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Modern Inquisition:

The Loyalty Campaigen

Ostensible Concern for Security
Sabotages Liberties

HE men who formed the United States

had a keen appreciation of liberty.
“Give me liberty, or give me death!” is the
way they felt about it. And to make sure
that their liberty would be preserved they
insisted upon a Bill of Rights. A man
was held to be innocent until proved guilty;
he was not to be deprived of life, liberty or
property without due process of law; and
he was to be confronted with his accusers.

But today a modern inquisition, ostensi-
bly carried on for the purpose of safe-
guarding national security, is fast sabotag-
ing that Bill of Rights. On the one hand
is the ever-widening loyalty legislation, and
on the other a growing smear campaign.

The present loyalty campaign was spear-
headed by President Truman’s Executive
Order No. 9835, issyed March 21, 1947.
This order created the Loyalty Board and
authorized the attorney general to make a
list of subversive organizations. Up until
July 1951, the attorney general had listed
some 110 groups as subversive and the
“FBI had checked on upward of two and a
half million government employees,

- Singe the president issued his Loyalty
Order, state after state has passed loyalty
legisiation. On April 9, 19561, Oklahoma
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passed a loyalty bill which, among other
things, required government employees to
swear that they would take up arms in de-
fense of their country and that for the five
years immediately preceding the taking
of this cath they had not been a meinber
of any group which any authorized public
agency of the United States declared to be
a Communist front or subversive organiza-
tion.——New York Times, March 8, 1951.

On April 30, 1951, the Supreme Court of
the United States ruled that the listing of
subversive organizations by the attormey
general had been made in an arbitrary way
and that the organizations so listed had
been denied proper hearings to prove them-
selves nonsubversive and to test the con-
stitutionality of the government's pro-
gram. Was the House Committee’s list, gix
times as long, any more accurate?

Today loyalty boards are condemning
men not only for their thoughts, which 1s
bad enough, but also for the thoughts of
their friends, relatives and associates.
Among the questions being asked are: “Are
any of your friends Communists?” “Were
your father and mother ever Commu-
nists?” “Have you ever associated with
any employees who, because of their po-
litical tendencies, might be congidered
Communists?”



Nor is the subconscious mind over-
looked: Note this gem: “Don’t you think
that subconsciously you are in favor of
Communism ?” |

One employee’s loyalty was questioned
because his father-in-law, it was claimed,
worked as a typesetter for the Communist
Daily Worker. An investigation revealed
that he was working for the rabidly anti-
communist Jewish Morning Journal and
that he could not even set type in English.

The New York Times, February 5, 1951,

told of the government’s demanding the

resignation from the officer’s reserve of a
World War II veteran who had won the
Air Medal three times, “because he alleged-
ly was seen reading the Daily Worker, a

Communist paper, and because his sister

and father, a pastor of a local church, were
identified with alleged Communist groups
in an election campaign”. Fortunately, an
investigation proved the charges false.

Suppose ther man’s father-in-law had
been working for a Communist paper, that
would not prove the son-in-law a Commu-
nist, would it? Why, it would not even
prove that the father-in-law was one. Con-
ceivably he could be working there with-
out having any Communist sympathies,
could he not? Not all printers engaged in
printing Bibles are Christians, are they?

And suppose that war veteran’s sister
and father had Communist sympathies.
Would that cancel qut his war record and
make him suspect? And reading the Daily
Worker! Is it not possible to read some-
thing without being fully in favor of it?
He may have wanted to examine their
propaganda so as to be the better able to
refute it in his arguments with Commu-
nists or from the public platform.

Nor is there much redress in sight, An
employee who had been discharged on the
basis of anonymous information appealed
her case to the Supreme Court. It ruled
against her on the same day it ruled that
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organizations listed by the attorney gen-
eral as subversive had been denied proper
hearings. Said Justice Jackson in a dis-
sent: “This is the first time this court has
held rights of individuals subordinate and
inferior to those of organized groups. It is
justice turned bottom-side up.”—New York
Times, May 1, 1951.

The absurd extreme to which such a rule
may be carrietl was evidenced in the no-
tice of dismissal one Loyalty Board sent a
government employee to this effect: “Para-
graph 1. You are dismissedl for reasons
which are confidential. Paragraph 2. You
are given five days to answer charges in
paragraph 1.” Could anything be more
ridiculous—and unjust? ~

Tacitly admitting that this Joyalty busi-
ness may have gone too far, President Tru-
man planhed a Commission on Internal
Security and Individual Rights. Members,
however, were not in position to devote all
their time to this work, and so they asked
to be exempted from the federal statute
which would prohibit them from holding
othier positions,

The president urged Congress to provide
for such exemption, but due to the opposi-
tion of powerful Senator McCarran, it
failed to do so, and so after months of wait-
ing the president finally gave up the plan.
Commenting on this fact, the New York
Times, October 28, 1951, stated: It would
take a Geiger counter of more than ordi-
nary delicacy to detect any radiations of
enthusiasm for the basic freedoms or pas-
sion for fair pldy in any committee room
dominated by Pat A. MeCarran,”

Well did a Washington Post editorial
writer summarize the situation in his book
Loyalty vs. Freedom: “The most shocking
aspect of the whole business is that we
have accepted these curtailments of essen-
tial liberty for ourselves with no outery,
with no apparent sense of their Implica-
tions.”

AWAKE!



HE smear campaign of Congressional
1 demagogues presents the other vicious
aspect of the modern inquisition. For
vears now their favorite cry has been
“Red”, “Communist,” “Foreign Espicnage
Agent,” ete. Slander and libel laws restrain
ordinary citizens, but these members of
Congress have a certain privileged immu-
nity because the Constitution declares that
“for any speech or debate in either House
they shall not be questioned in any other
place”.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch of April 9,
1950, after editorializing on the abuse of
this immunity by Senator Joseph R.
McCarthy, continued: ““The history of the
House Un-American Activities Committee
is sordid with unproved smears by associa-
tion and innuendo. Former Representative
Martin Dies of Texas set the pattern as the
original chairman of the committee. Re-
publican Representative John Parnell
Thomas of New Jersey, a later chairman,
carried the technique of character assassi-
nation to its peak——or depth . . . Demo-
cratic Representative John Rankin also
must be included in this history., Next to
preaching white supremacy, his favorite
pastime is the denunciation of even mild
liberals as Communists and fellow travel-
ers [Communist sympathizers].”

And as if there were not enough “in-
vestigating” by the House Un-American
Activities Committee, the FBI, the Federal
Loyalty Review Board, the Subversive Ac-
tivities Control Board, etc., Senator Pat
McCarran had to organize his own sub-
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committee to investigate internal secu-
rity. The way in which his committee vies
with the House Un-American Activities
committee for getting the most sensationai
headlines could be considered a joke were
it not for the great harm done to innocent
men by such political shenanigans.

Representative Martin Dies once named
1,121 subversives. The FBI investigated
and reperted that of the entire number
only two “could even remotely be open to
suspicion”. Representative Thomas as
chairman of the House Un-American Ac-
tivities committee so persecuted those ap-
pearing before him with the “fright tech-
nique” that his hearings were termed “in-
quisitions” by the press.

According to Representative Rankin the
Federa) Fair Efiployment Practices Com-
mission would be “the beginning of a Com-
mumnistic dictatorship the like of which
America never dreamed”. Yet all it did was
to provide that there should be no dis-
crimination in employment. Is a Rankin
qualified to pass on what is American and
what un-American?

But actually the depth of Congressional
demagoguery was not realized until Sena-
tor Joseph R. McCarthy of Wisconsin ap-
peared on the scene, So vile has been his
record that a new word has been coined,
“McCarthyism.” Said a Congressional com-
mittee of his tactics: “We have seen the
technique of the ‘Big Lie¢’, elsewhere em-
ployed by the totalitarian dictators with
devastating success, utilized here for the
first time on a sustained basis in our his-
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tory:” Said another senator before whom
McCarthy appeared as witness: *I have
never seen a more arrogant, or a more
rude, witness.”

McCarthy claimed that there were 57
“card-carrying” Communists in the Sfate
Department; then it was 81, and then over
200. Not one of his charges was based on
any new evidence nor was he able to prove
them. He made an attack on 2 certain
White House speech writer, making much
of the fact that this writer had a relative
who was financially interested in the Com-
munist Daily Worker. The writer, whom
MeCarthy had shrouded with mystery,
came forward with the information that
this relative was an eccentric great-aunt
who had been dead for nine years!

What Are the Motives?

Congressional Committees, ostensibly
out to “investigate”, actually are “out to
smear, condemn and sahotage the legal ac-
tivities of all progressive Americans”,
Prompted by personal or political motives,
they seek to gain the front-page headlines
by calling men Communists. Says Time
magazine. (October 22, 1851): “McCarthy
set up a barrage of new accusations which
caught the headlines, drawing attention
away from the fact that he had not made
" good his original charge. . . . He never an-
swers criticism, just savagely attacks the
critie.”

Giving the lie to their claimed interest in
national security shows the Jength to
which these demagogues will go 10 get evi-
dence to support their attacks. The New
York Times, October 15, 1951, told of a
Swiss judge ordering the deportation of one
Charles E. Davis, an ex-Communist INegro
homosexual, because: ‘“Davis sent from
Geneva on Nov. 4, 1950, in agreement with
Fgrrand [McCarthy’'s Paris agentj, a tele-
gram to Mr, Vincent, with the false signa-
ture of [Emile] Staempfli, one of the mili-

G.

tant Geneva Communists, to make it ap-
pear that the minister had relations in
Switzerland with the Communists, He sent
to Farrand a copy of this telegram which
constitutes a forgery. Davis has received
from McCarthy, through the intermediary
of Farrand, money for this activity.” Yes,
Americans, hang your heads in shame that
it is necessary for a Swiss judge to order
the deportation of an agent of an Ameri-
can senator, for his efforts to frame a state
department official!

Further revealing as to the motives of
these Congressional committees is their
use of witnasses who “freely spill confes-
sions, opinions, and wild guesses; mingle
known facts with barefaced inventions,
and launch unsubstantiated charges, nam-
ing names’. Although one Andrew Roth
had been cleared and the case against him
dropped, one of these informers, E. S. Lar-
sen, testified that he knew that Roth was
a Communist. Why? Because of his *“pres-
ence right now with . . , the Communist
leader of Indo-China”. The facts were {18t
at that very moment Roth was in Western
Europe. '

Time and again Budenz has been called
upon to testify, although his testimony is
almost invariably based on hearsay and
Has repeatedly been proved false. For ex-
ample: In 1950 he refused to identify John
Carter Vincent (whom the McCarthy agent
tried to frame) as a Communist; but re-
cently, with the prompting of a senate
committee, Budenz suddenly remembered
that Vincent had been a Communist. He
made a like about-face regarding another
state department official, A more recent in-
stance wherein Budehz' testimony was
found false was noted in Time magazine,
Qctober 29, 1951, Budenz had testified that
Wallace’s trip to China in 1944 had served
the ends of the Communists, whereas sub-
sequent testimony proved that the very
opposite was the case.

AWARKE!



Fruills of the Smear Campaign

The amear campaign, by robbing people
of their means to make a livelihood, is de-
priving them of their prqperty without
due process of law. After a House “investi-
gation” of the movie industry in 1948, a
number of foremost writers and authors
were blacklisted. And according to the
Encyclopedia Americana, 1949, page 543,
“An unusual fusion of politics, censorship
and entertainment resulted . . . motion pic-
ture producers becarmne more careful than
ever to avoid motion picture plots or scenes
which might suggest any trace of Commu-
nistic propaganda.”

McCarthy's own smear campaign has
taken a terrific toll. While such men as
General Marshall, Secretary of State Ache-
son and U. N, delegate Jessup weathered

~ the storm, others have not been so fortu-
.. nate., A little more than a year ago “sena-
tors sat frozen in their seats’ as McCarthy
. hurled charges. At election time he toured
the country and played a vital role in a
number of senatorial campaigns, most no-
torious, vicious and despicable of which
was the Maryland campaign where
McCarthy caused the defeat of Senator
Tydings.

Drew Pearson furnishes another exam-
ple. After McCarthy charged that Pearson
was a Kremlin agent and urged a boycott
of Pearson’s radio sponsor, Adam Hats,
that firm dropped him. Writing to a friend
recently, Pearson stated: “The McCarthy
business did keep me pretty busy, to say
the least. . . . At the moment, I am looking
around for a new sponsor. I must admit,
however, that since McCarthy’s speeches,
sponsors have been-as hard to find as wa-
ter llieg in the Sahara.”

What Is happening to American liberties
when a political smearer is able to so in-
timidate big business that a popular radio
commentator and newspaper columnist,
who had had a Sunday night audience of
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some ten miilion, is unable to find a spon-
sor?

McCarthy accused Owen Lattimore,
Johns Hopkins University professor and
authority on Far Eastern affairs, with be-
ing the “top Russian. espionage agent”,
although he had nothing but flimsy hear-
say on which to base his charge. However,
the result was that Lattimore overnight be-
came the object of international doubt and
suspicion, causing him the loss of speaking
appointments as well as involving him in a
very costly defense.

Telling of the harmful effect that
McCarthyism is having on the American
people, Senator Benton, in an interview
with the press, stated that it was making
the “people timid and gun-shy, hesitant
about expressing themselves”, And Mrs.
Eleanor Roosevelt stated: ‘“People with
new jdeas hesitate to bring them forward
and people do begin to look with suspicion
at aimost all of their friends and neighbors.”

Indicative of the fearful attitude of the
people is the following item: “On the 175th
birthday of the Declaration of Independ-
ence [July 4, 1951] reporters of the New
York Post and the Capital Times of Madi-
son [Wisconsin] circulated a petition, in-
cuding the Preambie of the famous docus
ment, and were able to get the signatures
of only twenty of the 273 citizens solicit-
ed.”—New York Times, August 3, 1951.

Among the chief targets and victims of
the modern inquisition are the schools of
higher learning. Concerning the danger,
Dr. Alvin Eurich, president of the State
University of New York, warned: “We may
set up procedurgs designed to restrict Com-
munists that in turn restrict teachers so
much that the heart of the university is
destroyed and the pulse will ro longer
register vital scholarly action.” Along the
same trend was the testimony of Dr. Theo-
dore M. Greene of Yale before 2 senate sub-
committde to the effect that college pro-
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fessors are afraid to teach the facts of com-
munism for fear of being thought Com-
munists.

Under “Americans Fear Knowledge of
Communism”, the Manchester Guagrdion,
of June 28, 1951, had, among other things,
the following to say: “The New York
Times recently made a survey of the mood
of college campuses and gloomily reported
that in all parts of the country young peo-
ple were shying away from a public inter-
est in government or political debate be-
cause they are afraid of being thought sym.-
pathetic to communism and so endangering
their prospects of a job, a decent family
life, and the respect of their community.”

Nor is the government itself escaping un-
scathed from the effects of the smear in-
quisition., During October and November
1951, the New York Times repeatedly told
of a serious decrease in applications from
college students for jobs with the State De-
partment. When inquiry was made as to
the reason for this, the colleges repiied that
the chief one was “the relentless effort of
certain members of Congress to prove that
there simply must be traitors and Commus-
nists in the department”.

Who Is to Blame?

Obviously the liberties of the American
people are being sabotaged. And from the
foregoing it is also apparent that those
bearing the lion’s share of the blame are
President Truman, for his Loyalty Order,
the smear campaigns of the House Un-
American Activities Committee and Sena-
tor McCarthy, and Pat MeCarran for,
among other things, his opposition to the
Nimitz Commission, which commission
might have remedied matters.

~Another factor is politics. ‘“‘Respectable”
Republican senators are .only too glad to
have McCarthy do some dirty work for
them by gettihg the Democrats in hot wa-
ter. And for the same reason Congressional
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comniittees will give sensational and irre-
sponsible witnesses such as Budenz the
utmost publicity while denying it to a
former vice-president of the nation when
he is called upon to present his side.

The radio and press also must share the
blame. The Capital Times, of Madison,
Wisconsin, September 11, 1951, under the
heading “Radio Surrenders to McCarthy-
ism”, referred to a previous editorial in
which it charged that the Associated Press
and the United Press news services were
“slanting and manipufating news reports
in favor of Senator McCarthy of Wiscon-
sin in order to fit the bias of hig and con-
servative newspaper publishers who con-
trol and dominate these news services”. It
then went on to show how the radio net-

works, such as the NBC, “dare not permit

a word of eriticism of McCarthy on [their]
broadcasts without running to MecCarthy
to give him the immediate opportunity to
blackguard all critics and opponents with
his guilt-by-association technique.” The
writer then gave proof of how the NBC
had censored from a speech, which he had
prepared at their request, all references to
McCarthy’s shady Wisconsin public record.

INor would an assessment of the blame
be complete without pointing to the role
that the Roman Catholic Church plays in
this modern inquisition. Has not she, more
than any other one agency, worked up
hysteria over the Communist threat, and
are not the tactics used essentially those
employed by her to gain her ends? Is not
McCarthy, therefore, her hatchet man even
more than he is [or the Republican party
and the real estate lobby? Time magazine
tells that McCarthy ‘“seldom misses Sun-
day mass”. Certainly someone is neglect-
ing a golden opportunity to instruct a
“good Catholic” in the principles of truth
and righteousness!

Another Catholi¢ favorite son is Bu-
denz. The flaunting of his reconversion to

AWAKE!



Catholicism has tended to give an air of
sanctity to his worthless and worse-than-
worthless testimony, causing Senator Cha-
vez, himself a Roman Catholic, to state
that Budenz was using the “cross as a
ciub’. As a professor of the Roman Cath-
olic Fordham University Budenz certainly
cannot plead ignorance. And when Pat A.
McCarran visited the pope just,a few years
back, he took so many rosaries to him to
be blessed that the pope observed that he
didn’t know that there werc s0 many Cath-
olics in the United States!

Veterans’ organizations are also to
blame. Facts at hand indicate that they

LONG, long story it is,
the tale of textiles and
thread, of needles and thim-
bles, of patterns and fash-
ions, for since the garden of
IEden folks have been making
clothes out of about every-
thing from fig leaves to test-tube fabrics.
How to hold the various niaterials together
in an efficient manner and at the same time
make them hang well in a comely and ap-
pealing way is an art and science, And be-
cause sewing is an artistic science, mas-
tered only after much study and practice,
it is not surprising that few women are
alified to make their own clothes. More
might he encouraged to do so if they knew
the basic fundamentals, the joy and pleas-
ure it can bring, and the romantic history
associated with sewing.—Genesis 3:7.

Like everything else the science of sew-
FEBRUARY 8, 1352
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serve as the “sword of the Catholic
Church”, particularly the American Le-
gion- and the Catholic War Veterans.
And finally the people are to blame; they
follow the lines of least resistance. How
many today could say and really mean it,
“Give *me liberty, or give me death!”
Steaks and liquor, clothes, sports and oth-
er amusements mean more to them than
their basic freedoms. Meekly they are al-
lowing an anti-Communist campaign to
give them a totalitarian mental attitude,
The jest regarding the Statue of Liberty
may vet come true: ‘It stands where it
belongs—on freedom’s grave!”

o

ing has undergone many
revolutionary changes dur-
ing the past several thousand
vears, There was a time
when plant leaves and ani-
mal skins provided practical-
ly all the clothing that was
used. Then came the discovery of fibers,
animal, vegetable, and, very recently,
chemical fibers, The uncient Egyptians
were the first to make linen out of flax.
The Babylonians of old spun wool into
cloth. The use of cotton originated in
the antiquity of India at a date clder than
the historical records of that country.
The silk worms have been exploited by
the Chinese from time immemorial. In
the nineteenth century John  Mercer
learned how to treat cotton with chemicals
to turn out “mercerized’’ fabrics.

Several synthetic substances have come
from the chemists' workshops in this twen-
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tieth century and have proved themselves
useful materials for clothing for even the
royalty of society. Rayon became a substi-
tute for silk. Nylon, made from the basic
compounds of coal, air and water, in many
ways is superior to rayon. Orlon has the
mixed characteristics of both silk and wool.
Vicara, from corn, boasts of having the
feeling of cashmere. In other materials are
found the elements of casein and silica.
. Chemical research has also made certain
textiles mothproof, mildew-proof, fireproof,
waterproof, wrinkleproof, and even shrink-
proof.

Advent of the Needle

Parallel with the history of textiles is
that of the tools and machines by which
fabrics are made. The most primitive
needles were constructed out of fishbone,
ivory and thorns. Later better needles were
formed out of gold and silver and bronze,
Whether it is true that the Chinese of old
were the first to use steel needles, modern
steel needles began to be turned out in
quantity in Germany in the fourteenth
century. England learned the secret two
hundred vears later. Patents on mechanical
sewing machines began appearing at the
close of the eighteenth century, but it was
another fifty vears or more before prac-
tical sewing machines were placed on the
market.

“Thumb-bells,” at first made of leather
and later of bone and gold and silver, are
gsaid to have been invented in Holland
about the year 1100, These little bell-
shaped sewing accessories were s50 called
because originally they were worn on the
thumb. Nowadays the thimble is worn on
the middle or second finger, and is still a
great aid to the speed, efficiency and the
pleasure of sewing.

Progress in mechanical cloth-makKing
and sewing ‘devices also was rather slow.
At first fibers were twisted into threads
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by hand. Then the Egyptians made a dis-
taff on which to hold the fibers and a spin-
dle on which to wind them. But not until
the sixteenth century did the use of the
spinning wheel, an invention of India,
spread across Europe, The original hand
Iooms later became semiautomatic con-
trivances, and then weaving was greatly
speeded up with the invention of the flying
shuttle in the year 1738. Thereafter, the
heavy loom, the spinning frame, the spin-
ning jenny, and the cotton gin, each in turn
became a landmark of progress in the pro-
duction of fabrics. Today ingenious ma-
chines turn out all kinds of textiles, and
can do about everything but think. Conse-
quently, sewing begins nowadays, not with
spinning and weaving, but with finished
materials in ten thousand varieties.

In oiden times when the costume con-
sisted of flowing yardage of cloth draped
about the body, the only fastener needed
was a pin or two. Many of these took on
elaborate forms, like the modern brooch,
and thus served as ornaments as well as
fasteners. For a time in the Middle Ages
string lacings drawn through eyelets like
shoelaces were popular for holding gar-
ments together. Buttons—all sizes, shapes
and desighs—then came into general use
and have continued to this day as the most
common means of closing up the fronts of
shirts, blouses, coats, etc. It has been only
during the last hundred years that such
contrivances as snaps, hooks, and the now
popular slide fastener, or “zipper”, were
invented, as well as that all-important in-
vention, the common safety pin.

And speaking of devices for holding
clothes together and in place, one should
not overlook the seamstress’ thousands of
stitches. These may be classified as run-
ning stitches, back stitches, slip stitches,
catch stitches, or as overcasting, basting
or hemming stitches. Each is of a particu-
lar design and serves a particular function.
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Elach is made with a particular twist of the
wrist, thrust of the needle, or maneuver. of
the hands or material. Just when each was
first employed is not known, but until the
beginner learns when and where tosuse
these various stitches, and how to make
them with speed and skill, she should not
go on to the more important and difficult
tasks of designing, pattern-making and
fashioning of garments out of raw fabric.

Paper patterns, so universally used to-
day, have not always been available as a
dressmaker’s ready assistant. There was
a time when someone first stumbled on to
the clever idea of first making a pattern,
and then from the pattern making the gar-

ment. It is believed that the first patterns
were crude carvings out of heavy stone.
Later on thin wood was used and still later
cardboard patterns were made. In 1863 the
first commercial patterns, named Buiier-
ick after their maker, were placed on the
market. Then along came the improved
McCall patterns. Vogue entered the pat-
tern business, followed by the famous
Simplicity and Advance patterns, Altogeth-
er, each year, nearly a hundred million
sewing patterns are sold.

Bulges and Buastles

All kinds of dressmaking forms and con-
traptions have been used during the last
150 years, besides the above-named pat-
terns. In an effort to duplicate the human
form, muslin stuffed with cotton batting
first appeared. Then somebody made a
form out of wires upon which puffs and
padding were attached here and there, to
represent the individual customer’s pecu-
liar bulges and bumps. Various wax and
rubber forms were also tried out. Pressed
papier-maché was hailed with enthusiasm
when first brought out. Today, however,
other types and improvements are in use.

FEBRUARY B8, 1352

As for the history of fashions, it is really
a history of a thousand langusges, cul-
tures, races and creeds, a history of times
and seasons, of fads and fancies. The an-
cient Egyptian or Grecian or Roman could
be identified by the costume worn. Simi-
larly, the styles of #nedieval and modern
times may be dated, as for example, the
wasp waists of the sixteenth century, the
stay-your-distance hoop skirts of colonial
days, the high-waisted “Empire gowns’ of
Napoleon’s time, the preposterous bustles
of the ridiculous Victorian age, the shape-
less silhouettes of the riotous 1920’s, and
the radical “new look” of post-World
War II. Of a truth, the sewing needle has
left an impression on the pages of history
almost as great as the legislator’s pen or
the soldier’s sword.

After this brief look at the past, let the
seamstress of today rejoice over the mod-
ern tools and materials at her disposal. No
longer does she need to spin and weave her
own cloth. No longer does she need to use
fishbones for needles. No longer does she
have to wear her fingers down to the bone
for lack of a thimble. Neither does she
have to fashion a gown without a pattern
nor use a clumsy one made of stone. Instead
of spending long tedious hours putting in
seams and hems by hand, in a few minutes
she can do the job on a modern high-speed
sewing machine. And, praise to the over-
lords of fashion, the modern dressmaker no
longer has to slave away making great
Spanish pleated collars, elaborate and deli-
cate lace, great trains of skirts to drag the
ground, or petticoats by the dozens. No,
with modern equipment clothes-making is
easy, and with simplified modern designs
it can be a lot of fun too. Now one can.
enjoy the higher artistic'values of dress-.
making, Like painting a picture, sewing
should be lIooked upon as a form of art, and
can be engaged in for the sheer pleasure
and satisfaction it affords.
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HE &ant lion may nelfer have heard of the
T axiom about bujlding a better mousetrap,
hyt it certainly applies the principle. You
would not think this insect a talented crea-
ture. Its unimposing, one-third-of-an-inch-long
body is mounted on slx weak legs that some-
how can move it ih only one direction—back-
ward!

But 1f the ant lion cannot “get very far”
in the world, it can dig. This trait and its
plncerlike jaws that inject a deadly toxin
into small insect victims (frequently ants}
prove sufficient. Sandy or dusty locales are
sultable to the ant lion, which digs by moving
backward (of course!} in a circular fashion,
pushing the sand-over him
and throwing it up and
away with flips of its head. If
larger pebbles are encountered,
they are carefully halanced
against the end of the body and

pushed out of the way. When the
dlgging is over, the average pit may
have a mouth of ahout two inches and
be half as deep. The slopes are glassy
smooth and at the boitom the builder
lurks unseen beneath the sand.

The ant lich watches and waits, often for
days. At last, perhaps a lane, sight-seeing ant
ventures too close to the erumbling rim. The
footlng gives way, and in he slides! The ant
might have heard of such traps, he struggles
to climb out; but from belpw his adversary
now boldly appears and kicks up a barrage of
sand which sprays down on the climbing ant
and sweeps the ant down in a minjature land-
slide. The victlm topples into the waiting lap
'pL his host, then a quick-injectlon from the
hypodermic-like Jaws and it is all over. Next,
the host drags thé now nonprotesting visitor
under the sand and keeps a patient appetite
waiting yet a little Jonger until the poison does
it§ further work of dissolving the ant's body
contents.”Then the ant llon will agaln employ
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the potent jaws, this tlme to suck
dry the dead inseet”’before discard-
ing the withered remains.

But suth antles, while consuming
most of the ant lion's life, are by
no means the extent of its ambition.
As if the ugly form marking its dig-
ging days was only a crude experi-
ment, it does not even carry a fully completed
intestinal canal! It is estimated that from two
to three years is required for the creature to
reach the adult stape, when its big change
occurs. Perhaps our tired old assassin, by then
weary of his career of ambushing unwary
callers, decides-to “renounce the world”. At
any rate he holes up in a cocoon.

However, in building the cocoon, the ant
lion, dwelling beneath sand, must be careful
not to get any inside the finished product. The
German authority Redtenbacher says the in-
sect, an its back, “moves the spinneret about
in circular, spiral and confusedly irregular
paths, Since the sand grains are thus cemented
together by the sticky strands, there arises a

confused band of sand,
which iz gradually consoli-
dated to form a hemisphere.”
Then the insect turns around,
makes another such hemisphere,
joins the two together and rolls
over inside, prepared to.sleep for
almost two months.
g And when the slumbering one
breaks ouf of the cocoon, lo, what a
change! Can you imagine your own re
action if, looking in a mirror on rising
in the morning, you saw an entirely new
reflection? Now the ant lion is no more a
“sandhog”, but an aviator. Its now long,
slender body measures three inches, and it
has sheer wings that spread out and bear
it aloft. In this form it has been likened to a

dragonfly.

g The “new look” ant lion is now in its “last
days”. Fittingly, therefore, it now devotes it
self with singleness of purpose to the one

$ thing now left far it to do: reproduce its kind.

It does not even eat in this stage. The female
has but a few days to mate, then lay its eggs
in the sand. Though seerningly unbelievable,
the tiny oddity described earller will finally

x spring from the egg of the totally different-

appearing winged adult.
AWAKE!



Science and Creation

Part 1: Failures in fixing the age of the -earth

This articte, complete fn this issue but divided
into thras parts, presents some of the latest
findings of scisntists regarding the.age of the
earth and the wuniverse. |ts writer Is gualified
in this fleld, he belng a scientlst regularly
employed in atomic research.

S IT true that the discoveries of science

leave no place for the creation of the
heavens and the earth as described in the
Bible? Such an impression has been fos-
tered by atheistic scientists who have
sought to find entirely “natural” mecha-
nisms for the formation of the universe and
for the origin of earth’s living things. Far
from being nerely agnostic, as they usual-
ly prefer to describe their belief, many
gcientists have adopted as a matter of faith
the principle that no intervention of a
Creator into the operation of “nature's’”
laws, as they understand them, is to be tol-
erated. They are unwilling to admit the
existence of a Being who might have an
understanding and control of natural forc-
es and laws that they have not yet dis-
covered. As a part of this faith they adopt
the false religion of evolution, which has
its only Iogical basis in the premise that
there is no God. Prejudiced and blinded by
their slavish adherence to materialistic
doctrines, they are frequently unable to ap-
preciate the real significance of their own
discoveries.

On the other hand, the fundamentalist
religionists hold doggedly to the traditional
interpretation of the Bible as it has been

handed down through the orthodox reli-
gious denominations. They insist that God
made the earth and the rest of the universe
in six 24-hour days, in the year 4004 B.C.,
according to Usher’s chronology, and re-.
ject without consideration the evidence
presented by science that our universe is
older. Typical of their attitude is the case
of the elderly Methodist lady who, after
inspecting the deposits of dinosaur bones
in the national park in eastern Utah, went
away insisting that Satan had put the
bones there to deceive men.

A reasonable person is willing to put
aside prejudice and consider the facts. One
can Jearn much from the facts discovered
by scientists, even though he may not sub-
scribe to their theories for explaining the
facts. So let us examine the evidence sci-
ence can give us as to when and how the
earth came into existence. At the same
tilne, the testimony of the Bible is not to
be rejected as mythology and folklore.
Anyone who has taken the trouble to ex-
amine it recognizes that the Bible bears
evidence within itself of greater than hu-
man wisdom. No other history is as old or
as reliable as that contained in the Bible.
So let us also examine without prejudice
what the Bible has to say of creation, Since
the Bible is true, and Jehovah who created
the heavens and earth is its author, there
is no reason to fear that it will be found in
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conflict with what we discover In study-
ing the things he created.

Man has found many curious and won-
derfu! things in the rocks under his feet.
He has noted igneous rocks like granite,
made up of tiny crystals of various miner-
als formed by the solidification of a liquid
magma. He has distinguished between
these and the sedimentary rocks, laid down
flat, layer upon layer, by settling out of
running water, but often tipped, up-ended,
or contorted by the action of geological
forces which he cannot yet understand. In
the sedimentary rocks he sometimes finds
the petrified forms of once-living things,
leaves of familiar plants, the trunks and
bark of trees, insects, fish, the skeletons
of reptiles and land animals, He also finds
the skeletons of bizarre creatures which
no longer live on the earth, great masto-
dons, saber-toothed tigers, winged dragons,
g5-foot-long brontosaurs, terrifying 18-
foot-high tyrannosaurs.

Such animals have not been known in
the few thHousand years of man's history
upon the earth, and it is natural to wonder
how long ago they lived. Paleontologists
have made the rocks and fossils their spe-
cial field of study, and they have tried by
various means to estimate the age of these
deposits. There are considerable uncer-
tainties in most of these methods, and it is

curious that the calculations which yield
the greatest ages are generally preferred.

For example, Niagara Falls is believed
to have had its beginning when the last ice
sheet, from the so-called Wisconsin glacial
age, melted back from the Great Lakes re-
gion between the United States and Cana-
da, and Lake Erie began to drain north
through the Niagara river. The age of
Niagara is calculated from the present rate
of wearing back the edge of the falls (3.5
feet per year) and the length of the gorge
(7 miles) to be about 10,000 years. How-
ever, this seems too short to the geclogist,
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and most of the textbooks conclude hy say-
ing that a time of about 35,000 years is
generally accepted. This upward revision
is directly contrary to the fact that the re-
cession of the falls has heen steadily de-
creasing since surveys were started in
1842, and is now at the lowest rate in his-
tory. From 1678, when the French ex-
plorer Hennepin first mapped the falls, un-
til 1342, the gorge was cut at an average
rate of 7 feet per year, which would make
its age only 5,000 years. Considering the
uncertainty in the recession over past cen-
turies, and the fact that no allowance has
been made for occasional falls of 100-foot
blocks of the crest, such as oecurred in
1931, it appears perfectly reasonable to fit
the age of Niagara Falls into the time since
the world deluge, which the Bible fixes at
43 centuries ago.

Another clock for measuring geologic
time is the rate of accumulation of salt in
the sea. It is assumed that the salt from
the rocks eroded away by rain has been
carried by the rivers into the ocean and
left there upon evaporation. The present-
day salt content of the ocean can be meas-
ured by analysis and by estimating the
volume of water in the seas. The figure is
enormous, 16 thousand million million
tons. The rate at which rivers are now
carrying salt into the sea can be estimated
by stream gauges at the mouths of the
great rivers and by analysis of the river
water. This comes out about 160 million
tons per year. Dividing one by the other
gives 100 million years as the age of the
ocean. One would think this would be a
satisfactorily long time, but the geologist
finds it much too short and concludes that
his clock is running too fast. Here again,
wishful thinking is evident, for it is at least
equally likely that the rocks eroded faster
in the past, and the clock is now running
too slow. “Since s0 many uncertain factors
are involved, the method at present offers
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no promise of a reliable quantitative val-
ue.".

Yet another natural process which might
be used as a geologic clock is the rate of
laying down sedimentary deposits. For ex-

ample, a 3,000-year-oki statue of Ram--

eses II was found buried in the Nile flood
basin under nine feet of river-laid deposits.
This indicates an average deposition of 3.6
inches per century from the annual Nile
flood. Of course, the yearly deposit of sedi-
ment at the mouth of the river, where it
accumulates the year round, would be
thicker. In fact, deposits on lake bottoms
are believed to build up at a rate measured
in inches per year. By measuring the sedi-
ment carried into the ocean, an estimate
can be made of the length of time required
to build up the entire volume of sedimen-
tary rock now found on the earth’s sur-
face. However, this calculation again gives
a shorter time than is desired, and so the
geologist assumes that the present-day rate
is too high, and that the earth is wearing
down faster today than during its eariier
history. This clock, then, also runs without
a governor and does not Keep accurate
time. “It is already evident, therefore, that
a study of the rate of formation of sedi-
mentary rocks can give us no exact results
for the total length of geologic time.”
There is one special type of sedimentary
deposit which appears to offer more prom-
ise for dating. This is varve clay, which
consists of alternate dark and light Iayers
formed in the bottom of glacial lakes. These
are supposed to have been laid down in
annual layers, the dark clay in the sum-
mer when the lake was stirred up, and the
fine light-colored silt in the winter when
it was frozen over and guiet. On this bais,
the geological clock would be read as sim-
ply as counting tree-rings, one layer to a

* guilines of Historical Geology, by Charles Schuchert
and Carl! O. Dunbar, page 20.

T Cutlines of Historical Geology, page 1B
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Year, This clock is the one chiefly relied

on for the 35,000-year period since the last
ice-age, However, such varves have been
observed to occur in reservoirs during flood
periods, one set of three “annual” layers
being formed in a two-week pericd.* So

perhaps the 35,000 supposed years are only

35,000 rainy spells in a much shortér span
of years. Clearly, this clock is not to be
trusted, if one cannot tell the hour hand
from the minute hand.

It is evident that the paleontologist has
no reliable means of determining the age
of fossils found in such sedimentary rocks.
In newspaper accounts and popular books
they are always willing to guess an age—
say 50,000 years, or half a million years—
the bigger the guess, the bigger the head-
line, But in the accounts of these fossils
carried in scientific journals the age is sel-
dom mentioned, sinee no scientist would
take it seriously anyhow. To illustrate, the
anthropologist Professor R. Broom of
South Africa has recently published a book
called “Finding the Missing Link”, in
which he estimates the ages of his fossils
in figures ranging from 200,000 to 2,000,-
000 years. Commenting on this, in a book
review, Professor P. G. H. Boswell, says,
in Nature, Vol, 166, page 839 (Nov. 18,
1950} :

“Incidentally, it must be remembered
that these figures and others in the book
are no more than guesswork, and the pre-
liminary word of caution about them may
be overlooked or forgotten by the reader
entranced by their repetition. We often
tend to lose sight of the fact that measured
chronology takes us back no more than
20,000 (or possibly 30,000) years: beyond
that, all is speculation until the radioactive
mineral time-scale comes into operation
many million years earlier.”

* A. E. Wood, in the Bulletin of the Geologiool Sociefy
of Amerioa, Vol. 57, page 1245 (1946).
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Science and Creation

Part 2: Earth’s age as given by radioactive clock

T APPEARS that, so far, we have not

made much progress toward answering
the question, “How olé is the earth?” Even
the measured chronology back to the ice
age may be two to five times too long;
“beyond that, all is speculation.” But the
last words in the last quotation of the pre-
ceding article call to qur attention another
time scale, the radioactive clock.

One of the most important of these
radioactive clocks is based on the radio-
actlve decay of the heavy element uranium,
A piece of uranium looks very much like
any other metal, but upon careful exami-
nation we find that a small proportion of
the uranium is constantly changing into
the element lead.* If we wait long enough,
the uranium will eventually change com-
pletely into lead. But it is a very slow proc-
ess. In our whole lifetime, according fo the
present life span of man, only about a one-
hundred-millionth part will have changed.

Nevertheless, the rate at which it chang-
es is very definite and has been accurately
measured. From such measyrements it can
be calculated that it would. take 4.5 billion
yvears for half of the uranium in our sarm-

ple to change into lead. If we started with

one pound of uranium, after 4.5 billion
years we would have eight ounces of ura-
nitm, and eight ounces of lead. After an-
other 4.5 billion years half of the remain-
ing uranium would have changed to lead,

- Autually the uranipm iz constantly changing into
another elerment, thoritm, Later on, the thorium chang-
es Into radiuvm, and £o on, from one element to another
through B series of radicactive dislntegrations. This
radioactive series fGnailly ends up wlth the element lead,
which 1s stable. The uranium disintegrates only very
siowly, while the thorium and radium and other ele-
mentx in the geries change relatively faet, 50 that we
never Bnd more than a minhute trace of these Inter-
medlate substances !n the urenium, However, the lead,
once formed, remalng and gradually accumulates as
the end-product of the decay of uranlum:.
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50 9 billion years from how we would have
4 ounces of uranium ang 12 ounces of lead.
After 18 billion years we would be down
to one ounce of uranium and up to 15
ounces of lead.* Since there is always half
as much uranium at the end of any 4.5-
billion-year period as at the beginning, it
would take a very long time for the last
atomn of uranium to change to lead.
From these numerical illustrations, it is
evident that the proportion of uranjum to
lead varies continually with the age of
the uranium mineral. So the amount of
lead in any sample of uranium serves as
a clock by which its age in that mineral
can be determined. Of course, the sample
must be old enough to contain enough lead
to measure. Affer 65 million years one per
cent of the uranium will have changed to
lead, so the uranium clock begins to tell
time only after tens of millions of years.

Such a clock is found in igneous rocks
containing uranium minerals, As the molt-
en rock cooled, crystals of the uranium
mingral separated from other elements in
the magma, thus setting the clock. The

# Actually, the welght of the Jead would be some-
what less than the round numbers glyven, betause some
weight Is carried off by the alpha rays emitted in the
radivactive dislntegration.

U

Il'llimu uf ymars
DECAY OF URANIUM (U] INTO LEAD (Pb)
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clock. ticks away with disintegrating ura-
nium atoms, and the lead atoms are left
in the crystal as a record of the time. To-
day the geologist digs up the rock and the
chemist analyzes it for lead and uranium;
this tells how many millicns of years the
clock has run since the rock cooled.*

Why is the radioactive clock superior to

the other clocks geologists have used? It is
because the rate of radioactive decay is ab-
solutely steady, unaflected by external con-
ditlons. A waterfall cuts through rocks of
differing hardness, and the
rate of cutting changes with
each rock. But suppose the
uranium minerals are sub-
jected to differing tempera-
tures because of crustal
movement or volcanic ac-.
tion. We do not need to wor-
- ry about our uranium clock,
because in the laboratory it
has been checked at tem-
perature extremes all the
way from liquid hydrogen
to the electric furnace, with
no effect whatever on its
rate of radioactivity. Again,
as the hills wear down, the
gentler slopes will erode more slowly. But
in an old sample of radioactive material,
the rate of decay of the surviving atoms is
not in the least affected by the circumstanc-
es Of their having already lived many times
the average life span of its kind. Where
other clocks give dates no better than
guesses, the radioactive clock runs accu-
rately.

The ages recorded by this clock cover a

* But, you may ask, how can we be sure that the
lad found with the mineral was formed from the
uranium? Maybe 1t happened that some lead was In-
aluded In the mineral when 1t erystalllzed, and so the
elock wasn't set to zere, The answer to this gquestion 1s
that we can distinguish ordinary lead from the lead
formed by the decay of uranium, by means of its
isotopes, Ordinary lead consists of a mixture of isotopes,
with atomic welghts 204, 208, 207, and 208, Lead formed
by deecay o! uranlum is nearly pure 206, with a little
7. So when we find the lead contained in the wranlum
miners]l 1% chiefly 206, with no 204 nor 208, we know
1% eame from tHe wranlum.
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tremendous range of time. Some rocks are
so young that they do not contain enough
lead yet to give any reading on the clock:
the hour hand has not moved away from
zero. They must be less than ten million
years old. Some show ages of 25 million
years, others a hundred million. Still other
specimens gathered from various parts of
the earth have been accumulating lead for
hundreds of millions of years, and some
have ages exceeding the billion-year figure,
In a few of the very oldest, one-fourth of
the uranium has decayed to
lead, showing that the min-
eral deposits are right
around 1,800 million years
old!*

Since theradioactive
clock says that some rocks
in the earth’s crust have
been in their present form
for almost two billion years,
this would indicate that the
earth itself must be at least
this old.} -

While this conclusion is
completely at odds with the
fundamentalist view and
Usher’s chronology on the
date of creation, it is not contradicted by
the inspired account in Genesis,” which
shows that the earth was already in exist-
ence before the beginning of the six crea-
tive periods. After the statement of the
creation of the heavens and the earth, we
read: “And the earth was waste and void;

* Some are a little more, some a littie Iess than 1,80
milllon wears, hut to the accuracy with which the
measurements c¢an be checked, this represents in round
numbers the average of the oldeat rocks.

t Another figure, frequentiy quoted today, glves the
date of fhe formation of the earth (not the solidifica-
tion of the present rocks) as over 3 billlon years dgo.
This line of argument |s based on differences in 1sotepic
comnposition of lead from different ores, and i mathe-
matically quite complex, However, the argumeni de-
pends on several assumptions which are net vary sure:
In fact, some of them are known to be fraguently wrong.
The fact that this figure 18 given more puhbiicity than
the well-establlshed 1,800-mlllfon-year age is another
example, itke those noted above, of the tendency some
have always to streteh the age estimate to the largest
possible llmy. regardless of the welght of evidence,

17



and darkness was uopon the face of the
deep.” (Genesis 1:2, Am. Stan. Ver.) How
long after the initial creation the earth lay
waste and void, before Jehovah stated with
respect to the earth, “Let there be light,”
and thus opened the first creative day for
preparing it for habitation, the Bible does
not say. The paleontological record indi-
cates that by far the greater part of the
two billion years was spent in this condi-
tlon, a waste and void of any living form.

It 1s noteworthy that no fossils are found
in these rocks with the uranium clock.
Sedimentary rocks, in which fossils are
‘found, contain so little uranium that the
necessary analyses cannot be made, Hence
the urapiuwm clock cannot be used to date

fossils, but only igfeous rocks.* The claimed
ages of hundreds of millions of years given
to dinosaur bones and other fossils by the
evolutionists receive no support from the
radioactive dating, but remain guesswork
and speculstion. No scientific proof is yet
forthecoming to disprove the Mille_hm
surpplion that all living things on the eart
were brought forth during creative days of
7,000 years each, equal in length to the
seventh day of rest.—See “The Truth Shall
Make You Free”, pages 56, 37, -

* Another fype of radivactive clack has come Iinle
prominence in the past few years, the radlocarbon
ciock. Because this radioslement ocrurg in all lving
matter, and because it has a half-life of 5,570 yeara, it
offers some promlse of dating fossiis. However, there
ere many pitfalls in its use which till now tend to imit
confidence In some of 1ts answerg. An srijote In our
next lssue will consider the radlceatrhon clock,

Science and Creation

Part 3: Evidence that matter of earth
and universe may be the same age

NOTHER interesting conclusion drawn

A from the science of radioactivity is
that all the matter in the universe was
cFeated at one time, he proce "which
the elemen re fo) ecEi did not extend
eriod, nor did it occur at dif-
ferent times in different parts of the uni-
verse. This evidendé coimes from examining
fm_mpurtinns of different isotopes in ele-
ments where at least one of the isotopes is
radioactive. For example, uranium as
found in the earth has two forms, differ-
ing in atomic weight and in rate of decay.

It is the common isotope of weigh{ 238

that has the half-life of 4.5 billion years.
A rarer isotope, of welght {235, decays
more quickly, with a half-life of{ (U0 millioim,
years, Now it is a striking fact that all the

18

uranium, whepever found, always has these
two isotopes in the same proportion, onhe

parto 0 140 parts of 238. Sirice af least
some of these samples 6f uranium have
been in existence for about 2 billion years,
a major part of the 235 must have decayed
Sihce 1ts formation. But f différent sam-
“ples of uranium Had been formed af differ-
ent times, the older samples would foday
contain much less of the shorfer-lived 235,
Thal fRis Is not true shows that all of if
was formed at the same time, presumably
the date of creation.
An even more striking case is found in
which has, in addition to stable
isotopes of weights 39 and 41, a rare iso-
tope of weight 40 which is radioactive,
decaying with a half-life of 1.2 billion
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years, Here again, sampies of different age
woulil contaln different proportions of po-
all the potassmm

, has exactly the sotopic
composition, and therefore the same age.
This is true &ven of potassium from me-
teorites which are believed, because of the
speed with which they struck the earth,
o have originated outside the solar sys-
tem. The conclusion is that all the potas-
gsium in the universe originated at one

So from the science of radioactivity, we
learn that the earth’s rocks. were formed
as far back as 1,800 million years ago,
from elements which were created through-
out the universe at some previous time,

From the entirely different science of
astrophysics we can trace out another line
of evidence which points to- the time of
creation. Let us turn our attention from
the tiny atom to the immense galaxies
which poplilate the universe, After we get
our perspective adjusted, we recognize that
each of these galaxies contains myriads of
stars, like our own Milkky Way. Scme are
close enough to be seen with the naked
eye, like the Clouds of Magellan in the
gsouthern sky. Many others become visible
through the telescope. They are seen in
great numbers on the photographs made
with the 100-inch lens at Mt., Wilson and
the 200-inch giant of Palomar.

The distances of these galaxies can be
estimated from their brightness, just as
the distances of approaching automobiles
. on a straight road can be judged at night
by the brightness of their headlights.
Those clear out at the limit of vision of
the Palomar telescope are just about one
billion light-years away.* Here is food for

* A light-vear Is 5.88 trilllon miles, the distance light
travels In one year.
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imémates any continuing proce-
n, Bt points reation
' ite act at ed

thought for the orfthodox fundamentalist—
heavenly bodles, a part of God’s visible
creation, so far away that it takes their
light a billioni years to reach us. If the light
coming to the earth today started on its
path from that distant universe a billion
years ago, surely it must have been in
existence that long ago. And if that galaxy
is a billion years old, why should we think
that our own Milky Way is younger? But
even more definite evidence 15 to follow,

These great island universes move, ap-
parently at random, through the vast

reaches of space. They are at such great
distances that even though they are travel-
ing at speeds of hundreds of miles per
second, it would take thousands of Yyears
for us to detect their motion across the
h, it is much e

sky. Curiousl

such motion in the line of sight affects the
frequency of the light which reaches us
just as the pitch of the horn on an auto-
mobile is higher when it is approaching
and lower after it has passed. In the same
way, the light from a celestial object mov-
ing toward us is shifted toward the{
moving away from us, its light is shifted
toward ~By measuring the change
in frequiency of light from any galaxy it
is possible to calculate qulte simply wheth~
er that galaxy is approaching or receding
from the earth, and just how fast.

Light from nearby galaxies is found to
be shifted both to the violet and to the red.
In our immediate neighborhood, that s,
within about a million light-years, a galaxy
may be moving either toward or away
from the earth, wlth a speed up to some

FaIfnter,
more distznt ones, are shifted predomi-
nantly to the red. They are moving away
from us, and with higher average s
In fact, the farther away 8 algxy Is, the

ngter it is moving away. The most distant
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of all, those barely visible in the largest
telescope, are mov ut with tremendous
speeds, as much a%'niles per second.
If the small random movements are ig-
nored, all the galaxies in the universe are
seen to be moving away from us with
speeds which are in proportion to their
distances from us.

At first sight it might seem that all the
rest of the universe is fleeing from the

galaxy which contains our earth, A little

reflection, however, will show.that if the

whole universe is expanding uniformly, an

sbsexver in any part of it will see all other

yarts receding from him, with speeds pro-

sortional to thelr distatices, just as we see
‘hem doing. This remarkable picture is
renerally referred to as the expanding
miverse. It is such a startling idea that
istronomers have been somewhat reluc-
ant to accept it as a true explanation of
d in the light from

he shift toward

& the whole foundation of ph

The most interesting feature of this re-
markable d1scnver}r, from our p resent
ime

this is uniformly expanding, there must
have been a time in the past when it was
all very much closer together, and when
the expansion began. If one galaxy is twice
15 far from us as another, and it is moving
away from us MW
O e e e ey
courses at t iIs a simple
matter 10 calculrta~whef that time was.
Taking, for example, the distance of one
of the faint galaxies as 120 million light-
years, and dividing this distance by its ob-
served speed of recession, 12,000 miles per
sgcond, gives the time of the beginning as
1,800 million years ago.®

# Tt 1s thls scientifc calewlation, based on the theory
of the expanding unlverse, that “Thir Means Everlaating
Life’* relers to aon page 21,
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That this time colncides so closely with
the age of the earth as given by radioactive
rmeasurements seems too remarkable to be a
mere chance. It may well be direct scientific
evidence for the creation of the universe.
Many scientists have so accepted it; the
noted nuclear physicist Professor George
Gamov has written a serieg of speculative
articles on what he describes as the *crea-
tion™ of the elements and of the universe.*

So from a study of these objects so
vastly different in scale, the incomprehen-
sibly small nucleus of the atom, and the im-
mense galaxies separated by unfathomabie
distances—the smallest and the largest ob-
jects in the material universe—comes con-
cordant evidence in support of the act of
creation, And these two unrelated and in-
dependent phenomena are even in numer-
ical agreement as to the date of creation,
almost two billion years ago.

'The true purpose of science is to enrich
our knowledge of the Creator, through
studying the things he has created. “For
his invisible qualities are clearly seen from
the world’s ereation onward, because they
are understood by the things made, even
his eternal power and Godship.” (Romans
1:20, New World Trans.) These recent dis-
coveries of modern science pointing to the
time of creation refute the contention of
the self-conceited ones who say that there
is no God Jehovah, but that evolution is
the all-powerful and provident god. Many
of the very scientists who participate in
such discoveries are thus blinded to their
true significance. But if we Keep our eyes
open to see it, the light now shed by sci-
ence on creation contributes to our appre-
ciation of the qualities of power and wis-
dom of the Great Scientist. With how
much deeper understanding we can now
read the words, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.”—Gen-
egis 1:1, Am, Stan. Ver.

* Physier Today, August 1950, page 16,
AWAKE !



HE "“‘man in

black” steps out
of the shadows.
Leaning faorward,
one hand taying
with a skull, he
frankly tells you
that he is death. His
unusual tale for
yvour immediate con-
sumption involves a
plane erash in a remote section of Tibet. An
unconscious girl flier is removed from the
wreckage by inhabitants of a nearby re-
treat that is nestled alone in the desolate
mountains. Several times throughout the
pictorial adventure, the girl and a would-
be rescuer are done to death by fanatics
residing there who have invented a device
for resurrecting the dead. To experiment,

e
At

they succeed in bringing their victims back - , _
American readers, nearly eighty per cent

to life, each time snatching what is passed
off as their supposedly “immortal” souls
from the hands of this fellow death,

The mad inventor is made to say: “All
my life I wanted to know if there is after-
life! I will find out!” During one of the her-
oine’'s sojourns in death, the “man in
black™ says: “Don’t be afraid—our king-
dom is ﬁer}f beautifu! ana only the joys of
the earth are increased a hundredfold!”

The “comic® book in which the foregoing
tale is related is spiced
up with the usual catchy
splash of color, bold type
and a revealing negligee
for the girl, which she
persists in wearing
through much
of the adven-
ture despite
Tibet’s cold cli-
mate. In the
sense that they
are impression-
able, stich me-
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The Cold War on

Adults spur grisly comics to compete
with children’s faverites

diums are gaod
teachers. But their
harm when misused
is likewise apparent.
For example, one
may shudder a little
at this likening of
the death state to
something ap-
proaching the nir-
vana of lower-caste
Hindus, who view it as a riotous existence
of indulgence, in preference to the Bi-
ble version which teaches that “there is
no work, nor device; nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave’.—Ecclesiastes 9:10.

S

An Industry Involving Millions

Whatever their moral or purpose, com-
ics are big business, with some 70,000,000

of the country’s newspaper public. Comic
books have become a field of literature all
their own. From National Parent-Teacher
magazine of January, 1950, we learn: “In
the period 1943-1945 slightly more than
1,000,000,000 comic boaks were published,
as compared with 428,000,000 books of
other types, including - 237,000,000 text-
books . . . The rate of publication in 1947
was about 135,000,000 comic books a week,
Thus the staggering fig-
ure reaches 750,000,000
copies a year.” In 1948
the United States Con-
ference of Mayors re-
ported that thirty-five
comic-book

publishers

reaped a gross
annual return

of §72,000,000.

Then the ad-

vertising inter-

ests,ete., might




rocket the tota! returns nearly out of sight,

As the field has broadened and subject
matter has been made more varied, comic
critics have become louder and more indig-
nant. As used in the title of this article,
“Mickey Mouse,” of course, embraces the
entire family of mutually accepted “harm-
less” comics. Typical examples might in-
clude the popular Blondie and America’s
most eligible bachelor, Li’l Abner, the
“Beau Brummel” of Dogpatch.

Though no open war of extermination
has been declared against “Mickey” and
his friends, some have viewed the flood of
violent ‘“‘comics” as having all the ear-
marks of a “cold war” scare campaign.
But it is well to remember that no matter
how bad some comic¢ books may be, their
continued existence says eloquently that
they are selling. In the summer of 1948
under a lashing tirade of criticism fourteen
big-time comic book publishers adopted a
purity code against sex, gore and obscenity.
Still, as to how effective this would be,
observers winked a knowing eyve. {Remem-
ber that the mayors' conference mentioned
thirty-five such publishers.) In defense of
the known sex and sadism peddled by some
Fox Features Syndicate comjc magazines,
an executive declared: ‘“There are more
morons than people, you know.” The infer-
ence was clear that the morons were
buttering the syndicate’s bread—or their

comics, if you will

Clergy Comics Make Comics of Clergy
Gershon Legman, who wrote a historical
treatise on the subject, has estimated that
the average city child reads in his comic
books, “300 scenes of beating, shooting,

strangling, torture and blood per month.”

Dr. Frederic Wertham, noted New York
psychiatrist, has hammered bitterly at
crime and violence in comic books, claiming
it detrimental to national moral health,
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But to hastily conclude from this that
comic¢ books directly engineer juvenile de-
linquency is hard to prove, Some examples
given appear to be overdrawn, and reliable
sburces like the findings of the Senate

- Crime Investigating Commiittee deny it

Cautiously and over much opposition, cen-
sorship has been tried in some communi-
ties. Religious heads have frequently taken
the lead in this, and mass burnings of
“bad” comic books by Catholic school
children have been publicized. Yet, can
Catholic clergy, with their pious profession
for law and order, throw the first stone?
In 1948 Detroit banned for a time the
Catholic comic book entitled “Is This To-
morrow?” Though its avowed aim was to
alert readers “to the menace of commu-.
nism”, parents, even in such Catholic cen-
ters as Boston, complained that it incited
their children. Missing the intended
“moral”’, young minds were absorbed only
with the pages depicting overthrow of gov-
ernment by force and violence. In the same
violent attitude Detrpit priests defied the
ban, and when told that would mean ar-
rest, one clergy spokesman replied: “Then
you'll be arresting 20 or 30 pastors who
will be selling it next week!”’

Turning Heat on the “Cold Warriors”
This Detroit experience should prod our
thinking faculties. Would-be comic reform-
ers stand by and wring their hands as if
they expected their children to take the
matter in hand. The youngsters have al-
ready put their coliective foot down! The
California Journal of Education, August,
1948, reported results of a comic book sur-
vey that found that children still prefer the
truly “funny’’ books. On the youth forum
sponsored by the New York Times in the
spring of 1949, a panel and audience of
junior high schoecl students raked comics
in general over the coals for everything
from bad diction to crime inspiration. Only
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Donald Duck or other “Iumny characters”
escaped thelr ire.

That these examples are probably typ-.

ical seerns substantiated from such find-
ings as those presented by Science Digest,
April, 1945: “Regular readers among
adults number 41 per cent of men and
28 per cent of women between the ages
~ of 18 and 30.” Lesser percentages followed
for later years, Tide, September 24, 1948,
is attributed with a more impressive over-
all adult survey in which 43 per cent of

the men and 51 per cent of the wormnen read |

comic books regularly. This came from a
representative cross section of Dayton,
Ohio. Leverett S. Gleason, a comic-book
publisher, drove home a sharp point in his
letter to the New York Times on Febru-
ary 2, 1949. He thought control of chil-
dren’s reading “properly lies with the par-
ent”, Speaking of the 40 to 60 per cent of
the 100,000,000 comic-books that he said
were sold monthly to adults, he added:
“Tndeed, then, we must prevent these mis-
puided ignoramuses from reading what
they please because they will only pass on
to the children the very simple ideas we
4ntellectuals abhor.”

Paul Witty, in his article “Reading the
Comics—OQpportunity or Threat?” which
appeared in National Parenl-Teacher
magazine for January, 1950, struck too at
‘adult responsibility. He touched on such
realistic problems as the evideht poor read-
ing ability of school children. The bold
print, simple language and scanty dialogue
of even ‘‘good” comics is no place to im-
prove this. Dr. Lawrence A. Averill of
State Teachers College, Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, warned the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science on
December 27, 1949, of dire effects to young
and old alike who lose themselves entirely
1n - substandard reading. The New York

Times reported his address:
FEBRUARY B, 1952

- "Fhese comics may be leading (s back
to the drawings of the caveman, reducing
our vocabulary to monosyllableg such as
‘Cof!’ and ‘Zowie!’ he said, but in many
cases they are no worse than the movles,
the radio nor the more sensational and
erotle literature of the day.”

S0 it would appear that If “Mickey
Mouse” has enemies who plot his ruin, they
are the adults that have had such a share
in degenerating popular reading habits in
this twentieth-century “comic book era®.
But let not parents worry about “Mickey”.
He can take care of himself, but even he
cannot help your children with the above
problems. World-wide, these are days of
violence, with political, social, economic
and religious turmoil just as forecast for
the “last days” of the old world. (Matthew
24) Adults are baptized in it in the news-
papers and other periodicals they read.
Children get it (along with their elders)
in the comic books. Writer Witty quoted
Norbert Mulhlen from Commentary, Jan-
uary, 1949, who said: “The real point
from comic book reading] is not that the
children will, tend to resort to wviolence
themselves; it is rather that they begin to
accept violence, when practiced by others,
as ‘normal’.” Just so did the “man in black"”
make them acecept immortal human souls
as ‘“normal’’!

For our protection the Bible foresaw the
crimes, ‘disobedience to parents,’” violence,
fierce disregard for goodness, pleasure
madness and false godliness of these times,
In defense we are told to keep our minds
on serious, righteous, lovable things of
virtue. No comic myth or board of reading
censors can secure this defense for your
children. Only you can do this, so, *“You,
fathers, do not be irritating your children,
but go on bringing them up in the disci-
pline and authoritative advice of Jehovah.”
—=2 Timothy 3:1-5; Philippians 4:8, 9;
Ephesians 6:4, New World Trans.
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Sectarian Bigotry Hard on “Brotherhood”

World Brotherhood Information Buredu

«. S0the New York Times declared on July 11,
1951, in a short article concerning formation
“of such an interfaith agency in Geneva. It was
mutually approved by Protestani, Roman
Catholic and Jewish leaders attending an in-
ternational conference in Hattenheim, Ger-
many. The three-day meeting was sponsored
by the Commission on Religious Organiza-
tions vf the World Brotherhood, and discussed
the beneflts of bringing different faiths togeth-
er to discuss their differences. To Americans
this has a familiar and friendly sound. In the
United States Catholic, Protestant and Jewish
leaders make frequent appearances together
in public and on radic and television; and it is
*faddish” to laud the blessings of interfaith
‘“brotherhood”. Why then are constructive re-
gults world-wide .so minor despite such talk?
Americans who might went an answer can
look to their northern and southern neighbors,
Catholic Queber and Catholic Mexico. Recent
reports betray how liitle regard some sec-
tarlans in those quarters have for the “hroth-
erhood” idea.

Priest Punished for Bumning Baptists’ Mail

% Clting an Associated Press dispatch, the
Chrigtian Science Monitor reports: “A Roman
Catholic pricst has been sentenced to pay a
fine of $100 -or serve a month in jail on a
charge of Interfering with mail addressed to
Baptists. The priest, Rev. J. Alfred Roy, plead-
ed guilty to the charge Sept. 7. [1951]1”
Teslie G. Barnhart, Baptist pastor, had com-
plained that mimeographed copies of sermons
failed to reach his congregation members for
whom they were intended. On August 8 a
postal inspector stated that the priest had
confessed to burning the sermons.

Mexico: Charge Protestants Are Communists

‘. The Christian Century of May 23, 1951, an-
nounced that the Roman Catholic propaganda
offensive in Mexico had launched an attack to
preve that Protestants were Comrnunists, Af-
ter an earlier, more subtle claim that Prot-
estants were simply as dangerous to true
Christlanity as were Communists, the noted
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American Protfestant publication said that the
new tactic was to portray communism and
Protestantisrn as synonymous. The magazine
continued: “No official pronouncement to this
effect has come from Roman church sources:
but especially in rural areas, where Catholic
propaganda is trying to create a Red scare,
the accusatlon is being spread by local church
leaders, both lay and clerical, Protestant lead-
ers believe that this tactic has a higher church
source and is part of a new policy against
Protestantism, adopied where religious intol-
erance as such fails to stir up the masses.”

“Deny Permit for-Mexican Chapel”

‘%> Under this title the same publication had
a month earlier, in its April 11, 1951, issue,
traced further the campaign of open dis-
crimination in Mexico. It was revealed that
the ministry of contro!, or state department,
had been upheld by the Mexican supreme
court in its denial of permission to open a
Protestant chapel in the village of Taber
nillas, Speaking of sources recommending the
denial, the report, in giving their reasons,
sounds an old refrain of totalitarian religious
states: . *“These recommended that permission
be denied on the grounds thaf the Evangelical
congregation was ‘just a minority’ in the town
and that the opening of a place of worship
for a ‘creed’ other than that of the majority
would ‘disturb the peace’. {(The Roman Cath-
olic majority in Tabernillas had threatened to
expel the Protestants from the town hy force
if the chapel were opened for public worship.)”

% Everywhere in Mexico Protestants are re-
poried stalemated by such legal red tape and
sectarian bigotry. Things have even graown
so desperate that when the mayor of Zapo-
titlan de Mendez, state of Puebla, sent police
o break up a mob that threatened a Protes-
tant prayer meeting -in a private home, he
found himself threatened by local Catholic
fanatics. This honest official had turned a deaf
ear to requests that Protestants be expelled

from the area. When the mobsters tried to

. carry out their wishes by force, the mayor had

them arrested and fined. The hoodlums de-
nounced the mayor before the state govern-
ment and tried to have him ousted.
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Why Does God Permit Wickedness?

AN is a reasoning creature. That is

why he asks: “Why does God permit
wickedness?” It is foolish to say, “If there
i8 @ God why does he permit wickedness?”
for common sense tells us that since every
effect has a competent cause, the marvel-
- ous universe must have an intelligent and
powerful Desigher and Creator,

Since Jehovah God is just and righteous
he could have no sympathy with wicked-
ness, could he? And since he is also al-
mighty, he could stop all wickedness at
once, could he not? (Deuteronomy 32:4;
Psalm 62:11) That is why g man of God
long ago asked: “O Jehovah . .. Thou that

art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and.

that canst not look on perverseness, where-
fore lookest thou upon them that deal
treacherously, and holdest thy peace when
the wicked swalloweth up the man that is
more righteous than he?"’—Habakkuk
1:12,13, Am. Stan. Ver.

One thing is certain. God cannot always
permit wickedness to continue, for to do
so would be to deny his supremacy and his
attributes, and he cannot deny himself.
{2 Timothy 2:13) In fact, he definitely as-
sures us that there will come a time when
all wickedness will be done away with.
See Psalm 72; Revelation 21:1-4.

Consistency requires that we conclude
that since Jehovah God has all knowledge
and is perfect in justice, he must have some
very good reasons for permitting wicked-
ness. And since he has given us His Word
for our instruction, we shouid expect to
find his reasons recorded therein. (2 Tim-
othy 3:15-17) Do we? Yes, we do. In brief,
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the’ Bible shows that God has permitted

- Wwickedness to continte for some six thou-

sand years because of the issue of his su-
premacy raised in connection with his crea-
tures’ keeping integrity. He stated as much
to Pharaoh, the Devil’'s chief representa.
tive in his day.—Exodus 9:16, An Amer.
Trans.; Proverbs 27:11.

Going back to man’s beginning we find
that God created man and woman and
placed them in a beautiful home, He there-
by being both their rightful Sovereign and
loving Benefactor. So that man might
show his complete submissiveness to his
Sovereign and his love and appreciation
to his Benefactor, and that for man’s own
good, Jehovah (God forbade eating the fruit
of one tree.—Genesis 2:16, 17.

In addition to providing for all of man’s
material heeds God also provided for man’s
instruction by means of a “covering
cherub” or guardian angel. However, this
guardian angel became ambitious to be
worshiped by others, selfishness corrupt-
ing his wisdom. (Ezekiel 28:11-19; Mat-
thew 4:8-10) By slandering God and repre-
senting himself as man’s benefactor, this
cherub induced Eve to disobey God's law
and to eat of the forbidden fruit. Why did
Eve choose to believe the word of the ser-
pent and risk losing everytlhing in the hope
of getting more? Because of lack of love
for God and lack of appreciation for what
God had given her. By also partaking of
the fruit,” Adam, who was not deceived,
showed that he preferred his wife to God.

Incidentally, this [ruit could not have
been the sex relationship. How could it be
when God expressly commanded them to
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he fruitful and fill the earth? Besides, God
gave the law to Adam while he was siill
alone and we read that Eve first ate of the
fruit. It was a literal fruit of a literal iTee,
slmilar to the other trees in tha zarden.
—Genesis 2:16, 17; 3:6.

Why did not God immediately destroy
that “covering cherub”, who by his rebel-
lion had made himself Satan, the Devil,
and Adam and Eve, and start afresh? Be-
cause by their rebellion these three im-
pugned the integrity of all of God’s crea-
tures and challenged God’s rightful sover-
eignty over them. Implicit also was the
question: Whose fault was it that Adam
and Eve had sinned? Had God created
them so that they could not resist tempta-
tion and then sentenced them to death for
yielding to it? That was Satan’'s conten-
tion. By permitting Adam and Eve to con-
tinue and bring forth children, and then
letting the Devil tempt these, the truth
could be demonstrated. If all of Adam’s off-
spring failed to keep integrity it would
prove that it was God's fault that man had
sinned. But if some resisted temptation
and kept integrity that would prove Adam
and Eve had only themselves to blame.

This i1s no fanciful philosophy but is
borne out by the Biblical account of Job.
The Devil accused integrity-keeping Job to
Jehovah, stating that Job was a merce-
nary hypocerite whorn the Devil could turn
away from Jehovah God. Confident of his
own suprernacy and of Job’s integrity, Je-
hovah gave the Devil free rein to proceed
against Job. The Devil robbed Job of his
children, of all his material possessions,
caused his wife and friends to turn against
him and finally struck him with a loath-
some disease. But through it all Job main-
tained integrity, proving the Devil a liar
and vindicating God’s supremacy. That
Job was no mere allegorical character is
clear from James’ reference to him. Note
also that the very fact that God pointed
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out Job’s uprightness to the Devil shows
that the issue of man's integrity was not
new then.—Job 1 and 2; James 5:11.

The most striking example of a crea-
ture’s maintaining integrity is that of
Christ Jesus. Jesus defeated Ssian's at-
tempts to break hig integrity by remalning
faithful to God in spite of al] that the Devil
brought against him and God defeated Sa-
tan’s attempt to destroy Jesus by raising
him from the dead.—Matthew 4:3-11; He.
brews 4:15; 12:2, 3; Revelation 1:17, 18.

Knowing that some of Adam’s offspring
would remain faithful under test in vindi-
cation of Jehovah’s supremacy Jehovah
provided to reward such with everlasting
life through the sacrificial death of his
Son, (Romans 6:23) Because of Jesus’
faithfulness God highly exalted him and
gave him the power and authority to act
both as the Executioner of all of God’s ene-
mies and as the Giver of life to obedient
men.—Esalms 2; 110; Matthew 28:18;
John 3:16, 35, 36.

Since God has permitted wickedness and
the Devil to continue only to settle the
question as to whether or not God could
have creatures remain faithful to him in
spite of all that the Devil could do, and
since that question has been answered in
the affirmative time and again from Abel
to our day, God's time to end wickedness
cannot be far off. In fact, Bible prophecy
shows it is very near —Matthew 24: Reve-
lation 11:15-18; 12:12; 16:14, 18.

Until his hour strikes for Christ Jesus
to go into action against all wickedness on
aarth, God is having the warning given.
This is therefore the time of God'’s patience
and all who love life will take advantage of
it by seeking Jehovah, meekness and right-
eousness, that they may be spared in the
day of God’s anger. All such may hope to
see the end of wickedness and the complete
triumph of righteousness.—Zephanish
2:1.3; 2 Peter 3:15; Revelation 18:4,
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The Press versus The Truth

CTOBER 1951 saw the press of the
OUnited States complaining of govern-
ment censorship. The president had issued
an executive order authorizing any govern-
ment agency, in the interest of national de-
fense, to withhold facts from the press.
From one end of the land to the other the
press evinced great solicitude for the peo-
ple’s getting the truth. It saw in this order
a challenge to freedom of the press and the
likelihood that information regarding cor-
ruption could be censored. The New York
Post of October 5, 1951, told of the efforts
of big democratic politicians to punish a
dertain newspaper reporter for the role he
played in exposing the corruption in the
San Francisco Bureau of Internal Revenue.

But just to what extent is the press of
the United States really concerned about
giving the people the truth? Said the editor
of the Jersey Times (February 26, 1949):
“Contrary to the belief of most people,
Americans are the most misinformed peo-
ple in the world. The unceasing daily flow
of half-truths, distortions, slanted news
stories, and down-right lies from hig-
business-controlled press and radio does
not enlighten. It serves only to confuse and
befuddle; foments unreasoning hysteria;
spreads baseless prejudices.” No wonder
that F. D. Roosevelt once complained
that “an amazing state of public misin-
formation exists in the United States”. Yes,
and as far back as 1807, Thomas Jefferson,
that ardent advocate of a free press, com-
plained to a friend that the newspapers
were so0 full of lies that the man who didn’t
read them was better informed than the
one who did! “The American people know
more things that are not true than any
other people on earth”.?

Some twenty-five to forty years ago
practically all the news that came out of
Mexico was pro-Catholie, pro-big business

FEBRUARY 8, 1952

and anti-Mexican government. Newspapers
were not interested in the affidavit of the
Mexican president’s widow showing that
the American ambassador aided and abet-
ted the assassins of President Madera and
his vice-president, Both big business and
the Catholic Church were interested in
having the United States annex Mexico,
but fortunately the American State De-
partment was not influenced to that extent
by press propaganda.?

Some twenty years ago the “Teapot
Dome" scandal was aired in Congress, re-
vealing that big oil interests bribed govern-
ment officials to get oil leases. The publish-
er of the Denver Post testified in Congress
that he blackmailed the oil men for ohe
million dollars to withhold the news, and
another publisher of five Midwest and
Western dailies testified that he received
$92,500 to keep the news out of his papers.
In spite of such shocking revelations many
of the nation’s foremost dailies long de-
clined to print the news, the New York
Times even referring to the investigators
as “scandalmongers and assassins of char-
acter”. Some of the leading dailies were
likewise most relyctant to expose the worst
example of judicial perfidy on record, that
of Justice Martin K. Manton, papal knight
of St. Gregory.®

About the same time, some twenty years
ago, the Federal Trade Commission issued
a seventy-two-volume report showing that
the National Electric Light Association
had poisoned the minds of Americans
against public ownership of utilities by a
$25-million annual advertising campaign,
Few papers resisted this advertising bribe
to influence their editorial policy.?

The news that U.S. readers received
from Spain during its civil war was for the
most part as biased as was the news from
Mexico some ten to twenty-five years be-
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fore, and for the same reasons. One report
tells of the publisher of a foremost U.S.
daily, whose news was pro-Franco, pro-
fessing a sense of relief that it was not
necessary for him to take sides.®

During this same time (1935-6) the Nye
senatorial committee uncovered a great
deal of damaging evidence regarding the
effect the loans the house of Morgan made
to the Allies had on U, 8. foreign policy,
causing Senator Nye to exclaim: “And so
into the war we went. Not to make the
world safe for democracy but to prevent a
panic,” The publie press iz the main played
down, distorted and ridiculed this news.*

sSonie ten years ago, in April 1941, Thur-
man Arnold, congressional investigator,
exposed a conspiracy between German In-
dustrialists and the Aluminum Corpora-
tion of America (ALCOA), whereby air-
plane production went up in Nazi Germany
and was kept down in England, France and
the United States. Not only was this news
played down and distorted where not en-
tirely suppressed, but the big papers pic-
tured the aluminum combine as a victim
of government persecution.*

Less than a year later, in February 1942,
the Truman senatorial report named Gen-
eral Motors among the corporations which,
for profit motives, had willfully sabotaged
the war effort for' eighteenn months. The
press not only played down the significance
of this news, but such channels as the New
York Times and Newsweek very consider-
ately failed to mention General Motors.®

In April 1945, Drew Pearson, Washing-
ton columnist, prepared copy showing that
the Canadian and British banking interests
were on such friendly terms with the Nazis
that the Nazi occupation authorities in
France decreed that their banks were not
to be considercd as enemy banks. Pearscn
also showed that a similar friendship ex-
isted between the Nazis and the Chase and
Morgan banks. He quoted a letter sent fo
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the Nazi banking czar, one Dr. Caesar,
from the house of Morgan, in which it made
a bid for Nazi friendship and business by
hoasting of its anti-Semitism; a letter
written more than a year after the United
States had declared war on Hitler. At the
suggestion of his syndicate, and at the in-
sistence of the banks involved, Pearson
kept this information out of his columns,
But a member of Congress got it into the
Congressional Record of May 1, 19452

The Reader’s Digest of April 1951 told
of two Midwestern dailies which revealed
that “some 50 editors and publishers of
Ilinois newspapers had been put on the
state payroll by the administration of the
former Governor Dwight Green, collecting
a total of $480,000 for ‘part-time’ jobs”,
while holding their own jobs, and who then

“‘printed only the best about Green”.

When the federal government instituted
antitrust proceedings against the A&P
grocery chain, about two years ago, that
chain countered with a huge antigovern-
ment propaganda advertising campaign
smearing the government lawyers, When
an Independent businessmen’s association
wanted to expose the falsehoods of this
campaign and support the government’s
side, the Washington, D.C., papers refused
their advertisements.

What is the remedy for the foregoing
described situation? None, humanly speak-
ing, it being but indicative of the attitude
of the people in general, a case of “Like
people, Iike press”, However, things will be
diiferent in the new world so near at hand,
for when God’s judgments are in the earth
the people will learn righteousness. (Isaiah
26:9) Many are learning today when Jeho-
vah’s judgments are being declared.

1. The People LDon't Know, George Seldes
2. You Can’t Priant That! George Seldes

3. Lords ¢f the Press, George Seldes

1. The Macts Are, Georpe Seldes
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Looking Back at 1941

@& We are far enough info 1952
to safely look back at 1951. It
was not a pood Year, but was
marked by uneasiness, dis-
agreement, non.eo-operation
and fear, Statesmen gleefully
scored points against each oth-
er rather 'than trying to get
together, Austerity increased
in Britain. Political corruption
was uncovered in the U. S, Nu-
merous ‘“local” wars occurred.
Inflation increased. Korean
peace talks began June 23 and
half a year later soldiers were
still dying. U. 5. casualfies in
Korea surpassed those of all
but three wars in history, the
Civil War and the {wo world

wars. At the vear's end a re-’

gpectable paper called the
U.N. a *“propaganda assem-
bly”. The world has been jit-
tery, unsettled, fearful. Even
the bright spot was a negative
.one: that there was no general
war, Discussing New Year'sg
festivities, the New York Times
said (1/1), *“There had been
little fo cheer In 1951 and the
year's sobering effect was writ-
ten @n rnost faces.”

Lovers of Money

& “America is awakening to
the biggest crime wave of all
{imes,” said one magazine re-

cently, A noted British paper -

called it, ‘The suddenly over-
powering stench of the Demo-
cratic stables.” “The successful
operation of democracy re-
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quires a moral tone that some
of our high officials simply do
not seem to understand,” said
the New York Times {(1/3).
=candal hunters find one de.
partment after another shot
through with crime and cor-

. ruption, as city. political ma-

chine technique has taken over
on the national level.

Wide publicity to U. 5. cor-
ruption does not mean that
such conditions do not exist
elsewhere where lack of free
criticism may hide it from pub-
lic view. Recently in Spain of-
ficial abuses and wastc of pub-
lic funds were charged by a
member of the National Coun-
cil of a Falange party, who
protested the “vanity” of Span-
ish offirials and their love for
money., Even from Red China
come the charges of '‘‘corrup-
tion, waste and bureaucra-
tism''.

In Priitain the Manchesfer
Guardian (12/20) called atten-
tion to individunl dishonesty
and showed that 2 per c¢ent of
sales, more than the amount
spent on advertising, poes to
pay for shoplifting and pilfer-
ing. It also said that £20 mil-
lion has been paid out by the
railways since the war’s end
for goods lost or stolen in trans-
it, and added, “There is evi-
dence that we are less honest
than we were before the war—
railway losses in 1938 were
less than one-scventh of what
they were last vear.” All this

fits the description given at
2 Timothy 3 (NW), which
marks the last days of Satan’s
corrupt world and the ap-

proach of the righteous new

world: “In the last days critical
times hard to deal with will be
here. For men will be lovera of
themselves, lovers of money.”

InAation—the Outlook

® “We don’t expect to have an
easy time in holding down in-
Aation in this coming year”
said [J. S. mobilization director
Charles Wilson (1/6).

‘This will also be true in Enp-
land, France and elsewhere,
Since 1950 British inflation has
exceeded the U. S, percentage,
and French inflation has more
than doubled it. Each month
the U, 5. spends %2 billion on
military supplies. Twenty bil-
fion spent since {he Korean if-
vaskion is about $13 for every
man, woman ahd child In the
country. A World War 11 bomb-
er (the B-29} cost $680,000, To-
day’s big B-36 costs $3,500,000.
since World War I1 the cost of
equipping an army infaniry
division has increased from $19
million to $91 million, the cost
of an armared division jumped
from $40 million to $293 mil-
lion. Continuing these expendi-
tures for two or three more
years, as planned, will add tre-
mendous additional pressures
{o present infiation.

China’s RRed Rellgion

4> Implanted deep in man is
the desire o worship a higher
power, It is not accidental, but
was put there by the Creator,
and jt should properly be di-
rected to Him. Even godless
Communists are direcied to
worship, to worship their lead-
ers and their system:; and com-
munism has become a huge
Red religlon. Do you doubt
this? Then note the attitude
of People’s China (11/1), an
English-language Communist
magazine published in Peking.
As though he were a great
spiritual leader to provide sal-
vation, it asks concerning the
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recently published Selected
Works of Mao Tee-ting, “Didn’t
we overthrow the Kuomintang
once we learned the teachings
'pf Comrade Mao? . . . The
writings of Chairman Mao are
Hke a key. They are the key
which eayed us by opening the
door of the prison that was
Old China. We must master
them.” This new Communist
religion is a religion of
Denunclation is, one Chmese
paper said, a ar:mred duty of
the Chinese citizen. An inqulsi-
tion is under way, an inquisi-
tion designed to force the new
Red rellgion onto the people
of China.

Paganiam at Christmastime

& Even In February it is not
too late to do a little reflecting
gbout Christmas. It is true that
American Catholics were told
by Our Bunday Visitor
(12/3/50), *“When we think of
Santa Claus, we can remember
... that he was a holy man, a
Bishop of the Catholic Church.”
But it is also true that with
Church approval a troupe of
boys and girls carried an
8-foot straw-fllled effigy of
Pére Noél, the French San-
ta Claus, through the streets
of Dijon, France, just before
Christrnas this year, then hung
it on the cathedral fence and
burned it. Over t they posted
this notlce: “This is not a
sporting boast nor a publicity
stunt, but a loud and strong
protest against a lie which is
incapable of awakening reli-
gious sentiment in children
. « » Pére Noél is the son of
minds empty of God.” Timse
magazine reported (1/7) that
the archbishop of Paris ap-
proved, saying, “The Christian
significance of Christmas is
debased by this legend [of San-
ta Claus] originating in the
dense Saxon forests.” It is
good to see eyes awakening to
the paganism that surrounds
the Christmas ceremony. Ac-
tually, the extent of its pagan
background condemns the en-

tire practice.
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Catholics. Plan Bible Reading

& A high-powered campaign is
proposed for a Roman Catholic
Bible Week in the U. S., Febru-
ary 10-16. Posters, sermon out-
IInes and a radio campalgn are
planned to help encourage Ro-
man Catholic laity to read the
BEible. Although the Church has
officially sdnctioned Bible read-
Ing, in actual practice many
Latholics show fear and ex-
treme hesitation at looking in-
to 1tg pages. It will be interest-
ing to note the resultg of thlas
campaign, to see whether Ca-
tholicism has been forced into
an actual back-to-the-Bible
movement or whether this is
just an attempt to refute Prot-
estant criticism.

News Curbs

& Restricted news 18 often dis-
honest because the restrictions
withhold important informa-
tton from the people. At the
year's end the Associated Press
reported that Russia, Red
China and the satellite coun-
tries practiced rigid censor-
ships; that the situation In the
Dominican Republic “is not
propitioua for freedom of the
press’’; that lmitations exist
in Colombia and Peru. In other
countrles a foreign reporter
can be expelled, a citizen im-
prisoned, for unfavorable news
reports. Comparative freedom
exists (with Spain as the ex-
ception) In Western Europe,
Scandinavia, the United States
and the British Common-
wealth. Restrictions are being
eased in many places, but it is
still difcult to learn what is
actually going on In many
countries.

Superstorm

& From December to' March
two to four storms daily whip
over the North Atlantic. Many
are merely minor annoyances,
but one thal crashed down on
shipping and Europe (12/29 to
1/1) will probably become leg-
endary. Sixty-foot waves
pounded southern England.
The “Queen Mary"' was T2

hours late, A freighter was laft
high  and dry on a Seottish
beach. A Spanish vessel went
down. A Norwegian tanker
broke in two off the Spanish
coast., The 6,T00-ton Isbrandt-
gen line freighter “Flying En-
terprise” took water, devel
oped a 66-degree list, and was
abandoned by all except the
captain, who, after a two-week
fight, saw it finally sink near
England (1/10).

The Great Killer

& During this month (Fehru-
ary) the total traffic deaths in
the U.S. will probably pass
1,004,000,- the number that
have died in its 176 years pf
wars, mcluding the present
Korean conflict. Some of thése
were probably genuine acci-
dents, not perschal or mechan-
ical faflures, but many could
have been avoided. Unlike
wars, Individuals are respon-
gsible for automobile deaths,
Remember, with careful driv-
ing at sane speeds your trans-
portation could be a blessing
instead of a curse.

An Ahominable Story

@ Competing for fame with -
sea monsters and flylng sau-
cers is the rebirth in Britain of
the “abominable snowmen”

legend. It happened thls way:

Ertc Shipton, an explorer, sent
The Times of London an ac-
count of some large tracks he
found in the snow on Mount
Everest. Some sclentists sug-
gested they were made by a
large langur monkey or Hima-
layan bear. However, the pos-
sibility of a fantastic story was
not to be ruined by a logical
explanation, so papers revived

~ the tales of *abominable snow-

men”, filve foot six, walking
like men, having hideous ape-
like bodies, and llving on “ice
worms”, yaks, humans and
other abominable snowmen.
Even their feet are supposed to
be wom backward for easy
mountain climbing. Apparent-
ly the story is more abomi-
nable than the snowmen,
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Baboonas, Alrplanes, Rainbirds

& Pity the poor alrmen whose
2th-century jeis and trans-
ports are being blocked by
baboons in Rhodesia. Near Vic-
torla Falls modern clvilization
cleared away 430 acres for
Livingstone airport. Apparent-
ly the baboons liked the idea.
They streamed out of the for-
est, got in the way of oncom-
ing planes and littered run-
ways with sticks and rubbish.
Driven away by jeep-riding
gunmen who fired over their
heads, the baboons returned at
night. Flare lamps were in-
stalled to scare them off, but,
thinking these were forest
flres, they attacked, smashing
the lamps with sticks, stones
and hairy fists. A $12,000 elec-
trified fence was installed, but
it offered no protection from
hundreds of storklike rain-
hirda that then showed up.
This 20th-century airport was
sti]l plagued. by creatures who
knew Africa long before mod-

ermn. man's alrplanes Invaded
their sanctuaries.

Rocent Disasters

& Among the more dismal
iterns in recent news was the
disastrous preholiday coal
mine blast at West Frankfort,
Hlinois (12/21), in which 119
died. Inspection showed match-
es and cigarettes in the shafts
in definite wiclation of strict
no-smoking safety rules, Then
a disastrous filre in Tijuana,
Mexlco (12/22), took the lives
of at least 28, mostly scream-
ing women and children. About
100 were injured and many
more escaped. The flame was
started by a Christmas tree at
a charity party. At least 60 per-
sons were kKilled by an earth-
quake in eastern Turkey (1/3).

An epidemic of cerebrospinal

meningitis is sweeping parts:

of Africa, where 51,296 cases
and 6,877 deaths were reported
in slx months. It began In Da-

homey, Nigeria, and has apread
to numeroue other African
cotintries.

The World-—Why So Dismal ?

@ Looking at world news is
not a particularly happifying
prospect. Some persons choose
to ignore it entirely because
they feel they cannot remedy
conditions and the news only
depresses them. This, however,
is not true. Christ pointed
to these conditions as being
part of the sign of the estab-
lishment of his kinpdormn and
the time when Satan would
do his utmost to turn all man-
kind into the world’s worst
time of trouble. (Matthew 24;
Revelation 12:12) Examine the
facts from both the Bible and
current events to see that
Christ's predictions are now
coming true, Only in that way
can you gain life under the
righteous conditlons of God's

kingdom and its new world.
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Jehovah's Witnesses, Communists or Christians?

HAT question has been raised recently because of false charges by misin-

formed persons. But if Communists, then why outlawed in Russia? Why
the bitter persecution of them in countries behind the Iron Curtain? These
things prove quite the contrary. Also, official investigations by the American
government have proved that there is no link between Jehovah's witnesses and
Communists and these clear them of the false charge, Publications of the Wit-
nesses from 1879 onward have ¢éontained warnings against communism. This in-
formation, proved in detail, is found in the handy 6-page tract entitled “Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, Communists or Christians?"’ The tract may be used with tell-
ing effect to remove all doubt and it will prove false those making the unfound-
ed charge. You may obtain 2507of these tracts for only 25c,
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WATCHTOWER

117 ADAMS ST,

BROOEKLYNI1, NY.

Please send me 250 coples of the tract Jshovak's Wilnesses, Communisfs or Christians? I am enclosing 23c.
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(What J(el[qion Us g_ood for Me?

HROUGHOUT the earth today religion is under scrutiny. People

are becoming aware of the fact that there are hundreds of reli-
gions and:are asking questions as to their merits. Is it enough for
one to stick to “mother’s religion’ or to “father's”? What will one
do if father-and-mother have different religious convictions, or none?
Or should each one choose his own religion and so determine what is
good for himself? Certainly it is a problem thw deserves the most
careful consideration,

A comprehensive view of the world's outstanding religions is straightfor-
wardly set out in the 352-page book What Has Religion Done for Mankind?
Objectively and impartially the major religions of the world are brought 1ip for
review, Their teachings and practices are analyzed and measured from a histor-
ical, moral and social standpoint. But the book does not leave you in a confused
state of mind. It helps you to see what religion is good for you and your loved
ones. For your lasting welfare you need the book What Has Religion Done for
Mankind? This 352-page book, durably bound and stamped in gold, is illus-
irated and provided with convenient subject and Scripture indexes. Your copy
will be mailed to you, anywhere, on a contribution of only 50c,
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WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS ST. BROOKLYNT1 N.Y.

Please send me a copy of the hack What Has Religion Done for Mankind? Enclosed fAnd 50¢ to help defray

the cost of printing.



