home
loan Bank Board for; *“1. Making fan-
tastic loans to firms in which he had finan-
clal interest; 2. Using depositors’ fumds to
get gambling concessions in Mexico; 3. Di-
verting G. L. loans from building veterans’
homes to financing a project in which he
was part owner; 4. Setting up 21,000 ac-
counts of $1 for voting purposes, to keep.
control. {The] board also reported alleged
tax irregularities to the Internal Revenue
Bureau. . . . After a four-year legal battle
[King] brought pressure on the Justice
Department to compromise.” Leading the
House investigations, and himseif “a com-
panion of thieves"!

Nor is this unique. When Truman
suggested that all government officials and
employees be made to make public their
total incoine, Congress set up such a howl
that he had tp abandon the idea! Seemingly
congressmen could no more afford to do
such a thing than could the blackmailers,
the fee-gplitters, ete.

I8 Relief in Sight?

Thomas Jefferson once stated: “The
whole art of government consists of being
honest.” If that is the case then it is fast
becoming a lost art, for, according to a

New York Times dispatch, December 30,

1951, former President Hoover declared:
T



“More dishonesty was exposed In govern.
ment. officials and departments during the
last year than we have ever known in our
history.”

Various remedies have been offered: a
Senate subcommittee under Paul H. Doug-
las urges a code of ethics; President Tru-
man has a plan for the reorganization of
the Internal Revenue Bureau; the Hoover
Commission has its recommendations; oth-
ers suggest an increase in salaries for Fed-
eral employees s0 as to get a higher type
of public servants as well as to obviate
their having to take on outside work. But
all such measures would be mere stopgaps
so long as the core remains dishonest.

Yes; what hope of improvement as long
as there is a president in the White House
who penalizes a man for honestly, ably
and fearlessly discharging his duty and
fires his superior who objects, as in the
case of Milligan and Biddle; who publicly
goes on record as approving men who
have offered and accepted bribes such
as California oilman Pauley and one-time
Democratic National Committee chairman
Boyle; who winks at undercover deals and
influence peddling by his own staff; who
commutes the sentence of a gambler con-
victed of tax dodging on his race horse
winnings; who pardons a movie magnate
convicted of tax evasion and a prominent
politician convicted of mail fraud; ete.

Nor can improvement be expected as
long as the attorney general himself is a
trustee of a colossal tax avoidance trust of
some five million dollars and is charged
with acting as an attormey for foremost
U. S. racketeer Frank Costello, ete.

Nor can we look to organized religion
for help in spite of the blast that the fore-
most Catholic prelates recently made
against corruption in govermment. Why
not? Because they also are not interested
in cleaning up the situation, as the follow-
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ing report from R. S. Allen, Washington
columnist, shows: “Three men have saved
Attorney General Howard McGrath from
being fired—for the time being, . . . Car-
dinal Spellman, who made a long distance
plea from Tokyo. Sen. Theodore Green
[and} Matt Connelly, powerful [Roman
Catholic] White House secretary.” (Spell-
man has denied this ) Washington rumor
said that McGrath would be given a face-
saving transfer of post,

Nor will a change of party in power from
Democratic to Republican help much. The
two previous eras of corruption, Grant’s
and Harding’s, existed when the Repub-
licans were In control, and the Republican
machine that held power so long in Phila-
delphia was not different from the Demo-
cratic machines in other cities. And Big
Business, wbile loudly howling about the
government’s being in business, is not at all
averse to injecting itself into the govern-
ment by wholesale corruption of govern-
ment officials and employees.

Dishonesty in government is only one
symptom of a diseased civilization. Among
others are: employees in private industry
robbing their bosses of some half billion
dollars annually; spread of narcotic addic-
tion among youths; dishonesty in taking
school examinations; dishonesty in sports.
Yes, as Isaiah long ago expressed it: ‘“The
whole head is sick, and the whole heart
faint, From the sole of the foot even unto
the head there is no soundness in it.””—Isa-
iah 1:5, 6.

Modern Babylon is beyond healing, and
the almighty God, Jehovah, is not going to
let her die a slow, lingering death, but, as
Bible prophecy assures us, he will soon give
her the coup de grice at the coming battle
of Armageddon, so that all may know
that Jehovah is the Most High over all the
earth and that none can viclate his laws
with impunity.—Psalm 83; Jeremiah 51:8;
Matthew 24; Revelation 16:14, 16.

AWAKE!



Judicial Conniving at
Duncan Mob Vlolence

Condemneq

URING July, 1949, some rabble-rous-
ing lepionnaires and mobsters invaded

the circuit assembly of Jehovah's withesses

in Duncan, Oklahoma. The atrocious out-
rages against clean worship in Duncan re-
sulted in no prosecution of the ¢criminals by
the state officials. The federal officials failed
to take action against the law violators,

Jehovah’s witnesses filed a civil rights
action in the federal court against the mob-
sters and officials. It was to redress the
deprivation of their freedom of assembly
and of worship guaranteed by the laws of
the United States and Oklahoma.

A judegment dismissing the case in favor
of the mobsters and officials was entered
by the United States District Court dur-
ing November, 1850. The federal court of
appeals reversed the case during Decem-
ber, 1951, and sent it back to the federal
district court in Oklahoma for a new trial,
because of errors committed by United
States District Judge Vaught.

The trial of the case in November, 1950,
attracted more than ordinary notice in the
public press of the southwest part of the
United States. Also the radio broadcast the
events of the trial. This wide publicity was
focused upon the misconduct of Judge
Vaught and the resistance to such judicial
lawlessness by Hayden C. Covington, coun-
sel for Jehovah's witnesses, The prejudice
and antics on the bench by the judge pre-
vented Jehovah's witnesses from receiving
a fair trial by jury.

The illegal action of Judge Vaught chal-
lenged by counsel for Jehovah's witnesses,
backed by power of Jehovah at the trial,
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could not be stopped
by counsel, Faithfu?
and continuous ob-
jections by counsel
for Jehovah’s wit-

%_ ., nesses caused the
e @y judge to repeat his
‘ff | explosions. The
judge's fulminations
and his vigorous ad-
vocacy against Je-
hovah’s witnesses,
over protests of counsel for Jehovah's wit-
nesses, lasted throughout the trial of three
days.

Deadly venom and debasing prejudice
spewed out of the mouths of the lawyers
for the mobsters and officials following the
trial misconduct of the judge. This added
fuel to the flames. The jury burned up the
case of Jehovah's witnesses by a verdict in
favor of the mobsters and officials. All this
produced insult upon injury from the in-

dignities suffered by Jehovah’s witnesses
in Duncan.

On the trial Judge Vaught unlawfully
denied Jehovah's witnesses the right to-
offer material evidence about their assem-
bly for clean worship in Duncan. Coving-
ton attempted to preserve the error for the
appellate court, He was threatened by the
judge with a jail sentence for contempt of
court on two occasions because he faith-
fully saved the points for appellate court
review. He challenged twenty-seven other
procedural errors of Judge Vaught on the
trial of the case for review in the appellate
court. The grounds were that Jehovah's

withesses were being deprived of a fair
{rial.

The case was appealed to the federal
court of appeals. The appellate court heard
the arguments of counsel for the parties
at Wichita, Kansas, in November, 1951,
During the argument made by counsel for
the mobsters and officials, one of the three
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judges (Judge Murrah) interrupted the
lawyer for the mobsters to make a state-
ment. He said that the lawyers were trying
to hide something. The judge said that the
American flag represents the canstitution,
which stands for a fair trial. He said that
it was the duty of Judge Vaught to give
Jehovah's witnesses, victims of mob vio-
lence, a fair trial and that Judge Vaught
had not ensured them a fair trial, as it was
his responsibility to do.

. Judge Murrah wound up his stirring
comments from the bench by stating with
deep feeling that it was manifest that
Judge Vaught had turned his face against
Jehovah'’s witnesses and their counsel and
that they did not have a chance, under the
circumstances, to get a fair trial.

The penetrating words from the bench
stumned the counsel for the mobsters and
officials. It was the handwriting on the
wall forecasting the judgment of the court
to follow. The opinion of the court vindi-
cated the efforts of Covington to preserve
the trial procedural rights of Jehovah's
witnesses. It sustained every one of the
twenty-seven points of error against the
judge raised by him. It condemned the
wrongdoing of the trial judge and the mis-
conduct of the lawyers for the mobsters
and officials. The court, among many other
things, said:

Justice Caiches Up with Mobocrats
“Appellants brought this action in the
United States District Court of Oklahoma
to recover damages for injuries alleged to
have been sustained in the deprivation of
their civil rights by the appellees. Jurisdic-
tion is conferred under 28 USCA 1343.
“Appellants are all Jehovah’s witnesses.
The appellee Webhb is the chief of police of
the city of Duncan, Oklahoma; the appel-
lee Powers is one of the commissioners aof
the city of Duncan; the appellee Wood is
the superintendent of schools for the city
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of Duncan; and, the other appellees are
citizens of that city.

“During the spring of 1949, the Jeho-
vah’s witnesses planned a district conven-
tion in the city of Duncan and obtained a
Iease of the Durntcan high school auditorium
beginning July 15 and ending July 17,
1949. The complaint alleges that on July 17,
when appellants had assembled for their
meeting in the auditorium where an ad-
dress was to be delivered, ‘the defendants
armed with sticks, rocks, puns and other
instruments of violence, entered the audi-
torium foreibly, and attacked the assem-
bled groups and broke up the assembly.’ . . .

“Marshaling the evidence, in their behalf,
appellants call attention to the official or-
der to remove their street banners, as in-
dicating official hostility, and to the fact
that the police were warned and alerted
to the threatened action of the citizen de-
fendants, Specifically, they call attention to
the use of a sound equipped automobile by
some of the appellants on Sunday, exhort-
ing the ‘red blooded Americans’ pf Duncan
to come to the high school auditorium and
‘fight for the flag’ and ‘your country’; to
the altercation between one of the appel-
lants and defendant March; and, to the
fact that one of the Jehovah’s witnesses
went to the city jail to invoke protection
of the law for himself and his brethren.
Then it is said that although forewarned,
Webb did nothing to prevent the formation
of the mob, which on Sunday afternoon
forcibly entered the auditorium to break
up the religious assembly. It is charged
that when the rioting broke out Webb and
Powers came to the auditorium in their
capacity as city officials, but did nothing
whatsoever to quell the riot or restore or-
der, and that order was restored only after
one of the Jehovah’s witnesses called the

city firemen, who quenched the violence
with the water hose. Appeliants urge, that
by this willful failure to keep the peace or
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restore order, the city officials affirmative-
ly deprived them, uhder color of law, of

constitutionally protected rights, and that-

they are therefore entitled to recover from
these appellees as & matter of law. . . .

‘“When all the evidence bearing upon the
action or inaction of the city officials is
considered in its totality we think it pre-
sented g factual issue of whether they ex-
ercised reasonable diligence in the per-
formance of their statutory duties, or
whether they abdicated to the mob. . . .
It is sufficient in the light of what we have
already said concerning the conduct of the
city officials, that the evidence on the
whole presented an issue of fact whether
they joined the conspiracy or participated
therein to pive it the requisite color of
law. . . .

“Judgment Must Be Reversed”

“Reversible error is assigned in the ad-
mission and exclusion of other testimony,
and the alleged inflammatory and prejudi-
cial argument by counsel for appellees.
The trial was long and vexatious, and
marked by frequent encounters between
the court and appellant’s counsél. . . . Since
in our view of the case the judgment must
be reversed, we deem it unnecessary and
inappropriate to consider the admissibility
of each and every bit of evidence admitted
or refused. . . . Appellees’ comsel did en-
gage in flights of oratory beyond the
bounds of evidence, clearly calculated to
inflame the jury against an unpopular
‘minority sect,

“Tt is not too much, we think, to indulge
in the expectation that the case will be
‘retried in an atmosphere more conducive

to the proper administration of justice.
The judgment is reversed and remanded
with directlons to procecd according to the
views herein expressed.”

It is seen from the above that in times
of stress and crisis caused by mobs Jeho-
vah's withesses must oftentimes fight in
the courts for the preservation of their pre-
cious liberties of assembly and worship.
More than this they must fight to preserve
a fair trial and due process of law even to
the point of appealing to the higher courts
to forcibly bring a lawless judge into lne
with the law.

While justice may never be attained In
cases of mob violence in the courts, it will
be gotten at Armageddon. Judges and ju-
ries may have their picnic now In pitch-
ing the law to the wind and in making

- sport of Jehovah’s withesses. They may

wink at violence and vicious efforts to stap
the preaching work of Jehovah’s witnesses.
They have framed mischief by law and will
continue to do s0 as prophesied of them
in the Bible (Psalm 94:20). But the day
of their slander and slaughter of the rights

of Jehovah's witnesses draws to a speedy

close. Soon the picture will change. The
tables will be turned. Jehovah says: “To
me belongeth vengeance, and recompense;
their foot shall slide in due time: for the
day of their calamity is at hand, and the
fhimgs that shall come upon themnm make
haste.” {Deuteronomy 32:35) “Whenever
it iz that they are saying, ‘Peace and
security” then sudden destruction is to
be instantly upon them just as the pang
of distress upon a pregnant woman, and
they will by no means escape.”—-1 Thessa-
lonians 5:3, New World Trans.

He Was Talked inm.It

w On December 19, 1931, an Internatlonal News Service dispatch
from New York related the crimminal plunge taken by & desperate

mall.

“Police are holding a man on a charge of grand larceny.

They say he stole his mother-inlaw's teeth to keep her quiet.™

MARCH 2B, 1958
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"Say, e You FHungry?”

By “‘Awake!” correspondent in El Salvador

~HEN come and get it--Salvadoran style!
Tortilla soup Is a clever blending of many
ingredients. Here is how it is made: Break
geveral large thin tortillas into pieces and fry
in butter until crisp. Make sauce of six onions
and one small can of tomato paste or equiva-
lent in fresh tomatoes; add a small piece of
garlie. Divide chicken into serving portions
and return to its broth; to this, add the tor-
tillas and tomato sauce. Break up one-half
pound of cream cheese into small pieces and
float on top of soup. Place in oven and bring
to serving temperature. Salt and pepper to
taste; garnish with parsley, and serve. Try it.

3 But if you are hungry, you will want more
than soup. How about rice Salvadoran style?
When preparing rice avoid making the com-
mon and serlous error there is in rice prep-
aration. The whole success depends on this
one thing, that you not soak the rice. After
it has been washed quickly in cold water, let
it dry in the sun. But if there is not time for
this, make quitd certain that all water is
drained off so that it feels almost dry; now
we are ready for the important step. Grease
a large frying pan or baking tif with butter
or cooking oil, and spread the rice out in a
thin even layer. The pan of rice should now
be placed over a hot fire and toasted until
the most deliciously tempting aroma begins to
arlse. This aroma will be the exact equivalent
to fresh-roasted, buttered popcorn. This is
your signal that all is going well, but one
must take care at this point to stir the rice
well s0 as to avoid burning and also to ensure
even browning. Next, remove from fire and
place in a pan that is not too deep and
which has a tight-fitting lid. Spread the rice
_out evenly in the pan, adding salt to taste.
Then add either boiling water or hot chicken
broth until the level of the liquid is slightly
less than twice the depth of the dry rice in
the pan. The rice should be placed on a hot
fire immediately, and when cooked it will be
light, fluffy, dry and freegrained. The rice
may then be served plain or in any numbher
of different ways, according to the ingenuity
of the individual cook.

ot Herels a tip. A meal might be served with-
out French bread, meat or greell vegetiables,
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but never without beans! And here is why:
Cook one pound of beans untll very tender, in
just enough water to prevent burning. This
may be done especially well in a pressure
cooker. When beans are tender, run them
through the food grinder two or three times;
or they may be mashed a8 desired. Salt them

to taste, and add the beans to the hot lard

and onions, allowing them to fry thoroughly
until most of the moisture has cooked out,
The lard should mix with the beans. When
done the beans should be served at once with
or without sweet cream, according to your
fancy. Yum! Are they delicious!

+ Here is something different. Husk 15 ears
of tender corn and remove from cob. Add a
halt cup or more of milk and allow excess to
drain off. Add 6 tablespoohs of butter, 6 table-
spoons of lard, sugar and salt as you like it.
Mix thoroughly with potatc masher. Finally,
roll out individual tamales half the size of the -
original cob, placing them iIn clean husks.
Tamales should then be steamed until well
done. They may be served hot or cold, with
or without cream. The tamale may be tied
together so as not to unrell from its husk
wrapper while cooking.

< And now for a good drink—horchate. This
is probably the most nourishing drink in El
Salvador. It is sold along all inarket streets.
When the air is cool it is served warm, and
when warm it is served chilled. Take one-half
pound of morTo seeds, one-half pound of sesa-
me seeds and a quarter of a pound of corian-
der seeds. Grind the three kinds of seeds to-
gether and toast without bumning. Add enough
milk te the flourllke mixture to bring to
drinking consistency. Add sugar and cinna-
mon to taste. Mix thoroughly, using mechan.
ical mixer if available. Serve any time. It is
a treat hot or chilled.

) In order to thoroughly enjoy a meal, the
mind must be in & proper receptive state. The
Salvadorans recommend the Master’'s words
as food for thought hefore they sit down to
dine, “Man must live, not on bread alone, but
on every utterance coming forth through Je-
hovah's mouth.” (Matthew 4:4, New World
Trans,} If you hunger spiritually, dine upan
this Word and live,

AWAKE!



ILLENNIUMS before human genius

hit upon the idea of jet propulsion
sea animals made the principle of rocket
aircraft and flying jet submarines a real-
ity. The octopus, squid, argonaut, and the
cuttlefish are among the famed jet-
propelled craft of the sea. These all be-
long to the cephalopod family, meaning
animals that have their heads united with
their feet or arms.

The octopus is the most popular of the
cephalopods. There are some 150 species
known to man. Octopuses are found in all
waters, but rarely in the Arctie Circle and
in waters around the Antarctic continent,
Most of them live in comparatively shallow
water, about 600 feet or less, though some
have been found two miles deep. Others
have been seen 1,000 miles out at sea float-
ing or swimming on the surface. |

The octopus is known to be the ugliest
marauder of the sea, and is often called
the devilfish. It is 2 natural submarine ar-
senal loaded with eight arms., Each arm
of a large octopus has about 80 suction
disks; each disk is an inch or so wide.

It prefers hiding in rocky crevices on
the bottom, or in cavities in the
coral. Often it will squat In the
midst of a nestlike lair of

boulders, which it has dragged together,
for its own safety or to nab an incautious
crab or fish. The eight tapering arms
sprawl in all directions, extending and
contracting, clinging to the rocks with
their powerful vacuum suction cups, or
weaving through the crevices exploring
everything within reach. Elevated high on
the body are a pair of large coldly gleam-
ing e¥es capable of seeing in all directions.

If an unwary fish ventures within reach,
2 long 1apering tentacle will sweep out
with lightninglike speed and encircle the
prey and drag it down to the jaws, to be
torn apart by a parrotlike beak, Should a
small sea turtle be slightly out of reach of
the whipping arms, the octopus will rocket
its whole body backward at a tremendous
speed, pouncing on its prey sidewise and
crushing it to pieces.

Among its worst enemies are the moray
eels and the sperm whales, These usually
make surprise attacks. But the octopus
has a few surprises of its own. When at-
tacked or frightened the octopus will lay
down a “smoKke screen” of dark-brown ink
capable of darkening two or three hundred




yards of water. This screen offers more
than a concealment, it also has the power
‘to destroy the enemy’s sense of smell
G. -E. MacGinitie, director of the Kerchoff
Marine Laboratory at Corona Del Mar,
California, reported finding the ink bar-
rage of the octopus bimaculatus or bimac-
uloides completely paralyzed the clactory
powers of its major enemy. It took over
two hours for the eel to regain its sense
of smell. The art of camouflage is also
used. When creeping over a sandy stretch
it changes colors to fit the surroundings,
harmonizing colors so perfectly that the
creature becomes practically invisible.

Many species differ in size. Some never
grow larger than a man’'s fist, while in Eu-
ropean and West Indian waters octopuses
have been found with a spread of more than
10 feet. In Pacific waters the great octopus
apollyon is known to attain to more than
28 feet in diameter!

The most talented of the octopus family
is the octoputs bermudensis. This tiny spe-
cies found in the waters of Bermuda dis-
tinguishes itself as a ballet dancer. It
gracefully moves through the water, wav-
ing some of its arms as if to thythm, while
others tiptoe on the bottom. It seems to de-
light to dance and to entertain others.

Of all the ¢ephalopods the afgnnaut, or
paper nautilus, is the most beautiful If it
were not for its eight arms and jet propul-
sion it would be difficult to associate such
beauty with the repulsive octopus. The
female argonaut travels about in a delicate
‘“paper’”’ shell which is actually an egg case
that she takes with her wherever she
swims. Her gleaming eyes keep a cbn-
stant watch on the shell if she leaves it to
forage for fodd. If trouble threatens she
huwrries back to protect her brood.

Mating Season
To fertilize the erggs the male uses his
third left arm to hand a package of sperm
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to the female, placing it under her mantle,
This male arm is specially modifled to hold
the sperm. Often the female breaks off a
tip of this arm and takes it with her so
that she can fertilize her eggs at will, The
male is able to grow a new arm. The eggs
differ in size. Some are an eighth of an
inch, whereas others may be half an inch
in length. Quick magazine of August 13,
1931, showed a mother octopus resting on

her nest of eggs numbering 180,000! |

Squid

A close relative of the octopus is the
largest, fastest, most viclous and one of
the most beautiful of all animals without
backbones. It differs from the octopus in
possessing ten arms instead of eight.

It can walk and swim. Along the ocean
bottom it will move by walking, stretching
its dangling arms and pulling itself for-
ward. With its beak pointed downward, it
actually stands on its head! It also differs
from the octopus in body shape. The squid
has a streamlined body adapted for swift
swimming, whereas the octopus has a bulb-
like body, which is better for a less active
life in the depths. Its loaded ink sac and
penshaped hody have labeled the squid the
clerk of the sea.

Jet Equipment

The bulk of the body is a large mantle
cavity surrounded by the muscular outer
wall. This constitutes the pressure cham-
ber for jet propulsion. The water is in-
haled into this chamber. Muscle bands
squeeze the water chamber, forcing the
water through the small end of the siphon
with great force. Squids can by a simple
turn of the funnel propel themselves in
any direction. Their gills are equipped with
superchargers—a heart for each gill, which
gives it additional power and speed. As in
the air so under the sea jet craft, size for
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size, are faster and can do about anything
a fish can do, and in most cases do it better.

The squid wraps its eggs in a jelly mass.
Each mass contains 50 or 60 developing
eggs. The jelly Is added just before the egg
is laid. To fertilize the egg, the male squid
has special glands where microscopic
sperm cells are made and rolled into small
cigar-shaped packages, each about half an
inch long. As these accumulate the male
‘ingerts ‘one of his long arms down into his
own gill chamber, lifts out a handful of
sperm packets, swims to the female and
disposes of the packets by placing them un-
der her mantle chamber., When the eggs
are ready to be laid, each packet explodes
inside the female, to free the sperm cells
which fertilize the eggs as they are laid.

When hatched the little ones are almost
all eyes. Nature has covered them with
flashing colors to make them scintillating
jewels of tiny life. These jet their way
backward out of the capsules and are less
than an eighth of an inch when hatched.
What a miracle! A thoroughly eguipped
jet-propelled submarine with lights, arms,
camouflage, “smoke screen,” power and
life—=ell in one-eighth of an inch!

The squid is a modest creature. It will
blush when excited to a point where it will
lose all control of motion. The common
squid (Loligo pealii and Ommastrephes
illecebrosa) vary from about 14 to 18 inch-
es in length. The largest squid (Architeu-
this princeps and Architeuthis harveyi}, as
reported by A. E. Verrill, American natu-
ralist, was known to be 52 feet in diameter!
Ong specimen was caught alive in Trinity
Bay, Newfoundland, in 1877, and exhibited
in the New York Aquarium. A model of
this specimen is now on display in the
Amerlcan Museum of Natural History. Its
body measured 94 feet and the tentacular
arms some 30 feet, MacGinitie estimated
the one reported by A. E. Verrill to weigh
29} tons. The eyes of the giant squid are
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ovals six inches by nine inches, Its parrot-
like beak has jaws five inches long.

Recently, a special expedition to the
Humboldt Current off South American
shores managed to land with rod and reel
some of these giant squid somewhat small-
er than 'the ones mentioned above. They
were nine feet long and weighed more than
100 pounds. Their horny beaks snapped
in two piano-wire leaders used as tackle.

The Cuttlefish

The common sepia or cuttlefish is sought
for its rich-brown inky fluid, the India ink,
or sepia, familiar to artists. Walking on
the ocean bottom with its two long tenta-
cles reaching out leaves the cuttlefish with
an appearance of a double-trunk elephant.

- Far below the surface of the ocean Iumi-

nescent organs glearn and glimmer through
the black silent waters. These lights will
change with colors of blue, yellow, green,
and-red. Clouds of light may shoot out
from dimly illuminated organisms; rows of
tiny lighted windows will appear or lights
that will blink on and off like fireflies; oth-
er lights will streak by like shooting stars,
Light organs sprinkled over the body of
the cuttlefish allure tiny victims within
striking distance. Each luminescent organ.
is equipped with lens, iris diaphragm, and
including reflectors are grouped behind the
luminous cells to increase and direct the
rays that pass out through the lens.

Thor Heyerdahl in his book Kon-Tiki
tells of seeing cuttlefish jet thernselves out
of the water and into the air like flying fish,
“sailing along for fifty {o sixty yards,
in two’s and three’s,”’ before plunging back
into the sea again. The cuttlefish, nature’s
rocket flying submarine, is nove! even to

~zoologists!

Incredible as it seems the octopus, the
squid, the argonaut and the cuttlefish
belong to the same animal phylum as the
lowly snatl and clam.
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Meet the

By “Awoke!" corrssponden! in South Africo

HIS is no introduction to the United States

of Arperica. BY U.S. A, we mean the
Union of South Africal “ d of sunshine,
skies of blue,” goes the popular song in praise
of the Union of South Africa. This description
is largely true. This year marks the Tercen-
tenary Celebrations of the establishment of
European civilization in Southern Africa, and
an excellent year for tourists.

¢ Imagine that you are a tourist approach-
ing the shores of the Union for the first time.
It is at the Cape of Good Hope where you
are preparing to disembark. Having risen
early in order to miss nothing, you emerge
on deck to be greeted by a truly splendid
picture. Cradled at the foot of Table moun-
tain is the city of Cape Town, framed in a
natural semicircular amphitheater formed by
the mountainous backdrop.

¢ Having disembarked, the American visitor
will especially be intrigued at the number of
latemodel American cars in evidence with
white side-wall tires and the latest gadgets.
Cape Town is a very medern city with a fine
harbor, having a climate similar to that of
“the Mediterranean or the California coast.
The two official languages of the country are
English and Afrikaans.

¢ Today the Union of South Africa has a
demdcratic system of government, elections
being held every flve years. The white popu-
tation of South Africa numbecrs 2% million,
of whom forty per cent are chiefly English-
speaking and sixty Der cent predominantly
Afrikaans-speaking. The majority of white
gouth Africans are bilingual, to a greater or
lesger degree, Apart from the Europeans
{(whites of European descent), natives and
coloreds there are also 358,000 Asiaties or In-
dians, who were imported at various stages
for cheap labor.

¢ South Africans are Vvery race-conscious,
and those who do hot observe the color bar
are regarded as Communists. Politics is large-
ly racial; segregation is enforced by law; and
marriage between a white person and colared
or native is illegal.

¢ In size, South Africa, including South-West
Africa, is slightly more than a quarier of that
of the United States, although its popula-
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tion Is only one-thirteenth that of America.
Nevertheless, the tourist soon realizes that
Waestern clvillzatlon {s dominant here, there
being no less than eight universitles which are
attended almost exclusively by Europeans and
a sprinkling of the other races. In addition to
turning out its own doctors, lawyers and engl-
neers, South Africa has its libraries, its art
galleries and archives. There are a number of
modern cities, the largest being the golden
city of Johannesburg with its flashing neon
signs, its theaters and its glittering night life.
It is the “Hollywood" and “Broadway” of
South Africa. The Union has very rich dia-
mond, coal and iron deposits. Roads connect
ing principal cities are good, and labor is
cheap. .
«¢ When we think of Africa we usually think
of wild animals, but most of the big game in
South Africa is conflned to reserves, chief of
which is the Kruger National Park.

(. The white_ housewife of South Africa is
in some respects more fortunate than her
American sister, because celored servants are
obtainable at an average of about £5 ($14)
per month in the citles, and even less in the
country areas. Washing machines, vacuum
cleaners, tiled bathrooms, and apartment
houses are probably as commonplace here as
they are in Amerlca, but as yet South Africa
hak no television! One thing is certain-—the
blondes, brunettes and redheads of South
Africa are every whit as stylish and pretty as
the girls of the United States!

¢ As one travels the Jength and breadth of
the Union’s 500,000 squaTe miles much that is
intriguing, much that is awesome, much that
is beautiful, and, alas! much that is distress-
ing will be seen, Poverty, disease and death
take their toll in this land as in all other
lands. Racial hatred, disgension and strife
abound, and these things sour the disposition
and outlook of the people. Hate in turn breeds
fear, and the people of South Africa are in
distress and perplxity, not knowing which
way to turm. :

« To the 'sighing and crying’ the good news
of the Kingdom is being preached. Like their
fellow Christians throughout the earth these
take hold of the message and join in the an-

nouncing of the incoming new wqrld as man-
kind’s only hope.
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Nostradamus.

~Gifted Prophet or Blind Guide?

URING the grip of the Christmas sea-

son of the year 1503 Michael (Michel)
Nostradamus was born in the little town
of San Rémy of the French district of
Provence. The name of Nostradamus is at
once linked with hundreds of prophecies
written in the sixteenth century.

. In that day prophets had to be cautious.
The populace was seized by the witcheraft
mania and offenders were burned at the
drop of a broomstick. In his biographical
work Nostradamius—The Man Who Saw
Through Time Lee McCann indicates that
Nosfradamus was induced to make his
work public, on the assurance that his own

Catholic Church would support him: “The
Church was ever the friend of this prophet;
he stood on firm ground with its heads.
Although the cry of sorcery was raised
madly against him, the Inquisition took no
notice of it, and his first Almanachs were
dedicated to the pope.”

Among Nostradamus’ patrons were
King Henry II of France, Catherine de’
Medici and Mary Queen of Scots, whose

fates he supposedly read. Much farther

ahead, his verses describe a strong German
nation making aggressive war on France,
intermittent peace and war, leagues and
unrest. With a rush medern enthusiasts
have excitedly chattered about certain ful-
fillment here in this century’s two world
wars, League of Nations and U. N,

Reason to Question Authehticity

But such ronclusions prove hasty. They
are based only on one-sided arguments de-
signed to tickle the ears of Bible critics.
Nostradamus’ supposedly prophetic works
were in wverse quatrains of mystically
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phrased rid-

dles: They are

known by their

title, the Cen- °

furies His

French, to

quote MeClin-

tock and .

Strong’s Cyclopedia, was “rough, rude,
uninteiligible, and incorrigibie”. As the
author hoped, his confused garble has
helped keep his works alive, arresting the
eyes of the credulous peneration after
generation. However, the gbove author-
ity likewise observes that such construc-
tiop invited “bold forgeries or violent
adaptations to new occurrences”. Similar-
ly, the Cyclopeedia says of many alleged
prophetic works clainied for Nostradamus
but never found that they *afforded a

. tempting and plausible foundation for the

forgery of later prognostications, and their
attribution to Nostradamus®”. Two collec-
tions published after the seer’s death are
flatly rejected as almost certainly spurieus
and the authority of even the well-known
forecasts is highly questioned,

'T'ypical is the alleged prediction Nostra-
damus made of his own death. Opposite his
calendar date for June 30, 1566, he is as-
serted to have written, “death about this
time.” (He died on July 2.) But he was a
student of astrology and, of course, fa-
miliar with the superstitious forecasts for
the various days. The Cyclopeedia notes
that the forecast of Joannes Lydus for
June 30, 1566, was, “If it thunder death
will shortly abound,” and suggests Nostra-
damus’ entry (if indeed it was his entry)
was but a modification of that oracle. In
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sutimary MeClintock and Strong’s Cyclo-
peedic declares: “The collection is & treas-
ury of unmeaning nongense; the vaticina-
tions are words, words, words, of doubtful
manufacture and more dublous meaning,
which scarcely even rattle as they fall.”

Thus the hand of Nostradamus probably
did not write all that the name now claims.
Truthfully, the interpreters have been more
ingenious than the prophet. Apologists
seeking to rebuild Nostradamus’ prestige
in recent years have been sorely pressed
by such demolishing evidence. McCann con-
cedes that interpretations of the quatrains
are “tricky and dualistic”. Henry C.
Roberts, outstanding modemn Nostradamus
authority and promoter, feebly argues that
the incoherent style is a sure sign of proph-
ecy. This sounds like some of today’s “brain
age” logic that argues for belief of any-
thing too involved to understand. Yet in
his own interpretations of the work,
Roberts frankly admits exactly what the
Cyclopcedia foretold, that he had taken a
new slant “in the light of recent events,
taking a8 much as possible the same posi-
tion as if Nostradamus were alive today—
speaking with both our voices”. [Italics
ours] In other words, adding his current
voice to fil in what Nostradamus’
sixteenth-century voice could not supply.
Apparently, then, it is a case of making
Mr. Roberts as much the prophet as Nos-
tradamus!

Inspired?~—by God or the Deuvil?
Nostradamus claimed divine revelation.
‘This pleases those who believe in God but
think that he uses other sources than the
Bible to direct mankind. Such ones snatch
the relative handful of Nostradamus’ pre-
dictions that have any faint claim to ac-
curacy out of the hundreds he wrote. Even
with these, coincidence and clever inter-
pretation do their bit. Also, the oracle fired
in so many directions that he was bound
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to score sometime. Still they tenaciously
cling to these few shreds. Such zealots
must remember that the mere presence of
some truth in prophetic writings does not
stamp them as.from Gogd. Note the case of
the servant girl mentioned in the book of
Acts whose powers of divination were sup-
plied by a demon. ¥For several days she
followed the apostle Paul and his compan-
ions, even c¢rying out- by means of this
power: “These men are slaves of the Most
High God, who are publishing to you the
way of salvation.” But certainly the de-
mons were not interested in anyone’s sal-
vation, and this incessant unintelligent
prating got on Paul’s nerves and he made
the girl shut up, ordering the demon out
of her. The following verses reveal that
this deprived her of her supermatural pow-
ers.—Acts 16:16-19.

Nostradamus’ supporters are touchy on
the point of calling him an astrologer, but
more impartial sources freely do so. He
certainly studied astrology, as virtually
everyone did in his day, and he repeatedly
linked the signs of the zodiac with his fore-
casts. In the dedicatory letter to his son at
the head of the first editlon of his prophe-
cies, the seer wrote his intention to “leave
a memorial of me after my death, to the
common benefit of mankind, concerning
the things which the Divine Essence hath
revealed to me by astronomical revolu-
tions™. [Italics ours| '

Should not a prophet of God obey the
Word of God? Uniike Nostradamus’ quat-
rains, God's Word is not at all hazy on
the -matter of stargazing. He warned his
servants against it. And to astrology-
practicing ancient Babylon he said chiding-
ly: “Let now the astrologers, the star-
gazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand
up, and save thee from these things that
shall come upon thee,” An American
Translation reads: “Those who map out
the heavens, and gaze at the stars, and
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By “Awake!" corraspondent In the Nstherlonds
'« [OR quaintness, the Netherlands takes
the cake,” sald an Americah, Seen from
the air, much of the Netherlands appears as
a great sheet of delicate green lace with cities
and villapes like crocheted designs in a gossa-
mer fabric of rivers, fields and canals. This
is the lahd that hard-working hands of many
generatlons rescued from the rivers and sea.
Once & worthless marsh, today it is giving
subsistence to ane of the most thickly popu-
lated countrles in Europe, the Netherlands.
. The Dutchman’s fght against the rivers,
l&kes, and the sea dates back to early history.
The windmill joined the struggle in the fif-
teenth century, and the Haarlemermeer and
Zuider Zee projects of today are a sample of
Dutch determination and integrity.
-, This {s the iand of baggy pants and wood-
en shoes. The harbor eity of Volendam is now
supplanted by the tourist industry, Traditlons
and customs of bygone days are maintained to
attract the unwary eye of the traveler. As a
tourist, you must be photographed in a Dutch
costume. First you step into a pair of trou-
sers made of heavy black material. Next 4 bib
is put around your neck, then a step-in jacket,
necktie, and bhlack fur cap. Last you squeeze
your feet into a pair of wooden shoes. Now for
the smile and picture.

- Ome might think Volendam was a page
uut of the old family album, but the people
who really boast of antiquity and tradition
are those of Marken island. The dress of the
people is much more colorful. The houses of
Marken, some dating as far back as the six-
teenth century, are made of Iurnber and built
mostly on stilts. A typical house is about
12 x 20 feet, containing an attic, and with the
klichen at the far end of the house. The main
room serves as bedroom, dining
room and living room, with a small
entrance and a little storage room.
Sometimes perhaps fourieen chil-
dren wlill be reared in a house like
this.

- The orthodox Protestant inhabi-
tants‘claim to have hever married
off this i=land in the past 900 years.
The inhabltantz are divided into
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seven family groups, and marriage is gov-
ermed according to these groups. Fair lady
may not marry untilf she has proved her skill
at making a fine gown, while the young beau
may not ask for her hand until he can carve
an artful pair of wooden shoes.

The Netherlands alse represents some of
t'i-le richest fruit- and vegetable-growing land
in the world. Many potatoes, sugar beets and
other crops are raised. On the very special
type of soil the famous tulips and other flow-
ering bulbs are grown. None forget the taste
of the famous Edam cheese, nor the famous
cheese market held in Alkmaar every Friday.
‘.. The Dutch are industrious. Diamond cut-
ting, shipbuilding, textiles, chemical produets,
and good-gquality beer and gin are a part of
the Netherlands. It takes a thrifty 10 million
people to be able to live on 12,000 square
mites, which if neglected would in but a few
years be nothing but a useless marshland.

- On the political side things go on without
any drastic irregularities, The calm, sober,
think-it-over-well-first Dutch are not very
likely to make headlines with a Thailand-style
coup d’'etat or a Panamanian election uprising.
*+. Their economic problems are far greater.
The war and its aftermath have been griev-
ously felt. Nearly 200,000 Dutch citizens died
during the flve years of Nazi occupation.
Among the greatest losses was the flooding
of some of the richest growing lands in the
country. Millions of cubic feet of destructive
salt water was let loose on Walcheren island,
sometimes called the Garden of Holland, and
all plant life affected by the water died. The
Nazi bomhbing of Rotterdam was the scene of
another tragedy. And now the current war
scare 1s drawing heavily on the Dutch budget.

Even though the Dutchmen love the land
which they have rescued from the
rivers and sea, many now realize
that both thé land and its people
need the kingdom of God. However,
this quaint land among the tulips
and dikes may well provide a model
for us, showing us what a properly
tended paradise earth will be Nke
under the reign of Christ the King.
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HAT is the first thing

vou think of when
someone mentions rubber
to you? “Why, it stretches.
It's elastic.” Yes, that is the
reaction that most of us
have, and rightly so, being just an average
user of rubber. From childhocod we encoun-
ter this subtle substance in many forms, but
the one shape we delight in most is a sim-
ple round rubber ball. It did not make so
much difference what size it was; rather,
our enchantment came from the fact that
we could kick, knock, beat, bat, and gener-
ally abuse it in almost any way, and to our
merriment it was none the worse for the
ordeal. Who is the boy who never had his
rubber-band-powered ‘jets’ cruising
through the air? Or who is the gir]l who
failed to swoon at the soft flesh-colored
rubber body of her baby doll?

But how many of the older generation
are famjliar with-the forms of rubber
more brittle than glass, harder than steel,
softer than feathers, lighter than cotton,
or stickier than hot chewing gum, just to
name a few? It is all of these and many
more qualities that go to
make up the extensible
prodigy of rubber.

Contrary to the premise
most of us have, rubber is
not very elastic, and far
from “perfectly elastic”, as
many are prone to exclaim.
As a matter of fact, crude
rubber possesses almost no
elasticity at all. Writing on
the subject of elasticity and
rubber, N. Henry Black, as-
sistant professor of physics
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at Harvard University,
says: “The word elastic
naturally suggests bands
or cords of rubber, which
may he stretched easily
but which never recover
their original size when the stress is re-
moved.” He then shows that elasticity ap-
plies to a substance’ returning to the exact
original size after stretching, and, conse-
quently, rubber is not extremely elastic.
(Only gaseous matter is perfectly elastic.)
If a measured length is well stretched and
remeasured, it will be found to be longer
than it was originally. “High-tempered
steel,” continues Mr. Black, “and spring
brass are much more nearly elastic than
rubber.”” These will stretch or bend and re-
turn to their origmal size. But only rubber
can be stretched so0 enormously and return
to nearly its original size. Glass will shat-
ter, steel will .bend, and brass will break.
Rubber just stretches, and stretches, and
stretches.

But did you ever stop to ponder just
what rubber is? How does it become the
band to spint the model airplane’s propeller
or the snuggling baby doll? Actually, rub-

world. In its crude or natural state it can
be found as a milky-
white liquid in certain
goldenrods and dande-
lions, and, even more
familiarly, in the tacky
white secretion from a
milkweed. Although
common to us, these
are not the sources of
large-scale rubber har-
vests, which supplied
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the world with over 1,977,000 tons of rub-
ber in 1950, but rather these come from a
tropical tree, Hevea brasiliensis. The In-
dians of South America discovered that
this milklike, rubber-containing later
could be obtained by cutting inte the bark
of the Hevea and draining off the ligyid,
in much the same way that we tap 2 maple
tree for sugar sap.

They learned, too, that by a coating
process they could build up into a ball a
mass of caoutchouc, meaning, in Indian
dislect, “weeping wood.” According to an
‘old Spanish history, which may be as much
legend as history, Columbus found the na-
tives playing with such balls as early as
1500. Reliable history reports that Cortes,
in 1536, observed a game of soccer-
‘basketball played in a walled court with a
batos or ball made of caoutchouc. Then,
too, they hollowed out smaller balls for
use at the various festivals of the tribe. A
grnall hole was made in one end of the hol-
low sphere, the interior fllled with water,
and some celebrating victim received a dis-
charge from perhaps the most elementary
squirt gun. Cortes brought back stories of
“shoes” that the natives were wearing.
Dipping their feet repeatedly into a vat or
kettle of gum, they built up a coating of
tough, almost leathery crape on their feet,
thus protecting them from rocks and sticks.

The production of rubber has been in-
creéasing in recent years by the aid of
scientific culture. Whereas a few years in
the past the average yield was 400 to 500
pounds per acre (or 70 to 125 trees), it
ig now upward of 1,000 to 1,500 pounds per
acre, and the average plantation worker
covers five to seven acres or 500 trees &
day.

Early Uses of Rubber

The first and earliest practical use of
this new material brought its name. It
seems that toward the latter part of the
éighteenth century an industrious young
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scientiat, Joseph Prlestly, the discoverer
of oxygen, began to tinker with the ma-
terial and entirely by chance he discovered
that the material would erase or “rub” out
pencil marks better than any of the erumbs
or other substances that were in use at
his time, Apportioning smal] pieces to his
friends for this purpose, he called them
“rubbers”. The name caught on as, doubt-
lessly, somewhat scientific.

Paralleling this discovery was the appli-
cation of Charles Macintosh-—rubber was
absolutely waterproof. In 1823 in Glasgow,
Scotland, he began manufacturing a fabric
which he made by coating two pieces .of
cloth with the rubber solution and pressing
the sticky sides together. Adding a “k" to
his name, these became known as “mackin-
tosh’ coats, and grew In popularity. How-
ever, there was one great drawback to alt
rubber and rubber products at this early
date, In winter, the “mackintosh-clad” man
wolld come in from freezing termnperatures
on the outside and his coat was so stiif and
brittle that, after emerging from it, it
could easily be left standing. But, as the
temperature rose, the coat fell into a
sticky, ‘gooey,’ repulsive-smelling mass,

It was left for another enterprising ex-
perimenter, Charles Goodyear, to make the
discovery that changed the future of rub-
ber and has influenced the life of almost
every inhabitant of the civilized earth
since. It is autheoritatively reputed that
Goodyear was utterly disgusted with a rub-
ber life preserver purchased in 1830 in New
York, and he set out to improve it. Nine
vears later he accidentally made his dis-
covery. It had been found earlier (in 1832
by Ludersdroff) that a mixture of sulphur
and rubber improved its consistency, and
while trylng various combinations he
dropped a sample on a hot stove. When he
notlced it, there was the result he sought,
a tough, resilient, weatherchange-
resistant rubber. This heat treatment has
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since become known as ‘“‘vuleanization”,
after the Roman god Vulean, god of fire
and forge. In recent years .experiments
have shown that the life and wearability
of rubber can be increased, a claimed 30
to 70 per cent, by reducing the vulcaniza-
tion temperature from over 200 degrees
Fahrenheit to 41 degrees Fahrenheit. This
is known as ‘‘cold” rubber.

Multifarious Products

Leaving our picture of the plantation,
let us again look at the ways rubber is
processed, and its little-sung services,
‘duties and products. When Goodyear dis-
cavered his process of vulcanizing he lit-
tle realized the field that was then opening,
nor did he envision the latent ability pos-
sessed by his new “leather”. As progress
was made it was found that the more sul-
phur was added, the harder the product,
called “vulcanite”, used for fountain pens;
and, conversely, the nearer the mixture
approached the sulphur-deficient point, the
softer and more pliable it became, as foam
and spun rubber. Why was this so?

Late knowledge of molecular structure,
made possible by the electron microscope
and X-ray analysis, shows that crude rub-
ber is just like a box of toothpicks that
have been poured on the table. There is
nothing solid in a heap of splinters, and
likewise in a mass of crude rubber mole-
cules. But what happens when the ends
of the to0thpicks are glued together? That
is exactly what happens with rubber vul-
canization. The atoms of sulphur seem to
“hook’ or aggregaie the ends of the rub-
ber molecules together.

Fultont’s steamboat was able to make
many more Knots per hour by the use of
vulcanized rubber gaskets, able to with-
stand temperatures almost twice that of
boiling water. And almost every sea cap-
tain knows about the one rubber bearing
in his ship that outwears steel 15 to 1.
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This bearing, called a cutless bearing,
guards the propeller shaft from dirt and
sand, which would soon devour steel, by
actually expelling the forelgn materials.
The ancient mariner and his albatross
would turn over in their graves to see the
way modern fishing schooners are being
unloaded. In the stead of laborious shovel-
ing, fish are whizzed through a special
rubber hose at the rate of a tont a minute.
Special concrete-mixing hoses have been
developed. Crushed rock and cement are
forced through these hoses at high speed
and pressure, and water is added by a
second hose and out ¢comes concrete. It
literally ‘squirts’ concrete.

It is true. We coulld continue telling of
the marvels of this matter endlessly. We
could tell of rubber with millions of air
pockets to add comfort to seat cushions:
or tell of the self-sealing automobile tires
that lost only 27/100 of one pound pres-
sure after almost 2,000 punctures by rail-
road spikes; or lead-filled rubber gloves
that proteet our doctors from harmful
X rays; or gloves that protect electric line-
men for handling 6,000 volts safely; or the
rubber rollers that pick out bad peas and
beans in canneries; or hundreds of other
uses.

Yes, there are mahy more uses of this
miracle of matter. Man has only scratched
the surface to bring up all of the possible
uses he can, but too often the result is a
product of war and destruction. Since Sa-
tan’s ousting from heaven by the enthroned
King, Christ Jesus, in 1914, the whole bent
of man’s mind has been evil continually,
Yet, Jehovah, who created these wondrous
materials, has promised to usher in a new
system of things glorious beyond our com-
prehension. In the new world now so near
at hand peace and serenity will reign in
complete control as Jehovah rewards his
servants with everlasting life in a perfect
and prodigious paradise earth.
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“The End of the World”—When?

E and again men have predicted the

end of the world, Perhaps the most
notable instance was that during the Dark
Ages when it was predicted that the world
would end A.D. 1000, on March 25, and
men throughout Europe left their commer-

cial pursuits and took refuge in monaster- -

jes. So widespread and firm was this belief
that a famine resulted, because farmers
saw no need of planting crops.

Only three years ago an end-nf-the-
world scare swept through Germany. The
Leicester (England) Mercury, of March 17,
1649, under the dateline “Frankfurt,
Thursday’’, had the following to say re-
garding it: “ ‘End of World’ Rumors Cause
German Terror. Many jittery Germans
were waiting for the world to end today.
From the Black Forest in the south to the
Czech-Bavarian border on the east, and
in the north to Kiel on the North sea, a
wave of terror has swept Western Ger-
many since a Munich astrologer forecast
that Mars would hit the sun today and end

the world.” Some Germans rushed to shops

to use up their ration coupons, others
sought to drown their fears with liquor,
and still others crowded the churches.

A prediction for the world’s end, one yet
future, is that being made by the Zoomites
of Rockport, Massachusetts, According o
the Scranton, Pennsylvania, Times,
April 12, 1950, these predict that the end
of the world will come on April 7, 1954.

All such predictions show a wnefu] lack
of understanding of what the Bible has to
say on the subject. How so? Because, while
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the expression “the end of the world” does
occur in some versions of the Bible, that
Book also assures us that the earth abides
forever and that God created it not in vain
but to be inhabited. (Ecclesiastes 1:4;
Isaiah 45:18) What will end is not the uni-
verse nor the earth, but what has been bet:
ter translated a “system of things”. “Just
as the weeds are collected and burned with
fire, so it will be in the consummation of
the system of things [end of the world,
King James Version}l.”—Matthew 13:40,
New World Trans.

When will Jehovah (%od make an end to
this present evil world or system of things?
Is there any way of knowing? Yes, there is.
We find the answer in Jesus' reply to the
question of his apostles: *“Tell us, When
will these things be, and what will be the
sipn of your presence and of the consum-
mation of the system of things?” Jesus did
not tell the exact day and hour but he did
indicate how we could know that this
world’s consummation or drawing to a
close was at hand. Note his words:

“Look out that nobody misleads you;

. You are going to hear of wars and re-
ports of wars; see that you are not terri-
fied. For these things must take place, but
the accomplished end is not yet.” “Nation
will rise against nation, and Kingdom
against kingdom, and there will be great
earthquakes and in one place after another
pestilences and food shortages.” “Then
people will deliver you up to tribulation
and will kill you, and you will be hated by
all the nations on account of my name,
Then, also, many will be stumbled and will
betray one another and will hate one an-
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other, And many false prophets will arise
and mislead many; and because of the in-
creasing of lawlessness the love of the
greater number will cool off. But hq that
has endured to the finish is the one that
will be saved. And this good news of the
kingdom will be preached in all the inhab-
ited earth for the purpose of a witness to
all the nations, and then the accomplished
“end will come. . . . Truly I say to you that
this generation will by no means pass away
until all these things occur.”—Matthew
24: Luke 21, New World Trans.

Since when have Jesus’ words had ful-
fillment? Has it not been since 1914 ? Since
that yvear have we not seen two great world
wars, the first seven times as great as all
the 901 major wars of the 2,400 years pre-
vious, and the second almost four times as
costly In lives and property as the first?
“And since 1914 have not more earthquakes
been reported than ever previously? have
we not seen more food shortages and fam-
ine? more and greater diseases and pesti-
lences? And since then has there not been
increased persecution of Christ’s followers,
and have we not seen the increase of wick-
edness and the love of the greater number
professing to be Christians cooling off?

Since that date has there not also been
a striking fulfillment of the prophecy rela-
tive to the preaching of the good news of
the Kingdom? Has not this preaching cam-
paign kept on increasing till now it is being
carried on in some 100 languages and in
some 120 countries and isles of the seas,
and that by hundreds of thousands of
Christian ministers, Jehovah’s witnesses?
Surely the answer to all of these questions
must be an unequivocal agnd emphatic Yes!

The consummation of this system of
things or its drawing to a close therefore
did begin in 1914. And it will continue un-
til God’s time for the “accomplished end”
comes, How long will that be? We cannot
dogmatically state in terms of so many

MARCH 2, 1952

years, but note Jesus' words: “This genera-
tion will by no means pass away until all
these things occur.,” That puts it within the
lifetime oOf the present generation.

But some may mock, saylng: This pre-
diction is no different from the rest. But
it ig different. Could those making predic-
tions in times past point to the fulfillmernit
of so many prophecies at one and the same
period of time? Did they see more war in
35 years than in the 2,400 years previous?
Did they see more widespread earth-
quakes, food shortages and pestilences
than ever hefore? Did they see such perse-
cution and abounding of iniquity as we do
now? Has there ever been such a world--
wide witness given to God’s kingdom as
in our day? Absolutely not! Further note
that the prophets and apostles as well as
Christ Jesus foretold many other events
which we see coming to pass in our day,
making the proof still stronger that we
are living in the ‘consummation of this sys-
tem of thing%'. It would be unreasonable
to expect a still more marked fulfillment of
their words at some future date.—Isaiah
6; Jeremiah 16; Daniel 11 and 12; 2 Timo-
thy 3:1-3. :

S0, if we long to see the end of the pres-
ent unjust and wicked conditions and the
complete triumph of righteousness: if we
have faith in God and in his Word, the Bi-
ble; if we have love in our hearts for God
and our fellow man, then we will not be
unduly skeptical or eritical regarding the
array of facts indicating that Bible proph-
ecy is being fulfilled. Rather we will hon-
estly and humbly examine the evidences
presented in the light of reason and the
Scriptures.

And once having proved to ourselves
that these things are indeed =0, then let us
act upon this knowledge. Let us use good
judgment by separating ourselves from
this doomed wicked system of things and
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Reeing to God’s kingdom. Jehovah's wit-

niesses count it a privilege to help all such

to do that very thing.—Matthew 24:15-22;
Revelation 18:4.

From General Hershey-to Dvaft Boards

MPORTANCE of operating the Selective
:[Service System by draft boards 50 as t0
preserve freedom of worship and avoid the
destruction of human rights was the theme
of a special message from General Hershey
to the draft boards. Selective Service, the
monthly bulletin issued at national head-
quarters of the Selective Service, published
the message in Washington and distributed
it to Selective Service employees through-
out the United States, in December, 1951,
The title of General Hershey's national
message was “Tolerance Is Faith in Hu-
man Rights”. He said:

“The Christmas Season is an appropriate
time for the members of the Selective Serv-
ice System to review their relationship to
the problems of religion in a republic. The
administration of the Universal Military
Training and Service Act of 1951, and the
Act’which preceded it, has placed impor-
tant responsibilities on the Selective Serv-
ice System which affect the exercise of the
right to freedom of worship. _

~“The impact of the Selective Service
System an freedom of religion occurs. in
two areas. First, the education and the
identification of the members of the min-
istry; and secondly, in the determination
of those reglstrants who seek classification
as conscientious objectors because they
either object to bearing of arms or to sery-
ice of any kind in the Armed Forces.

“The basic difficulty lies in the absente.

of any accepted methods by which the be-
liefs and the sincerity of registrants may
be tested. The attempt to judge these at-
tributes by what the registrants have done
or have said permits a large area of error.
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Observation of a registrant is far from con-
stant and witnesses are other human be-
ings. These witnesses, moreover, are often
prejudiced in favor, if friendly, and con-
trariwise, if unfriendly. Their membership
in a more standardized religious organiza-
tion often adds, rather than detracts, from
the exercise of tolerance to bring unusual
methods in the exercise of the right to
worship. |
“The great varieties of ways by which
men undertake their ministry are often not
understood, or even accepted, by those who
require other forms of entrance into the
ministry. There are many methods used in
the practice by those who attempt to teach
and to preach their beliefs. There may or
may not be an economic relationship be-
tween the minister and those to whom he
would give religious guidance, The yard-
sticks to measure his vocation ag a minis- -
ter are not universally accepted.

“There are dangers inherent in the elu-
siveness of the answers the Selective Servy-
ive System must find in identifying and.
properly classifying ministers of religion.
It is neither ‘fair’ nor ‘just’ to permit regis-
trants to escape their obligations for serv-
ice in the Arined Forces by a false claim of
a ministerial status.

“Freedom of religion, on the other hand,
receives only lip service when we insist on
‘our’ concept of what a minister should be,
both in his preparation and in his ministra-
tion. It may well be that our hard decision
will depend on whether we determine he
works for hire, that he may eat to insure
his dedication to his life's calling, or
whether his is a pastime which seems now
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convenient to use as a substitute for other
obligations.

“The degree of our devotion to the per-
petuation of freedom of religion will be
measured by our ability to retain objec-
tivity in recognizing sincerity, devotion,
and dedicatlon in those who are poles apart
from us in their manner of practlce of the
forms of religion.

“The problem of the divinity student is
not dissimilar to that of the minister,
Again our laws, our regulations, and our
concepts all tend to favor those forms of
religions longer and better established in
the public mind. The methods used to iden-
tify positively divinity students create a
condition that makes their classification
easier, Yet, as in the case of the ministers,
the denial of opportunities to train minis-
ters in any particular creed means that
freedom of religion suffers.

“The conscientious objector provides a
test of our willingness to implement our be-
lief in freedom of religion. It 1s a difficult
test because it permits registrants to
escape service that is required of others—
‘not because their efforts are needed in
their present places, but rather that they
cannot in individual conscience perform
the service which the group from which
they derive their privileges requires of
other citizens and that constitutes the sole
exception in the Universal Military Train-
ing and Service Act to the general principle
that the interest of the Nation is para-
mount and that the registrant will serve
where he is needed, whether it be within or
without the Armed Forces.

“Becguse it is an exception, it is impor-
tant far beyond the few thousands invplved
numericailly. It is a recognition of respect
for sincerity in religious belief, even though
that belief prevents the regisirant from
assisting in insuring the Nation’s survival.
It can never be extended generally, a na-
tion can afford only a few, It is an indica-
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tior of a nation's strength and its confi-
dence In itself and its own greatness that
it permits, for the sake of the individual
conscience, behaviour which is destructive
to its own survival.

“The Nation has yielded its primary
claim for survival from the services of the
individual registrant because of its desire
to permit freedom of religion under the
widest latitude. The Selective Service Sys-
tem is bound to administer the law with
this fact ever in mind. On the other hand,
we are bound to search diligentily for in-
dication of sincerity, devotion to belief, and
dedication to purpose. Particularly, it is.
necessary, though extremely difficult, to
separate man’s relationship to beings with-
out his sphere from those of relationship
within his sphere.

“The law does not recognize the opposi-
tion in conscience that follows philosoph-
ical, political, social, or economic belief.
Those are relationships between men, and
regardless of validity, they are entitied to
no consideration. They are relationships
that extend horizontzlly. They must extend
vertically to be entitled to consideration by
the Selective Service System.

“The hard task of the Selective Senuce
System is to separate those who, because
of their relationship with forces beyond
the human sphere, cannot conscientiously
bear arms or even join organizations of the
Armed Forces. These registrants must
have the privilege the law provides, no
matter how completely we reject individu-
ally these beliefs. Any other treatment
jeopardizes religious freedom.

“If any religious group loses freedom
today by governmental interference, di-
rectly or indirectly, the religious freedom
of any group will not be safe for tomorrow.
It is also true that any masquerading of
political, social, economic, or philosophical
views as religious beliefs will, if successful,
in the end bring an end to respect for the
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right to worship in accordance with the
dictates of conseience.

“With every care let us determine what
is and what is not religion, seeking the es-
sence rather than the form. When we have
found religion, let us respect the right to
exercise it as the conscience coricerned dic-
tates, even though it requires the utmost
in tolerance on the part of those who must
adnfinister affairs that exist only in the
mind and hearts of men.

“These. decisions are the responsibility
of those who make Selective Service work.
You hold in your hands much that is vital
to the exercise of freedom of religion in
the United States. Let us be vigilant to
exclude those who come with knowledge
rather than with faith, but be tolerant to
include those who believe.

“This is my Season’s Greetings to those
who are making Selective Service a real-
ity as local board members and clerks, to
those who ‘supervise and operate in the
State Hea”~arters, and to those who point

the way in the National Headquarters of
the Selective Service System.”

It is hoped that the draft boards will
take the foregoing message to heart and
follow it by recognizing the rights of pio-
neer Jehovah's witnesseg to exemption and
deferment under the Act as ministers of
religion. This should be so in all cases
where the evidence before the boards is un-
disputed that the witness of Jehovah be-
fore the board is pursuing his ministry as
his vocation and that he is not engaged in
it part time as an avocation and incidental-
ly to some secular vocation to which he de-
votes more of his time and gives more im-
portance.

All cases where the ministry is the main
occupation of the registrant, even though
secular work is resorted to for support,
ought to be found by the local board to be
sufficient to exempt one of Jehavah's wit-
nesses and give effect to the theme of
General Hershey's message, “Tolerance Is
Faith in Human Rights.”

Strange Tales of Human Tails

Lovers of the unusual are always ready to keep alive myns i aai. nyths.
The New York Daily News published a short article by Dr. Theodore R. Van Dellen
which recounted seme of the prominent tales about men with “talls”. He opened
wlth a recent case from the British Medical Journal concerning a child born with
an appendage to its spine. Full length, it measured three inches, could be wagped

or flicked about and curled when relaxed, Surgery soon solved the problem. ““Tail”
traditions are plentiful. In some parts of East India, canoes were supposedly con-
structed with holes in the seats to accornmeodate the rowers’ taiis. Some tales have
referred to tails as a curse, but off New Britain’s coast, on the isle of Kall, infants
born without tails were said to be slain by tailed natives for the dual purpose
of encouraging tails and preventing ridicule, Darkest Africa has added its bit
The Niam Niams gained the reputation for smooth, hairy tails from two to ten
inches in length. Dr. Van Dellen offers the observation that if a few individuals
had been found with some manner of tail, the whole tribe could easily acquire
the appendage by the time the story reached civilization. From Gould and Pyle's
“Anomalies and Curiosities of "Medicine” the instance of an eight-year-old Guaya-
cuyan Indian lad with & ten-inch tail was related. But the source for the accoun
is dubious. Dr. Van Dellen concludes with these observations: “But we cannot rely
much upon evidence of this nature, especiaily when it was retold by a group of
ignorant laborers. . . . Most of these structures are continuations of the lower spine.”

28 AL ETES



The Queen: Ellzabeth I

@® Amid the blare of trunpets
and the blaze of medieval
pomp thls formal proclama.
tion announced the accession

of Queen Elizabeth II to the-

throne (2/8); “ ... we there
fore Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral of this realm ... pub-
lish and proclalm the high and
mighty Princess Ellzabeth
Alexandra Mary is now . . .
become Queen Elizabeth II by
the Grace of God, Queen of
this realm and all her other
realms and territories, head of
the Commonwealth, defender
of the Faith to whoin her
lieges do acknowledge all faith
and canstant obedience with
hegrty and humble affectlon;
beseeching God by Whom kings
and queens do reign to bless
the royal Princess Elizabeth I
with long and heppy yeers to
reign over us. God save the
QUEEIL"

Al is now in the queen’s
name, though coronation will
not occur until 1953. (Specula-
tion had put it this suunmer, al-
though that would have made
her the first in 200 years to be
crowned in the year of succes-
sion.} *“The King is dead; long
lHve the Queen,” expresses that
the realm is not even for an
instant without a ruler. Many
adjustmenta were promptly
made (such as the King's
Counselor becoming the
Queen’s Counselor in London's
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High Court during the process
of argulng a case), becduse
everything, even religion, is
run in the sovereign’s name.

Royalty

® The world mourned the
death and burial of King
George VI (buried 2/13). In

"Britain shops and factories

closed, the BBC canceled its
programs, cinemas and thea-
ters called off their shows, In
Rome the Soviet standard atop
the Russian embassy dropped
to half-staff, In British-hating
Egypt King Farouk declared a
14-day period of public mourn-
ing. Far corners of the world
witnessed slmilar acts af re-
spect and worship.

U. N. Talkfest

@& It took 13 weeks and 10,720,
000 words (the equivalent of
about g million lines this size)
for the U, N, General Assem-
bly to hold its Paris seasion,
The accomplishments: estab-

lishing & disarmament com-
mission which is not expected
to work; resolving to ask mem-
ber nations to keep armed
forces ready for use agalnst
aggressors; and setting up a
comrmission to investigate
chances of free German elec-
tions. The session adjourned
(2/5) unti]l September 16, when
it will meet again in New
York., A special session will
convene |f Koreagn peace

comes, or if “other develop-
mehnts in Korea make consider
ation of them desirable™.

Talks and Casualiies

@ Arranging a ceaseflre for
World War I took 5 days; in
the European phase of World
War Il, 2 days; In the Pacific
phase, 4 days. Yet March 15 is
the 277th day since the Korean
truce talks began, and the
Korean war 3 remains a
killlng war. During the 63
months immedtately preceding
the talks U.S. casualties to-
taled 39,961, t0 compare with
25,862 casualties during the -
first 63 months of the talks.
The monthly average casual-
ties since last June s four
fifths as great as the average
during the fArst 12 months of
the Paciic phase of World
War 11, including the attacks
at Pearl Harbor and Bataan.
The truce-talk “lull” is taking
nearly as mahy casualties as
do major battles. :

Who Choose U. 8. Presldents ¢
@ In an election year it is well
to Keep in mind Just how few
people actually choose the
president, Is it the 150,000,000
population? Is it the 48,489,217
who actually voted In the 1548
elections? No; actually, less
than 1,500 choose the presi-
dents. They are those who se-
lect the candidates, The polit-
ical organizations choose flrst.
Their choices will be made
when 1 least 516 men agree
at the Demoeratic convention
and 603 agree at the Repub-
lican convention, From theilr
choices the voters can only ex-
press a preference for one of
the two already selected by the
two major parties.

Two Months—Three Crashes

& When on December 16 a
twin-engined C-46 airliner leav.
jng New York's Newerk air-
port crashed into nearby Eliza-
beth, New Jersey, it claimed 56
lives, the second-largest death
1oll ip American commercial
aviatfon history. Then, just
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over a month later, January 22,
another twinengined plane
crashed into Ellzabeth homes,
killed 7 inhabitants and 23 pas-
sengers. Elizabethans became
- Incensed; but just three weeks
later, February 11, a four
engined DC$6 headed for
Miami had engine trouble leav-
Ing Newark, fell just short of
an Elizabeth orphanage, spread
burning gasoline through an
apartment house and Kkilled 31
passengers. The fleld, one of
America’s busiest and best-
equipped, was cloged down for
Investigatlon,

Famine in Braszll

& The hunger of thousands of
drought-stricken inhabitants
ofchronically poor north-
eastern Brazll has driven them
gsouthward in search of work
and food. Recently, 1,100 a day
were arriving in the booming
industrial state of Sgc Paulo,
where their rapidly increasing
numbers caused serious food,
shelter and health problems.
Efforts to bar them at state
boundaries failed. Throughout
all of Brazll the wheat gupply
is so short that white bread
was banned even in Rio de
Janeiro (2/16}. Conditions were
worse, however, near the
eguator in the state of Ceara,
where violence was threatened
against food shops unless more
relief is provided. Relocation
of these people in better
watered areas Is under study.
The minister of- agriculture
asked for 33 million immedi-
ately to cope with the problem
until more aid can be provided.

Canadian Land Rehahllitation

& Out Iin the prairie provinces
of western Canada a project
to rehabilitate 600,000 acres of
a dust bow] is under way. In
this once fertile land where
bumper crops were produced
farmers were contemptuous of
congervation, but when drought
degcended in the 30's wind-
storms whipped off the topsoil,
and feeble productian plus a
declining population resulied.
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Now plans are under way to
harnesas the mighty Saskatche-
wan river 60 mlley south- of
Saskaloon, Sagkatchewan, Ap-
proved by all political parties,
the plan is expected to get a
favorable report this spring;
and, if s0, construction may

start soon. The 210-foot-high

mile and a half long dam
would back up water 135 miles,
msking one of the largest
lakes in the prairie provinces.
Rebuilding through irrigation
what man lost through lack of
conservation is expected to
change the grain farms to
mixed farming and provide
room for 30,00 new families.

Background on the Baar

¢ A critical trouble spot in
Eurobe todey is the Saar, a
tiny industrial and mining val-
ley no bigger than the metro
politan area of the city of
Philadelphia, but which pro-
duces more coal than any oth-
er Western European area ex.
cept the Ruhr. Located on the
French-German border, the

Saar was a part of Prussia-

and Bavaria prior to 1915. It
was put under League of Na-
tions"control after World
War I, and France got abso-
lute ownership of its coal de-
posits a4 compensation for the
wartime destruction of French
coal mines. The Saarlanders
are largely German, speak
German, and observe German
traditions, In 1935 more than
90 per cent of them chose to
returm to German control,
After World War II France
again succeeded in detaching
the Saar from Germany, and
a S50-year agreement signed
March, 1950, allows France to
control the mines and grants
the Saar local self-rule. Ger-
many could not object then,
but now her importance to
military plans for Western Eu-
rope has increased her bar
gaining power, and once again
the Saar i8 producing seeds of
serious trouble ag Germany
and France press for control of
its rich production.

Tribal Fighting in Iran

4 The governer and three offi-
cials hag their heads chopped
off by flexrce mountain tribes-
men Who protested the local
electlon machinery in eastern
Iran {2/9}, They virtually
started a tribal war between
followers of two chieftains
running for office. Clashes fol.
lowed with Knives, clubs and
rocKs in the area around Zabol
and Zahidan. Canflicting re-
ports came from the govern-
ment and the opposition. The
government said only 9 were
killed. Opposition newspapers
clalmed 55 were slain and that
a wave of Jootlng and burning
spread through the town of
Zabol before order was Te-
stored.

Defiant Indian Bandit

@ A 650-man police force and
a 30,000 rupee ($10,000) reward
have not stopped Bhupat, a
fantastic, moustached outlaw
leader in Saurashtra state in
western India. With three or
four Heutenants he swoops
down on defenseless mud vil-
lages, looting the richest hous-
es first and shooting all that
resist (72 had been killed by
2/18). As he leaves, a deflant
note, written on blue paper,
sometimes even enciosing a
snapshot, is flung on the
ground before the terrified vil-
lagers, with the commandg,
“Give that to the police when
they come.” Many legends,
some With religicus flavor,
have grown up about him, and
songs have sprung up about
his deeds, although only rob-
bery and murder have been at-

. tributed to him. Formerly a

police officer earming 7 rupees
($1.41}) a month, this Hindu
turned outlaw afier he was de-
nied a pardon for shooting a
Muslim during a religious oyt-
break. The pollce claim he is
helped by disgruntled former
rulers who want to undermine
the confidence in the govern-
ment and re-establish their old
power.
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Cligarette Claimas,

Brutal Investigatimh
& Some tme ago the U.R
Federal Trade Commisaion fop-
bade ceTtaln cigarettes to
claim they contmin lesa nioco-
tHne, ald digestion, relieve fi
tigue, or are preferred by men
who know tobacco best, NoWw
Philip Morris’' claims have
come under the ax, Thelr “sci-
antific” evidence that they
were ‘“less irritating” because
their diethylene glycol is bet-
ter than glycerin as a molsten-
ing agent was denied by com-
petitors and glycerin manufac-
turers who produced opposing
evidence. Smoke was blown
against rabbits’ eyelids, which
were then cut off and weighed
to deterpine the amount of
swelling. It was pumped
through dogs' noses. Holes
were cut in rabbits,
pumped into their lungs (some
of them died). Through it all
the FIC stuck to its early find-
ings that the tobacco itself is

smoke .

the major Irritant, and all

cigarettes about equally irrk
tating. They ordered Phillp
Mn}‘rls to cease clalming they
are “less irritating” and that
“uutstandmg nose and throat
gspecialists” recommend them.

Spiritual Trend “Incredible”

@ A Harvard Unjversity an-
nouncement (2/10}, putting its
Anger on 'present conditions,
told of a planned revitalization
of its Divinity School, and said,
“The trend to worldliness dur-
ing our own Jifetime has
brought with it a spiritual
apathy and moral callousness
that would have seemed in-

. credible fifty years ago.”

‘No Happy People'

@ The world is in a difficult
position today. Recently in her
popular New York Times col-
umn {2/4) Anne O'Hare Mc-
Cormick said, “Someone has
sajid that there are no happy
people any more, and the typ-

ical face of Euraope, a compos-
ite face of the crowds in the
streets, in subways and shops,
churches and cinemgas, bears
out the observation.” Some say
religion’s unifying forece will
usher in peace and content-
ment, but India’s Prime Min-
ister Nehru disagrees. He re-
cent]ly said, “Communaliem
[meaning India’s ancisnt ;.nd
narrow religlous practices] is
Indie's, greatest ny. in ihe
north, this communal polson
hps created hatved between
Hindus and Sﬂﬁha In the south,
it has created'antagonism be-
tween Brahmins and non-
Brahmineg . . . Unless we wipe
out thete communal parties,
India wlil go to pleces.” In
neither India nor Christendom
have worldly religions brought
true happiness. An accurate
knowledge of God's purposes
will, however, showing that
now blessings, peace and hap-
piness will come to earth under

'God's Kingdom rule.

"The Word of God o sHlive”

O STATES the inspired writer in his letter to the Hebrews. Truer

words were never recorded! Powerful, sharper than any two-edged
sword, the Word of God lives forever. Preserved through the centuries,
this source of life-giving knowledge outlasts man-made provisions and prom-
ises, which fade into oblivion, God's Word cuts through lies and errors
of false religlon, strengthens the faint and enlivens the despondent. The
use of an up-to-date translation like the New World Transiation of the
Christian Greek Scriptures heightens the effect. Read it and prove this for
yourself, Its modern speech, along with the advantages of many wonderful
helps provideq in this 800-page volume, will be a real stlmulus to you in
your search for life. Sent, postpaid, for $1.50,
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WATCHTOWER

117 ADAMS 5T,

AROOKLYN !, NY.

I entloa¢ 31.50. Send a copy of the New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scviptures to the following:
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CIENCE and the Bible both indicate the possibility of everlasting

life for man on earth. Science says it is more difficult to explain
why men die than it is to prove that they can potentially live forever.
So science bears out the Bible truth that man was created to live
forever ang not to die,

NFORMATION that is interesting, factual and Secriptural is found in the
320-page book “This Means Everlasting Life”, giving the reader a full op-
portunity of learming the truth on this absorbing subject and proving it is the
purpose of the Creator to provide unending life in perfection for all obedient
mankind. Related information of the most vital importance is presented for men
and women, parents and children, young and old, answering numerous gues-
tions in an authoritative way. Read the book “This Means Everlasting Life”
and learn how you, toco, may enjoy the peace and contentment, the hope and
joy, of knowing the actual truth. Obtain your own copy by sending in your or-
der with remittance to the address helow, and it will be sent to you postpaid

at once.
e ™ e ™ ™ T
WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS 5T. BROOQOKLYN 1, N.Y.
Please send #ne a copy of the book “This Meanz Everlasting Life',
I have enciosed a contribution aof 30c to help defray cost of printing.
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