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MORALS RISE TO THE SURFACE

N EARLY July the Roman Catholic

Church announced a moral crackdown
in Spain. The campaign, which includes
public life, publications and motion pic-
tures, prompted civil authorities to dust
off some old ideas about swimming suits.
It was decreed that men must cover their
chests and wear trunks reaching nearly to
~ their knees. Women must see that their
backs are covered and wear skirts,

Discussing “the growing tide of immo-
rality” in dress, the bishop of Majorea said
eloquently in a pastoral letter: “Do they
stop to think that those who seek the cool-
ness of the beach and the agrecable fresh-
ness of the sea while neglecting moral laws
are exposing themselves to eternal fire?
Have they no fear? The fear of God is in-
deed the fount of wisdom.” The bishop
threatens bathing suit violators with “eter-
nal fire”. Would he remain as unflinching
with weightier sinners?

There is good reason for asking. In the
summer of 1948, similar legislation was
enacted in Italy by the clerical Christian
Democrats, then fresh from their spring
vietory over the communists. But the gov-
ernment’s sudden wrath of righteousness
was met with a tidé of indignation, suspi-
cion and contempt. If the “hell fire” fable
was utilized then, it had little effect. A pile
of revenue mounted from fines to Italian
girls with two-piece bathing suits, though
some of the more attrattive ladies were
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offered the alternative of a date with the
officer who found them, Furthermore, any
found speaking a foreign tongue, or even
Italian with a bad accent, were left strict-
ly alone. The line had to be drawn some-
where, and the morals business cannot
compete with the tourist trade for income.

Aside from this, even greater Italian re-
sentment may have stemmed from the
common knowledge that the country’s
morals continued to suffer in more serious
ways. Two years following the 1948 beach
episodes, the Ulster Protestant called
Naples a “city of prostitutes and ‘saints' *,
While popular worship of “Saint” Januari-
us continued to reach new highs, the city
remained a stench morally. Said the Syd-
ney Morning Herald: “In the narrow
streets the traveller has to be constantly
on his guard against assault, robbery and
a drenching by water thrown out of care-
less windows.” The same paper lamented
the city's “armies of small boys” acting
as agents for prostitutes,

So the question is a timely one: is Rome
now sincerely seeking to still her crities?
Morals in Catholic lands world-wide, in
politics, family life or sex in general have
been variously condemned by a legion of
writers, Unfortunately, present efforts at
correction seem like a tiny wall of straw
against the roaring tide. Too often a moral
veneer rises to the surface while the skim
milk of scandal settles beneath.



g i1 you love liberty and truth and justice this
% report will rouse your rightecus indignation.
® it is an eyewitness:account of how falae chary-

b e, fMmlse witnegses, and a false pretense of
b, Justice workad togethsr for the convigtlon of

' seven parfectly Innocent men. It raveals the
X utter disregard godless officlals have for simple
& decency and fairness. |1t shows what a vicious
&% hatred thess gangsters have for God and his
¥ kingdom. This repart will aiso make you rejoice
& to know that in Paland today there are many
f¢ good people with that same faith, determination
¥ and integrity had by Christ and the apostles.
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N APRIL 22, 1950, the secret police

of Poland’s communist government
swooped down on the headquarters of Je-
hovah’s witnesses in Warsaw and arrested
six of the members. Two months later the
entire organization was officially banned
and many thousands of these devoted
Christians were arrested and imprisoned
without a trial, After being tortured and
mistreated for nearly a year, seven of
those considered the principal leaders were
placed in the dock, and another infamous
Communist trial got underway.

To read the long list of charges laid
against these persons one might be in-
clined to conclude that surely here were
some of Poland’s worst criminals. Among

other things, they were said to be guilty
of (1) enpaging in activity of diversion
against the government, nonsupport of the
developments of the state, refusal to pay
taxes, propagandizing for a third world
war, boycotting the Stockholm Peace Ap-
peal, activity hostile fo the U.S.5.R,, elc.;
(2} engaging in illegal underground ac-
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tivity; (3) engaging in espionage in polit-
ical, economic and military matters on be-
half of American imperialists, etc.; (4) col-
laborating with the Hitler Fascists; (3) il-
legal crossing of national boundaries,
and {6) dealing in illegal currency manipu-
lations. These were the things the state
hoped to “prove” in the trial.

As demonstrated so many times the pri-
mary purpose of these Communist trials
is to cause the defendants to make an open
self-confession of guilt and plead for
mercy. This accomplished, sentence is
passed and the trial is over. Imagine the
court’s indignation and consternation on
this occasion when all seven of Jehovah's
witnesses pleaded ‘“not guilty”™!

Each defendant was now to be dealt with
individually, hence they were all removed
from the courtroom except one by the
name of Scheider, who, for a number of
years, was in charge of the Polish branch
office of the Watch Tower Society. For
more than four hours the state attorney
and the judges fired a barrage of tricky
questions at him, aimed at tripping him
up in some twisted statement. From the
publications of Jehovah’s witnesses they
deceitfully took phrases or sentences com-
pletely out of their setting and the con-
text, and then accused the publications of
advocating something altogether contrary
to what was intended. They demanded the
defendant to answer their questions with
“yes” or ‘no”, and time and time again
Scheider was inferrupted when his answers
were confrary to what the court desired.

AWAKE!



Position of J.W.s Made Clear

Among the points made by Scheider un-
der this grueling examination were the
following. Jehovah’s witnesses are neutral
toward the political government of Russia
as well as toward the governments of all
other nations. In hoping and praying for
God’s kingdom rule of righteousness they
do not take sides in the political affairs of
any nation. The Lord’s people are not
against civil developments and improve-
ment programs; it is nice when people try
to give an orderly and beautiful aspect to
this earth. Taxes have been and will con-
tinue to be paid by them, for it is a com-
mandment of the Bible that Christians
give Caesar what is Caesar’s. At the same
time they are accused of being against the
Communists in Poland, elsewhere Jeho-

vah’s withesses are charged with being,

Communists, In this way the Scriptures
are fulfilled which declare that true Chris-
tians would be hated and persecuted by all
nations. Instead of advocating a third
world war, these faithful Christians are
very diligent in warning the people that
the Battle of God 'Almighty, called Arma-
geddon in the Bible, will soon occur. It is
not true that Jehovah’s witnesses are
against education, for they send their own
children to school. As to participation in
military service, such is a personal matter
for each individual to decide for himself,

Touching on other matters, Scheider
freely admitted that he had crossed into
Czechoslovakia on a visit, but only after
he had obtained a permit to do so at the
border, which he understood met the gov-
ernment requirements. How was he to
know that the permit had not been proper-
ly tied up with all the required technical-
ities of totalitarian red tape? To the
charge that he had engaged in illegal
money transactions, Scheider did not hesi-
tate to tell what steps he had taken to pro-
tect the contributions sent in to the office
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for the advancement of-the preaching of
the Kingdom gospel and for the purchase
of Bibles from the British and Foreign Bi-
ble Society in Warsaw. Through a Iocal
bank he had the contributions transferred
into legal tender not subject to devalua-
tion, and, since this was not a commercial
transaction and no profit was realized in
the exchanpe, he failed to see where it
violated the currency regulations.

Here is an illustration of the diabolical
tactics used by these totalitarian forces.
When the secret police swarmed down on
the various assembly halls of Jehovah’s
withesses in Poland, they seized, among
other things, individual territory maps used
by the witnesses in their orderly preach-
ing of the gospel from house 10 house. Now
these maps were ordinary city maps which
anyone can purchase in the local stationery
stores. But at the trial these maps were
introduced as “positive evidence” that Je-
hovah's witnesses were “American spies”
engaged in a sinister work. of sabotage,
that is, of preparing maps and information
for the American government that was
vital io the defense of Poland. Of course
nothing could be more farfetched, But it
is a sample of the Communist concept of
justice, truth and righteousness.

The other defendants, each in turn,
were brought back to the courtroom and
were likewise cross-examined for the ex-
plicit purpose of having them testify
against themselves, but because they were
innocent of the charges made, they only
had to speak the truth. When one of them
was asked why he did not sign the Com-
munist-sponsored Peace’ Appeal he de-
clared that instead of placing his hopes on
a peace plan engineered by men he was
looking forward with eagerness to the
peace that Jehovah God will establish for
this troubled old world. Another defendant
was questioned as to why he did not par-
ticipate in the political elections. He ex-
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plained that he could not vote for two
things, that he had already cast his vote
for God's theocratic government under
the rule of Christ, and, besides that, he
could not favor creatures by voting for
them instead of for Christ,

Another defendant, unable to answer
many questions about things he was whole-
ly unaquainted with, was removed from
the courtroom for *“special treatment”,

False Witnesses Brought Forth

Failing to obtain a confession of guilt
from any of the defendants themselves the
next Comnmunist step was to bring out so-
called “witnesses” who were coached ahead
of time to repeat the preposterous charges.
Some of these unscrupulous characters
were avowed Communists who had crept
into the Lord’s organization, made a great
display of zeal, and had even been appoint-
ed to high positions of service, They were
therefore in position to know that the
charges made in the indictment were
abominable lies, but, instead of testifying
to the facts, they parroted the false ac-
cusations.

One such rogue by the name of Pastu-
szak Michal wormed his way in, became a
full-time pioneer publisher, and made such
a pretense of serving the Lord he was ap-
pointed to be a circuit servant to look
after and feed the Lord’s people as a shep-
herd feeds sheep. Now in court this wolf
in sheep’s clothing showed his true identi-
ty as he told one impossible lie after an-
other. He said he had been instructed by
the branch office to gather espionage re-
ports and turn them in, that the Watch-
tower organization taught that knowledge
would be increased at the world’'s end, and
hence to prove that we have reached that
time it is necessary to obtain much secret
knowledge and information. If arrested, he
said, he was told that he was not bound to

tell the truth.
6

This mischief-maker Michal insisted that
he received these instructions in the pres-
ence of 14 other circuit servants, but when
the defense requested that the other 14 be
called to testify, what do you think the
court said? ‘Since the circuit servants have
been told to lie [as this falsifier had said],
their testimony would be of no value,
therefore the court would accept only
Michat’s statement.’ It is hard to believe
that such wicked chicanery would display
itself in the name of justice.

Apain, when the defense asked permis-
sion to bring other witnesses to refute the
monstrous lies, the court would not con-
sent, Instead, more false witnesses were
paraded out by the prosecution. Some of
these wore the same garments of identi-
fication as those worn by Judas Iscariot,
the betrayer of Jesus. Even when their
perjured testimony was exposed the court
accepted it as the truth., Time and time
again when defense attorneys attempted
to draw out answers that would vindicate
the defendants and their activity, they
were cut short and not permitted to ask
such questions, on the ground that the de-
fendant was not accused of the things
their lawyers were asking about, Request
was made by the defendants that a num-
ber of letters be read from witnesses un-
able to be present, but the court refused
this, saying that. it already knew what
such letters contained.

Found Guilty According to Plan

The charges made, the witnesses heard,
all evidence to the contrary successfully
kept out, the next order of business before
the kangaroo court was a summary of the
case by the state attorney. This merely
consisted of reiterating one by one the
false charges, while at the same time the
defendants were attacked as the most
dangerous c¢riminals, the very tools of
American imperialists, knavish scoundrels

AWAKE!



bent on overthrowing the sacred Commu-
nist government of Poland. Singling
Scheider out, the prosecutor charged him
with responsibility for the death of 560
Soviet soldiers, 10 Soviet partisans, and
a woman major of the Red army, while he
was himself a prisoner in a Nazi concentra-
tion camp during World War II. In fact,
if one were to believe this account, Hitler’s
own SS men were even subordinate to
Scheider. So, in conclusion, the state attor-
ney demanded the death penalty for Schei-
der, and for the others, sentences ranging
from B8 to 15 years in prison.,

Opportunity was now afforded the four
defense lawyers to present their argu-
ments in behalf of those already judged
“guilty”. Because these lawyers were offi-
cially assigned to the case by the court
just before trial began, they were unable
to familiarize themselves with the facts of
th& case set forth in 14 thick volumes. As
a consequence, their refutation was weak
and ineffective, and that was the way it
was supposed to be, according to Commu-
nist court procedure. /

It was now time for the pronouncement
of sentence, but before the judges would
do this their great sense of justice, love
and mercy demanded that they allow the
defendants to freely speak their mind.
What a striking similarity between this in-
stance and the display of a cat’s love and
mercy toward a mouse caught in its
clutches just before it is gulped down!

But Scheider took advantage of the op-
portunity to speak and bear witness to the
truth. He observed that the truth had not
been found with those who keep court;
that the truth had been trodden underfoot
by responsible men, had been turned up-
side down, had been suppressed and even
killed by his accusers; that all those who
are liars, falsifiers, and hypocrites would
surely be welcome friends with his accus-
ers. On the other hand, he declared that
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what had occurred on thls occasion proved
that people of God who speak the truth
are spitefully hated, reproached and perse-
cuted. He said that he was fully conscious
that very heavy accusations were laid
against him, and the most severe sentence
was demanded; nevertheless, he was not
guilty of any such crimes, If, therefore, he
was to suffer death he would surely re-
main in the meinory of Jehovah God, who
has promised all such a resurrection. Con-
sequently, he declared that he was putting
full trust and confidence in the precious
promises of Jehovah, and was not begging
the court for any special favors. The other
defendants each in turn followed Scheider,
and once more they briefly declared their
innocence, yet asked for nothing.

Throughout the three-day trial the de-
fendants were foully mistreated in many
ways. To maKe their defense more diffi-
cult they were refused paper and pencil
They were not allowed to see members of
their families. They were forced to go all
day without anything to eat, being for-
bidden to receive food from anyone. Fiend-
ish murderers are not treated that way
even by the Communists. Time and time
again, whenever the defendants touched
on Biblical themes or points of faith and
belief (important matters directly con-
nected with their activity and the charges
made against them), the court interrupted,
shouting they would not be converted,
they would not be preached to, they would
not allow any spouting off, etc, But in spite
of such hateful abuse the conduct of all
seven was a magnificent testimony in it-
self,

On March 22, 1951, judgment was an-
nounced, Scheider was condemned to life
imprisonment, and the rest received prison
sentences ranging from 5 to 15 years.
With the exception of one, all seven suf-
fered loss of their property to the state
and loss of all civil rights for 5 years.
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Much Good Resulted from Trial

The press and radio paid very little at-
tention to the trial, and what they did
present was only a repetition of the defam-
atory charges made previously by the
state. But in spite of this, there was a
great deal of interest manifest by the peo-
ple in general, This is attributed to several
reasons: (1) During the past year the
authorities have made a great noise over
their outlawing this “subversive” group
called Jehovah's witnesses; .(2) this group
continued to display a fearless attitude
even though it found itself pitted against
the fierce power of the modern totalitarian
machine; (3) the stepped-up and intensive
missionary activity of Jehovah'’s witnesses
has done much to inform the people as to
who they are and what they believe and
teach; {(4) many faithful Catholics are be-
coming more and more dissatisfied with
the vague and compromising position tak-
en by their own ecclesiastical Hierarchy
toward the ever-widening claims and de-
mands of the total state, but in Jehovah's
witnesses they see a most uncompromising
attitude expressed toward the atheists and
godless elements of this old world.

The press reports on other trials of a
similar nature always carry an account of
self-accusation and confession of guilt by
the condemned, whereas, in this case the
press failed to publish any statements
made by the defendants. This fact alone
aroused many thinking persons to wonder
if the charges made by the government
were true. One man told how his suspi-
ciorfs were aroused to the point where he
went to the court to see and hear for him-
self, However, he was so angered and dis-
appointed at not obtaining entrance (only
a hand-picked few of the public were ad-
mitted to this ‘“public” trjal) he made it
his business to get in touch with some of
Jehovah's witnesses and learn the truth
about this matter firsthand.
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One of the fortunate few who were
privileged to hear part of the trial dis-
closed to one of Jehovah's witnesses what
impression it had made on him, “All of
the accused in the dock,” he said, “made
an extraordinarily dignified and favorable
impression. It was a great satisfaction to
me to see how courageously and firmly
they defended their convictions and faith

in harmony with what they had previously

preached.” Throughout the villages too
the people were not timid in expressing
their sympathy for Jehovah's witnesses.

Next door to one of Jehovah's witnesses
lived a lady who until now refused to lis-
ten to the Kingdom message. One morning
during the trial she came over to the wit-
ness’ home, paper in hand, and eXclaimed:
“I absolutely do not believe this; these peo-
ple are innocent of that which they are
charged. They are good people who suffer
for their faith in the true God, and they
surely have an unshakable faith!” This
woman was now eager to learn about Jeho-
vah's blessed kingdom.

There is truly a remarkable parallel be-
tween the eXxperiences of these modern
Christians and those that befell Chris-
tians nineteen centuries ago. Christ him-
self, a man “holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners”, was given a mock
trial and put to death on false charges, with
false witnesses speaking lies against him.
{(Hebrews 7:26) His disciples and apostles
suffered similar persecution, even as he had
said they would. So here is an identifying
mark by which people of good wil] recog-
nize those who are trte Christians. (Mat-
thew 10:16-18; John 15:20, 21; 2 Timothy
3:12) The outcome of that fiery trial upon
the early church was a great expansion of
the preaching activity, with multitudes
gaining a knowledge of the truth and tak-
ing their stand for God and his kingdom.
Today the persecution of Jehovah's wit-
nesses brings similar gratifying results.

AWAKE!
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ROM September 11 to

14, 1950, the Genetics
Society of America held
a “Golden Jubilee” of
genetics in Columbus,
Qhio. Offhand, this lone
fact may not seem importamt to you, Yet
genetics, refative baby among the sciences,
should be as personal to each of us as any
technical subject under the sun. In brief, it
is the science of what we are and how we
came to be that way. It is the study of
heredity.

On the opening night of the jubilee, Dr.
Richard Goldschmidt, retired professor of
zoology at the University of California, re-
ferred to the following five “insights which
genetics had added to the store of our
knowledge”. As quoted by the New York

“5. Maternal and paternal chromosomes
can break between two genes to ‘cross
over’, permitting a recommendation of
all traits introduced by two different
parents.”-

Even a general coverage of genetics
must be prefaced by an elementary knowl-
edge of the mechanisms it studies. We
learn that life is composed of cells, small-
est particles of living matter able to trans.
form matter and energy. Within the cells
chromosomes form containing genes, the
carriers of heredity from the pells involved
in reproduction to the offspring. The sex
or germ cells are called gametes. The male
gametes are the spermatozoa in animal Jife
and the pollen in plants. The female ga-
metes are the ova produced in animals and
the ovules of plants. There are said to be
from 20,000 to 42,000 genes in each cell
of the human body.

Though genes have not been positively
seen, their existence receives constantly.
increasing support. Incidentally, Science
News Letter of January 29, 1949, said:
“Genes . . . have apparently had their pho-
tographs taken with the aid of the super-
magnifying electron microscope.” The bul-
letin stated that the electron beams had
been turned on photographs of minute sec-
tions from the head of a fruit fly; then the
item continued: “The photographs dis-

Times, these are:

“1. Genetics has unequivocally
separated heredity and non-
heredity changes of the organism.

“2 Mutation is established as
~ the only proved means of heredity
change.

“3. The material basis of hered-
ity is localized in the chromosomes
with their trait-carrying genes.

“4  (Genes are the smallest chro-
mosotre units that can mutate.

9000

DIAGRAM ILLUSTRATING MENDEL'S

Red White
# @ Parents
\ First
Geaneration

Second

000 L

@ W cen

LAW

e

/
®

OCTOBER 8, 1951



closed the presence, within the chromo-
somes, of small, fairly even-sized bits of
matter, occupying positions that previous
theoretical considerations, backed by
mathematical calculations, indicated should
be the positions of the genes, the hitherto
invisible physico-chemical units that con-
trol heredity in plants and animals.”

From Whom Did We Inherit Genelics?

Though the secience of genetics was only
fifty years old Iast year, the foundation on
which the modern study is built was buried
in an obscure publication of 1869 by a
Czechoslovakian monk, Abbé Gregor Jo-
hann Mendel. At the time, his theories
were spumed by nineteenth-century sci-
ence; and some believe that due to short-
comings in scientific knowledge then, Men-
del was unabhle ta accoumnt for certain incon-
sigtencies in his own findings and lacked
conclusive faith in them himself.

With a look at creation’s complex fam-
ilies of life, each reproductive of its own
kind, you see what Mendel noticed. But
he wished to go farther. For example, he
was interested in the effect produced by
uniting two similar varieties of life differ-
ing in only one quality. Taking a tall gar-
den pea plant, Mendel removed its anthers
before ripening of the pollen; then when
the female stipmas were ready, added the
pollen from a dwarf variety of the same
type of plant. The resulting offspring were
uniformly all tall plants. This js called the
monohybrid cross, first generation (F,).
Seeds of this first generation were allowed
to reproduce without interference, and
Mendel found the second generation (F'.)
plants were both tall and dwarf in the pro-
portion of three to one in favor of the talls,
Mendel assumed that each individual con-
tained two factors for each quality but that
in the germ cells used to propagate only
one would be transmitted, to be reunited
with a partner following fertilization.
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Mendel’s experiments continued, He nemt
crossed plants with two distinet differ-
ences: those bearing seeds yellow and
round were joined with those producing
green and wrinkled seeds. The second gen-
eration came through in the same propor-
tion, only with more combinations in-
volved. Cut of sixteen possible matches,
9/16 were yellow and round, 3/16 yellow
and wrinkled, 3/16 green and round and
1/16 green and wrinkled. This provided
the basis for Mendel’'s second law, which
stated that when more than one pair of
contrasted genes {(genes for tallness vs.
those for dwarfness, for example) are in-
volved in a cross, each pair assorts inde-
pendently of the others. Finally, Mendel,
in his most elaborate experiment, crossed
parent stocks with like genes for three
separate sets of characters. Again, the
same principle was shown, but with eight
kinds of germ cells or gametes instead of
two or four. Thus, sixty-four genetic com-
binations of eight physical types resulted
in the F, generation,

This Varied yelt Stable Life

It remained for ifater experiments to un-
cover other principles as fundamental to
the study of heredity as Mendel’s basic
laws, For instance, the independent assort-
ment, of which he spoke in his second law
was found subject to variations, It was
discovered that many groups of two-or
more genes tend to be inherited together
in a process called linkage. Such genes in
a common linkage group are found to re-
side in one chromosome. Occasionally,
factors usually linked will exchange with
other pairs or groups of factors in what is
known as crossing over. Incidentally, each
gene is established to have a precise loca-
tion in the linear order of the chromosome.
This position in relation to the gene's link-
age partner influences the frequency of the
cross-over between those particular genes
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and their contrasting factors. When pres-
ent the contrasting factor occupies the
position normally taken by the linkage
partner,

This exactness of formation amid the
very complex picture of life’s many forms
provides further cause for awe of all crea-
tion. It is essential to note that, as the
book Man and the Biological World tells
us, “The great majority of genes are re-
markably stable, existing unchanged for
hundreds or thousands of generations, and
when an ‘occasional individual gene does
change, the new mutant appears to have
a stability very like that of the original
gene from which it came.” The rare
changes possible for genes are called mu-
‘tations, but the foregoing statement would
rule out the possibility that mutations
make possible anything like an uncon-
trolled constant series of changes among
life forms. The same authority refers to
mutation as the provider of a “new varia-
tion that is due to the origin of a new
gene”. The word variation is important
in that a variation of an original species
is very different from the. formation of a
new natural species or basic “kind”.

Sex cells undergo a special division
Known as meiosis while in the process of
- maturing. In this stage their similar genes
are attracted into pairs. Generally, these
pairs involve genes inherited from the
male parent matched with some inherited
from the female parent. When unnatural
parents produce an offspring, they give
it chromosomes and genes not apt to pair
readily. Therefore, the hybrid’s chances of
being fertile are extremely slight. In con-
cise phrase, Scientific American, April,
1951, puts it this way:

“To form functioning sex cells the chro-
mosomes must find mates that are very
like themselves in genetic composition,

When two different species are crossed,

the chromosomes that the hybrid receives
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from one parent may differ from those it
gets from the other, 8o that pairing of the
chromosomes 1s difficult or impossible. As
a result the meiotic cell divisions are much
disturbed, and those sex cells that do
emerge have abnormal, disharmonious
combinations of chromosomes.”

“After Iis Kind”

Thus in a truly scientific way lite is
proved as varied as its many families and
subdivisions and as stable as the sturdy
genes and chromosomes. The harsh reac-
tion encountered immediately upon mak-
ing unnatural crosses at once testifies to
the inborn tendency for like to bring forth
only its like, “after its Kind.” The most
ancient and reliable source in agreement
with this obvious principle is the Bible. To
the Bible, then, for its absorbing account
of the earth’s biology, found in its open-
ing chapter:

“And God said, Let the earth put forth
grass, herbs yielding seed, and fruit-trees
bearing fruit after their kind, wherein is
the seed thereof, upon the earth: amd it
was so. And the earth brought forth grass,
herbs yielding seed after their kind, and
trees bearing fruit, wherein is the seed
thereof, after their kind: and God saw
that it was good. And God created the
great sea-monsters, and every living crea-
ture that moveth, wherewith the waters
swarmed, after their kind, and every
winged bird after its kind: and God saw
that it was good. And God said, Let the
¢arth bring forth living creatures after
their kind, cattle, and creeping things, and
beasts of the earth after their kind: and
it was so. And God made the beasts of the
earth after their kind, and the cattle after
their kind, and everything that creepeth
upon the ground after its kind,”—Genesis
1:11, 12, 21, 24, 25, Am. Stan. Ver.

But the final achievement to crown the
creative works of the earth was man him-
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self, His superiority over the rest was
shown clearly in the mandate awarded
him by his Creator to care for and dress
the earth, to exercise dominion over it and

to multiply and fill it with his own human-
kind. {(Genesis 1:28) This most interesting
of all earthly life we will consider in great-
er detail in a future issue.

Vaudeville of the Deep

In the midst of one of Florida’s resort play-
grounds, a few miles from St. Augustine, ex-
perts in seaside showmanship have created
an ideal arrangement for viewing the oOcean
depths with all their romance and color and
without the peril that accompanies deep-sea
adventure, Specifically, this oceanarium is in
the Marine Studios at Marineland, Florida,

The studios consist of two Jarge tanks
joined together by a flume, One tank is circu-
lar, seventy-five feet in diameter and fifteen
feet deep, while the other is rectangular, forty
by one hundred, and twelve feet deep. Paort-
holes line the walls of the immense tanks so
that visitors can observe the undersea show
ahd glimpse the marine life there in its natural
seiting. The backdrop is complete and realis-
tic. At one end a seven-ton coral reef wlill be
seen, and an eight-ton rock ledge elsewhere.
A sunken ship is even added io afford some
measure of protection for the smaller forms
of life in the oceanarium as well as to provide
the proper scenery.

Visitors to this natural marine theater are
not disappointed, for they see things not dupli-
cated anywhere else in the United States. They
have watched wide eved while scientists poured
castor oil down the throat of a sick baby
porpoise. They have been entertained to see a
diver muzzle a hig turile so that other species
present would be assured a fair share of the
food before the “big eater” was turned loose
on it. Once when a great manta ray staged a
hunger strike the onlookers were treated to the
sight of staff members force feeding the for-
bidding creature. Regularly they can delight to
see the large and playful porpoises being fed.
‘These gentle fish will come to the surface at
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feeding time, make their way to the feeding
platform and leap as high as eight to ten feet
out of the water to snateh their food from the
hand of a waiting attendant.

It is an art to bring the great variety of
sea life present into this showplace alive. Since
virtually everything from snails to sharks will
be found there, somne may wonder how such
vicious creatures as the shark are “transplant-
ed” to the new inland home. After their cap:
ture, sharks are doped, then,'when landed,
placed in a tank, An attendant will grasp the
upper fin of each of two of them and walk be-
tween themn in shallow water, thus forcing
water through their gills until they resume
breathing.

M course, Keeping house for a miniature
ocean 1s no small task. The water is kept clear
and fresh at all times through constant cir-
culation effected by the work of giant pumps
handling eight million gallons a day. To pre-
vent the growth of algae plants that would
otherwise rapidly obscure vision, the portholes
and walls of the tanks are scrubbed well with
rubber sponges, Also, the “carpet” of sand,
sheils and materials in the foor of the tanks
is taken up every two weeks. This is done by
a special giant vacuum cleaner. The material
thus taken up weighs about six tons. It is sterd:
lized, then replaced by pressure hose,

In all, scores of species of marine life will
be found in this gutstanding oceanarium. Un-
like any other aquarium, no effort is made to
separate the forms of life according to their
traits and manners. Rather, all of them, play-
ful porpoise, deadly shark, jewfish, angel fish,
turtles, manta rays and countless others, min-
gle together in their new realistic ocean home.
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“"For Better or

for Worse”

N- FROM just two to
six minutes a discon-
tented spouse can shed
an unwanted mate in a
Las Vepas, Nevada,
courtroom—or in a num-
ber of similar courtrooms
throughout the nation.
Of course, the tech-
nicality of a legal residence must first be
established; in Nevada that takes just six
weeks. This plus the friendly Nevadans and
especially the Las Vegans or Renoans’ non-
chalant attitude toward divorce make that
enterprise Nevada's leading “industry’.

Commenting on the matter in its arti-
cle, “The Not So Gay Divorcees,” Pageant
magazine, of October, 1950, stated: “You
need, of course, a reason for wanting a
divorce—but it does not have to be an
especially strong ohe, or even, in some
cases, a true one.” Examples cited by the
writer bore out this point. One case was
waiting her turn in Las Vegas because
after the war she found her husband “a
different person”. Of her husband another
-said: “He was swell, but I think he took
more notice of his family than of me.”
A twenty-one-year-old gir! with already
one divorce in her past confessed the first
one occurred because “we were two stub-
born kids”. Now ready to divorce her sec-
ond husband, an air cadet, she said simply:
“My husband wants to fly. I want to raise
cattle.” In methodical fashion, some trip
gaily from the divorce court straight to
the marriage license bureau,

But not alone one locality, rather the
entire nation has contributed its share

OCTOBER 8, 1951

toward the reputation in
Furope that divorce is
another “American lux-
ury”. A woman in Qre-
gon applies for her fif-
teenth divorce, involving
twelve different men over
a twenty-two-year peri-
od. One of the men was
remarried to be both husband number
three and number four. Another, num-
ber six, repained favor to become num-
ber seven, then lost out temporarily to
number eight, only to rejoin the ranks
later as number nine. Hollywood restricts
most of its happy endings to the screen
and suffers as the most highly publicized
failure front in marriage.

If not always possible to condone Amer-
tca’s free and easy divorce grounds, at
least it is often easy to offer sympathy,
For instance, there is the young Chicago
woman who refused her husband ten dol-
lars to bet on a “sure shot” horse. When
the horse won the husband struck his wife
with a newspaper, and she won a divorce
for cruelty. Another Chicago woman com-
plained that her husband had spent all of
his time driving his truck and spending
money on it. Confronted with a choice he-
tween. the truck and his wife and baby,
she said he left home with the truck. An
Towa wife filed for divorce, charging that
her husband had compelled her to carry
milk pails, pitch hay and saw wood. She
endured this treatment, but one day when
the demanding husband was displeased
with her showing at the woodpile, she
alleged he struck her and locked her out.
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On the husbands’ side, one oppressed
male was dominated by his wife’s “four-
teen point program”, which included an
eighty-dollar fine for forgetting anniver-

aries and a demand that he adopt her son

y a former marriage. Rule thirteen de-
nied him any kisses for a week for infrac-
tion of any other rules.

High Crimes and Low Morals

Today’s picture is a far ery from antiq-
uity, as, for instance, when pharisaical
teachers rose up {0 ruin ancient Israel
with their traditions. Under the corrupt
teachings of these men the woman was
ground to nothing, classed with slaves and
idiots and below beasts. A husband could
divorce his wife for nothing more than
spoiling his food, living ten years with him
without producing a child, committing any
act offensive to him, or simply because
he found someone better looking. Simi-
larly, in some lands today, woman has few
rights. In Egypt a few years ago, a woman
greeted her husband returning from a long
trip overenthusiastically, biting his 1ip in
the act. When he died of infection there-
from, a court with no emotion sent the
poor widow to the dungeon for six months
for “marital negligence”.

Harsh such extremes, but can the Unit-
ed States and other liberal lands boast in
their “emancipation”? The soaring divorce
rate that in 1945 and 1946 reached the
staggering average of one for every three
new American marriages obviously an-
swers in the negative, Figures for this land
and for the world indicate clearly that “for
better or for worse” certainly is not the
basis of modern marriage, In parts of Ger-
many during those monumental years, di-
vorces were actually outhumbering mar-
riages. In England and Wales 1943’s di-
vorces more than doubled those of the
preceding year. Canadian couples in 1346
spent 31,250,000 on court and legal fees,
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True, those years climaxing the war and
its immediate aftermath, provided unusu-
ally high figures. However, without such
“exceptional” conditions divorce continues
to provide lucrative livelihoods to lawyers
and some communities. It yet plagues
civilization’s social fabric and remains a
constant shadow of fear Iurking over the
family circle.

There is more to consider. Rampaging
delinquency, immorality and high crimes
scourge. the earth as never before. Evi-
dence mounts until undeniable that the
“critical times hard to deal with” fore-
cast by the Bible have arrived with a crash
upon this generation. In the midst of
threatening moral chaos, moralists of the
world consider the home the last safeguard
against barbarism. But the tide for evil
finds the weak unable to stand alone. They
look to other men and women like them-
selves for example. They turn toward
screen idols, for instance, only to find
examples like the following, evidencing the
low ebb to which humanity has come:

Well-known Barbara Stanwyck appears
in court to be freed of her eleven-year
marriage to Robert Taylor. Reporting Miss
Stanwyck’s plea, Time, March 3, 1951,
said that “Taylor had enjoyed his freedom
while making a movie in Italy and wanted
‘to continue his life without restriction.’ ”
At about the same time, while being ques-
tioned by a reporter, glamorous '‘Linda
Damell produced a copy of a telegram she
had sent her just-divorced husband. It
read: ‘“Hi, dear. All went very smoothly.
Congrats. You're a free man. Have a drink
with me at 8 o'clock your time tonight.
Love, Linda.”

“There Is Always Divorce”

In the face of such flippancy by the ex-
amples of the youth, is it any wonder that
three years ago a survey reported that of
125 youngsters between sixteen and
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twenty, eighty-five per cent said they were

unafraid of marriage because “i it doesn’t

work out, there is always divorce”. Youths
reared in such atmosphere inherit the de-
linquency of their elders. By now, there-
fore, whole generations are entering into
marriage with the light attitude that
“there is always divorce”. Years pass only
to witness further liberties. Just after the
first of this year the press reported a mate
swap between two married couples in
Paradise, California, the second such oc-
currence in that town within a year. All
the partners involved, according to report,
remained on friendly terms. Eskimos bor-
row one another’'s wives and think nothing
of it. Western civilization does the very
game thing behind a mask of professed
Christianity. In his book Top of the World,
Eskimo writer Hans Ruesch has an Eski-
mo innocently ask a white man, “Don't
you people borrow other men’s wives?”
How would vou answer that question?

In distinction to the easy divorce states,
New York holds to a strict law, permitting
adultery as virtually the only acceptable
grounds. Rather than solving the problem,
however, this has only prompted forma-
tion of “divorce mills”. An “identified
womman” is planted in a hotel room with a
co-operative husband so that the wife can
come along with witnesses and “discover”
them there. In one case a man unwittingly
shot and killed his estranged wife while
she was breaking into his cottage with a
host of private detectives in the hope of
catching him in adultery.

On all sides, therefore, the facts cry for
a solution if the sacred bonds of matri-
mony are to be preserved from complete
disintegration. In 1700 the British Parlia-
ment acted to protect an unsuspecting
male from being drawn into a match he
would later regret in disillusionment, The
law passed then provided that any woman
who enticed a man into marriage through
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the gubterfuge of scent, paints, cosmetic
washes, artificial teeth, false heir, Spanish
wool, iron stays, hoops, high-heeled shoes
or bolstered hips, should draw upon her
the penalty prescribed for witcheraft, and
additionally, her marriage would be de-
clared void. But the ladies. outlived the
law, Later, legislators vielded to their
rights, and so now it is once more a case
of ‘all fair in love and war’ in Britain, and
the gentlemen simply have to take their
chances,

Later attempts have tried through the
same legal avenue to legislate morals into
marriage by discouraging easy divorce.
Other localities have employed the easy
method. Both have been discussed and the
reader is left to conclude that imperfect
human laws alone are insufficient.

Hypocrisy Mars Religious Indignation

Above and beyond the legal side, under-
standing is needed. Modemm trends empha-
size thorough preparation for marriage
and some have offered “commandments’
for happy marriage, including generosity
and mutual sharing of problems and inter-
ests. To handle inevitable occasional quar-
rels, one authority advises to always settle
the matter before retiring. Since Jehovah
God instituted the first human marriage,
it is quite right that his Word should be
consulted on marriage and when, if at all,
its dissolution is proper. After acknowledg-
ing the Mosaic law provision of divorce,
Jesus set the proper standard for Chris-
tlans in laying down adultery as the only
cause for severance of the marriage ties
short of death. (Matthew 5:32; 19:9; Mark
10:11, 12) He referred his listeners to the
beginning of man’s days in Eden, where
only one wife was furnished Adam and no
provision for divorce was made,

Some religious organizations, such as
the Roman Catholic Church, bar divorce
under any conditions, not even permitting
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remarriage when the partner is guilty of
adultery. Such view is extreme, oppressive
and unscriptural, Furthermore, the hypoc-
risy attending its enforcement is deplored
by honest persons. Dignitaries fuss. They
fume. Yet divorece and remarriage of prom-
inent celebrities skip by unnoticed. And
in 1949 when the pope publicly warned
Catholic judges throughout the world
against granting civil divorces for mar-
riages “valid before God and the church”,
this embarrassing position for American
Catholic jurists was explained away by a
Catholic University professor of moral
theology, the “Very Rev.” Francis J. Con-
nell, C.Ss.R. While admitting that a Cath-
olic judge could not conscientiously claim
to separate a couple in the sight of God,
he added: “However it is not intrinsicaily
wrong for him to declare that as far as
the civil law is concerned, they are no
longer to be regarded as husband and wife,
Hence for a good reason, he is allowed to
make such declaration,” Whether or not
the pope was in harmony with this *good
reason’’ could not be detex:mined.

Love and Godliness the Answer

However, sincere persons, disgusted with
global immorality, and disillusioned with
hypocritical Christendom, need not go in
want for instruction. God’s great book,
the Bible, aptly teaches the Creator’s wise
[aw concerning the marriage state and its
protection. From the first, God provided
for a human family relationship. Disagree-
ments may come but love must prevail.
“In this way husbands ought to be loving
their wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his wife loves himself, for no man
ever hated his own flesh, but he feeds and
cherishes it."—Ephesians 3:28, 29, New
World Trans.

So man and woman do not have to be
identical and the same to live together to
God’s glory and their own happiness. Even
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modern science recognizes that they are
not alike, Dr, Paul Popenoe, director of
the American Institute of Family Rela-
tions, Los Angeles, California, in a speech
on June 28, 1949, said: “Equality does not
exist in nature. The obvious truth is that
while the two sexes have greater resem-
blances than differences, they also have
extremely important characteristics in
which they are not only different but in
which each one is superior in some re-
dpects and inferior in others.”” Harmoni-
ously with this the Bible counsels the hus-
band to assign the wife “honor as to a
weaker vessel” (1 Peter 3:7, NW), and
adds, “let wives be in subjection to their
hushands.” (Ephesians 5:22, NW) The
sexes joined, each has the necessities to
complete the other and contribute to mu-
tual love, happiness and godliness.

Love, happiness, godliness! Yes, all can
be achieved even in this sick, dying and
delinguent old world. True, it will soon be
infinitely easier to carry out the human
marriage relationship in God’s long-
promised new world ‘where righteousness
is to dwell’; but this fact by no means
makes the standard impossible for Chris-
tians now. In fact, they are obliged to so
live in accord with God’s Word. Their will-
ing obedience will only mean joy fo them.
This world may have neither the courage
nor the love, happiness or godliness to keep
its sworn trusts before God. Its vow of “for
better or for worse” may be meaningless.
It may selfishly live only for the better,
and flee when the worse comes. But true
Christians will remember their sacred con-
tract under all conditlons and in sickniess
and in health. They will thus defeat im-
norality and live to see the early end of
all unpleasantness, welcoming in the very
best of times, better than any ever known
or conceived, for man, woman and child
through the unfading righteousness of
God’s Kingdom rule.
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‘‘Everybody’s business is
nobedy’s concern”

O MAN in his right mind

would literally throw
away his money. He loves
himself altogether too much to do such
a foolish thing. Now if a man loved his
neighbor as he loved himself, he would not
throw away his neighbor’s money any
more than he would throw away his own,
would he? The way some in public office
throw away their neighbor’s money forces
us to the conclusion that they certainly do
not love their neighbors,as themselves.

Let us start with the president. His pay,
said by some t0 be the highest in the
world, is estimated at $3,500,000 annually
after taxes have been deducted. Not only
does he have a “take home pay” of $110,-
(000, but also 42 facilities for traveling,
vacationing and entertaining. Included are
two palatial planes, a yacht, a private pull-
man car, vacation retreats in Florida and
Maryland, and 35 White House automo-
biles. It takes 665 persons to look after
these at a cost of $1,491,540 a year, Addi-
tionally he has a personal staff of 223. His
predecessor, F>.D.R., had a personal staff
of 53. By all odds Truman is the most ex-
pensive president the United States has
ever had., But is he the best?

Not included in the above are the oppor-
tunities of providing jobs for friends by
giving a little ¢ountry such as Luxembourg
a ministry. Annual cost, a million a year.
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And as regards the Execu-
tive Department, it uses close
to 20,000 autos, and that does -
not include those used by De-
fense persgnnel. One senator
suggested that these be paint-
ed yellow, but another replied that then the
streets .of Washington would look like
bunches of bananas!

And what about congressmen? A few of
the more glaring examples of corruption
Ianded in jail; but we wonder, are all the
others examples of civic virtue? What
about a certain congressman from OKla-
homa who placed his friend on the govern-
ment payroll for §$7,720, while that one was
working full time for a private firm at
$4,000 a year? The same congressman had
another friend on the government payroil
for $2,298 who did nothing but look after
the congressman’s private real estate busi-
ness. Are these typical or isolated cases?

F'ear of losing thelr Jobs makes congress-
men veritable lackeys for their constitu-
ents, one estimating that 70 per cent of
his time was so spent. But they cannot
afford to do otherwise, as such favors
count more in getting votes than voting
right on the vital issues of the day. In-
¢luded in such favors are the supporting
of local projects regardless of merit or ex-
pense. And to secure enough votes for his
constituent’s project, he agrees to sup-
port the meritless projects sponsored by
other congressmen, and thus we have the
Arnerican phenomenon known as “Pork
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Barrel” spending. Waste and more waste!
What a2 sad commentary on democracy!

Recently Congress was asked to invest
in a voting machine that takes but a few
geconds Instead of as much as forty min-
utes to record a vote. Seventeen states so
far have installed this machine, and none
that did ever went back to the roll call
method. Although such a machine would
save one month of time in every session,
Congress was hot interested. Waste has
become such a habit that it refuses even
to consider economizing on time.

Deparimental Waste

How much regard do State Depart-
ment personnel have for their neighbors’
money? Although it was paying 410 per-
sons to plan and safeguard its expendi-
tures, none of-these noticed an overpay-
ment of 3100 million to the UNRRA.
What's a mere $100 million? State Depart-
ment dinners cost $8 a plate, and at these
dinners thirteen State Department emis-
saries attended for each dignitary being
feted. Typical of the way the State Depart-
ment spent the ERP funds was the $15,000
it gave to a certain night club in Rome so
that Holy Year tourists could meet the
blue bloods of Italian aristecracy under the
right swroundings, Thus the tourists
“would get a good impression and come
back again”.

Or consider the Justice Department. As
long as it is in Washington, D.C., opines
one newspaper correspondent, there will
be no unemployment among lawyers. It
had at least 1,600 on its payroll in 1950
and is asking for more. “Sixteen of them
engage in private practice, seldom visit
their offices, yet receive {ull pay, accrued
leave and 30-day annual vacations.”

The way the Agriculture Department
wastes its neighbors’ money is an old, oft-
repeated tale. On the one hand the depart-
ment pays farmers to improve their soil
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and increase their crops and on the other
hand it worries about what to do with the
surplus thug created. It pegs prices of food
so high that it pays to import:it. For ex-
ample: millions of bags of potatoes were
imported from Canada, selling even in
New Orleans at 40 cents less per hundred-
weight than U, S. potatoes; millions of
pounds of dried eggs imported from China
were selling at about half the U, S, price.
Its pegging of such farm commodities has
cost the government well over a billioh
dollars in recent years.

At the very time the government had a
100-million-pound surplus of butter on
hand it lowered the import duty on butter,
thus making it still more difficult to get
rid of its surplus. In February 1951 the
government sold 1,300,000 pounds of sur-
plus butter to Italy at 15 cents a pound and
two months later started to buy butter
again, some 50 thousand pounds, at 64
cents a pound. Does it make sense?

All the departments seem to be affected
by the purchasing disease. The Hoover
Commission found $27 billion of supplies
in the various departments and an over-
all average of 3% typewriters for every
employee using one, But what’s 3} type-
writers per employee compared with the
navy record of some 300 oyster forks for
each person in the navy? Yes, an investi-
gating committee discovered that the navy
had 11 million dozen oyster forks on hand,
or 300 for every man jack!

They all also seem te be fond of print—
ing literature, One senator estimated the
annual waste of printing needless itemns at -
$25 million. One check revealed 83,000
different items printed by the various de-
partments in the course of a year. Forbes,
a business magazine, told that “‘a survey
by a subcommittee of the House Commit-
tee on Expenditures, 80th Congress,
showed that 100 pages of the New York
Times would be required to print all the
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handout material received by that news-
paper from federal agencies during g sin-
gle week”, Among such useless literature
was a beautifully bound children’s recrea-
tion book which told them how to play

such games as “This Is My Nose” and

“White Men and Indians”, and pamphlets
on how to determine the sex of water-
melons, recipes for cooking muskrat meat,
ete., ad infinitum, ad nauseam.

Another wanton waste of money is in
the cost of putting through orders for sup-
plies. These average from §7 to $24 each,
depending upon the department jssuing
them. Drinking cups worth $2.45 for the
Bureau of Reclamation had added to them
the “administrative cost of $17.357, How
could a private business prosper if it paid
seven times as much to process an order
as the actual cost of the order itself? And
more and still worse! A magazine costing
50 cents cost the taxpayers $13.89 to get,
or almost 28 times the cost of the maga-
zine was spent ordering it!

And what about the efficiency and mo-
rale of the working force in the depart-
ments in Washington? One legislator esti-
mated that one-third, or some 700,000 em-
ployees, could be dropped without interfer-
ing with any government services, while
another one went so far as to say that only
25 per cent of the force now working
would be needed if all really worked. One
woman, a civilian in g military establish-
ment, resigned after she watched “part of
the job (which had not the remotest com-
bat significance) that [she], a woman,
once did alone, divided among a lieutenant
colonel, a major, a captain and an addi-
tional civilian”. Don’t men have any more
self-respect?

Employees told investigators that they
were “forced to falsify records by signing
erroneous work progress reports and were
threatened with punitive action when they
sought relief”. Also, “There was not enough
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work to keep more than & third of us busy
at any time. Supervisors sat and talked all
day. I was told to write personal letters,
ete., just to appear busy in case some of
the officials came through the room.”

And What About Big Business,
the NAM, etc?
Many are the big busihess organizations
that lampoon Congress and the govern-
ment departments for the way they spend
the taxpayers’ money, but how much
neighbor love do any of them show? When
big business representatives came to Wash-
ington to help government production and
control they went in for so much over-
stuffed leather furniture and other fancy
office furnishings that it became necessary
for Congress 1o specify the type of equip-
ment that each might order, limiting the
fancy furnishings to the men making
310,000 a year or more.

And what about the way business is ex-
Ploiting the tax incentive provision of the
rearmament program? Briefly, by this
means the government would reimburse
the omes who built plants because of de-
fense orders. The firms could deduct twen-
ty per cent of the cost of the plant each
year from their taxes, the plant thus being
paid for in five.years instead of twenty,
five per cent being the usual amount al-
lowed for plant amortization. By August
1951 some eight billion dollars in tax in-
centives had been granted, meaning a loss -
of $6.4 billion in taxes during the next
five years.

Until a congressional committee called a
halt, the National Produection Board, which
had charge of tax incentives, allowed each
request “without any effort to verify the
self-serving statements on 2ach application
and entirely on a first-come, first-served
basis”. All of a sudden every expansion
made was because of defense orders and
to be paid for by the government!
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Business is also wasting the taxpayers’
money by obtaining questionable loans for
the construction of plants. The NFPB grant-
ed a loan of $8 million to three men who
had but $600 and an idea for a steel plant,
Investigators found: “Every government
official with a background either in steel
or financial matters who had occasion to
study the-application recommended against
it. Yet the loan was granted with a speed
not generally found in a government
agency.”” A number of such questionable
loans were uncovered.

True, government officials are blame-
worthy for their laxity in granting tax in.
centives and questionable loans, and for let-
ting refrigerators, television sets and mink
coats influence them. But, has it ever
dawned on Big Business that if they really
wanted government economy they them-
selves should begin to clean house by go-
ing on record against any such acts of cor-
rupting public officials? Who pays the
‘'five per centers”?

In view of the foregoing is it any won-
der that, allowing for the depreciation of
the dollar and increase of populatién, the
national debt is six times as large in 1951
as it was in 1930, amounting to $257.4
billion, or about $1,700 for every man,
woman and child? From 1940 to 1950 the
costs of the Department of Commerce have
inereased 1,049 per cent; those of the De-
partment of the Interior, 696 per cent;
those of the Department of Labor, 1,283
per cent; those of the State Department,
1,634 per cent, etc.

The Hoover Commission spent 19 months
in making 18 reporis on increasing gov-
ernment efficiency and cutting out waste,
Describing the situation a year later,
Hoover stated: ‘““There are corners where
dust, cobwebs and red tape have not been
cleared out for at least 50 years.” Now,
after two and a half years, less than half
of the commission’s recommendations have
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been adopted. According to the latest bul-
letin of this commission, the Agriculture
Department "has not adopted a single
recommendation, has still 100 per cent to
go; the V. A. and the Social Security and
Indian Affairs Departments have adopted
only five per cent of them, leaving still
95 per cent to go; the Treasury Depart-
ment has still 80 per cent to go; the Post
Office Department still 70 per cent. If Con-
gress put through all of the recommenda-
tions, at least $53} billion could be saved.
Those already adopted will save some $2
billon, it is conservatively estimated.

Today, Big Business, Big Politics and
Big Religion alike wrongly consider the
Bible most impractical. But how practicai
is the course they are pursuing, as viewed
by the foregoing, which is threatening the
solvency of the country, not to say any-
thing of the great injustices involved? If
the Bible were taken seriously today,
studied, taught and an honest effort made
to apply its principles, would we have such
wanton waste, such political corruption,
such disregard for the wealth of one's
neighbor? Of course not'—Exodus 20:15;
Deuteronomy 17:18; Amos 5:12,

However, let not men of good will get
discouraged or bitter and discard their
principles merely because so many others
are doing so. Rather let such remember
the Scriptural admonition: *“Do not be mis-
led: Cod is not one to be mocked, For what-
ever a man is sowing, this he will also
reap.” (Galatians 6:7, New World Trans.)
Jehovah has promised to make an end of
this wicked old system of things and, when
he does, all those who have its selfish spir-
it will go down with it. Only those who
seek Jehovah, righteousness and meekness,
and who love their neighbors as they love
themselves, will be spared and will inherit
the new earth.—Psalm 37:11; Zephaniah
2:1-3; -Mark 12:28.-34; 2 Peter 3:7,13:
Revelation 21:1-4,

AWAKE!



with this ring

I THEE WED

XACTLY when people first began
wearing rings on their fingers nobody
knows, For certain, it was a very long
time ago, because the Bible, the oldest book
in the world, tells how “Pharaoh took off
his ring from his hand, and put it upon
Joseph’s hand”, That was 3,687 years ago!
(Genesis 41:42) One of the titles of the
earliest Pharach of whom archaeologists
have found records was, “Lord of the Ring
of Pure Gold-~the signet-ring.” Other find-
ings reveal that the Egyptians in general
wore many rings, not only on the “ring
finger”, but on the others too, including
the thumbs, on ‘baoth right and left hands.
- While a few of these rings no doubt were
purely ornamental accessories of dress
worn as objects of beauty and decoration
to please individual fancy, many others
had deep symbolic meanings. Some were
signet rings designating power and au-
thority, others were simple superstitious
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trinkets and talismans of demon religion,
and some were sacred marriage emblems.
Embellishing many rings were designs of
snakes, snails, knots, and the sacred beetle
or scarab, symbolizing immortality.

It was a signet ring that Pharaoh gave
to Joseph when he became prime minister
of that first world power, Such ancient
rings were ehgraved with the name or rep-
resentation of the owner and wepe used
to seal documents in the same way the
signature is attached in modern times to
letters, bank checks, documents, etc., to
show genuineness. (Genesis 38:18, 25)
When Daniel was cast to the lions the king
sealed the den “with his own signet, and
with the signet of his lords; that the pur-
pose might not be changed concerning
Daniel”. (Daniei 6:17) The embossing
those rings furnished gave conclusive tes-
timony of the authority they represented.
Hence, the giving of such a signet ring
to another person meant the handing over
of power and authority, delegating to an-
other the right to issue orders and aect in
the name and with the consent of the own-
er; Other examples in point are recorded
in the books of Esther (3:10-12: 8:2, 8-10)
and First Kings (21:8).

Speaking of other types of rings (evi-
dently obtained from the Egyptians) the
old Hebrew Seriptures tell how these were
melted down for the construction of the
tabernacle. The rings taken from the
wicked Midianites were likewise conse-
crated to Jehovah'’s service. —Exodus 3:22:
11:2; 12:35; Numbers 31:50-54; Judges
3:25, 26.

In view of these facts, and also because
all the heathen nations, with the Chinese
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as a possible exception, have from ancient
times used various finger rings, questions
are raised as to the propriety of Chris-
tians’ wearing rings today, especially wed-
ding rings. This condemnation of wedding
rings, however, is not of recent birth.
Three hundred years ago the Puritans of
England tried to abolish the use of wed-
ding rings on the ground that it was of
‘‘heathenish origin”. And in the 1881 edi-
tion, chapter 8, of Essay on the Develop-
ment of the Christian Doclrine, Cardinal
Newman declared that such things as the
use of holy water, candles, images, and
“the ring in marriage" are “all of pagan
origin, and [are] sanctified by their adop-
tion into the Church™.

Objections Against Wedding Rings

The use of the finger ring in marriage
service is supposed to have originated in
Egypt. The custom was adopted by the
myth-believing Greeks and Romans, later
by the cast-off Jews in the seventh or
eighth century after Christ, and then by
the so-called Christians a century or so
later. It must therefore be admitted that
on the stream of time the pagans were
the first and the so-called Christians were
the last to make use of the ring as a sym-
bol of marriage. But this fact alone should
not condemn the wedding ring any more
than other accessories of dress; for exam-
ple, sandals were first used by the heathen
and later by professing Christians.

Some may reason that it is not the ob-
ject itself but the usage or custom that is
heathenish and hence wrong. Then will
such persons say that the custom of wor-
shiping the true God is wrong because the
heathen have a similar custom of worship-

ing false gods? Is the custom of offering
sacrifices to the true God wrong because
pagans are accustomed to offering sacri-
fices to their gods? Was the use of the
tabernacle altar wrong just because the
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heathen nations round about used similar
structures for their offerings of abomina-
tion? We cannot condemn the good use
to which pulleys are put today just because
the Egyptians invented and used them for
building their pagan pyramids.

Still others will argue that it is not the

-place or time of origin or the common or

similar usage of the ring in marriage that
condemns it, but rather it is the symbol-
ism and meanigg attached to the wedding
ring that marks it as a heathen object or
hand-me-down. Well, if Christians were
using Egyptian wedding rings with their
engraved serpents and mystic beetles, and
the same superstitions, mysticism and re-
ligious traditions held by the Egyptians,
Greeks or Romans were attached to and
associated with these rings, then there
would be some point to the argument, As
it is, however, God-fearing people have no
suiich heathen ornamentations on their wed-
ding rings, and of course they do not be-
lieve or associate any of the ancient myths
with their rings. Of a truth, very few peo-
ple today even know what fictitious legends
and mysticisms were wover! around wed-
ding rings by the pagans of past ages. Few
know that the Egyptian believed the ring
symbolized immortal life, love and happi-
ness without beginning or ending. Few
ever heard the Greek myth about Prome-
theus' ring taken from Jupiter’s chain. Ac-
tually, beliefs associated with wedding
rings by Christendom spring {rom an en-
tirely different source or fountain.

A rather odd and even startling objec-
tion is sometimes heard against the wed-
ding ring, the claim being that it is noth-
ing more than an ancient phallic emblem
representing the female organ of reproduc-
tion. Our research to date, however, fails
to show any foundation in the heathen
mythologies for such an idea, and more
than that, the Bible seems definitely op-
posed to such a teaching. If it were true
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that the wedding ring was a phallic em-
blem, then to carry out the symbolism the
husband, not the wife, would have to wear
it, Yet, from the earliest times the wedding
ring has been given to the wife. To con-
demn the wedding ring as a phailic em-
blem solely because of its shape would
foree one into the impossible position of
condemning all other rings for the same
reason. That would outlaw earrings, nose
rings and arm bracelets, as well as all ring
forms used for other purposes.

What Do the Scriptures Say?
While the Bible does not specifically

mention wedding rings, it does tell us
much on the peneral subject of rings. By
divine appointment the tabernacle in the
wilderness and its holy furnishings had
"pold and copper rings attached. Likewise
the precious breastplate worn by the high
priest was equipped with rings. (Exodus
25:12; 26:29; 27:4; 28:23; 30:4) How fool-
ish, then, to believe that such furnishings
were tainted with even a slight suggestion
of phallicism! It is important to note that
with divine approval a ring and bracelets
were given Rebecca at the time her be-
trothal to Isaac was arranged. (Genesis
24:22, 30, 47) Faithful Job, at the trium-
phal feast of victory, received golden rings
from his friends and relatives, and *the
Lorp blessed the latter end of Job more
than his beginning”. Earrings are also
spoken of with approval in Proverbs 25:12,
—Job 42:11,12,

Isaiah 3:16-21 tells how Jehovah deter-
mined to strip the earrings, bracelets and
rings off the daughters of unfaithful Is-
rael, but let no one argue from this that
the Lord disapproved such items as such.
Better it is to also read Ezekiel 16:11, 12,
38, 39, where Jehovah declares that it is
He himself that decked out Israel in such
jeweled ormaments, even as a husband
adorns his wife; but then, because Israel
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became a harlot full of fornication, Jeho-
vah removed her splendor. When Moses
was ih Mount Sinai receiving the first set
of tablets and the rebels of Israel below
made them a golden calf, the heat of Jeho-
vah's anger was kindled against them not
because they wore earrings but because
they had broken them off and used them
to make an abominable idol. (Exodus
32:2,3) Read the beautiful Song of Solo-
mon and you learn that the hands of the
bridegroom, picturing Christ Jesus, are
“rings of gold, set with beryl”. No, in the
holy Hebrew Scriptures there is no con-
demnation leveled against the proper wear-
ing of either ear or finger rings.—Song of
Solomon 5:14, Young’s.

Turning to the inspired Greek Scriptures
interest is focused on the illustration or
parable of the prodigal son. When this
wayward boy returned, Jesus declared,
“the father said to his slaves: ‘Quick!
bring out a robe, the best one, and clothe
him with it, and put a ring on his hand
and sandals on his feet.”” (Luke 15:22,
NW}) This was no doubt a signet ring, and
it bespoke the honor, trust and friendship,
as well as power and authority, placed in
this repentant son. So we do not find Jesus
laying down a blanket condemnation of
rings on the ground they are of “heathen-
ish origin”.

The disciple James did not condemn rich
men because they wear gold rings. Rather,
his criticism was leveled against those pro-
fessing to be Christians who would slight
and disregard the poor in their congrega-
tional meetings and give special attention
to those garbed in costly apparel and
sparkling rings. There is to be no favorit-
ism shown in the Lord’s organization, and
that is the point emphasized.—James 2:1-9,

Significance of Modern Wedding Ring
S0 why are rings worn today? And of
what use or value is a wedding ring ? There
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are about as many reasons why people
wear rings as there are types and designs.
Many are works of art, beautiful and cost-
ly, and are worn as appropriate accessories
to fashionable costumes for the sheer
pleasure they give. Others commemorate
important events, or are worn- as keep-
sakes in sentimental remembrance of cer-
tain individuals or special occasions. Coun-
terparts of ancient signet rings are found
in those worn by members of lodges, fra-
ternities, schools, etc.” There is nothing
particularly “wrong with the above-men-
tioned rings, provided they are worn in
moderation, since the Bible cautions against
every form of excess and vanity.

Certain ecclestastical rings denote the

office held by the wearer, such as bishop,

cardinal or pope, and, strictly speaking, as
emblems of such offices they serve a pur-
pose. However, when the ignorant and
superstitious attribute magical powers of
healing, protection or “good luck” to such
religious rings, and when these are wor-
shiped and adored, bowed to and kissed,
then they become putrid idols as abom.-
inable in God’s sight as any pagan image,

The wedding ring serves a good purpose,
both outwardly and symbolically. In the
market places and concourses of this
world it gives a married woman protection
from the undue advances of hungry and
eager suitors. Such rings also carry sym-
bolic meanings stemming from very ancient
times when marriages were by way of pur-
chase. As it was in the case of Rebecca,
when she was betrothed to Isaac and a
costly ring and jeweled bracelets were
given her, so in time the wedding ring
became “earnest money” or a token that
the woman had sold her rights of single-
ness and was to be the property of her
husband by right of purchase, At first,
there was only one ring used and it was
given at the time the engagement was an-
nounced, but later two rings were used,
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doubtless. through the studied efforts of
some enterprising ringsmiths. Nowadays
the same covetous elements of commerce
are pushing the idea of three rings—a
diamond engagement ring and identical
wedding rings, for wife and husband.

The significance of giving a signet ring
to another is also carried over and asso-
ciated with the wedding ring; that is, the
idea that the wife is taken into the closest
confidence and partnership by her husband
who delegates to her the watchcare of cer-
tain of his interests. Some people also Iook
upon the roundness of the finger circlet
of marriage as a symhbol of oneness and
unity, a fitting emblem of the couple’s un-
broken and enduring bond of faith, love and
devotion, If these important ingredients
are omitted from the marriage contract, as
they so often are in this selfish and upset
old world, then the nuptial bands of gold
are viewed in the same light as Colley
Cibber looked upon them. That eighteenth-
century English dramatist once cried out
in horror: “Oh! how many torments lie in
the small circle of a wedding ring!”

Manifestly, in view of the foregoing
facts, the wearing of rings presents no
great issue for the faithful Christian to
face, for certainly there is nothing socially,
morally or Scripturally wrong in wearing
rings if one chooses to do so. Thousands
upon thousands of individuals are legally,
morally, Scripturally and happily bound
together in wedlock without a ring. And
there are also unnumbered multitudes who
are illegally, immorally, unscripturally and
unhappily living together in spite of the
fact that they do wear wedding rings.
{(Estimates say there are more than five
times as many wedding rings sold as there
are weddings!) Consequently, whether a
wife does or does not wear a ring is her
and her husband’s business, and what their
decision is in this regard is not too im-
portant in this day and age.
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The Cross
—-Pagan Symbol or Christian?

HE most widely used religious symbol

is that of the cross. Ta hoth Catholics
and Protestants the cross is pre-eminently
the symbol of Christianity; they hold that
Christ Jesus was nailed to a cross and
that ever since it has been revered by his
followers, However, when we delve into
history, both sacred and secular, we find
that the cross is a pagan symbol and has
nothing whatsoever to do with Christian-
ity as taught in the Bible. If that statement
gives you a jolt, before deciding that it
simply cannot be true continue to read,
carefully and calmly considering the facts
presented.

First of all, note that the cross is far
older and more widespread than is Chris-
tianity, States the Enecyclopedia Ameri-
cana, Vol. 8, page 233, under the heading,
“Crosses and Crucifixes”:

“The cross as a symbol dates back to
an unknown antiquity. It was recognized
in all countries throughout the world at all
times. Before the present era the Bud-
dhists, Brahmans and Druids utilized the
device. Seymour tells us: ‘The Druids con-
sidered that the long arm of the cross sym-
bolized the way of life, the short arms the
three conditions of the spirit world, equiv-
alent to heaven, purgatory and hell.” With
the ancient Egyptians the cross was a
reverenced symbol, Their arkh {cruxr an-
sata or handled cross) represented life, and
a perpendicular shaft with several arms at
right angles (Nile cross) appears to have
had some reference to fertility or crops.
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. + . Prescott says that when the first Eu-
ropeans arrived in Mexico, to their sur-
prise, they found ‘the cross, the sacred em-~
blem of their own faith, raised as an ob-
Ject of worship in the temples of Anahuac’.”

Incidentally, the cross was considered as
a symbol of fertility and life because of its
resemblance to the male generative organs.
Incredible? Blasphemous? Not at all. For
proof please see: Masculine Cross and An-
cient Sex Worship, by Sha Rocco; Two
Babylons, by Alexander Hislop; Essays on
the Worship of Priapus, by Richard Payne
Knight, .

Having established that the cross is in-
deed of pagan origin, let us examine the
claim that it is a Christian symbol, The
Greek Christian Scriptures fail to give a
single instance wherein the cross or a sym-
bol of it was reverenced, nor is there any
other evidence that such was the case in
the first two centuries of our common era.
Says The Ecclesiastical Review, a monthly
publication for the Roman Catholic clergy
{(September, 1920, No, 3, page 275): “It
may be safely asserted that only after the
edict of Milan, A.D, 312, was the cross used
as the permanent sign of our Redemption.
De Rossi positively states that no mono-
gram of Christ, discovered in the cata-
coltibs or other places, can be traced to a
period anterior to the year 312. . .. The
oldest crucifix mentioned as an object of
public worship is the one venerated in the
Church of Narbonne in southern France,
as early as the 6th century.” The Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, Vol. 7, Ed. 11, page 506,
supports the foregoing.

But did not Emperor Constantine see a
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flaming cross in the sky at midday with
the words By this sign conquer”, and
does not this prove that the cross is the
emblem of Christianity? As to the genuine-
ness of this legend, McClintock & Strong’s
Cyclopedia, Vol. 2, page 487, states: “This
account rests chiefly on the testimony of
Eusebius, said to be founded on the com-
munication from Constantine himself.
‘Lactantius, the earliest witness . . . speaks
only of a dream, in which the emperor was
directed to stamp on the shields of his sol-
diers ‘“the heavenly sign of God”, that is,

the cross, with the name of Christ, and

thus go forth against the enemy.’” And
according to the eminent historian Lord,
Constantine, who waited until a few days
before his death to be baptized, and who
superstitiously “believed in omens, dreams,
visions and supernatural influences . . .
saw—or fancied he saw” this vision. Cer-
tainly if the claim to the cross’ being
Christian rests upon the sole word of a
superstitious, unbaptized emperor, no one
can be blamed for questioning it.

Perhaps you are thinking, Even though
the cross was not recognized as the em-
blem of Christianity during the first three
centuries of the Christian era, surely Jesus
was nailed thereon, was he not? No, there
is no proof whatsoever to that effect. The
Greek word translated *cross” in our popu-
lar English versions is stauros’, and sim-
ply means an upright stake, pole or piie,
such as is used for a foundation. Accord-
ing to the Catholic Encyclopedia, its Latin
equivalent, crux, likewise originally re-
ferred to just a single pole, the word com-
ing from a root meaning “to torment”, *‘to
torture.” In view of these facts most fitting
is the translation of stauwros’ as “torture
stake” by the New World Bible Transla-
tion Committee, in their Greek Christian

Seriptures.
When the crowd shouted “crucify him”,
the term appearing in the Greek is the
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verb form of sfauros’, namely, sitauro’o,
which literally means to fence around with
stakes or piles so as to form a palisade or
stockade, To such a stake or pale the per-
son to be punished was fastened.—John
19:15.

As for considering such a torture stake
the object of reverence and devotion, note
what the celebrated Jewish autherity Mai-
monides of the 12th century has to say re-
garding it: “They never hang upon a tree
which clings to the soil by roots; but upon
a timber uprooted, that it might not be an
annoying plague: for a timber upon which
anyone has been hanged is buried; that
t.e evil name may not remain with it.”
And says another authority, Kalinski, in
Vaticana Observationibus Ilusirata, page
342: “Consequently since a man hanged
was considered the greatest abomination—
the Jews also hated more than other things
the timber on which he had been hanged,
so that they covered it also with earth, as
being equally an abominable thing.”

In view of the foregoing, loyalty to the
truth will require that we discard all sen-
timental and religious feeling for the cross
and recognize it for what it reglly is, a
pagan symbol. Also we may hot regard
the pale or stake on which Christ Jesus
was impaled as holy or as an object of
devotion, but must view it as a detestable
thing. Regarding its figurative sense Jesus
said: “If anyone wantis 10 come after me,
let him disown himself and pick up his tor-
ture stake and follow me continually.”
—Matthew 16:24, New World Trans.

~And that does not mean having a gold
representation of it hanging from one’s
neck or dangling from long cords at one's
side, but it means being a faithiul follower
of Christ Jesus, willing to endure suffering
even as he did, since “all those desiring to
live with pgodly devotion in association
with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted”.
~~2 Timothy 3:12, Netw World Trans.
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Gilead Graduates Seventeenth Class

RADUATIONS do not alweays merit

world attention. But what the gradu-
ates do with their futures can likely have
a world-wide effect, and this should be
particularly true of missionary students.
The graduation of the seventeenth class®
of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
in South Lansing, New York, recently,
opened the way for sending 119 fully
trained missionaries off into twenty-nine
countries of the earth. What was said on
their graduation day, July 22, 1951, indi-
cates that these graduates have undertaken
a work of urgent necessity to a troubled
world. Its interest compels attention here.

To the picturesque campus of Gilead
School in the Finger Lakes region of up-
per New York state, 8,432 persons made
their way for the school’s largest on-the-
campus graduation attendance. On the
broad greensward before the library buiid-
ing, Shiloah, the crowd first heard the
school’s instructors and the manager of
Kingdom Farm, on which the campus is
located, give their parting farewells, ad-
monition and expressions of gratitude to
the student body. Then the podium went
to Mr. N. H. Knorr, Gilead’s president.
His' address on the subject, “Say to the
Prisoners, Go Forth,” cheered the class and
visitors and provoked attention in the lo-
cal press.

The speaker discussed the bondage com-
mon to all nations of the earth today, and
the pressing need for competently trained
ministers to help the people in the various
lands. Confusion, false teaching and hypoc-
risy on the part of religious leaders had
depleted Christendom’s flocks and nur-
tured the growth of communism, it was
charged. Besides properly instructing per-

*» Sea page 28 for class pleture.
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sons in the way of right worship, the mis-
sionaries, Mr. Knorr explained, would
have to accustom themselves to the lower
standards of living where they would be
sent, and to sympathize with and under-
stand the people. He concluded by pointing
out the urgency of bidding all prisoners
to go forth now into the freedom of pure
worship of God before the final end of the
old world system of things comes.

The students responded with a letter to
Mr. Knorr in whi¢h they stated their re-
solve to use their training to set a good
example as Christians and always remain
close to God’s great organization and “to
be willing servants anxious to be chedient
to [God’s] will”. The many lands in which
this class will have opportunity to uphold
this resolution include such faraway places
as Surinam, the Hashemite Kingdom of
the Jordan, Thailand, etc.

Adding to the intermational flavor of
this class, which was composed of mem-
bers from a number of different lands, was
the arrival of telegrams from such points
as Newfoundland, Ethiopia, Germany,
Puerto Rico, Denmark, Sweden, Ireland,
India, Japan, Central and South America.

In this, too, there seems to be a source
of consolation to a jealous, divided old
world. Here was a group of persons from
many different nations inoved by a love for
God and man to work together in the inter-
ests of peace and freedom. Here they were,
about to go out and offer their freedom
from strife and superstition to others who
would have it. There were telegrams from
many who had gone before them, proving
it can be done. Today’s world sorely needs
this sort of unity and freedom. May this
group of missionaries have great success
in ‘saying to the prisoners, go forth’!
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Seventeenth Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead

l.eft to vight: Front row: Ilsche, A, Tiradbury, M., Martin, I, Lisitza, 2., Lasko, R., Gurka, M., Taylor, I, Van Ike, D., D’Apollonia, J.
Second row: DBlanchard, M., Browne, A.,, Baker, ., Taylor, F., Lloyd, ., Marshall, I, Spacil, I, Septer, V., Courtney, I., Rueb, E.
Third row: Nosal, M., Relf, V., Green, P., McConnell, M., Camp, I., Wainwright, M., Anderson, A., Beals, D., Biow, R., Dean, M.
Fourth row: IL.ukus, M., Uhrich, H., Bulleit, M., Aguirre, E., Rigotti, J., Wonod, J., Tyler, M., Mucha, R., Dean, A., Spiker, B., Poyner, W.,
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Japanese Treaty Signed

® Nine years and 274 days
after Japan attacked Pearl
Harbor 48 nations signed a
peace treaty and the Rising
Sun of Japan was placed along-
side the flags of 51 nations in
San Franclsco's Memorial
Opera House. Five days of
diplomacey preceding the sign-
ing went exactly as planned.
On Tuesday (9/4) President
Truman’s opehing address was
carried over the flrst U.S.
coast-to-coast television hook-
up. Wednesday formal rules
of procedure lmited each dele-
gate’s comments on the treaty
to one hour {(preventihg the

- . Communists from prolonging
it indefinitely). On Saturday, .
September 8 49 nations

signed. Russia, Poland and
Czechoslovakia abstained. In-
dia, Burma and Yugoslavia re-
fused to attend, and neither
Nationalist nor Communist
China was invited,

With that treaty signed an-
other war was already in prog-
ress, and with the result of
the Korean cease-fire talks still
in grave doubt, the Commu-
nists continued their Nearth
Korean build-up.

Vatlcan Stand on Treaty

& An interesting side Iight on
the Japanese treaty was the
Vatican’s disapproval. Particu-
lar objection was raised to the
U.8’s exercising a mandate
over the Ryukyu islands, south
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of Japan, which, it said,
"would be like allowing a rich
man to encroach on the miser-
able belongings of a poor la-
borer and would be a blot on
the fair name of America” and
would ‘be unworthy of the
reputation she has won among
the Japanese'”, and is “entire-
ly out of harmony with the
principles of social justice and
human rights”. However,
many persons have not forgot-
ten that the Vatlcan (with its
concordat with Hitler and
Mussolini and diplomatic rela-
tlons with Japan) was not so
concerned when the Japanese
soldlers invaded and conquered
the Philippines. Not only were
priests sent along with the
conquerors, but the Vatican
even recognized Japan’s op-
pressive rule in the Philip-
bines, Who was then the “rich
man” taking what belonged to
the poor Filipinos? Was that
not out of harmony with the
reputation the Vatican claims
among the democracies?

Wise Words on Corruption

@® Former U. S, president Her-
bert Hoover, speaking (8/31)
in Des Moines, Iowa, on “a few
things . . . mainly related to
honor in public life” made the
following to-the-point state-
ments: “During the recent

past we have had a flood of

exposures by Congressional
committees, by slate legisla.
tures, by grand juries in

scores of cities, and in the
press. . . . What would ([the
Founding Fathers}] have
thought of the ‘sacred honor’
of the . five percenters, the
mink coats, the deep freezers,
the free hotel billa? Or favorit-
ism in government loans and
government contracts? Or
fallures to prosecute evildoers
for widespread cancerous rack-
ets and gamblihg rings with
their train of bribed officials
all through the land? ... We
have a cancerous growth of
intellectual dishonesty in pub-
lic life which is mostly beyond
the law, . . . When there is a
lack of honor in government,
the morals of the whole peo-
ple are poisoned. . .. No pub-
lic man can be just a ltile
¢rooked, . . . The issue today
is decency in public life against
indecency. Our greatest danger
is not from invasion by for.
eign armies. Qur dangers are
that we may commit suicide
by complaisance with evil, Or
by public tolerance of scandal.
ous behavior. Or by cynical ac-
ceptance of dishonor. These
evils have defeated nations
many times in history."”

In a similar vein, Republi-
can congressmen had charged
(8/20) that high officials,
“graduates of one of the most
corrupt political machines in
any state, , . . have trans-
ferred Pendergast politles to
the national levei” and that
“moraljty in government has
declined to the lowest ebb in
the nation’s history".

The U. N., Then and Now

& Within a vear of the time
Truman had exclaimed at the
opening of the U.N. confer-
ence in San Francisco, “0Oh,
what a great day this can be
in history!” the Watchtower
Society’s president said, before
83,000 persons in Cleveland,
Ohio, “The world conspiracy
of nations from and affer 1945
has nothing in common with
the Prince of Peace; it does
npt even recognize him, ., , .
Peace will not come until
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[God] makes it by his Prince
of Peace.” This statement,
based on sound Seriptural
facts, was also published in
the widely circulated booklet
““Phe Prince of Peace”, and as

time has passed its truth has

become increasingly more ob-
vious.

Today almost no one actu-
ally believes the U. N, will
“maintain international peace
and securlty”’, which is its
stated purpose. The natlons be-
tray their lack of confidence
in the U.N. by their rapid,
almost desperate rearmament;
by their gripping fear of war;
by their anxiety to form mill-
tary alliances such as the
North Atlantic pact between
12 nations, the Rio pact be-
tween 34 American nations,
the South Pacific pact, the
Philippine pact and the new
Japanese pact. We once heard
that the U. N. was man's ‘only
hope'. If that were true, then
in what can we put hope to-
day? :

In the above.quoted state-
ment, the Watchtower’s presi-
dent showed from the Bible
that man'’s sole hope is in
God’'s kingdom, which will soon
accomplish feats that the
U.N. would never dare at-
tempt. “Those today who ap-
preciate the meaning of the
human birth of the Prince of
Peace nineteen centurles ago
will now not be deceived,” he
said. “They will not put their
reliance upon a world conspir-
acy of men for permanent
peace . . . only to experience
bitter disappointment at the
end, . . . They will now take
their stand for the everlast-
ing government of [Jehovah’s]
Prince of Peace, and will pray
and wait for it to bring in an
eternal reipn of peace with
unfading glory to Jehovah
God.”

New and Terrible Weapons

@ The armament race con-
tinues. The U.S. Air Force an-
nounced (9/5) development
would begin on the first
atomic-powered airplane, to be
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ready when the engine Is per-
fected. The next day $5,000
milllon more was set aside for
expanding the nation's air
power so “fantastic new secret
weapons” could be delivered
by air. They are described as
“new and terrible bevond
Imagination”, “not atomic but
something new and different
—muore startling than germ
warfare?” A slightly more
cheerful note was sounded
{8/5) by Harvard University's
president, who thinks that in
the next 50 years mankind
will have avoided World

War IIT by “the narrowest of -

margins”, harnessed the sun’s
energy, irrigated deserts with

freshened sea water, and en-

tered an era of peace and pros-

Predominance of Bad News

@& Good news 1s cherished. It
la pleasant, and it is rare,
When the New York Times re-
cently carrled (9/1) three sep-
arate items on its front page
concerning the saving of lives,
its editors thought that "in
these days of violence” this
was unusual enough to merit
special editorial comment.

Bad news predominates,
whether it is the current food
shortage in Israel, the season’s
hurricanes in the Caribbean,
the inAation facing France, the
harder times Britain’s Hugh
Gaitskell warned of (9/4),

the East Germans who say -

American propaganda fails be-
cause the people want a "real
hope for the future”, the vi-
cious graft reported from Na-
tionalist China and the whole-
sale blood purges in Commu-
nist China, the report by the
Red Cross that 28,000 Greek
children kidnaped by Commu-
nist puerrillas during the
Greek civil war have not yet
been returned, or the race
prejudice in the U.S. that
would not allow an Indian sol-
dier (an original American)
who died in Korea to be buried
in a “white” cemetery in Sioux
City, Iowa.

Man seeks escape from such
bad news. Britain's festival
serves to detract the people’s
minds from the grayness of
her present. Paris’ birthday re-
minds her of the splendor of
her past. Germmany's emphasis
on political “equality’ at-

tempts to hide her defeated

condition., People mourn be-
cause of the lack of really just
conditions. There 1s, however,
the bost of news being pro-
claimed today, and it is that
these conditions will soon end.
The evidence proving this is
being presented by Jehowvah's
witnesses world-wide.

ngh Flying

@& Those who like to contem-
plate interplanetary travel will
have followed with interest
the meeting of 50 scientists in
London {9/6) who, in dry sci-
entific terms, exchanged data
and theories on man’s chances
of reaching Mars, the moon
and other planets. One scien-
tist thinks such is within the
realm of present possibility,
thinking the development of
satellite rockets, or way-
stations circling the earth, is
all that is still needed, plus, of
course, the money with which
to do it. Similarly, a recent
University of Illinois publica-
tion discussed the limits of hu-
man endurance in such a flight,
The strain of tremendous ac-
celeration, the lack of gravity,
cosmic rays and solar X rays,
and the danger of colliding
with meteorites, all must be
faced.

Returning from speculation
to fact, the U. S. Navy's Doug-
las Skyrocket set a new world
altitude record (annocunced
7/80), climbing even higher
than the 13.7-mile balloon rec-
ord set in 1935. Dropped from
the belly of a B-29 bomber at

35,000 feet, the Skyrocket ac-
celerated 75 miles an hour each
second, to hit 1,000 miles an
hour, then rocked back into a
steep c¢limb ahd passed the
former altitude record before
its three tons of rocket! power
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were gpent after just three
minutes of flight

Nationallsts Turn Tables

& New Zealand’s prime min-
ister Sidney G. Holland fought
for five months with Commu-
nist-led water-front strikes that
tled up the country’s vital ex-
port trade. His stringent meas-
ures included declaring the
union illegal, invoking war-
Hme emergency regulations,
sponsoring a rival union, and
on rare occasions denying the
dockers the rights of free as-
sembly, speech and publlea-
ton, The dockers finally gave
in, but the Laborites chal-
lenged the government’s ac-
tion, probably not expectlng
the Nationalists to go to the
polls over the issue. Holland’s
Nationalist party (that al-
ready had a comfortable mar-
gin in Parliament) shrewdly
called a general election on
this popular issue and wan it

by & landslide, assuring the
Natlonalists a full three-year
term In place of the old term
which would run out next year,

“Fervent Fire”

@ For about 700 years Euro-
pean populations suffered from
outbursts of a disease known
aﬂ- Itfemnt ﬂre!".l' “_hE'lPS ﬂre;!
or “Saint Anthonyls fire” (the
patron saint of its sufferers).
The last epidemic wag in 1816,
The disease [s caused by ergot,
a biack fungus that sometimes
grows on grain in damp or coid
weather, and increases blood
pressure, causes muscular
spasms, itching sensations and
violent hallucinations. Im late
Aupust 1t struck Pont-Saint-

Esprit In southern France.

People ran through the streets
or hid under their beds, think-
ing they were being pursued
by snakes, lames or monsters,
Four died, four tried to com-
mit suicide, 100 went mad, A

miller and a baker in a distant
town were arrested {n connece-
tion with the use of a ques-
tionable batch of flour.

Rlots In Stockholm

@ An epldemic of Saturday

night rlotlng in Stockholm,
Sweden, has baffled the author-
ities week after week, Thou-
sands of people milled around
Berzelli park each week end
to watehr the rioters take *re.
venge"” on the police for hav-
ing ralded the park (a favorite
spot for prostitutes and their
men friends). Police with
drawn sabers or mounted on
horseback have charged banda
of youths, some of them uni-
formed sailors. Officiale be-
lieve “prostitutes of hoth sexes
are making trouble just for
the fun of it”. Dr. Poul Bjerre,
a prominent sociologist, be-
lieves the whole thing has re.
sulted from a general post-
war disintegration of morals,
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AVE you enjoyed reading this issue of Awake! magazine? Then no
doubt you have found it to be a journal of fact that keeps its readers
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awake to the most vital issues of the day. And why not? International in
scope, it containg the news and information that is important and sig-
nificant. It has no selfish interests or censorship to garble, distort or Iimit
it, It is free of all ties and thus free to print the truth, Its rnep:::rtsﬂI of
interest to everyone, cover many lands, peoples and customs. Yes, knowl-
edge of all kinds appears in its pages continually. Filled with a keen de-
sire to protect and preserve the rights and freedoms of humanity, to un-
cover hidden perils and to bring comfort and hope to all, 4wake! serves
you. Subscribe during this month of October and receive three interesting
Seriptural booklets as a premium. Twenty-four issues a year for $1.

117 ADAMS 5T,

Enclosed And §1. Please send me Awake! for 1 year, aud since I am subscpibing durlng October,

Include the three booklets 23 a premiom.
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(Welcome to all

You are cordially invited to attend the convention of Jehovah's wit-
nesses to be held in the Griffith Stadium of the city of Washington, D. C,,
on October 12, 13 and 14. A full three days of thrills and enjoyment await
you at this assembly of Christian people. All sessions are open to the

’ public, and no collections will be taken.

High light event of the convention will be the public talk:
Wl & efdgcﬁm P cet
g& | ‘?{éﬂ@q{d &gm? v

The talk will be delivered by Mr. N. H. Knorr, president of the Watch-
tower Society, at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, October 14, 1951.

Mr. Knorr will have just returned from a series of European assem-
blies held in feading cities of England, France,-the Netherlands, Gérmany,
Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Norway and Austria. Many thousands heard
and enjoyed the absorbing talks del_ivered on those occasions, and the in-
teresting program prepared for the Washington, D. C., assembly includes

some of them, along with talks by other representatives of the Society.

If you are sincerely interested in learning what the Bible has to say
on present world conditions and what the prospects for the near future
are, you will want to attend this convention and the public talk in particu-

lar, Come and bring yvour family and friends. You are welcome.
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