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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News gources that are able to keep you awake to the vital issues
of our times muat be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests.
“Awakel” has no fetters. It recognizes facts, faces facts, is free to
publish facts. It is not bound by political ambitions or obligations; it is
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be trodden on; it is
unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal keeps itself free that
it may spesk freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It
maintaing integrity to fruth.

«Awake!” uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on
them. Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations.
From the four corners of the earth their uncensored, on-the-scenes
reports come to you through these columns, This journal's viewpeint
is not narrow, but is international. Itisread in many nations, in many
languages, by persons of all ages. Through its pages many fields of
knowledge pass in review——gdovernment, commerce, religion, history,
geography, science, social conditions, natural wonders—why, its cover-
age is as broad as the earth and as high as the heavens.

“Awake[” pledges itself to righteous principles, to exposing hidden
foes and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting
mourners and strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a
delinquent world, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right-
eous New World, '

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by reading “Awakel”
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“Now it is high time to awake.- Romans 131/ @

Volume XXX

Brogklyn, N. Y., June 8, 1248

Number 11

*Beat Your Plowshares into Swords”

NEVER, not in all history, was
there a time when the cry for
peace was louder than it is
today, The groaning masses
of mankind who have suffered and sur-
vived two global wars desire peace
more than anything else, Widows, after
losing their husbands in World War I,
worked and struggled to raise their
infant sons only to see them cut down
in World War II. They hate war. Old
men who returned as disabled veter-
_ang from the first world war cursed the
nations when they rearmed for the sec-
ond all-out death struggle. They abhor
war. Innocent children, young men and
fair maidens who never tasted the bitter
waters of the first global war were hap-
tized in the raging seas of the second,
They detest war. Not only from the lips
of these crippled casualties of former
wars, but also from those who yet have

their youth and vitality, comes the united.

plea for peace. It is not an exaggeration
to say that more than ninety-nine per-
cent of the people hate war for what it
1s, desire peace, and long to see the final
beating of “swords into plowshares”.

In the face of these facts is it not in-
deed strange to see the whole world pre-
paring for war on a greater seale than
ever before? The banner of philosophy
that iz held high today, not 8o much by
the warmongers as it is by the peace
planners, is this: “If we want peace we
must prepare for war.” What a para-
doxical and contradictory sitnation! The
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most fearful and frightened ones that
cry the loudest for peace are also the
ones that are the most hysterical about
all-out preparation for war. Devout lov-
ers of peace hecome hewildered. A fever-
ish frenzy overtakes them. The rising
tide sweeps them along. And, as if soine
unseen Satanic foree were behind them,
they find themselves pushing the “pre-
ventive war” program to the limit.
Everywhere and from all quarters come
the sereaming proclamations: “Prepare
for war! Wake up the mighty military
men! Give the youth universal military
training! Mobilize the manpower! Draft
industry! Stock-pile resonrces! Push
scientific research, and develop new and
more terrihle weapons! This is the road
to peace!” .
AN Instead of this being the road
o F7 that will ultimately lead them
e’ 7 to the good end of fulfilling the
W< Bible prophecy of ‘beating
swords into plowshares’, as they claim,
it sweeps them along another road, to
the fulfillment of an exactly opposite Bi-
ble prophecy: _
Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let
all the men of war draw near; let them come
Up: BEAT YOUR PLOWSHAEES INTO SWORDS, and
your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak
say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and
come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves
together round sbout.—Joel 3:9-11.

In December 1946 the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations adopted a dis-
armament resolution. But that iz as far

3




as the matter went. People ask why. It
is a time to prepare for war, and mighty
unseen forces have been at work to pre-
vent disarmament. Take, for example,
the United States. Pressure from public
opinion eaused the discarding of many
engines of war and battle wagons, and
the discharging of many troops, during
the first few months after hostilities
ceased. Now we are told that this was a
mistake. Rearm! is the ery. |

In March of this year the stage
was set for an all-out drive.
The air was heavily charged
contes with electrical temsion. The
“war of nerves” had seen to this. Too, a
highly secretive meeting on March 11-14
was held at Key West, ¥Fla., where the
august personages of the Joint chiefs
of staff discussed plans for the future
condnct of wars. An emergency was at
hand. A “great erisis” had arisen. A
“fateful” hour. What next? The sus-
pense was terrifie!

An announcement. The president of
the United States would address a joint
session of Congress on March 17. The
‘night before tension was further in-
creased. The president was holding in-
tensive meetings with members of his
cabinet and his top advisers on foreign
affairs. And, as if to temper the House
of Representatives for the blast that
would fall upon them the mext day,
the speaker of the house, Martin, on
March 16, declared:

We must build up our military and naval
establishments. We mmsi build and maintain
amighty air defense. We must have the strong-
est navy on the seas. We must mako ourselves
absolutely supreme in the air and under the
geas, In this issue, where the fate of civiliza-
tion is at stake, we must spare no effort to be
sure of the cutcome.

“Prepare War”

“I am here,” Truman began, “to recom-
mend action.” He was speaking not only
to the joint session of Congress but to
the greatest invisible radio aundience as-
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sembled since V-E day. Continuing, Tru-
man sald that although nearly three
years had passed since the end of the
last war “peace and stability have not
returned to the world”, in spite of the
fact that “conference after conference
has been held in different parts of the.
world”. Therefore, he was now recom-
mending “action”. “Time,” he said, “is
now of critical importance.” Once launch-
ing this “gnided missile”, it was now
time to explode it where it would do the
most damage to the road block that had
obsfructed military preparation. Pull-
ing the fuse, Truman demanded hoth
“prompt enactment of universal training
legislation” and the adoption of an emer-
gency draft. Then, as if to add power-
ful logic to the imitial puff of oratary,
frightened Truman said: “We have
learned the importance of maintaining
military strength as a means of prevent-
ing war. We have found that a sound
military system is necessary in time of
peace if we are to remain at peace.”
And, furthermore, “We cannot meet our
international responsibilities unless we
maintain our armed forces,” he said. In
conclusion, Truman again rang the
alarm bhell in an effort to arouse the
lawmakers to the necessity of preparing
for war: “The recommendations I have
made represent the most urgent steps
toward securing the peace and prevent-
ing war. . . . With God’s help we shall
succeed.”
" e While Truman, in his speech,
did not declare war on So-
o ¥’ viet Russia, or proclaim a
ool gtate of emergeney, the effect
was almost the same, Rushing from the
chambers of Congress, Truman flew to
New York, where he reviewed g “Sti.
Patrick’s” parade, and made another
speech, which was a repeat performance
of the one given before Congress. Mean-
time General Marshall, the secretary of
state, was pushing the campaign on an-
other front. In less than two hours from
the time Truman shot off his volley in
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Congress, Marshall whs firing another
into the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, in which speech he said bluntly:
“Diplomatie action, without the backing
of military strength in the present world,
can lead only to appeasement.”

The switch had been thrown, and
across the nation and in the capitals of
the world the editorial rooms of the pub-
licity agents were again buzzing with the
same activity that won them medals in
World War II. The press and radio ma-
chines ground out their inflammatory
propaganda at high speed. “The nation,”
said the Minneapolizs Tribune, “needs to
strengthen its armed forces with men
trained and available for serviees where-
ever needed.” Wrote The Constitution of
Atlanta, Ga.: “We believe the Congress
should unite for the emergency as it did

in war, and that we should prepare the.

nation with all necessary weapons and
research.” “Perpetual and invinecible
readiness for war appears to be our enr-
rent destiny,” said the Seattle Times.
“The tide is running fast in world af-
fairs,” is the way the New York Times
put it; henee, “we can ride it or be over-
whelmed by it. The choice is ours to
make.”

The louder one shouts in a dank, dark
cavern the louder and more numerous
the echoes. This is the prineiple that ex-
plaing why the repercussions from the
March 17 explosion are still heard
around the world. Big voices, like those
of the former associate justice of the
supreme court, Owen J. Roberts, and Dr,
Karl T. Compton, president of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
boomed forth urging universal training,
Presidential aspirant, Governor Thomas
E. Dewey, echoed that there should “be
an immediate and large increase in our
air forces”. Senator Taft, another presi-
dential hopeful, urged rearming the na-
tion for defense. The former secretary
of state, James F'. Byrnes, erying out for
rearmament, asked: “Are we going to
prepare?” In answer he moaned: “I hope
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so. I pray 80.” Joseph C. Grew, former
undersecretary of state, striking a
plous posture with folded hands, sighed:
“Let us pray to Providence . . . that
the rebuilding of that military power
will not come too late.” One of the hugki-
est voices heard croaking for military
preparedness iz that of Bernard M.
Baruch, who outlines the following sys-
tem for immediate adoption: o

A system of industrial mobilization with
priorities, allocations, and rationing powers;
a ceiling over all prices, wages and rents, to

- prevent Inflation; taxation to take the profit

out of war ; the gecumulation of strategic raw
materials which may be lacking or in short
supply ; a work-or-fight wartime draft ; the or-
ganization of pools of lahor of all kinds and in
all professions and sciences ; intensified seien-
tific research;.expanded intelligence and in-
formation services; retention of war plants in
stand-by readiness ; the decentralization of in-
dustry to guard against an over-concentration
which could be a strategie liability ; up-to-date
surveys of underground industrial faeilities,

“Wake Up the Mighty Men”

“Prepare war.” The peril is
great. Action, and that quick-
B iyv. There is no time to lose.
Arouse the leaders, not only
in the political, but also in the
cominpercial, religious, eduncational and
soetal fields, Wake up the mighty mili-
tary men. “Let all the men of war draw
near,” War, war, war, and still more
war! That must become the fear and the
talk of the people. Call in the propagan-

-da boys and let them advertise it. Sell

this idea to all lovers of peace! Whoop
it up loud and long, and they will expect
war in a matter of months or, at the
most, within a few years,

And so it is, from every source great
torrents of war talk have poured forth
to drown and -wash out opposition, and
to carry before it the masses of people
and their public opinion. Books are writ-
ten to arouse the people. Full-page ad-
vertisements are carried in leading
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newspapers, advocating military pre-
paredness and supremacy, not only on
land &nd sea, but also in the air. The
ether waves of radio are likewise used
to bombard the eardrums with the same
ballyhoo. Those that refuse to be awak-
ened by this noisy flood of talk and pub-
licity are dubbed, to quote the Washing-
ton Evening Star, “sleepwalkers.”

But the patriotic organizations will
gshow the world they are no sleepwalkers.
They hear Truman’s bugle call for ac-
tion, and so they are among the first to
climb on board the bandwagon by adopt-
ing resolutions, circulating petitions and,
in other ways, advocating rearmament
and universal military preparedness,
The American Legion, the Jewish War
Veterans and others, to hear their offi-
cial leaders tell it (for the rank and file
have no say), are taking the lead in cry-
ing “Wolf! Wolf!” Right behind them
eome other chorus boys singing the same
refrain. The New York State Associa-
tion for Health, Physical Education and
Recreation calls out for “preparedness
for the preservation of national secu-
rity”. Columbia University Professor
George S. Counts avers that democracy
must “marshal all of its moral and In-
tellectual resources” if it hopes to sur-
vive, since “education is a weapon”.
The “mighty men” that wear
the consecrated garb of reli-
gion are also awakening, as the
@ trumpet call for war continues
to sound. Beating their breasts
with a great outward display of loyalty,
they endeavor to mobilize their follow-
ing. Five clergymen make a big splash
on the front page of the San Francisco
Ezaminer, declaring, in the words of one
of them : “The purpose of universal mili-
tary training 18 to prepare to prevent
war.” All of them were in favor of the
military program, The day after Tru-
man’s “preparedness address”, under the
headline “Vatican Acclaims Speech of
Truman”, the New York Times report-

ed: “Roms, March 18—IL’'Osservalore

6

Homano gave today wholehearted ap-
proval to President Truman’s speech.”
Hailing the speech I'Osservatore Roma-
no said it was a “political ultimatum”
that may “usher in a new prewar phase
consisting of war-like mobilizations and
preparations”.

When it comes to glinging the showy
oratory none seem more gualified than
Cardinal Spellman. In the presence of
Truman and other dignitaries who at-
tended the St. Patrick’s day assembly,
distressed Spellman relieved himself of
the following:

1 hate war. And it is because I do hate
war that I must put my trust in- men who
know better than I the dangers that beset
Ameriea ; and, if these men chosen by the vote
and confidence of the American people be-
lieve preparedness will prevent war, then I,

who love America better than I love my life,

cast my vote, as a private American citizen,

for universal military fraining.

Brass and Braid Do the Bossing

Being a time for preparing war, the
Big Brass has moved in and taken over
the reing of government policy. Not in
numbers, but 1n key positions graduates
of the military colleges are able to mus-
ter the military strength of the nation,
A new secretary of state is needed;
(Feneral Marshall, army chief of staff,
takes over the job. He is given a medal,
declaring him “at the helm in pesace as in
war”’, And, ag a publicity stunt, he iz
photographed on bended knee at a Cath-
olic mass. A super military boss is need-
ed. No trouble, just create a new cabinet
post and put James V. Forrestal in it,
with the title “secretary of defense”, Un-
der him many militarists find jobhs in key
positions in the government—planning,
policy, organization, operation. Ambas-
sadors are needed. Send Lieut. Gen. Wal-
ter Bedell Smith to Russia, Brig. Gen.
Frank T. Hines to Panama, Gen. Thomas
Holecomb to South Africa, Adm. Alan G.
Kirk to Belgium. Governors of occupa-
tion are needed. Send Lieut. Gen. Lucins
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D. Clay to Germany, Lieut. Gen, Geot-
frey Keyes to Austria, and Gen. Douglas
MacArthur to Japan. Special missions
are needed to investigate and advise in
different theaters. To do this job some
thirteen military missions are scattered
thronghout South America, besides
those in Greece, Turkey and other coun-
tries in Europe and the Far East. Other
Brass and Braid mareh under other civil
titles, as, for example, Robert Pell of the
war department goes along as an “ad-
viser” with Myron (. Taylor when he
gays a social call on Franco and Pope

ins. These, of course, are very few of
the expanding list of military “Who's
Who” who are in the saddle now running
the government.

“Plowshﬁres into Swords”

And why are all the mighty
military men taking the lead
. in the open field of govern-
X W ment? Are they out there
SN\ leading & clean-up campaign,
gathering up all the broken swords of
past battles in order that such may be
beaten into peaceful plowsharest They
are in a serap-iron campaign all right,
hut it is one that iz gathering the plow-
shares in order that they may be forged
into new and more terrible weapons than
heretofore seen on any hattlefield. But
don’t worry, we are told they are weap-
ons of peace. Why, who wonld dare think

otherwise after what the propaganda

agencies have told us?

The war plants may have shut down
after World War 11, but that, it seems,
was only to allow them to retool. Re-
search and experiments with new weap-
on models have been going on apace, and
now, with the stepped-up program for
rearmament, Congress is asked to ap-
propriate billions, not millions but bil-
lions of dollars, for the produection of
these weapons, As matters now stand
- $46,000,000,000 is asked for military pur-
poses for the next three years! Two hun-
dred government war plants are to be
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‘reconditioned *just in case”. A survey of
22,000 other plants is now being made to
alert them for a moment’s change-over.

Super aircraft ecarriers displacing
80,000 tons are in the offing. Super-subs
are an accomplished fact. They can car-
ry airplanes and launch guided missiles
on the high seas. And they will have a
speed heretofore unknown. And then
there are the heinous weapons which
employ deadly bacteria and special

- straing of virug for the use in “BW?”

(bacteria warfare). “A” is for alom,
this military age teaches, and the “piece-
makers” love to play with them. And so
they are making “bigger and better”
A-bombs. And A-clonds, also. If you
have not heard, atom clouds are radio-
active and are said to be more deadly
than the atom bomb. A pleasant peace
thought! But those of the “old school”
who love their TNT are now dropping
42,000-pound bombs experimentally in
California, just to see what bappens.
Other busy military boys are testing out
sound waves that produece such infense
heat that it is “hoped” they will be able
to kill humans. The research and pro-,
fessional services of the universities are
being suhbsidized and bought out by .the
War Department in its effort to mobil-
— ize all the scientifie, education-
/ al and experimental facilities
in the country. Aireraft pro-
duction iz to be trebled under
the new program, and work on
#  gulded missiles and atomiec en-
Sais crgy 1s to be pushed.
The United States is not rearming in
order to conquer the world. Not at all.
The whole world is rearming. It is a race,
not to see which nation wins by getting
ahead, but rather, we are told, it is a
race to see which nation loses by falling
behind. Consequently, the nations of this .
wicked world are united in becoming a
“one world” army camp. _

Five nations sign Europe’s post-
World War II military alliance: Bel-
gium, France, Luxembourg, Netherlands
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and Oreat Britain. Poland, China,
Greece and France pass draft laws. In
fact, while the United States debates the
igsue, universal military training is prac-
tically “universal” in Europe. Tension
grows. Sweden, Canada and France step
up their military preparedness pro-
grams. Britain too 1s concerned. More
arms are asked for Greece, Turkey and
China. Argentina gets the jitters and
arders 1,000 more planes. Italy, spoiled
by the war, is now rehuilding her navy.
And every one knows the mighty men
of Moscow are awake and in the race.
‘One report says Russia’s war production
is now turning at the 1940 speed. An-
other report says she is spending one-
eighth of her gross income for defense,
to compare with a U.S. A, expendi-
ture of one-sixteenth for the same pur-
pose. There is even talk of giving the
TUnited Nations a military horse, called
a “foreign legion”, so it can compete
with the others in the race. -

Warless World to Come

It is all as foretold: “Assemble your-
selves, and come, all ye heathen, and
gather yourselves together round about.”
(Joel 3:11) It is exactly as foreseen by
the apostle John (Revelation 16: 13-16):

~And L saw three-upclean spirits like
frogs ... forithéy dare the spirits_ of
devils, working miracleg, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of the
whole world, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty. . ..
And he gathered them together into a
place ealled in the Hebrew tongue Arma-
geddon.” B

' In this prophecy of Hevelation
¥ is revealed the inspired talk
#1 mustering the world for war.
- The peoples of earth do
not want it, vet propaganda or “unclean
spirits” issued by the organization of
Satan the Devil, the “god of this world”
(2 Corinthians 4:4), move the leaders
of this world’s visible organizations to-
ward total war. Actnally, they herd the
nations toward a clagh with God on the
battlefield of Armageddon. There all
militarism will end, along with visihle
and invisible wicked ones, including
man’s chief enemy, Satan.

Thereafter, under the righteous rule
of God’s promised. Theoeratic kingdom
the survivors will finally beat “swords
into plowshares” and “spears into prun-
ingheoks”, for “nation shall not lift up a
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more”’.—Micah 4: 3.

e
e
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Belevision in the Theaters

¢ On the evening of April 14 a surprised andience at the Paramount theater, Broad-
way and Forty-third, saw a “sneak preview” of television on the motion pieture sereen.
Three rounds of boxing were televised from DBrooklyn to the top of the Daily News
building on east Forty-second street, then relayed to the top of the Paramount build-
ing. Paramount has a special film recorder that almost instantly transposes television
reecption onto the standard 35 mm. film used in the usual motion picture projection
machine. From the time a punch was gwung in the Brooklyn fight ring {ill it was seen
on the Paramount screen, only 66 seconds elapsed. The pictures on the screen were for
the most part of good definition and brightness, with only slight fuzziness noticeahble
onee or twice in one corner of the sereen. The expressions of the fighters were clearly
conveyed on the large-size images, 18 by 24 feet. Paul Raibourn, in charge of Para-
hount’s television activities, hopes to regularly pick up news events, and possibly even
make a bid for theater tclevising of the coming Louis-Woleott heavyweight champion-
ship bout.
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YPOCRISY -

is hated by
all honest men,
But hypoerites
often gain the
‘approval of hon-
est men deceived
by a camouflage
of words. Some hypocrites are such by
deliberate design. Others are blind to
their own hypoerisy through ignorance
of the inconsistency of their words and
aets. A loud tongue is often proved a
lving tongue by the acts of the one
who wags it. This was illustrated in
the United States during the month of
April, when self-proclaimed Christians
and patriots performed acts that called
them hypoerites instead.

Attention settles on Parkersburg,
West Virginia. There twelve war vet-
erans’ organizations are represented by
a Veterans Council, chairman of which
is R, Tracy Evans. Evans declared that
the Veterans Council represents 6,000
veterans in that vieinity. Through their
mouthpiece KEvans the organization
makes loud elaims of Americanism and
boasts of its religiouns tolerance. .

Now there looms up on the local scene
an event that calls for protest and ac-
tion by patriotic persons, aceording to
the Veterans Counecil. Jehovah's wit:
nesses, Chrigtian ministers, are to meet
there on April 23-25, and arrangements
provide for their meetings to be held on
Friday and Saturday and Sunday morn-
ing in the Y.M.C.A,, and on Sunday
afternoon in the Jefferson school andi-
torium. But to allow to this minority
group- freedom of speech and wornship
and assembly would be unpatriotic, ac-
cording to R. Tracy Evans, Veterans
Council chairman. Hence he took what
he considered patriotic steps to choke
off these freedoms for this particular
‘minority.
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The Veterans Council through Evans
protested to the Y.M.C.A. for allowing
Jehoval’s witnesses to meet there, but
the pressure methods did not intimidate
the general secretary of the Y.M.C.A.
Nor did they work when applied against
superintendent of schools Lloyd H.
Wharton, when Evans protested to him
about Jehoval’s witnesses’ use of the
Jefferson school auditorium for the Sun-
day afternoon public Bible lecture. Ac-
cording to the Parkersburg Sentinel,
April 24, Evans stated: :

The Veterans Couneil is definitely opposed
to the nse of this publie school by any organi-
zation that would not put the welfare of its
country above that of its own group in time
of peril to the nation. Members of this group
preferred to spend their time in the safety
of elaiming to be conscientious objectors while
other able-bodied men spent their time on the
battle. fronts of the world. ‘Any idea of reli-
gious intolerance in this matter is out of the
guestion, beeause every religion 18 represent-
ed, exeept Jehovah’s witnesses, in the 12 war
veterans’ organizations in the eity.

Perhaps Evan’s patriotic hypoerisy
comes through ignorance rather than de-
sign, since hiz statement is contrary to
faet. Jehovah’s witnesses did not put the
welfare of their group ahead of the coun-
try’s good, but they put God’s cause first.
The most that an honest person might
say was that the Witnesses put God
ahead of the country. Any Christian
would, when confronted with the choice,
But even this would not he the true fact
in this instance, The draft law of the
land exempted ministers. Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are ministers. They were law-
abiding in claiming exemption as minis-
ters. The lawless ones were those that
tried to foree them into the army when
the draft law of the land exempted them.
When Evans speaks of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses as claiming exemption as con-
seientious objectors he errs again, since
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their claimed exemption was based on
the ministerial status. And he displays
pathetic ignorance in logic when he
seeks to-eliminate any charges of reli-
gious intolerance by claiming that every
religion (a slight exaggeration?) is unit-
ed 1 opposing Jehovah’s witnesses on
this matter. If true, all this would log-
ically prove is that religious mtolerance
Wwas unanimous.

But the faets argue that feeling
against Jehovah's witnesses was not so
unanimous as Mvans claimed, not even
among the 6,000 veterans he refiresents.
Even by radio his call went out to the
community: “We want a mass meeting,
a general muster of all veterans in uni-
form at Jefferson school at 1:30 p.m.”
Bnut on Sunday afternoon only a hand-
ful of rabble appeared in answer to their
master’s voice, Local papers estimated
60 servicemen present, some nniformed,
gome in caps, some carrying flags. Sixty
out of 6,000. Not very unanimous.

Hundreds of townspeople gathered
neatr by as curious onlookers. Tenseness
increased as the Witnesses hegan arriv-
mmg at 2 o’clock. Observers saw them
walk the gantlet of veterans that lined
both sides of the path leading into the
auditorium. They heard Evans rouse the
rghble to a higher piteh, by means of
sound-car equipment. They heard the
strains of “The Star Spangled Banner”
played from the sound truck,
and the taunts hurled at the
Witnesses as they passed into
the building. Cries of “Send
them back to Russia” reflected
the typical stupidity of the
- mob mind. The onlookers saw
the first violence when a trou-
ble-maker struck a young lad
on the chin. They saw others
slapped and cuffed about, and
Bible literature snatched from
the Witnesses” hands and
burned. The climax came when
those earrying flags marched
from the entrance shortly be-
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tore 3 oclock; This was apparently the

signal for the attack, as the" mobsters
surged forward with cursings and shouts
that they were coming in. But the hun-
dreds of observers saw a small squad of
Witnesses block the door and beat off the
attackers. Into this melee of flying fists
some. 25 policemen flew to eompletely
gcatter the attackers, Some of the serv-
icemen were treated for minor injuries
at the hogpital. Their putsch failed,

After seeing and hearing the excite-
ment outside the aunditorium, the euri-
ous oneg that had gathered, now over
1,000, heard the hour-long Bible lecture
by means of a loud-speaker placed on
the building for their convenienee. In-
side more than 500 other persons lis-
tened. The outcome was that more heard
because of the opposition than would
have without it. The gospel message was
furthered. With the apostle Paul, each
Witness there ean joyfully say: “The
things which happened unto me have fall-
en ont rather unto the furtherance of
the gospel.”—Philippians 1:12,

Fighters for Freedom

Though the “things which happened”
furthered the gospel, they did not. ad-
vance American ideals. They constituted
an assault upon freedom. But this initial
assault was commendably turned back
by superintendent of schools Wharton,

Armed veterans withdraw the colors, prellminary to
the rush by veterans to &torm the Immeeting inside

AWARKE!?



whe refused to break the contract with
the Witnesses fo cater to those that lip-
serve eivil liberties while fighting against
them. Also standing fast for freedoms
was the general secretary of the
Y.M.C.A., Walter Helfer, In the Parkers-
burg News, April 25, he stated:

“We've had other ehurch groups here, and
the Watchtower Society is holding its meet-
ings just like any other group. We must be
tolerant,” the general secretary continued.
“This is a free eountry, and if we can’t stand
people who don’t think like we do, we might
as well close up. The Quakers and a good
many ministers don’t believe in war and are
not persecuted.”

The Y.M.C.A. general secretary deseribed
the family groups of men, women and chil-
dren as one of the best-behaved assemblies
ever to meet at the Y.M.C.A,, and stated flat-
ly : “I have no apologies for allowing them the
use of the Y’ facilities. I assume full respon-
sibility, and would do the same again under
the same eircumstances.” .*. . “I believe this
action of the veterans is very un-American.
First we should be Christian in our own
actions.”

That statement was made before the
violence of Sunday, Afterward he ex-
pressed doubts that Evans “speaks for
the majority of the veterans’ organiza-
tions”, adding: “What was done Sunday
was mobocracy and not democracy.”

Walter Helfer’s doubts abont Evans’
speaking for the veterans’ organizations
seem well founded. The Amvets Post
No. 19, on April 26, passed by a large
majority a resolution “unequivocally
condemning the attitude and actions of
certain so-called veterans and their self-
appointed leaders at the Jefferson
school yesterday”. It declared that such
methods are “in the best tradition of the
police state, and make the ‘American
way a mockery”,

Apparently some American Legion-
naires were present to help break up the
meeting on Sunday, but if they were it
was not as representing Parkersburg
Post No. 15 of the American Legion, At
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the earhest op ortum'tiv tnis FORT AINO
aedopted a reso?ution. ts preamble de-
clared righteous and lawful principles
of liberty and then condemned “certain
individuals purporting to represent the
Wood County Veterans Couneil” that
voiced threats and later, on Sunday,
April 25, “did perform and act in & man-
ner most disgraceful.” This Legion Post
“did not approve, sanction, ratify, or
confirm any of the acts taken” and “none
of its members took part therein, on be-
half or under the authority of the Amer-
ican Legion”. In concluding it said:
“Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the
members of Parkersburg Post No. 10 of
the American Legion deplore the entire
incident.”

No hypocrisy in these words. They
were backed up by vigorous action. Dur-
ing May, by ballot, R. Tracy Evans was
ousted as head of the Veterans Council.

Reecall that ¥vans eclaimed to he
backed by “every religion” except Jeho-
vah’s withesses m his fight against free-
dom'? He again took too much for grant-
ed. On May 4 an alliance of ministers of
Parkersburg and Wood county adopted
a resolution’ accusing the veterans of
disturbing the peace and, by their meth-
ods of intimidation and violenece, flagrant-
Iy violating the Constitution and using
police-state tactics. The resolution did
“emphatically condemn as unwise and
un-American any and all efforts by any
person or group of persons to take the
law into their own hands”.

Certainly deserving of commendation
as fighters for freedom are Chief of Po-
lice Joseph Beckett and the some 25 offi-
cers present. They knew of the activity
of the agitators, and they came. pre-
pared to frustrate any un-Ameriean ac-
tion. They did just that. In addition to
the uniformed officers, it is reported that
there were some 30 officers in plain cloth-
es mixed in the crowd at the close of
the meeting, to quell any viclence that
might be attempted then. The chief of
police is reported to have said: “The
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way it is written in my book everyone~
ghould have the privilege of worshiping -

God aceording to his belief, and T want-
ed to see that these people did just that.”
Jehovah’s witnesses do not hold any

feelings of bitterness against the people .

of Parkersburg. As a whole they seem
to be for freedom, Their officials repre-
sent well their interests in that freedom.
The school board and superintendent
honor contracts, the Y M.C.A. does not
capitulate to threats and pressure, the
police force not only speaks but acts for
civil liberties, the ministers of the com-
nmunity have a true concept of freedom
of worship and stand for if, and it is
evident that as a whole the veterans’ or-
ganizations thereabouts do not believe
in running roughshod over peaceful as-
semblies. R, Tracy Evans and a seatter-
ing of rabble seem to stand alone in their
- devotion to methods of threat and pres-
sure and mobocracy.

Cowardice and Injustice

But Evans boasts that the cowardly

fizht against freedom will continue. We
say “cowardly” because after fomenting
the minor riot he sought to disclaim re-
spongibility for it, in the following state-
ment: “The demonsiration this after-

noon by the Veterans Council terminat-.

ed with the withdrawal of our colers
from the school property. The Veterans
Council does not feel responsible for any
altercation that may have taken place
after the withdrawal of our colors.”
(Parkersburg News, April 26) He would
not stand behind the few he could push
into the front-line fight. That the fight
was to continue is shown by Fivan’s state-
ment that the Veterans Couneil would
push for the resignation of superintend-
ent of schools Wharton and Y.M.C.A.
general secretary Helfer. Will the peo-
le of Parkersburg allow this frustrated
fanatic’s venom to be thus turned on the
two who stood for freedom?
If so, Injustice greater than that com-
mitted on April 25 will be wreaked.
Greater, for instance, than that perpe-
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trated agninst the school janitor, whe
was beaten by hoodlums when he came
to lock up for the night, after the meet-
ing. Greater, even, than the riling attack
by bullies on the person of Charles Wil
liam Taylor, 23-year-old navy hespital-
man first class. He merely went to the
auditorinm to pick up a passenger, but
this holder of two purple heart decora-
tions for landings at Saipan and Iwo
Jima was whisked off to the outskirts
of town in one car with two other car-
loads of “yeterans” following. His pro-
testations that he was no Witness hut a
navy man failed to penetrate the foggy-
Jbrained “patriots”, Seven men crowded
around him after he was taken from the
car. The first blow came from behind.
After all, there were only seven to face
this one “Witness”, as-they thought.
Blood spurted over his face, memory
dimmmed. He was hurled over a fence
-after the beating, with this parting
threat ringing in his ears: “Next time
yow'll end up with a 38 in your head!”’
Evans, of course, also digelaims respon-
sibility for this. He took no part in the
explosive violence. He just lit the fuse.
Why, he is super patriotie! He says so.
And he overflows with religious toler-
ance. That direct from his Iips, aiso.

Lips and tongues ean turn out smooth
speeches that tickle ears and deceive
many minds, but actions out of harmony
with such mouthings only show up hy-
pocrisy. Those whose words and actions
do not match harmoniously should take
stock. Is it through ignorance, a blind-
ness to the inconsistency of word and
act? Or do the words slide out in de-
liberate design to deceive, to sugar-coat
a reprehensible act? Are thosé that laud
Ameriean ideals with their lips but
trample them underfoot by their acts
Americans? In name only., And those
that say “Lord, Lord” with their mouth
but fail to do His will, and oppose Bible
meetings and act as Christ Jesus never
did, are they Christians? In name only.
~—Matthew 7:20,21; 15: 7, 8.
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L, RATUD! Frand!” was the
- recent cry of the Nation-
al Kepublican party in Costs

dia, lost the February 8 election
to the candidate of the Natfion-

Riea. The ery came when its ® << ¥
eandidate, former President —
Rafael Angel Caldersn Guar. . gl VOW =

al Union party, newspaper-
publisher Otilio Ulate Blanco.
Aecording to the of-
ficial count Ulate \ "/ /.
had won by a mar- ;;3 RCER T
gin of 10,000 votes. =3 A ¥
However, the official e .%_'__‘
party claimed that w \&...

there had been
frauds commifted at the polls and that
many of the voters supporting the gov-
ernment’s candidate had not been able to
cast their vote. Added to the cry of

/}.
7’4
2

“frand”, parades were organized by Dr. .

Calderén’s party members, these aug-
mented by Vanguardia Popular, Costa
Riea’s Communist party, headed by Con-
gressman Manunel Mora.

Election Campaign

Much name-calling and mudslinging
was done by both sides, and both candi-
dates, accompanied by their adherents,
covered most of the republie in speech-
making tours. The strong ery of the
Ulatistas was to take the grafters out
of power and to put an end to commu-
nism in Costa Rica, branding the gov-
ernment’s candidate as a red. On the
other hand, Calderén’s party was accus-
ing the opposition of being a capitalist’s
party and that it was their aim to op-
press the working class and to destroy
all legislation that was in fayor of labor.
The high point of the campaign came on
January 25, when the Calderonistas
came into San José from all corners of
the country, by train, bus and any other
means by which they eould be brought
in, for this final manifestation. The Cal-
derdn party leaders called it a huge sue-
cess and plastered the city with posters
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stating that Calderdén was ‘God’s choice
because he was the people’s choice’. The
opposition accused them of having nsed
trick photography in making up the foto
of the group at the end of their parade
in “Plaza Vigquez”, where the speeches
were made.

Election day, Sunday, February 8§,
came and the Costa Rican voters went
to the polls, The election was quiet and
both parties stated that it had been the
most peaceful one in twenty-five years,
and that it had been free of government
influence at the polling places. Early re-
ports gave Dr, Calderén the advantage,
and between announeements cheering of
the official party members at the presi-
dent’s house came in clear over the radio
as the announcer read the telegrams
coming in from the electoral tables in
vgrious parts of the country. Monday,
when more results came in, the margin
was in favor of Ulate, and with the final
count Ulate had a margin of a little
over 10,000 votes, having carried San
José Alajuela, Cartago and Heredia
provinces; while Dr. Calderén carried
the other three, Puntarensas, Guanacaste
and Limén.,

Election Resulls Questioned

The Calderomisias, however, would
not admit defeat’and kept up their cam-
paign cry of “Calderdn Guardia serd
presidente” (Calderén Guardia will be
president). The government radio as
well as the communist station urged
their supporters ‘into the streets’ {o ask
for a new election, “Queremos volar”
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(we want to vote) was all that tould be
heard from the demonstrators, both men
and women. All the while the electoral
hoard was reviewing the results, so they
conld give their final decision before
Congress met on March 1. When the de-
cision finally came the three-man board
eould not come to & unanimous agree-
" ment, two of them declaring Otilio Ulate
Blanco president-elect, while the third
said he could not agree with his col-
leagues, becanse the time had been too
short to give the ballots the proper seru-
tiny. This gave the government the loop-
hole it needed. :

This one dissenting vote was sufficient
to fan even higher the fast-growing
flame of antagonism, causing it to en-
cirele the entire country. There were
more demonstrations on the part of the
Calderén supporters, these being urged
on by frenzied radio announcers, It must
be said of the Ulate radio propagandists
that, quite to the contrary, they insisted
that their supporters stay at home, cele-
brate the victory indoors and not antag-
onize or dispute with their provocators.
However, over the air hoth sides kept
the air waves hot with their insults of
each other.

Om March 1, then, Congress convened
to settle the issue of whether the elee-
tion of February 8 had been legal. The
Calderdn party had the majority in Con-
gress, counting the Communist or Van-
guardia Popular deputies that would
continue supporting the government
eandidate. The debate was heated and
the gallery was full of government back-
ers. When a Calderonisia spoke they
cheered, and when one of the opposition
deputics rose to speak he was hooed, so
that he could hardly he heard when he
shouted into the microphone. Finally,
the Communist leader, Manuel Mora,
and one of his colleagues, the Commu-
- nigt deputy from Puntarenas, took the
floor to quiet the spectators so that they
themselves could hear their opponents
arguments. Slowly the noise abated and
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‘order was restored. When the final vote

was taken the election was declared ille-
gal by a vote of 19 to 27. Of the nineteen,
four were Calderonistas who had voted
not to annul the election, including the
president of Congress.

This action of the leftist majority in
Congress gave the green light to the
governinent forces and the Communists,
already armed and patrolling the streets
of San José. Homes and business places
of the TUlate party members were
searched for arms, and where none
were found other articles of value were
taken. One such attempt was made on
the home of a famous San José physi-
cian where Ulate had taken up his head-
quarters. The house wasg surrounded by
government troops and the oecupants of
the house were ordered to open up to
them. When they refused two soldiers
were ordered to go over the wall fence;
these were shot down, and then the
shooting began in earnest. The resalt
was that the doctor was eritically
wounded and American and British dip-
lomats, along with the archbishop of
Costa Rica, came to the rescae of Mr.
Ulate and the wounded doctor. The doe-
tor was carried to the hospital, where he
died several days later, and Mr. Ulate,
with some of his closest party members,
gras taken to jail, but released the next

ay. :

Comes the Revolution

The doctor’s death set off the fuse in
the opposition ranks, and. uprisings
were reported in varions parts of the
country. The main one, and the one that
has turned out to be the revolt, tdok
place in San Isidro de General at the end
of the Pan-American Highway to the
south of San José, The opposition forces
took over the airport at San Isidro and
from there began to move in toward the
capital. When government foreces went
in to halt them, the opposition forees un-
der José Figueres threw up a road block
of highway machinery, and the two fore-
es shot it ouf.
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 No one knows how many men Figueres
lost. Early in the revolt the goverln-
ment lost three of its generals, said fo
have been riding along in Figueres’ sec-
tion in & jeep. The estimates for all men
dead run into fantastic fignres; how-
ever, fairly reliable sources give the
number of dead around 1,000. Thereisno
way to know the exact number, as mili-
tary censorship does not permit any
data to be published.

"The clergy have had a strong hand in
the polities here, and precisely when the
archbishop with representatives of the
candidates as well as with Communist
representatives were negotiating to put
g third man into the presidency is when
the revolt broke out in San Isidro. There
were several day and night sessions, but
it seems that they could not make any
agreement that would satisfy both par-
ties. The clergy’s meddling in polities
has not had the approval of many Costa
Ricans, and especially since Archhishop
Sanabria came out in favor of Ulate
after the election, after having been a
(Calderén supporter. One head of a San
José family said he was prohibiting his

family from ever returning to the,

ehurch. Some high church officials up-
held the archbishop’s stand and others
of the clergy have flatly denounced it;
thus it is seen thgt they are ‘a house
divided’, and instead of uniting the peo-
ple they tend to cause even greater di-
visions among them, ‘
‘When the revolt broke out all consti-
tutional guarantees were suspended and
a military censorship was put on all cor-
respondence, Truck loads of “recruits”
went up and down the streets with rifles,
looting at will. Private homes continued
to be searched, and arrests made. Loot-
ing beeame so bad that recently Van-
gnardia Popular came out in La Tribuna
with an announcement denouncing such
vandalism and at the same time stating
that such treatment was an abuse of au-
thority or even lack of authority. They
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asked punishment for those thus dis-
gracing their uniform.

Soldiers and Supplies

Many of the recruits sent to the front
had never had a rifle in their hands be-
fore, much less any training in warfare.
They were picked up off the streets and
piled into trucks or buses to be taken to
the front. Those that refused to go were
taken to jail. The first ones the govern-
ment put into service were the wharf
hands from the Paclfic ports, For night
guard duty in the city, postal and other
government employees were put into the
service. One postal employee remarked
that he was doing guaréF duty from eight
to five and taking eare of his work at
the post office during the day. He also
confided that the oppositionists outnum-
bered the Calderonistas but didn’t have
the arms, stating at the same time that
the Communists were well armed and
that they knew how to use them,

How furious the fighting was at the
time no one knew, as the official reports
published did not go into detail. The re-
gion where the fighting tock plaee is
mountainous and wooded. The reports
that filtered in and that were heard on
the street showed that the Figueres fore-
es fought guerrilla style. Another dis-
advantage to the government forces was
the fact that its mariachis (men in arms,
not regular soldiers) were mostly from
the low tropical coastlands; and in the
mountainons region, some 10,000 feet
above sea level, the exfreme cold was
hard on these men from the very hottest
regiong of Costa Rica, Most of them are
without shoes and have only light cloth-
ing. _

To supply some of the needed food
and clothing for its men, the govern-
ment requisitioned these provisions from
the local businessmen. '}I)‘his was being
abused greatly and a government order
was published to the effect that no mer-
chandise was to be given over unless the
one asking for it had the proper papers
ordering such supplies. However, most
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people don’t argue with them when 4
truck load, armed with rifles, pulls up
and sends in a spokesman to ask for
what they want. When asked where the
authority is, the rifles are pointed to as
being sufficient, Many of the trucks and
buseg which are used for transportation
of government troops were gotten in the
same way, either requisitioned or taken.
The owner of a bus line operating in
the city went to see about two of his
buses that had been taken over, and as a
result he spent several days in jail.

With the military censorship all op-
position radio stations and newspapers
were closed down, including Ulate’s
Diario de Costa Rica with its afternoon
sheet La Horag. This left only La T'vi-
bung and La Prewsa Libre. Before the
election La Prensa Libre leaned toward
the Ulatestas and was quite critical of
the other side, Since eensorship, how-
ever, it has taken a strictly down-the-
middle-of-the-road policy and seldom
mentions present conditions, sticking
mostly to outside dispatches and local
news of minor consequence.

The Communism Issue

Costa Rica maintains a small army
with a mobile unit: This equipment was
purchased from the United States, and
at the time it was brought into the coun-
try the Costa Rieans were not in favor
of it, stating that it would have been
better to have brought in agricultural
equipment, This also leaves a bad feel-
ing, especially since the United States
is combating Communism. Those with
anti-communigtic feelings state that
while Communism is being combatted on

the home front, the Americans were

arming them in Costa Riea.

This raises the dispute whether Cal-
derén is Communist. The government
newspaper In its issue of April 6, 1948,
says that he is not and cites a pontifical
statement approving of him, quoting
from the same La Tribuna in thelir issune
of May 8§, 1943. This may be well with
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some, yet others remember that . the
Vanguardistas parade with the Russian
flag and that not too long ago thiz same
Communist party staged a demonstra-
tion against “Yankee imperialism”, and
that it lent its entire support to the gov-
ernment candidate, Dr. Calderdn Guar-
dia, In the past election. At present its
members are armed in defense of the
government. '

On the other land the geverhment
backers accuse José Figneres of being a
Falangist and terrorist. It is onm his
property to the south of San José where
the fighting broke out. According to re-
ports he has been training men and pre-
paring for this for about two years. He
was put out of the country during the
Calderén administratigpn gnd then per-
mitted to return under President Picado.

But by the latter part of April the
Costa Rican rebellion had subsided. On
April 13 both sides issued cease-fire or-
ders. On April 20 Santos Leén Herrera
was installed as provisional president,
till May 8, when a junta (board) would
take over the government of Costa Rica.
On April 24 José Figueres and his army
arrived in the capital. A dispatch to the
New York Times, dated May 7, said that
the junta would he led by José Figueres,
also in eommand of the army. It listed
nine other departments, with ‘their ap-
pointed secretaries, including “Father”
Nunez, chaplain of the army of libera-
tion, as head of the department of labor.
All appointees took active part in the
revolution, The junta is to rule for 18
months, with & possible 6-month exten-
sion. Thus stood matters in troubled lit-
tle Costa Rica early in May.

What the Costa Ricans need is God's
kingdom; not revolutions. Many have
songht it and its blessings, others are
learning about it, and many are inquir-
ing about it as they see that all thig old
world can offer is misery, suffering,
injustice and death, no matter under
which kind of established man-ruale.
—Awake! correspondent in Costa Riea.

AWAKE!



W?”ITHIN the gigantic Russian Soviet

Socialist Rebublie (one of the six-
teen Soviet states) lies one of the strang-
est and moest mysterious regions in the
world, It is called Siberia. A strange
country is Siberia, because it ¥ so vast
-and cold and primitive, and yet so rich.
A mysterious place it is, because the fate
of some eighty peoples, most of whom
have all but vanished within its borders,
remains a tale untold.

Siberia begins at the boundary line
between Europe and Asia, that is, the
Ural mountains in Bussia, and stretches
eastward to swallow up the whole north-
ern half of the continent of Asia, ending
in the Bering sea, just 56 miles short
of Alaska. It is fwice as big as continen-
tal United States. Except for a southern
fringe of rolling steppe, Siberia is char-
acterized by two immense geographical
zones, One 1s called the fundra, the other
targa. To visualize the tundra, picture
a country up north of the Aretie Circle,
a country of desolate wind-beaten
wagstes, where the temperature drops to
90° below zero (F.), where
the subsoil is frozen per-
manently, where unending
marshes remain. solid ice
—except during the very
short intense summers,
when they burst forth mi-
raculously resplendent
with many-colored flow-
ers: that is the Siberian
tundra. As your imagina-
tion travels south below
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Land of Vanishing Peoples

the Arctic Circlé, you see the tundra
gradually merging into an immeasurable
expanse of jungle-like forest, a forest
over a thousand miles broad from east to
west and interspersed with swamps as
great as the seas. This forest, embracing
the most colossal tract of virgin timber
on earth, is the Siberian taiga. The trees
are predominantly a coniferous variety,
such as spruce, pine, fir, cedar and larch,

Stheria’s rivers flow north. And
though they are comparatively short, as
great rivers go, they include three of
earth’s mightiest: the Ob, the Yenisei
and the Lena. They rowel their frigid
Journeys through both taiga and tundra
to empty into the Aretic ocean.

Siberia ig rich; how rich no one knows.
Such natural resources as its timber,
iron, oil and coal are just at the stage of
being sampled by the Communist regime,
Its vanishing native people never trou-
bled themselves with wealth of that kind,
but pursued their primitive industries
of reindeer breeding, seal hunting and
fishing. There is gold along the Kolyma
river, and there is eoal and iron in the
region of the Amur, and much o¢il on
Sakhalin island. But such points as these
mark only a few of the southern and
eastern outposts of Siberia, where a
lacework of industrial cities are being




bailt to sap its wealth. As for the wealth
of the interior, it remains for the most
part in “cold storage”.

Congquerors and Exiles
Siberia, though twice the size of the

TUnited States, has but one-fifth the pop--

ulation, a total of some twenty-eight

million inhabitants. At least ninety-five

percent of this population occupies only
a thin ribbon of land along the southern
edge of Siberia, whence runs the Trans-
Siberian, the world’s longest railroad.
This leaves the vast Siberian interior
the most desolate wilderness on earth.
The majority of inhabitants are Great
Russians, Ukrainians and Cossacks, who
for ages emigrated across Siberia in the
role of conguerors and race extermina-
tors. These “foreigners” or siberiwaks
dominate the existing order of things.
West from Vladivostok and not far with-
in its borders live close to 200,000 Kore-
an refugees who fled from the Japanese
war lords who annexed their homeland
in 1910. In this same general vicinity are
about 30,000 Chinese who have seeped
over the frontier. Then just north of the
Axhur river are about 150,000 Jews who
have been collectivized into their own
Jewish Autonomons *Region. With the
taking over of southern Sakhalin island
and the Kurile islands from Japan, as
her share of the war loot in 1945, the So-
viet added to her Siberian population
sbout 400,000 Japanese, some of whom
may be repatriated or absorbed for keeps
in the notorious Siberian labor colonies,
along with untold numbers of German
and Italian war prisoners.

“But, of a certainty, these Japanese,
‘German, Italian and other nationals
do not find themselves the only foreign-
ers in the land. A large segment of
Siberia’s population are descendants
of political exiles, conviets, religious
nonconformists, former serfs, and other
unfortunates who fell under the dis-
pleasure of the Russian czars as well
as the Bolsheviks.
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Elghty Vanishing Races

The conguerors plus the exilez (that
is, the Great Russians, Ukrainiang and
Cogsacks) added to the foreign prison-
er populations and other exiles, are esti-
mated to make up twenty-seven out of
the twenty-eight million population of
Siberia. This means that although there
are some eighty native peoples of Siberia
alive today, yvet the remnants of all these
races tolled together will not exceed one
million souls.

That tells a story of race extermina-
tion that puts to shame the demise of the
American Indians. In fact, some of these
ancient Siberians were in all prohability
the ancestors of the American natives.
Students of the human race generally
agree that in the remote past Siberian
tribesmen migrated across Bering
strait, which is only fifty-six miles wide
and interspersed with islands, and grad-
ually spread over Alaska, North, Cen-
tral and South Amerieca.

Like the American Indians, the na-
tive Siberians were nomads or semil-
nomads. They roamed over the im-
mense, unsettled spaces of Asia,
hunting and fishing and grazing their
herds of reindeer on the ever-shifting
pastures. Into modern times they remain
the most backward of all racial groups
within the Soviets. The Orochong (“deer
breeders”) who dwell among the low
mountain regions inland from Japan,
were found by a Soviet schoolteacher to
be totally ignorant of the use of such
everyday items as soap, towels, beds,
knives, forks, pens and pencils, Orochon
children were unafraid of all sorts of
wild animals, but of cows they were des-
perately frightened. The girats, the
very first people met in crossing Siberia
from the east, still dwell in chooms,
which are cone-shaped, bark-covered
tents similar to tepees. In southeast
Siberia, along the coastal region of the
Amur river, hive the Nivki, who, if they
have not changed their customs of late,
still hunt with bow and arrow, and dwell
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in mud huts filled with the stench of sun- f They also hunt wolves, bears and foxes:

dried fish.

By reason of being the most back-
ward, the native Siberians fell vie-
tims to the invading Russians and other
conquering hordes frem the west. They
were exterminated without merey. They
never had the chanee to learn the ways
of civilization, The proof is mutely at-
tested to in the tiny remmnants of the
many tribes yet barely existent. Take,
for example, the Oduls. These people,
inhabiting the vicinity of the Kolyma
river, were at one time so numerous that
there was a saying that “the smoke of
the Oduls’ bonfires hid the twinkling of
the stars”. Today not more than 500
Oduls remain in the land of the living.
Poverty and famine at times drove the
Oduls. to eating larchwood, and such
things account for many of them perish-
ing; but there are gold deposits along
the Kolyma river, and that accounts for
the Oduls’ troubles too. And then there
are, or were, the Ainu. These natives
of southern Sakhalin island were once
so numerous they occupied most of Ja-
pan proper, Today only a few thousand
Ainu remain, about 1,000 of them living
within the Siberian borders. The Aleuts,
inhabiting the bleak, frigid Komandor-
skie islands, had been decimated by 1917
to 300 survivors.

Not that all the native peoples of
Siberia are extirpated to such extremes,
of eourse. The most westerly Siberian
tribe, the Oirats, of the wild and rugged
Altai mountains, number about 50,000,
While the Oirats were once a nation of
nomad herdsmen, hunters and fishers,
the Communist regime has regimented
them under &n autonomous region of
their own: and the modern Oirats find
themselves harnessed and geared to the
Soviet collective system of life.

Farther north and east as far as Ber-
ing strait live the fairly populous and
widely scattered Chuchkis. Their name
means “rich in reindeer”. The inland
Chuchkis are great reindeer breeders.
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Those along the seacomsts are mainly
seal hunters, They navigate boats built
of walrus skins. The Chuchkis are or-
ganized under their cwn Soviet National
District, which takes in Big Diomede
island.

To the Siberians the Soviet system
boasts of having brought modernized in-
dustry, educational and cultural enlight-
enment, and the spirit of racial equality
(which ig of small worth after the races
are reduced to the point of thin air). It
boasts of granting theoretieal religious
freedom, whether that be so-called
“Christian”, Mohammedan, or the ani-
mistie cult of bear worship, as practiced
by the primitive Ainu., But to the one
thing that matters, the gloriouis king-
dom of Jehovah God under Christ Jesus,
the Soviet regime seems determined
not to throw open the benighted land
of vanishing peoples.

And yet there is a power operating in
strange, mysterious Siberia far stronger,
more invineible than the iron will of the
Soviet Kremlin; a power that ig making
it possible for the Siberians, whether na-
tives, slaves, exiles or conquerors, to
hear the message of that established and
reigning Kingdom. The proclaimers are
themselves prisoners and exiles, con-
signed to Siberian labor camps for be-
ing real witnesses of the Most High God.
These true Christians heard and accept-
ed the Kingdom message while prison-

‘ers with Jehovah’s witnesses in German

Nazl concentration camps. Onee again
prisoners, this time in Siberia, they
look with hope unflinching to freedom in
the new world of righteousness, and
their hotpe they are reflecting into the
hearts of all that hear. Surely Jehovah,
the Lord Most High, has determined, by
ways more strange than man’s, that the
blessings of life and freedom in His glo-
ricus New World shall be shared by all
nationalities, kindreds, peoples and
tongues, including the vanishing peo-
ples of Siberia.-—Contributed.
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BRITISH humor

magazine recently
published a cartoon pic- %
turing a lovesick artist g
sitting in his studlo
with a visitor. The sad-
faced artistis surround- *3 i
ed by many identical )
portraits of his ladylove, and he is put-
ting the finishing touches on still an-
other, as he explains to his friend: “I
think of her night and day. I just can’t
do anything except paint her over and
over again,” It appears that the artist
is a modernist, and the humor of the
situation is seen in his paintings of a
weird, geometrical, half-abstract mon-
strosity that vaguely, very vaguely, re-
sembles a girl’s face. _ '

The artist who prides himself in be-
longing to one or another of an impres-
sive array of modernist schools or trends
will probably fail to see any humor in
the- dilemma of the lovesick artist. To
him the subject of a painting is not im-
portant. He argues that the subject mat-
ter of art is within you. He advocates
letting the imagination run riot; “Paint
vour dreams and confess your subcon-
seious mind,” says he. To him it matters
not that he is breaking established rules
of perspective, proportions or color-
harmony. The pent-up figments of his
imagination are the important things
that must be expressed in oils or some
other visible medium for an apprecia-
tive world to see.

It appears, however, that the appre-
ciation is confined to a relatively small
clique of fellow artists, dealers in art,
critics, and collectors who claim to un-

-
ﬂ

derstand the artist’s viewpoint. Although

a modern painting may be a prize win-
ner, and may be acclaimed by an art
Jury as a superb example of modern art,
the average layman fails to become en-
thusiastic. Upon viewing the prize win-
ner the reactions of some run in this
veln: “A five-vear-old child could do bet-
ter”; “stupid”; “It’s hung upside-down”;
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“a ‘waste of paint and canvas”; “what
does it mean?”’ The prize-winning paint-
ing, “Cyclops,” by William Baziotes, like
most modern paintings, had to be ex-
plained to spectators at the Chicago Art
Institute, where it won first prize.

The mysterious names which have
sprung up to label the varions styles of
modern art do nothing to help clarify
the artist’s point of view or to make the
paintings any more worthy of apprecia-
tion. If anything, when the laymanhears
of surrealism, dadaism, cubism, monob-
jectivity, neoplasticism, futurismi, or
purism he will wish he were home with
his photo album, looking at some pic-
tures he can understand.

One might reasonahly wonder what
cansed this degeneration and confysion
in art. The change has been particularly
apparent from and after World War L
The super-sensitive artist weleomed this
new freedom from old standards and
restrictions. Art had been floundering,
and the market for creative work of all
kinds was narrowing into commercial
channels and becoming highly special-
ized. With the perfecting of high-speed
multi-colored printing, thousands upon
thonsands of pictnres of the kind suit-
able for decorating homes could be
rapidly produced and sold cheaply. Com-
mercial photographers took over the
business of making portraits.

In short, the artist had no master to
serve. Unwanted, he turned to himself,
and the result during this “brain age”
has been a flood of “cerebral” paintings,
called by the layman “modernistic art”.
The public does not like it. When one
speaks of “modernigtic art” it is almost
always done in a derisive way. When the
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publie-has opportumty to voté for the
pairting that 1s best liked ih an exhibi-
tion;the eerebral brainstorms are passed
by and the winner is found to he a pic-
ture that is understandable; one that
arouses a feeling of appreciation for the
content and the treatment of the subject.
The artist adhering to the extreme mod-
ern frend, however, is not interested in
pleaging the public. He is too intent on
exploiting that grand new freedom he
has found. It is a freedom that has given
him a master to serve and worship: his
own wonderful brain!

Is It Art?

Crities stoutly defend contemporary
painting with all of its extreme trends
on the basis that it truly reflects the spir-
it of our present complex civilization.
With distracting wordiness many art
critics who have a regular column to fill
in a newspaper or magazine sing the
praises of modern painters and their
works, This is.understandable. There
would be no point in cutting off their
bread and butter by condemning modern
art. Many thousands of words can be
written about the esthetic values and
other vagaries of the latest modern
trend. With impressive language they
invest the paintings with 2 quality of
which the artists themselves may have
been unaware. The following report by
Sam Hunter on an exhibif of the modern-
igt, Mr. Stamos, is typiecal:

Although non-representational, Stamos
work is part of a neo-romantic revival that
includes Baziotes and Gottlieb among others
reacting against the aseeticism of eubism and
its severe linear method. Stamos generalizes

tion of material, presumably archaie images
from man’s collective memory, rather tnan a
convention of plastic method. . . . The images
themselves are certainly compelling and have
the haunting character of Temainders, a glow-
ing sea-hoard of deeiduous memory objects
that are neither flesh, fish, nor fowl, but elu-
sively metamorphose across the boundaries of
all living categories.

By using the typewriter as their pal-
ette knife and the dictionary as their
pigments, the critics add a thick layer of
distinction and mystery to the already
overburdened canvases,

A real favorite of the eritics 1s the
branch of modern art known as surreal-
ism, This 1s a style that is directed by
dreams and “thought’s dietation in the
absence of all control exercised by the
reason and outside of all esthetie or mor-
al preoccupations”, according to the
French leader of this style, André Bre-
ton, Im this country, the name of Salva-
dore Dali is synonymous with surreal-
ism. His carefully executed paintings of
recognizable though unrelated and dis-
torted objects are well known to many.
Dali had at one time been a sincere real-
ist, that is, he painted a subjeect as it real-
ly was. Although he was a good crafts-
man he was not a success; his paintings
didn’t sell. Then he applied the surreal-
ism formula by tossing former standards
and principles info the trash can. Today
he i3 a success in the eyes of his patron-
izing public, His view of that publie,
however, 1s not good, for in his auto-
biography he states: “After having begn
unable to sell my sincere works of art,
I decided to capitalize on the stupidity

his persongl poetic emo-

of the public and make them

tion through a conven-

pay for my living,”
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Many aspiring artists and otners .

totally ignorant of the fundamentals of
art who find their efforts being ignored
have discovered, like Dali, that “the pub-
lic likes to be humbugged”. They begin to
imitate the most popular trends, and
‘the more original ones invent new styles
of their own. The artist who can make 1t
appear that the distorted shapes and
color blobs on his canvas are the essence
of thoughts and dreams of a remarkable
intellect stands a good chance of catch-
ing the attention of the crities, and the
patrons of modern art. If some wild
nightmare of a painting provokes more
than usual controversy or wins a prize,
the happy artist can name his own priee.

Demon Influence

The most famous name in modern art
today is Pablo Picasso. He is a 65-year-
old Spanish-born artist now livimg in
Paris, where he enjoys the distinetion of
being its number one citizen. In listing
the reasons for his high reputation, Life
magazine says: “He Is the most talked-
about man in Paris . . . The most prolific
and unpredictable artist of his time has
once more changed his style.” A picture
accompanying the article shows Picasso,
c¢lad only m shorts and sandals, standing
in his studio against a background of his
latest paintings. These are large upright
canvases, measuring about four feet
wide by eight feet high, containing sim-

ple outline drawings against a plain
white background. The quality of the

drawing is almost on a par with the
“art” of young pranksters who seribble
on the margins of subway posters and
add a mustache or beard here and there,
Agide from the style or technique this
world-renowned artist i3 now using, the
thing of special significance is the sub-
jeet of these paintings. It appears that
Mr. Picasso is solieiting the blessings of
the Devil, for each of the pictures shown
is that of a horned monster with animal
hoofs. One bearded centaur holding a
speared pitehfork might easily pass for
a portrait of Satan the Devil himself,
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¥¥ € Are Not BUrprisea a#v Lue pupuioai-
ity of spiritisn"today, with its shrouded
mediums, wide-eved people holding
hands around a table, chain rattlings and
spirit manifestations. When spiritism
and art join hands some ghastly results
may well be expected. This is seen in the
paintings of the occult artist, Mrs, Mar-
ion Spore Bush, now deceased. She is
said to have bafled and delighted crities
for more than twenty years with her
mysteriously produced paintings. She
had held many exhibitions in reputable
galleries in New York city and London.
In writing the reviews, the eritics were
true to their usual form and, for lack
of more exact words, used such expres-
sions as “primitive mystie” and “psychie
sensitive”. Mrs. Bush referred to the
forces that guided her brush at the easel
as “They”, and believed “They” were the
spirits of Iong-dead artists. She explains
her method of working this way: “After
I get the canvas on the easel, and paint
in readiness, “They' move my hand up and
down and onward across and sileways
in all direetions, as if measuring out the
perspective. Sometimes ‘They’ do this
until my arm aches, Then all at once,
“They” make a rudimentary sketch, or
perhaps ‘They hegin to paint withont
any sketch or outline at all” As one
might expect, Mrs. Bush’s paintings
were of that wild, grotesque style that
characterizes modern art. Surely such
demon-inspired, demon-directed art does
absolutely nothing toward relieving the
distress of this old world; it contributes
nothing toward the help and benefit of
mankind.

_ There is ample evidence that a strong
tie exists between Satan, the god of this
world, and the modern brain-worshiping
artist. Satan’s wicked ambition to
“be like the Most High” has remained
unchanged through the centuries, and
during that time he has instilled his
brand of selfish egotism into the minds
of any who would not resist him. That
included many glory-seeking artists.
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Their willingness to serve the Devil is
proved by their fashioning of “sacred”
“images, in direct violation of God’s eom-
mandment forbidding such. Musenms to-
day are cluttered with art objects from
practically every land and civilization.
These include a large variety of items
from fettishes, masks, and ceremonial
Jewelry of primitive peoples to Egyp-
tian mummy cases ornately decorated
with symbols of their demon gods, All
of these religious appendages, so highly
venerated by their makers and users,
bear the God-dishonoring stamp of their
inspirer, Satan the Devil. :

In this connection, the c¢eremonial
masks used by the witch doctors of prim-
itive lands is of particular interesf. The
American Weekly recently published an
article by T. H. Robsjohn-Gibbings, a
noted art expert and one of the few who
has the courage to show up modern art
for what it is worth, His thought is that
modernist painters are employing the
tricks of “black magic” borrowed from
witch doctors, He writes:

The witch doctors used very simple meth.-
ods to create a belief in their magic powers,
Their first problem was to rivet the attention
of their audience, and they knew that nothing
holds attention so much as a familiar object
in wild distortion. Aeccordingly, they took
something as ordinary as a man’s face,'and,
by carefully guarded formulas, turned it into
a monstrosity of a mask, The effect was spec-
tacnlar. The audience was fascinated and
awed. They believed implicitly in the super-
natural powers of the witeh doctors. The un-
employed artists lost no time in turning these
magie tricks to their advantage. ... The
artists took an everyday scene—s fishing boat,
a street, or a man’s face—and, by distorting
them almost beyond recognition and depiet-
ing them in incongruous and shocking colors,
they stopped the gallery-goers dead in their
tracks. While the spectator stood confused
and hypnotized at seeing his familiar world
so diglocated, he was told that what he saw
was the result of a new supernatural vision
of “genius”, a vision unattainable by lesser
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mortels. It was the identical process nsed by
the witeh doctors.

Conclusion of the Matter

Hence the reasons why the average
sincere person today dislikes modern art
is much less of a mystery than the art.
Not only are such paintings lacking in
any uplifting values on their face, but
the Insineerity, incompetence and shame-
less cheating on the part of the artists
are plainly evident. Mr. Average Man
will not get excited over the products of
these supposedly “intellectual” acrobat-
ies, but will leave this up to the snobbish
patrons who collect and exhibit the
“Imasterpieces” of these “masterbrains”.

The thoughtful person will not be con-

vineced by the verbose descriptions and
arguments of the critics in their defense
of modern art. Further, he sees no point
in wrangling as to whether or not it is
art, for as that word is generally used

in a broad sense to mean all forms of

creative or cultivated expression, mod-
ern painting could easily come within
that scope. The thing that an honest
person is convinced of. is, that if it is
art, it bears evidenee of being in =a
perverted and degraded form. %‘his i8
no more than what may be expected, for
an observing person can easily see that
this is indeed a perverted and degraded
old world.

On-the other hand, it would be wrong
to assume a dogmatic attitude and say
all contemporary art is worthless. Many
paintings produced today are delight-
fully beautiful and decorative, Hence
they serve a commendable purpose. The
painters of these works do not think
highly of themselves, but display a great
love for art and sincerity toward their
fellow man. Such will be the attitude of
the artist in the new earth. Then all the
creative arts may reach a perfection of
expression that will bring joy to the

Jearts of men as well as reflect the in-

finite wisdom of the great Creator.
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The Christian’s Commission

at the World’s End

COMMISSION is a formal author-
"\ ity granting to the one named in it
ertain rights, privileges and preroga-
ives and commanding certain things to
o done ag duties. All anocinted Chris-
jans have such a commission from God
.t this end of the world, That is where
ve are, according to all the signs on the
arth fulfilling Bible prophecy. They are
imointed with God’s spirit.

In ancient time the shepherd David
vas anointed with oil by Jehoval’s
yrophet Samuel to be visible king over
he typical Theocracy of the nation of
‘srael. That was David’s commission, or
he thing he was commanded to perform,
Jhrist Jesus, when He was begotten of
tod’s spirit at 'the Jordan river, was
wnointed, not with oil, but with the spirit
yf His Father, to be King of the real
Theocratic Government. But when He
vas on earth He did not actively enter
n upon His rule and destroy His ene-
nies and restore Paradise on earth. Nor
1id He do this even when He ascended to
seaven into His heavenly Father’s pres-
ance. What, then, was the purpose of
Jesus’ being anointed while on earth?

His anocinting was to commission Him
to act as God’s Spokesman and to preach
the gospel of the coming Righteous Gov-
arnment. The prophecy of Isaiah61:1,2,
whiech was then fulfilled primarily in
Him, said for Him: “The spirit of the
Lord Jehovah is upon me; because Je-
rovah hath anointed me to preach good

tidings unto the meek; he hath sent ne.

to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro-
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claim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are
bound; to proclaim the year of Jehovah's
favor, and the day of vengeance of our
God; to comfort all that mourn.) (Am.
Stan. Ver.) The point of all this was that
the anointed Jesus must be a preacher
of the good news, He must be a faithful
and true witness of Jehovah God.
Christ’s anointed followers, including
the remnant of them at this end of the
world, are made joint-heirs of Kingdom
glory with Jesus. But, while they are in
the flesh, their anointing with God’s spir-
it lays upon them the obligation now to
be witnesses of Jehovah and to preach
and bear witness concerning His Theo-
eratic Government,

Jesus, when on earth, was faithful in
that unto which He was anointed. There-
fore the last book of the Bible speaks of
Him as “Jesus Christ, who is the faith-
ful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
.. . the Amen, the faithful and true wit-
ness, the beginning of the creation of
God”. (Revelation 1:5; 3: 14, Am. Stan.
Ver.) All the faithful apostles, including
Paul of Tarsus, were Christlike wit-
nesses of Jehovah. IPaul was very spe-
cific as to his own performance of his
anointing to preach. He said: “T kept
back nothing that was profitable unto
you, but have shewed you, and have
taught you publicly, and from house to
house, testifying both to the Jews, and
also to the Greeks,”—Acts 20: 20, 21.

All members of the anointed Chris-
tians, ineluding the remnant of them at
this end of the world, are obliged, by
foree of their anointing, to be witnesses
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of Jehovah concerning the Righteous'

Government in which they shall share
with Jesus their anointed IHead., “Yea,
woe is unto me, if I preach not the gos-
pel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16) Such obliga-
tion to preach applieg to the remnant in
a special scnse, now that the Righteous
(overnment is at hand, For that feason
the remnant of the anointed ones have
joyfully taken up the mame “Jehovah’s
witnesses” and have aeted under that
" name according to the prophecy of
Tsaiah 43:10,12; 44: 8. Hence, as pros-
pective members of the “bride” of Christ,
they must now say, “Come,” to all men
of good-will on earth today; that these
mav locate the river of the water of life
and may come to it and take of its life-
giving waters freely, without money
charge, and thus may find the way to
eternal life in the righteous new world.
—Revelation 22: 17, '

In other Warcn Tower publications
the reader must find in Bible and in
modern history the proofs of the Taect
that A.D. 1918 the great Bridegroom
of the Christian church, namely Jesus
Christ, came as Judge to the spiritual
temple of God and was fully laid as the
temple’s Chief Corner Stone. (See Mala-
chi 3:1-4.) The members of the church
ot “body of Christ” are likened to “living
stones”: and those members of Christ’s
body who had died prior to 1918 but
who, as living stones, had proved faith-
ful 111 death were raised from the dead
to immortal life in the heavens with their
Bridegroom; they were ineorporated in-
to the living temple in which God dwells
by His spirit. By such union of the resur-
rected members of the bride of the
Lamb, the Bridegroom, the marriage in
heaven began taking place, (Revelation
19:7-9; 21:2,9,10) The time was there-
fore now due for the Spirit and the bride
to say, “Come,” for at that time the
river of water of life was beginning to
flow forth from the temple. It was flow-
ing then from the throne of God and of

His Christ: namely, flowing from the
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established -Theocratic (Government.
Revelation 22,

As a result 6f the Kingdom truths
that the Lord God now began to reveal
ta the remnant through Christ Jesus at
the temple, the life-giving, activating
spirit began to be powred out upon them
and te move them inte (od's fearless
service. This was a final fulfillment of
the propheey of Joel 2: 28.32, which the
apostle Peter quoted nineteen centuries
ago on the day of DPentecost, From
Peter’s quotation of Joel’'s prophecy it
is manifest that the prophecy did not
have its complete fulfillment back there,
hecause the “wonders” and “signs” which
the prophecy sald God would perform
were not then produced. When, there-
fore, must the final and complete fulfill-
ment of Joel's prophecy occur? At this
end of the world, after Christ comes to
the temple for judgment, after 1918.

Showing what the anointed remnant
are commissioned to do down here at
this time Joel (2:28-32) said: “And it
ghall come to pass afterward [or, as Pe-
ter quoted it, in the last days], that I
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and vour song and your daughters shall
prophesy, wvour old men shall dream
dreams, your young men shall see vi-
sions; and also upon the servants and
upon the handmaids in those days will 1
pour out my spirit. And T will shew won-
ders . .. And if shall come to pass, that
whogoever shall call on the name of the
Lorp [Jdechovah] shall be delivered: for
in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be
deliverance, as the Lorp hath said, and
in the remnant whom the Lorp shall
call”"—See Peter’s quotation thereof at
Acts 2:16-21.

Therefore, by this prophecy the
anointed Christians, together with all
consecrated persons of good-will who as-
soclate with them, are commissipned to
show the visions and dreams which are
made - clear in God’s written word and to
prophesy or proclaim publicly the mean-
ing of the Holy Seriptures.
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Brazil Qutlaws the Communists

FROM green rock-jutted hill-
tops of the interior to white
beaches of Rio, Brazil echoed

8l with speeches and campaign
songs. Like Jack Frost on an icy morn,
every kid and his brother were out
decorating windows, walls and sign-
-boards with the name of his man of the
hour, Some plastered well-made posters,
others hung banners from house 1o
lamppost, and still others with erude
letters splashed doors, walls and gates.

After a bloodless revolution ousting
dictator Getlilio Vargas, Brazil was
open, open to free elections for the first
time in almost sixteen years. In the
suburbs old government supporters held
festinhas (little parties) in the warm
evenings. The Communists put on or-
ganized dances, running off dancing con-
tests from their samba clubs. Alert ob-
servers saw & new force arising on the
horizon, and they wondered what chanc-
es for expansion it would find in the un-
restful condition. The Communists,
from the beginning, out-advertised all
their competitors,
~ Although on December 2, 1946, Gen-
gral Gasper Dutra, with superior church
backing, rolled over his competitors to
win the presidential election, everybody
knew that a new force had been born
into Brazilian politiecs, They would re-
member for some time to come that the
Communist, Yeddo Fiuza, had made a
good show of rising strength, and the
Communist party had been brought into
the political arena.

Since that day they grew to such a
threat that the fearful Dutra govern-
ment put the Hd on them. They were
autlawed, and barred from their head-
quarterd. Then President Dutra’s fum-
bling government lost the effensive tem-
porarily and found itself unable, legally,
to finish off the Communists by turning
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out the legislators elected on the Com-
munist ticket. The government could not
stop the babbling Tribuna Popular,
mouthpiece of the party. And worse yet,
many & thoughtful Brazilian, having no
love for Communism, but a lively mem-
ory of the eld dictatorship, pushed to
the aid of the Communist machine in
distress and pronounced its right to ex-
ist. '

Congress became the center of the
struggle. Dutra’s governmental fury fell
upon the still active Communist con-
gressmen, Only Congress could dissolve
them, and Dutra’s P.S.D. (Social Demo-
crat party) could not muster the ‘two-
thirds majority to do it. So the bhattle
wonld be a long-drawn-out campaign.

Then, on a dull day in August, 1947,
after a three-month mystery of the
whereabouts of Senator Luis Carlos
Prestes, secretary-general of Brazil’s
outlawed Communist party, broke the
news that he was back and in the Senate,
It was a red-hot scoop for the Diario da
Noite. His reappearance was real news
and was given front-page story. In the
Senate Prestes talked long enough to
fill an average-sized newspaper with his
speech. He denied rumors that accused
him of conspiring against the govern-
ment with the former dictator Getilio
Vargas, but he failed to explain why he
had been absent and did not mention the
rumors that he had been 1n Russia. Then,
in Qetober, 1947, a shadow drew over
diplomatie relations between Russia and
Brazil, and Brazil broke off relations
completely. For the Communists it was
a heavy blow.

To tighten the governmental grip on
the Communists, in October of 1947 Con-
zress established “military contro] bas-
es” in a good number of the country’s
large cities. This made it necessary that
the mayors act under the orders of the
military commanders. What's this?
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Doesn’t it slap the principles of the new
democraey in the face? Does it meéan an-
other dictator like Getdlio Vargas hag
come? Apparently it was not quite as
bad as all that, but who can say that the
Communists don’t think so? Most ob-
servers thought it a remedy for the Com-
‘munist threat. The Communists had
stirred up a great threat to the Brazilian
government in power, so everyone
thought it only a necessary step to meet
the threat and keep Dutra in and the
new constitution functioning.

The following November found ex-
general Dutra taking some of the puneh-
-ea and right where it does the most
harm. In an election of high importance
last November, 1947, President Dutra’s
own P.S.D. (Social Democrat party)
splintered beneath his feet. Conniving,
fascist-minded Getilio Vargas, dietator
for at least fifteen years, and Luis Car-
los Prestes, the Communist he kept
jailed for nine of those years, had joined
to get contirol of rich Sao Paulo state.
This left Dutra but one course to take
and that he did: called on the opposition
U.D.N. (National Demoeratic Union)
party for help. This he stayed with the
fight even though he did lose the round.
In the meantime the city of Rio managed
to depose eighteen eity couneilmen and
the state of Rio de Janeiro ousted forty-
seven members of the state legislature,
all acknowledged Communists.

Then came the official announcement
of the break with Bussia. With the Gov-
ernment’s official announecement came,
just three and a half hours later, a batter-
ing gang of roughnecks, slugging their

way into the offices of Rio’s Communist -

Tribuna Popular. In their wake they left
papers strewn ox the street as they tore
their way into the printing establish-
ment. They wielded their sledge ham-
mers on the presses and tore down tables
and desks, smashing typewriters and
machinery, leaving the place a total
wreck. Though the destruetion took place
only 300 yards from the central police
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station in Rio, the mobsters had the
place all alone for at least two hours be-
fore the military police finally arrived.
All they did on arrival was to stand
around and watch. For the majority of
Brazilians the hreak with Russia was
considered just, but the Tribuna smash-
up made them think a while to consider
the sense of justice and fair play. The
following day the whole of the press in
Rio went on record as condemning the
police and mobsters, and so did Con-
gress. Senator Ivo de Aquino voiced:
“We gave our support . . . to the gov-
ernment’s attitnde toward Russia, but
that does not mean we condone aects of
violence against any organization, par-
ticularly against the press, which by our
laws is guaranteed full liberty.”

But the end was in sight for the Com-
munists. The showdown had come. All
relations with Russia severed, the Com-
munist party was completely outlawed
by Congress and Senator de Aquino had
sponsored a hill of the government to
throw out all Communist jobholders
from elective office. The same afternoon
that the Tribuna was attacked, rowdies
tore down the Soviet Embassy’s shield.
This is what Mosecow translated into an
incident of “stoning” of the embassy and
caused Ambassador Mario de Pimentel
Branddo and his staff of nine to become
arrested in their hotel.

Six months after the Communist par-
ty was banned, and exactly two months
after the break in diplomatic relations
with Russia, the House of Deputies still
argued about what to do with the last
Communist senator (Prestes) and six-
teen deputies, still holding out in office.
One hill to cancel the' Communists’ man-
dates recently passed the Senate. In the
House the Communists tried to stall it
by proposing 320 amendments. Shortly
after, on the floor, they tried another
parliamentary technique, the filibuster.

By January of 1948 the Communist
sail was still up, if only partially. The
Tribuna Popular being eliminated by
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rowdies and outlawed by the govern-
ment, a Communist had to be on the
alert to know where and how to buy hig
newspaper, which had already changed
its name four times, and was being pub-
lished by presses belonging to a private
corporation. The government had not

yet proved connection between the cor- .

poration and the Communist party.

_ About a month later came the final
issue, Bill 900-A, a meagure that would
cancel the mandates (jobs) of all Com-
munists in public office. Insults, screams,
shrieks and leaping on benches followed.
Then a Communist cry of “sell-out”
brought the government deputies out in
a frenzy. After the vote the count stood
181 to 74 for the bill’s passage. The
Communist comrades in last dying
shout cried, “Viva General Luis Carlos
Prestes!” and “Viva Russia!”

All that remained was for Dutra to
sign the bhill, which, of eourse, he oblig-
ingly did, and the press gave its shout
for joy. A Noite, bubbling over, said:
“The beauty of it is . .*. that within the

law we weére able to put the Commn-
nists outside,the law.” Now it seems up
to the Red leaders to take things under-
ground again as they were obliged to do
in the days of dictator Getillio Vargas.

Perhaps the rapid suppression and
suceessful handling of Communism in
Brazil can be attributed more to organ-

ized religion than any other one source.

The clergy play a strong role in politics,
but they have not a strong hold on the
people. The Brazilian people, on the
whole, are hospitable and teachable, and
they are turning from one form of reli-
gion or politice to another in search of
the reason for the present terrible eon-
ditions and a means of relief. Iiventually
all the meek ones of good will toward
God will come under the rule in which
there will be no peolitical disputes or dis-
unity, the rule which the apostle Peter
advocated, when he said, at 2 Peter 3:13
(An Amer. Trams.), “We expect new
he#vens and a new earth, where upright-
ness will prevail.”—Awake! correspond-
ent in Brazil.

For Those with Hearing Ears

Do you long fo “hear” or understand the meaning
of the Scriptures? If so, you do well, for the Bible says
“blessed are the ears that hear”, It is essential to hear
before action can be taken that meets God’s approval,

You can enjoy the blessedness of “hearing” now by
regularly reading The Wafchiower. During its 69
yvears of publication this Christian magazine has helped
many to hear, understand and aet on God’s Word. You
may start your subscription without delay by sending
$1.00 with the attached coupon. Published twice monthly.

et ST e

WATCOHTGWER 117 Adams St Brookiyn I, N. ¥.
Enclosed find $1.00 for my one-year subscription for The Walchtower.
Name Street ...
City Zone No. .._. Btate ..
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State of Israel Proclaimed

@& As Syrian regulars were re-
ported invading northeastern
Palestine esrly in May the Brit-
igsh troopship “Empire Test™ ar-
rived at Haifa, carrying one thou-
gsand RBritish troops, “in the in-
terest of general security.” The
Jews considered it a move io
keep up Britlsh prestige and
ense Argb anger over British
evacuation of Halfa previously,
and its consequent cecupation by
Jews., Meanwhile a British-im-
posed truce had been in effect
in Jaffa, which had, however,
been almost entively deserted by
the Arabs, leaving but 2,000 out
of 70,000 there. Fighting between
the Arabs and Jews continmed in
various parts of Palestine, in-
cluding in and about Jerusalem,
King Abdullah of Trans-Jordan
on May 6 anpnounced that his
armies would certainly enfer
Palestine as soon as the Britlish
withdrew on May 15. He re-
jected proposals for a ten-day
truce after that date. The Arabs
{May T) sagreed to & cease-fire
in all Jerusalem, where fizhting
had continued In spite of British
efforts to establish a truoce.

The T. N. (3May 14) designated
Harold Evang, Philadelphia
Quaker, as minicipal cominis-
sioner for Jerusalem, after a spe-
cial agreement on his appoint-
ment was reiched by Arabs and
Jews., The same day the U. &
asked the Jews to delay setting
up the Jewish state they had de-
termined to estublish as soon as

JUNE 8, 1948

the British withdrew. When the
new state, ealled Israel, was ac-
tually proclaimed the next day,
President Truman prompily rec-
ognized the provislonal Jewish
government, As Jews in Palestine
rejoiced troops from surrounding
Arab countries, including Egypt,
launched their tbreatened inva-
aion, while zll-Tewish Tel Aviv
was bombed by Egyptian army
planes.

The TU.N. General Assembly
voted 31-7 (many abstaining) to
appoint a “mediator” for Pales-
tine. This officinl was to be
named hy the Big Five powers,
and the arrangementi would re-
piace the original trusteeship
gchome.,

T.8 and U. 8, 8 R. Notes

4 On May 11 it was, announced
by the Moscow radio that the
Soviet had accepted a U. 8. pro-
posal that the two countrles
should open discussgions on d4if-
ferences between them, The note
was handed to Boviet Foreigh
Minister Molotoy by the T, 8.
Ambassador to Moscow, Gen.
YWalter Bedell 8mlith, the previ-
ous Tuesday. The U, 8, held that
the Kremlin’s relezse of the note
was a breach of diplomatic cus-
tom, which e¢slls for publication
of such correspondence by both
powers aimuiteneonsly. The state
department said further that the
note had not heen properly rep-
resented by Moscow, and that the
Soviet government had accepted
something thut had not been of-

fered, creating an impression by
ite misinterpretation of the note
which was contrary to its pur-
pose. Secretary of State Marshall
sald the U. 8, wanted not talks
but deeds on the part of Russia
to prove itg demire for a sclution
of differences with the U, 8, The
president sald that the note, acd
especially Russin's response, did
not raise his hopes for peace.
And the world wonderead.

Congress of Europe

@ What was called “The First
Congress of Durope” began meet-
ings May T In the Ridderzaal
{Hall of Enights) of the Dutch
Parliament house at the Hague.
There were present unoiliclal rep-

rTesentatives of 28 nations, Ib-

cluding exiled officials  from
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Ru-
mania and Finland, and dele-
gates from SBpaln and the French
zone of Germany., Winaton
Churchill struck the keynote of
the gatherlng, saylng that it
sought means to make the “voice
of Europe” continually heard 1n
all free countries. In the plan for
Eurepean unity, he said, “we
seek nothing less than »ll En-
rope” and “welcome any country
where the people own the govern-
ment and not the government the
people™. After four days of In-
tensive debate the congress voted
in favor of asking the govern-
ments of Europe to nominate
delegates to a “European Deliber-
ative Assembly”, to consult offi-
cially on the economic and polit-
jeal union of Europe. Winston
Churchill sald that fallure to
unite would mean that they
wonld *'scatter, 4 wretched mass
of diseordant individuals”.

Rellglon and Peace

@ At the beginning of May rep-
resentatives of the Federal Cloun-
cil of Churches called on Presi-
dent Truman and told him that
“the door of diplomatic negotia-
tions with Ruszia should be kept
open &nd used”, presenting him
at the sgme time with a copy of
a ‘'‘positive program for peace'.
A few days later John Foester
Dulles, Republican foreign policy
spokesman, said the responsibil-
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{ty for averting war with Russia
was placed sguarely on the shoul-
ders of America’s churches, which
ghould subscribe wholeheartedly
to the program fer peace fasued
by the Federal Council.

May Day
& The day traditionally used by
left-wing elements for a demon-
stration of strength 18 May 1,
known as May Day. It was cele-
brated thia year, not only by Com-
munists and other left-wingers,
but alae by thelr opponenis. Ri-
val parades were staged in Berlin,
Paris, Trieste, New York and
other centers. In New York a
left-wing parade of 20,000 was
coutitered by a “Loyaliy parade”
of some 70,000 marchers. But in
Rusaip and 1ts satellltes there
were no opposition parades,
Few dlsturbances occurted in
connection with the detnonstra-
tiona. But in Greece the minister
of Justice, Christos Ladas, was
kKilled at Atheng by a young fel-
low who hurled three grenades,
one of which glse Injured him
personally and led to his capture,
Martial law was at once invoked.
In Mozcow May Day was
marked hy & super parade,
‘marching past a reviewing stand
for six hours.

No Ald to Arm Russia

& The ERF administrator, Paul
G. Hoffman, on May 13 told
Congreas that American aid
would be cut off from any Mar-
ghall Plan country that shipped
war potential goods to Russia.
He was asking for anothetr In-
staflment ($4,245000,(0) on the
first-year cost of the European
ald program, having already re-
ceived $1,000,000,000.

Gromyhko Replaced

& At the U.N. in the second
wesk of May Andrel Gromyko,
the Soviet Union's chief delepate
to that body, announced that he
wotld be replaced by deputy for-
eign Minister Jacoh Malik, ag he
himself was returning to Russla.

Big Four Parley Halted
@ The four-power talks on an
Austrian peace treaty adjourned
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indefinitely May 8, the reprezent-
atlves of the United Stateas, Brit-
ain and France refusing o agree
to Yugoslav claims, backed by
Russia, Tor 788 square mileg of
territory in Carinthia and Styria
and for $150,000,000 in repara-
tions. The three powers Inaist
that Austrian territory be re-
atored intact.

Greek Executions

@& The Greek government re-
ported In early May that it had
executed twenty-four Commu-
nists for comnplicity in the uprls-
ing of 1044, Other executions
were announced later, and
brought the total, #ince the as-
sassination of Justice Minigter
Christos Ladss, to 107, Britaln
and Denmark announced that
they would call for an Investiga-
tlon of the exerntions. The Rus-
gian charge d'affalres at Athens
on May 13 dellvered a Btrongly
worded memorandum to the
Greek government protesting the
executions. A DMoscow radio
speech on May 15 asked that
Greece he arraigned bhefore the
International Clourt of Justice at
the Hague *to answer for the re-
cent executions of Greek patrl-
oig"”, Greek guerrillas op May 15
attacked Konitsa, firing 25 artil-
lery shells into this town near
the Albanian border. .

New Italian Legislature
@& The TItalian ZLegislature or

" Parliament, the Arst since the

war, and the 81st in Itallan his-
tory, met on May 8 to elget &
lender or president for each
house, The asenate chose ex-
Premter Ivanoe Bonomli, an inde-
pendent, 74, and the chamber
gelpoted Glovannl Gronehl, a
Chriatian {Roman Catholic)
Democrat, 66. In the afternoon
sesgiona the senate was the scene
of disorder, during which epi-
thets were hurted about in aban-
don, and the senators pearly

came to blows. Evidently the

lawmakers had difficulty in be-
ing Iaw-ablding, May 11 the Par-
Hament elected a new president
for the Italian Repfhiblic, choos-
ing Lulgi Eilnaudi, 74, 8 college
professor and former budget min-

ister. Aleide de Gasperl was re-
tained ep premier, and he was
glven a mandate to form a new
government. .

Eelgian Cablnet

@ Premler Paul-Henri 8pasak of
Belgium on May 5 presented his
cabinet’s resignation to eut short
bitter parllamentary debate on
the old question of state support
for Roman Catholic achools. It
was the culmination of a ten-
day wrangle between the Social-
Ists and the Catholics over the
queation of increasing support to
Roman Catholic private technical
high =chools 15 percent. May 14
Spaak withdrew his resignation.

Japan Air Base

% A $13.000,000 air base 13 be-
ing completed by United States
army engineers at Misawa, in
Aomori Prefecture, Japan, near
the northeast tip of Honshua &
land. It 18 the latest in a chaln
of airfields, in Japan slnce the
beginning of the occupatien, ca-
pable of accommodating the
heaviest, long-range bombers,

Atomic Energy Comntrol

& The United States, Britain
and France on May 7 informed
the T. N. Atomic Energy Com-
migsion that they considered 1t
futlle to continue efforts to bring
about international agresment on
the control of atomic energy.
The three powers polnted out
that the commission’a efforta for
two years had been frultless. No
solution had been reached. The
blame was laid on “Ruxsia's ob-
stlnacy’ which had, they claimed,
prevented accord on this vital
matier, Bussia having refused to
agree to the Baruch plan for
world ingpection and control of
atemic output.

Regregation in the T. 8,
% The Supreme Court, on May 3,
In 8 signifleant decislon, ruled
8-0 that real estate covemants
which bar Negroeg and olher ra-
cial groups from owning prop-
erty cannot be legally enforced.
Race segregation continued to
be a live lsrue in the draft dls
cuossions. Senator Richard B.
Rusesell of Georgla on May 12 In-
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trodueed for debate and vote-test
the amendment which the Senate
Armed Serviceg Commlitee had
rejected T-4 the day previous
The amendment would provide
that enlisted men, newly drafted
or volonteering, or already iv the
gervices, would be assigned, on
thelr written application, to mili-
tary units composed wholly of
memhbers of thelr own race.

The attitnde of Mississippis
governor, Fielding L. Wright, as
expressed In a dispatch on
May 10, 18 that good Mississippl
Negroes will not oppose segrega-
tion, and that thoze who do op-
pose 1t should leave the state. He
was addressing a “State's
Rights” Democratic conference,
attended by representatives from
12 Southern states, including
I{ent'uck,v. They are seeking to
prevent President Truman's re-
election because of his antilynch-
ing, anti-segregation, anti-dis-
criminatlon and anti-poll tax
stand.

T. 8. Rallroad Strike

& The beginning of May found
three important railway unions,
comprising eogineers, flremcn
and switchmen, holding out for
a 30-percent wage increase
ssgerpss the board”, in opposition
to a management offer of an In-
cregse of 154 cents an hour, ret-
rogetive to November 1.of last
year, together with some rule
changes. As negotlatlons to avert
a strike bogged downm, railroads
throughout the couniry began
curtailing  traffic and {freight
gervice. Three days of intensive
White House effort toe mediate
the controversy failed to break
the deadleck., As a last resort
the president, on May 10, seized
the railroads under a 1916 war
omergency measure. {Teehnical-
ly, World War Il haz not yet
ended.) Union leaders called off

the strike when Judge Alan T.

Goldshorough issued a restrain-
ing order. So the walkout set

for 6 a.m. the following morning

was averted. Railroad service
continned without g hiteh, though
now operating under the tech-
nical supervision of the army.
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Mr. Royall, secretary of the
army, anoounced the commis-
sioning of seven railroad prest-
dentz ag army colonels to handle
the operation of the roads. But
the dispute remained unsettled.
That, saild the government, must
be decided by the railroad com-
panpies and the upions them-
selves,

U. 8. Labox

@ A major automotive workers
sirike, Involving over 70,000 mwen,
went Into effect at the Chrysler
plante May 12, following faliure
of federnl mediatoras to produce
an accentable gettlement. Indus:
trial violence broke out (May 16)
at South 3t. Paul and Newport,
Minnesota, In connectlon with a
strike of workers in the meat-
packing industry. One of the
largest packing plants was raid-
ed hy 200 workers, who attacked
nonstriking workers and ahduect-
el 25 of them. The Natloual
Guard was called out to deal
with the situation and ¢lear the
streets aronnd the plant.

Senate Alr Force Vote

4 The U.8. Senste on May 6,
by a ronaway vote of T4-2, called
for building up the air force to
a military sky power of seventy
latest-model combat groups, back-
ing up such action taken by the
House of Representatlves last
month. The Senate approved an
appropriation hill for §3,233,200,-
0 of preparedness money and
contract avthorizations, *

President Vetoes Loyalty Test

@ A measure providing for in-
vestigation by the Federal PBPu-
rean of Investigation of the loy-
alty and character of nominees
to the Atomlc Energy Commis-
sion was vetoed by President
Truman on May 15. He called the
measure an ‘‘nnpwarranted en-
croachment” on hiz authority.

‘Senate Votes Sclence Body

@ The U.S. Senate on May §

passed and sent to the House a

bill to establish a national sci-
ence foundation of rwenty-four
members eminent in the sclences,

engineering, education or publie
affairs. The bill revives the ef-
fort to pass a similar measure
lagt year which was vetoed by
the president.

Jolning the WHO

@ Early in May Speaker Martin
of the House of Representatives
forced consideration of the bill
which would put the U. 8! in the
World Health Organization. Dis-
cussion had been blocked for
weeks by objectors 16 the Hotse
Rules Committee. The cost of
membership to the U. & will be
$2,000,000, which la about 1lje
[per person.

Jet Fighters in Sea Test

& Naval aviation on May 6 dem-
onegtrated in a rouzh open sea off
Block island that Jet aireraft can
be successfully operated from
carviers, Sixteen Phantotns of
Fighier Squadron 17A did every-
thing that carrier fighters could
be expected to do, and d4id it per-
fectly for the filrst time in such
numbers. Through the day the
sixteen Jet aireraft accomplished
nearly 60 Iandings and iake-oifs
from the deck of the U. 8 &
Saipan, measuring only little
wore than 100 x 600 feet.

New Cholera Dirg

& Dr. Willard . Rappleye,
dean of Columbia Unlversity's
College of Physiciana, oo May 15
announced a new cholera drug,
developed In the laboratories of
the college. The drup, a sulfa
compound, was reported to have
been suceessfrlly used in a re-
cent cholera epldemic in Egypt.

Malaris Cure

% Joint international congresses
on tropical medicine, meeting at
Washington, on May 14 heard re-
ports that six new drugs, thor-
oughly tested on many vietims of
malaria, had been found to pro-
vide complete profection against
both the recurring and the often
fatal types of the sickness, Ma-
laria attacks 300,000,000 annual-

“1¥, and kills about 3,060,000 out

of that number.
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World’s End Near?

The gathering clouds of war strike fear into the hearts of men.
A third world war, waged on the scale now possible with modern weap-
ons and atomic energy, seems to threaten the existence of civilization,
yes, even the world itself.

ARE WE ON THE BRINK OF SUCH A CALAMITY?
IS THE END OF THE WORLD THAT NEAR?
" WHAT IS MEANT BY “THE END OF THEWORLD”?

Let it not be fear that guides your decision as to. what iz the
truth on this matter. Sober investigation of a truthful source of in-
formation will serve you better than fearfully jumping to conclusions.
If you are interested in the momentons signs of the fimes and their
relationship to the end of the world, why not obtain a copy of the
authoritative 320-page book, “Let God Be True”, turn to the chapter,
“The End of the World,” and learn for yourself what the Bible has
to say on this matter? A contribution of only 35¢ for “Let God Be
True” will algo brlng vou a free copy of the 32-page booklet, The Joy
of All the People. A study of these two publications, together with
your Bible, will bring you joy in place of fear. Use the coupon below

for convenience. W

WATCHTOWER 117 Adams St, Brooklyn 1, N. Y.

Please send me my copies of “Let God Be True” and The Joy of All the People.
Enclosed find 35c.

Name Btreat

City Zone No. ...... State
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