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WAKE/

“Now it is high time to awake.—Romans 13:1/

Volume XX XII

Brookiyn, M. Y., Decernber 22, 1951

Numbar 24

‘PEACE ON EARTH’
—a Shopworn Slogan

HANGING weather declares the sea-

-aons to man. But he can note them by
other means as well. Popular custom has
made certain slogans as seasonal as vari.
ous types of clothing. Their appearance at
once announces the season to which they
belong. But beware that you do not lose
the value of lofty principles because the
world parrots them according to season
rather than in sincerity and conviction.

In just this way has December become

the month for reciting the Bible verse at
Luke 2:14. All have seen it blazoned across
newspaper heads on Christmas morning,
or posted on billboards, in shop windows,
in front of churches, etc. The rendering
generally used is from the common Au-
thorized or King James Version, whijch
reads: “Glory to God in the highesi, and
on earth peace, good will toward men,”
But the text is shuffled in with a host of
other December customs. With December
comes the “Christmas rush”. Everywhere,
the spirit of giving is stressed. Mother, fa-
ther, sister, brother, husband, wife, sweet-
heart, aunt, uncle, cousin or just neighbor
—a]l should be remembered. But is the
great spirit of generosity the motivating
force behind all of this? Oh, no! Notice
that it is the large commercial interests
that promote such *“Christmas spirit”, and
that a substantial rise in prices accompa-
nies the rush season. Even shop owners
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who do not believe in Christ find window
wreaths, trees and greeting cards all “good
business®,

The charitable apirit is everywhere, jam-
ming the streets with contribution drums,
tingling bells and Santa Clauses by the
dozen. But charity drives must be man-
aged. And, alas, there are 80 many man-
agers that by the time each has had his

turn at a share of public contributions,

there is little left for the alleged benefici-
aries—barely enough for a few newspaper
pictures to be taken of one or two receiv-
ing the handout.

Still the spirit of generosity rages on.
There is no time like Christmas time to
adopt an orphan if you are ever going to.
The presideat of the nation will probably
set & national example for good works by
pardoning a host of convicted crlininals,
Perhaps readers will recall how this pres.
idential privilege was exercised by Presi-
dent Truman on December 23, 1946, the
day he rejected a plea for blanket amnesty
to American men of Jehovah’s withesses

" who had been convicted for conscientious

refusal to participate in military service
during the war; but, in sweeping fashion,
granted such amnesty to one million Nazls
in the American zone of Germany.
“Merry Christrmas” parties often con-
tribute an odious note, shattering the
holiday quiet and adding widespreed
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drunkenness to the scene. Afterward, the
merrymakers, feeling somewhat worse,
have difficulty recalling just what they
were supposed 1o be celebrating.

In such an atmosphere it is not difficult
to see why catchy slogans are not long
remembered; how they are packed away
with the ormaments and kept in moth-
balls for anather year. For so long has the
world been reciting ‘peace on earth, good
will toward men’ during the Christmas
season, the slogan has come to be treated
like any other part of the season’s trap-
pings. It is placed in the same category
with rising prices, gift-giving, orphan
adopting, charity drives and presidential
pardons. It comes and goes—like the buds
of spring and the falling leaves of October.
Nearly always, when the season rolls
around, war darkens some part of the
earth, But this Bible text makes good poet-
ic material for political addresses and
religious sermons. It would be a good idea,
they think. So they keep quoting it, over
and over again; and finally everyone for-
gets it is supposed to ever have a literal
fudfillment.

Is it any wonder, then, how lackadaisi-
cally the average citizen treats the Bible?
Think of the example set for him by na-
tional leaders. International and national
politicians will spend months spouting in-
vectives at each other over conference
tables, in Congress, or through press or
radio. Then suddenly they note the calern-
dar, jump up, shake hands all around, dis-
patch formal wishes of ‘‘Merry Christmas”
to everyone, even the dourest foes, Then
they rush off for a few public appearances
where they may quote from the Bible,
and a week end off before returning fo get
the buried hatchets and start all over.

Prominent ficures will pose, smiling, for
the press, and contribute what they fancy
to be a very optimistic quotation on how
things are locking brighter and if every-
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one continues co-cperating all will get
ateadily better. But the flash bulbg have
scarcely faded out before the smile is
dropped and its temporary owner ducks
quickly back into his lair where he is work-
ing overtime for the very reason that
things are looking ever darker, no one is
co-cperating and all is getting steadily
worse!

But God is not to be mocked! {Galatians
6:7, New World Trans.) The speech of
fools who misapply his Word may try to do
so, but in vain. It only proves that those
who quote and kiss the Bible in publie can
be its greatest foes. Certainly there can be
o godly peace for them.

And that is just what the Bible means.

- Modern translations show that Luke 2:14

promises peace only for those in harmony
with' God's will, as when the American
Standard Version states: “peace among
men in whom he is well pleased.” Similar
renderings by the New World, Moffatt,
Goodspeed and other tfansfations show
their agreement, as does the translation
in the Catholic Douay Version.

Nor does God depend on defiant men
who misapply his Word to bring peace to
the earth. Why, if not to do this through
his kingdom, did Jehovah God anoint
Jesus Christ for new world kingship?
Jesus knew this, so instructed his disciples
to pray for such kingdom in his model
prayer found in Matthew, chapter six. This
agency is God’s means of achieving peace
for our earth.

It is not the sign of optimism to seek the
success of organizations that have made
shopworn slogans ¢f Bible texts. Rather,
note those who believe the Bible and pro-
claim to others the Kingdom hope it re-
veals. Behold their optimism for a new
world where “righteousness is to dwell”,
What joyous proof that God can and will
bring righteousness to all the earth are
those who now dwell in peace with him!

AWARKE!



ENSORSHIFP is not

new. As an office it
harks back to at least
the fifth century B.C. Ac-
cording to authorities it
began in ancient Rome
and it was considered the crowning of a
political career. In those days the censor-
ing was done by two officers who had
among their duties the registration of all
citizens, the assessment of taxes and the
publishing of edicts establishing the moral
code. They could deprive a senator of his
seat, a citizen of his citizenship and a
knight of his horse.

“Censorship in modern practice,” says
the Encyclopedia Britannica, “may gener-
~ally be defined as action taken by any
governing authority to prevent the dis-
semination of false statements, inconven-
ient facts or displeasing opinions among
the governed.”

Today, in the United States, there is cen-
sorship of the press, of the radio, of the
maijls and of the movies. Movies seem to
have been particularly vulnerable to censor-
ship, both by official and by self-constitiuted
censors, their censorship getting its
start in Chicago, Illinois, back in 1907. At
present the movie industry provides self-
censorship by means of the Production
Code which is now ‘‘under the rigorous in-
terpretation of Joseph I. Breen, & lay rep-
resentative of the Catholic Church, who
administers it according to the narrowest
standards of this religious group”,

All moving pictures produced outside
of the United States must pass the federal
censor to gain entrance. On a lower level
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(7 Self-constituted Guardians

by Ojﬁcm[ and

of Public Wara[s

we have state boards for passing on pie-
tures, in seven states, and some 100 cities
have their own boards. In additiod to these
there are the self-constituted censors, such
as the powerful Catholic Legion of De-
cency, and ten or more other national or-
ganizations, representing the viewpoints
of Protestants, women'’s clubs, ete.

To what extent is all this censorship

‘exercised in the interest of public rorals,

and to what extent does it merely serve to
prevent dissemination of “inconvenient
facts” and “displeasing opinions” ? Judging
by the results, one is reminded of what the
Encyclopedia Britannica once had to say
(1890) regarding the Spanish Inquisition:
“Though in theory, the church was as
anxious for the moral purity as for the
right faith of her members, the moral
questions were presently eclipsed by the
dogmatic; the church discipline judged
conduct lightly, while it controlled opinion
with an iron hand.”

City Censorship

Memphis, Tennessee, has the most no-
torious movie censorship in the land, it
going so far as to ban not only all pictures
containing “inconvenient facts” regardung
the race questions but even such epics as
“The King of Kings”, In Chicago, Illinois,
crime pictures may not have a Chicago
locale, police may not be shown as being
corrupt or brutal.
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In 1948 the clergy of Sioux Center,
Iowa, led a battle against the movies and
won a plebiscite, banning them entirely.
However, shortly thereafter a new councit
was elected which had other ideas, and
it continued the license of the city’s lone
movie house.

Some cities take their orders directly
from the Catholic Legion of Decerncy,
among which may be listed New York
city, Albany, New York, and Providence,
Rhode Island; the spokesman for the latter
city’s Bureau of Police and Fire, which
censors the movies there, stating: “If the
[Catholic] Legion of Decency condemns a
plcture, we’'ll condemn it. We go along with
the legion and will continue to go along
with it.” Incidentally, Rhode Island, which
is mostly the city of Providence, is the only
state in the United States that is more
than 50 per cent Roman Catholic.

Hollywood Censorship

Spokesmen for the movie industry pro-
fess concern at the increase of movie cen-
gorship, but when we examine its own
methods of censorship we wonder which
is worse. Take the character of Richelieu,
for instance. Anyone familiar with history
knows full well that that illustrious, vil-
lainous, cunning, wholesale plotter of in-
trigue and war, who served as France’s
chief minister during the reign of Louis
X111, early in the seventeenth century, was
a cardinal. Hollywood, however, unfrocked
him, for in its code cardinals are very
pious gentlemen. The result was, as one
critic put it: “Were it not for his doublet
and hose, you could hardly tell him from
the standard Hollywood version of a fifth
columnist or a crooked used-car dealer.”

Another case in point was the picture
of the life of Juarez, whom many Mexicans
consider their foremost patriot. Juarez
wapged a bitter fight against clericalism,
caused the adoption of the famous anti-
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clerieal Constitution of 1857, and in 1859
isgued the Reform laws which completely
nationalized and secularized the Roman
Catholic Church in that land. Yet when
Hollywood made a movie of his life, his
chief objectives and victories were cén-
sored. Why? “Inconvenient facts”? Incon-
venient for whom?

Another case in point is the picture
“The Bicycle .Thief”, This Italian-made
picture was acclaimed by the National
Board of Review as the best picture of
the year (1949); it received a special
Academy Award, as well as the New York -
Film Critic’s prize for 1949, and was gen-
erally considered as one of the finest pic-
tures ever made. And yet, according to
Life magazine, the Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America made itself ridiculous
by refusing to give the picture a certificate
of approval. Can it be that Catholic op-
position to this picture, as evinced by a
band of Knights of Columbus marching on
a neighborhood theater and threatening
boycott unless the picture were at once
removed, had something to do with the
Hollywood movie industry’s making itself
appear ridiculous?

Direct Catholic Pressure

An outstanding examptie of self-
constituted censorship of the movies was
the banning of the film *“The Miracle”, in
the spring of 1951. The Vatican had seen
nothing amiss in this story of a simple-
minded girl who became an unwed mother,
nor did the U, 8, censors who authorized
its importation, nor the New York State
Board. Surely that should have been
enough. But was it? No. The Catholic Le-
gion of Decency opposed it and so Catholic
Action went to work, from Cardinal Spell-
man down 1o the Catholic war veteran.

All of a sudden the city commissioner of
licenses found the picture “personally and
officially offensive”; the fire department

AWAKE!



professed to find violations: the theater
was flned $100 for permitting standees.
Bomb threats and scares tried to disrupt
the showings, while an unusually large
and violent number of pickets insulted
those who wanted to see the plcture, re-
sulting in a number of clashes and arrests.
The state board, after twice licensing the
picture, revoked its license; and the appel-
late court hid behind a 1915 statute which
held that moving pictures, being entertain.
ment, were not to benefit from the guaran-
tees of the First Amendment to the Consti-
tution, thereby ignoring a contrary 19350
verdict of the Supreme Court.

- The New York Film Critics had planned
on using the Music Hall of Radio City to
award a prize to this bitterly opposed film,
but in vlew of the threat of permanent boy-
cott of the place by Catholics the cere-
monies were held in the swanky Rainbow
Room of Radio City. Seemingly the censor-
ship of Catholic Action applies only to the
common herd; the elite are exempt. This,
incidentally, is clearly demonstrated in
Spain, where liberal and radical plays can
be produced if the audience is limited to
the upper classes. There it is “poison” to
tell the common people that “a Christian
is not superior fo a Jew”,

To present an impartial picture regard-
ing censorship of the movies by self-
constituted guardians, there must also be
included the attack made by Jews on
“Qliver Twist”. The villain in this picture,
one Fagin, a Jew, aroused such a storm
that the film was delayed for two years,
and American audiences (it was made in
Britain) were able to see it only after
eleven minutes of it had been deleted.

To people who cherish freedom there is
something rather disquieting about the use
of censorship powers by the self-constituted
guardians of public morals, and es-
‘pecially so in vlew of the fact, as shown
in American Freedom and Catholic Power,
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that the majority of fllms condemned In
part were found objectionable because of
dogma rather than morals (clearly indicat-
ing the purpose behind movie censorship).
That this opinion is shared not only by
non-Catholic Americans was very apparent
at the time of The Miracle episode, when
clergymen of all faiths, Catholic included,
protested against the ban.

That not all Catholics support such un-
American censorship can be seen from the
following, Allen Tate, noted Catholic his-
torian and author, writing in the New York
Times, stated: “Is there any institution
in the United States, civil or religious,
which has the legitimate authority to sups
press books and motion pictures, however
disagreeable they may be to certain per-
sons on theological grounds? In my epinton
there is no such institution under a system
that separates Church and State. ... It is
a usurpation of the secular power if the
Church tries to implement its rellgious
authority with civil force.” And a Notre
Dame professor writes: “The pattern of
these campaigns has shocked thousands
of non-Catholic Americans, and this shock
is shared by many Ioyal Catholies. ... We
are profoundly disturbed to see certain of
our coreligionists embark upon crusades
which we feel can result only in great
harm to the cause of religion, of art, and
of intelligence’—W. P. Clancy, in the
Commonweal, a Catholic jourmal.

Above all, such censorship violates the
principles of Christianity. Trying to pre-
vent your heighbor from seeing a film he
would enjoy just because you do not like
it can hardly be termed loving him as your-
self, neither is it treating him as youwould
want him to treat you. Besides, not reg-
ulating the morals of others, but witness-
ing, preaching the good news of God's
kingdom is Christ’'s commission to his fol-
lowers.—Matthew 7:12; 22:39; 24:14;
28:19, 20; Acts 1:8,
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IME has heen leading man-

kind a merry chase for a
long, long while, Undoubtedly,
during most qf the race Time
has kept well ahead of its pur-
suers. Aside from telling the
hour, man’s timepieces for
generations gave him little more than
approximations, when it came to the ex-
act minute. Today’s busy, train-and-plane-
catching world could not be easily placated
with such goings on as that. And radio sta-

——

tions must know even the precise second

for timing their programs,

Even the rotation of mother earth with
its ever so slight variation, though ever
the standard medium for time calculation,
is no longer accurate enough to fully sat-
isfy the modern age, The U. S. Bureau of
Standards maintains an electrically driven
clock controlled by the movernent of atoms
in ammonia molecules, and is comparable
to clocks in the Bell telephone laboratories,
Murray Hill, New Jersey, and the U, S.
Naval Observatory. Though such timers
operate independent of astronomical cal-
culations, they are periodically checked
with these. Since the latter depend upon
the rotation of the earth, the great bali
we lve on can still be considered our
basic clock. Its accuracy is estimated at
within one part in thirty million; while the
Bureau of Standards’ clock is calculated
to have a constancy better than one part
in 20,000,000, and is rated as potentially
accurate to within one part in 10,000,000,-
000. Accurate timing should result.

On the face of the great earth clock there
is a bump near the spot known as Washing-
ton, D. C. On clear nights an astronomer
from the U, 8. Naval Observatory peers
off into the great universal ‘“‘works” and
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by means of precision instruments caleu-
lates the exact time the earth passes under
a certain star. The following night like cal-
culations are taken when the star is again
passed. The resulting interval is, of course,
one day reckoned according to star or si-
dereal time.

Ancienils Used the Same “Clock”

The ancients were smart enough to ree-
ognize earth’s value as a timekeeper as
well, though their instruments for cal-
culation may have been a bit more crude.
An ancient Egyptian observer and his as-

~ sistant would sit some distance apart, but

on the same meridian, on an elevated roof
top. The observer would sight a rising star
'through the forked top of a palm leaf, and
in his otherhand, line up the star with the
top of a plumb line. Just ahove the weight
the line was allowed to dissect part of the
head of the assistant. When, by following
the star, the line dissected the exact
crown Of the assistant's head, the star
was sald to be in culmination, cross-
ing the observer’s meridian, The primitive
device used was called a merkhet, meaning
“instrument for knowing’, in this case,
for knowing the hour. Hence this might
be the earliest known word for “clock™.

It is presumed that the Egyptians also
utilized an early timepiece to mark the
time for them they so carefully figured.
This is thought to have been a water clock,
an instrument termed by the Greeks a
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clepeydra, or “water stealer”. An early this induced inventors to be very mod-

exgmple known is otie made for Amen-

hotep I around 1550 B.C. This clock was
fitted with little statuette figures that
made appearanhces at the proper intervais
and indicated the hour. Since no mechan-
ism was then known in the form of cog-.
wheels and gears, these figures probably
were on floats that moved up and down
with the water level. The Greeks timed
their long-winded orators with a clep-
sydra, and, on one occasion, Martial, a
Latin poet, capitalized on this fact to jibe
one particularly wordy speaker who took
frequent drinks of water during his
speeches. How much more relieving to both
himself and his Iisteners, the poet ob-
served, if, instead of from his cup, he would
drink from the clepsydra!

Then there were sand clocks,” These
were an improvement in that, whereas wa-
ter changes In rate of flow with a change in
depth, sand does not. Variations like the
hourglass or the three- or four-minute
glasses used in cooking eggs are most well
known now., Some say the Chinese timed
their days with a smoldering rope of punk-
lJike material, and an age-0ld means of
calculation hinged upon the consumption
of glven amounts of oil by lamps. Alfred
the Great of England divided his day into
six 4-hour periods by the burning of can-
dles, requiring four hours each. The re-
nowned sundial, still prominent as yard dee-
oration, consisted of an elevated rod in the
center of its dial which was parallel with
the earth's polar axis. This was called the

style. The face or dial could be in any po-

gition so long as it could catch the sun’s
rays, The style’s shadow would then shade
the hours as the day progressed.

Clockmuakers Contend with the Devil
The gpirit of the Dark Ages draped

Europe under a veil that branded virtu-

ally all progress as of the Devil. Perhaps
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eft in taking credit for their accomplish-
ments. At any rate, the exact origin of
our more modern orthodox timepieces is
veTy vague., Weight-driven clocks seem to
have appeared suddenly in advanced stag-
es 0of design around the close of the thir-
teenth century. Prominent among those
credited with this invention was a French
Benedictine monk of the tenth century,
named Gerbert. In his time he is said to
have set up an intricate timepiece at
Magdeburg, but another monk of the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries declared
it was so complicated that only the Devil
could have assisted in its construction.

However, by the year 1500 most per-
softs had dismissed the notion that the
Devil was at the bottom of everything
progressive, allowing inventors to crawl
out from their holes and work publicly
without fear of the gallows or headsman's
ax! Even before that the magnificent
clock associated with the Wells Cathedral
had been completed in England {about
1392). It struck hours and quarters and
its dial gave hours and minutes and the
age and aspects of the moon. It was still
in running and striking order right into our
generation. By 1550 clockmaking attained
much importance, and by 1600 the bitterest
of the diehards acknowledged that the
clock was here to stay, Advancement went
on (0 the pendulum, the coiled spring and
today's fine electrie varieties,

_sSoon the public demanded more than
simply timekeeping from its clocks. To
satisfy the demand, artificers adorned their
clocks with pictures or models of rocking
ships, turning waterwheels, windmills, ete.
Many clocks were encased in the tower of
models of churches or cathedrals. On ex-
hibit in 1949 in Heidelberg, Germany, a
twelve-foat-high clock marked each minute
with a deep gong and through the carved
figures of a child, youth, aduilt, and aged
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man, announced the quarter hours. Every

sixty minutes a skeleton declared the pre-
vious hour dead. In a collection of old clocks
in New York there was found a 100-year-old
time-teller in the form of a gruesome stat-
ue of an Oriental warrior. Heads of Chi-
nese gods were displayed on its armored
chest in place of numerals to represent the
hours. On the hour, the eyes and teeth
light up. This may fit in a museum but it
18 not recommended to entice guesis Into
your dining room—especially if you dine
by candlelight! Woman's world of fashion
has done its bit by installing tiny watch-
works in rings, bracelets and brooches,
and even In the end of a lipstick holder.

Alarms and Accessories

The next time you feel like throwing
your clanging alarm clock out the window
on an early morning, try to remember that
it only records the time, it does not make it.
Anyway, the American alarm clock, chief-
ly through the exploits of Westclox’s “Big"”
and “Baby Bens”, has proved quite durable
under nearly all circumstances, They have
survived airplane crashes, hurricanes,
trips through' washing machines, and, in
1940, one even went “down with the ship”
when all hands were lost on a Lake Mich-
igan freighter. Later the clock was recov-
ered, firmly encased in a cake of ice, When
thawed out, it at once resumed ticking
operations! Primitive natives have taken
" to such clocks with great glee. A native
king In Siam was buried with one; and
some African witch doctors are known to
carry them in their paraphernalia.

The angr'y awakener may take solace in
the fact that clock manufacturers have
long sought desirable substitutes for the
brassy bang alarm. Enterprising inventors
have come up with attachments for pulling
away the sleeping one’s covers instead or
for tickling his face with silken threads.
Another well-meant suggestion offered a
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hinged bed that, by communication from
the clock, would dump its occupant on the
floor. In a far more considerate line, one
1906 patent provided for a mechanism to
brew a cup of steaming-hot coffee, ring a
gahg when ready, and swing the prepared
potion around under the nose of its proud
owner. Modern pleasantries include clocks
that turn on the radio at your favorite
station and fill the boudoir with music.

This introduces the marvel of electric
clocks and the array of special switches
that have been provided for them to turn
on lights, radio, shower baths, open garage
doors, sound the dinner bell, ete. A model
now exists that sets off the alarm when
room temperature reaches an unsafe level,
thus acting as an automatic fire alarm. In-
habitants of such clock-run residences
must toe the mark to carry on their ac-
tivities on time to correspond with the
clocks. A citizen of Minneanolis mentioned
in the Saturday Evening Post of Decem-
ber 9, 1950, subdued his dog to such a
“dog’s life” as well. A clock opened the
dog’s house door at six each morning. Fur-
thermore, a microphone attachment re-
acted to any barking by the dog during the
night, causing the apparatus to answer the
surprised canine with a stream of water In
his face!

Until electricity entered, man’s long rec-
ord of timekeeping followed ever gimllar
lines, first marking time by letting out
sand or water, then by easing away a
coiled spring. Now an evermore precision-
demanding age has developed atomic
clocks. Yet the most shrewd inventor can-
not trap time, but only clock it. Man
might long for more hours to the day or an
e¢ighth day to the week, but he must wait
yet a bit for a new system of things that
will not be forced to crowd so much living
into so limited & period of time, Then life
warth living will depend upon worthiness
rather than time.
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What animals mada up the ark's
“Zoo's Who'?

ITH unwarranted pride, dis-

tinguished American families
frequently point to an ancestor
who arrived in this country aboard
the ‘“Mayflower”. But the ‘May-
flower's” conitibution o human
genealogy is fragmentary when
compared with the cruise of Noah’s
.ark. All present earthly life can
attribute its existence to this latter
vessel’s one voyage, ypon the crest
of a global flood washing out an en-
tire world in the year 2370 B.C.

Thanks to the devastating theory
of evolution and the taunts and
scorn of higher crities, multitudes
have lost faith in the clear record
of the flood found in the Bible book
of Genesis, chapters seven and
eight. Popular objections to the
flood link in with penetics, the study

of heredity recently treated in these

columns. Because facts relative to
this science, founded on the now-
recognized principles first taught
by Gregor Mende), provide the basis
for answering such objections, they
are here considered.

In contrast with the idea of spe-
cial ereation, evolution holds that
the discontinuities between life
kinds rose gradually. Modern expo-
nents of the theory claim that if all
life ever in eXistence could be as-
sembled, it would illustrate this by
“furnishing all the necessary bridges
between kinds. To support this,
they like to talk of the constant
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L£hanges going on even now between

“species”, with new ‘‘species” ever
making appearances.

This requires a very broad use
of the term ‘‘species’”, as becomes
evident when one turns to page 260
of the book Man and the Biological
World, published in 1942, and reads
that there are now kpown to be
“more tnan one million species™ of

~ plants and animals. A footnote sg-
“veals: “According to a careful and

recent estimnate, there are now

more tharQ’SO 000 described 1es,
of animals and thazr

described species uf plants T

The gist of the argument is that
the changes keep building up until
new species are brnught\forth which
m  turn” als a.lso keep changy;g Froof
of the element of chinge is easy to
find. They may point to Michael F.
Guyer, professor of zoology, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, who says in
his book, Animal Biology: “No two
organisms are exactly similar;
moreover, changes occur from gen-
eration tc{ generjl.tlﬁn an, 6 that no
offspring is precmely like either
parent or like ahy ancestor, Varia-

\tmn 1s one of the most obvions tacts

in the animal world.” Ernest Mayr
of the American Museum of Natu-
ral History presents convineing evi-
dence of infinite variety in life in
the book Sysiematics and the Ori-

- ¢/ gin of Species, then adds: “If some-

body were {0 name consistently
everything that is different, he
would have to give a name eventu-
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ally to nearly every single individ-
ual.”

Now then, if every variety; or at
least every form dignified by evolu-
tionists with the label of “species”,
had to be proved an original created
“kind”, how in the world did Noah
ever manage to take the required
number into the ark with him?
Furthermore, today certain singu-
lar varieties (like the red fox, Vul-
pes alascensis, of Alaska) exist in
only one sector on earth. How did
their ancestors get to such isplated
spots “ﬂ]’ll_DUt previously multiplving and

leaving descend between

Ararat?

How Large Was the Ark?

In the first place, how large was the
ark? Genesis 6: 15 answers: “And this is
the fashion which thou shalt make it of:
The length of the ark shall be three hun-

its, the breadth of it fitfy cublfs,
and the height of it thirty cublts N

Commonly the Cllblt was thought to rep-
resent the distance from elbow to finger-
tips, but due to obvious variation of arm
lengths/%-lghteen incliesxeame to be accept-
ed as the equivalent. If this was the cubit
of Noah'’s day, the ark would have meas-
ured 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45
Eeet high. However, there is very good rea-
son for believing the cubit of Genesis was
a longer unit than this.

‘Here it is of interest to cite the author-
ity of Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible,
where it deals with Genesis 6: 13: “Bur
that the ancient cubit was more than
egighteen inches has been demonstrated
by Mr. Greaves, who travelled in Greece,
Palestine, and Egypt, in order to be able
to ascertain the weights, moneys, and
measures of antiquity. He measured the
pyramids in Egypt, and comparing the
accounts which Herodotus, Strabo, and
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others, give of their size, he fﬂund the
length of a cubit to be‘f’l_.ﬂﬁﬂty-ﬂﬂﬂ inches
and eight hundred and eighty-eight deci-
mal parts ‘'of a thousand, or nearlyt{wenty-
two inchesy And from this it will appear
that the three hundred cubits of the ark’s

length make five hundred and forty-seven
feet; the fifty for its breadth, ninety-one
feet fwo inches; and the thirty for its
height, fifty-four feet eight inches.”

McClintuck and Strong's C clgtp]%sdt‘qq_ivm
11, p.598), alsé backed b ed_by authoritieg on

ancm t_architecture, 1 makes ilar obser-.

vatmns

Other features of the ark’s construction
are of value. Common fancy usually pic-
tures it as an orthodox boat with pointed
prow and stern. ‘But while efficient for
cutting the waters in normal ocean travel,

sucllg‘g_gswtmtl.@},l,mhﬁ\tﬁputentml storage
and accommodation_space, things of ut-

T

most importance to Captain Noah. The
0r1%webrew word for ark, in this case,
is ‘tebgh/ which, McClintock and Strong’s
Cyciopedia informs us, denotes a chest
or ark. It is differentiated from the term
aron describing the sacred ark of the cove-
nant, in that it denotes something designed
to ﬂqat upon. the vgater {See McClintock
and Strung ] Cyclopedm Vol. I, p. 400,
under Ark.) Further in the same item,
this source relates:
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"Tf we examine the passage In Gen. vij,
14-16, we can only draw from it the con-
clusion that the ark was not a boat or ship:
but, as Dr. Kobinson (in Caimet’s Dict.
8.v.) describes it, ‘a building In the form
of a parallelogr 00 cubits long, 50 cu-
bits broad, and 30 cubits high.”. . . So far

as the name alfords any 'eviﬂence it ‘also
goes to show that the ark of Noah was

not a regularly-built vessel, but merely

intended to float at large  upon th the waters
We Tiay, Therefore, probably with justice,
regard it as a large oblong, floating house,
with a roof either flat or only slightly
inclined. It was constructed with three
storles, and had a donr in the side "

Yet even this learned C’yclopedm betrays
its fear of evolution's hundreds of thou-
sands of “‘specles”. Apparently holding
to the ancient belief that each of these
varietles represents an original created
kind, this source derides the fact that Noah
could have provided for them all, several
each of the “clean”, two of the ‘‘unclean”
kinds, In the ark. (Genesis 7: 2, 3} Thus,
while elting ecclesiastical authority for
doing so, 1_':he authors conclude that the
Flood ngthQ,f;been m‘ﬁf Iocal, accom.-
p].lshing the blotting out of humamty, and
necessitating only the preservation of a
relatively few local forms of animal life,
But the true Christian and believer in God’s
Word can never accept.such a compromise
He reads that ‘all the high hills that were
under the whole heaven were covered’, and
that ‘all flesh died that moved upon the
earth’. (Genesis 8: 19, 21) So he turns
away, as we now do, to consider another
more plausible explanation.

Variation ‘After its Kind’
In Genesis 6:20, the account of those life

forms saved reads:
kind, and of cattle after their kind, o
every creeping thing of the earth after
his kind, two of every sort shall come unto
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“Of fowls after their

thee, to keep them alive.”? This will remind
one of the original creation accoumt in the
first chapter, except that the *“beast of the
earth” is there added as well as ‘“the fish
of the sea”. Of course, this latter class
would he unnecessary for the ark. Care-
fully examine this use of the term “kind”.
Observe that the Creator makes no effort
to itemize the hundreds of thousands of
“species” of the evelutionists, True, a large
number of original created types would
be found within each main division: but
there is nothing to show that such Genesis
hnds’ would even approach in number the
vanetles of them now ]l"i.i'l ing.

[P

So it is not necessary to dispute the
facts related by learned biologists relative
to obvious variation of kinds. What they
see is correct, but this simply proves crea-
tion of original kinds which have gince
varied according to their natures. John W.
Ritchie, in his book, Biology and Hu-
man Affairs, supposes that two animals,
male and female of like kind, are “of a
Kind that would be able if need be to dig
a hole, swim a stream, climb among the
branches of a fallen tree, live on either
animal or vegetable food”. Turned loose
in a broad land of varied topography and
resources, these hypothetical animals
would, in what he calls “geologically a
very short time”, produce many diverse

offspring, including sbme good climbers,

——r—-_.._.._.““_

nwuruus and fierce, ete. Yet, despite the
varied progeny, ‘EIFHEscendants would
remain of the same basm ?ﬂnd as Qq gl:,lg-

inal pair. Evolution has never preved other-
wise. Nor will it ever.

This is not a rash conclusion. According
to the Mendelian theory of genetics, now
recognized everywhere but in the Soviet
Union, variations must always be traced
to aL'thtlEE _of genes and chromosomes
_mthin the lmng cells of the various organ-
isms. The noted evolutionist, Theodosius
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Dobzhansky, in his work, Genetice and
the Origin of Species, discusses at length
every known way in which gene and chro-
mosomal changes can take place. Yet he
" concedes, “It must be admitted that in né
case have all the differences between two
good species been completely resolved into
gene changes.””Frank L. Marsh, prufessnr
of biology, Union College, Lincoln, Nebras-
ka, notes this and adds that then the dis-
tinction and immutability of whole groups
of species must be even more concrete.
Further, Marsh observes of Dobzhansky’s
work, “Those who have given the second
edition of this author’s book, Genetics and
the Origin of Species, a careful reading
will notice that after he very diligently
considers all forms of change now Known,
he still finds no force in operation today
which is of the quality to produce the
present marked discontinuity. The great-
est changes he has found are the mere
production of additional modern. %pec1es
within_groups already clearly set off in.

nature”

Fossil Record Verifies “Kinds”

To keep his language clear, Marsh de-
fines a cnmmm/ kmﬁu'as a dlvismn within

-_--—- _—

fallure to acco _ﬁ]lsh tﬁiruleath_n oceurs,
a demarcatioh of a kind is réached. THew
he fturns to the Todsifecord 6f Tife de-
stroyed by the Noachian deluge. There,
he points out, is to be found not the evolu-
tionary continuity of life, bridging from
one basic kind to another, but the direct
opposite, clear-cut discontinuity of kinds.
In support, note the words of George
Gaylord Simpson, in his work, Tempo and
Mode in Evolution, page 99:

‘“The facts are that many species and
genera, indeed the majority, do appear
suddenly in the [fossil] record, differing
sharply and in many ways from any ear-
lier group, and that this appearance of
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discontinuity becomes more common the
higher the level, unti] it is virtually um-
versal as regards orders and all higher
steps In the taxonomic hierarchy.”

In his cwn book, Evolufion, Creation
and Science, Professor Marsh reconciles
the variations within kinds with the stabil-
ity of the kinds themselves, adding: “If
processes of variation today are not eras-

e e

ing t the“ﬁiﬁereﬁ“é?‘b’etnﬁé‘én’“kiﬂdﬁ"ﬁétﬂ(
unuld they\du it in une%ommd mi]]ion
years.” Taking three mmple kmds man
kind, horse kind and dog kind, he shows
by a chart how relatively few created types
of each could produce the great variety
of each now known,

Hence, it would seem reasonable that
Noah's a.nlmal assengers mciu@a rather
representing original

Genesis kinds (or _aramms,‘ as Professor
Marsh also terms them). Thus would the
preservation of all “kinds” of life be
assured. Take man as an example. Within
the one original man, resided the
genetm e-up qb__lg__ﬂm iue time to pro-
ﬂur:e the great sgread of hpmgmty now
ewdent The fact that the great bo&"y of
the race was destroyed in the flood in no
way hindered this, for Noah’s sons pos-
sessed within their loins the potential for
producing this same varied progeny.

Ark Provides for All Passengers

To trace back to each original animal
kind that entered the ark would, of course,
be impossible. The fact alone that some have
since become extinet would prohibit this.
However, Clarke’s Commentary makes
certain interesting observations. Of the
six divisions of animal life it assigns, this
source eliminates fish, worms and insects
as not concerned in the ark calculations.
This leaves mammaglia, aves and amphibia.
Though the Commentary gives the entire
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naturalist breakdown of each group, it
emphasizes that undcubtedly only the basic
genera or kinds would be of concern. With
interest we note that they assign only
forty-three genera to the mammalia di-
vision (excepting the whale kind, certainly
of no concern here), seventy-four to the
second class, birds not including web-
footed fowls), and ten to the third class,
amphibia (reptiles and serpents).

Bishop Wilkins is cited, who believed
that but seventy-two kinds of quadrupeds
required space in the ark and less than
two hundred blrds. The bishop even worked
out what he considered the space necessary
to accommodate all of the meat eaters as
equivalent to twenty-seven wolves. The
rest he computed as requiring space equiv-
alent to 180 oxen. He allows 1,825 sheep
for a year’s food supply for the carnivorous
kinds and 9,500 cubits of hay for the others.
Ample room for such animals and their
food was considered available in the ark’s
first two stories, with the third left for
the fowl, Noah and his family.

Note now the following from George
Bush, then professor of Hebrew and Orien-
tal literature at New York City University,
published in his Critical and Practical
Notes on Genesis, in 1844, Taking even
the short eighteen-inch cubit, he found
the ark a vessel capable of carrying 43,413
tons. Compared to a first.orate man-of-war
of his day, Professor Bush observed that
*the ark consequently possessed a capacity
of storage equal to that of eighteen ships
of the line of the largest class, which, upon
a very moderate computation, are capable
of carrying 20,000 men, with stores and
provisions for six months’ consumptipn,
besides 1,800 pieces of cannon. As all the
various distinct species of four-footed ani-
mals may be reduced to two hundred or two
hundred and fifty, it cannot for a moment
be doubted that the ark would contain the
specified proportion of these, of birds,
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insects, and eight human beings, with the
requisite supplies of food for a year™.

The Migration from Ararat

The flood waters subsided, the ark,
perched on one of the peaks of the Ararat
chain, was opened, releasing its live cargo
to scatter in all directions. How then did
that red fox, Vulpes alascensis, get to Alas-
ka? The same way its relative, V., casca-
densis, managed to make California—
through a long and extended migration.
But none need try to prove that each of
these varieties was an original Genesis
kind that moved half way around the world
from Ararat before trying to reproduce.
How much more likely that these and
probably a number of other fox varieties
are ali descendants of an original! pair of
ancestors that rode out the flood in the
ark. As they migrated they muitiplied,
Jeaving varieties of their kind all along
the way. How far the original pair got is
unknown and unimportant, The migration
continued until the farthest point of dis-
tribution was reached. Time, geographical
influence and the nermal degree of muta-
tiona! changes did the rest Variations
occur, the kinds remain, unchanged, immu-
table. Now science is able to prove the very
things the Bible, oldest scientific textbook
of our globe, has so long taught.

The part Noah’s ark played in the an-
cient and modern study of genetics has
been considered. Whether or not fortune
hunters ever find the frozen remains of
the craft is unimportant. Its use is over.
Testifying to its existence and memorable
voyage are the multiplied varieties of life
descended from its passengers. Now scien-
tific fact joins hands with Bible truth to
slap down God-defying evolution and crit-
ics of God’'s Word. Like grass, vain theo-
ries wither and die while ‘“‘the word spoken
by Jehovah endures forever”.—1 Peter
1: 25, New World Trans.
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A MOSQUITIA,
| jor Mosquito
Coast, is one of the
fringes of civiliza-
tion. Very few plac-
es, whether in the depths of Asian or
African jungles or in the frozeh reaches
of the Arctic, could be more remote and
isolated. Lying along the extreme east end
of the sandy north coast of Honduras, the
area comprises parts of the Honduran
province of Colén and the Nicaraguan
province of Cabo Gracias a Dios. Although
it lies not one hundred miles from modern
civilizations, it is virtually untouched,
being one of the earth’s last unexplored
regions. The area is of interest to God's
ministers also, for the Mosqguito Coast
cradles several semicivilized Indian tribes
that have not yet been reached by the
grand message of Jehovah’s established
kingdom.

The Mosqmtn Coast gets its name from
the race of Indians who were originally
calied Misskito Indians, but who are now
by corruption called Mosquito Indians,
Coincidence played its part in accurately
naming an area so completely infested with
those two-winged denizens of the fropics.
'The Mosquito Indians are now divided into
several tribes, the Zambus, Payas, Vicen-
tinos, Toacas and Secos, These Indians
have never been civilized and still live in
much the same condition as their ancestors
did centuries ago.

The swollen waters of the muddy Patuca

river make their way out to sea by way -
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By “Awolkyl” correspondant in Honduros

of Brewers Lagoon,
some two hundred
miles of wafter sep-
arated from the sea
by a long, sandy,
palm-lined spit of land. This is the entrance
to the Mosquito territory, and it is as lone-
ly as it is remote. At the mouth af the
lagoon, where the water spills its way to
freedom, stands a small Carib village.

These Caribs of Honduras belong to the
race of black Caribs, the original red-
cinnamon color having vanished. During
the past century the whole of the Caribbean
seaboard has been flooded with the hlood
of runaway slaves, and the. dominating
blood of the African Negro has greatly
changed the characteristics of the Caribs,
so that now they appear almost more Afri-
can than Indian. The Negro blood has
greatly strengthened the race physically
50 that they are now mmuch larger and more
muscular than the pure red Carib. Their
hair is thick, long and very black. Their
features are African, manifesting the flat,
spreading nose, but they still have the high
cheekbone of the Indian.

Enter the Zambus

In the multitude of cayukas and pipantos
that are being paddled out ta meet us there
begins {o appear a different type of Indian,
slightly lighter in color and more charge-
teristically Indian. These are the Zambus
from the upper reaches of the Patuca river,
a few of whom have come down to the
coast and are living here among the Caribs
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and other Negroes. To reach Zambu terri-
tory we must cross the lJagoon to the mouth
of the Tom-Tom cut-off and proceed up the
cut-off by boat to the main branch of the
Patuca river. From there we travel several
days up the Patuca until we are deep in the
heart of the Zambu country.

We come acrost gur first Zambu village
after nearly a week of travel on the river,
-a small village of less than 2 dozen huts.
There is 1o evidence whatever of order in
the village. There is no evident authority
except for one old man who seems to be
a sort of patriarch. They have no regular
and weil-run hierarchy composed of chiefs
and medicine men, These Zambus seem
to live more or less haphazardly at random
and in complete democracy.

The religion of the Zambus is simple and
primitive. The only real ceremonies accom-
pany marriage and death. The Zambus are
disorganized polygamists on a large scale.
Four “wedding days” are held each year,
and no one is exempted from taking part
in the ceremonies. On these days the young
are married for the first time and only
those giris who have proved themselves
capable of producing children are allowed
to participate. The older members of the
village take part too, for on the quarterly
wedding days the men are allowed to buy,
sell and exchange wives with other mem-
bers of the tribe. The fate of the women
depends entirely upon the whims of their
husbands and how much the men are will-
ing to pay for their friends’ wives. Prior
to the ceremony, enormous dowries of
gold dust and ornaments are prepared.

In the center of a clearing far away
from the village a huge bonfire is built.
Around this the Zambus arrange them-
selves in three orderly rings, women in
the center. When the moon is bright and
the flames reach high, the ceremony be-
gins. The men leap to their feet and begin
a wild chant. The gentle shufiling of feet
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becomes a frenzied dance. The leaping
flames of the fire grow higher and higher,
giving the Indians a copper glow In the
moonlight. Their faces betray that their
serises have fallen captive to complete
demonized frenzy.

Open Market in Wives

After the dance and a brief address by
the patriarch, the buying, selling and trad-
ing of wives begin. With much shouting,
shrieking and gesticulating, the men begin
making offers of what they are willing to
pay for a good wife. Not always a simple
operation, sometimes this involves first
selling one’s present wife for a stipulated
amount in order to buy the woman gpe
wishes from another. As the frenzied bar-
tering continues, the group becomes ever:
smaller as more and more satisfied
couples steal off into the woods. Finally,
even the disappointed men make their way
back to the village. They must be content
with their wives for another three months;
for exchanging wives at any other time
than the quarterly wedding days is con-.
sidered very immoral, and certain to
arouse the anger of the evil spirits.

The Zambu Indians do not believe in
the immortality of the soul, Death is taken
very calmly and there is very little grief
at a Zambu funeral. Nevertheless, a great
deal of ritual and mysticism always attends
the burial. The body is buried far away
from the village in order that the evjl
spirits may not molest the tribe, All living
vegetation must be destroyed in the area
around the burial, that nothing may come
between the dead man and the ground.
He must be buried in the softest place in
the area, the place where the ground is
most “willing” to receive the dead.

As we move up the river after leaving
Zambu territory, we corme across the Paya
Indians. These are somewhat smaller in
stature than the Zambus but much more
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alert and intelligent. Their language is
complicated and is not apparently related
to any other known tongue. They use two
sets of words, one vocabulary for the men
and still another for talking to the women.

Their religion is only slightly more
advanced than that of the Zambus, Briefly,
they believe in two great forces, one for
good, one for evil. The latter is a co-
operative society of scoundrels, known as

the Mafia, forever at war with the powers

of goodness, These two forces are constant-
Iy struggling for control of the universe, or
at least of the Mosquito Coast. Unfortunate
events are alternately blamed on the
unustual activity of the evil gods or the
laxity of the good ones.

 Each village is led by a Suguia, who is
a combination judge, doctor and king.
The principle of their ceremonies is cele-
bration in an effort to please the gods,
Before the ceremony a large quantity of
strong liquor is brewed of yucca, oranges
and casgava. Their demon-placating rituals
- involve getting drunk on this potion, a
frenzied dance and & speech by the Suquin.

The Paysas are even less formal about
marriage than the Zambus. Apparently
the village is the smallest social division,
and the family, as such, does not exist.
The Payas share the views of the Zambus
regarding death and immortality. They
are not advanced in the creative arts. There
is very little music, They do not paint,
weave or make pottery.

To reach the other tribes along the Mos-
quito Coast, one must backtrack down the
river and make a portage overland to the
Guarunta river, On reaching the Guarunta
there is a change in the jungile. The air of

tropical decay vanishes and there is new
beauty in the follage along the river. A
riot of fantastic color breaks through the
vivid green. The river becomes clear and
swift. Along this river live the Secos and
Toacas, along with a mixture of Zambus,
The Secos’ villages are larger and cleaner
and hetter built. Solid and clean, they are
built on mahogany piling, The Secos, too,
show initiative in planting their own crops.
Whereas the other tribes of the area
content themselves with picking wild fruit
from the jungles. |

As one travels back down the river
toward the Caribbean, the fringes of civill-
zation begin to reappear, the Negro influ-
ence grows stronger and Spanish and
English become more the languages of the
people. The Guarunta river flows into
the Caribbean by way of the Caratasca
Lagoon. As we leave the jungle we pass
through the trackless marshes suurounding
the lagoon. Soon we once ggain find our-
selves taking in the fresh salt air of the
blue Caribbean,

Reflection on the pathetic condition of
these people brings at once to the mind of
the Christian the realization that their
greatest need is to learn of God and his
established kKingdom. That many of them
would respond is evidenced by the muiti-
tude of Caribs and other natives found
associating with Jehovah's people farther
up the coast, Perhaps the day will come
when these very ones will carry the mes-
sage to their own people that the Indians
of the Mosquito Coast may become part
of that great crowd from all nations and
tribes who attribute salvation to our God
and to the Lamb.

o D Y e}

After these things I saw, and, look! a great crowd, which no man was able fo
number, out of all nations and itribes and peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, . . . And they koep on
cryng with a loud voice, saying: “Balvaiion we owe to our
God, who is sealed on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

—Revelation T:9, 10, New World Trana.
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REEDOCM cannot be preserved solely by

boasts and attractive slogans. It requires
watchfulness on all occasions, in every place,
For example, on Sunday, August 19 last, the
well-known religious minority, Jehovah's wit-
nesses, tried to hold an outdoor public Bible
talk in Memorial Park, Tarentum, Pennsyl-
vania. The meeting was broken up by local
police and the speaker arrested. Thus ended
an attempt to exercise rights on public prop-
erty after denlal by the council of formal
permission.

This prompted a courageous local editor
to print an editorial on the matter in. his
Valley Daily News, Though this smail paper’s
comment on an igolated incident may seem
faint, like a “voice in the wilderhess”, yet its
wisdom, logic and good sense could scarcely
have been improved upon. Because of its con-
cerm to all freedom lovers who desire to re-
malin aleried and awake, we here take pleasure
in reprinting most of the editortal which
appeared ynder the title “A Grave Mistake”

“How can we be hanest in our condemna-
tion of Russia, Spain, Argentina and some
other Latin-American countries for their

denial or abridgment of freedom of religion

if we ourselves are puiity of the very same
thing? Such action brands us with insincerity,
" places us In a ridiculous position in the eyes
of the worid and weakens the faith in us of
oppressed people who long have looked to
America as the champion of freedom, every
form of freedom.

“The News does not agree with much or
most of the teachings of Jehovah's witnesses.
It does not approve of some of their actions.
But in its devotion to our Constitution and to
the American Way of Life it must, as must
every other loyal American, condemn any
actlon of any kind that denies to any sect in
any way the right to worship as it pleases, to
believe what it wants to believe and say what
it wants to say.

“If Tarentum council can deny 0 Jeho-
vah's witnesses the right to assemble then,
logically, by the same token it can also deny
to Jews, Catholics, Presbyterians, Lutherans,
Methodists and adherents of any or all other
denominations the right to assemble and hold
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services in the river park or on other borough
property. :

- “What would be said by members of other
sects if, somehow, Jehovah’s witnesses shouyld
come to represent the majority and would
refuse them the right that has been denied
this tiny group of people? Would there not
immediately be a loud clamor about the
denial of a constitutional right and privilege?
Theti, should not the same clamor be Traised
in defense of the Witnesses? Americanism
must be a ftwo-way street or it is nothing, It
isn’t true Amerjcanism if it grants rights and
privileges to one or several groups but denies
them to others. Voltaire summed It up in a
very few words when he gaid: ‘I disapprove
of what you say, but I will defend to the death
your right to say it.}

« “This is the essence of real Americanjsm.
‘We secure and guarantee gur own rights when
we see to it thai the same rights are guaran-
teed to all others, even those with whom we
may disagree most vigorously and completely.
It must never be forgoiten that if one right
assured by the Constitution or one of the
Four Freedoms can be taken from one people,
then all are placed in jeopardy. We can't he
half free and half in bondage, '

“The News belleves that the action of
council in informing the Witnesses that the
park was not available for their use was hasty
and not well considered gard that on sober
second thought, remembering the Constitu-
tion and the Four Freedoms, the solons wihi
amend their action by causing to be dropped
the charges now pending and informing them
that in the future the park will be available
to them. We cannot afford to have it said, and
causé must never be given whereby it can
be said of Tarentum or any other borough
or township in the Alle-KHiski Valley, that it

'is a piace where men and woemen are denjed

those fundamental rights which are guaran- .
teed to every American by the Constitution
of the United States. True Americanism is
a matter of deeds and not of preachments.”

« As a happy ending for freedom, the case
was dismissed and later talks were given in
the park by Jehovah’s witnesses without in-
cident.
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Do Christmas and Jopanese
Sho-Gatsy have a Common
Origin?

By “Awukel” comespondant
in Japaon

ING out the old! Ring
in the new! In all civil-
izations of history, the
turn of the year has been
a season of festivity and
religious observance. But
what is the origin of this o
end-of-the-year celebra-
tion? Reliable history re- e
lates that it got under way b
with the worship of Nim-
rod of ancient Babylon. Then as the
pagan worshipers of Babylon were
scattered throughout the earth, Nim-
rod warship went with them, Appro-
priately, the ancient Persians, Egyp-
tians, Romans and others, offshoots
of the Babylonian system, heid their
great feast immediately following the
shortest day of the year, in honor of the
birth of Nimrod. Apostate Christians, in
their eagerness to make converts among
such pagans, also adopted this end-of-the-
year feast, together with many of its popu-
lar frappings, and labeled it “Christmas”.
But how about the great civilizations of
the Orient? Does not the religion of the
Orient stem from the
same Babylonish foun-
tainhead as does apos-
tate Christianity? If
this is so, would we not
expect at the year’s end
to find the same kind of
celebration in the Ori-
ent as we do in the Oc-
cident? In Japan, that
is exactly what we do
find. Coming only a few
days after the Western
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Orient
Also

Goes Festive ¢

Christmas, it is called Sho-
Gatsu (“the first month”),
but Japanese people now
frequently refer to it as
the “Japanese Christmas”.

Like Christmas, Sho-
Galsu is a time of escap-
ism from the realities of
life. A time to make gifts.
A time for flooding the
#»  mails with post-card greet-
ings. A time to eat, drink
and be merry: A time to
show good will, in a spirit
that may or may not be
sustained through the year
following. A festive time
for the children. A time to go to
“church”—meaning, in this case, to
make offerings at the national and
family shrines. A {ime for the wheels
of big business to turn for greater
profits.

In fact, business in Japan not only
thrives on the yearly Sho-Gaisu revenue,
but, for the benefit (?) of professing
Christians, has cashed in on the Santa
Claus and Christmas-tre¢ ideas. Add a lit-
¥le rmore 1insel 1o the gaily decorated stores,
and you can cater to both! Christmas helps
the" profits. Said one Japanese woman to
a missionary: “Why, my husband is a
Christian! He sells Christmas trees every
Christmas.’ And, of
course, he would be a
good Buddhist and Shin-
toist, too.

Just as it takes time
to prepare for Christ-
mas, so it requires some
weeks t0 make ready
for Sho-Gatsu. First,
the house must be
cleaned up and put in
order, It is year's end,
and so all debts must be
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settled. Hence there comes a great crop
of suicldes, for it is thought better to die
*“with honor” than to face the future in
dishonor, debts unpaid. And another drain
on the family pocket, gifts must be pur-
chased! Sho-Gatsu is gift time, even more
so than the Western Christmas. Gifts are
showered right and left. To the uninitiated
Waesterner, the sudden influx of gifts, even
from slight acquaintances, is staggering
~—small wooden dolls, large doils in glass
cases, laguer ware, Japanese cakes, fruit,
and so forth, But the motive is different
from that of so-called Christians, who of-
ten give because it is a duty or to make
themselves “good fellows”. The Japanese
make gifts out of a generous heart.

On the eve of Sho-Gatsu, o-mochi (“the
honorable rice-cake”) must be prepared.
This is done at home, with much merry-
making. Sometimes you will find commu-
nity kKitchens set up on the side of the
street, where the housewives of the dis-
trict team up to make mochi. The constitu-
ents are rice flour, a little sweetening and
water, The soggy mass 5 put out on
boards, and beaten fiercely with . large
wooden mallets. Then it is baked into
cakes of from two inches to two feet In
diameter. As the cakes are flipped over,
the «cooks raise a chorus of “Adtsu/” (It's
hot!”) Much mochi s cooked, enough to
last a month in some households, as a
regular item of diet. Toasted mochi is a
delicacy indeed! The name mochi is said to
mean *“to continue for a long time’”. Some
say it was invented by a lazy cook, s0
that she could have a vacation from cook-
ing. But mochi is also used in the Sho-Gatsu
offerings for the ancestors.

Religious Significance of Sho-Galsu

In most Japanese homes, you will find
a small Shinfo shrine set high up in the
corner of the front room, or a larger
Buddhist shrine on a ralsed platform on
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the floor. It is before these shrines that de-
vout Japanese make thelr offerings of
flowers, food and drink for the nation’s
gods, and for the sustenance and comfort
of the ancestral spirits. At Sho-Gatse,
every shrine receives its offering of mochi
cakes. Is not this akin to the offering of
special masses at Christmas? And having
in mind that the Japanese sun-goddess is
especially honored at Sho-Gatsu, do we not
here find a paraliel to the offering of cakes
to the Babylonian “queen of heaven”, as
mentioned at Jeremiah 7:187

It is the legend of the sun-goddess that
takes us to the very heart of the religlous
significance of Sho-Gatsu. In tlmes of
antiquity, so the Shinto Kojiki relates, the
sun-goddess retired into a deep cave and
shiut the doar after her. Thus all the world
was plunged into darkness. However, by
means of music and dancing, and by deck-
ing the cave’s entrance with straw pend-
ants, the goddess was entlced to peep out,
whereupon the door of the cave was torn
open, and light restored to the world.
Moreover, a rope of straw was stretched
across the caves entrance to prevent the
return of the sun-goddess. Truly a rebirth
of the light! And when do the Japanese
celebrate release of the sun-goddess? At
the same seascn that the pagan Babylo-
nians, Romans and others celebrated the
rebirth of the sun, at the turn of the year.

What, do you suppase, becomes the cen-
tral symbol of Sho-Gatsu? Why, the rope
that was strung across the sun-goddesy’
cave! As Bho-Gafsi approaches, Japanese
streets are decorated with festoons of
straw ropes, seemingly never-ending ropes,
and from these flutter zigzag white paper
strips and pendants of straw. And as if to
emphasize the idea of sun worship, every
house displays the national flag, red sun
on a background of white.

But what are those decorations that
appear over the gates of Japanese homes?
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"They call them shimenawa, Some knotted

strands of rice-straw, ferns, and. in the celebration of the sun, which was obseryed

center a bitter orange., Here agaln the
straw decorations refer back to the tradi-
tion of the sun-goddess. And the fern's
significance? Fertility. It expresses the
desire to multiply as prolifically as the
fern does. The Babylonians, too, had their
gods of fertility. The bitter orange is
known as dai-dar, meaning ‘from penera-
tion to generation”. It expresses the family
hope of immortality, and a never-ending
posterity. Sometimes a lobster is added,
as g symbol of longevity.

- Also at the entrance, but fastened to the
mateposts, are other traditional emblems,
the Japanese eguivalent of the Christmas
“tree. They are called kadomatsu. Usually
they consist simply of two pine branches,
one nailed to the right gatepost, and the
other to the left, with the ends wrapped in
white paper and tied with coloreq string.
These pine branches again symbolize end-
less life. Remember that in ancient Baby-
lon the evergreen tree, from which the
Christnas tree descended, also stood as a
symbol of immortality—-that of the tyrant
Nimrod. How strange that pretending
- Christians and Japanese Shintoists should
exalt the pine tree at year's end! But not
so strange when we consider that all re-
ligious superstition had its common Qrigin
in Babylon of old.

And probably the Japanese are more
wide-awgke to the pagan origin of so-
called “Christian” customs than so-called
“Christians” themselves. The following is
tranzlated from Japan's leading newspa-
per, Asahi, of December 22, 1950: “Begin-
ning in the fourth century. Origin of Christ-
mas. Christmas was first celebrated on
the 25th of December, in the Westem
countries in the fourth century, and in
England not until the seventh ¢entury. For
the sake of convenience, the Christian re-
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part of the uncontaminated religion of the

ligion has taken advantage of the pagan

at the winter solstice.” Thus even the Jap-
anese are aware that Christinas was no

early Christians, and that December 25 is
the wrong date for Jesys’ birth. Further,
the English-language Mainichi had this
to say in its issue of January 1, 1951:
“What evergreen trees are to the Occiden-
tals on Christmas, the ‘Kadomatsu’ and
‘Bhimenawa’ are to the Japanese on New
Year's Day.”

It is interesting here to nhote Hislop's
comment in his The Two Babylong: "“The
Christinas tree, now s0 common among us,
was egually common in pagan Rome and
pagan Egypt. In Egvpt that tree was the
palm-tree; in Rome it was the fir; the
palm-tree denoting the pagan Measjah, as
Baal-Tamar, the fir referring to0 him as
Baal-Rerith , . . the Christmas tree is Nim-

rod redivivus—the slain god come to life
again.” If Hislop had been acquainted
with Japanese ftradition, no doubt he
would have added a comment about the
Shinto Christmas tree,

The Festival Itgelf
This is the big holiday! January 1-3, the
feast of the year! Beware, he who travels
on New Year's day in Japan! In one day,
as many as a million people may travel
to Kyoto, ancient capital of Japan and
meccea Of shrines. Shall we fravel with
them? As at last we squeeze our way out of
the traln, and start to breathe again, we are
swirled along amigd the well-nigh deafen-
ing clatter-clatter of the wooden shoes, But
gaiety pervades the throng. Nearly all the
woinen wear bright, festive kimonos, con-
trasting with the drab gray kimonos or il
fitting Western-style suits of the men.
Many of the women carry their babies
strapped to their backs, The little girls
are most picturesque of all. Their holiday
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kimonos are decked with flowers or quaint
goblins, and tied around with broad sashes
of red or orange. Each wears a bright rib.
bon and colorful wooden shoes.

We pass on into the temple courtyards.

Successfully bypassing the fierce-looking
giants, sword in hand, that guard the en-
trance, we suddenly find ourselves in
the midst of a thriving market. For on
feast days the temple grounds are let out
to concessionaires, who will sell anything
from “pop’’ to balloons for the kiddies. Tt
has all the atmosphere of a church bazaar!
Passing a number of stone lanterns, we
come to the temple buildings, where
priests are running to and fro and mak-
ing their offerings. These are set out
in the temples, many Kinds of food,
fruits, sa-ke, even whisky! Many really be-
lieve the apirits draw sustenance from
these offerings. Say they: “After several
days, do you not see the fruit shrivel up,
and the drink offering evaporate?”
- Frequently, we see women and youhg
boys scarcely in their teens serving in
priestly robes. The male priests have their
hair shaven, like the meonks, and we notice
that a string of brown rosary beads is an
essential part of the Buddhist priest's rega-
lia. And we even see a Shinto priest wear-
ing a bishop’s cassock! The sweet smell of
incense, glowing candles and, from the
deep recesses of some of the temples, the
moaning chant of prayers, remind some-
what of the great Western religions. But
apart from the stone lions and foxes which
adorn the temple grounds, there are fewer
images than in the Catholic churches. Only
a few temples display images of Buddha.
Both Buddhists and /Shintoists appear to
prefer making their offerings before tab-
lets bearing the names of the particular an-
cestors or gods to be honored. Often
Buddhist and Shinto religions occupy the
same temple court, as if in partmership.
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But how do the people worship? In front
of this Shinto temple iz a large box for
the offerings, about six feet long and three
feet deep. High above it hangs a bell, from
which dangles a long and heavy rope {em-
blem of the sun-goddess). An old man ap-
proaches, drops two yen notes ({¢) into
the box, bows his head for a moment, and
quickly rings the bell. Then he moves to
8 neighbhoring shrine, prays again, and
claps his hands slowly several times. And
so, on to the next shrine. Hundreds of wor-
shipers, young and old, are moving about
from shrine to shrine.

We turn from the sordid, dusty temples,
What matter if some display sun-goddess
ropes made of women's hair, and others
Buddhist images with a thousand hands?
All are based on the old religious lie of
the immortality of the soul and are a
perpetuation of the worship of dead, im-
perfect humans. For Shinto and Bud-
dhism, so intertwined that it is often diffi-
cult to distinguish which is which, have,
ahave all'things in common, the veneration
of departed spirits. What a joyful day of
liberation when Shinto and Buddhism,
together with the proud religions of
Christendom, are humbled forever! The
Japanese people, minus their religion, are
as lovable and unselfish a people as you
will find anywhere on earth.

Even now, many of the kind people of Ja-
pan are finding the true religion that leads
on to etermal life. And many more will yet
find it! Then, in the righteous new world,
no more sun-goddesses or Christmas trees!
But instead, Christ Jesus will establish
the one pure worship of Jehovah God
earth-wide. May it not be that many of
the humble Japanese Iliving now will
survive Armageddon’s storm, and togeth-
er with joyous offspring live on into g new
world paradise, whose islands and Fuji-
yamas and cherry blossoms will even sur-
pass those of the beautiful Japan of today?
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Taking in True Knowledge

A MONG the mottoes inscribed on the
ceiling of the Congressional Library
at Washington, D.C., is this one: “The
inguiry, knowledge and belief of the truth
is the sovereign good of mankind.” In thus
expressing their appreciation of the knowl-
edge of the truth men of the world are
merely copying the Bible, for it repeatedly
emphasizes the importance of knowledge.
“Knowledge does more good than money,
it safeguards a man'’s life.” “My people are
destroyed for lack of khowledge.”—Eccle-
giastes 7:12, Moffatt; Hosea 4:6,

But men are mistaken if they conclude
that knowledge of the truth in its peneric
sense, any truth, all truth, is man’s sover-
eign good. If that were so then the human
race would bée most happy today, because
never before have men had so much truth
on the many sciences such as physies,
chemistry, astronomy, physiology, ete, But
instead we find that in spite of all such
knowledge never has the human race been
in more turmeoeil, never has man been more
degraded morally, never has man faced the
future with such apprehension as now.
Very evigdently, man, in taking in knowl-
edge of the truth, has not concentrated on
the kind of knowledge that would be most
conducive to his lasting well-being and
happiness; the ‘inquiry, knowledge and
belief’ of the truth he has concentrated on
certainly have not proved to be man's
sovereign good.

Then what kind of knowledge is man’s
sovereign good? That which iz found in
God's Word, the Rible, and concerning

DECEMBER 22, 1951

which Jesus said: *“This means everlasting
life, their taking in knowledge oI vou, the
only true God, and of the one whom you
sent forth, - Jesus Christ.”—John 17:'3,
New World Trans.

Yes, man’s sovereign good is knowledge
that leads to life, everlasting life. By con-
centrating on material progress men are
showing themselves to be but fools, for
what pood are their . possessions and
achievements to them when they are dead;
what good are man's efforts when directed
primarily to the destruction of life and
property? (Matthew 16:26) Man in pursu-
ing such a course shows less knowledge and
wisdom than the lower animals: “Even the
stork in the heavens knows her seasons,
the turtle-dove, swift, and swallow keep
the time of their coming; but my people
know not the ordinance of [Jehovah]l.”
~—Jeremiah 8:7, An Amer. Trans.

Why does our gaining life depend upon
our taking in the right kind of knowledge?
Because we cannot exercise faith in Jeho-
vah God without knowledge, and we carnot
please Him without faith, {Hebrews 11: 6)
Only by a knowledge of who Jehovah God
is, the Supreme Being, the Eternal One,
the Great First Cause, the (z0d omnipotent,
omniscient, perfect in justice and in un-
selfishness, can we have faith in him;
only by having knowledge of what he has
done in times past, what he is doing now
and will do in the future can we confidently
rely upon him.—Psalm 62:11; 83:13; 8d:
14: 90:1, 2;: Proverbs 2:6, 7: 1 John 4:8.

Further, by getting acquainted with him
through a study of his Word, the Rible, we
get to love him. Loving him, we will keep
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his commandments, and that leads to life.
(1 John 5:3) And as we appreclate his
power and justice, we acquire a wholesome
fear of him, a fear to do wrong. That fear
of Jehovah “prolongeth days”; “is a foun-
tain of life”; “tendeth fo life.”—Proverbs
8:13; 10:2T; 14.27; 19:23.

And not only must we take in knowledge
of Jehovah God, but also of his Son, Christ
Jesus, for all things come out fromi the
Father but all things are through the Son.
As Jesus stated: “No one comes to the
Father except through me.” That means
obtaining knowledge of who the Son is,
appreciating the fact that he once existed
as the Logos or Word of God (before he
came to earth); that means to appreciate
that the Logos came to the earth to bear
witness to the truth, to prove that a perfect
man could remain true to God in spite of
all that the Devil could do to him, and to
provide & ransom for obedient ones of
mankind.—Matthew 20:28; John 14:6;
1 Corinthians 8:6; Philippians 2:5-11, New
World Trans.

Ry taking in knowledge of Jehovah God
we become acquainted with his purposes
and his will for us and where we fit in those
purposes. By taking in knowledge of Christ
Jesus we see the perfect example and model
for us to follow. By exercising faith in such
knowledge we will bring our lives in har-
mony with God and Christ Jesus and there-
by assure ourselves life. _

Jesus appreciated the value of knowl-
edge, but most of his Jewish listeners did
not. They were interested only in seeing
miracles performed or in benefiting from
them. But miracles were merely incidental
to Jesus’ main work, that of preaching,
bearing witness to the truth. Said he: “Let
us go somewhere else, into the village-
towns nearby, that I may preach there
also, for it is for this purpose I have gone
out.” “For this purpose I have been born
and for this purpose I have come into the
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world, that I should bear witness to the
truth.”—Mark 1:38; John 18:37, New
World Trans.

‘Today the winds of religious, polltical
and so-called scientific propaganda are
blowing with hurricane strength. (Isaiah
32:2) Expressions inspired by demons are
being sent forth by the Devil through his
willing mouthpieces to deceive, if possible,
even the chosen ones. Only those taking
in knowledge of Jehovah God and Christ
Jesus will be able to stand.—Matthew 24:
24; Ephesigns 6:11, 13; Revelation 16:13,
14, New World Trans.

Taking in the right kKind of knowledge,
the truth found In God’'s Word, the Rible,
is important for still another reason.
Knowledge of the nearness of the new
world keeps lovers of truth and righteous-
ness from becoming despondent because
of the wickedness, misery and woe found
in the earth today. And knowledge of the
true condition of the dead as well as of
the resurrection hope brings comfort to
bereaved ones as well as to those facing
death themselves. The truth frees one from
all such fears.

When the ministers of Jehovah go from
house to house they meet up not only with
opposition, but still more with indifference.
Some hold, “It doesn’t matter what you
believe,” QOthers, “There's enough in the
fifth chapter of Matthew to save any man.”
If it didn’t matter what '‘man believed why
would the Bible place so much emphasis
on knowledge? And if all we needed was
the fifth chapter of Matthew why did
Jehovah God not only cause Matthew to
write 27 other chapters but also have his
other servants write 65 other books?

Nor is it sufficient that we merely read
a chapter or two out of the Bible every day;
no, not even memorizing parts of the Bible
is sufficient. The Bible, remember, serves
as man's guide even as instinet guides the
lower animals, For the Bible to guide us we
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must understand what it has to say, other-
wise how can we properly act on the truth
it holds? In times past Jehovah God pro-
vided help for those desirous of knowing
the truth to understand His Word. (See

Luke 24:27: Acts 8:30, 31; Ephesiang 4:11-
16.) To provide such an understanding at
the present time Jehovah God has provided
help In the form of the Watchtower pub-
lications. Study them and be convinced.

"_“—W—_'_‘
“M. Duplessis, Witness for Jehovah”

above was the headline that appeared

in the Montreal French-language hews-
paper Lo Haout Parleur, May 12, 1951, which
polnted out how the campaign of persecutfon
Jehovah's witnesses waged by Que-

ber's Little Caesar’ had boomeranged against
him. Details of thi? persecution will be found
in Awaks! September 22, 1951. The article said:

@ “The Superior Court pccupied with the case
of Ronhcarelli v, Duplessis, has given its judeg-
ment. In many réspects this judgment is one
of the most interesting and important which
has ever beern rendered in the province on &
question as essential as that of freedom of
conacience and, secondarily, of the right of the
individual to act without fear of reprisals,

& “From a legal standpoint, no one can pros-
ecute the provider of bail. Roncarelli was
prosecuted, Indirectly. That is 1o say, in re-
prieal he wag deprived of his license, which
wag the same as Closing his restaurant. . ..
He had done nothing but disagree with the
opinions of the men In power, [8 i any wonder
if certaln other provinces don't feel like giv-
ing to French Canadians the liberties which
are refused to others by the Bovernment of
Quebec?n

& An accompanying edltorial added:

g “Through a judgment which should be
appraved by all rightthinking people, Mr.
Justice Gordon Mackinnon has fined the Pre.

l

I
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

mier of the Province $%$8,123152 for having
abused his powers, . . . We are living in a, fun-
ny province, Because a citlzen, hy using a
right which {5 gueranteed by law, comes to
the help of people he thinks are imprisoned
without Jugtificatfon and aecures their free-
dom Wwhile they await judgment in the pro-
ceedings started against them, he 18 being
deprived of his Jivellhood.

q, "“The human-faced jackal from Three Rlv-
ers has appealed this judgment that proves
we Btill have judges who will not let thelr
sense of equity be perverted by dictatorial ter-
roristl. Whatever the final decision may be In
the Ronecarelli cage, the very great majority of
our population will glve apgraval tq the yer-
dict of the Superior Court reproving the arbi-
trary action of our small-footed dietator. . - .
how many good people have been deprived of
thelr employment or of permits that sllowed
them to earn gn honest living for their fami-
liea because, and only because they did not
belong to the political party of which he i3
the leader?

& “There is no doubt that the electoral chest
of the Unlon Nationale which has peen kept
so well supplied by the contractors and tavern
keepers wlll have to disgorge & large contrl-
bution in order to help Mr. Duplessis pay the
eight thousand dollars to which he hes been
sentenced. His fortune will not tumble down
like bis cardboard bridge.”

Stalin’s “Birthday to “Replace Nimvod’s

% To replace Christmas with Stalin’s birthday anniversary would not be as shock-
ing as many would think. Christmas is actually the time of Nimred's birthday,
not Christ’s, and gince Nimrod was a mighty one who stood in deflance of Jehovah
God, he and Stalin can weld their birthdays with no great clash resulting. With
this in mind we read the following Associated Preas dispatch of November 15
that comes from Munich, Germany: “Radio Free Europe said it had recéived
reports that Premier Stalin’s birthday, Dec. 21, officially would replace Chrigtmas
as & hollday in Comrmunist Hungary, The broadcast also said the Budapest Minls-
try of ¥Foreign Trade had issusd confidentigl orders banning the import of Chrlat-
mea tIees and forbidding the printing of ‘reactionary’ Christmas cards.” The
ancient pagans delfied Nimrod, The modern oneés deify Stalin. Both réturn to dust,

DECEMBER 22, 1951

27



A “Durabla Plan” Needed

® “We stand in need of some
durable pian. which will for-
ever put an end to our hostil-
itles, and unite us by the last-
ing ties of mutual affection
and fidelity.”-—What recent
polifician sald that? If was not
a recent polidcian. These
words were uttered by Isocra-
., teg, a noied Athenijan orator,

2300 years ago. The plan was
not found i his day, nor
through any pelitical arrange-
ment sgince. The New York
Timses drove this point home
when it said concerning the
U, N, meetings In Parig, “There
was not the smallest slgn of
a meeting of the minds he-
tween East and West. , . . The
Big-Power conflict fllled the
Palais de Challot with gloom"
(11/18) and “vituperation, sus-
picions and pessimism are the
order of the day” (11/19). At
these Paris meetings the West
proposed a disarmament plan
includlng regular inspection to
‘see that it is carrled out. Then
Russia proposed “prohibition”
of the atomle bomb, but with-
out inspection. Each side re-
jected the other's proposal.

U. 8. Senator Taft, a presi-
dential aspirant, charped
(10/28) that the U, N, was an
“utter failure as a means of
preventing aggression” and
that Korea proved that aggres-
sion is successful only it under-
taken by a big enough aggres-
sor. Other politlcians violently
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disagreed, but all will recog-
nize that the divided world
5till stands in need ¢of a dur-
able plan to end its hostilities,

Korean Division

@® While truce negotiators re-
mained divided, haggling over
the timing for a cease-fite,
signs indicated some division
within the Western democra-
cies, In England the guestion
was belng seriously raised
about whether America or the
Communists were delaying the
iruce. American tempers rose
when the eighth army's war
crimes investigator, Col. Han-
ley, charged the Reds had
killed over 6,000 U, S, war pris-
ONAeTS.

The astounding scope of this
“lrnited war” was shown by
the mid-November (11/21)
U. 5. casualty total of 100,176,
12,450 of which orcurred since
armistice talks began July 10,
This casualty total was ex-
ceeded hy only three other
wars in U, S. history, the Civil

"War and the two world wars.

Pence and Geod Wi

@& "“0On earth peace, good will
toward men,” These words
from Luke 2:14 are heard fre.
quently at this seasonm when
the world claims to celebrate
the birth of the Prince of
Peace; but in this divided
world they certainly have not
been fulfilled. Communist con-
trol has extended over & mil-

lion more square miles and
over 599 milllon more persons
since 1939, and the dentocra-
cles are arming to the teeth
for protectlon. “The air bafttle
must hbe won,” sald General
Bradley (11/8) when calling
for greater air power. “Every
able-bodied boy to be drafted,”
warned U. 8. News & World
Feport (11/23) when discuss-
ing an anticipated draft speed-
up. “The main subject of dis-
cussion [outside the assembly
hall at the U.N.s Paris meet-
ings] is not disarmament but
armament,” said Anne O’Hare
McCormick (11/12) In her New
York Times column. Prornises
of peace and good will fail to
materialize. The world wars
falled to make the world safe
for democracy or to establish
the four freedoms. The oft-
Tepeated text aboul peace and
good will seems out of place
today. But such peace is sure,
It will come through God's
Kingdom, under the righteous
Prince of Peace, However,
only thgse showing good will
toward God will live to see it;
and reliable modern scholars
more accurately translate this,
“Upon earth peace among men
of good will”?

Grave Lack of Food

@& “Grim ig still the word for
the food situation,” according
to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the U. N,
which showed that 60 per cent
of the world's people are un-
derfed, including inhabitants
of China, India, Inde-China, In-
donesia, the Philippines, Ko-
rea, Japan, Mexico, Colombia,
Peru, Chile, Brazil, East Ger-
many, Italy, Greece, Turkey,
Egypt, Tunisia and Algeria.
Add to this the fact that fig.
ures are not available from
the Communist lands, the Mid-
dle East, most of Africa, parts
of South and Central America,
and the picture is indeed black.
World food production has in-
creased over prewar levels,
but greater population Increas-
es “have left supplies lower.

AWAKE!



The well-fed remain well fed,
but most of the hungry are
now hungrier. Land reform
has been proposed as a par-
tial solyton to increase pro-
ducton and provide higher liv-
Ing standards for farmers. In
many lands farmers must give
up most of their crops to
grasping landlords or to a po-
lice state. It is not that earth
wili not sustain a much great-
er population, but poor and
backcward Tnetnods, commpined
with waste, have failed to pro-
vide a just or equal distribu-
tlon of food for mankind.

Man’s Insignificance

& Some men have an inflated
opinion of their importance,
but, In comparison with the
vasthess of God's universe,
man iz indeed small. A new
instance was the announce-
ment (11/6)} that through an-
other recently discovered “win-
dow"” in the “Mllky Way” tele-
scopes have seen 100 more
hitherto unknown “Milky
Ways"”, some of them hun-
dreds of millions of light-years
away.

But In comparison with just
the earth, the tiny spot in the
universe on which we live,
man is axceedingly small and
weak. Within one week in No-
vemher Nyamursaigra volcano
erupted, threatening a neigh-
boring tourist center; Mt. Mar-
ran erupted on Ambrym island
In the New Hebrides in the
South Pacific, and sent thou-
sands aenrry e oft to saler
places; and Mt. Etna spewed
86h over the eastern coast of
Siclly. Also, it was announced
that when the village of Rood-
sar, near the Caspian gea in
Iran, was washed away 225
were drowned; and in Ttaly
200,000 were evacuated and
25,000 rural houses were aban-
doned as the River Po swept
aeross the countryside, A mes-
sage from the marconed city
of Adria said, “There are 20,
000 of us-—an istand of dying
people, Come quickly,”

Insignificant man, wheo can-
not harnesg rivers, voleanoes,
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or see the more distant parts
of God’'s creatlon, has an In-
flated opinion of his impor-
tance when he thinks his wis-
dom superior to the Creator's
and rejects the book of wis-
doin, the Bible, provided by
Him.

Perén—Dictator of Argeniina

@ Dictators have much In
common, They all must limit
ireedom of the press, spy on
Yhe people, hold political oppo-
sition in subjection. Argen-
tina’s Juan D. Perdn is doing
this in Argentina, just as Mus-
solini did in Italy. Perén abol-
ished press freedom, set up
secret police, made congress a
rubber stamp and drastically
limjted free speech. In Atgen-
tina's recent electlons {11/12)
opposition parties were not
completely abolished, but they
could not campaign freely or
unite against him. Perdn got
only 65 per cent of the vote,
but Pernnistas (hls paxiyy gob
all senate seats, 135 of the 149
chamber of deputy seats, all
governorships and provincial
legislatures; and Perdn was
elected for another six years.
He once sald, “Mussolini was
Tthe greatest man of our cen-
tury, but committed certain
disastrous errors. I, who have
the advantage of having his
precedent before me, shall fol-
low in his footsteps, but also
avoid his mistakes” His
course would indicate that
Perdn stil] follows this theory.

King and Government of Nepal
@& King Tribhubana of Nepal,
a remote kingdom hetween
India and China, is believed
by his pegple to be a reincar-
nation of the Hindu god Vish-
nu, Actually, Tribhubana's
power was very limited, be-
cause for 104 years Nepal has
been ruled by the Rana fam-
iy, who, through a hereditary
hoid on the office of prime
minister, held control over the
king, However, in 1949 the
Nepali Congress party, aided
by Indian support, demanded
an end to Nepal's absojute

rule, and &8 a result of thelr
pressure & Dparlament was
created in 1950 in which & third
of the members were elected.
Lagt January & rebellion
forced further concessions, and
the Nepal Congress party was
given five of the ten govern-
ment cabinet posts, These flve
cabinet members resigned
(11/12), forcing the prime min-
ister to qult. For the first time
in over 100 years the
family was out of control, and
in its place the Congress party
leader, Matrika Prasad Koira.
la, became the new prime min-
ister of this remote Himalayan
kingdom (11/16).

Atomic Heat—Hot News!

@® The hot news from Brit-
ain's Harwell atomic energy
station js that an 8(}room of.
flce building g being heated
by an experimental atomic
pile. Atomically heated water
flows into the pipes and radia-
Late i K Sirs experomEnt In
atomic building-warming. Sim-
ilar heat for other buildings is
not just around the coOrMeET,
however, because of prohihi-
tive cost; but the Harwell ex-
periment is expected to Pro-
vide much additional informa-
tion on the possibility of heat-
ing a group of buildtngs with
one atomic reactor.

Flnland Tackles Inflation

@ A nation that manages, as
Finland has, to keep outside
the current world comllets
does not get much attention in
world news, yet Finland’s un-
orthodox approach to jnflation
is well worth note. The gener-
al theory is that to attack in-
flation taxes must be inoreased
to mop up surplus money that
is bidding for too few goods,
but Finland has reversed this
process by reducing taxes and
abolishing food subsidies. The
theory elsewhere Is that this
method leads to bankrubtcy,
but some neuiral observers be-
lieve Finland may succeed in
itz Attamph. Plwing “uAus
stops with a jerk the mad Tace
of rising wages chasing rising
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prices. Wages will be tled to
the cost of llving, and can rise
only if living costs do. Finnish
inAatlon has forced the cost of
living ten times as high as be-
fore the war, but If Finland
halts inflation it will have suc-
ceeded in accomplishing some-
thing the bigger nationg have
failed to do.

“Dominion” No Longer

& Since the four provinces of
Upper &and Lower Canada,
Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick decided in 1868 to become
“one dominlon under the name
of Canada"”, the country has
been in both official and com-
mon use, the *“Dominion of
Canada”, or just *“the Domin-
ion”. However, according to
Prime Minister St. Laurent,
the word “Dominion” is now
belng gradually dropped from
legal acts that come up for re-
vision as the natlom’s name be-
comes just “Canada”,

Taxes, Beliglon and Education
& Apgitatlon to get public {ax
money to pay for private rell-
gious education is under way
in many lands, Three ronths
ago (9/15) the pope asked all
democracies to help finance
his church’s religious educa-
tion. The issue has caused
great division of opinion in the
IS, Canada, Britain and
France. In France vigorous ob-
jection to use of tax money
in this matter continued even
after government approval
was piven. Teachers went on
strike in protest (11/9). The
government said three-
quarters of Parls’ grade
schools and half the schools in
provincial cities were affected
by the walkout. Few persons
would attempt to deny Catho-
lics the right to reject public
schools, but the state-Ananced
religious instruction asked for
by the pope differs radically

from the democratic prineiple
of church-state separation.

Divided Warld Not Hopeless

@ When we watch the warid,
{ts divisions, disunity and rad-
fcally opposing factions de-
press many persons who fear
that nothing will ever unite it
in peace. Fortunately, they
are wrong. One thing will def-
initely bring unity. That is the
unifying worship of the one
true (zod. Skeptics, viewing to-
day's rampant disbellef, say
all men will never worship
Him, but the Bible disagrees.
Unity is coming within the
lifetime of today's generation,
under the blessings of God's
kingdom, Only by leaming of
this Kingdom can you survive
the critical times ahead and
live through into such desired
conditions. Side with pure wor-
ship to live into the righteous
new systemn which that king-
dom will bring.

World-wide Report

L1 kinds of reports are circulated throughout the inhabited earth. Out-

standing among them is the report on the activities of Jehovah’s witness-
es, This international body of true worshipers is engaged in the most impor-
tant work on earth today, announcing the rule and supremacy of the most
high God Jchovah. An account of their world-wide work appears in the 1952
Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses along with a Scriptural text with comments
for every day of the year. As you read this interesting bock you will marvel
at what is being accomplished by this group in such a unique work., Keep up
to date with their activities by obtaining a copy of the Yearbook and also the
1952 Calendar. Artlstically portrayed on this beautiful calendar is the theme
which they have chosen for the year: “‘Say to the prisoners, Go forth.’

Isaiah 49:9”

Calendars are 25c each, or § to one addreas for $1. The “Yearhook” is avallable

on 8 contributdon of S0c.
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S O-CALLED *“fundamental” religions complain of dwin-
dling congregations. Traditional doctrines no longer save
many who fall to communism or cave in to “modernism”

with its foolish attempt to ‘‘please everybody”’. Meanwhile, condi-
tions worsen, godlessness marches forward and perplexity mounts,

AMID this growing crisis the Waichiower magazine holds true to the Bi-
ble, By this guide it weighs religious claims, discards unscriptural doctrines,
rejects empty communism and “modernism’. The Waichiower is up to date.
It explains fulfillment of prophecies. The Watchtower is practical. It recom-
mends Bible standards for sound Christian living. The Watchfower is helpful.
It tells what these requirements are and how to meet them. It answers ques-
tions, provides courage at this worid’s end, gives hope of a new world at hand,
It is a joy to read The Waichtower. Its 32 pages semimonthly are composed
in easily read type and smartly augmented with attractive art work. A year's
subscription, 24 issues, is only §1. Three booklets dealing with timely topics
will be sent free to each new subscriber.

- Enclased fnd . %1. Send the Watchiower magazine for one year and the three booklets to the IollowIng:
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