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“Now it is high time to awake.—Romans 13:1/
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MAN DESTROYS HIS OWN HOME

HE rapidly spinning surface beneath

your feet is a home truly wonderiul
to behold. Everything about the ball on
which man lives shows it to be an ideal
permanent dwelling place for the human
family. Measuring 7,926 miles in diameter
at its equator, man’s spherical home pro-
vides 57,510,000 square miles of Jand area,
sufficient to comfortably accommodate a
multitude of people. Furthermore, over
these vast surfaces the earth was clothed
at its creation with dense forests, power-
ful, driving rivers and rich fertile soil, all
for the use of man in obtaining his needs
and livelihood. Beneath the surface are to
be found minerals, ores and precious
stones, and walking the plains, mountains
and forest trails are the many lower ani-
mals of profitable use. An atmosphere 700
miles deep surrounds the earth, providing
air that man can breathe near the surface
of the globe. Grandly this abundant home
sweeps In its orbit about the sun, bringing
day and night and the four seasons.

That man was given the care and posses-
sion of such a place as the earth must at
once be seen a privilege not to be lightly
esteemed. Any builder of a home has a
right to regquest the proper care of its fa-
cilities when it is rented or leased to an-
other party. It would not seem at all un-
reasgonable, then, that man's Creator should
require this of the earth's caretaker. True,
it would be necessary for the earth’s guard-
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ian to use good judgment in its care and
keeping, Knowledge of the resources avail-
able and how they might be best used to
the benefit of all mankind would have to
be acquired. But man, fashioned in the
image and likeness of God and made the
highest form of intelligent life on earth,
wouid easily be able t0 meet these reason-
able reguirements,

But what do we find to be the case in
this twentieth century? Anyone reading
these lines is perhaps thinking of the gaunt
famine stalking through so many parts of
the earth, the international jealousy over
raw materials, the receding forests and
water supplies, or of man’s ruthless war
on wild life.

In all honesty, it is plain to see that
man’s home today is a place of unrest and
distrust. Surely the abundant resotrces
are not being used for the sole purpose of
furnishing the bhuman family with #s ma-
terial needs. If there is to be any hope of
a solution, it will be necessary to locate the
causes for present mismanagement, waste
and ruin of the one-time land of plenty.

Poliuting the Breath of Life

To start with the simplest thing, that
which might be so easily taken for grant-
ed, what of the air man breathes? It was
air at his very beginning that was used to
start life in man’s body, and upon it the
continuanee of his life has depended ever
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since. You would think, then, that he would
naturally care for this all-important mat-
ter to see that what went into his lungs
was pure and beneficlal to his body for the
sake of its efficient operation. However, if
you live in a large industrial city your
chances of inhaling clean, healthful air
have long since gone with the wind. The
Atmospheric Pollution Committee esti-
mates that whereas small towns receive an
annual deposit of 75 to 100 tons of smoke,
the larger cities get ten times as much.
It is said that 1,780 tons of chimney smoke
and dirt settles over New York city in the
first 200-foot layer. Besides the cost in
money ($2,500,000,000 a year to people of
the United States), smoke runs up an in-
calculable charge against the public health.

Much of the smoke menace stems from
sheer carelessness. Soft coal is a heavy
smoker when heated between 450 and 900
degrees, when it gives off many gases and
tarry vapors. However, if these gases are
heated to 1,500 degrees in the company of
sufficlent oxygen, they burn to provide
heat instead of a gas attack. It is estimated
that the United States smokes away about
35,000,000 tons of coal each year. Proper
equipment together with knowledge of the
correct way to stoke furnaces now exists,
but busy man in his highly mechanized
twentleth-century playhouse cannot be
bothered with taking precious, expensive
time for such trivialities. How particular
he is that every ounce of food he consumnes
is completely clean and uncontaminated,
while each day he pumps five times as
much air inta his lungs as he puts food
into his stomach. If he is a city dweller
this air has a generous helping of sooty,
tarry Alth.

Pick up a handful of soil. You walk on
it, your house is built on it and it is easy
to forget about its importance to you day
by day. But man was made from the earth
and from his first day on this planet until
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now his existence has depended on it.
From it come all our fruits and vege-
tables as well as the food that nourishes
the animals providing our meat supply.
Certainly man’s commission as earth's
caretaker would include the charge to
properly care for the soil to prevent waste
and the depletion of its mineral content.

In the one hundred years from 1840 to
1940 the earth’s population more than
doubled, from 1,000,000,000 to 2,200,000,-
000 people. These persons must be fed to
survive, and nutritionists tell us that each
perscn requires 2.5 acres of agricultural
land, to be nourished properly. However,
the world’s supply of this type of land now
equals only little more than an acre per
person. In Europe a mere 0.88 acre of
arable land per person exists, and in
China, where 100,000,000 have starved
within the last hundred years, less than
one-half acre per individual is to be found.
Hence, how dire are man’s needs with re-
spect to the vital matter of food. What
can be done about the resources of his soil?
More properly one might first ask, “What
was done to cause this?”

The Ground: From Riches to Ruin
Take America, a yet prosperous land,
as an example, When the rugged pioneers
first turned their faces westward, they
looked over a solid forest from the Atlan-
tic to the Mississippi and the promise of
more of the same on the far western slopes
along the Pacific. Between the empires of
trees lay the rolling plains and prairies
rich in flourishing grasslands. The Middle
West boasted some of the most produc-
tive land on earth. In trth, here was an
overflowing treasure from sea to sea,
What happened? Greedy, money-hungry
men, too much in a hurry to stop to think
of the future, moved in and on, exploiting
the soi], draining, plowing, and going west-

AWAKE!



ward. In Jamestown, Virginia, a museum

extols the merits of one John Rolfe for his

achievements in the drying and preparing
of tobacco for commercial use. Many who
have since become milllonalres at the ex-
pense of others' health by virtue of the
tobacco industry will join with the muse-
um In thanking Mr. Rolfe. But Virginia's
so rich and fertile soil has never recovered
from the wholesale ravaging it received
from tobacco planting. The destructive
weed has sapped it of its very life.

In the sprawling western rangelands, all
800 millior acres of them, where once 25
inillion bhead of cattle could have been ac-
commodated, one could, in 1935, find only
room for half this many, due to continu-
ous overgrazing. To make up for the lack
of pastoral. grazing, ranchers must buy
commercial feed, and the consumer {eels
the result in high priced steaks and chops.

But the most obvious and rapidly de-
structive result of poor farming methods
and overgrazing is soil erosion, wherehy
the farmer and rancher have stood by
while acres by the hundreds have blown
away with the wind. Before a Congres-
slonal committee in 1939, Dr. Hugh H.
Bennett testified that in this country’s
short life "we have essentially destroyed
282 million acres of land, crop and range
lapd. Erosion is destructively active on 770
million additional acres, We are losing
every day as the result of erosion the
equivalent of two 140-acre farms’”, The
Soil Conservation Service estimates that
5,500,000 tons of earth flows by Washing-
ton in a year on its way down the Potomarc.
This is only a small member of a great
family of mighty rivers, muddy with top-
soil from one coast to the other,

Sad to say, man seems to have learned
pitifully little from his bitter experience.
With his soil in the critical state it is, he
will plant food, struggle with it against the
elements, with great difficulty harvest a
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crop, then plow it under to keep prices up.
In time of war the food is rationed, hoard-
ed and “black marketed” at home while
great shipments are lost, wasted or spoiled
while en route to overseas forces. All this
occuwrs while, in times of war and peace,
millions starve throughout the earth.

Foreats and Watlers

The relentless cutting, clearing, then
moving-on attitude of the westward surg-
ing pioneers and those that followed them
did more than injure the soil. They made a
horrible waste of untold acres of mighty
timbers. Within 150 years this country has
lost more than one-half of its high-grade
timber. Today many sawmills are cutting
ten-inch logs as saw timber, and the na-
fion’s mature forest resources consist
mostly of soft woods, largely In the West.
The shortage of timber has become more
than noticeahle, for in 1946 the growth of
saw timber gave the country less than half
its requirements. This lack of supply has
contributed largely to the bousing short-
age. Though some forest waste might be
explained less harshly, there is no conceiv-
able excuse for the cotntless destructive
forest fires resulting from sheer ignorance
and carelessness, Such is surely the equly-
alent of burning to the ground the houses,
furniture and countless other products that
would have come from those trees.

The forestry problem has relation to an-
other shrinking resource, the underground
water supply. Watersheds have been shred-
ded of their forested coverlets and this In
turn has speeded the runoff of rain water.
Besides causing erosion this has dimin-
ished the guantities of water that should
filter through the ground to replenish the
subterranean reserves. The natural result
is that throughout most sections of the
United States the water table is falling.
Near Baltimore it dropped 146 feet from
1916 to 1948. Putting it differently, one

S5



would have had to dig 146 feet deeper in
1948 than in 1918 to reach the same water.

Modern Nimrods Ravage the Wilds

When the woods are not belng wasted
their inhabitants are. The notion of hunt-
ing “for sport” is nothing new, but dates
back to the world’s first-known dictator,
Nimrod, ruler of Babel, the first human
political government after the Flood.
Thanks to his carnage of animal flesh all
for the sake of “sport” and his own fame
as a great hunter, he scattered the wilds
with the ecarcasses of the animals he cut
down, and contributed to the fear and en-
mity of the beast for man, Hence the mod-
ern term “nimrod” as a synonym for hunt-
er. In the light of proper understanding,
it is certainly no compliment. Mighty bison
and elk once thickly roamed the Alleghe-
nies of the eastern United States and many
of the open ranges of the central states,
but have now been virtually shot away be-
fore the hunters’ blazing guns. The fisher,
a larger member of the weasel family, had
to be protected from hunters by law for
thirteen years ih New York state, to pre-
vent its total extinction.

The brutality of hinting wild life for
sport is driven home by the countless car-
casses found mutilated and abandoned.
Worse still, some poor beasts, wounded by
careless novices with guns, have been
known to stagger about the woods for days
in a state of agony before death came.

Retribution to the vainglorious hunter
has come in various ways. In his lust for
life he has succeeded in all but wiping out
many forms of life that provided a natural
protection for him. The stomach-minded
man may think nothing of shooting down
a lazily circling hawk that he would never
think of eating. But In so doing he has
killed one of the farmer’s best friends.
The slow-flying red-tailed@ hawk that lives
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almost entirely on insects amd rodents, and
is thus a great boon to the crops, is too
often mistaken for the infamous cooper’s
hawk of poultry destroying fame. Simi-
larly, many meadow larks are shol. Yet
these birds depend on insects Yor 75 per
cent of their subsistence and make up the
balance in seeds of weeds. The bob white
quail has all but vanished from America,
with the result that the vicious chinch
bugs run rampant through $20,000,000
worth of crops each year. In their much-
advertised wisdom the modem smart
alecks have destroyed . the guardlans of.
their dwindling resources, upsetting the
balance in nature and causing some to now
wonder whether after all man or insect
will prevail in the struggle for survival.

Finally, man has gotten even with him-
self by killing off his own kind while

engaged in these recreational activities at

the expense of wild life. In the year 1948
alone it was authoritatively estimated that
425 hunters: were killed in the woods the
preceding year, while 1,400 were wounded.
So man who in his working hours so often
does so much to deplete the soil and waste
his food supply alang with his other natu-
ral resources takes advantage of his “rest-
ing hours” to blast away at the few zafe-
guards that he i3 unable to destroy at
other times. With such & destructive na-
ture broyght to light, it is no wonder that
havoc to the earth is plotted and carried
out on a larger scale, too, a8 we shall
now see.

Hot and Cold Wars Pillage the Earth
The earth abounds in precious metals
and minerals with which the mighty em-
pires of steel and iron, the skyscrapers, the
railroads, automobiles, countless pieces of
machinery and other everyday valuables
of the modern world are made. The cast in
obtaining these metals and minerals is, of
course. great, but nothing when compared
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to the many uses to which man can put
the products. But, oftlally, what takes
place? Some natigns are relatively self-
sufcient’in many or mast of the easentlal
metals, s0 they bamme krnawn as the
“hayes'. (thers tack many Important raw
materials and become knawn as the “heve
nots''. Such was the cage in uneasy Eurgpe
between the two world wars. Germoany
wag abie 10 produce only 25 per cent of her
Iron ore and pelrvleum requirements and
wag badly lecking in ferrp-alloys, such es
manganese, nickel, chromium, molybde-
num, tungsten, and vanadium. It also
lacked itm needs in nenferroua minerals,
such as copper, tin, lead, mercury and zine.

The subsequent events are well known.
The nazis took over, gesred all German
industry for arms production, worked on
the production of as many synthetle ma-
terials as poasible and bent every effort to
make the nation strong milltarily and as
gelf-suflicient aa posgible, Why® To assiat
the (zernan people? Not at all, bue simply
in later make it possihle o ahsnrb har
nelghbor stales by force, guin control of
their economies and move on o what the
nazi Jeaders madly visioned as conguest of
the world. Soon the entire world was ipnit-
ed gnd In all natone the mites were
seraped, the treesuries emptied and uli the
rew materisls .in sight mustered for war.

At great cost man dug into the earth,

byoazht forth bher telmevel wrd Tetalic

wonlth, ossembled it Into mighty battle-
ships, sailed them to the middle of the
ocean, then hlew them out of the water,
gsending their crews amd cargoes to the
bottom with serisl bombardment or a
torpedo from an enemy submarine. In
time, that pline or submarine was de-
sbroved ln retaliation.

War is an insone waste of resHurces.
All the mclentific geniug of each gide is
mustered in what becomes a war of the
Iabaratores as wel, and eash Ffeverishly
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mixes all kmown compounds and elemenis
in an afort to find the most desiructwe
implements of warfare. Time, money, en.
ergy, brains, all beyond reckoning, are
poured into the enterprise; then, at Inst,
the results: a new super homb, a “block
buster’, capable of wiping out whole bloeks
and sections of citiez with a single explo-
giom. Mot enoygh. Back o the laheratorles,
More experiments. bime, money and re-
soures lapping. Now what? A bamb o end
a1l bamnbs! An 3tom is eplit and the result-
ing explosion will knock out a clty. S0 on
and on it goes with silly, allly man sacri-
Aring earth’s bounly for commercial ex-
ploitation in times of “peace” and blowing
it to bits in times of war. :

Were it it possible Lo partially deseribe
all the resourves squandered by war.
Think of the time lost: ten yeara out of the
inst thirty-rix spent in achual "total war”,
nat (o mention the countless smaller con-
tests that have been cararantly in progs
ress. Think of the money spent: 51,458 -
972,742,741 far world WarsTand IT tageth-
er. Consider 1he lives: over 30,000,000 put
in untimely graves irom those two wars
and more then BZ,000,000 recorded on the
total camually liel. All thiz was enduned
with lhe futyre vision of a promised “Four
Freedoms” in slght. Indtead, today a hun-
gry, fearful world, half of which enjoys
no freedom of worship or expression ei-
theen, dandn, Ardsl oh two Bl ol wm
“jron curlain”, Each factlon looks doubt-
fully at its dwindling resources and its op-
ponent, waiting [or someane to make a
false move, Meanwhile the world teelers
on a powder keg.

Deslroging the Destroyers

Quite plaly, mah haa proved a wanbon
home-wrecker. But the pracious God who
made him and originally gave him a para-
dise hame carmipt be hlamed for the mess
man haa made of it. Before ever man ful-
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filed his Creator’s mandate to Keep, pros-
per and populate his earthly dwelling place,
he fell in rebellion with the great adver-
sary and home-wrecker, Satan the Devil.
Since then and man’s expulsion to sweat
it out among the thorns and thistles, his
history has borne out the results of man's
contjnuing under the influence of the wick-
ed “god of this world”. Quite properly,
therefore, man is in God's sight unfit 1uv
care for, populate or rule over this earth
with his present system of things.

Wherever human frontiers have ad-
vanced, ruin and waste and wantonness
have paved the way, leaving raw scar tis-
sue where fertile abundance had prevailed.
Pillaging, pirating, plundering, greedy
“empire builders” have ehopped and
chewed their way across the continents,
and robbed their earthly home of its splen-
dor and wealth while taking no thought
of tomorrow. But “tomorrow’ cannot for-
ever be put off, and today thinking men,
with knowledge of the earth’s ability to
contlnue providing for man’s needs, are
saying that now something of a drastic
nature must be done to save even the hu-
man race and preserve some semblance of
a decent living standard. But all just per-
sons with an eye for future security will
rejoice to learn that the Great Builder of
the earth has his own way of preserving
it and yet rendering it a place of happy
abundance for worthy inhabitants,

'The Bible furnishes hope that the de-
monic rule under which the earth has suf-
fered since Eden will not forever prevail,
but that Satan the destroyer and all greedy
wasters on earth will be brought to final
account at the now nearing battle of Ar-
mageddon. Says the last Bible book:

“We give you thanks, Lord God Al-
mighty, who are and were, because you
have assumed your great power and begun
to reign. The heathen were enraged, but
now your anger has come, and the time
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. . . for destroying the destyroyers of the
earth!”—Revelation 11:17, 18, An Ameri-
can Translation.

Paradige Restored

The earth’s present drooping, mourning
and languishing, while its troubled inhab-
itants are tossed in fear amid globsal wars
and great disturbances, are all signs of the
approach of such time to this generation.
This is therefore a time of unsurpassed
hope for not merely coming “better times”
but the bes! of times. Soon we may hope
to realize the actuality of the long-written
promises: ‘“Then shall the earth yield her
increase” (Psalm 67:6); “the desert -shall
rejoice, and blossom as the rose.®—Isaiah
35:1.

Then plenty shall exist for all, leaving
ho cause for senseless spoiling of the earth
for commercial greed. Carelessness and
neglect will be unknown, since all will be
properly trained for their task and guided

. by an absolutely righteous and just govern-

ment, The burden of total mobilization of
resources on a “war economy” and the
terror of global wars themselves will be
things of the past never to return. Literal-
ly shall they ‘beat their swords intp plow-
shares, their spears into pruninghooks
and not lift up sword nation against na-
tion, . . . But they shall sit every man un-
der his vine and under his fig tree; and
none shall make them afraid: for the
mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it’.
—Micah 4:3, 4.

Setentific knowledge and genius, the
earth’s metals, minerais, timber and wealth
will be drawn from a never-to-be-depleted,
properly managed earthly storehouse of
abundance and devoted to the promotion
of contentment and the spreading of para-
dise to the four quarters of the earth,
transforming man’s eternal home into a
beautiful global park beyond - deseription.
What a glorious prospect!
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LV 7HOEVER first said ‘the sky is the
limit’ did not foresee the scientists
of our twentieth century. Once skeptics
were startled to see the auto surpass the
horse, and many were the diehards forced
to eat their.words that December day of
1903 when the Wright brothers entered
the first successful airplane flight in the
records. But now we have reached the day
that sees men seriously contemplating the
first voyage to the moon. Unfalteringly,
the Canadian Rocket Society has unoffi-
cially announced the first trip for some-
time in 1960, Most autberities feel that at
least an unmanned rocket to the moon
will be possible in twenty-five years.
Could the renowned French dreamer of
the nineteenth century, Jules-Verne, live
today and hear the serious talk of moon
excursions, he would most certainly wag
a finger and mutter, ‘I told you so.’ Of
course, his version of traveling to the moon
(as recorded in his book, From the Earth
to the Moon, published in 18685) was far-
fetched, Few readers of his fantasy will
forget his idea of a 300-meter cannon to
fire a weird craft into outer space. Perhaps
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more In harmony with
present speculations was
the method of rocketry de-
vised by another French-
man, Achille Eyraud, who
the same year published
his work, Trip to Venus.
Eilaborately he described the projectile ca-
pable of the trip, a rocket powered on the
theory of Newton's third law of motion,
This has proved the true principle on
which rockets operate. This law states that
“every action is accompanied by &n equal
but opposite reaction”. Hence the rocket
propulsion backward would kick the rocket
itself forward, And since rockets, in con-
trast to jet engines, supply their own oxy-
gen, they could, at least theoretically,
operate equally well in airless outer space.

Today the future these men viewed from
afar has pulled u»p with a mad rush. This
age that has smashed the atom has sud-
denly transformed printed plans and de-
scriptions of rocket ships into the reality.
On September 8, 1944, the first V-2 rocket
crashed on London after flight from its
base in Nazi-held territory on the conti-
nent of Europe, Early in January of 1946
United States Arimy signal corps engineers
picked up radar echoes from short waves
bounced off the moon, the first human
contact with a heavenly body.

Resulis from the Rocket “Lab”
Since the war, United States scientists

have been ifitensely studying rocketry
from their immense outdoor natural labo-
ratory. From ships at sea and desert
places inland, like the well-known rocket
proving grounds near White Sands, New
Mexico, rockets based on improvements of
the German V-2’s have been nred to the
greatest heights ever reached by earth-
sent vehicles. In the nose of each a com-
plicated electronic nerve cenier called a
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telemeter records and trasmits back to
the ground twenty-eight different fands of
information thirty-five times a second.
Thus valuahle Information that would
otherwise be lost due to the destruction of
all instruments in the return crash is pre-
served. Besides adding knowledge of rock-
et improvement, these experiments are
furhishing information about the upper
atmosphere not previously known. Pass-
ing time brings reports of rockets scream-
ing to speeds of 2,250, 3,000, 5,000 miles
per hour and reaching heights of 60, 75,
100 and 250 miles. The latter achievement
went to the “Wac Corporal”, an American
two-stage rocket launched from the nose
of a German V-2 after the latter, racing
at great speed and height, neared the end
of its fuel supply.

Patiently plodding behind these setters
of dizzy records are the designers of rocket
ships capable of carrying passengers,
Though they cannot .match the altitudes
of the other rockets vet, they are led by
such pioneers as Eugene Maynor of Chica-
go and youthful Stanley Hiller, Jr., of Palo
Alto, Celifornia. Both expect their ships to
attain heights of around twenty-seven
miles, or midway through the stratosphere.

True, none of the statistics given thus
far touch on the border of what would be
required to successfully launch a rocket,
manned or unmanned, to the moon, the
earth’s 238,000-mile-away next-door neigh-
bor. But its relative nearness and the fact
that its gravitational field joins that of the
earth about 220,000 miles from here will
keep aspiring rocketeers active. Says
Willy Ley, informed rocket writer, in the
Rotarian of April, 1949: “It is this fact
that makes & trip to the moon now merely
as fantastic as a transatlantic flight
seemed 20 years ago.” The leatned Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology in 1949
foresaw the conquest of space as an early
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probability. A guided missile officer In
Honolulu speaks of moon rocketry as a
certainty, as soon as the necessary funds
are secured. And on October 1, 1950, a
group of scientists at the Sorbonne in
Paris announced that the twenty-flve or
thirty years necessary to develop a sult-
able atomnic motor represent the only final
barrier to moon travel.

Destination Moon

The endless technical details concerning
the exact type of craft required are yet un-
stable, but the general requirements of the
trip as well as the theory for its execu-
tion can be described. The moon’s gravita-
tional field joining that of the earth, it is
simply a matter of being lifted out of the
one and into the other. However, the larg.
er size of the earth makes its attraction
much stronger for a far greater distance.
The speed required to break the bonds of
the field of gravity is called the “escape
velocity”. To leave the earth’s field would
require a speed of 25,000 miles per hour,
or about seven miles a second. Ley points
out that a space ship leaving the earth at
ninety-six féet per second and gaining
speed at the rate of ninety-six feet each
succeeding second Tor eight minutes would
give the ship a safe bank of velocity to
push it through the earth’s atmospheric
“roof” and on over the line separating the
gravity pull of earth and moon. He calcu-
lates that fuel to reach escape velocity
could not be stored in sufficient quantity
to last for much longer than that. Then,
perhaps, as some suggest, the tail section
of the ship, used to carry the fuel for the
take-off, would be jettisoned, leaving the
nose section housing the crew, motors and
sufficient fuel for landing and returning.
Once the velocity necessary is attained, it
is believed the ship could coast across the
boundary. Probably, after clearing the at-
mosphere, it would first circle the earth
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with its rotation once or twice ta pick up
speed before plunging 1nte outer space,

In landing on the moon, the ship would
reverse itself, utilize its motors to brake
ite fall and land with the aid of some re-
tractable form of gear. The moon being
g0 much smaller in size, only a speed
of 5,300 miles per hour would be needed
to pull away from its gravity field; and
the motors in the nose section of the space
ship should be able to supply this power,
The fuel supply housed therein should be
sufficient to make this take-off and effect
landing on earth.

Variations of this theory are numerous.
Alexander de Seversky in 1946 foresaw
such a voyuge in a cigar-shaped space ship
that rose slowly and had sufficient fuel to
continue its rocket power throughout the
trip, able to continue its acceleration in-
definitely and gainlng momentum as it
wished. This requires that a fuel be found
that is light, compact and potent enough
to be stored on the ship in the necessary
quantities, Many believe that atomic ener-
gy will some day provide this.

Converting the theory of space travel to
reality involves much more than the above
surface description reveals. Space ships
would have ta be equipped to supply prop-
er amounts of oxygen, &an even, desirable
temperature and some form of artificial
gravity to their occupants, since outer
space is an airless vacuum. They must de-
flect the harmful radiation apparent he-
vond the protective coating of earth’s
atmosphere. Storage of food and water
must be considered. The rate of accelera.
tion and deceleration must be kept within
the Umits of human endurance, and means
of combating possible severe fatigue will
have to be at hand. As protection against
possihle barrages of sipall meteorites, self-
sealing walls have been suggested. If a
large meteor “‘connects” with the travelers
there will be no walls to seal!
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A Filling Statiea in Outer Space!

However, confident that they have all
the answers, and armed with the assur-
ance of such moving pictures as “Destina-
tion Moorn”, space-minded men afe pro-
ceeding with their plans. In fact, new im-
petus has been given them by secret U. 8.
military activity involving the invention
of an “artificial satellite” or “moon®.

At the close of World War IT seemingly
fantastic rumors circulated concerning
Germany’s frantic effort to perfect an out-
er gpace observation post from which
rocket attacks on any part of the world
could be directed. In December, 1948, the
late U. S. secretary of defense, James For-
restal, made vague reference to an “earth
satellite vehiele program” under study by
the armed services. Though a startling an-
nouncement, the idea is not new, either to
scientists or to plain wild-minded specu-
latorg, both of whom have long contem-
plated a rocket sufficiently fast to break
¢lear of earth's atmosphere and settle in
an orbit about the earth.

How would the man-made satellite get
into its orbit and stay there? Authorities
answer that a three-step rocket is the
probable answer. The first charge would
be expected to clear the atmosphere and
reach a speed of 5,500 feet per second by
the time its fuel is exhausted. Step. two
would be released from that point, attain
a velocity of 14,000 feet a second, and, at
its peak, discharge tne final step, the satel-
lite itself, which would reach the neces-
sary rate of five miles per second. At this
speed it Is estimated that the rocket in
failing would descend in an are just equal
to the distance the earth curves away, or
elght inches every mile. In this way the
rocket would literally keep “faliing around
the earth”. Importance of such a satellite
as a possible “radar heam relay station”
for use in defense is the probable feature
now under study. Also, would-be space
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travelers, long before the possibility of
atomic fuels, were thinking of such a proj-
ect as a stopover refueling station en route
to the moon.

Fancy vs. Fact

“Men of tomorrow” living today are al-
ready gurgling their delight over the yet
dreamy prospects of man-made sate]lites
and lunar expeditions. Broadly they talk
of the sweeping changes the satellite would
introduce to such fields as weather fore-
casting, radio and television. Excitedly
they contemplate the wonders ahead of
them when turned logse on the moon.
Among the, scientists’ fancies is the idea
of a powerful telescope there mounted in
a pressurized and properly insulated ob-
servatory from which they could eye the
universe free of earth’s atmosphere.

Then, outer space bridged at last and
equipped with atomie fuels, their vision
carries them to Mars, to Venus, to Jupiter,
and wherever development for future ad-
vancement accarding to their perspective
might be made. The English schoolmaster-
lecturer-author, Dr. Olaf Stapledon, de-
picts Martian deserts responding to hu-
man irrigation and blossoming like a rose.
Vaguely he goes so far as to suggest spe-
eial breeding of human creatures suited to
life on the remote planets.

But scientific progress is by no means
the only result promised from moon
vovages and artificial satellites. With a
consistency typical of this world, author-
ities rarely fail to mention the military
advantages. The satellite’s role in direct-
ing rocket bombs at enemy nations is ac-
cepted. Already theorjes are thick con-
cerning the advantage of controlling the
moon and launching destructive super-
rockets from there to any point on earth.
Perhaps the vision of a future internation-
al race for military control of outer space
dawned upon Secretary Forrestal and had
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its share In driving that world dignitary
to suicide.

There are minds today alert enough to
realize that man cannot measure his suc-
cess in terms of the atoms he smashes, the
radar beams he levels at the moon, o1 the
distances into space he travels. The New
York Times sensed this in saying on Feb-
ruary 18, 1545: “The space ship for mili-
tary uses must make one realize that the
invention we most need is one that will
enable all the nations of the earth to get
along without war or the threat of war.”

Yes, man can, at least in theory, rocket
you through troposphere, stratosphere,
ioneosphere and on inte outer space angd
other worlds. He can smash atoms, master
radar and build “new moons”. He can in-
vent pens t0 write in -the stratosphere or
under water. But he has never found the
formula to world peace and harmony so
necessary to the enjoyment of all these
Jluxurious pessessions, In view of man’s

. torn and troubled planet of today, one

wonders if talk of space flight is part of &
desire to get “out of this world” and forget
his troubles, looking to the ever-romantic
moon as a way out. If so, he is doomed
again to disappointment, for the milita-
rists are a jump ahead of him and the
dreamer finds his moon bristling with rock-
et bases ready to blast the earth with a
total war dwarfing all previous models by
comparison, Alas, no more can war-bat-
tered man even escape with the saying, ‘I
can dream, can’t I?’ But why rely on wispy
dreams? There is no need to do so to find
eventual happiness. Whether or not man
ever sets foot pn other planets, his Creator
has already promised to rid earth of its
satanic rule and its bitter plagues of wars
and .death. Regardless of his purpose for
other planets, God's provision for the earth
is certain: “God . . . formed the earth
and made it . . . not in vain, fie formed
it to be inhabited.”—Isaiah 45:18.
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HERE was a time in the United States

when all that was necessary 1o make
some youngsters behave was to threaten
that the Molly Maguires would get them.
Yes, those Irish Catholic coal miners of
the anthracite region of Pennsylvania had
gotten a very bad name for themselves.
But that was seventy-five vears ago. To-
day, however, labor historians seemingly
try to vindicate them.

The questions naturally arise: What gre
the facts? Were the Molly Maguires a
group of peaceable and order-loving coal
miners who were framed and railroaded
to prison and death on false testimony?
Or did their organization deserve the na-
tional disfavor it got in the latter part
of the nineteenth century? Can it be that
present efforts to justify these are just a
part of a-campaign on the part of the Ro-
man Catholic Hierarchy to whitewash her
black sheep by altering history?

To fully understand the Molly Maguires
it will be necessary for us to go back to
the beginning of the nineteenth century
and view the conditions that then prevailed
in Ireland. There we find a bitter enmity
between the Irish peasantry and the Brit-
ish nobility and lIandowners. The Irish were
oppressed politically, denied the right to
rule themselves; they were oppressed re-
ligiously, discriminated against by Protes-
tant rulers and laws because they were
Catholic; they were also oppressed eco-
nomically, being barely able to eke'out a
miserable existence, because of rents, tax-
es, etc.
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It is not surprising therefore to learn of
the forming of a secret society known as
the “Rtbbon men”, who retaliated much
in the same way as years later the Ku
Klux Klan did in the United States. In fact,
by such a campaign of violence and blood-
shed in many places they completely
twrmed tables, intimidating the landowners
and having things pretty much their own
way.

In the year 1843 a band known as the
“Molly Maguires” was organized to help
the “Ribbon men”. It is said that these
got their nickname because of wearing
dresses when they sallied forth to avenge
some real or fancied wrong by arson, beat-
ing or murder. To further disguise them-
selves they blackened their faces with
burnt cork. Thus we have the antecedents
of Pennsylvania's Molly Maguires.

The “Molly” Reign of Terror

Coming to America many of these Irish-
men settled in the anthracite coal region
of eastern Pennsylvania, bringing with
them their membership in an ardent Cath-
olic society known as the Ancient Order
of Hibernians and their Molly Magulre
hatred for the ruling and the propertied
class. That there was a vast difference be-
tween the unjust conditions they had en-
dured under the British yoke in Ireland
and the conditions they found themselves
under in the United States they evidently
failed to see,

For twently years, a local historis. af
those times, one F. P. Dewees, tells us, in
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his book MoZly Maguires, it was suspect-
ed that crime was organized. The frequent
and flagrant vioiations of the law, the mode
of carrying out these crimes, all of which
displayed organizetion, system and a
defined policy, induced this suspicion. Al-
so, they bore a most marked resemblance
to the methads used by the Molly Maguires
in Ireland, Though most of the crimes were
committed against those who figured more
or less prominently in the coal mining com-
panies, others also came in far Molly
vengeance. Victims were shot, knifed, axed
or hammered to death.

Comparatively seldom were such cTrimes
motivated by robbery. Rather, it usually
was merely some petty grievance, some
fancied or real insult which they avenged
by taking the life of the offender. Large
rewards were repeatedly posted for the
arrest and conviction of the guilty parties,
but all in vain. And though these crimes
continued and increased for some twenty
years, during ail that time na Mally Ma-
guire was ever convicted of first-degree
murder. Theose who saw the perpetrators,
victims who lived long enough to describe
their assassins, or other witnesses, always
testified that these were unknown to them.

The Molly Maguires were also becoming
a power to be reckoned with politically.
Though in the minority, they managed to
galn control of many of the elective offi-
ces, especially in the county and town-
ship governments, such as those having to
do with the schools and the roads. And
these they ran in the best Boss Tweed or
Tammany Hall style, to the profit of them-
selveg and to the sorrow of the taxpayers.
Both major political parties curried their
favor.

And though ‘this was going on among
the Molly Maguires, it would be a mistake
to conclude that all those Irish ¢oal min-
ers, or even the majority of them, were
criminals. But mistaken notions of honor,
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patriotism, friendship and religious preju-
dices, and especially that hatred for the
“informer”, all rombined to make themn in
effect parties to the crimes, although ac-
tually themselves not guilty or approving
of such crimes.

James McParlan aliacs McKenna

In an effort to get at the bottom of the
Molly Maguires, in October of 1873 an
Irish Catholic detective by the name of
James McParlan was sent into the area
with instructions to jein the Molly Ma-
guires and get the facts. This detective
was at first most skeptical that such a so-
ciety should exist, but after a short trip
through the region was convinced that the
Molly Maguires were a “terrible reality”

By posing as a fugitive from justice, as
a murderer and a counterfeiter, and by
ever boasting of his crimes and always
being ready to fight at the drop of a hat,
this detective soon endeared himself to
the “Mollies”. Before long he was able to
convince them that he had at one time be-
longed to their order and was allowed to
rejoin it, and later became an officer in one
of the groups. Rit by bit he became ac-
quainted with the various members and
learned how they worked.

When a Molly had a grievance against
an individual heswould present his griev-
ance to the “body master”. This body mas-
ter would then get in touch with a bédy
master of a distant group who would fur-
nish men to perform the crime, usualily
for a price. In turn, when a member of
that distant group had & grievance he
wanted setiled, the group that had been
accommodated by them would be required
to reciprocate. Thus we undersiand why
the victims or other eyewitnesses were un.
able to identifv the attackers.

Among themselves the murderers were
well known and assumed an air of impor-
tance because of having committed such
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erlmes, often purposely courtlng danger
so as to add to their glory. In one instance
a Molly demanded a trial to determine who
should get the credit for a mirder, another
was claiming the honor and blood money
that went with it!

Needless to say, this James McParlan,
known among the Mollies as James McKen-
na, was engaged in a risky piece of busi-
ness, for they would not have hesitated to
make away with him on the slightest sus-
picion that he was a detective. However,
by exercising extreme caution he was able
to cantinue among them for almost two
and a half years undiscovered. During all
this time he not only gathered a multitude
of facts as to who had committed the vari-
ous murders of times past but at the same
time kept in touch with the authorities so
as to thwart as many crimes as possible.

After some two years of such activity
on the part of James McParlan, alias
James McKenna, the Mollies sensed that
something was wrong and rumors began
to fly to the effect that a detective was
in thelr midst. As time went on more and
more these rumors pointed to James
McKenna. Accordingly they slated him for
bumping off. Getting wind of it he boldly
demanded of Jack Kehoe, the country
delegate, a trial to prove his innocence.
Jack Kehoe had the least compunction of
them ell! when it came to taking life and
had stated that unless James McKenna
was slain half of the Mollies would be

hanged.

“Mollies” Exposed and Punished
From this leader he learmed that it was

a Catholic priest that had informed the
Mollies that he was a detective. After re-
peated efforts he was able to get in touch
with this priest, who, while loudly declaim-
ing against the Mollies, insisted that James
McKenna was a detective and that the fact
was also known by other priests. Here

DECEMBER 22, 1850

note the height of religious inconsistency.
While ostensibly loudly declalming against
the Molly Maguires as a crimineal organi-
zation, the priest had betrayed to them the
only one who was in a position to put an
end to their twenty vears of cxrime!

A Molly, the first to ever confess, was
being tried at the time. In his trial he im-
plicated others in the crime. To verlfy his
testimony it was necessary to bring the
detective to the witness stand. Irnagine the
consternation of the Mollies to find this
joily Irishman, James McKenna, called by
some of them “the greatest Molly of them
all”, appearing on the witness stand as
one James McParlan, detective, and reveal-
ing their secrets!

A number of arrests were spon made
although many of the Mollles fled the re-
gion, the state, and even the country. How-
ever, as the result of his activity and testi-
mony, and after many months of trials,
ten of them were executed for murder,
fourteen were given long prison sentences,
and a mumber were convicted of perjury.
One member of the Mollies fled to Denver,
Colorado. Years later, James McParlan
had occasion to go there, which so terri-

fled the Molly that he committed sulcide.

The record of the court proceedings
has been published in various volumes
and forms and is within reach of all in
the libraries of our larger cities. And in
spite of the apologists for the Molly Ma-
guires, whether labor or Roman Catholic,
that the Molly Maguires were misrepre-
sented and sentenced only on the testl-
mony of sples and provocateurs, the facts
remain that with the imprisonment and,
execution of those convicted of the sensa-
tional crimes, the reign of terror in the
anthracite region of Pennsylvania came to
an ena,

The facts of histm}r stand. The Roman
Catholic Hierarchy tries in vain to white-
wazsh her black sheep.
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ANTICS OF ANIMAILAND

Lost and Strayed

¢ In New York city, a little
a whité dog recently took the no-
F tlon to follow the common New
York custom and take a subway
ride. At least it went down the
steps of an Independent division
subway ehtrance along Central
Park West. Then, declding to go
it on foot, it followed the tracks
unti] it sighted light through a
grating. Finding it could not get through the
hars, it commenced barking and kept this up
for two days untll it was overheard by a passer-
by who called the police. The officers opened the
grating, lassoed the victim and pulled forth a
canine smaller than before but not at all white.

¢ About 150 whales came in on an
extremely high tide for a lock at a
streteh of Scottish beach near Dun-
har. There the tides lett them high
and dry, and there théy remalned to
their chagrin and with nolsy gasping
while curious townspeople watched
from the bluffs.

A Mexican loggerhead turtle was
caught off England’s Cornish coast

Determination in Birddom

¢ Our feathered friende are & determined Iot.
Take “Wilbur the Robin” of Ponca City, Okla-
homa, for an example. Last spring he spled
his own reflectlon in the shiny hubcap of the
automoblle owned by Early Wright The first
day he noticed his “opponent”, Wilbur pecked
his way completely around the hubcap and
turned up with a bleeding beak. Back the next
day he renewed his savage pecking barrage.
Mr. Wright drove his car away to discourage
the bird, but to no avalil, for on his return there
was Wllbur, waiting. Before the Wrights could
disembark, he was back firlng away again.

¢ Britain too has had its bird problems. A
London owl that has no use for spectacles made
its wrath known to several English
gentlemen when it belted out of
the blue to snag the spectaclea right
from the nose of C.J. Orme of sub-
urban Ealing. A moment later it
swooped in for the kill apain and
away went William Kysow's glasses.
A third victim kept his glasses when
the owl's aim went awry, but his
neck suffered several scratches. An
owl trap set with a looking-glass
bait finally apprehended the villain

in December, 1949, This creature is
normally zn inhapitant of the Gulf |
of Mexlco, and naturallsts could explaln the
circumstance only by indicating that the Guit
Streamn had carried the turtle dn a 3,000-mile

acean voyage.

Jiggs Builds a Better Mousetrap

~» “The jig's up,” cry any mice around the
home of Mr. and Mrs, David Lewls of Brazil,
Indiana. Why? The Lewises own one smart
cat named Jiggs, When dining on cheese, Jiggs
uses the last of the scraps to smear his face.
Next he proceeds to the nearest mousehole
and poises just outside. Presently the enchant-
ing cheese aroma waits through the hole to the
mice inhabitants who unsuspectingly ‘walk
their last mile’ to the slaughter.
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-3 VEery, very angry barn owl.

~¢ Again in Britain, in 1921 birds described as
tits started milk bottie piracy by puncturing
tops of hottles left on porches. Now the fad
has spread among at least eleven species of
English birds. Experts are unabie to tell wheth-
er the idea was passed on from bird to bird or
picked up individual-
1y, though the latter
explanation is pre.
ferred. Some talesg
relate that tlits have
been known to fol-
Iow milk carts and
open bottles while
the driver was mak.
ing a delivery.




By “Awakel" correspondent in South Alrico

HAT is life Iike in a convent? What

are the children taught? How are
they treated? Have conditions in those
mysterious institutions changed during
the past few decades? These are questions
which might well be asked, and we shall
leave the reader of Awake! to form his
own conclusions after inviting him to
spend a year or two behind convent walls
with Muriel and her sister Joan.

The Rhodesian summer of 1930 was
stifling hot, but the two small girls, Joan,
aged 11, and Muriel, 8, were too excited
over the prospect of a long train journey
to worry much about the heat. Bravely
they waved to their parents on the plat-
form as the train steamed from the sta-
tion. Late the next morning the train ar-
rived at its destination and the children

immediately spotted the two nuns who

had come to meet them. After a long dusty
drive they arrived at the convent, a ram-
bling brick building, surrounded by trees
and rather isolated.

There was no wall around the convent,

but the thick belt of trees surrounding it

was an effective barrier between it and
the outside world. They were soon to learn
that there was angther barrier which kept
them close to the convent buildings—fear.
Fear of the dark, fear of the unknown,
fear of the shadows which moved in the
trees, fear of God, and, above all, fear of
the fires of hell,

Convent Life Begins

Short, plump Sister Xavier took charge
of the newcomers. She led Joan to a dormi-
tory containing about twenty beds, and
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showed her the one that was to be hers.
Then she took Murlel to another room
where all the smaller- children siept and
showed her where she was to sleep, Hang-
ing on the wall was an enormous picture
of St. Joseph. Sister Xavier, who was Ger-
man, a8 were most of the nuns in the con-
vent, pointed to the portrait and said:
“See hizs eyes—dey vatch you.” Sure
enough, the eyes of the man in the paint-
ing met Muriel’s eyes with a cold, steady
gaze, Then leading Muriel to the other
side of the room she again pointed to the
picture and said: “His eyes—still dey
vatch you. You go here; you go dere, but
St. Joseph he vatch you. In nighttime, in
daytime, he vatch!” Sister Xavier then left
her in the dormitory and Muriel was glad
when she was joined by Joan.

The other children came in and crowded
around them, staring and whispering. Mu-
riel noticed that none of the children wore
shoes, that their hair was untidy and that
their blue uniform-type dresses were long
—inches below their knees. They fingered
Joan’s and Muriei’'s pretty dresses and
hinted that they would not be allowed to
wear their shoes much longer. And so it -
was. Their clothes, beautifully made by
their mother who was an expert dress-
maker, were packed into the huge commu-
nity cupboards, together with their shoes,
and they were each given a long ill-fitting
blue uniform. They did not wear their
own clothes all the time they were there.

Convent Routine

The routine was austere, The getting-up
bell sounded at 6:00 or 6:30 and then each
child, even the tiny ones, had to make its
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own bed. Big girls were in authority over
the, little ones, but instead of mothering
the wee mifes they were eager to show
their authority. Severe beatings, with-
holding of fopd, and other secret torments
were quite usual.

After bedmaking the children went into
the little chapel for mass. Children from
the age of seven were compellad to take
“holy communion” each day. The mass
was jong and tiring and most of the time
they kneeled on hard wooden stools. The
old Irish priest who administered the sac-
rament warned the children that he coulc
tell from the color of their tongues wheth-
er or not they had withheld confessimg
any of their sins at the previous confes-
sional. And so Muriel extended her tongue
each morning with much fear and trem-
bling lest some long-forgotten sin might
one day reveal itself on her tongue.

More prayers were said each morning
in the classroom; the “pesl of the angelus”
at noon and at six in the evening called
for still more prayers, and there were
prayers before and after lunch.

In the afternoon there was angther hour
or two of lessons, and afterward the chil-
dren drifted into the chapel by twos and
threes to say their “‘penances”. At five
p’clock they lined up in the bathrooms
for a wash and hair brush so as to be
ready for the evening benediction. After
this evening service or ‘blessing” the
children had their supper and then they
were free for an hour before bedtime,

This evening play hour was the pnly
happy and carefree hour of the day—no
homework to be done, no penhances to be
said, ho burning ground to walk on and
as yet no dark shadows of night to fright-
en one. During it all the children gathered
together and played community games.

After their play bour the children
washed and hurried into their dormitories,
anxious to pet to béd as quickly as possi-
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ble. Although ready for bed, each child
was not permitied to climbh befween the
comforting blankets until the “report”.
She had to stand in her nightgown beside
her bed and wal¢ until the dormitory head,
accompanied by Sigter Francis, who car-
ried a businesslike cane, made the rounds.

These twg would pass each bed and the
head girl would report the misdeeds of
any child who had fallen foul of her au-
thority. Perhaps two or three would be
passed without comment, and then came
the dreadful halt followed by the announce-
ment: “Mary was naughty today, Sister.
When I told her ta clean out the bathrodrts
she gave me the cheek.” Miserably Maty
would lean gver her bed and recelve the
customary two whacks on her thinly clad
buttocks. The culprit was never given an
opportunity to defend herself; in fact, had
she been given one she would not have ac-
cepted it for fear of reprisals. Except for
Mary’s sobs the procession would continue
in silence until another halt a few beds
away and another accusation, and again
the cane would swish through the air, leav-
ing another victim sobbing beside her bed.

Dolng Penance

Due to the great distances between
towns and villages in Rhpodesia, there were
many children who did not see thelr par-
ents for years at a time. Writing letters
was futile because all letiers to and from
the convent were censored, and fn any
case many of the tiny ones were unable to
write. Once Muriel dared to hint in a letter
horne that a parcel of food would be wel
come. Not only had the letter to be re-
writien without the offending passage,
hut she was given a penhance to do as well.
The usual penance was that a child had to
say her rosary,

The children not only did penances as a
punishment but they also used to do pen-
ances as an insurance against the future.
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The best place to which a child could ex-
pect to go at death was, of course, heaven.
But Sister Francis sald that there wasn’t
much cnance of ker dormitory children
going there and so the next thing to be
hoped for was purgatory, Length of time
in purgatory not only depended upon how
many little or venial sins you committed
but also upon whether or not someonhe on
earth would offer up prayers or have spe-
chg)l masses said on your bpenai. Because
g child feared being left in purgatory for-
gotten she very wigely said some eXira
prayers before death.

After purgatory came hell, Nobody could
pray for you when you once landed there,
Muriel dared not think about hell. That
was the place you went to when you killed
a person or missed going to mass on Sun-
day; those, she was told, were mortol sins.
The fourth place that a dead person could
enil uDn N was Yo, Litte bhahies wino bad
died without being baptized went there,

Most of Saturday afternoon was set
aside for confessional. While waiting for
her turn to confess, Muriel searched her
conscience thoroughly. Since the last con-
fessional what had she done? Soon her turn
came to enter the confessional, and almost
breathless from nervoushess she knelt
down, The priest was murmuring a prayer
to himself in Latin. Then he asked: “Yes,
my child?’ The response was always:
“Father, 1 have sinned.” “Yes, you have
sinned. Go on.” Gaining confidence from
her supposed anonyrnity, there being a
green gauze screen separating the two, she
began the unhappy recital: “I stole food
from the kitchen (three dried prunest)
. . . I made a rude noise at Sister de Sales
. » . I wished Marie, the head girl, would
die because she beat.me . . .” and 50 on
until the list was completed. After, assur-
ing the priest that she could remember
oo other misdeeds ghe was ehrolved from
her sins and told what penances to do.
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A Convent “Miracle®

In this way passed the first 12 months
of Joan and Murlel's stay at the convent,
roward the end of the second year Muriel
accompanied another Httle girl, Maggle,
ong Saturday morning down tq a thickly
wooded part of the extensive convent
grounds to attend to a statue of ‘“QOur
Lady” which was bullt into a kind of
grotto. It was an eerie, shadowy spot and
one which the children avoided unless they
were sent there. Every Saturday morning
the children had to wash out the vases in
which were placed flower offerings at the
foot of the statue. Sometimes in Lent the
children would place a preclous tidbit or
a hard-won sweet beneath the figure, On
this occasion Muriel left her companion
and went down a path to a water tank to
refill the vases. Suddenly she heard a
piercing shriek. Dropping the vases, ghe
rughed. back up oe S 4 Sl it whinh
was wrong with Maggie. She found her
companion Kneeling, almost paralyzed with
fright, in front of the statue, “Qur Lady
moved!” Maggie screamed at her. “Our
Lady raised her hand and blessed me!’
Giving the statue one frightened look,
Muriel pulled Maggie to her feet and they
fled wildly back to the convent,

Their story caused a tremendous com-
motjon. All the children and nuns gathered
together and made a special pilgrimage to
the statue. With frightened whispers and
shivers of apprehension the children knelt
on the grass before the figure and listened
to the invocations the nuns offered up. The
facf that the statue had shown signs of life
was taken as a sure signh that something
was going to happen—whether for good
or for evll no one knew.

As a result of this incident a mass hys-
teria gradually swept over the whole
school. The little ones were too frightened
A g0 W wb @ The; the nappy evening
play hour was abandoned; even the muns
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themselves were affected. One night biood-
curdling screams came from a nun’s bed,
She was shouting: “He’ll getme . . . he’s
coming through the window! Oh heip me!
. . . Please help me!” The shrieks awak-
ened the rest of the school and also the
nun who was having the nightmare.

At this stage the old Irish priest decided
that the convent needed cleansing of the
evil forces which he said were at work. A
special mass was said and afterward the
priest, accompanied by two little altar
boys—the one swinging the incense lamp
and the other carrying a holy water con-
tainer—paraded arpund the school and
through every dormitory and classroom.
Al -the nuns and children followed in a
procession behind him and watched as he
dipped his brush in the holy water and
then swished the drops through the air,
saying Latin prayers all the while. After
this the children felt better.

Freedom and More Freedom

It was not long thereafter that Muriel
and Joan heard they were going to leave
the convent. A few days later their mother
—almost a stranger to them now—arrived,
Consternation was great when she told
the mother superior that she was leaving
for Cape Town, from where she and the
two children would sail immediately for
her home in England. Protestant England!
At once special prayers were sald by the
nuns for the two girls and they were im-
plored never to leave the mother church.

Sister Boniface said that she wauld daily
say prayers o the Little Flower ' (St.
Theresa) asking that the children’s faith
be preserved. Were those prayers,to the
Little Flower of any avail? Well, not for
Murtel, for she was spon to experience the
first twinge of doubt which eventually led
to freedom from her blinding belief.

One of the first history lessons in her
new schoocl in England was about the In-
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qulsition. It was unbelievable! Murlel's
head swam and her hands shook as she
turned the pages of the history book, She
refused to believe it! But secret visits to
the library not only confirmed her doubts
but shook the very foundations of her
faith. S0 when Saturday afternoon came
around Muriel did not go to confession.
How could she tell the priest of the terrible
doubt that had entered her mind? Having
missed confession she was afraid to go to
church the next day. For the first time in
her life she had committed a mortal sin.
Then her mental torment began. It was
easy to run away from mass, und not dif-
ficult to avoid the priest, but hell-fire was
something that a sinner could never escape.

The long dark nights that followed were
filled with pleadings, and hot tears were
shed for many an hour. Nights of sleep-
lesshess passed during which Muriel
prayed fervently to the Sacred Heart and
the Little Flower to preserve her from the
terrible fate that awaited her. It must
have been near midnight one night when,
unable to bear the mental anguish any
longer, she took an unprecedented step.
For the first time In her life she ignored
the Sacred Heart, the Virgin Mary, the
Little Flower and all the other saints to
whom she had prayved:; for the first time
in ten years of fervent praying she offered
up 8 prayer to the only God. Her piea
was simple—she asked God not to bumm
her in hell. Almost immediately a great
feeling of peace and comfort filled her.
The fear of hell-fire fell from her like an
old cloak,

Today one of Muriel's best laved scrip-
tures is to be found at Isaiah 61:1: “The
spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me; because
the LorD hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclalm
liberty to the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound.”
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Debunking the \nwory of Prenotal Influence

UPERSTITIONS have a

way of clinging to people. Nor is mod-
ern man any exception. For instance, the
minister of the gospel may go from door to
door in the apartment houses of New York
city for twenty years and more and yet
never see an apartment numbered 13. In-
stead it is either listed as 12-A or skipped
entirely. Why?-Because the number 13 is
supposed to be unlucky. Breaking a mirror
is supposed to bring seven years of bad luck;
walking under a ladder or having a black
cat cross one'’s path is decreed unlucky..

In ancient times many were the fan-
tastic superstitions associated with both
woman’s physical cycle and the bearing
of children, Regerding those gaksociated
with the latter, Dr. Palmier Findley, in
The Story of Childbirth, states, “An aston-
ishing number of instances are recorded
where’ women are alleged to have borne
animals. Dogs, cats, fow], pigs, even ele-
phants and lions are among those listed.
There are instances in which it is said that
the monsters born were parts of one ani-
mal and parts of another . . . In every in-
stance the explanation of the anomalous
‘birth was that the woman had had inter-
course with the devil.” Aristotle, consid-
ered by many the wisest of the world's
wisest in his day, believed that women
bore monsters as a result of relations with
lower animals.

In view of such superstitions we should
not be surprised to find that the ancients
also held fantastic beliefs regarding the
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effect that maternal impressions could
have on their offspring before birth. Thus
Aristotle states: “In the case of simili-
tude, nothing is more powerful than the
imagination of the mother; for if she fix
her eyes upon any object it will s0 im-
press her mind that it oftentlimes 50 hap-
pens that the child has a representation
thereof on some part of the body ... The
same effect has imagination in occaston-
ing warts, stains, nole spots, and darts;
though indeed they sometimes happen
through frights or extravagant longings.
Many women, in being with child, on see-
ing a hare cross the road In front of them,
will, through force of their imagination,
bring forth a child with a hare-lip. Some
children are born with flat noses and wry
mouths, great blubber lips and ill-shaped
bodies; which must be ascribed to the
imagination of the mother, who cast her
eyes and mind upon some ill-shaped cres-
fure.l'!

Hippocrates, who lived in the fifth cen-
tury B.C., and who is generally referred
to as the father of medicine, taught that
deformities in children could come from
strong emotions experienced by pregnant
women. Also, in the so-called “classical
fiction” we find beliefs in the influence of
maternal impressions.

Relic of the Dark Ages

Regarding such beliefs Dr. Paltmer Find-
ley further states: “The credulous and gul-
lible of every age have believed In the
transmission of mental and physical im-
pressions from the mather to the unborn
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child. . . . A relie of the Dark Ages and
the offspring of superstition . . . All ne-
tions have such superstitions: India, China,
Lapland, South America, Wesiern Asia,
East Africa, all Europesn nations and the
United States , . . In th~ law of Lycargus
it was decreed that Spartan women should
look upon the statues of Castor and Pol-
lux in order that strength and beauty
might be imparted to their offspring.”
The concensus of madern scientific opin-
ion, though not without notable exceptions,
is that there is absolutely nothing to the
theory that emotional upsets of the moth-
er leave their impression on the mind or
body of the child. For one, scientist Ploss
states that he was unable to discover any
way in which mental impressions could
possibly be conveyed from the mother to
the unborn fetus in a way that would
cause defects in the development of the
child, there being no direct connection be-
tween the two nervous systems. And ac-
cording to Dr. Nina A. Anderson, in the
Textbook of Pediatrics, 1950 edition: “The
myth of marking a fetus by accident or
emotional upset should be dispelled.”

Dy, Cadawallder of the University of
California also vigorously assails the the-
ory. He holds that the fetus ls practically
formed before the mother even knows that
she is pregnant. Says he: “No cases were
ever predicted. It is only after the child is
found marked that the retrospective mind
recalls a2 shock that is assumed to be the
cause, No woman can live nine months
without some occasion for shock, The fact
that these same mental disturbances may
occur 999 times without causing any de-
fects in the unborn child to one in which
such defects are found never seems to oc-
- eur to the impressionist , . . Certaln it is
that no physical defects can arise from
mental impressions after the eighth week

of pregnancy. . . . Such deformities . . .
are examples of coincidence rather than
22

of emotional influence on the part of the
mother.”

Similar testimony en the same subject
is found in the book Human Growthk (1949),
written by Lester F. Beck, associate pro-
fessor, University of Oregon, from which
we guote, as follows:

“Somebody’ said that i} a mother carry-
ing a baby was scared by a snake, the birth-
mark would look like a snake. Is this truef
No. Such stories are merely superstitions.
The baby cannot be marked in any . way
because the mother is shocked or fright-
ened. The child has its own nervous system.
It has no nerve connections with the
mother. It simply obtains food and other
chemical substances from her blood
stream. |

“What causes birthmarks? Some birth.
marks are spots where the pigment, or
coloring substance in the skin, has thick-
ened. This leaves a hrownish patch. Red
birthmarks are caused by blood vessels
that have not properly developed, with the
result that the bleod has piled up in one
place.

“What causes freaks to be born? Inju-
ries, inherited factors, or gland disturb-
ances have been known to cause freaks. It
is well t0 remember, though, that freaks

are extremely rare.”

Modern Position Reasonable, Seriptural

But does not the Bible give an example
of maternal impressions in the case of the
speckled flocks of Jacob and Laban, as
recorded at Genesis 30:37-437 A reading
of that citation may seem to so indicate.
However, the succeeding chapter shows
that God instrueted Jacob as to the reason
for Jacob's prosperity. It seems that in
this matter the Mendelian law of heredity
was involved and Jacob was given a super-
natural dream to detect these factors for
the coloring of the young of the flocks,
For a detailed consideration of thiz sub-
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ject see The Watchiower, November 1,
1950, page 431.

A lttle reflection will make clear that
the modern sclentific position regarding
maternal impressions is reasonahle as weijl
as Scriptural. In recent years the peoples
of earth have gone through two world
wars. These caused great disturbances in
the civilan population; no question about
dreadful sights, emotional upsets and acei.
dents being involved in the bombing of
cltes, invasions, etc. And women kept
bearing children through it all. If maternal
impressions were so powerful as to affect
unborn children, the world should have
seens ever so0 many f{reaks, monsters, de-
formed and marked children as the inevi-
table resutt of such disturbances. Is such
the case? No.

Also, the Bible shows that God is an
all-wise Creator. Is it reasonable to con-
chude that God would have ayranged that
the human race would be reproduced by a
process whereby every accident, emotional
upset or shock that a pregnant woman ex-
perienced would leave its mark on the
mind or body of the child she was carrying
at the time? No, in his wisdom he saw to
it that such things could not mark the un-
born child, by arranging that there be no
direct connection between the nervous sys-
tem of the unborn child and its mother.

Factors That Do Affect the Child

But there is a way in which a mother
can and does influence the mental and
physical health of a child, and that is by
her blood stream, Not that her blood ac-
tually eirculates in the buman embryo,
for it does not, But by means of special-
ized forms of circulatory apparatus which
are present at successive steps, most im-
portant of which is the placental circula-
tion, “by osmosis or by an act of secretion,
the rutritive materials of the materna
blood pass through the intervening mems-
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brane into the fetal Blood on the one hand,
while waste products pasg in the reverse
direction into the meaternal blood gn the
other hand.”—Brubaker's Textbook of
Physiology.

A mother must therefore see to it that
ghe is supplied with proper nutrition. If
her blood is lacking in. the necessary.ele-
ments she can no more endow her ¢hild
with a sound hody than a contractor could
build a suitable house without the neces-
sary luwmber, brick, nails, cement, etc

Says Bruce Bliven in the Ladigy Home
Journal: “In studies made by the Harvard
School of Public Health, four fifths of the
babies born in poor cnnditiun had mothers
whose diet had been conspicuously bad
Among 216 cases, with only one exception,
the mother had an inadequate diet in every
case of a pfemature or stillborn baby, or
one that died within a few days. And ex-
periments  with laboratory animals have
shown decisively that inadequate diets are
responsible for clubfeet, cleft palates, bone
deformities, and many cases of blindness
at birth.”

And while mental impressions cannot
mark a child, yet it is contended that the
mind of the mother can affect the child’s
health by reason of glandular secretions.
According to Dr. Charles C. Chapple, sen-
ior physician and director of research at
the Children's Hoepital In Philadelnhia,
certair environmenteal stimuii of sufficient
duration and intensity, fright and anxlety,
for example, might Induce in an expectant
mother a glandular imbalance that might
lead to defects in the unborn chiid.

So in this as in all other matters, the
truth brings freedom yet carries with it
obligations. Mothers-to-be can breathe a
sigh of relief that the notion of maternal
impressions is a fable based on nothing
but superstition. On the other hand, theirs
is the obligation to take espécially good
care of their physical and mente} health.
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Christmas—Chrigtian or Pagan?

AT is Christlan aboyt Chriztmas? The
use of the “Christmas tree”? Hardly
that, for search as we may we will ind no
mention of it in the Bible, On the other hand,
says the historian Hislop In The Two Baby-
Ions, “The Christmas tree, now s0 common
arneng us, was equally common in pagan
Rome and pagen Egypt. In Egypt that tree
was the palm-tree; in Rome it was the fir;
the palm-tree denoting the pagan Messiah,
as Baal-Tamar, the fir referring to him as
Baal-Berith . . . the Christmas-tree is Nim-
rod redivivus—the slain god come to life
again.”
 What about the holly, the ivy, the mistle
toe and the yule log? Here again, no Scrip
iural but only pagan associatlons, The holly
was considered sacred by pagan sun wor
shipers The ivy in ancient titnes was asso-
clated with pagan feasts held in honor of
Bacchus, the god of wine. The mistletoe, ac
cording to pagan Druldic superstition, was
regarded as a divine branch that had come
from heaven and represented their Messlah,
The kissing under the mistletoe was part of
thelr mystic rites at the tlme of the winter
solstice. Says dmericana; “Among the Ger
man and Celtic tribes the winter solstice was
considered an important point of the year,
and they held their chief festival of Yule to
commemorate. the return of the burning-
wheel. The holly, the mistletoe, the Yule log
and the wassall bowl are relics of pre-Chris.
tian times.”
q Is Santa.Claus Christlan? No Scriptural
record of him either. He is traced back, via
the Dutch settlers of New York, to Saint
Nicholaa of the fourth century. Nothing cer-
tain is known about him, but traditlon says
that he helped out a poor nobleman by fur.
nishing a dowry of a bag of gold to each of
his three daughters. He is the patron saint
of Russla, of virgins, of children, of pawn-
brokers and of thieves.
& The custom of hanging up stockings at
Christmastime 1s based on a simllar supersati-
tlon, An old woman of Palestlne, Befana,
would net stop her housework to see the
kings of the east on their way to bring gifts
to the infant Jesus, expecting to do so on
thelr return. Because they returned by a dif-
ferent route, unknown to her, she is supposed
to be stlll looking for them. In Italy children
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‘hang up stockings, and if they have been
good for the past year Befana s supposed
to AU them with gifts, if not, thep she Alls
them with ashes,

4. What about merrymaking and feasting at
Christmas? The Bible condemns owverindul-
gence at any time, whether In food or in
drink, Said Tertullian, an early “church fa-
ther” (A.D. 230): “By us, who are strangers
to Sabbaths, and new moon=, and festlvals,
once aceeptable fo God, the Saturnalia fand
other pagan feasts] are now frequented; gifts
are carried to and fro, new year's day pres.
ents are made with din, and aports and ban-
guets are celebrated with uproar.”

¢ What about glving gifts on Christmas
day? This too is of pagan origin as noted m
foregoing and succeeding quotations, The
pagan Magi's bringing gitts to Jesus boded
him no good, for by stopping Airst at Herod's
palace they put Jesus’ life in jeopardy and
Indirectly caused the slaylng o1 ever su many
infants. Clearly God had nothing fo do with
the light they followed. The angels did not
direct the shepherds to Herod,

& What about the aate itself, December 25:
is-it Christlan? Regarding its pagan urigin
the Americanc states that the Church of
Rome arranged for the celebration of Jesus'
birth on December 25 on the day of the old
{pagan] Roman feast of the birth of Sol, as
no certaln knowledge of the day of Christ's
birth exlsted.”” Says On the Road to Civiliza-
tiom, a history used in Americen high schools:
*“The Ieast of Saturn, the Saturnalia, was a
winter festival which lasted for a week be
ginning on the twenty-fifth day of December,
and was celebrated with dancing, the ex-
changing of gilfs, and the burning of candles.

- The Saturnalia was later taken over by Chris-

tians and given a new significance.,”

€ Nor is the name “Christmas” found in
the Scriptures. In fact, they have nothing to
say about celebrating any “mass”, whether
“high”, “low” or “Christ's mass'”. Masses too
are of pagan eIrigin.

d Andmmaly” Eﬁ-?even the very idea of cele
brating a birthday has any Scriptural prece-
dent. Says another “early church father”
(Origen, 185-234): ‘In the Scripfures sinners
alone, hot saints, ce’fﬂbrate thefr hlrthda,}rs
Clearly thefi, Jliﬂgeﬂ by the scrlptures and
facts, Christmas is not Christian but pagan.
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The Birth Date of the Messiah

SK the average man of the street,

“When was Jesus born?” and he will
reply, “On December 25, A.D. 1, of course.”
But actually it is not as simple as all that.
If it were we would not find so much dif-
ference of opinion on the subject. The year
of Jesus’ birth is said by some to be as
early as 11 B\C., and every month in the
year is mentioned by one or more histo-
rians as the month in which Jesus was
bormn. ' -

Today the celebration of Jesus’ birth
has more or less resolved itself to either
January 7 {(for the Greek Orthodox church-
es) or December 25 (for the rest). Most
religious authorities are agreed, however,
that neither of these is the correct date.
Says the Catholic Encyclopedia: “The well-
known solar feast, however, of Natalis In-
victi ['Birthday of the Unconquered’]
celebrated on 25 December, has a sirong
claim on the responsibillty for our De-
cember date.” QOldest authentic mention of
December 25 gg Jesus’ birthday is in a
calendar for the year 354.

While the correct date of Jesus’ birth
may hot be considered as a vital doctrinal
point, vet in view of the prominence given
to the celebration of Christmas, it seems
well to get the truth on the matter, par-
ticulariy if the Bible contains information
thereon. And it does. Yes, the Bible gives
us both direct and circumstantial evidence,
all of which points rather conclusively to
the beginning of October, 2 B.C., as the
tine of Jesus’ birth. _

Foremost and most definite Scriptural
proof is found in Daniel’s prophecy regard-
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ing the “seventy weeks”: “Seventy weeks
[of years—Moffatt, An Amer. Trans.] are
determined upon thy people and upon thy
holy ¢ity . . . Know therefore and under-
stand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and
two weeks: the sireet shall be built again,
and the wall, even in troublous times. And
after threescore and two weeks shall
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself
. . . And he shall confirm the covenant
with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and
the oblation to ceasd.”—Danliel 9:24-27.

The command to restore and rebulld
the walls of Jerusalem was issued in the
twentieth year of King Artaxerxes. (Ne-
hemish 2:1-10, 4An Amer. Trans.) Accord-
ing to the latest findings and most accu-
rate and reliable authorities, Artaxerxes
began his reign 474 B,C., bringing the
twentieth. year of his reign to 455 B.C.
Messlah’s coming at the end of 69 weeks
of years or 483 years (69 x 7) would bring
us to A.D. 29, Thus we have clearly es-
tablished A.D. 29 as the time Jesus came,
not as an infant, for as such he was not
the “ancinted one” (Am. Stan. Ver.), but
as the Messigk, the one anointed with the
holy spirit; which he became at the time
John baptized him in tne Jordan. For sup-
porting evidence note the following:

The Scriptures show that John the Bap-
tist was six months older tharn Jesus, and
since he was the son of a priest he was
obligated to begin his sacred service at the
age of 30. (Luke 1:36; Numbers 4:3, 23,
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40. 35, 39) The Scriptures also show that
he began his ministry in the fifteenth year
of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, which “ac-
cording to the rule of the imperial annals
{and also the canon)” was from August 19,
AD. 28, to August 18, A.D. 29. (Luke 3:1)
Therefore John could have begun his mm-
{stry anytime between August 19, AD. 28,
and June A.D. 29 and stil] allowed for the
Messiah’s coming six months later and yet
in 29 (A.D.).

As a brief study in chronology let us
note that had Jesus been born Decem-
ber 25, AD. 1, he would not have been
thirty years old until December 25, AL
31. Since the foregoing facts show that
he became thirty years oid A.D. 29, some
time after the end of February, in view
of the time of John’s beginning his min-
Istry, and yet 5till in the year A.D. 29, in
view of the prophecy of seventy weeks, he

must have been born some time in 2 B.C.

When?

Information regarding this is found in
the record of the time of the temple serv-
ice of Zechariah, the father of John the
Baptist. Due to the ever-increasing num-
ber of priests they were divided into 24
“courses” and each course served twice
at the temple, a week every half year,
and then was replaced by another. Zecha-
- riah belonged to the course of Abijah,
which was the eighth course. (Luke 1:3,
8, 23; 1 Chronicleg 24:10) Since the Jewish
year began in the spring, with the new
moon nearest the spring equinox, the
eighth course or week would come In late
spring. And as it was after that time
that Ellizabeth, John'’s mother, conceived,
John must have been born the following
spring. Jesus’ birth being six months la-
ter, it would of course have taken place
in the fall.—Luke 1:24, 36.

More light is thrown on the exact date
of Jesus’ birth. by the prophecy of the
seventy weeks. According to that prophecy
the Messlah would be cut off after the
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sixty-ninth week, and he would cause .
sacrifice and the oblation to cease In th.
midst of the seventleth week. The Serip-
tures tell us that Christ made an end to
the sacrifices of the Law by being nalled
to the torture stake, which was at Pass-
over, A.D, 33, which evidence points rath-
er definitely to April 1. (Colossians 2:14-
17, New World Trans.) Since he was eut
off in the midst of the week, or three and
a half years after his coming ag Messiabh,
then he came as Messiah around the be-
ginning of October, A.D. 29, gnd he was
born thirty years before, in 2 B.C,, at the
same time of the year.

This time of year is harmonious with
the fact that the shepherds were in the
field tending their flocks on the night of
Jesus’' birth. While the winters in Pales-
tine are not so severe as those in tem-
perate zones, yet, due to the high altitude
and rainy season, the nights are very
sharp and so shepherds do not leave thelr
flocks out any later than Qctober. That
winter weather in Palestine is accompa-
nied with hardship is clear from Jesus’
words: “Keep praying that your flight
may not oceur in wintertime »—-Matthew
24:20, New World Trans.

Also, Jesus was born in Bethlehem be-
cause of a registration decree issued by
Caesar Augustus which required Joseph
to travel to his native city to be registered.
(Luke 2:1.6, New World Transg.} It is not
likely that such a decree would have been
issued during the cold rainy season, par-
ticularly in view of the methods of travel
in those days. It is also maost likely that
John the Baptist began his work in the
spring of the year when there was much
water.——John 3:23.

From the foregolng it is quite apparent
that Jesus was not born December 25,
A.D. 1, but about the beginning of Oecto-
ber, 2 B.C. All of which, together with
the information appearing elsewhere in
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this issue on “Christrhas—Christian or
Prgan?* makes L very clear that there
are po Scriptural reasons for celebrating
Jesus' birthy either an Degember 25 or on
any other date. To want to hang on to the
Christmas celebration because of sentl-
ment is -childish., Christians who have
devoted.their lives to God’s service do not

need to wait until a~pagan buliday to ex-
préss unselfishnesa B others, ot recelve
joy from doing good to others every day
of the year as oppoertunity affords, always
bearing in mind the worda of Jesus, who
sald: “There is mare happiness in glving
than there is in recelving.”—Acts 20:35,
New World Trans.

Aprrmet G sy

Faint Foils Feminist

Last May 24, Ur. Edith Summerskill was
opening a schoolgirly’ exhibition in London,
England, seizing the opportunity az a set-
ting for s talk on women’s rights. Just as
Dy, Summerskill} was saying, “Not miany
years ago it was said that women were not
fittedt to carry a drum,” a girl drummer in
the women's army band before the speak-
er’s dais fainted. At once, the speaker
broke from her speech and rendered first
aid. When the gir]l did not immedlately

respond, Dr. Summenrskill resumed her po-
sition on the platform, stating, “I know
she would rather I went on. Many men
who have had to stand under similar cir-
cumstances have often fainted, and I have
had to go forward and aid them in the
same way.” However, the girl showed no
signs of coming around as the speaker con-
tinued, whereat Dr. Summerskiil hastily
declared the exhibltion open and returned
to the patient until she recovered.

A SURE FOUNDATION

The basic requirement for any building
is a sure, solid foundation. This is nec-
essary so that when completed it will
be safe, firm and not easily shaken,
 Today when world-shaking events are
- daily occurrences, how firm and sure
are your hopes? Is your faith built up-
on solid foundatians or on shifting
sands? To assist hanest persons to huild
up thelr knowledge and faith in a reli-
able hope and to impart confldence, the

WATCHTOWER

117 ADAMS S§T,

Watchicwer magazine is offered as a
real help. This journal furnishes a sure
footing for buiflding up one's fatth in
the enduring Word of God, the Bible,
and strengthens one to continue on
steadfastly. A year’s subscription, 24
issues of this magazine, is only $1.
Send your subscription before May 1,
1951, and receive three absorbing book-
lets free. Send for yours by means of
the coupon.

BROOKLYN T, N. Y,

Enclogsed find $1 for my subsepiption. I underatand that If thig Lx sent hefore May 1,'1951, I am to receive

three Seriptural booklels free.
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Chinesa Enteér Korean War

@& The Chinesp communists
whipped up & natian-wide cam-
palgn calling for active inter-
ventlon in Korea as *the
sacred task of reslsting Amer-
jica, miding Korea”. Sixty thou-
sand Chines¢ Reds entered the
war on behalf of North Karea
by 11/%9). The Western pow-
ers Introduced a U, N. resolu-
tion calling on China to with-
draw these forces, which China

ighored. President Truman as-

sured Communist China that
the U. S, “never at any time
entertained the intention to
carry the hostilities into Chi-
na", After driving hard into
U.N.-held territory, the Chi-
nese withdrew in several sec-
tions, and in bitter cold the
U, N. forces slowly moved for-
ward., U. 5. casualties through
November 10 totaled 28881, of
which 4,798 were killed.

Within South Korea a fam-
ine threatened, rellef need
through 1952 was put at 3364
million, and it was reported
that 1,500,000 Koreans had
suffered property losses and
150,000 homes had been de-
otroyed.

U.N. Accepts Trygve Lie

and By-passes ¥Veéto
@& Trygve Lie’s ferm as secre-
tary general of the U, N, was
extended (11/1) three more
years. The vole was 46 1o 35,
with only the Soviet bloc op-
posing. The .5, took the
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view that no one but Lle
would be eceepiable, and Rus-
sia was determined that any-
one but Lie would be gceept-
able. Russia opposed Lie’s
stand on the Horean War.

The U, N. also voted 52 to &
(11/3) to give the General As-
gembly power tp provide
armed loroes against aggres-
sion if the Security Council is
blocked by & veto. A related
action alsd permiis calllng the
Genera) Assembly on 24-hour
notice wheénever the peace is
threatened.

'Buﬂat Proposes Big Four Talks

@ A meeting of the Soviet,
Britlsh, U.S. and French for-
elgn ministers was proposed
by the Soviet Union (11/3), to
consider a plan to (1) keep
Germgany demilitarized,
(2) promote peaceful industry,
{3} conclude a peace treaty
and withdraw occupation forc-
es within & year, and {4) cre-
ate a German consttutional
council with balanced repre-
sentation of East and West
Germany. In London the pro-
pousal was called propaganda,
and in Washington a ‘stunt’.
Omne objectlon thgt had been
raised to the Soviet plan ear-
lier was that the Rusians want
the 18 million Germans in the
East to have equal voice with
the 47 milllon in the West.

U. 8. Elections
& A record number of u. s.
voters for an off-year election,

41 milljon of them, went to
the polls (11/7), disregarded
party labels and political ma-
chines and made an unusuaj
show of independence. An ex-
ample was in New York city,
where three men repregenting
three different political parties
won the top offices, The. elec
tion regults were a sethack to
labor and appreciably lessened

" President Truman's Influence

over Congress. The Demo-
crats retained a small major-
1ty in Congress, but got only
46 per cent of the vpte.

any state issues were at
gtake. A state lottery plan was
beaten In Massachusetts. Le-
gallzed gambling proposals
were voted down in California
and Arizona, Antialechol
drives Jost everywhere, Utah
and Rhode Island gpve In-
dians full citizenship. And

New Hampshlre accepted the

U.S. dollar when its voters
adopted a constitutional
amendment making doliars
and cents legal tender. Theo-
retically they had never gotten
around to abandoning the
British systern of pounds and
shillings.

Telaphone Workers Striko

@® The Bell telephore system
and Western Electrie, which
latter manufactures and in-
stalls telephones, are subsidi-
arles of the American Tele-
phone and Telegraph Com-
pany. A.T.&T. employs about
600,000 workers, 33,000 of
whom went on strike (11/9).
They adopted “hit and run
tactics by picketing first one
exchange, then another, Many
operators would not cross the
picket lines, so service would
be good one day, bad the next.
Long-distance service was in-
terrupted and calls were diffi-
cult with some manual tele
phones, Dial phones were not
affected, At the end of the
first week no settlement was
in sight.

Census Figures {anfirmed

® The U.3. Census Bureau
confirmed its estimatea of last
July, and reported (11/2) that
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150,697,301 people lve in the
UU.S. This {3 a growth of 100
milllon since 1R80, 50 million
gince 1920, and 19 million since
thae last census, in 1940,

New Citizens Sign War Fledge

& Three hundred persons who
became naturalized U. S, citi-
zang in New York (11/14) were
the Arst to be required to take
an oath that they would ac-
cept military service on behalf
of the U, S, when required by
law, This requirement was set
up by the Internal Security
Aet {(communlsat control law),
It makes provision, however,
that those who can establish
proof of religious training
agajnst war can take another
oath, but none ol the 300 pro-
tested signing the war pledge.

Don’t Burn the Foreats!

@ Fire damage in U.5. na.
tional forests nearly doubled
this year. In 9 months 324,414
acres were burned, to compare
with 171,751 for the same pe-
rlod last year. California’s Are
seagon is clalmed to have breen
the woprst In 25 years.

Guatemala Elects a President

& QGuatemala’s next president
wlll be Jacobo Arvrbenz Guz-
man, The 37-year-old army offi-
cel' won the three-day election
by a wide margin (11/12), but
his opponents charged that he
was elected by fraud, that plu-
ral voting was easy, and that
the indelible ink put on voters’
fingera to prevent Tepeat vot-
ing washed off, even without
soap. During the campaign
two of the candidates were In
hiding under threat ol arrest,
and another candidate’s meet.
ing was broke. up by a mob,
but the elections themselves
were free and orderly.

Venezuelan Ruler Eilled

& The president ot Venezue-
la's three-man military rule,
Carlos Delgado Chalbaud, was
shot and killed by assailants
who ambushed his car in “typ
ical gangater style”, shot him,
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Aed and were captured. The
jeader died In a scuffie with a
prison guard (11/13). A state
of slege was Imposed, civll lib-
ertles were suspended, armed
forces were ordered to shoot
anyone promoting disorders,
publc meetings were forbid-
den, and a 5 p.m. curfew was
ordered throughout the coun-
try. During Venezuela's 119-
yeal history as an independent
country, most of its govern-
menis have taken office bty
military coup and remained in
power as long as they had
army Ssupport. The present
govemment came into power
two Years sgo.

Red  Conference Curtalled

& ‘The World Peace Congress
scheduled for Shefileld, Eng-
land, was a fizzle, The British
government had not actually
banned the meeting, but turned
back so many delegates that
of the 2,000 more or less ear-
nest devotees to the Soviet
version of peace whq were ex-
pected, only 500 were able to
come. In a oneday session
(11/13) they cheered attacks
on the British and U.S. gov-
ernments and then the parley
shifted to Warsaw, Poland,
whére [t received a more en-
thusiastic reception. Included
In those who had been denied
entry into England were Prol.
Frederic JoliaotCurile of
France, president of the World
Peace movement, and 43 of
the 48 persons on the commu-
hist World Peace committee,

Belsiﬂ-n Catholic Budget Wina

& Three times In less than
two weeks the non-Catholic
parties walked out of the Bel-
gian House of Representatives
over the controversial budget
which would Increase pay-
ments to parochial schools.
The Social Christians (Catho-
liecs} finally skimped through
by mustering exactly the 107
votes they needed in the 212-
member chamber {11/7). The
party has 103 representatives,
but  the remalning Catholic
was at the U, N.

U. N. Backtracks on Spaln

% By a vote of 38 to 10 (11/4}
the U. N, liftea its 1546 resolu-
tion against sendlng ambassa-
dore to Spain, and prohibiting
Spanish participation In U. N
agencles. However, the people
of Spain were not told by thelr
press that Spsaln still cannat
become a regular U.N. mem-
ber; that the U. N. condemna-
tion qf Frapco's ties with Hit-
ler stilY stands; and that the
U. N, was nol Implyng ap-
proval of Spain’s policles, In-
stead, the Spanish people be-
lieve that the U.N. admitted
ihat it wag wrong to criticize
Franco's regime. Turkey’'s min-
ister was the first to return
(11/5}, but other countries, in-
c¢luding Britaln and the U. S,
sald they would not send am-
bassadors immedlately. How-
ever, the Truman administra-
tion decided to go ahead with
the $62,500,000 loan to Spain
authorized by the U.S. Con.
gress In Aupust,

Education-—Rusalan Style

4 The Russian policy on edu-
catlon was vividly illustrated
by an order regulating educa-
tlon in an East German state
{released hy U. S, occupation
authorities 11/14}. It eays that
*teachilng methods of the So
viet Union will be the gulding
Influenice In the schools of the
Eastern zone", and, among
other things, Instructs that
“Russian soldiers . .. are he
roes In the true sense of the
word . . . these ate the ¥Yines
on which history lessons
should be piven”, and, “It 1s
nonsense to talk about free.
dom. Nobody is free, 1or every-
one is dependent on his needs,
his surroundings and the con-
ditlons under which he lives.”
It says that it is sof teachilng
ability, but “the degree of his
political actlvity that decides
the value Tand salary) of a
teacher”.

Pope Proclaims New Dogma
@® Proclamation of a new dog-
ma, that Mary's fleshly body
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was ruised to heaven, was
made by Pope Plus (11/1).
Catholics must now accept
this dogma unquestioningly,
or Incur the stigme of heresy.
Many protests were heard
from non-Cathélic leaders,
Perhaps the greatest publicity
was glven to the statements of
Britain’s archbishops of Can-
terbury and York that the
Church of England “refuses to
regard as requisite for a say-
ing falth any. doctrine or opin.
fons which are not plalnly con-
tained in the Scriptures”,

Yugoslavia Fights Famine

& A3 Yugoslavia’s famine
threat continued it was report-
ed (11/9) that an agreement
was belng negotlated with the
U, 8. for Marshall Plan aid.
Yugoslavia wanted 500,000 tons
of food and a $105 million
loan to pay for transportation,
food, and raw matertals for
industry. Yugoeslavian peasants
faced the serlous problem of
feeding their familles and live-
stock, satisfying the govern-
ment’s demands for grain, and
saving encugh graln for seed.
Those who defied the govern-
ment order received prison
gentences at hard labor, and
the government confiscated
both their crops and land.

Hungary to Use Slave Labor
& It 13 reported that Hungary
is setting up slave labor camps
where npll persons convicted of
political offenses wlll be made
to serve their sentences. Also,
other *“politically unreliable”
perdansg will be confined in
these camps and forced to
work on state projecta.

Soviet Anniversary Address

& In celebration of the thirty-
third anniversary of the Bol-
shevist revolution, November 6
(October 25 by the old calen-
dar), Soviet deputy premier
Nikalal Bulganin addressed
high Soviet officials In Moscow
and said that the “Govern:
ments of the United States and
England show that they do not
wish to geek the path of inter-
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national co-operation ... . and

that they intend to unleash a

new war’, He gaid that the
Soviet people would ‘“‘defend
the Interests of the homeland,
i pecessary with arms in
hand”, for they “do not belong
te the company of the weak-
nerved and they cannot be
frightened by threats”.

King of Nepal Fleoes

@ King Tribhubana Shah, of
Nerpal, Hed his palace and togk
refuge {n the Indian embassy
(11/6), then was flown to
neighboring India {11/11),
where he was offered refuge.
Maharajah Mohan Rana, who
is the actual Tuler of Nepal,
immediately set Tribhubana’s
Jyear-old grandson on the
throne as king, and it was ru-
mored that Rana had forced
the former king’s abdication

- because he was in league with

the Congress party, 2 soclalist
group thet wants a constitu-
tional monarchy instead of
Rana's rule. When the former
king arrived in India, the Con-
gresa pariy attacked Nepal,
hitting nine border points si-
multaneously and capituring
Birgani, the second-largest
town in Nepal (11/11).

Rads Press On In Tibet

@& Communicatlons from Tibet
are slow, uncertain, and some-
times contradictory, but it
was certain that the Chinese
Reds were pushing on toward
Lhasa. The Tibetan Teengdu
(Parliament} discussed wheth-
er to make a8 last defensive
stand before the “city of the
Living Buddha”, or to attempt
a truce or surrender before the
Chinese reached Lhasa, An
eyewliness said that the Chi.
nese were armed with Ameri-
can rifles and moriars and
that the Invaders were mount-
ed on horseback, each with a
spare mount. He saild, “They
are coming in hiuge numbers,
like columns of marching
ants.” Tibet asked the T N.
to aid against the advancing
Chinese communists (11/13),
but no nation appeared willing

- to spangor the case In the Se-

curity Council

Reds Gain in Indo-Chinn

& In narthern Indo-China
communist-led Vietminh forc-
¢s stepped up their offorts tg
obtain a share of the Red
Rlver delta crops, first taking
Laockay, a border foriress
(11/2%, then capturing other
outposts on the south of the
delta (11/4), and making re-
peated guerrilia attacks. They
then conirolled a third of the
villages in the area. French-
sponisored Vietnam agreed to
organize an army to fight the
communists. Plans calleq for
appropriations of 0 to 35D
million for it. Beginningr hawe
already been made, and U. S.
equipment has heen distribut.
ed to the Vietnam battalions.

Indonesians Clalm Victory

@& The lndonesian goevernment
announced (11/4) it had cap-
tured Amboina, capital of the
South Moluccan government
which declared Independence
from Indonesia April 26, Indo-

nesian officlals sald thiz was
equal “to the complete capitu-
latlon of the rebel forces”, but
others believed that Amboinese -
troops might carry on ferrll-
la warfare. A South Moluccan
representative in New York
said that the struggle for lnh-
dependence goes on. He assert-
ed that atrocitles had beem
committed against the South
Moluecans, and sala that the
fighting is the result of thelr
resistance to bheing absorbed
into the recentily proclaimed
single state of Indonesia.

Warmning on World Scarcity

#® The U.N. Fodd and Apgri-
culture Organization (F .A.Q.)
warned (11/15) that the Ko
rean War and widespread re-
armament programs threaten
the supply of food and raw
materials, as well as the whole
world economy. It «ald that
unless the situation Is “han-
dled wisely” the world may
face food shortages, depres-
sion and unemployment,
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JOYFUL
REFUGELS!

But why should

their flight be <
joyful? D,

True, joy is nol usually associated w1‘th ﬂee ’ ;

ing people. Misery, hunger, fear and anxlety mark the paths

trod by milllons of refugees in these troubled times. How, indeed, coufd it
be otherwise?

Yet, strange as it may appear, there are joyful refugees
today. They are persons who are fleeing from the preseni
world's turmoeil and strife 1o seek refuge in God's
Word, the Bible. They have come out of every nation, peo-
pie and tongie 1o enjoy freedom from man-made barriers
of class distinctions, hates and prejudices, natioral bound-
aries and religious differences, Read the thrilling account of
the progress of 1his growing multitude of persons in the

1951 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses

You tco will feel the joy of this free throng of true Christians as you
read the 1951 Yearbock of Jehovah'’s Witnesses compiled from reports
[rom 115 regions. Your copy wiil be mailed to you postpaid for 50c.

Also available is an attractive and practical 195) calendar with the new yeartext and a view
of the enlarged publishing plant of the Watlchtower Society in Brooklyn, New York. In pleasing
pastel shades yarious sceties appear on“the calehdar pads overprinted by the calendar for 1951
Scriptural theme texts for each month are also shown. Calendars may be had for Z5¢ each, or i
fcr 81 if sent to one address,

f:d- ol 7 aliate ¢ aukie- b g - A P = v i | 1 - - ol el U -k A - | -l | el S o e b e S o Al t:l-

WATCHTOWER 117 ADAMS 357, BROOKLYN Y, N. Y

Frciosad i5 | 5w for one oy of the 1951 Yearbook of Jehovek's Wilnospes.

Enclomed i2 (3 29¢ for one 1957 pelpndar Encloscd 7 31 for 5 caleadors
wName ... ... et e e e e BIreet . ... . . LT L s ahee
A £ C e e e dove Na. . . Stale
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