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it is high time to awake.'!....J?onums /J:/1 = 
' 
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Can Labor Profit by Continued Strikes? 

I N THESE days, when oppression, 
starvation and misery stalk the earth, 

it would be a hard man indeed who con­
demned any effort to bring betterment to 
the people in whole or in part. Nor can 
any- doubt exist that "the strike is a 
weapon through which labor has won a 
decent respect for its rights". But Amer-
• • • Jeans are starmg at a question that as-
sumes the form of a gun barrel: Is the 
betterment of one group of Americans 
to be purchased at the expense of suffer­
ing or death to all the rest I If labor un­
ions could enforce such harsh terms, 
would the result achieved bring them 
permanent profit and security! 

The recent coal strike, and the power 
strike in Pittsburgh, and the general 
strike in Oakland, have caused many to 
ponder the future course of strikes. Is it 
possible for labor to be depril<ed of this 
effective weapon and yet be protected in 
her essential rights! If security is the 
goal, and most authorities agree that this 
is the chief objective, is there no other 
way than by public detriment and loss! 
Besides the danger to health and life in­
volved in the 
strike, also of 
concern to tbe 
general public 
is relation be­
tween wages 
and cost of 
living. Hover­
ing close by is 
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inflation, greedily anxious to gobble up 
the whole economic system. Further­
more, in the heat of industrial conflict, 
where excesses, as will be seen, leap all 
bounds, neither capital nor labor seems 
to realize that they are raining body 
blows on the economic structure that sup­
ports them both. 

One of the circumstances revealing 
this suicidal strife is the fact that the 
general public, which in large percent­
age sympathized with the unions, has 
been treated with such contemptuous dis­
regard. A writer for labor denies that 
this is the unions' fault: "It is the prac­
tices of Big Business, not labor's desires, 
that damage the public welfare. Union 
demands will lead to prosperity for all 
groups." The writer adds: "As long as 
prices are soaring, labor must seek off­
setting wage increases." On tbe other 
hand, many authorities, with plenty of 
figures to support their claim, prophesy 
that strikes for higher wages could well 
presage another inflation, with its in­
evitable depression. 

Thus the industrial controversy has 
bred two eco­
nomic schools 
whose relative 
positions are 
as far apart 
as the poles, 
The analysis 
of their find­
ings, which 
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follows, does not support either capital 
or labor. If it is slanted in any direction, 
it is in tbat of the suffering party of 
the third part, the public. 

Legislative Victori~s for Labor 
The rise of dominant labor ha:,l. oc­

curred during the past fifteen years only, 
and this rise has been paced by liberal 
labor legislation and favorable Interpre­
tation by the courts. The first olthiS'was 
the Anti-Injunction or Norris-LaGuar­
dia Act, made a law in March 23, 1932. 
The next important legislation, the much 
discussed and decried Wagner Act, the 
'magna carta' of the unions, and "the 
Cornerstone of government labor policy", 
was J?assed in the same year that saw 
the buth of Congress of Industrial Or­
ganization, 1935. Since this Act is now 
the focal point of attack by ma:r:ty con­
gressional leaders and others who op­
pose the closed shop, its provisions are 
worth considering. Officially known as 
The Wagner-Cannery National Labor 
Relations Act, it legalized collective bar­
gaining, outlawed company-dominated 
unions, and establi~hed the National La­
bor Relations Board with offices nation­
wide, to hear labor grievances. Through 
this sweeping legislative victory, new 
power flowed into the ranks of labor. Its 
effect was to legalize the closed shop, to 
give it a permanent place in American 
institutions. A new era with pleasant 
vistas opened up for labor unions. Why 
notf Professional strikebreakers, once 
employed by corporations who furnished 
an arsenal to implement their traveling 
raids, were a thing of the past. So were 
management tricks to break up union en­
tity by firing key leaders (the seniority 
rule in contracts forbids thi~), and new 
agreements enforced the now famous 
checJwR, whereby management was com­
pelled to withhold dues from each em­
pl~yees' cheek and turn it over t_o. the 
um.on. 

A golden jubilee of increased union 
membership naturally ensned. Of further 
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assistance was the passage by the next 
Congress (75th) of the Wages and Hour 
Bill, or Fair Labor Standards Act, 
which is now the basis for the six-biJJion­
dollar portal-to-portal suits. 

LabOr's Court Victories 
The Mount Clemens Pottery case de­

cision handed down by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in its fall term, sustained employ­
ees of the Pottery Compamy in their con­
tention that according to Fair Labor 
Standards Act they were entitled to pay­
ment from the tlln:e they entered the 
gates and punched the clock. (However, 
labor received a setback on the portal-to­
portal pay issue when Federal Judge 
Picard, on February 8, dismissed the 
claims of the pottery employees for walk­
ing time and getting-ready-for-work 
pay.) 

Also emphasizing the judicial favor to 
labor was the decision in December hand­
ed down by the Chicago federal court 
voiding the Le8l Act. Known also as the 
"Anti-Petrillo Act", this Act was de­
signed to curb Petrillo's Mu~ians union 
in their dict8ltorial demands upon radio 
stations' employment. In rejecting this 
Act as "class legislation", the judge de­
clared it con"travened th.e Thirteenth 
Amendment, which forbids coercion to 
"involuntary servitude"; which., in pass­
iug, is note.worthy as the keynote defense 
f'br Lewis and the United Mine Workers, 
Jrt thP $3,510,000 contempt conviction ap­
pealed to the Supreme Court. 

In the legislative and. court arena it 
is true that up to 1947 labor has -won 
practically every round. In 1940 the 
Smith Anti-Strike Bill was killed, and 
also Wagner Act amendments proPosed 
the same year. Last May the pfesident 
vetoed the Case bill, but new efforts are 
before Congress to "end the cJoBed shop", 
or compel arbitration. . 

1 

The -single exception to this domi­
nant advance of labor was the War La­
bor Disputes Act (Smith-Connally Act· 
1943), forbidding strikes during hostil~ 
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ities, but this was merely an emergency 
measure to become ineffective six months 
after war ended. (Apparently Lewis was 
not charged with violation of this Act, . 
but with contempt of an injunction or­
der. However, it has been declared that 
he violated it; on the other hand, Lewis' 
lawyers claim that the fine for contempt 
($3,510,000) was "700 times the penalty 
fixed by Congress for violation of the 
Smith-Connally war labor disputes 
Act".) (Year Book of American Labor, 
p. 70, VoL 1) This in brief recounts la­
bor's legislative and court victories which 
have been rctlccted in union membership 
increase from 3,000,000 in 1932 to 15,-
000,000 in 1946 ! 

Aims of Labor 
·What are the ultimate aims of ]aborT 

Asked in some quarters, this question 
would get such answers as "to destroy 
the country'', "to create a wage-price 
spiral to intlation and ruin," "to set 
up a labor dictatorship." One sober 
commentator queries: "Does the right 
to strike include the right to kill T" 
The New York trucking strike, which 
tied up food supplies and withheld vital 
oxygen to hospitals; the Pittsburgh pow­
er strike, which paralyzed the city; the 
Oakland general strike, in which 142 un­
ions took part simply because a police 
car was used to escort non-union cars 
through a picket line; the coal strike, 
which was characterized by Judge Golds­
borough as an "evil, monstrous thing'' 
meaning "hunger and cold and destitu­
tion" for the American people; and the 
recent London trucking strike, which 
would have brought starvation to thou­
sands had not the Labor government sent 
in troops to bring food, have ushered in 
union-caused hardships and admittedly 
have somewhat estranged public sym­
pathy. 

On the other hand, the CIO, flanked by 
a report of economist Robert Nathan, 
claims that corporate net earnings for 
1947 will, before taxes, be fifteen and a 
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half billion dollars, which, declares Pres­
ident Phili~ Murray, warrant "substan­
tial" wage mcreases, at least 25 percent 
more. They further aver that a low 
break-even point (percentage of capac­
ity operation at which the plant neither 
loses nor makes a profit) on most corpo­
rations make increased employment and 
higher wages both desirable and practi­
cable. Nathan even insists that higher 
wages, without an increase in prices, will 
avert depression by giving the worker 
more purchasing power. This then is the 
burden of labor's demand: "\Vage in­
crease without price increase." On this 
point CIO and AFL will agree. More ex­
treme yet are the declarations of the 
Socialist Labor party: "Labor, and la­
bor alone, produces all social values 
[and] wages are that part of labor's own 
produce that he is allowed to keep, and 
that profits are nothing more nor less 
than the present and running stealings 
perpetrated by the capitalist on the 
working classes.'' 

In this class conflict also undoubtedly 
the shadow of the past forms a dim yet 
moving background: the unforgettable 
picture of impoverished miners forever 
in debt to the company-owned store; the 
Southern mill worker, whose children 
were forced. to labor in the tint-filled 
atmosphere from dawn to dark; the 
stretchouts, which compelled one man to 
operate more and more machines until 
nerve and body collapsed; and farther 
back, the sweatshops, in which men's 
wages were never enough to relieve the 
gnaw of hunger, the bite of cold. Never 
forget, not a few in this generation have 
seen these things and are inclined to re­
gard it just retribution when the unions 
have their day. 

Unfortunately the ~;ise of labor's pen­
dulum does not carry all the oppressed, 
nor can it disassociate its own prosper­
ity from the country's prosperity. Says 
H. W. Steinkraus even more specifically: 
"Whether we like it or not the good for­
tunes of both labor and managementare 
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closely woven t€lgether." Authorities al~ 
so agree that there are no winners in a 
long strike. Another contends that prof~ 
its, prices and wages all depend on pro~ 
ductivity; and in this regard there is no 
substitute for comnetence, fairness and 
honesty. 

The Structure of Unions 
· Before considering the possible over~ 
all consequences of striking it seems of 
interest to consider the 'str~cture and 
government of the union. The two large 
divisions in the United States are the 
American Federation of Labor '(AFL) 
and the Congress of Industrial, Organi~ 
zation (CIO). The CIO was organized by 
eight presidents of internationals (such 
as the United 1rine Workers), the leader 
of which movement was John L. Lewis. 
Later Lewis 'fell out with M-qrray and 
Hillman and returned the United Mine 
·workers to the AFL. He publicly de­
clared at his recent trial that he spoke 
for 600,000 miners as their president and 
for 8,000,000 members of the AFL as 
vice-president. In the AFL, besides the 
natiOnal president, there is a second 
executive division called the council (for 
example, the council for the Teamsters' 
Union has jurisdiction for all local team­
sters in southern California), and the 
next divhoion is the "local". Many of the 
unions of the AFL pay their presidents 
in excess of $10,000 per annum, while 
presidents of the Longshoremen, United 
Mine \Vorkers, American :B,ederation of 
Mm>icians and the Teamsters' Union re­
ceive $25,000 "plus extremely generous 
expense accounts". Each union in turn 
pays to headquarters of AI!,L for Wash~ 
mgton representation. Its president for 
many years has been \Villiam Green. 

The CIO is also composed of constit­
uent unions, but the CIO is different not 
only in its aims for a 25-percent wage in­
crease, but also in that it is organized 
vertically, that is, in' industries nation­
wide, such as the Automotive Workers. 
Further, member unions of the CIO ad-

6 

here more or less strictly t,o policies of 
the executive headquarters. CIO has had 
many dealings direct with the govern­
ment and freely employs intelligent prop­
aganda to influence the government and 
public as well. On the othe:f hand, AFL 
wants no government interference. Two­
thirds of all CIU unions pay top price of 
$6,000 per year to their heads; presi­
dents of United Automotive \\i'"orkers, 
Amalramated Clothing Workers and 
United Steel Workers receive $9,000, 
$15,000 and $20,000 respectively. The 
president of CIO is Philip Murray. 

When there is a conflict in a plant 
caused by dispute between CIO and AI!~L 
as to which shall have right to organize, 
this is usually called an organizational 
strike. On the other hand, jurisdictional 
strikes may be caused by conflicts be­
tween two different .ltFL or CIO nnions, 
each cJaiming certain individuals or 
groups. (The seven-month Hollywood 
movie studio strike was jurisdictional.) 
Unions are sometimes organized accord­
ing to territory, but more often "accord­
ing to trade internationally for the Unit­
ed States and Canada. Thus membership 
is based on those in a specified occuv.a­
tion, most common of which is the build­
ing trade. 

There is no lack of democratic struc­
ture in the government of the nnion. 
Officers· are elected, and in the CIO no 
member may be dismissed without a 
hearing. However, the president of a un­
ion is very strong and he can appoint 
CQnfidential committees and expel any­
one who does not properly support the 
strike. There is some evidence also that 
union leaders are given almost unques­
tioning support, and elections are fre­
quently uncontested. It~ shOuld also be 
remarked that between the AFL and the 
CIO there is a bitter conflict for powet, 
and in general the AFL will not recog­
nize a CIO picket line. Recently there has 
been talk of a merger of AFL and CIO. 

In this consideration of the cost and 
operation of ·labor unions it should not 
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be lost sight of that even the high sala­
ries to union presidents are not compa­
rable to the salaries and compensation to 
the presidents, say, of United SW.tea 
Steel, General Motors, the moving pic­
ture industry, and many others. Govem­
n:umt :figures: show that t.he top ineome in 
the country was, after all deductions, 
more thB11 a million dollars. Many of 
these, after all taxes are paid, have sev­
eral hundred thousMd dollars' income. 
But to increase the size of Big Labor to 
meet the size of Bigger Capital does not 
necessarily help the plight of the people. 

Labor C011ts ond Profits 
This brings up the fact that there are 

certain aspects of the situation, especial­
ly the damages and dangers of continued 
demo.uda enforced by etrikea, to which 
the unions appear blind. First is the in­
tensely controversial issue as to whether 
in<".rsitsed wage111 neceFi~llrily bring higher 
prices. Here we enter a field of highly 
conflicting claims. Even on the related 
issue of what percentage the cost of la­
bor represents in the cost of the finished 
product, one labor nuthority claims this 
IS often as low as 8 percent and generally 
not over 25 percent; whiLe business au­
thorities place the average at 33 percent 
and note that in such industries as furni­
ture manufacturing, diamond cntting, 
watches and jewelry manufacturing, this 
reaches over 80 percent. In 1946 the esti­
mated percentage of' wageR anrl ~alariP.P. 
of the gross income of all corporations 
waa 40 percent. 

Further COJ1liilenting npon the CIO es­
timates of $1~,500,000,000 total profit be­
fore taxes on all corporations for 1947, 
the bank report reveals that of the na­
tional business organization composed of 
420,000 corporations of all sizes and 
2,500,000 partnerships, individual pro­
prielorship5, etc., only half showed any 
profit for the tabulated years 1916-1943. 
Another writer shows that the average 
profit for all businesses was 3 percent. 
Tf labor cost is increased 25 percent 
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when it is already costing at least 30 per­
cent, to give the least figure possible 
from the above, the result is 7.5 percent 
inc.reo.ec for total coat of unit. What fugn 
happens to the average business, which 
makes only 3 percent profitf Either they 
rai•~ thP N>Kt nf the comrnodit;~~: or they 
eventually go out of business. The mar­
ginal and businesses already showing a 
deficit are simply snnwed under. 

Summing up the interest that business 
has in wage increases, and pointing out 
that the public also has a stake in cor­
porate success to the tune of 20,000,000 
stockholders in American industry, a 
manufacturer emphasizes: "It is simply 
wumum.l econonlic.s to think that we can 
grant large wage increases Blld at the 
same time keep prices also from rising." 
Labor must likewise admit an interest in 
staving off bankruptcy in general, as 
failure inevitably brings unemployment 
with all the vicious accompnniments. 

Things Labor MUBt Corudder 
Wage increases that IIa ve a tendency 

to price a commodity off the market are 
well illustrated by the soft coal industry 
itself. In 1920 the price of bituminous 
wu.• slightly over $1.00 per ton at the 
mines. 'fhe price today, after repeated 
wage increases (for a 54-hour week the 
miner now makes $75.25; $1.18 :pP.r hour 
plus overtime), is $3.25 at the mmes. Re­
flecting public trend away from coal dur­
ing-that period, the 1920 percentage use 
of coal for heat and power of 78 percent 
had fallen to 51.3 percent in 1946. With 
further wage demands by Lewis of 32<1 
an hour, and further 'strike lnterrupt..iou 
of coal supply a definite P.robability, 
what is the borne builder likely to do 
when the choice liea between insto.lling a 
coal furnace, or gas, or oil f Thus the 
coal strikers appear to be fighting not 
only management but. also inexs-rable 
rules of supply and demand. 

Also to be considered are the present 
losses to labor; Recent reports from th.e 
five leading lfutomobile companies show 
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that they took a -net loss in 1946 in ex­
cess of $5,500,000. Department of labor 
figures show the loss of 107,450,000 man­
days due to strikes for the year 1946. 
Another writer estimated the man-days 
lost up ·to May 1946 for postwar strikes 
had been 110 million, and that this rep­
resented a loss of $5,500,000,000 in out­
put. In these figures lies a. greatly over­
looked fact: the workingman's condition 
will be improved by lower prices, as well 
as increased wages, and "large produc­
tion means lower cost". Statistics that do 
not necessarily rule out strikes but that 
do merit consideration are that strikes 
often were not justified by wage increases 
won. For instance, 11not nntil1948will the 
workers in General Motors be as well off 
as they would have been had they not 
struck and had worked steadily without 
any wage increase whatsoever. Not until 
1953 will they be as well off as they 
would have been had they accepted the 
company's offer of 13! cents." 

History is a teacher. The result of 
the price-wage spiral in' Italy, France 
and Germany was the socialization of la· 
hor, that is, they came under strict gov­
ernment coutrol. Maybe it cannot happen 
here, but the similar symptoms often 
foretell the similar disease. 

Curbs on Labor 
Labor, as a result of its unrestrained 

drive for power, seems to have overtaxed 
public sympathy. There is a rather gen­
eral demand for legisl'l\tiQP- to curb labor. 
A recent Gallop Poll shows eight percent 
of the public favor the closed sliop, 
whereas sixty-six percent are for the 
open shop. Current legislation in the 
making before Congress contemplateS 
bans on such practices arid policies as 
closed shop, mass picketing, portal-to­
portal pay, secondary boycot~s, sym­
pathy strikes, outlaw strikes violating 
contracts, jurisdictional strikes, check­
orr and industry-wide bargaining. The 
legislators are also considering moves 
requiring secret ballots electing union 
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leaders. at regular intervals, a majority 
vote of all workers involved before call. 
ing a strike, and free speech for the em­
ployer to the union rank and file. They 
consider that union leaders have too 
mnch power over the workingman. Some 
working for labor curbs claim amend­
ment of the Wagner Act is necessary to 
avert abuses and socialistic dictatorship. 

Labor leaders before Congress com­
mittees considering labor legislation flat­
ly reject any curbs on labor, refusing to 
discuss constructively the problems in­
volving pnblic welfare. Both Philip Mur­
ray, president of th~ CIO, and Willia:r;n 
Green, president of the AFL, opposed all 
bills being considered:, and neither of­
fered any alternate remedies to halt 
strikes opposed to the public •welfare. 
But the legislation wil) come, it seems. 
Already Tennessee, Florida, Arkansas, 
Arizona alld Virginia have banned the 
closed shop, and similar legislation im­
pends in New York, N ortb Ca.ro]jna. and 
Georgia. Closed shops have been tenned 
monopolies under the domination of rad­
ical and irresponsible labor leaders, and 
some .have called the anti-closed shop or 
the open shop measureS as "freedom to 
work" legislation. Certainly the ~losed 
shop deprives a person of indiviSual 
rights. Labor's position has always been 
that there mnst be higher wages to coun­
teract high~:!' pri~s, but before the con­
gressional committees some witnesses 
have wisely observed that the remedy is 
not increased wages for ~rkers in cer­
tain industries, but lower prices that will 
benefit the public generall'\':. 

When will distraught hUmanity learn 
that they and their leaders, regardless of 
the policies of those in power, cannot 
bring equality and peace to the world 1 
They have dictatorships, Communism, 
democracies, People's governments, La­
bor governments ; and with them all they 
have still endless woe. Will they learn 
before it is too late that only under 
Gad's kingdom can tltey attain equalitY 
and justice and lasting peace 1 
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Yuaoslavia Idolizes the State 
Murderlng.half a million Yugoslavs deemed. leas criminal than bavln& raatb. In Jehovab's JdDgdom 

I N September of last 
year Archbishop Step­

inac was arrested in Yu­
goslavia, charged with 
"crimes against the peo­
ple". Evidence at the 
trial proved that when 
Hitler took over the coun­
try in April of 1941 and 
set up the puppet regime 
of Pavelitch, Stepinac 
became a member of 
Pavelitch's parliament, . 
became apostolic vicar to 
Pavelitch's army, and be­
came a , member of the 
committee to convert 
Serbs to Roman Catholi­
cism. Hierarchy and ter­
rorists, known as ''U stashi" and "Cru­
saders", were responsible for forced con­
versions to Roman Catholicism and for 
the massacres of thousands of Orthodox 
Serbs. Stepinac attended U stashi ban­
quets and blessed the terronsts. Hitler's 
puppet regime drenched itself in the 
blood of 50,000 Jews and 500,000 Serbs, 
which means much of the blood stained 
the black skirts of collaborating Stepi­
nac. For his share in murder he was sen­
tenced to sixteen years of hard labor. 

Also during September of 19'1b a 
group of Jehovah's witnesses were ar­
re_sted in Yugoslavia. The case went, to 
tnal February 3, 1947. They were 
charged with sending false reports out 
of the country, with working against the 
interests of the state, and with waiting 
for the coming of the "kingdom of J eho­
vah". The trial was hustled through, and 
on February 6 it was announced that 
three of the witnesses were acquitted, 
eleven were given sentences ranging 
from five to fifteen years' imprisonment, 
and three were condemned to die. Can 
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you fathom the standard 
of values by which Yugo­
slavian courts operate1 
One man works with the 
Nazi invaders and assists 
in murdering half a mil­
lion Yugoslavs. He draws 
sixteen years of hard la­
bor. Others wait for the 
kingdom of Jehovah God. 
For this they receive 
death sentences. Either 
Yugoslavia places a very 
low value on the lives of 
its people or it puts a 
fantastically high value 
and sacredness on its na­
tional state, even jealous­
ly resenting competition 

in the field of government from God's 
kingdom. 

On February 22 the following dis­
'patch appeared in the New York Times: 

The Supreme Court of Croatia has recently 
commuted the death sentences of three of 
Jehovah's witnesses. As the result of an ap­
peal, the three received sentences of twenty 
years' imprisonment at hard labor. Some oth­
ers who were tried with them also had their 
prison terms reduced. Meanwhile, five former 
Yugoslav officials of the Shell Oil Company 
in Zagreb were sentenced to terms ranging 
from one to nine years on charges of collab­
oration with the Germans and the Ustashi. 
This is good news, but it still shows that 
Yugoslavia believes in lighter 1lentences 
for those' who collaborated with Hitler 
than for those who wait for the kingdom 
of Jehovah God. 

Russian influence in Yugoslavia is 
well known. Yugoslavs dislike even the 
use of the word "God". Godlessness be­
comes a mania with them. But since man 
was created with the inherent desire to 
worship something, Yugoslavia fills this 
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desire with the state, making it their Christian endurance. Yugoslavia's of­
god, their object of worship, their reli- ficial opposition is no new experience for 
gion. And their state-religion suscepti- Jehovah's witnesses. They have sur­
hili ties are as sensitive and as easily vived many bans against them, invoked 
shocked as any religionist's susceptibil- during the years of war hysteria. They 
ities ever were I The government feels · survived a dozen years of diabq_lical 
the state is holy, unassailable, and that ·persecution in Nazi Germany. They sur­
its failures must never be breathed vived the cruelties of Hitler's puppet 
about. Oh, yes, in speeches M~rshal Tito regime in Yugoslavia. Their survival 
has guaranteed freedom of worship in was due only to Goh grace, and tbere 
his country. Accordfng to law there is is no reason to bolieve this divine g'race 

-absolute freedom of speech and •:press will fail now, In other words,· there is no 
and faith, but in practice freedom IS re- reason to believe Jehovah's witnesses 
stricted. There is freedom to laud the will not survive the onslaughts of the 
state, to flatter it, to propagandize for anti-God forces in Yugoslavia. 
it, to spread its political philosophies; On one occasion early Christians were 
but when yon differ with it, freedom mobbed for preaching the gospel at Thee­
ceases. salonica. The apostle Paul was Preaching, 

The Yugoslnv government knows that many believed, but otht!rs were envious 
the Naz:is in Germany threw the witness- and roused the rabble elements and raid­
es into concentration camps and tor- ed the home into which Paul and others 
tured and murdered them by hundreds had retired. The mob seized some of the 
and thousands. The_ Yugoslavs hated the Christians and took them to the .rulers, 
works of the Nazis, and fought to charging, "These all do contrary to the 
stem and stop their spread. But they decrees of Cresar, saying that there is 
have forgotten Hitler's brng that even another king, one ;Jesus."-Acts 17:1-7. 
in military defeat he waul~ triumph, be-. Wherein does the charge now leveled 
cause thE' Nazi state ideology would in- against Jehovah's witnesses in Yugo­
fect the world. The country of Yugo- slavia diffe~ from tlte- ~barge hurled 
sla.vio. seems infected by it. Jehovah's against early Christians who waited for 
witnesses in Yugoslavia can tell little another king, for J'esus1 
difference in their lives under Hitler The conunutation of the sentences by 
rule or Tito rule. They 8-l'E' stiJl being tl1e Supreme Cour~of Croatia, a prov. 
subjected to home raids, arrested, con- ince of Yugoslavia, shows that it ~leased 
victed, and imprisoned for long terms. God to cause the• original destructive 
Tbe present regime has a new name, purposes of the state-worshipers to be 
new faces, new backers in the East; frustrated. 'While appeals were sped 
but the fruits they bear are still totali- thyough the Yugoslavian courts, .Jeho. 
tarian. The mere incorporation of the vah's witnesses in the United States, 
term "peoples" in the government's name Canada, the British Isles and Europe 
does not make it ·in fact the peoples'. wrote thousands upon thousands of let­
The only real governmental hope for the 
peoples of earth is the kingdom of Je- ters to the Tito government in Yugo-
hovah. slavia and to its ambassadors and min-

F th t ki d J h h. 't es s isters in other countries protesting or a ng om e ova ·s WI n se 
will continue to wait. And if while wait· against the outrages and violation of 
ing for God's incoming kingdom to re- liberty. Hundreds of cablegrams were 
place human governments Jehovah's wit- sent. Also personal calls were made up­
neeses are -persecuted by egotistical on the Yugoslavian ambassadors in 

·states, the persecution will be borne with Washington and in London. 
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They were requested to cause their reside, asking him to request his govern­
gover.nrue.ut to r:;td.y the executions aud ment to take action to r.~.-ee tLc~e con­
reduce the sentences. The ambassador demned men. This is necessary in order 
at ~Washington reported that the con- that their unrighteous convictions may 
demned Christian ministers were not be redressed and God's people vindicat­
persecuted for their conscience or be- ed. It may please Jehovah God to com­
lief, but that they were convicted because pletely frustrate the purposes of the per­
their reports to the Brooklyn head- aecutors by full deliverance of His wit­
quarters on the interference with their nesses. 
nilnistry in Yugoslavia was spying on Persecution is not pleasant to the 
Yugoslavia. flesh, bnt the ners~utors are the ones 

What a silly excuse for condemning defeated in the end. Paul wrote: "We 
ChriRtiam~ b~cRt18e of their worBhip of know that all things work tog~ther fol' 
Jehovah I The Yugoslavian position can good to them that love Ood." {Romans 
b{lst be underst0od by a simple illnetra- 8: 28) Again, when Pau! was l!!!prisoned 
tion. Suppose a bully should unjusti- in Rome, he declared: "But I would ye 

f:~~~Y r=~~lti':t:i!"i;j~~~~ ~J.:~0~u;p~~~ ~~fn': ~h~h"i;;~~enb:t~:o:; ~';;'th!~: 
the mjured person reported the facts of fallen out rather unto the furtherance of 
the assault to his doctor, lawyer, or the gospel." (Philippians 1: 12-14) Per­
friend. Then suppose for this simple re- aeuutiuu men~ly adYertises and spreads 
port he is prosecuted and sentenced to Jehovah's message. Men cannot stop it. 

~~;~~~~!~~ ~~g~J ~1~ft0~~";;,'juHJl: -/t~ -::~:: ~~ 3J;e world should considu. 
it not earned a seat in the gatlery uf Prison sentences against those who mere­
rogue-nations like the late Nazi govern- ly wait for the coming of Jehovah God's 
mentor the demised Fascist government kingdom is shocking news, shocking espe­
of Itnlyf cially when coming out of a member-

Jehovah's Witnesses are not satisfied nation of the United Nations, an organi­
to let the matter rest where it now is! zai.ion formed to uphold freedom. Tho 
with the Christian nilnisters sentenceo peoples are told to look to UN for peace 
to prison for~ terms of years. They plan and lllrity, for world harmony and free­
to take every possible action that may be dam. Yugoslavia seems nut of st.op with 
legally nvnilnhle to them until God sees those high aims. Men of good-will should 
fit to liberate these men or shows that realize that just because the peoples of 
nothing else can be done. A formal writ- countries gnu.in ruling po".ver, that does 
ten request to the Yngoslavian govern- not end oppression. Also, when rulers 
ment for full pardon and for the release cast ofi religion, as Yugoslavia tends to 
of these men has been made. It was pre- . do, it does not mean a more favorable 
~en ted. by a cteleganon oi' n1en iind wom~ season ror gospe;.prea.clilng fvr cnrts­
en who called on the Yugqslavian am- tiana. What has happened in Yugoslavia 
haseador in Washington recently. A accumulates more proof that men cannot 
further appeal to the 8upreme Court of set np governments that bring in full 
Yugoslavia is being att.empted. freedom and blessings for individua.ls. 

Would you desire to do your ~mall Daily events in world affairs pile ever 
part too, by askillg for full pardon and higher the strong arguments for waifutg 
release of these men T If so, write a letter for the ineonilng kingdom of J ebovah 
to the embas.ador of Yug<>s!avia <>£ the God to fully take over earth's rule, 
capital city of the country in which you wherein no state by men will be idolized. 
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ARE YOUR FEET 
IN BONDAGE? 

OUR grandmothers both laughed and 
wept because little Chinese girls had 

their feet bound to prevent them ~rom 
growing. They laughed over the Chmese 
idea that women with baby-size feet, 
whirl:! prevented them from walking, 
we:r:-e of more noble blood and culture. 
than other women with normal feet. Our 
grandmothers also wept because of the 
terrible suffering imposed upon the help­
less Chinese girls by the vicious and 
criminal practice of footbindipg. Now 
the tables hnve been turned. Chinese 
girls who have been freed from bondage 
of the feet are laughing. They are laugh­
ing at the ridiculous high-heeled stilts 
and pinch-toed shoes, sizes too small, 
that are worn by women of the Vl estern 
world. 

Fashion, yes, but who sets the shoe 
fashions and who is responsible for 
these mo

1
dern designs f Strange as it may 

seem, our twentieth-century shoes are 
only modern versions of those that were 
worn during the centuries past. Sandals 
and sling-backs, pumps and platforms, 
mules and moccusins, open-toes and cut­
aways, scuffs and clogs, wedgies and 
anklets-all of these find their c('Jl]nter­
parts and forerunners in the histories 
and superstitions of past ages. 

The most ancient sort of shoe Was the 
Egyptian tab-teb or sandal made of 

plaited papyrus strips or palm 
leaves. It consisted of a simple 
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sole held on the foot 
by strapk Even 
when artisans and 
jewelsmiths embossed and engraved the 
sandals of Egyptian kings, and. orna­
mented them with gold and precious 
stones, still they remained free and open. 
Other influences on footwear design came 
from the Medes, Persians, Phrygians, 
Syrians and Parthians, and on the boots 
of ancient Cretans are found the resem­
blance of our present-day.heels. 

Grecian sandals were known by their 
distinguishing ankle and instep bindings. 
It is said that the most c01stly item in the 
Grecian woman's Wardrobe was her san­
dals, which she artistically embroidered, 
as noted by the Gree~ poetess, Sappho, 
in 600 B.C.: ''broidered shoes of varied 
and delightful colors wrought with Lyd­
ian art." 

The Romans marked their social posi­
tion and rank by their foot attire. The 
slave was forbidden to wear shoes. The 
peasa·nt wore a b9xea made of vegetable 
fiber similar to the Egyptian sandal. 
~Then there were the crepida, saccus and 
-ca./ce'lts. The corikurnus made of buck­
skin was worn by the Romai:t senators 
and men of position. Emperor Helio­
gtlbalus had his shoes ornamented with 
costly diamonds and jewels, and then 
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passed a law forbidding, mind you, the 
women of the empire from doing like­
wise. A v exception, as might be expected, 
was the wife of Nero, Popprea, who gor­
geously decorated her sandals. Emperor 
Aurelius decreed red, green and white 
for female shoes. 

It is interesting to note that these 
early pagans under the influence of devil­
religion honored their gods with their 
shoes. Says The Scientific American 
Supplement (October 27, 1906): "The 
shoes and sandals of the Greeks, Ro­
mans, Egyptians, and Jews [when they 
turned to the practice of devil-worship] 
were ornamented with horns, crescents, 
and other representations of the moon." 
The Homans decorated their shoes with 
ivory crescents and heads and claws of 
small wild animals, no doubt in honor of 
Nimrod. The North American Indian, 
likewise in ignorance of Jehovah God, 
made his moccasins fetish tokens and 
symbols, and decorated them with super­
stitious resemblances of the sun and 
moon, life and death, and the wind and 
trees. · 

Atrocious Styles of Medieval Times 
During the thirteenth, fourteenth and 

fifteenth centuries the people wore· the 
most ridiculous and fantastic shoes that 
could be imagined. The crackowe ( crak­
ow) or poulaine, the splay-foot, the 
pantofle or pantable, and the chopine 
were a few of them. 

The crakow, with its .exaggerated toe, 
became the fad among males in England 
during the thirteenth century, a fad that 
lasted more than a century. This "fin­
ished perfection of absurdity'', as it has 
been called, measured as much as two or 
two and a half feet beyond the end of 
the toes and had to be tied up to the , 
lmees with silver chains. To make a dis­
tinction between royalty and commoners 
the people were forbidden by Edward IV 
to wear them more than two inches be­
yond the end of the toes "under pain of 
cursing by the clergy'', whose "Scrip­
tural" argument was that no man can 
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add a cubit to his stature. Hume, in his 
history of England, says that the clergy 
were able to overturn thrones but were a 
complete failure when it came to ending 
the long-pointed shoe. 

Finally in desperation an appeal was 
made to the pope, who, in 1468, issued 
his "bulle" and "cursyd thos that made 
any Ionge pykys" on their shoes. But 
"sum men sayde that they wolde were 
Ionge pykys whethyr Pope wylie or 
nylle, for they sayde the Popys curse 
wolde not kylle a flye". A variation of 
the poulaine that was worn in that cen­
tury of "shoemania" was the splay-foot 
that turned the feet out and made the 
wearel' look knock-kneed. 

When the fashion pendulum swung in 
the opposite direction wide shoes became 
the style, shoes twelve inches wide across 
the toes! Again the law was called upon 
to distinguish the "upper crust" from the 
rest of the shoe-foolish. Six inches was 
set as the limit for commoners. But when 
the pendulum again swung to the forked 
shoe in 1612 its popularity did not last 
long because, as one said, "we can hardly 
kneel in God's house," because it was 
twice the foot's length. 

The pantofles or pantables, which ap­
peared in the latter part of the sixteenth 
century, had thick cork soles, and 
without uppers at the heels, similar to 
the modern "mules". They were made of 
black, green, yellow and white velvet, 
stitched with silk and embroidered with 
gold and silver, and covered with innu­
merable gewgaws. But, oh my! they "flap, 
flap, up and down in the dirt, casting up 
the mire to the knees of the wearer", said 
an observer of the time. And yet the sty]­
iits said they were "handsome". 

The chopine was brought from Turkey 
to Italy and then to France, with the city 
of Venice being plagued the worst. This­
was by far the most idiotic shoe ever 
worn by women. More than shoes, they 
were highly ornamented stilts, the "best" 
being eighteen inches high! It was so 
difficult for-the ladies to balance on these 
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outlandish things that their husbands or where personal whims, notions and fan­
maidservants ·had to hold them up. Ob- cies dictate the style the populace puts 
servers of the day were both cand1d and up with everything frotn poulailles to 
satirical in their remarks. Mr. Evelyn, clogs; The Pharaohs and Caesars had 
in telling how the women of Venice in shoes made of gold. Napoleon's bOots be-
1645 stalked around half again as high got the Hessian and Wellington boots. 
as the rest of the world, exclaimed: Dandies like Sir 'Valter Raleigh, who~;;e 
1'What dwarfs they appear when taken shoes were studded with precious stones 
down from their wooderi scaffolds!" Oth- worth £6,600, had their influence. Cardi­
ers called the women that wore them nal Wolsey's shoes, also weighted down 
"half-ers", that is, "half woman, half tim- with precious metals, impressed the 
bet." Nor was Thomas Nashe a little irri- stupidly vain. The French females Mon­
tated. ''Women," said he, "what an yrk~ tespan, Pompadour, Du Barry and An-· 
some kind of people they bel" , toinette were style-setters for their sex. 

The modern clog is only a modified ver~ Marie· Antoinette's shoes were so num­
sion of the 14th century patten; concern- erous and extravagant that they had to 
ing which Doetor Darwen spoke :kls mind be indexed a·ccording to eolor, date and 
when he wrote: style to keep them in order. Wealth and 

Pretty ladles, how they talk! position, then, have been important fac-
PrittJe prlttle, pritt1e prattle; tors that have influenced shoe designs in 

Like their pattens when they walk, the past. 
Pittle paddle,. :pittle paddle. Another strong influence on feminine 

In the eighteenth century pumps were shoe fashion is sex psychology. A. woman 
worn by footmen, while women stepped properly attired reflects her God-given 
out in very fancy slippers made of laven- grace and feminine beauty from head to 
der, ruriber, green and pale-buff velvets. foot. "How beautiful are thy feet with 
The Quakers in those days counseled shoes," says the Song of Solomon. (7; 1) 
against them, saying, "Friends are care- It is not surprising, then, that high-step­
fu1 to avoid wearing striped shoes or red ping, bewitching glamor girls ~xagger­
and white heels or clogs or shoes ate the seductive power of female foot­
trimmed with gaudy colors." In the mid- gear to captivate the simple, as it is writ­
die of the last century, when women's ten in the Apocrypha: "Her sandals rav­
dresses dragged .upon the ground, and ished his eyes, her beauty took his mind 
when the remark was sometimes passed, prisoner." -Judith 16:9. 
"Be very careful, Madame, you are show- This explains why women of this 
ing your feet,'' little concern was given twentieth century having been freed 
to shoes. But when skirts crept uy an from the nose ring, the wasp waist and 
inch, dnring the seventies, two Wicked the pierced ear lobe, and given po-litical 
inventions peeped out: "toothpick" shoes emancipation, and having also had the 
and high heels. Both were a far cry from same opportunity as men and children 
the E~imple, open and flat Egyptian to escape from the slavish footwfiar ... of 
sandal. former generations, have, nevertheless 

Who Sets the Fashiom? 
Who or what, then, has been the cause 

of these changes over the centuries? 
Where utility has been the governing 
factor, as in Mesopotamia, the bazars 
still sell shoes that vary little from those 
of 4,000 years ago. But in countries 

u 

chosen to leave their feet in voluntarY 
bondage. The fads and fashions of this 
generation are models of the past, only 
now they are "machine-made" out of 
snake, lizard, alligator and ka1;1garoo 
.skins, together with synthetic plastics. 

In the beginning man and woman 
walked in a garden of perfection upon 
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carpets of springy grass, and their bare 
feet needed no protection. Dr. D. J. Mor­
ton, as associate professor of anatomy at 
Columbia University, says: "The natural 
foot is the naked, unclothed foot; and its 
arched conformation is not an element of 
weakness in design calling for artificial 
l1elp." Tl>e natural foot, composed of 
some twenty-seven bones, i• made to car­
ry the weight of the body. 

Cnat out of Eden into the w1fini•hed 
earth and subjected to the cutting ele­
ments, the burning sands, the ice and 
~old, and th~ inconveniences of J'civiliza­
tion", man sought to protect his feet with 
shoes. As long as hts shoes were loose 
sandals and moccasins his foot troubles 
were few, for the foot was permitted to 
distribute the body weight according to 
the design of the foot. Only when the 
foot was incased in an inllexible shoe 
were mnn's troubles multiplied. The 
reason why so many modern feet cannot 
operate in sandals is that they have be~n 
weakened by heavy nnd binding footgear. 

Are High Heel• Harmful? 
When a vain lady insists on jamming 

her feet into shoes two sizes too small 
she must pay the penalty for the sup­
posed daintiness gained. A survey of 
78,000 persons dnring the war showed 
that the majority of those suffering from 
corns, "alluses, athlete's foot and flat and 
weak arches were women. The cause for 
these conditions has been brought to 
light throu15h the development of the 
X-rny, staticometer and kinetograph. 
These instruments show when .the body 
weight i~;; not properly distributed over 
the foot a~ .purposed by the Creator. If 
corn pads, arch supports and metatarsal 
Dads rive any temr.orsrry r~ll~;af it i~ hQ­
cause they re-distr1bnte some of the mis­
.,laced weight. 'l'hey are not a permanent 
cure. 

The high-heel shoe is by far the worst 
enemy of the feet, for the reason that it 
takes the greater portion of the weight 
that is intended for the heel and throws 
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it forward on the weaker bones of the 
foot, causing deformation of the arch 
a.nd toes, and, in addition, a distortion 
of the pelvis and spine resnlts. These 
facts have been amply supported by 
acientific data. Drs. Dagron, Quenu and 
Kuss, back at the time of the first 'Wilrld 
war, showed that heels three and a half 
inches high caused the tibia to be forced 
backward with the knees bending and the 
trunk falling out of line in an effort to 
balance. 

Dr. S.D. Fairweather, in 1922, showed 
that a woman 5 feet 6 inches tall stand­
ing on two-inch heels is thrown two feet 
off the perpendicular, and, in order to 
maintain her balance, muscles and ten­
dons throughout her body are strained, 
her head and shonlders are drooped, her 
chest is contracted and her abdomen is 
unduly protruded. '!'he result is, her 
whole body suffers fatigne, which in turn 
causes nervous irritation. There is no 
spring fron1 luu ankh~ w}Jen :she Wl:Llkts. 
Her gait is an ungainly hobble or a clum­
sy wobble instead of an easy, smooth 
and graceful flow of motion that would 
bring out the real beauty of her anatomy. 

A few years ngo, when 42 high school 
girls wearing high heels were x.rayed 
it was revealed that 36 of them had for­
ward-bending necks, 32 had protruding 
abdomens, and all42 had a curvature of 
the spine. Some of them had as mueh as 
a 40° tilt in their pelvis. Given proper 
education on shoes it was shown, a year 
later, that the nll111ber of girl• wearing 
oxfords bad jumped from 60 to 80 per­
cent. Those wearing too short and too 
no.rrow oboes dropped from 77 to 20 per· 
cent, and the percentage of those wth 
flat feet dropped from 40 to 10. 

Th.io ia a. foir eXAmple of ho'W' ~Onl(') 
girls, if given-the proper instruction, will 
bless themselves with healthful shoos 
while others will not. But why, in this en­
lightened age, do so many women and 
girls insist on going around head and 
shoulders above the rest of the world, 
paying an nnreasonaltle prjce in money 
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and poor health for doing soT The Ladies 
Home Jottrnal gave three reasons: they 
covet a highly arched instep, increased 
height, and a short-appearing foot. Also, 
they put the accent on sex in shaping up 
:more alluringly ( T) the calf of the leg. 
lf they think to get up in the world by 
stilted shoes, they would do better with 
a pair of seventeenth-century chopines. 
Poor, frustrated men: they make a fee­
ble effort to get specially advertised 
shoes so that they can now ''be taller than 
she", and "she" comes back1 with "plat­
forms" having soles lt inches thick and 
heels 5 or 6 inches high! 

Ridicule them 1 It is useless. Pass a 
parliamentary law against them t It is of 
no avail. Bring the curses of the clergy 

Nervous Vulture 

down on them TIt's only a waste of wind. 
Import a papal prohibition against 
them 1 That too is worthless. ~11 of these 
methods have been tried in past ages and 
all have failed to reform the fashions. 
Now come the doctors with the X-ray 
proof, but such men of "common" sense 
are called old fogies, not modern. Actu­
ally, though, the "old fogies'' seem to be 
those that now wear modified seven­
teenth-century stilts. How long will 
Chinese girls continue to laugh at West­
ern-world women f Probably till Arma­
geddon haS swept away the bondage of 
vain and sexy fashion and people once 
again "get their feet on the ground". Un­
til then, don't BCCusingly say "tny feet 
are killing me". Instead ask yourself, 
"Am I killing my feetT" 

.r_ Even the birds' have personal likes 8Ild dislikes.- For instan~, in the Philo.delphia 
Zoological Garden is an odd-looking one e&lled a secretary vultura Headkeeper Regan 
bad the following observation to make about this bird: "She gets upset about nuns. 
I guess it must be the black-and-white of their 'robes. But anyway, whenllver she sees 
one she gets seared pink. So now when we spot nuns coming along we ask them to 
please steer clear of her." 

FuTry Gold 
(!, Chinchilla farming is big bll!li:n.ess, v;:ith the aeeent now on breeding. There are less 
than 60,000 chinchillas in the world, enough to ID.ll.ke only 400 eoats. It takes 150 pelts 
to make a llBpe, whicil ret;ails for $35,000. Less than one chinchilla garment is plMed 
on the world market each -year. Chinchillas are natives of the Andes in South America, 
and the entire chinchilla population of the United St8tes springs from 11 imported 
from Chile in 1933. The little a.nim.als are nooturnal, 8Ild ~ate for life. 
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Modem Nimrods 
Cl. Long bows twanged in Wyoming as bow-and-arrow enthusiasts tried to equai the 
Indians who on~ slew the mighty bison with feathered shafts, Three hull buffaloes 
were loosed, and thirty a:rclleJ'S punctured their sides with arrows hut failed to Q.own 
the beasts. A wild arrow hit and killl.!d a eow buffalo. The bulls were dispatched. with 
:dflea, after the torturous "sport" ended. Some modern Nimrods justify their luat to 
kill by claiming they need the game for food.; hut why an they• so anxioua to hag 
their limit, and brag about it, and balle themselves photographed with the wild animals 
they have slaughteredf Do they similarly pose witb. the steer they butcher for foodf 
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Whitewashing 
Mary 

Surratt 

DIOGENES went about in broad day­
light with a lantern, looking for an 

honest man. ·The Roman Catholic Hier­
archy also is on the hunt for an honest 
man, particularly if he should happen t_o 
stand in its way. '!.'hen it will not hesi­
tate at anything. \Vhatever else can ~e 
said for Lincoln, and much can be said 
for him, he was honest. But the position 
of Lincoln, secure as it may seem, is not 
spared from the attack of the calumnia­
tor, who, with unremitting malignity and 
sly subtlety, seeks to bring reproach up­
on this man in· order to clear the skirts 
of the religious system which not only 
was involved in his untimely death, but 
which was, according to unimpeachable 
testimony, the prime mover in accom­
plishing it. 

But why would the Roman Catholic 
Hierarchy wish to destroy the president 
of the United States? On more than one 
occasion Lincoln had come to grips with 
representatives of that Hierarchy, and 
where a man as honest as he comes into 
close contact with those opponents of lib­
erty, there is, inevitably, conflict. "Lin­
coln's prophecy," quoted by Chiniquy, 
sums up Lincofu's suspicions of the Ro­
man Catholic Hierarchy: 

I do not pretend to be a prophet. But though 
not a prophet, I see a very dark cloud on our 
horizon. And that dark cloud is coming from 
Rome. It is filled with tears of blood. It will 
rise and increase, till its flanks will be torn by 
a flash of lightning, followed by a fearful peal 
of thunder. Then a cyclone such as the wodd 
has never seen will pass over this country, 
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spreading ruin and desolation from north to 
south. After it is over, there will be long days 
of peace and prosperity: for Popery, with its 
Jesuits and merciless Inquisition, will have 
been forever swept away from our country. 

To destroy the deep !mpression which 
the life and death of Lmcoln have made 
upon the American peoi_Jle is not a~ easy 
matter, and it comes with somethmg of 
amazement that a play should be intro­
duced with the evident purpose of justi­
fying one who was inextricably involved 
in his assassination. 

"The Story of Mary Surratt" 
On .February 2 of this year there ap­

peared in the New York Times,. in a 
prominent position, an advance notice_ of 
a forthcoming stage pla;y, together wi!h 
a large picture of the chief characters m 
striking pose. "The Story of Mary Sur­
ratt" was to be presented at a second­
rate theater during the following week.• 

The play made its appearance at a 
. sardonically "propitious" ~ime, ,sh~rtly 
before the anniversary of Lmcoln s buth, 
and the report of its performance ap­
peared in Monday's papers, Febr~ary_lO. 
It was not a successful venture, Judgmg 

· from the subdued tone of the report, 
which says of J'ohn Patrick, the aut~or, 
that his excursion among the archives 
convinced him that Mary Sunatt was 
erroneously accused. 

· But .a more reliable testimony is avail­
able than this dramatic attempt to make 
the hard-faced Mary Surratt a sweet, ,in­
nocent little woman, as pc:.rtrayed by 
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Dorothy Gish. A priest who knew pri~sts fronted, face to face, with the government de­
and their subjects tells a more convmc- tective, Major" Smith, who swears [to the fol­
ing story. In his book, Fifty Years in the lowing facts]: 
Church of Rome, he says: "I que~Stioned him in regard to his occu.pa-

In the book of the testimonies given in the tion, and what business he had at the hoUBe, 
prQsecution of the assassin of Lincoln, pub- at this late hour of the night. He stated that 
lished by Ben Pitman, and in the two volumes he was a laborer, and had come to dig a gutter 
of the trial of John Surratt in 1867, we have [at near midnight!], at the request of Mrs. 
the legal and irrefutable proof that tbe plot Surratt. 
of the assaasins of LinCQln WllS matu:red, if not ''I went to the parlor .door, and said: 'Mrs. 
started in tbe house of Mary Surratt, No. 561 Surratt, will you step here a minute.Y' She 
H Street, Washirigton City, D.C. But who came out, and I asked her: 'Do you know 
were living in that house, and who were visit· this man, and did you hire him to come ilnd 
ing that family! The legal answer says: "The dig a gutter for you?' She answered, raising 
most devoted Catholics in the city!" The her right hand; 'Before God,' sir, I do not 
sworn testimonies show more than that. They know this man, I have never seen him, and I 
show that it was the common rendezvous of did not hire him to.dig a gutter for me:'N 
the priests of Washington. Father Lahiman But it was proVed after, by several unim· 
swears that he was living with Mrs. Surratt, peachable witnesses, that she knew very well 
in the same house! -that Payne was a personal friend of her son, 

What does the presence of so many priests, who, many times, had come to her house, in 
in thB.t house, reveal t.o the world 1 No man of company with his friend and pet, Booth. 
common sense, who knows anything about the Of the character in the play Who takes 
priests of &me, c8.n entertaiu any doubt that, the part of Mary Surratt's daughter;_ u1e 
not only they knew all that was going on in- reviewer says: "Elizabeth Ross under­
side those walls, but that they were the ad- scores the fine impression she made in 
visers, the counselors, the very soul of that her only previous Broadway appearance 
infernal plot .. · · No one, if he· is 110t an· in the title role of 'Song of Bernadette'." 
idiot, will think and say that those priests, One wonders whether this lady, in par­
who were the personal friends and tbe father traying the "sweet" Miss Surratt, ut­
wn:fessors of Booth, John Surratt, Mrs. and tered the sarcastic remark which several 
Misses Surratt, could be constantly there with- witnesses actually heard Miss Surratt 
out knowing what was going on, partieul~rly utter. Said she, the next day after Lin­
when we know that every one of those priests coin's assassination, when the whole 
was a rabid rebel at heart. · country was wrapped in gloom, "Tlte 

Perjury of MTB. Surratt 
Chiniquy, a man who was so honest 

that he earned the undying hat:red of the 
church which he conscientiously strove 
to serve for :fifty years, says of Mrs. 
Surratt: 

In the very moment when the government 
officer orders her to prepare herself, with her 
daughter, 'to follow him as prisoners, at about 
10 P.M., Payne, the would-be murdorer of 
Seward, knocks B.t the door and wants to see 
Mrs. Surratt. But instead of having Mrs. Sur­
ratt to open the door, he finds himself con-
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death of Abraham Lincoln is no more 
than the death of any nigger in the 
army." Sp saying she expressed both her 
and her ·church's contempt for the op­
pressed slave as well as for Lincoln. 
Commenting on this remark, Chiniquy 
says, "Where did she get that ~axim, if 
not from her church I Had not that 
church recently proclaimed through her 
highest legal and civil authority, the de­
voted Roman Catholic, Judge Taney,· in 
his Dred-Scott decision, that Ne5roes 
have no right, which the white is bOund 
to respect f' 
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Mrs. Surratt's Religious Calm 
The report of the play continues : 

"Reverdy Johnson, who defended her, 
gives her the moral courage to die, prom­
ising that in miscarriages of justice such 
as this men of good-will are inflamed to 
set their houses aright." That is the silli­
est effort to explain Mrs. Surratt's calm 
that can well be imagined. Why did the 
writer of the play in this instance leave 
the priest out of the picture T l\Ir. Chim­
quy's account is more convincing by far, 
displaying at the same time better lmowl­
edge of human nature. He says: 

I ask it from any man of common sense, 
could Jeff Davis have imparted such a reli­
gious calm, and self-possession to that woman, 
when her hands were just reddened with the 
blood of the President, and she was on her 
way to trial Y No! Such sang fr&id, such calm 
in that soul, in such a terrible and solemn 
hour, could only come from the teachings of 
those ,Jesuits who, for more than sLx months, 
were in her house, sho'Vf'ing her a crown of 
eternal glory, if she would help to kill the 
monster apostate-Lincoln. 

It was certainly no political or patri­
otic calm that was displayed by Mary 
Surratt. She had the approval of her 
church and her priest, and that was suffi­
cient for her mind, which asked no ques­
tions, admitted no reason, saw no incon­
gruity in the whole horrible business. 

The Priests Escape 
Mrs. Surratt was a tool, but hardly an 

innocent tool, in the hands of the priests. 
General Baker, commenting on the atro­
cious event, says: "I mention, as an ex­
ceptional and remarkable fact, that ev­
ery conspirator in custody is, by edu­
cation, a [Roman] Catholic." (Nor i~ 
this a reflection on all Catholics, by any 
means. The Jesuits know how to select 
those among the laity \vho can best serve 
their purpose. The more intelligent and 
honest Catholics never get to know of 
their workings.) The Jesuit priests, who, 
beyond a reasonable doubt, collaborated 
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in, if they did not contrive the plot, es­
caped. Mr. Chiniquy reports: 

Several of the government men ... told me: 
''We had not the least doubt that the Jesuits 
were at the bottom of that great iniquity; we 
even feared, sometimes, that this would come 
out so clearly before the military tribunal, 
that there would be no possibility of keeping 
it out of public sight. This was not through 
cowardice, as you think, but through a wisdom 
which you ought to approve, if you can not 
admire it. Had we been in days of peace, we 
know that with a little more pressure on the 
witnesses, many priests would have been com~ 
promised; for Mrs. Surratt's house was their 
common rendezvous i it is more than probable 
that several of them might have been hung. 
But the civil war was hardly over. The Con­
federacy, though broken down, was still living 
in millions of hearts ; murderers and formida­
ble elements of discord were still seen every­
where, to which the hanging or exiling of 
those priests would have given a new life. 
Riots after riots would have accompanied and 
followed their execution. We thought we had 
had enough of blood, fires, devastations and 
bad feelings. We were all longing after days 
of peace; the country was in need of them. 
We concluded that the best interests of hu­
manity was to punish only those who were 
publicly and visibly guilty;· that the verdict 
might receive the approbation of all, without 
creating any new bad feelings. 

The Play Was a Failure 
The effort to dramatize Mrs. Surratt 

was an admitted failure. The combina­
tion of stupidity, superstition and per 
fidy which could not be entirely camou­
flaged prevented her portrayal as a con­
vincingly true-to-life character. The re­
viewer says, "There are moments when 
the charactePs do not come alive." 'rhey 
could hardly be that, being, as they ac­
tually were, fictitious. Nothing in the 
lives of the sordid individuals involved 
in the murder of Lincoln would have 
vital appeal from any con.!'eivable angle. 
Up to now the effort to whitewash Mary 
Rurratt. has failed. 
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rather, roam through the trees o~ their 
native island of Borneo. There, m the 
jungle, they thrive on a diet of speeial 
leaves. However, these monkeys are very 

. 
n ... .-.. an1f Str!Jnr1P. rare in the zoos, due to the great prob-

ClitTfJ '5"' lem of feeding them the right kind of 
leaves. Their .stomachs are very large 

P&osascts ~o~o,.,.KEY and are divided into sacculated compart-
ments \\Thich enables tlwm to handle 

HO\V Il_lany diffe~- their 'special diet. All efforts to tra~n 
ent kmds of am- them to eat ordinary food only result m 

mah::; there were. at their death. 
the e_nd of the s1xth • The proboscis monl.:ey is not only J;nre, 
creative day nobody but also one of the most grotesque-look­
knows. S~ far, man ing creatures there are. Instead. of hav­
has class1~ed about ing a mere button for a nose, hke that 
2,000,000 dIffer e.n t 0 { many other monkeys, the entir~ per­
form~, .half of whic~ sonage of this individual is. domnwted 
are hvmg today. Of by a huge nose that is exceptwnully long 
these, about seven or and also spreads out us broad as its face. 
eight thousand are In the older males it even hangs down 
mammals, including over the mouth. The noses of the females 
such common crea- are soJilewhat daintier in appearance, a 
tures as horses, bears, little smaller and have a distinct tilt on 
cows, beavers, cats, ·the end. The~, as if to furth~~r advertise 
dogs, whales and this overdeveloped rubbery-hke nasal up­
s~als, and even man pendage, these monkeys wig.gle it f~om 
h1mself. Some are side to side and e\-·en draw 1t back mto 
domestic, others are their faces us it suits their fancy. 
wild, some are very Like the human race the monkey clan 
common and others can boast of more tha~ one queer indi­
ure extremely rare. vidual. For instance, there is the imma­

Some 11.r~ not only rare but also ve!y ture woolly monkey, Lagot!trix lafJO~ri­
strange I:r;t both app~m.rance and habit. cha, found in tropical Amenca. This fel­
All of whiCh emphasizes the keynote of low is huld-headed and looks for all the 
creation, namely, variety. world like a little old man. Its powerful 

If ten different persons were to list tail is employed not only in swinging 
the ten strangest and rarest mammals from branch to branch, but also for 
now living, their lists, while differing, reaching out and picking up objects it 
would no dOubt include several of the wants to eat. In this way it enjoys more 
following. Like. }.fr. Lee Crandall, the than u hand~to-mouth existence. 
general curator o~ the New York Zoolo~~ Then there is the baboon, Papi.o 
ical Park, they rmgbt ~lect the probose~s sphinx, found in West Africa, one .of t~e 
monkey to head the list of the worlds weirdest of mammals. For a headhght It 
rarest and wei:dest creatures. . has a bright scarlet nose, and running 

The proboscis monkeys are reddish- through its cheeks are corrugated swell­
brown, for the most part, with the sides ings that stand out in a brilliant blu~. 
of their faces and underparts ·a golden The posterior parts of its bod;' are va~I­
yellow. Their ropelike tails are a great ously tinted with scarlet ~nd vwlet, while 
aid, for they do not build nests, but, the hair on the rest of 1ts body reflects 
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the manv colors of the rainbow. This fel-• 
low is truly a dandy among mammals. 

Not knowing the Creator., zoologists in 
their ignorance speak of the aye-aye as a 
strange animal, because they say that it 
"is one of man's most primitive cousins". 
Related to the monkey family, it lives in 
trees and bamboo jungles, yet its head 
is shaped more like a bear's than like a 
monkey's. 'l'he aye-aye is about the size of 
a rabbit, is shaped like a cat, with cat­
whiskers, has a bushy fox,like tail, and has 
twelve sharp chisel-shaped teeth like a 
rat's. Few visitors at the zoos have ever 
seen the aye-aye, for, as a true nocturnal 
creature, it sleeps in its box during the 
day and does its prowling at night. Its 
huge lamp-like eyes are more brilliant in 
the darkness than a eat's, and its hearing 
device is so sensitive it can detect insects 
crawling beneath the bark on the limbs 
of trees. 

The most unusual thing ahout the ave­
aye is its hands and feet. They look like 
huge live-legged spiders. The thumbs 
and hig toes are broad and flat, but the 
other fingers and toes are very long and 
thin, with the middle finger being ex­
ceedingly long. Instead of being a handi­
cap these peculiar feet are the aye-aye's 
greatest asset. It so happens that these 
animals feed on insects, grubs and cater­
pillars that burrow in wood. When such 
are located the aye-aye cuts away the ex­
cess wood with its sharp teeth and digs 
out the juicy morsels of meat with its 
special fingers. B,ehold, then, how won­
derfully and fearfully the humble aye­
aye is made! So much so that the .igno­
rant devil-worshiping natives of Mada­
gascar carry on superstitious rites in an 
effort to break the "spell" the aye-aye 
is supposed to cast over them. 

Leopard Seal, Okapi, Takin, 
Royal Antelope 

Down in the temper1.1te and frigid 
oceans of the Southern Hemisphere live 
seals that not only look like leopards bnt 
also act like tlt&m. '!'hey are very large, 
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reaching a length of twelve feet. Their 
short, luetri>ns fur is spotted with yel­
lowish white and gray markings, and 
their disposition is vicious, like the jun­
gle leopard. These sea leopards, as they 
are sometimes called, are particularly 
fond of fat, juicy penguins, as evidenced 
by one leopard seal that was caught. 
\Vhen cut open the remains of no less 
than seventeen penquins were found in 
its stomach. 

In the upper Congo valley in central 
Africa is another rare animal, called the 
okapi. In many ways it resembles the 
giraffe with its drooping hindquarters 
and giraffe-like skull which has three 
cores or horn pedicels in place of ex­
ternal horns. About four and a half feet 
high at the withers, the okapi is the size 
of a medium ante­
lope and is colored 
·in a particularly out­
standing manner. 
The head and neck 
range from jet-black 
through the sepias to 
a warm purplish red. 
The cheeks are yel­
low-white and the 
legs below the knees 
a r e c rea m-w h it e. 
Above the knees the 
legs are black-and­
V{hite-striped, like a 
zebra. '!.:he first hide . 

.of an okapi was 
brought out of the 
dense jungle of Bel­
gian Congo in 1899, 
but it was not until a 
decade ago that a live 
one was captured . 

•• 

21 



The evolutionists immediately pounced 
upon the okapi as a rare link between 
the prehistoric and present~day giraffe j 
which, of course, proves nothing. 

The rarest goat in the world is said to 
be the takin, found in the almost inacces~ 
sible recesses of the Himalayas in south~ 
eastern Tibet. Up· there on those rugged 
heights the ta.kin is so secure and difficult 
to reach that specimen hunters for the 
zoos have only succeeded in bringing in 
two alive. This huge goat stands three 
and a half feet high at the shoulders, and 
because it is on the heavy side it is a 
little clumsy and not as fteet~footed as 
the' s111B.ller members of the goat tribe. In 
color the takin is yellowish~brown and 
bas hollow horns that are curved in a 
cunous manner. 

The royal antelope of Africa is not, 
as one would suppose from its name, the 
biggest and most majestic of the many 
antelopes. To the contrary, it is the 
smallest pigmy of all the pigmy ante. 
lopes, standing only ten inches high. 
Even its tiny, spindle legs seem far too 
fragile for its weight, and yet this small­
est of all the hoofed animals has a speed 
that is comparable to that of the re­
nowned antelopes. 

Tasmanian Wolf and Solenodon 
The marsupials, those animals, like the 

kangaroo, that carry their young in a 
pouch, present the picture of being the 
most motherly of the animals. One of tlie 
rarest of these pocketed creatures is the 
thylacine, or Tasmanian wolf, an animal 
that greatly resembles a dog or wolf. On 
the verge of extinction the thylacine is 
the only living species of its genus, and 
is found only on the island of Tasmania, 
off tbe southeastern coast of Australia. 
The Tasmanian wolf gets its name not 
only because it looks like a wolf, but 
also from the fact that a few years ago it 
caused great financial loss to the sheep 
ranchers of that country. The Tasma. 
nian wolf is a killer and eater of red 
meat; and this makes it a rarity, smce 
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ruost of the pouched creatures are vege. 
tarians. However, in caJ;ltivity the Tas­
manian wolf is very do~lle and friendly 
and altogether unlike its savage reputa­
tion on the range. A "kangaroo in wolf's 
clothing'' it has been calleQ. But unlike 
the kangaroo, which never has more than 
twins at one time, and usually only one, 
the Tasmanian wolf has a litter of three 
or four heads bobbing out of ita pouch. 

On the opposite side of the globe from 
the island of Tasmania is the island of 
Haiti. There is found one of the least. 
~nown of all the Western Hemisphere 
mammals, the solenodon. This reddish~ 
br6wn-haired Creature is as large as a 
muskrat, about one foot in length, with 
a six.inch hairless taillike a rat's and in 
appearance somewhat resembles tbe 
mole. As dusk settles down this timid 
fellow comes out of his hiding and 
scampers around in search of insects, 
mice and slna.ll birds. He haa a Iong· 
fleshy snout that is especially designed 
for getting into crevices and tight places 
after his food. The solenodons seeming~ 
ly have few enemies and yet there are 
very few of them in existenCe today. This 
is partly due to their low birth rate, 
which some think is limited to one young 
per' pair per year. Aside from these 
meager facts little is knoWll a.bout this 
very secretive solenodon. The few that 
have been captured, though given the 
greatest care, do not live long. 

Giant Panda and Paradoxical Platypus 
Far uP in the western mountains of 

Szechw8.n province, in China, lives the 
giant panda, which looks like a bear but 
is more closely related to the raccoon. 
Only eight of these rare animals have 
ever been shipped out of their native 
country, and because of their rarHy spe· 
cial hunters under the supervision of the 
province make pandas their bur;iness. 
The giant panda measures four feet in 
length, and is not to be confused with the 
more common varieties of Chinese pnn· 
das. Thell' food consists of mountain 

AWAKE! 



fruits and nuts and certain vegetation, 
though they have been known to steal 
into isolated villages 10,000 feet up in 
the Hi1nalayas at night in search of milk 
and butter. 

Because they are not carnivorous they 
stay out of sight and are seldom seen by 
man. It is a rare sight to see one of them 
asleep at the base of a tree or galloping 
over the rugged mountains with its back 
arched like an angry cat. If cornered and 
provoked they will stand up on their hind 
legs and fight with their paws in manner 
similar to the way a bear fights. Their 
claws they use only for tree-climbing. 

In the springtime and breeding season 
their weird cry can be 1Jeard in the dis­
tance. 'l'hc mother panda, like the bear, 
raises her young ones in a rocky cave or 
hollow tree and cares for them until the 
following spring. Giant pandas after 
Ca.(lture are easily tamed and become 
qmte gentle, and in all outward appear­
ance and disposition they remind one of 
giant teddy bears. 

No ll;;t of strange animals would be 
complete without naming the almost 
paradoxical platypus. This squat-bodied 
creature is about one and a half feet long 
when grown, and has a very wide bill, 
like a duck. It also has webbed .feet, like 
a duck, and lives in the fresh-water 
streams in Australia, Tasmania and Pa­
pua. However, this queer animal has a 
fur coat instead of feathers or scales, 
and is equipped with sharp claws, used 
for climbing trees. It eats a balanced diet 
of insects, worms and crustaceans, and 
in order that it might provide for the 
family its cheeks may be expanded to the 
size of pouches. 

The males have hollow spurs on their 
hind feet, through which they are able to 
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squirt poison, but they seldom fight. For 
pr{)tection they depend more on keeping 
themselves well concealed in their bur· 
rows, which are tunneled into the banks 
of the streams and are provided with 
two entrances, the one below the sur­
face of the water affording them the op­
portunity, in ca;;e of dangf!r, to escape 
to the bottom of the stream. 

Besides the echidna, the platypus is 
the only mammal that lays eggs and 
hatches its young like a bird, but instead 
of having brittle shells their eggs are en­
cased in tough, flexible capsules. Young 
platypu~es are naked, like mice, blind, 
like kittens, and are nursed like calves. 
The mother's teats are more like sweat 
glands, from which the milk oozes1 and 
because they are covered over witll fur 
the young feed themselves by licking the 
fur. At first the young have teeth, but 
upon reaching maturity these are re­
placed with horny plates on each side of 
the jaws. Platypuses growl like mad lit­
tle puppies, and yet they are very docile 
and gentle in disposition. No wonder they 

· are named Ornithorhynchus pamdo::ws. 
In spite of the endless variety of 

animal life, yet there are no monstrosi­
ties or ill-designed creatures. The pro­
boscis monkey does not feed on insects 
that are lodged in narrow crevices, as 
the solenodon does. The giant panda 
does not swim after swift penguinP as 
the leopard seal does. The web-footed 
pla~>pus doell not swing from tree to 
tree, as th:e woolly monkey does. In all 
the vast expanse of creation we find crea- . 
tures made after their kind, each 
equipped to live under a certain set of 
conditions; all of which is living testi­
mony to the surpttssing wisdom and maj­
esty of the great 'Creator: 

fl. A United Press dispatch of February 18, published in the New York Daily News, 
stated: "A congregation of Jehovah's witnesses at Plauen ·in the Russian zone has 
been disso}Yed for criticizing the Soviet-blessed Socialiat Un\ty p&.rty, the British­
licensed DPD News Sen·iee reported today." 

MARCH U, 1947 23 



The "Black Christ" of Portobelo 

L EGEND has it that in the distant 
past the Catholic idol-makers of 

Spain carved a huge image out of dark 
wood and shipped it to Nombre de Dios. 
But the ship, as if bearing a curse, came 
to grief off the shore of Portobelo, Pana­
ma. When the shipwrecked god floated 
ashore the nativeS picked him up and put 
him in their cathedral, calling him their 
"Black Christ". Every year since then, 
on the night of October 21, the people .of 
the town (the Portobeleiios) take· their 
hlackAaced wooden god out of his niche 
and carry him around the town with 
much hullabaloo and uproar. 

Last year, when the Portobeleii.os 
caught their priest selling some of the 
cathedral trinkets and misappropriating 
the money, they became quite noisy in 
expressing their indignation and protest. 
To hush the matter up J. M. Preciado, 
of Colon, whose title is the titular bishop 
of Tegea and vicar apostolic of Darien, 
issued an interdict on August 25, 1946, 
which called for the surrender of all 
Portobelo's church property and its 
"jewels" together with the "black christ''. 

Then, a few days before the annual 
fiesta. on October 21, the bishop issued 
another order prohibiting the parade. 
This was too much for the Portobeleiios, 
so they disregarded the bishop's orders 
and held their parade in gn~at style with 
cannon~firing and church~bell ringing. 
When the Colon bishop heard about this 
he could not contain himself. He fum~d 
and smoked from the heat of his anger 

American Fascists Get Prison Terms 

until he finaJiy boiled over and exploded 
with an excommunication order against 
the whole community of Portobelo. 

A few days later, on October 28, 1946, 
the '~Reverend Father" Manuel Prada, 
Mcompanied by a lieutenant and two po~ 

· licemen, arrived at Portobelo aboard a 
specially chartered boat from Colon. 
They had come to carry out the bishop's 
order to seal the church and put it under 
the Panama civil government for en~ 
forcement. Such high-handed Vatican 
methods date back to the days of the 
Holy Roman Empire when the state had 
to enforce the decrees of the church, 
However, the freedom~loving people of 
Portobelo are not- as submissive to the 
dictatorial Hierarchy as were the dupes 
of the Dark Ages. So they surrounded 
the church and defiantly shouted taunts 
at the "reverend" Prada, and thus pre­
vented the sealing of their church and 
the restricting of their freedom of wor­
ship. 

A little more of such action by the rep­
resentatives of Home and the inhabit­
ants of Portobelo will see tlmt the deeds 
of priestcraft are as dark as their black­
faced wooden god and will throw both 
overboard. In place of worshiping a 
<•black christ» they will then be able to 
praise and adore Jesus Christ, the bright 
and shiuing One, who, needing not to be 
carried around, reigns ov~r the universe 
by Jelwvah God's appointment of Him 
as ('King of kings, and Lord of lords". 
-Revelation 19: 11-16. 

On February 21 Emory Burke, president of Columbiana, Inc., was sentenced 
to three years' imprisonment. Six days previous Homer Loorni.s, sec"retary 
of the anti-Jewish, B.D.ti-Negro group, wn.s given a year in prison. The 
aceusations against both Burke !llld Loomis grew out of the beating of 

a ~, .. ,;.old Negro. Columbian leaders insisted that their organization was still func-
tioning, hut the solicitor general said that the backbone of the order had been broken, 
and the Georgia state attorney general said that the state would pro11eed with its charter 
revocation suit against the Columbians. 
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Brightening Up Funerals 

CANDLES are used in various solem­
nities of the Roman religions organi­

zation, such as the mass, the Mminis.tra­
tion of the sacraments, the bened1ct1ons 
and processions. Many religionists use 
candles in their private devotions, and 
especially while praying for the dead. 
Little do these religionists today reahze 
the origin of snell religious usag·e of 
candles, although John Cardinal N"ew­
man, in his hook entitled An Essay on 
the Development of Ohri.stian Doctrine, 
page 373, says: "The use of temples, and 
thes~ dedicated to particular samts, and 
ornam(!nts on occru;ions wit.h hra.n~he~ of 
trees; incense, lamps, and CANDLES; . . • 
are all of pagan origin, and sanctified by 
their adoption into the [Roman Cath­
olic] Church." And Lnctantius,• a pro­
fessed Christian who died about A.D. 
330, in Emperor Constnntine~s time, ex­
posed the absurdity of the pagan custom 
of Jigh ting up lamps and candles in day­
light, and he derided the Ro!llans :•for 
lighting up candle• to God, .,s 1f lie ltvcd 
in the dark". If the custornruul been apos­
tolic nnd Christian and in fashftm among 
Chriiii!ti9.n·lio1 of' tho third nTu"l fnnrth i"Pn. 

turies, Lactantius would never have ridi­
culed it as he does as being a practice 
peculiar to paganism and the worship of 
demon·gods. Today, however, the use of 
lighted tapers and candles and lamps '" 
worked into the religions activities of 
Christendom for the living and the dead. 

At Luke 7: 11-15 we read the Bible nc­
count of a funeral procession at which 

" Lactantiu11, DkliM1"1UJt lrNtiltdMntw•. JJGo.- 6, Cbap­
t•:• :;), raragrapb. 289, 
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Jesus Christ intervened and raised up a 
widow's dead son, but Luke's account 
thereof tells nothing of burning c!l-udl~s 
a.nd cnrrying lighted wax tapers m th1s 
daylight procession to the lmrial place. 
Candles give little cheer to those whose 
lives ar~ henarkened by the shroud ol' 
mental grief at the death of a loved one. 
Probably the saddest time in one's life is 
at the funeral of a dear one. The survw­
ingone is aware of the fact that the de­
ceased one had much trouble while alive 
and now that one's course is ended. in 
death. The survivor, if acquainted w1th 
the Bible, is reminded of the words at 
Job 14: 1, 2, "Man that i.s born of a wom­
an is of few days, and full of tronbl~. 
He cometh forth like a flower, ll.nd is cut 
down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continuet~ not-" The burden of the wom­
an that is ronde a widow is often greatly 
increased by what takes place in connec­
tion with the funeral. By th~.time those 
wflo serve at the funeral gel their cus­
tomary pay and fees, little is left for the 
poor widow and what chi!d_ren she Ifl&Y 
have. The sorrow of tmrnnng relat1ves 
is often increased b:~r the ·religious be­
liefs concerning the state of the dead and 
bv the ""·ord:~ of tho rcligiou!O': olore;ynutn 
that preaches the funeral sermon with 
such beliefs. If lhe deceased was unbap­
tized and not a member of an organized 
religious system, the belief runs along 
this line of thought: "This dend person 
died ontsido of the ehurch, and hiA :o.onl 
must now be ·in the flames of eternal tor­
ment." Not only is such a belief false and 
unbiblieR.l and condnciw~ tn inet'eaeed 
sorrow of surviving relatives, hut it is 
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also a gross defamation to Jehovah God 
and His Christ. 

The Bible plainly teaches that funer­
als should be conducted with a view 
to bringing comfort and brightness to 
those inclined to mourn. Only the truth 
from God's Bible can bring comfort and 
cheer to such ones, No man can properly 
charge a money fee for conducting a 
funeral. For such a time of sorrow it is 
a great privilege to speak the truth to 
God's honor and for the consolation of 
the sorrowing ones. It is not necessary 
for a so-called "clergyman" to officiate, 
nor for .the dead person to be buried in 
so-called "hallowed ground" or "conse­
crated ground". Says Psalm 24:1, "The 
earth [all of it]. is the Low's, and the 
fulness thereof," and any man who loves 
GOd and His Word may serve at a funer­
al. A Godly, unselfish man should be 
glad to do what he can on such an occa­
sion to inform the people of the truth 
and to show them a reason why they 
should not sorrow as others who have no 
hope. 

What, then, should the speaker say at 
the funeralf Sllould .he laud and extol 
the deceased person because of supposed 
virtues or a so-called "beautiful charac­
ter"? No, because that would do no good; 
even as flowers at the funeral do no good 
for the dead. The Bible says "the dead 
know not any thing". (Ecclesiastes 
9:5, 10) So the funeral is an occasion to 
tell those present the Bible reason why 
death has taken away this human crea­
ture, and where the Bible says he g-oes at 
death, and what hope the Bible holds out 
for him to live again. Why do men die 
sooner or latert The Bible answers that 
Adam, from whom all our race descend­
ed, violated God's law and was justly 
sentenced to death. After Adam was un­
der such sentence, all his children were 
born, and hence were all begotten in siu 
and shapen in iniquity, as David said, 
at Psalm 51: 5. And Paul says, at Ro­
mans 5: 12: "By one man sin entered in­
to the world, and death by sin; and so 
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death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned." 

The dead are not conscious anywhere; 
and so be comforted in .the Bible assur­
ance that they are not suffering any­
where. Hence, ,says Ecclesiastes 9: 10: 
''"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, 
in the grave, whither thou goest." Agree­
able with that, Psalm 115: 17 says: "The 
dead praise not the LoRD, neither any 
that go down into silence." Since the Bi­
ble teaches that the dead are dead, is 
there any hope that they shall live 
againf Yes, there is, because God prom­
ised to redeem man from death and He 
did so by the sacrificial blood of Jesus 
Christ. Christ's death and resurrection 
is a guarantee that the dead sha1l nve 
again. The apostle Paul, at 1 Thessalo­
nians 4:13,14,18, comforts his Chris­
tian brethren with these words: "I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep [hence 
not in purgatorial suffering], that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. Wherefore comfort one another." 

At the funeral is a proper occasion to 
point out that the resurrection is the 
hope for the dead in the graves. The 
resurrection of the dead being a_Bible 
truth, then the religious doctrines that 
the dead are not dead but are conscious 
in a :fiery'hell or purgatory is absolutely 
a devilish falsehood. Resurrectio-n means 
for the dead a raising up of them to life. 
J esns said : "I am the resurrection. and 
the life." (John 11 : 25) Hence His death 
·and resurrection on the third day is a 
guarantee that all those asleep in the 
graves shaH have an opportunity to live 
by resurrection, after the establishment 
of God's kingdom through Him. 'l1he 
preaching of such Bible truths will effec­
tively serve in brightening up the fu­
nerals attended by the bereaved ones. 
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Aprill, All Fools' Day 
"WHAT fools these mortals be!" is 

an expression as full of meaning 
today as in Shakespeare's day. But why 
does the first day of April continue to be 
specially consecrated to fools 1 · 

The general belief is that April (La tin, 
april is) is derived from the Latin verb 
aperire, "to open," and hence refers to 
the opening of the flowers and buds of 
the trees. Because this is the general 
conception does not necessarily mean it 
is correct; the majority has oftentimes 
been wrong in its belief. In fact, the evi­
dence in this case is entirely opposed to 
the idea that April was named in com­
memoration of the springtime wonder­
working power of the Creator. 
. Chambers' Book of Days, after point­
mg out that none of the months desig­
nated in Latin have any referenc~ to 
natural conditions or circumstances, re­
moves the idea that April is an excep­
tion. Says this well-known authority: 

There is not the least probability in the 
idea. April was considered amongst the Ro­
mans as Venus's month, obviously because of 
the reproductive powers of natura. now set 
agoing in several of her departments. The first 
day was specially set aside as Festum Ven.eri.~ 
et Fortuna Virilis. The probability, thoro­
fore, is, that Aprilis was Aphriz.is, founded 
on the Greek name of Venus (Aphrodite). 

April, heing founded upon the demon­
ology of the Greeks and Romans, was 
~e~oted to one continuous round of re­
hgwus hilaritv and festivity in honor of 
one pagan deity after another. Savs the 
ninth edition of the Encyclopr£dia Bri-
tannica: -

Among the Romans this month was sacred 
to Venus, the Festurn 'Veneris et Fortunw 
Virilis being held on the first day. On the 
fourth and the fh·e following days, games 
(Ludi Megalenses) were celebrated in honour 
of Cybele; on the fifth there was the Peslum 
Fortuna Publicw; on the tenth, games in the 
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circus, and on the nineteenth, equestrian com~ 
bats, in honour of Ceres; on the twenty-first 
-which was re!(arded as the birthday of 

. ' 
Rome-the Vinalia urbana, when the wine of 
the previous autumn w&1 first tasted; on the 
twenty-fifth, the Robigalia, for the avertin~ 
of mildew; and on the twenty-eighth and four 
following days, the riotom; Floral.ia. 

From the beginning to the end April, 
with its riotous orgies, was indeed a 
fool's paradise in olden times. The an­
cient Anglo-Saxons also devoted the 
month of April to devil-worship, calling 
it Oster-monath or Eostur-monath after 
the Anglo-Saxon name Ostra or Eostre, 
which we now call Easter, and which 
name refers to the "queen of heaven", 
the mother of Nimrod: 

A Day for All Fools 
Why April l was eho!len as All Fools' 

Day seems. lost in the mist of mytho­
logical ·antiquity. Besides the above­
mcntionted feast celebrated on the first.of 
April by the pagans, Chambers' Book of 
Days calls attention to a plausible sug­
gestion by Mr. Pcgge in which he points 
out that the spring festival which began 
on March.25 to mark the new year lasted 
eight days and ended on Aprill. 

On this day for all fools the .practice 
is to play tricks and pranks on simple 
and u n suspecting ~rsons, who, in 
]'ranee, are called poi"tson d'avril, mean­
ing April-fish. This fishy name, it is said, 
was derived from the fact that at that 
particular time the sun leaves the zodi­
acal sign of Pisces, the Fish. More 
demonology. · 

One of the oldest April fool tricks is 
to send a person ·on a fruitless and 
worthless errand, which in Scotland is 
called ''hunting a gowk", since a gowk is 
a cuckoo, simpleton or fool. Some think 
that this may he a relic of the old Roman 
Cerialia and its legend about Ceres, the 
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mother of Proserpina, who tried to catch point Chambers' Book of Days observes: 
the echo of her screaming daughter after "To find the practice so widely prevalent 
Pluto had made away with her. Ceres' over the earth, and with so near a coin­
chase was a fruitless fool-"s errand. The cidence of day, ::;eems to :indlcate that jt 
fantastic belief that the practice repre- hatw bad a very early origin amongst 
sents Noah sending forth the dove from,· mankind." Such universal practice also 
the ark, or the sending of the Savior indicates that it had a Common origin, 
from Annas to Cain ph as and then from and, since the religious pagans of Rome, 
Pilate to Herod just before he was killed, the Druids of England and Scandinavia 
is so ridiculous that it is not taken seri- and the Hindus of India all celebrated 
ously. the occasion, there is every reason to be-

The one thing that is certain about lieve that Satan the Devil was its origi­
April Fools' Day is that from ancient nator. 
times it has been observed in _countries The erroneous belief that the victim of 
like Gemany, Italy, Sweden, Spain, such mischief is the fool is corrected by 
Scotland, England and France, and each the Bible when it says: "It is as·sport to 
country has its own fables and stories a fool to do mischief [wickedness]: but 
about its meaning. Even in far-off India a man of understanding hath wisdom." 
a precisely similar festival, called the And, since Jehovah God "hath no pleas~ 
Huli, has been celebrated by the Hindus ure in fools", let the \Vise avoid the prac­
and Mohammedans on March 31 for un- tices of the pagans on their holidays. 
numbered centuries in the past. On this -Proverbs 10: 23; Ecclesiastes 5: 4. _, __ 
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FEBRUARY 

Russia vs. U.S. 
• P,rodded by Senator MPKellar 
into speaking "ill~advh:;edly", Un­
der-S~retary of State Denn 
Acheson said, "I am quite aware 
of the fnct that llussla's foreign 
policy is an aggret'lsive and ex­
panding one." Russia's Mr. :\fo­
lotov was nQt slow to protest 
to the State Depnrtmcnt on be­
half of Moscow, alle;.::ing thnt 
such a remark was n gross slan­
der hostile to the SoYiet Union. 
Secretary of State .llarshall re­
plied that in objecting to the 
statement made hi Mr. Acheson, 
Molotov was under a misappre­
hension about the U. S. Consti­
tutional system, un'der which Mr. 
Acheson was called upon to tes­
tify before nn investigating com­
mittee. "Under our standards,'~ 
stated the secretary, "a re­
strained comment on a matter of 
puhlic policy is not a slandf'r." 
Mr. Molotov was not satisfied 
with the reply, but 'Vashington 
considered the matter closed. 

At Lake Success 
+ One crf the few conclush·e 
steps taken at Lake Success, 
N. Y ., in the second half of Feb­
ruary was that the re-presenta­
tive for the Soviet Union hacked 
the American proposal that the 
Security Council accept the Lnit­
ed States as the trustee for the 
former Japanese-mandated is­
lands in the PacUlc, not waiting 
for the signing of the Japanese 
treaty. Said Russia's Mr. Gro-
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myko: "It is the ·opinion of the 
Soviet delegation that 1t would 
be right and proper to place thls 
area of the former .Tapanf'se­
mnntlnted islands under the 
trusteeship of the United States. 
The Soviet government cont"iders 
that the United Stateg forcCs 
played a decisive role In thi vic­
tory over J upan, and that the 
United Shth•s mnde a greater -
sacrifice in the military opera­
tions ln\·oh·ed in the war against 
Jupan than any other of the 
Allied powers." The enunciation 
of this principle will doubtle~ 
appear more significant as time 
goes on. 

"Big Four" Deputies Adjourn 
+ The deputies for the Big 
Four foreign ministers, strug­
gling along in London toward 
some kind of agreement regard-

• 
fog preliminaries for the German 
and Austrian peace treaties, man­
aged to get together on the with­
drawal of occupying troops from 
A us tria ninety days after the 
treaty becomes effective. This 
marked completion of the mili­
tary clauses, the final part of 
the Austrian treaty draft. As to 
the German treaty, the deputies 
were split far apart on the major 
jssue of givJng the Jesser .Allies a 
part in the treaty-making. The 
Russian deputy wanted to admit 
only the powers "directly inter­
ested", having been overrun by 
the German armieS, including 
Albania. This would exclude 

Canada and other major partici­
pators in the war. Hours were 
spent by the deputies in arguing 
whether the German treaty wns 
to be "for" or "with" Germany. 
"\\'"hen they adjourned Febru­
ary 25 they had failed to work 
out an agreement on Germany. 
One delegate in a nice bit of un­
de:rstutement remnrkPd, "Rela­
tions between the \Veslern pow­
ers Hnd the SoYiet Union have 
not improYed." 

Preliminaries to 
Moscow Meeting 

-@> February 16 ull Russian pa­
pers announcf>tl the protest made 
about Mr. Acheson's remark, at 
the same tiine publishing nn at­
tnf'k by Professor Tarle on John 
Foster Dulles and hfs plan for 
~J u r o p e a n reconstruction. Mr. 
Dulles is Republican adviser on 
internotionul aH'atrs, . and his 
plan urges that the German set­
tlement have in view the econom­
Ic onlft,-.atlon of gurope, lnclud­
tn~ a ~erallzed Gerrnnuy with 
decentrartzed authority; neither 
Russia nor the L'nited States ex­
ercising ronrrol over Germany's 
industry. Professor TarJe sa1d 
that Dulles waR' backing Church­
ill's scheme to combine Europe 
against Russia. February 25 a 
news rele~se from Washington 
stated that nr. Dulles would ac­
company Secretary of State Mar­
shall to the Moscow conference 
of the Big Four foreign ministers 
as "peciul adviser. Besides Mr. 
Dulles Secretary :uarshall wlll 
be ~companied by 35 aSsistants 
and enol.l,lilh ('.)R.rks, stenographers 
and aides to bring the total of 
his party to 84. 

BrttaJn Leaving India 
1'$> Sa!d the New York Times, 
editorially, "Jn these tumultuous 
latter days change sweeps in al­
most melodramatic pageantry 
over that world-straddling insti­
tution which Winston Churchill 
refuses to call by any otber name 
than the British Empire." This 
by way of comment on Brit­
ain's final detenninntion ( Febru­
ary 20) to get out of India for 
good in J nne of 1948. The an-
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1ouncement of the recall of In­
Ua's viceroy, Viscount Wftvell, 
was made to the same session of 
Parliament that heard this mo­
[llentous declslon set forth. Prime 
Minister Attlee refused to give 
the House of Commons his reaso:m 
for the re(;"a!l, el'ell thou.{:"h 
Ohurchlll demand(!() an explana­
tion with mQre than his usual 
warmth. In Wavell's steud Lord 
Mountbatten, B groot-!!:rRnC!son nf 
the quet>..n who Wtl!i! the first (and 
enly) empress of Indlu, and 
cousin of the present "emperor" 
Klng George VI, will rcpreseut 
Britain there for the remainrier 
of its stay. Conditions in India 
remain crlth;:al, aue to the re--
1'uso.l ot the Moslems to take 
port in or withdraw !rom the 
Oonstltuent Assembly of the 1n­
terlm government, domlnat.:Jd by 
the Hindus. The latter, however, 
welcomE! the announcement or 
Britain's Intention to leave next 
year. 

Underground Nazi Plot 
+ Hundreds of org!Ullz.ets of 
underground Nazi ,actlvitleB in 
Germany were arrested by \ntei­
Ugence agents Qf the United 
States and Great Britain on Feb­
ruary 23. One o! these organh:a­
tlons boasted possession of a 
eecret bacteriologiCal Wo;11pon, 
which Jt planned tO use against 
ocrnpatlon for~a The chief un­
derground leadets in both the 
United States and Brttl.sh rones 
were believed to have been round­
ed up, nearly all of them being 
SB offl!!ers. Untted States Intelli­
gence officers stated that they 
11BUallY nipped subvel:'slve move­
m'ilnts fn tlle bud, but tl1e Drltlsb 
&Ometlrues allowed such rnovOJ­
ments to develop sufficten-uy to 
observe their trend. 

CalliclllDJ' "G-ray Fox" von Papeu 
+ Franz ·v()n Papen, called "the 
old gr~~.y f()X of German diplo­
macy", !las at last been caught. 
The Germans did 1t themselves, 
after the Allied War Crimes 
court had released him. He will 
g() to prl~n and lose his personal 
fortune. A Nuremberg denazifica­
tion court set the prison term at 
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eight years, marking ''on Papen 
as a major Nazi. The 17 months 
which he hus spent tn custody 
w!ll be deducted.. Von Pnpen is 
further Ueptived of civil rights, 
inrluding claims to pensions. He 
Is also prohibited for fifteen 
y~ars !rom practicing a profe$­
sloo or beading any enterprlse. 
Residence J:eStrictionl:! an:! also 
imposed, ami he may not keep an 
automobile. BC!!Ides, he has to 
pay the trial costs, wl1lo:::h are 
considerable. As the mai:t who 
maneuvered Hitler into power, 
with the cunn\vance of Pacelll 
and the nwrw·yed interests of Ger­
many, the seutence seems m1ld. 
Denazification nfflcials of Bava­
ria stated theY would ask a new 
ttlal with a view to tnrreusing 
the sentence to ten years. A few 
hours after vun Papen bep;Qn 
serving his sentence he was tak­
en to tbe hospltul. 

Belgian Vetera~~s 
a.od Parllam.ent 

$ Discontented war veterans to 
the number of 50,00Q staged a 
riot In the Belgian capltb.l Feb­
ruary 20 which was termed the 
worst In many years. Windows In 
the Parlllllllent buildings were 
Slllashed and an automoblle over­
turned and set afire. Gendatmes 
songht to quell the nprlslng wffh 
sah'os of blank cartridges. '£he 
veterans fought back, wUh the 
result that at least forty persons 
were Injured nnd had to be car­
ried from tbe st-ene of conflict. 
The veteraus eame to demRDd 
double pensiOn righta fot years 
speat In captivity by prlsoneil!l of 
war, special priority for jobs in 
pllb-lieiJervlce. medical aid and tax 
rebates. The PHrllument suld the 
program was out of the question, 
as it woold mean a cost of ap­
proxltnately three billlnn francs, 
beyond the capacity of the gov­
ernment. 

KeUgton in Japa.D * An appeal for food !or Japan 
came from General MacArthur 
on February 23, stating thut cut­
ting o!'l' relief supplies now wuuld 
starve rountle.<>s JapnneBe and 
Imperil the tlernocratizatlon pro-

gr;lam for Japan. He added: "A 
spontaneous development which 
offers both encouragement and 
Inspiration as a measure of the 
progress of th1s concept lies fn 
the lncreasillg number of Jarm­
nese people-altendy estimated 
over 2,000,0QO---who, under the 
.st1mulcs of rollgious toler/lJJce 
and freedom, have moved to em-' 
brace the Christian fo.lth as a 
means to fl.ll the spiritual vacuum 
left In Jal).!lnese llfe by the col­
lapse of their past faitb." 

()ol.ta. Blca.os In Da.nger '*' Costa Ricons are in danger of 
losln!!' their liberties. President 

' Teodoro Plcudo, on the plea of 
liberty for the priests, ha.s re­
quested revision of the election 
laws to vermlt them to run tor 
omce In CongreBs. Priests elter­
clsln~ s~ular functions have 
greater power for mischief. Won­
der If Costa Rlcan:;, have heard 
of tl1e proverb, "Let the ;!lhoe­
ma.ker stick to his la~t." The 
Catholic Hierarchy would tn­
evltRbiy use IV! inflnence to back 
any priest ronulng for sec"Ular 
office. A Catholic who did not 
''ote for the priest would not be 
In good stnndlng. 

Budget for U, S. Government * Money plays a tremendously 
Important part in government. 
Under pr!*lent conditions LJO bu· 
man government can be run with­
out money. Expenditures for gov­
ernment operations in the Cnlted 
States have been exceedingly 
high during tbe war years, and 
continue tn be high. The need 
for pitting down expenditures is 
realized by the Congress. Hence 
the fmd!;l'!t plans for the next fis­
cal year were carefully scruti­
nized with a view to trimming 
down th.,. proposed $37,500,000,· 
000. Mld-Februury saw the 11ght 
over the budget being waged in 
earnest. The Joint Committee for 
Congress proposed to cut 16 cents 
out of eve.ry !joJlnr UBked for by 
Pre!:!ldent Truman, or $6,000,000,-
000 out ()f the total budget. The 
budget proposals called for 75e 
out of every dollar to go to de­
tense and war-connected actlvl-
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ties. The I6c could not, certainly, 
be taken out of the remaining 
25c set aside for all other gov­
ernment expense. It must come 
out of defense figures. Secretary 
of War Robert P. Patterson 
warned that drastically cutting 
the appropriation for the war 
department would leave the army 
too weak to carry out its respon­
sibilities, Including occupation of 
Germany and Japan, and would 
be asking for 'Vor1d War III. 
Senator Vandenberg backed the 
secretary o:C war, stating that a 
drastic cut would "Jeopardize our 
winning the peace". The SE>nate, 
speeding up debate. \'Oted Febru­
ary 26 to reduce the budget by 
$4,500,000,000. 

Ullentha.l Controversy 
ort Quite a Jlght developed in the 
United States Congress over the 
nomination by President Truman 
Of David E. Lilienthal to bend 
the Ato~ic Energy Commission. -
Mr. Llllenthttl was formerly TVA 
chairman, had done good work, 
and made some enemies. The 
hearings by the Congre~sional 

Joint Atomic Energy Committee 
began their fourth week in mid­
Eo'ebruary, Lilienthal being the 
bone of contention. Senator 
McKellar, though not a member 
of the committee, had been al­
lowed to dominate the picture. 
His attacks were recognized as 
more personal than patriotic. He 
tried to label Mr. Lilienthal a 
"Communist", which is an ugly 
word in politics as well as reli­
gion. The label would not stick. 
So McKellar changed 1t to "New 
Denier" with more gratifying re­
sults. Some of tl:{e other senators 
began to take notice, poiltically 
lnterested. Public interest also 
rose to a high point Scientilic 
socleties nnd political and social 
organizations sent telegrams urg­
ing approval of Mr. Ltlienthal's 
appointment. President Truman 
made it dear that he would not 
withdraw his nomination. The 
hearings cpn~luded, as they had 
begun, on an incongruous note. 

Food! Food! Food! 
~ The cry for food is becoming 
more and more 1nB1Btent Eveey-
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where, almost. there Is a short-• 
age, but in Europe the shortage 
is acute. Famine hns invaded 
Rumania, and the t:nited States 
has sent army food to relieve the 
pressing need. The extreme cold 
spell which swept Europe in the 
latter part of February added to 
its sufferings. \Veather forecasts 
promised no, relief on that score. 
Hoover's study of the food situa­
tion prompted the statement, 
"This is the worst period in Jt.;u­
rope in twenty-five years.'' Feb­
ruary 21 President Truman urgPd 
Congress in n special message to 
appropriate sa:;o,ooo,ooo for re­
lief in liberated countries, dis­
tribution to be controlled di~t­
ly by the United States. Rigid 
stlfeguards ngulnst use of the 
money for other purposes were 
pledged by Wrn. L. Clayton, un­
der-secretary of stute :Cor econom­
ic ttffairs. 

Coal Fam.lnes 
~ Coni famines now ttdd to the 
sufferings of the people. ln \'uri­
ous parts of Europe tbe short­
age of coal, both domestically and 
industrlnlly, Is acute. Drastic 
measures to reduce the use of 
coal nre taken. Britain cut down 
use of electricity to unheard-of 
proportions us a result of the cOal 
shortuge, aggravated by blizzard.8 
and transportation diftlculties. 
The restrictions were somewhat 
eased with the third week of Feb­
ruary. The II)lcllands were to re­
eclve thirty percent of the usual 
allocations oh·onl. To spread the 
limited generating power, it was 
planned to stagger hours of 
work so· as not to put a penk 
load on generators. Generating 
plants, In England, which pro­
duced 24,000,000,000 units of elec­
tricity in 1938 were producing 
nearly twice as much the last 
year, no new plants having been 
built during the war. 

New Distance 
&od Speed Records 

+ Betty Jo, that's the name of 
the fighter plane that made a 
new speed record the last day of 
February. It fiew from llickam. 
Field, Hawaii, to La Guardia 

Field, New York, a distance of 
4,978 miles, In 14 hours 33 min­
utes. It was the longest nonstop 
flight e\'er made by a fighter 
plane. Lieut Col. R. E. Thacker 
and Lieut. J. M. Ard were pilot 
and copilot. Another record was 
made the same day by hlul 
1\lnntz, who fiew a P-51 (Blaze 
of Noon) from Burbank, Calif., 
to New York (2,446 mt1es) ln 6 
hours 7 minutes 5 seconds, which 
is 32 minutes less than the pre­
•ious record for propeller-driven 
planes. 

One-Step Camera Invention 
~ A new camera hns been In­
vented that makes pictures with­
out the delay of developing the 
film and making the prints in a 
darkroom, a time-consuming proc­
ess. The camera is described as 
providing "n new klnd of photog­
raphy as revulutionary ns the 
transition from wet plates to day­
Ught-lofl,lilng film", which was ac­
Complish(!(J.1n the nineteenth cen- . 

. tury. Tlt~·\.:amera contains a roll 
Of papf'r as well as of film, and, 
after the picture is taken, the 
tu.rnlng of a knob presses out a 
small nmount of developer against 
film and paper, which are at t~e 
same time ejected from the cam­
era. Peeling apart the film and 
the paper reveals the picture, 
finished and complete on the spot. 
The camera wm not be on the 
market for nt least six months, 
however. 

Mount Etna 'Erupts 
~ A stream of incandescent Itt va 
threatened ~Uages at the base 
of :Mount Etna as the result of a 
violent eruption of the mountain 
on ~,ehruary 24. The lava stream 
ad~nced along a front of a thou­
sand feet, as the villagers re­
moved their goods and them­
selves from the pn th of danger. 
The mountain had been restless 
for some time, evidenced by deep 
subterranean rum b I i n g s. The 
eruption opened a new crater and 
was accompanied by a loud ex­
plosion. Great fires broke out on 
the wooded slopes as the molten 
lava fiowed from the new open­
ing 1n great quantity. 
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Established by God 

Announced by men 

Proved here by events 

Be sure to hear this important Bible lecture! 
The date-April 6, 1947. 
The place -Cities and towns country-wide • 

. Shortly -you will. see this talk advertised on the streets of many 
cities throughout the country. For further details as to time and 
place note the extensive advertising or check with the company of 
Jehovah's witnesses nearest to you. 

Though men clog the public channels of communication with tneir 
theories of government, this urgent announcement concerning the per­
fect government will be given through the medium of the public plat­
form. The talk "Announcing the PerteCt Government", to be given the 
first time on April6, marks the opening of the new series of educational 
Bible lectures sponsored by Jehovah's witnesses world-wide for the 
year 1947. Thousands of cities, towns and villages will witness these 
talks. Hundreds of thousands of persons will attend. \Vill you be one? 

Free 

A1J rwrson.-.: of good-will 

invitl'd 
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"Behold, a king shall reign in 
righfeoUllness, and princes shall 
rule injustice." 

A WAKE J 




