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THE FAILURE OF 1 
4 4 W T E L L , what about it? So the world 

W is not growing any simpler. It 
grows more complex all the time. A n d 
what am I supposed to do about it?" The 
big gruff man in the blue denim jacket, 
riding home on the streetcar, sounded 
snappish and tired out from his day's 
work at the railroad yards. 

The little man riding beside him, who 
might have been a timekeeper or a shoe 
clerk, buried his sharply beaked nose 
back into his newspaper, piqued. ""Well, 
you needn't snap my head off, Mister!" 
the little man defended himself, "I was 
only reading you what I see here in the 
paper / ' 

W h a t Shorty read to him were portions 
of the interview a reporter had with a 
doctor who had just published a book en­
titled " W h y Presidents Die Young". The 
doctor was saying that eight of the first 
ten.presidents lived over seventy years, 
but only three of the last ten lived out 
their allotted time. That impressed 
Shorty- H e read more about the presi­
dents, to himself. • 

"How do you explain that despite all 
the advances in medicine, the twentieth-
century presidents die an average of 
fourteen years earlier than their prede­
cessors d i d f the doctor asked. "We've 
had thirty-two presidents, and here's the 
surprising thing: the first dozen or so 
died of intestinal disease. The last twelve 
died from heart disease. Most of our 
early presidents had served in the army. 
Sanitation was l^ad, and most of them 

ECHNICAL SCIENCE 
suffered from cholera ~or dysentery. 
There's nothing wrong with sanitation 
facilities today, but the strain of the job 
has been stepped up / ' 

But not only the president's job. A few 
evenings later Shorty, read about how 
the president was finding it impossible 
to keep a full staff of top policy aides to 
assist him—it was "fatigue" and "the 
limelight's woes" that accounted for a 
full third of the men he lost—men who 
surrendered Cabinet posts and the chair-
manships of the highest military and ci­
vilian commissions the country has to 
offer. It is a world-known fact that the 
men who rule the earth are mostly all 
sick men, desperately sick, many of them. 
A s Burnet Hershey observed: 

The Great Man has it, yes, but what pre­
cisely is It he has? James Forrestal had it. 
Ernest Bevin has it. Stalin has it; the French 
and Italian leaders have it. But what is it, this 
international malady that so often strikes sud­
denly at the life machine of men over fifty? 
Medical literature abounds with names for it— 
hypertension, anxiety, neurosis, nervous stom­
ach; and with it comes that group of frighten­
ing diseases—nervous heart, high blood pres­
sure, and finally the cardiac killers, angina 
pectoris and coronary thrombosis. 

Living in a time-clock atmosphere, 
tensed by a war of nerves that could 
burst out into mortal conflagrations no 
one knows when, earth's high-shining 
leaders have been debased into becoming 
"addicts of soda mints, digitalis and sac-
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charine". "Worry and fear" are produc­
ing ulcers that are killing government 
leaders the world over, declared the men 
who diagnosed them—a group of doctors 
meeting not long ago at Rhone, France. 
Take a glance at a sample list of victims 
of ulcers and similar woes. Among Amer­
icans there are Generals Marshall, Eisen­
hower, Clay and Bedell Smith; Senators 
Austin, U. S. delegate to xhe U. N.t ant? 
Vandenberg; Hershal Johnson of the 
U . N , Security Council Then there's 
Britain's foreign secretary Revin and his 
tired heart and high blood pressure; 
Prime Minister Attlee and hia "duodenal 
ulcer". Russia's foreign minister Vishin-
sky has the same; Stalin's heart trouble 
has made news for years. The East Ger­
man RpriiiMie'pj first premier. Otto Orotc-
wolt, was recently knocked out by a 
"nervous breakdown". Cancer plagues 
several of France's present or erstwhile 
leaders. Italy's prime minister De Gns-

tjeri ie a victim of arthritis. On and on the 
ist goes- None escapes, high or low. "The 

number (if secondary diplomats in the 
Foreign Office at the V. N. who are on 
the sick li&t shows that there is plenty 
of grief in a great many less important 
stomachs. And nu wonder!1' concludes 
Mr. Hershey in The Nation. "As we 
watch these statesmen, high and low, ele­
gant in their striped trousers, but pale, 
tense, edgy, we ask (he disquieting ques­
tion: 'is the fate oi the world, mtr Tate, 
in the hands of sick men!"" 

Modem Business a Sadaiic Killer 
What about the senator who an­

nounced, just after Ids election defeat, 
that he was "retiring to a soft business 
job"* Maybe there are some "soft" busi­
ness jobs, bat just as surely as this 
gentleman starts keeping step with his 
fellow executives, just that surely he will 
keep bis ukiers, and the first thing he 
knows he'll wind up in the wilted ranks 
of those "tired businessmen". Take the 
Philadelphia industrialist who sent his 
63 top executives to the Benjamin Frank­

lin Clinic of the Pennsylvania hospital 
for n health checkup. The elinic, charg*-
iiiK a fee of $150 per head and providing 
57 specialists tojook them over, inside 
and out, reported that only 13 of the 63 
"patients" did not need either a doctor 
ur a psychiatrist. They figured the psy­
chiatrist was needed in most cases to 
convince the executives that they "must 
slow down and stop worrying". 

These f>3 men were a sample of 2,000 
"tired businessmen'* studied by the clin­
ic. Why do such a vast number of modern 
businessmen totter on the vergo of an 
emotional or physical breakdown, the 
clinic wanted to know. They cwtne up 
with five contributing reasons: (1) He 
(I lit* businessman) stuffs his troubles in­
to his briefcase and tarries them home 
at night (2) He goes out to lun<-h htk! 

• does more business than eating. (3) He 
cannot lake a real vacation, thinks he's 
too indispensable. (4) He tieeils a hobby, 
takes one or two weeks' strenuous work­
out during the year, and that's supposed 
to cure his ail men Is, (5) No moderation 
in work or play. Most common ailments 
found among businessmen ore coronary 
artery disease, hypertension (high uJood 
pressure) and ulcers of the stomach. 
Can you sec any difference between the 
obituary of a politician and a bank 
president T 

Ordinary People Smitten Too 
"But I'm just an ordinary nobody," 

you say- "Like that railroad man men­
tioned in the first of t/n's articie, I'm not 
getting myself worked up'in a ease of 
ulcers over anything/" But just in ease, 
you call up an insurance man and ask 
him about taking out a policy. He looks 
over his "Commissioner's Table", pre­
pared from a study of the life expectancy 
uf "ordinary nobodies" like yon and mc. 
His table shows him that for every 137 
persons whose heart stopped beating he-
cause of the strain of living in 1900, there 
are 303 being trundled off by the under­
taker now. 
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Then maybe you do get a little worried, 
like Shorty, and commence to take notice 
of such things in the newspapers. One 
day you read that the U. S. Health De­
partment's surgeon general Leonard A . 
Scheele estimates that 976 out of every 
1,000 persons, young and old, are suffer­
ing from one or more afflictions, and that 
at least 25,000,000 Americans are vic­
tims of chronic diseases. Somebody re­
minds you that back in 1942 the induc­
tion centers rejected 39.2 percent of the 
draft registrants because of poor health. 
Cancer deaths have doubled since 1900. 
How much the living strain has to do 
with causing cancer is not known yet. 
But as for î s next-of-kin, the ulcer, Dr. 
Harry Gauss, an eminent stomach ulcer 
specialist, says: "It has been well estab­
lished that the emotions of fear, worry, 
anxiety and resentment alter the normal 
secretion of the stomach, resulting in en­
gorgement, increased activity and hyper­
acidity. These are the very psychic im­
pulses transmitted to the stomach "by the 
vagus nerve, often called the 'worry 
nerve'." 

Grandmother used to smile serenely 
and deelare, ''Why, Pa and I never had 
a short word." How times have modern­
ized!' In today's smart world the rip-
snorting pace of everyday living has 
changed the atmosphere in the home and 
upset many a love nest. Mrs. Regina 
Flesch, of the United Charities of Chi-

that society has grown just too complex 
for human nature to ""endure. Neither 
husband nor wife any longer feels secure. 
Often the wife hesitates to give up her 
financial independence. Under these or 
similar circumstances, things are bound 
to happen. A rash of everyday troubles 
begins to chaff and fray their nerves. 
Little things start irking. Trouble brews. 
Pire smolders. One night there is a 
minor incident, followed by a major 
catastrophe. 

The Children Reap the Harvest 
Under such conditions, how can the 

average home life provide a good "emo­
tional climate" for the children? Conse­
quently, outweighing all other, causes for 
upsetting the normal life of children, are 
the parents themselves. So children too 
suffer from "nerves". Dr. George Mohr 
brands all kinds of childhood problems, 
such as chronic constipation, bed-wetting, 
tics of various sorts, loss of appetite, etc., 

of emotional disturbances. The Journal 
of Pediatrics showed from a study of 
hospitalized infants that there is "an in­
timate tie between a child's physical 
health and his emotional care (or lack 
of i t )" . Distraught emotional life can 
cause everything from tooth decay to 
osteo-arthritis, the specialists say. Anx­
iety is found to be eontagious, and, in 
a world supercharged with anxiety, even 
the "psychiatrists get it from their pa­
tients, babies catch it from their mothers, 
animals contract it from humans and 
other animals". 

So the children reap the grim harvest 
of this twentieth-century civilization, 
wherein their parents are unable to live 
normal lives under its sfrains and stress­
es. Divorce breaks up one out of every 
three to five marriages'. Broken homeB 
are so much the rule that the majority 
of American children have experienced 
a major family break before reaching 
eighteen years of age. "What is true in 
krnetSfia, is Yrae sIA u^er ^Ymsteniliuni, 
and more so in some lands. The Census 
Bureau estimates that modern American 
society is turning out 840,000 cases a 
year of "'markedly neurotic" children, 
and that one pupil in every twenty in 
school is a potential mental hospital case. 

But think of this: It's bad enough that 
one out of every twenty American adults 
is doomed to spend part of his life in a 
mental institution. Yet not one, but three 
out of every twenty American children 
suffer from mental and emotional trou-
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hies grave enough to call for profes­
sional treatment Every seventh Ameri­
can child is a victim of a neurosis. Of 
these pitiful young lives, Magazine Di­
gest said: 

These are the children who commit two mur­
ders anmewhere in this country every day; 
who, before they enter their teens. Lake their 
own lives at the rate of on* a week; who, white 
Htill under 15, are committed to public mental 
institutions at the rate of 185 a month. They 
are tho juveniles who perpetrate nearly 1,000 
crimes a day—crimes serious enough to be re* 
corded, and the perpetrators fingerprinted by 
the F.B.I. They are the children responsible 
for the nation's ntl-timo high in juvenile delin­
quency, alcoholism and immorality. 

Technology to Blame for a Jittery World 
What is that evil geniuw that is driving 

the world mad! How can it be corn-halted 
and the world freed from fear! Political 
soothsayers try to mollify the peoples' 
nerves by conjuring up visions of a 
hright new world of tomorrow freed by 
man's political control of technological 
sciences. Educators, like Dr. Robert M, 
Hutchins of the University of Chicago, 
point out that it is a different age from 
mankind's pant hecause the future clear­
ly holds but one of two possibilities: total 
extinction of the human race, or life on 
a paradise earth. Atomic energy, he says, 
will change all concept of living, eradi­
cate all limitations such as space, time, 
communications: cure most if not all 
human maladies, produce a world of 
new elements and products; emancipate 
everyone from drudgery; guarantee 
everyone unlimited leisure; and prolong 
the life span until everybody can expect 
"to live aa long as Methuselah". 

Then why should not humanity lift up 
its head and rejoice? "Why not put away 
anxiety, fear, the feeling of insecurity, 
if it is so true that we face a new world! 
Because even the wildest prognostics 
tors, like Dr. Hutchins, have to face so 
many fear-breeding doubts about the fu* 

tore that hope and faith in it are de­
spoiled. All of Dr. Hutching Utopian 
dreams are dependent, he admits, upon 
the chance that liffe on earth is not ex­
tinguished by atomic wars and other 
foruiM of genocide. But, granted this does 
not overtake us, he sees a worse fear: 
"Our paramount problem, our chief haz­
ard, in the atomic age, is what to do with 
our spare timr.." 

Italics are added to accentuate the di­
lemma. Here is humanity already so be­
wildered and unnerved ami jittery that 
the world faces a breakdown, because 
everyone's life is overburdened with 
fear, worry, anxiety. But if the future, 
in which scientific technologies offer as­
surance of abundance of plenty, freedom 
from overwork and unlimited leisure, if 
that very future of leisure, of human na­
ture left to itself with limitless time on 
its hands is the thing to be feared most, 
then what hope is there for a man-made 
better life f 

No, science and ita streamlined meth­
ods of production, the technologies, will 
not solve the problem of how to gain re­
pose and peace of mind and heart. If it 
could, why is there not some proof of 
it in the present stale! Already the work­
week has shrunk from 60 and more hours 
to 40 hours. People nowadays do not 
work so hard manually. Thank's to better 
tools and mechanical power, one hour's 
work by the average American laborer 
today is worth four times as much ($1.32) 
as it was one hundred years ago (32c). 
Mr. American enjoys twice as much 
spending money now oa he did fifty years 
ago. Eighty thousand new patents are 
recorded each year. People nowadays are 
already granted more leisure. But why 
are they less happy! Why do they feel 
more enslaved? more crowded! more 
harassed? Why do they bemoan the loss 
of the "good old days" the more tech­
nology progresses! 

It takes more than machines and as­
sembly lines to create an environment 
wherein people exercise thair brains, ini-
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tiative and independence, charged the 
dean of Barnard College at the New York 
Herald Tribune forum. "Our highly es­
teemed civilization has resulted in an en­
vironment which destroys the very qual­
ities which have produced it. A genera­
tion which has been born in confusion, 
suckled in tumult, reared with cars, ra­
dios, movies, comics and picture maga­
zines can hardly be expected to mature 
as reflective, sober, well-rounded young 

Probing even deeper for the causes for 
a sick world, one serious thinker, in the 
book The Failure of-Technology, puts his 
finger on the fact that men hope to free 
themselves by the very means that is 
enslaving them—technology. Mechanism 
does not create wealth in the true sense; 
it devours the earth's resources like a 
vampire and transforms them into syn­
thetic, artificial, deceptive wealth. In­
stead of saving labor, it increases labor, 
by devising more and more ways of chan­
neling more and more human efforts 
toward making scientific assembly lines 
turn out more and more tinsel doodads. 
"The keen impassioned beauty of a great 
machine," in the hands of its exploiters, 
enslaves more and more human lives, 
transforms them into robots, "the un­
conscious realization of which is the 
ground of modern despair," said Dorothy 
Thompson. 

The most despairing thing about it is 
this: You take a highly technical indus­
try, tuy atoiiiic energy; \ \ ieiiisn&a 
strict control by some absolute authority. 
When every other industry and enter­
prise is highly developed and technical, 
they too must be tightly controlled. Now 
when the whole society is so developed, 
there have to be created vast bureaucra­
cies of business and government to con­
trol everything. That means that the 
technological state cannot exist except 
in totalitarian form. 

Witness Hitlerian Germany. Witness 
Mussolini's "corporate state" system. 
Far from bringing more leisure jnt<> hu­

man life, such technologically organized 
societies drive people into perpetual 
motion. 

Why ¥ Because evil minds seize control 
of the processes of production and gov­
ernment and turn them into instruments 
that serve selfish purposes. It is this 
very fear of the devouring machine of 
the modern mechanized world that cre­
ates the "psychological insecurity char­
acteristic of our life". People are crav­
ing seeuriYy which never can "be" at­
tained, because the very means they are 
banking on to free them is driving them 
into perpetual motion, into permanent 
enslavement. 

Even Thomas Jefferson foresaw from 
his day that the state of free people 
would not survive the immense cen-
tralization process accelerated by the 
machine. 

Why so? Well, look what scientific 
methods produce: They produce more of 
•^Wi w& fkWwi " - S I ^ C ^ V Q ^ " mA. "Vuxu-
ries"—things people want; more cars, 
radios, newfangled homes and furnish­
ings, and a realm of ever-growing gad-
getry. In a word, science produces all 
of the things a man fancies he needs to 
gratify his pleasure. Man-made scientific 
marvels offer things that accentuate the 
cravings of the selfish nature, the love of 
more and more of everything. But sci­
ence offers nothing to safe-check human 
nature against itself. And there is the 
great unholy fear back of it all. 

What is the solution? Some say what 
mankind must have is a form of cen­
tralized government so strong, so abso­
lute, yet so benevolent, that it is capable 
of taking possession of all earth's re­
sources and the means of exploiting 
them, and supervising the operation of 
government and economics fairly for 
everyone. That way no individual or 
group of individuals can seize control of 
resources or technological methods and 
exploit them selfishly at the expense of 
the masses. Men would live in a collec-
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tivized society. Witness coinmuniat Kna-
sia, they say, ( 

But others throw up their hands in 
horror at that, pointing out that there is 
no more ruthless, selfish and nnlwuevo-
lent system than communism, "What the 
world needs in a united nations of hu 
inanity supervised by The morals and 
ethics of orthodox religion, they say* 
Witness the 1,000-year reign of the 
"holy Roman Empire, 

"What's the difference whether it's 
world communism or world papism7" the 
history student speaks up. "I have stud­
ied from the Roman Church's own books 
about the ancient guild systems which 
wore nothing hut W o n h I corporations', *a 
bastille whore a greedy and jealous oli­
garchy was entrenched/ The Church 
cites modern examples of the kind of 
society it advocates, and Ihese are Mus-
Mulini'i Fascist Italy* Salazars 'Chris-
tian Sopialiniir in Portugal, and so on. 
Hierarchy publications say so, in Rela­
tion of Catholicism to Communism, Fas­
cism find Democracy, The Sound Old 
Guilds and Why the, Guilds Decayed, dis 
tributcd bv the National Catholic Wel­
fare Society." 

Which Wat/ to a New World? 
So mankind stands at a crossroads. A 

call from the 'left" would lead him to a 
collectivized state, wherein supreme au­
thority is claimed to be invested in man, A 
call from the "right" would lead him to 
a corporate state system, whe rem the su-
p m n e authority is claimed to be invested 
in God through a man posing as Christ's 
vicegerent on earth. It is « united world 
of nations of enslavement in either ease, 
wherein whatever technological methods 
are used will not he operated by unself­
ish, benevolent hands. 

As for orthodox religion, it must admit 
its own worthlessness. It does little more 
than send up a deeperale death cry for 
some tiling dynamic, a faith to live by, a 
transforming power that will renovate, 
regenerate, and establish in lasting se­

curity the hopes for life in a clean new 
world. Religion has not one iota of such 
life-giving power, no curb against man's 
inner nature. W h y not? Because such a 
power cannot generate from man's own 
precepts any more than life itself can 
—and that is all (hut religion is com­
pounded of. 

Yet the Bible tenches such a power. 
The Bible teaches a government that is 
to come to earth. The King of that gov­
ernment will wipe out all wickedness 
and all tendencies toward selfishness and 
Hover permit s w h to operate a^ain. The 
ftihle leaches that God's Kingdom gov­
ernment under Christ, would commence 
operations toward earth at the time in 
history when total wars, famines, pesti­
lences, ertrlhquake&, turbulence* violence, 
and an ever-increasing creseemh) gf sor­
row and trouble to cause men's hearts to 
fail'I hem would prevail. Every prophecy 
in the Bible poinls io a world crisis that 
must be here. 

So then* is that dynamic power. It is 
operating earth-wide already, drawing 
the meek, unselfish minority of earth's 
sincere inhabitants together into an un­
derstanding of the Creator's purposes 
toward th<* earth. They know from the 
Itible that God is about to takeout of 
the tt'ay all offending, fear-inspiring 
things, including this world's ruthless 
systems and its god, the Devil. They 
know that righteous rulership is obont 
to fee instated over earth, if (hid has to 
appoint His King Christ Jesus to resur­
rect. Trom death faithful men of old who 
can be trusted, and u j s I a l l thorn as princ­
es throughout the earth,—Psalm 4fi: Ifi. 

Then people won't be left idle in the 
paradise earth. Theirs will be the happy 
ta^k of prospering in the constructive 
works that men dream of and wish to 
[wrFvrm under the perfect society- But 
all sense of insecurity, fear and anxiety 
will have vanished. Fulfilled will he Isa­
iahs glorious prophecy ( 1 4 : 7 ) : l iThe 
whole eanh b at rest, and is quiet: they 
break forth into singing/'—Contributed. 
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XOSAIAHD 
Enslaved by 

Religious Customs 
F r o m a d a r k c o r n e r i n A f r i c a , w h e r e s u p e r s t i t i o u s c u s t o m s ho ld 
t h e people In b o n d a p e , conies t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g , f i r s t - h a n d r e p o r t . 
It w a s w r i t t e n e s p e c i a l l y f o r r e a d e r s of ' ' A w a K e l " by a n a t i v e 
X o s a g i r l , w h o e l v e s y o u a s i m p l e y e t v i v i d p i c t u r e o f t r i b a l l i fe 

a n d c o n d i t i o n s a m o n g her o w n people . 

'"THE Transkei is that part of the South 
J. African Cape Province which lies 

between the Kei and Katal. It is here 
that the Xosa race of people live. In the 
rural areas of this land, among one and 
a quarter minion Africans, are found 
only a handful of Europeans, consisting 
of traders, officials and missionaries. As 
a result, ancestor worship exists in a 
very pure form, and every phase of trib­
al life is controlled by superstitious be­
liefs that have been handed down by tra­
dition for many generations. Home life, 
social standing, economics, marriage, cer­
emonies, and the raising and training of 
children are all controlled by rigid reli­
gions customs. 

A Xosa kraal is made up of one to ten 
or more huts, which are circular in shape 
and sis feet or more in diameter. The 
walls are of sticks and mud, and the roof 
of sticks and grass. The floor is smeared 
with cattle dung, because animals, es­
pecially cows, are sacred. According to 
Xosa custom, a 
man may have ^v^^v^^? 
as many wives 
as he can afford 
to purchase and 
keep. Each wife 
has a hut of 
her own in the 
kraal, and the 
first wife is re­
garded as the 

senior one. All the wives have 
their meals together in the sen­
ior's hut. 

The wives are responsible for 
preparing the food. Pumpkins 
or melons are peeled and put in 
a big pot and boiled. Some meal­
ies, or ground meal, are poured 
into the boiling pumpkin and 
stirred until a thick porridge re­
sults. This is the most typical 
meal in a Xosa home. Women 
are also responsible for thatch­

ing the roofs, .plastering the walls with 
mud and smearing the floors with dung. 
They share hoeing and reaping with the 
men, and they fetch wood for the fire 
from the forest. They must also bring up 
and care for the children. 

It is believed that the ancestors, who 
are-supposed to be the guardians of the 
kraal, dwell with the cattle in the cattle-
fold and in the space between the cluster 
of huts and the fold. This area, known 
as inhundla, is of special religious signif­
icance in every Xosa kraal. Wives, there­
fore, are not to put their feet on it. Cat­
tle and even milk belong to the ancestors. 
Hence only the men attend to them. 
Women arc not allowed to approach the 
area of the house where the milk is 
stored. Every woman during menstrua­
tion must not even taste a single drop 
of milk. 

Respect for ancestors among Xosas is a 
key to all their customs. For another ex­
ample, let us- take the use of the white 
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clay. Ordinary red clay is nsed tor smear­
ing the body and face, skirts and blankets. 
This is their way of swanking. But the 
color white has been dedicated to the an­
cestral spirits. I t is nsed on special occa­
sions when it is believed that the ances­
tors are involved. Boys use it when being 
initiated into manhood, for it is then they 
are dedicated to the ancestral caTe. Also 
a woman who has just given birth uses 
white clay on herself and her infant up 
to the stage of weaning, for the ancestors 
are thought to be responsible for the 
newborn's life. The witch doctors, the 
sages and seers of the tribe make great 
use of white clay. 

Marriage Customs Are Also Strange 
The father decides that his son is to 

have a wife. He chooses her for him by 
appointing a special man, the nosaku-
zaku, to make the purchase. Upon going 
to the home of a prospective bride, this 
spokesman is called upon to give some­
thing signifying Ms knowledge of the 
house, the sazi-msi, which has a value, 
say, of about £l. If they accept it* they 
exclaim: "Do, that we may see," which 
means that he should carry on with the 
payment of the bride price, ikhazi. Lobola 
is the payment of ikhazi. 

Lobola is done in cattle, brought in two 
by two, not necessarily all on the same 
day. Unable to reach a settlement on the 
price, the messengers keep asking to 
have a loan of the "child", while the 
daughter's parents keep on saying, "we 
have not yet seen," meaning they have 
not been paid enough. All this time the 
daughter in question may know nothing 
of the matter, or, if she does, she is con­
sidered modest if she says nothing about 
it. It is none of her business. It is the 
affair of her parents. 

Nowlobola is completed. The parents 
may say to the messengers: "You see, we 
are going to send the child to the river 
or somewhere else. She is yours. You 
can take her away with you." "When the 
innocent girl, who is ignorant of the 

whole deal, is sent to the place she is met 
along the wayside by the messengers, 
who ask her to go with them. I f she re­
fuses to go, she is dragged away. Her 
struggling and screaming is in vain, for 
even though not far from home, nobody 
comes to the rescue. 

Some girls are even killed in the or­
deal, because these draggers are usually 
very rough. They may beat her or stran­
gle her or suffocate her to death by tying 
something around her throat or mouth 
to stop her screaming. Her future hus­
band may even be among the group at 
the time. When brought to the husband's 
home she is dressed up as a wife, and 
there is no turning back then. If still too 
wild, and the husband fails to win her 
through sympathy, she is then tied to 
pillars inside the hut until the husband 
succeeds in violating her. What is the 
use of fighting after this, she reasons. 

But many times the parents love their 
daughters too much to follow this pro­
cedure. Hence, after lobola is finished, 
the parents tell the girl: "We are taking 
you to a new home. You should serve for 
us there and you should not disgrace our 
name." Upon arrival at the bridegroom's 
kraal, the marriage ceremony is held in 
the "holy ground" between the huts and 
the cattle-fold, the inkundla. The bride­
groom and his company move to the 
inkundla and wait in a row. The bride 
and hers follow and go to the bridegroom. 
All are dressed up in their best attire. 
All this time women are making a deaf­
ening noise as they extol the spouses in 
poetic honga fashion. They vocalize in a 
manner not unlike the shrill clarion of 
the valiant cock in the small hours of the 
day, yeyezela, sweeping the way for the 
bride. 

In conclusion, the bride cries and falls 
on the ground, and is taken into the 
house. After this the maidens accompa­
nying1 the bride bring everything- belong­
ing to her. All this time they are singing 
and dancing in a beautiful spectacle. 
Those that have come to the marriage 
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are dressed in. all colors of the rainbow. 
Horseback riding and chasing cattle are 
the sports of the day. 

Crying Need for Deliverance 
Economically and socially, Xosaland 

is in a very bad way. People and animals 
are packed on inadequate lands that are 
overworked and deeply eroded. Frequent 
droughts and widespread disease among 
cattle drive the people into the crowded 
towns. The huge poll tax also drives men 
away from their homes. And what a sum 
it is for the poor Xosa! Widowed women, 
also seeking a livelihood for themselves 
and their children, are driven into the. 
swirling and sinful life of the towns. 
Some of these resort to the policy of plu­
rality of fathers to their children as a 
means of solving the subsistence problem. 

In'these towns there are native loca­
tions where a mixture from various parts 
of the continent are found. Crime is rife, 
the chief of which are housebreaking, 
sex misdemeanors and murder. Women 
brew curious types of kaffir beer and en­
gage in illicit liquor trade. Both men 
and women, and even girls'-and boys of 
a tender age, become drunk on it. In 
addition, they smoke dagga, which is 
another illicit trade. Dangerous gangs 
He in wait in dark corners for passers-by. 
Pregnancy of children is a sight as com­
mon as the sun. The death rate at the 
same time is terrific. How many funeral 
processions per day leave the location, it 
js difficult to say. Truly these people are 
in bondage to sin and corruption as well 
as ignorance and superstition. 

Sickness and disease from unsanitary 
conditions are high. But this is to_ be 
expected among a people whose medical 
knowledge is dispensed by ancestor-
worshiping witch doctors. When a per­
son falls sick, if witch doctors do not 
say: "So and so is bewitching him," they 
say, "His ancestors are complaining." An 
ox is slaughtered and the hair from its 
tail is made into a necklace to be worn 

by the siek person. Goat dang is smeared 
on children suffering with the measles. 

Education might help to relieve some 
of these conditions. Every child iD the 
country has the right to attend the mis­
sion schools, provided his parents are 
prepared to supply him with books, 
slates and clothing. But because of tribal 
ideas, many parents are hostile to the 
idea of sending their children to school. 
To them it is a waste of time. Boys, they 
believe, should go to the veld at an early 
age to look after sheep and cattle. They 
must learn to plow the fields. When they 
reach manhood they should prepare 
themselves to be masters of families. 

So, if a boy is kept within the walls of 
schoolrooms he is despised as a weakling. 
He finds himself an owl among small 
birds on leaving the classroom. Young 
girls also, according to tribal custom, 
are given early training to be good 
housewives. Now, if they get up at sun­
rise and go to school, only to come back 
at sunset, when will they learn the busi­
ness of running the home, cooking, nurs­
ing children, hoeing and reaping the 
fields, and plastering houses? A young 
woman's chances of being chosen to be a 
wife are good or bad according to her 
movements about her home. For these 
and other reasons the people in general 
are very illiterate. 

No question about it, Xosaland is slav­
ishly held down by its native customs, by 
its outmoded agricultural methods, by its 
lack of space for a swiftly growing pop­
ulation, and by its demon-inspired ances­
tor religion. Human efforts to deliver 
these people have proved as futile here 
as in the rest of the world. Liberty for 
these captives can come only through 
Jehovah God's blessed Theocratic king­
dom. What joy, hope and gladness it 
brings to these good people to learn this 
truth! Native ambassadors as Jehovah's 
witnesses are hastening throughout this 
country proclaiming that God's new 
world of righteousness will soon bless 
all the families of the earth. 
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Can Cancer Be Cured? 

DU R I N G a month desig­
nated "Cancer Control 

M o n t h t h e American Can-
cer Society makes its1 annual drive Tor 
money, asking for millions of dollars. 
Public official* in federal*state and local 
governments and prominent, social and 
business leaders line up behind the cam­
paign. The radio programs, magazines, 
newspapers and billboards across the 
country carry to the people the plea 
for monev under such slogans as "Give 
to Conquer Cancer", "Help Fight Can 
ocr," "Give and Keep Giving to Help 
Science," T h o u s a n d s of voltmfi*rra 
throughout the nation, 8,000 in New 
York city alone, are regimented to shako 
coin cans at entrances to railroad ter­
minals, department stores, postoffiees 
and on the street comers. 

This cancer campaign, run as a repeat 
performance each year, produces some 
very definite results. For one thing, its 
high-pressure salesmanship, bizarre ad­
vertising and crude solicitation method* 
turn many people away in disgust from 
the cancer cause. "Wised up" to the ly­
ing propaganda of commercial adver-
tisements, these people are inclined to 
distrust, similar soliciting tactics, even 
if run under the name of charity. 

Millions of dollars are collected, yet 
there ia never a public accounting to 
show into whose pockets all the money 
goes. Actually only a fraction of the 
dimes, quarters and dollars ever reach, 
the worthy cause to which 
they are contributed. Esti­
mates, such as that of Tiff. 
magazine, say no more than ^ 
25 percent of the "take" is al- ^ 
located for research aimed at 
treatment and cure of the ^ 
dread disease. This leaves ^ 
huge sums of money for prim-
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ing the annual "suction - " r . - * ^ 
pump , for commercial pub- i j 

licity listed by the organi­
zation as "educational", and for operat­
ing the'Vjish register"end of the machine. 

The American Cancer Society seems 
to be promoting a fear campaign called 
"cancerophobia". The scare stories in 
their pamphlets frighten people into 
thinking that every cold sore, lump un­
der the skin, birthmark, wart or pain in 
their stomach or spleen is a tell-tale 
symptom of cancer. Dr. IX A . Blain, of 
the American Psychiatric Association, as 
reported in the New York Times and 
Time magazine, struck out against these 
fund-raising boys and their hair-raising 
scare program. Aw a lypical example he 
cited the following from their circulars: 

Every three minutes someone in the United 
States dies of cancer No one k aafe, Thpre is 
one chance in eight that you yourself will be 
a victim of this deadly killer. Cancer is the 
greatest una* cruclist killer of American wom­
en between the ages of 35 and 55, Guard those 
you love. Give—to conquer cancer. 

Admitting all the evils committed in 
the name of cancer charity, it would he a 
grave mistake to assume that no good 
resulted from the concerted efforts oi 
medical science in fighting the r a v a g e 
of this plague. There arc more than 2QC 
cancer research projects that iwmvt 
some support from the money raised, 
there are some 300 cancer-treating clin-

ies, and there are 11 cancel 
hospitals. Over the years can­
cer research has made valu­
able progress in detecting anc 
treating this disease, which is. 
as a killer, second only to af­
flictions of the heart and cir 
culatory system. 
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Description of the Killer 
Cancer is no respecter of persons. 

Father and mother, son and daughter, 
rich and poor, black and white—millions 
have it, millions die from it. Unlike bac­
terial infections, cancer is nonconta­
gious and not inherited. It is a "disease 
of civilization", for, as Dr. Charles S. 
Cameron, medical and scientific director 
of the American Cancer Society, says: 
"The more complete our medical serv­
ices and the higher our standards of liv­
ing, the more cancer we' seem to devel­
op." Cancer has been on a steady in­
crease since the turn of the century, un­
til today 17,000,000 Americans are slated 
to have cancer before thev die. With 
S7,800 males and 93,700 females dying 
from cancer in 1946, it is folklore to say 
it is exclusively a "female disease''. It 
may break out in any part of the body, 
but in most cases it is internal. Life 
magazine prepared the following table 
showing where primary cancer tumors 
usually develop. 

Organ Male Female 
Brain 2.0% 1.2% 
Mouth and pharynx 5.2 • 1.2 
Respiratory 11.9 3.2 
Breast 0.3 18.2 
Stomach 19.3 11.0 . 
Intestines 11.3 12.6 
Rectum 6.5 4.5 
Skin 2.5 1.5 
Genital 12.6 3013 
Urinary 6.3 3.2 
Other 22.1 12.9 

Analysis of these figures shows that 
6'0 percent more men than women die of 
cancer of the stomach, and three times 
as many men die of mouth, 
throat and lung cancer. Near­
ly half tfie women die from 
cancer of the genitals and 
breasts. 

At first a cancer appears as 
an elevated nodule or looks 
like a wart, ulcer or tumor, a 
purely local growth, and if 

removed in the early stages it is usually 
checked. There is no pain in early can­
cer, which seems to be composed of wild 
cells that multiply rapidly, choking out 
normal tissue cells and robbing them of 
their food supply. Eventually cancer 
cells spread .to adjoining lymph glands, 
or take hold of surrounding tissues, in 
keeping with the name cancer, meaning 
"crab". Many times cells of a local can­
cer get in the blood and spread like 
wildfire to other organs, sometimes quite 
distant. For instance, caneer cells from 
the intestines may attack the brain, or 
cancer of the breast often lodges in the 
bones, and once it reaches these vital 
parts there seems to be no means of stop­
ping its deadly work. 

Exhaustive Search for the 'Cause 
"Doctors are still far from being able 

to say what causes cancer, but they sus­
pect many things." (Time, March 7, 
1949) They have spent many millions of 
dollars and many years of research and 
still they do not know what causes can­
cer cells to sprout. They are certain that 
the standard of living, sanitation and 
personal hygiene have little if anything 
to do with cancer. Some of the long dark 
alleys down which the probers of this 
mystery have groped include the follow­
ing: 

1. Parasites. Thought to cause cancer 
in plant and fish tissues, but no proof 
that bacterial infection causes cancer in 
man. 

2. Viruses. This theory, abandoned by 
some, is believed in by others. Recently 
the British Medical Journal published 
an article by Dr. William Ewart Gye, a 

strong believer in the virus 
theory, in which he said that 
90 percent of the other theo-

' ries "can be quietly relegated 
to the wastepaper basket". 
Others, who do not believe the 
so-called virus found in milk 
of mice having cancer of the 
breast is really a virus, refer 
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to it as a mysterious "milk factor*', 
3. Hormones. Not fully understood, 

there are some indications that hor­
mones from cancer cases cause the dis­
ease if injected in others. 

4. Fhyeicai injuries. There is no evi­
dence that cancer develops from bruises 
or bumps oF the skin or breasts, but some 
evidence that constant irritation of a 
sore may in time cause cancer. 

5. Radiation. Overexposure to the sun 
is thought by some to cause cancer on 
the lips, neck, face and hands. Records 
of 7?00G,000 fll's showed that 00 percent 
having cancer of the lipf usually the 
lower lip (in women it occurs mostly on 
upper hp), were on duty in extreme 
climates wlmre exposure to sun was 
great. X-ray technicians are susceptible 
to skin cancer. Radiation from atomic 
fissure ia likewise thought to cause can­
cer. Others suggest that cosmic rays arc 
the catfse. 

6. Heredity, Certain types of cancer 
arc thought transferable from one gen­
eration to another among lower animals, 
but not proved so in the cose of humans. 

7. Diet Very little is known. Heav> 
rice^eaters of Asia seem vulnerable to 
cancer of liver. Deficiencies in vitamin 
B-eomplex and proteins (found in meat, 
fish, eggs, milk, cheese) are believed by 
some t o 1>h a predisposing cause of mouth 
cancer. Others label excessive drinking 
of milk by adults as a source of cancer. 

8. Chemicals. Probable cause of can­
cer in man and lower animals. Chemical-
laden soot causes "chimney sweep's dis­
ease", reallv a cancer of the scrotum. 
Dr. W . C. Hueper, of the C. S. Public 
Health Service, warns of danger of oc­
cupational cancer in plants and refiner­
ies due to fumes and soot containing 
aromatic hydrocarbons, asphalts, coal-
tars and petroleum chemicals used in 
makiaig dyes, plastics, synthetic com­
pounds and medicines. He also pointed 
to the danger of infecting communities 
with cancer due to contamination of air, 
drinking water and soil (hence the food­

stuffs grown on it) by cancer-inducing 
chemical wastes. Chemical fertilizers, 
some question as a possible cause; others 
wonder whether manure from diseased 
livestock on farmland might contaminate 
food and cause the disease. 

On the matter of chemical pollution of 
the air, Collier's magazine a few months 
ago told how experiments at the Sloan 
Kettering cancer institute in New York 
had shown that chemicals tnken from 
aoot off rooftops could induce cancer 
growth. Dr. William E. Smith, of this 
research institule, declares: "I am con­
vinced that a great deal of cancer pre­
vention depends not on medical means 
but on engineering procedures. . . , The 
constant, heavy pollution- of the city's air 
with soot is an example of a preventable 
hazard." 

Whether out of a furnace chimney or 
oat of a cigarette holder the smoke oon~ 
tains the «ame type of unburnt tars. Con­
sequently, it. is believed by many author­
ities that tobacco smoking is a primary 
cause of cancer. "During my unusual 
opportunities over a period of years/ 1 

writes Dr. Edwin J. Oruce in Medival 
Times, "I have noted that cancer of the 
lip and tongue was almost invariably 
associttifd with a smoking habit dating 
hack many years." The chief surgeon of 
1he Washington University's School of 
Medicine, after checking hundreds of 
cases of cancer of the lungs, noted that 
the great majority had been heavy tobac­
co smokers for the last 20 years, it goes 
without saying, that the powerful tobac­
co trust, that spends a hundred million 
dollars a year advertising the "coffin 
nails", desperately tights every effort to 
bring these facts to tlm attention of the 
people. 

Investigators seem to agree on this: 
"There is no single cause for cancer,11 

Treatment and Cure 
Not every ache or pain is caused by a 

cancer. Not every lump beneath the skin 
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is a cancer; some are cystic. Cancers are 
tumorous growths, but not all tumors 
are cancerous. Of the more than 50 sug­
gested tests for hidden cancer there is 
only one foolproof method of determin­
ing whether an abnormality is cancer­
ous, and that is by examining some of 
the tissue or cells under the microscope, 
a technique known as biopsy. Blood 
tests on the whole have not proved re­
liable, due to "false positive" readings 
in cases of pregnancy, kidney diseases, 
TB, etc. Even the latest blood test de­
vised by Huggins, of the University of 
Chicago, and which was headlined on 
April 16, is said to be only a "reasonably 
sure" test. 

The great claims that the multimillion-
dollar atom smashers would provide 
sure cures for cancer have proved dis­
appointing. Dozens of different com­
pounds of nitrogen mustards, carba­
mates, hormones, antibiotics like penicil-
\m and ^ t^terci^ t a s i , •m&o&ftVtTe 
isotopes of iodine, phosphorous and 
strontium are constantly being tried out 
on human guinea pigs with very limited 
success. Manipulation of certain glandu­
lar functions have been tried in an effort 
to arrest certain cancer growths. At 
one'time it was announced that a sub­
stance called guanazolo had been found 
that arrests, but does not kill, cancer 
growth. "However," observes the New 
York Times, "guanazolo has not yet been 
tried on human beings, and on no other 
animals except mice. M.any more experi­
ments on animals will have to be made 
before it will become advisable to test 
it out on human beings, if ever." 

Of all these possible means of treat­
ment the medical profession, including 
osteopaths, recognize only three meth­
ods that are fairly reliable, namely, by 
cutting the growth out with surgery or 
burning it out with radium or with 
X-ray. These methods are 90-percent ef­
fective against skin cancer and 50-per-
cftiit efteetiree in mrmg cancer oi fee 
breast, but against internal cancer (and 

most cancer is internal) these methods 
are relatively ineffective. Cancer is not 
considered cured if it reoccurs within 
five years- after the treatment ends. 

There is a large school of thought 
which voices the opinion that medical 
men under the domination of the power­
ful American Medical Association are 
not so interested in finding the cause of 
cancer, and in preventing it altogether, 
as tba^ asft va. feyiiafg, w a s a m •dlas-
viating the sufferers once they start 
coming to the doctors for treatment. 
Emphasis is placed on frequent check­
ups and "see your doctor often". Fitz 
Roy Anderson, of Bar Harbor, Maine, 
declares: "A cure will never be found so 
long as billions of dollars are being made 
from these ineffective but lucrative 
methods of treating cancer, so long as 
millions are being dropped into the lap 
of research, where to find would be to 
lose one of the most profitable occupa­
tions ol a\\ "times.11 

Admittedly, medical scientists do not 
know the cause of cancer, and their meth­
ods of treating it are far from perfect. 
In fact, some like Sir Leonard Hill, emi­
nent British scientist, thinks the use of 
radium should be abolished as a curse, 
and it should be returned to the ground 
from which it came, for it kills as many 
as or more than it cures. But however 
faulty the standard methods of treatment 
be, are the so-called "cancer" remedies 
peddled by many outside the. AHA. mrg 
more effective? Is there any scientific 
proof or evidence that the serums, oint­
ments, mineral waters, radium waters, 
Indian herbs, religious healing, vibrat­
ing buzz-boxes, ouija boards, sweat 
baths, internal irrigations and dietary 
fads of the self-made medicine men ever 
cured a single case of cancer f Yes, 
there are plenty of "testimonials" that 
people were "cured", but was there bi­
opsy proof that these people had cancer 
TO fee 'rrrsY p\aee^ X peTson nas a pain. 
The healer says it is cancer. The pain 
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goes away. Tee person is curea oi can­
cer! Simple, isn't it! 

Typical of this type of therapy is the 
caee reported by the Herald of Health 
and Naturopath which occurred in Pitts­
burgh, Pa, , last year, A man and a wom­
an were arrested for operating a phony 
"mncer cure" shop in the basement of 
St. Joseph's Catholic church, run by a 
"Father" F e l d m e i e r , These people 
claimed they had not only a simple blood 
test to diagnose cancer, but also a con­
coction of whole wheat, yeast, distilled 
water and salt that would bring relief 
and lengthen the life of the "cancer" vic­
tim. In court it was shown that the blood 
test was a fake and the "cure" was pure­
ly psychological. The expose meant noth­
ing lo the poor ignorant and credulous 
people that had "faith" in it. A s one 
woman on the stand sobbed: "So fhe 
treatment is only psychology! So what? 
It helped my husband." Alter giving this 
bit of "scientific testimony", Die hyster­
ical woman had to he carried from the 
courtroom. 

Solution to the Problem 
Suffering humanity is confronted by 

a problem. Longing for good news when 
assaulted by deadly cancer, they want to 
believe those who claim to have the cure. 
And now so many makefile claim, so few 
back it up. It is like the hundreds of re­
ligious sects, each claiming to have the 
way to salvation. Each of tJ\e healers 
swears he has the euro for cancer, and 
each has his followers that swear by him. 
The facts prove the majority either fail­
ures or racketeers. Some back up their 
claims, at times. Doubtless none has con­
quered all cases of cancer brought to 
him. Who is the distressed and anguished 
person to believe, when he or a loved one 
is afflicted? 

W h y can not or will not organized can­
cer research, with its collected millions, 
put every one of the claimed cures to 
careful, supervised test, and establish 

them as cures or silence once for all the 
bedlam of clamoring claims! If organ­
ized medicine, which claims methods out­
side its sphere are quackery, could so 
silence these various voices it would 
prove its position and render great serv­
ice in exposing those it dubs quacks; but 
if these other methods are not all quack­
ery organized medicine might learn 
something and progress toward a cancer 
cure. It would not cost medicine much to 
do this, only a fraction of the 75 percent 
of funds collected for cancer research 
that is never used therefor. Its 25 per­
cent used for its own researches need not 
be touched, but only some of the bull: of 
money that sticks to selfish fingers. 

In this controversy, some side with 
organized medicine and brand anything 
outside its pale as quackery. Others, 
aware of A M A delinquencies unjustly 
condemn physicians and surgeons and 
champion other healing arts just because 
Kiich healers oppose A M A and use more 
natural methods. Doubtless neither of 
these extremist views is correct. 

Looting at the wild picture of cancer 
as a whole it is very plain to see that the 
miracle men of science and medicine in all 
of their wisdom, as well as the multitude 
of quacks in all of their, ignorance, have 
failed to check the rising tide of killing 
diseases like cancer. Such pestilences 
constitute a visible sign, marking the 
time when this present evil world of sin. 
and dearh under the rule of the ttevil 

pass away as foretold. (Mat­
thew 24:7; Luke 21:11) It is also a sign 
lhat God's righteous and perfect King­
dom rule will shortly be extended 
throughout this earth, replacing every 
evil and wicked thing, removing all pol­
lution of the air and providing a perfect 
balance of life-giving food. Then body 
cells will never run wild in cancerous 
growths that men cannot cure. 

Hence in answer to the question, Can 
cancer be cured? Yes, Jehovah God can, 
and will! 
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Puerto Rico 
Today, 1950 

Dear Folks, 
How full is the life of a Jehovah's wit­

ness missionary! How educational are 
the experiences! How interesting the new 
contacts and thrilling the joys of aid­
ing the Lord's sheep into the fold! Here 
from the battlefront of this great war 
against error we don't care to he selfish, 
but are anxious to pass on to you and 
share with, you what we see, hear and 
learn. Would that you too could be here; 
but I'll do the next best thing and tell 
you about it. 

You already know that this island is 
delightful; that the climate is balmy; 
that the graceful palm invites one to sit 
in its shade on the white beach and gaze 
at the white surf bursting out of an ex­
panse of blue ocean; that the mountains 
are covered with tropical vegetation of 
palms and ferns as large as trees; that 
Irere grow coffee, sugar, bananas, orang-
es, pineapples, and tobacco; and that 
many of the country folk live in little huts 
made of palm branches, with the good 
earth for their floor. We enjoy all the 
beauty that Jehovah has bestowed upon 
this "paradise isle", as itis rightly called, 
and there is much to tell; but there is 
another angle to the life here which we 
are privileged to enjoy, and that is what 
I am going to tell you about. 

As we go from house to house these 
exceptionally hospitable people invite us 
in to hear our message. What an oppor­
tunity to become acquainted and ex-

change idea?.'. The Nort\\ Amesi-
cans have many superstitions, such 
as the horseshoe and the rabbit foot 
and fear of the black cat and walk­
ing under ladders. So, here too we 
learn of customs new and interest­
ing. The majority are of Spanish 
origin, for, after all, Spain is Puer­

to Rico's. political and religious mother. 
On November 19,1493, Columbus plant­

ed the cross on the western coast of 
Puerto Rico, and in 1508 Ponce de Leon 
brought with him priests to baptize the 
Indians and make Roman Catholics \ of 
them. The Spaniards brought in Cu­
ban prisoners and Chinese slaves from 
the Philippines to build the mountain 
roads, one of which required over thirty 
years. Then came the Negroes, and last­
ly came the North American to add 
his ideas. This Indian-Spanish-Cuban-
Chinese-Negro-North American mixture 
of races gave birth to a conglomeration 
of quaint customs, superstitions and re­
ligious practices. 

Early colonizers o£ Hvspanie America, 
when founding a town, would place it 
under the ''protection" of a patron saint 
or holy object. Every town celebrates the 
feast day of its saint with much cere­
mony. There are games, horse races, 
cockfights, and special religious ceremo­
nies. With much booming and banging, 
fireworks are set off to remind the towns­
folk of the occasion and to call them to 
the public square, the plaza. Almost all 
towns follow the same pattern, having 
the Catholic church in the plaza, which 
is always in the center of town. Thus the 
church is the center of attraction. Each 
church has a statue of the guardian saint 
assigned to the town. On this special day 
the saint, perhaps the "virgin" in this 
particular town, is given a special treat. 
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The statue is takes from ita place and 
honored by being paraded around the 
town, accompanied by chanting priests 
in all the frills and lace, a choir, religions 
groups and a throng of worshipers. 
Around the plaza she is carried and back 
to the church, where she is welcomed as 
though it were her first arrival. There 
follows mon» ceremony, a dousing of 
"holy" water ; and back she goes to her 
shelf to await her next big day, a year 
later. On these special "holy' days the 
church's setting is a maze of carnival 
paraphernalia, the major part lieing 
gambling devices of every imaginable 
type. It is all a noisy affair which eon 
tinucs for week**, with music loudly an> 
plified to the milling crowd. 

Christ is also remembered—that is, at 
least His birth and death. The native 
musicians in the country and in the cities 
begin weeks in advance announcing that 
the time to celebrate Christ's birthday is 
near. In little groups of from two U\ xix, 
with home-made instruments to make 
rhythm, they go from house to house 
caroling. In their agxiinnfdux (improvised 
carols) they ask for gifts in exchange for 
the blessing they ask to be brought upon 
the householder, along with the familiar 
story of the infant Jesus, the cradle at 
Bethlehem, and the shepherds and the 
three kings. 

Santa isn't popular here. The children 
gather grass and put it in a bos under 
their beds as food for the camels of the 
three kings (the three wise men) who 
come during the night and leave them 
gifts on January G. A t least this tale 
has some mention of the Bible story, 
while Santa Claus has not But many are 
the sad little voices who ask, "Mamdt why 
didn't the kings stop at our house last 
night?"- for here poverty abounds. 

If you were to come here on the anni­
versary of Christ's death you could at­
tend His funeral. Yes, a real funeral. It 
starts from the church and ends there, 
as the dolls have to all be put back in 
their places when the sham is over. A 

statue of Chriat is carried in a coffin and 
one of Mary held high, leading the mourn­
ers- Eerie, sorrowful music from a few 
instruments accompanies the procession 
and swarms of people follow. Little chil­
dren arc heard to explain, "Muri6 Bios'* 
("God died"). The whole interiors of the 
churches nrv draped in black; the 
saints are covered with blacky also the al­
tars ; all is sorrow for the death of "God". 
How tain Jehovah be patient so longT 

A good lesson can be learned from the 
common funerals here. Instead of pro­
longing Hie grief the corpse is buried the 
game day, or the following day if death 
took place in the evening, and then it is 
done simply, without clergyman, with­
out the evpenv** f»f embalming. The fam­
ily and kind neighbors simply carry the 
dead to the cemetery, where one or sev­
eral may speak a few words of the good 
deeds of the dead one anil words of com­
fort, and thus he is humbly put to rest 
without fuss, without a clergyman's 
straining hiinselT in doleful tones to pro­
duce even more tears. It is common to see 
a group of five or six people carrying a 
home-made casket decorated lovingly in 
crepe paper. I have seen one l<me man 
walking down the middle of the street 
carrying a tiny casket on his head. Of 
course, if you can pay for it you can have 
a funeral with pomp, hundreds of dollars' 
worth of flowers, police escort, an array 
of priesfs, and tolling of the church hell 
at a certain price per toll Ptmvln Rk&tfs 
are quickly adjusted to sorrows, with a 
"Gild's will be done" attitude. To any 
plans or desires voiced are added the 
words Si Dios quiere (if God wishes). 
Still, God is bargained with in their pro-
mesas, or promises. 

Religious Promise* 
From somewhere out uf the religions 

maze of the past come these promises. 
The Catholic Church docs not care to 
accept the credit for it, and even non-
Catholics practice it. It is believer! Ihat 
God can be induced or softened into do-
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ing something for the good of the one 
promising or for the benefit of someone 
else if the promiser agrees to. endure a 
certain self-sacrificing or self-chastising. 
Many promises are made in-desperation 
as, "0 God, don't let me die of this sick­
ness and I'll wear a white promise dress 
for six months." Any time on the street 
one will see many women in promise 
dresses with high necks, long sleeves and 
of solid colors, brown, white, or purple. 
The color of the dress and small yarn 
belt is according to the saint by which 
one chooses to swear. The hair should be 
plainly arranged, and no cosmetics used. 
What an admission of vanity this type 
of sacrifice! 

Perhaps one has some plan for the 
future and wants to be sureit is carried 
out successfully. A promise is then made 
that if God will perform what the peti­
tioner desires, the one entreating will ful­
fill his part. Some people promise to give 
money to a hospital or a needy institu­
tion. Others give money to beggars, 
agreeing they will give money to every 
beggar they meet for a certain number 
of days. Some deny themselves sweets 
or certain amusements. One man, feeling 
guilty of a certain sin, promised God 
that he would give two dollars to the very 
next person in need he met. Whom should 
he meet but me, going from house to 
house! Seeing that he was the one really 
in need, I supplied him with his two 
dollars' worth of eye-opening Bible 
literature. 

Some burn candles before saints that 
are in the churches or they may do it at 
home before their pictures of saints. The 
saints are also offered bread, water and 
even rum. In some of the poorer homes I 
have seen many walls literally covered 
with these religious pictures, about fifty. 
During the war some mothers wore sack­
cloth dresses to induce God to keep their 
soldier boys safe. There is a certain 
church that has a tiring number of steep 
steps to its door. I t is a practice to make 
a promise to go to this town and go up 

the steps on one's knees. One woman in 
this town went even further. She started 
from her own home on her knees before 
she ever began to climb up the steps. 
Many times one with a sad face will ap­
proach us on the street carrying a picture 
of a saint and will ask for money in the 
name of the saint to carry out a promise 
made to this same saint. Of course, the 
offering is carried off to the church and 
presented there. 

Statue* Worship 
One day I was in a little store when a 

most peculiar little parade passed. In all 
these demonstrations the traffic just has 
to wait. First went the priest chanting 
in full ceremony with a small group of 
women dressed in white singing their 
echo each time the priest paused. Next 
followed a group of little girls in fluffy 
costumes as winged angels. Then fol­
lowed the object of all this attention, all 
this honor. Two jnen carried between 
them on poles a little platform, and on 
this platform was a little decorated shel­
ter about a foot high. And standing un­
der this little roof, held up by four small 
posts, gloriously rode—who? Why San 
Antonio! Like any other doll he was 
dressed up in a priest-style long brown 
dress. 

Following this little image were its ad­
mirers, the good folk of this little settle­
ment. As the show passed, men carrying 
large decorated baskets bxwried i t 
out of the stores and among the by­
standers to beg for money, which was 
tossed into the baskets in the name of 
the little saint. I asked for information, 
and my friends gladly told me the story 
and laughingly ridiculed it. Shortly, the 
procession returned, and these,.very peo­
ple tossed in fifty cents apiece when the 
baskets were passed to them. 

This little image has had a hard time. 
It once held the prominent place in its 
church. But new priests came and a new 
church was built. The new one being larg­
er and with a more spacious altar, poor 
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little San Airtone looked iuat too tiny- A 
newer and larger statue must replace 
him. It was done; so, out with the.little 
one! This caused an uproar and a divi­
sion in the population. Those who would 
not accept the new ruler were left snper-
stitiously clinging to little San Antone. 
Thf?y hüilt a miniature chapel to hopse 
him. To satisfy hif* ego and theirs, and 
to make it right with the heavens, a 
promise was made to display him once a 
year in a procession with all the pomp. 
But what to do for a chanting pwesl to 
lead the parade since the new priest 
swore liy his new church and the new Big 
San Antonio? The worshipers of Little 
San Antonio acquired the services of the 
Episcopal priest, mind you, to officiate in 
the parade! 

All this, and still Catholics deny that 
their saints arc worshiped directly. 

Common Superstition** 
The American horseshoe nailed over 

the*door to bring goocl luck to the home 
here finds its equal in the pie,dro$ imdn 
(loadstone). This special stone is bought 
in the market. One must have two, a 
male and a female! "When they have 
children, then comes the "luck and for­
tune and a prosperous and happy home". 
The porous stones are placed in a jar of 
water to "drink" and afterward placed in 
a container with scraps of iron shavings, 
copper, silver, mercury, coral, incense, 
myrrh and wheat flour. This is coiled 
"food", for, after all, the stones must eal, 
and in this process of eating the par­
ticles of minerals cling to the stones. 
When put back into the water, which is 
continually added to, -they will in time 
raise "children", for that is what they 
call the little formations of scraps of 
minerals whieh fall to the bottom of the 
jar. Great powers are attributed to these 
mystioatones. 

A 

Most common of all is to see glasses of 
water standing on the sills above the 
doors and windows. This stops the evil 
influences in the air from entering the 
house. As it passes through the water 
the air is cleansed. Often a piece of bread 
is nailed up or lies beside the glass of 
water to insure the claily bread's arrival 
at the home. And, by the way, have you 
ever tried throwing a little sugar into 
the fire to. encourage a happy atmos­
phere? Or, have you tried using a horri­
bly nauseating incense to drive out the 
demons from your house, in case you are 
having difficulties T Many times someone 
will answer our knock on his door by 
peering out from under an assortment of 
green leaves across the forefieaif and fiefd 
in place with a rag tied around the head. 
This is great for headaches. Another 
kiiul of leaves rubbed on the floor during 
the process of washing them is not only 
antiseptic but discourages the demons. 
Often a tiny little black stone is pinned 
on babies* dresses, or worn on a little 
bracelet around the wrist. To it is at-

-tributei! turtle mysterious power that 
protects the child and brings it good. 

Isn't it all interesting? But even more 
interesting is to study the Bible in these 
homes, and watch the glasses of water 
disappear, and the pictures and statues 
of virgins leave one by one, or all in one 
grand sweep. Yes, it is thrilling to hear 
the comments and see the expression of 
understanding and gratitude as they 
drink in the truths which free them from 
the bondage of religious superstitions. 
How expressively they then tell others 
of the Kingdom hope! And now, don't 
you agree that we have a grand privilege 
here in Puerto Rico, the "paradise isle"? 

With you prejif hing the Word, 
A G H A T E F U L M I S S I O N A R Y 
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N V ^ j ! ^ ^ 2 ^ ^ Review of versatile plant life ^===5ss^=4-f" 
. -s^ 5 5 5 ^*^ that conquers the many environments of earth ^ ^ ^ ^ 

i i p O N S I D E R the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they toil not, nei­

ther do they spin: and yet I say unto 
you, That even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these." Thus 
the wise and*perfect man, Christ Jesus, 
called attention to how God had clothed 
the earth in a vegetation of wonderful 
and spectacular beauty. (Matthew 6: 28, 
29) Go to the ends of the earth, scale the 
mountain heights, search the depths of 
caves, even explore your' own backyard; 
everywhere, over hill and dale, in green 
meadows, in black forests and along 
bleached and desolate beaches, in drip­
ping caverns and on sun-dried deserts, 
from the frigid tundra of the Arctic to 
the steaming jungle of the tropics— 
everywhere, there is plant life aplenty! 
Also, there is plenty of romance and ad­
venture in the study of botany, a study 
that is as fascinating and thrilling as it 
is inexhaustible. 

So vast is plant creation that man, af­
ter being on this earth for thousands of 
years, has failed to make acquaintance 
with them all. Up to now man knows 
something of the forms, habits and uses 
of 135,000 flowering plants (trees, herbs, 
grains, etc.); 110,000 algae and fungi 
(including molds, blights, yeasts, bacte­
ria) ; 4,500 ferns; 3,000 mosses. All to­
gether, 6ver 266,000 distinct species have 
been classified, plus many thousands of 
subspecies, varieties and hybrids. Year 
after year man adds many new names 
to his plant catalogues; daily he learns 
new things about old acquaintances. 

The field of botanical study is therefore not 
simply vast, it is practically limitless,—in this 
respect transcending the natural powers of 

man, which are small. Therefore, while every 
schoolboy can grasp the salient facts in that 
organized knowledge of plants which we call 
the Science of Botany, no one person can 
actually master .any more than a limited por­
tion thereof, especially if he has the ambi­
tion to know it sufficiently well to aid in ex­
panding the bounds of our knowledge.—The 
Living Plant, by Wm. F. Ganong. 

A few beautiful flowers have been 
tamed for man's gardens and green­
houses, but countless thousands of wild 
flowers mingle their rich colors with 
earth's green mantle to form a symphony 
o£ beauty e-Yie never tire?, of seeing. So 
great is this variety in plant life that the 
traveler from continent to continent, or 
from one part of a country to another, 
has a new and exciting panorama of 
splendor continually unfolded before his 
eyes. Florida has its palmettos and man­
groves; Southern states have their bald 
cypresses covered, with Spanish moss; 
the Southwest has its cactuses and Josh­
ua trees; California, its redwoods; the 
Northwest, its Douglas firs. Scotland has 
its heather; Ireland, its shamrock; the 
Netherlands, its tulips. 

A remnant of the famous cedars of 
Lebanon still stands on those ancient 
hills, while on the sunny hillsides of 
Spain, Corsica, Sardinia and Morocco 
are found the world's finest cork forests. 
New Zealand has giant kauri trees; its 
neighbor, Australia, the huge eucalyptus 
trees. In the Orient are camphor trees; 
in the Malay Archipelago are planta­
tions of rubber trees. The East Indian 
banyan tree props up its branches by 
sending down aerial roots, and thsva ex­
pands until a thousand people can be 
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sheltered under s single tree. In Africa 
grpVi the baobab trees, some of which 
art $0 feet in diameter. But to see ma-
jeetic greatness at its greatest, or to see 
all-OUt massive bigness at its biggest, 
one must visit the Sierra Nevada moun­
tain* in California where the sequoias, 
or Big Trees, grow, the oldest of all liv­
ing tilings on earth! 

And which is the most beautiful of all 
trees when in bloom? This is a debatable 
question. Some say the Lady Amherst 
of Ceylon, with its two-foot clusters oT 
flowers which hang down like orchids. 
Other people think the spectacular clus­
ters of the (lame-of-tlie-woods found in 
West Africa are just as beautiful. Tf it 
comes to a beauty contest, no doubt there 
are many trees that might enter the race. 

Variety of Species 
Among the species of each family of 

plants there is Tar greater variety, both 
in design and in living conditions, than 
most people think. Ferns, for example, 
are usually considered rather delicate 
plants found only in .shady, damp for­
ests. Yet there are ferns in New Zealand 
the size of large trees. Other ferns grow 
better in open fields than in the shade, 
and some are especially adapted for the 
dry desert, where they curl up their 
leaves when it is dry, and unroll them 
when it rains. There is a species of dwarf 
corn raised in the Canary islands that 
is also a great resister to drought. Un­
like Kansas' 12-foot stalks this variety 
is only £ feet high when umture. 

Maybe you can name a half dozen dif­
ferent fig trees, hut do you know that 
around the world there a re over 700 spe­
cies? One species grows until its circum­
ference at the base is nine feet The 
Himalayan giant, a peculiar tree that 
bears its fruit all over its branches and 
trunk and even at the base of the tree, 
produces figs that arc sometimes 4 inches 
in diameter! 

Doing better, maybe you can name a 
dozen or two of the common grasses, in­
cluding the sedges and rushes. However, 

there are nearly 1,000 gra&aes in the 
world that huve already DM& given com­
mon name*. Thtttift cover the nakedness 
of the prairie and conntryiide, giving 
freshness and life and beauty, furnish­
ing green pastures for livestock in the 
summer, providing hay for the winter, 
carpeting city parks and patches of 
ground around the homes of the people 
with ornamental lawns, and making pos­
sible grass-cushioned golf courses. 

The Lower Members of Plant Society 
Man's clearance of land for cultiva­

tion, the burning off of the woodlands by 
forest fires, aud changes in climatic coiî  
difions, have altered to a large extent 
earth s vegetation over the centuries. 
About the only places that escaped these 
changes are the hundreds of thousands 
of miles of seashores where the vegeta­
tion is probably the same today as it was 
more than 4,000 years ago when the ter­
rible inundating Hood of Noah's day 
left the bounds of the seas at approxi­
mately their present levels. Along thc&c 
shores there as a great variety of flora* 
Some plants grow only at Hie highest 
watermark on the beach; others are 
found near the low-tide mark; still oth­
ers require constant immersion in the 
salty water. Those requiring little light 
may be found on the floor of the ocean, 
150 feet down. Seaweeds, of which there 
arc many, are divided into three general 
types: green, brown and red. They do 
not have roots, but are aided in absorb­
ing their food by the moving tides. 

Enter the estuaries and bays, follow 
up the rivers and streamy and ay the 
water gradually becomes fresher the 
flora also changes. Fresh-water lakes 
support many types of plant life. 
Swamps arc green with teeming thou­
sands of different species of algae. 

In the deep woods non-green plants 
like mushrooms and toadstools and var­
ious fungi each bring forth after their 
kind. They rely on the chlorophyll plants 
to manufacture their neces&sry foods. 
Grain rusts, mildews, dry rots and vari 
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ous molds, of which there are thousands, 
are really plants that cause disease in 
other plants or live off decomposing 
compounds thrown off by other organ­
isms. Bacteria also, though they are so 
small they can be viewed only by the aid 
of the microscope, are plants that live as 
parasites and saprophytes off plants and 
animals. They, and not "weeds", are the 
real rogues of plantdom. No, a "weed", 
according to the great botanist Bailey, 
is only "a plant out of place". 

Plants of the Desert 
An oasis in a parched desert! What a 

sight to sand-weary eyes! But an oasis 
is not the only place in the desert where 
plant life is "found. Traveling over the 
barren sand dunes ofi Algeria one may 
suddenly come upon a solitary oleander 
bush miles away from another plant. 
The retama bush found in Morocco 
wastelands around' Mogador takes very 
little moisture to quench its thirst and is 
particularly valued for its ability to bind 
drifting sands. In these respects it is 
very similar to the sagebrush found on 
the arid western plains of the United 
States. The argan tree of Morocco is also 
capable of enduring long dry spells, and 
because its foliage affords forage for 
goats, sheep and cattle through the long 
dry season it is highly prized. A strange 
thing about this tree: it takes three hu­
man generations of time to develop to 
where it is of value for stock feed. 

Perhaps you have wondered why the 
cactus is such an enduring fellow in the 
face of the desert's scorching beat. For 
one thing, it has a tough hide that serves 
as insulation against loss of moisture; 
also its "leaves" are so designed that 
there is no evaporation through them. 
The chlorophyll necessary for the plant's 
life, and which is found in the leaves of 
other plants, is transferred to the trunk 
of the cactus. Such marvelous construc­
tion makes possible the retention of great 
amounts of water. In fact, the bulk of 
the Arizona tree cactus is nine-tenths 

water. Almost unbelievable, in the driest 
season this huge cactus tree retains hun­
dreds of gallons of water weighing as 
much as three or four tons! 

Riotous Jungle Growth 
In his book, Exploring for Plants, 

David Fairchild says that between the 
Tropic of Capricorn and the Tropic of 
Cancer are found not only "the vast ma­
jority of the insects, most of the strange 
and dangerous and exciting quadrupeds, 
all of the great and most of the poisonous 
snakes and large lizards, most of the 
brilliantly colored sea fishes, and the 
strangest and most gorgeously plumaged 
of the birds", but also "the majority 
of all the plant species". Consequently, 
he concludes, the person who has never 
visited the tropics has really lived only 
"on the fringe of the world". 

In the temperate zones the forests are 
rather open and free of underbrush, and 
the same type of trees meets the eye, but 
in the tropical jungles there is a tangled 
mass of vegetation, with as many as 200 
species of trees in a single acre, with 
nothing labeled. Indeed a riotous growth 
of vegetation! You who have gone fish­
ing with a bamboo pole would feel like a 
June bug in tall grass if suddenly you 
found yourself in a forest of tremendous 
bamboos, each over a foot in diameter 
at the base and reaching upward to the 
height of a 10- or 12-story building. Alto­
gether different, other species of bamboo 
are eaten by Chinese and Japanese. 

Members of the palm tree family also 
offer many varieties. Some are date 
palms; some are coconut palms. Most 
coconut palms produce woody husks on 
the nuts; other have a crisp edible husk 
that tastes like raw turnips. The Moluc-
can rattan palm shoots up to a height of 
60 feet in a matter of six and a half 
years, but the mysterious "Coco de Mer" 
palm, first found in 1743, grows so slow 
it takes 30 years before it blooms, and 
then it takes another 10 years for the 
nuts to mature and ripen. And what 
nuts! Forty pounds each! 

JUNE 22, 1950 23 



From Jungle to Alpine 
Leaving the Torrid zone of tea, coffee 

and rubber gardens, the jungleland of 
intertwining aerial roots and delicate 
orchids, and traveling north or south 
toward the polar regions, one ohserves 
that the plants gradually become smaller 
and more sparse, until finally the deso­
late, treeless land of the midnight sun is 
reached. Though treeless the northland 
is not entirely nude of vegetation. More 
grows there than reindeer moss and 
lichens. In fact, one hotanist lists 84 spe­
cies of Arctic plants, Gl of which are 
found far north of the Arctic circle. Usu­
ally perennials, of low stature, having 
abnormally large roots with small 
shoots, these rugged individuals of the 
polar regions are similar to the flora 
found high in the Swiss Alps and other 
alpine regions of the earth. And it is 
this similarity that led to a very remark­
able discovery. 

Climb a high mountain the base of 
which is near sea level, and you will pass 
through the same zones of vegetation 
if you were traveling northward, only al 
an astounding rate of speed. Every 10-
foot increase in altitude is equal to a 
lateral advance of ti miles. Hence, per­
sons climbing 5,000 feet in five hours' 
time will see as great a change in the 
plant growth as if they traveled 3,000 
miles to the north—a change equivalent 
to that eNperienced if traveling G00 miles 
per hour on the level! Going up such a 
mountain in the northeastern part of the 
United States one passes through the 
zones of hickory, elm, beech, maple, oak, 
ash and hemlock, into the dark forests 
of spruce, fir and pine, emerging then 
into the light scrub oaks and dwarf pines. 
Up there, sharing their beauty with the 
bare rocks, the trees are widely spaced, 
wind-swept and stunted. Above the tim­
ber line only the alpine herbage grows. 
On the highest pinnacle, and clinging so 
tightly to the face of the weather-beaten 
rock that they look like gray, black or 
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brown patches of paint, one finds those 
peculiar plants called lichens. 

Whether struggling up such a .moun­
tain or leisurely traveling oi% the level, 
one observes that the zones of vegetation 
overlap and in many places there seem 
to be zones of tension, especially between 
the woodlands and grasslands. Over the 
centuries the grasses, with the aid of 
man and fire, have gradually eaten their 
way into the woodlands. A grass fire at 
the fringe of a forest first kills off the 
trees, and then the following wet season 
new grass takes over the conquered ter­
ritory. Contrary to this spirit of com­
petition, the principle of partnership 
also makes itself manifest among many 
plants. Vines and creepers wrap their 
loving arms around bigger and stronger 
neighbors, or tenaciously clasp hands 
with other plants. Mistletoe, aerial or­
chids and certain mosses make them­
selves at home with the monkeys in the 
treetops. 

Here then, is a brief sketch of the 
many garments of vegetation with which 
the earth clothes itself. 'Consider again 
the iiiios,' and not only the lilies but the 
thousands of other forms of plant crea­
tion. Each is a marvel of workmanship 
in design and construction; each is a 
wonderment in the way it develops, re­
produces and flourishes. Not only does 
vegetation make it possible for man and 
beast, fish and fowl, to live here on earth, 
but. over and above providing for the 
hare necessities of life, much of the plant 
life makes man's senses of pleasure tin­
gle with joy and happiness. 

Sane and sober men and women, there­
fore, break forth with a song of grati­
tude and thanksgiving as they bless and 
praise the great Jehovah God, the Crea­
tor of all these wonderful things. With 
minds filled with keen anticipation these 
worshipers of Jehovah look forward to 
the time when the whole earth will flour­
ish as one globe-encircling garden of 
pleasure, even as the Lord from the be­
ginning purposed it should be. 

AWAKE! 



Joseph and His Good-Will Brothers 

EV E R Y child that has attended Sun­
day school has heard something 

about Joseph and his brothers. The re­
ligious teachers have had much to soy 
about that "Bible story'', as they call it; 
but they have understood nothing of its 
great importance. They have looked up­
on it as merely a historical event. Actual­
ly, God used Joseph and his ten half 
brothers to make a wonderful picture 
prophetically showing the relationship 
today between the "great multitude" of 
good-will people and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But no one could understand its 
full significance until God's due time, and 
then only if they were devoted to Him. 

The Bible account appears at Genesis, 
chapters 37-49 inclusive. In that prophet­
ic drama Jacob the father played the 
part representing Jehovah God; Rachel 
his wife, the part picturing God's organ­
ization ; Joseph, the part of Christ Je­
sus; and Joseph, together with Benja­
min, portrayed the "royal house" of God, 
otherwise known as the "body of Christ", 
or Zion; while Joseph's ten half brothers 
pictured those persons in the religious 
organizations who at first envy and ill-
treat the faithful followers of Christ, 
and who later have a change of heart. 
These form the multitude of good-will 
persons who, upon learning the truth, 
gladly devote themselves to the Lord. 
—Revelation 7: 9,10. 

The Bible record, in brief, is this: 
Joseph as a shepherd boy was sent by 
his father Jacob to ascertain the condi­
tion of the Hocks which Joseph's half 

brothers were attending. Joseph thus 
pictured Christ Jesus, the Son of Jeho­
vah God, who was sent to earth to look 
after the interest of the flock that had 
strayed away from the Lord. Joseph's 
half brothers hated him and conspired to 
kill him. Likewise, when Jesus came to 
earth the Devil put it into the minds of 
the religious leaders to get rid of Jesus 
by killing Him. Secretly plotting among 
themselves, Joseph's half brothers sold 
Joseph into slavery and be was carried 
away to Egypt. There, in due time, he 
became ruler over all Egypt and was 
next to Pharaoh himself in authority. 

A great famine came upon the world, 
but throughout the land of Egypt there 
was bread, due to Joseph's having bought 
and stored up corn for seven years be­
forehand. This part of the prophetic pic­
ture has had fulfillment particularly 
since World War I, even as foretold by 
the prophet Amos. "Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send 
a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hear­
ing the words of the LOUD."—Amos 8:11. 

This famine for want of the under­
standing of God's Word, due to the un­
faithfulness of the religious organiza­
tions, has now spread over all the world, 
but among God's faithful people there is 
an abundance of spiritual food, "meat in 
due season." (Matthew 24: 415-47) This is 
proof of the strongest kind that the ful­
fillment of the prophetic drama enacted 
in Egypt is now taking place. People of 
good-will toward God find no spiritual 
food whatsoever in the religious organ­
izations, and. being hungry and thirsty 
for righteousness, they seek Christ Jesus 
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the Greater Joseph and are fed by Him. 
The impartiality of the Lord God to all 
is shown by the fact that these come 
from 'all nations, kindreds, peoples and 
tongues' and stand before the throne of 
thoXord. Concerning these it is written ; 
"They shall hanger no more, neither 
thirst any more; . . . For the Lamb 
[Christ Jesus] which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of wa­
ters: and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes."—Revelation 7:9-17. 

Because of the famine Jacob sent his 
sons down into Egypt for food. They 
were brought before Joseph, lint thej 
failed to recognize him, A second time 
they came to Egypt and a second time 
they were laden flown with food, but this 
time Joseph's silver cup was concealed 
in one of their sacks of corn. On being 
intercepted as they were leaving, the 
cup was found in Benjamin's sack. When 
dragged back for trial, Joseph declared 
that Benjamin would have to become his 
slave and remain in Egypt. 

This decision brought great grief upon 
the ten half brothers, and Judah, acting 
as their spokesman, made mi impas­
sioned speech, pleading in behalf of Ben­
jamin and for his old father Jacob, who 
dearly loved Benjamin. Judah, in his 
eloquent and touching plea, said that he 
would become a sieve in Egypt in the 
place of Benjamin. The fervor with 
which Judah spoke proved that the ten 
half brothers were now of good-will 
towards Jacob and Benjamin, and 
though they did not recognize Joseph, 
supposing he was dead, they showed sor­
row for the wrong they had done to him. 
This great test upon them disclosed a 
complete change of heart and their will­
ingness to make any possible amends. 

And what did this test in the prophetic 
drama foretell! It plainly identified and 
foretold a class of persons in our day 
who at oue time were antagonistic to the 
consecrated spiritual children of God, 
the brothers of Christ; but who, upon be­

coming acquainted with the conditions of 
their own situation, show a deep contri­
tion of heart and a sincere desire to do 
good toward all- Toward Jehovah God, 
pictured by Jacob, toward Christ Jesus, 

Pictured by Joseph, and toward all of 
ehovah's witnesses on earth. 
The time came for Joseph to make 

himself known to his brothers. No doubt 
Joseph's brothers exhibited great fear 
when they recognized the one whom they 
had sold into Egypt ; and J oeeph, seeing 
this, said : "Now therefore be not grieved, 
nor angry with yourselves, , . . for God 
did send me before you to preserve life."1 

(Genesis 45; 5) In the fulfillment of this 
prophetic picture, Jehovah sent Christ 
Jesus to the world to save those who will 
believe on Him as the means of getting 
lift* hi this famine-stricken world, the 
One sent "to preserve life". (John S: lfl, 
36; 6:3o) God has made Christ Jesus, 
as the rightful ruler of tin* new world, 
"The everlusl mg Father" in behalf of all 
subjects of that kingdom. His kingdom, 
therefore, is the hope of all men of good­
will, and in His name shall the good-will 
persons of all nations hnpe.—Tsaiah 
9:6.7; Matthew 12:21. 

The subsequent dealings of Joseph and 
his ten half brothers with the Egyptians 
disclose the great responsibilities and 
requirements that are laid upon the 
good-will multitude at. t)w pr^enl tlm*. 
They must be fully and wholly conse­
crated to the Lord and must render them-
selves in full obedience to His com­
mandments and joyfully engage in His 
service. They must bear the life-giving 
message of truth to the people of this 
spiritually hungry world, the an t.i typical 
Egypt, to the end that those who are now 
in the world and who so desire may îeara 
the way of life and flee to the place of 
safety7 and preservation. There are yet 
many others of good-will toward God 
whom the Greater Joseph will gather and 
preserve through the threatening battle 
of Armageddon. 
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Sweden Thinking About Hell-Fire 
B y "Awake!" corre* pond ant In Sweden 

JUST before the close of the 1949 fall 
session of Parliament in Sweden a 

bill was passed whereby the salaries of 
the state church priests were increased. 
This meant an extra ten million kroner 
for the taxpayers to supply every year. 
And, although, the government pointed 
out that the clergy had had no increase 
in their salaries to make up for the low­
ered value of our currency since the 
beginning of the thirties, there came a 
lot of protests, and quite vehement dis­
cussions took place in the press and else­
where. The government's attitude toward 
increase of wages for other categories be­
ing very negative, as they do not want to 
lift the ceiling prices for most goods and 
commodities, and, consequently, must 
keep wages down also, many were asking 
what the priests had done that would jus­
tify their getting such a benefit at a time 
when taxes have rocketed sky high. 

Others asked of what use the church 
and her priests really are to society, and 
they began to concern themselves some­
what more closely about the teachings of 
the church. It was then found that the 
church is still holding to the teaching 
from the Middle Ages that there is a hell 
of eternal fire for unbaptized children as 
well as for the great majority of people. 
"Are ninety-seven percent of our people 
to pay taxes toward this institution?" 
one newspaper asked. "How much spirit­
ual darkness has not grown up out of 
this cruel teaching? How much of human 
suffering, how much distress of mind 
during a short earthly pilgrimage has it 
not been causing? How long will this evil 
game be allowed to go on?" 

One of the leading periodicals of the 
church, Var hyrka, took an eager part in 
defending the hell dogma, but stated 
(No. 49,1949) that "no one will go to hell 
who does not in the depth of his being 
desire to go there". To that some re­
marked that probably no one who has 

had his senses has ever been wanting to 
go to hell! "When some are frankly de­
claring that there is nd'hell in existence, 
one wonders how they have been able to 
acquire that interesting knowledge," the 
periodical stated, sarcastically. 

-The problem has recently been taken up 
without prejudice by an author, Morten 
Grindal by name, who wrote the book 
The Church's Hell and That of Dictator­
ships, wherein it was pointed out how the 
church's policy of scaring resembles that 
of the Nazis, The author holds that there 
is the same hatred and desire for power 
behind the doctrine of hell-fire as there 
is behind the attempts at dictatorship. 
The persecutions against people who dis­
agree, the many ruthless religious wars, 
and the extermination of millions of in­
nocent men have had their roots in the 
worship of a God who is supposed to 
have prepared, since He created the 
world, a place of fire and brimstone 
where more than ninety percent of all 
men are to spend eternity in conscious 
torment. 

Grindal knows that the truths of Chris­
tianity were taken away and heathen su­
perstitions substituted therefor in the 
fourth century A.D. : "In reality the coun­
cil at Niceae in 325 was one of the great­
est frauds committed in this world. 
There the work of the great Master was 
distorted in its very essence. Even to this 
day the world is suffering under the 
church's imperious command. Out of this 
false seed there must of necessity grow 
up much wickedness . . . The church was 
to become one of the greatest murderers 
in history."—Pages 128,129. 

Another Swedish author and liberal 
champion, Dr. Alf Ahlberg, wrote: "If 
the church does not do everything within 
her power to fight war in all its forms, 
she is making herself party to the crime 
of shedding all the blood that has been 
spilled in the earth since righteous Abel 
to the red cataracts of the last World 
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War." But many are protesting that it 
is already too late. The damage is be­
yond repair. A Stockholm daily wrote: 
"The hell doctrine is nothing but sheer 
absurdity. Instead of discussing in­
creased salaries to these hell preachers, 
the government ought to dismiss them or 
at least so arrange that the rest of hs 
would not have to pay taxes toward the 
spreading of such madness." 

Sweden is professedly a Lutheran 
country, but Luther's teachings were long 
ago forgotten. Some writers have proved 
that there never existed any creeds in the 
days of the early Christians, nor were 
such recommended by Luther, who said 
to the contrary: "Each one must be sure 
for himself that his belief is correct. In 
this matter no one must be forced." But 
the clergy of the state church are forced 
to preach according to the Athanasian 
Creed and the Augsburgian Confession. 
In the first-named creed it is stated that 
he who does not worship a God in three 
persons must be condemned to eternal 
torment. And the Augsburgian Confes­
sion states that it is absolutely essential 

to have been baptized as a child in order 
to escape hell-fire. 

It is not strange that thinking people 
are now beginning to ask whether it he 
right that men must support a church 
which is in this way keeping souls bound, 
in thraldom. The aforementioned au­
thor, Morten Grindal, whose book has 
become much spoken of and discussed, 
reckons that the time has come for hu­
mankind to rid themselves of the bar­
barian hell doctrine and of those who are 
teaching it, contrary to the commandment 
of love. The Nazi terror was terrible, 
but, writes he (on page 190), "Hitler and 
all the totalitarian tormentors and whole­
sale murderers were charitably humani­
tarians when compared to a single hell-
fire preacher. The unfortunate victims 
of Hitler did at least not have to pay 
salaries to their tormentors, but the reli­
gious leaders are exacting both salaries 
and collections from those whom they are 
keeping in bondage with the aid of the 
doctrines which they teach, doctrines 
that are both dishonoring to God and 
bereaving men of their common sense." 

Truth, in general, has become unpopular. Only when 
there is a possibility of personal advantage do the major­
ity of humankind show any concern for it. At other times 
it lies discarded, a forgotten virtue. How refreshing it is, 
then, to find an advocate of truth, one that will hold truth 
high despite the sneers or taunts of lying men! Such an 
advocate is the book "Let God Be True". Beyond contra­
diction it confirms the truthfulness of God's Word and 
shares in maintaining the' light of truth above the dark 
counsels of this world. A copy may be had for only 35c. 
If you favor truth, send today for your copy of "Let God 
Be True". 

W A T C H T O W E R 117 Adams St. Brooklyn 1, N . Y . 

1 wish to obtain a copy of "Let God Be True". Please setid me one for the 35c which is enclosed. 

N o m e . Street . 

City 

2$ 
Zone N o . State 
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MAY ^^^^mt 
V. N . Official Goes to Moscow 
^> U. N . secretary general Tryg-
ve L i e went to Moscow. ( 5 / l l | to 
confer with top Russian officials 
about his proposal to summon 
meetings' of the Security Council 
in which the nations would be 
represented by their foreign min­
isters or others of high rank. On 
May 13 he outlined his proposals 
to Soviet foreign minister Vishiri­
sky and to Andrei Gromyko, dep­
uty foreign minister. On May 15 
he had a 90-minute conference 
with Stalin. 

W a r Possibilities 
The first half of May saw var­

ied opinions regarding the possi­
bility of war. The director of the 
IT. N . World Health Organization 
declared that the nations must 
either cooperate or perish. The 
U. S. Defense and State Depart­
ments decided that at most there 
are about four years to build 
strength for defense against Rus­
sia. President Truman exprpsscd 
a contrasting view. He said ( 5 / 5 ) 
that he sees no alarming possi­
bility that the cold war will be­
come a shooting war, and he even 
promised to reduce the defense 
budget nest year. 

May Day Around the World 
The two gigantic demonstra­

tions in Berlin on May Day did 
not produce the anticipated vio­
lence, although a half million 
persons participated in an anti-
communist meeting In the British 

• ^ ^ ^ ^ 1-15 

sector, and other hundreds of 
thousands in the Russian sector 
hailed communism. The day'was 
marked with pomp in Warsaw, 
where 750,000 marched. Tn Sofia, 
Bulgaria, a quarter million per­
sons participated in the celebra­
tion. Twelve were killed in a 
May Day riot in South Africa. 
In Brussels ,100 steel-helmeted 
policemen with bayonets pre­
vented the socialist demonstra­
tion. In Belgrade the Yugoslavs 
put on a four-hour parade lam-
l>ooning Russia. Xew York city 
saw the shortest left-wing parade 
In years, but in Moscow more 
than a million civilians witnessed 
the biggest demonstration of So­
viet air might in history. 

Truman's Tour 
^> President Truman claimed 
( 5 / 7 ) that his 6,400-mile inspec­
tion tour of the Northwest was 
"nonpolitical". In the more than 
50 talks that he made in 10 states 
he said that he will not be scared 
by anybody who calls his Fair 
Deal socialism ; that he wants to 
balance the national budget, but 
will not do so ,at the cost of na­
tional security or progress; that 
the. Brannan plan to subsidize 
farmers is in the farmer's and 
consumer's interest; that the Xew 
Deal and Fair Deal have been 
the "salvation of private busi­
ness" ; that under free enterprise 
the country is doing wel l ; and 
that natural resources should be 
used to the people's benefit and 
not exploited by the greed of a 

privileged few. Republicans called 
the trip a "quarter-milllon-dollar 
junket" by our "commuting pres-, 
ident", and contended that it was 
definitely a political tour. 

The tour was climaxed (5/15) 
when a dazzling parade In Chi­
cago, lit by 2,000 torches and 
marching to dozens of bands, was 
followed by Truman's request for 
the removal of "some of the 
worst obstructionists" in Con­
gress who defeated repeal of the 
Taft-Hartley labor law and pre­
vented the enactment of the Bran-
nan agricultural plan and com­
pulsory health insurance. 

U . S. Strikes 
The 100-day Chrysler strike, 

one of the most costly In U. S. 
history, ended May 4. Its cost to 
the company, dealers, workers 
and suppliers is expected to ex­
ceed the $1,450,000,000 cost of the 
General Motors strike in 1945-46. 
, \ o increase in pay was granted, 
but the strikers won a pension 
for retired workers. 

The sis-day strike against 
several major railroads began 
May 10. Firemen on the New York 
Central, Pennsylvania, Southern, 
Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe, 
and Union Pacific struck in pro­
test to railroad refusal to meet 
their demands for two firemen on 
diesel engines, one to tend the 
engines and the other to stay In 
the cab with the engineer. The 
railroads contended that even one 
fireman has little to do but help 
the engineer wateh dials and 
track signals, because the diesel 
engines require little attention. 

Communist Jailed for Contempt 
^> Secretary general of the Com­
munist party of America, Eugene 
Dennis, who was found guilty of 
contempt of Congress after he re­
fused to testify before the House 
Committee on Un-American Ac­
tivities, began serving his one-
year sentence May 12. His con­
viction was upheld by the Su­
preme Court. 

55,000 Communists in tJ. S. 
<§> Communist party membership 
In the Ü. S. has dropped since the 
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war from approximately 75,000 
or 100,000 members to about 
55,000, according to J, Edgar 
Hoover of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

Canada Decides Not to Ban Beds 
# The Canadian House of Com­
mons <B/2) debated the best way 
to prevent the spread of commu­
nism. Prime Minister St. Laurent 
fe]t that the situation was Veil 
in hand and expressed disapprov­
al of the "sort of witch hunt" 
practiced in the U. S. In Us anti-
communist efforts. They voted 
against outlawing communism. 

Weapon Against Doukhobors 
^ » In western Canada members 
of the Douknobor sect strip nude 
and burn houses to protest world 
conditions and civil authority, 
but it is reported that the police 
are using a new weapon—itching 
powder. 

Two Canadian Disasters 
^ A raging fire fanned by winds 
that reached a velocity of 50 miles 
an hour whipped over the Quebec 
town of Rimouski (5/7) leveling 
much of the city, Including the 
courthouse, jail, convents, schools 
and hospitals. Two thousand were 
homeless and many faced a freez­
ing night In army tents thai were 
flown In, Hundreds of miies tc 
the west, Canada's second-largest 
city, Winnipeg, fled the rampag­
ing Red river. A fleet of 3,700 
cars and trucks and emergency 
trains carried fleeing citizens out 
of the city. By May iri over 
30,000 of the city's 320.000 pop­
ulation had fled, six square miles 
of the city were under water, and 
the flood's crest had not yet come. 

Inter-American Conference 
<^ The Inter-American Confer­
ence for Democracy and Freedom, 
which met (5/13) In Havana, 
Cuba, will meet every two years 
and have headquarters In Monte­
video, Uruguay. It states that 
Its purposes are to defend and 
strengthen democracy, and that 
it is opposed to "communism, to 
dictators and military govern­
ments, and to Generalissimo 

Francisco Franco of Spain". A 
Ntcaragnan exile condemned the 
XL 8. "policy of helping dictators 
in the Americas'*. The confer­
ence defeated Mexican resolu­
tions requesting that it condemn 
political action of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the Americas 
and approve a statement that 
North American monopolies are 
chiefly responsible for the growth 
of La tin-American tyrannies. The 
Cuban goverumeni denied that it 
ia hacking the conference, but 
Cuba's president Socarras sent 
word that he is In agreement with 
its purposes. Argentina, Colom­
bia and Venezuela oppose it. 

Haitian President Resigns 
# A Haitian political crisis 
arose In April when the Senate 
rejected a proposed constitutional 
amendment which would have 
made President Dumarsais Esti-
me" eligible to succeed himself. In 
early May there were demon­
strations in and around the gov­
ernment buildings and in the 
streets. The cabinet resigned 
(5/7) and President Estime's 
resignation followed (5/10). His 
last si* months were marked hy 
unrest and attempts to overthrow 
or assassinate him. An army 
Junta (a council) took over the 
government and dissolved Par­
liament 

Foreign Ministers Confer 
^ London was the scene of the 
"big three" foreign ministers' 
meeting (5/11 to 5/13). Britain 
was represented hy Ernest Bevin, 
France by Robert Schumon, and 
the V. S. by Dean Acheson. Mr. 
Aeheson had announced that the 
London parley was to seek "to ac­
celerate mobilization of the mor­
al and material strength of the 
free world". The ministers dis­
cussed (1) European economy, 
including the problem of what 
to do with Germany, and France's 
proposal for German participa­
tion En internationalization of 
Europe's steel industry; (2) de­
fense of Europe, which wan to be 
discussed further by the minis­
ters of the twelve Atlantic Pact 
nations in their meeting scheduled 

for the following week; and 
(3) defense of Asia, where the 
American government agreed to 
give aid to the French-supported 
government of rndo-China in its 
flght against communist Ho Chi 
Minh. The foreign ministers stat­
ed that It would not be possible 
to conclude a final peace with 
Germany as long as the Soviet 
locked its zone behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Finnish General Strike Averted 
<fr Over four thousand Finnish 
rail engineers demanding in­
creased old-age pensions struck 
(5 /3) , and in retaliation the gov­
ernment ordered a draft of train 
crews for military service, think­
ing that this would break the 
strike. The workers ignored the 
draff, the union declared it il­
legal, and a genera l s t r ike 
throughout the nation was threat­
ened as a protest. The general 
strike was averted only through 
a 15-percent increase in all union 
wages, and The rail strike ended 

when the engineers agreed 
to submit their request for a 30-
percent Increase in pensions to 
Parliament. 

Steel-Coal Pool for Europe 
^> A proposal to link the coal 
and steel production of France, 
Germany, and other European na­
tions was adopted by the French 
Cabinet (5 /9) . Tt proposes a mu­
tual agreement to equalize Euro­
pean steel prices and end the 
practice of double pricing (charg­
ing foreigners higher rate« than 
domestic users) for steel'a raw 
materials, a practice that great­
ly Increases the cost at European 
steel. European experts hailed 
the*plan. Russia called It a plan 
for ''powerful . . . armament 
rings". Prime Minister Attlee 
pledged "very careful" study of 
it in a "sympathetic spirit'*, uud 
Secretary of State Acheron said 
thsit the plan looked good to frfm. 

Austrian Elections 
^ Election of Lower Austrian 
burgomasters (mayors), in what 
were claimed to be the first free 
municipal elections there since 
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1929, brought a sweeping defeat 
( 5 / 7 ) to the candidates sponsored 
by the communist occupational 
authorities- The Communist par­
ty received only five percent of 
the total vote. The vote was 
called "an almost unprecedented 
defeat of the communists in an 
area under Soviet control". 

Polish-Catholic Pact Verified 

^ I s a communique signed by 
all the Polish bishops and read 
from the pulpits throughout Po-
YstaA, the w^ssaetrt. between ftis 
church and the state that had 
been announced April 14 was ver­
ified. Vatican circles contended 
that it was merely a "declara­
tion" and not a pact or treaty. 
It is reported that the priests 
agreed not to encourage or sup­
port the guerrilla hands that are 
opposing the creation of collec­
tive farms, and the government 
yielded to the bishops' request 
that the pope be recognized as 
the supreme spiritual authority. 

Bad Relation* Grow Worse 
In Czechoslovakia prepara­

tions for the fifth anniversary of 
Prague's liberation ( 5 / 7 ) includ­
ed praise for the Russian army 
and publication of a picture of 
the American bombing at PHsen 
in 1045, calling it "the barbarous 
American attack". Shortly there­
after (3 /11) forty of the sixty 
members of the U. S. Embassy 
made swift arrangements to leave 
Czechoslovakia after their safety 
was threatened. The U. S. retal­
iated for the second time in 
three weeks, ordering Czech con­
sulate staffs in the V. S. cut by 
two-thirds. 

The Czechs also ordered the 
British information offices in 
Czechoslovakia to close, and in 
retaliation the Czechs were or­
dered to close their institute In 
London and to have their em­
bassy cease its information work. 

Where Are the W a r Prisoners ? 
Russian announcement of the 

end of repatriation of German 
war prisoners ( 5 / 4 ) shocked 
hundreds of thousands of Ger­
mans who hoped that missing rel­

atives would be returned. Ger­
man authorities asserted that 
400,000 prisoners are still in Rus­
sia, and the German chancellor 
said that Russia once claimed 
3,500,000 German prisoners and 
had repatriated less than 2,000,-
000, and that "therefore the fate 
of 1,500,000 Is still unclear". 

Complaint was also made 
(5/10) that the Soviet had not 
provided an accounting of Japa­
nese prisoners. 

# The Turkish ' People's party 
that has been in power for 27 
years was defeated (5/14) by the 
Democratic party in a national 
election. Unofficial returns indi­
cated that the Democrats won a 
majority of more than two-thirds 
of the seats in the National As­
sembly. AH parties praised the 
government for its impartiality in 
administering the elections, for 
impartiatity Is something new in 
this land that has had a long tra­
dition of military rule. 

Pakistan's Prime 
Minister in U. S. 

•§> The prime minister of Pakis­
tan, Llaquat Al i Khan, Visited 
the U . S . ( 5 / 4 ) . H e was enter­
tained by President Truman, 
spoke before Congress, was a 
guest In New York, discussed in­
dustrialization of his country and 
asked for funds. H e declared 
that the people of Asia are "un­
der the impression" that the U. S. 
is interested only In the possibil­
ity of a Russian war, not in the 
"peace, of the world" , and re­
quested additional U .S . support 
for Asia. 

Thailand's Ruler Crowned 
<§> On a date chosen by royal as­
trologers ( 5 / 5 ) , at the moment 
deemed most auspicious by the 
chief astrologer, twenty-two-
year-old P h u m i p h o n Adtildet 
croivned himself King Rama I X 
of Thailand ( S i a m ) . During the 
ceremony astrologers worshiped 
his guiding stars before an altar 
of twenty-two candles. Later at 
the Temple of the Emerald Bud­
dha he paid homage ancl de­

clared himself defender of th« 
faith. 

Separate Peace for Japan ? 
^ The Japanese peace treaty 
came into the news several times 
in May. Premier Yoshida favored 
a peace treaty with the West 
even If China and Russia would 
not participate, and over this a 
no-confidence motion was Intro­
duced ( 5 / 1 ) in the Japanese Diet 
YoshIda's action was upheld by a 
two-to-one vote. Eight days later 
"he said "the United States has 
virtually entered into a relation­
ship of peace with Japan", and 
"Japan also has concluded a trade 
agreement with Britain and peace 
is now substantially restored", 
but other countries (presumably 
Russia and China) "do not want 
to conclude a treaty with Japan". 
Hence, lie felt that Japan's inter­
ests would be served by making a 
separate peace agreement with 
the Western nations. 

Australia Plans Modernization 
%e k program costing ^»4,uW>,UUU 
is under way in Australia to 
modernize communications, pro­
vide telephones or radio tele­
phones for isolated areas, make 
television available, and increase 
mail deliveries to her 8,000,000 
people. The project was started 
by the Labor government several 
months ago, but it is reported 
that the conservatives have 
adopted the program and are 
hastening it. 

Poverty and Hunger, 

•@> A t the World Health Organ­
ization assembly in Geneva, U. N . 
secretary general Trygve L i e as­
serted ( 5 / 8 ) that the "supreme 
challenge of the second half of 
the twentieth century" is pre­
sented by the 1,600,000,000 peo 1 

pie, more than half of the earth's 
population, "whose poverty, hun­
ger and insecurity must be sub­
stantially remedied if they are 
not to result in new and disas­
trous upheavals." He stated that 
this challenge cannot be met "at 
the snail's pace of today". 
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