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“Now it is high time to awake. Romans I3://

Volume XX XI

e, ——

YEAR” CRUSADE
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AGAINST COMMUNISM

PDPE Pros XII inaugurated 1950 as
“Holy Year” amid a great flare of
temporal glory, wealth and splendor, to-
gether with solemn ritual mingled with
a blaze ¢f color and spectacular pageant-
ry, the like of which i8 not displayed 'bﬁ
eqrth’s most royal potentate. Clad in ric
ceremoniel robes and surrounded by in-
cense burners, lighted candles and a corps
of high-ranking diplomats from the lead-
ing governments of this world, Pius took
a gilded hammer, tapped three times on
the mystic door of St. Peter’s basilica
while chanting in Latin, “Open to me the
doors of justice,” and the stucco door fell
in! Thereupon the bells of 400 churches
dolefully announced that Rome’s twenty-
fifth jubilee year bad ofticially begun.
The first Catholic “Holy Year of Jubi-
lee” was A.D. 1300, so designated by Pope
Boniface VIII. Large numbers of pil-
grims flocked to Rome “to the profit of
both clergy and citizens”, the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica tells mws. Thereupon,
“infallible” Boniface decreed that such
“holy years” should be celebrated at the
turn of every century. Other popes, haw-
ever, considered a hundred years too
long to wait and so “holy years” were
ordered. every 50 years, and finally at
95-year intervals, in 1389, The last
“holy yeat” launched, A.D. 1933, was an
extraordinary one slipped in by Pope

Pins XI on the 1900th anniversary of

Christ’s death, It was extended to Whit-
sunday, 1935.
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Now that the mid-twentieth-century
“holy year” is in progress, what may
we expoct? In his prayer Pius XII de-
seribed 1950 as “the year of the great re-
turn and of the great pardon”, This is
very significant, ag we shall see, Then, in
his Christmas message on the eve of the
“holy year”, the pope said he can “already
foresee” that 1930 is of great “impor-
tance for the coming half century”. “It
seems to us,” the pope continued, “that
the holy year of 1950 must be decisive.”
And again, he averred that this would be’
a decisive vear “for the future of the
[Catholic] Chureh”, which he further de-
seribed as the “echureh militant”. In
this send-off speech for the year the
pope called for a holy crusade against
communism.

In view of such ominous statements it
is not surprising that many guestions
erowd the mind regarding the impor-
tance, significance and consequence of
this year. Will another clerical-sponsored
crusade be launched? What are the pros--
pects for peace? Since Catholicism and
communism, the “churech militant” and
“militant atheism”, are politically at op-
posite ends of the international teeter-
totter, what bearing will this vear have
on the femperature of the “cold war”?
In short, what are the Vatican’s aims and
purposes during 1950 To aid in answer-
ing, we may well consider the Vatican’s
aimsg and purposes during’ the lest “holy
year” of 1933, and review the chain
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reactions set in motion by the Vatican
during that fateful year and thereafier.

Fruits of 1933 “Holy Year”

In his papal ellocution before the Vati-
ean Consistory on Mareh 13, 1933, Fope
Pius XI set forih in dark ecclcsiastieal
languoge what the Hierarchy’s anns
were for that year. First denouneing the
enemies of Lhe Church in the strongest
terms, the pope then made certain who
these enemics are by saying: “We refer
first of all to Protestant proselytisin, at
one time eautigus and cunning, at another
time unabashed and provecative.” God-
legs communizm, that is, comnunmsm mi-
nus Cathnlicism, was also donounced as
the Church’s enemy. Bestowing high and
elegant praige on Catholic Action, the
pope called upon this force to wipe out
these eremivy, In reality, if was a rally
of papal forees against all those opposed
to %’aticun schomes. It was r passionate
ery for another “holy crusade”.

Answering the call te action, madman
Hitler pre]fared for the ¢rusade. Listen!
erusader Hitler speaks:

My purpose i3 the subjugation of all races
and peoples and fo set up our magter race to

rule the warld. . . . Ewmpires are made by
aword . . . by theft and rohhery . . . by brute
force. . . . We shall proceed step by step with

iron determination . . . we shall be master of
the ecrth. . . . I have no vonscience. 1 shall
ghrink from nothing . . . we have noreruples,
. . . There is o sueh thing as truth. . . . We
arc at the end of the Age of Ileason . . . the
Teri Commondments have lost their validity
. . . the Sermon on the Mount ia for idints.
— History of World War 11, F. T, Miller, 45,

page 63,

It was such n man that the Catholic
Center party put in power. Ti was such a
1ann, & baptized and faithful son of the
Church, that became chancellor of Ger-
many on January 30, 1933, that received
virtual dictatorial powers on Mareh 21,
that ledd the Catholic erusade first against
Protestant Germany, and then against
the Protestant Allies. It was with such a
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mon and his Catholic government that
the Vafican signed a concordat,

A few days after Hitler was gsecurely
seated in the dictator's saddle, Pius XI,
on April 2, tapped three times on the
mystic door and officially opened the
“holy year”. Immediately Germany's
constitutional Weimar republie was
serapped; Catholic bishops and cler
rallied to Hitler's suppuri; the twentieth-
century Ilnquisition began; concentratinm
camps and torture chambcrs were eon-
structed ; anti-Semitism was unleashed:
Johovah's witnesses, the ontspuken foes
of papal totnlitarianism, were banned,
their Billes and literature werc burned,
and the American property of the Watch
Tower Society was geized. On July 20 of
that unholy year, Popnl Knight Franz
von Papen signed the concordat on be-
half of the Nazis, while Cnrdinal Dacellj,
now Pius XII, did the signing for tha
Vatienn, From then on the Vatican
marched erm in nem in faithful alliance
with Hitler and Mussolini as their ar-
Niies took over one country after another.

When the Nazis marched into Austria,
Cardinal Innitzer hoisted the swastika
atop his calliedral, declaring that the
fuchrer was “a man visihly hlewyed 'by
Providence”. When the Nazis eonquered
Slovakia, Roman Catholic Monsignor
Tiso was installed ax its ruler. When the
Nazis erushed Poland, Catholie priests
called upon the people to submit to Ger-
man rule. When the Nazis overran Prot-
estant Denmark and Norway {0 the
north, and the Low Countries and France
to the west, the Hierarchy's Quislings
and “ffth column™ were there to weaken
all resistance. Catholic Leopold of Bel-
gium was given haven by the Nazis from
the wrath of his own betrayed people,
and Vichy's puppet, Pétain, was put in
office and lauded bv the Hierarchy as
“the gouod Marshal”, Toe the sast, when
the Nazis turned on ithe Russians in a
“holy crusade” against godless eommu-
nism, the Catholic newspaper £ ffalta of
Milan told how the Vatiean's priesis [ol-
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lowed up and took over the churches
"with the consent of the German mililary
authorities”. (St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
July 23, 1942) Each vear during . that
frightfol struggle the Catholic lishops
of Germuny met at Fuolda and there
blessed and praised the crusade and
prayed for Jerman victory “on land, on

sea and in the air’.—New York Times,
December 7, 1941, ‘

“Bencfiis” of “Holy Year”™ Extended

. 'With the extension of that “holy year”
into 1435 the Hierarchy backed up Mus-
solini In his march ngainst Ftbiopia
and Albania. When brutish Axis armies
rapcd Ethiopia, 57 bishops and 19 arch-
bishops sent I! Duce a joint telegram
rending : “Catholic I'taly thanked Jesus
Christ for the rencwed greatnesa of the
country made stronger by’ Mussolini’s
policy.” (Osservatuve Rumann, Aug, 22,
1935) Blessing the rape, Cardinal Schus-
ter of Milan, on Uctober 8, 1935, de-
clared: “The Italian flag is at this moment
bringing in trivmph the cross of Christ
to Ethiopia to free the road for the eman-
cipation of the slaves, opening it at the
same lime (o our missionary propagan-
da.” Like a modern erusader, Archbizhop
Margotti jubilantly declared: “Italy has
Joined the anti-Bolshevik front with the
enthusiasm and faith of the ancient
erusaders.” (Now York Daily. News,
July 21, 1941) Catching up this phrase,
the [ascist press said that the war was
“crusade against the Russian alheists”.
—Kaonsas City Ster, June 8, 1942,

Call to mind also that it was Juune 3,
1933, when Pins X1, in his encyclical
Thlectissima Nobis, issued a declaration
of war on the demoeratie government of
Spain, and imposed upon it antomatie
excommunication, With the revolution-
ary sword forged hy the Vatican, eru-
‘sader Franco massacred 2,000,000 men,
women and children, overthrew the Span-
ish republie, and thus brought to a con-
clusion the Hierarchy’s “holy war”
Spain, The bishop of Salamanca, Cardi-
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nal Pla y Deniel, primate of Spain since

1941, tnrned his palace over for Franco’s

use during that wicked campsaign. (New
York Temes, September 3, 1945) “A.
Christian gentleman,” the .Hierarchy
enlled “Butcher Franco”!

In due time Japan joined the totali-
tarian-Vatican ecrusade against West-
ern democracy and Protestantism. One .
month after Pear] Harbor was bombed a
Japanese broadcast on January 9, 1942,
reported by United Press, stated : “M. O,
Daugherty, Irish archbishop for Great
Manila, and Bishop Madrigra, popal rep-
resentative in the Philippines, Thursday
pledged full-hearted cooperation with the
Japanese forces for the creation of a
new order in Kast Asia,” Then in June
of that yenr the Valicun opened up dip-
lomatic relations with this new partner
of the Vatican-Axis gang. Concerning
this the Japanese Times of Tokyo, said:

"T'he vaiee of justice has come from the Vati.
can. Never before has such wholchearted sup-
purt of Jupans present aclion in China been
given outside the nation. . . . There are al-
mast four hundred million Homan Catholicy
to whom the Vatican’s word is law. Thus it
may be enid that one-fourth of the pupulaiion
of the world is supporting Japan in the China
incident.

What This History Shows

Infamous and black as it is, this
running history from and after 1933
shows that the Vatican’s last “holy year”
touched offl a series of international fire-
bombs which set the whole world ablaze
in World War 1L. That was no mere ac-
cident. It was a planned crusade, planned
by the political architects of the Vatfican
who are determined, one way or another,
to bring all “wayward children”, mean-
ing the Protestants, Orthmlox and athe-
ists, back to “Mother Rome”. When the
Axis gang was at the height of its
glory, when developments were taking
plaee “according to plans”, it was boast-
ed that the Vatican-Axis powers were
engaged in a “holy crusade” for the pur-
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pose of blotting out the effects of the Ref-
ormation. This accomplished, the hands
of the elock would have been turned back
tg the time when the “Holy” Roman Em-
pirs roled under Vatican control.

In proof thut this was the overall cb-
jective of the crusdde, nole these star-
{ling statements. From the Nazi paper
Homburger Fremdenblatt, Mavy 15, 1940:
“It is not the revision nf the Versailles
Treaty which is the great thought wrilten
on the banner of the German trqops, but
the extinguishing of the last remnanta
of the Treaty of Westphalia of 1648 [the
treuty that ended the Thirty Years' War
in a Protestant vielory).” Amnin:

The German war aims were outlined tonight
ag & re-establishment of the Holy Koman Em.
pire by Dr, Edmund A, Walsh, regent of the
Foreign Serviee Sehool of Grargetown Univers
sity {a Jesuit university outside Washingion,
D.C.]. . . . Dr. Walsh said that he had heard
Adolf Hitler say that the Holy Roman Em.
pire, which was a (termanic empire, must Le re.
establicshed, —New York Timca, February 17,
1940,

Pgrallel Aims and Furposes for 1950

Now eongider how similar the Vatican’s
. overall purposes set forth in 1933 are to
her avowed aims for 1950, As then, so
now, “holy vear” has a twofold purpose:
religious and politienl. The religions pro.
ram endervors to stir up and stimulate
51!: ‘“faithful” to greater fervor, zeal,
devotion and service to the Church. (n
the political front, Catholic Action is
stimulated to emmsade against Protes.
taptism, Judaism, Orthodoxy and athe.
ism in an effort to bring back or “retorn™
these “orphans” to the Roman fold.
There are some very interesling details
in this double-purpose prezram.
Pilgrimages fo Ilome constitute an
important feature of the religious pro-
gram, The “holy father”, with gell.
assumed “divine” power, pushed aside
the sin-atoning merits of Christ’s sacri-
fice, and iu ite place deerced that any-
one coming to Rome this ycar may puar.

b

chase absolution from his sins as well as
special indulgences. Such a candy-coated.
promise shoyld eanse all eredulous Cath-
olics to hit the road for Rome. But if
any hesitafe, there are many other in-
ducements pffered the tourist trade. For
oxample, an athletiec echampiouship in
Italy is expected to attract 50,000 per-
sons. Also the saint-making ceremony of
canonizing and heatilying individuals
long dend will be repeated on four dif-
ferent oocasions. On another ocession it
i8 gaid that the pape will speak in a voice
morc afallible than God’s when he pro-
claime that the literal, fleehly body of
Mary the mmother of Jesus was taken to
heaven, This ghould he a wighl 1o gee:
the pope, a mere man, exalted ahpve the
Almighty God of the Universe, openly
contradicting God's Word the Bible
whieh says that “Aesh and blood cannot
possesa the kingdom of God”!--1 Corin-
thians 15: 50, Douay.

For the curiesity-scciters and souvanir-
collectors there are plenty of attractions
in Home this year, what with hadges,
gadgete and religious trinkete galore, all
esperinlly blessed and sanctified, not to
mention the “holy relics” that wil) be on
display, the antiquity of some reaching
back to the days of pagan Rome! The
great publicity and advertising given fo
thesc attractions are drawing over 1,000
pilgrimages with an cstimated 2,000,000
vigitors to Lhe city of Rome. Of these,
batwean 800,000 and 900,(00 will be for-
eigners. Some 10,000 were on hand for
the “haly year” apening ceremonies.

Great Year for Lucre-I.opers

Much of the noise nccompanying theee
pilgrimage parades comes from the band-
wagons of the travel ngents, steamshi
companiet and airlines. In their gree
for the bleszsed "holy vear” dnllars,
sqnabbles developed over fare prices to
and from Rome. A couple of airlines
cven got im an open fight aver which
shonld get the haul of business. Tt seems
the Vatican's commercial zeal and pas-
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sion for profits seized many inside and
outside the eountry. So much so that, in
spite of what are.termed “price controls”,
everyone along the routes .of travel is
doing & roaring big business. Especially
is this true inside %.ome. You must have
“egeorts” and “gunides”. A bed too and a
room you must have. You must eat. And
for all this you must pay, even before
you get to see the man from whom you
buy your indulgences.

“A holy vear isg & source of exceptional
revenue for Rome.” (New York Times,
December 17, 1948) The cost for a 12-day

stay is officially estimated at $96 over’

and above travel expenses to and from
Rome, and this does not include a pil-
grim badge yon must buy for $3 before
yvou leave the United States. No, the
pilgrims do not buy the buildings or beds
at these prices, for the United States
government already advanced $19,680,-
000 to pay for hotel and housing facili-

ties, So vou see everyone besides Rome -

pays for the buildings and nobody be-
sides Rome owns them,

Other unholy problems to be contended
with by “holy year” piigrims include
Rome's 7,000 pickpockets and 1,000 fe-
male thieves. Besldes these, there are
4,000 prostitutes ronning 722 bawdy
houses, and 6,000 free-lance harlots walk-
ing the streets of this “eternal city” of
wickedness. These too, to qnote the mis-
tress of one Roman brothel, are praying
for “a prosperous holy vear”.

The Vatican, while considering these
wicked excesses as unavoldable evils that
must be tolerated, endeavors to minimize
and mask them over with its own display
of architectural beauty, gilded glory and
splendor, works of art and relics of an-
tiquity. If the visitors to Rome, both
Catholies and non-Catholies, ean be awed
with thiz temporal magnificence, if they
can be .spiritually overpowered by the
mystic ritnal, chanting and idolatry, they
may return home convinced in their
minds that the Catholic Church is the
greatest power on earth and, consequent-
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ly, think 1t fatile to oppose her political-
Iy or otherwise, But whether .this su-
preme objective of the Vatican is accom-
plished or not, the pilgrimages to0 Rome
are swelling fhe papal treasury with
their riches.

In launching the 1933 “holy vear”,
Prus XI expressed the hope that it would
be “a year of great expiation and remis-
sion of sins”. All non-Catholics were
called upon to “return” to the Church of
Rome and receive remission for their
sing, Those that refused to be “convert-
ed” were run through with the Hier-
archy’s inquisitional sword, wielded by
the Axis crusaders, And while that eru-
sade met with some sueecess, as 1n Spain,
it came short of “converting” the whole
world. I{ence, in ushering in 1950, Pins
XTI repeated the ery for a “reéturn”,
praying that it will be “the year of the
great return and of the great pardon”.

Conched in the usual papal rhetorie
the pope pleaded that Protestants and
Greek Orthodox end all “separations”
and “schism” and be “harmoniously unit-
ed” with Rome. To the Jews he threw the
door open and bade thtm enter and take
part in the Vatican’s political plans and
schemes. To those Catholics who had
turned to communism, the pope said:
“For them there 1s only one remedy—
return!” This papal allocution, there-
fore, was a clear bid for all non-Catholies
to join hands with the Vatican on a co-
operative basis. It was a sly and suhtle
invitation, with no mention of uniting
on points of doetrine or teaching, Rather,
it was a call to unite 1n fighting eom-
munisin. If this could be aceomplished,
if on the one hand the Protestant and
Jewish half of the world could humbly
submit to Vatican~dictation and take up
the papal sword to bring the communist
and Orthodox half of the world under
the Vatiean domination, what a master
stroke of Jesuit diplomacy that wonld
be! If accomplished, truly 1950 will be
“the year of the great return” to the
Dark Ages!
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SCrusade of the Great Return”
PBut regardless of what action non-
Catholies take, whether or not they will-

ingly volunteer for the pope's army, the
Vatican is relving heavily on its old and

faithful weapon, the one that has heen -

tried and proved in many hattles, name-
ly, Catholic Action. As in 1933, so now
 the Vatican wasted no time wailing for
Protestants and others to “return”, The
dey after the 1950 “holy year” was
opened the crusade against communism
was announced. The following account of
it was carried on the frout page of the
New York 1'imes, December 26, 1949,
under the headiine: “Italian (‘atholics
to Start Crusnde Against Atheizm.”

Rome, Mee. 25-—Tustructions have been is-
guced to all members of Italian Catholie Action
to begin a nation.wide eruszde to make eon-
verts tg Roman Catholicism among the atheist
members of the Communisl and anticlerieal
partics and to persuade others who are still
nowinally Catholie to rcturn to the Churel's
fold. '

This movement, acecrding to Calhobic cir-
cles, will be known as the “Crusade of the
(ireat Return”. It has The implicit support of
more than 4,000,000 Calhulic Action membera
and hundreds of thousands of others who be-
long to lay Catholic organizations sueh as
the Marian Cungregation and the Froneisean
Tertiaries. . . .

The spiritual meaning of the opering of
the Holy Duour . . . according to the inter-
pretation of . . . very high Vaticun officials,
also had intcnded io symbolize the removal
of the barriers that divide believers and
unbelievers. .

Trenslated in practieal terms, this inler-
pretation, according to these officials, means
that Catholies must go out imto the field and
make converts among #Anbelivvers and per-
guede those who, although helievers ‘are ng
longer practicing Catholies “to return to
Christ”.

“*Phig will be done through intense Catholic
propapganda, these Cathohies said, whieh will
take Lhe form of large mectings, leetures, pro-
jeetion of films that describe and,portray reli-

gious sobjeets, a vast amount of litarature-
adapted to all levels of culture and many other
TNERILS, ,

Quick results eannot be expected, as they
will depend on the constant, tenacious but
slow work of persuasion, officialz explained.
Similar movements, according to Lthem, are ex-
pected to gtart in other eountrics.

As this year ralls on it will be interest-
ing to observe the “inany other means”
nsed hy Catholic Action in its eonversion
erusade againkt not only communists and
atheists, but also against other non.
Catholic groups. “Other countries,” it is
annoinesd, are scheduled to be scorched
with “similar movements™. Tn view of
the blood-chilling events that oceurred*
during the 1933 “holy year” and therc-
after, and in view of {he pope’s prognos-
tication that “the future of the Churc¢h”
13 at stake and 1950 “must be decigive”,
it ix nuybody’s guess at this time whether
Vatiean firebrands will succeed in Xin-
dling another world war. |

But regardless of the historieal events
recorded during 1950, one cannot help
buat wonder, int view of the lateness of the
times, if this is not the Ruman Catholic
Hicrarehy's last unholy “holy year”, Asr.
mageddon’s final war, “the battle of that
grent day of Qod Alnighty,” according
to the Bible, draws nearer and nenrer.
When it atrikes “as a thief in the night”
il will wipe out and destroy forever ali

-such eommercial-political-religious or-

ganizations as that operated by the Vat-
ican. (Revelation i6: 14; 1 Thessalonians
5:2,3) So let Lhe promoters of this
vear’s “holy” program make the most of
it. Let them ﬂgurish and grow up as the
springtime grass. And at the same time
let all people of gond-will, both Caiholics
and non-Catholies, who sigh and erv be.
canse of these and other abominptions
committed in Chrisiendom, rejoice io the
eomforting words of the psalmist:
“When the wicked spring as the grass,
and when all the workers of 1miqmity do
Aourish; it is that they shall be desiroyed
for ever.,” Psalm 92:7.
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LASKKA! ITow differently this Indian

name for “Great Tuand” appeals o
the varled:interests-—military, commer-
cial, political—who seck it, ench for his
own end. Fiven religion has ner stake in
the coastnl towns and the vast reaches
of the hinterland. }or these powerful in-
terests it may well become a pawn 1n the
internationnl game! ~

To the peoples “outside”, by which
term Alaskans refer to the States and
eluawhere, it offers a “lust frontier™ Ap-
gﬂﬂling‘, though dangerous and doubtless

lled with hardships, it is hoped that
in its l]Ilt.l‘H]llIllE!ltle [reshness, its vast
wealth ond resources, lie saccess and
hope. To those who merely like to roam
through far climes in imagination, it
may bring to mind the haunting phrases
of Robert W, Service: “And iey moun.
tains hemined youn in with a stlence yon
'most eanld hear,” and upon them is the
“gpell of tha Yukon”,

Alansks 13 all of these things and more!
Neither air executive, in a land where the
people travel thirty times as many. air
miles per person as in the United States;
nor the businessman, who. surveys prac-
tically untupped stores of forest, coal,
and metallic wealth ; nor the fishing mag-
nates, who take a hundred million fish
a year from Alaskan waters, dare esti-
mate the full potentialities. of this land
onee derided as “the ieebox” of “Se-
ward’s folly”.

~ Near Nome, standing on the Bering
sea, one can see with the nagked eve on a
clear duy the rugged shore of Siberia. Its
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™\ Knocks on the Door

of the Union

proximity to Russin was further em-
phasized when the T. 8. army delivered
thousands of plancs to the Russians at
Ladd Field, Foirbanks, Aloska. So easily
were thev ferried by the Russtana to
their own land, many generals doubtiess
meditated that thev, could as ensily be
flown back by enemiez. T'o Billie Mitehell,
late air-minded tactician of the army
who foresaw the attoek on Pear] I{arbor,
this had oecurred long before, He erys-
tilized his convietion in the now-famous
summary : “1le who holds Alaska, holds
the world.” Convinced of this, the gov-
ernment has built Fairbanks, located but
n scant ninety miles snuth nf the Arctic
Cirele, into a eity of nearly 10,000, Even
for passenger travel Alaska is an 1m-
portunt stopping plaee on the Great Cir-
elo Route to the Orient. One authority
phrases if: “I“rom our mainland via
Alnskn is the shortest and most service-
able skyway to the Old Waorld.” Also
speeding military endeavors is the fear
that “Alaskn mayv be the Pearl Harbor
of World War III"

Alaska as a Prospcetive Slale
In 1946 by plebiscite, the people of
Alpska voted three to two in favor of
statehood. According to late opinion from
a congressional comuiitee considering
. R. 331, latest proposed “enabling act”
to provide for. Alaska’s admission to the
Tnion, “a 90-percent group” of Alaskans
were asking for stafehood. Similar hills
have been introduced into Congress for
the last six vears. According to a recent
Gallup pole, 68 percent of the Amerieans
voted for Alaska’s admigeion. The army
and navy have offered no objection to
Alaska's entrance. President Truman ad-
vocates statehood for both Alaska and
Hawaii. Several admission bills such as
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the-above have readily passed the House,
bnt the Senate has so far declined paes-
ago. This deliberative body looks with
eritical appraisal at each eandidale for
statehood as a mother looks at her son’g
fisneée. Politically, too, the admizsion
of n state {(adding two senatore} car-
ties more importance for a body of 96
members than for the House with a
permanent membership set at 435, in
which Alaska wounld have only ‘cne
repiresentative,

Some opposition, however, to Alaskn's
admission 1s found outside the Sonate.
The late Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler,
president emeritus of Columbia Um-
versity, has warned the conminittee con.
sidering the hill that the geograpliieal
positions of both Alrskn aud lawaii
make their admission undesirable, Ife
argues (hat thev are not “contiguous
and compact” with {he forty-eight states,
Hawaii is 2,400 milez from the American
muinland, while betwecn Alaska and the
United States exiend 870 miles of Cann-
dian jand. Admitting that both have larg.
er populations and more wealth than
some of the states did at thelr admission,
he contends that the divergent interests
of four senators representing such dis.
tant outposts might well affect the
treaty-making activities of the U. 8. Sen.
ate. The major question, others nverred,
is what 1s hest for the Union a= a
whole. The argmnent 15 weakened, how-
ever, by the experience in the last war
emphasizing the neccssity of safeguard.
ing the interests and independence of
both Alaska's Aleutians and Hawan's
Pear]l Harbor.

Other arguments apply specifieally to
Alaska, Jack MeCord, enttle rancher miui
forty.year resident of the territory, ob-
jeets on the grounds of aa Increased
cost of statehood of about $0,00U.0Q0
which must be borne largely by 20,000
white property owners. McCord’s income
and population estimates (1947} appear
rather low in comparigon with the fig.
nres submnitled dunng the 1949 congres.
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sional committee hearing. The latter
population esiimale is given at 95,000
to 105,000, two-thirds of whom are white
Americans, The value of the salmon
pack (1947), chief industry, was placed
at $88,000,000; ather fish, such as herring
and cod, raise the total for fish to $107 -
(00,000. (This 18 =easonal occupation for
only about two months of the year and is
financed b!‘: absentee owmers, compluin
some Alashana.)

Like fishing, the mining industry, sec-
ond in importance, imports men from the
States for the major part of its labor
supply. Thua after a short season in
gold mining from spring to fall both the
personnel and payrolls leave Alaska.
Between 1880 and 193% Alaska produced
$7a9392,777 in gold, more than 108 liines
the purchase price which was so much
crilicvized by opponents of Sceretary
of State Seward, who nrranged the sale
from Russia, in 1867, (Purchase price
to Russia, $7,200,000) Conl valued at
$2,000,000 and plalinum valued at
$1,000,000 were reported ig 1547, The
trapping of pelts haa renched the 82,000,
000 lave); hunbering, chiefly spruce, ce-
dar and hemlock, brings in $3,(00,000.
These industrics plus the tourist trade
aocounl for most of Alaska’s incame.

Mapy believe, however, that with the
recenl enactment of a personal and cor-
porate income tax, passed by Almska’s
ferritorial legislature, Alaska will be able
o a{ford statehood. More than-$16,000,-
000 in federa) inrpme taxes was paid

by Alaskans in 1945, while much of her
farming and lumbering resources have
been hardly seratehed. The famous Mat-
apuska farming valley, with a compara-
tivelv mild climate warmed by an arm of
the Pacific reaching near its location at
the head of Cook’s Inlet, produces the
finest vegetshles. Residents of Juneau
declare that when focal produce is gvail-
able, the earrots mnd strawberries par-
ticularly are larger and tastier than any
in the States.

AWAKE!



Alaska’s problems spring chiefly from
its size and geographical location.

The Climale and the Country

If the territory of Alaska were super-
imposed upon the United BStates, the
southeastern point of the Panhandle
would rest near Savannah, Georgia, the
Aretic shore line would extend along the
Canadian boerder, while the southwestérn
Aleutian Islands (Attu) would touch Log
Angeles. This vast northland empire of
586,400 square miles is about one-fifth
the size of the United States and if ad-
mitted into the Union would dwarf the
state of Texas. The combined area of
Norway, Sweden and Denmark, which
have a “comparahle climate” and were
supporting a population of 13,000,000 be-
fore the war, ie less than that of Alaska.

Former sceretary of the interior, J. A.
Krug, gave 8 comprehensive summary
of Alaska’s three main elimatic divisions,
in the New York Times Magazine a
few vyears ago. “Southeastern Alaska,”
his article states, “the Panhandle strip
stretching down to within 700 miles of
the State of Washington, is a mountain-
ous farest country with some of the
world’s best fishing grounds off shore,
The southern coast, ineluding Kenai
peninsula and Koedink island [and the
Panhandle], is like southern Sweden and
Norway and is not unlike parts of Maine
in elimate and vegetation. The central
heartland of the Yukon and the Tanana
river valleys is similar .to the Swedish
and Finnish interior and again is not
unlike the high plainsg country of the up.
per Missouri Valley. The northern and
wegtern regions are like the northern
coast of the Scandinavian Peninsula.”
About one third of the Alaskans live in
the, Panhandle strip, another tiird in the
central heartland around Fairbanks and
Anchorage and the prosperous Matanu-
ska furming valley.

The Indizns live chiefly in the Pan-
handle and southern coastal area while
the Alcuts live on the Alaskan peninsula
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and the Alentian islands. The Eskimos
live in the north and west, doing much
whaling and trapping along the Arctie
shore, The terrain acenpied by the Eski-
mauan stock is a region primarily of
seacoast and tundra, lnrgely treeless and
frozen throughout most of the year, Thig
severe environment presented a chal-
lenge which the Iskimo had to meet or
die, On the headwaters of the Yukon
salmon are a great source of summer
food, while lake trout weighing up to
thirty pounds are caught in all seasona.
What the buffulo was to the Plains In-
dians the caribon is to the Indians of the
far north. Bears, including the grizzly,
polar and tremendous Kodiak or brown
bear, are hunted hy the Indians. Another
big fellow of the forests, the mooge, is
50 abundant in some sections that An-
chorage has an ordinanee forhidding
shooting them within the eity limita.

Civilization has brought the Aretie
and hinterland dwellers outhoard motors
for their whaling boats, “walkie-talkie”
radio sets for the small Indian villag-
es to establish communication, phono-
graphs on whick the latest records fur-
nish music in ice-windowed igloos
through the long winter nights, Civiliza-
tion, wiping out these advantages, has
also brought tubcrenlosis and venereal
disease, to which the ahorigine is twice
a8 valnerable as the white,

Comparison with Sweden

Further comparison of Alaska with the
Seandinavian peninsula should brighten
Alaskan hopes., Far example, Sweden,
with only one-tenth of its land arable,
and even adding that of Norway and Fin-
land, has less farming and grazing land
than Alaska, hut sapports 6,500,000 peo-
ple. The Swedish standard of living is
one of the highest in the world and their
longevity is only exceeded by the inhab-
itants of the Netherlands and New Zea-
land. The oniy Alaskan railroad, run-
ning through Seward and Anchorage to
Fairbanks, has a total length of 509.4
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miles, while Sweden has 10,000 miles of
railronds, mostly electrified, plus bus
and air lines. Untai the complotion of the
Alaskan highway through Canada, whicb
atill has not sufficient accommodations
for general travel, Alagka ecould be
reached only by water or air.

Bweden raizes her best potatoes above
the Arctic Cirele, 40-percent hetter. Her
wheat yield, on land no more fertile than
Alaska’s, ik 32 bushels per acre. Swedish
cattle are fattened on sawdusi Lransmut-
ed by chemists into exeeptionally fine
fodder. Alaska’s forest preserves are
not quite so extensive av lhe Scandina-
vian'a but they are nonetheless vast,

At least 100,000 Swedes own their own
boats. The ecooperative store ia developed
to a high degree so that all may gel food
cheaply. Besides supplying her own peo-
ple, S8weden exports bacon and other
products. The town of Siockholm has
much exceptionally, fine modern architec-
ture. Tt is set in a lacework of “countless
waterways, splashed by lakes ghittering
and glowing, and partitioned by streamns
rushing from the {JﬂkEE to the Baltic™.

All this could be Alaska’s and mere,
Alaska’s minera] resources are beyond
comparison with those of the Viking's
land. It has not only gold, but many
other minerals including tin, iron, cop-
per, platinum, lead, pctrolenm, tungsten,
molybdenum, marble, and so much coal
that nobody has ever been able lo esti-
mate how many billions of tons are wait-
ing to he developed.

Alaska’s two greut needs, so often em-

phasized by her friends, clearly appear
from this comparison: (1) adeguate
transportation; (2) capital to expand in-
dustry and develop resourees. In the new
world, when the Father of Lights makes
all land yield abundantly, Alagka, with
ite mighty forests, glacier-girdled moun-
tnins and seenic waterways, will doubt-
less rival in beauty other “gems of the
FPacifie”.

Moanwhile Alnska’s long fight [or
statehood goes on, According to estimate
it {nkes a year for a territory to become
a state even after passage by Congress
of the <cnabling act, and reguires the
electing of a constitutional convention,
whose constitufional draft must be rati-
fied by the president. In the last bill
Alaska’s proposed eonstitution called for
an arlicle prohibiting inolestation of any-
one’s practice of his religion. The chief
criticisin of the aet coneerned its ceding
only 2 percent of the territory to the
proposed state. Debate on this brought
out the inforrnation that the U. &, gov.
ernment now owns Y1 pereent of Novadn
85 mgercenl. of Arizona, 70 percent ntl
Utah, and 46 percent of Cnlifnrnin.

Alaska need not be discouraged. It
took seventeen bills before New Mexico
became a state in 1912, which, together
with Anzona, was the last admigsion.
Another year will doublless see another
bl introduced. According to the demoy
cratic system of sclf-determination in
government it seems that Uncle Sam is
oblignted to eventunally admit Alaska to
statehood.

s G sl

Great Writers Slightly Insane?

€ An erticle in 8 recent jssme of the British Medical Journal deelares that many famous
authors show symptomsa of being slightly insane. Listed in thiy classification are such great
pnames in English literature ns Bunyan, Shelley, Boaswell, Tennykon, Lamh, Buskin, Bums,
Johnson and Dickens. Svws of these, it is said, were fit for the insane asylum, while othern
are just elazsifed as altoholies, drog addicls, menic depressives, or achizophrenics nnd
psychopaths. Presumably it takes move braine Lo reach these conclusivns ihan the gréat
mastera of writing had. Dut the author of thie brainy articlé, though be does writs, wonld
probably be insuited if ealled a “greal writer”. He says he is simply & brain specialist, hia

name ineidentplly being De, R. W. Brain,
12

AWAKE!



By “Awake!” correspondent in Panama

HAPPY exception to the reputation
gained by most zoos 1s that of Pan-
ama’s island zoo in Gatun lake. No na-
ture lover need fear that he is there
observing an unhappy animal population
that would far rather be somewhere else.

When Gatun lake was formed in the
Panama Canal by piling back the waters
of the Chagres river, many hilltops he-
came islands, As the rizsing waters inun-
dated their feeding and breeding places,
the animal inhabitants migrated to the
largest of these new islands, Barro Colo-
rado (Red Clay), covering six square
miles in the middle of Gatun lake. On
behalf of these “displaced parties”, the
governor of the Canal Zone in 1923 de-
clared Barro Colorado island a forest
preserve, where wild animal and plant
life would be free to thrive unmolested.
A trip to this unusual zoo to watch ani-
mals, birds and insects iving in the man-
ner of their ancestors and free from
man’s interference will prove interesting
and enjoyable.

We cross the Iake by native cayuco,
clamber ashore, and immediately realize
that this isle boasts a form of life unusual
in most zoos—insects., The first to be
noticed are the ants, for the most easual
visitfor will observe their bare, well-
packed roads ahout four inches wide run-
ning through the thickest grass for as
far as half a mile. Over these “sail” the
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Attas, or leaf cuttets, carrying
overhead a fragment of green leaf
larger than themselves.

There are other ant inhabit.-
ants. Note the giant Congo ant, an
inch in length. Don’t shake hands,
though, as he stings like a hornet.
A sweeping gaze upward may re-
veal beautiful “icicle” decorations
hanging from trees, sometimes as
high as eighty feet above the
ground. These are the work of
the Azteca ants, the papermakers,
They industriously chéw up bits
of wood or plants and glue it to-
gether with secretions from their months.
The resuit is the very thin vyet tough
paper forming their iciclelike nests. Ant-
dom’s militant black army ants, the
dreaded Keitons, are also evident. These
meat eaters are often heard before they
are seen, asthe snap of their great sickle-
like jaws can be heard several feet, and
they travel in regiments.

Inquiringly, now, we note underfoot
and from a nearby trce a long narrow
tube of a durable paperlike substance.
Tracing it upward brings our gaze to a
foothall-shaped nest of the same material
—the home of a family of termitcs. The
termite is a habitual “subway commuter”,
as he dislikes light, wind or moist air;
and these tubes of masticated wood and
clay provide his transportation, In the
order of size, termites are divided into
three classes: queens, kings and workers

~ {as the names imply, the proletariat sup-

ports the royalty). Every spring, baby
kings and quecns, born with two pairs
of wings each, catapult from the nest
through holes in the walls made by the
workers, After a few hours’ flight they
bite off their own wings and settle down
to domestie life and the chore of pro-
ducing the next generation. Every house
owner is aware that
the termite’s chief
diet is wood!

Much propaganda
has been circulated




relative tb spiders. However, a cloger in-
vestigation of their habits here in this
wild-life “proruised land” will aid in eor-
recting some of it. Strangely, spiders are
more easily located at night than in the
daytime, due to the pin-peint gleam of
greenigh-blue light reflected from their
eycs in the flashlight's heain. One of the
spider clan, the scorpion, whose painful
sting, conirary to popular belief, is not
fgtal to humans, is a night hunter, Catch-
ing beetles and other prey in its erawfish-
like cluws, it hringas its jointed tail n
over its body and pierces its victim, an
poizon flowg into the wound.

Northerners tsually fear the hideous

tarantula with its body of twa inches and
lag spread of seven. 1t, too, resides here,
Though itu bile inay he fatal to a pereon
in poor health, tha natives seem unafraid
of it, The tarantula has Hs nemesix in
the turuntula hawk, a large warp whose
sting paralvzes the larantnla. In this
nonresistant state he ie dragyged ofl to
the hawk’s nest to bceome food [for
young waspa.

One inseet wo do not wish to contact 18
the red bug. Too small t6 see, the first
awareness of his presence comes from
intense itehing of the skin under which he
has burrawed! Sced ticks are similur,

hanging thickly on jungle foliage. They

may strike at any passer-by, and can
bore through anything shart of leath-
er, Though fatal to northern livestock
gtrains, the native breeds are immune
to them.

We are ready to turn our back on the
ingsects when 8 race treat eatches our
eyes: & qucer little wormlike creature
gbout an inch and & hali long called

“peripatus”. Peripatus 1s apparently a.

eross between a worm and an insect, hav-
ing rowa of fat legs arrenged in pairs
glong its xide and & real henrt (unlike
warts }. Like insects if breathes through
air tubes. Its velvety skin is light hrown
with & durker stripe down its back, and
above its eyes it varries a pair of an-
tennae almost ae long as its body. Iis
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fragile egge are carned wnside the moih-
er's body unfil they hatch.

Snakes and Lizards
1t would hardly be natural if, in this
jungle wonderland, we did not fcel the
pangs of fear of the typical tropical ter-
ror-——snakes! Dreaded reptiles, long und
sleek, hanging from every other tree.
Though comparatively few are found in
Panamsa, Barro Colorado island shelters
repreaentafives of many tropical species,
Here,for instance, one
might have the question.
ablo pleesure of making
the acquaintance of the
vipers, Take the tree vi-
per. (Ur perhaps you'd
rather not!} He 18 & free dweller, swing-
g from limb (o limh and feasting chief-
1y on birds, His olive-green und yelluw
camouflape adds to his doadly aceuracy
in picking off his prey, and there may bc

a8 much as three feet af fength (o one

snalke,

But if you think that's a long story,
take a look at Mr, Bushmaster; but be
aure yvou look first. The bushmaster, of-
ten weven feet long, 18 second only to the
world’s largest pnisonous snake, king
cobra. A colorfu) character, the dreadad
bushmaster 13 marked with brilliant
black saddielike markings on & tan or
rcddish-yeilow background. Other rep-
tiles present include the mild-mannered
poisonons coral snake, the long hended
trea snake, the blunt-hemled snake and &
relative of the northern blacksnake.

Then come the snapping crocodiles and
the lizards. The anolis or alligator lizard
s five inches long. Tts short front legs
and long hind ones enable it to jump like
e kangaroo, thirty inches to the hop.
Vacoumn pads on his twenty long toes
help him to elimb, and his favorite posi-
tion 1s head downward on a tree tronk,

Of more consequence in public life is
the igunna, a five-foot dark-greenish
lizard with yellow flanks and a pinkish

“ruff of spines running down its hack. It
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is highly prized by the natives for food.
Think you would skip it at a dinner
table? Careful, then, if dining out in
Panama, as there the “chicken” on many
restaurant menus is none other than
“Brother Iguana” in disguise!

Rird Life

Now, eyes aloft! The greatest pride of
the Isthmus is in its bird life. On Barro
Colorado size alone limits the variety.
Almost any time one peers skyward he
will glimpse the ominous vutture. Having
an astute sense of smell, this valuable
scavenger 1s usually circling above o
carcass even before 1t stinks to the hu-
man sense of detection.

More military, the brown pelicans pa-
trol above the island in V-shaped forma-
tiona. Other flitting silhouettes ngainst
the blue are the grackles. These raucous
long-taifled creatures are black as the
blackbird and as impertinent as the spar-
row. They thrive as well in the city as n
the wild.

Like light planes taxiing on an air-
strip, you watech the jaganas skipping
over & lake of lily pads., Or in a lagoon
one may spy an ares as great as half a
eity block dotted with black heads, This
announces a fleet of submerged cormo-
rants or “fish ducks”. These amphibious
nireraft can fly heavily
a few feet above the wa-
ter or sink the body be-
neath the surface sub-
marine style, using the
head as a periscope. In-
deed, with each new introduction to a
different form of wild life, one becomes
increasingly aware of the magnitude
of creation and of his own elementary
knowledge.

Turning for a final panoramic view of
nature’s “Treasure Island”, we eatch in
our gaze still more unique creatures.
There is the coati, first cousin to the
grizzly bear and raccoon, He looks like a
small brown doglike monkey and i3 fre-
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quently seen traveling incognito in com-
pany with monkeys. He has a probing
snout and-is a savage fighter against his
predatory enemies, dogs and hawks, but
makes a docile, clever pet.

Now meet the shy
night-riding tapir. Four
{ feet high and tipping the

)3} scales at a ton, that is
venadmaly, My, Tapir. His power
and express-train speed
strike fear into the natives,

Here, too, are many varieties of mon-
keys, a few deer, jaguars and ocelots of
the feline family, the large two-foot ya-
guarondi or chicken cat, wild pigs, ar-
madillos and red-tailed squirrels. Also,
say good-bye to the mnequi, a peeuliar
combination of a head similar to a rab-
bit’s and a pig’s body.

But speaking of peculiar fellows, none
exeeeds one of the igland’s star boarders,
the sloth, Built like a shaggy doormat
and topped bv a mirror-crackineg face
resembling an idiot monkey, he gains his
name no doubt from his complete allergy
to work. Sleep is his favorite sport, both
indoors and out, and his greatest exertion
1s going after a few greenleaves for food.

No matter when we leave we will have
to miss part of this teeming “zoo of
zoos”. But now, at last, farewell sloth,
coati, jagana, iguana, anolis, birds and
all the inhabitants. It is night now and as
we etnbark in our cayuco we wave adien

_to the last occupanis we see, the preva-

lent bats now soaring high against the
moonlight like guardian night watchmen,

Inadvertently we think how, in eom-
mon with mankind, animals find peaceful
life with contentment a rare thing on
earth. We think what a boon will be
brought to all forins of life then provided
for, when the long-promised new earth
under God’s kingdom government brings
divine rule to all, providing a glorious
home for man and waking a covenant
with the beasts.—Hosea 2: 18,

15



Last of the Agtec Emperors

By “Awaks!™ sorresponddent ln Mexicn

WHEN the pablio press carmed the story abant
the supposed Jdiscorery of Peter’s bonas
in Rome it araused much romment throughout the
world, But in Mexico it, was the snnnoneement
of another dikcovery that stirred up the greatest
interest On September 26, 1848, tbe orually
peaceful littlo town of LleheateopaAn in the south-
weatern pert of the republic was suddenly chaken
oit of its tranqnillity by Lbe clanging church bella,
_As the people gathered to learn what had bap-
pened ileir interest was ocentered on a ETAY-
haired epectacled ludy, With tears in her £yce she
announaed : '"The retmaine af the last vuperor of
the Aztecs have been found.”

® You woddec why thix annsanecment ie of sneh
groat importaner! Tt is becawse the last of the
Azteo emperors, Cuaubtémoe, is one of Indian
Menxico’s greatest heroes, o legendary tdigure eher-
ighed in the hearts of the Mexicans, In 1520, when
Cuauhtimoo was 8 stalwart young werrior of
gighteen years, Herndn Cortés the Spaniard, was
in the proresa of conyuering the Aztec civilizabon.
Montazume, then king of the rich Azlee ewpire,
kad given contly gifts to Uortée, and had granted
many requesi®, cven at the expepac of his ouwm
peaples’ livew. It apprared that Muuteznma was
still king, but in reality be was Cortés’ prisoner.
This situativn caused Lhe Artee warrors to lose
eonfldence in their kiog, apd in the revolt that

followed, led by UCopaunhtémoe, Cortés and lus

forees (led the Artec capital; now Mexico ety

¥ A vear later, when Curtés again laid mege to
tha Agteo capital, Cupuhtémoe Was empervr, and
though he distinguished himself by his bravery,
famina and pestileuce pmong his people finally
foroed him to surrerder. Obzessed wilh Ure demre
for riches, Cortés then subjected Cnanhtémos to
flindish torlures to force him to tell where the
hidden treasures were, A famvus historieal paint-
ing of the seene ghows a Spanish groldier burning
Cuauhtémoc’s oil-covercd feet with liery ocoais,
while hefore him stund Coriés, a Catbolic pricst
holding a erweily, and s third man with pen and
paper waiting to write down the statement that
was néver forlhiomipg, Cuauhtémoe refused to
talk. 1t ic this Indinn bravery snd sloicista that
is idolized ma the beritage of the Mexizan people
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¥ Becanse of Cuauhténoe’s power over the peo-
ple, Cortéa deemed it hedt ta keep him alive and
under survcillince rather than put him to death.
However, somwe time later whoen the Spanish con-
gnest wrs pnshad inte Honduras, Cuauhtémoe
woy saspectod of plotting rebellion with ather
Ariec nobles, Then and there Cortés had Cusuh-
Limaa hanged along with niye others, and that
wad the laat heard of this legendary Aztee until
recently.

® The rest of the story has®™een pieced together
from a frayed vellow mamnreript and sacted éra-
ditions that bave yceently aama to light. It seems
that 13 duys afler Cuaubtémoe was hanged, 33 sol-
diers deseried Cortés, returned w e scene of the
crime, took the body down, emhalmed it with
aromatic herhs, and for four venrs earmed it
seeretly from one place Lo enother, until it was
finally buried in Icheateopan jn 1520,

“® Bored on this information pyeavations in the
colonial church of Sants Maria de Asuncin led
Lo the diseovery of a stane-covered veult with the
ipseription: “Hey, 4 B, COATEMUOC” {King and
Lord Cunubiéivoe ), Inside with Lhe sheleton were
37 beads, 2 rings, 3 eut amethysiy aud a lnrpe
uncut dinmond. News of the disenvery spread like
wildfire, by telegraph mnd tclephone. President
Alemfin waa notifled, The guvernwr of the state of
Querrere perronally visited Tehoatenpan and ar-
ranged do turn the little village inte a firet-cless
gbrine. All talk of trausferring the remains to
Mavieo ecity meets with stiff opposition. The
townspeople contend that bevipg jesiously guard.
ed the remains for centunies, any aften:pt now to
move the bones will mean blopdsbed.

¥ Now the people of Mexico have what yome of
tbern waut—another here to vencrate and wor-
ship! One soggestion heard is (Lat atop a lofty
mountain peak a statoe of Cunuhtéimoe be raised
te perpetnate hiz memory. When a newzpaper
writer refers to iLis as the ““Sinai of Mexico®, it
ealla to mind snother great lpader, Moscs, whose
body alse disappenred at iz desth. But in thet
instance Jehoveh God disposed of the body, See-
ing bow eager men are to worghip even the'bones
of s ercature instead of worshiping the Creator,
we appreciate God's wmizdom i doing so.
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BIRTH OF

By “Awake!” correspondent in China

VER since the ancient (Greeks took

the word demos and combined it
with their word kratos to make what
the ]’Jnglish language voices as “democ-
racy”, it has been understood that a gov-
ernment bearing the label of “demoe-
racy” is a government of the people; by
the people, and for the people.

But there are many countries claiming
to be democratic or
ments” whose governtents are not hern
by the practice of suffrage. In some of
these eountries guerrilla units manage to
develop into a hard- hitting army that ul-
timately scores enough vietories to be-
come a major power. It then drives out
the existing government and produces a
new s¢lf-appointed government to take
the place of the former one, All thisis ac-
complished presumably for the good of
the people. The vicetorious army is then
hailed as the people’s army; the new
government ag the people’s governinent,
the laws of the eountry become the peo-

ple’s laws ; and its courts are referred 1o
as_the people s courts under the jurisdie-
tion of the people’s tribunals. In fact,
never before in the history of the coun-
try have it people been made so con-
scions of their pride of possession!

1t is somewhat diflieult to analyze the
class of people particularly henefited by
the People’s government. Certainly the
man in the street hag nothing to say in
the matter. He has no guns, bavonets,
tanks, aireraft, ete., in his personal pos-
session but, theoretically, he holds a
share in everything produced by the
new reforms sweeping his country. He
is only aware of the fact that there are
a couple of armed scntries at the corner
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“people’s govern--

of bis street and
at almost every
other street in-
tergection to re-
mind him of his
appreciation of
the new People’s
government. Howcever, this article is not
designed to disenss such democracies
generally, but to introduce the reader to
a neweomer to the field of world demoe-
racy, namely, “The People’s Dermocratic
Dietatorship” of China. The title is a
queer one, granted, for usually demoe-
racy and dictatorship do not live to-
gether, hut you will see the thought be-
hind th@ combination later,

Rise of the “New Democracy”

The Kuomintang, or Nationalist rule,
althongh adopting for its pdrtv s use the
mmposing titie of “demoeracy”, did but
little for the people. It 1s true that cer-
tain liberties were enjoyed under its re-
gime but the actmal hencficiaries were
the war lords and ‘their families, some

wealthy merchants (usually kin to the

war lordg) and government officials. Fhe
bribery, corruption, extortion and finan-

“¢ial specnlations which resulted from

these “special privileges” finally brought
the Ruomintang regime face to “face w 1th
an opposing foree. An uprising of the
people? Not exaetly! It was the fulfilled
ambition of a farmer's son to lead the
opposing faction.

The vear 1949 saw the vietorious Tled
armies, under that farmer's son, Mao
Tze-tung, pouring aeross the langtse
in hot pursuit of the fleeing Nationalists,
Tu their turn the cities of N an]qng, Tient-
sin, Shanghai, Hankow and Ningpo fell
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to the Beds. Antumn saw the new south-
ward drive on Canton opened.

In the meantime, while the southward
drive on Canton eontinued, China’s in-
ternal affaira were breught into the lime.
light, In Peking, now utilized as Red
China’s eapital, & lJarge committee of the
Communist party settled down to the
mammoth task of forming China’s new
government. This meeling was called
“The Chincsc Peog}le’s Political Consnlt.
ative Conference”. Article 11l of the
Organie Law of the Central Deople’s
Govérnment, reads: “Prior to the con.
vocation of the Al-China People’s Con-

rens lhrough universal suffrage, the

rat session of the Chinese People’s Po-
litical Consultative Conference shall ex.
ercise the powers and functions of the
All-China People's Congress, enact the
organic law of the Central People’s Gov.
ernment of the Pcople’s Republie of
China, ¢lect the Central People’s Qovern.
mont Council of the People’s Republic
of China, and vest this Council with the
power of exercising state authority.”

By this we note that from the depths
of & powerful and victorious army, a na-
tion’s government eamw into existence,
‘Indced, the whole governmental strue-
ture, complete with ita power, armies and
equipment is Mao’s persona] gift to the
people of China. Do they want it? That
1t not the question. If they refuee the
gifl they are termed reaclionaries! Ar.
tiele JIT alse promises them a voice in
the govcronment at some future date, bat

that is for the future to decide!
1t iz most difficult to ascertain the re.
action of the people to whom all this
allegedly belongs. Oune cau say with sare.
ty that when the People’s Liberation
Army (P.L. A.) wns still north of the
Yungtse, Shanghal’s civilians were nat
in the least Commumist nor were they
fervently Nationaliat. They went about
their daily tasks without any political
conviections, like n people whose future
fato weas not theirs to decide. At that
time some labor troubles occurred and
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were quickly suppressed by loeal police
patrols armed with machine guns, Exe-
culions were fairly frequent: inflation of
currency warsenwd ; prices soared to new

heights and the black market flonrished.

Shanghai in Wake of Red Armies

Then the oecnpation of Shanghai took
place on May 26, 1949, as the P. 1, A.
easily broke over the Yangtse defenses
and ronted the remaining Nationalist
forces. A quiet expectancy was the gen-
eral attitude of the peopfe. What now?
Surely things conld not be much worse.

The law and order maintained by the
P. L. A. forces was amazing! There were
no riots or looting, and public life went
on a8 usunl. Each strect intersection wes
patrolled day and night by armed sen-
tries who were for the most part quiel
and unassuming but exceedingly well
trained. There were, of course, a few
“lane and passageway searches” for en-
emy agents of the defeated Nationalists,
but no military aetion. The P. L. A, forees
made a very favorable nmpression on the
populace by their striet adherence to
military diecipline and neninterference
with the pecple. There was no compar-
ison between their behavior shd that of
the Nationglist treops, who were ill-
equipped, riotous, criminal and danger-
ous. The latter gained quite a reputation
for manhandling bus and tram condue.
tors, clncmn manpoagers and uwshers, in
fact, anyone who stood in the way'ef
their obtaining pleasures free of charge,
and in their last few dayve in the city the
took to plundering and looting at wil

For a short time the black market
flared up anew, but was crushed to 8
minimurn most efftciently, withont the
former nerve-racking aids of screaming
police sircns, armed poliee patrols, mass
arrests and executions. Instead, orders
weTe quietly issued to agents of the black
market, and its operations antomatically
ceased. Perhaps the quiet and efficient
street-corner reuiries had somelhing to
do with the orders’ heing carried out, yet
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they were never aeen to be in action.
. Then tho now ecity regulations came
into force. Conched in mild terms, and
more oT less expected, they brogght or-
derliness te the city., Exchange of cur-
rency wae fairly computed and fixed and,
except for a slight upward trend now and
then, romained much the same. A Parity
Deposit Unit based on the price of cssen-
tinl Toodsiuffs was also effected, and
helped grestly in stabilizing the prices.

People soon began to appreciate the
increasing efficiency of the new nadnrinis-
tration, The People’s court eut away
much coatly “red tape” and opernted on
8 friendly arbitration basis, Disputes
ware amicably settled; apologies, the or-
der of the day; punishments were merei-
ful and iompuratively lenient; execu-
tions wers ahaent,

New learning in all branches of social

life became apparent, At the police cen--

ters lectures were given daily showing
the evils of n cormpt polico foree and
deploring the practices of extortion and
bribery. Taday one never witnesses the
pight of a policeman cruclly beating a
¢oolie, whereas this used to be a common
veenrrenee i the daye of the I{vuomin-
tang administration.

All the local schools received new text-
books and taught their pupils the new
pptriotic songe, which are now fervently
sung all over the city. These songs, fash-
Wned like the “sawdunst” revivalist's
hymns, extol the virtues of the new China
state and laud the heroism of Mao Tze-
tung and the eople’s Liberation Army.

Formerly, under the Kunomintang re-
gime, labor meetings were not tolerated
and labor deputations to the manage-
ments were limited to only one or two.
Now gtrong unions flonrish and amalga-
mating of lahor is encouraged. The fae-
tories with approximately 3,0() workers
have one union chief over them, and he is
answerable only to the Central People’s
Hovernment Council. The 3,000 workers
are then divided into small groups under
deputy leaders and finally into groups
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of abont #en to fifteen under & steward.

Of course, this new method of arbitra-
tion between management and labor
works two ways. It preventa.the manage-
ment from impasing on laber, but it also
holds labor close to the C. P. G, (. Con.
sequently, every worker is under gurveil-
lance. Tf he does not cooperate fully with
the new “democracy” he must learn to,
and if afier a pcriod of learning he ia
atil of the same atiitude, he i3 labeled
a “reactionary” and is dismnissed from
cmployment.

Birth of Chinese People’s Republic

When the Chinesc Pcople’'s Politieal
Consuliative Couneil (C. . D). C,) was
officially opened at Peking on Seplem-
ber 21, 1549, at 7 p.m,, the opening speech
wax Ipade by Chairman Mao Tze-tung.
In his opening address Chairian Mao
snid: “The present . P. P, C. in Ching
i5 convoked on an entirely differont basis
[than that of the oue conducted three
vears earlier with thie Kuomintang]: il
represents all the people and reeeives
the suppact. of the entire people. There-
fore the C. P. P. C. has been declared to
assunie the responsibilitics and functions
of a nalional people’s assembly, We have
now accomaplished these tasks. We have
now united together, overthrown domea-
lic and foreign oppressors through the
people’s war of liberation and the great
pcople’s revolntion and declared the for-
mation of a Chinese people’s republie.”

In concluding, Mpo stated that Chi-
na’s population was estimated at 474 mil-
Lion persoms covering an area of 9,597,000
syunare kilometers, that the Chinesc peo-
ple will emerge on the warld as a nation
of high cultural standard, and he said:
“Our national defense will be consoli-
dated, therehy preventing imperialists
from invading our territory anymore.
. . . We shall have not only a mighty
army but also a mighty air force and o
mighty navy, Let our domestiv and for-
elgn reactionary cliques tremble in front
of us. . . . The undannted spirit and ef-
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foris of the Chinese peoples will definite-
ly erable them tn reach their goal”

Thus tbe Chineae People’s Republic
was born and wauld be celebrated on a
city-wide seals in Shanghai and alt otler
liberated eities in China on International
Peace Day, October 2, It was to be a
triple celebration eovering the birth of
the republie, International Peace Day,
anil the successful convening of the
C.P.P.C.

Accordingly, Shanghai mode great
lans for the coming festive occasion.
f&ammﬂth demonstrations were to cover
the entire city with torehlight parades at
night. The national flag-raising ceremo-
ny was also scheduled ta tuke place on
Qctober 2. L'he now flag Lias a large vel-
low star with a ercscent of four smatler
gtars in the top lefi-hand corner, against
a rcd baekground. The large star repre-
sents the Chinese UCommunigt party and
the four staller stars denote labor, peas-
antry, petty bourgeois amd national
honrgeots.

Unfortunately for the eelebranis, a
heavy rain fell cecaselessly ot the parade
duya of Oectober 1-3, and Shanghai, a
c¢ity lying low on a mud flal in the arca
where the Whangpoo river joins the
Yangtse, had all ite strects flooded in a
ghort time. Witurs rose trom two to four
feet in most areas of the citv and litecally
washed out the cclebrations fur all but
the exlremely zealous! These zenlous
celebranta took part in n parade wlich
lasted for ftifteen hourg and marched
Lthrough the heavy rain and Hoode. When
the floods ahated entirely after four
days, the mass parades were continued.

Prominent in all the parades was the
display of four large portraits af Mar-
shal Stalin, Sun Yat Sen, Mao Tze-tung,
and Commander-in-Chief Chu Teh of
the . L. A,

('an we eay with certainty that the
enthusiasm of the parades marked the
joy of the people on this triple oceazion?
Not altogether. It is a well-known fact
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that the Chinese love parades of any
kind, and pageants carried out on a epec-
tacalar scale are bound to excite them
tremendously. One enn say thal the as.
cination of the evmbals and drums doubt-
less nttracted the greater part of the
youll of the eity, while the workers and
students were expected to “represent”
themseives or they would have been
missed and thought urcooperative. In
general, however, a good tirmne seemed 1o
be had by all, participants and gaping
crowds nlike,

Why “Democratie Dictatorahip™?

The People’s Democratic Dietatorship
of China has now come into its own.
And, by the way, that “dietatorship”, ne-
cording to Mao Tze tung, is a “dictator-
ship” as far as reactionaries are con-
cernvd, beeanse (he reactionaries will
have no voice o express their views. Op-
position of any kind to the new Chiacec
Peoplivs Repulilic will not be tolerated.

Of course, the entire governmental
struclitre 18 vet a habe, It will be most
inferesting to wateh it grow. It has terri-
fic problems to Fuce, Even as this article
is being completed, runaway currency in-
flation has begun anew, The 17, 8. dollar,
which was JMFP2,200 to one in May and
June 1949, stands today at JMP3,100 to
one. Financial worries are always hig
ones, but this is only one of the problems
facimg new China todav.

Even as we watch this infant grow,
we cannot help but rcalize that it is
growing at the wrong time. The great
Theocratic “man child® iz now thirty-
five years old, and will soon be rolling its
divine power against all the democracies,
dietalorships, republies amnd olther haman
forms of government, to crush all the
inherent forces of evil in order that the
people of good-will in all nations may
enjoy for a warless eternity the peaceful
paradise of carth under the Theocratic
“new lieavens”. We may well ask, “And
where is the buman dietator to withstand
its cternal might?”
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HE sectontists have
labored for many
years building tele-
geapes thal aid in their

the demons of the gpirit
world for messages. The
wileh of Endor was in-
quired of by Saul, the

study of the sun, moon

and the stars., While they prepare data
tn eneble them to talk nbout the siars,
the fortunetellers sopposedly fell what
the stars say about people, It is mvee-
ing the wav this ancient husginess has
kept many in nwe, nnd at the satne time
madoe many rich and influential ren in
this world. 1t is no wonder, then, that
fortuneielling as a husiness has con-
tinued for thousands of vears, As in {he
past, it 13 now a luerative one,

. This “science” 18 aot a new one, nor
ig it harncssed to one inethod, allowine
only o few to enjoy its harvest. A =tuly
shows a variety of mcthods of telling
fortunes. The dreamer, for exainple,
claimed to have divine influence to direct
others, The cup also was sapposed 1o
huve supernatural powers, and was kept
in the family of the monarchs of vld. In
“the cup the world was represented, past,
present and future, ond through the
visions received in the cup the rulers
had on understanding of ewents vet to
0CEur.

The Arabs had {heir fortunee told by
means of arrows. Three arraws, without
heads or wings, were placed into a bag.
Number one arrow contained the words,
“Command me, Lord™; while {bhe second
read, “Iorbid me, Lord,” The third ar-
row was blank and if it was drawn the
inquirer wag to tuke anolher chance. If
the first arrow was chosen, the one seek-
ing a fortune was to go about his busi-
ness; but the second one entitled him to
a rest of n whole venr.

The Bible nlso tells us abeut fortune-
tellers and how they mmade contacts with
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firgt king of the Israel.
ites, who feared what the future held in
store for him. His hopes far n vinnlorting
mesapre were shattered when he heard
(thil Lthe next war would be his last.

During that time period most of the
nations pennitted astrologers nnd erys.
tal-cazers freedom in their trade, and it
soon beeame wildespread. The (Greeks
and the Ageyrians had fortuneiellery
otheially appornted by the government.
These woulil nol. only read the stars but
would also make predietions amd caleu-
=qti?na from the flight and formation of
HIrls,

The Ramans officially appointed their
horoseopists, 1t was believed that these
represented the goddeas of fortune, For-
tuna, that Fortuna ruled the wuniverse
with God, and that because of this rela-
tionship she was permitted to distribute
fortane or mmisforiune to whomever she
pleased. If this goddess took a liking to
vou, fortune was vours; but woe to you
if ¥ou were on her misfortune list! In the
eapacity of ruler of the world, she was
represented as having a dounble rudder
in her hands. The one part of the rudder
guided men to prozperity and power and
the other part of the rudder steered them
to Tuin.

Years later the Greeks adopted this
goddese and represented her ns standing
upon a wheel or ball with a blindfold
dboul her eves, To her worshipera thig
meant that luek rolls tike a ball or wheel.
At tunes it takes a roll to forfune for
some, and at other fimes 1t undoes all the
efforts of men. The chief worshipers of
this goddess were newly married women,

2]



Abemat to yive hirth, they would seek a
forjuneleller te learn what talents their
offspring would possess.

The modern fortunctcller may not
elaim to represent the goddess of the
heathen, but the folly of the art continues
to apread for and wide. From the most
Lighly educated to those of little or no
training, rich and poor, people of all
elasses consult the clairvoyants, hoping
to learn of riches or power or being re.
lieved of their mental worries. Just as
there are many seeking a fortune, so
there are many telling fortones. Thetir
prices huve been known to range from
50c to $100, and up.

Often Prohiblied by Law

" Many statcs look upoa this as taking
money under false pretenses. The state
of New York, for example, declares
through law: “Any predietion of future
events for hire 18 prohibited. The !‘GTB-
lature has expressed its disbelief in hu-
man power to prophesy human events.”
In order to evade snch laws, the fortone.
tellers call themselves *minieters” and
use such names as “Cosmic Seience” and
“Spiritudlist Church of the River Styx”
to cover up what goes on in the reading
rooms. Notwithstanding the high rank.
ing titles they appropriate to themselves,
thev are still loocked upon as “rogucs”,
“vngrants” and “disorderly persons”,
Some states outlaw clairvoyancy and
any pereons caught violating the law are
suliject to a $300 fine or s1x months in
prison. ‘

Other states have refused to spend
maney for a special squad of policemen
to eviet the fortupeteller from the state’s
domain; but, rather, the states thought
that & special license fee would dis-
courage the tellers of the Future. Five
hundred men and women showed g will-
ingness to pay the fee and continue in
thair business.

Does this cheating of the law and the
paying of fincs and fees bring in a prof-
ilt According to some statistics there
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are 80,000 fortunetellers in the United
Btates, and the people of this country
will pay a neat sum of $200,000,000 thia
yea¥r, to have their fortunes told.

Tricky Methods

The operalions of the crafty diviner
are just as surprising as the amount of
money he makes, A numhber of investi-
gators have been assigned to a study of
this trade, and, in reading over their
reports, we Icarn that fortunctelling is
nothing more than trickery, fraud. The
people have been led to believe that their
future can bc seen within the realm of
the erystal ball waiting to be revealed
by the “swami™.

Many cxposers of the fortunetcHers
were et one time among those claiming
the power to foresee future events, One
tells of the many clients he had. Most
people, he reveals, look for a fortune-
teller hecanse of a worried miml. By ask-
ing ]iersonal questions and using a little
paychology the seer soon knows what is
on_his elieni’s mind. The future of the
individual is then told through the use
of ambiguous statcments which any vis-
itor can apply to himself any way he
chooses. If through his questions the for.
tunctelier ean got to know what 18 on the
visitor’s mind, the same 1information is
then used as Adviee from the fortune.
teller. Such ambiguous answers as “you
are contemplating a change,” or “youare
invidved in mouey”. Somelimes yod are
“on a threshold” or “behind a locked
door” or perhaps “you are being moti- .

. valed 1nto circles”.

Characteristically all the fortunetell-
ers are the same. Aceording to one of the
rurveys, four interesting things were
learned: (1) the fortunctellers were
wrong in their forecasts and readings, as
wrong in regard to the future as to the
past and present; (2) they depended on
conversational leads on questions asked
ithe customer, and they asked Tully as
much as they told; (3} they used a
canned chatter, varied slightly for ell
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comers, and (4) they frequently gave
illegal, immoral or dangerous sdvice.

Unhappy Cases

Here is a good example of what the
fortunetellers promise and how much
they can be expected to deliver. Elmer
the Great was willing to use his great
talents to aid humanity, and, according
to his advertisements, he could give youn
a peep into the future and help you gain
your key to success. His announcement
said that he could be consulted “on all
conceivable affairs of human destiny”.
Elmer claimed, to have the answer to all
family troubles, or he could give you the
name of your future husband or wife.
With his excelient mind he could tel]l you
your mother’s maiden name or your
street address. He could locate property
that had beer lost or stolen, or perhaps
locate relatives yvou would like to find.
For vour past, present and future, El-
mer would have an answer. And vet he
could not look into the future far enough
to see that he was going to be in a Michi-
gan jail cbarged with being a disorderly
person, within two days after his ar-
rival there!

Going to a fortuneteiler or a star-
gazer 1s being as superstitious as the
man that went to the doctor of voodoo
hoping to gain a fortune. This gentleman
was interested im the poliey racket,
which, if he eould guess the right nuin-
ber, would make hitn wealthy. The witch
doctor claimed she could make him in-

visible and thus allow him to enter the

policy room, read the lucky nuinher be-
fore it was chosen, and therehy win his
fortune. Before this could be done he
must follow directions, which were as fol-
lows: kill a black eat at midnight, hoil it,
cut off its tail, put the bone of the tail
into his mouth, and the fortune seeker
wonld be invisible. Cost? One bone of a
eat’s tail plus twenty dollars for the
advice,

Thinking himself to be invisible, this
proud, rich-man-to-be walked bravely in-
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to the policy room. Alas! he was tossed
out bodily by the men who saw his “in-
vigible” body!

Penetrating the future has slways
been and shall continue to be a futile job
for men. It is true, men of distinetion
such as the politicians seek information
concerning elections. Some businessmen
cater to the ecrystal-gazers for stock
market reports, just as the common
man seeks to know of a happier, more
prosperous tomorrow. Some of the pre-
dictions may come true, but that does not
mean that the fortuneteller has a super-
natural power and i3 always right. The
information given at fifty cents or s
hundred dollars is no more reliable than
the fortune card you can get for a penny
each time you weigh vourself on seales
1n front of a drugstore.

End of Fo riunetelling

“Men’s hearts failing them for fear,
and for looking after those things which
are coming on the earth.” (Luke 21: 26)
Fear of the future is no license to seek
congolation at the hands of imperfect
men, because perfeect love casts ont all
fear, If Jehovah God wanted those that
tove Him to seek fortunetellers He would
have used them in the days of old rather
than His prophets. The contrary held
true: Jehovah cursed the fortunetelling
astrologers and stargazers, and blessed
the prophets and all that listened, be-
cause they abopde by the Word of the
Lord.-—1 John 4:18; Isaiah 47:13, 14,

The Word of God has been recorded
that we might gain a knowledge of the
purposes of the Almighty, and this Word
opens to us a great knowledge of a future
of everlasting life for all who obey Je-
hovah. No man can tell what the morrow
will bring. (Proverbs 27:1) Jehovah God .
does tel] us of a thousand vears of tomor-
rows, complete with a happy family life,
free from all troubles. That being the
case, there will be no place for the use-
less Tortunctellers of today.
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God’s Word or Man’s—Which?

ORE and more the eves of honest-

hearted men and women are getting
open to see the world’s religious eonfu-
gion and the inconsistency of the reli-
gious leaders who say one thing and do
another. Thinking that those religionists
represent and speak for God, many sin-
cere persons begin to wonder if any truth
at all exists on earth. They come to the
frame of mind of a man of old who wrote
in his disappointment: “I indecd said in
my despondency, Every man is a liar.”
(Psalm 116:11, Leeser) They are dis-
couraged and ssgh within themselves.
Doubtless, though, when they hear the
pure ring of truth sounding forth from
the right source, despite earth’s religious
jangling, they will reengnize it and will
gladly accept and hold it.

The vast universe which we see is
founded upon truth, and therclore it
moves on orderly and undisturbed re-
gardless of the waywardness of men on
earth, Its Creator is the great God of
truth. He is the One whom the peopies of
Christendom have all claimed to wor-
ship in ¢common, but their centuries-old
religious differences, quarrels and ¢rrors
have breught reproach upon hoth Him
and the written Word which e has giv-
en fo mankind. The bewildered seekers
for truth have in many cases said In
hopelessness: “Oh, the Bible 15 an old
fiddlec npon which vou can play any old
tune.” It true, that would mean that the
Bible’s Author was all mixed up.

But this could not be so of the God
whose visible ercation of the universe is
marvelously harmonious and not divided
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against itself. Reasonably, then, His
DBook, the Bible, could not be all mixed
up and a]]mvmg for just any interpre-
tation. The mix-up lies with its would-be
interpreters, the religious leaders of this
so-called Christendom, who disagree
among themselyes, and vinlently so at
times. ITence, as the reader approaches
a study of the Bible he should not have
any preconceived notions according to
the perplexing, mvsterious religious er-
rors of Christendom. He shounld study
what God himself has to sayv in His own
Word and form opinion based upon the
sure foundation of (God’s Word, “For God
is not a God of conlusion, but of peace.”
—1 Corinthians 14: 33, Am. Stan. Ver,
To arrive at truth we must dismiss re-
ligious prejudiees from heart and mind.
We must let God speak for himself. Any
other course would lead only to further
confusion. What if men, religious and
nonreligious, have diseredited and be-
Littled the Bible and have placed their
own or other men’s opinions and tradi-
tions above the Bihle? What if religious
Ieaders have rejected the Bible’s straight
testimonv? What if the highly esteemed
clergy of Christendom have heen found
false and misleading? Do these shocking
and dizappointing faets change the Bi-
hle itgelf or its message of truth? Sound
thinking assures us that the true and liv-
ing (od must have given searching man-
kind some inspired written revelation
about himself. That being so, then let
our stand he that of one of the writers
of the Bihle who said: “What if some
were without faith? shall their want of
faith make of none effect the faithful-
ness of {tod? (fod forbid: yea, let God
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be found true, bnt every man a lier; as
it is written, That thon mightest be jus-
tified in thy words, and mightest pre-
vail when thoun eomest into judgment.”
—Romane 3:3,4, Am. Stan. Ver.

If we let God be trur, He will instroct
us in the truth by His recorded Word.
To let God be true means to let God have
the say as to what is the truth that makes
men free. It meams to accept His Word,
the Bible, a8 the truth. Hence appeal
shoitlld be made to the Bible for truth.
What is believed concerning God wuud His
purposecs should be backed up from the
Bible for truthfulness and rclinhility.
That is the course Lhe inspired writers
and faithful charaeters of the Bible tnok
and recommended, lsaink, an outstand-
ing prophel, writes to this effeet: “T'o
the Iaw rather, and to the testimony. And
if they speak not nceording to this word,
{they shall not have the morning light.”
—Isniag 8:20, Douay.

There is no light of truth in the teach-
ings of the men of (his workl who are
under the influenee of superhuman invis-
ible demons, wicked spirits that are pri-
murily responsible for the darkmess of
this world. Unless we seck direet to (he
law and testimony of God's written
Word, we shall never attain to the light
whose beams show that the morning of
& new world of righteonsness is at hand.

Malachi, the very last of the old He-
brew prophets, puintedl in the same direc-
tion ag Isainh, to the written Word of
(od. Said he as an inspired spokesman
for God: “Remember ye the law of
Moses my servant, whom T coinmanded
on Horch for all Israel, statutes and
ordinances.” (Malachi 3: 22, Leeser) The
writinge of the prophet Mosés make up
the first five beooks of the present-day
Bible; and thus the last of the old He-
brew prophets declares himself 1n agree-
ment with the very first of the Bille
writers who preceded him by more than
A thousand vears. All the writers in
between Moses and Malachi take the
BA&me position.
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None of the Bible writers, from Mala-
chi back to Moses, make any mention af
an oral law or traditioral law an existing
alongside the written Word of God. No-
where do they declare that the oral tra-
ditions of religious men Are on an equal-
ity with the reeorded Word of God or
ihat the written Word is incomplete
without such orai truditions. The proph-
et Mozes carnestiv declared against udd-
ing to (Jod's given law and testimony the
oral traditions of uninspired men. Said
Moges: “Ye shall not add unio the word
which 1 eotnmand vou, nor shall ye di-
minish gught from it; that ye may keep
the commandments of the Lorop your God
which I eommand you.”—Deuteronomy
4:2, Leescr,

God’s written Word is pure without
such mman-made traditions; and those
who walue thein ag equal to or even
higher than the written Word muke Jiars
of themsclves, “livery saving of God is
purifiedd; he is a shield unto those that
put their trust in him. T not add aught
unto his words: lest he raprove thee, and
{hou be found o Jtar.”—Proverbs 30: 3, 6,
Lecser, :

God ecaused His prophet Isuiah to
speak out in strong words apainst those
who claim fo he God’s people but who
practice hypocrisy hy following the pre-
ceptz and traditions of men rather than
the inspired Scriptures. “And the Lord
eaid, Forasmuch us Lhis people draw
near with their mouth, and with their lips
do honour me, but have removed thair
heart far from me, and their fear toward
me is hut the aequired precept of men:
therefore, behold, I will do vet farther a
marvellons work with tbis people, doing
wonder on wonier; so that the wisdom
of their wise men shall be lost, and
the understanding of their prudent
men ghall be hidden.”—Isaiah 20:13, 14,
Leeser.

Then ehoose God's Word and not
man’s, Let God’s Word epesk for Him,
and not the false traditions and cresds
of Clhiristendom’s rehigions.
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Riots Set Nigeria Ablaze!

By “Awsake!" correspondent In Nigeria

OAL mining is an important industry

in Nigerin, the greatest and most
populous of all the British colonies. The
city of Enugu is not only the country’s
coal capital, where the collieries are lo-
cated, but also the political capital of the
Eastern provinces. As a consequence,
labor trounhles in the coal fields are quick-
ly translated into political issues, and
vice versa. This was particularly dem-
onstrated during November, when ugly
scenes of violenece and bloodshed in
Enugu touched off a series of riots in
many other parts of thce country.

The collieries are government-owned
and employ about 6,500 men. Annually
these dig out about 600,000 tons of coal,
half of which is nsed by the Nigerian
railway. The remainder is consumed hy

wer stations, ete., and some is export-
ed and sold to the Gold Coast railway
system. For the past three years there
have been continual disputes hetween
management and union leaders over
wages and working conditions. Wage in-
creases grauted duoring this time give
miners an average of 6s/6d per shift, or
about £6-12s ($18.50) a mouth. Accord-
ing to wage standards in the Western
world, this seems very small indeed, but
compared with the wickedly low wages
most Africans receive, or compared with
the low wages paid Rhodesian miners,
Nigeria's coal miners are quite well paid.

However, demands were made for a
raise in pay of two shillings and one six-
pence per shift, plus a further claim that
coal bewers are entitled to some £80,000
back pay. A flat refusal on the part of
the management to meet these demands
bronght on a “go slow” strike on Novem-
ber 7. This reduced the output of eoal to
25 percent of normal. A few days later
the mine management began dismissing
strikers and ejecting them froin colliery-
owned houses. Angry crowds gathered
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outside the offices and tear gas was used
to dizperse them. The next day two trans-
port planes landed police reinforeements
at Enugu to guarantee peace and order.

Like the spark that lit the torch that
set Rome on fire, so was this preliminary
trouble. The real violence followed. On
Novemher 18, trate miners armed with
crowbars, picks and other implements,
got into an argument with the police at
the Tva Valley mine, and before it was
over 18 miners were killed nnd 31 others
were wounded., Some of the latter died
later in the hospital, Spreading through-
out the country like wildfire, the news of
this ineident quickly ignited anti-British
political powder-kegs, The series of ex-
plosive riots that followed rocked the
entire country of Nigeria, and even
brought memhers of the London govern-
ment hurrying to the scene.

Riof Flames Licked at Our Heels

The morning of November 23 this
writer and his traveling companion hap-
pened to be in Aba, a town some 150
miles south of Enugn. The day before,
the local leaders of the Zikist political
party at Aba had delivered several in-
flammatory speeches, proclaiming the
23rd a“day of rnourning” for the dead and
wounded at Enugun, Caught, as it were,
in this strife’s path of violence, we were
eyewitnesses of ugly rioting and looting
as the mob swept through town. It was
7:30 in the morning, and we had just
finished our breakfast at the restaurant
of the government restholse, when a tel-
ephone call came from the local anthor-
ity, advising that rioting had broken out
in town, and that an attaclk was shortly
expected on the European quarter where
the resthouse was situated.

Not many minutes passed before
shouting and sounds of a general commo-
tion became audible, and the angry moh
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entered the resthouse grounds. Shcwers
of stones were thrown and a brick came
erashing through the windshield of a
parked car. However, we lost no time 1
moving our automobile to safety hehind
the building. In the meantime a contin-
gent of police came up from behind the
mob and turned them away, much to our
relief. Widespread looting then broke
out and several European stores were
broken into and swept clean, telephones
being damaged and typewriters and office
equipment stolen.

News then came throngh that another
attack was expected on the European
quarter, so0 we decided to leave town
while there was an opportunity to es-
cape. We hated to do this, for our party
was divided, Two of our African mem-
bers werc eut off by the mob in town and
there was no way of contaeting thein. We
therefore drove out of town only about
five miles. As we passed along the road,
groups of enraged townspeople made
threatening gestures and shouted angry
words, for the disturbance seemed to be
essentially anti-Kuropean more than
anything else, and the sight of a white
man was enough to provoke anger re-
gardless of who he might be.

After waiting several hours we cau-
tiously returned to town, hoping to be
able to contact the rest of our party and
all get away together. Passing through
the Furopean quarter, now quiet, and
gretting near the post office, we stopped to
ask a group of African police whether it

was safe to go into town an search of the

rest of our party. We were assured that
it was. However, a few hundred vards
farther on we saw a menacing erowd,
numbering probahly in the thousands,
milling around the main streets and mak-
ing much noise and commotion. The time
it would take to turn our car around
would have permitted the crowd to sur-
round us on all sides. So the only way
out was forward!

Charging through, blowing the horn
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continuounsly, we ran the gauntlet amid
showers of stones, and by God’s grace we
got through unharmed even though one
shot was fired at us. When we stopped
some way heyond the mob, they came
after us again, so we swung around
through a back street and returned to
the European quarter. From there we
observed a line of police, advancing
down the main road with fixed bayvonets,
and, shortly after, the sound of gunfire
waR heard. Later we learned that another
rioter had becn killed. Repeated baton
charges together with tear gas were zlso
used to disperse the mob.

That afternoon we were advised that
all Europeans were to he gathered at one
point for their protection during the
night, But we decided that it was safer
for us to leave by driving out mbout
17 miles. The following morning we re-
turned, found our lost members and dec
parted in peace. Later, we learned that
after we laft further rioting and looting
had occurred, with more casualties, En-
ugu and Aha were not the only scenes of
violence during those days of conflagra-
tion. Port Harcourt, forty miles south of
Abaj; Onitsha, on the River Niger; Cala-
bar, about 75 miles east of Port Har-
court, and lL.agos, the capital of the
country, were all points of disorder and
incendiary rioting.

Putting Out the Fires

Conditions were so bad that a tem-
porary state 'of emergency was declared
by the governor on November 26, This
measure empowered local authorities to
detain and search persons without war-
rant, invoke curfews when necessary, im-
pose press censorship and ban public
mectings and processions. A commission
of inquiry was also appointed to inves-
tigate the miners’ grievances a3 well as
the riots,

Eichoes of these riots were heard in
far-off England, where the colonial sec-
retary, the Right Honorable Arthur
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Creech-Jones, made an offictal statement
before British Parliament on the Nige-
rian labor troubles, Various gquestions
were then propounded, one of which sug-
gested that the disturbances had been fo-
mented from oulside Nigeria, probably
by Ruscia, The suggestion, however, was
emphatically denicd. Another membher,
Mr Platts Mills, came ont with this

uestion: “Is the Right Hancsurable gen-
tleman now aware that if he treats conl
niners like cattle he 13 bound to have
trouble ? If this i so prusperons a colony
why cannot we sece that these wnen are
paid at least the five shithngs they are
asking lort" This brought the following
reply from the colonial seereinry: *I
wish before the homourable gentleman
puts questions of the kind he has, that
he would aerqunint himsell with the most
clementary faets regarding Nigeria”

One ondy has to vigit the living quar-
ters of the Fiugu nners, as this writer

has done, to appreciate that perhaps Mr,
Platts Mills has more knowledge of the
“elementary facts regarding Nigerin”
than the eolonial seerelary would like fo
think. After a personal inspection, an
impartial observer will agree that the
comparison with ecattle 1s not greatly
exagmerated.

This labor violence in Nigeria is just
one of many such mmdtnta now taking
place in 1his crumdling old world, end is
further evidence that the “distress of
nations, wilh perplexity” long ago fore-
told in God’s Word the Bible is coming
to pass in thesc last days. (Luke 21: 25)
As wath other pmple- the Nigeriang’
hope lies, not 1n temporary lmprove-
ments in working condions and in-
creased pay from the powers of this
warld, but in the new world of God’s
building, which is now the certein hope
of all men of gaod-will, hoth here and
abroed.
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Will Our Earth Burn?

That there will some day he a new earth is assured
by (od’s promise, “I create new heavens and a new earth.”
(Isaiah 60:17) Some envision the literal burning of cur
planct to make way for the new, and threats of atomir
warfare chill them with fear of the earth’s destruetion,

Much camfort comes from knowing that Gad has not
purposed to burn our earthly bome, for He has also prom-
ined, “T'he carth abideth tor ever.” (Eeelesiastes 1:4)
But how, then, van a new carth be formed? What will if
be like? Who will live upon it? These and manv other
questions Telative {o the earth and its prospects are
angswered in the 320 page book “Let God Be True”,
availahle on 1 vontribution of only 3bc.
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WATCHTOWER 117 Adwns 84,
Pleage send me postpaid a eopy of Lot Gad Re True™.
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The Hydrogen Bomb

& ‘Top news in late Januaty cen-
tered around the so-called hydro-
gen bomb, calling to mind whnt
wag “pecomplished” by the atem
bamb dropped on Hirorhima
{8/G/45), Casualties were 78,150
dead, 37425 injured, 13,983 miss-
ing. The new type of hnh, called
varfously the hydmeen homb, tri-
ton bonh, super-bomb and hell-
homb, would be many times as
powerful, theoretically canld be a
thousnnd times as powerful, and
would spread devastation over
three or four hundred squnre
mileg, or ten miles in every ii-
rection. The question was, Should
the bomb be bnilt, regardless of
immense expense? President Tro-
man Yndicated he would he the
aone «to declde thuat. At length
t1/31) he came out with the
statetnent: It ls pnrt of my re-
sponsibility as Cominahider in
Chlef of the armed forces to see
to it that our country is able fo
defend itself agoinst any poskible
agpressor. Accordingly, T have (Ji-
rectedd the Atomic Energy Cogp-
misgjivn to continue ita work on
Hl forms of ntomic weapons, in-
cluding the so-called hydroagen or
siuper-bomh.” This indicated the
preajdent congidered work on Lhe
Freat bomb alveady begun. His
order wos gencrally applauded by
natlannl leaders.

Sino-Soviet Relations

@® Packing up Secretary of State
Dean Acheson’s charge that the
Soviet is detaching and coutrol-
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ling the northernmost provinces
of China, the State Depart-
ment (1/23)° relcased informa-
tloa to the effect that “despite
the fiction of the Independent
Mongzolian People’s Republic, the
soviet dominates Outer Monrolia,
and Soviet treops nre =tationed
there. Trade is emmpletely mo-
napnlized By the 1L 5.5 R Min-
chinriaz is run hy a1 Sino-Sovict
partnership, with Soviet intfluence
in ilitary affairs recognized
even by Clhinese cominunists. The
U. 8 5.1 has gpecial navigation,
fishing and air rights, and aper-
ates industrial and power plants
in several cities. Perwizsion las
heen songht and rany have been
granted to rtotlon Soviet troops
in Sinkinng'™

Meanwhile Chinese comnmiunist
leader Mo Tee-tunyg was in Mos-
coOw 0n a4 very protracted visit.
At the month's end o delegation
from Sinkiang, China's wesiern-
most provines, nreritved in Moscow
to take part in the nezotintions
hecun hy bMao Tze-tune, to ineor-
porate in the Soviet bloe the 163 -
004G KD popuiatlon of Chipa, The
Soviet was reported to. he seeking
aotnplete cantrol of seven nocth-
China ports, a8 well as g lahbor
force of H00,000 Chinese to serve
its ends. It alsa callegd for in-
creases in shipments of foods, al-
though famine i8 now spreading
in (China. Cther deinands rather
put Mao on the spot, who coun-
tered, however, with a reguest
for 2 loan of 32500.000,000 gnd
wilitary supplies

Ald to Korea

@ Some prominence was given in
the news to the faillure of the
U. 8. Honse of ITepresentativen to
continue Aid to Koren {(1/1D), It
was characterlzed as a stinging
foraign palicy defeat for the ‘Cru-
man adminlstration, but was, aof
course, ¢ gredter blow for Koren.
The F00,000.000 aid provision wus
vitally uecessary for the strug-
gling Fnr Bastern republie. In the
Senate a dedve was hepun to save
the Knrieap aid measure.

Taylor Resigns

& The rcsiznation of Myron C.
Taylor eame (1/18) as expected,
and was accepted by President
Troman, who the following day
recalled to Washiagton “for con-
sultation”™ Franklin €. Gowen,
wha had been acting as assistant
to Taylor. Jost whaoft has heen
accomplished by Taylor during
the ten years he has occupied the
rether mysterious post remains
Iarzgely In the Neld of vague gen-
aralities. Andicnces with the pope,
vsually cnlled privoate, were se-
crif, The whole husiness wnsg most
distagteful to Americans of all
crecds, Catholies exeepted, Perse-
cutien of Protestants in Italy has
intensified this feeling. Frotes-
tani3 in America pointed ont Mr.
Teylor's complete ignoranee of
tha Protestants®  situction in
Iialy, where they wore falsely oe-
cusad by the Vutirnn of helping
the comrmmupist cunse.

Recognlzing Franco

@ Secretary of State Acheson ad-
vigsed congressional foreign policy
leaders {(1/19) thnt the U. 8. was
rendy fo support a Uniled Na-
Liong resslution frecing each pow-
er in that bwly to restore diplo-
matie  rolitions with  Franep
Spain. [f the U, N, resolution of
134 barting such relatlons is
canceled, then the T, 8, would
send an ambassador hack to Ma-
drid. This, said the secretary,
“would in oo sense iznify ap-
proval of the regime in Spaln.”
Tt wouldl merely . . . return to
normal practice in exchangiog
dipiomati¢ representation.” Vat-
ican pressure was seen to be
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back of this move, It was de-
plored by lebor leaders. Both
British and French forelgn offices
stated that they +would not be
willing to join the U. 8. In the
effort to rehabllitate Franco.

Arme Ald Pacts Signed

& President Truman proclaimed
the North Atlantic joint defense
pact in effect (1/27), and repre-
pentatives at Washington of elght
Western European governments
gipned apgreements which would
ennble them to recelve $1,000)-
000,000 in U. 5. arms and eqolp-
ment, The agreement requires
that the nssistance be lsed in in-
tegration of defense of the North
AHagtic area and in Jine with de-
tenge plans under the North At-
lantic Treaty organization.

“Equal Rights' for Women

& The U. 8. Senate adopted the
Equal Rights Amendment (1/25)
by a 83-19 vote, but with a rider
retaining protective lawse for
WOoIDen.
meapure Joyously hailed the move
in the rcorridors of the Senate
building.

U. 8, Coal Dispute

& ["inally taking up the trouble-
aome cgal dispute, invelving at
the month's end over 100,004 raln-
erd, Presldent Trumen sought
(1/81) a TO-day truce, during
which the miners were to return
to full-time work, and a board of
Iinquiry would stndy the situn-
tion. which had developed lote a
three-sided controversy. The min-
er5 had ostensibly been igmoring
the "suggestion”™ of thelr leader,
John L. Lewix, to continne the
three-day week, aad went on
strike mltogether,

Rights and Rules in Congress

& Pregident Truman reported
(1/17) that he had recelved the
assnrance of Democratic lenders
in the 3enate that a vote would
be taken on the ecivil rightg mear-
ures he advocates, *“if 1t tnkes
]! summer.” EFilibustering from
southern senators has thus far
prevented uction on these provl-
slops for the protection of the

30

Campaigners for the -

rights of citlzens. The adminis-
tratien’s program includes.repeal
of the poll tex, an antilynching
law and a federal falr employ-
ment practice ect. A ¢ictory for
the adminlstration wnr seen in
refusal to restore ta the rules
committee power to hottte up leg-
islation. By a vote of 2368-133 the
House voted (1/20} to continue
restriction of commlitiee power to
plgeonhole bills.

Alger Niss Convicted

& A federanl graond jury convict-
ed (1/21) former sfate depart-
ment official Alger MMirs on {wo
connts of perjury. The declsien
of the jury (composed of eight
woeimen nnd four men) wal that
Hisa liead when he denled giving
Whittuker Chambers, hls acous-
er, ltop-secref state dJdepartinent
papers for a prewar Sovlet spy
riny., Hiss was given o Ove-year
pentence. An immedinte appenl
was filed by his counsel, At Wash-
ington Secretary of State Ache-
gon, a friend, eaid, “T do not in-
tend to turn my back on Alger
Hisg,” and misapplied Seripture
in seeking to explain hir attituode
by viting Mattbew 25 : 34-4i)

Leglon’s Antl-Communist Move
@ On the closing dny {1/30) of
the two-day “All-American Conp-
ferepee™ At the Astor hotel, New
York, sponsored by the Amer-
ican Legion, representativey of
national organizations with a
claimed eombined membership of
50,000,000 voted nnanlmous'y to
vstablish n permanent orgnniza-
tion to comhat communism In the
U. 8. Geo, N, Crnig, national com-
mander of the Legion, stresged
the role aof religioo in the Aght
an coiomunism and invited all
loyal Americans to Jjoin (t. In
their resolution the 160 confaraes
gnid, *“Yorld communism i2 the
greatest present threat to dormes-
tic security and peace on earth,
and its No. 1 targets are God and
our American way of life.”

British Election

#® As the DBritish ILahor pnrty
issued 11s election manifeslo, set-
ting forth its nnfonalizing olma,

Winston Churchill, leader of the
Conservatives, countered by ac-
cusing the Labor povernment of
wasting UF. B. aid fundg, and be-
ing generally incompetent, as
well a& plotting to enslave the
nation. He sald the Labor gov-
ernment was seeking power aver
fellow Britong “such ag no Brilt-
ish povernment has ever sougbt
before®.

Histarieal Relies Found

@& Lost for seven hundred years,
the ¢rown of King Alfonso X, to-
gether with other jeweln, wag dis-
covered three years ago. But the
find was oQt mnde public until
mitd-January of this year. Span-
islhh srchaeologists hinve been al-
lowed to open towhs i{n recent
years which have ylelded these
and other ¥anlnable relles,

France Protests Soviet Move

@ France strenuously objected
to Soviet recognition nf Ho Chi
Minh, Indo-Chinese communist
lender, and sent a note of protest
{1/31} expressing ite resentment
that the Soviet ghould recognize
An ingurrectional governhment in
France's colonial possession of
Iudo-China. FPrance itaetf hag rec-
ognized Bao Dal as tlie hcad of
the Viet Nam regime.

Saar Controversy

@ Western Germany to mid-
Jonuary made public its clpim to
the rich coal mines of the Saar.
These statements catne in sharp
rejolnder to French moves in the
region to link 1t more fully to
France. Chancellor Adennuer de-
clared boldly that the Sapr mines,
which France hopes to Jease for
fifty years, were the property of
the West Germiao atite because
its ennstitution sald cthat all prop-
erty of the Third Itelch helonged
to the German Federal Republie,
and the ‘Western Alles had ap-
proved that constitutlon. 'The
Snnr government announced
{1/20) drastic mensnres almed
at protecting the region from any
propaganda campalgn to return
it to Germany. Actlon oo these

repressive  measureg, however,
was postpened, Binece they threat-
AWAKE!



enedd freedom of speech apd of
the press.

Bonn Invited to Send Consuls

& Chrneellor Konrad Adenauer
wns invited by the Western Alller
(1/28) to send consuls general
te London, Washington and Parls
without delay, and so estnhlish
the Arat oficial and perminent
West (German reopresentation
abroad. The invitation wns ex-
tended oo behplf of the three
powers by the DBritish high
commiseloner.

Little Berlin Blockade

@& 1In Berlin it seemed that the
Ltussians were about to Impoze
another blockade, though af mi-
nar exteut. Hampering resrrie-
ttons ¢on trnflle to and from Ber-
lin were being instituted 1o late
January. The Western powers'
representatives formally protest-
ed the holding up of trafhc, par-
ticularly non-miiitary.

President Paasikivi’s Election

& Complete returns in the Finn-
ish electiong showed that the T9-
year-phi Prasifent Juho K. I'nasi-
kivi hnd heen re-electcdt for an-
ather six-year term, Actually the
olectaral collepre will choose the
president, bnt the popular balloet-
ing (1/18) shnwed 172 of that
300-menber hody were pledged to
Paasikivi.

Bulgarian Incident

@ The U, 8, minister to Bulgarin
{Donzld R. Heath), for =some
time out of fuvor In that coun-
try, wns practically invited to
“ret out”, A note being sent to
Wiashington statlirg that he was
no longer acceptable to Bulgnr-
li's Cowmtnunist government, and
dermziteling  his  recall. Charges
had been made agninst Ileath
that he had recelved secret gov-
ernment information from Trai-
cho Kosinv, former depuiy pro-
wier of Bulgaria, who was con-
victed of spying for the U, 5 and
exernted lust December. ITeath
knid he hufl never exchangred a
wior] witlh Iluostev, and hig denial
was pulilished throughout  Bud-
garin at the ingistence of the
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U. 8. government. But Bulgarian
papers continued to eay edito-
rlally that the U. S, miniater hnd
deliberately lled. The 11 8. toid
Bulparta (1/20) te withdraw
the demnnd for Heath's recall
from Rofia, statinge that a enm-
plete break in relations wns the
plternative.

Ten-Xear FPlan for Italy

@ Premier Gasperl of Italy an-
nouuced (1/iP) a ten-rear plan
for developing southern Italy and
other depreszed areas. An An-
nual expenditure of 100,000,000,-
O lire {$160,000,000) is called
for. ond will (loance gpesinl pub-
e worke

Cyprus Sceks Union with Greoce
& The Greek population of (y-
prus voted 95.7 percent to breuk
connections with Britain and join
firegce, The voting was conducted
by and in the Orthodox chnrches
of the isiand, which has been g
British possession for T2 years
The vote wng called an unnflicinl
referendum by the chureh, The
Eritish governor fintly refused to
conshler this “popular" demon-
atrntion.

Jerusalem the Capital

4, The Knesset (Parlinmant) of
Isranel pnssed n proclamatlon
{1/23) establishing that Jeru-
salem has been the eapital of the
new gtiute since its formatien well
over a year ago. Welcoming the
return of the Kupesset to Jerusa-
Temn, the prnclamation called for
the speedy erection of pgovern-
ment bulldings there.

Indla Proclaimed a Reopublle

@& The gplendor amid whieh Tn-
dia wus proclaimed o republic
11/268) conrrasted sharply with
the alyject poverty in which niil-
lions of its people still live, CWEH-
eials and princes from ail direc-
tions attended and watched Do
Rajendra Prasitd take the nath
as the republic’s Arst president.
After the formaolities the pres-
ftlent drove in state 1o Trwln Sia-
Jdivm for publie ohsgrvanee of the
oceasign. The grand processign
pasgzed beneath fnurteen great

arches, each bearing A verses from
the sacred book of the Hindu
religion, inscribed in the four-
teen ofllcinl Indian langusges,
The dny olso marked the constl-
tutiou’s coming into effect, bring-
inT demnocraties rights to Endia's
SHLH0000 citizens, a seventh of
the world’s population.

Home Rule for Surinam

@ Surinam, or Dutch Guinna,
was given lbome rnle hy the
Netherlands (1/21) ag o new con-

stitution was promulgated, piving

the conntry’s 207,000 inhabitants
contrel of their own internrl af-
fairs. Later it iR exDected to ioln
Curacun mmd Arnha with Sur-
inam to form one state within
the Netherlands union under the
CrOWT.

Eva Perdn Better, Trains Stop
@® A demonstration of crentnre
worship was pnt on in Argentinn
when it wns announced that Sefio-
ta Iiva Perdn had ber appendix
removed and wns doing all right,
All trains iﬂ)firgeminn stopped
for teo minutes (1/17) ag nn ex-
pression of svmpathy.

Russlans Walk Out on U. N,

@ In mid-Tanuary Saviet Union
representatives walkoed out of
verious U, N. arencies and meet-
ings in prolest against the con-
tinved membershin of Nationalist
Chinn. 'olish and Crechoslovnk
representatives joined them in a
nuinher of cases. Mr. Malik of the
T8 8. I walked ont on TN,
atomic negotiations (/19 and
brenceht the Dig Five oln=ed-idpor
isrus=ions to a close for the
thne belng.

Polish Envay Qnits

@ Dr. Alakaander W, Rudzinski,
who was a counsclor to Moland's
U. N. delegation, resicned his jnb
(1/18), charging that the Soviet
was stripping his country of free
dom and independence. He ra-
quested  asylum o the United
Htates, addressing a letter to Spe-
retary of State Acheson, snyving,
"I ernnot asencinte myvself with
walkonts calealated to paralyze
anil disrnpt: the United Nationsg,'"
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_ Stndious thought and careful reflection nre not
always sufficient to determine what is true. Untruths
often repented and couched in nppenling language
arc all too frequently accepted as reliable. Some infor-
mation sourcez iong thought trustworthy have heen
proved otherwise. And even past ifdeas used as a basis
for comparison may not alwoays be correet. Never
before has it been so important to know the truth as in
these momentous davs; yet, what should we believe?

To sift that which is worthy of helief from the overwhelming
volume of chaff ealls for o somree of truth of vnguestinonahle integrity.,
God's Word the Bible s such a sourcee; aml although jis meaning is
often concealed (rom the casual or eynical reader, vital truths essential
ta lovers of trulh and righteousness are regularly and systematically
enlled {0 attention through the columns of

The Watchtower

The Watchlower, a semimonthiy mag-
azine, is devoted exclusively {o increasing
knowledge of God aud his purposes. It is
not dogmatic but invites your careful atudy
and consideration togetheravith vour Bible.
The Watchiower has no commereial or
politieal ties te hamper it from printing
truth, A year’s subscription 13 only $1.00.
If you send vour subscription in before
Mav 1, 1950, yod will be sent 8 Seriptural
booklets free. Use the coupon below for
convenience.

——t-

WATCHTOWER 117 Adams 5t, . Brooklyo 1, N. Y,

Please euter wy subseription for The Weaicktower for 1 year. 1 have enclosed $1.00. T wnderstamd T aw tu
reecive B Beriptnreal bookleti Fréd- iF thig iz mailed before Mar 1, 1050
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