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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital lasaes
of our times must be unfetiered by censorship and selfish interests.
“Awake!” hes no fetters. It recognizes facts, faces facts, is free to
publish facts. It i nct bound by political ambitions or obligations; it is .
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must nct be trodden on; it is
unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal keeps itself free that
it may speak freely to you. But it dces not abuse its freedom. It
maintaine integrity to truth,

#Awake!” uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on
them. Iis own correspondents are on ail continents, in scorea of nations,
From the four corners of the carth their uncensored, on-the-scenes
reports come tc you through these columns, This journal's viewpoint
is not narrow, but is international, [tis read in many natiouns, in many
languages, Ly persons of all ages. Through its pages many fields of
]mawledge pasg in review-—3jovernment, ccmmerce, r-zligian, h':atar')r,
geograpny, science, social conditions, natural wonders—why, its cover-
age t3 as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens,

“Awekel” pledges itself to righteous principles, 10 exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comfortmg
mourners and strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a
delinguent world, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right-
eous New World.

Get acquainted with “Awakel” Keep awake by reading “Awakel”
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THE ANCIENT ART OF BEGGING

OF ALL the arts practiced by men
probably one of the most universal
and most luerative (for amount of effort
put forth) is the ancient art of begging.
Ancient in its basic forms and methods,
but very much a modern problem in
almost every conntry and in practically
every large city in the world. Along the
main streets of the world are to be found
the beggars: the blind, the maimed, the
erippled, and the diseased, as well as
many, many able-bodied whose only plea
for pity is based on apparent poverty.,

Just when the practice first began is
not definitely known. It seems likely that
while the human family was young and
its members lived in small groups in fam-
ity relationship begging was “unknown,
Its nearest kin was the hospitality ex-
tended to travelers who then were with-
out any suitable medium of exchange.
In a book entitled The Beggar the anthor
suggests that this very type of hospital-
ity extended to the traveling stranger
may have developed into or at least pro-
duced the practice of begging and, as a
natural counterpart, the eustom of alms-
giving. As is pointed out, the treatment
accorded strangers today among un-
civilized tribes' undoubtedly illustrates
the superstitious attitnde with whieh
strangers were viewed by many in an-
cient times. They believing that all per-
sons posseszed magic powers of some
gort, a stranger was received with con-
siderable caution, and usually treated
well lest he be a god in human form or
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cast upon them a magic eurse. Others,
free from such superstition, however,
may have merely shown hospitality as a
gspontaneons expression. At any rate,
somne availed themselves of such hospi-
tality, either superstitious or otherwise,
and decided to make capital of it.

False Religion Breeds Beggars

Lest anvone should think that alms-
giving i$ a distinguishing mark or prod-
uct of Christianity, it might be men-
tioned that the books of Confucianism
speak approvingly of almsgiving, It was
also held in high esteem by the Egyp-
tians, and during the famous negative
confession which the Egyptian was to
make before the altar of Osirisg iz found
the following: “I have given food to him
who was hungry, I have presented wa-
ter to the thirsty; I have given clothing
to those who went naked, and & hoat to
the shipwrecked.” Similar religious val-
ue has been placed upon the beggar
and his donor for many centuries in
India, where “holy” beggars have infest-
ed every temple and shrine from time im-
memorial. And the Encyclopedia of So-
cial Sciences states that the “giving of
alms was a part of the ritual of many
early religious feasts”.

As far as Europe is concerned most
authorities agree that begging really got
under way as a thriving business along
ahout the twelfth century. The helping
hand came from religion. The Roman
Empire had fallen and its provision of
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“free corn” to poverty-stricken citizens
kad disappeared. Religion thus stepped
onto the seene ag the patron of the pbor.
The Catholic Church provided food and
lodging for beggars in its monasteries,
but it did muech more. It sanctified beg-
ging. The “holy” eloak of religion was
extended to eover the beggars. The
Chureh indoctrinated the people with
the idea that it was saintly to dispossess
oneself of earthly goods and to rely
wholly upon the charity of the people.
And to this they added the correlative
dogms that to give.to such ones was to
gein merit toward future salvation. One
authority says:

The early Christian churches cared for their
own poor, but took great pains to prevent
pauperization. However, there grew up in
the course of time the theory of religious merit
of almsgiving. Charity became a meéans of se-
curing forgiveness of sin to the giver, a means
of grace. Almsgiving, no longer the means
primarily of helping a fellow-man in need, be-
came fundamentally a methed of washing
away one’s sing. With the rise of monasticism
iz Christendom, the religious basis of begging
in the cleansing grace of charity was com-
pleted in the theory that those were of su-
perior sanctity who forsook all their worldly
possessions and depended entirely upon the
charity of God’s people. Thus, the religious
basis of beggary had its roots deep in man’s
desire to free himself from sin by giving to
a peggar and on the other hand got its justi-
fication from the desire to attain salvation by
becoming a beggar. From both points of view
religion sanetified begging,

With this kind of backing the beggar
business really began to blossom.

The Church Enters the Business

The Church, however, grew to like the
business so well that she decided to open
up a few branches of her own. The gold-
en opportunity seemed to present itself
in the form of St. Francis of Assisi,
who formed an order of monks without
monasteries. For this Franeciscan order
begging was to be adopted as the mode of
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living, It is claimed that “Saint” Fran-
cis Intended that begging should only
be a sort of last resort and that “good
works”, aecompanied by physiéal labor
as a means of gaining a living, should be
the program for his disciples. Begging
was to be a sideline to be indulged in only
when other work war unduly slack. As
time progressed, however, it seemed evi-
dent that the followers were more inter-
ested in the financial returns than in the
“good works” and manual labor. They
soon were giving the most of their time
and their very best attention to the gath-
ering of alms and the pursuit of legacies;
as one put it, they became “little more
than whining alms.seekers”,

Still the field looked big enough for
additional workers, and hence other or-
ders, the Dominican, Carmelite, and
Augustinian, were formed and soon
were doing very nicely, gathering in
alms hither and yon throughout all Eu-
rope. It was not long before it began to
get noised around among the common
people that begging was not only a vir-
tue but also & very nice means of getting
one’s living with a minimum of effort.
Believing they knew a good thing when
they saw it, they too began to practice
the art, and, according to one authority,
during this period beggars became so
numerons that they threatened to over-
run the continent, They were well or-
ganized and often belonged to frater.
nities, ‘Beggars’ (Guilds,” with members
in every conntry of Europe. T. M. Lind-
say, in A History of the Reformation,
REYS:

The very fact of hegging seemed to raise
those who shared in it to the level of mem-
bers of a religious organization, It is true that
the begging friars were always the butt of
the satirists of the close of tme 15th century.
They delighted te potiray the mendicant
monk, with his sack, into which he seemed
able to stuff everything. . . . On their heels
tramped a host of semi-ecclesiastical beggars,
all of them with professional names—men who
begged for a church that was building, or an
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altar cloth, or to hansel a young priest at his
first Mass; men who carried relics about for
the charitable to kiss—some straw from the
manger of Bethlehem, or a feather from the
wing of.the angel Gabriel; the Brethren of
St. James, who performed continual and vi-
earious pilgrimages to Compostella; and some-
times robbed and murdered on the road; the
Brethren of St. Anthony, who had the special
privilege of wearing a eross and carrving a
bell on their begging visits. These were all
ecclesiastical beggars. The ordinary beggars
did. their best te obtain some share of the
sanctity which surrounded the professions;:
they catried . . . the picture of some saint,
or placed the cockleshell, the badge of a pil-
grim, in their hats, and secured a quasi-
ecclesiastical standing,

Reverses for the Beggars

There were hard times for the beggars
nonetheless. After the passing of the
scourge of the Black Death at the middle
of the fourteenth century there was a
great shortage of workers. Forgetting
their religions instruction, some of the
people actually became resentful of the
beggars, particularly the strong and
healthy ones who were by no means lack-
ing. In 1349 England issued the Royal
Ordinance of Labourers, which was sort
of a fourteenth-century ‘wage and price
control law’ and whiech put wages back
o the pre-Black Death rates, foreed men
to accept work offered them at the fixed
wages, provided that food should be
available at reasonable prices, and penal-
ized those who accepted higher wages
than those stipulated, and prohibited the
giving of alms to able-bodied beggars.
Things reached the point where almost
gruesome punishments were legally pro-
vided for able-bodied men eaught beg-
ging. In England in 1536 a decree pro-
vided that guch should be whipped for
their first offense, have their ears
eropped for the second, and be execnted
as felons and common enemies for the
third. Frankly, for the beggars, things
looked bad. - -

The Reformation also served to take
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much of the joy out of life for the beg-
gars. Heretofore the benediction which
the . Catholic Church had placed upon
begging had served as a bulwark of pro-
teetion and the legislation against them
had an uphill fight in trying to overthrow
this old theory. But then the storm broke
in the form of the Protestant Reforma-
tion. The views of the Protestant lead-
ers threatened to ruin the begging busi- -
ness in northern Europe. Luther voiced.
the belief that the “crying need of Chris-
tian ecountries was the prohibition of
begging”, and went so far as to write a
bock ecalled “The Book of Vagabonds.
and Beggars”, which was an exposé of
the fakery of professional beggars. The
Calvinist teachings laid great stress up-
on work as a religious duty and taught
that prosperity was a sign of God’s favor
and the mark of a Christian, If one was
poor, either he did not live right or he
did not work hard enough, or both. This
doctrine was extremely unpopular
among the beggars. Even some Catho-
lics, such as the Spanish Vives, wrote in
favor of suppressing their activity; the
writings of Vives did much to break
down the old system so long supported
by the Charch.

The beggars held on and weathered
the storm the best they could and finally
the rapid growth of cities came alnnlg in
time to put begging back on its feet.
With the formation of huge metropolises
the beggars dug in and entrenched them-
selves once more as permanent fixtures
on the social landseape. They had just
the right environment in these big cities.
They were generally unknown {an essen-
tial in the begging game) and prospects
were to be found in abundance. As one
writer put it, “With more and bigger
cities came more and better beggars.”

The Profession in Modern Times

A few centuries in the stream of {ime
have now passed under the bridge, but
conditions in the world of beggardom
have not changed greatly. They are still-
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applying their talents to getting some-
thing for nothing. In India &nd in the
various Mohammedan lands, where reli-
gious beliefs have ever favored them,
conditions have scarcely changed from
the time of Christ, In Euarope the effect
of the mendicant monks in medieval
times has never fully disappeared. From
1870 to 1880 a statistical investiga-
tion was carried out in Bavaria to de-
termine the scope of the problem in
that sector. Results showed that some
20,000 persons were convicted each year
for open begging or begging by letter.
In 1865 Italy prohibited mendicancy;
but the local anthorities have the power
to issue permits (permisst di mendi-
care), and begging, with a license or
without one, abounds, especially in the
gsouthern provinces,

In the vear 1900 a census taken in
Spain showed 91,227 professional beg-
gars, of whom 51,948 were women, Spain
never benefited by the writings of Vives
becanse all attempts at suppression of
begging were successfully resisted by a
Dominican monk named Soto. Thus up
into this twentieth century in many
Spanish cities beggars have continued to
take out a license to carry on their trade.
Seeking alms in Spain has continued to
enjoy recognition as a legitimate busi-
negs, and in some places the municinal-
ity demands a percentage on the collec-
tions. At least up until about 1937 Seville
was the only eity that prohibited begging
on the streets. In some of the other towns
mendicants are permitted to ply their
trade only one day a week,

Of the Latin-American countries the
igland of Puerto Rico possibly most re-
sembles Spain in its culture and it very
elearly has retained the Spanish attitude
toward begging. In 1945, when the in-
sular officials did a little beggar-count-
ing they got a final figure of something
Iike 1,900 professional beggars; this in
an island 100 miles long and 35 miles
wide. In the metropolitan area of the
eapital, San Juan, there were well over
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400, On Fridays (Beggar Day) some
store owners report as many as 100 beg-
gars filing in and out of their respective
stores, picking up the one or two cents
handed out to them.

In the United States, where begging
has no legal standing, there is no census
to show the extent of the beggar popula-
tion. There is every reason to believe,
though, that it has its share, particularly
in the larger cities. It is estimated that
there are between 6,000 and 8,000 pro-
fessional beggars in New York city alone.
New York has for long been the beggars’
paradise and they travel from all over
the country to the Big City there to join
their other fellow artists. New York’s
mendicancy squad of 18 detectives ar-
rests about 150 heggars every month,

Thelr Methods

But whether in Madrid, Paris, New
York, or Bagdad, the mendieants’ meth-
ods are basically the same. Their meth-
ods and stories are handed down from
one generation to the next, each genera-
tion revising or bringing them up to date
and then passing them on to the next.
Their devices for playing on the emo-
tions of the pobhic are legion, their
stories without number. Their methods
generally reflect the spirit of the age or
country in which they live.

In India, where spending part of one’s
life 1n conditions of renunciation and
self-restraint are a religious require-
ment for one to reach the state of Nir-
vans, the begrars are able to hold a rath-
er high intelleetual and spiritual statue
and they put it to good use. The super-
stitions beliefs of the Chinese people
Emvide the angle from which Chinese

eggars work, and it is amazing the
things that the people permit. For ex-
ample: If a woman is unduly hesitant
about responding to the beggar's re-
quests it is considered a perfectly legiti-
mate device by Chinese beggars for him
to throw a snake around her neck to
make her drop her “grudging gift”. The
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trick has the added advantage that those
who behold the act are usually so filled
with terror that they are generally quick
to avoid similar circumstances.

In the Middle Ages, when religion vir-
tually converted beggars into saints, the
smart thing was to carry some religious
object along, that “feather from the wing
of the angel Gabriel” or perhaps a “stone
from the tomb of Christ”. In southern
European and Latin-Ameriean ecoun-
tries, where religious training still keeps
the begging profession on a pretty high
standard, many beggars follow the me-
dieval methods and carry a picture of
some female saint to aid them. In the
United States a more materialistic view
prevails, and hence the methods differ.
Hispecially in the larger cities they very
frequently utilize certain conditions or
events as the basis of their appeal—an
epidemic of disease, a recent fire, a flood,
any one of these or similar disasters may
produce amazing numbers of “vietims®,
beggars who were no closer to the dis-
aster than the headlines of some news-
paper. Some new catastrophe may
change a thousand stories on New
York’s Times Square or Chicago’s Loop.

On the busy city streets the beggar
must be brief and in a moment arouse
pity in the prospect. Some use a tableau
method, setting forth their apparent
misery without the use of words, aside
from perhaps a well-placed groan. Thus
the man sitting on the sidewalk with a
.sign “Help the Blind”, or perhaps an
amputated arm or leg clearly visible and
with a box of pencils alongside, or may-
be just an anguished look and tattered
clothes are relied upon to tell the tale.

In Latin-American countries the pie-
tures not only are pitiful, but are fre-
quently revolting—legs bloated with ele-

hantiasis or filaria, or twisted and de-

ormed arms and other members giving
evidence of the effects of venereal dis-
¢ases on childbirth. In the Middle Ages
skin diseases, inflammation and ulcers
were often counterfeited by the skillfal
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application of certain plant juices, or a
mixture of lard and blood, and other vile-
looking concoctions. Artful disgunises
were prepared using patches, bandages,
plasters, and cruiches, or perhaps a
woman might pad herself to simulate
pregnancy. Investfigations demonstrate
that the same or very similar methods
are still in use today. And while it is
somewhat doubtful whether the medie-
val practice of deliberately deforming
children to make them good beggars is
carried on today, nevertheless in Asiatic
lands and in southern European and
Latin-American countries many parents
are very quick to capitalize on a de-
formed condition in their offspring and

. quickly put them to work—begging.

Beggars by Choice

What are we to assume then? Are all
beggars absolate humbugs or are most
of them just human derelicts who have
no other recourse than {o appeal to hu-
man charity in this lowly manner$ The
evidence, compiled over a period of many
centuries ahd confirmed by modern-
day investigations and social studies, is
sadly against the beggars. While it is
true that there are always some persons
who are so incapacitated either physical-
ly or mentally as to make them practi-
cally useless in the society or economic
systeln in which they live, yet there is
abundance of proof to demonstrate that
the majority of them beg becanse they
want to beg. These vagrants live as
leeches upon humanity.

Two such ones were picked up by the
police in San Juan, Puerto Rico, some-
what over a vear ago and they found
that hetween the two of them they had
in their possession some $5,213. It is
estimated that Broadway Rose, a pan-
handler who works only the more famous,
New York night clubs, extracts from her
prospects, mostly sereen and radio celeb-
rities, the amazing sum of $10,000 a year.
These, of course, are exceptions, but
they show that begging can be a paying

7



roposition, and it usually is, not only
In the United States, or the Western
Hemisphere, but throughout the world.

The Blame, and the Solution

- Who, then, is to blame? and what is
the solution? Though the greed of selfish
men has always kept millions in poverty
by means of oppressive commercialism,
and although power-hungry polities
has ever been responsible for unrest,
economic confusion, and wars which tear
people and nations from their normal
way of life and fill them with despair
and roh them of their incentive to work,
yet the greatest responsibility falls
upon false religion. Religion fostered
and provided the unhealthy atmosphere
and false beliefs which enabled begging
to fasten itself upon humanity and grow
and spread until it had become an in.
tegral part of human, society world-wide,
In Hurope and in the Western Hemis.
phere the history of bhegging is insepa.
rably conneeted with the history of reli-
gion, i.e., so.called “Christendom” with
her Crusades, her panhandling monks,
and her saintly beggars and salvation
through almsgiving.

And why did religion support it? and
why does she still do it today? Because
she is a beggar herself. Religion, wheth.
er heathen or sc-called “Christian”, is
the greatest of them all in the ancient
art of begging, “Something for nothing”
has ever been her motto as she dishes
out vain philosophy, empty babblings
and worthless traditions in return for
the riches deposited in her outsiretched
palm. Though she builds huge cathedrals
and temples, ornately decorated, and
provides somber music, paintings and
gtatuary for her prospects to hear and
see, yet she differs but little from the
beggar who fits himself out with an old
squeaking fiddle and tattered eclothes
and sits upon the sidewalk,

In all the long centuries of her exist-
ence during which she has ever played
the role of patron of the poor, her sys-
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tem of “charity”.has never brought true
relief or comfort to the betrodden peo-
ples of the world. She has given, but
oniy so that she could ask more. She con-
sorts with greedy comumercialists and
politicians and then pionsly says, “God
must love the poor—He made so many
of them.” Of such ones spoke Jesus when
He said, “For they bind heavy burdens
and grievous to be borne, and lay them
on men’s shoulders; but they themselves
will not move them with one of their
fingers. But all their works they do for
tg be seen of men,” Certainly the trumpet-
blowing, almsgiving religionists of to-
day with their widely publicized acts of
charity are no different from their
Pharisaical counterparts in Jesug’ day.
(See Matthew 23: 3-5 and 6:1-4.)

The remedy? From human sources,
there 12 none. As long as greed eontinues
poverty will straggle along behind, and
there will always be sowme who tire of
earning their bread by the sweat of their
brow and resign themselves to a parasit-
ic existence, joining the ranks of the
mendicants. The millions of beggars to-
day by no meang form a vanishing race,
in spite of the hundreds of charity or-
ganizations, in spite of the social secu.
rity plans, in spite of the 1. N. And yet
they shall vanish, and that shortly. For
there 15 a remedy, and 1t is God’s king-
dom. That righteous government will
break to pieces the presont system dom-
inated by Satan and his demons and give
the whole earth to the meek for their
residence. Under Kingdom rule none of
earth’s inhabitants shall beg, but all will
work amid jovful conditions and sur-
rounded by fruitful abundance. Liet none
think, however, that entrance into that
righteous new world can He gained by
the religious practice of almsgiving or
the equally religious practice of begging.
Rather one should now ‘work ont his own
salvation’ and by such works demon-
strate his faith in the Royal Government
of Christ Jesus,—Awake! correspondent
in Puerto Rico.
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Know Your Sfuﬁ[ingf

NTERTIMY is the

season for feasts and
DA, banquets, when housewives
- § and cooks dust off old ree-
= ipes and try out new ones.
It is the time of year when roast turkey, duck,
goose and chicken, together with their stnffings
and trimmings, frequently eome to the dinner
table. Preparing these big meals often meane a
mad rusk, and in the rush, sadly enough, any-
thing is thrown together and called stuffing.

What o mistake! Made right, the stuffing be-
comes the memorable dish of the meal, the part
the gnests remember and talk about long after
they forget what salad or desert was gerved.
Made right, the favor of the stuffing unites with
the meat in perfeet wedlock. Made right, it is not
sharp or violent in seasoning; rather it is deli-
eate, mellow and suggestive, like perfume. Its
tantalizing aroms tesses the appetites of the
guests and coaxes them to additional helpings,
until they and not the bird ave stuffed.

Want to learn the trick of making this ex-
citing dish? Then begin with a simple recipe of
bread and butter, chives or onions, thyme and
parsley, salt and pepper, and a little water, and
after you learm how to combine these with ar-
tistic taste and expert judgment, then add snch
fancy things as nuts, fruits, bits of baeon, sand
seasonings. Fundamentally, staffings are com-
posed of these basie Ingredients: cereals, vege-
tables, meate, nuts, fruits, seasonings and liquids.

The cereal makes up the bulk, and it varies
aceording to the grain used: wheat, rice, rye, bar-
ley, corn, osats, buckwheat or soybean flour. The
form these take iz very important. Cracker
erumbs should be used gparingly to avoid slippery
texture., Bread, whether white, rye, wholewhent
or raisin, if old and dry, ean be ground to crumbs,
or if fresh, can be cubed and toasted. Qther forms
of cereals used imelunde noodles, macaroni, oat-
meal, eornmeal and boiled rice.

The vegetables, precooked, include fresh peas,
beang, corn, earvots, white or sweet potatoes,
eelery, mushrooms, grecn peppers, cabbhage, saver-
kraut and onions. These are prepared in vari-
ous ways, OQuions, for example, are either par-
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boiled or fried in a fat afterward used in the
stoffing, Potatoes are steamed or boiled and then
riced when hot to make them fluffy.

Meats for the mix may include the heart,
kidoeys, liver or sweethreads of the bird ifself,
or various cuts of pork, beef or veal that are
first cooked. Also bacon, sausage or deviled ham,
ar raw oysters are used for various stuffings.
Some recipes eall for eggs, first hard-hoiled, then
chopped or sliced and added ta the mixture
Others suggest mixing in beaten raw eggs, which
upon haking stiffen the stuffing.

To give that crunchy, “old-fashioned” taste,
add nuts to the stuffing. Hickory pufs and "wal-
nuts, or roasted, buttered and salied almonds, pe-
eans or peanuts are favorites, as well as ehest-
nuts. Sinffings with fruite are for strong-flavored
birds, and greasy goose demands the tartness that
apples and prunes or apples and  raisine give.
Other fruits that make excellent stuffings include
canned peaches, aprieols, grapes, currants, or-
anges, pineapple and cranberries. The liguid part
of the mittnre may be ooly water, hut better
to use sonp hroths, bounillon cubes, milk, tometo
juice, saunerkrant juice, orange jvice, wine, or
eognae, depending on the recipe’s design.

Last, but of prime importanee, are the seazon-
ings. Of the host of herbs and spices that may
be used, some of the more important inelude:
thyme, sage, summer savory, caraway seeds, mus-
tard, black pepper, chili powder, horse-radish,
chives, garlic, pimientoes, sweet marjoram, ginger,
eloves, mace, cinnamon and allspice. Lemon and
orange rind with sugar, or olives, or sweet or
apiced pickles, sre also very usefwl at times,

Do not be afraid to expenment with some
of the 2,000 stuffing reeipes, but do o on a small
seale and at times when company is not expeeted.
Learn to judge the finished product by how it
feels and tastes before eooking, then adjust the
moisture and seasoning accordingly. If at firet
you fail, do not become dlscnumged Profit by
what vyou learn and ftry . .
apain. Remember that only L)
vooks that know their stuf- _«Sro ('~" %
fiogs earn their reward of 't:,-_::“" P "W' el
praise, S TR g




Jehovah’s witnesses Not Anti-Catholic

HE New York Daily Compass is a

liberal newspaper. Its correspond-
ents are free to spegak their own mind.
Recently one of them did so, and was 1n
error. A letter to the editor caught up
the statement and proved its falsity. It1s
typical of the Compass that it demon-
gtrated its spirit of freedom and fair
play by publishing the letter in full in
“The Readers’ Forum”, in spite of the
fact that the letter was of some length.
It appeared in the Sunday Compass,
August 7, and was as follows:

MinisTER, CoMPARS PRINTER,
Takes Issue WITH STONE

Dear Editor:

Your commentator I. F. Stone 18 pretty
good. Generally speaking be is logical and
sincere and ready at all times to stand for the
truth even when it might be unpalatable to
the vast majority. |

Hence it was somewhat of a shock to read
in his eolumn of last Fridey these words on
the late Justice Frank Murphy:

“ .. None was readier to speak for the
hated and the hunted, whether it was the anti-
Catholie Jehovah’s witnesses or the fugitive
Eisler.”

Okay. He cen say what he pleases and I
for one would defend to the death his right
to say it. But in these days of sudden witeh-
hunts it is also good to pause a while and con-
gider the impact of such an utterance upon
the ones concerned.

I have been one of Jehovah’s witnesses for

more than 25 vears and I do not consider that

they, or myself, are anti-Catholie. To brand a
whole Christian body of persons thus in a
daily metropolitan newspaper is unjust, to
say the least, unless the writer is sure of his
facts. It is submitted that here he is in error.

It i¢ a known faet that the Catholie popu-
lation are only “children of the Chureh,” and
have no part in its administration. That part
belongs to the Vatican and the College of
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Cardinals, plus the bishops and priests in the
various dioceses of the world.

Many honest Catholics today are greatly
incensed at the conduet of their rulers in the
central organization. To be more specifie,
many Catholics in New York City today are
not in agreement with Cardinal Spellman’s
recent strikehreaking activities against Cath-
olic grave-diggers and his attack on Mrs.
Roosevelt and have emphatieally so expressed
themselves.

Mr. Stone would do well to review the
whole record of Jehovah’s witnesses and the
fight they have made for ecivil liberties in
recent years. They have carried nearly 40 cas-
es to this nation’s highest court and in gen-
eral the civil liberties all of us now enjoy
have been made more secure thereby. It is
only necessary to glance through the U. 8.
Supreme Court’s series of decisions handed
down from 1939 onward to appteciate the
truth of this. In all these it will be observed
that Jehovah’s witnesses, far from having an
“axe to grind” against the Catholics, have
only justly fought back in the medium of the
courts when a bunch of clerieal fascistic offi-
cials have denied the Jehovah’s witnesses
freedom of worship and have instead set
themselves up as the law like Mayor Hague
of unsavory memory. Is that bad?

Right now honest Catholies in the eity of
Quebec are in process of getting their eyes
open to the nefarious doings of their central
organization. In the recent trials there of
Jehovah’s witnesses—on the grounds of sedi-
tious conspiracy, mark you—there have been
plenty of persons of the Catholie faith wheo
have voluntarily come forward and expressed
themselves as completely in harmony with the
stand the Jehovah’s witnesses have taken and
have symbolically embraced them with open
arms,

No, Mr. Thackrey, Jehovah’s witnesses are
not anti-Catholie. I personally have many
Catholie friends with whom I ean still drink
a glass of beer at the day’s end without the
party ending up in a free-for-zll. And if some-
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times I may forget to bring them copies of
our paper Awake! they will not hesitate to
remind me of the matter. And many are the
Bible studies we have in Catholic homes, with
their own Catholic Douay Bible as a guide.

In recent weeks The Daily Compass has
through its commentators and news sources
publtshed much information on the Vatican
as a whole and its fight against young demoe-
racy and progression. Some of your editorials
on this have warmed and thrilled my heart
and I say, Thank God we have eome to the
time when there is'a daily newspaper that is
not afraid to speak out, sincerely and honestly,
against a totalitarian political organization
that behind a religious front seeks to hide its
record of deceit and hypoerisy and the wicked
trafficking in the souls of men! I am proud
to be associated with such a paper. While I
am not anti-Catholie, I am anti-Vatican as a
whole ; and if this be treason, make the most
of it, | '

For the record it may be stated that Jeho-
vah's witnesses are against any setup wherein
the State is supreme. That will hold good for
Nazi-Fascism, Communism or Vaticanism.
( Yatican City is now a temporal state and as
such ean—and has—entered into eoncordats
with other totalitarian states .such as Italy,
(Germany and Spain. Since also its eardinals
and bishops are loyal first to the Vatiean and
secondarily, to the country in which they may
be domieciled, i may be asked how in the event
of any eompulsory loyalty caths they would
fare, without making a mental reservation, a
‘well-known charaeteristic of the Jesuit Order,
once banned from all Christendom in 1773 by
Pope Clement XIV.,)

Recently I have been engaged in practically
& one-man fight against the whole Department
of Justice and the State Department of this
eountry when I eame before them for a visa

for permanent residence here (I am a British
subject). Finding out my religious affiliations,
they tried unsueccessfully to deport me be-
cause, of all things, I had not bought U. 8.
savings bonds, donated tny blood for war,
or donated to the Red Cross—all of which
they have admitted was purely . voluntary,
especially in view of my draft board elassifica-
tion of 4-D (ordained minister), which one
prejudiced inspector sent to Washington as
1-A! This red herring was.seen through by
the Board of Immigration Appeals, and I now
hold a non-quota visa for permanent resi-
dence, awarded to me after a terrific fight. I
do not much resent being linked to “the fugi-
tive Eisler” in Stone’s article—I can appre-
ciate, thongh not a Communist, what he went
through at their hands.

The Roman Catholic hierarchy is not a
sacred eow. It is not above honest criticism
by any individual, whether on account of its
doctrines or political dabblings., If its pope
claims to stand in the place and stead of Jesus
Christ, and as sueh elaims infallibility, it is
not treason to serutinize such claims. This the
men who started the Reformation did not hesi-
tate to do. Most, if not all, of these reformers
were once priests in the Catholie Chureh, Of
course, by their action thus taken, they be-
came anti-Vatican. But never anti-Catholie,
since at all times they were anxious to fight
and even die that their Catholie brethren
should learn the truth.

The freedom that we now have we owe to
those noble men, and it 1s no wonder that now,
in a free democracy, the feudal-minded hier-
archy sees in every progressive piece of legis-
Iation a threat to its superstitious hold on the
Catholic population.

- Eric SYMONDSON,
Linotype Operator,
The Daily Compass

TN R ¥

President Truman’s New Beads

L. Washington, Oct. 10 (AP)—President Truman received today the pope’s medal
and rosary, especially blessed for him by the head of the Roman Catholic Chureh,
Representative Neil J. Linehan, Democrat, of Iilinois, presented the gift, which
was entrusted to him during an audience with the pope on Sept. 22.—New York

Times, Oetober 11, 1949,
DEGEMBER 28, 1949
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¢¢ A ND so that, my boy, is the story of

Santa Claus. Now you go out in
the yard and play. I see your little friend
Joseph coming over here. Go play with
him, and remember to he good if you
want Santa to bring what you asked for.”
With this dismissal of his young off-
spring Humphrey, Mr. Meyers shifted
and settled himself more comfortably in
the big poreh chair.

“Did you mail my letter to Santa$®”
the satill-lingering Humphrey anxiously
queried.

“Tll take care of that. You go on and
play. I've got some reading to do,” re-
sponded the elder Meyers as he waved
his son off with one hand and with the
other plopped the Sunday paper of this
chill December morn into his lap, Papa
was deep in Li'l Abner by the time Hum-
phrey greeted Joseph in the yard.

“Hi, Joe. What's Santa bringing yout”

Joe was two years older than Hum-

hrey, and eyed the mere child coolly
or & moment hefore grunting, “Nothing.”

To young Humphrey, freshly filled up
on Santa exploits, such a catastrophe
was not to be taken lying down. In shrill
voice he demanded to know whether Joe
had sent a letter to Santa, was shocked
to hear he had not, and was appailed at
the boy’s ignorance when he asked where
letters to Santa should be addressed.

“Ty Santa’s workshop at the North
Pole, of coursel Where else?”

“T see him in the department stores,
How many Santas are there?” ques-
tioned Joe. When Humphrey unhesitat-
ingly shouted “Omne!” the older boy
dipped into his fund of superior wisdom
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“Out of the Mouth
of Babes”

The story of how some of the younger generation
" teach a parent the facts abount Santa Claus

|88

and sharply countered: “I see lots of
them downtown. Which is the real one
and which are the fakers?”

Little Humphrey Junior was flabber-
gasted. Big Humphrey Senior for the
last few minutes had bheen dividing at-
tention between Dogpatch and the front
vard, and with the loosing of this heresy
from Joe’s lips the front yard won the
tug-o’-war for his attention hands down.
The comics slid to the poreh floor. The
relentless Joe sensed his advantage and
pressed it; “Some kids get lots and oth-
ers little or nothing. Why doesn’t Santa
treat them all alike?”

“If you’re good you get presents; if
vou're bad you don't,” came back the
somewhat recovered young Humphrey.

“I try to be good, yet Santa leaves me
nothing.”

“T am good, and he leaves me lots,”
Humphrey submitted as proof.

“Your father is rich and mine isn’t, Tt
isn’t a case of heing good or bad, but
rich or poor. Jesus liked the poor and
helped them, but said it would be hard
for the rich to be good and get the gift
of life. Santa is just the opposite. He
favors the rich and forgets the poor.
That’s not right.” This simple logic from
one so young as Joseph caused & thonght-
ful expression to replace the look of
annoyance that had settled on Mr. Mey-
ers’ face,

But Hamphrey was still trying to be
a faithful disciple of Santa and started
quoting what he considered the highest
authority in existenece: “Wel), my father
told me that if T was good Santa would
give me lots.”

“Sounds like bribery to me,” rejoined
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the -&nimpressed Joseph. “And what's

more, tell me how Santa gets into the
house,”

“Down the chimney.”

“You don’t have one.”

“Then he comesg in the door.”

“But isn’t vour door locked?”

Finally voung Humphrey has spotted
the flaw, With narrowed gaze he charg-
es, “Say, vou don’t believe in Santa, and
that’s why you get nothing!”

But Joseph is not floored by this at-
tack on his faith. Instead, he calmly as-
sertg: “Santa Claus is St. Nicek, and Old
Nick 1s the Devil.” |

‘When this low blow was landed Mr.
Mevers had just about regained his com-
posure after the charge of bribery, Now
he was really shaken, and half rose from
his seat, but before his rising protest
could get out of his mouth. his young son,
intrigued by this new light on old Santa,
ingnired: “Where did you get that?”

“Joan Whitfield. She’s one of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses and read all about it in
a magazine ecalled ‘Awake! She says
Christmas is not Jesug’ birthday at all.
It’s a commercial racket nowadays. Par-

ents bribe.the kids to be good, and the

kids brive Santa. One boy put 25¢ in his
stocking along with a note telling Santa
to buy himself some beer. I read that in
the paper.”

Little Humphrey's mouth broke into
2 wide grin as he asked, “Is that why he
has such a heer belly?”

When their giggles had subsided Joe

pointed out that that tumimmy was one

good reason why Santa could never wrig-

gle down a chimney, then asked in con-
fidential tone, “Do you really believe in
Santa Clans$”

Humphrey, oblivious to the parent
eavesdyopping from the porch above,
broke down and confessed. “Well, no, not
really, but I let on like I do because it
seems to make my father and mother
happy. Why do parents try to make kids
believe such stuff, anyway?”

“Oh, they think we’re just kids and
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don’'t have much sense. Say; 1et's go to
the back yard and play in your work-
shop, huh?”

By this time the elder Meyers was al-
most proue on the poreh, It had started
out as a pleasant enough day, but the
nasty turn events had taken had made
it a rugged morning for the head of the
house. He was gazing vacantly off across
the street when motion caught his stare
and foecnsed it on the figure of a young
girl about twelve vears old. She had
about passed the house before Mr. Mey-
ers realized that this was Joan Whit-
field, the young lady that had briefed
Joseph on Christmas. She was the young
rebel responsible for the toppling of the
Santa fable, and with a shout and a wave
he drew this young Miss Whitfield onto
the poreh for a reckoning,

Joan Takes the Witness Stand

“What is it, Mr. Meyers?” she inno-
cently inquired. |

“What’s this you are going around tell-
ing the children about Santa Claust Why
do you want to disillusion the younger
children and spoil their fun? It doesn’t
hurt you if they believe in him, does it?
Youw're a bad influence on ethersl!” _

The bad influence quiekly recovered
herself from this verbal blitz, and re-
plied, “No, it doesn’t hart 1e. 1 don’t
care who believes in Santa or who cele-
brates Christmas. The »nly thing, when
other children ask me what Santa Claus
is going to bring me for Christmas [
have to tell them that I don’t believe in
him. I have to tell the truth. I don’t be-

lieve it is right to tell lies.”

This kid is going to take
some smooth handling,
thought Mr. Meyera. He
swapped his ap- ;
proach of indig-
nant scolding for §
an attitude of in-
dulgent toler-
ance., “Oh, come
now, it is not that



gerious. It is only innocent make-helieve.
The lies a8 you call them are only little
white ones. No harm in that, now, 1s
theret”

“The parents lie to their children, then
the children lie to the parents. The chil-
dren may think their lies are also white
ones, but the parents usually think they
are black. The trouble is, nearly every-
one that lies tries to justify it by saying
their lies are white. If parents don’t want
their children to lie to them, then the
parents better set a good example and
not lie to their children,” Joan answered
with such simple reasoning and obvious
gincerity, When she continued with a
question of her own Mr. Meyers sat
thoughtfully tugging his ear lobe. “You
think Christmas lies are white, bit do
vou know that the Bible shows them
black t”

“What do you mean by that? It's all in
honor of Christ’s birth, isn’t 1t¢”

“No, December 25 is not the birthday
of Christ Jesus.”

“What! Can vou prove that?” Mr,
Meyers demanded.

“The Bible proves Jesus was born
about the 1st of Oectober. First, you re-
member that whén Jesus was born the
angels sang te the shepherds that were
ont in the fields with their flocks. Well,
in Palestine the sheep do not stay in the
open fields during winter. By Decem-
ber 25 they would have been brought into
the sheepfolds. So Jesns counld not have
been horn at that time,” Joan answered;
and as Mr. Meyers slowly nodded in
agreement she continued, “Then the Bi-
ble shows that John the Baptist was born
in the spring, and that he was born six
months before Jesus. That means Jesus
must have been born in the fall of the
vear, not in wintertime. Also, we know
that Jesus was thirty-three and a half
vears old when He was killed, and that
was in the spring, about April 1, So He
must have been born thirty-three and a
half vears earlier, which would mean in
the fall of the year, around October 1.”

“Joan, you simply amaze me with all
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this. Where did you learn it?” Mr. Mey-
ers was no longer indignant or indul-
gent, He was interested.

“I'm one of Jehoval's witnesses, and
the Watchtower publications tell me all
about it, especially the dwake! maga-
zine.” |

“I'll have to look into that later. But
supposing we do have the wrong day,
why do you say that stories about Christ-
masg and Santa Claus are black lies, It’s
still in honor of Christ, even if it is on
the wrong day.”

There was no hesitaney in Joan’s an-
swer as she said, “Christ did not com-
mand Christians to celebrate His birth-
day. He told them to keep a memorial of
His death. In the Greek Scriptures there
is only one birthday that they tell about
as being celebrated, and that was Her-
od’s where Salome daneed and caused
John the Baptist to lose his head. But
mainly the fact that it is the date De-
cember 20 that is celebrated is- what
makes it bad.”

“Why so? Why did they use that day{”

Why December 257

“The Roman (Catholic Church set that
date as Christ’s birthday, They picked
that day over three hundred years after
Christ died, and selected it becanse it
was the holy day of the sun-worshipers,
the day when they said the sun had a re-
birth. The Catholic Church deliberately
picked that day of pagan-worship so that
1t would appea] to the heathen and make
it easier to convert them to Catholieism.”

Mr. Meyers was impressed, but not
through. “Well, what is wrong with thatt
If by doing that we could make more
Christians, why not?”

“Do you have a Bible?” Joan asks.
When Mr. Meyers answers in the affirm-
ative and fetches it from ingide the house
at the girl's request, Joan continues,
“Read 2 Corinthans 6:14-16.”

After some thumbing of the pages to
find the text, Mr, Meyers reads aloud:
“Be ve not unegnally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
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righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with dark-
ness? And what concord hath Christ with
Belialt or what part hath he that be-
lieveth with an infidel? And what agree-
ment hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God.”

Mr. Meyers slowly shakes his head
from side to side as he says that that
does not look so good for Christmas, a
pagan festival with a Chrishan label. He
questions Joan as to how sure she is that
Awake! is right in saying what it does
abount the pagan origins of the Christmas
celebration, and when she informs him
that the ideas are not those of Adwake!
but can be found in many encyclopedias
and other books he goes into the house
and returns with a volume from his set
of encyclopedias and another beook on
the subject. After reading intently for a
few moments, he looks up at Joan and
says, “Call Homphrey around here, He
18 in his workshop in the back vard.”

To Joan’s call Humphrey answers,
“Can’t come now., Busy.”

“Dolng what?” Joan asks.

“Reading a Dick Tracy comic book,”
comes the muffled reply from the work-
shop.

At this point Mr. Meyers jumps up
and strides to the edge of the porch and
shouts for his son in a tone that brings
both Humphrey and Joseph almost as
quickly as the echo. When all four are
on the porch Mr. Meyers unburdens him-
gelf as he resumes his seat, “That’s the
trouble with this vounger generation.
Always got their heads buried in eomic
books or some other trash. No wonder
there’s so much delinquency. When I was
a boy your age I was. working after
school and helping make the family liv-
ing. But all young fﬂll{s can do nowadays
ig read comic books.”

Background of Sania and Christmas
Fortunately for the model boy now

grown to manhood, L'l Abner lies out of

sight behind the chair. He addresses his
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son, “Humphrey, this morning 1 told yon
a lot of stuff about Santa Claus anc
Christmas. I heard you and Joe talking
In the yard afterward, so 1 know you
don’t believe it. But I've learned some
more things, and I want you to listen to
them.” Then Mr. Meyers reads bits from
the two volumes he has brought out, in-
terweaving his own comnients as he

araphrases the substance of what the
Eﬂoks contain. His words are as follows:

“It shows here that Christ was not
born on December 25, but that that was
the birthday of an ungodly man named
‘Nimrod’ who lived thousands of years
before Christ. After he died the people
thonght he became a god, and that he
was represented by the sun. So they wor-
shiped the sun, which is contrary to
God’s Word the Bible, The days start
gotting longer about December 25, so
that was considered the time when the
sun was reborn. Those pagans put ever-
green trees on Nimrod's grave on De-
cember 25, because they thought that
Nimrod did not die but was immortal.
On this day there was much feasiing,
overeating and overdrinking, just as
many do now on Christmas.

“When the ancient pagans celebrated
this day they exchanged gifts, as Chris-
tendom does tnda}* and as the three wise
men did in Jesus’ day. Those three wise
men were heathen religionists out of the
East. They were stargazers, and were
led by a demonie light to Herod, that
they might betray Jesns’ whereaboyts to
the eruel ruler that wanted to kill Him.
This shows that the early Christians did
not celebrate Jesus’ birthday, that ‘in the
Scriptures sinners alone, not saints, cele-
brate their birthday’.

“Here it quotes the Cathohie Encyclo-
pvedie as saying ‘Christmas was mnot
among the earliest festivals of the
church’ and admits that ‘the well-known
solar feast, celebrated December 25, has
g strong claim on the responsibility for
our Christmmas date’. The Catholic World
editor says: ‘It is a well-known fact that
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opes and councils in the early Church
gefberately placed a Chnstlan festival
on or near the day of a previously hea-
thenish and generally licentious celebra-
tion.

“My goodness! Here it says that the
Century Dictionary says that Old Nick
means the Devil and refers to St. Nicho-
las! And the encyclopedia goes on to tell
us that St. Nicholas was a Catholie bigh-
op of the fourth century and was called
later by the Dutch ‘Santa Claug’. I never
dreamed that all this was in back of
Christmas! And here is still more. In
worshiping the sun as the source of life
holly was thought te be sacred because
it was always green. Mistletoe was spe-
cially sacred to the &Jagan worshipers,
and when a boy found a girl under it he
kissed her. The Christmmas trees, the
holly, the mistletoe, the special eats, the

heavy drinking, the gifts and the date of
December 25—all of it 1s saturated with
heathen idolatry and not true Christian-
ity. And the Bible text Joan had me read
shows the two should never be mixed
together. FPve been blind, but the truth
has now made me free of such paganism.”

After a thoughtful pause, he turned to
his son Humphrey and ordered, “For-
get about this Santa Claus blasphemy.”

“I never believed it anvway. Joe told
me it was allaf ake,” replied Humphrey.

“Joan told me,” volunteered Joe.

“The Watehtnwer publieations told
me,” chimed in Joan.

Mr. Meyers looked silently from one
to the nther of the children around him.
In'a quiet voice he said, “And now I've
learned it, ‘Out of the mouth of babes.’ ”
—Psalm 8 2; Matthew 21: 16.

-’-———.’-@-@-—-ﬂlﬁ-
Uneasy Conscience at Christmastime

,rm The following editorial was published in the New York Star of December 24, 1948,
7 3 It is as appropriate now as it was B year ago. It reads: “This is an uneasy Merry
Christmas, and perhaps it is well that it is. While we deck the halls with wreaths
of holly, pile high the red, green, blue and white tissue paper and gaily eolored
ribbons of unwrapped gifts; sing carols {those of us who still do sing); admire.
the brightly lighted tree; and frolic -with youngsters, new-laden with toys; some-
thing of the same conscience He stirred in the minds of men nearly 2,000 years

ago slips in to plague us, What is it, we ask curselves? The splurge of buying is over and we
bave indulped ourselves with an emulation of the Magi, each aceording to, or slightly beyond
pur means. We rejoice at larders stocked with the sweetmeats of the earth, even though the
prices still are high, Then we cateh ourselves looking at statistics on Christmas sales, find they
are off, and find ourselves irked a bit that we have so commercialized the season that we think
of it in termns of material well-being. ‘And on earth, peace, good will toward men,’ capturés
men’s imagination as it perhaps never did in His bellicose day. We hang a set of warmakers
in Tokyo—but, with & twinge, we think of Hircshima and Nagasaki, of a potential $15,000,-
000,000 outlay for armaments, of a western allianee, of s eold war still going on. And some of
our churchmen say a hot one fought in His name against the ‘anti-Christ’ of the East would
be justified, forgetting that the masses involved on the other side also worship Him ag the
Son of Man, the Prince of Peace, We in the West proclaim a eivilization built on His philoso-
phy, generously cast our surplus loaves across the waters, and sit back to await the world’s
gratitude in good behavior. Bat ‘man shall not live by bread alone,’ nor by preachment alone,
but by a faith backed with works. The yellow, the red, the black men of Asia and Africa doubt
not our ability to perform the miracles of the machine age; but looking at our own south-
land, at our umneasy piling up of srmaments, at our foleration of raee diserimination, at our
inability to persuade ourselves and others to the great values He gave us, they see vs through

a Thomas’ eyes——and with considerable logic.”
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AVE yvou lost an arm
11 or a leg in an auto
accident?! Were some of
your arteries or nerves
shot away or shattered in the last war?
Do cataracts blind your eyes? Have your
teeth or hair fallen out? Has arthritig
frozen your joints? Have a hole in your
skull that needs plugging up? Need a
new roof in your mouth? Or do you need
a replacement for your lungs, kidneys or
heart? If so, you will be interested to
know that there are many shops around
the country that are now in the business
of supplying “spare parts” for the hn-
man body, both natural and artificial.
The best-known natural-replacement
part is the cornea for the eye, the clear
membrane that covers the iris of the
eyeball. If you knock the window out of
vour house, or if the windshield of your
eutomobile is scratched or cloudy, you
get new glass to replace the old. Like-
wise, if “the windows of the eves” are
damaged or defective they can, in many
instances, be replaced by transplanting
good corneas from other people’s eyes.
But few people would sacrifice their
sight in order that another might see,
and even if they were willing to do so it
might lead to double misery: for if the
transfer should be unsuccessful, then
two persons would be blind instead of
one.
This led to the setting up in 1945 of
an “eye bank” to which people could will
their eyes. At death the hospital is then
free to remove such “willed” eorneas be-
fore decay sets in, and preserve them un-
til needed. It makes no difference wheth-
er the corneas are from those of a still-
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‘born baby or from an old man of 70, as
long as they are healthy. And not only the
corneas are placed on ice in the “bank”
but also the humor, the clear gelatinous
substance that fills the eyeball. It is
bottled and put in a deep-freeze unit for
use in eyes where blood clots form.

During the first two years after the
eye bank wag set up more than 600 cor-
neas were donated. Speeialists in graft-
ing sprouted up fast, so that in three
vears, instead of 10 or 15, there were
over 90 capable of performing this deli-
cate surgery. Not all the 250,00G blind
people in the country will be able to have
their sight restored through transplanted
corneas. If their optic nerves or retinas
are damaged, or if they have poor mus-
cle eontrol, then replacement of the tiny
front window will do no good. Statistics
show that many transplantings are un-
suceessful, and some cloud up from un-
known reasons. So unless & person is
practically blind, better to get along with
Pnor sight than gamble with the possible

oss of sight altogether.

Need a new jaw or a shinbone, or a
vertebra for vour broken back? You can
now get these replacement parts and
many others for the framework upon
which vou are hung, Heretofore, a per-
son requiring a bone graft had to have
a piece of bone taken from another part
of his own body, or a friendly donor had
to undergo an operation to supply the
needed bone. Now. all the surgeon has to
do is to go down to the deep-freeze com-
partment in the hospital and select a
piece of frozen bone for the job at hand.
In 1946 a couple of “bone lockers” were
set up in New York hospitals where
pieces of hones sealed in jars were kept
at temperatures of 10 to 20 degrees be-
low zero. Supplies for these surgical
stockpiles were obtained from amputa-
tions and from healthy persons who met
with sudden death.
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The great success in bone-gratting 18
due to t%ll:e fact that the replacement part
ia actually living cells that soon become
an integral part of the body. One sur-
vey showed that out of 104 cases only 4
developed any complications. A 22-year-
old girl, a victim of poliomyelitis, has
her spine propped up with bones from
nine different individuals. With more
and more hospitals throughout the coun-
try setting up “bone hanks”, it will not be
long before every community will have
its own deep-freeze unit well stocked
with a good supply of hones of every size
and shape for the repair of local frames.

Other *Second-Hand” Paris

Cartilage is another name for the
“grigtle” found in different parts of the
body. It is a tough, flexible substance re-
sembling to some extent certain synthetic
plastics. Most useful in plastie surgery
on noses and ears, and for facial repair
work, cartilage in times past was taken
from the patient’s own ribs or hipbone.
But now regular cartilage banks are set
np. The idea of storing this gristle is not
new, but for a long time its storage was
unsuccessful because it was hard stuff to
preserve. Finally, it was learned that if
kept in a refrigerator in a gpecial salt so-
lution which is changed weekly it could
be kept for two vears without spoiling.
A few doctors report great success over
a five-year period in which they per-
formed 375 cartilage graftings.

Sinaller, yvet very important, “bank
accounts” have been opened for.human
arteries and nerves. A good artery from
an accident viectim is placed as the lining
in a metal tube made of vitallium so that
the ends of the artery extend beyond the
tube. These atre folded back to form eufis
over the ends of the tube. The whole 18
then quick-frozen and kept until needed.
In replacing a section the ends of the
broken artery are simply slipped over
the frozen euffs, tied with silk, and the
whole, tube and all, is sewed up in the

body of the patient.
18

Nerve replacemenis Are €ven more
marvelons when one considers their del-
icate nature. If ouly severed, nerves can
be “glued” together with special cement,
but if a section of nerve iz torn away
completely, it must be replaced if paraly-
sis is to be prevented. Freshly removed
nerves are quick-frozen and later de-
hydrated in high vacuum and stored i
sealed contamers until needed.The Rus-
sians were among the first to remove
such nerve fragments from battle casual-
ties and use them to patch up the war-
torn legs and arms of soldiers, Another
report tells of 28 peripheral nerve graft-
ings, most of which were very successful.
Of these one was cutstanding indeed. It
involved the connecting together of six
nerves from a shoulder with 17 nerwe
endings in an arm, a feat unparalleled
in surgery. |

Skin-grafting, for long a slow, tedious
and not too eflicient operation, has in re-
cent times received a great impetus,
thanks for the Brown Klectro-Derma-
tome. This instrument peels as much skin
off In 5 minutes as formerly took 30 io
45 minutes. As a result many, many more
victims of burns and aceidents need not
be cursed with scarfaces, but may have
their faces and arms patched over with
skin a8 good as new.

A line of research having far-reaching
and intriguing possibilities has been
that carried on by a number of individ-
uals in an attempt to replace pulled-out
teeth with others that will take root and
grow, It has been snggested that if such
a thing becomes possible then tooth
banks could be set up similar to the oth-
er spare-part collections. One dentist in
California, advancing along this line, re-.
placed extracted molars with young wis-
dom tooth buds, and out of 35 cases le
claims 33 were soccessful. The operation
is limited to those between 12 and 19
years of age, for by that time their jaw
formation is about set and their wisdom
teeth are gtill in the budding stage.

Replacing lost blood, the body’s most
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important fluid, with other people’s blood
is now almost as common a practice as
driving your car into a service station
and having a quart of oil poured in. And,
as crankcases are drained and refilled, so
also is the blood, in some cases, complete-
ly changed in a person’s body. Sometimes
a newborn baby is cursed with the dread
disease known as erythroblastis, is jaun-
diced, and"has a red blood eell count
only half that of normal-—all because the
Rh factor of its blood is a different type
from that of the mother. The procedure
in such cases 18 to drain out the baby’s
poisoned blood and replace it with the
opposite type.

As to the propriety of this procedure,
or, for that matter, blood transfusions in
general, much could be said. But the es-
sential thing is that true Christians and
believers in the Bible are commanded by
Holy Scripture “to abstain ... from
blood”. (Acts 15:6-29; Leviticus T7: 26,
27; 17:10-12) Blood transfusions vio-
late God’s laws coneerning the sanctity
of blood. If such violate the Life-giver’s
laws, then instead of being life-savers,
blood transfusions are ultimate death-
dealers.—See dwoeke! September 22,
1949, p. 25.

Ariificial Replacemenit Paris
Just as a well-equipped repair shop
ctrries stocks of extra parts for the ma-

chines it serviees, so the modern hospital

has on hand not only natural spare parts
but also many substitute materials with
which to rebuild and fix up human ma-
chinery. Several metals are used in gnch
repair work in the form of pins, nails,
plates, tubing and wire meshing. When
brain tumors and abscesses are removed
stainless-steel wire mesh is used like the
reinforcement in conerete in filling up
the hole in the skull, which sometimes is
an inch and, a half in diameter.

Vitallium, an alloy of eobalt, chromi.-
um and nickel, is another metal used for
mending breaks in the human hody. Like
stainless steel it is noneorrosive and
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nonirritating, and therefore, in the form -
of plates, pins or braces, it can be loft
in the flesh for the lifetime of the body.
In one outstanding case, where a 10-
year-old girl's throat was almost closed
shut with scar tissue following the re-
moval of her tonsils and adenoids, vital-
lium provided her with an artificial
throat and thus saved her life. The cast-
metal throat was covered with a film of
skin and then put in place and worn by

- the girl for seven months. When the skin

was completely grafted, the metal throat
was removed, and after 4 years with no
sign of returned scar tissue the girl won

a superior rating as a soprano in a state

high school contest.

Tantalum is one of the rarer metals
of the earth, and, unlike stainless steel or
vitallium, it is malleable and soft and
can be rolled out into thin foil only
1/4000 of an inch thick, or it can be
drawn Into wire thread one-fourth the
diameter of a human hair. More than
30,000 feet of such suture was used dur-
ing the war to tie severed nerves and
biood vessels together. Wire gauze made -
of tantalum has been successfully used
to repair large ruptures in fat people
where their tissues are not strong enough
to hold together.

Subsiitute Joints, Limbs,
Teeth, Eyes, Hair

An artifiecial hip joint, consisting of an
18-inch steel shaft with a plastic ball on
the end, has already been tried out. The
shaft is hammered into the thigh bone
and the plastic knob fits into-the socket
of the pelvis. So successful has this
proved, it is now hoped that a similar
shoulder joint can be perfected.

There are something like 350,000 add-
ed yearly to the list of 23,000,000 dis-
abled Americans—victims of poliomye-
litis, wars and accidents. Many of these
are held together with mechanical braces
on their necks, backs and limbs. Plenty
of others, one-armed and one-legged peo-
ple, are hobbling around on artificial
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limbs. But instead of turning out the
heavy, elumsy old pirate-style peg legs,
the modern arm-and-leg shops are pro-
ducing aluminum-weight, free-riding
limbs with knee and ankle joints, sponge
rubber toes, and felted soles. In place of
the burdensome harness straps, modern
limbs are held in place by vacoum, One
make of leg even allows the toes of the
foot to swing to the side through a 4-inch
arc to mimic the natural foot when walk-
ing. Thus much of the awkwardness and
discomfort of former models i3 elimi-
nated.

The same is true of the new, powerful,
gsensitive, lifelike hands and arms that
have been invented. When this mechan-
ical hand is covered with a malded plas-
tic glove the deception is practically com-
pléte. These gloves come in five skin
colors, five sizes and two degrees of vein
prominences, with inserted hairs on the
backs to mateh the natural hand on all
points.

S0 common are some artificial devie-
es that only passing mention of them
needs to be made. Rotating glass eyes
for the one-eyed; toupees and wigs for
the baldheaded; false teeth, bridges and
plates for the aged; glasses for the dim-
eyed ; arch supports for the weak-footed;

adding for sagging shoulders; girdles
or flabby museles; “falsies” for relaps-
ing breasts. Even the artful powders,
rouges, lipsticks, hair dyes, ete., of the
cosmetic manufacturer are extensively
used as substitutes when the radiant
beauty of youth begins to fade.

Artificial Organs

Replacing exterior parts of the human
body is wonderful enough, but when ma-
chines can take over the duties of organs
on the inside it is little short of a mira-
cle. If the hard-working kidneys, which
normally are capable of removing poi-
spnons impurities from as much as 800
gallons of blood per day, become over-
loaded and break down there are arti-
fictal kidneys able to take over the job
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and thus extend a person’s spau of life
g few months or years. The firsi of these
machines were as big as bathtubs,
weighed a hundred pounds; and were
able to remove an ounce of urea from the
blood in'an hour’s time, The later models,
working on the same general principle of
osmosis, are only about a foot square and
weigh a mere ten pounds. It ig not neces-
sary to remove the kidneys in order for
these robots to take over. A tube is sim-
ply inserted in the artery of the patient’s
wrist and after the blood is run through
the maechine 1t 18 returned to the body
through a vein. This permits the over-
worked organs {o recover and again take
up thelir normal duties.

Robot hearts and lungs probably rep-
resgent the height of achievement in sub-
stitutes for human organs. In emergency
cases there is an external glass lung, no
bigger than a clenched fist, that oxygen-
ates the blood and frees it from carbon
dioxide, The eardiopulmonary machine,
a combination artificial lung and heart,
has proved itself eapable of taking over
the duties of the heart for more than a
half hour at a time while surgery is per-
formed on the heart. Venous blood is
shunted around the heart, through the
machine, and after oxygenating 1t it is
returned to the aorta, or great artery,
where 1t flows to the brain. Most intri-
cate, this machine prevents sedimenta-
tion, eontrols the temperature, removes
air bubbles, controls rate of oxygenation,
prevents loss of water, separates the
blood’s red coloring matter, and reduces
the sugar in the hlood.

But, however wonderful and useful
these spare parts may seem, they are
still very poor substitutes. This 1s be-
cause man’s scientific learning is abso-
lntely incapable of duplicating the alto-
gether marvelons design and efficiency of
the human body. Of a truth, only the
Almighty God, Jehovah, can and will
restore broken and deformed men of
good-will to the state of perfection once
enjoyed in den, -
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ANY people who read the figures on
taxation submitted by learned
though confusing "economists do not
realize that those endless figures repre-
sent little swords hacking away at Amer-
ican freedom. This article attempts in
s1mple language to present the consensus
of opinion of responsible economists and
politicians on the very dismal outlook
that government spending forebodes.

Have you ever complained about the
high cost of food? Your taxes are costing
you more. In 1947 food cost Americans
$474 billion, taxes $543 billion, which
cumdputed per person comes to $330 for
food and $371 for taxes. On a pair of
shoes, 502 different taxes are levied.
Oaly the very rich worry much abont
the fact that federal income tax takes up
to around 90 percent of large incomes.

But have vou considered how states
and munieipalities are “fishing in the
same stream”? On this one tax author-
ity points out: “Thus if a person iz 8
‘citizen’ of Delaware, maintains a ‘per-
manent abode in New York’, and spends
‘a portion of the
taxable year in . 5,
California, he
will he taxed by
all three states.”
If you live in
PPhiladelphia or
certain other cit-
Jes, vyou will also
pay & personal
income tax to the
city.

If you drive a motor vehicle, besides
the multiple taxes added in the purchase
price, you are taxed for this privilege
by federal, state and often local govern.
ment, Local governments also figure in
the “erazy-quilt pattern” of taxation by
adding their own “take” on death, gift,
tobacco, aleohol and other tax levies al.

DECEMBER 22, 1949

cﬁﬁﬁ RE

As in 1776, can taxation now lead to tyranny?

ready exacted at the federal and state
levels.

The impetus to taxation increase has,
of course, been war. But other wars have
never brought the mountain of debt piled
up by World War II. Up until World
V&ar I, the federal government relied
nmss.ml};r on excise duties (chiefly liquor
and tobaeco) and customs for revenue.
Then came 1945, of dubious taxation dis-
tinction. “In the one year of 1945 the gov-
ernment spent wore than it had spent
from the inanguration of President
Washington to the administration of
President Hoover—140 years and includ-
ing World War 1.” This all-time peak
climbed above the $100-billion level.
After 1933 the government threw away
the - prineiple ng balaneing the budget.
Frnm 1933 through 1947 the Umted
States collected $248.5 billion in taxes
and spent $485 billion, If a family spent
almost twice as much as it earned for
14 years, a school child could tell you
that the family would “go hroke”.

This article began to show how far the

United States
U’\

has progressed
toward “social-
ism”, sometimes
referred to as
the “welfare
gstate”. Britain,
with government
ownership of
most business,
socialized medi-
cine and other
federal services, supported at a cost of -
40 percent of the national income, exhib-
its “demoeratic socialism” in operaticn.
Despite this “terrifie take” from its sub-
jects, Britain has been recently foreed to
a doubtful expedient, a one-third deval-
uation of the pound. Therefore many
question why America should follow in
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Britein’s footsteps when Britain herself
stays barely afloat largely through Amer-
iean support. How then can the UUnited
States do better for herself by adopting
socialism? It reminds one of the drunk
being helped by the sober man, who de-
cides to get drunk himself in order to
help his intoxicated ecompanion better.

]Euw big has American government
then become, or how far has it gone on
the road to socialism? At present Sena-
tor Byrd estimates that all taxes have
reached nearly 30 percent of ur national
income, The entire personal income of
most of the western states is required
just to finance Uncle Sam. And this does
not include state governmental costs.
Government is gigantie in other ways: It
owns 24 percent of all the land, an equiv-
alent in area of seventeen of the western
gtates; “it is now in business to such an
extent that our biggest manufacturing
concern looks like a bieycle shop in com-
parison.”

Government nwnershi}g increases tax-
ation for two reasons: “First, it removes
one more source of income from which
it ean collect taxes. Secondly, it adds one
more possible source of cost, which the
“eople must pay for by more taxes.” Nor
is government noted for its economical
manner of running bhusinesses,

Summing up the tax situation Webster
says: “How Ead is taxation, and how
does it affect our lives, our economy, our
country? Its filching fingers reach out at
the unhorn baby, grabbing at the food,
the medical care and hospitalization of
its mother and the layette prepared for
its arrival. Those grasping, itching fin-
gers will follow and elutch at the child
throughout its life, and like ghouls, deze.
crate its final resting place. Its every
need, comfort and laxury will be less
plentiful and more costly—at school,
play, home, work, business, and retire-
ment—all because of taxes. No thing 1t
will ever own or use can escape many of
the myriad forms of taxation.” (Vilal
Speeches, May 15, 1948) Excessive taxa-
tion has another terrible implication.
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Destruction of Freedom

Note the warning of Britain published
in the Economist of London: “A state
which taxes away 40 percent of all in-
comes, and much more of the incomes of
its suecessful and energetie, is killing the
motive power that -keeps it alive. . ..
The long continuation of taxation any-
thing like 40 percent of the national in-
come will ruin the country.” (Mareh 1948,
quoted in Time magazine, March 28,
1949, p. 27) Tume explains that the heavy
taxation leaves nothing for savings, has
almost imlpuverished the middle class,
who were looked to in the past to invest
their savings in British enterprises.
Capital investments came from private
individuals, This source is now gone, so
that when new machines, new equipment
18 needed, they must be bought by the
government. In order to do this govern-
ment must inerease its taxes,

The “un-merry-go-round” is self-accel-
erating, all controls thrown to the winds,
If this analogy were followed the out-
come would evidently witness the disin-
tegration of the merry-go-round through
its self-generated centrifugal foree. Per-
haps there would be some pieces left,
even some hobby horses, but as an or-
ganized, functioning vehiecle it would be
no more. The question then for determi-
nationis, Can this happen to democracy?

The opinion of many economists is
that excessive taxation will eventually
destroy the American way of life. Her-
man Steinkaus, president of the TU. S.
Chamber of Commerce, evaluates the sit-
uation darkly: “The history of other na-
tions over the centuries is that when the
national government takes over 25 per-
cent or more of the people’s total income
in taxes, it virtually becomes itz master
instead of its servant.” In America, the
prognosis of the tax disease, just as in
England, brings destruction of private
enterprise followed by government own-
ership. A tax on business as such is thus,
in the final analysis, a tax on enterprise.

Just how taxation destroys private
AWAEKE!



enferprise can be observed in an exag-
gerated degree by observing its opera-
tion on those in the high brackets. One
wealthy bnsiness execntive estimated
that an investment of $30,000,000 in a pa-
per factory would bring about $9,000,000

ross profits. Of the net profits of only
52,500,000 after all expenses, the govern-
ment exacts a corporation tax of another
million, leaving $1,500,000 for dividends.
As the businessman is already in the
80% bracket the government would take
£1,250,000 of the dividend, leaving the
businessman $250,000 on a risk of thirty
million, less than one percent. Faced
with these facts, the man did not pur-
chase the paper faetory, which would
have given employment to many. In-
stead, he decided to purchase 2 percent
{ax-exempt munieipal or government
bonds. Thereby went more backing to
the government, which all know is not
only extravagant but corrupt and grait-
ing,

No tears need be shed for the man who
had only $250,000 for his trouble, but the
small investor also goes through the tax
meat-grinder. Says the Saturday Eve-
ning Post article “Capitalism’s Worst
Foes Aren't Reds at All”: “It is all very
well to wave the atomic bomb at enemies,
but we shall not have much to save if
some curb is not placed on those at home
who are responsible for the endless ex-
pansion of bureaucracy and the contin-
ual rise of government cost.” (April 14,
1948)

All agree that the high tax on business
is destroying individual initiative. Ma-
gill expresses it thus; “With the present
scale of taxation we have put the brake
on men’s initiative to a dangerous de-
gree by piling heavier and heavier bur-
dens on them as they try to climb the
ladder.” Small investors are so much
affected by this condition through pur-
chase of securities as trust funds, annu-
ities, ete., that they hold a large share in
business, “If this goes on a little langer ”
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says one editor, “the idea of helping the
worker and the ‘ittle fellow’ by bashing
American business over the head may
lose its appeal.”

Just in passing it might be well to add
that federal aid to states and price-fixing
also hurry along the socialistie process.
One writer, pointing out that the govern-
ment has no money except what is taken
from the states, never returning all that
it colleets, compares this device to tak-
ing blood out of one arm of the patient,
spilling 4 little in between and injecting
hiz own blood into the other arm. Many
states are now balking at this type of
“transfusion”.

After socialism then what? “Given am-
bitious and unscrupulous leaders with
socialistic tendencies, how easgily can the
fruits of taxation be socialism.” After
the “regimented economy”, the “planned
state” “the next post-graduate degree 18
‘P.S.—the Police State” Could this
mean first the English version “with a
slight Russian accent or undertone”?
Thus “individual liberty can be de-
stroyed by government spending and
taxation”. (T/gﬁal Sneeches, May 15,
1948)

The welfare state has never proved
satisfactory. Being told what to do,
where to do it, and when to do it is slav-
ery. Such type of slavery may give secu-
rity, but not & security in freedom fto
pursue individual happiness. Up to the

resent time no other nation has been ag

igh in its living standard as the United
States or as free for individual action
and initiative. But is that all being now
periled by the spree of spending?

Students of the Scriptures see even
more in this-apparently haphazard pace
of government, The current, powered
the invisible forces of Satan, hurries al
nations to the Dead Sea of Armageddon.
Let the wise take notice and act with dis-
eretion by learning the Lord’s way to
safety, and His provision of.a Theocrat-
ie government to replace all kinds of im-
perfect human rule.
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Bad Conscience Begins

ONSCIENCE is that faculty of the
mind by which the human creature
realizes and distinctly perceives or ap-
reciates that the course of action taken
E}r him is right or wrong, Men “shew the
work of the law written in their hearts,
their conscience also bearing witness,
and their thoughts the mean while accus-
ing or else excusing one another”. (Ro-
mans 2:15; see also 2 Corinthians 1:12
and 1 Peter 3: 16) Before Adam the first
man ate the forbidden fruit he knew it
was wrong, hecause God had told him so.
He also knew that both he and his wife
were nude, but, being Innocent, they were
not ashamed.—QGenesis 217, 25,

When Adam and Eve had taken the
course of action in wviolation of God’s
law, they distinctly perceived and appre-
ciated that they had done wrong, and a
realization of their nakedness was evi-
dence to them that they had done wrong.
They were fearful and, trying to hide
their nakedness, they hid themselves. Be-
fore committing their aet they, of course,
possessed the faculty of mind, and now
that faculty of the mind began to mani-
fegt itself beeause of their wrongful act,
But there was no expression of regret
because of their ungrateful deed and act
of rebellion. They sewed fig leaves to-
gether and covered their nakedness.
Their aet of doing so in no way indicated
that they had been lifted to a higher
realm of thought as founders of a self-
righteous “legion of deceney”. It shows
that their conscience condemned them as
criminals. {Genesis 3:7-10) Their show-
ing of fear was another evidence that
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their conscience condemmned them and
they knew before God they were wrong.

The clergy have time and again said
that they exercised their sexual fune.-
tions and that this was what was meant
by violating God’s law against eating
forbidden fruit. Such clergy conclusion
15 worse than absurd, for the Scriptures
clearly show that this was not what they
did. The Bible plainly shows that God
had forbidden them to partake of this
fruit and that their aet in doing so was
that which was wrong, because it showed
rebellion and dislovalty to God,

On the same day God called them to
account, There was no expression of re.

gret on their part nor manifestation of

repentance. They began to offer. proof
tending toward excuse or self-justifica-
tion. The woman blamed the serpent.
The man blamed both the woman and
his Creator, saying, “The woman whom
thou gavest to be with me, she gave me
of the tree, and I did eat.” (Genesis
3:12) The immference to he drawn from
this statement is that, if God had left
Adam alone in the garden and not given
him the woman, the wrongful act would
not have been committed, and that
therefore God was partially responsible
for the wrong.

The Devil has ever tried to induce men
to believe that God is responsible for the
sufferings and woes of mankind, Doubt-
less he made that suggestion to Adam at
the time that Adam sought to blame
somebody else and justify himself. This
proves conclusively that Adam did not
express any regret or sorrow for having
displeased or grieved his Creator Jeho-
vah God.
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The act of sin and rebellion on the
part of God’s ereatures could not go on-
noticed or unpunished, Punishment must
follow swiftly or God’s law would be a
nulhty and His universal government a
farce; and sin now begun would wreck
Hig universe. God proceeded to enter
judgment against man in harmony with
the law which He had announced, that
death would result from their sin. Be-
cause the woman had assumed a superior
position and had run ahead of her hus-
band and blazed the trail in disobedience,
she must suffer some things in addition
to the penalty of death. During her life
God declared that she must be subject
to her husband and eonceive and bring
forth her children in sorrow.

Adam and his wife, under the terms of
God’s judgment, were to continue to ex-
ist for a time, and during that existence
they must be deprived of the peace and
Joy of life. By their wrongful act their
right to life wag forfeited. Within the
allotted time provided by the law they
muet return to the dust of the earth from
which man was taken. They must leave
their perfect and happy home and go out
into that part of the earth that would
produce thorns and thistles.. Against
these they must battle to get their bread
and eat it m the sweat of their face, and

thug continue until the judgment be eom-
pleted in their death. While the¢ penalty
wag death, the issne that had npw arisen
respecting Jehovah’s universal sover-
eignty caused Him t6 enforee that penal-
ty in such a way that they did not die in-
stantly. So He drove them out of Eden.

Adam’s control over the animals was
now gone and he was no longet in God’s
mage as God’s representative on the
earth. He was no longer in God’s likeness
in having that perfect halance of the
faculties of justice, wisdom, love and
power. Being expelled from Xden,
Adar’s return and eating of the fruit of
the tree of life was prevented by setting
a guard at the entrance, The words of
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(od’s record, “So he drove out the man,”
shows that Adam did not willingly leave
after the judgment was pronounced
against him, but that he was compelled
to go.

Outside Eden and without God’s pro-
tection, Adam and ¥ve could hope for
shelter and protection from no one. They
knew not when their lives might be taken
away from them by accident or by the
wild beasts now suhject to the Serpent’s
influenee. Their condition was anything
but a happy one. Their communion with
God was now cut off, because God had
turned His face against them and they
had no privilege of prayer or other
means of communieation. There is no
reason, however, to deduce that they felt
any sorrow or repentance for their sin.
Nothing in the record indicates it, The
silence of the record must be taken as
presumpftive evidence that Adam’s atti
tude was that of indifference. |

Rather than being faith, Kive’s expres-
sion at the birth of Cain, namely, “I have
gotten a man with the help of Jehovah,”
was a presumption on her part that she
was the woman whose seed would bruise
the Serpent’s head and that Cain was
the seed. Tt was likewise presumption
when she said at the birth of Seth: “God
hath appointed me another seed instead
of Abel; for Cain slew him.” {(Genesis
4:1, 25, Am. Stan. Ver,) There was no
real basis for her conscience to be at
ease, leading her to think that henceforth
she was the favored instrument of God,
and that her husband, Adam, was the
favored instrument of God, to bring
forth a seed that would bruise the Ser-
pent’s head and vindicate God’s name
and universal sovereignty.

And the facts show that Adam and
Eve were never used as God’s instru-
ment in that behalf, The woman of God’s
promise (Genesis 3: 15) is His universal
organization of holy heavenly ereatures,
and the Seed is His Christ, His only be-
gotten Son.-~Galatians 3:16; 4: 26.
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Gold Coast Jig-Saw Puzzle

By “Awske!” correspondent in Gold Coast

KO ELF-GOVERNMENT this year!”
That is the way, we are told, the
political Gold Coast picture will look
when put together. But putting the
pieces of this jig-saw together, that is
the pnzzle, When too many play the game,
when there are too many ideas of how
the pieces should go together, when too
many pull apart, break up and scatter
that which 1s already assembled, the
problem is not solved. _

After the disturbanees in this Afriean
conntry last year (reported in dwake!
Septernber 8, 1948), the United Gold
Coast Convention (U.G.C.C.) began
pushing harder than ever te attain self-
government for the country in the short-
est poesible time. All politieal parties
and tribes in the land began singing in
unison as they demanded freedom from
foreign domination. The familiar letters
8.G. (Self-Government) began to appear
on buildings throughout the busy sec-
tions of the large towns. Europeans,
while shopping, were heckled with cries:
“We want self-government” and “Go
back to your country”.

Little groups gathered on street cor-
ners around bill-postings of the daily
news headlines, there to discuss the lat-
ent developments toward the goal of
home-rule, Rumors, whisperings and gos-
sip, which spread like wildfire, added to
the unrest and tension of the populace.
Piling more fuel on the fiery demands
for self-rule, the Ga State Council passed
a resolution which stated that it was in
favor of independent government for the
Gold Coast within the British Common-
wealth of Nations.

The daily newspapers were most ac-
tive in whipping up enthusiasm among
those trying to solve the pictore-puzzle
game. For example, the Accra Evening
News declared vehemently: “We prefer
gelf-government with danger to servi-
tude in tranquillity.” “For a century and
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five years,” said the African Morning
Post, “the Gold Coast has served under
the tutorship of Britain. They have real-
ized their backwardness as a nation, and
are now up for self-government,”

Alarmed by the faet that this political
puzzle-game had become a sort of “na-
tional sport”, and that already the fin-
ished pieture was fast taking shape in
the camp of the opposition, the govern.
ment decided it too would play the game.
His excellency the governor appointed &
committee for constitutional reform, and
under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice
Coussey many prominent Africans, in-
cluding the president of the U.G.C.C. and
members of his puzzle-party, were ap-
pointed to the committee. It seemed it
wounld not be long before the picture of
self-rnle would be eompleted. -

But suddenly, a surprise move! Some
of those that had been working on the
puzzle for a long time decided they did
not like the way the picture was shap-
ing up, and so they began pulling it
apart. First, the Eastern Regional Coun-
ell of the U.G.C.C. denounced the news.

aper campaign of the Accra Evening

‘ews, the Morning Teleyraph and the
Gold Coast Express. Then other pieces
of the pretty pieture were jerked cut
when rumors had it that some of the
leaders ‘of the U.G.C.C. had accepted
bribes from the government with which
they had bought few cars, ete. More

ieces began flying apart, and finally on

une 12 of this year, with the West End
Sports Arena in Acera packed out,
Kwame Nkrumah raised his hands and
launched a new politieal party designat-
ed Convention People’s Partff (C.P.P.),
which party avowed it would examine
and reject the report of the Coussey Con-
stitntional Committee if it did not give
full self-government this vear.

Politics is indeed a puzzle, for here,
overnight, a one-time powerful advocate,
yea treasurer of the U.G.C.C., without
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so much as first resigning his position in
that organization, changed his U.G.C.C.
ghirt for one labeled C.P.P., himself be-
coming its leader. Three days later,
when the U.G.C.C. attempted to rally its
forces of puzzle-players their meeting
was %unﬁtuated throughout with heotin
and heckling, as reported by the Go
Coast ‘Daily News:

On Wednesday at the Palladium meny of
the country’s leaders attended before u large
_crowd to discuss the political situation. These
included Dr. J. B, Danquah, Mr. Akufo Addo,
Mr. Obetsebi Lamptey, Mr. Ako Adjei and
others. The ¥ery men—the big six—whom the
people less than s year ago lauded as heroes,
The meeting in question was a farce and de-
veloped into organized hooliganism, In the
very name of freedom those present in the
audience refused the speakers the ordinary
freedom of speech, Those who deny. others
even the freedom of speech have no right to
set themselves up as-apestles for national
freedom.

By now the multi-piece puzzle, ihstead
of forming up into a pretty, harmonious
picture, has turned into a heap of de-
ranged, misfitting and discordant ideas.
Threats, coercion and viclent propagan-
da seem to have become the rules of the
game. The Gold Coast Express, which
advocates the cause of the C.P.P., warns:
“Let it be elearly understood that even
at the point of guns we will not flinch
from our efforts towards self-govern-
ment.”

Will the Coussey Committee grant full
and complete self-government, and will
the aims of the people in general be
achieved? These are moot questions. To
the neutral observer, the political situa-
tion in this small African country looks
like & jig-saw puzzle, unsolved and un.
solvable. Surely what is needed more
than imperial government or self-gov-
ernment is Jehovah God’s Theocratie
(Government !
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Atom Plans Im the U, N.
& The subject of perennial in-
terest Iin the United Natlons is

control of the atom bomb. While

the, U. N. Atomic Energy Com-
mlasion apparently long since
gave up trying to solve the prob-
lem, It was In early November
being studied by the Blg Five
memhbers of the commlssion and
Cangds, by the General Assem-
hiy's Polltical and Security Com-
mitte and by a speclal pelitical
commitree. No progress wad
made toward agreement. U, 8.
proposala call for the eatablizh-
ment of an internationel agency
as trustee and operator of all
atomic energy facilities, elimina-
tion of the big power veto in
atomlc matters, destructlon of
gtomlc weanons after the agency
has been get up and & permanent
gystemn of ingpectlon. The Rus-
glang, on the other hand, want
Immediate outlawing and de-
siruction of all atomic weapons,
national ownership and apera-
tion of atomic facilitles un-
der an Intetnational control ays-
tem, retention of the blg power
veto and periodle inspections of
natiopal faclilties,

The Soviet delegate, Vishingky,
made spectacular clalms (11/10)
about Russia’s progress In de-
veloplog atomic energy. Sald he:
“We In the Soviet Unlon are util-
izing atomie energy, but not in
order to steckpile atomfc bombs
. . . Right now we are utillzing
gtomic energy for . . . razing
mountaing; we: are irrigating
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deserts; we are cutting through
the jungle.” SBaid John H. Dick-
erson, U.8. asgistant secretary
of state, “Whether or not this is
nonsenge I will not say. I ean
say, however, that when the So-
¥iet representative sald thlg he
was lmwplying a recogoition of
one of the hasie facts that muat
be taken into account in any so-
lution of the atomic energy ques-
tion; that la, the same atomic
energy developed for peaceful
useg is auatomatically and ines-
capably avallable for mllitary
purpopes. 1f nations have devices
in their possession which can
level mountalns, they also have
In their possession devices which
can level cities”

Three-Power Talks

& The ialka held between the
forelgn secretaries of Britaln,
France and the Unlted States at
Paris (11/7-11) aroused a good
deal of specuilation, becausze not

ntoch was sald abont what wasg

bheing dlacussed. However, [t was
understood that the chief subject
of consideratinpn wes Germany.
The outatanding result definitely
known was that the Allied high
commiasioners will get together
with officials of the West German
government to see what can be
done about ending the dlsman-
tliug of former Germano war fac-
forien

Councll Considers Germany
& At the meeting of the Coun-
cll of Europe’s cormmittee of min-

isters (11/4) admission of the
Western German state aB 800N
as pogsible a8 an associate mem-
ber was approved. Assoclate
membership provides for del-
egates to the Consultative As-
sembly of the council but does
not include a seat on the ex-
ecutive committee of mintaters.
The approval was passed on to
the Copgsultative Asgemb)y for
conglderation.

Prophecy by Hoffman

@ Paul . Hoffman, economfo
co-operation  administrator, de-
¢lared (11/14) that if Western
Europe should fall under the
domination of Soviet Russir and
if nations now free ghould bhe-
come sgtellite police statea, the
U.8 would be compelled to
gpend upward of $35,000,000,000
each year for defense and would
thereby destroy free enterprise.
He stressed that the Western Eu-
ropean* nations muat ¢o-pperate

.more ¢losely, particularly in lift-

ing trade barriers.

Commuanist China Proteats

& North China's Commuaniat
goveroment in mld-November no-
tifled the United Nations that the
Natlonallst government of Chi-
ha'a delegation to the (eneral
Assembly “cannot represent Chi-
na and hAad no right to speak for
the Chlpnese peaple In the Untted
Natlops organization™. As Ching
is one of the Blg Filve powers Iin
the U.N., this raises quite an
important {ssue.

Sino-American Exchanges

@ While the U, 8, was shipping
75 used army tanks to the Chi-
nese Nationallsts, and arranging
alzo to send eleven B-25 bembers,
American as well as British
ships were having difficulties in
Chinese waters. Two Britlah
merchant ships were held oft
Shenghal and the American 8. 8
Flylng Clond was damaged
{11715 by gnne of a Chinese
Naticnallst warshlp. No one was
hurt, and the Flying Cloud made
ita escape, proceeding on {ts way
{0 Korea.
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Israel Spurns Jerusalem Plan

& Israel's representative to the
U.N. asserted (11/15) that an
international regime for Jerusa-
lem would “convulse the city in
wide-spread dlscontent and con-
fusion”. In a 36-page memoran-
dum Israel rejected the draft
gtatnte of the Palestine Concill-
ation Commission for Interna-
tional comtrol of Jerusalem. The
U. N. the day before had issued
a clarification of the plan, stress-
ing that U. N. organsg would nor-
mally act only in an “advizory
and econsultatory capacity®, leav-
ing conduct of local administra-
tion to Israeli and A'rab author-
ities in thelr respective sections
of the city.

Arabs Seek U. 8. Ald

@ The representatives of zeven
Arab states, charging that the
Israeli government was mot co-
operating with the U. N. Concili-
ation Commission in 1ts efforts to
golve the Palestine problem,
asked the U8, to joIn them in
calling on the Tel Aviv govern-
ment 1o do 80, The note was de-
livered to the state department
by the Egyptian ambassador,
who said, “Prospects for peace
are dim."”

United Statea of Indonesia

#® The round-table conference or
Indonesia at The Hapue, after
ten weeks of arduous delibers-
tlone, completed its work Novemn-
ber 1. The painfully gttained
agreements brought to an end 300
yvears of Dutch rule over the is-
lands of the East Indies. Noth-
Ing is belng said about the Brit-
ish-held parts of the iglands. Def-
inite =ettlement of Duich New
Guinea®s status was deferred for
one year. The most important of
a1l agreements reached doring
the negpotiations is the Statute of
Indoneslan TUnion, establishing
a new relationship between Indo-
nesia and the Netherlands based
on equal partoership in the fields
of trade, foreign relatlons, de-
fense and social and cultural
matters. On November 2 a Dutch
cgbinet minister signed the doc-
ument transferring sovereignty
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over Indoneata to the United
Statef of Indonesia, effectlve De-
camber 30, 1948,

Caribbean State

@ It waa revealed in early No-
vember that Britlan s planning
to set up A new ‘near-Independ-
ent’ state In the Caribhean area
by forming a federation of six
of 1ta colonies, inetuding Britigh
Honduras, and representing a
population of nearly 8,000,000
Wesat-Indian colonfal’ governors
met in Barbados to discuss the
project, together with Lord Lia-
towel, Britain’s minister for col-
onjes,

Costa Rica Inducts President
@ Costa Ricans were looking
forward to four years of progress
and peace as President Otllio
Tlate took the oath of office at
San José November 8 An enthu-
siastic throng witpnessed the in-
auguration in the national sta-
dium. A new Constitution became
effective at the same time.

Colombia's State of SBlepe

4 As the number of political
murders in
early November, the government
declared a nation-wide state of
slege in ap attempt to restore or-
der. Bogotd, the ecapital, was
placed under & nine o'cleck enr-
few law. Armed forces through-
ot the country were placed on
the alert. President Mariano Os-
pina Perez sought to stremgthen
his rule by decreeing that any
Supreme Court ruling on consti-
tutional gquestlons must be passed
by a three-fourths majority, The
court, however, denounced the
decree as unlawful. The pres-
jdent’s attempt to suspend con-
rress also met with opposition.
The eonfiict centered around
prespective elections,

Secretary of the Interior Out

@ Ik A. Krug, U, 5. gecretary of
the interior, reslgned (11/11}
suddenly, taking President Tru-
man by surprige. But the pres-
1dent quickly named the under-
fecretary of the department, Os-
car L. Chapman, to succeed Mr
Krug. The appolptment will have

Colombla rose in

to be conflrmed by Congress
when it reconvenes in Janusry

New TU. 8. Navy Chief

@ Admira]l Forrest P. Shermen,
one of the architects of the unl-
Reation plan for the armed fore
es, was appointed new chief of
naval operations (11/1), succeed-
ing Admiral Louis E, Denfed,
who was ousted for eriticlziug
and opposing unification pollicles,
Sworn Iin the next day;, Admiral
Sherman moved briskly into his
new duties, starting off wlith
aholishing a unit in hig office
known a8 the organizational re-
gearch and polley division, Its
functlons, he sald, had been com-
pleted. It played an important
part in the controversy that led
to Denfeld's dismissal.

Steel Strike Ends

4@ Though it had threatened to
paralyze American industry, the
steel strike came to a gquick end
in mid-November. The T. 8. Steel
Corporation, making s third of
the nation's steel, was the last
of the big firms to fall Into line
with CIO demands for company-
financed pensions. Capitulating
on the 11th, it followed the pat-
tern set by Bethlehem Steel,
guaranteeing pensions of $100 a
month &t 65 after 25 years of
service. The strike loss waa put
at $445,000,000 in production and
$270,000,000 in wages.

Coal Strike Halt

@& After striking for 52 days,
some 871,000 cval miners were
sent back to work (11/9) by the
union's presideat, John L. Lewis,
but only till the end of the
month. It was a sort of truce,
during which negotiations conld
contthue November 15 the UMW
and 1ts president paid $1,420,000
in fineg for contempt of court in
a 1948 strike,

CIO Expels Leftist Unions

@& The Congress of Industrial
Organizations in conventlon at
Cleveland, after lonog and bitter
debate, voted by a large majority
to bar Communizis or Fascists
from the executive board {11/1).
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Fhe next day the eonvention ex-
pelled two leftist nnlons from the
organization. Phillp Murray was
re-elected to merve as president
for a tenth term.

Eleven Communists

. Free on Ball
@ Just after eleven o'clock No-
vember 1 an official of the Civil
Rights Congress handed $2060,000
in government bonds to a ballil
in the T, 8. Court House, New
York, balling out eleven Com-
munist leaders, convicted of Con-
gpiracy to advocate the violent
overthrow of the government.
The eleven were set at llberty,

pending appeal,

Presidential Politics

@& President Truman in the No-
vember elections entered the po-
Htical arena in New York with a
direct radio appeal from the
White House for the election of
former Governor Herbert H.
Lehman as U. 8. senator. He also
urged the reelectlon of Mayor
Wm. O'Dwyer of New York clty.
The vouters complied with the
president’s wishes, The president
also made polltical news of aD-
other kind when he predicted
that the federal deficlt for the
fiscal year would total 53 bhilllon
dollars.

Worst U. 8. Civi]l Alr Crash

& A fighter plane which plowed
into a passenger transport at
Washington airport (11/1)
brought dewn the latter and oc¢-
casloned the death of the 55 per-
song shoard. The man who flew
the fighter plane, recently pur-
chased by Bolivia, himself es-
eaped with his 1ife. The aeeident,
worst in U. S. elvil aviation his-
tory, brought a wave of demands
at Washington for strict regula-
tions barring military or training
alreraft from commercial air-
porte.

U. 8. Population

& The Census Bureau in early
November relessed new estimates
of 1. 8. population, the total for
all states being 148720,000. The
rate of increase 1s roughly ten
million every four years.
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New Polish Defense Chief

& Rumais’s Marshal Konstantin
K. Rokossovsky became Folish
minister of defense and marshal
of the Polish armies November 7,
Folish president, Boleslaw Bie-
Tut, announcing the appointment,
said he had asked Russla to re-
lieve Rokossoveky of his Russian
army dutlea to come.to Poland.
Marshal Rokossoveky was borp
in Poland. The previous miniater
of defense, Marshal Michal Rola-
Zymierski, waa rllowed to yeaign
to take over other taaks, 'The new
marshil called on Pollsh armed
forces to conszolldate their bonds
with the Russian army,

Prague Executions :

#® The Communist government
of Czechoslovakia (11/5) hanged
gix alleged leaderr of a revolt
claimed to have been under way
Iast spring., The official press
agency announced that the Brno
Supreme Court had rejected ap-
peals for clemency. Ant]-Com-
munist trials in Communist eoun-
tries are handled with far more
digpatech than Communist triala
In ant{-Communist countries.

Balazar Supporters Win

4 In mid-November's eléctions
the supporters of Premier Anto-
nlo de Oliveira Salazar won ev-
ery one of the contests for Por-
tugal’s 120 deputies elected for
four-year terms, The oppogition
waB negligible and was complete-
1y swept aside.

Inveatigation of Dependencles

# Egypt demended (11/4) that
a U.N. mission of experts be

gent to inveatlpgate ‘inhuman ex-
ploitation’ of native peoples in
Tunisia, Moroceo and other sec-
tlons of French North Afriea,
The Egyptian delegate told the
Trosteeship Committee of the
General Assembly that BEgypt
would welcome a similar investi-
gation of economic and political
conditions there for purposes of
comparison. A vote (81-3) in the
Trusteeship Committee called for
a TU.N. Investigation of educa-
tion condltions among 200,000,000
people in Beitiah, French and
other dependencies.

Egyptian Oabinet Falls

& Egypt's coalition cabinel
composed of repreasentatives of
all political parties. fehl {11/8)
after an existence of but a few
months, Premier Husseln SI1rry
Pasha formed a new caretaker
¢cabinet the same day.

Libya and Somallland
& Independence for the former

Ttallan colony of Libya waa vot-

ed (11/8) by the U.N. General
Asmembly's Politlenl and Secu-
rity Comm!ttee, to become effac-
tive in 1832. The Soviet repre-

mentatlve {ook occasion to issve

warning that if colonles were
used as bhases for a war against
the U, 3. 8. B., Moscow g ready
to return hlow for hlow. The next
day the Commitiee approved a
ten-year Italian trusteeship over
Somaliland, under the supervl-
sion of a three-nation advisory
committee. After ten yeatrs thia
former Italien colony will be
made independent.

Philippine Storm

@& A terrible tropleal storm rak-
ing through the ceatral! Philip-
pines ({11/2) left in its wake
gsome dead and an esgtimated

property damage of ten miilion

dollars, Winds of over fifty milea
an hour flattened buildings. top-
pled treem, hroke communleation
lines and wrecked barges and
salling boats.

Subverting Catholic Judges

® It comes with considerable
gurprige that the pope in early
November warned Catholic
judges to handle divoree appllca-
tions the Roman Catholle way.
Entirely aglde from the right or
wrong of the current divoree
problem, it i3 no Judge's prerog-
ative to let his retiglous predi-
lections govern in matters of iaw.
He 1s under oath to apply the
lawa of the government under
which he helds office, not the
riles of a4 foreign temporal suler,
Aauch aa the pope 18 acknowledged
to be. The pope’s interference in
this instance is being noted with
deserved suspicion. The Cathoi-
iclsm of a judge has no bearing
on his office, or should not have.
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Phenomenal Growih!
But How?

In every corner of the globe
their numbers are growing by
leaps and bourds, and from every
corner of the globe comes the
query of astonishment, “Why is
it that Jehovah’s witnesses in-
crease so rapidly?” Of this you
can be certain, the consistent and
wide-spread growth of this group
of Chnistians 18 not merely a
chence happenicg. There is a rea-
son, an answer to the oft-heard
(uestion,

L1 you wouid hke to know why Jehoval’s witnesses continue to grow
in number, wkereas church groups complain of increasing apathy on
the part of their followers, you should read

The 1950 Yearbook of Jehovah’s witnesses

This enlightening book contsins information on tke
structure of the organization of Jehovah’s wilnesses and
faciual reports from 104 lands with respeet to their grow-
ing work. The presidert of the Watchtower Society also
gtves his report on the over-all progress of the work world-
wide. The Yearbook glso contains Bible texts and related
comments for each day of the coming vear. You may oh-
tain & copy of the 1930 Yearbook for only 50c.

The 1880 Ouniendar is alsc now avsilable. It pletures Bethel, the world headquarters of the
Whaichtower Soclety, in Brooklyn, N. Y. The Scripture text for ths year, “Preach the word” (2 Tim-
othy 4: 2}, apptars at the top, and the Calendar pad, upen which are shown the testimony periods
and Soriptural themes for alternate months, fs atiached on the right. Calendars may be had for
25¢, or B for §i If sent to one addreass.

.
b iy

WATCHTOWER 117 Adamas 5%, Brecklyn 1, N. ¥.
I have epclcaed [ DOc¢ for my copy of the 1850 FYearbook of Jehovah's witnesves; T 250 for the 1850 Cal-
endar; {] $1 for & caleudars.

Name — - - } Nireot . S

City . Torce No, . dinta
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