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THE MISSION OF THIS JOURNAL

News sources that are able to keep you awake to the vital lasues
of oun Hmes must be unfettered by censorship and selfish interests.
«Awake!” has no fetters. It recognizes facts, faces facts, is free to
publish facts. It is not bound litical ambitions or obligations; it is
unhampered by advertisers whose toes must not be trodden on; it is
unprejudiced by traditional creeds. This journal keeps itself free that
it may speak freely to you. But it does not abuse its freedom. It
maintains integrity to fruth. '

“Awake " uses the regular news channels, but is not dependent on
them. Its own correspondents are on all continents, in scores of nations,
From the four corners of the earth their uncensored, on~the-scenes
reports come to you throtgh these columns. This journal’s viewpoint
is not narrow, but is international. Itis read in many nations, in many
languages, by persons of all ages. Through its pages many fields of
knowledge pass in review-—government, commerce, religion, history,
geograph , science, social conditions, natural wonders—why, its cover-
age is as, broad as the earth and as high as the heavens.

“Awake]” pledges itself to righteous principles, to expcking hidden
foes and subtle dangers, to championing freedom for all, to comforting
mourners and strengthening those disheartened by the failures of a
delinquent werld, reflecting sure hope for the establishment of a right-
eous New World, : '

Get acquainted with “Awake!” Keep awake by reading “Awake!”
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This Warring World

WAR is a hateful thing. The history
of this world is the history of its
wars written in human hlood. Nor is the
record of slaughter that began when
Coin warred against his brother com-
pleted; the elnsing chapters of this grue-
some history of wickedness have vet to
be written, which means that the blood
of multitudes more will be spilled before
thi; warring world comes to its violent
end.,

War has been defined as “the last re-
sort for the settlement of disputes”
( Encyclopedia Americana), “the use of
organized force between two human
groups pursuing contradictory poliey”
(Encyclopedia Britannica), “a econtinua-
tion of politics by other means” (Clause-
wita, the famous Prussian war philoso-
pher). War i3 a most amazing phenom-
enon In which the in- :
stinet of self-preserva-
tion is ignored. An army
displays ruthless de-

basc qualities of brutes and leaves in its
wake wounded, exhausted and mutilated
soldiers and martyred civilian popula.
tions.

A lover of peace and righteousness,
after reading such a preface, would pre-
fer to close the book and turn away from
this bloody history. But to do so leaves
vne dangerously ignorapt of vital infor-
mation so necessary in this twentieth
century, when preparations are being
made for full-scale atomic warfare. It is
therefore with a sense of duty and neces-
gity that one bricfly considers the hiatory
of this war-torn world.

Ancient historians were so careless in
their details, and the ink is so faded, it
i3 next to impossible to get more than an
estimate on the number of casnalties in
ancient wars, Commanders often inten-
tionally falsify their re-
ports for the purpose of
deceiving the enemy.
Sometimes no distine-

struetion of a harmless
and peaceable people on
the onme hand, and, on
the other, a nation en-
dures the greatest
amount of suffering for
the sake of its liberties.
(lorified by the war-
mongers 8% A demon-
stration of bravery and
self-sacrifice, war in its
reality is most often a
manifestation of the
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tion was made in the
number killed by the
enemy and those that
died of wounds, diseas-
eg and aceidents, Some-
times no distinction was
made between prisonera
of war and those miss-
ing in action. All of
which 1makes it neces-
sary to limit the stody
of statistica to more
modern times.
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Of all the nations of the world France
has suffered the greatest losses in hu-
man life during the last three centuries.
During the seventeenth century she spent
64 years at war; in the eighteenth cen-
tury, 52 years; in the nineteenth century,
32 years. Practically half the time she
was fighting. Of the 1,700 battles fought
in Europe during this period France en-
gaged in 1,079, The Ausiro-Hungarian
empire was second only to France ia the
number of lives she sacrificed on the
altar of patriotism. The following tabu-
lation of casualties for a few of the
major wars gives a partial picture of
the ghastly hor-~rs of history.

Wars Date Casualties
Seven Years’ War 1756-1763 483,000
Napolconic Wam  1796-1815 6,000,000
7. 3.-British 1812-1815 50,000
Rnsso-Turkish 1828-1829 100,000
U. S.-Mexican 1846-1848 50,000
Crimean 18541856 787 000
Italian 1859-1861 113,000
U. 8. Civil War  1861-1865 936,122
French-Mexican 1862-1867 6,604
Dano-Prussian 1864 8,321
Austro-Prussian 1866 106,494
Franco-German 1870-1871 710,000
Russo-Turkish 1877-1878 250,000
Chile-Peru-Bolivia 1879 25,119
British-So. African 1897 180,000
Spanish-American 1898 6,000
Russo-Japanese 1504-1505 550,000
Balkan Wars 1912-1913 108,000
Total 10,469,710

The Greater Lpsses

It is not an exaggeration to say that
the casualties among soldiers dne to ene-
my fire or other causes is small in com-
parison with the suffering imposed upon
civilian populations and non-combatants.
Conquering armies have pillaged towns,
raped the women, robhed them of their
necessities of life, and left them to die.
How many woinen, children and old men,
if not butchered and killed outright, have
heen maltreated and tortured and left
to suffer the rest of their lives will never

be known.
4

Other fruits of war include starvation
and disease. The historians Thucydides,
Diodorus and Tacitus tell how multi-
tudes of civilians died from these causes
when Athens, Syracuse and Rome were
besieged in ancient times. During the
Thirty Years’ War (1618-1628) 30,000
people are said to have lost their lives
in the sacking of Magdeburg. Starvation
killed 20,000 to 30,000 in Genoa during
the Napoleonic wars. In 1830 Poland lost
326,000 inhabitants due to disease among
its civiligns, Dumas, in his book Losses
of Life Caused by War,1n degeribing con-
ditions of the American Civil War, says:
“It 18 said that many of the northern
prisoners suffered from stomach trou-
bles, which caused them to evacuate
food without having assimilated it, and
that their comrades frequently became
so ravenously hungry that they went so
far as to search among their exerements
for non-digested particles of food to
wash off and eat.” Wars not only leave
behind disfigured and helpless creatures,
but they also breed death-dealing dis-
eases like typhus, cholera and typhoid
fever, Statistics reveal that venereal dis-
eases caused a larger number of hos-
pifalizations among soldiers than any
other disease. Here again these dis-

tresses wreak their greatest havoe upon

non-combatants and the generations that
follow.

World War 1

All the wanton destruction of previous
wars fades info insignificance when com-
pared with the conflagration during
1914-1918. Ninety-three percent of the
world’s population were involved in the
first world war, or about 1,700,000,000
people. When the two greatest armies
ever assembled in the field up to that
time, approximately 2,000,000 men on
each side, threw themselves at each oth-
er in 1914 they hoped to gain a quick
victory. But after six weeks of fighting
they found themselves stalemated in
trenches stretching from Switzerland to
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life-preserving efficiency of the medichl
corps, the casualty list of World War I1
climbed to a new high, as noted in the
following revised table.

CASUTALTIES OF WORLD WaR 11

Luxemburg 500
Netheriands 6,325
Denmark 7.10G
Norway 10,000
South Afriea 23,044
British Colonies 28,057
New Zealand 31,476
Bulgaria 38,000
Finland 52,609
Czechus]qvak'ia. 60,000
Australia 69,198
Canada 82,453
Rumania 100,000
India 100,446
Belgium 109,095
Philippines 118,442
Greece 147,600
Ttaly 301,494
United Kingdom 574,852
Austria 700,000
France 747,710
United States 1,135,004
Yugoslavia 1,685,000
China 3,178,063
Poland 5,265,800
Japan 5,758,338
Germany 9,500,000
T.S. 8. R. 15,000,000

Total 44 835 196

Vatican sources set the number of
casualties even higher, The total dead,
they say, were 22,060,000, and the num-
ber wounded, 34,400,000,

Measuring the cost of these two twen-
tieth-century global wars in money, they
also surpass all other wars. The nine-
teen vears of Napoleonic Wars were said
to cost $15,000,000,000. Added to this the
cost of all other wars thereafter, both
small and great, up to 1914, there was at
least $40,000,000,000 spent to destroy
life. And how does the cost of World
‘War I compare with this? It was over

eight times as great as of the previous’

two hundred years’ wars, or $337,980,-
6

579,6571 On July 1, 1946, there was still
$15,000,000,600 of World War I debts
unpaid. As for the cost of World War I1,
it ran Into astronomical figures amount-
ing to more than a thousand billion dol-
lars, $1,160,991,463,084, or more than
three times as great as the cost of World
War I!

It is easy to see from this ¢hat war Is
the direct caunse for national debts and
inflations that follow. The Committee on
Public Debt Policy says: “Five times in
the nation’s history we have incurred
great national debts—all of them to fi-
nance wars.” Whereas in 1860 the na-
tional deht was $406 per family, and in
1920, $1,147, by 1946 it had rocketed to
$7,009 per family.

Behold the “Last Days”!

When, 2,000 years ago, the disciples of
that wise Nazarene named Jesus asked .
Him when the e¢nd of this present wicked
world wonld come, and when His right-
eoug kingdom would be established, He
gaid to them, among other things: “Ye
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:
see that ve be not troubled: for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is
not vet. For nation sball rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be famines, and pesti-
lences, and earthquakes, 1n divers places.
All these are tlie beginning of sorrows.”
(Matthew 24:6-8) Can there be any
doubt that this great prophecy began to
be fulfilled in 1914% Where in all the past
history of this warring world prior to
1914 had there been a mass rising of
‘nation agailnst nation, and kingdom
against kingdom’? The overwhelming
evidence proves beyond all doubt that
1914 marked the beginning of a period of
time when wars, famines, pestilences and
earthquakes would bepin to eome in con-
centrated doses as foretold, According
to a Harvard University analysis as re-
ported by Collier's magazine of Septem-
ber 29, 1945, World War 1 was seven
{imes as great as the previous 801 major

AWAKE!



wars that have oceurred sinee 500 B.C.
And on the game basis of analysis World
War 1l eould, no doubt, be shown to be
four times as ygreut as World War L
{For statistical proof that earthquakes,
famines, and pestilences have accompa-
nied these global wars since 1914 see
previous issues of dwake! November 22,
1946, May 22, 1947, June 22, 1947.)

One would think that the world would
be tired of bloodshed and human ecar-
nage; but 1t is not, In spite of past his-
tory, and in spite of the desire for peace
among the common people, the leaders of
this war-crazy world at present are in &
feverish armament race on a seale here-
tofore unknown. Instead of disarming
after World War II, a survey shows that
at the present time the standing armies
of the world number 19,000,000 and are
maintained at a yearly cost of $27,400,.
000,000. Many more billions of dollars
are conecealed in research expenditurcs
for the development and improvemeut of
A-bombs, guided missiles, jet planes,
dealh-dealing radioactive elouds and
bacteriological warfare. After nearly

two vears of wrangling in the U. N. Se- .

curity Council the piling up of A-bombs
continuves. The stock-piling of sirategic
war materials continues among the na-
tions, with the TTnited States bunilding a
ple worth over $2,000,000,000. New
secret submarines faster and more dead-
ly than anything heretofore known are
now being built at a cost of $16,5060,000
each. Bombs weighing 25,000 pounds,
bigger than any used in the recent war,
are being tested. Airfields for atomic
warfare are now being rushed to com-
pletion in Aleska, which is said to be
the most “strategic spot on earth”. Blocs
are being formed, the world is being split
mto militory camps, and hemisphere de-
fense is being pushed for all it is worth.
Compulsory military training is congid-
ered by many to be essential to survival.
And headlines in the New York Times of
July 21 announced: “Ordnance makers
ready for orders. Larger demands antiei-
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pated when Congress completes Army-
Navy unifieation.”

Snch preparation for war is exactly
as foretold by the prophet Joel: “Pro-
claim ye this among the nations; prepare
war; stir up the mighty men; let all the
men of war draw near, Jet them come up.
Beat your plowshares into swords, and
your pruning-hooks into spears: let the
weak say, I am strong. Haste ye, and
come, all ye nations round about, and
gather yourselves together.” (3:9-11,
Am. Stan, Ver.). In view of such proph-
ecy, and in view of the facts in fulfill-
ment of such prophecy, it is sheer folly
and gross hypocrisy to believe and
preach that any so-called “United Na-
tions” organization ean and will cstab-
lish peace in this warring world. As &
sample of how the leaders of this world
talk peace while at the same {ime they
prepare for war we note ’resident Tru-
man’s Chrirtmas message, 1946, in which
he said: “With faith and courage we
shall work to hasten the day when the
sword 1s replaced by the plowshure and
the nations do not learn war anymore’.”
Their actions belie their mouthings.

Responsibility for Wars

Only by understamling the causes of
the terrible wars in these latter days is
it possible to explain ‘why intelligent
men in this twentieth century engage in
such inhuman butchery. The &sinister
power that is driving this warring world
on to its final destruction is the god of
this world, Satan the Devil, and his in-
vigible demons. This wicked one who 18
responsible for all the past wars of his-
tory is now hringing great woes npon
the pecople in a final effort to turn all
creatures away from Jehovah God and
His kingdom of righteousness, as il i
written in Revelation 12:9, 12: “And the
great dragon was cast out, that old ser-
pent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast
out into the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him. . . . Woe to the in-
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habiters of the earth and of the sea! for
the devil is come down unto you, having
great wrath, because he knoweth that he
hath but & short time.”
Polities, commerce and religion are
much a part of the Devil’s present
med world, It is not necessary to make

a commentary on the respomsibility of

political dictators and gant commer-
cial eartels for the wara. As for the reli-
gious elergy, everyone knows they inst-

gated the Crusade slanghters and the

religious wars that ended in the Thirty-

Years' War, which latter war, the En-
cyclopedia Britawmica saye, was “the
most horrible single military episode in
western history”. As for demonr on’s
responeibili ) .
George Willis Cooke, in 1919, writing in
the Chicago Umity, said: _
Christisnity hes betrayed itself body and
soul. The attitude of the churches in this coun-
try, and in even grealer degree in the oiher
countries, has not been such as to inspire
{aith in their sinecarity. To a very large extent
they have abandined Christianity for patriot-
ism. They heve been committed to a brutal,
revengeful, and savage lust for war and all
the worst that war demands. . . . The most
aruel, heartless, and revengeful demands made
in behalf of war have come from Christian

pulpits on bath sides.

for World War L “Bev.” .

The Detroit Free Press, August §,
1919, in speaking of the

onsitality of
the adlergy for World War 1, said:

They joined the mogt rampapeous of our
jingoist and war-af-any-price- patriots in
aronsing the belligerent passions of the peo-
ple . . . Nearly all of them sould be brevetted
faor distinguished service in boosting the hu-
man slanghtering game . . . Indeed the min.
isters in all the belligerent eouniries engen-
dered so much passion and viclense that it
might be calted their war,

Ample testimony counld be cited to
prove that the clergy during World
War 1 followed y the game course
as in former yeara. Catholies and Prot-
estants of the Axis powers fought against
Catholice and Protestante of the Allied

armies, and on hoth sides the elergy
blessed the soldiers and prayed for vie-
tory.

This ¢xplaina why Christians who are
‘not of this world’ (John 17:16) have
nothing to do with its religion, politics
and commerce, nor its wars. With eon.
fidence these lovers of righteousness an-
nounce that when this devilish warring
world comes to its finel end at Arma-

don it will be replaced by Jehovah

’s Theocratic Tule under Christ the
Prince of Peace. Only then will there be
No MOore WAar.
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Torrid Zones of the cAtmosphere
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Dreamerns who think they will tzavel fo the moan in & rockst ship will
S be interested to learn what they will pana through. Hearetofore it was
B thonght that sbove seven miles’ height there was a constant tempera-
A B8 tarc of 67 dagrees below eero Falmenhbeit. Tho thermometers, however, that
mnﬂuhﬂbﬁemd&dmnpuﬁhﬂmdgﬂﬂm

bronght baek gome revealing information, Between 30 and 40 miles up there is a
torrid zone in which the heat resches 170 dogyees. Then, between 40 and 50 miles the
tamperntundmplu[nwulbﬂdnpﬂhlwmsﬁﬂhi;ha,hdwnmﬁﬂmdiﬂ
miled therw ig a terrifis heat zone estimaied to resch 638 degresa, 'What lies beyund
that is anybody's guesa. Only lhe “Junatice”, those persans that ars struek with the
idea that some day they will travel o the moon, wre probahly the ones that are worrisd
vary mush whather the thermometer hits absoluta gero or the boiling poimt of tungstem,
Kinw most people are sontent ko dwell npon tha earth, where the Crestor plaeed them.
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pel the covering darkness evil-doers love,
and their bubble would burst. (John
3:19-21) Becoming specifie, let us review
some utterances of men that darken un-
derstanding and push into the shadows
Christ’s kingdom, but which polish to
dazzling brilliance men’s international
political creation.

Religion Helps Shape the Charter

Overblessed by worldly religions, un-
blessed by God—that is the plight of the
United Nations. In 1945 many nations
assembled at San Francisco to adopt a
eharter for the resurrected league of fa-
tioms. Many religions assembled there;
but so disunited were they that they
could not agree on how to pray or to
what god to pray; so the conference
opened prayerless, ‘A minute of “silence
and soiemn meditation” was the com-
promise adopted, Nevertheless, the re-
ligions spirit so saturated the atmos-
phere that the Protestant Federal Coun-
ctl Bulletin reported: “The opening of
the Conference reflected far more than
did the Versailles conference a sense of
dependence upon God.” Later this bulle-
tin' elaimed that the seope of religious
activity in relation to the establishment
of the United Nations was “without prec-
edent in the experience of American
Frotestantism”. | _

Protestant, Catholic and Jewish reli-
giong bombarded the international poli-
ticians with religious peace proposals,
and according to a Catholic Hierarchy
report this combined counsel “undeni-
ably had a great effect on the Charter
which emerged from San Franeiscay.
But these groups did more than pam-
phleteer: in certain sessions they were
allowed to sit in and advise. By this ar-
rangement Hierarchy proposals were
written into the charter on at least nine
points, the Catholic press claimed, and
councilmen for Protestantism chimed
put their ciaims that they influenced the
formulation of “five amendments dealing
with human rights and fundamental
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freedoms”. VYes, rights and freedoms
that spiritually sick Protestantism wifl
compromise and forget at a frown from
Caesar; while, in the words of Supreme
Court Justice Frank Murphy, some de-
spised minoerity such as 'ﬁahwah’s wit-
neszes will test the world’s devotion to
its own ideals. |

In her press column of June 26, 1945
Eleanor Roosevelt said that she “sould
not help but think that the representa-
tives who have been working on the
charter out in 8an Francisco have la-
hored to bring forth something which
will prepare the way for that kingdom of
God on earth which we poor, faulty ho-
man beings have been o long awaiting”.
Sinking even lower in misapplying
Seripture, clergyman Henderson Shina,
of Ohio, emoted on July 29, 1945: “‘Say
among the nations that the Liord reign-
eth ... . He shall judge the people tight-
enusli',’ The clear word of the psalmist,
translated into terms of modern applica-
tion, was definitely heard in the Fﬁl’lﬂﬂ-
lation of the Charter of the United Na-
tions. The Charter, as finally written,
embodies many changes recommended
by thoughtful Christians of different
communions . . , Let no one say that
the voice of the Christian peoples of the
world 1s of no effect in the international
political- councils, That voice has heen
heard and heeded.” Even the cautious -
and wily Pope Pius XII at that time
“expressed deep satisfaction with the
grugreas and accomplishments of the

an Francisco Conference”.

- Obviously pleased with  themselves,
the world-loving religions meddled more
in polities by urging in Senate commit-
tee hearings the adoption of the charter
by the Umted States. Typiesl is the re-
port puhlished in the New York Zimes
of July 13, 1945:

The support of the Federal Couneil of the
Churches of Christ in Ameriga was put be-
fore the committee by a communication from
Rishop (. Bromley Oxnam, council president,
to Chairman Connally, The statement said
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that the council believed the Charter offered
mankind an important means of achieving a
just and durable peace ; that it was the “clear
duty” of the government to ratify it quickly,
and that Christians had a responsibility to
help create the determination to use fully
the procedures provided by the Charter.

Rabbi James A. Wax presented & paper on
behalf of the Central Conference of Ameri-
can Rebhis, the conclusion of which was as
follows : “Because of the promise of peace and
international eo-operation that the TUnited
Nations Charter will bring immediately, be-
cause of the horrible sacrifices and devasta.
tion of war which all good men seek to avoid,
because of the promise of the ullimate estad-
lishment of the Lingdom of God that we see in
i, we American Rabbis, speaking for our-
selves and for the men and women whom we
serve and lead, plead for the speedy ratifica-
tion by the Senate of the United States of
the United Nations Charter. We are confident
that the hlessings of God will rest upon all
men who participate in speedily making this
charter the accepted law of the nations.
[1talics added]

Not to cause the bosom of the world
religions to swell with unpardonable
pride, but to clinch the point that they
shared in shaping the TUnited Nations
Charter, we quote the sop President
Truman cast to the religionists. In his
speech to the Federal Council of Church-
es of Christ in America, in Coluinbus,
Ohio, on March 6, 1946, the president
poured out these oily phrases:

There is no problem on this earth tough
enough to withstand the flame of a genuine
renewal of religious faith. And some of the
problems of today will yield to nothing less
than that kind of revival. . . . As among
men, so among nations, nothing will do more
to maintain the peaee of the world than their
rigorous application of the principles of our
ancient religion, We have tried to write into
the charter of the United Nations the .essence
of religion. By these prineiples the United
Nations bave laid the framework of the char-
ter on the sound roek of religious principles.

SEPTEMBER 8, 1947

But are the religious principles sup-
plied by worldly religions a sound rock?
Hardly, when the Scriptural rock foun-
dation of Christ has been rejected by
these religions for an illicit love affair
with world politics. The foundation is
not rock, but sand, and the structure
erected thereon will prove a washout at
Armageddon’s storm, as Jesus foretold.
(BMatthew 7:24-27) But religion is not
content with supplying a sandy founda-
tion of principles; it woos to become a
full partner. A boid advance in this di-
rection was made by the World Council
of Christians and Jews, & religious com-
bine of 105 denominations from 35 coun-
tries and boasting leadership over more
than 175,000,000 persons. The New York
Times of April 6, 1947, reported that
this World Council had applied for affili-
ation with UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization), which application was
warmly endorsed and supported by the
United States state department.

U.N. ‘Stands in the Holy Place’

The Bible declares that Christ and His
kingdom are the only way of salvation.
Christendom’s clergy and politicians dis-
agree. The sponsoring comnmittee of the
World Congress of Religion, to be held
in Boston next October and bringing to-
gether religious leaders of all faiths from
more than fifty countries, urged united
religious support of the United Nations
because “unfaltering and loyal support
of the United Nations and its leadership
can vet save us”, (Chicago Sun, July 3,
1947) On April 13 of this year Unitari-
ans 1n Washington, D.C., heard a plea
that “Christianity should recognize the
United Nations as a foree which also
has a role of salvation.” The American
Unitarian Association president, Dr.
Eliot, fumed: “Christianity must aban-
don its claim to a monopoly of the way
to salvation,” Only a few days earlier
Benjamin Cohen, assistant secretary
general of the United Nations, told a re-
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Hgious assembly in New York city that
“the message of the Charter of U. N. was
becoming the gospel of mankind”, Thns
they seek to replace Christ’s kingdom
with the U. N.

The kingdom of Christ is the hope of

the world, says the Bible; but religious
hypocrites say the United Nationg.is. Dr.
Nolde, representative of the Federal
Conncil of Churches at the San Francis-
eo Conference, said: “The hope of man-
kind is now fixed on the United Nations
organization.” In Jannary of this year

Cardinal Spellman vowed: “1 avow be-

fore the world that the precious peace
which all men crave will never _come to
pass until a strong, loyal United Na-
tions, nndaunted, believes and lives the
motto of our United States ‘In God is onr
Trust’.” Not long ago Henry Wallace, at
Madison Square Garden in New York
city and over a nation-wide hookup, said:
“There is but one hope for world peace
—the United Nations,” Last Christmas
America’s Bible-quoting president did

lip service to Christ but showed how dis-~

tant his heart was from Christ's king-
dom when he acclaimed the United Na-
tiong as “the world’s hope for peace”.

In his religiously phrased Christmas
sermon President Truman also said:
“With faith and courage we shall work
to hasten the day when the sword is re-
placed by the plowshare and the nations
do not ‘learn war any more’.,” Seventeen

days Iater Senator Vandenburg sue-

cumbed. to the temptation to toy with

these same rhythmiec Bible truths while

- discussing the international forums, say-
ing, “This process of reciprocal candor
is one of the major forces which can beat
swords into plowshares on the anvils of
mntual understanding and good-will.”
But conseientious Bible readers know
that Jehovah God through Christ is the
only force that will fulfill the prophecies
of a warless new world, and not politi-
cians intent on universal military train-
i.u% and war preparedness,

tanding in the holy place! Yes, as
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firmly as a flood of grandiose speeches
can. put the United Nations there. But
that will prove to be not so firtm in the
end. Just as infirm, in fact, as the reli-
gionizing at the time of what the public
press called the “eonsecration”, not dedi-
cation, of the United Nations site in New
York, The ubiquitous Spellman opened
the ceremony with the solemn declara-
tion that “this portion of America” was
now set apart to be “a temple of peace”,
Mayor O'Dwyer declared the site for the
world capital was “hallowed ground”,
All thie palaver was reported in the
New York Times, April 14, 1947.

A Plastered Abomination

In their mntual love-making cleries
and politicos bandy about Seripture
texts and misapply them to the United
Nations. The Bible does foretell the
League of Nations, its demise, and its
resurrection as the United Nations; but
political clergymen and religious politi-
cians shy from these texts. The seven-

~teenth chapter of Revelation rightly

prophesies that this political creatieon
would be plastered with names full of
blasphemy. Christ Jesus foretold it as
an “abomination of desolation” that
would “stand in the holy place” reserved
by Grod for His heavenly kingdom.—Mat-
thew 24 15,

The worldly religions, in their haste
to woo and win the United Nations, have
been taken in the same noose that snared
the Jewish religionists of Jesus’ day,
The scribee and Pharisees | rejected
Christ and said, “We have no king but
Cesar.” They chose an alliance with
Rome, an abomination to (God, and in the
unhappy end were desclated. Since 1914
Christ’s kingdom has been established

see “Let God Be True”, pages 185-196,
«43-255), but rebellious Christendom re-
Jeeted it and tried to set in the “holy
place” first the League of Nations and
now the United Nations, They woo the
international combine, and win it. Buat
with it they shall fall.—Daniel 2: 44.
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OUSEWIVES find it diffi-

cult to follow the ever-
chungmg opinions of learned
econoruists who analyze the ris-
ing cost of living, The reason
for this is that the condition of prosper-
ity, or lack of it, of one nation affects to
somc cxtent the status of other nations.
The economist must measure these vari-
able facts and correctly interpret each
shadow of change in them if he 13 to make
& correct forecast. Because his observa-
tions are often confined to the realm of
theory, which is never entirely accurate,
his learned opinions are generally shat-
tered by any sudden turn of events. But,
however inexact the scicnee of economics
when it comes to foretelling the cost of
tea in China, a general knowledge of eco-
nomies will explain to & great extent the
couses for the present high cost of
living.

The financial experts often take leave
of the common down-to-earth level and
fiy away in a cloud of fignres. Very few
of them say outright what they all know:
that the chief eause of the high cost of
living is the great expense of war. On
April 1 the national debt stood at $257,-
766,305,359, which atounted tomore than
$1,800 indebtednese for ev-
ery man, woman and child
in the United States. From
1943 to 1946, the vears of
heavicst spending for war
and war agencies, the gov.
ernment borrowed at an un-

precedented rate. By spend-
ing more than its receipts
the government plunged it-
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self $181,000,000,00¢0 farther
into the red during those four
vears alone! Victory was cost-
ly and it has not been paid
for. While many regard these
expenditures as necessary to the prose-
cution of the war, it is not clear to them
how this affects the high cost of living,

It has frequently been stated that in-
flation is a form of taxation. It is resort.
ed to because the effect is not so imme-
diately felt as in more direct taxation.
Stripped of its complexilies this is how
inflation works: In order to make the
tremendous purchases required for war,
the government borrows extensively,
then buys and uses up the goods and
services purchased. Thus the national
resources are depleted, but there is left
an excess of currency, because the gov.
ernment borrows, and issues bonds and
currency from the treasury fo cover its
indebtedness. This increase in currency
in circulation is used to buy the de-
creased total of commodities, and this
in turn accounts for & general higher
prire seale due to greater scarcity of
materials. The purpose of the OPA was
to put an artifieia] brake on demand, that
is, limit demand, and distribute the
smaller supply equitably.
But the difference between
a controlled economy and
inflation is largely psycho-
iogical. Whether the people
prefer to do without be-
cause of rationing, or Le-
canse the price is too high
for the average pockethook, ™
the results are the same.




The depletion of supplies is the basie
headache in either a controlled or free
economy, and war is the primary cause
for the depletion.

But, now that the war is over, why
does the price of goods continue high?
In considering the causes for this eondi-
tion one’s view must be expandéd beyond
the domestic problems to take in the
needs of Hurope and Asia, The hunger
of the German frau and the French
ferpme affects the Ameriecan housewife
whether she realizes it or not. When
the European shivers in his bomb-
vented house the tremor goes around the
world. It is now a small world whose
tronbles in one loeality are transmitted
along the mnerve stream of commerece
produeing reflexes in other parts of the
body global,

The whole world needs food, steel,
building materials, chemicals, and many

other basic industrial commeodities which-

America, as the great undamaged indus-
trial center, produces. Although the total
of all exports to Europe in 1946 was only
6.6 billion dallars, or only 3.4 percent of
the food and services produced in Amer-
ica, yet this depletion, however com-
mendable from the humanitarian view-
point, adds to the pressure that pushes
prices up. Meat-hungry Europe reveals
ita degperation when its offers for meat
are four cents a pound higher than even
America’s own inflated domestic price,
Thus competition was a contributing
cause for the June price of beef on the
hoof at 283 cents to compare with 21 cents
on the black market when OPA ceilings
were 18 and 19 cents. This shows, then,
how domestic inflation adds to dollar-
poor Kurope’s plentiful troubles and in
the end boomerangs on Ameriea’s turbu-
lent sea of domnestic problems.

Who Ja to Blame?

In situations like this, which bring
present pain and future disaster, it is
ceustomary to look for a scapegoat. Vari-
ous ones have been nominated as the nn-
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lncky culprit: capital, labor, Republi-
cans, Democrats, Congress (for remov-
ing OPA restrictions), and the pecple
themselves (for wanting a postwar spree
of buying). But each of thege in turn en-
deavors to escape the odium resembling
that of a seapegoat. President Truman,
in his Jefferson Day speech, tried to dis-
elaim any responsibility for the present
conditiona by lamenting the present high
cost of living and the possibility of a fu-
ture deflation. However, the devout hope
that a disastrous price break will not
come before the 1948 election is undoubt-
edly the private talk of the Democrats.
But, since the witeh-hunt is on, it is not -
surprising that the executive finger-
pointing is in almost any direction that
will divert attention away from the
White House,

Across the nation a few merchants
took up the president’s ery for reduced
prieces in the hope that wholesalers and
manufacturers would in turn cut prices.
A notable example of this was in New-
buryport, Massachusetts, where the ma-
jority of merchants reduced prices 10
percent. However, their noble experi-
ment falled and had to he abandoned
through lack of co-operation on the part
of manufacturers and wholesalers. In
general, the price level was litile affected
by Truman’s drive for lower prices.

Soaring Price of Food

The price of farm products has
climbed the most steeply, with the result
that the farmers as a ciags have enjoyed
the greatest prosperity in the history of
the United States, On August 4, corn hit .
a new high of $2.23 per bushel, while
wheat renched $3.23}4 and hogs $30 per
hundredweight this spring, This ig in
contrast with the early 193%’5, when corn
fell to a disastrous low of 10c¢ a bushel
and hogs brought $3 per hundredweight.
Since the beginning of 1946 food prices
have accounted for about 70 percent of
the increase in living cost.

According to the Buresn of Labor

AWAEKE!



Statistics, April 19, 1947, food prices
were 130 percent ahove the 1939 level,
while ail other commodities were only
63 percent above the 1939 average. Farm
products stood at 169 percent ahove 1939.
From thisit would appear that all farm-
ers were riding on a tidal wave of pure
gold. But this is hardly the case. With-
out question, Big Farming, like Big Busi-
ness, has grown preponderously fat, but
the average farmer fecls the pressure of
the rising cost of living as do other aver-
age people, The small farmer who has
to buy corn for his hogs and chickens nt
$2 a bushel instead of 10e indignantly
objects to being called a profiteer, and
rightly so, (trantéd that food prices are
away out of ling, has no one ever heard

of “the middle man” that gets all the.

gravy? The small southern farmer who
ie paid an all-titne high of 38¢ a pound
for his cottun wonders who piles up the
diffevence between that and the ¢35 he
pays for a white shirt. .

Since food prices take great jumps
from time to time, as much gs 18 percent
I a six-week period, economic reporls
soon become out of date. One way the
housewife can estimate the rise of the
cost of food from week to week is to com-
pute the cost of one quart of milk, one
dozen eggs, one half-pound of butter,
one loaf of bread, and one half-pound
of bacon, and then compare thig with the
1939 cosl of 93 cents, In 1946, through-
ont the nation the cost was about $1.60.
This year it is much higher.

The VFicious Circle

Orgenized labor, buziness, industry,
capital and stockhgolders constitutc a
favored, if not happy, group. Around
this group rages one of the most heated
controversies c¢oncerning the responsi-
bility for the inercase in cost of living,
Labor unions paint industry as the mon-
ster devouring widows’ houses, while in-
dustry denounces labor’s inordinate de-
mands for wage increases as the red
dragon of inflation. Thus, while these
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forees fight it out, and chase each other
up the spiral staircase to the dizzy
heights of inflation, each progressiva
wage Increase being matched by a corre-
sponding price increase for the commod-
ity made, the party of the third part, the
general publie, whose wages have gener-
ally lagged at about 70c per hour while
labor’s went to $1.16 base rate, carries
the erushing burden of Lthe high cost of
living. When the soft-coal miners recent-
ly won a raise of 44¢ an hour, bringing
the daily wage to $13.05 for inside work,
and Lhe hard-coal mipers won an 1In-
crease of $1.20 a day, it siinply mcant
that the price of coal would be raised
to more than pay the wage 1mncreases.

Supporting her claims for inereased
wages, labor presents these arguments:
corporation earnings in 1946 woere &t &
record high, $12,000,000,000; that corpo-
ration earnings are predicted to go to
fifteen to seventeen biltion dollars for
1947; that some corporations have in-
creased profits by 300 percent since 1945,
Bulwarked by these argumecnts labor
contends that another round of wage in-
ercases 18 the order of the day.

On the other side of the ledger, busi.
ness execuiives complain that, despite
high profits, the over-all profit average
was but seven tu eight percent in 1946;
that wages amounted to about seven
times profit, or about fifty percent of
cost, and that s general wage increase
of {ifteen percent would consequently
wipe out profits; that no certainty cxasts
that profits will continue higher, and
that therefore reserves must be main-
tained; 1hat stockbolders are entitled to
inereascs to meet their rising coat of-
hiving.

But no matter to which school of
thought one leans it must be admitted
that any appreciable increases in wages
will he followed by price increases. In
the vicious circle any blanket increase in
wages means another rise in prices. Thus
the people are caughi in the vortex of
inflation.
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Spotting the Real Balloons

Emerging from this analysis it seems
fairly evident that relief will not come
by pregidential decree. Nor does one lo-
cate the cause for the rising cost of liv-
ing by following along the line of vision
in which executive finger-pointing ex-
tends. There is another direction in
which to look, the matter of taxation,
which is generally overlooked when con-
pidering the rising cost of living. Since
1939, the increase in taxes has amounted
to 169 percent. Taxes now take out one-
fourth to one-third of the national in-
come, which is presently estimated to be
between 168 and 176 billion dollars. The
high cost of government, along with
the wars it snpports, which mmst be
paid for by taxation, is nndoubtedly the
greatest single cause for the rising cost
of living. Up, up, they go, higher and
higher, these government gas-bag bal-
loons ! The Federal government alone is
now costing about $35,000,000,000 a year
in peacetime, to contrast with the total
cost of government before 1910, which
never reached over $800,000,000 in any
one year, The total expenditures of gov-
ernment from 1789 for the eleven years
through 1800 were less than $6,000,000!

And why the high cost of government?
Well, besides the great appropriations
that are made for the army and navy in
thig time of peace (1) the government
spends millions of dolars of the people’s
tax money to buy potatoes, and kerosene
in which to soak the potatoea so they are
not fit for human consumption, in order
to boost higher the high cost of living.
Numb-brained politicians in this time of
famine not only have eurbed the potato
crop for this year, but demand that the
wheat acreage be reduced next year.
Said the secretary of agricultnre, Clin-
ton P. Anderson, according to the United
Press: “I am going to see that our wheat
program tapers off next year.” Behold,
what fools these mortals be!

After considering the complex factors
which contribute to the high cost of liv-
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ing, housewives will probably concluds
that they cannot eat sfatistics, and, like
one who was urged to rupport a buyers’
strike, will ask if anyone has come up
with a substitute for food. Such individ-
uals may agree that the high costs of gov-
ernment and war are the cause of the
high .cost of living, but, since they can-
not punectnre such balloons, they concen-
trate their efforts on the things within
their grasp, such as food budgets.

If food is the erux of the family’s im-
mediate trouble, the industrious may ap-
ply snch home remedies as the “victory
gardens”, Those who cultivated such
small home gardens this last season
know that they paid dividends double
what they did during the war. A flock
of chickens along with a garden in the
back yard brings to the table meat and
eggs together with vegetables. Women
may also profitably turn their attention
to sewing for the children and dreas-
making for themselves. Dollars can be
saved during a year by turning the worn
collars on hubby’s shirts. Husbands, if
they do not already know, may also save
money by learning to use a pipe-wrench,
hammer and hoe.

Bnt all these remedies are scarcely
more than ineffective aspirin for & na-
tional headache in & war-weary world.
They are not a cure for man’s woes. EKu-
rope, which the Allies strained every ef-
fort to destroy, must now be rebnilt to a
large extent by the same hand. It is in-
deed a sad commentary on man’s bond-
age to Satan the Devil, the god of this
wicked world and the great fomenter of
war, who lays his burden heavily npon
both the conquerors and the conquered.
The proud boastings of those who said
that they would establish freedom from
fear and want in this so-called postwar
world have eome to nought. Man’s pres-
ent dilemma is snfficient evidence that
only a righteous, Theocratic government
under eontrol of Jehovah God and Christ
Jesus ean and will establish peace and
prosperity for men of good-wili.

AWARE!]
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14 ERE is no god but Allah, and

Mohammed is his prophet.” That is
the essence of religion for some two or
three hundred million of this earth’s in-
habitants. They speak of it as Islam,
meaning “complete surrender (or sub-
mission) to God”, and of themselves as
Moslems, “those having surrendered
themselves.” In thease deys of political
unrest Moslems represent a peculiarly
aggressive and unylelding factor in such
lands as Palestine, India, Indonesia, ete.,
and therefore some information of their
background is timely.

Arabia, that parched peninsula in
southwestern Asia, is a little less than
half the size of the United States, Its in-
habitants are a Semitic people that claim
relationship to Abraham through his son
Ishmael. Down to the seventh century
of our common era, Arabia had no ceu-
tralized government, but was split up
into many tribes which were ever at war
with each other save for the four
“sacred” months of the year. A man
measured his wealth in camels, but his
most prized possessions were his chil-
dren, male children; for baby girls were
ponsidered a liability and were often
buried alive at Lirth. On the other band,
they loved to display hospitality and
generosity, even to an enemy, and among
their many forms of gambling was that
of gambling away camels for the benelit
of the poor. Polygamy and concuhinage
also were very common.

In those days the Arabs worshiped
the things of nature: sun, moon, stars,
stones (meteorites), and idols. They had
a vague notion regarding the existence
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of a supreme being,
whom they called
Allah; but consider-
ing him distant and
impartial, they made
lesser gods which
they thought would
take a personal in-
terest in their own-
era. All roads led to
Mecea, religionaly and commereially the
chief city of Arabia. That city not only
boasted itself of 360 idolg and the sacred
well Zem-Zem, from which, it was be-
lieved, Hagar obtained water for her
son Ishmael when he was dying of thirst,
but also the most revered object of all
Arabia, the keaba stone. According to
tradition, this stone, a meteor six by
eight inches in size and of a reddish-
brown color, came down from heaven to
Adam in Eden, was originally while, but
because of the sins of those that kisagti
it, gradually became dark. It was built
into the side of a building also called a
kanba, and a number of rites, such as
kissing it seven times, were associated
with it.

In this very idolatrous city of Meeca,
A.D. 570, there was born Mohammed,
“the praised” of the tribe of Koreish.
In his early twenties he was hired as a
caravan leader by the comely and
wealthy widow Kadijah. She proposed
to him, and, though some years young-
er than she, Mohammed readily accepted.
While Moslem traditions surround every
part of Mohammed’s life with the mirac-
ulous, these are so contradictory and
fantastic as not to merit serious comn-
sideration.

Although known as an “Ummy” be-
cause of being illiterate, Mohammed was
a shrewd and able businessman, had a
very keen understanding of human na-
tare, and because of his dependability
earned for himself the title “the Trust-
ful”. However, he was of a sorrowful
disposition and always meditating even
to tbe extent of neglecting Kadijah’s
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business. He used to hear voices which
he feared were those of the evil genii or
jinns, or what we would call demons.
But his wife went to great length to as-
sure him that so honest & man as he
- would not be annoyed by evil spirits and
that therefore these must be good genil
Still they made him 50 depressed that he
frequently contemplated suicide. These
messages were particularly strong when
he had fits or epileptic spells, to which
he had been subject since early child-
hood. In the year 610, when forty years
of age, he received what he believed to
be & message from the angel Gabriel,
which ended all doubts and assured him
that he was the prophet of Allah.

Mohammed, the Oralor

Feeling his way cautiously, Moham-
med began preaching secretly, his first
converts heing his wife and a devoted
friend, Abu Bekr, The first few years saw
but forty converts. As they increased he
began to preach openly, The Meccans
were skeptical and demanded miracles as
proof of his prophetic mission. Moham-
med replied that miracles were withhe%d
as a test of faith, that evil jsinns could
perform miracles, and then pointed to
the Koran, the book containing his mes-
sages, ostensibly from heaven and re-
corded by his secretaries, as “proof”. Al-
lah’s prophet was a fiery orator. And
what was his message? That he was sent
as & warner from God, the Creator; that
all other gods were idols; that belief and
good works would be rewarded by life
in paradise; and that failure to heed the
warning would be punished by eternal
~ torment after death, He called it the “re-
ligion of Abraham”, and his messages
abounded with references to Jewish tra-
ditions.

Such a radieal message, conflicting
with all the hoary traditions of Mecea,
soon brought on persecution. To escape
such some of his followers fled to Abys-
ginia. As more influential friends and rel-
gtives joined the movement the leaders
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of Meeca saw in this new religion =&
threat to the city’s prosperity, which was
largely due to its idol business, and so
presented an ultimatum to Mohammed's
uncle : either cauge him to quit preaching
or turn him over to us for punishment.
His uncle was unable to persuade Mo-
hammed to desist, and refused to sur-
render him, so the entire Hashim c¢lan
to whieh Mohammed belonged was ban-
ished from Mecca. After three weari-
some years the ban was lifted. Moham-
med found a hearing ear in pilgrims
from Yathrib. To escape assassination
Mohammed fled to this city, where he
was given a royal welcome, the city even
changing its name to Medina, “the city
of the prophet.,” This flight from Mecca
to Medina (about 270 miles) is known
as the Hegira (fight) and marks the be-
ginning of the Moslem era, A.H.; cor-
responding to A.D. 622,

Conversion by Conquest

Medina contained two powerful war-
ring Arabic and three wealthy Jewish
tribes. Mohammed first built a mosque,
then organized raids upon his old ene-
mies, the Koreish of Mecca, and soon be-
came the [eading figure of the city, Es-
pionage was organized, disaffection was
punished, and his following increased,
either from love of booty (hig raids be-
coming ever more successful) or from
the fear of bloody feuds, Thus gradually
the warning tolerant prophet of Mecca
was transformed to the warriug intoler-
ant despot of Medina,

Above all else, Mohammed wished to
be recognized as a prophet by the Jews,
and he made every possible concession
to win them. He decreed that Jerusalem
should he his kibla or direction of pray-
eT, and even told of a midnight journey
to heaven via_ Jerusalem and Jacob’s
ladder; but all to ne avail While elo-
quent of speech, he was weak In argu-
ment and repeatedly came off worst in
his discussion with the Jews., How he
smarted under their condeseension and
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ridicule! Time and agrin he publicly
prayed to Allah to be eased of a satirist
that was offending his dignity, and each
time his followers accommodated him by
assassinating the offender.

Mohammed soon found oecasion for
proceeding against all the Jews, one tribe
at a time: the first two tribes were ban-
ished, all their possessions being appro-
priated by the Moslems ; and the last one
waa executed, all of the more than 700
men being beheaded in the chief market
place, while the women and children
were gold into slavery, ¥From early dawn
until night ‘hy torchlight, Mohammed
viewed the executions with keen satis-
faction. His offer of full pardon to any
who would recognize him as prophet re-
vealed his real motive for this mass mur-
der; but not a single one accepted his
offer!

His Idea of Paradise

Mohammed’s teaching of fatalism and
that only the infidel’s sword separated
hig soldiers from a most sensuous para-
dise, filled with lovely black-eyed maid-
eng, made of pure musk (perfume}, with
swelling bogoms, and without any of the
frailties now common to the feminine
seX, all aided in building up Mohammed’s
army and making it well-nigh invincible,

One by one the Arahian tribes submitted,

and soon the idolatrous city of Mecea
emhbraced Islam at the point of the
sword, submitting to the destruction of
its 360 idols. A year later the kaaba cere-
mony was incorporated into Islam and
Iimited to Moslems. After the fall of
Mecca the remaining independent tribes
quickly tendered their ailegiance. All
Arabia now recognized Mohammed as
the prophet of Allah. Shortly thereafter,
A.D. 633, Mohammed died in the arms
of his favornte wife, Ayesha. While
some historians land Mohammed’s many
virtues, the fact remains that he showed
such only to those who recogmized him
as the prophet of Allah.

For twenty-five years Mohammed was

SEPTEMBER 8, 1947

loyal to Kadijah, she bearing two sons,
who died in infaney, and four daughters,
Fatima being his favorite and most
famous. Shortly after Kadijah's death,
at Medina, Mohammed, now in his mid-
dle fifties, began to acquire a barem,
adding wives and concubines as he grew
older and more foolish, until he had more

than a dozen. According to his favorite .

wife, Avesha, the girl he married when
she was but ten years old, Mohammed
loved, above all else, women, ﬁerfu.me
and food (except onions and garlic). Mu-
gicians and poets he consigned to hell.

Mohammed claimed that his book, the
Koran- (recitation or reading), was
brought from the highest to the lowest
heaven and there revealed to him in 1n-
stallments called suras (series). These
were recelved while he was in a fit, either
real or simulated, and written down on
anything convenient by his secretaries,
of which he had many. Every problem,
political, religious, and even the squab-
bles of his harem, were conveniently
solved by one of these suras. The Koran
contains 225 eontradictions, clearly in-
dicating i1t to be the work of man,

Erpire of Islam

Mohammed, having visions of an Is-
lamic empire, had sent envoys to the rul-
ers of Persia, Constantinople, Abyssinia,
and others, calling upon them to ac-
knowledge him as the prophet of Allah.
After his death, the first three caliphs,
“successors” (and related to him by mar-
riage), Abu Bekr, Omar and Qthman, he-
gan in earnest to make his visions a real-
ity, and in less than a century the Moslem
empire was larger than Rome’s had ever
been. After conquering Asia Minor,
Svria, Egypt and Spain, the warriors of
Islam invaded F'rance, where they were
stopped by Charles Martel at the notable
battle of Tours, in 732. The next century
saw the sword of Islam pierce the bosom
of the East: Persia, Afghanistan, India,
and the islands heyond, and witnessed
the “golden age” of Islam under the reign
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of the caliph Haroun Al Rashid, a con-
temporary of Charlemagne. A few cen-
taries leter the Moslem Arabe were ¢on-

ered by the Turks, the latter adopted
Eam, and, known as Sarsacens, earried

the Moslem banner still farther, to-the.

vory getes of Vienng, where, in 1863,
they met defeat. Thereafter declining,
the Ottoman (Turko-Islamic) empire
came to its end in 1923-24.

Among the distinguishing featnres of
Ialam are thede: ¥Friday the day of wor-
ahip but not neceasarily & day of rest;

rayer five times s day with face toward
goca ; & pilgrimage to Mecca, there to
orm the kaaba rites; fasting-during
a.month Ramadsn, from dawn to dusk
only; almsgiving; polygamy, to the ex-
tant of four wives (a divine revelaticn
rnede Mohammed an exception to this
law) ; forbidden are: gambhing, alegholic
drinks, ueury, pork, meats offered to
idols or strangled. Ielam holds that there
are seven great prophets: Adam, Nosh,
Abrahem, Moses, Solomon, Jesus Christ
(ge.p man bhut not as the Son of God),
and Iast and chief, Mohammed. Unlike
{Christendom, it does not have a clergy
¢lass, nor monks, nuns, ete. Their “muez-
zin” eall the Moslems to prayers, and
the “imam” lead in prayers and give
sermons ip the mosques, “houscs of

yer.” Actoally Islam 18 a fosion of

udaism and Artab paganiem, 1t hag been

gaid that it offers “the maximum of re.-
ward with the minimum of effort”,

Today, Ibn Saud, roler of Sandi Ara-
bia (who is being courted by the United
States because of the ocenns of oil lying
beneath the desert westes in his coun-
try), would fain play the role of sueces-
gor to the prophet. However, to do s0 he
must obtain the necessary caliph’s rega-
lig which Turkey has placed in a muse-
um, and which she refases to give up,
being definitely “not interested” in the
re-establishment of the caliphate. On the
other hand, Russia agitates in itg favor,
thus wooing the Arabs in this as well as
by taking their side in the Palestine

roblem, where the ancient hatred of

shmael for Isaae, and of Mohamrmed for
the Jews, keeps the politieal cauldron
seething.

Islazn has kept hundreds of millions of
sincere people in ignorance of the only
possthle way to gain Life: at Qod’s hands.
It, togethier with all demon-inspired re-
ligion, will ecome to grief gt the battle of
Armageddon; for there will be no plaee
for uny divisive demen religion in Jeho-
vebh’s united new world under the Prinee
of Peace, Christ Jesus,
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“Creased Lighming"
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fior seven years of photegraphie study of ejectrical storm some very in.
eresting: figures have been revealed regarding lightning. 1! was learned that
¥ most atrokes of liphtning originate between 2,000 and 7,000 feet above the
il ground, though at 26,000 feet there are frequent dlond-to-eloud discharges.

The daration of the average lightning stroke is fifteen.thoosandtha of s second, yet soms
strokes are a» long 83 four-Bfths of a second. Some bolts of lightning have pa many es
26 individual stroke¢ that follow in such rapid msuwegeasion that the uwnaided eye is =bla
to discern only a few of them. Though mary peopls confuse the speed of lightning with
the wpeed of slectricity, there is no reltion botween the two. Eleeirieity bes a speed of
epprocimately 186,000 miles per second, whereas it is observed that the initial strokes,
ar “leaders”, f lighining travel between 2.6 and 85 feet per millionth of a second,
which is af a rate of some 475 to 16100 miles a seeond. It is probebly the gpeedy 18,000-
miles-per-sesond flashes that are referred to an “grensed lightning”.
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Cuba, America’s Sugar Bowl

"E of the most commonplace of

household jtems is sogar, yet, 1n
America, it was (he first to be rationed
doring the wor years, and the last to be
released from restrictions. Ite impor-
tance to Americans is evidenced by the
fact that they consume more sugar than
any other people on tbe face of the earth,
Yet the “sweet tooth” is by no means
limited to them, nor iz the use of sweets
a8 modern phenomenon.

Man’s “sweet tooth” is old indeed. So,
too, his effort to satisfy the desire for
sweets by means other than the best-
known netoral sweet, honey. Long ago
he be%an to experiment with making
sugar by extracting the juice from cane.
Evidence indicates that sugar cane and
the making of sugar originated in Indis,
although some think that China has an
equal 1f not a better claim to that dis-
tinction. It was known in both regions
as far back as the early centuries of the
Christian era.

Sugar cane was brought to Europe
when the Moors invaded Spein, and 1its
enltivation there was atiempted withouot
nolable success, although some sugar
was produeed in the Mediterraneau coun-
tries. It remained a luxury, however,
available only to the rich.

With the discovery of the Americas
and the possibilities which it opened up,
augar was introduced by Celumbue 1n
1493, on his second journey, When he
caused it to be planied in San Domingo,
Labor being scarce, the raising of cane

in San Dominge failed, but in Cuba and
other islands the ¢ffort proved more gue-
cesaful. In the fast decade of the sixteenth
century Philip II of Spein loaned money
for the establishment of “ingenios” (sug-
ar mills} in Cuba. Thia aided in putting
the sugar indusiry there on its feet. The
industry also received s hoost when, in
1655, Duteh fugitives from Brazil set-
tled in the West Indies. They were ox-
perienced sugar-growers and put sugar-
growing on a sound basis in the 1slands.

Slave Labor

It became apparent that an abundance
of cheap labor wus necessary if sugar
Froductinn was to be profitable. Slave
abor had been introduced in Cuba early
in the sixteenth century, end rapidly
sprend to the other islands, In the year
1772 alope 74,000 slaves were brougbt
into the various colonies by the British,
French, Dutch, Danes and Portuguese.
The sugar industry thrived and planta-
tion owners prospered. But slavery was
abolished in the British West Indies
early in the nineteenth century, with dis-
antrous resuits to plantation ownersg in
those islands, They faced serious eom-

tition from jslands where slavery con-
tinued. Cuba did not abolish slavery un-
til 1868. In Trinidad an effort was made
to meet the labor prohlem h{ indentur-
ing luborers from India at low wages.

But when the Test of the islandg abal-
ished slavery all were again on an equal
footing.
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Meanwhile Eyrope became a rival in
the sugar market by developing the beet
sugar industry to the point where it be-
gan to be exported. Today, in spite of
the fact that the beet sugar industry has
taken a substantial portion of the world
sugar market, cane sugar is the major
industry 'in the West Indies and is ex-
ported to the value of millions of dollars
gach vear. Cuba takes the lead in sugar

gruductinn, and was largely responsible

or the United States’ having as much
sugar as it did during the war years,
even though it did not have all it wanted.

Cuba’s average yvearly production of
sugar during the ten years preceding the
late war was over 3.5 million tons. That
constituted about a tenth of all the sug-
ar produced in the world. Of the total

world production the United States con-

sumed nearly a fifth, actually 6,704,459
tons yearly. Cuba supplied 2,007,788
tons, but since 1942 has been supplying
the United States with nearly 3,000,000
tons annually, or about half of the total
amount used there during each of the
WAT yearTs,

As in other West Indian islands, no-
tably Trinidad, sugar is by far Cuba’s
most important agricultural product. In
fact, sugar and its by-products consti-
tute 80 percent of the value of Cuba’s
exports, running up to $125,000,000 an-
nually. Rew sugar is the principal sugar
product exported by Cuba. It is a fairly
coarse, moist crystal of a light goiden
brown color,_containing 96 percent pure
sugar.

Cane Planting and Harvesting

In Cuba cane grows abundauntly with
no irrigation or commercial fertilizers,
but its planting and harvesting involves
considerable labor and expense. The
field is generally burned off to remove
stubble from former erops and weeds.
It is then plowed, several yoke of oxen
pulling a single plow, a tedious method.
After the field is harrowed, furrows are
opened and the cane, which has been cut
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into lengths containing several joints, is
placed in the furrows by hand and cov-
ered over, Sprouts grow from the joints,
to.form the new plant. The s0il is 80 fer-
tile that some fields have been producing
cane for more than & hundred years
without nse of commercial fertilizers.

While the growing time of cane varies,
in Cuba it is quite short. When a fleld is
first planted it is ready to harvest after
twelve or fifteen months, After that the
cane produces a crop perennially from
the original planting, The first planting,
called “plant cane”, will yield from about
35 tu 40 tons of eane to the acre, while
the average of subsequent crops (ealled
“ratoons”) is only about half as much.
Most growers replant every three or
four years. |

The cane grows thick and heavy and
forms an almost impenetrable jungle.
The long leaves of the cane resemble
blades of grass, greatly enlarged, so that
the whole field looks like a giant lawn of
Kentucky blue grass. Rising above the
twelve-foot growth by about two feet
wave the silvery plume-like blossoms,
taking on a violet hue as it matures,'

The growth is so dense 1t must be cut
by hand. Machines have been invented,
but have never proved successful. The
reapers cut the eane off at the base of the
stalk with long knives, or “msachetes”,
They then chop off the top, strip off the
leaves, cut the cane into four-foot
lengths, and throw it into piles. Next
come the “carreteros” who load the cane
onto their heavy two-wheeled carts,
drawn by six or eight oxen. Thus 1t is
transported to the mills, or to the rail-
road siding for shipment to the mills,
The leaves and tops of the plant are
left strewed over the ground, providing
feed for cattle, conserving soil moisture
and fertility and preventing the growth
of weeds.

Making the Sugar
The freight cars that bring the cane
in from the more distant fields are rolled
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onto a special platform that tilts the
cars to spill their contents npon a large
conveyor. The cane is then borne to. the
series of giant roflers equipped with
huge teeth. These grind and chew and
crush and squeeze the cane to extract the
juice, a process that is aided by spray-
ing the cane with water as 1t passes along.
When the cane finally emerges from
the rollers it is very finely cut, almost
powder, and practically dry. It is then
called ‘!bagassa” which is used for fuel
in the large boilers that su ply power
for the mill, It is all the fueF that is re-
quired, except for a quantity of petro-
leam.

The cane juice flows into large tanks,
where it is limed and heated to precipi-
tate impurities ; after which it is filtered.
The residue from the filters is returned
to the field for fertilizer. The juice then
passes to large vacuum tanks for evap-
orating, proceeding from one tank to
another as the Jiquid becomes more and
more dense. In the last tank careful
check is made every few minutes to de-
termine the degree of erystallization.
When the right point is reached by the
whole tankful, some seven thousand
pounds, it is dumped into large vats for
oooling. There the liquid is kept agitated
by large paddles. Crystallization 1uereas-
es a8 1t cools. It i3 next poured into the
centrifugals, baskets made of copper or
other metal, and each mounted on a spin-
dle. As the baskets spin at high velocity
water is sprayed on the sugar, which
separates from the molasses and climbs
the sides. Some four minutes is all that
is necesgary to perform this operation.

The raw sugar that remeains is of &
light golden brown color, and somewhat
moist. The erystal is somewhat larger
then that of the refined sugar. The raw
sugar is now put into hags of 325 ponnds
for storage or shipping. Raw sugar is
refined by remelting it and then process-
ing it with animal or vegetable charcoal
and chemicals. It is again crystallized
and finally dried by heat.
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Workers’ Wagen

The sugar industry in Cuba repre-
sents an inveatment of $1,050,000,000,
but only a fifth of that amount repra-
sents Coban capital. The actual produe-
tion of the sugar requires hours of
backbresking labor which, for the most
part, is poorly paid. The work is largely
seasonal, as the “zafra” (cane harvest and
grinding season) may last three or four
monthe and never more than gix. While
the daily pay may be considered fair by
some, the very short season makes the
annual wage very low. The housing con-
ditions of the mill workers are generally
better than those of the field workera,
but, even 8o, are poor. In fact, the Cen-
tral (the sugar mill village) that was
visited by this correspondent refused to
permit pictures to be taken; a denial that
speaks for itself,

Labor unions have been formed, and
in recent years the majority of the mills
have signed contracts recognizing work-
erg’ syndicates and agreeing to deal with
them. In many of the mills some points
have been gained, such as au eight-hour
day, workmen’s compensation, improved
housing, water supply, ete. Bnt condi-
tions are still far ?rnm satisfaotory.

As long as greed and selfishness rule,
as long as the cries of himan suffering
and want fall on deaf ears and stony
hearts, the problems of the laborer, not
to mention those of the sugar baronas,
cannot be solved. But the day is not far
off when certain relief will come, when
once and for all time man’s struggles
will cease by the bringing forth of right-
eous judges and princes under God’s
kingdom for the “blessing of all the fam-
ilies of the earth”. The comforting, heart-
cheering message of that promised gov-
ernment comes as a great boon to many
of these hard-working people, while for
the present they earn their bread as
Cuba continues to serve as America’s
sugar bowl—dwake! correspondent in
Cuba.
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Notes 6n Nature

¢ White pines are generally considered ss dis-
tinetly northern trees, but recently they were
found growing in Mexico’s southernmaost state
and in the mountaims of Guatemala at an alt-
tude of 4,300 feet. They differed only slightly
from the spedies found in Alabama and Georgisa.
¢ The censns of pheasants is taken by count-
ing the number of ecrows of the male birds.in a
given ares. During the months of April, May
&nd June for an bour and a half around san-
rise & crow-counter drives along the road, stop-
ping every two miles to count the number of
arows he hears in a period of two minates, This
ia considered & very accurate count, sinee the
male pheasant crows only once in two minutes
and ean be heard about & mile. |

> Not ‘the owl, but the raven, is the wise old
bird. According to the Smithsonian Inetitution
the raven is one of the most resoureefnl, saga-
cions and crafty of all feathered ereatares.

¢ It is estimated that there are about one
and a half million rooks in England, Wales
and Bcotland. They grieve the farmers very
much by eating 50,000 tons of corn a year.
9 When it comes to building nests, birds are
. earpenters, masons and weavers. The wood-
peckers are the carpeuters, as they go to work
bammering, drilling and chiseling. Robins,
swallows and swifts are masons. Orioles, car-
dinals, wood thrushes-and bummingbirds weave
cozy little homes out of flne twigs, bair, grassy
feathers and moss.

¥ Forty years ago the trumpeter swan, with

ita eight-foot wing-span, was almost extinet.

The few snrvivora were protected and eared
for until their number inereased to 73 in 1935.
Now there are over four hundred of them,
living mostly in Montana and Yellowstone.

¢ Plant life is everywhere. On sun-baked desert
rocks, on granite beads sticking out of wind-
swept mountain sides, on cold slabs of voleanic
lavs, and even on marble tombstones, fillms of
plant life are often found. Botanists call them
lichena. Really they eonsist of fungi and elgas,
which live together for mutual benefit. There
are different types of lichen growths; some
eling tightly to the rocks like paint, others
are sealy, and others are like moss.
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2 Wild flowers ate not tongh, hobo knock-
ehouts that will put up with any kind of eon-
ditions. In faet, very few of them will live if
kidnaped and transplanted to home gardens,
Most wild flowers are sensitive and delicate, and
do not appreciate man’s efforts to tame them,

¢ The great mejority of flowers may be di-
vided into two groups, those baving three petals
and thoge having five. The “threesomes” spring
from plants having a eingle seed-leaf, hence
called monocotyledons, “monocots” for short.
The “flves” belong to the double seed-leafed
plants ealled “dicots”, i.e., dicotyledons.

¢ Many gpriug-blossoming flowers are actu-
ally formed before the previous winter sets in
and are kept in eold storage until spring. Next
year’s bude on the lilacs, magnolias -and tulip
trees really began to form last spring. This is

- also true of the bnlbous flowers that will bloom

next spring.

¢ The tarsier monkey may not be as smart
and dlever as the chimpanges, but he ean do
tricks all his own, His ears are shaped like
little alam shelly, and these he can roll v.wnd
then throw out like a lettuce leaf in the +.ad.
Insects and lizards are the main diet of taiiyr
monkeys,

¢ Frogs that live both on land and in water

bave eyelids that serve very useful purposes.
When swimming in the water they pull over
transparent eyelids to proteet their eyeballs,
while at the same time permitting them to see
where they are going. On land their transparent,
window-shades enable them to blink without
logiug sight of a juiey fly, Certain hirds also are
equipped with transparent eyelids for protec-
tion when flying.

® One of the strangest things yet learned is that
the mammoth elephant is more pusay-footed
than the stealthy tiger, A vibralion meter made
by Oeneral Electric shows that the tiger, lion,
polar bear, llama, giraffe and hippo all shake
the earth more than the ponderous elephant
when he walks.- Strange ‘as it may seem, only
an eight-foot python slides aeross the ground
with less vibration than the pad-footed ele-
phant.
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Spirit upon Men of Good-Will

THE great Bridegroom and His spirit-
ual hride are today saying “Come”,
in fulfillment of Revelation 22:17. But
saying it to whom? We answer, To men
of good-will, that is, to those who hear
with hearing ears and who are athirst
for righteousness and life. Be it ob-
served, thuugh.. that Revelation 22:17
not only invites them to drink but also
- commands them to relay the invitation
of the great Spirit and His bride on to
other persons, lest such perish in this
day of judgment of the nations. The di-
vine command to them 1s: “Let him that
heareth say, Come.” They do not need to
be anointed with God’s spirit in order to
come under this command. If they hear
and then drink, the Spirit’s exhortation
applies to them. And particularly since
A.D. 1931 these persons of good-will who
are drinking of the water of life are say-
ing, “Come.” In that year Jehovah God
by His spirit or invisible energy of en-
lightenment made it plain that Ezekiel's
prophecy at chapter 9 applies to those
persons of good-will. By the publication
of the Lord’s invitation through the
faithful remnant of His anocinted wit-
nesses the persons of good-will are being
marked in the forehead, or seat of intelli-
gence, with the knowledge of the truth.
This leads them to consecrate themselves
to Jehovah God and to identify them-
selves openly as being on the side of the
royal Government of His Son Jesus
Christ. At the battle of Armageddon Je-
hovah’s executioners will not slay such
marked ones,

With the flight of years, as death in-
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vades the ranks of faithful members of
God’s anointed remnant, the number of
these decreases. Already the number of
persons of good-will with marked fore-
heads outstrips the remnant many times.
Figures of attendances at the annual
Lord’s Memorial supper show this fact.
These are now deing the bulk of the field

- work of publisbing the message from

house to house and by conducting home
Bible studies. And by the Lord’s grace
and blessing the work accomplished con-
tinues to grow, and more and more per-
sons are hearing and coming to drink of
the truth-bearing water of life. This is a
marvelous fact now amidst the postwar
era. In exact reverse to the case of John
the Baptist and Jesus, the anointed rem-
nant must continne to decrease as more
of these regularly finish their earthly
course in faithfulness, whereas the rem-
nant’s companious of good-will must
steadily inecrease by thousands upon
thousands.—Micah 4:1-5; John 3: 30.
However, the immensity of the work
accomplished each passing year is not to

.be credited to the growing numbers of

these good-will persons. Their exploits
in God’s service are as much accom-
plished by the spirit or active force of
God throngh Christ as are the exploits
of the anointed remnant, “the people that
do know their God.” (Daniel 11: 32) The
gpirit of Almighty God is resting po-
tently upon the devoted cempanions of
the remmant. This 18 not saying they
have been begotten of the spirit of God
and will have to die in order to go to
heaven. It does not mean that they are
anointed with God’s spirit and have been
made members of the “bride” of Christ.

25



John the Baptist and Christ Jesua
worked in the same fieldfor some months
and the spirit of God rested upon both
of them. Yet John the Baptist was not
begotten of the spirit or anointed, but
in the resurrection from the dead he will
be one of the Kingdom’s special repre-
sentatives upon the earth, which means
that he is less than the least one in the
heavenly kingdom of God. Jesus, on the
contrary, was begotten and anointed of
God’s spirit. Like Him, the remnant are
riow hegotten of God and .are directly
the spiritual sons of God, being “born of
water and spirit”. In the thousand-year
reign of Christ they will reign with Him,
and He will become the “Everlasting
Father’ of all those gaining eternal life
upon earth,

Christ Jesus has'not yet begun beget-
ting children. Hence the consecrated per-
song of good-will who now drink at the
river of living water are not yet begot-
ten by Him. Neither does God’s spirit of
- revelation testify to the hearts of these
that they are His spiritual adopted sons.
Nor does the same holy spirit proclaim a
heavenly reward for these or open up to
them from God’s Word a hope of heaven-
ly inheritance. Nonetheless, they must
continue faithfully at the side of God’s
begotten and anointed remnant, joining
with these in preaching the Kingdom
gospel, They must maintain their con-
stancy and integrity in God’s service un-
der stress of reproach, persecution and
demonia opposition, till His work is done.
Then the Bridegroom as “Everlasting
Father” will bring them along toward
justification to eternal life during His
millennial reign, all becanse of the bene-
fits of His ransom sacrifice. |

As God’s spirit came upon the taher-
nacle-builder Bezaleel, Judges Othniel,
Gideon, Samson and Jephthah, and shep-
herd David, and the prophets Elijah and
Eligha of old, without their being anoint-
ed hy that spirit to become members of
the “bride” of Christ, in like manner now
the spirit of God is most manifestly come
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upon the devoted E&rsnns of good-wil]
who are obeying the command to,say,
“Come.” They are ..ot walking after the
course of this world, but are following
the Spirit, Christ Jesus, and are keeping
themselves unspotted from this world.
Ag long as they keep on faithfully doing
80, the epirit will not depart from them
nor will the proctamation of the word
which He has put in their mouths be de-
nied them. As it was said prophetically
to the Bridegroom, who is greater than
the prophet Isaiah and who will become
their everlasting Fether: “My spirit
that is upon thee, aw-- my words which
I have put in thy me>an, shall not depart
out of thy mouth, no:wput of the mouth
of thy seed, nor out o1 the mouth of thy
seed’s seed, saith Jehovah, from hence-
forth and for ever.” (Isaiah 59:21, Am.
Stan. Ver.) These good-will servants
who receive life from the Son of God
during His 1000-year reign are evidently
the ones meant as “thy seed’a seed”, be-
cause they receive everlasting life on
earth after the bride clags gains eternal
life in the heavens through Christ Jesus.

The increasing multitude of good-will
ecompanions or “other sheep” of the Lord
hear the anointed remnant singing the
new song which the Lamb, the Bride-
groom, teaches to His bride, the 144,000
Christians redeemed from the earth.
They listen carefully and take up. the
song in harmony with the remnant.
(Revelation 14:1-4) They do not try to
take the places of the remnant in the
“body of. Christ”. Whatever assignments
of service are made to them by the
Bridegroom through the remnant of His
bride, these good-will persons gladly ae-
cept, like virgin companions of the bride,
and they faithfully carry such out, doing
all as unto the Lord God and not as to
creatures on earth. By the spirit of the
Lord God they join with His remnant in
lifting up the voice of the Kingdom mes-
sage and join in pressing the assault
against the enemy’s religious strong-
holds. (Isaiah 59:19) Year hy year the
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united voice of these “other sheep”
swells londer and stronger as they serve
God day and night at His temple and
hail His glorious King with “palm
branches” and ecry out, “Salvation to our
(lod which sitteth upon the throne, and

unto the Lamb.” By such fearless tesn-
mony which will be faithfully sustained
iu the spirit of the Lord God down till
the victorious fight at Armageddon, they
lovally render their part to the vindica-
tion of His name.

Wonders of the Heavens

E marvels of creation, as manifest-
ed in the starry heavens above us,
gilently declare the greatness of the hand
that formed them. The Scriptures bear
eloquent testimony to the fact that God
supervises not merely the things of all
the earth, but also His power and wis-
dom reaches unto the infinity of space.
Of Him, Jehovah, it is said that He “tell-
eth the number of the stars; he calleth
them all by their names”, We are deeply
impressed when we ‘consider Hia heav-
ens, the work of His fingers; the moon
and the stars, which He has ordained’.
(Psalm 147:4; 8:3) The simple state-
ment that “Jehovah made the heavens”
exalts Him above all conceptions of
deity as presented in religious literature.
These thoughts come to mind as we
glance but briefly at some of the recent
discoveries of astromomers, who with
fascination probe the infinite reaches of
space beyond our earth. Even the
planets, earth’s closest celestial eom-
panions, are millions of miles apart; but
man, with God-given skill, has brought
them very near to view by means of tele-
scopes. The most notable of these, the
giant $6,000,000 instrument on Mount
Palomar in Celifornia, will be ready
soon. It has a tube that is twenty feet in
diameter, sixty feet loug, and weighs
125 tons. With its power of concentrat-
ing light it will enable scientists to con-
gider remote celestial objects hitherto
unknown.
Meanwhile interesting and important
discoveries are being made. The always
intriguing thought that there may be life
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on some of our planets is never far from
the minds of astronomers. One of these
Prof. Gabriel A. Tikhoff, of Tikhoff
Observatory, Leningrad, Russia, argues.
that the absence of great brilliance in
infrared photographs of Mars indicates
that there are evergreen forests on the
planet, as conifers protect themselves
from cold by reduced reflection of infra-
red rays. -
Another interesting discovery is the
indication that, unlike other known
moons in the solar system, Saturn’s larg-
est, called Titan, has an atmosphere of
its own, which is believed to have formed
when the satellite cooled. Saturn itseif
has an atmosphere of methane gas, which
is s0 light that only a large planet could
hold it by means of its strong gravita-
tional pull. While Saturn is yellow in ap-
pearance, Titan is orange-red. It is also
suspected that the one moon of the
planet Neptune may have an atmos-
phere. Conceivably satellites with an
atmosphere may sustain life.
Incidentally 1t may be mentioned that
the atmospheric conditions of the sun’s
planets may be consideraply affected by
the sun’s spots, which have a cycle, say
the astronomers, of approximately elev-
en vears. It is quite certain that this is
true of the planet on which we happen
to live. When these spots move to a peak

-it works havoe with the magnetic field

of the earth, unfavorably affecting radio
reception. These sunspots, often thou-
sands of miles in diameter, indicate cen-
ters of disturbance on the face of the
sun. Early in 1946 a complete blackont
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of the Bell System’s overseas radio tele-
phone channels occurred, including loug-
wave ¢ircuits, which ususlly were not
affected noticeably by suuspots. The
north-south, rather than the east-west
cireuits, are generally the most seusitive
to the action of sunspots.

Venturing now outside of our com-
fortably “small” solar system, we are
told that there may be thousands of
planets throughout the star-ladeu uni-
verse beyond, planets upon which life
either exists or can exist, Recent photo-
graphic observations show that some of
the nearest stars are apparently suns
that have companions or planets re-
volving about them. These “planets”,
however, have been hard to detect, due
to their having no light, certain phenom-
ena uow indicating their presence. Their
movements have an effeet upon the sitars
around which they revolve, deflecting
them from = straight line, as though
moving in slightly wavy curves, The dis-
covery of “dark” or “dim” sfars also may
indicate bodies similar to planets, or

and some 40,0&3_

planets in process. of development. One.
of these, desctibed as the faintest atar
thus far discovered, was located by Dr.
Willem J. Luyt¢n, of the University of
Minnesota. It ¢i= said fo be 10,000 times
too dim to be“*2n with the naked eye,
: times less luminous

than the sun, .
Another star, deseribed as a “dark”
star, was diseovered by Dr. Nicholas E.
Wagman, of the Allegheny Observatory,
Pittsburgh, Pa. The discovery was made
by diminishing the brilliance of & near-
by star, Alpha Ophiuchi, through the use
of an absorbing glass. The location of the
“dark” star was one of the rare instances
of such findings since the discovery of
the hidden compenions of Sirus and
Procyon over a hundred years ago.

All these findings reveal that there is
vastly more to the universe than has vet
been discovered. They manifest the
greatness of the Creator, Jehovah, and
His infinite power and wisdom, and show
up the foolishness of those who refer to
Him as the “tribal God of the Jews”.

i

Learning to live forever S——

No, it is not by & study of medical science that one finds eternal
lifa, Jesns said, “This is life sternal, that they might know thee the }ﬁﬂi{%i
only true God, and Jegus Christ whom thou hast sent.” This knowledge
of God and His Bon is found in the Bible; hence Bible edueation is

most vital,
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No Poace In Indonesia

@ 'The slight hope for peace In
Indooesia which o compromlise
agreement between the Nether-
landa and Indoneslan govern-
ments seemed to present about
the middle of July quickly disap-
peared ne relations reached the
hreakliog point. On Juty 20 Dutch
military operations were
launched abhruptly, the acting
governor, Hubertus J. van Mook,
deslgnating them “police action”.
Theé Indonesian Repabllcan offi-
clala had refused to agree to &
joint Netherlands-Indonesian po-
lice force. But the Dutch had no
latentlon .of trusting the as yet
Ineffective Indonesian govern-
ment to look after Netherlands
Inveatments In Indonesla of near-
vy a billlon dollars, The Dutch
offenalve rolled on with speed,
taking Ekey strateglc areas. The
Netherlands goveroment ex-
pressed its willlingnesa to negotl-
ate with any Republican govern-
ment that could and would ful-
fill. the terms.of the:Cheribon
agreement’ of March 27. The pres-
ent Indonestan government was
accused of persistent vielations
of the tfruce concluded with the
Netheriands government in Octo-
ber of last year.

The "British government pro-
blbited supplying of war mate
rlal to the Dutch for use in In-
donesia. Toward the close of July
Augtralln and Indin catled on the
Unlted Natlons to order a truce
in Java and ssek to have the
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Netherlands and Indonesia arbl-
trate their differsncea The Unit-
od States extended an offer to
mediate the confiict.

On July 31 the Netherlands
government, set up a8 avtono-
moud territories lo the prolected
Tnited States of Indopnesla the
major tin-producing islands of
Bahgka sand Billlton and the
Riouw archipelageo, formerly con-
gidered part of the Indonesian
Republlc,

Exodos 1847

&® With sldea stoved In from be-
ing rammed by Britiah destroy-
ers, the Jewish lmmigrant ship
Exodus 1947 arrived at Haifa,
Palestine, on July 18. It had
been prepared to resist any
efforta of the British to prevent
its entry, and the passengers
fonght the British sallors who
sought to board the vessel,
Equipped with tear amoke, fire-
works and smoke bombs, and
neilng steam Jets and fuel oil
sprayed from hlgh-pressure hos-
es, tbe immigraats put up A stiff
reslstance Ome of the passengers
wag narrowly prevented from de-
capitating a sallor with an ax
Whereaa previcus illegal im-
migrants were sent to Cyprus,
the Britlsh declded that the pas-
sengers of the Exodus 1947 would
be sent back to where they came
trom, France Upon arrival at
Port de Bouce, France, the re-
turned Jewish refngees would
not leave the shipas that-mad

brought them, even though France
extended ‘an officlal offer of ad-
mittance and hospltality. In no
respect was this Exodus 1047 like
the Egyptian exodua of long ago,
for than Jehovah went before
His people, removing even the
harrier of the see, and it was a
complete success.

Palestine Violence

@ Jewish terror!sm and vlolence,
never far beneath the surface in
Paleatine, hroke out about the
middle of July. The Irgun Zval
Leum! and Stern gange were at
it once more, canceling the truce
which had been adopted In viaw
of the United Nations Hpeelal
Commlttee oo Palestine's viglt to
the country. While there the
chairman of the committee even
had a clandestine conference with

" the commander of the illegal

Irgun Zval Leumi. Meanwhile the
uoderground held two British
army sergeants s hostages, in
view of the FPalestine pgovern-
ment's sentencing of three terror-
ists to be hanged, The executions
took place on July 29. Zlonist or-
ganizations In the United States
denounced the hangings. In Pal-
estine the Irgun Zvai Leami eom-
mitted the unpardonable crime of
banging the two hostages, after
a mock trial. The .next day,
July 81, British soldiers, off duty,
enraged by the execution of the
sergeants, ran wild in Tel Avlv
and engaged in indiscriminate
shooting, killing five and wound-
lng others.

Greek Border Warfare

@& The 2,000 Greek guerrillas
who, about the middle of July,
appeared to be surrounded by the
Greek army in the heights of
Kalpaki, escaped to the northeasat
in the Gamlla mountalns and
were headlng for the Grammos
mrountains. Challenging the Greek
government and army, they began
broadcasts from the elusive head-
quarters of the general, Markos
Vafthludis, announcing that they
were the Democratic Army of
Greece., The guerrillas continuad
te raid Greek villages, and were
charged with the massacre of 24
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persons, mostly womeh and chH-
dren, in the town of Nigrita. On
July 25, at three o'clock in the
morning, a force of some 1,500
guerrillag attacked the town of
Grevena, near the Grammos
mountalnsa Army reinforcements
arrived at noon and drove them
back. Charges that an interna-
tional brigade of guerrillas had
been formed in Albania and Yugo-
glavig were hotly denied by the
respective countries. The U.N.
Investigating Committee sald it
conld find little flrethand evi-
dence of an “international brl-
gade".

At Lake Success

& The United Statea deputy,
Herachel V. Johnaon, sought to
get United Nations action on the
problem of border-warfare In
Greece, and urped the establigh-
ment of a “semi-permanent”
U. N. border commission in the
Ralkans, npon recommendation
of the T.N. Balkan Investiga-
tion Commission. The proposal
gave Tee to acrid discussion in
tbe U.N. Becurity Counell, The
great majority supported the
recommendation of the commit-
tee of Investigation, but Ruesia,
joined by Poland, as uaunl, was
opposed. The Russian representa-
tive using.his power of veto for
the eleventh time, killed the plan
for a border commission.

 UNESCO and Newsprint

4 The TUNESCO has tet it be
known that it is going to lssue a
report dealing with the uregual
distribution of newsprint, inti-
meting that freedom of the press
ig thereby curtailed, The report
iz Intended as a basic document
for the United Nations confer-
ence on freedom of information
in 1848 It ig pointed out that the
United Statea consumes 65 per-
cent of the world's total aupply. It
s further reported by UNESCO:
“Newgprint rationing in many
coumries fnvolves n great deal
of official supervision and govern-
ments may be luclined to exert
political pressure on the preas by
the exercise of these controls,
which may have similar results
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as censorship. Ou the other hand
where newsprint 1s iree, thw
wealthy newspaper can outbid.ita
poorer rivals, with the resulf of
strengthening the economic com-
centrotion, the effects of which
upon the liberty of the preas need
not be stressed,” UNESCO aaid
that in Indla there i3 one news-
paper to every 200 inhabitants,
while in Denmark there are five
printed pages for every citleen.

Ethlopla Decllnes Aid

& Ethiopla advised the United
Natlons, on July 18, that she
would renounce offered recon-
gtruction aid, statlng, “As the
firet United Natinn to be liberat-
ed, [Ethiopla] feels that, not.
withstapnding heavy war dam-
ages, sufficient progress has been
made in reconstruction to war-
rant concentration of United Nb-
tlong efforts on reconstruction in
countries more recently liber-
ated.”

Paris Ald Parley

% Representatives of sixteen na-
tions, conferring in Parls on the
Marshall Ald program, on July 19
adopted a gutding docnment open-
ing the way for the technidal
committees to begin thelr work.
The twelve sectiona of the pro-
gram deal with: (1) Diificulties
of European couniries owing to
war; {(2) analysis of their efforts
made to date; (3) contributions
made to date by each netion to
reconstruction of other countries;
{4) details of materinl program
contemplated for period 1847 to
1951: {3} deficita and surpluses
in food end raw materiala;
(6) important requirements and
export poesibilities in respect of
items of equipment dealing wlth
guch problems as machinery aud
agricfiltural implementa; (7) bal-
ance of payments showing adverse
results of temporary Huropean
acarcitles; (8) Europeen co-oper-
atlon {undeér which pectioo will be
treated Hurope's efforts at self-
help and tbe posaibilities of re-
ducing the need of external aid) ;
() utllization of existing produce-
tion capacitles; (10) guldance
with respect to worklng basis for

egtimates; (11) procedure, nota-
bix. respousibilities of technlcal:
committeey with respect to each
other;; (12) overseas territories
and wbat they need and what
tbey can supply.

Japanese Péace Talks

& The United Biates has indi-
cated that it would ask the ten
other governments represented
on the Far Eastern Commigslon
to discuss with her a peace
treaty for Japan, The Soviet Un-
ion rejectad the idea entirely, and
s8ald the United Stetes bad acted
unilaterally in calllng for such &
conference without consulting
the Soviet Unlon, Great Britaln
and China, It demanded a four-
power decislon 1n the matter of
calling a conference, and recom-
mended a council of forelgn min-
isters to deal with the matter.
The United States state depart-
ment, however, was determined
to proceed with 1ts original plam
Dr, Herbert V. Evatt, Australian
deputy prime minister, gave vir-
tually complete support to the
United States plan. He said, “Not
much fauit can be found with the
United States’ suggested proce-
dure for a two-thirdes majority
rule, which Australla regards as
democratic and Jjust, We would
strongly resiat the fype of veto
that applied at the Paris confer-
ence.” He contended that Anstra-
llo's war effort entitled her to
recognition as & ‘“party princi-
pal” [n the peace setflement.

.Indian Cablnet TMvision

@& On July 19 India's Interim
government was divided into two
groups, respectively representng
the Dominion of India and the
Dominion of Pakistan, The ar
rangement gaye each dominion, in
effect, m cabinet of its own, al-
though they were not to come to

“fnll independence untll Angust 15,

The boundaries were not finally
decided npon. There was g Te-
distribution of ecabinet.pogts, the
new c¢abinet of each retalning
gome former names, and adding
others. The day before, the long
legislative proceedings terminat-
ing Briteln's rule over Indla
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reached thelr concloslon when
the king's approval was signified
by a roval commission. The hill
having passed both houses of

Perllament, the royal signature

was only a matter of form.

Burmese Premier Asaassingted

@ U Aung S5an, leader of the
Anti-Foscist Peoptes Freedom
League, and de facto premier ln
the interim government of Bur-
ma, was Assassinnted togetber
with alx other government offi-
cials on July 18, The attack came
while the executlve councll was
holding session in Ttangoon. The
next day police arrested nearly
fifty persons In a2 rald, U Saw,
former premler and one-time col-
laborator with the Japanese,
among them. By the end of the
nonth the Burmese government
announced that it belleved the
nrpaseing were among those Ar-
rested.

Franco Succesalon Law

& Finai ofMcial figures on the
vote for the Franco Succession
Laow were announced July 26 to
be 02,94 in favor, Sloce 87.4 per-
cent of the registered voters cast
ballots, thia represents a oationat
vote for this legislatinn of 81.238
percent, or about four-fifthes of

the whole electorate. Opposltion

groups hhve, however, produced
numerous cases of alleged mls-
conduct in connection with the
election; but, eince these com-
plaints were not made to the pov-
ernment, they were not ofliclally
recagnized. However, tn hhave
complained to the government- at
all would, according to the op-
position, have brought dJdisas-
trous conzeqilences to those mak-
ing the complalnts.

TUnlfication of Armed Forves

@ Long under discusslon and
blocked by eontroverzsy in the
U. 8. Congress the bill for the
Unification of the armed furces
of the U. 8. was finally epproved
op July 19 by a volee vote. The
senate had adopted a simllar bilt
oo July 8, and when the Ilnuse
bill went to that body it wns not
long until agreement wes reached
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in conference (July Z3). The leg-
islation provided for unlfication
through Independent departments
of the army, navy end alr forece
under a single secretary of de-
fenae, On July 25 the Housae,
again by a voice vote, approved
the Angl form of the bill for sob-
misgion to the president, who
glgned it on his private plane as
he was abont to leave Washington
for Kansas, where hig mothef was
dying. The president appointed
James Forrestal, secretory of the
navy, to be the first secretary of
defense, with calinet rank, The
Senate unanfimously conflrmed
the appointment

G. I. Terminal Bonds

& The U. 8. Senate, on July 18,
unanimousiy passed a bill author-
izlng redemption in cash, after
September 1, of terminal leave
bopnds Iesued to war veteruns
wlhen discharged from.the army.
The total! value of the honds was
ahont $2.000,000,000, The presl.
dent slgned the measure on
July 26, hut urged the veterans
to keep the bonds vather thanp
cash them at. omce. Indications
however, were that nuomerous
bondholders would be coashing
their bonds to care for babies and
provide housing.

Lincoln Papers Released

@ In the Congressional Library
at YWashington, D.C., on July 28,
papers of Abraham Lineeln which

- had been collected and preserved

by his son and had been sealed
for tweniv-one vears after -that
son's denth, were finally released
to the public. No startling dis-
coveries were expecied to be
made among the 183 items
thng made available to higtorians
and othera, bat it is quite certain
they will add something of value
to the knowledge of the president
who feil as the result of what
many firmly believe to have heen
n Jesuit plot.

Four BllHan for Flood Control

@& President Trumun, on July 14,
reconmimenided to Congress the
gpending of $4,000,000,000 during
the next ten years to control the

Mimsissippl and Missourl rivers.
The recent devastating foods
along the courses of these rivers
are estimated to have done dam-
age aggregating nearly a billlon
dollars. The president emphn-
gsized the pogsibility of an even
greater catastrophe If simulfane-
ous flooding of the Missourl, up-
per Missleaippi, Ohio, Arkansas
and Red rivers should occur,
That would result, he pointed out,
ln Aovdlng the entire Misaissippl
valley from Cairo, 11, to the
Guif of Mexico.

Cosmic Balloona

& Eight hellum-fillled balloons
gent up by I'rinceton University
physieists (U.B,) on July 20,
with attached sclentific appara-
tus, were recovered the next day.
They were intended to test the
behavior of cosmle roys at varl-
ous altitedes and temperatures,
They indicated thot they had
renched a hefght of 75,000 feet,
hringing down valued data for
study.

New Comet Discovered |

@ Astronomers at the University
of Callfornin's Lick Observatory
on Mount Hsmilton announced
the discovery on July 24 of a new
comet [n the Constellation Aquar-
lus. While not visible to the
naked eye, it was of the twelfth
magnitnde and could he seen with
a sinall telescope,

Structure of Btreptomycin

& The importance of the discoy-
cry of streptomycin is considered
to be secnnd only to that of
penteillln, A eolutlon of the
secret of the chemical struc-
ture of sireptomycin was report-
ed July 19 at the International
Congress of Pure and Applied
Chemistry at London. Streptomy-
¢in wasg found to be totally differ-
ent chemically from penlcillip, -
Penicillin iz related to amino
acids, while streptomycin la de-
scribeed a8 & complex sugar, dif-
ferent from anything thus far
discovered, and s composed of
21 ntows of ¢arhon, 3D of hydro-
wen, T of nitrogen end 12 of oxy-
gen. '
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Are vyou Cathelic?

Surely wen you helleye your own Catholle Douny Vergion Bible But
what do you kmow abouf it—ite history, ita parpose? is it glfferent from
othier Bibles? Can you prove from [is pages thet there inm a porgstory
or a Trinity, and that the vae of crosses and imagef ls proper for

Christlansa?

Are you Protestant?

If go, you doubtlesa rely on the King James Version Bible Does it
differ from the Catholle Douay? Can youn show from its pages that one
is destined to a “hell” of torment, or g heaven of bliss in an “Immortal”
bereafter? Do you know why, though Protestants have the game Bible,
they are pplit into hundreds of sects with confilcting creeds?

Are you Jewish?

Then you are familliar with the Hebrew Scriptures and the Talmud.
But why two? Were not Gd{l’s instructions to the Jews recorded by
Moses and others sufficlent? Also, do you know that 3T passages of the
Hebrew Scriptures in fulfiftment identify Jesus ag the Messlah? How
i the “gathering of the Jows” occurrlng now In fulfiliment of prophecy?

Are vou nonreligious?

Maybe yon do not haeve falth in the Bible. But, do youn knmow that
many findings of geology and archaeology support the Bible's autheu-
tleity? Are you aware that many worldly religions doctrines which have
tcrmed men from God are not from the Bible, but are of defuded men?

Indeed, all persons are concerned when GQod's Word is discussed. The sbove-mentioned
and many other questions are satisfactorily angwered in one of the three bound books here
offered. “Equipped for Every Good Work”, with ity bistory and summary of the Bihle, “Let
God Be True”, with its treatise-style doctrinal coverage, and “The Kingdom Is at Hand”,
narrating the growth of the Kingdom promise, are offered fogether, on a contribution of
$1.00, The information contsined therein i5 vital 10 you regardlesa of your belief, Order now,

using the coupon below.

WATCHTOWER 117 Adams 8t Brooklyn 1, N. ¥.

Enclosed find a contribution of $1.00. Please send to me “Eguipped for Pvery (ood Work”, “Let 'God
Be True” and “The Kingdom Is af Hand".

Nama Btreet

City . —— — Zone No, ... Btate
32 AW AKEL






