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COLOMBIA’S BLACK-SKIRTED POLITICIANS

LOSE AN ELECTION

URRENTLY featured in the news
are the frequent revolts in Central

and South America. Colombia, one of

the larger countries, for a number of
vears had been considered as one of the
most peaceful and democratic in the
~Latin-Ameriean realm. Then on April 9,
1948, Colombia was catapulted into the
scene of world disenssion with the vio-
lent eruption of bloodshed and pillage
following the assassination of the be-
loved leader of Colombia’s masses, Jorge

E. Gaitan.  However, Colombia was -

quickly forgotten by the larger nations
as almost daily changes in world affairs
pﬂ?ped;up. But let us take .a peek into
Colombia to see if peace again reigns.

_A survey of the newspapers ahd maga-
zines for months prior to and.including
May, 1949, testifies to the deplorable
conditions that confront the people.
From one end of the country to the oth-
er, particularly in the rural areas, polit-

ical violence and killings occur almost

daily. Homes are burned to the ground,
presenting their inhabitants with the
choice of being roasted alive or of being
shot on' their escape from the flames.
Miniature eivil war exists in sections of
the country. At one place a “no man’s
land”, 15 kilometers [about 9 miles]
wide, is found. One daily newspaper fea-
tures the pictures of a man who is
claimed to have been brutally murdered
i front of his two children. His eyes
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-were gouged out, testicles ent off and his

tongue removed. Wholesale exodus is
made from wvarious regions with the
peasants unable to work their own farms
due to the political violence.

The seriousness of the sitnation can be
appreciated by considering the report of
El Tiempo, which states that, if the pe-
riodicals have reported accurately, more
than 2,000 persons have perished as vie-
tims of party passion during the past
two years, And that, if the hundreds of
dead from the April, 1948, disturbances
are included, the number of slain sur-
passes that of any of the revolutions
staged in the other American countries
during the same period.

Priests Spawwn Violence

-The eause of the violenece lies in the in-
tense hatred between the Liberals and .
Conservatives, Colombia’s traditionally
prominent parties. Instead of trying to
alleviate the situation, many priests have
made matters worse by their political
oratory. Not only has the “church” ab-
stained from sowing peace, but she
has purposely fanned the fanatical fires
of inter-party hatred, openly champion-
ing the Conservative party and econ-
demning Liberalism. It is not the voice
of Communism that says this, but is the
opinton shared-by all open-minded Co-
iombians.

From 1930 to 1946 the Liberals had
exclusive possession of the presidency.

3



Under such rule the Catholie Charch had
its rights respected slthough’it did not
enjoy the more exalted and influential
position of Conservative rule, Then in
1946 a split in the Liberal party permit-
ted & Conservative president to be elect-
ed. Cangress, however, continued with a
Liberal majority. Under Jorge K. Gaitan
the Liberals reunited in 1947, promising
a victory in the 1950 pres:dential elee-
tions. Although the Liberals have car-
ried on a campaign for the reconquest
of their power since the 1946 defeat, both
parties began their political drives in
earnest at the beginning of 1949, looking
forward to the June 5, 1949, congres-
sional elections. |

Perhaps the “church” thought that the
two parties were not evenly matched,
ginee it is well known that the Liberals
are stronger in numbers than the Con-
servatives, Then, too, she might have de-
cided that the Conservatives were not
employing the proper tactics to influence
the masses. In any event, with a “let me
ghow yvou how” attitude she plunged into
the political campaign with zeal and zest,
It was not long before the theme of the
campaign was fixed: “Church wversus
Communism.”

The black-robed politicians were so ac-
tive in trying to coerce and browbeat
their floeks into voting for the candidates
that guarantee the 1interests of the
“church” that consistently during the
months previous to the election they
were in the news. One headline read:
“Five Bishops Prohibit Voting for Lib-
eralism Under Pain of. Mortal Sin”
{Eeco Naciongl, April 26, 1949) Luis E.
Benoit, priest of Caicedonia, Valle de
Cauca, hit the headlines when he con-
demned as mortal sin pro-Liberal voting.
“All Those Who Vote for Liheralism
Will Go to Hell.” (Jornada, May 3, 1949)

Electioneering with Guns

- What 18 the following if it is not a
violation of the teachings of Jesus and
His apostles? El Derecho, a religious-
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political weekly, was denounced by the
governor of Antionoia ax “a vehicle of
meitations against Cpublic order”. Point-
edly it urged the Conservatives to arm
themselves, To quote from Kl Derecho:

In this manner I imagine that Our Lord him-

-self would say on Friday, April 9, to the nun-

cig and to the archhishop and to all-the histiaps
of Colombia and to the priests and the reli-
gionists: he that does not have a revolver,
sell his cloak and buy one. And it should he
noted that when the Jewish mob eame near to
Our Lord his diseiples asked him: shall we
sthite with the sword? And Our Lord didn’t
say no. And then Saint Peter drew his and
with one stroke struck off the ear of the high
priest’s servant. And if he had cut off his head
a8 he did his ear, Saint Peter would still have
been Saint Peter. And the same Jesus gave
a good lashing to Judas and to all his gang.
Not of eourse with his hand nor with a strange
weapon but with the sword of his blessed and
powerful tongue. And therefore Our Lord
didn’t sin, neither did Saint Peter sin, neither
sinned Moses killing the Egyptian that was
attacking the Hebrew ; nor did Elijah sin kill-
ing with the rays irom heaven on two ocea-
sions, including fifty soldiers and their ecap-
tain who wanted to seize him ; neither did the
angel sin, who in one night killed 185,000 men
of Sennacherib’s army. True, Qur Lord said
to Peter: ‘Put up thy sword into its plaee’.
This means that onece the proper defense is
made, the weapon should be put away and not
left in the victim. [E{ Tiempo, April 10, 1949]

Doubletalk from the Archbishop

On April 232, 1949, the archbishop of
Bogota released a pastoral after many
priests had put the “church” on the spot.
But the pastoral turned out to be ambig-
nous, for the Liberal newspapers inter-
preted it as a condemnation of the reli-
gioug-pelitical clergy. But Conservative
newsmen heralded the pastoral as a vin-
dication of the eampalgning priests in
their Communist erusade. On Sunday,
May 1, several ineidents took place as a
result of the pastoral. In the ehurch of
San Francisco, one of the most promi-
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nént in Bogota and located in the heart |

of the city, a Franciscan priest rose, read
the archbishop’s pastoral and then pro-
ceeded to give his interpretation of it.
He warned that Catholic families that
professed Liberalism ought to change
their political views or change the name
of their party, He referred to the “gov-
ernments that had expelled religious
groups from the eountry”. (No doubt he
meant the expulsion of the Jesuits on
two occasions.)

_ When the congregation had enough of
the Franciscan’s political views they
started to protest. Women and children
began leaving the church, fearing vio-
lence, Men protested in loud voices.
Word spread rapidly and outside the
chureh groups formed, noigily voicing
their objections to the clergy’s interven-
tion in politics. The priest became in-
dignant at this reaction .and cried out
that he was not afraid of anyone or any-
thing and that he was ready to die as
the first martyr, if it was necessary, to
defend the holy cause of religion. Only
when mihitary police reinforcements ar-
rived was order restored and the throngs
dispersed.

Not to be overlooked are the frequent
threatenings of “Monsefior” Builes, An-
tioquian bishop, who spouts off with
regularity. In one of hlS pastorals that
El Tzempu refers to ag “a political proe-
lamatign” he warns that “Catholies must
choose between Liberalism and Catholi-
cism and that the faithful must defend
their religion, their homeland and their
homes, cost what it may, even blood and
life”. Om another oceasion Builes affirms
that Liberalism is the enemy of the
church. He tries to convinee the gullible
that the June 5 elections are “between
two antagonists, one that believes in God
and the other that denies him™. “If you
are Christians, vote for the candidates
that give guarantees to your religion,
and that do not hand your homeland over
to foreign powers, to Russia or to com-
munism.”
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From the semimonthly publication
Critica, May 4, 1949, we take the follow-
ing excerpt from their editorial “The
Politieal Clergy”:

We suppose that in the offices of the premier
and foreign relations accumulating daily are
the complaints against the priests that em-.

ploy the pulpit to incite to the political cru-

sade or to exercise their spiritual power as a
eoercive foree to provoke in their parishioners
the renunciation of their personal political
ideas. And of scandalous public notoriety are
the pastomls circulars and sermons of bish-
ops ahd priests in which armed fighting 1s
brazenly and openly encouraged.

Forced Conversions lo
the Priest’'s Political Party

Sinee the incriminating evidence is so
plentiful against the black-skirted politi-
cians in Colombia we set forth in this
article only a few of the highlights of the
religious-political crusade. Note the fol-
lowing:

The priest of the village of San Mateo,
Flarenco Torres, has established his own
armed bands of “purification” and with a
blue tunic (blue is the Conservative party
color) and a prayer book in hand forces the
Liberal peasants, eaptured hy his gangs, to
renounce their politiecal views. On finishing
the ceremony the new Conservatives receive
the blessing as drops of holy water fell on
them. At El Espino the tacties are different,
There blue militia has been organized that re-
ceive from Pedro Leal semiweekly military
ingtruction and once or twice a month per-
form maneuvers under the priest’s direction.
[El Tiempo, April 23, 1949]

Colombia’s most well-known daily
newspaper, sedate El Tiempo, usually
quite careful what it says as touching
the Roman Catholie Church, has carried
several editorials pointing an accusing
and disapproving finger at the clergy’s
mixing in polities. “The Chureh, that
could fulfill such a special misgion in the
spiritual welfare of the people and that
ought to be an instrument of conciliation
and a symbol of alliance, has boldly taken
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sides in the fratricidal eonflict and the
worde of the majority of its ministers
are no longer of peace but of agitation
to combat.” (El Tiempo, May 2, 1949)
In rural areas ecan be found posters
along the roads showing the necessity of
a Conservative victory in the elections.
Whyt Well, if not, all the priests will be
assgssinated, The population is remind-
éd that on April 9, on crying out “viva”
for the Liberal party, the clergy were
murdered. A familiar ery from the Con-
servafives 18: “Dios estd con nosotros”
God is with us), meaning that they have
e “church” hehind them blessing them
in all that they do. Sueh pleadings find
reception by the ignorant or by those
that willingly close their eyes to the
priests’ activity. |
Any sensible person knows that God
hes nothing to do with the polities of thiy
world and has special contempt for ihe
rottenness existent in Colombian pol-
tics, If the priests wonld limit their ae-
tivity to their religious duties and forget
abgut the political campaign they would
not have to worry about persecution
from any quarter. But as long as they
contipue to stick their necks out and
look for tronble they will find it. What
makes an informed person wonder is

why the whole Colombian population is

not fed up with the entire corrupt sys.
temn of Rome’s devilish representatives
in their homeland.

The Charge of Communism

In condemning Liberalism the Con-
gervatives and the clergy freely use the
expressions ‘“‘reds”, “communists” and
“sommunism” in referring to the Liber-
als, But does communism constitute a
real threat to the Catholic Church in
Colombiat And is it true that the Liber-
als are Communists?

Although the Comrunists were ac-
cused of the April 9, 1948, disturbances,
“Monsefior” Builes confesses that they
were not great enough in number to
cayse that “spontaneous tragedy”. It 1s
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admivtea py the Conservatives that in
reality true Communistis are not very
numerous in Colombia but that the Lib-
erals  embrace communistic ideas. They
elaim that the very fact that the Liberals
have never clarified their position in con-
hection with Communism is in itself an
admission that they are allied with it.

Franciscan priest José Guadalupe
Mojiea, noted singer, attended the Janu-

.ary Fucharistic Congress in Cali and

later gave a number of concerts in the
capital. At that time he stated that Co-
lombian Liberalism was one of the most
Catholic parties in Ameriea.

The fact remains that Colombians are
still Catholics and not communists. True,
due to the extremely high cost of living
and the low wages paid throughout the
country, some have turned to commu-
nistic thinking ; perhaps becanse no oth-
er form of government could put them
under worse conditions than they al-
ready find themselves. However, those
that are educated can readily see that
Communism holds out no hope to the
people, sinee, to rule, it hag to deny them
the right to think for themselves, becom-
ing slaves of the state.

But Colombians are so dcenstomed to
political activity among the priests and
to hearing political speeches from the
pulpits that the majority continue to
subject themselves to her doctrines and
dominion. One group of workers, pro-
testing against the position of the
“church” against their union, declared
that in gpite of such they would continune
to be both Catholies and Liberals until
their death. They know that the Catholie
religion is still the popular thing, and
s0 they attend mass and profess to be
Catholics whether they have faith or do
go for convenience’ sake. At any rate,
Catholicism continues to be a form of
worship and the masses accept that
which their fathers taught them—sub-
servigence to the “church”,

On the other hand, the “church”, con-
fident that the gates of hell will not pre-
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vail apainst it and with the :sssurance
that she will survive in spite of all op-
position, continues to steer the votes to-
ward the party that will give her the
power she craves, condemning all those
that do not fall in line, pasting the “Com-
munist” label upon even her Catholic
“ehildren”. |

What is noted, too, 1s that a continual
number of good-will persons are having
their eyes opened to the hypoerisy and
the unchristian conduet of the “church”.
They are able to see that the “church’s”

policy during the Dark Ages, the In-

quisition, and toward the Catholic die-
tators, Hitler and Mussolini, is the same
ruthless poliey that she is pursuing to-
day in Colombia. |

Election Resulls

Firecrackers roused Bogotd’s popu-
lace before daybreak on Sunday, June 5,
that all voters might get to the polls to
take part in the congressional elections.
The army was on hand to supervise the
balloting, and as a result the agitation
that usually occurs was kept at a rini-
mum, with only a few deaths, and those
in the rural areas of the country,

The following morning found the ra-
dio quite silent as to the election returns.
Hence, bogoltanos had to turn.to the
newspapers for the results. Bold and
startling headlines assured both the
Liberals and the Conservatives that
their parties had each won a decigive
victory. One Conservative daily boasted
a 150,000 majority in the voting with an
advantage of five seats in the House of
Representatives. Liberal Jornada
claimed that “in spite of frand and vio-
lence” its party had polled at least
100,000 more votes than the opposition.
Such conflicting reports continued: until
Thursday, when it appeared that the
Liberals had polled a decided majority
vote, although losing a few seats in the
House of Representatives. On June 24,
nearly three weeks after the elections,
the following figures were published:
Liberals, 931,794; Conservatives, 804,-
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344; Communists, 6,823. (This report
was nearly complete, ykt lacking 9 mu.
nicipalities which would make practically
no difference in the final results.)

The Liberals carried 9 of the 15 de-
partments (states) and 13 of the ~apital
cities. The Liberal strength lies in the
more populated areas, whereas the Con-
servatives hold more sway in the rural
sections where the priests are able to
keep the people in ignorance and en-
slaved to the chureh. In Bogota, Colom-
bia’s capital, the Liberals polled 63,000
votes, to compare with 20,000 for the Con-
gervatives. Safe estimates give the Lib-
erals a majority of eight seats in the
next House of Representatives, that is,
70 Liberals and 62 Conservatives. The
actual Congress has 73 Liberals as
against 58 Conservatives in the House,
with 34 Liberals and 29 Conservatives
in the Senate.

Interesting to note was the balloting
of the priests who had been so very ac-
tive in electioneering previous to June 5.
Although they voted throughout the
country, the only results we have at
hand are those from the capital city. Ont
of 543 that went to the polls all but one
voted Conservative, The lone vote was
a blank ticket. The Conservatives be-
wailed such a poor showing by the
priests, since Bogot& alone has more
than 3,000, excluding those studym% for
the priesthood in the seminaries. Inci-
dentally, special voting tables were set
up at one of the police stations to pre-
vent any possible agitation against the
black-skirted politicians by Colombian
Catholies who were disgusted at the po-
litical campaigning from the pulpits.

Although the Liberals 1'~1 eclaimed
that Conservative-instigeied violence
and fraud had deprived their followers
of the right of suffrage in numerous vil-
lages throughout the country, the Con-
servatives boasted that complete calm
and guarantees had accompanied the
elections. Only after they realized that
defeat was theirs did they raise the
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counterery of fraud and violence on the
part of the Liberals.

The Election in the Offing

With the June b elections te.uunated
the two political parties are already en-
gaged in their presidential campaigns
which come off next spring. The Liberals
know they have a majority if they can
secure guarantees to vote in the rural
areas, and they also know that to win
next year they must be united. The Con-
servatives realize that they gained
ground during the recent elections, and
are determined to gain a majority vote
next time. They know that if they cannot
elect another Conservaiive -president
the Liberals will have almost complete
rontrol of the government.

To the rescue has come Conservative
strong man Laureano Gémez, who is be-
ing publicized as the Conservative can-
didate, After a self-imposed exile in
Spain for over a year following the as-
sassination of Jorge K. Gaitdn he has
now returned to his homeland to take
over the leadership of his Conservatives.
Time will tell as to how many of Franco’s
methods he has accepted. Tuesday after-
noon he made a swift entry into the
2apital amid a display of police protec-
tion. During the manifestation Conserv-
atives and Liberals were kept apart by
military police. A few exchanges of rocks
showed the seriousness of the situation.

Several times the police, with bayonets
fixed, forced large groups of Liberals to
reireat. - |
It appears that the presidential race
will be even more bitterly contested than
that of the congresgional elections. Vio-
lence and bloodshed continue, with
deaths being reported from various
rural areas frequently. The present de-
plorable condition in whick Colombia
finds itself is a national disgrace but it
is only a part of the confusion and ha-
tred that engulfs the whole world at this
time. Men are powerless to overcomie
such a state of affairs.

This faet stands true: Whatever pow-
er the Roman Catholic chureh does re-
ceive will be shortlived. A fate awaits
her that was foretold long ago and con-
tinuously throughout the centuries. The .
world conditions now upon us indicate
strongly that her destruction is close at
hand. So, you black-skirted politicians,
go ahead with your mefarious political
activity. The “short time” allotted for
Satan and all his agents, invisible and
earthly, is closing in on you. Your doom
1s sealed. Priestly black skirts stained
red by the shed blood of thousands of in-
nocents will soon be no more. (Jeremiah
2:34) Jehovah God’s new world will
soon carry out its appolnted task and
then aM that live will enjoy a rule that
is neither demon religious nor political
—Awake! correspondent in Colombia.

Political Priests Reap Catholic Resentment

Bogori, Colomhia, July 11 {AP)—DBishop Luque ¢f Tunja hag issued an interdict
etosing all Roman Catholic churches and ehapels in Sogamoso, second largest town of the
Boyaca ‘epartment, and ordering priests to leave the town. He toole the action, his
decree said, beeanse of a long series of “grave complaints in eonnection with nctions
of delinquency carried out collectively against the priests”. (An interdict in ecanon law
is a prohibition whieh excludes the faithful from partieipation in holy things.) The
decres said the offenses included “riots, stoning, shooting of firearms and throwing of
bombs sgninst the residence of the main parish pastor”. An Interjor Ministry offciaf
said the situation possibly was aggravated by the “atfitude adopted by the elergy”
during Colombia’s recent elections. Liberal party leaders said many priests tried to
prevent parishioners from voting for Liberal candidates—N. Y. Times, July 12, 1949,
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LEFT-HANDERS
. I .
RIGHT-HANDED
WORLD

IN_ ANCIENT times, when Judge Ehud
thrust a dagger into the belly of
wicked King Eglon with his left hand
and delivered Israel from the oppressive
rule of the Moabites, the ahility to use
the left as well as the right hand was con-
sidered a great advantage.  (Judges
3:15-30) In this age when so many in-
ventions and devices are molded for the
convenience of a right-handed eiviliza-
tion, left-handedness 1s considered more
or less a handicap. It is not surprising,
‘therefore, that investigators and stu-
dents of child-psychology have made
an effort to find out what fundamental
causes lte at the root of hand preference.
Study has also been conducted in an ef-
fort to find out if the 15 to 25 percent
“natural” left-handed children can be
transformed .into right-handers without
causing complications or injuries to their
mental and physgical efficieney.

It was long supposed that when a baby
was born both hands were equal, and
preference in time for either the right or
the left was the result of habits,training
and education. This theory was support-
ed with the observation that babies seem
to reach for their toys with either hand
until they are about six months old and
then they begin to show a preference for
one hand. In due time this theory was
replaced by others, but recently new ad-
vniates for the older theory have spoken
ou

When the “equality” theory, or the be-

lief that bahies were born as natural am-
bidexters, that 1s, with the ability to use
erther hand with the same efficiency, was

replaced, the teaching that there was

really a hereditary physical difference in
SEPTEMBER 8, 1949

the structure of the body was accepted.
The substance of the latter theory was
that the tendency to use the right hand
for fine manipulations was dne to a cer-
tain “type of -inherited nervous strue-

ture”,-which in turn was thought to be

related somehow to the cirenlatory or-
gang, While it was believed that exércize
could exaggerate this one-sided develop-
ment, vet hereditary characteristics were
thought to be primarily responsible.
Evolutionists often set forth ridicu-

‘lous “explanations” for the trait of right-

handedness. One of these “educated
ideas” was that in the early days war-
riors carried a shield on their left arm
to protect their vulnerable heart, and
because they were forced to use the right
hand to wield the sword they became
right-handed. Another theory put forth
by evolutionists is that right-handedness
goes back to the time when man rose and
began walking upright. Because his .
heart, stomach and other wvital organs
were on the left side of his body this
made the right side some 15 ounces heav-

" ier than the left, So, in order to balance

up this difference and permif himself to
walk on an even keel, man began carry-
ing a pound weight around in his left
hand, and this in turn forced him to use
his right hand to beat out a living. What
magnificent nonsense !

Heredity or Training?

Dr. H. D. Chamberlain, after studying
the heredity theory, concluded that most
of us are right-handed because our par-
ents and grandparents were right-
handers. According to him, when both
parents are right-handed only 2.1 per-
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eent or their children are left-handed
and when both parents are left-handed
17.3 percent of the offspring are “left-
ies”. But what does this prove? If any-
thing, it proves that heredity is not the
whole answer; otherwise right-handed
parents would rarely have left-handed
children and the offspring of left-handed
parents would average far more than
17 percent left-handers.

Such findings, together with other
facts, have made other investigators con-
elude that education and training are re-
gpongible as much as anything for hand
preference. One holding suneh conclu-
pionn, Dr. Gertrude Hildreth, thinks that

parents and teachers are responsible to-

a large extent for c¢hildren’s being left-
handed. The first time & child grasps &
gpoon to feed itself it begins to form a
habit by associating together hand,
spoon and month, Hence, if parents were

iligent to see that the child fed itself
with its right hand the first time and
each time thereafter, and if the teacher
were just as diligent in teaching the art
of writing, then rarely would there he
a left-handed adult in later years. Hil-
dreth admits there may be 8 tendency
for a child to be left-handed, but she
thinks that, depending on its age, intelli-
gence and personality, it ean be changed
over, and should be, since we live in a
right-handed world.

It hag long been known that the left
gide of the brain controls the activity of
the right arm, while the right lobe gov-
erns the left side of the body. Because
of thia, educators and doctors at ome
time advocated that children learn to use
both hands with equal efficiency, on the
theory that ambidexterity caused equal

development of both hrain lobes. Later

on other authorities came to the conclu-
sion that, since the left side of the brain
ecntroles speech as well as motor fune-
tions of the right hand, then overdevel-
opment of the left hand (controlled by
the right side of the brain) would lead
to speech impediment.
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Those that believe there.is an inhdrn
tendency in the brain to use either the
right hand or the left say that to foree a
“patural” left-hander to change means to
make it shiff its thinking process from
one side of the brain to the other, and
to do this is liable t6 cause emotional
strain and mental confusion in the child.
Hence, to pliy safe and avoid such
things as stammering or disability in
reading the ¢hild should be left to choose
which hand it pleases without interfer-
ence. Dr, Hildreth, while admitting that
complications in emotional and mental

rocesses might be developed in trans-

ormmg a left-hander into a right-

hander, helieves that the difficulty lies
in the method used rather than in the
actual change itself, If a change is to be
made, all agree that it should be made
during the first and second year, before
the speech habits are formed.

Though Dr. W, Russell Brain, of Eng-
land, says there is no difference in the
size of man’s brain lobes, some people
contend that the left lobe of a right-
handed person is larger and more highl
developed, Hence, these say, left-han ecf-r
ness results when the left lobe is deficient
or fails to develop prugeﬂy. In an effort
to substantiate this theory the mental
capacity of twins has been compared
in cases where one twin is right-handed
and the other is left-handed. Statistics
have also been gathered to show that
there is a higher percentage of left-
handedness samong the feeble-minded
than among the population in general,

At least one doector, Abram Blau, of
New York University College of Medi-
elne, attempts to combine some of the
theories on left-handedness by listing
three  possible causes. He thinks that
newborn babies are “bilateral” with no
preference for either hand; “no-handed-
ness”, in other words. He -then says that
one cause for left-handedness is a de-
ficiency in either the physical or the men-
tal make-up which hinders the child from
learning to be right-handed. Another
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eguse 1s. faulty education.- Either the
child is allowed to imitate the eating and
writing habits of ils parents when these
are left-handed or, due to ignorance of
some parents who believe that it is dan-
gerous to try to change any left-handed
tendency, the child is not educated prop-
erly in the use of the right hand. The
third cause set down by Blau is “emo-
tional negativism”, which he defines sas
nothing more than contrariness,

Not Yet the Answer to the Riddle
Fishing in other waters for the answer
a8 to what causes handedness investiga-
lors have studied other animals besides
man. Hunting dogs, it is observed, raise
‘he same forepaw when “pointing”, and
hongh it varies in individnal dogs, each
log invariably raises the same paw each
ime. One tusk of an elephant 18 always
arger than the other simply because
t is not used as much for rooting as the
ther tusk. Insects such as crickets and
tatydids show a preference toward one
iide or the other in the way they fold
their wings. One of the claws of lobaters
and erabe is always largér than the oth-
er, due to more usage. Fish such as
flounders, halibut and sole are particu-
lar to lie on one side when they are ma-
ture, although when young they swim

around like other fish. Whether there is
any connection between these peculiar-
ities in the lower animals and handed-
ness in man is not clear, nor are scien-
tists by their study of the lower amimals
any closer to solving the “left-handed
riddle”,

Psychologists, in an effort to find the
answer, have branched out to inglude in
their study what relation there is be-
tween handedness and the use of the
feet, legs, eyes and ears. Which shoe-
lace do vou tie first? Which foot do you
put forward when stepping up a curb or
ladder, a thing thought to be predeter-
mined hefore a baby takes its first step?
In using a shovel or spade, which foot
do you use, or which hand goes on the
topd Which foot do you wash first when
taking & bath? In driving a car, though
yvou think you use both hands eqgually,
which glove wears out first? 'With which
eye do you wink? Or which eye do you
use to look through a telescope or a key-
hole9 Other tests include the folding of
the arms and hands. Individuals have
preference as to which arm they place
on top, and which thumb falls on the
other.

Complicated and confusing? Yes, for

man’s investigation is still in the prim-

itive theoretical stage.

S TS De——0

Who Invented the Plow?

@ That guestion may be forever unanswered, as a crude type of plow was used in
Egypt when the pyramids were young. It merely scratched the aurfaee, but it was =
plow. The Pilgﬂm£ employed clumsy models requiring eight oxen fo pull. Few real
improvements were made till 1785, when Robert Ransome of England introduced s
eact-iron ghare.. Tweive years later Charles Newbold of New Jersey patented a plow
with a cast-iron moldboard, but farmers rejected it with the claim that the metal
poisoned the soil. Thomag Jefferson is famous as a statesman, yet he tackled the problem
of desigring a betier plow. Jethro Wood of New York patented in 1819 the first really
practical iron plow, After designs by Daniel Webster and Jobn Lene, John Deere
began to make farm implement history with his experiments in the development of
more efficient plows, and twenty years later James Oliver added his &kili to the task, -
B0 great were their sirides that almost a century passed without any msajor changes
in the plow, Several years ago a veritable bombshell rocked the agricultural realm
when some eolaimed deep plowing caused erosion and Jowered fertility, and advo-
eated that it he replaced hy disking. Yet the plow still turns the eoil.
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Life and Love in the Animal Kealm

® In April came a jail break for freedom. The New Jersey state police were
called out to find the fugitives, but the ecomntryside was not alarmed. It was only
eight penguins. They bad errived at La Quardia airport and were traveling by
truck in New Jersey when they made the cage-break. Six were retaken, hut two
rugged characters were not stunned by their leap from the moving truck. They
picked themselves up and hit the road for freedom.

‘€ Ob, to lead a dog’s life! And also the life of cats and horses and hogs, when
it is on the Upson farm in Ohio, When the pie wagon stops, four horses, & pony,
& hog, two dogs and a genmerous assoriment of cafs lick their lips, They have been
dining on pie for years, broken pies that chnnot be marketed in the usual manner,
but fresh. and delicious nonetheless. They drool over all kinds, exeept pumpkin.

® In Chicago Ambrose always has four doves for dinner guests. Most cats—
Ambrose ig a cat—would star them on the menu rather than the guest list, Even
Ambrose started life that way, chasing birds when s kitten, But his master brought
home the doves, protected them from Ambrose at first, then gradually bronght them to-
gether. Now the doves won’t eat withant Ambrose, and eat add birds bunk together, too!

‘% Last Apr?ll a fierce Brahma bull in Nevada died of a broken heart, A cow wandered
onto the railroad tracks and was killed by a train. The bull maintained lonely
vigil beside her, preventing section hands from. burying her. For weeks he kept
watch, refusing to eat the hay thrown off by passing train crews. Finally he died,
starved and broken-hearted. The section erew returned and buried hoth together.

® Got a duck that won't quack? Nothing to get excited about. It is only a strong
gilent male, Only female ducks, not males, quack, The ladies do the talking, the
gents listen. Another thing: panieky ducks in ponds sometimes get water-logged
snd drown, and youngsters that get their backs wet in heavy rain are soon dead
dueks, 8o don't gaze at the rain ‘and say: “Clood day for dueks.” T’aint tirue!

‘® Misty, & blond cocker spaniel, lost her only pup and was pining away till her
owners brought home twenty-one chicks. During the night Misty cut through sueh
red tape as adoption papers and carried the chicks one by one in her mouth into
her cloget-bedroom quarters., She has mothered them fondly, evenly fiercely.

L Two yvolks in one egg is no oddity, but a bhen in Georgia packed eight in one egg!
It measured ten and a half inches long and eight and s half in ecireamference, Inside
the large egg were three yolks and another egg, which in turn had three yolks and
an egg within if. The center egg had two yolks, fo make eight yolks and three eggs
all wrapped up in one. Reeall the cartoon of the rooster shawing a hen an ostrich
egz and saying he was not complaining but only showing what could be done?

‘Well, this hen did it, and then some!

‘S Thris year $wo Hbarvard scientista reporfed whales that whistle, sgoea), chirp,
mew, cluck and even trill. An underwater microphone with amplifier eavesdropped
on white whales or porpaises in the lower Saguenay river in Quebec. The loguacious
whaley were said to compare with such ehatterbozes as monkeys and men, and are nick-
named “sea canaries”. '
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City changes hands ¢ -ernight
to fast-moving Red armies

NCE again victory comes eastly to

the Chinese Communists as Shang-
hai’s six million fall to advancing Red
armies. Red occupation of this great
commercial metropolis of China had long
been considered: inevitaple, but that it
should be taken with such ease and
smoothness came as a pleasant surprise
and relief to most people. The National-
ists had built a tall wood fence around
the city, and set some of their best troops
to keep the Reds out. They talked about
defending it as another Stalingrad. But
the fruitlessness of such a stand was

evident, and the collapse that came was,

wrthﬂut doubt, the best (Ihing for the city
and everyone concerne

Communist troops approached the city
from two directions, both following the
hae of the railway into the city. One
force approached from the west along
the Nanking-Shanghai railway, making
their main objective the port of Woosung
at the entrance of the Whangpoo river.
Capture -of Wen%ung would put a stop
to:all Nationalist river traffic to Shang-
hgi some ‘dozen miles up river, and also
cut off any means of escape for fleeing
Nationalists when the end came. In de-
fense of Woosung the Nationalists put
up-some of their best fighting of the cam-
peign, and suceceeded in holding on to
‘the port till practically the last,

The other attacking force pushed up
fron the =mouth along the Hangchow-
Shanghai railway with the large airport
at Lunghwsz their first objective. Here
the: Nationalists put up a strong defense
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and the Red advance slowed down. The
Nationalists used heavy artillery and
their planes were up daily bombing the
Red c¢olumns, The Reds relied upon their
thousands of infantry soldiers moving
like a human sea to overflow the Na-
tionalists’ defenses. The noise. of -these
two battlefronts was a nightly lullaby
to the crowded city dwellers for almost
a month.

In the south the fighting began to shlft
to the east side of the Whangpoo river,
over toward Shanghai’s back dour. Here
rapid progress was made in this weak
spot in the defense, and scon these fore-
es had practically cﬂmpleted the encirele-
ment of the city as they stood almost op-
posite Woosung on the east bank of the
Whangpoo.

Slowly but surely the Nationalist de-
fenders were being overwhelmed. Defeat
was certain, and Nationalist top officials
gunietly began slipping ‘away by every
available plane. During May 24 one col-
umn of Reds began penetrating inte the
outskirts of the city in the southwest.
Nationalist troops were withdrawing be-
fore them, leaving just a few men to slow
up the Red approach. During the night
this force made rapid progress down the
main highway, and by 2:30 am. had
reached the city eenter. This not without
much machine-gunning to silence isolat-
ed points of resistance by remaining Na-
tmnahst troops. Not many of the people
in the city slept that night as the noiF~
of _ﬁghting passed their front doors,

At the headguarters of the city police,
the chief and his top men had fled and

.anpther group had taken over. These

hoisted the white flag and welcomed the
13



newly arrived Communists, Large num-

bers of the loeal wolunteer defense

groups and police began turning in their
weapons. lLikewise many , Nationsalist
troops laid down their arms and sur-
rendered. The remaining Nationalist
iroops began moving north toward Woo-
gung in the hope of evacuating by Na-
tionalist warships.

Occupation Turned into Holiday

~When morning came the populace be-
gan venturing out ento the streets to find
out what had happened, only to learn of
the quick Communist take-over, All busi-
ness was suspended and shops closed;
80, with.nothing to do, the Shanghai-
lander seemed to want to make a holi-
day out of the occupation. The weather
that morning was excellent, with bright
sunny sky and comfortably warm atmos-

here, prompting one of the newspapers
ater to remark that the Red occupation
seemed to have divine blessing.

Not very many Red troops were in evi-
dence that morning, and those that
walked in seemed very tired. Some took
up duty at old Nationalist sandbagged
strong points, and promptly went to
sleep on the streef. Communist {roops
were dresged much the same as the Na-
tionalist troops, only their uniform was
an olive green in color. The Red troops
were quiet and conducted themselves ex-
“tremely well toward the civihan popula-
tion. There was no molestation nor in-
cident of any kind. The soldiers were
sufficiently well equipped and could
therefore act independent of the local
people. They walked and carried their
owi supplies on their shoulders. This
was quite a contrast to the Nationalists,
who would commandeer anything and
everything according to their immediate
needs no matter who suffered.

Everyone loaked on the changing scene
‘with interest, wondering what was going
to happen. The people were not hostile
to the Reds, neither were they over-
friendly. The students seemed to be the
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most enthugiastic in welcoming the vie-

tors, and were sooft busy running around
posting up notices welcoming the peo-
ple’s liberation army. For the most part
the general population seemed to act as
if neutral, yet interested. They were
very glad the fighting was over and that
the occupation was effected so smoothly.
Especially were they glad the take-over
was done quickly and during the night
hours of curfew. Thus there was no ap-
portunity for looting, which the people
feared most of all. For weeks prepara-
tions had been going on to meet the al-
most inevitable plundering and looting
by the mob during the transition from
Nationalist rule to that of the Reds.

In the case of Nanking the police and
troops fled from their duty in the city
more than twenty-four hours before the
Reds arrived. The city was at the merey
of the mob, and a day of terror, looting
and destruction followed. Order was re-
stored only with the arrival of the Reds.
Here in Shanghai, with such a quick
take-over, law and order was maintained
all the time, and everyone felt much re-
lieved at that.

A Loast-Ditch Stand

However, fighting did not cease all
over the city immediately. Nationalist
troops covering the evacuation toward
Woosung made a two-day stand on the
Soochow ereek running through the cen-
ter of the city. Here they made use of
some big a}partment blocks and the main
butlding of the ganeral post office. With
machine guns on the roofs and at the
windows they were able to put np s short
but stubborn stand. Many foreign na-
tionals living in the-apartment blocks
found themselves caught in the middle
of the battle, and were in a dangerous
spot with bullets flying everywhere.
They could not move out of the build-
ings, and their only touch with the out-
side was the telephone, during the two
days of the stand.

Apparently, these Nationalist troops,
AWAKE !



meny of them farm beys, were told by
their officers to atand to the last. Then,
unknown to the soldiers, these officers
had fled. These boys believed that if they
retreated they would be shot by their
own soldiers, and if they surrendered
they would be shot by the Reds. So they
tried to keep up a last-ditch stand. Only
after some of the foreign residents of the
apartments assured them that their offi-
cers were no longer around, ang that the
Reds would not shoot them, did they
agree to surrender. Soon news came of
- the occupation of Woosung; and thus
Nationalist opposition came to an end.

During the whole of the fighting the

loeal people had acted well and orderly.
Now a few of the poorer class began to
demoligh the sandbagged strong peints
in the streets and help themaselves to the
sacks, while the children enjoyed them-
selves in the sand, which is about the
hest use to which these things eould be
put. Six hig ferocious-looking armored
cars which the Nationalists had aban-
doned in the streets were now taken over
by the children, who had a great time
erowding into them and playing war
with them, These abandoned cars stood
as mocking symbols of the Nationalists’
show of strength. When the battle got
too hot these troops just drove into a
side street, left their car and army
jackets and caps, and fled. A sudden
flight right back to ewilian life and its
neutralify. In other parts of the city
ordinary troopa discarded their battle
dress and donned the regular long Chi-
?ese gown. Fires were made of the uni-
forms. |

Eight-Point Declaration

On the day of their arrival the Com-
munists issued an eight-point declara-
tion. This urged the people to return to
their work as usual, and shops and busi-
nesses to open for business as usual.
People employed bﬁ.the Nationalist gov-
erntaent in government offices were told
‘to continue in their work and to preserve
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all records and archives. All foreigners
were assured of protection of their lives
and property. Red soldiers would not
take from anyone 80 much as a plece of
thread without paying for the same. This
deelaration did mueh to put everyone at
ease, Copies of it in Chinese were posted
up throughout the city so that everyone
eould read.

For months the Nationalists head
painted a morbid picture of Red occu-

ation; but most people felt the start in
ghﬂﬂg‘h&i was not bad at all. In fact, in
many ways much wisdom and eommon
sense was displayed by the Beds in both
the occupation and the handling of the
city’s difficult governmental affairs. The
first day the Reds lifted the corfew that
had been in force in the city and re-
moved restrictions forbidding eivilians
to use the waterfront and to travel

across the river {o homes on the other

side. In this way every effort was made
to get the city running in the normal
manner as quickly as possible,

Chinese Reda Real Communists?

Opinions differ as to whether Red
domination of China is a good thing or
not. One thing, though, has dawned upon
all who have given attention to the China
problem, and that is that the corrupt
and decaying Nationalist regime has had
its day. Hiven its most loyal suppoxrter,.
the United States, has at last acknowl-
edged that fact, but only after seeing
three-fourths of its very liberal aid ma-
terial surrendered or sold to the oppos-
ing Reds. This is the government that
fought to liberate China from the Japa-
nese, that represents China as one of
the big four and possesses the power of
veto in the family of Unifed Nations, and
that gave to China a constitution of dem-
ocratic form. Yet it cannot stand in its
own home. Disunity, gross eorruption
and amazing inefficiency has paid itg
dividend and the whole national system
is ecrumbling. This state of the national
government and its chief political party,
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the Kuomintaug, has-oroveled ample
material for Réd propaganda; aud to
aronse feeling against the United States
for supporting-such a government. The
Reda have miade hay out-of it, with the
result that they haye been able to whip
up a zealons patriotic feeling in their
forces. They see themselves as the libera-
tors of the people, destined to overthrow
capitalistic Chiang Kai-shek and com-
plete the people’s political revolution;
that all reactionaries who stand in the

way of that revolution must be destroyed. -

Anti-Communist elements question
whether the Chinese Communists will
really follow the Moscow pattern of
Commnunism. It is acknowledged that the
Chinese are naturally proud of their race
and  cnlture, but they are not usually
fervently patriotic for their government
or nation. This probably is due to the
fact that they have never had a govern-
ment that was demoeratic and represent-
ed the people. In all their long history
povernment has been a family and mili-
tary affair and the people have never
had any say in the running of national
affairs. The family has always been the
essential unit in Chinesge life, and family
interests always come before national in-
terests. Hence there has been an amaz-
ing lack of publie spirit in China until
the rising of the Reds.

Victory on the battlefield is an easy
raeans of whipping up enthusiasm, but
gsuch enthusiasm soon cools down if the
promised economic prosperity does not
follow it up. People want food, clothing
and homes, and it is on these points that
the suceess of the Communists with the
people will depend. Here the Reds have

no easy task. Capital is needed to de-

velop railways and roads, to modernize
agricultural and farming methods and to
build up essential industry in the coun-
try. In the past foreign countries have
provided the capital and brains to ac-
complish these things. Now, with the
Iron Curtain falling arcund China, any
outside asststance it is thought will eome
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from Communisf countiries and lmostly
from Soviet Russia, However, the United
States is still supplying food. shipments
to -aid hungry Chinese in Nationalist
territories, and at the same time bot.
British and American businessmen are
anxious to begin trading with the Reds.
Both countries hope to establish “friend-
Iy” relations with the Communists for
the purpose of doing business with them,
Nothing is being done that might offend
the Reds, Foreign business interests are
hopeful the Reds will respond and make
use of their valuable services, to the mu-
tual benefit of hoth parties. But, in re-
cent statements and actions, this un-
known guantity, the Chinese Reds, has
given the foreigner cause for the jitters,
and he is not 8o sure that he is considered
so essentlal to Chinese prosperity and
Red success.

With the eivil war now over as far as
Shanghai is concerned, the people’s at-
tention is quickly focused on the city’s
next big. headache, that of money. The
Nationalists proved wholly incapable of
maintaining a steady currency, but were
constantly beset with deflation. In the
nine menths that their new “Gold Yuan”
money had existed up till now, it had
depreciated from four to one American
dollar to over fifty million to one. Now
the Reds have their own currency called
Jen Ming Piao, or People’s money, which

‘is being introduced into the city, People

are hoping this will not take the same
disastrous slide ag the Nationalists’
money, If foreign irade can soon be re-
sumed in the port, and the local money
kept stable, then the city can continue
to provide a living for its teeming in-
hahitants. Henee there are still many
vital problems facing this city.

But at least one major crisis has come
and gone, and a further page has been
written in the dazzling history of this
glamorous and iniquitous city that has
risen from the Whangpoo mud flats to he
the fourth-largest on earth.—Awake!
correspondent in China,
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T IS a strange thing, but some people
hurl insult and caustic eriticism at the
surgical profession when they are
healthy, vet if their bodies are cruyshed
and mangled in an auto accident they
are most grateful if a surgeon patches
them up in time to save their life. The
same ones that call the doctors of sur-
gery “knife- w:le]dmg surgical - demong’,
callmls fiends,” crlmmﬂls,’ “wicked
men,” “saddists and perverts who “Inst
- to enjoy the pain of others” later express
gratitude that a surgeon was able to pull
them through when their appendix rup-
tared. Such a paradox is. due to igno-
rance. Many of these people, thongh hon-
est and sincere in their criticism, are
entirely ignorant of the marvelous ac-
complishments of surgery until they are

forced to personally visit the operating -

roorm,

Emergency operations save many
lives following accidents. A leg or collar-
bone of an athlete has a eompound frac-
fure; the hand of a machinist is mashed;
a fishhook snags a-sportsman’s eveball;
a chicken bone strangles an old lady; an
ol refinery worker has the skin burned
off his face and arms; a bullet lodges
deep 1n the chest of a hold-up vietim.
Everyday these, and a thousand cases
like them, demand the services of trained
surgeons.

When a horse bit off half of the ear
of an 8-year-old St. Louis girl surgery
grafted 1t back on two hours later when
the lobe was recovered from the stable,
In Los Angeles g girl’s nose was sewed
back on after it had been slashed off in
an aunto accident. Another girl reached
the hospital with a fractured leg dan-
gling by only a section of muscle. Today,
due to the doctor’s skill, she walks qn
two legs instead of one. After a little boy
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fell on the open blade of a pocket knife
and the wound appdrently healed he
complained of sharp pains around the
heart. Surgeons found that the blade had
severed the thoracic duct in his neck and
chvle fluid had filled -the chest cavity,
where it erowded the heart. In Phoenix-
viile, Pa., three surgeons labored five
hours - patching up the bullet-riddled
heart, lung, stomach and spleen of 2 man
who attempted suicide. When they fin-
ished they had knit him fogether with
150 stitches, and he lived! In an auto
accident the stomach of a GI soldier was
squeezed up through the diaphragm into
the. chest cavity, and it took surgeons
'fc-ur and a half hours to make a 15-inch
incision, remove one rib, and return the
stomach to its normal pusltmn

Betides life- -saving beneflts, vietims of
accidents receive great blessings from
plastic surgery. It is only short of mirae-
ulous, the way some that had had half
their faces torn awiy by shrapnel are
patched up. Either using soft cartilage

~from the hipbone or a new synthetic

plastic as seaffolding upon which tissues
and skin are hung, plastic surgeons build
up noses, ears, chins, ete. Diseased arter-
ies and bile ducts have also been Te-
placed with tubing of synthetic plastie.

Correcting the Deformed and Crippled
Not only is plastie surgery nsed annu-
ally to give new faces to an estimated
50,000 persons in the United States, in-
cludlng the ill-shaped, spies and re-
formed eriminals, but it is used to cor-
rect many deformities. In one case a man
lookedr ag if his ears had been pinned

.on his head upside down. In another, &

man had webbed hands and feet. A freak
of nature, with one side of his face a
solid sheet of bone, had the upper and
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lower jaws separated by surgery, and
with bone and flesh grafiing was trans-
formed into a normal-locking individual.

Mothers can now take home from the
hospitals mnormal-locking babies even
when born as harelips, thanksg to sargery.
When a baby's tongue hung down its
windpipe 1ts ﬁfe was saved by attaching
the tongue to the [ower jaw. A baby, born
with an esophaguns ending in a closed
pouch and its windpipe ending in its
gtomach, was able to live becanse sur-

eons made the necessary correction.

nce & girl was born with no mouth, but
gsurgeons separated the fused jaws, made
a month, and permitted it to nurse like
other babies. Xnother baby had a sepa-
rated breastbone and only & thin mem-

brane “window” over itg heart that al- .

most burst every time it cried, vet sur-
gery corrected the defect. Linda Thorson
was born April 14 of this year with some
of her vital organs hanging outside her
body. After putting them back in place,
sewing and patehing her np, the doctors
sent this Wisconsin baby home to a fam-
ily of four sisters and two brothers.

In recent vears more and more handi-
capped and crippled people have bene-
fited from the science of surgery. Omne
man having a bad limp because one leg
was three 1nches shorter than the other
had the short Ie% lengthened by special
bone grafting. In other cases, where
bones are diseased beyond repair, they
are replaced by a “spare part” supplied
from a quick-freeze “bone-bank” locker.
Even replacement of joints made of
stainless steel and plastic has been ac-
complished by wonder-working surgery.
Thus, otherwise hopeless cases doomed
to a bed-ridden or wheel-chair life are
blessed with full use of their limbs.

Fven deformities eaused by infantile
paralysis, such as bowlegs, knock-knees
and hunchback, can be corrected by sur-
gical science, There was a so-called
“gpider boy"”, 17 years old, that had a
“floating pelvis” that made him walk
with his arms swinging below his knees.
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By the use of steer pina and metal bands,
and by fusing the pelvis to the spine, this
young man was permitted to stand erect
for the first time in his life,

Surgery iz able to repair many dam-
aged and worn-out parts of the body. In
one very unusual case, where a man
coughed and choked every time he tried
to swallow, a surgeon rebuilt his whole
throat. One of the most remarkable oper-
ations, if true, is the report that a So-
viet surgeon successfully replaced an
amcfvutated tongne with a flap of skin,
and the patient was able to regain the
Ppower of speech,

The precious gift of sight, in many
cases, is possible only because of sur-
gery. Kings and nobles, veterans and
aged grandmothers, after years of blind-
ness are able to see once again because
their diseased corneas have been re-
placed by healthy ones. In the future
surgeons hope to correct near- and far-
sightedness the same way. When a per-
gon’s eyes literally “pop out of their
sockets” surgeons have been able to cor-
rect the defect. If a blood clot fills the
eyeball it has heen possible to replace
the eye fluid with a fluid taken from the
spinal eoluran. A very ingenious opera-
tion, In cases where the eye is. lost, is to
sew the muscles to ap artificial plastic
eye and thus permit the false eye to be
rolled with the good one,

Life-saving by Surgery

Fifteen years ago about 18,000 deaths
a year pceurred in the DUnited States
from appendicitis; but improvements in
surgery and the use of penicillin have
reduced this figure 756 percent., Recently
a delicate operation was announced in
which dizeased areas in the lungs were
removed without damaging the Inngs
themselves. In one instance a tubercular
lung was collapsed to allow it to heal by
placing a number of plastic “ping-pong”
balls In the chest cavity. Years ago, am-
putation of old persons’ legs above the
knees resulted in gangreme and death,
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but now there is little nazard, with the
surgical prefreezing methods in use.

Hiccup may not seem like a life or
death malady, but, if you eannet stop it,
you might think so. A New York woman
went down from 118 to 82 pounds in a
08-day hiccup grind, until a surgeon
severed her phrenic nerve that was caus-
ing it. Cutting or blocking other nerves
and nerve-centers bhas given relief from
many other maladies. Shaking palsy,
marked by uncontrolled musecular trem-
ors, hag been cured by eutting of certain
nerves. Similarly, the pain-sensation of
eoldness, itching, ¢ramps and burning
that seem to be in “phantom” hands and
legs after amputations, have been re-
lieved. And in cases of paralysis nerve-
blocking with anesthetics has given re-
lief for long periods of time.

Probing deep into the brain and cut-
ting certain sections in the frontal lobe
has short-cireunited mental distresses like
overworry; anxiety, fear and melancho-
lia. In a few instances brain operations
have made “boy-girls” into girls, and
vice versa., Some cages of insanity have
been permanently cured withount loss of
initiative or intellectual ability. Another
method, besides the deep cutting, sinks

a needle three inches into the brain, and

with an electrie current gears nerve tig-
sues that give rise to emotional disturb-
ances. Though these uperations are car-
ried out with the greatest precision, the
risk is so great they are only a last re-
gort.

Operating on the Heart

Such operations on the brain approach
death no closer than surgery on the
heart. For example, the removal of the
calcified layer encasing the heart of 56-
vear-old Mrs, Dora Smith, of Pekin, 111,
As the surgeon chipped and chiseled the
stone-like growth away, one slip and the
end would have come, In cases where the
heart is starved of blood while working
to supply the rest of the body, surgeons
have devised a way of feeding back some
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of the blood to the heari, A ¥French sur-
geon has been able to open up and scrape
out as much as two-foot lengths of har-
dened arteries, indeed a bold and revo-
lutionary operation.

“Blue babies,” having defective heart
valves that prevent sufficient oxygen
from reaching the body, are doomed to
a short life of practically no activity un-
less surgery can effect a remedy. One
method that has proved 80-percent sue-
cessful consists of cutting off a large
artery near the heart and joining it to
another leading to the lungs. Another
surgeon, a daring Englishman command-
ing the greatest skill, opened up the
heart itse]f and dilated the restricted
valves, thus permitting more oxygen-
bearing blood to be pumped to the body.
Working on heart valves damaged by
rheumatie fever, another surgeon in
South Carolina perfected a special lan-
cet called a valvulotome that is slipped
into an artery leading to the eonstricted
valves, where it is used to cut away the
clogging tissue.

These clever acecomplishments of the
operating room seem wonderful in them-
selves; yet surgery has its shortcomings.
Surgery is not only a growing unper-
fected science, it is also an art; and not
all surgeons are gpod artists. So often
the patient survives the operation only
to die during the recovery. At the best,
surgery can prolong a person’s life only
a few years, Hence, a sober-minded per-
son, while giving credit where credit is
due and giving thanks for benefits re-
ceived, does not fail to acknowledge that
such blessings are only transitory snd
will pass away with this old world. Sar-
geons are not the saviors of mankind.
Nothing can compare, no, not even the
most miraculous surgery can match the
healing blessings of Jehovah God’s
promised Theocratic Kingdom. When its
full power takes over earth’s affairs, in
the near future, it will do such a perfect
job of restoration that there wiil never
again be the need for surgery!
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YHE person who stated, “Life is a bat-

~ tle between the insects and man,”
could have had in mind the locust,

Although always more or less a nui-
gance, written records of ancient laws
ghow that apparently the locust was also
useful. One of these laws showed it was
fit to be eaten: “Even these of them ye
may eat; the locust after his kind, and
the bald lecust . . . and the grasshop-
per . . . but all other flying ecreeping
things, which have four feet, shall be an
sbomination unto you” (Leviticus
11: 22, 23) This was a law of one of the
nations that had dealings with ancient
Egypt thousands of years ago. Records
show that besides the Egyptians, also
the Chinese and Greeks fought the
plagues. Preserved locusts have been un-
eovered in the tombs of Egypt.

Modern-day nations such as Uruguay
and Argenting wish that all of the lo-
custs were buried in the tombs instead
of plaguing South America as they do
today. The month of September of 1947
saw swarms of thousands of loensts in
these two Latin-American countries, The
appearance of A swarm of these pests
effects animpression in one that is almost
frightening at first. The swarm appears
g0 snddenly from a clear sky, sailing in
a very warm breeze In a flight so iow,
uniform and dense that it eovers the
round with a shadow. And i is a help-
ess feeling one hag when watehing their
brownish-red bodies flapping transparent
wings steadily but surely Aying onward,
reflecting the sun-rays off their glisten-
ing bodies.

Really, an invasion is 8 speétacle, One
Sunday afternoon ‘in the-¢pring of 1947
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an enormous swarm landed on the green
playing field of the city stadium of Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay, during the afternoon
goceer g;ra,me (national pastime of Urn-
guay). Thousands of spectators forgot
about the human football players for the
moment and directed all of their atten-
tion to the new arrivals. The game had
to be stopped for a time. In the same
city that afternoon swarms of locusts
made a comie sight as they landed in the
main street far away from the stadium
among the ecrowded thoroughfare of
pedestrians and autos. Swarms have
even stopped railroad trains in the open
country, strange as it may seem.
But, of course, by far the worst dam-
age 18 done to the farmer, A swarm fly-
ing over his lands will draw out the fol.
lowing words from the owner. “Don’t let
them land here; let them go on and eat
up somebody else’s erops.” Some vears
they land and eat, and other years they
pass by, and sometimes they do not even
visit the section. As to the year of their -
arrival some people have the mistaken
idea that they come every seven vyears
and then do not come for the following
geven. That is wrong. They do have a pe-
riod of maximum vears of invasion and
minimum, but it is not in such clock-like
faghion. Others say the climale governs
the goings and comings; but, although
this does have something to do with their
visits, i1t does not exactlv hold true
either. One of the other causes presentad
by experts is the variation of the siun-
spots. Nobody is sure of the reason.
But there is a regularity in the months
of their invasion, They always artive in
the spring and leave in the fall, ant Jus-
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gess summer and winter resorte even as
the richer class of New Yorkers winters
in Miami or Los Angeles. The “cancel-
late” locust of Uruguay spends his winter
in the Argentine, And these vacationers
are not old-fashioned either, they use
the latest style of travel—they go by
air. And they require that the air be
air-conditioned when traveling. They
wateh the thermometer very closely and
will undertake & trip only under the ex-
act temperature desired.

But once they have taken off, they are

set to complete a long journey, in South .

America making flights of 2,000 miles.
They sail in the warm winds. To the
casual onlooker at first observance they
appear to be very poor pilots, seemingly
heing blown along completely at the
mercy of the wind. Apparently noting
this characteristic Biblical writers pic-
tured the uncontrollability as being
“tossed up and down as a locust”. But an
extended study of the flight proves that
they are expert pilots and follow their
bearing perfeetly. Of course, sometimes

natural eirecumstances alter the case and’

result in a terrible catastrophe, Some-
times 1n Urugnay an entire swarm will
be blown into the ocean to drown. This
happened with the loeusts that plagued

ancient Egypt, as the record states: ‘the-

east wind brought them and the west
wind carried them away,” it blew them
all into the sea. ;

However, they generally complete

their long-distance flights to foreign soil

without mishap. After once landing in
the new eountry they confine their flying
to only short Iocal hops from one green
field to another, As it is stated, “as the
running to and fro of locusts shall he
run upon them.” In the cool of the day
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they are always grounaca , oui wiwnl
the rise in temperature of a few degrees
of heat they commence to fiy about as the
writer Nahum of old noted: “camp In
the hedges in the cold day, but when the
sun ariseth they flee’ away, and their
place is not kmown where they are.”
—Nah. 3:17.

Man-made barriers do not disturb
these travelers; they pay no attention
at all to the artificial boundaries between
countries and are very indifferent as to
passports, visas and other red tape re-
quired of human travelers. Neither do
they worry about:food or baggage.
Really they worry about very little, only
the temperature, They ealmly sail along
in a hot wind in gigantic masses, the
lowest fliers just barely clearing the
trees and housetops, and the highest fli-
ers ‘way up. In Uruguay they flv a fixed
route yvear after year and seldom vary
from it. The invaders enter the national
territory from the Argentine on the
north near the rural sections of Paysan-
df, Salto and Artigas; from there always
head southward but seldom reach the
river Plata at Montevideo. These are of
the family of the great South American
eenter comprising Argentina, Uruguay,

‘Brazil, Paraguay and Chile, and some-

times extending to include Bolivia and
Peru.

Stomach a Botiomless Pil

What is the locust problem{ It is not
the flyving, but the landing, that consti-
tutes the problem of his enemy man, His
flying does not hother
anvthing, but after land-
ing he eats up every- =Y
thing in sight. This {SGSS
brings up a big feature, JSu




his appetite. What an appetite he does
have! Years ago an Argentine fellow
determined by experiments (in 1923)
that one locust could eat half of hig weight
or more each day; eating one-tenth of
his weight each meal and eating seversal
meals each day. His appetite seemingly
is never satisfied; having a stomach that
i8_ literally a hottomless pit, the locust
is always hungry. Apparently the food
eaten i not even digested. It seems that
the locust bites off and swaliows the leaf
and it almost goes right through the
body without stopping,

As said before, there is one factor that
stops his eating, and that is the tempera-
ture, They are finicky about the heat in
the dining-room, abaolutely passing up
the most appetizing diet, refusing to eat
one bite, if the temperature is not suit-
able. On the average, however, the total
damage iz affeoted little by this in the
Latin-American countries because al-
most every day during the summer
months is hot enough to please them,

Raising the Family

Uruguayan farmers have asked: “Why
do they come to Urnguay to eat up onr

cropst Why don’t they stayin Argenting,

where they helong?” The locusts them-
selves can answer that question with the
axcuse that has age almost from eter-
nity. It is: “To raise a family.” That is
the main reason why the loeusts pick up
and fly the long distances to foreign
lands, They go to mate and leave their
voung ones to grow up in & land of
abundant fresh greens, |

The mating lasts from 2 to 25 hours;
after the mating .the death is liable to
oceur at any time, Finishing the mating
the husband deserts the wife and goes
off with a bunch of other fellows to self-
ishly enjoy himself. But absence of the
man does not bother the wife; she has
work on her mind now. She must firat
search for a suitable spot to lay her eggs.
And, of all places, she finds the spot in
the center of a dry, barren ground free of
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vegetation where the dirt is as hard es
a brick. It just suits her desire. She sinks
& hole in the ground and lays her eggs.
And the number of eggs that she lays!
From 80 to 120 jn one sitting, and she
sits from 2 to 6 times. This meana that
from 400 to 700 eggs will be produced
from one pair. Quite a family. No wonder
ghe 18 nervous during the time of egg-
laying. -
The protection that she makes for the
eggs 18 a. clever thing. She pours a self-
manufactured foamy liguid into the bot-
tom of the hole, which dries, forming the
floor of the eartridge. She lays her 100
or so eggs inside the cartridge, finally
finishing it over with more of the frothy
liquid, forming a compact lid. During
this work ghe 18 not the least bit lonely.
Thousands of other female locusts lay
eggs in the same field at the same time.
Really they are as thick as flies, Finigh-
ing the egg-laying the women fly off to
join their husbands, deserting the chil-
dren as orphans. However, a few fe-
males are assigned to remain and watch
the egg-field until the young ones hatch.

The time that it takes hefore the eggs

will hatch variea with the temperature,

gometimes it will be 20 days before the
young ones break out of the cartridges.
At birth they are not locusts, but are
small mosquitoes, This is one of a series
of eight stages of life beginning with the
worm and finishing with the locust. As
mosquitoes they eat very little, spending
most of their time bathing in the sun.
They have no privacy in their sun-baths
either. fmagine the sight with 699 hroth-
ers and sisters in his ‘own family be-
gides all of the kids of the thounsands
of neighboring families! The community
life of a locust beginsg at birth and con-
tinues untll death, It might be said a
locust never spends a moment alone,

In addition to the mosquito form of
life the insect pasges a stage as & grass-
hopper. Yes, & bright-colored type, sim-
ilar to those speecimens which the frout-
fishers of the Rocky mountains use for
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palt on the fishhook. As zrasshoppers
they flash loud eolors and, as their name
suggests, they hop about instead of fly-
ing, because they do not yet have wings
in this secondary stage. The grasshop-
per spends his days jumping from car-
rot patch to carrot patch. He spends the
night over the vegetation in a drowsy
condition, but early in the morning with
the first sunrayvs he begins to move, His
first act naturally in harmony with his
reputation i8 to take his position at the
breakfast table, which consists of a juicy
leaf. With the temperature in his favor
he will continue this procedure off and
on all day long, hopping from one leaf
to ancther, -blending breakfast into din-
ner and dinner into supper. Doing this
day after day, innumerable quantities of
these fellows destroy completely field
after field, not passing up one green leaf.
Such a healthy diet develops the grass-
hopper to make his last change, that is,
into & full-growh locust with wings.

The change from grasshopper to lo-
cust is g speetacle. He takes an odd posi-
tion, hooking his legs to & tiny twig on
the ground. Then, with his head bent

down, he begins the strenuous task of

shedéiing his old suit. He expands his
body in:the middle as though inflated by
air pressure. He uses & muscular move-
ment which only the locust possesses,
and finally separates the skin in the cen-
ter and it begins to slide down off over
his head. He finally succeeds in pulling it
completely off and tosses it to one side
as one would with a worthless, worn-
out snit of clothes; which it really is,
But what a sight the poor bug is with-
out his suit!-The eyesockets in his head
are empty, his entire body is naked
(without a stitech of -clothing) and his
legs and feelers are moist, soft and ten-
der just as a newborn babe. It is a help-
lesr, defenseless position of the locust
and even his weakest enemies can easily
knock him over and finish him off. It is
the most dangerous moment of his life,
But after drying out his body in the sun
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his armored skin hegina to show itself
and his enemies then scatter and will
bother Him no more. As his legs stiffen
up he hops around a bit.

Then with the first warm day he tries
out his newly formed wings. But before
taking off the ground he warms up mm
the same manner as a big league base-
ball piteher before the game, and finally
with the temperature just right, at 18
degrees centigrade [abont 64 degrees
Fahrenheit), he takes off. He takes off
in 2 warm wind together with his thou-
sands of companions.

Fighting the Plague

And this is when the bewildered farm-
er asks, “How can we stop them?” In
South America that question has gone
unanswered for a long time. In times
past the individual farmer did very lit-
tle about the locust as long as his own
crops were not bothered. When a swarm
did arrive, only then would he stir into
action, nervously running about in the

field waving a flag on the end of a pole,

chasing the invaders from one spot to
another. The lgcusts would rise up 1
front, fly back over his head, and lan
behind and continue eating hardly with-
out interruption. Other .farmers raced
up and down the field beating on tin cans
as the invading locusts flew over head.
The bugs do not land, beeause of the
noise; but they return later and eat up
everything.

South Americans have learned that
the combat with the loeust has to be &
continuous, year-round job. Towarad this
end the agrienlturists have studied the
babits and have developed usefnl arms
to control and destroy the pest. Some
such developments are: poison hait to

feed him, powdered chemicals to spray
‘oveér his body, traps to catch the grass:

hoppers, plows to disk up the egg-fields,
flame-throwers to burn ap the mosqui-
toes, and even importing enemy-insects
to spread over the land to fight him. The
flame-throwers are, of course, the most
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thrilling to wateh, but actually &re rath-
er impractical beeanse the operation is
very costly and dangeroue, esFeciale in
South America, where gasolime is so
very high-priced.

The battle against the locust 15 real

warfare. An airplane is.flown over a cul-.

tivated field at low altitude and scat-
ters behind a powdered, poison smoke
that settles down over a swarm sitting
on the ground, It is similar to a smoke-
screen laid over an enemy battleship. It
is notable that the aviator chooses a cool
day to use his weapon, knowing that the
locust will not fly off of the ground at
lower temperatures. On a warm day the
locust takes right off and there i1s danger
of smothering the plane by the swarm.

Tn fields where the grasshoppers are
mowing down the green pasture faster
than lawn mowers could do it and they
are as thick as flies on the ground, the
trap method is effective. They set up a
galvanized sheet-iron bin directly in the
path of the infantry of the locusts. In
short order the bin three feet high and
about 25 feet square is plumb full of the
ingeets and running over. It is then
sprayed with chemicals or simply ecov-

ered over with dirt to smother the lo-.

custs.

 Another attack is this, Disking up the
hard, barren, uncultivated field of egg
deposits will uproot some of the buried
cartridges loaded with hundreds of
locust-eggs, and theoretically should be
Eh’e most effieient method; the advantage

eing to exterminate a hundred locusts

in one cartridge, whereas after hatching
the insects are not so concentrated. To
do this, however, one needs Iabor, plows
and horses or tractors. Furthermore,
‘one has to pay the plowman and feed the
horses and buy the plows. It is an ex-
pensive proposition and the results do
not compensate for the costs.

But, as stated previously, these lo-
eusts are travelers, and so another de-
velopment came into existence. The Uru-
guayan experts now have a locust eon-

24

trol eentral office in- Montevideo. This
office each day receives a pile of tele-
grams, lettera and telephone calls from
the departments in the interier. These
calls give the loeation and direetion of
locust flights. Field squads in the sec-
tion soon to be iInvaded are notified, and
they pick up the equipment and move to
the attack, and they get results. Spraved
with the poison powder the loensts
die within 3 to 24 hours. Feeding them
the arsenic bait always kills when the
temperature 1s snitable for locust-eating
and the bait is fresh. And, contrary to
general opinion, the bait will not kill
livestock or, in fact, any warm-blooded
animal, altifough it is harmful to eold-
blooded insects, such as bees,” A powder-
gpraying airplane is the most efficient
weapon of all, but it also has its prob-
lems. Since it 18 almost irapossible to lo-
cate the locusts from an airplane, 2
ground crew of men must be on the spot
shead of the plane to outline the swarm
of locusts.

Obstacles in the Fight

But talk is cheap, while fighting lo-
custs is expensive. The politicians in
charge talk much but act little. Pouring
out words into the air costs nothing,
whereas shelling out eoin to show action
touches the moneybag. And the average
farmer shows a good-will spirit to fight
only when the locust is actnally in his
own field, but is rather rebellious as to
going out into open country during other
months to fight them.

The gcientists and bioclogists, the en-
gineers and chemists, have studied the
locnst, have developed sure methods to
kill him, and, now that the second world
war has ended, can buy the equipment,
that is, airplanes, jeeps, poison. Many
sinecere men really want to, they haye
their heart and mind set an that. But
what holds them back? Their hands are
tied up by the endless roll of red tape
developed by the politicians, The prac-
tical men are rendered powerless by it.
—Awake! correspondent in Uruguay.
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Whom God Begets Spiritually

AS WE stated in our previous article,
1t is God’s will that all those who are
made members of His kingdom with
Christ shall die ag human creatures and
be resurrected and live in the spirit with
Christ Jesus. Such faithful ones die as
He died- and, being faithful till death,
have a part in His resurrection, the
“first resurrection”. (Philippians 3:10;
Revelation 20:6) Those selected to he-
come prospective members of the heav-
enly kingdom (Gtod therefore justifies by
faith and counts such justified ones as
now dead with Christ Jesus and so He
begets them to life as spirit creatures.
Romans 6:3-8 says on this: “Know vye
not that so many of us as were bap-
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. For
if we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall be also in

the likeness of his resurrection: know- .
ing this, that our old man is erucified

with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed
from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with
him.”

The term begeiting means a father’s
acknowledging that the child is his son.
God gives the assurance of sonship to
the obedient ones by and through His
“written Word: “Of his own will begat
he us with the word of truth, that we
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should be a kind of first-fruits of his
ereatures.” (James 1:18) A Christian
begotten by God is counted as a new
creature in Christ and on his way to life
in the Kingdom,. which life he will re-
ceive if he continues faithful to the end.
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
is.a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are beeome new.
And all things are of God, who hath ret-
onciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,
and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation.” “For ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God. When
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with him in glory.”
—2 (orinthians 5:17,18; Colossians
3:3,4. |

These begotten ones are called or
taken into the covenant for the King-
dom. So, if they keep on faithful to the
end of their earthly journey, they have

‘the assurance of being in the Kingdom,

All consecrated persons who are justi-
fied and begotten of Almighty God by
His spirit He calls or invites with the
“high calling”, that is, the “holy calling”.
It is & heavenly calling, to a place with
Jesus Christ in His kingdom. Henece
2 Timothy 1:9 says: God “hath saved
usg, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but aecord-
ing to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began.”

Evolutionists and teachers of the tra?
ditions of men or religionists are gener-
ally acknowledged as “brainy”, and will
such persons be called for that reason to
the kingdom of God? The apostle an-
swers, at 1 Corinthians 1:26-29: “Ye see
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your calling, brethren, how that not
many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are-called: but
God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things of the world
to confound the things which are mighty;
and base things of the world, and things
which ‘are despised, hath God chosen,
yea, and things which are not, to bring
to nought things that are: that no flesh
should glory in his presence.”

Persons ealled to heaven with the holy
calling are selected to become members
of the glorified “body of Chtist”; and to
them it is written: “Whereunto he called
you by our gospel, to the obtaining of
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(2 Thegsalonians 2;14) Those who are
consécrated as followers of Jesus Christ
are called to suffer nnjustly as footstep
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Says
1 Peter 2:21 on this: “For even here-
unto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us [unjustly], leaving us
an example, that ye should follow his
steps.” When a person has thus heen
called to the Kingdom he must continue
to fight the good fight of faith against
everything « that seeks to destroy his
faith.—1 Timothy 6:12,

All the called ones compose & church
or congregation. Church is another name
g plieg to the Kingdom class, of which
C%rist Jesus is the Head, Lord and
Chief, and of which the 144,000 found

faithful till death are members. Hence

the true church is composed of One and

144,000. (Revelation 7:1-8 and 14:1-3) .

This word church has been much misused
among men, and many religious persons
think that by it the Bible means a reli-

ious building in which to meet for re-
ﬁlginus purposes. But in the Bible it
means exclusively “congregation” or
“assembly”, which has been brought to-
gether by a call. This is the way Jesus
used it in the following connection: He
had propounded to His diseiples this

question: “Whom say ye that I am{”
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‘'was that Sent One?
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou

lme manifest purpose of that question
wag tu nfford an opportunity for His dis-
ciples to make known whether they reec-
ognized Him as the Messigh, the Christ,
or not, Jehovah God had promised to
send the Messiah, or Anointed One, and
now did Jesus’ disciples believe that He.
ere we read: “And

art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed ar{ thoun, Simon Bar-jona: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father whieh is in heaven.
And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock T will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it.”—Matthew 16:16-18,

We do not have to identify the reli-
gious organization of great power and
influence in the world that has for cen-
turies taught its religious population
that Jesus said He would build His

- chureh upon Peter. You know the organ-

ization from its continual repetitious
statement of its claim to be that one and
only church. But did Jesus tell Peter He
would build His church upon him? Noth.
ing of the kind! Peter had answered the

uestion, saying to Jesus: “Thou art the

hrist the Son of the living Glod.” That
was what Andrew {old Peter about three
years before: “He first findeth his own
brother Simon, and saith unto him, We
have found the Messias, which is, being
interpreted, the Christ.” And right after
Andrew, Nathanael said to Jesus:; “Thou
art the Son of God; thou art the King
of Israel.” (John 1:41,49) To Peter's
answer Jesus replied: ‘My Father, who
is in heaven, has revealed this to you.
You did not get the eonvicetion from any-
one else,” Then Jesus added: “Upon this
rock T will build my church; and the
gates of hell [mankind’s grave] shall not
prevail against it.,” This must be true,
because Jesus and the members of the
“body of Christ” are the only ones God

grants immortality. But more on this

point we reserve to a succeeding issue.
AWAKE!



Everlasting Life Possible?

'N A letter to the British Medical Jour-

nal, published in the March 2, 1944,

igsue, on the subjeet of lnngevlty Dr.
Hugh Mackintosh wrote:

Your correspondents appear to hzwe Over-
looked two rather important indicators con-
eerning longevity, First, human remains have
been disinterred by archaeologists, almost cer-
tainly pre-Floed, having characteristies that
indicate longevity far greater than anything
we can at present conceive. The most striking

indication is the extraordinary way in which .

the teeth are worn right down into. their
sockets by long usage. Thus “the ancient
cemetery at Ur (i.e, Abraham’s Ur of the
Chaldees), and the still more ancient one

(ctrea 2,000 years older) at the neighbouring

site called Al-Ubaid, testify strongly not only
against revolutionary theories but also to the
aceuracy of the Bible in aseribing long life-
periods to primeval mankind.”

And 8ir Arthur Keith states: “Certainly,
as physieal anthropologists measure people,
the later people of Ur were notl the equal of
the earlier people found at Al-Ubaid”; and
again: “The ancient Sumerians were a large-
headed, large-brained people, approsching or
exceeding in these respects the longer-headed
races of Europe. . . . The testh of the early
Sumerians of the Al-Ubaid cemetery were
worn down. to an extracrdinary degree—much
more than those of the people buried in the
later cemetery of Ur itself.” Actually there is
ample secular evidence to show that there once
existed on this earth of ours a race of men
of magnificent physique, splendidly muscled,
with a brain eapacity exceeding that of mod-
ern man, and having &ll the signs of extreme
longevity.

My second point is that in trying to esti-
mate the claims of the Bible for great length
of years your correspondents are assutning
that climatic conditions on the earth have
always been as they are now, whereas there is
much evidence that that is not so, In his book
Evolutionary Geology McCreadie Price shows
that the geological evidence supports the view
that at one time the earth enjoyed a uniform-
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ly warm climate from pole .o pole ideally
suited for the growth and long life of plants
and animals, The plants and animals that ex-
isted then and whose species have survived
to the present day were giants of their kind.
He also shows that a catastrophe of world-
wide character oceurred that could only bs
explained by the Flood of the Bible,

There is only one thing that ean bhe visnal-
ized ag giving s uniformly warm and equable
climate—namely, something that would en-
velop the whole earth so as to prevent the
direct rays of the sun from penetrating its
gurface and at the same time act as a heat-
trap. The only thing that can be imagined as
doing this is a cﬂmplete envelope of water
vapour high up in the atmosphere or at its
upper limit. Under such conditions the elimate
would be uniformly warm, with no extremes
of any kind, and there would be no showers
but a heavy dew to water the surface of the
earth. Nor would the seasons exist as they do
now, nor the clear distinetion betwesn day
and night that a direct view of the sun, moon,
and -stars gives.

If, by some chance cause, this belt or en-
velope of water vapour were to be precipitated
on to the earth, the result would be a flood
of the extent desenbed in the Bible, with al
those extremes of heat and cold, moisture and
drought, that we now experience due to the
action of the direct rays of the sun.

From the June, 1948, issue of the Sei-
entific American the following is quoted
from the artmle entitled “The iology of
Old Age”

In the mlddle 1930’s Rudolf Schoenheimer
and & group of eo-workers at Columbia Uni-
versity’s College of Physicians and Surgeons

launched a radioactive-tracer study of the
. traffic that goes on among body constituents,

By determining the fate of “labeled” sub-
stances which were fed to experimental anis
mals, Schoenheimer was soon able to demon-
strate that long after growih has stopped the
structural materials of the organism are in an
endlesaly unsettled state,

If a labeled protein building stone is fed
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to & rat on Tuesday, it will by Thursday be
found incorporated into proteins-all over the
body, even in such apparently inactive strue:
tures as.tendons and ligaments. Fats are just
as unstable ; in tissue fats and in fat deposits
alike thiere is a restless fitting in and throwing
out of molecules. Not even bone appears to be
satisfied with its structure. If radioactive
phosphorus is fed, the largest part of it finds
its way into the hone salts of the skeleion,
and, within a month, finds its way out again.

So the body is just as much in process of
eonstruction when size increase has stopped as
when it is proceeding. That fact takes care of
the old fear that mature organs must inevi-
tably “wear out” or exhaust their “vital re-
serve”. Yet, the body does become old.. With
the passage of time, tissues become drier and
infiltered with fat, blood vessels harden, mus-
cles weaken, bones grow brittle, eyes and ears
gradually fail. Apparently the processes of
self-renewal fall ever shorter of maintaining
the efficiency of youth.

And now a third quotation on the sub-
ject, this time taken from the January,

1949, - issue of Mechanix Illustrated,
on a recent conference of ‘medical spe-
clalists and surgeons at the DeCourey
Clinic in Cincinnati:

“Every human tissue is endowed with po-
tential immortality,” the doctors deeided,
“when adequately provided with food faetors,
oxygen and-suitable warmth, and when re-

‘moval of wastes is carefully effected. Time

has no effeet on human tissues maintained un-
der such eonditions.”

"‘What is the conclusion of the matter?
That science gees no impossibility in hu-

‘man creatures’ living forever under the

proper conditions, Relieved from the
degeneration and imperfection and sin
inherited from fallen Adam and Eve, re-
stored to the original perfection of flesh
enjoyved by the first human pair, provided
with proper air and food and drink in a
paradise earth, with the powers of self-
renewal of body tizssues maintained, the
human body would be eternally youthful.
All these requirements for everlasting

life will be met in the new world prom-
ised by Jehovah God. |
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Seen with the Eye

Do vou ask proof of the existence of a supreme power, a Creator
and Direetor of the universe? With the eye you may daily see proof
in abundance: the flight of the bird, the delicate shading and graceful
form of the myriads of flowers, the orderly movement of the heavenly
bodies throughout the wvast expanse of the universe, ves, even the

functioning of your eve and mind as

vou read this page. But even

greater proof of God’s existence than this is available and it may be
clearly seen through the eye of faith. To aid you to experience the joy
that comes with such understanding may we direct vour attention to
the 320-page book “Let God Be True”? As your eye drinks in its con-
tents you will face the future with hope.

g

WATCHTOWER 117 Adama St. Brookiyn 1, N. Y.
I want to read “Let God Be True"”. 1 encloge 35¢c for my copy.
Name Htreet
City Zona No, ... Btate

AWAKE!



Communists Excommunicated °

#® The Roman Catholic Church,
which elaling to have galned
117,000 converts in the United
States during the past year, fac-
es the losing of milllons of ad-
herents due to A r_]rastic anti-
Cominpnist move on the part
of Pius XII, July 13. The
pope Geclared that all Commiu-
eists attached to the Cathelic

Church wouid be automatically .
excommunicated *if they know-
ingly and freely continue in be-

ing such. (The pope never ex-
communicated Catholic-Nazi Hit.
ler nor IrRueqd] any Testrictiona
apaiast Fascism or Nazlsm,

which, nnder Franklin D. Booge-

velt, were considered worse evilp
than Communism.}) The ezcom-
munication decree against Cath-
olle. Communists was issued in
plain terms, so that the common
mwan could uncderstand. It was
seid lo be & “Ymalor exppmmunl-
catlon” that was In store for any
Catholice who tried to be Com-
munists too. That mweans all the
seven pacraments of the church
would be denied them.

Czech  Mlpister of Juetice
Alexel Ceplcka, on the day after
the Papal decree was issmed,
warned that anyone trying to
enforce the excommunication
would be prosecited ak a traitor.
He also anncunced that the
Czech Communist regime plans
1o Beize practically all church
property and to eontrol ¢hurch
affairs in Czechoslovakia,
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World Councll of Churches
@ Meeting at Chichester, Eng-

land, the World Couneil of
Churches in mid-July feebly
echoed the anti-Communist blast
from the Vatican. The couned],
representing 155 denominations
of 44 coyntries, on July 14 called
upon all churches and Christlans
in totalltarian lands to resist all
attempts (o make them waver In
their falth. The <council's Central
Commitiee, meeting privately,
said in a prepared stitement:
“Liberty which they receive from
their Lord cannot be taken away
hy the violence or threat of any
world power or destroyed by suf-

fering,” The committee glzo aald

“the c¢churches themszalves must
bear no amall part of the blame
far the resentment among the
underprivileged masses of the
world, since their own efforts to

-reallze the brotherhood of man
hare been so weak”. The commlt- .

tee also condemned “the doming-
tlon of minority religlons by
churchly majorities”, a reference
to Franco Spain. A British Meth.
odist leader on the committee in-
piated that Catholic domination
at DProtestants in Spaln was
waorge thap Communist oppres-
slon of churches.

England's Difficultles. :

@® The hig problem in England
in early July was money troiuble,
aggravated by a dockworkers'
atrike. The strike was called be-
cauge the dockworkers refused

to tpload two Canadlan vesaels
which had been loaded without
the approval of the Canadlan
Seamen’s Union, due ¢t a jurls-
dletional dispute. There wam no
give and take whatgoever be-
tween the two sldes In the Lon-
don strike. The Labor govern-
ment had to proclaim g state of
emergency, which, however, only
spread the trouble, All this at a
time when the natlon {s econom-
ically very sick. It iz as i the
wembers of a family began to
fight one another in the sickronm
of the head of that famlly, The
resiit of the whole mass 1a that
the people will have to put up
with more austerity, a slash of
25 percent being made in Amerl-

can Imports.

Chlang Kal-shek

Ends Retirement
& QGeneralizsimo Chiang Kai-
shek, coming out of retirement
after slx manths spent on the
1sland of Formoasa, resumed his
post as leader of the Kuomintang
party in eariy July. He pleaded
for more Americarc atd to help
the Nationalist forces apainst the
Chipese Communists. He sald a
new major master strategy plan
to defeat the Communists had
bedn drawn up In a series of con-
ferences with political and mill-
tary_leaders.

Chlang left his Formosas head-
quarters to fly to Man{la to con-
fer with President Elpidio Qulri-
no. Arriving In the Philippines on
the 9th the two Far East leaders
conferred for some time. A joint
sfatement was issued asking for
f Paclfic union againgt Commu-
nism similar to the Atlantie Pact
line-up, Returning to China,
Chiang went to the Natlonallst
capita]l at Canston and there
establlshed a supreme councll
charged with directlng the re-
newed fight against Communists.

Lebanon: Executes Rebel Leader
& The rtebellion that he had
launched in the Syrian frontier
reglon having collapaed a few
hours previously, Anton Saadeh
was executed in Lebmpon by a
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dribg squad on the morning of
July 8. According to some news-
paper reports he asplred to be-
come the Hitler of the Middle
East. He wae the leader of the
Popular Syrian party, which,
along with all other political par-
tlex, had been dissolved some
weeks before.

The highly reapected editor of
the Belrut newspaper A« Nahar,
Ghassan Tueni, on July 14 was
gentenced to three months' Im-
prisonmerit for an article in hls
paper in which he criticized the
court that sentenced SBaadeh fo
death., The gsame court sent edi-
tor Tnenl to prison for question-
Ing the propriety of the speedy
trial and execution of Saadeh,
and for pointing out that no
preas representatlves were pres-
ent at the trial

The Toblansky Tragedy

@ A Tel Avilv dispatch dated
July 11 disclosed that a former
high-ranking Haganah offficer,
Isser Beri, had heen charged
by the Israell government with
manslaughter in the . case of
Meyer Toblansky, a Haganah
officer who 'had been execunted
for treasom [n Jerusalem last
year, In early July Tobiansky
wan fully exonerated, and his
remaind were exhumed and re-
buried with full milltary hon-
ors. Berl was named as the first
of those to be brought to trial
for belng Involved in the court-
martial of Toblanaky for alleged
treason. The trial has been or-
dered by Prime Minister Ben
Gurion to rectily “a grave and
tragic miscarriage of jJustice™
The Ieraell government has, how-
aver, turned down an appeal to
reconglder the trial and condem-
nation of Jesuz,

Vaticah Accuses Israel

#® The Vatican redio In early
July accused Israel of having re-
fomsed to return Catholic Franclse-
can property. The Israell con-
tended that the Vatlean demand-
ed that they repair the Arah-
damaged Franciacan chapel and
convent on Mount Zipn. which
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the government is willing to re
turn’ but not to repalr.

Nehiua Meeting Bombed

@& While Prime Mlnister Jawa-
harlal Nehru of India on July 14
was addressing & hoge crowd of
men and women oh the sublect
of the "Communlst trouble” a
bomb exploded in the corner of
the Caleutta parade grounds
where the meeting was being
held. A policeman was killed and
some fifty persons lnjnred.” A few

days previons twenty persons
were inju in a clash with po-
lice after the premier's car had

been stoned as he drove to Cal-
cuitta from the airport.

Sukarno Returns

% Presldent Sukarno of JTado-
thesla on July ¢ returneéd to the
capltal from which he had heen
¢lected last January by the
Dutch police action, after which
he was interned on Banka {sland.
He, together with Premler Mo-
bammed Hatta, Foreign Min)ster
Hajl Augur Saiim and other
members of the government were
flown from Banka in a U. B, Alr
Force plane gent hy the 1N,
Commtisalon. The returning offi-
cials were welcomed by cheering

‘throngs. At the Palace the Tndo-

neelan natlonal anthem was sung
and prayers said.

Atlantlec Pact Debate

& In the protracted Senatorial
debate on the Atlantic Pact Ip
early July Sepator Taft sald he
felt compelled to vote against it
because he bhelleved it would
“promote war in the world rather
than peace” and that the pact
carrled with It an ohligation to
“amlst in arming &t our expense”
the European co-slgners. He sald
it would arm half the warld
Against the Soviet.

Senator John Foster Dullea,
who ig filling ont the remalnder
of Benator Wagner's term, as-
aerted that opposers of the pact
were ralslng “false and danger.
oue Interprefations” of what s
tonvolved. He said all it would
requlre would be for the Unilted
States to hold an atomic bamb g

readiness for the assisismce . of
gny nation attacked.

Alabams Viclence

@& Floggings by masked men in
Alabama, linked with the Ku
EKlux Klan and jte hooded Kilans-
men, reached surh s gtage b
early Jualy that a special grand
Jury in Birm!ingham indicted 17
persons on 45 counts, Klansmen,
however, denled they had any-
thing to do with the floggings,

_though these were carried out by

men in regalia similar to their
own, ‘A Klan leader was Jalled
for refusing to produee Klan
records called for by the court.
In mid-July the inqoiry halted in
confusion when it was found that
oite of the jnrard waAs & member
of the Klan.

Red Teacher Ban

@ On July 6 the 3,000 delegates
to the National Education Agsgo-
clation’s convention at Boston
voted in favor of a straight ban

‘apaingt  permitiing Communtst

party members to teach In the
nation’s schoois. Only a few in-
effective voices were ralped In
opposition to the motlon. The
N. E. A, has a membershi{p of
425.000" and an afllated mem-
bership of 800,000. Tt {s the most
powerful scheol organization . in
the T. 8., and Its policles are
often put into effect in the npa-
tlon's schools. The anti-Commu-
nist action came after the con-
vention heard a report by twenty
prominent educators, including
Dwight D. Eisenhovwer, president
of Columbia University, nmnd
Jameg Bryant Conant, president
of Harvard Toaolversity. The re
port recommended that membern
of the Communist party be
harred from teachlng posts. The
delegates, going further, on
July 8 voted to bar Communists
from membership In the Assocla-
tlom.

TU. 8. Steel Strike Threat

& When In early July ateel
workers sought a fourth round of
wage increases, and better pen-
slop provisions, steel companies
resisted the demands on the
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cizlm thai higher costs would
raean higher prices, higher prices
lower anleg and lower production,
and lowér prolluction would
mean unemployment, Negotla.
tlons were undertaken by the
federal government on July 7.
Cyrus Ching, director of the Fed-
eral Mediation and Conciliation
Service, called for the unlon's
president and the representa-
tive of the steel company to
meet with him, but the parley
hroke down and the issue hed to
be taken to. the White House,
Presldent Truman proposed a éd-
day watting period while a board
. of Inquiry studied the sitoation
and made recommendations. The
steel company at first rejected
the plan, but when the Steel
Workers Unlon on the 18th called
& atrilte, it gave in to the In-
quiry plan.

Wage Drive of CI0

@ The CIQ United Automoblle
Workers Union, meeting in Mil.
waukee, on July 15 adopted a
resolution supporting a special
assessment that would raise over
$2,000,000 in a matter of weeks
to carry onp A Ford strike, They
alzo voted ln support of a resoelu-
tion that forblds company secu-
rity clauses in all futwre con-
tracts. These clauses were in-
tended 1o guarantee companies
against wildeat strikes. The drive
for a fourth round of wage in-
creases was acoordingly shifted
from steel to the auto {ndustry.

T]. 8. Housing Hill Passed

@ Senate and House conferecs
on July 6 reached agreement on
the final form of thé Natlonal
Houszing Bill. The conference re-
port provided for 810,000 units of
low-rent housing over a period
of aix years. The Congress com-
pleted actlon on the compramise
measure July 8 and sent tt to the
White House. The president
signed it July 15. Raymend M,
Foley, Federal Housing Adminis-
trator, schednled a rapid start on
the biil's low-rent housing fea-
ture, and hoped to get 50000
unita well under way within the
next yeatr. The bill calls for the
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destruction of & alam dwelling,
unit for every new unit bullt by
cities recelving government ald.

Monapoly Inquiry

& A thorough inquiry inte Ameri-
can monopoly power and the
question whether gld anti-trust
laws fit the present-day sitnation
was started in Copgress In early
Jaly. The president gave his full
approval to the luvestigation, to
be carried on by & subcommitiee
of the Hovme Judiciary Commit-
tee, He directed numerous agen-
cles of the federal government
to co-operate fully with the com-
mittee a8 it made itg Investiga-
tions. Sald he, “There 1a no more
gerious problem affecting our

country and its free Institntions.”

Attorney General Clark told the
commitftee that mopepoly was an
“sconomle hlackjack”,

Hiss Perjury Trial Ends

& The senpational gix-week Hiss
perjury trial in New York ended
July 9 sa a deadlocked Jury
gtanding 8 to 4 for conviction waa
dismisged. Federal officials an-
nounced they would move to
place the cage on the court calen-
dar for a new trigl, Hles, at one
time an adviser of President
Roosevelt, was on trlal chiefly on
the basls of charges againat him
by the
Whittaker Chambers, A type-

" writer and certnin copled govern-

ment docnments left the veracity
of Higs In doubt

Negroes on Juries

@ The Georgla Supreme Court
ruled July 13 that countles with
substantial Negro populations.
must put Negroea on thelr grand
Jury and other jury lsts. The
conrt said it was compelled to
make thiz rulleg because numer-
ous decigions by the U. 5 Su-
preme Court wonld make it ille-
gal to try a Negto without some
member of his own race being on
the trial jury. -

Erhenburg on TU. 8. Presa

& In an article specially written
for the 10,000th issue of the So-
viet npewspaper [roesfic, Iiym

seven-times perjured -

Ehrenburg, Snviet propagands
writel, ssid that the American
Preas today was o “gigantic lle,
a swarming banaiity, a skyscrap-
er of stupidity”. Mr. Ehrenburg's
words at least lhdicated he did
not think highly of the Amerlcan
presa. No doubt he considers &
preas dominated by the party
better than one domipated by big

.businers. He said many publigh-

erg |n America admitted quite
frankly they depended on big
concerns that used thelr adver-
tiaing colamns.

Mindszenty Sentence Upheld

@& The High Court of Hungary
on July 9 affirmed the conviction
of Joseph Cardipal Mindszenty
and his sentence of lfe {mpria-
ooment. The court rald the car-
dinal should have been hanged,
but decided to let the life sen-
tence stand becauge “the case
had lost its original importance™.

Wings over India

@& Special permission had been
granted the Rayal Duich Con-
atellation to fly over and stop In
India, which had hanned the
Janding of Dutch planes due to
tha Indonesian conflict, There
were thirteen American news-
paper, magazine and radlo corre-
spondents among the 45 on board,
returning from a tour of Inde-
nesia, The speclial permiasion
may well have spelled the doom
of nll the persong# on board. The
great plape circled the airport at
Delhl three times. There was =
hlinding raln. Once more it
circled for a final sweep before

‘attempting to land. Into the Po-

wal range of mountmins It
crashed and exploded.

African Drought

@ Io early July the drought In
the greater part of eaaterh Cape
Provinee became 20 had that the
dally water ration of East Lon-
don, with it 75,{0 Inhabitants,
had to he reduced to twe gallons
per person. Sea water wag dis-
iributed for washing and bathing
purposes. In rural areas llvestock
was perishlng.
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A Word to the Wise Is Sufficient

Long drawn-out arguments, doubts and indecision do not plague
the path of a wise man, One who is wise is willing to consider each
word of evidence witlt an unbiased mind, to weigh the facts carefully
and then to make a decision which is in harmony with good judgment

and his own eternal welfare.

Tn these troubled last days, when the final end of all wickedness
is near at hand, it is to the benefit of all who will heed that the Serip-
tural facts concerning the time in which we are living be called to
attention. Not all will hear, of course. “The way of a fool is right in
his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.”—Prov. 12: 13,

The seven 32-page and 64-papge booklets listed below contaln a wealth
of information concerning the Bible and what it predicts for our day:

The Kingdom Hope of All Mankind

The Joy of All the People

The “Commander to the Peoples”

One World, One Government

Fighting for Liberty on the Home Front

Freedom in the New World

Religion Reaps the W hirlwind

Only 25¢ will bring all seven booklets to you. Send for your ‘copies

today, compare their contents with your Bible, and then decide for
yourself the merits of the comforting message they bring.

it ——4

WATCHTOWER 117 Adams Bt - Brooklyn 1, N. ¥.

I am encloaing 25c. Please send me the seven booklets, The Kingdom Hope of Al Monkind, The Joy of
AR tha Pesple, The “Cuommander to the Peoples”, One World, One Government, Fiphting for Liberty on
the Hame Front, Freedom in the New World, and Religion Reaps the Whirlwind.
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