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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues
of our times must be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests.
“Awakel”’ hes no fetters. It reccinizeu facts, faces facts, is free to
publish facts. It is not bound by political ambitions or obligations; it is
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be trodden on; it is
unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal keeps itself. free that
it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It
maintains integrity to truth. |

“Awakel"” uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on
them. Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations,
From the four corners of the earth their uncensored, on-the-scenes
reports come to you through these columns. This journal's viewpoint
is not narrow, but is international. It is read in many nations, in many
languages, by persons of all ages. Through its pages many fields of
knewledge pass in review—government, commerce, religion, history,
geography, science, social conditions, natural wonders—why, its cover-
age is as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens.

“Awake]” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangders, to champicning freedem for all, to comforting
mourners and strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a
delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right-
€ous ?\Jew World,

Get acquainted with “Awakel” Keep awake by reading “Awake]”
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THE STORY OF TAXATION

3.500 Years of Man’s Experience with Taxes

AXES concern themselves with the dis-

tribution of the burden of government.
And since no one likes to bear burdens
it is not surprising that the very thought
of taxes causes resentment to arise in the
minds of most people, Nor is that resent-
ment lessened by the more or less vague
realization that the tax burden is higher
than it needs to be and that it is not justly
distributed.

In the main, this story of taxation is one
of injustice and oppression. Tracing its his-
tory we find that taxes not only affected
the economic life of the peoples, but time
and again they became the all-important
political issue. Wars were fought, govern-
ments rase and fell, and more than one rul-
er lost his life, all because of the unpopu-
larity of certain taxes.

Among the most ancient records telling
of taxes are paintings on tombs which
show the Egyptians, of some 3,500 years
ago, paying taxes in the form of metal

wares, An ancient Egyptian papyrus re-

cords taxes paid by the nobility and land-
owners, the national income derived from
public works, and the tithes received from
the common people sgme 3,000 yearyg ago,
The twenty per cent of the crops that
Joseph collected for Pharaoh during the
seven years of plenty may be considered
as done in the form of a tax.
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Taxation in Ancient [srael

To what extent the nation of Israel paid
taxes, aside from the tithes and offerings
they paid to the Levites, from the time
they left Egypt until the days of Judge
Sarmuel, the Bible record does not reveal.
However, when they asked for a king, God,
through Samuel], warned them that, among
other things, a human King would prove
to be a great tax burden to them: he would
take teh per cent of their seed, of their
sheep and of the product of their vineyards.
Also, he would conscript their sons and
daughters for service in his palace, etc.
—1 Samuel 8;11-18.

At the time of the death of King Solo-
mon this tax burden seemed to have be-
come too heavy to be borne. The people
sent emissaries to his son, King Rehoboam,
imploring him to reduce their taxes, as-
suring him that if this were done they
would serve him even as they had served
his father, King Solomon. Instead of listen-
ing to their pleas, Rehoboam increased
their burdens, pursuing a harsh tax policy,
for which he paid dearly, even as many rl-
ers since his time have done. The people
rebelled and he lost ten of the bwelve
tribes. When he sought to force collection
of taxes, his head collector was stoned to
death and he himself had to flee for his
life.—1 Kings 12:1-1B.

But this rebellion and secession failed
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to salve the tax worries of the ten tribes.
Not only must their continual warring
with the two-tribe kingdom have involved
a neavy tax burden but before long they
were payilg tribute to Gentile nations
rounnd about them. Clay tablets, as well
as the Scriptural record, tell of such kings
as Jehu and Menahem paying {ribute to
the kings of Assyria. (2 Kings 15:20)
After an unhappy existence for sorne 250
years, that nation, conceived In a protest
against high taxes, came to its end. Its
sister nation, the iwo-tribe Kingdom of
Judah, before jts fihal end in the year
607 B.C., was also paying tribute to Gen-
tlle nations round about, first to Egypt
and then to Babylon.—2 Kings 23:35; 24:1.

The Persian “Publicanus”

Although after Medo-Persia conguered
Babylon the Jews were allowed fo return
to their homeland (in 5337 B.C.}, they
were still required to pay such taxes to
Gentile rulers. (Nehemiah 9:36,37) In
those days the Persian empire required
each satrap, or local ruler of a province,
to collect a certain amount of revenue,
placing him thereby in the position of
publicanus, or farmer of revenue! Many
were the taxes and abuses under this sys-
tem, people often being sold into slavery
because of their inability to pay the tax.

But the Persian monarchs could be gen-
erous when they so chose. ArtaXerxes, for
instance, took such an interest in the re-
storing of true worship in Jerusalem that
he exempted from taxes all who had any-
thing ta do with the temple service there.
Nor would we overlook Neheiniah's gener-
osity. Rather than to still further burden
his brethren, the Jews, who were groaning
under the empire tax, with the tax for the
Ipkeep of the local government, as previ-
»us governors had done, he bore all the
»xpenses himself. This, among other things,
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involved the feeding of more.than 150 men.
daily.—Nehemiah 5:4, 14-18.

Heavy as was the Persian yoke, the tex
burden of the Syrians and Egyptians was
still harder to bear. These governments
had the custom of selling the tax of a cer-
tain land to the highest bidder, who then

.made sure that he got back not only his

original investment but much more, At
times such a tax collector would demand
as much' as half of the farmer’s fruit vield
and one-third of his prain as taxes.

Roman Tax Collectors—the Publicana

Coming down ta the time when Jesus
was on the earth, the Jews were in bond-
age to the Romans, whose government ex-
acted tribute by means of tax collectors
stationed at the harbors, piers and at the
gates of the eities. The Roman “farmers
of revenue” were Kknown as publicani.
These constituted a society of knights and
gceupled a most enviable position in the
Roman empire, halfway between the sena-
tors and freemen., Often these knights

~would form corporations for the purpose

of taking over the contract to gather taxes
from a certaln land or province and then
would share the profits. Tax collecting was
big business in Rome in those days!

Working under the publicani, or knights,
were the “chief of the publicans”, of whom
Zacchaeus, mentioned in the Bible, seems to
have been one. (See Luke 19:2-10.) Be-
neath these came the lowly publicans, such
as Matthew Levi, who later became one of
the twelve apostles. (Matthew 9:9) And
though the whole Roman tax sfrueture
was honeycombed with corruption, injus-
tice and oppression, it was. these lowly
publicans who were the most hated and
despised, as it was they who came directly
in contact with the people and served in
the most apparent way as oppressors of
the people. In the Bible we find them
linked with sinners and hariots.

AW-ARE!



The emphasls that Rome placed on tax
collecting has caused some historians to
observe that she conquered lands not so
much for glory as for revenue. As a coun-
try or province was conquered the gover-
nors and tax collectors took over, squeez-
ing the people for all they could get out
of them. As a result money flowed into
Rome on every hand. Roman citizens built
themselves fine houses, with beautiful
statues, costly paintings and furnishings,
and decked themselves with garments of
gilk and gold.

But Rome's tax paradise was not to last.
The law. of retribution, which inexorably
penalizes all excess, was soon to catch up
with Rome. The peoples of the provinces
were unable to pay the exorbitant taxes;
50 much so that at one time the emperor
found it necessary to cancel all land taxes
that were. eleven years overdue, only to
couple it with an-increase on land taxes
for the fyture. As a result people left their
farms and crowded into the cities. This
Factor, together with the luxury, vice and
idleness of the ruling classes in the cities,

started the empire on the road of race

suicide which was to cause its decline and
eventually seal its doom. Before its end
‘the publicans had become so unpopular
that evildoers were penalized by being
made tax cgllectors.

Taxation in Medieval Europe

As apostate Christianity made itself felt
in Rome the clergy began to obtain favors
from the secular government, among which
was freedom from tax on income. History
also records that in the 6th century the
African provinces complained about the
high taxes of Justinian. And no wonder
they were high—only one-third of them
ever reached Rome! A few centuries later
Italy rebelled against the Byzantine rule;
high taxes were among the grievances,
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In the 11th century William the Con-
queror made tax history by being the first
one to take a complete census of his coun-
try’s weaith. He had agents go through
the length and breadth of the land, list-
ing all the farms, number of serfs, down

_ to the Jast cow and pig, as well as listing all

other sources of income and what was due
the king. This record was called the
“Domesday Book”, it being held that it
was as impossible to get relief from its
taxes as it was to escape doomsday.

In England, in the 13th century, the
high and arbitrary taxes of King John
were in larpe measure responsible for the
uprising of the nobles, which resulted in
the signing of the Magna Charta, in 1215,
In 1251 the king of Denmark died in a
campaign against an uprising of Frisian
peasants who refused to pay a new tax
known as the “Blood Penny Tax", The
clergy in both England and France com-
plained bitterly about papal taxes. In fact,
all during the Middle Ages the people
groaned under the twofold tax, to the
state and to the church. The latter tax
was made especially heavy when two or
three popes claimed to be the vicar of
Christ at the same time and each insisted

on all the pomp and splendor that went

with that office!

English Parliament Taxes

In the following century the English
government tried to levy a new tax, the
poll tax. This tax was to be paid by each
adult regardless of income, exempting only
absolute paupers. This tax, together with
the unjust and arbitrary manner in which
it was imposed, started a revolution by the
peasants, who stormed London and killed
the archbishop of Canterbury together
with other high officials before they were
pacified by promises of relief and freedom
from reprisals. Although the promises in

the main were not kept, that did mark the
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end of the poll tax as far as medieval Kng-
land was concerngd, |

In 1649 Charles I of England was be-

headed, the climax of a rebellion largely
caused by his having levied taxes for
eleven years without consulting Parlia-
ment. About the same time England began
to adopt an arbitrary and restrictive fiscal
policy regarding the American colonies
which stirred up deep resentment. This
soon revolved around the issue of “No
taxation without representation”. This
policy of England reached its cliinax in
the Stamp Act, which aroused such vio-
lent opposition that it was soon repealed.

England was determined, however, to
keep its tax hold on the colonies, not so
much for the revenue as for the principle
of the thing. So she passed other measures
which involved very little burden and
which tried to sugar-coat the issue. But
the colonists were sensitive, they were not
taken in by any such subterfuge, Typical
of the way they felt about this last ma-
neuver was the “Boston Tea Party”, De-
cember 16, 1773, in which some 350 local
citizens, disguised as Indians, boarded an
English ship and tossed its entire cargo of
340 chests of tea, on which duty was in-
volved, into the sea. Among a number of
reprisal measures by England was the clos-
ing of the port of Boston until the owners
of the tea were indemnified. This touched
off a series of events which led to the
Revolutionary War, the Declaration of In-
dependence and the birth of the United
States. |

Taxes in the United States

In 1794 occurred the ‘“Whisky Rebel-
lion", in which Pennsylvania farmers tarred
and feathered federal collectors of the
whisky tax even though it was but from
T to 18 cents a gallon. (In 1950 this tax
is nine dollars per gallon.) This lawless-
ness reached such proportions that Wash-
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INETLOIl WRS ODUEge TO Talse an army oI
15,000 to quell the rebellion against the
whisky tax.

The whisky tax was repealed in 1802,
and for the next century tariff on imports
supplied nearly all the money needed to
run the federal government. The Civil War
caused an income tax to be imposed, and
that war and the Spanish-American War
of 1898 also brought with them temporary
taxes on inheritances. An income tax law
was passed in 1894, only to have it de-
clared unconstitutional in 1895.

The Sixteenth Amendment, passed in
1913, provided that “The Congress shall
have the power {o lay and collect taxes on
incomes from whatever source derived,
without apportionment among the several
states, and without regard to any census
or enumeration”. The early part of the
twentieth century also saw estate and cor-
poration taxes become a permanent fix-
ture of the United States fiscal policy. As
World War I and its profitecring sent ex-
penses to new all-time highs, the govern-
ment also boosted taxes, taking 77 per cent
of all incomes over a million dollars and
80 per cent of war profits of corporations.

With the end of World War I taxes were
lowered until the depression and the New
Deal effort to lick it caused taxes. to be
increased. And as Pearl Harbor made the
United States an active participant in
World War II new taxes were added as
well as old ones raised all along the line.
The income tax, which before the war af-
fected only four million, in 1939, now con-
cerns 47,000,000. And though the war end-
ed D years ago, the 1949-1950 expenses of
the government for war preparations, vet-
eran’s aid, for the Marshall Plan, for the
public debt, and the expenses of running
the government totaled upwarqd of 40 bil-
lion, leaving a deficit of some 3 billion in
one af the country’s record income years.

A reduction in federal taxes was seen in

AWAdKE!?



1948 and many hoped that 1950 would see

further reductions. A predicted deficit of
5 billion for the coming year certainly
made all gestures by the House of Repre-
sentatives for tax reductions seem like just
so much vote getting and fiscal folly. The
invasion of Korea socon scrapped all such
fond dreams, and now the government is
considering by just how much they carn
reduce the estimated 5 billion deficit of
1950-1951 by additional taxes, that total

the Catholic party, recently made a bid for
popularity over there by proposing a 20
per cent reduction in income tax, However,
the Western powers could not see them-
selves paying the resultant deficit, so the
scheme had to be scrapped. Russia has its
problems with its sales tax, a tax which
the United States federal government has
consistently avoided as being the most un-

fair to the little fellow. In the “proletarian
paradise” this tax represents as much as

representing the anticipated deficit before
President Truman requested an additional
ten billion for the defense of the country
and prosecution of the Korean War.

And what about in other countries?
Taxes take an estimated 26 per cent of the
United States’ income, 30 per cent of Cana-
da’s, and 40 per cent of Great Britain's.
Germany’s chancellor, Adenauer, head of

50 to 60 per cent of the price of some food
items,

S0 much for a brief history of taxes from
more than 1500 years before ChrisF to
A.D. 1950, For interesting facts regarding
the basis, nature, purpose, and limits of
taxes, and who pays them and to what ex-
tent, we refer you to later articles. |

The Taxpayer’s “Gettysburg Address”

¢ An International News Service dispatch, of May 24, quoted the following from
what it called “that otherwise windblown journal, The Congressional Record:
“One score and sixteen years ago our fathers brought forth upon this nation
a new tax, conceived in desperation and dedicated to the proposiiion that all
men are fair game. Now we are engaged in a great mass of caleculations testing
whether that taxpayer or any taxpayer so confused and so impoverished can
long endure. We are met on form 1040. We have come to dedicate a large portion
of ous income to a final resting place with those men who spend their lives
that they may spend our money. It is altogether anguish and torture that we
should do this. But in the legal sense we cannot evade-—we cannot cheat—we
cannot underestimate this tax. The collectors, clever and sly, who cumf:ruted here,
have gone far beyond our power to add and subtract. Qur creditors will little note
nor léng remember what we say here, but the Bureau of Internal Bevenue can
never forget what we report here. It is for us the taxpayers rather to be devoted
here to the tax return which the government has thus far so nobly spent. It is
rather for us to be dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from
these vanished dollars we take Increased devotion to the few remaining; that we
highly resolve that the next year will not ind us in a higher income tax bracket;
that this taxpayer, underpaid, shall figure out more deductions, and that tax-
ation of the people, by the Congress, for the government, shall not cause our
solvency to perish.”
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Tax Experiments of Bygone Days

QNG vears ago a Frenchman mused:

‘“The art of taxation consists of pluck-
ing the goose so as to obtain the Jargest
amount of feathers with the least amount
of squawking.” Many and varied have been
the experiments tried by politicians in
their efforts to master that art of taxa-
tion, as the following examples will show.

During the reign of William III and
Mary of Great Brifain all sorts of taxes
were imposed in order to pay for the war
in which the gueen’'s Dutch consort was
engaged. Thus births, marriages and
deaths were taxed, as well as bachelors
and widowers of the term of five years.

France made a number of exXperiments
in taxing bachelors to encourage marriage
and thus increase its population,” But the
wily French bachelors preferred to pay
the tax!

To encourage the breeding of fascists,
Mussolini exempted parents of ten chil-
dren from all taxation and on the other
hand heavily taxed all bachelors between
25 and 60 years of age. |

Due to its financial straits, Germany in

the 1930’s placed an 11 per cent tax upon

bachelors in addition to their regular in-
come tax. The women voters being all for
it, bachelors’ pleas fell on deaf ears.

Dog taxes varied: in one country each
dog was taxed the same, a dog was a dog,
but in another weight determined, and in
another the value of the dog determined
the tax.

At one fime Hungaran' beggars were
taxed for the support of the poor.

Bricked-in windows in many of the old
houses in England are a reminder of the
time when all windows were taxed. The
tax was introduced during the reign of
William III in order to defray the cost of
recoinage of silver. Many people objected
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to paying the fax, and it was to Iessen the
amount that could be demanded that they
bricked in some of their windows. The tax
remained in existence until 1851, when it
was replaced by the inhabited house tax.

One state in Mexico imposed a tax on
all priests, classifying them as “profession-
als”. The majority claimed that they could
not pay it, so the state placed an embargo
on their collections and personzl effects.

Tabacco, liquor, gasoline and sugar are
the favorites of political economists of
modern times. But in years gone by it was
just common salt. According to Marco
Polo, “We shall now speak of the revenue
which the grand khan draws from the city
of Kin-sai and the places within its juris-
diction, constituting the ninth division of
kingdom of Manji. In the first place, upon
salt, the most productive article, he levies
a yearly duty of . . . 6,400,000 ducats
[about $14,400,000].” Modern Europe, it
is commonly believed, inherited this salt
tax from the Orient, or possibly from the
Venetians, who became noted makers and
vendors of the seaborne commaodity. France
had vast natural stores of it, and was
among the first nations of the Western
world to tax it. That resented impost, the
gabelle du sel, or tribute of salt, was one
of the causes of the French Rgvﬂlutiun.

Among England’s strange experiments
in the realm of taxation was the tax on
beards imposed by old Henry VIII, and
which was graduated according to- the
position occupied by the wearer. Queen
Elizabeth put a tax on every beard of more
than two weeks’ growth and also imposed
a tax on all who stayed away from church.

Perhaps most odd of al) taxes is found
in Sark, in the Channel Islands. A tax in
chickens is imposed according to the num-
ber of chimneys on one’s house.
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By “Awakal” czorrespondent in Belgium
HE doctrine of the “divine

the Flemish and partly by
French-speaking Walloons. These

right of kings" exists only as o g factions enjoy Iargely a common
a fable in most nations of the E‘"ﬁm history, but there all accord ends.

world today. One of the remain-

The monarchy has been relied

ing champions of this fable in
this postwar, atomic age is l.eo-
pold of the Belgians. Before umyielding
pressure from political enemies, whose
force threatened to rend the country in
two, King Leopold III recently approved
the transfer of his regal power to his
twenty-year-old son, Prince Baudouin.
On July 22, 1950, Leopold returned from
exile to his torn and divided homeland,
where half the populace cheered him while
others raged, some demanding his life, On
June 4 the natian had voted for the third
time in a year on his return, this time giv-
ing the Social Christian {Catholic) party,
pledged to return the king, a narrow ma-
jority in the Belgian Parliament. Next, a
favorable cabinet was formed, and a unani-
mous Parliament vote for returh was made
possible when all of the opposition mem-
bers walked out in protest. A previous
March election had been' followed by
strikes and riots on the part of Leopold’s
opposers; and further threats and violence
persisted after the June plebiscite, and
grTew more infense at the time of the King’s
return. Finally, with the country apparent-
ly on the brink of civil war, the king re-
lented and approved the transfer of royal
authority to his son, with transfer of the
title to await the prince's twenty-first
birthday. .
Contemporary history answers inquiries
as to the background for Belgium’s royal
struggle. The tiny country, part of north
Europe’s plain lands, is inhabited partly by
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upon to cement them together
in national unity. Leopold, al-
ways self-willed, opened his lasting un-
popularity on May 28, 1940, when he
delivered his army and country over to
Hitler without a fight, The Belgian gov-
ernment fled to France, where it sided
with Reynaud and Churchill in declar-
ing the kihg a traitor to his country
and responsible for the inability of the
French armies to stop the Germans. Of all
the refugee ministers present in Limoges,
France, on May 31, 1940, only two refused
to pass judgment on their king, on the
ground that they could not do so without
hearing both parties,

It will be remembered that in 1940 Ger-
many was meeting practically no resist-
ance in taking over almost all of continen-
tal Europe and some of North Africa for
good measure. Additionally, Hitler held
two trump cards, an agreement with Rus-
sia and a neutral United States, Little won-
der that the king of the Belgians, like
nearly everyone else, fully expected a Ger-
man victory. But when* Hitler lost his
cards the game took a sudden change, and
the Belgian ministers in England found
themselves on the winning side at the
war's end.

A “Party King”

Now they became more pro-British than
ever, and who could they find better to
blame for their country’s capitulation than
the king? This despite the fact that in No-
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vember, 1941, they had sent highly compli-
mentary words of loyalty to the king,
whom they then had praised for acting in
the interests of the nation, It was quite
evident that the king had been working
against the idea of Belgium’s becoming
simply a “buffer state” for France and
England, having broken off a war alliance
with France in 1938, when Paul Henri
. Spaak, recently the King's leading oppo-
nent, was foreign minister, |

But his leanings may have been more
Fiemish than Belgian, and hence inclined
to be pro-German. This was well revealed
through the “popular consultation”, which
showed that all Flandria was strongly in
favor of the king's return, but the rest of
Belgium bitterly opposed. In the March
elections the king received only fifty-seven
per cent, which is just two per cent more
than the minimum required. Previously he
had declared he would abdicate if he polled
less than fifty-five per cent of the votes.
The narrow June vote cited earlier shows
‘matters grew no better for him by then.

Unfortunately for him, he had only the
backing of the Catholic Church and its
Christian Socialist party, which has made
a greater split between the people on party
lines and caused Leopold to become, in
effect, a party candidate. That is to say,
even with the victory at the polls he be-
came a ‘‘party king” and not sovereign of
the entire people, because the Socialists
and Communists were dead set against
ever accepting him. The Liberals, though
monarchists, were not for the return of
Leopold, but called for his-abdication in
favor of young Prince Baudouin,

The church championed her “royal son™
in the hope of regaining lost prestige and
influence and cleverly utilized the women'’s
suffrage she had maneuvered into exist-
ence, The previous governmental election
had revemled that Catholic gains sprang
directly from this newly introduced ele-
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ment there, Un election.day thousands of
nuns had been noticed running about, to
and from the election sites. Among the
strongest advocates for the return of the

Ring are those who have relatives in pris-

on for having collaborated with the Ger-

.mans. These parties hoped that the king’s

return would mean either an amnesty or a
curtailing of sentence for such prisoners.
Since some of the staunchest Catholics are
involved, the church had the most to gain.

But a numerical majority at the polls
did not end the wide division of the people
extending from party lines through to the
family, where many a Belgian who voted
against the king’s return found himself
with a wife who voted for his return. It
would appear that the Socialists and Com-
munists would prefer to eliminate the
king’s place ih the government entirely.
However, since they are bound by the con-
stitution to recognize one, they, like the
Liberals, held out for Leopold’s abdication
in favor of Prince Baudouin.

Why They Don’t Want Him

‘Those opposed to the king's return
heaped many charges upon him, First it is
sald that the King capitulated without ob-
taining consent from his government min-
isters, thus acting contrary to the funda-
mental law of the land, which he had
sworn to uphold, His second marriage, to
attractive Mary Liliane Baels, was never
popular, especially with the Walloons, who
held her Flemish background and her fam-
ily’s political record in scorn. They com-
plain that Leopold has ever been pro-.
German and that he sought to restore cold
German titles discarded by King Albert 1.
Finally, his having accepted favors from
the Germans is remembered bitterly, He
married during the time of war while he
was a war prisoner, something that other
Belgian prisoners of war could not do: and
that with the approval and best wishes of
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Hitler, who even sent flowers to the bride.
Furthermore, the marrlage, contrary to
Belgian law (article 16 of the constitu-
tion), was not performed first by the civil
government, but by the church.

Effective campaigning accompanied the
charges. Proof of political swindling by,
the pro-Leopold Catholic party was pro-
duced by Socialist and Communist groups.
In defense, the king’s supporters tried to
uphold the 1940 surrender as in the coun-
try’s best interests, while generally ignor-
ing the charges of political corruption.

The consultation of the people on the
question of the King’s return made by the
March 12 election only emphasized the
split existing in the country. The king was
on the horns of a dilemma and he decided
to put the responsibility of the decision on
the Parliament. So on Thursday, March 18,
he issued a declaration from his residence
at Pregny, Switzerland, thanking the elec-
tors for their expression of confidence, and
then dropping neatly in Parliament’s lap
the final loosing of the knotty question of
his return to reign.

Far from solving the problem, however,
this move accomplished just the reverse,
for, realizing what was intended, the min-
isters, who disagreed among themselves,
threw up their hands and resigned. All
over the country twenty-four-hour strikes
flared up. As there was no government,
there was no one to convene Parliament.

Still No Rest

As a last resort it was decided to con-
vene at the royal palace what is known as
“Le Conseil des Sages” (Council of Wise
Men), or College of State Ministers, an
expedient resorted to only in extreme cas-
es of national crisis. Of course, this is not
a governmental body, but merely an ad-
visory council, similar to the Council of
the Crown, which has only once heen con-
vened, on August 2, 1914,

But only an expression of pessimism
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amid continued national strikes and pro-
test meetings came out of this council,
One after another, different political per-
sonalities were asked by the prince regent
to form a government. One after another
they accepted, and while the public waited
with bated breath they made their several
attempts and each time failed.

The opposing parties remained irrecon-
cilable, so only one alternatiwe remained:
the dissclution of Parliament. This meant
another general election, the one held on
June 4. Though this referendum made
possible Leopold’s return, it failed to force
half his subjects to accept him. The coun-
try facing virtual anarchy, the abdication
in favor of Baudouin became a mecessity.
But even this has apparently not ended all
strife. News reports now reveal that pro-
Leopold Flanders is sulking and taking out

-its rage on the Catholic party, which re-

called the king only to quickly turn in the
crisis that followed and urge his ahdica-
tion. Some talk of secession under an inde-
pendent Flemish government has even cir-
culated. Though this has not been given
serious concern it has produced a new polit-
ical party, the Flemish Nationalists, who
are not likely to aid in any conciliatory
moves with Wallonia.

The people of Belgium in general have
shown much worry and fear as a result
of this national strife. It has filled their
horizon and influenced their lives and is
likeiy to do so for some time, But some
of them are beginning to realize by a study
of God’'s Word that, as important as it has
seemed to thein, it is really of very little
consequence in this day of world-shaking
calamities. They therefore turn away
from this confusing guestion and openly
place themselves for Jehovah’s kingdom,
realizing that it is the oniy hope for heal-
ing all factional strife, eliminating all dis-
turbers of the peace and producing one
just and righteous king for all the earth.
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Qcmqu[’s Go[orfu[ Mavket

By “Awcke!" cotrespondent in Sovthern Rhodeslo
ANGUI lles along the banks of French
Equatorial Africa’s Ubangul river, a trib-

utary of the Congo. To the eariy riser (it Is
easy to get up at 6 am. In_the tropics) the
daily market is a most interesting spectacle.

It you coujd be whisked from a street in

reat Britain or the U, S. A. and be set in the

market, what would impress you first of all?
In most markets our ears are battered by a
babble of sounds as the leather-lunged ven-
dors cry their wares; our nostiils are afflicted
by mephitic smells and odors of all kinds. But
here In Bangui it is color; exotic, brilliant
gplashes of it in a wealth of designs, marking
the apparel of native women flocking to the
place of commerce. Some designs allow for a
coy shoulder, although it must be conceded
that some do not bother to be coy. The cotton
fabrics are invariably draped down to the
ankles.

The market vendor sets his article in little
heaps or piles, each costing about three cents.
Omn g mat and alongside some little pyramids
of sesame seeds are set handfuls of garlic
bulbs—what would the French do without
their garlic!

.The staple food here is manioc, a product
of the root of the manioc tree. Some sell it
in the crude root form or as a white flour,
but mostly it is sold ready cooked and
wrapped in greasy-looking banana leaves.
This is the famous foo-foo. It is rather heavy
stuff to eat and almost tasteless, se it is eaten
with a savory. This may be the green leaves
of the manioc, which she will boil and season.

But most prefer a protein. Thus around the .

native selling the fresh river fish there is al-
ways a cluster of buyers. Some fish are
smoked. The result looks very unappetizing
—rather like dried bark—but the gastronomic
taste ol the native ia not revolied by them.
Here is a woman crouching on her haunch.
es before [ittle heaps of some smail unidenti-
flable object. These are flying termites (minus
wings) which have been dried in the sun. At
a later season, if you like such things, luscious
caterpillars and grubs will be available,
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% The native who collects the nuts from the
palm trees is engaging in a serious local in-
dustry. Some nuts are sold as they are, little
red affairs, but it 18 more profitable to make
oil from the nut. :
p Into the market comes a irlo of young
girls. On each head is balanced ‘a large
enameled basin full of roasted peanuts. How
on earth can they walk and weave their way
through the throngs in the market place with-
out losing balance and cascading all those
nuts to the ground? It is reported that a form
of slavery exploiting this ability used to exist
in parts of Afrlca. Women carrlers had a
heavy load placed on the head and then the
arms were brought up to hold it and the
hands sirapped to the burder! And the load
had to be carrled like this all day long. The
French are trying to stamp out this and other
forms of cruelty. This explains the native's
right carriage, Never do you see a round-
shouldered native.
‘¢ Notice the noble carriage of these three
native beauties. They are fully clothed (in
contrast to our three peanut vendors) and are
resplendent in flashing yellow silks and pur-
ple velvets. Jewelry sparkles from their ears
and throat and their glance s haughty.
‘© They are the female counterpart of the
Haussa native. Qur Haussa is the merchant
prince of the market. Though his Jong robes
and skullcap are at complete variance with
the clothing of the girls just deseribed, his
arrogant mien is identical. If you want to
change your thousand-franc note you are re.
ferred to the Haussa. He sits cross-legged
before his wares of beads and cheap jewelry.
He even sells spare cycle parts. These ad-
mittedly are mostly secondhand, We feel
sorry for the gulllble native who will buy
that worn spindie!
‘® Passing a vendor ol excellent leather and
Ivory goods, we note the everrising arc of the
sun. Why did we get such an early atart?
Because of that sun now becoming so uncom-
fortably hot, Perspiration is glistening now
on brown foreheads, and shirts are sticking
to damp backs. It Is time to furn our backs
on the color and interest of what must seem
to the western eye a most unusual market,
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NEWS REPORTS 0Of
TREOCRACY'S INCREASE ASSEMBLY

Johovah's witnesses’ conventlon
thireugh nowswriters’ eyes

UCH f{favarable publicity was given

the international Theocracy's In-
crease Assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses
held in New York city, July 30 to Au-
gust 6, 1950.

Newspapers, newsreels, radio and tele-
vision stations, magazine writers; yes, just
about everyone who is concerned with
news cocked an inquisitive eyebrow when
they learned that 80,000 of Jehovah's wit-
nesses actually had assembled in Yankee
Stadium, New York, and were going to
spend eight days in Christian assemnbly,
just as the Watchtower Society had pre-
viousl]y announced. And when 80,000 peo-
ple get together in these days to study
God’'s Word, that's news!

Prior to the assembly, news reports had
pointed out that this might be a record-
shattering gathering. On June 7 the New
York Times described “what may turn out
to be the largest convention ever held [in
New York] . . . the week-long meeting of
. . . Jehovah'? witniesses”. The New York
Post (March 28) predicted “one of the
largest conventions ever held in New York
city, or anywhere else for that matter”,
- Thousands of miles distant, on the Brit-
ish island of Guernsey, readers of The Star
(April 18} knew of the convention. Down
in Africa the Lagos, Nigeria, Daily Times
(March 20) told that a local resident would
“‘attend the Internmational Cpnvention of
Jehovah's Witnesses to be held in July at
the Yankee Stadium”. Newspaper readers
in Lima, Peru, saw a front-page picture of
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“Los Testigos de Jehovd” who would at-
tend “una pgran Asemblea Internacional
. . . en e] Yankee Stadium de Nueva York”.

Unknown numbers of other publications
throughout the world advised their readers
that something unusual would take place
in New York. American newspapers, na-
tion wide, published a news dispatch which

said “Jehovah’'s Witnesses, proclaiming

their belief that God's kingdom on earth
will be established soon, open their inter-
national convention Sunday in Yankee
Stadium”,

Much additional publicity was given to
the immigration difficulties caused by the
false charge of “extreme pacifism’’ brought
upon those Christians who arrived in New
York from other lands.

The Christian Century (August 23)
called this a ‘‘trumped-up charge, for
which anyone who knows anything about
the Witnesses knows there was no basis,
and which would have been no ground for
exclusion had it been true”.

Newsmen Give Good Report

But the newswriters really got busy
when they saw the convention in actual
operation, and it became evident to them
that there was little parallel between Jeho-
vah's witnesses and the usual conventipn
crowd. One writer said, “The hoopla that
surrounds many conventions is missing.
Jehovah’s witnesses are sober, Bible-fol-
lowing people.”

The Herald Tribune {(July 29) reporied,
“The Witnesses, who believe in the immi-
nence of God’s kingdom on earth, treated
each other in friendly, courteous fashion,
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They exchanged greetings whether they
knew each other or not and they called
each other ‘Brother’ or ‘Sister’.” On July 31
it said, “For all of its large attendance,
the opening sessicn of the assembly was
remarkable for its quiet, unruffled tone.
Even the children were quiet.”” An edito-
rial in the same paper on August 1 said,
“When 60,000 people gather for a religious

meeting—a. meeting which will last eight
days—something uf moment is taking
place in our towmn. . : "YahRee Stadium has
seen many great crowds in 1ts day, but
none more, sincere or friendly.”

LI LT ST

Just in time to stir up interest before the
convention opened, the New York Times
(July 27 ) and the Herald Tribune (July 29)
carried excellent descriptions of the trailer
camp, along with several columns of pie-
tures of it. New Jersey papers NKéwise
publicized this camp that had been set up

for thousands of the conventioners.

The New York Post (July 28) pro-
claimed, “Jehovah Sect Expects 100,000 at
Conclave,” and told of the trailer camp,
the convention program, the main lectures,
the baptismal service, the foreign-language
meetings, and other interesting canvention
features. When the convention opened, the
Mirror said, “Jehovah’s Witnesses, pro-
claiming their belief that God’s kingdom
on earth will be established soon, open
their international’ convention today in
Yankee Stadium.” The News reported,
"The long-heralded convention of Jeho-
vali’s Witnesses . . . will start at Yankee
Stadium today.” The Journal American

dance of good, human interest pictures in
the New York papers no doubt contributed
a large share to the warm welcome Jeho-

vah's witnesses received from many New

Yorkers, and to the excellent turnout of
New Yorkers at the convention, pariicu-
larly at the Sunday public lecture.

Day-by-Day News Reporis

The Daily Compass published an opening-
day picture of the speaker’s stand and the
packed stadium. The Brooklyn Eagle car-
ried a brief report. The Times described
the stadium as *“‘a tabernacle of spiritual
rejoicing”, mentionéd tHe Rraduition” of
“120 budding missionaries”, and spoke of
the “orderly fashion” of the witnesses, It
praised the organization and efficiency of
volunteer workers, and quoted a Health
Department inspector as saying, “I'm
fascinated Tve neverhseen apything run
as smoothly, as this berore!”

The News commented, ‘“The delegates
were polite and sedate,” and carried a full
page of pictures in its center fold. The
Mirror likewise carried pictures and com-
mented on the luggage-packed autos with
license plates from all states, Alaska, Can-
ada, Mexico and Hawaii.

On August 2 the Post devoted the top of
page five to two pictures of the cafeteria
and the throng at the stadium. Its heading
was, “‘Jehovah’s Witnesses Condemn Com-
munism,” and it Teported that the/¥assem-
blage unanimously approved a resolution
condemning Communism, offered by
Nathan H. Knorr, president of the Watch-

told that upwards of 65,000 had come for \ tower Society; ,.r’The Times said that N. H.

the convention from 67 countries, and per-
haps as many as 80,000, The Times advised
its readers that 40,000 more conventioners
had arrived, that nineteen special trains
came in the previous day, and that the

L e Y NECVIECE S

meetings were open tu the publlc }}rlﬂluut
charge.

These excellent articles and the abun-
14

Knorr pr edicted that both East and West
will be "criSHed 16 powder” in their pres-
ent conflict arid pledged a ban on “any sub-
version, even under persecution”. It also
gave a report on the convention talks
about the diabolical persecution of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses in Iron Curtain countries.
Other papers headlined their articles “Wit-
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ness Vow: No War Stand”, " ‘Wilhess'
Cult Stays Aloof on East-West Rift.”

On August 2 M., G. Henschel, a director
of the Society, was interviewed over tele-
vision station WABD and through its fa-
cilities visited right in the homes of many
listeners to tell them about the convention.

New Transiation and Baplism

Several newspapers erred on August 3
in their reports’of the New World Transia-
tion of the Christian Greek Scriptures.
They stated that the transiation *‘changed”
the trinitarian wurﬁs of the King_James
Versmn, E'é?ather Son and Holy Ghns‘r ’
to “the Spirit, and the Water and the
Biood" (1 John 5:7,8). They erred be-
cause the words, “the Father, the Word
[not the “Son”, as the papers said] and
the Holy Ghost” were not changed, but
omitted, because they are spurious and are
1:|r::q;)-erl},r left out of a.lm::-st all mndern

translatinns

The Times, News and Herald Tribune

all carried articles and pictures of the bap-
tism on August 4. And New _Yorkers were
getting more curious /T:vout the convention

R T WO M i s R

a]f the time,

“Many o¥her publications reported on the
new Bible and the baptism. Q‘iuic'k,, Time
and Life magazines all had pictures of the
baptism. The Dallas (Texas) Times Her-
ald’s column “Woman’s New York” (Au-
gust 10) said,*We New Yorkers who

thought we’d seen everything rubber-

necked sﬂmethmg totally new to our town
this week when 3,381 Jehovah’'s Witnhesses

. . had themselves baptized in a Queens
swimming pool . . . in order to wash
away all personal will in favor of God's
alone.”

As the convention continued, so did the
great wave of publicity. On August 5 the
Times gave a good report of N, H. Knorr’s
protest over the immigration department’s
detainment of convention delegates.
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Huge Attendance on Sunday

On Sunday (August 6), the day of the
big public lecture, the Herald Tribune re-
ported on the previous day’s session and
included a summary of the convention
talks that explained the Society's radio
station, factory, Bethel home, and Gilead
school for missionaries. It also reported
the Saturday attendance of 89,451. The
Times summarized some of the points in
the new book, “This Heans Euerlastmg
Life”, which was released’ ‘Saturday. The
Post again devoted the top of page five to
convention pictures, and titled its excel-
lent article “Jehovah’s Witnesses in Big

S = T S

Finale Today”. All this publicity in the
Sunday papers helped to increase the curi-
osity of many of the 30, {}UU or 35,000 New:
Yorkers who came to. the wldely adver-

tised Slll'lda}? afternnnn public lecture

An gerial view of the recurd-shattermg
Sunday afternoon crowd was headed “Ca-
pacity—FPlus Plenty” by the News on Mon-
day morning, The Times gave a good re-
port and said, “As the vast crowd broke up
at dusk, a light still shonhe in their eyes—
even weary little children were laughing.”

. The Herald Tribune had an excellent
summary of the public lecture, and stated,
“Brother N. H. Knorr . . . gave more than
120,000 persons . . . a sincerely affirmative -
answer yesterday to the key topic of the
week-long convention: ‘Can You Livé
Forever in Happiness on Earth?.” It also

quoted Jimmy L:,mch eleven, from British
Columbia, as leaving with the conviction:

“I betcha what I learn from this conven-

tion will last me four or five years——until
the hext one, or even more.”

But ail was not yet over, for on Monday
following the assembly 28(}00 went
through the Watchtower's printing plant
in ‘Brooklyn and 23,000 went through the
Bethe]l home which houses the workers.
The Times, Herald Tribune and Brooklyn
Fagle carried reports of this.
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Favorable Comment Widespread
Favorable comment was published in
many other papers. Near the site of the
traller camp the New Brunswick (N.J.)
Duily Home News published an editorial
(August 4) saying that the, *convening ¢ of
the Witnesses, has beén” so orderly and
gulét as to “excite much favorable com-
ment. They have shown themselves good
neighbors . . . In times of travail like those
of today the  religious fervor and we faith
of Jehovah’s Witnesses is really an exam-
‘ple to all of us. . . . We could well emulate
their devotion, thelr unselfishness, their
faithful service in the observance and
propagation of their beliefs”, '/ .
Before the convention opened, the Chris-
tian Century (June 28) had said, “Prot-
egtants occasionally deplore their inability
to stage public demonstrations on a scale
like those frequently organized by Roman
Catholics. It seems llkely, however, that
New York.willbg corifronted this sy summer
with one Protestant gathering which maj
mike even thaf blasé metropolis: sit up and
taffe notice. .. . It will be interesting fo
seé what attenhon such a citadel of mate-
rialism as New York pays to a millennial
demonstration of this size.” Let's let the
New York Post (August 5) tell us about
the attention New York paid to this gath-
ering:
“The eight-day assemblage has chal-

lenged the attention of New Yorkers in .

many ways, Police assigned to the Stadium
have called it the ‘most orderly and sin-
cere’ gathering they have ever covered
. « . Ball park employees said that Yankee
Stadium has never been kept so clean in
all of its history desplte the huge crowds
in attendance daily . . Most New Yorkers
who have not V151ted the Stadium during
the convention saw many deiegates afyy-
way, since humbers of the latter stationed
themselves at crowded points throughout
the city to pass out literature, usually The
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Watchtower, officlal publication. . . . One
policeman gave his blessing to the conven-
tlon like this: ‘It would be a much better
city if delegates to all kinds of conventions
came here with the same spirit as Jeho-
wpn's Witnesses.” ?

A Few Antagonistic Reports

These friendly articles by on-the-spot re-
porters contrast with a few cases of ad-
verse criticism by writers who were gen-
erally in other places and lacked firsthand
information, but sought to please their
readers with a denunciation of an unpopu-
lar minority, or perhaps publish their own
narrov-minded prejudices. Showing gross
ignorance of the facts a few seized the op-
portunity to turn convention news into ar-
rogant denunciations, vile attacks, and
even outright lies against Jehoval's wit-

nesses. But these writers were consplcuous

becau.se of' their limited number, and fost
of ‘the news reports were written by men

who told the truth abQut what they saw.

But even this adverse criticism on the
part of a few newswriters whetted the
curiosity of many sincere persons who
know the truth about Jehovah’s witnesses.
The assembly was a great testimony to
Jehovali's name, and the publicity alone
has called much attention to the vast scope
of the gospel-preaching activity of Jeho-

vah's witnesses. The great publicity that

has been given the assembly and the work
by the Nnewspapers, newsreels, magazines,
radio and television stations, has created
curiosity and interest throughout the
world. Jehovah’s witnesses appreciate this
fdvorable publlClty, thank the Lord for it,
ﬂﬁt has thus far been given by cultivating
fo the qu the good will that was developed
and helpmg the sincere persons of good
will to learn of God's kingdom and its
blessings.
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By "Awoksl" comratpondent
in Ponoma

AN a marriage ceremony make a man

immoral or unfit to direct secular edu-
cation? That is what the Catholic Churcn
in Panama has declared in regard to Fran-
cisco Diaz, who was recently appointed di-
rector of secondary education in the Re-
public of Panama by President Arias.

The marriage of a Catholic priest and
his appointment- as a director of public
education aroused a storm of discussion
among the {ree-thinking Panamanians
equal to forums over issues of world im-
portance, The chief instigator of the wave
of protest was the Catholic Church, but
many loyal Catholics took the opposite
side,

It all hegan about twelve years &ago,
when “Father” Francisco Diaz relinquished
his priesthood in order to marry the wom-
an he loved. For such an act he was
promptly excommumicated by the church
and denounced as immoral. This action on
the part of the church, however, puzzled
some sincere Catholiecs as well as many of
other faiths who may have recalled the
words of the apostle Paul, who said, “But
even if you did marry, you would commit
no sin.,” Or again, “Lhe overseer should
therefore be . . . a husband of one wife.”
{1 Corinthians 7:28; 1 Timothy 3:2, NW)
Why then, asked many, call a man im-
moral simply because he follows the Bible
principle and takes himself a wife?

But despite excommunication Francisca
Diaz obtained a position in the educational
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Improper to Marry?
—Ask Panama

dep enfof the republic as o professor
of ¥panish, Yhis position he has held for
the last twelV® years and, as reported by
the association of professors, he has done
his work well. Their comment was: “Pro-
fessor Diaz’s clean record of service to na-
tional education . . . serves as an example
of personal decorum, honesty and loyalty
to service, and the Association has all
right to hope that their colleague will put
to the fore the expectations of the pro-
fessors.”

Neveriheless, 2 Catholic Action Jadies’
group ‘it a letter to the daily, Panama
American, lamented: “Has our country
reached such a sad state of degradation
that it is impossible to find someone more
competent to fill a position of such tran-
scendency, someone free of the moral vices
which afflict Mr, Diaz? . . . We believe. ..
that it has been deliberately done to hurt
the religious sentiment of the peaple, to -
challenge ideas and principles that cannot
be overlooked by those who yet have and
appreciate the spiritual legacy of our an-
cestors.” . . - |

Statements like these aroused other
Catholic groups and soon the headlines
were screaming that 50,000 men would ape»
pear on the streets in protest. But they for-
got that the Panamanian likes to think
for himself and the constitufion guaran-
tees him that freedom of expression. They
also forgot that many are Catholic in
name only, having long since seen the dis-
honesty practiced among the religious
leaders and noted their unjust and intoler-
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ant course of action. At any rate, the
50,000 men in the streets never did mate-
rialize,

Free Speech vs. Intolerance

Instead, one morming the populace awoke
to a different tune as freedom of speech
was exercised, Many were the comments
heard on the streets condemning the
church for its intolerant conduct. The as-
sociation of professors declared the Cath-
olic demand an act of intolerance, and
offered as proof a statement appearing in
El Labaro, an official organ of the Catho-
lic Church, which stated: “It is not only
a part of the Catholic clergy that oppose
the appointment, it is the entire Catholic
Church, composed of the Hierarchy, the
priesthood, Panamanian and alien, the
Catholic associations of ladies, knights,
youths, universitarians and non-universi-
tarians, who profess the faith of the Ro-
man Catholic Church.” So here we have
.an entire organization against one rman
slmply because he preferred to marry. Yet
their own Catholie Bible says “if thou take
a wife, thou bast not sinned”, and records
the apostle’s warning on the last days,
saying: ‘“Now the Spirit manifestly saith,
that in the last times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to spirits of
error, and doctrines of devils, speaking lies
in hypocrisy, and having their conscience
seared, forbidding to marry.”—1 Corinthi-
ans 7:28; 1 Timothy 4:1-3, Catholic Douay
Version.

Truly the education of the young is a
yery serious matter and must be put in the
hands of competent persons, as the young
ming needs molding and can be easily led.
But should not the qualifications of an edu-

‘cabor be determined from the standpoint

of his ahility to teach rather than from the
standpoint of his political ideologies, reli-
gious creed, color, or social and economic
standing? The association of professors an-

i8

swers, “Yes,” and the -constitution of a
democratic'country guarantees such priv-
ilege.

One commentator made the statement
that “the devil is really the one that backs
Catholie Action”, and another that “over
sixty per cent of the Panamanian Catholics
do not attend chureh, because of the im-
moral conduct of its priests and their con-
stant meddling in politics”. Defenders of
the church hurled the favorite Catholic
charge of ‘communism’ against Diaz's sup-
porters, the board of directors of the pro-
fessors’ association, and other groups.

Intolerance Losea to Truth

Inconsistently, one Catholic voice, that
of Mr. Diaz Villa, president of the Federa-~
tion of Catholic Universities, proclaims:
“The Church does not intend to mix in the
politics of the nations, because this would
belittle its cultural and moral level, be-
cause as we all know, Panamanian politics
are not pure, and if the Church intends
t0 remain clean it cannot mix with filthy
fields filled with mud,”

Such conclusions are a complete contra-
diction to the resolution of the Catholic
Action ladies and others, who demanded
the immediate demotion of Professor Fran-
cisco Diaz, especially when they (the Cath-
olic Church) ‘aspired to bacome the decid-
ing body in the civil and secular ruling of
the Panama State’. This was pointed out
by the Association of Professors in a com-
muniqué to The Nation, a Panama daily
paper, when they stated:

“I{ we were to accept as reasonable the
weak arguments of certain members of the
Catholic clergy, not only could not Pro-
fessor Francisco Diaz be director of secon-
dary education, but neither could any non-
Catholic Panamanian citizen aspire to the
presidency of the Republic, The prejudiced
faction of the Catholic clergy is forgetting
the fact that precisely the same post of di-
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rector of secondary education, with title of
secretary of public instruction, has al-
ready been brilliantly discharged by a
meritorious non-Catholic citizen, the late
Mr. Guillermo Andrive . . . There was no
faction of the clergy then who dared to
overstep any of its pertinent actions.” So
why should it now seem to be necessary?

Plainly the Catholic Church has seen fit
to here oppose a recognized and eflicient
educator who apparently believes in free-
dom of expression. As usual the truth has
ralsed up to slap her in the face. Finally,
Catholicism’s own record reminds us that
it is in countries dominated by the Catho-
lic Church where the largest per cent of
illiteracy exists. Why?

Another Attack Backfires

At iength, Professor Diaz retained his
post as director of secondary education,
and the matter ended, to give way io an-
other similar disturbance. This concerned
two priests accused by the church here of
apostasy, who were soliciting money for
their cause in a small town on the out-
skirts of Panama city. The Catholic organ,
El Labaro, in its issue of April 16, 1950,
leveled a series of charges against these
men and warned: “These priests are a
serious danger which menaces the Catholic
Panamanian family by bringing upon them
chaogs, misunderstanding, dishonesty and
disintegration . . . They are in truth two
apostate priests who have been condemned
and excommunicated by the supreme pon-
tiff . . . they do not profess the Catholic
doctrine in all its integrity, For that rea-
son they have arrogated to themselves the
right to marry.”

But on April 17, 1950, in the Spanish
section of Bl Panamd América,. appeared
the priests' answer to the above charges,
in which they produced credentials of
membership in the North American Old
Roman Catholic Church. Each of the Cath-
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olic charges was ahly refuted, and concern-
ing the matter of marriage they made this
iriteresting reply: “We have not adopted
the right to marry, for this is a natural,
inallenable right, while celibacy, to the
contrary, is merely a disciplinary eccle-
siastical action instituted at the time when
Pope Gregory VII, in his attempt o com-
bat unbridled simony among the clergy,
made celibacy a law, which moral base is
only a ministerial convenience, which has
been a matter of stumbling and obstacles
to those who would strictly comply there-
to.”

The accused priests’ devastating reply
caused quite a stir among the populace.
Comments flew thick and fast. Open-
minded Catholics have told us on many
occasions that the Roman Catholic Church
is not interested in dispensing Bible truths
or any truth for that matter, but that it 1s
purely a megocio, a commercial business.

Readers may be interested to learn that,
as far as it is now known, the two “apos-
tate” priests are not practicing any reli-
gious ceremonies, but are diligently and
systematically studying the Bible in their
home with a missionary who is one of Je-
hovah’s witnesses. They are studying and
comparing all Bible translations, whether
Catholic, Protestant or Jewish, to prove
beyond question the truthfulness of the.
Bible dactrines naw taught them. They en~
joy their studies, especially when such doe-
trines as trinity, inherent immortality of
the soul and hell-fire, all of which they
formerly preached themselves, are exposed
as false and misleading,

Most assuredly, when the pure doctrinal
truths and enlightening instruction con-
cerning decent Christian living are brought
to light from God's Word, corrupt prae-
tices of the old world and its demon reli-
gions quickly disintegrate and are found
no more jin the minds of honest-hearted
mern.
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ANY scientific writers envisage an
all-out struggle between man and the

Sensation-serving magazines have playad
up the “insect menace" to such an extent
that there is real danger that the lay pub-
lic, armed with the recently developed

DDT ang the older_arsenates. may.go fo
harmful lengthg with gxtg@iggu'on pro-

rams. Wholesale insecticide operations
would,

if foolish man could accomplish

insects. Supporting this view, one scientist_  them, bring much woe upon himself. On
states'f/‘{lnsects} have in fact inflicted up—\\ the other hand, better appreciation of the

on us for ages the most serious evils with-
out our even knowing it.” Elaborating, an-
other adds; “Insects in this country con-
tinually nullify the work of one million
men . . . Insects are better equipped {o
occupy the earth than gre bumaps . . .

Th cogtinue- 1o exjst the
ust gain mastery over ingects.”
Tately, however, facts altering if not

erasing this view have gained acceptance
among reasonable scientists. After con-
siaering some of the benefits of insects one

writer was moved to admity/“Our very\

tenure on the earth is probably dependent
upon friendly ones (parasites and preda-
tors) among our most _pumerous animal

relatives, the insects.”§/ Following this
fheme, Carl Duncan revealsyJf‘It has long\)

been apparent to biologists, whenever in-
sect and human relations are viewed in
their entirety, that the insect species
y_l.l_iLch are injurious or antagonistic actu-
ally constitute only a small proportion of
the total Insecf life and that the great ma.
lority of insects are either directly or indi:
Jectly beneficial to man or énjoy neutral

SAn his article “In Defense of In-
sects” Dr. Lutz estimated that not more
than one-half of one per cent of all in-
gects in the United States are actuaily pests,

20

beneficial activities of insects should serve
to avert indiscriminate bug-killing, and
balance favorable credit against the record
of their depredations.

Damage Done

To avoid presenting too rosy a picture,
however, some of the ravages of insects
deserve brief mention, In general damage
falls into three classes: (1) destruction to
growing crops or plants; {2) destruction
of or injury to stored foods, clothing, and
manufactured buildings or structures—
even metals such as lead cable are some-
times attacked by borers; {3) direct harm
to man’s body or to that of his domesticat-
ed animals through biting, stinging, or
insect-transmission and dissemination of
disease., The bill chargeable to all three
causes in the United States (1936) was
estimated at $1,326,442,567.

As great as this appears, it can hardly
be compared with the injury and death
caused by insect-transmission of disease.
Through various species of the mosquito
the most fearsome of the tropical and sub-
tropical diseases are exclusively c¢arried—
yellow fever, malaria, dengue, and elephan-
tiasis (or filariasis). Through the tsetse fly
the dreaded African sleeping sickness is ex-
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clusively borne. Through the human louse,
trench Tever and typhus fever are solely
communicated. Insect-borne also without
exception through several varieties of ticks
are the Rocky Mountain fever, American
re.apsing fever (attacking man), and the
Texas or splenic fever (attacking cattle).
Eleven species of fleas {(besides rats and in-
fected humans) spread bubonic plague.
The common housefly carries several dis-
eases, among them typhoid fever and diar-
rhea. Flies, fleas, rabbit lice, and that
thoroughly bad actor the spotted-fever
tick, all carry tularemia (rabbit fever).
Although making an impressive indict-
ment against. i eficial side of
insect activity sh o be _congj

Beneficial Insects

There are many insects that perform
usefu! tasks that man could never accom-
plish for himself. Among the most impor-
tant of these is the silkworm. Few people
realize that the smooth graceful fabric
that adorns beautiful women is the spittle
of a caterpillar, the larva or *worm stage”
of the moth Bombyx mori Linné. This
creamy moth lays about 300 or 400 eggs.
Three or four weeks later, the hatched
worms have become fat on, the mulberry
leaves they are fed. The last act of the
worm is to fashion its silk-lined house, en-
closing itself in the cocoon. Each coeoon
is composed of a single con-
tinuous thread, commonly:
averaging about 1,000 feet
in length. If the life cycle is
permitted complete, the lar-
va changes into a pupa or
chrysalid, and after about
three weeks the adult moth
secretes an alkaline fluid
which softens the silk at
ohe end of the cocoon, and
out squeezes a crumpled
adult.
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- Growers, however, who re-
quire few moths, prevent
breakage of the cocoon {which renders the
strands useless) by dropping the cocoons
into hot water to kiil the larva or pupa be-
fore the transformation. After sorting and
soaking in warm water, the threads are:
skilllully unwound, Several cocoons are re-
wound together to form reels of raw silk,
Subsequently the raw silk is boiled, scoured,
steamed, stretched, purified by acids or fer-
mentation, washed and rewashed to remove
the gum and bring out the much prized
luster; and finally combed and untangled,
it is ready for spinning. |
To appreciate .the arduous work per-
formed by this little creature, making its
thousand-foot filament at about 6 inches
per minute, consider that it takes 25,000
cocoons and the consumption of about one
ton of mulberry leaves to make a ton of
silk. A 1,000 billion caterpillars are saerl-
ficed to make the 50 to 70 million pounds
marketed annually. Sericulture, before the
war a $500,000,000 industry, furnishes em-
ployment not only in China
and Japan but also in
France, Italy and Spain.
Begides the silkworm
only one other insect has
been domesticated, the hon-
eybee. Its service to man
is also prodigious. Without
its tireless trips to collect
the numerous but infini-
tesimal portions of nectar
secreted profusely by the
nectaries of plants, this de-

21



lightful fluld would go to waste. More im-
portant still, without the cross-pollination
performed simultaneously many of our
craps would be cut to one-fourth or less.
For one pound of the luscious honey we
eat it is estimated that a bee makes 40,000
to 80,000 trips, collecting from many times
this number of flowers. These trips are

thought to average 1 to 1% miles each.

Therefore for a single bee to produce a
pound of honey it would need to travel at
least twice the distance around the world.

T

‘Work of Pollination

Flowers have been so constructed by the
Creator that it is virtually impossible for
the bee to reach the nectar without brush-
ing off some of the pollen from the anther.
This yellowish dust is the male germ cell.
Beeg have a special pollen basket on a seg-
ment of the hind leg, which they fill by
brushing one leg against the other after
the hairs become loaded. Most of this pol-
len is carried back to the hive to supple-
" ‘ment its chief food, honey. Enough, how-
ever, remains on its body to deposit some
on the stigma of the next flower it crowds
down into, thus performing the invaluable
task of cross-pollination.

Plant life is maintained either by asexual
reproduction (formation of buds, bulbs, or
tubers) or by sexual reproduction. Among
the higher plants sexual reproduction is
made possible by the process of pollination,
in which the male gamete (pollen) unites
with the female gamete. “The essential
carrier of the pollen (male sex cells} from
the anthers of one flower to the stigma of
another is in most cases either the wind or
some insect,” states one authority. Among
wind-pollinated flowers are the samall blos-
soms of wheat, corn, cafther cereals and pine
and oak; while insects usually pollinate the
Iarger and more Iuxurious biossoms, such
as those of ornamental flowers, fruit trees,
beans, peas, tomatoes, -clover and cotton.
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‘Well-developed corollas, showy colors,

strong adors mark the insect-polllnated
flowers. About 85 per cent of flowering
plants require this latter fertilization.

Some of this cross-pollination is done by
flies, moths and butterfiies, but the work
of bees is most important because no harm-
ful grubs are produced while in their man-
ufacture of honey and beeswax., In the
United States alone this amounts to 150
to 200 million pounds annually. Beeswax,

~a body secretion, also has multiple uses.

for cosmetics, shaving cream, cravons,
ftoor wax, candles, and electrical and litho-
graphing products. But for every five dol-
lars’ worth of honey, bees may produce
$100 worth of fruit. For example, in 1927
one orchard grower who had harvested a
peak of 1,500 bushels of apples introduced
40 colonies of bees, which brought an in-
creased vield of 5,200 bushels. Alfalfa has
been stepped up from 300 to 1,200 pounds
per acre through placement of bees.

Other Services by Insects

To a little scale insect goes credit for
production of shellac. Shellac has been
used extensively for making wvarnishes,
polishes, and for finishing woods and met-
als, for stiffening hat materials, as an in-
gredient of lithographic ink, as sealing
wax, as insulating material in electrical
work, and in making phonograph records,
airplanes, toys, linoleum, buttons, shoe
polishes, pottery, and imitation fruits and
flowers.

The scale insect which produces lac lives
on the native trees of India and Burma. Its
secretion, which acts as a protective cov-
ering, often forms a continuous encrusta-
tion on the branches. About 40 to 90 mil-
lion of these scale insects were collect-
ed annually before the war. After grind-
ing in crude, hand-operated mortars, the
seed-lac or granules are separated from
the dust and wood. The seed-lac is soaked,
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crushed, dried and heated in long cloths
from which the melted lac is squeezed out
into pads. Before hardening it is formed
into sheets, which in turn are broken into
flakes for shipping. Solutions of these form
our orange and white shellac. No superior
modern substitute has been found (1939).
It requires 150,000 of these industrious
scale insects to make a pound of. liquid
shellac, of which the United States used
10 to 20 million pounds annually.

Another scale insect provides the pig-
ment for rouge and cosmetics, cochineal.
It is also used for coloring cakes, bever-
ages, medicines and for dyeing where un-
usual permanence is desired, and as a seda-
tive for neuralgia. The insects are cultivat-
ed chiefly in the Canary Islands, Honduras
and Mexico. Mexicans carefully protect the
insects indoors during winter, then place
the females on branches of the prickly
pear for spring breeding, where they 1mul-
tiply rapidly. To harvest they are brushed
off into a container, then boiled, purified
and sold. For a pound of cochineal 70,000
insects must be collected.

Insects have some minor uses in medi-
cine and formn an item of diet for many
primitive peoples. Jamaicans enjoy crick-
ets as a delicacy, which recalls the locust
diet of John the Baptist; while Mexicans
eat the eggs of a large aquatic bug. Na-
tives of Australia eat quantities of roast
bugong moth, which is said to resemble a
nut in flavor and oil content. Other natives
eat ants, flies, the larvae and pupae of
bees, moths, and beetles.

More notable than all these combined
benefits is the good which insects perform
in destroying other insects harmful to
man. The insect eaters are together known
as entomnophagous insects, and destroy
other insects either as predators or para-
sites. Among the most useful predators
are the dragonfly, voracious eater of mos-

quitoes; aphid-lions, enemy of aphids; lady
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beetle (or ladybird or ladybug), the 1
little red-brown or tan fellow well ki
for its hemispherical body and black si#
relisher of aphids, scale, and other hayis
ful insects; and the syrphus fly, whose KE
vae kill aphids. Among the parasites ax
the wasps, whose larvae attack the deadrl
gypsy moth larvae, and the tachina fly,
attacker of that pest to crops, the army
WOTM.

Insects also perform useful service in
pruning dense forest groves, reduction of
weeds (a moth, introduced into Australia,
successfully Killed back the spreading
prickly pear cactus); as scavengers, and
as soil builders. Insects burrow to depths
of five feet for the white grub, and ten
feet for the nymph of the cicadas. Sub-.
terranean tunnels of insects aid water pas-
sage, capillary action and soil aeration;
their dead bodies and excreta fertilize it.
Bringing particles of subsoil to the surface,
they perform a service of soil cultivation
at least equal to that of the earthworm.

While small in size, this disability is
more than offset by the unparalleled num-
ber of insects. For example, ants are said
to outnumber all other terrestrial animals:
and one acre of ground in Illinois was esti-

mated to contain 65 million insects. Con-
sidering their many useful services to man
and the awesome ingenuity of their econ-
struction, it -seems likely that some day
insects, under proper control, will serve
in useful capacities in the new worild. Im-
pressed with their importance, Duncan
concluded: “It is not too much to say that
insects determine the character of man’s
world to a [ar greater extent than he does
himself, and that if they were suddenly
to disappear completely the world would
be changed so extensively that it is ex-
tremely doubtful that man would be able
to maintain any sort of organized society
whatever.”—Contributed,
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CIQ By “Awoke!l” correspondert [n Poraguoy

F¢'T THE end of a 933-mile trip up the Plata-
g7\ Parana-Paraguay river from Buenos Alres,
.e leave our river boat, quickiy go through
“ustoms and come out through the hig arch-
-way of the building at the port to find our-
selves in Asuncién, capital of land-locked
Paraguay, Older buildings, many of which are
pockmarked with bullet holes from the last
revolution, are interspersed with occasional
new- structures of beautiful architecture,

.« If you are warm, you may want to try a
traditional South American drink, yerba
mate, before going any farther. Here are sev-
eral glasses with the dry herb and the bom-
billa (silver straw) just waiting for someone
to add a little water. Ice is not so plentiful
and melts all too quickly, so none is wasted,
but it is put back into the next glass and goes
on to the next customer.

o About us we note the Industrious working
wolnen, many with great loads on their heads.
If you were to get up very early some morn-
Ing before daylight and watch from the side
of a road leading into town, you would see
those living in the country riding burros into
the town market loaded with their wares.
Each would be found equipped with an um-
brella to ward off the hot rays of the sun
later o appear, and usually the rider would
gport a short, black, hand-rolled cigar.

;- Look! there across the street is & small
procession of Indians. They are walking in
single flle, with the man first, carrying the
lightest load, then the woman, followed by
two younger pirls, Each ome is holding an
ostrich feather duster and grins broadly as he
shakes the duster in the direction of the pro-
spectlve buyer, at the same tlme holding up
two or three fingers to show the price in
guaranies. They won’t have much difficulty
selling them, ag not only the sefiorag buy
them to dust their furniture, but the chauffeurs
as well to flick the dust off their already
gleaming automobiles. '

~. Notice the ears of the man, The lobes must
have been stretched for a number of years to
enable him to insert spools of about one-and-
a-half-inch diamefers info the openings, And
see the different designs of lines and circles in
red or blue colors tatoced on the faces of the
wormnan and girls.
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ot A Day in Paraguayis' Capita]

Following a meal of bife a¢ caballo (beet
on horseback), which proves to be beefsteak
topped by two fried eggs, we find the streets
practically deserted for siesta time. But here
comes a streetcar, and we can expect it to
come to a full stop because of the ladies in

our group, so let’s climb aboard.

Cne thing that you will never forget about
Asuncion is its wvariety of beautiful multi-
colored blossoming trees, its bright vines and
bushes and its lovely roses, Just feast your
eyes on the salmon-celored blossoms that are
literally covering that big tree on the right.
Then look a little farther up the street to the
group of trees all abloom In lavender: or on
the left to a strange.looking tree with very
few leaves, but at the end of each branch a
large cluster of yellow, red and white flowers,
giving the appearance of hundreds of small
bouquets making one large display. Cocoa
palms, jasmine, mangoes, lime, lemon, orange
and banana are just a few of the trees that
are sure to please either your sight, smell
or taste. .

Have you ever seen cotton growing on
trees? There are a great number of large
cotton trees here, having barrel-shaped trunks
covered with sharp spines. After blossoming,
these irees produce large gourdlike pods that
mature and break open, making a big, soft
cotton ball soon to separate and blow out over
the neighborhood. In the midst of all this
abundance of vegetation it is no wonder that
the Paraguayans are a race of herbalists, hay-
ing forms of tea from the leaves of trees and
plants to treat almost all iils.

Many writers speak of this country as a
paradise, because of the abundance of fruit,
the luxuriant growth and the healthful cii-
mate. But we are reminded of the present
problems and difficulties of Paraguay, and
realize that the only real hope for this ecoun-
try and for all the rest of the world to become
a paradise is the coming thousand-year King-
dom rule of Christ Jesus, Then, as ail wars,
revolutions and other troubles cease, the
words of the psalmist will find fulfillment:
“In his days shall the righteous flourish; and
abundance of peaace so long as the moon en-;
dureth. He shall have dominion also from sea’
to sea, and from the river unto the ends of
the earth.”—Psalm 72:7, 8.

AWAKKE!



‘“Happy Are the Mergiful”

EVERY good and perfect gift comes to

us from our heavenly Father. He 1s the
source of life and of all the blessings asso-
ciated with it. (James 1:17; Psalm 36:9)
All his works bear testimony to the fact
that he is almighty, omniscient, perfect in
justice and the perfect expression of un-
selfishness.

Since man’s deflection in the garden of
Eden God has manifested that quality of
his love known as mercy. Mercy is the re-
quiring of less than justice has the right
to demand. It means the forgiving of a
wrong by the one wronged or the one au-
thorized to punish the wrongdoer. It is
charity displayed by one having the ad-
vantage toward the one who is at disad-
vantage because of transgression.

The first human pair, because of their
disobedience, were at a decided disadvan-
tage before Jehovah'’s throne of justice, and
it was only because of God’s mercy that
their lives were not at once required of
them. It was a mercy that Adam and Eve
lived for so many years alter being ex-
pelled from Paradise. Such mercy, how-
ever, was not bestowed upon them for
their own sake, but for God’s name’s sake
and hecause God foreknew that some of
their offspring would benefit from his
mercy.

It was an expression of God’s mercy that
Noah and his family were spared at the
time of -the flood. Centuries later (God
showed mercy to the descendants of Jacob
by delivering them from Egypt and bring-
ing them into the land of Canaan. When
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they transgressed he permitted them to
be taken captive by the surrounding ma-
tions, but when they repented he showed
mercy by delivering them, Also, he ar-
ranged for a femple and priestly service
and a day of atonement and a “mercy seat”
by means of which he would show them
mercy because of their imperfections and
sins.—Judges 2:16-19; Leviticus 16:15, 16.

The crowning exampile of God's mercy
was the gift of his Son Christ Jesus, by
whose sacrifice God showed respect for
his justice and at the same time was able
10 offer mankind the life rights that Adam
had forfeited by his dischedience. And
today God is showing mercy by hoiding
back the storm of Armageddon =o that
lovers of righteousness may have opportu-
nity to find a place of safety.—Romans
0:12-15; Matthew '24:15-22; Zephaniah
2:1-3,

While God so delights in mercy, the
Scriptures show that he will not continue
to show mercy to his creatures unless they
also show mercy to others. As King David
expressed it: “With the merciful thou wilt
shew thyself merciful.” (2 Samuel 22:26)
This same principle Jesus also emphasized:
“Happy are the merciful, since they will be
shown mercy.” He lashed out against the
hypocritical and self-righteous scribes and
Pharisees who were sticklers for the de-.
tails of God’s law but who neglected the
weightier matiers such as mercy.—Mat-
thew 5:7; 23:23, New World Trans.

Since our very lives depend upon God’s
mercy and our receiving God’s mercy de-
pends upan our showing mercy to others,
it becomes most important that we show
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mercey. How can:we do this? First of all by
making use of every opportunity to inform
others of how they too can receive God’s
mercy. Yes, by using our time, energy and
means to publish the good news of Jeho-
vah’s kingdom we can best show our ap-
preciation of God’s mercy.

Another way in which we can show
mercy is by exercising forgiveness toward
those with whom we are associated. Here
again, only “if ye forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also for-
give you: but if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your Father for-
give your trespasses”. Nor may we weary
of forgiving our brother. To Peter, who
thought that there should be a limit to the
number of times that he should show
mercy to an erring brother, and who won-
dered if it were necessary to forgive him
seven times, Jesus replied, “I say not unto
thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy
times seven.”—Matthew 6:14, 15; 18:22.

In that connection Jesus gave a parable
showing the fate of a servant, who, al-
though having himsell received the for-
giveness of a large debt, was unwilling to
show like mercy and forgiveness to one in-
debted to him for a much smaller amount.
Emphasizing the point of the parable, Je-
sus stated: “So likewise shall my heavenly
Father do also unto you, if ye from your
hearts forgive not every one his brother
their trespasses.” (Matthew 18:23-35) And
Paul shows that such mercy should be
shown with cheerfulness.—Romans 12:8.

To the extent that we are thrown in
close proximity with each other, to that
extent opportunities will arise for the
manifesting of the loving quality of mercy
and forgiveness: Christian missionaries in
a foreign Iand, ministers working together
in a congregation, members of & natural
family, husbands, wives, parents, children,
brothers and sisters. Each has his owm pecu-
liar weaknesses and imperfections, quirks
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of disposition that may be due to-mental or
physical handicaps. By showing such mer-
cy we will cover a multitude of sins. If we
are stronger we have the privilege of bear-
ing the burdens that the weak make for
themselves and others.-——1 Peter 4:8; Ro-
mans 15:1, Moffait.

If another has wronged us and we feel
that the matter is too serious for us to just
“skip it", let us not make the mistake of
brooding over it, letting it grow ever great-
er in our own minds, and make matters
still worse by advertising our brother’s
weakness, by gossiping about it. Rather,
let us follow the Scriptural rule of going to
the offender at some opportune moment,
and then kindly, calmly and tactfully bring
the matter to his aftention. If that fails
continue further according to the counsel
given by Christ Jesus, at Matthew 18:15-
17. And even though he should fail to lis-
ten to the counsel of the representative
members of the Christian congregation,
we may not think of hailing him into-court
to get what we consider to be justice. Bet-
ter suffer the wrong patiently, admonishes
the apostle.—1 Corinthians 6:1-6.

As has been stated, our exercising mercy
assures us merciful consideration at the
hands of the great Judge, Jehovah God.
But that is not all, it also brings with it
other dividends. For one thing, it makes
for the peace of mind of the one whom we
forgive. It relieves him of the burden of
worry and needless regrets. It makes for
the smooth functioning of the particular
congregation or group of God’s servants
with which we are associated. |

And it also blesses the giver, the one
showing mercy, in fact, more so, for is it
not more blessed to give than to receive?
Yes, there is a retributive factor involved
in this matter of showing mercy.. Express-
ing it, we share the comiort and joy that
results from it. On the other hand, we
make our own lives shallow and bitter if
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we withhold merey. “He that is cruel
troubleth his own flesh.” (Proverbs 11:17)
Being severe with others makes us auto-
matically severe with ourselves.

So let us show mercy to others. Thereby

we will assure mercy for ourselves, we will
vindicate God’s expression of mercy to us,
we will help our neighbor, bring comfort
and joy to him as well as to ourselves. Yes,
happy indeed are the merciful! -

The Nile, Egypt’s Treasure

By “Awoakel" correspendent in Egypt

HE Nile boasts the world's longest sin-
gle unbroken river basin, extending
through thirty-five degrees of latitude,
2,450 miles in a direct line. From the falls
of Ripon.in equatorial Lake Victoria till its
mouth in the Mediterranean sea it flows a

total of 3,474 miles, falling short only of the -

Mississippi-Missouri in total length. The
“Blue Nile” and the ‘“White Nile” merge
at Khartoum, Sudan, their respective
colors gradually blending to form the main
Nile. Near Cairo it separates to form two
branches with the Nile delta in between.

Insufficient overfiowing of waters dur-
ing the fixed season from June to Septem-
ber or premature fall is unfavorable to
the cultivation of the soil. The life of
Egypt is connected with the Nile, on which
the land’s economy and trade depend. Thus
the inhabitants of the Nile valley have
~ their reasons to eagerly and anxiously wait
for the rising of the river. In ancient times
messengers Used to go from village to vil-
lage armnuncmg\fhe évent _of the rise of
the waters. This custom continties to this
day. Messengers go to the villages shout-
ing in Arabic, “El Bahr Zad—O’Faleh”
meaning, “The waters swelled—DBe glad!”
It is said that the ancient Egyptians used

to offer human sacrifices to the Nile, offer- .

ing yearly the prettiest vlrgm and cove-
nanting her ‘with the river. This celebra-
tion is still kept up, but tnday an_elab-
orate doll is substituted for the virg virgin.
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In antiquity inundations changed the
delta and all the valley mto a sea, 50 th the

which vﬂlages ‘of small huts were built.
Thesé floods madé great” ¥avages, but if
the swelling of waters was insufficient for
the crops, famine overspread the country.
Such a plague is mefitioned in” the¢ Bible
as occurring in Joseph’s time. It lasted
seven years, causing the Egyptians to sell
all their properties, even themselves, be-
coming the slaves of Pharaoh, in order to

live,

Mena I, founder of the first Pharaonic
dynasty, devised the solar (Coptic) calen-
dar, determmmg the rotation and seasons _
of the three crops: the Nile, the winter
and the summer crops. The Nile crops are

‘timed by the affluence of flood water. Maize

and rice are grown in that season. The
winter crops such as wheat, barley, beans
and fiax are grown when the waters of the
flood recede from prepared basins; whereas
summer crops like cotton, sugar cane, rice
and millet are grown in spring, water be-

ing hfted for the purpose of 1rr1gatmn

The Nile is also used for navigation.
Many sailing ships and steamers carrying
various goods traverse her waters, creat-
ing much trade. Before the advent of other
means of transportation, the greatest part
of the trade was carried on by means of
the Nlle ‘The river is navigable, but the
nawgatmn is sometimes hindered by the
formation of little islands of aquatic plantas.
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When the river overflows, great quantities
of these aquatic plants are detached and
formn compact bodies in the river.

The waters of the Nile contain parasite
worms that can invade the veins of the hu-
man bladder, causing a disease known as

itharzia,_or | bllharzmm worths may
enter the body thruugh ‘unfiltered drink-
ing water, in SWImmmg or by contact
with an open flesh ‘wound, Metal antimony
is used to tréat the E?Tment or death will
ensue.

- In ancient times a beautiful plant called
lotus, producing white and blue flowers
and a root which induced intoxication,
grew in the waters of the Nile. Though the
blue_lotus is now_ extinct, the white can
yet be found in Ilmlted ‘quantities. Of
dourse, ﬂ]& wall-known papyrus plant, used
over a period of four thousand years for

writing purposes, is also present. Not so

well known is this plant’s use as food. The
Egyptians ate it boiled, baked, or merely
chewed it in' the same way as sugar cdne.
Moreover, they made dresses, mats, ropes
and numeropus other useful items with it,
and the roots were used for fuel. The
priests used it to make special shoes for
their use which they called biblina, because
%’% 8 ltse]f was called b@blos -
¢ Nile’s integral connection with the
land’s life probably accounts for its being

- considered by the ancient Egyptians as-a

god, and for their worship of it instead of
the Creator of all these natural wonders.
Now many of earth’s peoples are learning
that Jehovah God is the source of all life
and that under the direction of his heayen-
IX nvernmgllt the whale earth will be
‘tran DI‘thE'd mtu a garden paradise as ‘the
wilderriess . snlltary place . . . and the
desert . blnssnm as the mse

#——-ﬂrlztiﬁ--——qh

What Are the Prospects?

Daily, world conditions become more uncertain, life more troubled,
and the prospects for happiness seem ever farther from the grasp. As
earth’s giants again gird for war, many of the people despair for their
very lives. In the face of all this it may at first seem incongruous to ask,
Can you live forever in happiness on earth? But, to the satisfaction of
thousands, this question was recently Scripturally answered in the affirm-
ative by Mr. N. H. Knorr, president, of the Watchtower Society, at Yankee
Stadium. Now you too can know the comforting prospects, for this heart-
cheering speech is available in the form of a 32-page booklet, on a con-
tribution of only 5c¢. Send for your copy today. |
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Drive to 38th Parallel

& As the Korean war entered
its fourth month U N, forces
captured Seoul (9/26) and re-
stored the capital to South Ko-
rean president Rhee (9/29).
Meanwhile, the communists in
the south were being sent reel-
ing back. U. N, troops from the
northern and southern fronts
united (9/26}, cutting off prob-
ably 35,000 invaders still left
in the south. Seoul was 65 per
cent destroyed, Kumchon had
been leveled by 1,600 U.S.
shells. In just twelve days af-
ter the landing at Inchon the
entire military picture had
been reversed, and the smashed
Reds fled for North Korea.
Opinions on whether the bat-
tle should be carried north of
the former boundary at the
38th parallel differed, but U, N.
officials left the decision up to
MacArthur. He gave no indica-
tion of stopping and called on
the North Koreans to surrén-
der “to avoid total defeat”.

Horean Casualties Mount

@® By September 22, U. 5
troops in Korea had suffered
17,20 casualiies. This was
3,309 higher than the total at
the end of the previous week,
and Includes 2,441 dead and
3,959 missing in action,

. N. General Assembly

® The General Assembly, the
centerpiece of the T N. In
which each member nation has
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a vote, convened for its flfth
session (9/19). While its Po-
litical powers are imited to
making recommendations,
these can carry great weight.
At its opening the delegates
stood in silence for one minute
while those who wished prayed.
Nasrollah Entezam of Iran
was elected president. India
and Russia proposed that Com-
munist China be admitted, but
were voted down. Later, when
it was suggested that all con-
cerned with the Formosan dis-
cussion “have a full opportu-
nity to express their views”,
Communist China was invited
to send a representative for
the first time, on Novemnber 15.
Among many other items to be
congidered was the U.S. pro-
posal for the General Asseln-
bly (where the veto is not al-
lowed) to take the Security
Council’s power in the event
that a Russian wveto blocks
that councll from dealing with
any future act of aggression.
Many noncommunist delegates
favored this proposal. After a
week of general debate Secre-
tary General Trygve Lie said
(9/28) that the world is at
present more sharply divided
than at any time since the
U. N. was founded, but that de-
cisive actlon for war or peace
may be taken at this assembly.

Peace Winner Views Korea
% Ralph J. Bunche, who won

for his success as U. N, medis-
tor - between Israel and the
Arab states, sald (9/25) that
the U. N. action in defensge of
South Korea 18 a “turning point
in modern history”, He be-
iteves that the Korean success
offers a prospect that the U. N.
will be able to keep the peace
despite great difficulties ahead.
Incidentaily, he is the fArst
Negro to win the Nobel peace
prize.

Indonesia, 60th T. N. Member

@® Indonesia was accepted as
the 60th member of the U.N.
(9/28) and many speakers
voiced their country’s welcome.
Some referred to it as “the
child of the United Nations™.
Thi§ is the first country to be
admitted since Israel joined in
May, 1949, Admission of nine
other countries has been
blocked by Russian vetoes, and
five Soviet-sponsored appli-
cants have not received the re-
quired number of votes In the
Security Council.

Foreign Ministers Report

@® The Big Three forelgn min-
isters (representing the
U. S., England and France)} an-
nounced in New York (9/18)
that any aggression against
Beriin or West Germany will
be considered an attack on the
Big Three. They also said West-
ern Germany will be permitted
a police force of 30,000 men,
and that they are ready to con-
clude a peace treaty with Ger-
many. .

The twelve North Atlantle

. Pact nations issued a commu-

niqué (9/26) which reported
their agreement on a unified
Western European army un-
der a single commander, *

.8, Gnmmunlst_Guntrnl Law

@ President Truman refused
to sign Congress’ Communist
control bill and sent it back
with a blistering 5,500-word
veto message, His objectlons
menfioned that the bil} would

the Nobel peace prize (9/22) . put the government In the
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“thought control business”, im-
pled that the communists
wolld not register as the bill
demands and said that free
speech would _be infringed up-
on. Qpposition concerned the
strictness of the bill’s methods,
not its purpose to increase in-
ternal security, The House
promptly overrode Truman’s
veto. In the Senate a 21-hour
filihuster held up the vote, but
during a 29-hpur session it
overrode Truman’s veto by a
vote of 57 to 10. One commu-
nist spokesman said that party
members will not register,
even though they face a $10,-
000 Bne and five years in ppris-
on for not doing so.

Taxes—Going Up!

& The 20 per cent increase in
the federal withholding tax on
the salarles of an estimated 43
milllon U. S. wage earners ap-
plies to all income received in
the last three months of 1450,
as we]l as to 1951 income. With
federal taxes getting bigger,
Chicago's Commerce Clearing
House estimated that state
taxes reached an average of
$60.72 for every person in the
U. 8. Washington had the high-
est with $97.76, and New Jer-
sey the lowest with $39.23.

U. B. Drafi Proposals

® Expansion of the selerlive
service law was urged in
Washington by draft director
Hershey (9/29), and Secrctary
of Defense Marshall appealed
for universal military fraining
(9/21), Despite Korean ddvanc-
es the army wants 300,000
draftees in the next six
months.

¥irgin Island Racial Law
@ A new civil rights law in
the Virgin Islands (a growing
Caribbean vacation resort
where 93 per cent of the popu-
lation is Negro) provides pen-
alties up to $1,000 in fines and
damages and ninety days in
jail for any resort operator
who discriminates because of
““race, creed, color or national
origin’,
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Politice In Brazil

& The national electlon cam-
paign was under way in Brazil
in September. Floods of paper
slips fluttered everywhere amid
a din of speakers. Getulio Var-
gas, who lost the presidency in
1945, campaigned for re-elec-
tion. During a speech law stu-
dents draped black flags in
tribute to the righis he sup-
posedly suppressed as presi-
dent, Some consistently re-
ferred to him as “the former
dictator” instead of by name.
However, his strong appeal to
the poor will guarantee him
many votes in the October
elections.

Catholics Celebrate

@® At the Hierarchy Centenary
Corgress (begun 9/25) Roman
Catholics in England celebrat-
ed the 100th anniversary of
the restoration of the Catholic

"Hierarchy in England and

Wales and rejoiced that the
“oreat blaze of controversy”
attending the restoration
(when the pope, a cardinal and
an archbishop were burned in
effigy) could not occur now.

British Transport Losses

% Britain’s nationalized trans-
port lost £20,761,000 {(about
$58,130,800) during 1949, its
second year of operation. This
was more than £16,000,000
greater than the 1948 loss.

Norway Doubles Arms Fund

» An additional military ap-
propriation of 250 million
crowns fo be used before the
end of 1952 was made (9/20)
by Norway’'s Storting (Parlia-
ment). This increases Nor-
way's total defense budget to
500 million c¢rowns, or about
£70 million.

Disaster In Sweden

@® The small Swedish town of
Surte (population 1,800) was
engulfed without warning
(9/29) by a landslide that in-
undated about 40 houses. Many
survived because of being at

work or scnool,- and a train
had left the rallrond station
only minutes before the sta-
tion sank into the mud, leav-
ing only its chimney visihle,
Houses settled on their sldes.
Others split in two, Two per-
sons were known dead and
ab.cnut a hundred were reported
missing,

Payments Union Pact Signed

@ The FEuropean Payments
Union convention was flnally
signed by representatives of
eighteen Marshall Plan gov-
ernnients (9/19), Its purpose
is to insure convertibility of
European currencies, thereby
frecing European trade. After
six months of difficult negotla-
tion the Payments Union was
accepted in June and has been-
In tentative operation since
June 30. :

East-West Clash in Berlin

4@ Berlin witnessed repeated
clashes between the Western
powers and Russia in Septem-
ber, including a slowdown of
highway traffic, the kidnaping
of West German police and
two U.S. soldiers (later re-
leased), rlots, and attempted
invasions of the Western sec-
tors of the city. In one place
the Russians seized 150 yards
on the border of the British
gsecior (9/20), but were pushed
back by Rritish troops with
armored cars and machine
gluns,

Food Shortage in Hungary

® Recently Hungary has
boasted of its living standards
and increased food supply, but

-in an artiele in Szabod Nep

(9/17), the chief communist
organ, Hungary's minister of
home trade said, “It must be
said that In many cases the
growth of production of food
essentials and luxurieg 18 un-
able to cover the needs . . .
We are in severe stralts for
some food articles . . . Iron
discipline among the masses
will be unconditionally neces-
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Yogodlavian Drought

& Faced with the ailtermative
of leeding their families or
thelr animals, drought-stricken
Yuposlav peasants have prac-
ticed whaolesale slaughter of
their livestock, The local Peo-
ple’s Committees were instruct-
ed (9/20) to intervene immedi-
ately, for already the slaugh-
ter has brought meat prices to
a low level. It has been esti-
mated that food imports total-
ing $50 miilion will be neces-
sary to overcome the effects of
the drought. The bread ration
has been cut 10 per cent, Ieod
exports banned, and a national
campaign ordered to coilect
twigs, leaves and corn stalks
for animal fodder.

Iran Attacks Corruption

& The Iranian government
lashed out at wealthy tax
evaders when it carrled out
its threat to broadcast their
names to the natlon and seize
their property for past.due
taxes. In this land that has
been a paradise for the priv-
ileged, many wealthy persons
had never paid an income tax,
but following the government’s
action several rich men of
Teheran hdd to use taxicabs
because the government had
seized their cars. Iran seri-
pusly needs the added income.
Opposition to these tax-collec-
tion measures was expecied in
Parliament, which represents
primarily the privileged
EToups.

Distress In Indla

@& Floods in Punjab (in north-
west Indla) and Kashmir
{claithed by both India and
Pakistan) inflicted damage in
September almost as severe as
that dealt by the earthquake
in eastern India in August.
Early reports (9/21) told of
the collapse of 25,000 homes,
200,000 to 500,000 persons driv-
en out by water, 500,000 facing
starvation unless they recejve
help, and a T0-mile area in
Kashmir that was completely
under water. Accurate reporits
on the loss of life were not
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available because of the seri-
ous disruption of communica-
tions. Meanwhile in north cen-
tral India man-eating wolf
packs, hyenas and fackals
have terrorized even the large
modern cities of Lucknow and
Allahabad, In the cities alone
47 children have been Kilied
by the hunger-trazed animals
in recent weeks. Some were
snatched from their beds at
night by wolves that entered
homes of high government offl-
cials. Indian soldiers set out
(9/24) 10 comb the area around
Lucknew in an attempt to lo-
cate and blow up the wolves’
lairs with dynamite.

Red China on Religion

% Communist China, accord-
ing to the Peiping radio (9/24),
is reforming “Christianity” in
that land. The drive includes
unification of various religious
sects, the end of Anancial sup-
port from abroad, purge of im-
perialist influence in the
churches, and education of re-
ligious followers against evils
of “Imperialism. feudalism,
bureaucratic capitalism”. The
statement asserted that there
hae been a close relation be-
tween “Christianity” and im-
perialism in China and that
“imperialist influence" espe-
cially from the U. 5. must bhe
stopped. Also, under the new
order the churches must “en-
courage Christians . .. to sup-
port the government’s land re-
form policy".

Ho Chi Minh's Army Attacks

@ In Indo-China the Cumn}l;l-
nist-sponsored army led by Ho
Cht Minh struck viclenily with
artillery and meortar fire at
French outposts at Dongkhe,
Pakha and Thatkhe near the
border of Communist China.
Dongkhe fell to the commu-
nists after a bloody three-day
battle. Both communists and
French are gathering strength
and there have been predic-
tions that & hig battle will be-
gin late in Cctober or Novem-
her,

Anstralia Prepares for War

® The Australlan govern-
ment’s demands for the armed
gservices cannot be satlsfied
painlessly, Prime MIinister
Menzies gaid in a broadcast
(9/25), Hence the characteris-
tics of a war effort must be
assumed soon and priorities
must be considered for critical
materials. The army recruiting
program met opposition frem
the Laboar party because of the
decision that recruits must en-
list for service anywhere In
the world., The laborites also
oppose the compulsory mill-
tary training planned for next
vear, Menzies replied (9/27)
that Australia’s policy Is ad-
herence to the U.N. and the
discharge of obligations that
it imposes (which include pro-
viding troops when the U.N.
directs).

Phllippine Cltizen Army

® The semiofficlal pelice fore-
es established recently in the
Philippines to counteract the
Hukbalahap guerrillas were
ordered disbanded (9/23) by
President Quirino, who sald
that they had gained *an un-
savory reputation” and that
the people were more afrald
of them than of the Hukas,

Huge Bmoke Pall

& More than 100 smeoldering
Canadian forest flres in rTugs
ged country in northern Alber-
ta and the District of Macken-
zie produced a smoke pall that
caused consternation down
across Canada and In man
eastern U. S, cities (9/24).
Some ohservers feared an
atomic explosion or the world’'a
end. The sun was blotted out
in many places, motorists
turned on headlights, street
lights went on, and afternoon
ball games were concluded un-
der night lights. In New York
a weather forecaster said he
had never before encountered
such a phetiomenon. Canadlan
Weather Bureau officials estl-
mated that the smoke blanket
was 200 miles wide, 400 miles
leng and three miles thick.
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How Long Do You (Ghoose to Live?

“Why, as long as possible, of co..se!’ Yes, even men with pain-
wracked bodies or enfeebled by great age, stricken low by accident or
disease, cling desperately to life. So why raise the question? When it
comes right down to it, there isn’'t much choice, is there? Life is a
fragile thing and usually it takes leave when one least expects.

Ah, but there is a choice open to
you! Even today, the decisions you
reach are affecting your prospects for
life. How so? For one thing, on this
page there is held out to you an op-
portunity to obtain knowledge, which,
if acted upon favorably, may bring to
you everlasting life! It is found in the
book here pictured.

“This Means Everlasting Life”

This book of 30 chapters presents essential
knowledge from the Bible for all men interested
in life in a righteous new world of God's making.
The title and theme are drawn from John 17:3,
NW, “This means everlasting life, their taking
in knowledge of you, the only true God, and of
the one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”

Do you not long to have such life-giving knowledge? Then why not send for your copy
of the 320-page book “This Means Everlasting Life” now? With right knowledge you can
choose ta live for eternity! Sent postpaid en a contribution of 35c.
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Plense gend me g capy of “Thiz Meang Everlasting Life’’. 1 have encicsed a coniribution of 35¢.
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