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Brook(iyn, N. Y., September 8, 1946

Number 708

ATOM BOMBING AT BIKINI

CCPOMBS AWAY!” Those were the
words that were hroadcast to the
world a few seconds after 9 a.m. on
1. Thos;ie were the words uttered
a B-29 bomber flving some 30,000
feet above the peaceful Bikini atoll lo-
cated in the Pacific. Far below 42,000
people had assembled to witness the ex-
plosion of the fourth atomic bomb as it
burst among 73 mnaval vessels. “The
greatest single experiment in all his-
tory,” it was called. No other event, nat-
ural or man-made, has ever been so
extensively measured, gauged, photo-
graphed and reported. No other event
ever had such a bunild-up by radio and
press. [t was a great show and the whole
world was the audience.
Shortly after Japan was
defeated the idea of testing
the power of the atom bomb
on warsiups was eonceived.
[laborate preparations were
made duriug the months that
followed. By January of this
it was announced that
Bikini atoll was the stage
for this joint army and navy
display known as “Opera-
tion Crossroads”.
Cougressional approval
wag obtained and May 15
was set as the date of the
first test in which an atomic
bomb would be exploded in
the air over various types
of warships. President Tru-
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man later put the first test off until
July 1. The second test was to be a
shallow-water explosion, 18 to 30 feet
under the surface. Sometime in 1947 a
third test will be held with a deep-sea
explosion. Tentatively, the date for this
third test, named “Charlie Day”, is set
for March 1, 1947.

The “guinea pig” tleet itself consisted
of 73 ships totaling 335,000 tons. There
were battleships, aireraft carriers, cruis-
ers, destrovers, submarines and trans-
ports; also German and Japanese ships.
These were set out within a circle of
4,000 yards radius. In the middle was
the 30-year-old hattleship, Nevada, and,
painted an international orange color, it
made a fine bull's-eye for the target. In

addition to these saerificial
ships weie over 100 others
used for operational pur-
poses. More than 130 air-
planes, including helicop-
ters, were also used.

Arny equipment such as
tanks, ammunition and poi-
son gas was placed on board
the ships. Also quartermas-
terr supplies, like canned
food, soft drinks, beer, can-
dy bars aand clothing were
on deck. Cereal seeds, vege-
tables, flowers and cotton
specimens were also in-
cluded. Tnsects that carry
yellow fever, spotted fever
and dengue were not over-
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looked. Yes, even bedhugs were there!
Additionally there were thousands of
rats and miee, and hundreds of goats
and pigs distributed on the vessels as a
grisly reminder that they were to die
instead of men. In the waters of the
lagoon itself some 400 different kinds of
fish were included in the ohservations.

By Jnne 24 all the preliminary ar-
rangements were {ixed and a full-dress
rehearsal was leld, using a dunnny
bomb. The indications were that this was
to he a spectacular show, and so every
publicity ageney was brought into play.
A special ship, the Appalachian, was
rigged up with a maze of intercommuni-
cation ecuipnent. More than 200 jour-
nalists and newspapermen were ahoard.
Representatives from the eleven mem-
ber nations of the UN geeurity counsel
were invited. Space was reserved forr 6§
mewmbers of Congress. All together there
were about 6,000 obs¢rvers that were
given special polaroid goggles so that
they could actually look at the blast. And
there were radio coimunentators too.
Their job was to feed the four major
networks of America as well as the for-
eign stations. All together over 1,000
stations devoted 48 minutes of their
time, at a cost of $200,000.

“Able Day,” the name given July 1,
arrived. At dawn the special B-29 called
“Dave’s Dream” raced down the runway
on Kwajalein island and successfully
raised its lethal load into the air. Mean-
while, at Bikini, the men that had heen
keeping up the pressure in the hoilers of
the target ships were removed, but not
before the last man on each ship had
hoisted a special red and yellow flag in-
dicating that none was left on board.
The failure of any ship to show the spe-
cial flag would have caused the test to
come to a standstill. Outside the lagoon
were 42,000 anxious men, watching and
waiting. Admirali Blandy’s ship, the
Mount McKinley, was 10 to 15 1iles
away. It was the closest. Beyond, in the
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18-to-20-mile zone, were the reporters
and visitors.

As the listening world waited intently
they could hear in the background the
ticking of a metronome that had been
placed hefore a microphone on the deck
of the Nevada. Louder than the metro-
nome was the cracking and static and
off-stage voices intermingled with the
shoutings of nervous radio commenta-
tors.

The climax had been reached. Dave’s
Dream had made two runs over the tar-
get to check its radar equipment and get
its range. Now it was swinging into the
third or live run.

Eyewitness Accounts

On board the Appalachian miles away
some watched the blast on the television
screen. Others on deck looked through
colored glasses as lhe violence of the
atom was released on veteran hattle-
ships. For the majority, the show was
a disappointment, since many of them
had expected to get a thrill similar to
that received if standing on the deck of
a battleship when it fires a 16-inch broad-
side in a hurricane. But nothing like that
occurred. First, there was a flash, said
by some to he disappointingly faint.
Then, a few minutes later the sound like
distant rolling thunder. Many scientists,
Congressmen and UN observers ex-
pressed their actual feelings and impres-
sions from what they saw and heard,
while others were carried away with
their imagination and told the story as
if they were actually standing on the
deck of the Nevadu.

One observer said that it was no more
spectacular than the colorful cloud that
accompanies a forest fire in British
Columbia. The Russian representative,
pointing at the clond, said: *'Not se
much.” A senator first looked at the sun
through his colored glasses and then at
the blast and said: “My estimation of
the flash is that it was not as large or as
bright as the sun.”

AWAKE!?
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In contrast with these statements are
the reports of newspapermen like Wil-
liam L. Lawrence, of the New York
Times, who wrote:

It was an awesome, spine-chilling speetacle,
a boiling, angry, super-voleano struggling to-
ward the sky, beiching enormous masses of
iridescent flames and smoke and giant rings
of a rainhow, at times giving the appearance
of a monster tugging at the earth in an effort
to lift it and hurl it into space.

The spectacular cloud, made up of
billowy, creamy-white clouds streaked
with pastel eolors of pink and saffron
and salmon, towered five miles into the
stratosphere. At a height of two miles
it swelled into a great knot; at three
miles there was another knob; and at
the top it spread out like a great mush-
room or cauliflower head estimated to
have been 12,000 feet in diauneter. Mete-
orologists explained that the peculiar
eap was due to the steam cloud’s sud-
denly freezing at 18,000 feet into ice

First reports were that the

rose to 50,000 or 60,000 feet. Later,

these figures were pared down to 24,000
to 35,000 feet.

The high-speed cameras (there were
sixty of them installed on steel towers
five and ten miles from the explosion)
gave a more accurate picture of what ae-
tually happened in that split-second
when atom particles started splattering
the lagoon of Bikini. These cameras were
operated by radio and some of them took
8,000 pictures per second with about one-
millionth of a second exposure for each.
These pictures showed that at first
streamers of bright light shot out frem
the venter, Then, an instant later, a huge
ball of fire, mere than a mile wide,
seared and blackened the ships. A mo-
ment later this was replaced by a fog
bank of steam, caused when water is
suddenly heated above 3,100 degrees
Fahrenheit. Tn the center an atomic tor-
nado of extreme violence was generated
which surged upward thousands of feet.
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This caused the wind to rush in at a
speed of 500 to 1,000 miles an hour.

In the short time that it
took the bomb to one-tenth of a
millionth of a second, radiant energy
was released that had at the center an
estimated temperature of 100,000,000 de-
grees Fahrenheit, ten thousand times
hotter than the surface of the sun. In
the first 5000th of the first second some
of this data was recorded. Also spectro-
graphic ineasurements were captured.
A short time Jater pilotless drone hoats
and planes were steered into the target
area to take samples of the radioactive
water and air. Thousrands of pressure,
velocity and temperature gauges were
used to record the effects ol the blast.
Geiger counters were installed in all the
planes and boats to ineasure the radio-
activity. Individual hadges”
told if the personnel had subjected
fo overdoses of the deadly rays.

Some of the Damage Done

The blast slapped the water with such
foree that it momentarilv depressed it
like a saucer. GGireat damage was done,
though not of such magnitude as pre-
dicted. Five ships were sunk; nine were
heavily damaged; forty-five others suf-
fered badly. The blast “damaged more
ships than have ever hefore been dam-
aged by a single explosion”, said the
official report. Blandy said, though, that
one should not he too hasty in drawing
conclusions from these meager facts.

Because few ships were sunk outright
and the palm trees and steel towers on
Bikini island three and a hailf miles away
withstood the blast, many people were
prone to pass it off ag a miserable fail-
ure. Granted that the bowh was not as
great as the one dropped on Nagasaki,
which was rated as 15,000 times that ot
a H500-pound bomb, yet one thing is cer-
tain, and that is, the atom bomb is still
the most monstrous and potent weapon
of destruction so far exhibited.

In time of war the ships would have
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been crippled to the point of uselessness
by losing their radar, radio and fire
equipment. Yet more damaging than fire
and blast pressure were the invisible
rays of radioactive substance, consist-
ing of gamma rays and particles of
neutrons, electrons and alpha particles.
This form of radiation is equivalent to
that of thousands of tons of radium.
Bomb-burst radiation, unlilke radium, is
extremely fierce and lasts but a millionth
of a second, but death may follow weeks
later. Though at 18 miles distance on
the Appalachian this radiation amounted
only to that of one-twentieth of a second
exposure under ordinary X.ray, which
is harmless to hwnans, yet if those crea-
tures of flesh and bleod who were disap-
pointed at the show had been on board
the ships in the target area there would
have been a heavy loss of life. Many
would have died from the blast within
3,000 yards of the centfer, and witlin
1,000 vards few would have survived.

Lingering radioactivity in the area
was somewhat proportional to the dis-
tance from the burst. Forty-eight hours
after the blast the beach of Bikini was
safe for sunbathers. But some ships
closer to the blast were still dangerous
on July 4.

First reports said that the bomb was
dropped with very good accuracy and
that “it could not have been hetter”. But
later it was shown that the bomb fell
1,500 to 2,000 feet west of the target
ship and to its stern. This explains why
the transport Gilliam was sunk “in a
matter of seconds™, whereas the Nevada
escaped. Though Blandy said that the
bomb exploded “at exactly the intended
heig'ht”, others claimed that it did not
go off at the intended height. Lt was sup-
posed to have been the same type as that
used at Nagasaki, that is, a Plutonium
bomb instead of a Uranium 235 type as
used at Hiroshima, yet it was “somewhat
less powerful” than the Nagasaki bomb.
The fact that the cloud did not rise to
60,000 feet was proof of that. Neverthe-
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less, it was terrible enough in its de-
structive force to set the Saratoga afire
two miles away.

No tidal wave was created, and the
earth was not shaken as predicted.
Magnetic and radioactive gauges sta-
tioned in such scattered places as Mud-
son Bay in Canada, Peru and Australia
failed to respond, and tidal gauges and
seismiographs in Califoernia and Hawaii
were not disturbed. This was because an
atomie bomb is only one-thousandth as
powerful as a moderate earthquake.

What About the Animals?

Only about ten percent of the goats
and pigs were killed outright. So the
first conclusions were that radioactivity
was not as bad as predicted. The second
day goats were found munching hay on
the forecastle deck of the hard-hit Penn-
sylvania. But mice under the gun tur-
rets on the stern of the Nevada a few
hundred feet from the center of the
blast were all dead. This led Colonel
Warren to the belief that ships cannot
hbe built thick enough to protect their
crews from the lethal radiation of near-
miss atomic blasts. It was also learned’
that white mice flown through the cloud
in drone planes after the blast turned
brown. Reports showed that many of
those found alive were sick and later
died. Some of the animals were given a
special hath to remove the radiation, hut
two weeks after Able Day it was re-
ported from the animal ship, Burleson,
that the survivals of the initial blast
were “dying like flies”. Blandy later de-
nied this as an ent, and said
mortality was at the “expected rate”.

The Second Test at Bikini

Precisely at 8:35 a.m., July 25, called
“Baker Bay”, the first underwater atom-
ic bornb exploded beneath a fieet of 87
naval vessels of various types. Thou-
sands of miles away the listening world
heard by radio what sounded like the
continual roar of a pounding surf, or
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more accurately described as the ampli-
fied sound of escaping excess steam from
a ship.

Once again a great ball of fire lighted
the lagoon. Then thousands of tons of
water geysered skyward out of the
howels of the lagoon to a height of 5,000
feet. Intermingled with this water was
a gray-blue cloud of radioactive mist
and steam. It was peach-colored on the
edges and continued to rise to an alti-
tude of two miles, hut was higger at the
hase than former atomic explosions, re-
sembling a gigantic, shimmering mush-
roomn. Estimated to have a diameter at
the base of 2,000 feet, it fogged out and
obscured the television screens.

The waves that this explosion raised
on the lagoon were said to he all the way
from 2 to 10 feet high, Mere ripples they
were compared with the predicted 100-
foot waves. Nevertheless, this explosion
was no firecracker affair. Tt tossed giant
battle-wagons around as if they were
toys, and caused considerahle damage.
One observer said that the atom bomb
No. 5 was equal to 50,000 tons of T'NT.

The next day early reports indicated
ten ships had heen sunk, including a bat-
tleship and an aircraft carrier, while six
others were bhadly damaged. No ship
survived within a radius of a half a mile
of the explosion. Double proof has thus
been given to show that the atomic bomb
is a deadly weapon of destruction to
both life and ships, whether it is ex-
ploded above or helow the surface of
the sea.

Why These Tests?

These atoin-homb tests were not spon-
sored by the UN organization, but were
an undertaking by the United States

only. The pnrpose, according to Admiral

Blandy, was

primarily to determine the effects of the
atomic bomb wpon neval vessels to gain in-
formation of value to the national defense
. . . Seeondary purposes are to afford train-
ing for Army Air forces personnel in attack
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with the atomiec bomb against ships and to
determine the effect of the atomic bomb upon
military installations and equipment.

It was “to improve the defensive fea-
tures of comhatant ships”, it was “clear-
ly as a defensive measure”, said the
brass-buttoned admirals. More is re-
vealed by these statements than appears
on the surface.

To say that the tests were “scientific
experiments”, as some said they were,
is not altogether true. The scientists
that gave the world the atom homb did
not approve of these tests, and said that
nothing new was to be learned from
such. "'he thousand scientists that took
part in the test, it is said, did so “with
heavy hearts and without enthusiasin”.
The Federal Awerican Scicutists said
that “nothing of scientific value and lit-
tle of technical value to peacetime use
of atomic energy™ would be learned from
the tests. The scientists were not enthu-
siastic about these purely “defensive”
tests,

The Joint Chiefs’ E£valuation Board
erred when it said that these tests were
to enable “the United States to retain its
present position of scientilic leadership”.
Military leadership is what many believe
they meant. Huge amounts of ¢uarter-
master supplies were placed on decks of
vessels just to “see what happens”. Noth-
ing was learned about the effect radia-
tion had on the great stores of valuable
material that was destroyed by fire or
went down with the sunken ships. Far
more scientific control, and hence more
valuable information, could have been
obtained by subjecting those materials
to radiation in the laboratory, and at a
fraction of the eost.

And speaking ol expense, the navy
said that the experiment would cost only
abont $100,000,000. But others placed
the cost more nearly where it belonged,
around a half billion dollars. It depends
on the bookkeeping system used. Ac-
cording to the navy the ships were junk.
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Political Repercussions

The IEvaluation Board said that “the
test was well conceived and executed”.
And secretary of the navy, Forrestal,
denied that it was a threat of war to the
other nations. However, others doubt
the sincerity of these statements. In
fact, an atomic bomb test at a time when
peace conferences are in order touched
off a nmmnber of repercussions in differ-
ent parts of the earth. Many observers
see 1n it a theatrical exhihition hefore
the world of the military strength of the
United States. They see in it, too, a po-
litical move on the chesshoard of inter-
national diplomacy.

The ¥rench press poked fun at the
great publicity that was given this event,
If it was a purely military experiment,
why all the publicity? Is it customary
for the navy to invite hundreds of news-
paper reperters and radio announcers
and representatives of foreign govern-
ments to witness military experiments
at its proving grounds! Not at all. A
French scientist said: “The American
atomic homb test in the Pacific is a
miserable idea and a poor example to
give the world.”

The Italian Socialists paper said:
“The atomic homb is on a level with the
evil deeds of the Nazis and places con-
guerors and vanguished on the sanie
plane.” Another Italian newspaper said
that the test was the “most startling,
monstrous and at the same time tragic-
ally grotesque experiment”.

One British comment about the test
comes from a member of Parliament.
He was loudly cheered when he rose in
the House of Commons and said: “Why
choose innocent animals when there are
so many guilty men available?”

Russian comment on the Bikini tests
1s worthy of' note. “An aggressive ges-
ture against all people of the werld,”
said a Soviet newspaper. Another Rus-
sian writer commented ahout the fact
that atomic energy for peaceful pur-
poses is subordinated to military use.
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Another commented on the fact that,
although the bomb failed te sink all the
warships, it, nevertheless, “fundamen-
tally undermnined the belief in the seri-
ousness of American talk about atomic
disarmament”. It is a means of “black-
mail that can be used against those whe
do not agree with, or submit to” the
United States, is the foreign impression
made. Even Russian scientists showed
“profound anxiety at the fact” that
atomic energy was heing used hy the
United States, “not for the good of man-
Ikind but to its detriment as an instru-
ment for oppressing and enslaving oth-
er peoples.”

Not only abroad, but here at home,
many people were and are opposed to
such “experiments”. Senator Huffman is
quoted as saying that “the United States
cannot escape the accusation that it is
acting in a most unsuitable and hypo-
critical manner”. Scientists too have op-
posed holding such sword-rattling dem-
onstrations at a time when there is sup-
posed to be a peace in the making,.

America stands at a great vantage
point in histor'y because of her heritage,
resources and skill, hut she does not use
these to inspire contidence in her abil-
ity te establish peace. Maybe the expla-
nation for this deplorable condition is
given by Dean Gildersleeve. She said,
not so long ago, “We have heen failing
because our leaders and representatives
have lacked brains that see the goal and
think straight. They have lacked wis-
dom, and they have lacked courage.”

Notwithstanding this unfavorable
comment following the first test on
July I, preparations with dress rehears-
als went on apace for the next one held
on July 25. The admirals try to justily
these “experiments” hy saying that the
data gathered will prevent another
“Pearl Harbor”. But as far as develop-
ing a defense against the atomic bomb
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, director of
the atomic homb laboratory at Los Ala-
mes during the war, says: “There are
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no specific counter-measures for atomic
hombs.”

It 1s for this reason that men like
Oppenheimer and Urey who developed
the bomb now fear it more than any-
thing else. They see in these bomb tests
the gathering of data for use by the
militarists, and not for peaceful scien-
tific use. The scientists say they labored
under an illugion in developing the bomb
in the first place. As one of them put it:
“We thought the democracies would use
it wisely to end the war to end all wars.”
But uow they see that the atom bomb of
the future will not have the killing power
of 20,000 tons of TNT, as the one used
at Hiroshima, but rather, an atomic
boinb of the future will be equal to one
or two million tons of TNT. Further-
more, these bombs will be relatively
cheap when compared with other ivpes
of weapons. One estimate is that in the
not-too-distant future an atom bomb will
cost no more than $1,000,000. More than
two billion was spent developing the first
one.

Those who see beneath the surface and
think in terms of the third dimension
find no peace of mind or censolation in
the fact that these atomic tests are pro-
moted by the militarists. Those who hope
and pray for peace find no guarantee
that such military leaders will establish
a lasting peace through their bomb re-
search. No, not when they read concern-
ing the war-crimes trials in Japan that
it was the militarists thiat set the stage
and promoted the China incident that
eventually embroiled half the world’s
population in a long and bloody conflict.

Atomic Age of Fear

Originally scientists were experiment-
ing with atomic energy with the view in
mind of using it fer the benefit of man,
but their efforts were diverted into de-
structive channels. Instead of spending
hundreds of millions of dollars on a
bomb test, why not spend a little in de-
veloping the peaceful possibilities of
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atomic energy? Why not use it to cure
skin cancer on a large scalet There are
also many other applications for atomic
energy that are now knewn. Up to the
time of the war over 400 radioactive
isotopes had been discovered. Why not
develop their possibilities?

It is true, a few days before the first
Bikini bomb was released the govern-
ment {inally made available a small
quantity of atomic by-products for med-
ieal purpeses. But in doing so they said:

“It probably will be impossible to mecet
all of the demands of the country until
additional pile facilities are built spe-
cifically for radieactive isotope produc-
tion.”

All right, why not spend some of the
money that was sunk in the Bikini la-
goon in building such piles? No! say the
militarists, such “is not contemplated in
the immediate future”. [nstead, they say
that millions will now be spent in rede-
signing and improving naval vessels for
the future.

Instead of perverting this valuable
source of energy, as has been done in the
mid-Pacifie, why not use it for legitimate
purposes? Why not, for example, heat a
great city like New York next winter by
atomic energy? It is claimed that the
harnessing of the atom for the genera-
tion of power is already in the blue-
print stage. Why, then, does the govern-
ment not give such experimental work
its full support and finanecial aid instead
of giving 1t to some fish-killing, mouse-
destroying, nation-frightening show of
mulitary might?

Does it not seem inconsistent for a
nation to spend hundreds of millions of
dollars on these admittedly military
preparations for a third world war, and
at the same time send its delegates to
what is called a “United Nations™ peace
conference? And yet this is what is
done, and both events are reported in
the same newspaper. The United States
finds herself in this ridiculous position
because in reality she does net have
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faith and confidence in the UN organi-
zation. She believes what Trygve Lie
says: “The immeciiate job of the United
Nations is to forestall actual war be-
tween nations.” In other words, it is ad-
mitted that such factional organization
can only delay war. If the United States,
without faith in the UN organization,
husies herself perfecting machinery for
the next war, how can she inspire other
nations to have faith that the “United
Nations” will outlaw war?

(Great fear has seized the rulers and
the ruled. They admit the atomic bomb
offers no guarantee against war, with
the exception of the Vatican, which says
that the atom homb is more important
as an instrument of peace than as an in-
strument of war. Imagine! Neither does
the announcement that a method is be-
ing worked on for detecting an experi-
mental atomic bomh explosion anywhere
in the world give any comfort or peace
of mind. It is a case of “men’s hearts
failing tkhem for fear, and for looking
after those things whieh are coming on
the earth”.—Luke 21: 26.

And se, driven by this fear, the na-
tions prepare for war. Even while the
preparations were going forward for
the Bikini tests announcement was made
that the United States had developed
other terrible weapons besides the atom-
iec bomb. Fear, too, was increased when
it was disclosed that the Russians tried
out an atomic homb on Decembher 18,

that made obsolete the American

F'rom now on it is a race hetween
these so-called “brotlierly” nations whose
foreign ministers sit around the peace
tables while their scientists build bhigger
and better bombs.

If an atemic explosion is the greatest
manifestation of power that man can
produce, and yet it is only one-thou-
sandth as powerful as a moderate eartlh-
quake, then the nations that have for-
gotten God should surely tremble and
fear, for sliortly now Jehovah God, the
Almighty and Infinite One, will shake
this earth with such destructive violence
that the atemic homb tests of Bikini will
pale into insignificance,

— T ——

Fixing Boundaries

HE sovereignty of a nation, as history shows, is no more secure than its borders.
If its territomal boundaiies are ealled in quesbon a mation, to show its right, must
display its might. “}ight makes right,” so they say, in this world of bxutal force. For
example: Wm. Pbilip Simms, editorial eommentator of the New York W orld-Telegram

once wrote:

“There 1a searcely & frontier in Burope, it is pointed out, that has not changed
bands baif a dozeu times tn past centuries. Scotland could claim England or England
claim Scotland, or Britain claim F'rauce or France claim Britain, or Rome claim. everything,
if you delve back far enough. Or Mexico might take back Texas, or Russia take Alaska,
or France take Louigiana, or Spain take Florida, or the Indians talce hack Manbattan
on the grounds that we had taken advantage of them when they were weak.”

All the talk about satisfactorily securing the territorial hoendaries of a so-called
“hrotherhcod of nations” is sure to fail. For of a truth, “the esrth is Jehovah’s, and
the fulness thereot” and present governments have no legal claim thereto. (Psalm 24: 1,
Am. Stun. Ver.) Consequently, tervitordes of states and boundaries of nations will con-
tinne to change hands in the open market of international barter, the medium of ex-
change heing diplomatic intrigue with foree, antil He who is the rightful Owner of the
earth rises up at Arnuageddon and squashes all thege *squatter” nations swho presump-
tuously and errogently druw imaginary boundsry lines on the euth’s surface.

10
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On the Religious Front

Prayer for the Woild

{ The heads of all so-called “Chri'stian”
chureches in Britain issued a call on July 28,
1946, for prayers on belalf of the peace con-
ference at Paris, starting July 29. A statement
signed by the archbishop of Canterbury, the
Roman Catholic archbishop of Westminster,
the moderator of the General Assenbly of the
Church of Scotland and the moderator of the
Free Church Federal eouncil said:

“The coming peace conference will mark
another and impertant step in the long proecess
of making the peace. The constant duty of
Clhristian people iz to he steadfast in prayer
for the proples of the world and for those who
bear the respomsibility of leadership among
them. That duty is indeed recognized; yet, hav-
ing in view tbe critical importaoce of the eom-
ing conference and of all to which it will lead
on, we call upon all who put their trust in the
will and grace of God to be iastant in prayer
et this time.”

The following conunent is immaterial to such
political religionists, but it will gain the ear of
those sincerely trying to be Christians, because
their Ieader, Chrm'st Jesus, said it: “I pray not
for the world.”—John 17:9.

Catholic Priests War Criminals

€ The Yugoslav Mimistry of Information in
Belgrade on July 26, 1946, said some priests
had been exeented in Yugoslavia since Tito
took power, hut “they were tried as wsr erim-
iaals, not as priests”. A spokesman at the min-
istry said reports that Tito had launched a
terroristic nnti-Catholie policy were “olil aceu-
sations renewed to eoincide with the Paris
peace conference”. Religions rabble-rousers in
demoeratic lands should remember, before they
unleash their' windstorms, that the Allies them-
selves are holding the Roman Catholic priest

Tiso of Czechoslevakia, Catholic Hitlei's pup-
pet ruler, for trial in the war criminal doek.

“4ssociate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces;

@

Double or Nothing

4 The following appeared in the New York
World-Telsgram on May 25, 1946: “Brussels,
May 25.—A Belgian priest named Callewaert
appealed from a sentence of six years’ impiis-
onment imposed after his conviction for collab-
oration. The conrt of appesls today made it 12
years.” Had the eourt read in the Bible God's
judgment against snch religions organizations
as this priest serves, namely, “Double unto her
double” —Revelation 18: 5, 6.

Consolidating Religion

€ In a document of some 4,000 words, a basis
for union of the Protestant Episcopal snd the
Presbyterian, U.S.A., churches has been offi-
cially sobmitted by a joint comuittee of the
two hodies. 'The preamble to the proposed un-
ton reads as follows:

“Through the events of our time as well as
through his revelatinm of his will in Jesus
Christ, God is imperatively ecalling npon all
who believe in him to besome one flock nnder
one Shepherd, so that the world may believe
in its COreator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. Al}
the churches stand at the bar of God's judg-
ment, The wmity of Christians i8 not merely
a pions aspiration; it is essential if the church
is to live and to fulffll its mission both at home
and abroad. It is not remote from the needs
of onr age. Upon us the end of a world has
come, and the events of the last decades have
shown that unless the church becomes inereas-
ingly effecthve in human affairs as a united
comnmmnity of faith whiel transcends nation-
ality, race anid eclass, and therefore can hold
(ivided grenups in co-operation, further and
more destructive ideological wars are inevita-
ble.”

Tha document shows that, finally, some re-
ligions have recognized that the eud of the
world is at hand. Their efforts to hold it to-
gether will surely fail, according to the Bible.

. « o Take counsel

tegether, and st shall come to nought: speak the word, and it shall not stand: . ..
8ay ye mot, A confederacy”—Izaiah 8:9-12,

SEPTEMBER 8, 1846
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An anslysis of the musieal merits of the “popular song”, ragtime and jazz, plns
a few observations on the vanity that often attends serious musie

THE primary purpose of mu-
sic 1s to bring praise to Je-

hovah God, as the Bible so abun-

dantly testifies, and its second-

ary purpose is to delight and
benefit man. It may well be termed the
language of the heart, the speech of our
emotions. When filled with superlative
Joy, intense longing or keen grief, words
seem inadequate, and the soul breaks
forth into song, in music. A case in
point is the Psalms, which were origi-
nally sung, and which run the whole
gamut of human emotion.

Not only is music the expression of
the heart, but also food and even med-
icine for It Man has a hunge1 for beaun-
tiful sounds just as he has a hunger and
thirst for food and drink, for heauty
that is visual, and for truth and knowl-
edge. Music satisfies that hunger for
beauty in sound. And music has been
found to be good medicine for troubled
spirits from the time physicians pre-
seribed it for King Saul down to our
day. Edison, some thirty years age,
made many experiments demonstrating
the value of music in changing one’s
moods. It has been found that when sor-
row depresses the hLeart, or bitterness,
anger or resentment arises in the breast,
the hearing of beautiful and cheerful
music will help restore peace and calm,
Because of this, good music is an aid to
the Christian who seeks to have eontrol
of his mental disposition and to have
his mind and heart {illed with such things
as are pure, honest and of good report.
Such is partieularly true of music writ-
ten in praise of Jehovah God and about
the joys of Mis service. But there are
many different tvpes of music, and not
all have a good effect.
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The “Popular Song”

About a hundred years ago in this
country such men as Stephen Foster
wrote songs that appealed to the multi-
tude and which bhecame very popular.
Such were really folk songs, and are still
popular today because they had hoth sin-
cerity of thought and mwusical merit.
However, about the san:e tiume, and more
and more so as the years rolled by, an-
other song was heing composed, the
“popular soug”. Its authers and com-
posers were not men who felt the arge
to give their fellows something heauti-
ful and had the gift to do so, but were
such as had but one concern, that of
making money; and this they would do
by eatching the popular fancy with some--
thing seemingly new. For years they
sentimentalized over the sorrows caused
by the unfaithful lover, the drunkard
father, the ‘dead mother in the baggage
car ahead’, etc. [ixcessive weeping over
the weoes and wrongs of others brought
a certain amount of emotional relief; the
people enjoyed it, and so it was worked
to the limit by these tune smiths.

When the country went to war the
Feddlers of this type of entertainiment

ound it profitable to become patriotic,
and so patriotism became the last refuge
also of musical(?) scoundrels. When
prohibition came along they sang of the
“alcoholic blues” because someone had
stolen their booze. Since then the popu-
lar sougs have continued to deteriorate,
until today they have reached an all-
time law. The popular song is puerile,
childish: “Shoofly Pie,” “®ne-zv, Two-zy,
I kiss You-zy; Two-zy, Three-zy, You
kiss Mee-zy” ad infinitum, ad nauseam.
It is vulgar: “Pm nobody’s moo cow
now; Sunken hips and fuzzy lips”; it is
blasphemous in its references to God and
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the Scriptures; it is Glled with creature
worship, idolizing “heroes” and remance;
and when it is not brazen in its appeal
to the desires of the flesh, it does so by
.means of the “double entendre”, using
seemingly innocent words to convey evil
thoughts. It is told of a leading young
lady in a Broadway musical, who had
recently cone to the “Great White Way”
from Texas, that she actually cried when
told the significance of the words she
was singing. But she evidently soon got
over her grief, as she kept on singing the
words. The popular song reflects the
mind of this world, a world aunder the
control of the Devil and plunging head-
long toward destruction.

Nor should it be thonght strange that
this is so. Today the writing of popular
songs is a lighly cominercialized busi-
ness, Big Business. Ability is so scaree
that we often find three or mozre listed
as “composers” of an inane melody,
wlile a like nnmber claim credit for the
Iyries; the former being as ignorant of
tlie grammar of music as the latter are
of the possibilities of the [nglish lan-
guage. One on the “inside” of that busi-
ness opined that the reason that no hits
were emanating trom “tin-pan alley”
these days was that 1ts composers never
go hungry, they being well paid regard-
less of whether o1' not they produce!

Tin-pan alley. That place is well
namecl, as one writer not so long ago
observed: “Tin, the one metal that sunits
the dull reverberations of the passing
song. Pan, the one instrument to send
out its flat repetitions, its tiny monotony.
Alley, not even a street. It is a place of
crassness, of sentimentality and cyni-
cism.” No wonder they have to hire
“pluggers™ and bribe artists to bring
their wares before the publie!

Ragtine

What is ragtime? and where did it
originate? How the name got its start
is anybody’s guess, not ‘much being
known except that when playing musie
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a certain way, they spoke of it as “rag-
ging” it. One thing is certain, there was
ragtime before it was called hy that
nance. Ragtime is generally acceded to
be syncopation. And what is syncopa-

tiony Well, it is a form of | and
in music rhythm is the “regular
of strong and light accents”. Us-

the stress falls on the {irst note

of a bar of musie, a secondary stress
being given at the half-way mark, such
as: Onr, and, Two, and; or Oxg, two,
Thiee, four. To get the effect of svneco-
pation the stress is reversed, and we
have: one, Axv, two, And; or, one, T'wo,
three, Four. By means of this novel use
of rhythm, musie has a spice, a pignancy
all of its own. Composers of “good™ or
serions music have lept this in mind and
therefore nse it very sparingly, it being
found cliefly in musical novelties. Many
of f-he advocates of ragtime point to this
fact to argue that there is nothing wrong
with ragtinie. But in ragtime we do not
have just the use of syncopation, hut its
abuise; it is syncopation ridden to death,
hecome, as it were, a disease. In ragtime
the rhythm is the all-important factor,
melody, harmony and musical ideas be-
ing slighted for ity sake. 1"he overdoing
of this novel form of rhiythm has seme-
thing exeiting abouat it, and its effect up-
on the listener is to make him reckless,
'o appreciate the difference hetween
the use of syncopation by composers of
seriouts music and of ragtime one might
liken it to the nse of alcebiolic heverages.
At dinner there may e a little Burgundy
wine on the table to go with the steak.
This may add to the enjovment of the
meal and also aid the digestion; for is it
not written: “Wine maketh glad the
Leart of man,” and, “T'ake a little wine
for thy stomach’s sake™? In moderation
it serves a good purpose, and its actual
volime as compared with the meal as a
wliole is very small. That compares to
the use of syncopation in serious music,
Bnt, tin-pan alley with its ragtime is
comparable to the saloonkeeper who
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keeps coaxing his customer on payday
to have one glass after another of cheap
whiskey, having an eye only on his own
profits and not at all concerned about
what happens to his eustomer’s health
and family. @1 it may be likened to the
reckiess young set of today who imbibe
a lot of liquor because it makes them
teel “good”, irresponsible, and arouses
their amorous impuises.

This is easily appreciated when we
remember that ragtime (not just synco-
pation) “harkens back te darkest Africa
and is derived from tribal open-air ex-
uberance”, It was the music of savages,
who, having no appreciation of melody,
not to say anything of harmony, knew
music only as rhythm plus noise. It

“served to give expression to their primi-
tive instinets as well as to arouse them,
and was always associated with dances
having either a religious (demonic) or
sexual significance. In fact, in many of
the pagan cerenionies the two go hand
in hand, even as recorded in the Serip-
tures regarding Baal-peor.

These savages were highly skilled in
their rhythms, some of the rhythms be-
ing so complicated that the white man
could not imitate them. When kidnaped
and sold as slaves to the cotton growers
of the “0Old South”, they brought with
them the bhegimnings of ragtime. Their
slall in rhythm and sense of humor soon
produced the Negro minstrel, that form
of entertainment so widely imitated by
the white man. It has Jeen said that
ragtime began with the Negro’s restless
feet, and that it is nothing more than
a pepped-up version of the Negro spirit-
ual. It has been said that in his spiritual
he yearns after God but in ragtime he
yearns after the Devil; his spiritual be-
ing for Sundays, his ragtime for the
other six days of the week.

When ragtime first took the country
by storm, a prominent musical educator
gave it a withering blast of invective,
stating that it was, among other things,
“the musical attitude toward life only
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too familiar to us all. An attitude shal-
low, restless, avid of excitement, inca-
pable of sustained attention, skimming
the surface of everything, finding ne-
where satisfaction, realization and re-
pose. It is a meaningiess stir-about, &
commotion without purpose, an epiiepsy
simulating controlled muscular action.
It is the niusical counterpart of the
sterile c¢leverness we find in so muech of
our contemporary conversation.”

Viewed from a strictly musical stand-
point, our critic of ragtime is correct,
hut in other respects his definition falls
short. It is not without meaning and pur-
pose save in so far as it is without a
geod meaning and purpose. This is sup-
ported by thie testimony of welfare agen-
cies who ¢laim that ragtiine and jazz
have caused as inauny young people to go
wrong as has liguor. Yes, ragtime is of,
by, and for those who are hored and dis-
contented, of whose lives it can be said,
“All is vanity.” But the music-makers
must not be made to bear full respoun-
sibility for ragtime. Remember that
music is the speech of the emotions, and
if this old world’s bosom is tilled with
sentimentality and restlessness, the mu-
sicians merely express it.

Jazz and Its Variations

“What is jazz? Is it an art, a disease,
a mamner, or a dance? Has it any mu-
sical value? After twelve years of play-
ing Jjazz, I don’t lmow.” So, at one time,
spoke the so-called “king of jazz”. Some
insist that jazz is not inusie, but merely
a form or manner or methocl of playing
music. There seems to be considerable
argument in favor of this view, as any
piece of music can he “jazzed up”.

Jazz being the natural development
of ragtime, it is not surprising to find
that it too got its start with the African
Negro transplanted to this country.
While hoth New Orleans, la., and Mem-
phis, Tenn., are mentioned as the hirth-
place of jazz, it seems that the latter
has the better claim to this distinction.
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History has it that a political candidate
used a band of Negro minstrels in his
campaigning, whose reckless and noisy
playing and emphasis on rhythin so
struek the popular faney that their can-
didate was elected.

As a rule, these colored musicians who
pioneered in jazz couldl not read a note,
hut played entirely by ear. Being natu-
rally gifted improvisors (and that such
is & gift cannot lie denied) they could net
resist the temptation to fly off on a
musical rampage. Theirs was an out-
pouring, savage and exulting, noisy and
unashamed, and was just what a world
with the jitters, such as was tlie case in
days of World War I and shortly there-
after, wanted.

Jazz may have first seen the light of
day in Memphis, but its “hlues” were,
withont a doubt, born in St. Lonis, The
Llues are another instance of the abuse
of a musical effect, and were also orig-
inated by our colored minstrels. In musie
we have tlie major and minor keys, the
distinguishing feature of the minor be-
ing primarily the “fatted” third and
sixth notes of the scale which tends to
give it a “minor” or melancholy hue, In
the Dblues the music is written in the
major keys and is given a sad or wailing
¢uality by repeatedly flatting the ina-
Jor third, the strongest note in the scale.
Thus we lave a music that is neither
minor nor major, but a mixture of both.
The Negro's mse of this device can,
doubtless. he laid to the fact that his ‘lot
was not a happy one’. However, he had
his sense of humor always with him, and
in hig blues we {find both present. The
popularity of the blues, no doubt, is due
to the fact that the modern American
likewise finds in it an expression for his
discontent and longing.

As time went on jazz hecame more and
more a science, shall we call it, for the
public was ever wanting something new.
This is particularly showu in its use of
color and rhythm. In jazz, rhytlun also
gets the lion’s share of attention; and,
SEPTEMBER 8, 1946

wlile it is generally associated with rag-
time, it has reached the point of de-
velopment wlere it 1s possible to have
jazz without the use, or rather the abuse,
of syncopation. How sof? By the clever
means of clashing two definitely and reg-
ularly marked rhythms with each other.
There is no limit to the possibilities of
novelty and execitement by such inter-
play of eontrasting rhythms, in compari-
sou with which ragtime seems rather
tamne.

True, composers of serious music also
make use of this effect, as when a mel-
ody in waltz time is played with an ac-
companiment in common time, 3/4 and
4/4 time being played simultaneously.
But lere again, tin-pan alley does an
efTect to death for the many who crave
novelty and excitement. Sucl use of con-
trasting rhytluns requires a great deal
of emplasis, and so we find that the
rhythm section, with its banjos, bass
fiddle (which is “slapped” instead of
howed), drums and the many traps, is
the most 1mportant secticn in a jazz
band. 4

In their quest for novelty and variety
the jazzmen have not overlooked the
possibilities of color, and most of their
works abound in “loud” and clashing
hues, although theve are also some of
a more subdued nature. In jazz the
brasses reign supreme and uwndispnted,
living up to the colloguial meaning of
their name. In the symplony orchestra
the brasses are used very sparingly, par-
ticularly the truwmpets and the trom-
hones; and even in a band, the brasses
are employed as if' ever aware that there
are sueh instruwents as the weodwinds
(flutes, clarinets, ete.), which must also
be heard. But in jazz the brasses blare
to their Leart’s content, and for the sake
of novelty mutes are nsed; producing an
endless variety of effeets, nasal, whin-
ing, ete, all in keeping with the jazz
spirit.

However, the most distinctive instria-
went of jazz is the “moaning” saxophone.
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This instrument has a color so different
from that of other orchestrainstruments
that it ever calls attention to itself. It
may be termed a brash and rugged in-
dividnalist who refuses to merge his per-
sonality with others for the sake of har-
mony; which explaing why repeated ef-
forts to inelude it in symphony orches-
tras have heen unsuceissfnl. 13ecanse of
this, in mest jazz hands they replace the
strings and are harmonized to furnish
tlie background for tlie trwogpets, whieh
effect. can be and at times is pleasingly
and skillfully used. As a solo instrument
it also has soue wmerits,

The quest for variety in color has
brought forth “hot” and “sweet” jazz.
Hot jazz is played by a raucus aggrega-
tion of instrumentalists and is the sym-
bol of a world with the jitters which
says, ‘Let us eat, drink, and be jazzy, for
tomorrow we die.” Some men drown their
cares with drink; lot jazz lhelps others
to do i1t with noise. On the other hand,
“sweet” jazz is subtle and languorous,
the language of sentimentality, of in-
sinuation and double meaning. \When the
public got tired of one extreme, tin-pan
alley tnrned to the opposite extreme, and
today it gives out heth.

Recent variations of jazz are “swing?”,
“boogie woogie,” “jive,” the “jam ses-
sion” of the “jitterbugs”, ete. But re-
gardless of the variation, they all fall
mto the same category of lawless expres-
sion so far as the rules of musieal com-
position are concerned. As someone lias
well said, jazz is a “tripartite agreement
tof melody, harmony and rhythm] to
disagree, taking over in the one place
[music] that was to he forever free from
noise and confusion™.

Concerning the spirit of jazz, none
other than Panl Whiteman, the “king of
jazz”, wrote this indietment:

“] think it 1s* a mistake to call jazz
cheerful. The optimism of jazz is the
optimism of the pessimist who says, ‘Let
us eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow
we die.” This cleerfulness of despair is
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deep in America . . . Behind the rush
of achievement is a restlessness of is-
satisfaction, a vague nostalgia and
yearning for something indefinable, he-
yvond eur grasp, . . . that is the thing
that is expressed hy that wail, that long-
ing, that pain, beliind all the surface
clamor and rhythm and energyv of jazz
.. . It 1s tlie expression of the soul of
America.”

But, is there nothing good about tle
popular song, ragtime and jazz? Have
our jazzmen and their associates pro-
duced nothing but chaft, filth and poi-
son? It wonld hardly he fair to put it
that strong, vet, compared with the
gquantity that they produce, that which
has wmerif is so small as to be negligible.
Occasionally' there is a melody, a musi-
cal work, a popular production that
gives evidence of true beauty. Sueh a
notahle exception is (rersliwin’s “Rhayp-
sody in Plue”. Another composer who
may also be singled out is the late
Jerome Kern. some of wlose melodies
have been likened to folk musie.

Vanity in Serious Music

In justice to all it must be admitted
that there is much vanity associated
with serious music. Not all serious and
so-called “good musie” is of worth and
merit, leserving to live. ‘I'kose old hoys,
known as the “great masters”, they also
had te malke a living; and so they also
had to furnish musical compositions on
demand, even though they were without
new musical ideas at the time. And if
jazz is associated with one form of reli-
gion that incites passion and hits wide
of the mark of the purpose of music,
serious music is very muel contarninated
with another form of religion, creature
worship, and lancs wide of the mark in
other respects. Most of its devotees how
at the shrines of “great” composers,
“great” artists, hoth vocal and instru-
mental, and “great” conductors, give
them reverence and speak of them with
bated breath, at the sanie time affecting
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a disdain for the “ignorvant and un-
learned” multitade who do net join them
in their “worship”. And much of" seri-
ous music is eoniposed for the very pur-
pose of eliciting such homage. leing
written se as to exhibit the sslill of the
artist. Sueh indicates a woeful ek of
understanding ot only of the pnrpose
of musie, but atso ol the lact that no
creature is to he singlad out for praise
and elevation on a pedestal.

All of which hrings howe the fact that
with musie, as with everything else that
affects man, a proper evaluation of it
must he made. There ave pleuty of com-
positions that have the vight kind of
appeal, folk musie, light classics, seri-
ous music {when not taken too serious-
I¥), and not to overlook the Kingclem

Sereice Sony Book. The Christian is not
craving excitement, e is not hared with
lile, lie does not think that the height of
Living iy “self-expression”, lawlessness
or sellish enjoviuent; but hie knows that
the real joy and satisTaetion comes frota

knowing Jehovah trod, lezrning ahont
Him, and in doing His will. There is
much joy, delight and satisfaction in
sueh things, and if' we are bhut wise

enough to feed on them we shall find
true cm]t@ntmcnt. And such things carry
with them tiie promise of an etomltv of
hlesgings in Jehovali’s righteous new
world where mankind will enjov veal
music, while the indulgence of the hase
stuff this world has to offer ends with

death. 1s it not true? Tine will answer,
Yes.

Africans in a World Upside Down

In a world where so mueh iy upside down, the Tnareg warriors of the
Sahara enter with a few more eomplications which are perhaps best ie-
seribed by stating, with reservalions, thal the wen ave the women awml the
women are the men. Flsewhere in the Arab world, und these people are
Bergers who are under Arab domiunation, the women, until recently, wore veils, while
the men exposecd the beaunties of their own eountenances to the light of day. Yet among

the Tnaregs the women wear

no veils, hut the men wear either dark-blue ones or white

ones, leaving visible only the eyes and the lips of their noses; and this makes the men
either “black” or “white” Tuaregs, thongh the actual eolor ix a veddizh yellow. The
tall, well-built women are famous for their heanty antl theiv intelligence, and hecause,
in varions parts of the worll. it is easier to clelermine who ave the vthors thuwm the
fathers, the Tunaregs trace their fumily descent in the female line: the eommunity is
run by the women and they own all the property except the men’s clothes and weapons.

Some more contrary things have come to light regarding African nien and women,
Emperor ot Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, has decrecd that nobody may.convert a member
ot tlie Ethiopian Church to any other belief, exvept in cerfain open areas, such as
Addis Ababa, where people may believe as they wish. That sonnds as if Haile had
come down to the level of fhe Romwun Catholic Hierarehy. The Hierarchy does not
want anybody to believe anything except what they tell them, thiz to keep the slream
of “purgatory Lribery” intaet. ITaile's idea is to keep thew in check, so that thoy

won’t connive with somme future Mussolini to grab his country

it a la Vaticana.

again and ebharchity
L]

In Afriea the wages of the natives ure imnpossibly nefuir. In Ameriea, at the out-
break of the war unskilled lubor, ¢nlored, was receiving twelve-tificenths as mueh pay
as skilled laboyr, while in Sonth Africa the poor natives wete receiving only ome-seveuth
as mueh. There is nothing even temotely fair in sueh discrepancy. Instead of sending
missionaries to the natives, why uot send a few to those thai hire them?

SEPTEMBER 8, 1946
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The Watchtower School’s Seventh Class

N A wintry day in February, 1946,

the seventh class of the Watchtower
Bible School of Gilead started on its way
of five and a half months of intensive
ministerial training for foreign nussion-
ary service. Fifty-eight men and 47
women comprised the class of 105 full-
time ministers that had heen called in
for special training. T'he passing menths
saw winter erowded out by spring, and
that delightful season in turn give way
to summer. The fleeting term of joy and
hard work had sped by and now the stu-
dents stood on the threshold of July 28,
graduation day. The elapsing time had
piled up in the minds of the students
many inemories as well as mneh knowl-
edge, memories of days spent at Gilead
that will endure as a rich treasure. Once
the instructors of the seventh class were
humorously charged with committing
something like that deseribed at Revela-
tion 9:5, which reads: “And to them it
was given that they should not kill them,
but that they should be tormented five
months.””> But in earnest tone others
spoke of their school days at Gilead as
a foretaste of harmonious living in Je-
hoval’s new world,

On Sunday, July 28, hefore an audi-
ence of 1,100 friends, relatives and
guests, occurred one of the most pleas-
ant graduation exercises ever conducted
at the Watehtower School of Gilead. Let
the event be briefly told in the words of
one of the graduating students.

Now the eventful day has come. Gradua-
tivn day! Many relatives and friends have
come from all parts ot the United States and
even some from foreign lands to witness the
graduation of the seventh class of (rilead. Thhe
day dawned with & clear sky and )reparations
were made to hold the exercises outside. At
9:80 am. the sun beamed down on the as-
sembled body in front of the main building.
After a song and a few opening words by
President Knorr of the Watchtower Society,
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the Society’s Branch servant from England,
A. P. Hughes, spoke to us with heart-warming
words of encouragement to continue steadfast
in Jehovah’s service. Then the Farm seivant,
J. C. Booth, and the four school instructors,
each in turn, gave us sincere admonition to
push ahead with greater zeal in the work of
helping the nations to be glad with Jehovah’s
people.

For the next hour the Watchtower School
president, N. H. Knorr, addressed the as-
sembled students and fiiends on the subject
*Whose Witnesses Are Yon?’ Iu this dis-
course we were enabled to first look at the
religious viewpoint of being a witness of
Christ Jesus, and theu to look at the Theo-
cratic viewpoint of heing a wituess of Jeho-
vah. By logical reasoning on many scriptures
pertaining thereto, we were able to see clearly
that we should tollow the example set before
us by Christ Jesus and be witnesses for Jeho-
vah.

The speaker then addressed the students
impromptu for a few minutes, explaining the
worls that is ahead. Me pointed out that a
diploma did not alter one’s position in the
Lord’s sight. Tt was what each one had in his
heart. that counted. 'I'hose students who had
reache«] a certain standarct set by the sehool
were then presented diplomas, together with
a class pieture and their report cards. Also
the Lord provided a gracious gitt to aid the
students to get to their next assignment.

For ell these things we give thanks, and it
was aptly expressed in a resolution presented
by one of the graduating students. This reso-
lution set forth our determination to continue
faithful in whatsoever territory we are sent.
It was seconded and 1manimously adopted.

Of the 103 sstudents who graduated, 93
did so with sulficient merit to receive a
diploma. But by the Lord’s grace all of
the 103 graduates ol the seventh class
will conduct themmselves meritoriously in
their assigned fields for gospel-preach-
ing. The picture of this class appears on
the facing page.
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FOR many vears

the onion was con-

sidered a social out-

cast of the vege-

table kingdom, and was ridieuled as a
food for commoners. Today it is respect-
ed and honored in the fashionable cireles
of high society as the most savory of
vegetables. No lenger considered a vags-
bond, chefs and cooks recognize the en-
ion as a “blue blood” among vegetables.
Having a regal lineage, the onion’s
antiquity dates back to the dawn of his-
tory. In aneient India, China and Japan
the onion was highly esteemed, but A.
de Candolle regards it as a native of
Western Asia. At any rate it is definitely
known to be among the earliest culti-
vated plants and was represented on the
Egyptian monuments. One inseription

found the Great P’yramid of Egypt
tells of talents’ being expended for

onions, radishes and garlie for the labor-
ers, And in man’s oldest history hook, the
Bible, we find eniens mentioned hy Mo-
ses more than 1500 yvears before Christ.
Tlie onion dynasty, lying hetween the
two hotanical houndaries leeks and
lie, has many ranks of nobility. is
the “potato” or “multiplier” variety,
which has two or mwore “cores” or
“hearts™, each of which is able to send
up leaves. If separated, each “heart” will
produce a new compound bulb. Then
there is the “top” or “tree” variety,
which is peculiar in that it develops not
only flowers hut also hulblets at the top
of the flower-stem. In America are the
strong red onion, the milder yellow
onion, and the white variety, which is
the mildest of all. However, the Ameri-
can varieties are all stronger than either
Bermuda or Spanish onions.
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It is not surprising to find that the
onion, like other aristoerats, has many
enemies. There is a parasitic disease
that will sometimes sneak up and spread
over an entire field of onions, and it is
not easily controlled. Several species
of cutworms, which seem to know and
lilke their onions, are best “cured” by
special poisoned baits. Then there is
the onion thrips, a tiny sucking insect
that deliglits to punecture onion leaves,
causing them to turn vellow. The little
tellows seem to lilie best the climate in
Bermuda; and so the farmers down there
fix them up a tonie of emulsified kero-
sene, which gives the thrips eternal rest.

Probhahly the most troublesome of all
is the onion maggot, which hatehes out of
a certain flv’s egg that is laid close to the
voung onions in the early spring. Upon
hatching the maggot goes for the onion
bulh like a moth for a light bulb, hut,
heing more successiunl, be burrows into
the bhulh and soon snuffs out its life.

The onion’s toes are not limited to
the lower forms of life, but even among
mankind there are those who despise the
onion bhecause of his forwardness in
thrusting his odoriferous personality
(his “B.0.”) upon others about him,
Nevertheless, wlen this overbearing ego
of the onton is suppressed in a soup or
stew, then foes hecome friends.

Those that belong to the >
‘Society of Onion Friends tell of the
glories of this vegetable. They say that
it is a good purgative and will cure many
athnents; that it “is rich in caleiun, irvon,
phosphorus, potassium, sodium, sulphur,
magnesiunni, ehlorine, silicon and iodine”.
Chemical analysis shows that it is 8§7.6
percent water. .

The onion’s greatest friends, however,
are the enlinary artists of the kitelen.
From the lips of chefs and cooks the
onion’s praises are sung the loudest. In
soups and salads, in sauces and stews,
this distinguished vegetable is heav ly
relied npon as a eondiment of exquisite
flavor. Long live the kingly onion!

AWAKE!



Mysterious Movements

of the Eel

EN THOUSAND vears or more he-

fore the first man walked npon this
earth God created the lowly eels. He set
them in their order and gave them fixed
laws to govern their kind, So marvelous
are those laws that even today, after
years of diligent scientific research, man
is unable to explain how they operate.
Man’s accunilated data omnly demon-
strate how fearfully and wonderfully
even eels are made.

This autumn yvou may, perchance, ob-
serve some of these nysterious move-
nients of tle eel. In the stream or pond
near vour home yon may notice an eel
that has exchanged its green-
ish-brown dress for a silvery white coat.
Take a good look at that eel, hecause only
once in its lifetime does an eel thus
change. It is an indieation that shortly
it will depart, never to return again.

Those who have studied the habits of
these creatures which are teclmically
called fish will tell you that this silver-
colored eel is a female that has decided
that she is old enough to have a mate,
being somewhere between 12 and 20
years of age. But those who explain this
to you will not Le able to tell what causes
this sudden change. That 1s one of the
mysteries. .

There are no male compaunions in the
vicinity, none in any of tlie {resh-water
streans or ponds, hut this cloes not dis-
courage these lady eels. Clothed in their
glistening wedding gowns they set sail
for the sea of mnatrimony, which in this
case is a litoral sea, the Nargusso sea.
Nor does the fact that this sea is {hou-
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sands ef miles away deter them from
nudertaking the trip. Kven if the little
pond they live in is tandlocked they will
get there just the same, How they know
enough to {ill their gill ehainbers with a
twenty-four-honr supply of water and
set out to travel overland by night in
search of a stream is another mystery.
But they will, il necessary, for some-
how they know that all streams are sup-
posed to eventually flow into the ocean.
Semehow they know that in those salty
waters they will find their mate that has
never tasted fresh water, but has pa-
tiently waited many years for them to
cone down. Onee they reach the ocean
no one knows hy what remaricable means
these two newlyweds set their compass
so as to reach the Sargasso sea, whieh
lies south of the Bermuda islands, off
the Atlantic coast of North America.
That is another great and iwmsolved
mystery.

Dr. Johannes Seinsidt, a Danish scien-
tist, who spent a good deal of his life
stadying the habits of eels, finally fig-
ured out their life ecvele. It was he that
discovered that the millions of silver-
colored eels thut annually go down the
streams of' continental Lurope, as well
us the streams along the ecast coast of
North America, lind their mates i the
braekish coastal waters. Of course, there
are large numbers that never reach the
ocean, due to the fishermen’s eel traps
and nets that are set to intercept their
voyage. Some 3,000,000 pounds of eel,
vatued at $250,000, are annually taken
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out of the streams from Maine to
Florida.

After more years of stncly Dr. Schmidt
found that the honeymoon resort of all
these eels, of Europe and America, was
in the deep, not too chilly waters lying
between Bermuda and the West Indies.
There on the ocean’s floor hunclreds of
feet beneath the surface of the water a
mother eel lays between 5,000,000 and
10,000,000 eggs. A hen would have heart
failure to even think of it. An unfathom-
able mystery lies in the.hottom of that
Sargasso sea, for, though it is known
that this is where they spawn, yet dur-
ing all the years of search investigators
have never been ahle to {ind a single
mother or father eel in those waters,
dead or alive.

After an unknown period of incuba-
tion these eggs hateh out into tiny, leaf-
lilze, transparent larvae, whieh reach a
length of approximately two inches by
the end of the first year. They fced on
microscopic organisims. Gradually these
larvae wiggle themselves toward shore,
so that by the time they are ready to
undergo their change from the flat, leat-
like larvae stage into the long, pipe-like
eel shape, they are in the tidal waters
and coastal estnaries into which the
fresh-water streams flow. Elvers is
what they are called after their change.

The European eels are related to the
American type, yet they are a separate
and distinet species. The eels from that
continent have more backbone than the
American variety. They average from
111 to 11S vertebrae; American eels, only
104 to 110. Though these tweo distinet
species breed in the same general local-
ity, they never eross. Another difference
between the ISuropean and American
eels is the fact that it takes the Euro-
pean eels three years to change into
elvers, whereas the fast American eels
take only one year.

Now the greatest mystery of the eel’s
whole life cyele is found in this larvae
stage. It is observed that the European
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and American larvae overlap each other
in the Sargasso sea, and in their early
life they live together in the same wa-
ters. But what instinet makes the uro-
pean larvae travel toward Europe and
the American species in the opposite
lirection is something that cannot be
explained. If the American larvae set
out for a European tour they would
change into elvers in mid-ocean, and -
that would be suicide. Behold, then, the
infinite wisdom and majesty of the Crea-
tor even in these small details!

It is amazing, too, to observe that
when these larvae reach the coastal wa-
ters and turn into elvers at the end of
their {irst or third year, as the case may
be, the males proceed no farther than
the coastline, but remain in the briny
water to play among themselves as they
grow to maturity. But the females start
up the fresh-water streams to find new
hemes in the mud and under the rocks
in the lakes and ponds and rivers where
their mothers once lived. Some people
even claim that daughter eels return to
the very spot where their mothers lived,
there to begin eating where she left off
two to four years before. But who teach-
es them to go aronnd the dams or over
momitains to reach an upper lake, say,
in the Swiss Alps? That is one of the
wany secrets of God.,

If, now, this fall you would catch a
silvery eel and restrain it in captivity
until its urge for matiimony is past it
would turn back inte its common, un-
attractive greenish-brown color. Becom-
ing sterile it would lose all desire to re-
turn to the sea of its nativity and would
be content to remain in its fresh-water
heme until it grew large and sleek and
fat and of a ripe old age. Such is the
life of the fresh-water eel.

Besides these species of eels there are
many others that inhabit the unknown
regions of the seven seas. There are at
least seventeen families, which are di-
vided and subdivided into hundreds of
species, each having a distint individual-
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ity, each having mysterious movements
of its own. Some that inhabit the coral
reefs of the tropics are no larger than
a thread. The Conger eel found off the
coast of New England is from four to
eight feet long and weighs from 50 to
100 pounds.

Then, there is the famous electric
ee! found in the jungle rivers of Brazil.
The phenomenon of this eel is most
mysterious and shocking. It has twe
pairs .of storage hatteries beneath its
skin that contain about 240 cells capable
of generating high-voltage curreuts sui-
ficient to kill large-size animals, even
knocking down a man. Records have

shown that one of these mysterious
powerhouses no longer than eight inches
can cischarge 110 volts, and & three-foot
electric eel can discharge 500 volts.
Little is known as te hew this current
is generated or discharged. It has a
secret patent all its own.

It 1s little wonder that people in the
olden days, knowing nothing of the
mysterious movements of the eels,
thought they originated from soaking
herselair in water. Even today an un-
derstanding of what governs the migra-
tory habits of these creatures cannot he
grasped, hut is itself “as slippery as an
eel”,

O
Did the Ancients Use Electricity?

THE archeologists were puzzled, some
ten years ago, when Wilhelm Konig
of the Iraq Museum dug up a queer ves-
sel in the ruins of IKhujut Rabu’a, south-
east of Bagdad. Made of pettery, the jar
was about six inches high and contained
a copper’ cylinder, closed at the hottom,
on the inside of whiech was an iron rod.
Asphalt around the top showed that the
iron and copper were insulated from
each other. Thereafter, in the excava-
tions at Tel’Omar four jars, three of
which had similar eylinders, were dis-
covered. Later twelve more were un-
earthed in the same place, aud in an-
other place still others were feund.
During the years hefore World War I
German seientists had come to the con-
clusion that these jars were an ancient
type of galvanic battery similar to that
devised by the Italian physicist Voita,
a century and a half ago. The Technol-
ogy Rewview made these observations:
Though the matter must remain pure specu-
Yation, the circumstantial evidence is rather
complete. Dr. Konig was autherity for the
statement that there still exists in modern
Bagdad a primitive art of electroplating wi'th
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zine, the origin of whieh is obscure. Numer-
ous examples of ancient Parthian bowls and
vases of copper, plated with gold and siiver,
are also to be found. No one has ever bhefore
discovered how the plating 'was done. Since
one metal can most easily be deposited upon
another, especially a dissimilar one, by elec-
trie eurrent, it is a fair assumption that the
ancients not only knew of electricity but un-
derstood how to malke it and use it. The ques-
tion ef a suitable electrolyte would not have
been difficult. Both acids and alkalis were
probably then known.

After Willard F. M. Gray, of General
lilectric, heard ahout thiese discoveries
and their possible use as hatteries, he de-
cided to build an exaect replica and see if
it would work. He used an electrolytic
solution of copper sulphate and found
that the cell worked perfectiy.

As a consequence it will he necessary
for the encyclopedias to revise their dis-
cussion of electricity, wherein they claim
that the physician te (Jueen Elizabeth,
William Gilbert of the sixteenth century,
is deserving of “the titie of founder of
the electrical science”. The ancients also
were smart enough to use electrieity.
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Martin Luther on the Soul Question

THE large majority of Americans,
whether they attend church on Sun-
day or not, are Protestantsgbut great
nwmnbers of them have forgotten the
most important of the doctrinies that
Luther discavered when lie turned to an
honest study of the Bible! It is the doc-
trine that the soul is not inherently im-
mortal and will attain everiasting life
only on conclition of faith, and the obe-
dience which is of faith, The idea that
the sonl, whieh is man hinself, is im-
mortal and cannot die, regardless of
whether one is good or bad, is a lieathen
conception entirely foreign to the Serip-
tures, and was introduced into the
“Christian religion” some hundreds of
vears after the death of the apostles.
Luther guickly realized the truth on this
subject and so wrote:

The dead are insensible. They lie, not
reckoning days or years, but-when awakened
will seem to have slept searcely a moment.

They [the dcad] lic in a profound rest and
sleep, to the day of judgment, not lmowing
where they are. . . .

All that is said eoneerning the immortality
of the soul is nothing but an invention of
antichrist to make his pot boil . . .

I permit the pope to make articles of faith
for himself and his faithiul, such as . . . the
soul is the substantial form of the human
hody, the pope is the emperor of the world
and king of heaven and God upon earth, the
soul is immortal. with all those monstrous
opinions to be feund in the Roman dung-
T

Blackbwim, writing concerning Lu-
ther’s stand in this matter, said plainly:

Luther espoused the doetrine of the sleep
of the soul upon a Seriptural foundation;
aud then he made use of it as a confutation
of purgatory aud saint-worship, and centin-
ued in that belief to the last moment of his
life. Luther was clearly and indisputably on
the side of those who maintain the sleep of
the soul.
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Cardinal Bue Perren says:

Luther denied the immortality of the soul,
whence he drew an argument against praying
to saints, showing that the saints hcar not
our prayers . . . Luther reckons this among
the impieties of the Roman Chureh, that she
helieves in the immortality of the soul.

Luther came to this conclusion on an
incontrovertible basis, that of the Bible
itself, which says, clearly:

The living know that they shall die: dut
the dead know not any thing— BEcelesiastes
9:5,

In death there is no remembrance of thee:
in the grave who shall give thee thanks?
—Psalm 6:5.

The soul that sinneth, it shall die.—Eze-
kicl 18: 4, 20.

What man is he that liveth, and shall not
see death? shall he deliver his soul from the
hand of the grave?—Psalm 89: 48.

The dead praise not the Logp, neither any
that go down into silence.—Psaln 115:17.

There is no work, nor device, nor knowl-
edge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest.—Eecl. 9: 10.

Then there are the numerous texts
which speak of tlie dead as asleep, which
show that Luther was right in this mat-
ter, and the Papacy quite wrong. ‘To cite
only a few:

Wavid slept with his fathers, and was
buried in the city of David.—1 Ilings 2: 10.

And Solomon slept with his fathers, and
was buried . . . —1 Kings 11:43.

He saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus
sleepeth.—John 11: 11.

When [Stephen] had said this, he fell
asleep.—Aets 7:60.

Them also that are fallen asleep through
Jesus will God bring with him.—1 Thessa-
lonlans 4:14, A Stan. Ver., margin.

And so throughout the Seriptures, the
dead are shown to he asleep, awaiting
the resurreetion in God’s due time. And
Luther knew it.

AWAKE!



Enemy Defeats by God’s Spirit

THE spirit is the invisible energy

which Jehovah God sends forth to
accomplish His will and His work by
means of various earthly creatures upon
which this spirit operates. Living crea-
tures have a life-force in them, bhut this
life-force, which also flows from God, is
different from the aforesaid active force.
or invisible spirit which operates upon
creatures in addition to their life-force.
This fact is manifest in the instance
where the money-loving prophet Balaam
was riding forth to pronounce a curse
upon Jehoval's echosen people. Suddenly
he had trouble with his riding mount. It
was due to the ass’s eyes being miracu-
lously open to behold “the angel of the
Lorp standing in the way, and his sword
drawn in-his hand”.

Balaam beat the poor animal. Finally,
being unable to turn out of the angel's
way, the ass “fell down under Balaam:
and Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he
smote the ass with a staff. And the Lorp
opened the mouth of the ass, and she
said unto Balaam, \Vhat have I done un-
to thee, that thnu hast smitten me these
three times$” To Balaam’s reply, the ass
said: “Am not T thine ass, upon which
thou hast ridden ever since I was thine
unto this day? was I ever wont to do so
unto thee?” When Balaam answered No,
then the Lord opened Balaau’s eyes
to see what the ass saw. (Nwnbers
22:22-33) The spirit of invisible force
of God was that which came upon this
ass and caused it to do the miraculous,
to speak and reason with Balaam. This
was different and distinet from the life-
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force or the spirit of all flesh which re-
mained in the dumb animal after the
power of speech by God’s spirit left it.

Shortly afterward Balaam’s prophecy
was an example of where God's spirit
irresistibly prevailed over what &n un-
faithful prophet wanted to say against
Gods people and turned an intended
curse into a hlessing. Although he was
bribed to make a try at cursing Jeho-
val's natien of Israel, and ., he
hired himself out to the heathen king
Balak for that puipose, nevertheless
Balaam warned this king, saying: “Lo,
I ain come unto thee: have I now any
power at all to say any thing? the word
that God putteth in my mouth, that shall
I speak” “And Balaam lifted up his
eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his
tents according to their tribes; and the
spirit of God came wpon him. And he
took up his parable,” and delivered it in
King Balali’s hearing.—Numbers, chap-
ters 22-24: Nehemiah 13: 2,

Anunother case of where the spirit of
inspiration came upon the enemies of
God’s favored people in order to defeat
the purpose of the wicked is that of King
Saul. Wlen the whereabouts of the out-
lawed David were reported to Saul he
sent three successive bands of messen-
gers to capture David, the giant-killer.
But in the case of each band, when they
came and ‘“saw the company of the
propliets prophesying, and Samuel
standing as appointed over the
spirit of God was upon the
of Saul, and they also prophesied.”

King Saul went himself. *And he went
thither to Naioth in Ramah: and the
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spirit of God was upen him also, and he
went on, and prophesied, until he came
to Naioth in Ramah. And he stripped
off his clothes also, and prophesied be-
fore Samuel in like manner, and lay
down naked all that day and all that
night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also
among the prophets¥—1 Samuel
19:18-24.

The reason wly that came about was
this: When Jehovah God rejected King
Saul for his stubborn disobedience, a
man after God’s ewn heart was sought
for. That man proved to he the shepherd
David, and God sent the prophet Samuel
to give David the sign of his commission
from God to be the future king. “Then
Sauinel took the horn of oit, and anointed
him in the midst of his bhrethren: and
the spirit of the Lorn came upon David
from that day ferward.” Simultaneously,
“the spirit of the Lorn departed from
Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lorp
troubled him.” (1 Samuel 16:13,14)
Certainly the removal of God's spirit
from Saul left only room for a contrary
spirit to control him. God sent an evil
spirit upon Saul indirectly, in that he
gave him no encouragement and His
dealings with the anointed David stirred
up in Saul the spirit of jealousy, hitter-
ness, despondency, and fear for his
kingship and royal line. Hence God was
not responsible for Saul's wicked at-
tempts to kill David. As for David he
was a changed man from the day of the
coming of God’s spirit upon him after
his anointing. (1 Samuel 10: 1, 6) It was
with that divine spirit upon him that he
went out single-handed to take up the
giant Goliath’s challenge and defiance of
Jehovah. It was by the spirit of Jehovah
God that David succeeded in making
the lnmbering giant bite the dust. “The
battle is Jehovah’s,” David shouted out,
as he moved into combat with Goliath.
—1 Samue} 17: 40-54,

There were other manifestations even
earlier than this of where Almighty
God’s spirit or active force worked for
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the enemy's defeat. At the close of seven
years’ oppression by the heathen Midi-
anites and their allies, Jehovah God
raised up a man of faith and devotion,
named Gideon, to act as judge and de-
liverer of his nation of Israel. The ree-
ord is that God's spirit fairly clothed
him or enveloped hin to move him into
action against the enemy. “The spirit of
the Lorm came upon [clothed] Ciideon,
and he blew a tiumpet; and Abiezer [the
house of Gideon’s father] was gathered
after him.” The utter rout of the Midian.
ite invaders resulted closely after that.
(Judges 6:34, margin) A like expres-
sion is used concer ning the fighter A mas-
al, who led a faithful hand to the hide-
out of David in the wilderness. When
David asked if they came peaceabhly,
“then the spirit came upon (dothed]
Amasai, who was chief of the captains,
and he said, Thine are we, David, and
on thy side, thou son of .Jesse: peace,
peace he unto thee, and peace he to thine
helpers; for thy helpeth thee.”
{1 Chronicles 12:18) like clothing
ot envelopment of a person with God’s
spirit is recorded concerning Zechariah
the priest, at 2 Chronieles 24: 20, mar-
ginal reading.

Jehoval’s spirit of inspiration was
upon fuithful prophets of old to sound
warning to those whe became God’s ene-
mies by breaking their covenant with
him. As to this Nehemiah said: “Yet
many years didst thou forbear them, and
testifiedst against them by thy spirit in
thy prophets: yet would they not give
ear: therefore gavest thou them into the
hand of the people of the lands.” (Nehe-
miah 9: 30) Of this same fact Zechariah
says: “Yea, they made their hearts as an
adamant stone, lest they shouid hear the
law, and the words which the Lorp of
hosts hath sent in his spirit by the for-
mer prophets: therefore came a great
wrath from the Lorp of hosts.” (Zecha-
riah 7:12) The spirit of inspiration
came upou Daniel to interpret the dream
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of Babylon’s emperor, Nebuchadnezzar,
and also the handwriting on the wall of
Nebuchadnezzar's grandson Belshazzar’s
palace. Hence those heathen monarchs
spoke of Daniel as one “in whom is the

spirit of the holy gods”. (Daniel 4:8, 9,

18; 5:11,12, 14) Today the handwriting
has appeared upon the wall of antityp-

ical .. Balylon, . particularly . religiouns
Christendom, and God's spirit has en-
abled His witnesses on earth to interpret
and to publish its message of doom to
Christendom and to all of Satan’s wick-
ed world. The enemy will yet be made to
recognize that Jehovah’s spirit has been
upon His witnesses.

A RO = — ]

Bromides Are Killers

- SOME time ago the Federal
Yo & Trade Commission made an
Pewrt’) investigation of “over the
RIS counter” medicines contain-
ing bromides. "T'hese in¢luded sueh prod-
nets as Bromo-Seltzer, Capudine, Stan-
back, and headache powders sueh as
“B.C.”, as well as nestrums that are
widely sold for the cure of nervous pains
and “hangovers”. The government’s pur-
pose was to force manufacturers and ad-
vertisers to properly warn the unsus-
pecting public of the daugers and habit-
forming properties of these products.
Many medical authorities and special-
ists were called in to testify before the
commission, but the public press said
very little if anything about the matter,
And little wonder, since newspapers and
magazines receive a large revenue from
the manufacturers of these products.
However, the In#ustrial Leacler of
Winston-Salem, N.C., published some of
the very enlightening information
brought out at this F'TC hearing.
Ixcessive use of bromides will cause
what is known as “bromide intoxication”,
producing severe mental derangement.
Mental symptoms of this are sluggish-
ness to think, inability to concentrate,
failure of memory, irritability and de-
pression. Physical symptoms are skin
rash, staggering and trembling, and a
slurring of the speech. Most bromides
also contain acetanilid, another habit-
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forrner, which if used in excessive
amonnts will break down the blood and
restilt in anemia. 1f its use is carried far
enough heart failure results.

Dr. Max Levin, a psychiatrist and au-
thority on the subject who had had a
distingnished eareer in medical colleges
and hospitals for the insane, testified be-
fore the commission. At the time he was
serving as a major in the Army Medical
Cotps, and as a typical example of the
hahit-forming effects of bromide addic-
tion, he cited the following:

A woman lakes a hromide to relieve insom-
nia, nervousness or anxiety. She notices a
ceriain relief. She does not know it i3 poison.
She goes ahead and takes more and more
bromides.

Too mueh bromide makes her more irri-
tahle—unable to concentrate. She takes more
bromide to relieve these symptoms, and so on
in a “vicious eycle”.

Bromide produces an intoxication which,
in tun, misleads the vietim into taking more
bromide.

There are tliousands of victims in the
insane asylhuus as a divect result of mis-
using bremides. Dr. John T. Cuttino,
after testing 1,947 mental patients, found
that 6.6 percent of the men had used
bromides excessively; while the figure
for women was more than twice as many,
a staggering 14 percent. The average for-
the 1,900 cases ran around 10 percent.
Insanity brought on by the extended use
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of bromides is similar to that produced
by the excessive use of aleohol, sleeping
tablets of the “barbital” type, and vari-
ous narcotics derived from opium.

Now, then, what was the outcome of
this revealing investigation? Although
the Federal Trade Commission was fully
convineed of the death-cansing power of
these products, yet it was helpless to put
an end to the evil practices. Neither the
F'TC nor any otlier government agent
can stop the sale of these dangerous
compounds, nor are they able to force
the manufacturers to put adequate warn-
ings on the labels for the protection of
the public.

Summing up its article, the Industrial
Leader explains how ruathless and vi-
cious commercialism of this old world is
and what little regard they have for the
lives and health of the people.

The bromide husiness is big business, run-
ning into many millions of dellars a year, and

the F.T.C. has a hard fight. on its hands. The

Here's the proof! [t’s found in

manufacturers apparently do not eare how
many people are crippled, driven imsane or
killed by their preduets, as long as the profits
roll in.

Daily newspapers are sa)ing nothing about
these hearings. The hromide manufactnrers
are big advertisers.

Therefore, educate the people. Re-
place the oratory of smooth-tongued ra-
dio announcers who advocate in honeyed
words the taking of hromide “at the first
sign of a headache” with some tough,
straight-forward talk ahout the bhitter
facts of bromides. 'The results will he
that the sale of such products will go
down. And with their going down will
also go down the nnruber of those com-
mitted to insane asylums.

As it is now. the only warning given
1s, *Cauntion—Use only as directed. If
pains persist see your doctor.” Better
would it be if they said, “If pains per-
sist see your undertaker.”

What: proof? The proof that people from all nations and classes ean dwell
together in unify and gladness. It is the report on the {7lad Nations Theoeratic
Assembly held in Cleveland, August 1946. THE MESSENGER brings this
8-day assembly of Christian people direct to you.

Read reports of the outstanding sessions. See pictures of a cafeteria feed-
ing thousands, of (Cleveland’s mammoth stadium flled for the sessions, of a
continent-wide delegation of autos lined up at trailer eamps, of a world-wide
representation of people on Cleveland’s sidewalks. This proef has been captured

m print and pietmre for you.

The 48-page tabloid-size newspaper repert, THE MESSENGER, will be
mailed anywhere in the wortd on a eontribution of 2ie.
Be sure to place your order hefore October 1, 1946,

WATCHTOWER

117 Adams St.

Brooklyn 1, N.Y.

Please send we oue copy of {he Messenger, for which I enclose a coutribution of 23¢

Street

Pestal Unit Ne. ...... State =
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Jehovah’s witnesses’ Assembly
@® Though not of the world,
Jehoval's wltnesses are in the
world, and their periodic ba-
tlonal anfd iuternational assem-
blles are events that attract
much attentlon. The Glad Na-
tions Theecratic Assembly of Je-
hovaly's witnes.segs at Cleveland,
@hjo, at the Mnuicipal Stasliuto,
Augnst 4-11, was ene of such
events. Present nt this conven-
tioo were witnesses troru all over
the world, includlng many that
hud heen in concenitrat wn camps
and prisons for their fit'm stand
for treeclom of wvotrship. The at-
tendance increased from ahout
30,000 preseut the flrst dey to
more than S0,008 on the last Qay.
Sessions were devoterl to <on-
sideratlon & world events and
Scriptural subjects of present-
Qay significance and ipertance.
Cleveland's bopulation was
served by the conventloners” cnll-
ing npou them =zt their homes
with Bilile-study helps an¢l fvi-
tation to the public lecture by
President N. 1. TKuoirr on the
subject "The L’viuce of Peace”,
delivered nn the last lay of the
assembly.

Peace Conference Opens

@ After the protracted deliber-
ations of the Big Four nations'
representative$ in the Ioreign
Ministers’ Councils, (e st
peace couference of World
War 1T convened oo July 29, at
Paris. The Awslralinn represent-
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ative made it known Ihat the
conference would not consent tn
Being n rubber stamp to Big
Fonr decisions. He insisted that
full democraric: methods he userL
There are expecled (0 be many
committees, The 1919 PParis pjeace
vonlerence developerl no less than
538 such ¢nunuittees Lo handle de-
tails. The maln task before the
present confereuce is to make
decisions with respect tn the
peace (reaties with the flve so-
called “sateliite” tinztlons of Fin-
Inndd, Hungary, Rumania, Yugo-
slavia aod Italy. Acrien on Ger-
muny anfd Austria will be de-
ferred for cobpsideratlon by the
Big Four later in the year. The
conferen«ts while it zives the
smaller uatlous a <chance to be
heard, wiil only be advlsory.

World Church Parley

@ An Tnternational Confereoce
of Churelr Leaders convened at
Cambriflge, 12nglaod, August 47,
under the sponsorship of the
World Cotcell of Churrehes. The
United Htates was reresented
hy twelve prominent churchunien.
Only #Protestint ané FEastern
Qrthodox churches participated.
The objecy of 1he conference was
tu rwalie the influence of khe pur-
ticipatiug rellglous organizations
felt in world afalrs, 4 state-
ment that neither He wnor His
followers were of the world
seems ogof to hnye been e¢on-

sidered. One of the delegates,
Prof. G. Huarkness, o{ North-

western Unlversity, Evansville,
ill., compared the jtosition of the
chinches to that of 1 clergyman
caught in u Ere. Something must
be done swiftly, Dr. [rederick
Nolde, of Philadelphia, said:
“Effectlve work i the politieil
field demunds Lhe use of more
tfhan pious phrases.” Co-opera-
tlou wlith the Roman Cathelic
sect was discussed, but no ae-
tion taken. A conmissiou was set
up to *mmke the voniee of the
Proiestant an<l Eustern Orthodox
shurehes heard io invernational
political and ecomoniic «uestions".

Palestine Or'sis

& DPalestine trouhles camwe to a
head in tiie blasting of the King
David Hotel in .Jerusalem. The
hotel contalned the hreadquarters
of the British army In P:lestine
as well as the wofiices of the
sevretnrint of the Palestlne gov-
ernment. The entlre west wiug
was wrtrecked, and more than
Dinety petrsons were killedd, T'he
cagualfies locluded high British
officials and a nwnber of Jews
aod Arabs. Zionist terrorist gangs
were luuted in tlie most ex-
haustive search the British have
everr instituted. Tel Aviv was
placed toder a twenty-two-lhour
corfew, nllowing householders
ooly (wo hours to get provisions
and return to their lomes. A
commonigue stotes that <466 per-
suns have heen taken in for fur-
thei* questioning. The British
governiuent is determined to Au¢l
the c¢rimlnals untl to wipe out
the terrorist gangs.

T'el Aviv's great synagogne
was found tn have arms stored
in ils hasement, as weil as coun-
terfeiting equipment and forged
Palestive govermwent  Londds,
whose par valtie totaled almost
a mifliou dollars. A second eache
of arms was tonnd in a school
lunintained by the very orthodox
Alizrachi organization. Privite
Louies wepe found to contain 186
wnoaden hox niines anc 378 hombhs
and grenades of various kind.
Anotherr place yielded a&luost
300,000 rountls of ammubition,
also grenadles,

A *“governmcnt fortress” hns
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been consirncted in .Jertisalem
by bartricading opearly half of
the city with barbecd wire. Haifa
was the scenme of ddlsorders he-
cause of the detention and fie-
portation of unauthorized Jewish
immigrants. Many of these are
heing talken to Cyprus.
Meantime Egyvt, which fs niso
interested in the Palestine sita-
ntion, joined with Irag In plac-
ing the question before the Unit-
ed Nations .Assenbly, which will
meet In New York September 23.
These two governments are un-
derstood to he acting also oo he-
half of the five other Arab states,
Syria, Traps-JTordan, Sandl Ara-
bla, Lehanon and the Yemen.
They hold that the exlutlng slt-
nation in Palestine dlserimiosates
against 1he Anrabs, conbrary to
the United Natlons eliarter.
want a regime that will en
immigration vestricrions,

An Anglo-American coohnittee
has subwiitted n report on the
question recomniending u feder-
allst constitution for [alestlne,
dividing it into Arab, JJewish and
central Government distriets,

Avabe Appea) to Pope

@ 0o August 8 a delegation of
Palestine Arabs catled oo the
pope to ask for his Intereession
in the Palestine sltantion. The
pope a8id he was above all par-
tiality. (Perhaps that explains
why Roman Cathoiics can fight
on both gides of auy war (hat
comes nlone.) Fle delivered him-
self of some piatitudluous exhor-
tatlons, exlorting the violent
Jews rnd Arahs to uavold yiolence,
He also stated that “we also de-
plored repeatedly in the past the
persecutlons that tanatle aotl-
Semitiisin itnleashed agalnst the
Hebrew people”. (Yet it always
has a Romnn Catholle snirce!)
Ustiliy the pope's spesches ap-
pear fu the Vatican P’Osserteatnre
Remano {immedittely, bnt for
some reason the sbeech on T*al-
estine wnus not Duhlished until
nearly two weeks Jater,

Pope Intercedes for Nazi
@ Arthur Greiser, former Nazi
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Gauleiter of IPosen, was con-
demmued to die for sending hun-
Ireds of thous:nds of persons to
their death. He appealed to the
pepe to intercede for him, in the
hope that be might escape execu-
tion. The pope did so, ¢lniming,
however, that Greiser had been
an arch foe of the cburch: and
that the pope was following the
example of Jesus, who Dpra¥ed
for His enemfes, “Father, for-
give them, for they kmow mnot
what they 10." There is no record
that Jesus' eneruies asked Him
to piray for them. The pope's ap-
plication of the sporions woryis
is too limited as well ag too os-
tentatiouns.

Bishop Resents Nazi Hunt

@® Bishop Theophil Wurm, of
the Evapgelicul Chnrch of Ger-
many, ol jected to the nse of de-
nazifiration laws against clergy-
wen who had bveen involved in
the Nazt movement. Fle sald that
It was wereiy a politicai mistake
on their part. He siated that he
himself thought the Nazi party
might promote a religious re-
vival. 1 see no reason."” he re-
marked, “why Christianlty
shoulil not play a role in form-
ing pnlitical parties. Indeei, such
a party 18 at hand. Its 6rst word
beging with ‘C.” He referred to
the Christian Democratic Union,
which is mainiy Catholic.

Yngesiavin Denies
Murdering Priesis

@® A veport coming from Italy
on July 23 charged that Mai-
shal Tito's goveroment in Yugo-
slavia had emwarked on a pro-
gram of assassinating priests aad
nuus, 230 priests having been
put to death over a period of
two yvears, many of them with-
ont a trial. Eleven nons were
also sald {o have been shot. The
pringtd and nuns were charged
with having co-operated with
fasclsts. ‘he reporf alse says
that the reprinting of catechism
books is forhidden and that the
crucifix las disappeared from
the walis of schoolrooms.

Al) these reports were em-

phatically denled hy the Yugo-
slav reglme, which claimed that
some Priests had heen war crim-
inals anad were exccuted for that
reagon. Many of the (Jatholic
priests fought on the side of
those who opposed the govern-
ment and were killed in hattle.
It was asserted, too, that at a
conCentration camp under the
sopervisfon of a Catholic priest
named Ivan Majstorovitch, 800.-
000 persons were killed. The
priest was execoted as a war
criminal, A spokesman for the
Yugoslarv Iuformution dlinistry
sald: "Nelther this, nor any oth-
er cases of corlnianls being
brongbt to jnstlce, caa he twisted
into stories of religious perse-
cution."

Mikhallovitch Executed

@ July 17 witoesse! the execu- |
tion of Gen, Drajn Mikhailovitch
of Yugoslavin. Ifo 1941 he or-
ganlzed the fQrst Yugoslav re-
slstunce to the (selinan invaders,
when, in April of tbat venr, he
flec] to the miountuins wllh his
band of guerrillas to harass the
Germans. In 1943 the XNational
Liberatlon Movenent developed
in Yugosiavia uuder tbe com-
mund of Marshal Tite: and the
British, who had been backing
Mikhaflovitch, switched thejr
support to Tito. Mikhallovitch
would not co-operate with the
Liberation Movement and became
an eutlaw, though he denies hay-
ing ever co-operiuted with the
Nazis. tle was, nevertheloss.
fonnd peuilty of collaboration
with the enemy, and sentenced
to be shot, with elght others.
Neltlier the United States nor
Britain Interceded on behalf of
the former Chetnik leader, and
the sentence was prowptly car-
ried iuto effect.

Baptists in Russia

@ The president of tbe South-
ern Baplist Coaveution, Louie
D. Newton, of Atlunta, stated
tbet there are betweeo 1,500,800
and 2,000,000 members in the
Baptist devomination in Russia.
Dr. Newton was visiting Russia
with a delegation of seventeeu,
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at the Invitation of the Rissian
Red Cross and Red Crescent So-
rieties, He sard veligous services
in Rusgsia are as free as in any
Baptist churehi io the world.

Demand Break with Franco

% On Joly 17 103 La Nem-
hers of the PBriiish i*artiument
signec] 8 letter lssued from the
RHouse of Commons and urged
the government "'to take sctlan
Ihrongh the United XNaltions to
assist the Spanish people tu re-
gain tkeir freedom”. The indus-
trial part of the liabor sovernent
Joined in the muve to have the
governnment bi'eak off diplomatic
relations with I‘ramco. The
Trades Union Congréss issued
a maunifesto te that effect. J* 18
varions left-wing groups in En-
rope observed the tenth anniver-
sary of the outbreak ot the Span-
ish civil wor and ¢emauded the
onsting of T'ranco, whom they
acensed of prepuring a new war,
with British aud Amerlcan <o-
operation.

Moslems Re ject

Independence Plan
@® The Dloslenis in Indla hove
withdrawn from: their eviginal
agreeiuent te uccept the DBritish
cabipet wission’s loug-term pluu
for Indian independence. For the
Arst time in tie thirty-eight
years it has been in existence.
the All-lndia Aloslem HLeague
has decided te follow n course
of “clivect irctiou”. The Leagne
cluims that the basic priuciyles
laid down in order to enable tlhe
major parties to join the {Con-
stituent Assemnbly are not beiug
tollewerk. At a meeling oI the
T.eague on .July 29 many Mos-
lems publicly renounced their
British titles, to show their flis-
tiust of British motives,

Bolivians End Dictatorship

@® A studeut and worker revo-
Intion againgf the Pelivian dic-
tatorship of Villaroel bas in-
stalled Nestor Guillen as provi-
sional president. Villnroel wis
assassinated, He ¢qaime into pow-
el by violent means two yeats
ago. A ftree vress has now heen
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restored. Iolitical prisoners will
he liberated, aud exiles sre in-
vited to retura ta RBolivia. The
dictatorshlp’s luterference with
freedomn of the press was (he
direct cause of the revolntiimn.

Pearl Harbor Investigation

@® P’ear] Harbor was the scene
of the greatest disaster in Ainevl-
can military history. It has heexn
nnder Investigation by Congres:s,
to deter'mine who was resporn-
sisle for the unprepar¢dness of
the Americans. The hearings
tooir seventy-one dnys, and the
committee heuard forty-four wit-
nesses. The testimony totaled
5.650 printed pages. 1'he wstin
conclusions that the majority of
the committeey urrived at were
that (1) the ultimate respun-
sibility for the attack rests upon
Jabun; ¢2) the presidiznt untl
other bigh govormment officlals
made every effort to ivert wny
with Jaban; (3) the Gabu (IHa-
waif) commanders erred in fall-
ing tu place thely commuands oa
the nlert In view of warnings
from Washington; (4) the war
department failetl to malie sure
that (he Idawaiian deDartment
hacl Heen preperty wrnrneul. 'The
minority repoit, slgped by two
Republicau senators, salll that
{1) the messages (rore: Washing-
ton were not sufficiently detinlte
ug to the peed for alertness;
{2} DI’rexident Hoosuvelt was re-

sponsible iu that he falled to en-

force co-operation nuniong the
secretary of war, the searetary
of the uavy, the chief of stall’ anl
the chlel o©f uaval operatious
wilh u view Lo tlispatehing clear
orders to the Hawaijan com-
manders.

Second Bikini Bomb Test

@ The second postwail atomic
homb explosion, the tirst to he
detonated nnder water, took place
on July 23 beneath the waters
of Bikini lagoomn. Prematm-e clet-
enation was preveuted by Ihe
use of a tiine.clock arrangenient.
A huge waterspeut, a mile high,
resulted from the explosion.
Early reports indirated ten war-
ships were sent to the bottom,

inclading the battleship Arkan-
sis, ¢lose tn the point of the
exptosioa. The aiveraft carrier
Satratoga, toore than a balf-uniile
away, was ulso sunk, hesides Hve
submmarines and fkree siinaller
craft. Thve bhattleships. n carrier,
1' beuvy cruiser, a destroyer anl
K trousport were badly (hmaged.

Atomic By-Product Sold

@ The first sale of an atomic
hy-prodoct was nmmwide at Oak
Ridge, Tenn.. when the Uuited
Slutes government’s $2,000,000,-
(K11 ntomi¢ research plant sold a
millicurie (a mere specit) of
radlonctive Isotopes at $400 to
a private hospltal fov use in can-
cer research,

Caribbcan Earthqualce

@ Angnst 4 witmessed a violent
earthquake in the West Indies,
the Dominican Republic being
hardest hit. Suother <uake oc-
cnrred four days later. Tidal
waves struck coustal towns and
conged mneh damage te bnild-
ings, hesides leaving behind ut
lenst 78 dead andi 20,000 home-
less persons. Tle earthguake was
of exceptionsil force.

Applications for UN

@ MNine countries have made ap-
plication for membershipy in the
Luited Natiens erganizatien,
I'bey are Albunin, the Mongo-
linn ?ecple’s Republic, Afghani-
stan, Trans-Tordan, Iceland, Tre-
Inndd, Siam, Periugal and Sweden.
The Communist-influenced gov-
ernment of Albania was called
upon to answer u <(uestionnaire
to determine its eligibility for
nienibership. Greece objected to
its admissiov because of ulieged
sapport of the Axis. China recemn-
meuded postponemnent of consid-
erution of the upplication of the
Mongolizn People’s Republic. Any
of the Big Five uembers of the
Securlty council can veto a mem-
bership application. Among otb-
er things, nationus niust be **peace-
loving™ to he adwmitted to the
United Natious.
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Released at the recent Glad Nations
Assembly. This hook, yresented to thou-
sands of persons from all nations as-
sembled in Cleveland, is new available
to everyone.

At a time of great conflict between
God’s Word and man’s opinions, this
book accentuates the words of the apos-
tle Paul, “Let God he tiue, but every
man a liar.”

devotes its 24 chapters to the upholding
of God’s trne Word on many basic dec-
trines of importance. But let the hooli’s
chapter lLeadings speak for it.

‘‘Let God 8e True'’

“Who Is Jehovah?”

‘‘What Say Ye Respesting the Messlah?'!
Satan the Devll

What is Man?

Hell, a Place of Rest In Hope

I1s There a Trinity?

YA Ransom for Many*'

“The Church of God"”

“The Kingdom of Heaven"

Use of Images in Worshlp

The Way to God Through Prayer

The Sabbath: in Shadow and Reallty
"Not Under the Law, but Under Grace"
The Lord's Return

Gathering the Jews-—Past and Present
Who Are Jehovah's witnesses?
Saiutes and Politics

"The End of the World"

The '*New Earth'

Resurrection

The Judgment Day
Consecration-—the Way to Life
Serving the True God

Within ils 32N pages are bhoth a suhject and a Scripture-text Ingex, which ale of great value for reference.
The attractlve cever g gold-embossed on deep-Ereen hinding. The hook s available en a 23¢ centribution.

WATCHTOWER

117 Adams St.

Brooklynl, N.Y.

Please send to mwe postinicl u copy of “T.el GGod Be True", for which I enclose a 25¢ contrikution.
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