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" In Brief

Beautiful Lisbon

* Beautlful Lisbon, which had almost
600,000 population in 1930 and now
claims 750,000, was completely destroyed
November 1, 1755, when a terrible earth.
quake, a tidal wave and a great con-

flagration almost obliterated what 1is

now onc of the finest cities in Europe.

Lisbon is a busy place. The streets
are thronged with fishwives bearing flat
trays of fish. on their heads; Galician
water carriers with their casks; bakers
with as much as a hundredweight of
bread in a huge basket slung from their
shoulders; bagpipe-playing peatants,’
with sembreros and sashes; whistling
knife-grinders; lottery peddlers, and
everything else that will make a noise,
All the people of Lishon are in one grand
Tush. Traffic moves at breakneck speed.
One woman who came across the Atlantic
by airplane safely, and without distress,
fainted on the way to her hotel because
the taximan drove so recklessly through
the crowded streets.

e el i

An Unusaal St. Elme’s Fire

¢ St. Elmo’s fire, the phosphorescent
glow that sometimes surrounds the
tops of masts, usually does no damage,
but in the summer of 1945 there was a
display of .it in southern Spain, in the
neighborhood of Almeria, that set fire
to the clothing of more than thirty men,
women and clildren, and even laundry
which had been laid out upon the grass
to dry.

In one of these peeuhar storms, flames
thirty yards high leaped in the bky, and
one group of scientists that came to in-
vestigdte reported that the fire had ig-
nited their box of instruments. It 1s
noteworthy that land in the area of these
manifestations is a particularly good
conductor of electricity. The conclusion
was' drawn that the Jand was charged
with radium or some rare mineral, and
on that basis speculators staked out
more than 100 land eclaims.
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Company-owned Towns Win Freedom

IN MANY parts of the country, par--

ticularly in mining districts and in-
dustrial centers, glant corporations have
built housing projects, and even whole
towns, on their own property. The hous-

es and stores as well as the very side--

walks and streets are owned by these
private interests, and because of this
fact they have run things very much
their own way without regard for the
civil liberties and rights of citizens. In
effect, they have said that the Constitu-
tion does not apply im sueh towns be-
cause they are on “private property”.
But now a new chapter has been written
in the statute books on this subjeet by
the supreme coart of the land, and all
company-owned towns will do well to
read it. In its decisions of January 7,
1946, the Supreme Court nipped the bud
of this American species of the old feu-
dal system, and thus made the Consti-
tutional! torch of freedom burn more
brightly.

The history of these important deci-
sions goes back to a little Atabama town
of 1,530 population, Chickasaw by name,
which is a suburb of the city of Mobile.
As early as 1921 the Tennessee Land
Company, owners of Chickasaw, built
therein a shopping district known as the
“business block” consisting of a group of
stores. There was a barber shop, & laun-

.dry branch, a déctor’s'office, a dry goods

store, a restaurant, a drugstore, and
commereial offices. A fen-foot paved
sidewalk extended along this block as
well as a paved street.

In 1941 Chickasaw was sold to the
Chickasaw Development Company,. and
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a little later it was re-sold to the Gulf
Shipbuilding Corporation. Fhese trans- -
actions included the whole town, the
homés and stores, with the water and
sewer systems and disposal plant, as
well-as the police foree and United States
Post Office, and life in general continued
as usual. There were no visible boundary
lines, no wall or fence, and strangers
could come and go as they pleased with-
out knowing when thev entered or left.
From all outward appearances Chicka-
saw was like any other American town.

And hecanse it was like any other vil-
lage or community of intelligent crea-
tures, the commission given to Jehovah's
witnesses to call on all the people with
the Kingdom message in these last days
included Chickasaw. This town with its

1,530 inhabitants could not be by-passed

without suffering Jehovah’s displeasure;
hegee God’s messengers of peace visited
it from time to time. However, it was not
long after the Gulf Shlpbuﬂdmg Cor-
poration became the owners of Chicka-
saw that God’s witnesses were informed
that they could not preach in this town
without permission from the corpora-
tion’s town manager; and he had no n-
tention of giving such permission.
After several threats by this town:
manager, a certain . B. Peebles, signs
were posted in the store windows read-
ing as follows: “This is private property,
and without written permission, no
street, or house vendor, agent or solieci-
tation of any kind will be permitted.”
Such signs did not frighten or deter Je- .
hovah’s faithful messengers. As usual’
they were on the streets, s1x of them, on
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Christmas eve, Friday, December 24,
1943, exhibiting The  Waitchtower and
Consolation to the passing pedestrians
and calling out in moderate tones,
“Watchtower, announeing Jehovah's
. kingdom.”
% Thls situation afforded the. one-man
ipolice force, made up of the total might
of one A. 1. Chatham, a golden oppor-
tunity to gain notoriety, so he thought,
by driving these “eriminals” out of
Chickasaw. So forth be sallied to the at-
tack like a fox terrier. When he pounced

on them with what he thought was suffi-

cient foree to make them turn and run
he was surprised-by their firm, yet kind
answer: ‘We are ordained ministers.and
have the right granted to us by the Con-
stitution. We are commanded by AL
mighty God to do this and we cannot ask
man for permits to do this work. We are
not peddlers and we are not soliciting
for anything; we are simply here carry-
ing on our Christian educational work in
an orderly manner.” Ah, ves, these peo-
ple must be hardened eriminals to stand
up and defy the “law” like that! At least
Chatham-was convineed of it, and so he
quickly rounded up the six of them and
lodged them behind bars.

These harmless, vet Taithful men and
women were brought before the Inferior
Criminal Court of Mobile county, where
they were tried on the chdrge of “tres-
passing after warning”, found guilty,
and were fined $50 or 20 davs imprison-
ment; on January 6, 1944, Tmmediately
an appeal was taken to the Cireuit Conrt

of the county, and from there it was ap-

péaled to the Court of Appeals of Ala-
bama, which latter court took the posi-
tion that sinee the Gulf Shipbuilding
Corporation paid taxes on the sidewalks
and stireefs in Chickasaw they also had
the privilege to order anyone whom they
chose, includinig a minister of God, to
leave town at their slightest whim, with-
out cause or reason. But in thus ruling
the court erred. Instead of restricting
* the code so as to give protection to in-
dividnal property owners troubled by
4 -
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trespassers who reffised to leave when

“ordered to do so they broadly construed

the statute to mean that the manager of
the town Wad the absolute power to pro-
hibit Jehoval’s witnesses from distrib-
uting Bibles and Bible literature to per-
sons passing along the streets and side-
walks of Chickasaw if he did not per-
sonally approve of them and their be-

Lef. | ]

The Alabama courts also held that’
their false interpretation of the statute
did not abridge the rights of free speech,
free' press and freedom of worship of
Almighty God according to His written

“eommands contained in the Bible, Tt

therefore became necessary to take the
case to the Supreme Court of the United
States in order to obtain the civil rights
that the Constitation guarantees to all
living within the borders of this land,
which borders encirele and include pri-
vately owned towns like Chickasaw.

Out Texus Way

While this case was dragging through
the state courts of Alabama a similar
case developed out in Texas near San
Antonio. Hondo Navigation Village in
Medina county was built and operated
by the Federal Pablic Housing Author-
ity, an agency set up by the United
States government. In September, 1944,
A. R, Tucker, one of Jehovah’s witnesses
who had graduated from the Watch-
tower Bible College of Gilead in New
York state, was assigned this village of
Hondo and was going from door to door
calling on the people with God’s kingdom
message.

“Now it seems that a certain A. B.-
Purinton, who had been appointed by
the government to act as the housing
manager of Hondo, having an overin-
flated ego, may . have thought his title.
should he “Der Fuehrer”, since he con-
sidered himself virtual dictator of the
village. True to type, this little dictator
hated the truth as proclaimed by Jeho-
vah’s witnesses. Tt will be remembered
that the Buropean dictators had a sim-
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ilar hatred and threw the Lord’s wit-
nesses into. concentration eamps. So
when Purinton heard that Tucker was
in town going [rom door to door, as Je-
sus and the apostles had done, he imme-
diately had him brought to his office,
where he told him that gospel-preaching
was not permitted and he must leave the
village at once. Reasoning with this vil-
lage chieftain was of no avail; he was
definitely opposed to having the people
of Tlondo Navigation Village learn any-
thing about Jehovah God’s glorious
kingdom.

- Laws of men are much lower than the
laws of QGod, and Tucker appreciated
this fact. He realized that his commis-
sion and assignment came from Al-
mighty God and therefore he could not
stop preaching because a man like
Purinton said so. Several days passed

as this servant of the Lord continued his,

work in %plt(‘ of threatenings and warn-
ings to “cease and desist” his missionatry
work among the good people of the vil-
lage. Final]y, on: October 10, 1944, Tuck-
er was arrested by a county deputy
sheriff, and was convieted of the crime
of trespassing on private property.

In the complaint signed by Purinton,
he stated under oath that Tueker “did
then and there enter upon ,premises
owned by A, B. Purinton, and was then
and there a peddler and hawker of goods
and merchandise, and did then and there
unlawfully and willfully refuse to leave,
said premises affer havmg been noti-
fied by the qcud A. B. Purinton, the own-

_er of same”. Later, nnder eross-examina-
tion on the \utnesn stand, Purinton ad-
mitted that he had (_le_lihera’fely lied; the
United States government was the own-
er; he wag just the houze manager. Also
on the stand Purinton testified that he
was enforcing a federal regulation in not
permitting peddlers, hawkers and or-
dained ministers:to trade and preach in
the village. But later, when a checkup
was made In Washington, D.C., it was
found that again Perjurer Purinton had
falsified the reeord-while nnder oath to
JULV 3 1946

tell the truth. Even the Supreme Court
toock note of this fact, Purinton was a
religionist, according to his testimony.
The question was put: “What denomina-
tion do yvou belong to?” and hig answer
was “Presbyterian chureh”.

No legal action was taken against t
house manager for his misconduet wh
acting as a servant of the government, )
for such eould be overlooked on the -
grounds that Purinton was the vietim
of a dictator complex. That was a.minor
point. The great issue concerned the
freedom and civil rights, not of the one
man, Tucker, but of the whole nation.
It was for this reason that the case was
taken to the Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States. Beeanse the same Constitu-
tional issues were invelved in this Texas
casge as were in the Alabama one, the two
were combined and have since been
known as the Marsh case and the Tucker

case.

Appeal to the Supreme Court

Jehovah’s wifnesses in appealing tfo
the Supreme Court through their coun-
gel filed a brief (written argument) cov-
ering five major points. These points
were supported by 97 court decisions,
besides many other authorities, all‘of
which covered the issue from every
angle and presented the maftter in a
clear, powerful and most convineing
manner, We can do no hetter than quote
portions from this masterful brief, leav-
mg out, of course, the numerous cita-
tions that substantiate every word.

PornT ONE

From 1iime' immemorial it has been cus-
tomary for persons nol expressly invited to
go from door to door and summon residents
1o the door for the purpose of disseminating
ideas on political, Biblical and other subjects

. The right extends not only to the popu.
lar causc but to the unpepular cavse, Tt is
not confined to visitations at only such homes
that the caller has reason to believe he is wel-
come, hat the law cxtends the right to every
person to call at every home to ascertain
whether .the householder "has.an interest in




. the literature distributed. . . .
 determine who shall visit residents of homes

i L

" in peddling and hawking. . . .

liberty to reccive whom he pleases. .

The right to

loeated in Hondo Navigation Village i3 con-
fined to each individua! householder. The
landlord or its manager does not have the
right to say who shall or who shall not visit
thg tenants. The implied invitation to visit at
the homes of the people is one unaffected by
the fact that the homes are occupied by ten-
ants rather than the owner. . . . It has beerr
said that a landlord impliedly grants to the
tenant the rights of ingress and egress. . . .
Nor has the landlord the right to select the
visitars, or the tradesmen, or the tradesmen’s
servants, so long, at least, as they are decent
inm character and behavior, The tenant ia at
. "The
conrts have uniformly held that the actn ity

of Jehovah’s witnesses does not constibute

peddling, hawking or soliciting. .’. . This

eourt is not bound by the conclusion of state,

courts that Jehovah’s witnesses are engaged
It has been
held that the refusal ef one of Jehovah's wit-
nesses, engaged in door-te-door ealling upon
tenants of an apartment house who have not
specifieally invited him, to leave the apart-
ment house when ordered 1o de so by the land-
lord does not constitufe trespass. .

i

[
Poixt Two

The rlght to use the streets of a town for
the purpose of disseminating information
and opinion does not depend on a techniea!
dedieation and formal acceptance by the pub-
lic expressly or impliedly. Therefore the
finality of these decisions in no way limits the
rights of appellant before this court. The pay-
ment of taxes by the owner does not diminish

~ the rights of the public to nse the streets for

these purposes as long as they are open and
used as avenues of travel. In towns operated
by munieipal eorporations under the common
law the title fo the streets and sidewalks
vested in the abutting owners with the bound-
ary running down the middle of the street.

. “Wherever the title of streets and parks
mey resi, they have immemorially been held
in trust for th# use of the public and, time

. out of mind, have been uséd for purposes of

‘gssembly, communicating thoughts between

8,

citizens, and disémﬁsing public questions. Such
use of the gtreets and publie places has, from .

- ancient times, been a part of the privileges,

immunities, rights and liberties of eitizens.”

. There is always an invitation or license
implied in the law for any person to speak to
another on a matter of mutuel interest. Thus,
Jehovah’s witnesses have an implied invita-
tion or license to spesk with the public upon
the streets, sidewalks, parks, and pther public
places, concerning matters of publie interest.

Pornt THREE

The Town of Chickasaw cannot be said not
to be a town. Even 'though it is not a muniei-
pal corporation, it is nevertheless a town as
properly defined in the law. . . . Regardless
of who owns the streets, ordinarily used by
the public for usual public purposes, the
rights of the public to earry on activity pro-
tected by the First and Fourteenthk Amend-
ments cznnot be abridged. ... . Whenever
lprivate property is used iz such a manner as
to be affected with a public interest, as is the
sjreet im this “business block™ of the Town
of Chickasaw, it ccases to be governed by the
law relative to private property. . . . It is
submitted that even though the court may
conclude that this is not 4 public street in the

.same way that a public street owned by a

municipal ecrporation is, or that there i§ no
publie easpment, it must be concluded that
the propel’ty is used in such a manner as to
create a public interest therein. This use is
suffieient to permit the publie to invoke the
restraints of the First and Fourteenth
Amendments to proteet the exercise of their
rights upen the public streets of Chickasaw.

Porxt Four

That Jehovah’s witnesses are engaged in
preaching activity from house to house and
upon the streets and, in the exercise of this
activity, are entitled to the proteetion of the
First and Fourteenth Amendments guaran-
teeing freedom of worship, is ne longer open
to doubt or subject to debate. In a lontg line
of decisions this court has consistently vin.
dicated the rights of Jehovah’s witnesses to
engage in these activities. . . . Mr. “Justice
Myrphy, in Martin v. Struthers (319 U.8.
141, aw pp. 149-150). said: “Nothing enjoys a
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higher estate in our -gociety than the right
given. by the First and Fourteenth -Amend-
ments freely to practice and proclaim one’s
religious convictions. Cf. Jones v. Opelika,
316 U, S, 584 at 621. The right extends to the
aggressive and digputatious as well as to the

meek and aequiescent. , . . Freedom of re-

ligion has a higher dignity under the Con-

stitution than municipal or personal conven-

ienee. In these days free men have no loftier
_ responsibility than the preservation of that
freedom. A nation dedicated to that ideal will
not suffer but will prosper in its observance.”

Pomnt Five

Inasmuch as the undisputed evidence shows
that appellants were engaged in aetivity pro-
teeted against abridgment by the First and
Fourteenth Amendments there is a presump-
“tion that the statutes as construed and ap-
plied are unconstitutional. . . . The undis-
puted evidence shows that there was no clear
and present danger that any interest of the
state or any right of private property was
threatened with invasion or injury by reason
of the aetivity of appellants. . . . The. re-
quirement of the permit as a condition pre-
cedent to the exereise of these aetivities is un-
Jawful censorship contrary to the First and
Fourteenth Amendments to the United States
Constitution. The use of the regulations by
hoth managers amounts to an outright pro-
hibition of the activity of Jehovah’s witness-
es. Laws prohibiting the exercise of this ae-
tivity are unconstitutional. . . . The owner-
ship and title to streets open to public use
does not give the owner the right to abridge
the exercise of constitutional rights thereon
by other persons without the consent of the
owner, Title and ownership is not the crite-
- rion. The gnide in determining whether the
streets can be used for these purposes is
whether the streets are actually open and
used by the public in the same way that other

streets are used. . . . The fact that one may
be a land owner occupying the status of a -

landlord does not constitute him a dictator.
A landiord does not have econtrol over the
mind and eonscience of the tenant oceupying
his property purely hecause he is the land-
lord. -All citizens are equal before the law.

JULY 3, 1948

No qualification of property can be imposed
ag a eondition precedent to the exercise of
constitutional rights. Although poor and
needy, a tenant need not attorn to a land-
lord his constitutional rights and liberties
solely because he is oblizated 1o pay rent and
does not hold the title to the property where-
in he dwells, The ownership and title to the
streets is entirely immaterial. . . . If private
ownership and title to the streets and side-
walks conferred the right to regulate and -
censor activities guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion, as argued by the State of Alabama in
this case, then such activities could he pro-
hibited in towns operated by public munici-
pal corporations where title to streets is in
the sbutting owners. In such situations the
abutting owner would have the prerogative
to prosecute one for trespass who deflantly
used sidewalks contrary to the wishes of the
owner. Thus there would be aceomplished in-
directly what the Constitution and this eourt
have said cannot be done direetly. . . . The
power to regulate the streets does not confer
& license to abridge the rights of the publie.
Landlords have no greater right to order Je-
hoval’s witnesses off the sidewalks and streets
or the property rented to tenants than would
they have to-extrude customers of siores
abutting the sidewalks and streets of the
tenants using rented premises. The argument
that rights of private property ownership and
title thereto give absolute control so as to
ahridge the exercise of right guaranteed by
Iaw has been rejected by this eourt.

The Supreme Court Speaks

The highest tribunal of the land, after
giving due consideration to this mass of
persuasive legal opinion, handed down
its decision on January 7, 1946, Mr. Jus-
tice Blaek read the Court’s opinion.
After recounting the facts in the Marsh
case the court said: \

Had the title to Chickasaw belonged not to
a private but to a munieipal corporation and
had appellant been arrested for vialéting a
municipal ordinance rather than a ruling by
those appointed by the corporation to manage
a company-town it would have been clear that
appellant’s conviction must be reversed. Un-
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der our decision in Lovell v, Griffin, 303 U. 8.
444 and others which have followed that case,
neither a state nor a municipality ean com-
pletely bar the distribution of literature con-
taining religicus or political. ideas on its
streets, sidewalks and public places or make
the right to distribute dependent -on a flat
license tax or permit to be issued by an eoffi-
cial who could deny it at will. We have also
held that an ordinance completely prohibit-
ing the dissemination of ideas on the -city
streets ean not be justified on the ground that
" the municipality holds legal title to them,
Jamisen v. Texas, 318 1. 8. 413. And we
have recognized that the preservation of a
free society is so far dependent upon the
right of each individual ecitizen to receive
gnch literature as he himself might desire,
that a mumnicipality could not, without jeop-
ardizing that vital individual freedom, pro-
hibit door to door distribution of literature,
Martin v. Struthers, 319 U. 8. 141, 146, 147.
From these decisions it is clear that had the
peaple of Chickasaw owned all the homes,
and all-the stores, and all the streets, and all
the sidewalks, all those owners together eonld
not have set up a municipal government with
sufficient power to pass an ordinance com-
pletely barring the distribution of religious
literatuzre.

After ]aying\doivn this sohd founda-

tion upon which the decision was to rest,

the court then fixed attention on the spe-

¢ific question to be answered.

‘Our question them narrows down to this:
. Can those people who live in or come to
Chickasaw be denied freedom of press and
religion simply because a single company has
legal title to all the town? For it is the state’s
contention that the mere fact that the prop-
-erty. interests to the fown are held by a single
‘eempany is enough to give that company pow-
e, enforecable by a state statute, to abridge
these' freedoms. We db not agree that the
corporatlon s property interests seitle the
-question. The state urges in -effect that the
corporation’s right to conirol the inhabitants
of. Chickasaw is coextensive with the right of
a homeowner to regnlate the conduct of his
guests, We can not accept that contention.

.8

.speet to any other eitizen. .

o - ' - i

walerslup does not always méan a'bsolute

dominion. The more an owner, for his ad-
vantage, opens up his property for use by the
public in general, the more do his rights. be-
come circumseribed by the statutory and con-
stitutional rights of those who use it.

This simple statement of the truth is
so brilliant that it immediately exposes
the ridiculous position of the Alabama
courts. Continuing, the Supreme Court
said:

Whether a corporation or a munieipality
owns or possesses the town the public in either
ease has an identical interest in the funetion-
ing of the eommunity in such’ manner that
the channels of communication remain free,
As we have heretofore stated, the town of
Chickasaw does not function differently from
any other town, The “business block™ serves’
as the community shopping center and is
freely accessible and open to the people in
the area and those passing through. The
managers appointed by the eorporation ecan.
not curtail the liberty of press and religion
of these people consistently with the purposes
of the Constitutional guarantees, and a state
statute, such as the one here involved, which
enforees such action by eriminally punishing
those who attempt to distribute religious lit-
erature clearly violates the First and Four-
teenth Amendments of the Constitution,

Many people in the United States live in
company-owned towns. These people, just as
residents of muniecipalities;, are free citizens
of their state and country. Just as all other

. citizens thev must make decisions which af-

feet the welfare of community and nation. To
act as good citizens they must be informed.
In order to enable them to be properly in-
formed their information must be uncensored.
There is no more reason for depriving these
people of the liberties gunaranteed by the
First and Fourteenth Amendments than
there is for curtailipg these freedoms with re-
. Insefar as
the state has attempted to impose eriminal
punishment on appellant for undertaking to
distribute religious literature in a company
town, its action eannot stand. The ease i re-
versed and the eause remanded -for further
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proceedmgs not mconmstent vmh this opm-
jon. e,

- Double Victory for Freedom

On the same day the Supreme Court
also handed down its decision reversing
the Tucker conviction invelving a town
owned by the government instead of a
corporation. First of all the eourt’s opin-
ion reviews the facts in the case and
then from the facts it deduces the fol-
lowing judgment:

The foregoing statement of facts shows
" their close similarity to the facts which led

us this day to decide in Marsh v, Alebama,

No. 114, that managers of a company-owned

town could not bar all distribution of reli-
gious literature within the town, or condi-
tion distribution upon a permit issued at the

diseretion of its management. The only dif- -

ference between this case and Marsh v. Ala-
bama is that here instead of a private cor-
poration, the federal governmen} owns and
operates the village. This difference does not
affeet the result. Certainly neither Congress
nor federal agencies acting pursuant o
Congressional authorization may abridge the

. freedom of press and religion safeguarded by
under eertain .
circumstances it might be proper for secu- .

the First Amendment., True,

rity reasons to isolate the inhabitants of a
setilement, such as Hondo Village, which
houses workers engaged in producing war
materials. But no such necessity and no such
intention on the part of Congress or the Pub-
lic Housing Authority are shown here. 1t fol-
lows from what we have said that to the
extent that the Texas statute was held to au-
thorize appellant’s punishment for refusing
to refrain from religious activities in Hondo
Village it is an invalid sbridgment of the
freedom of press and religion. . . . The case
is reversed and the cause remanded for fur-
ther proceedings not. inconsistent Wlth this
opindon.

In addition to these two oplmons read
by Mr. Justice Black were two concur-

ring opinions by Mr. Justice Frank-.

furter. Regarding the Marsh case he

said: “A company-owned town gives rise -

to a-network of property relations. As to
| dULY 3, 1848 :
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these, the judicial organ of a state has
the final say. But a company-owned town
is a town. In its community aspects it
does not differ from other towns. . ..
Title to property as defined by state law
controls property relations; it cannot
control issues of civilian liberties.” On
the Tucker case Frankfurier observed: .
“In the case of cormmunities established
under the sponsorship of the Umited
States by virtue of ils spending power,
it would, I should think, be even less de-
sirable than in the case of company
towns to make the constitutional free-.
doms of religion and speech turn on
gossamer distinctions about the extent
to which land has been ‘dedicated’ to
public uses.”

The two Supreme Court decisions, in
spite of their logie, were not concurred
in by the whole court, since it was a 5
to 3 decision. Reed, Stone and Burton
dissented and accepted the shallow rea-
soning of the lower courts, that because
the landowners pay taxes on the side-

.walks and streets they can run Chris-

tians out of town and set up a Nazi-
Fascigt rule of their own.

One More Barrier

The Supreme Court decisions in.the
Marsh and Tucker cases were far-.
reaching, covering more territory than
is occupied by the comparatively few
company- and government-owned towns,
There is a growing tendeney In this post.
war era for gigantic corporations to buy
up large sections of property for rede-

- velopment within the limits of estab-

lished cities. On such properties they
ereet whole communities. They do not
sell the property, but only rent it to
fenants. An example of suech a project
is the one built and owned by the Metro-
politan Life Insurance Company in New
York city, known as “Parkchester”,
whieh houses between 35,000 and 40,000
people. For years the management of
Parkehester have impudently interfered
with the unselfish work of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses. But now their so-called “author-
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ity” begins to melt away under the pene-

trating rays of these decisions,

There i also the common apartment
- house, the last barrier standing across
the path that leads from door to door,
the path over which (God’s never-tiring
3. witnesses travel. But sinée the Supreme
~ Court huarled its volley into the “private
property” myth the apariment houase
barrier seems about to crumble.

Of a truth, there is no difference
whether rent-paying families live six
feet apart in company-owned towns or

six inches apart in company-owned
apartments. There is no difference be-
tween a corporation paying taxes en
sidewalks and streets leading to houses
and a corporation paying taxes on hall-
ways and stairs leading to individual
apartments. Since God’s ministers have
the Constitutional right to use the side-
walks, they also have the same Tight to
use the hallways By Jehovab's grace and
all-surpassing power these truths will
soon become ecommon knowledge as His
witnesses continue their work to its sue-
cessfal conelusion.

Chief Cause of Cancer-Spread Gradually Becoming Better Known

CAN'T say that T much favor the use

of any sort of aluminum cooking uten-
gils. One reason why aluminum has been
used so greatly in cook kits has been by
reason of the lightness of the material.
Dillon Wallace hags recommended alumi-
num for a great number of years, but
gat so many letiers ohjecting to alumi—
num, that it caused body aihmentg, that
he decided on making an investigation.
He quotes ag foliows from the standard
1.. 8. Dispensatory, found in all drog-
stores. Here is what is said regarding
aluminum in cooking utensils:

“Alam is a powerful astringent with
very decided irritant qualities, and when
taken internally in sufficient quantities
is cmetic and purgative, and may even
cause gastro-intestinal inflammation. .
When small quantities of the soluble
salts of aluminum are introduced into
the circulation they produce a slow
form of poisoning characterized by mo-
~ tor palsies and areas of local anesthesia
with fatty degeneration in the kidneys
and liver. The nervous symptoms have
been shown by Doliken to be due to
anatomical changes in the nerve cen-
ters. There uare often symptoms of
gastro-intestinal inflammmation which is
presumably the result of the effort of
the glands of the inteslinal tract to
eliminate the poisoning.”

10

Wallace found that aluminum acetate
makes an ideal embalming fluid and that
saverkrant cooked in aluminum will
produce aluminum chloride, especially if
allowed to stand for any length of time.

“Aluminum aets in the nature of a
cumulative poison,” wrote Wallace. “In
o number of cases where people have
died under hospital care, and where
aluminum hag been uged by them almost
exclusively in cooking, autopsies have
shown that aluminum was present in the
brain, kidneys and liver in sufficient
quantity possibly to have caused death.”

While we have made no investigations
ourselves, what we have read has con-
vineed us that the aluminum cooking
kit could well be replaced with tinned,
steel -or enameled items. I believe there
1s a constant danger in letting food
stand in aluminum kettles or dishes. In
fact most ailments indirectly traceable
to aluminum have been from food par-
taken of that has stood, let us say,
overnight in such receptacles. Wallace
states: “In the face of what 1 have read
I cannot longer recomrnend aluminum

"eooking utensils, In the camp it offers

even more danger than in the kitchen,
for in camp food is frequently permitted
1o stand overnight in the vessel in which -
it is cooked.”—Harding's Magazine for
April, 1944
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Hierﬁrchy Strives to

ON September 24, 1919, the bishops
of the Roman Catholic Church met
in conference in Washington, D.C. They
were planning an organization through
which to unify and control the activity
of the Catholic people of the United
States. The organization they were set-
ting up would bring “under the anthority
of the hishops” all organizations of the
Catholic population. Thus the hierarchy
would come into direct control of all lay
eouncils, whieh in turn direct some 6, OOO
affiliated Catholie societies.

The National Catholic Welfare Con-
ference—that is the name of the organi-
zation they set up—has since its birth in
1919 developed powerful executive and
legal departments. Other departments
include social action, lay organizations,
Catholic Action study, and press. Pope
Pius XIT officially placed the Naticonal
Catholic Welfare Conference over the
“manifold activity of the laity”.

The N.C.W.C. maintains a Catholic
radio bureau, sponsoring the weekly
“Catholic Hour” and “IHour of Faith”
broadecasts. Talks delivered over such ra-
dig programs are cirenlated in pamphlet
form. More than 1,700,000 pamphlets
w;réa distributed in the United States by
1943.

By that same year 183 publications in
the United States were subscribing to
the N.C.W.C., News Service. It was serv-
ing newspapers in 28 other countries.
The N.C.W.C. pmpaga.nda machlne is
growing.

What Is the NC.W.C. Adu_ertising?

The N.C.W.C. is, of course, advertis-
» ing Catholicism in its every aspect, cul-
tural, doectrinal, social. Since 1931 all
Hierarchical propaganda has pointed
to a central hub. The hub is Pins XI's
Quadragesimo Anno, the comprehensive
plan “On Reconstructing the Social
Order and Perfecting It Conformably to
the Precepts of the Gospel”.

"JULY 3; 1946

L : .
¥ ]

Progress Backwards

Day and night the entire Catholie
press and radio ery for Quadragesimo
and its source, Leo XIIDUs encyclical
Rerum Novarum. _

N.C.W.C. publishes an official mouth-
plece, the magazine Catholic Action. Its
special articles, documents, and official
pronouncements are signals to the Cath-
olic radio and press, and directives to
the 6,000 Catholic Action societies.

For social problems Catholic Action
proclaims Rerum and Anno as the only
golution. In the June 1945 issue the spe-
cial article dealt with “Post-War Youth
Unemployment”. Monstrous is hardly
the ‘word for what youth faces: “race
suicide” by “birth prevention”, “contra-
ceptives,” “abortion,” “rising average
age at marriage,” ete.; then there are

“spiritual, psychological, physical and
social as well as economie” headaches;
“technological revolution,” “shift of pop-
ulation from countryside to city,” “entry
of women into the factory, and the use
of the school as a custodial as well as
an educational institution,” “long rou-
tines and.high standards,” “restricted
apprenticeships,” “closed shop agree-
ment,” “employer discretion over em-
ployment,” “seniority and share-the-
work plans,” “child labor laws and mini-
mum regulations.”

‘What shall be done? Things are get-
ting almost as bad as the “closed corpo-
rations” and “permanent oligarchies™ of
the medieval guilds. {See the N.C.W.C.
booklet, Why the Guilds Decayed, pp. 14,
15) Ah, yes, the article concludes, “Per-
haps Rerum - Novarum and Quadrage-
siwzo',,Anno may soon come into their

own!

F)

The Leo-Pius Blueprint Briefly Defined
The Constitution and Cathaolic Indus-
trial Teaching, an N.C.W.C, study au-
thored by Msgr. John A. Ryan, summa-
rizes Quudmgeszmo Anno’s “new form of
economie teaching”. It involves a “sys-
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tem of occupational groups . . .
powered by law to fixX wages, interest,
dividends, and prices, to determine
working conditions, to adjust industrial
disputes, and to carry on whatever eco-
nomic planning was thought -feasible”,
Bear in mind that the installing of
Anno’s system of occupational groups
would require disemboweling the Anieri-
can Constitution. So btudy the propesi-
tion closely:

. All the groups in the several eoncerns of an

industry ecould be federated into a national
weouncil for the whole industry. There might
also be a federation of all the national eouneils
into a supreme council for all the industries
of the nation. Thg oceupational groups, wheth-
er local or national, would enjoy powef and
authority over industrial matters coming with-
in their competence. This would be genuine
self-government in industry.

Of course, the occupational \groups would
1ot be entirely independent of the government.
—The Constitution and Cotfholic Industrial
Teaching, pp. 24, 25,

In The Relation of Catholicism to Fas-
. cism, Communism and Democracy, is
described how Mussolini and Salazar
created an economic system of “occupa-
tional groups”, “corporatives,” “syndi-
" cates,” or guilds. What Pius XTs plan
calls for, as well as Leo X1, is not a
new “form of ecomomic organization”,
It calls for a reinstallation of the medie-
val guilds of the Dark—er, Middle Ages.

NX.W.C.in the Political Barnyard

"~ Nowhere else on earth than in Ameriea
- are the Hierarchy's sieeves rolled higher,
or Catholie Action, “under the authority
of the bishops,” more vigorously bent on
putting the scheme fo work. Sucecess of
the scheme would mean a long step to-
ward installing the Roman Catholic
~ chureh as the state religion of the United
States. Its wealth and resources, threat-
ened in every country, would be secured
If, as the Christian Century insinuated,
the . Vatican must turn to the United
States as a last retreat against anti-
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clericalism now heard rumbling world- -
wide, that explains the high-pressure
tactics now in progress to snare America
into the Papaey’s guilded cage. “Without
its American resources and power the
world outlook for Catholicism would he
black, indeed,” concluded the Christian
Century

So the National Gathohc Welfare Con-
ference stops by no means at being a
propaganda broadsider. One of the most
powerful lobbies in Washington, D, C,,
is the N.C.W.(. Senator O’Mahoney’s
TNE(C Investigation of Coneentration of
Economic Power reveals, page 43, that

the National Catholic Welfare Conference
sponsers a plan for an economie system of
oetupational groups under Government super-
V151011,

The same Senatorial investigation re-
veals a whole brogd of Catholic political
lobbies: the Catholic Indian Missions,
Catholic Action, Catholic Association
for International Peace, Catholic Chil-
dren’s Bureau, Catholic Conference in
Family Life, Catholic Rural Life Con-
ference, National Conference of Catholic
Charities, National Conference of Cath-
oliec Men, National Conference of Cathe-
lic Women..

“Over a manifold activity of the laity,
carried on in various Tocalities, ‘accord-
ing to the needs of the times, Is placed
the National Catholic Welfare Cpnfer-
ence,” to gypte Pius X1I's directive from
the magthend of Catholic Action. 1f-
N.C.W.€.; the old mother hen, squawks
and groqses for “an economic system of
oecupational groups”, that is, the medie-
val guilds, then the pope himself is the
first to point out why all those other .
little birdies are being raised in the
political eorridors of Congress. ‘

Fight Against Amevican Constitution
For, to be sure, putting across the
guild system involves no little task, The
Foreword to The Constitution and Cath-
olic Industrial Teaching tells why. The
Tnited States Constitution will not ad-
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mit the legislation “needed to apply Cath-
- olic social teaching”. What? And after
. the great cardinal Gibbons declared “No
Jonstitution ig mote in harmony with
Catholi¢ prineiples than is the Ameni-
can”? But Cardinal Gibbons spoke {oo
soon; Quadragesimo Anno did not come
. along until 1931, and now things look
different.

Perhaps “more genercus interpreta-
tions” of the “general welfare”, “due
process,” and “interstate commeree”
clauses in the Constitution would permit
the passing of “a very large part of the
legislation needed”,  admits the Fore-

word. But even “a very large part” is not

“all” the legislation needed “to apply
Catholic soeial teaching”. On the most
vital points the Constitution and Quad-
ragesvno Anno stand awry.

Take the matter of a state’s meddling
in real private enterprise. Catholie doe-
trine believes in giving the corporate
state unlimited control over economics,
the state itself, of course, recognizing
the cudgel! of” the “Church”. Contrari-
wise the Constitution. It holds that in-
dustry is the free enterprise.of the
citizens.

Then there is the matter of private
property. It is more secure in the United
States than in any other nation on earth,
thanks to the strong protection aceorded
it by the Constitution. That, according
{o Catholic doctrine, smacks of “indi-
vidualism and economie liberalism™. Of
all things! And there Anno wanting pri-
vate citizens bound to “the grave obli-
gatlons of charity, beneficence and liber-
ality”, or, in plain heretical liberal lan-
guage, let the “Chureh” stick her greedy
paw in the people’s pockethooks. (P. 10}

And wages. Cloge your eyes, folks, for
T.eo XIIl and the Supreme Court are
coming to outright, undignified blows
over what the people shall earn. Leo, in
Rerum, wants a ehurch-ridden .govern-
roent to dietate how much a man shall
find in his pay envelope, as in the days
of the grand old. gmlds The Supreme

JULY 3 1848
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Court mterpretmg the Conatltutmn, de-

bl

c'Idrec; that such long-nosed meddhng s

“arbitrary and unreasonable”, being a
violation of the “liberty” protected by
the Constitution. (P. 17)

No Scruples, No Shame

“The Constitution was written hefore
the world had heard of either Socialistn -
or Communism. . . . To suggest that
the ‘general welfare’ clause might be -
stretched so far as to authorize either
Socialism or Communism, the obvious
reply is that such a construction of the
clause never entered the minds of the
founding fathers; moreover, it is out .
of harmony with both the letter and the
spirit of the Constitution, taken as a
whole,” states Msgr. Rvan at page 11-

Very well. But the Constitution was
written seven hundred years affer the
guild system had been shown up for what
it was. To suggest that the “general
welfare” clause might be stretchédd so
far as to anthorize a corporate or guild
state Iike balamrs or Mussolini’s, or
their types in medieval Spain, T‘rance,
and Italy, wre]y such a construction as
that never” entered the minds of the
founding fathers, either. Among the au-
thors of the American Constitution, as.
well as signers of the Declaration of
Independence, were men who knew about,
the “occupational group” system or

- guilds—stalwart Catholics Thomas Sim

Lee, Thomas Fitzsimmons, Charles Car-
roll, and his cousin Daniel Carroll,
brother of Archbzshop Carroll. And_
what about this claim by Cardinal Gib-
bons —*“To the Catholic Church musi of
necessity be attributed all that was done
in the New World,” Of course it’s a
mouthful of wind. The Hierarchy wishes
it could admit it now, If the “Church”
created the Constitution, and now it
turns out to be a nuisance, somebody’s
“mfalllblhty” must be awry.

But one more word ahout Socm]lsm
and Commuunism. If by 'a.;ny political won-
der the “general welfaie” clause ¢onld
be Juggled bO as to ad.rmt elther of them,
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the Constitution would become a dead

' Jetter, reasons Msgr. Ryan; and that

would be unthinkable. But “Catholic
doctrine”—if by any political wonder i
“could be authorized, the Conatitution
would become no less a dead letter. Any
scruples there?

Owing to its nature and seope, the Con-
stitution of the United States presents com-
paratively few points of contact with Cathelie
The “general welfare”
clause could be construed so as to bring the
Constitution into substantial harmony with
the Catholiec doctrine on the distribution of

~ wealth and ncome and on & reconstrueted

gocial order.—Pp. 26, 27.

Thit is his answer, Without scrup]e
Without shame.

He answers for the Hierarchy. The
Hierarchy answers for the pope. The
pope answers for Catholicism. So, “ac-
cording to the need of the times,” the
nation’s eapitol is flooded with rabid
lobbies to flog and frighten Congress-
men; to caterwaul for revival for Leo’s

‘and Pius’ guild, euphemistically laheled

“an economic system of occupational
groups”.
The New Deal’s Embryonic Gmlds

The Constitution and Catholic Indus-
trial Teaching, page 26, remarks that
under the Rooseveltian New Deal the
embryonic form of the “occupational
groups” appeared in the eodes and code
organizations which were set up under
the National Recovery Act (NRA). The
Supreme Court ruled the NRA un-
constitutional. Meanwhile Archbishop

- Mooney, chairman of the administrative

board of N.C.W.C., pointed out that
eleven cornerstone principles of the New
Deal had been embodied in the Bishops’
Program since 1919, This  programn,
stated the archbizshop, represented “a
moderate application of Catholic moral
prineiples o social and industrial life”.

But in carrying out the Bishops® Pro-

gram to the hilt, America still would
have a long way to go to fulfill that
“sound and comprehensive plan of social
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reconstruction in aur late Holy Father's
epoch-making eneyelical, Quadragesimo
Anno”. With such a promising New Deal
start, the archbishop continued, “our
1ong-range efforts should be directed to
the realization of the papal plan for a
new social order.”-—The Bishops™ Pro-
gram, 20th Anniversary Edition, pp. 4-7.

On December 24, 1941, President
Roosevelt expressed in a letter to Arch-
bishop Mooney his hope of seeing “the
establishment of an international order
in which the spirit of Christ shall rule
the hearts of men and nations”. The
president did not live to see it, but his
words live on in the N.C'W.C. folder
Peace and Post-War, alongside related
sentiments from two of the ‘pope’s
Christmas messages as well as ditto

hrases from the Catholic Association
or International Peace.

Congrésswoman Speaks s
of "Rerum” and Musgolini
Soliciting their influence to help re-
elect her to Congress in 1942 Clare
Boothe Luce. wrote to every Catholie
priest in Connecticut as follows:

As a Catholic clergyman you are deeply
interested in industrial and soeiological prob-
lems. Naturally your greatest sympathy will
be for the laboring man. His gains have been
hard won, through years of effort. Sinee the
forceful pronouncement of Pope Leo XIII
the condition of the working classes has be- .
come, if slowly, at least steadily hetter. . . .
As a legislater I shall work unceasingly for
a fair deal for the working man.

Mrs. Luce’s mindfulness of the pohtl-
cal power of the Catholic Hierarchy is
not the exception with smart politicians.
Her awareness that world society has
been rapidly eddying here and there into
the design of Leo’s and Pius’ blueprint

_for a “new =ocial order” shows even

smarter political sense. Had not Mus-
golini filled the “new order” “occupation-
al group” hill? “There was a time, of
course, when we all thought that Musso-
she report-
edly stated during election week. “That
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5" was before he became a partner of the
" Axig.”—The Nation, October

ism as, thus espoused marches the na-
tional association of some 10,000 Ameri-
can manufacturers. Just as the N.C.W.C.
"is the trunk of all other Catholic lobbies
- and pressure groups, even so the N.A.M.
forms the trunk of other great industrial
lobbies, 250 of which represent the cor-
porations that control the nation. One
would think, from all this talk about the
“laboring man’s welfare”, that the
N.A.M. would be the bitterest foe against
Rerum and Anno. But here is the dead
give-away. Behold the like policies ad-
vocated by the Big Business and Big
Religion lobbies in Congress!—

Maintenance of the “American system”, es-
pecially as regards freedom of enterprise and
the private ownership and-econtrol of produe-
tion, is an objective of the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers. The United States
Chamber of Commerce seeks the eontrol of
industrial produection in private enterprise by
trade associgtions under Government super-
vision. The National Catholic Welfare Con.
ference sponsors g plan for en econamic system
of occupational groups under Government
supervision.—TNEC Investigation, pp. 42, 43.

Italics accentuate the vast distinetions
between “trade associations” and “occeu-
pational groups”, both under “Govern-
ment supervision”. A differcnce as vast
as the mutual interests of the Chamber
of Commerce are from the N.A M.

The hand-in-hand policies of Big Re-

' 31, 1942,
Foremost in line for a form of guild-

ligion and Big Business are underlined
by Robert A. Brady in his book, Business
as a System of Power. “The pressure (of
the N.A. M.} leads directly to the type of
proposal recently elaborated by sixteen
Catholic prelates meeting in Washing-
ton, D.C., in which they proposed a -
‘Guild or Corporative System’ for Amer- .
ica. (a) At no point is this proposal at -
odds with the propaganda of the N.A. M. ;
(b} the proposal is praetically identical
with that of the papal encyeclical ‘Quad-
ragesimo Anno’ (1931) which formed the
basis of Chancellor Schusnigg’s Austrian
variant to ‘Clerical Fascism’,”

How It Can Happen Here .

The 250-plus industrial corperations
that own and rule the United States,
represented by their respeetive ,“coun-
cils” or syndicates, “would be empowered
by law to fix wages, interest, dividends,
and prices, to determine working con-
ditions, to adjust industrial disputes,’
and to carry on whatever econdmnic plan-
ning wag thought feasible”, ete. (The
Constitution! and Catholic Indusirial
Teaching, p. 25) To make everything
look all right, a-few workers are thrown
in among these corporation councils,
Fven Mussolini- didn’t overlook that!
(Relation of Catholicism to Fascism,
p. 7) Lobbies won’t have to lobby any
longer. They would simply throw off the
blinds and set their handpicked tools
in Congress without further ado. Who
turns out to be the best friend Big
Business ever had ?—Contributed.

Eight Million Dollars an Acre

N THE corner of Fifth avenue and

Forty-eighth street in New York city
stands an old Dutch Reformed chureh on
a 20,000-foot plot of land. Real estate
sharks have offered to buy the site for
$3,750,000. That is at the rate of over
$8,000,000 an acre, whichis a pretty steep
price to pay for property even on this
world-famous avenue. Other property in
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the same neighborhood on Fifth avenue
was recently sold to the swanky concern

-of Lord & Tavlor for less than four and

a half million dollars an acre. All of

which makes one wonder why people pay

g0 much more for land on which stands

an old stone structure similar to the

ancient house of Baal that Jehu deso-

lated free of charge.—2 Kings 10: 27,
15
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~ Administration for Unification

THE one thing that will bring about
the unification of all hummankind that
live on the earth will be the worship of
the only true and living God, “whose
name alone is Jehovah.” (Psalm 83:18,
Am. Stan. Ver., margin) This God
khows who are His people. e knows
where they have been scattered by the
forces, of demonism parading under the
name of “religion”. “The foundation of
God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are his”
(2 Timothy 2:19) He declares it to be
His irresistible and unalterable purpose
to gather together in one all intelligent
 ereatures on earth, whether of the spir-
itual or of the earthlv class, who take
their stand now for His kingdom, His
Theocratie Government by the Messiah.

-This gathering together to the Lord
God’s -side must take place before the
final war of Armageddon; and hence
those gathered must flee now from the
enemy organization and to Ter TrEoC-
racY. That Government is now in oper-
ation from heaven and in the midst of
its enemies, demon and human. The time
has come to the full for the administra.-
tion or “dispensation” of the great Mes-
siah at God’s right hand, and the gather-
ing of those who are pro-Kingdom has
been in progress now since A.D. 1918,

first of the spiritual class, and more re-.

cently of the other class who shall live
on-earth for all-time in unbroken peace
and happiness under the righteous dis-

pensation of The Theocracy. As it is

written, at Ephesians 1:9,10: “He hath
purposed in himself: that in the dispen-
gation [or, administration] of the ful-
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‘ness of times he might gather together
.in one all things in Christ, both which

are in heaven, and which are on earth;,
even in him.”

The beginning of the righteous ad-
ministration means that the nations of
the world have reached “the time of the
end”. That time began with the incom-
ing of the “Day of Jehovah” in 1914, and
the final end thereof will come at Arma-
geddon. There thé primary issue of
domination of the universe will be set-
tled once and for all time, The invincible
Theocracy will settle it right, which
means, in favor of the great THEroCRAT,
JeHOovAH, the Almighty God. That vie-
tory will be a vindication of God’s name.
It will mean also deliverance and bless-
ing to all creatures who live and who
love righteousness and truth, Jehovah is
the Supreme One and is the only Source
of life, of law and of order; and His
Theocratic ‘Trule over all the universe,
including this earth, is the only right-
ful rule,

¢ The nations of the earth, partlcularly '

those that make up so-called “Christen-
dom”, have been notified and warned by

- thoge whom God has already gathered

and whom he has made His witnesses,
of and concerning His purpose to estab-
lish the Theocratic rule over the earth
by and through His King, Christ Jesus,
the Messiah., The nations have treated

God’s faithful witnesses with contempt;

they have spurned the message these
witnesses have faithfully proclaimed.
They have preferred to ignore God and
have chosen the rule of the invisible, -
superhuman demons in, furtherance of
their own selfish schemes for world
domination. They leave the expressed
will and the written Word of God out
of all their plans. They put not their
trast in Jehovah to set up His righteous
kingdom over humankind by His own al-
mighty power. They prefer to exercise
governmental control themsclves and re-
fuse to entertain anv thought of the di-
rect rule of God by His King Christ Je-
sus, or submit to 1it. Hence their United
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Nations organization and its various in-

stitutions. Despite such rebelliousness,
they take the name of God upon their
lips in connection with their religious
rites, but by their course of action they
have forgotten Him. God’s judgment
concerning them is: “The wicked shall
be turned into hell, and all the nations
that forget God.”—Psalm 9:17.
Shortly such nations shall suffer the
same fate as did unfaithful Jerusalem in
. the days of Jeremiah, and which eity he-
came religious and broke her covenant
with Jehovah God and was complelely
destroyed by His executioner in 607 B.C.
Religious Jerusalem was the prototype
vof present-day “Christendom”. All who
abide in her and support her and trust
*in her leadership will go down into the
diteh of “hell” with her, suffering a like
fate as the demon religionists of Jeru-
salem suffered. Then only the prophet
Jeremiah and his faithful companions,
guch as the Jonadabs and the Ethiopian
Ebed-melech, escaped with their lives
and with God’s approval. Likewise at the
fast-oncoming battle of Armageddon
only members of the spiritual remnant

faithful to Jehovah God, and also their

devoted earthly companions, will escape
destruetion of “Christendom” and of the
other nations of this evil, troubled world.

Jeremiah prophesied durmg the reign
of the wicked kings.that followed good
king Josiah and until the last earthly
king of the Jews, Zedekiah, in whose day
Jehovah God executed His Jjudgment
on covenant-breaking Jerusalem. Those
vears of Jeremiah’s preaching afforded
time for Jehovah’s witnesses then, the
prophets Jeremiah, Fizekiel and Zepha-
niah, to give a final witness to the king-
dom of Judah and Jerusalem, for the
benefit of all those of good+w111 toward
Jehovah, and as a ' warning of impending
destruction to the covenant -hreakers,
the. demonized religionists and their

+

-poliﬁcal and commerctal allies and sup-

porters. Those who heeded the warning
and abandoned the religion organization
and went over to Jehovah’s executioner
then escaped together with Jehovah’s
faithful prophets. The religionists and
their flocks who refused to take the mes.
sage seriously and persecuted Jeremiah
and his companions and who clung to
the things of religion and trusted in the
self-rightecusness of their religious
leaders perished.

These things were recorded in the Bi-
ble, not for a mere record of ancient his-
tory having little or no bearing upon
persons of modern times, but for their
instruction in these days, that they
might know how to seek life and to walk
in the way that'leads to life. The larger-
and complefe fulfillment of those ancient
judgmenis of Jehovah God are brought
to pass upon like organizations and
classes of people at the -end of the un-
interrupted rule of Satan; and the facts
show that his rule was mterrupted by
the great Administrator of the universe

A.D. 1914. As regards those events hav-

ing to do with ancient Jerusalem, “now
all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our
admeoenition, upon whom the ends of the
world are ecome.” (1 Corinthians 10:11)
Those who hope to live to see human-
kind unified on earth under a righteous
government which will deliver man from
the rule of the wicked and-bless all lov-
ers and doérs of righteousness must
study those ancient ensamples or types
and follow the admeonition therein con-
tained. Such ones will now come over
onto the side of the real administration
for world unification, namely, Jehovah
God, and they will put their hope, not in
any international organization for peace
and security, but in Jehoval’s King
(('i}’hrmt Jesus and His everlastmg kmg—

o :

Though a sinner do evil an hundred fimes, and hiz days be pmlo:lu,red, wet surely I kmow that it shall bs
well with them that fear God, which fear before him: but il shall not be well with the wicked, ﬂeaﬂwr
shall he prolnnq his days, which are as a shadow; because he feareth not before God

—Eeelesiastes 8:12, 13, .
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1. Jehovah' igtribute The Watchtower and Consolation. 2. This
gronp of i

service, 3, Starting out to advertise the lecture “A
United World”, at 3 if om Is @ 3, at Los
Angeles, is one of 1 ty. 5. A little
witness in Colorado Springs invites passers

by to the public leeture, come Sunday. 8. “The Truth Shall
Make

¥, diligently studie¢ by an entire family at Fitzgerald, Ga.
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“Mexico Upholds Freedom of Worship

REEDOM of worship is an issue of

universal importanee leaping over
all national boundaries and embracing
all peoples. Creatures of all nations have
the right fo worship God as He has com-
manded, bot the enemies of mankind
seek to destroy such right. Consequently
lovers of liberty everywhere wage a
relentless warfare against these demonie
hordes to maintain the open field of free
worship, and wvietories, decisive wvieto-
_ries, are won from time to time, such as
the recent one in Mexico.

In the little border town of Nuevo
Laredo, population arcund 9,000, the lo-
cal authorities in 1944 set themselves np
as dictators and started running things
much the same way the Nazis and Fas-
- cists did in Furope. One of the first
things they did was to throw constitu-
tional government in the wastepaper
basket and suppress freedom of speech,
press and worship. For a time every-
thing went their own way, until the
higher counrts of Mexico stepped in and
rebuked such totalitarian rule. But let
us start at the beginning,

The National Independence Day of
Mexico was being celebrated in Septem-
ber, 1944, at the Lauro Aguirre school
in Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas. The pu-
pils were engaging in speeial patriotic
exercises. Among them were two girls,
- daughters of Manuel Salazar, one of
Jehovah's witnesses. When the girls re-
fused to take part in what they believed
an idolatrous flag ceremony, their father
visited the school and explained that
their refusal was for reasoms of con-
seience and requested that his danghters
be exempted from such practice. This
reasonable request was denied.and the
children were expelled, and the father
was summoned to appear before an
agent of Prof. Fidel Ramirez M., the
federal inspector of education.

Imnmediately the harlot press prosti-
tuted itself before these little dictators

JULY 3, 1948

and used the incident to arouse the feel-

.ings of the people against Jehovah's

witnesses, calling them anti-patriotic fa-
natics and traitors, assoclating them
with Communists and Sinarchists {Jes-
uit-Fascist organization of Mexico).
This furnished the exeuse the officials
wanted. Manuel Salazar was arrested.
Then a few days later at the instigation
of the police the commander of the army
garrison in Nuevo Laredo, General Ala-
torre Blaneco, ordered a detail of his
soldiers to sweep down on the home
where Jehovah’s witnesses were meeting
together and arrest the twelve men there
present. These were thrown into jail like
desperate criminals and held “incom-
municado” for three days. To justify this
outrageous attack on sincere Christians,
whose only erime was that they were
faithfully worshiping God as outlined
in the Bible, the officials charged them
with violation of Article 145, revised, of

the Federal Penal Code which covers

such crimes as rebellion, sedition, riot,
revolt and social dissolution of the
national sovereignty.

After several months’ delay the trial
of these Christians was set for July 25,
1945. The testimony of Salazar before
this so-called “court of justice” was to
the effect that he could not pledge alle-

- glance to any but God, considering as

idolatry all honor, worship or reverence
rendered to any other thing; that he
respected the national flag as a symhol
of the country but could not pay homage
to it; that he did not believe that he was
guilly of any crime, since he was free
to profess the helief that suited him. He
also made it plain that he had not vio-
lated any law by simply asking one of
the teachers of the Lauro Aguirre school
to exempt his daughters from idol- .
worship. :
Gerardo Pefia Rodriguez, one of the
twelve arrested while attending the Bible
study, testified that he was one of Jeho-
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" val’s witnesses and a member of “Ta -

Torre del Vigia de Mexieo, A. C.”, a civil
association anthorized by the govern-
_ment, and an affiliate’of the Watchtower;
“that he respected all institutions of the
land, but, since the Bible showed that
J (}hova‘n alone should be worshiped and
honored, he could not salute or worship
the natlonal flag or any other symbol;
also, he declared himseli to be a stranger
in this world. The testimony of the
others arrested was in substance the
‘same.

Publications of the Watehtower So-
ciety were submitted as evidenee and
proof that the organization and its
teachings were based on the Bible and
hence were not subversive or tending to
" eanse social dissolution.

But what did this “court” in Nuevo
Laredo care about proof? Tts only pur-
pose was to do away with those proelaim-
ers of the Kingdom truth. This so-called
“Judge” was a part of the local politieal
machine that was determined to sup-

press freedom of speech and worship. So
away with Jehovah’s witnesses and their
testimony and proof of loyalty! In an
arbitrary and hateful manner the court
said Jehovah’s witnesses were guilty,
and on August 23, 1945, sentehced two
of them to three vears’ and the others to
two years’ imprisonment. Little did
those petty officials think that these serv-

- ants of the Lord would fight back against
such totalitarian rule; so tlhey were
taken back when Jehovah’s witnesses
immediately appealed the decision to the
Third Circuit Court at I\Ionterrey, sorne
160 miles away.

Mexwan Justice Takes a Hand

On December 20, 1945, the appeal was
perfected and the court in ‘session at
Monterrey heard Attorney Vietoriano
Garza Ferndndez argue in defense of
Jehoval’s witnesses. Point by point this
attorney took apart the: deeision of the
lower court and showed that its judg-

ment was capricious, without foundation
on fact, and caused great infury to the

20

twelve Mexican citizens. Attorney Fer-
nandez pointed out that in order-for the
defendants to be guilty under Article 145 -
the court had to show three elements:
(1) diffusion of ideas, ete.; (2) diffusion
for the purpose of provoklng rebellion,
sedition, revolt and riot; and (3) that
such acls tended to dlsmtegrato the na-
tional territory and promote disrespect
of the citizens for their civic duties. Not
one of these elements of Article 145 was
proved ; for, indeed, Jehovah’s witnesses
were innocent of any such things.

The booklet God and the Staie was
seized upon by the lower-court as evi- -
dance of subversive doectrine. But At-
torney Fernéndez exposed this fallacy
when he said:

Examining the article “Lioyalty” [on page
27] which the judgment [of the lower court]
poinils out as the element of greatest weight,
as the chief element of guilt, we note that it
expounds only one opinion upon what is there
indieated ; that it states something that, in the

- oplnion of its author, may happen or that

should be so; but it does not advise or order
that the act or acts there indieated should be
carried into effect. Summing up, we find : that
it has mot been proved in the reeord that
Salazar had published, in any booklet, any
artiele, over his signature, eontaining this kind
of ideas, either of those entitled “(iod and the
State”, which the judgment claims contains
them, or others; nor, lastly, that he verbally
propagated or diffused those ideas. Mr. Pros-
ecutor never proved it, as was his duty, in
order to comply with the mandatory requisite
of the law for the eominission of the erime;
and in that respect, by not thus considering
it, the judgment does injury to my defendant
in holding him guilty on that element of proof.

A newspaper vendor is not held for
libel for something that is published in
a newspaper. So if what was contained
in the booklet God and the Silate was’
seditious {which it was not), then why
not prosecute the publishers? The little
dictators in Nuevo Laredo knew that
they could not do that, since the Mexican
government recognmed the publishers as
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a legal and loyal organwatlon, and g20ov-
ernment censors had passed on the hook-

let God and the State. Continuing At

torney Ferhindez said:
The judgment does still greater injury to
. the other defendants in hasing their guilt upon
‘the article to which I refer (“Loyalty”) in the
booklet eited, in such an arbitrary and capri-
cious manner that it is a complete ‘denial of
all sense of logic and a lack of knowledge of
the law. As a matter of fact, the other defend-
ants have nothing to do with it: because they
are not the authors of the article that is eited
as a basis for-guilt; nor was “the hooklet in
guestion recovered from them ; nor have they
distributed it among the publie; and lastly,
they did not even see it hecanse! it was not
in the evidence shown to them, the case having
heen combined later with that of Salazar,

which contained the hooklet.

Because Salazar had communicated to
his daughters the ideas that he held on
the matter of saluting flags, vet “that
cannot and does not constitute propa-
ganda”, since he was merely exereising
his paternal jurisdiction and right to
teach his children “what he believes good
or proper”. So argued the attorney.

Total Lack of Evidence
The fiery attack on the pernicious deci-
sion of the lower court continued and

Attorney Fernandez showed the utter

lack of guilt on the part of Jehovah’s
witnesses, Said he:

Pefia Rodriguez declared that ke could not
salute or worship the national flag or any
other symbol ; and the other defendants, that
they were nof disposed to reverence it, be-
cause this would constitute an aect of idolatry.
The uniform confession of the defendants, as
the judge callg it, does not furnish, as can be

seen, any element of guilt for them that merits -

the penalty that has been imposed upon them

in the judgment appcaled In faet, it can be

asked: Qn what oceasion or in what place

weére the) before the public? Whom did they

incite to not fulfill their civic duties? To whom

did they diffuse ideas of that nature? On what
- oceasion did they publish articles over their
‘ mgndtures, eontaining subversive theories?
JULY 3, 1048

Whom did they even convince of the ideas
that they hold by virtue of their religion?
Nothing of that is proved in the record, and
in that respeet, such a thing cannot be prop-
erly- and legally invoked as an element of
guilt . . . Crimes are committed not by the
iden that one merely conceives, but by the
magterial act that one executes . . . To sum
it up,” we find that, as has already been indi-
cated, the three elements of eharge on which
the judgment [of the lower court] rests the
guilt of the defendants are in no wise suffi-
cient, either singly or together, to substan-
tiate it.

After hearing the above argument the
appellate court rendered a very logieal
decision revoking the judgment against
Jehova}fs witnesses.

Freedom Wins Another Victory

The court stated that in order to “prop-

agate the disrespect of Mexican nation-
als for their civil duties”, it is necebsary
to “effect polifical propaganda , Whieh
is a political ecrime. Regarding the eharge
that Salazar had instrueted his daugh-
ters to refuse to honor the national ban-
ner, the court said:
- In these aéts of the aceused there exists no
political propaganda whatsoever. It was limit-
ed to appearing before said school officials to
manifest his ideas, but he did not declare them
in public nor did his daughters or he refuse
as a matter of faet to render the salnte to the
national flag, but it was no more than mani-
festing his philosophie thought and his reli-
gious feclings personally in the matter. This
simple act cannot produce the effect of sub-
verting the public order nor propagating the
disregard of the Mexicank for their civie
duties, for it did not even produce any publie
propaganda.

With respect to the charge that Jeho-
vah’s witnesses are disseminating props-
ganda to induce converts to refuse to
render homage to the flag, the court
declared :

The reeord ‘only shows th1$ report but does
not state what constitutes the information and
therefore, if it is not revealad such informa-
tion eannot be taken as constituting the crime,
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If. mdlcates only that the propaganda was
Spread by means of booklets. The booklets are
in the record and were reviewed by this court
very earefully, and the only one found to be
relative to the aets ecomplained of is the book-
let entitled “God and the State” which, at
page 27, under the title of “Loyalty” states
the following: “God commands his servants
that they shall not give reverence, devotion or

. worship to any image or thing. No human

authority ean rightfully eompel the doing of
that which God’s law forbids. If the child of
God conscicntiously helieves that the flag-
salute ceremony is a violation of God’s law,
and for that reason asks te be excused from
indulging in such e¢eremony, no human author-
ity can rightfully interfere with the exercise
of the conscience of that person'who is de-
voted to Almighty God” ... .

In our democratic system, with the war-
ranty of the Sixth Constitutional Artiele, one
is not only permitted to think freely, but that
is one of the fullest liberties of the individual;
to such an extent that it protects thought that
is eontrary to the philosophy of the state and
even its system of government . . . Only when
the way of thinking is converted into acts
which threaten the institutions and-such acts
are speeified as erimes, can they be eriminally
punished. .

‘On the charge that Jehoval's witness-
‘es, in assembling at their Bible studies,
were holding subversive meetings, the
appellate court said:

The court considers that no penalty should
be imposed upon a person accused solely of
“holding a meeting of a subversive charaeter”,
if it is ngt shown what constitutes the sub-
versiveness. By subversive shourld be under-
stood the aet of disturbing the publie order
'or political institutions.

Finally, it should not be forgotten that the
erime of social dissolution is a political crime,

. by the definition itself in Articte 145 in the

part that remained in foree, and politieal
erimes are those which immediately affect the
very organization of the state in its external
or internal security. So the propaganda for
the disrespect of the eivie duties should be of
such a nature that it constitutes an attack on
the very organization of the state. Therefore
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the acts are governed by the defining words
“effect political propaganda”. In- the ecase
under consideration the acts complained of do
not fit this eriminal procedure. They are per-
sonal insignificant acts.

By this worthy decigsion the sentence
of August 23, 1945, against Jehovah's
witnesses at Nuevo Laredo was revoked,
their bonds were canceled and returned,
and they were completely absolved of :
all guilt.

While Mexico’s constltutlonal govern-
ment protects civil rights and is founded
on precepts similar to those adopted by
the nations of “Christendom”, and while
Mexico is one of the United Nations
championing the principles of the “four
freedoms” including freedom of worship,
yet some small local officials disregard
such sovereign mandates and institute
oppressive measures of their own, Only
by vigorously beating back all “off in
the rurals” eneroachment upon freedom
and liberty is it possible to prevent op-
E‘ ession from ruling the whole land.

earlessly, and with full faith, Jehovah’s
witnesses fight against such political and
religious intolerance, giving thaunks to
God for all victories.

‘Homesick

- # God never asked anybody to hbuild

a prison. That idea came from the Devil.
God did provide that the unintentional
slayer of a man must stay within a .
certain city of refuge for a certain
time, but while he was in that city he
had the full freedom of the city. The
papers tell of a man, Frank H. Bortner,
60, who was in Auburn, N.Y., state pris-
on for twenty years. Given his liberty, he
could not adapt himself to his environ-
ment. When he found that he could not
make a “go” of it outside the prison, he
tried to get back in, for he had a good
record there and knew everybody. But
he found to his dismay that he could not
re-enter. Onee his liberty was gained, he
could not gain readmittance to the only
home that he knew.
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N THE year 1940 more than 150 men

and women were arrested in Italy
and convicted on the most absurd and
ridiculous charges. Twenty-six of these
people were given special sentences of
five to ten vears’ imprisonment, while
the rest served one and two years’ penal
servitude. - ) :

One of these tells of his experiences:
“When I was transferred from S. Vittore
prison to Milan’s prison, I was isolated
from the rest of the prisoners for 78
days with very little food during the
worst winter in a hundred years, the
1939-40 winter, and therefore I suffered
‘hunger and cold, besides suffering from
pleurisy. On top of that they put me
in a small cell completely infested with
thousands of Hee and left me there for
40 days to be devoured by such pests,

unable to sleep or to rest. The temper- -

ature was about 25 degrees below freez-
ing, and many prisoners died in such
a miserable condition. A brigadier of the
prison guards saved me from sure death

by providing me with two woolen blan--

kets, violating a rigid rule on my hehalf.”
The indictment against these people
charged that they belonged to a “sect
called “Witnesses of Jehovah’ or ‘Bible
Students’ ”. A terrible “erime™ it was to
be one of God’s faithful witnesses and
to study His Word, the Bible. Further-
more, “They absolutely refused to fulfill
military duties, and have declared their
unwillingness to fight for the country,
and to recognize only the authority of
Jehovah.,” What a “crime”! So peace-
loving that they refused to fight for a
Fascist country. So faithful to Jehovah
God that they declared Him to be the
Supreme and only authority whom Chris-
tians shouid obey. If there had been
more Christians like these there would
not have beer a world war. '
Continuing, this mischievous indiect-
ment said: '
HJULY 3, 1946

“Criminal” Christians

From the examination of numerous publica-
tions of the sect which have been seized .. .!

we note that they offend the honor and pres-

tige of His Majesty the King-Emperor, of the -
Duce of Faseism and Head of the Government,
of the Sovereign Pontiff and of Hitler, the
Head of the German Government.

It will suffice to cite the libels from the books
entitled : “Vindieation,” “Riches,” “Enemies”
and “Face the Farts” which contain definite
offences against the honor and prestige of the -
Head of the Government, of the Sovereign
Pontif and of -Hitler and of the King-
Emperor. '

The above mentioned hooks came from
Braoklyn, New York, the prinecipal head-
guarters of the sect.

This particular king-emperor'was the
one that backed up the wanton rape of
Ethiopia and Albania, and then called
himgelf the “King of Italy and of Al-
bania, emperor of Kthiopia”. Blasphe-

-mously he claimed that this was “by the

grace of God”. What an unspeakable
“erime” it was to offend this wicked
king-emperor by telling the people about
God’s kingdom! What a “crime” it was
to offend the duce of Fascism, that beast

that was hung upside down with his = .

paramour at Milan! What a “crime” it
was to offend the dignity {did you know
he had any?) of the Axis pariner called
Hitler! And worst of all was the unfor-
givable “crime” of offending the honor
and prestige of the fourth of these {otali-
tarian partners, him who brazenly calls
himself the “sovereign pontiff”,
"Maria Pizzato, one of the 26, was tried
before a special tribunal in Rome with
many Jesuits present. She was con-
demned to die, but later had her sentence
changed to 11-years’ penal servitude.
A photoestatic copy of her certified court
order reads: ' :
1} April 19th, 1940 Special Tribunal for the
defence of the State, five years penal servitude
for political conspiration by means of associa-
tion; one year penal servitude for offending

23




P sl

two years penal
servitude for offending the Soveretgn Pontiff;
one year penal servitude for offending the
honor of the Chief of 2 Foreign State and two

years penal servitude for offending the pres-

tige of the King Emperor.

If you are a Catholic you are, no doubt,
able to answer these questions. Is the
pope & god or a man? Is the pope more
exalted than the fisherman Peter, or
more lofty than Christ Jesus, who came
‘poor and lowly sitiing upon an asg’?
(Matthew 21:5; Zechariah 9: 9, Douay)

" Is the pope greater than these and be-

yond eriticism, or is he a mortal man
made of the lowly dust of the ground
subject to aches and pains, the infirmittes
of the flesh, and death itself like his
partners Hitler and Mussolini Where

in the Bible, yes, the “Catholic” Bible,

does it say that it is a erime, worthy of
two years’ penal servitude, to offend this

the honor and prestige of the Duce of Fascism, -
-Chief of the (overnment;

f

80- called “soverelgn pontiff”’ Does 1ot
the “Catholic” Bible say, “But God is
true; and every man a liar”? {Romans
3: 4) If you are an honest Catholic you
will readily agree that only the Devil
and his agents would prosecute and im-
prison Christians for such “erimes”.

B —

Unele Sam’s Cash Box

4 Tncle Sam’s cash box is a room in the

Treasury building where he keeps the
odd change that passes through his
hands daily. Here is where many em-
ployees of the government get their
checks cashed. Here transfers are made
of cash from one department of the gov-
ernment to another, These current de-
posits average about $200,000,000 a day,
but they have been as much as ten times
that sum. Out of this room go daily four
tons of coins. to local banks and about
three tons of $1, $2 and $5 bills.

‘Public Ownership of Public Utﬂmes

HY ig it that the teaching frater- -

nity, paid by Big Business; the
newspapers, owned by Big B‘usmess,
and the politicians, similarly owned,
‘never have a good word to say for pubhc
ownership of public utilities? Their
¢laim is that there is not a man on Big
Business’ pay roll that can be trusted
to do an honest job for the publie, and
that the public should be satisfied with
publi¢ ownership of the public sewers.
“What possible benefit,” they argue,
“ecan come to us, if the pubhc are going
to get their gab, water and electricity
at a half of what we charge them?’ The
writer looked in the Americana and
Britannica encyclopedias for something
on ‘public ownership, and they did not
even have it listed, At any rate, that
shows how well the Big Business erowd
look -after the eollege proféssors and
others that fill the encyclopedias with
the:information they seek to’ umpart or
withhold. -
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TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority)
is a public ownership enterprise, It sells
electrieity at about two cents per kilo-
watt-hour. The national average ig 3.68
cents. Who is so foolish as to think that
the Big Business crowd wish to part
with that 1.68¢ profit for every one of
the billions of kilowatti-hours that are
sold annually? As a result of this low
TVA rate, a private company operating

.in the same territory announced a new

rate schedule in 1940 and in a page ad-
vertisement proclaimed that it was the
seventh rate reduction made by the com-
pany in seven years. Thus public owner-
ship sets Big Business a goed example.
Seven times as many farms in the
TV A region are now using electricity as
when this public utility was first put
within their reach, The uses of electrie-
ity on the farm are many: irrigation,
k- cooling, feed-grinding, besides the
convenience and relief from drudgery’

which help make farm life attractive,
CONSOLATION
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Eleetricity could he supplied to every
- family in the United States at the TVA
rates, and if that had been done in the
vear 1941 the taxpayers would have had
$1,119,409,096 to divide among them,
Allowing that there are 26,000,000 fam-
ilies, that would have becn a nice little
present of $43 per familv. But who
wants every Amerigan family to have
$42 a year when every year there are
1,119,409,006 reasons, according to the
collegg professors, and according to Big
Business, why they shouldn’t have 1t,
even if they should?

Those $1,119,409,096 reasons carry a
lot of weight with those that fain would
have all other Amerieans eat out of itheir
hands, And with that much money at
stake, it iz possible to get a great ‘deal
of. Wrmng done. The writing will be
plausible; the pictures will be fine; and
even if the [lamily did feel that thev
could make good use of that $43, they
will feel that they got something when
they got & chance to buy the paper con-
taining the write-up. Thus the New York
World-Telegram had a very convincing,
claborately-gotten-up article cntitled
“The Eleetrie Front”. You siarted out
timidly to read it; you saw what great
things happened as “Power Pools Safe-
guard War Plants”; you noticed the sub-
head “War Plant Loads", and all would
have gone well had they left out this
paragraph:

Father of the power pool idea was Sidhey
Z. Mitchell, who as young engineer had built
the first power planis in Spokane and Seattle
and later was to become head of the Rleetric
Bond & Share Co. In 1905 he eonceived a
plan to inferconneet plants and companics
and out of this fundamental idea the Eleetrie
Bond & Share system was born

Profitable Misleading of Public
The glory writer stuek his foot in the
~mud. He had forgotten, or never knew,
or more likely hoped that others had
forgotten or would never know that the
JULY 3, 1948

properties

Securities FExchange Commission had
some months previously dissolved the
holding company of that same Flectric
Bond & Share Company which went
by the name of National Power and

Light Company, and had said that
though public investors had supplied
virtnally every dollar of capital, they
had been left with no effectual voice in -
any of the subsidiary companies in-
volved, but. full control was exerciged
by Bond & Share, whose supply of capi-
tal to the system had been virtually nil.

The Bond & Share Company glory
writer started this; so let him sweat for
what follows. One of the presidents of
Flectrie Bond & Share Company was
8. W. Murphy. He gave some advice to
a lawver in his employ. It is not the ad-
vice of oné gangster to another as to.
how to prevent the enforecement of laws
on the statute books, Tt is:

T suggest that both reorgamzations be run
at the same time and in connection with each
other, sa thal no one will be able %o separate
one from the other. My rcason for this is
that, in the Pennsylvania Power and Tight
reorganization, the jnereases in the plant ae-
count (eapital inflation) arc apparently nat
so largoe, but the inerease in the plant aecount
in the Susguchanna organization is tremen-
dous. The Comnrission will find it much more
difficult. to unravel the eost of the various
if ,the two rcorganizations are
mixed up fogether. It will be practically im-
possible for anyone to find out what the eost -
of any individual property or group of prop-
erties was, I believe the Commission would
nol approve the Susqueharina reorganization,
but they might approve it if it would be im-
possible 1o determine at what figure the vari-
ous properties were going in. I again desire-
to impress upon you the impdrtance of scram-
bling all these redrganizations together' so
that about’the only thing the Pennsylvania
Commission will be able to understand will
be the result, and not how the result was
reached. s .

. There ih_ay not be \any connection be-
tween the Bond & Share Company:iand
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the Union Electrie Company of Mis-
souri, but there probably is. On the basis
- of that annual family econtribution of
$43, or its equivalent, this succulent out-
fit had a $600,000 slueh fund out of
which it assisted candidates for such
offices as county judge, mayer, state
legislature, governor, ete. The fund was

 used to quiet every attempt to even dis.

cuss public ownership of public utilities.
One of the bribers, working for the com-
pany, admitted, « did everything from
filling up glabsec to earrying llquor ap
to the dapitol for the legislators” and,
he went on to say, could “safely say that
ro legislation detrimental to Union Elec-
tric was pasged”. This man was Alfred
C. Laun.

. T'wice the Public Benefit :

' Anybody with a brain ought to know
that it is better for the public to own its
own gas, water, lighting and telephone
services than to have them owned by
~ such men as the Bond & Share crowd
. or the Union Electric Company outfit
above described. There are now 100
towns in the United States whose resi-
dents ﬁ&y absolutely no taxes at all (so
says The Progressive) “becanse all reve-
nues are taken from the proﬁts of the
municipally owned utility”. Counld you
imagine Captain Kidd or either of the
. above gangs doing anything like that9
- There are 316 municipally-owned elec-
- tric light and power plants in the United
States that have no outstanding indebt-
edness, all paid out of earnings. Isn't
that & pretty nice thing for the common
people to own?

Each year for seven years Wyandotte
Mich., refunded around $45,000 to its

customers. In the first vear after Mem.

phis took over its utility it saved its
citizens $2,250,000 in reduced rates, paid
$315,000 in taxes, and earned a net profit
of $1,153,000 after paying all costs of
'opera,tion, interest and amortization,
-~ Don't you suppose the people of Mem-

- phis appreciate these facts?:
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After it established municipal owner-
ship Los Angeles made seven rate re-
ductions, and vet made a net earning of
over $6,000,000 in 1940. Is it not just as
well for the community as a whole to
make that $6,000,000 as to have it made
by some Bond & Share or Union Elec.
tric porker that owns a big newspaper

and hires editors to lie like Ananias °

about what an awful thing is pubhc
ownership of anything? '

If you use electric lights you might
be interested to know that at New Brit-
ain, Conn,, ¥ costs $1.32 for 15 kilowatt-
hours, but at Fort Wayne, Ind,, it costs
only 52¢. The first is privately owned;
the second is publicly owned. At Man-
chester, N. H.,, it costs $2.00 for 25 kilo-
watt-hours, but at Chattanooga, Knox-
ville or Nashville it costs only 75c. The
first is privately owned; the last three
are publicly owned

Water

Besides the sewers, which the public
already own and operate (it’s funny the
Big Business crowd never thought of
operating these and charging so much
a day for their use), and the electrie
lights of which mention has been made
in the foregoing, the people also have
common need of water, fuel and com-
munications, They also need fresh air,
which they further enjoy in common,
and, so far, no Big Business crowd has
yey proposed that the common mass
should pay them so much per thousand
breaths from the day of birth until the
big black wagon comes to the door. Many
cities and towns own their own water
supplies, and the stery is the same as it
is regarding electricity, How could it be
otherwise?

By way of contrast, consider Fresnd,
Caiif, In the vear 1931 this enterprlsmg .
community acquired their own water
system, In twelve years the net earnings
had come to a total of $2,001,879.95. But
besides this it had paid the same amount
in taxes as if it had been privately
owned; and besides this it had paid off
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a good share of the bonds issued to buy
the property; and besides this it had
contributed $129,000 to tax-reduction
purposes; and besides this, says the
Fresno Bee:

Funds transferred to the eity for construe-
tion of the New Oity Iall have amounted to
$325,383.00; for the purchase of property for
& new garage, $1,459.50 ; for use at the bomber
base, $160,877.02; donated to the city for
capital outlay, $18,204.34, and donation for
fire hydrant installation to the fire depart-
ment, $3,659.16.

Meantime, the Seranton Gas & Water

Company is so mean that it will not
even pay Uncle Sam for delivering its
gas and water bills, but sends around a
man that is decked out in imitation of an
imaginary public official.

The Transfer of Fuel
© If it is feasible for the public to have
electricity pumped over a wire, and to
have water pumped through a pipe, then
it is feasible for them {o have gas also
pumped through a pipe; also fuel oil
And the beneficial results are similar,
An item at hand states that sixty-six
municipalities in Michigan will be scrved
with natural gas from Texas and Kan-
sas; a perfectly natoral and perfectly
sensible piece ol enterprise. I’robably
this is a private undertaking, but the
public are to be henefited, anyway. The
installation of the pipeline is to cost
$4,633,000, and the Michigan customers
are to get their gas for 21 percent less
than heretofore, for a period of 15 years.
The transfer of fuel oil from Texas
to the Atlantic scaboard by the so-called
Big Inch pipeline has received wide pub-
lieity. 1t was a tremendous undertaking
and carried through with astonishing
speed. The flow ig 700,000 barrels a day;
total mileage of pipelines involved,
10,388. The -work wag all done in a few
months; nothing even faintly compara-
ble to it wag ever before done in his-
tory. And it was the people, the United
-States government, that did it, and the
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proﬁts that flow from it should he theirs
also.

The Transfer of Communications

OI course, if the public can be trusted
to operate the mails, and sewers, and
water and gas and electricity, they ean
also be {rusted to operate the telephones
and the wireless. In Britain, if you wish
to send a telegram vou take it to the
post office, as # matter of course; and
if it works in Britain why can’t it work
on the other side of the pond? That
brings up the subject of radio, and with
this comes the end of this little story.

Although Congress has always told
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion that it has no eensorship powers,
yvet the eommission has always tried to
act in exactly the opposile manner, as
if it did have such power. 1t was {o reg-
ulate wave lengths, ete, s0 ag not to
interfere. It never had any right or any
just excuse for dictating the nature of
the programs. If the American citizens
do not like certain programs, they ean
tarn them off, can they not? They do not
need any bureaucrats at Washington to
determine for -them at Waghington or
elsewhere what shall go on the air and

and what shall not.

It is but a few vears since the Roman
Catholic Hierarchy conspired with the
National Broadeasting Company and
the Colunbia Brndd{*astmg Systern to
prevent the broadeasting of the message
of Jehovah’s kingdom over stations un-
der their control. For the essential facts
on this, send to the Superintendent of
Publie Documents, Washingten, D.C,,
for “Federal Communications Commig-
sion, Hearings Before the Commiitee on
Interstate " and Forcign Commerce,
House of Representatives, Seventy-third
Congress, Second Session, on H.R. 8301,
April 10, 1934”.
~ On pages 310-349 of this 363-page book
is a statement by the Wateh Tower Bi-
ble and Tract Soclety. that is of real
inferest at this time. Some of the inter-
esting contents of the statement may bhe
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of Boyeotting Operations;
Practices of Catholic \TeWﬁpaper of St.

had from the headings: As to Use of
Boycott Methods to Intimidate Radio

-Stations; Collusion Between Hierarchy
~.and Federal Radio Commission; Truth

Abont Signatures to the Petition; Jailed
for Circulating the Petition; Affidavits
Coercive

Louid, Mo.; Execution of Judgments of
Jehovah God Boyeotting Operations in
Minnesota Operdtlon of the Catholie
Boycott in Ohio; Coercion by Telegraph
in Louisiana; A Huge, Conscienceless
Religious Racket; The People Are Held
as Prisoners by the Clergy; Immediate
Investigation by Congress Recorn:mend-
ed.

This is not the time or place to. re-

view all this, which is now a matter of -

history, but it is the time and place to

mention that the Department of Justice

has filed suits against both the National
Broadeasting Company and the Colum-
bia Broadeasting System, _alleging that

AL WL

the two radio chains control the Hhroad-
cast time of 268 of the 800 commercial
broadcasting stations in the TUnited
States; and that among these 268 sta-

i tions are 50 of the 52 eclear channel sta-

tions in the country, and that 32 of these
are controlled by the National Broad-
casting  Company.

Those that lie down with dogs must
expect to get up with fleas. It would
have been better for hoth the National
Broadeasting Company and the Colum-
bia Broadeasting System if they had
been fair and sguare with Jehovah’s
witnesses and not been so absolutely un-
der the gkirts of the Roman Catholie

. Hierarchy and other conscienceless re-

ligionists. These privately-owned oper-
ators of a public utility have betrayed
the truth-loving Catholie and non-Cath-
olic people of America to cater to their
cnslavers, the Hierarchy, and deserve no
sympathy or respect from any decent or
honest man.

REJOICE, IT IS AT HAND!

‘What is at-hand, that sorrowing, deceived people in this distressed world should re-
joice? Truly it would require a great and blessed event to radiate joy inte people’s hearts.
Yes, such is the case. The grandest of all things is at hand, and the prospect is already caus-

- ing multitudes to re]'oivof What Is it? The answer—God’s kingdom!

To assist you in obtaining joy by a knowledge of God’s righteous kmgdom and its bless-

ings, a timely 384-page book has been pubhshtd entitled

“THE KINGDOM IS AT HANDY -

“Your effort put forth to obtain and read this book will be greatly rewarded by the
truth and joy yom will gain. Send in the coupon below with a contrlbutwn of 2he and a

copy “1]1 be mailed  to you.

. ) t
[ .

.'N;ime.
3
1 (hty :
S I

% s [N

117 Adams St.

Plea&e send to me. postpaid a Lop} of “The Kingdom Is at Iland”, for “hwh I hen-
with enclose a 25e contribution.

Slreet

Pustal TF mt \Tn

Brooklyn 1, N.Y.

.. Slate

B Aui ! N Eidniais T
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THE perfect foolishness of the inter-
est system is.disclosed to any honest
person’ who knows how to figure 6 per-
cent interest on 60-day notes. Com-
pounding thus, $1 becomes $2 in 12 years,
and ever thereafter in 12 years the en-
tire amount doubles, so that in 1,163
vears the grand total is $79,228,162,514,-
264,337,593,543,950,336. This is just a
very little hit less than the price of
twelve earths of solid gold at the going
price of $35 per Troy ounce. If Pope
Adrian I, who reigned A.D. 7714795, had
invested that dollar, and looked after
his investment, and stayed alive, he
could have had the whole works of this
earth and eleven more of the same size,
and all made of selid gold. But he up
and died, and that spoiled everything.
None of his successors were smart
enough to invest the dollar and to see to
it that the interest was paid willy-nilly
- every sixty days.

Many, men have seen-more or less
clearly that humanity is chasing a will-
o’-the-wisp when it tries to mortgage the
future and protect itself from loss by
promises to. pay sometime in the future.
A writer in the St. Paul Pioneer Press
put it this way, in November, 1944:

Lives and health are being sacrificed in war
all over the world and earnage reigns to sup-
port the prevailing system, We lend our
money and buy bonds, our supposed patriot-
ism ahd reward. is measured by the lure of
interest returnable.on our investment, and
-measured by this mereenary hypocrisy, as the
avowed expression of many investors testify.

‘When Congress again exercises ifs power
to coin money and regulate the value thereof
{U. 8. Constitution), and I believe it evertu-

ally will do so, then, and not until then, can”

we get our government out of the mess brought
ont us as a result of gangster. control of money

the world over. By this I mean that they, the

bankers, obtain from our government $100
for about 3 cents or the cost of printing paper
money on government printing presses, and
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A Glimpée at thell.‘}'nited States Treasury

this money they loan back to the .government,
or to you, at a high rate of interest, plus -
collateral.

National Wealth and National Debt
The present total riational wealth of
the United States, carefully estimated
by several authorities, is classified thus:
Land and improvements,

mineral and timber $184,000,000,000
Live stock 7,500,000,000 .
Manufacturing, machine

tools, equipment :34,000,000,000
Miseellaneous productions

assets : 8,500,000,000
Railroads and public -

ufilities 61,000,000,000
Stoeks of goods and -

materials on hand 66,000,000,000
(Gold and silver coins .

and bullion - 21,500,000,000

Teotal $382,500,000,000

This wealth was not quite all used up-
in World War 11, but do you know that
more than a fourth of it was spent in
the vear ending June 30, 1945% In that
year the United States government ex-
penditures were $100,030,000,000, which
1s $731 each for every man, woman and
child in the country! : o

Let’s make a little study of the na-
tional debt. Thirty years after the Civil
War (in 1895) the public debt"was down
to but $1,096,913,120, -which was only
$15.91 per-capita. This was not a serious
burden; the country. was young and
growing. The per capita had been four
times as much, back in 1870, The Span-
ish-American war did not affect the per
capita debt seriously. ..

But along came the'world wars, World
War 1 boosted the debt to $25,482,034,-

"419, which was a per capita of $246.69,

as of June 30, 1919. That was quite a
Ioad, amounting to well over $1,000 for
the average family. But World War 11

was ten times as bad in its debt burden.
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As of June 30, 1945, the debt stood at
$258,682,187,410. This is a per capita of
$1,803. 01 and loads the average family
w1th close to $3,000.

.Present Day Statesmen Worried

1 The present-day statesmen are wor-
. ried about the size of this obligation,
-..gnd have reason to be so. They do not

wigh to start the manufacture of print-

ing-press money, vet the inflation proe-

-epg 15 under way. The talk, of course,
- i8 that no serious inflation is projected;
but it is coming, just the same, It is like
putting on coloring matter to beautify
fruits and other aftractions; there seems
to be no good place to sfop.

. No great advaniage comes to a man
- whose pay is raised from 40c to 60e or
. 65¢ an hour if everything that he buys,

including his house rent, i1s boosted pro-
_ portionately. Moreover, if he has ng job,

and cannot get ohe, he is in a tight spot;
and that tight spot is just around the
- corner. Just a few months ago. there
- were 53,000,000 Americans at produc-
. tive work, with 11,000,000 in the armed
services, but when all these men and
women suddenly stop making ships and
guns and planes and switch to making

antomobiles, washing machines and ra-

dios, how long will it he before every-
body that can buy an automobile, a
 washing machine or a radio will have
- 'bought 11?7 And then what will happen?
Will the worker be sure of his job?

The national debt must be paid,out of
the national income, and that income
or down as the workers have
work, In 1934, when there was no war,
and but a small market, the income was
‘but $49,455,000,000. Nine years later, with
the war in full swing, the national in-
-come was $149,392,000,000, or more than
three times what it was in the peace
year just named. If the national incomen
goes down, who will pay the debt?

If the national debt of the Tnited
‘Btates were all in $1 bills, laid end to
end and side by side, the result would
be a highway 20 feet wide for 4 distance
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of 317,000 miles, or thirteen times.around’

the globe. ¥nd to end, in a single line,
the debt would streteh 30,000,000 miles,
or one-third the disiance to the sun. The
congressman that figured this one out
said that if the bills were spread out
they could be used to paper the entire
state of Rhode Island, then the District
of Columbia, and enough would be left
to cover two counties of his home state,
Vermont. ,
Hence the Monetary Conferences

It is not.to be wondered at that the
United Nations are trying to perfect a
financial system better than the one now
prevailing. A list of the coins and other
moneys now in circulation is surprising,
running into hundreds. But the list of

.coins is not an end to the complications.

Suppose, for instance, you go to a banker
and wish fo exchange a bag of centavos
for some other kind of coins. The first
thing he will wish to know is, What kind

of centavos are they? Do they come from

Argentina, Bolivia, Celombia, Cuba,
Eeuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexi-
co, Honduras, Nicaraguna, Peru, Philip-
pine Iglands or Portugal? Similar argn-
ments would arise over the disposition
of at least forty other coins that counld
be named. If yon had a bag of piasters,
the banker would wish to know right
away if they were from Abyssinia, Cy-
prus, Egypt, French Indo-China, Mexi-
co, Spain, Syria or Turkey.

Now suppose you were & banker, and
your country had been suddenly thrust
inte a position where its influence in
monetary matters was of world signifi-
cance and importance. You would wish
to do something to stabilize all the kinds
of currency in cireculation, The recent
monetary conferences, at Bretton Woods
and since then, have projected two or-
ganizations, a stabilization fund and a
bank for reconstruction and develop-
ment. Uncle Sam put up about one-
Tourth o6f the money necessary to get
these organizations nnder way. There
was pohtleal opposition {inevitably);
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after the’ doubters and what he said is
" s0.entertaining that it is reproduced for
the delectation of Consolation subscrib-
ers, Tt appeared in the Newark Evening
News thus:

New York—I pause to shed a tear today
for certain of my unhappy fellow Americans.

For cxample, take Scenator Taft, and some
of his comrades, who seem to believe that the
monetary conference at Bretton Woods is a
kind of plot to do America out of $2,750,-
000,000. Plot! This world has gone through
20 years of hell tryfng to get, among other
things, a stable monetary system for inter-
national trade.

During these 20 years, nations have gone
off the gold standard, plop, plep, like hlgh-
divers in the newsreel.

Braczilians have had to burn coffee millions
of bags of it, because they eouldn’t sell it,
while we have wondered what to do with our
cotton in a naked world. That’s a smart thing,
of course ; not to know what to do with eotton,
ina world half of whose trousers are out at
the tail.

During the first part of this ‘ineredible
double-decade, we tried to break the jam by
pumping ecredits into foreign nations. We
didn’t want their goods, so we virtually forced
our funds on them, that they might go
through the motions of buying from wus for
‘cagh, our cash: We played store. So long as
it was a case of our money on one side of
the counnter, and our goods on the other we
did.a terrific business.

Sinece many' of these foreign loans were
broken up into small bits and sold to Ameri-
 ean investors, it can be said that we took
money from our own people to buy goods to
" give to other countries. Then we made sure
that American investors would, in too many
, cases, not be repaid, by refusing to take goods
from these foreign countries; we made sure
that our eredit risks would be poor ecredit
risks; we ingsisted that they be poor credit
risks; what we did was as sensible as giving
a man a cash loan, and then breaking his arm
to make sure he enuld never do enough work
to pay it off. :
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Now all of this dreary financial history -
seems to Senator Taft and his friends to have..

been quite sensible. But when a proposal is

made to set up a world stabilization fund; .-

through which all the countries of the world
could mutually guarantee one another’s cur-
rencies, and keep them steady, and prevent
a repetition of the above nonsense, why, that
strikes Senator Taft as a plot.’

That, he thinks, is pretty sinister. Global -
charity, he mutters. So do his friends. Money
poured down a sewer, they say. They find it
inexplicably mad for the world to want to
set up an $8,000,000,000 fund, by means of
the operations of which the stability of every
curreney in the world could be maintained.

The world aches to work and earn.its liv-
ing, and that, to Sénator Taft, appears to be
a plot. The world is tired of reading the for-
eign exchange tables while holding a gun to
its temple, just to be ready in case anything
has gone wrong ; the world wants something
better than that, and that, again, seems to
Senator Taft to be a conspiracy, The world
wants to exchange goods for goods, money
for money, and goods for money, at known
values. Devious, says Senator Taft. Sounds
pretty funny to him.

Oh, for the good old days, when the world
used to make sense; when it burnt coffee in-
stead of drinking it, and when we hid cotton
away in warehonses under government loans,
instead of selling it. That was good. That
was sane. Senator Taft calls on us to be on
our guard against a world that has suddenly
gone stark, staring mad, a world that wants
to produce food to be eaten, and clothes to
he worn. We had better watch these dizzy
trends. There is no telling what so sinister
a world might do next. It might even outlaw
war.

How 44,000 Citizens Escaped

¢ When the German armies came rush-
ing into southern France, 44,000 United

Nations citizens erossed into Spain.
From there, on urgent reprebentatlons'
by the Bpitish ambassador, they were

permitted to eross into Africa and thus"'
eventually reached home Ty

3t
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BEGIN RECONSTRUCTION WORK NOW

Not the uncertain, chance-taking reconstruction of visible ea.rthly possessions
and property, but the reconstruetion of belief, faith and worship of the great God
of universal supremacy. The first essential in so doing is to acquire information
regarding His gracious purposesitoward mankind and the world. To this end, dur-

' ing July a special Teduced offer of 10 publieations upon a contribution of only 25¢

i3 being offered to the people. All 10 contain each a vital and truthful message.

Note the variety of important, timely subjects and questlons that each will answer;
CHOOSING ’

Riches or ruin, which w111 vou choose? How is the road to each
identified today? :

RELIGION REAPS THE WHIRLWIND ,
.. What hag religion been sowmg, that she ghall reap & whirlwind?
- THEOCRACY
_ How does God’s Theocratic government differ from othe:cs? and '
E when will it dominate world-wide?
' FASCISM OR FREEDOM

How can you guard against the slyness of stranglmg fascism
and attain the blessing of freedom?

CONSPIRACY AGAINST DEMOCRACY
Who are the conspirators? and what is their purpose?

SAFETY

Many evils lurk along one’s path of life. How may sure safety
from such be secured? ;

SATISFIED

Wherein lies the facts directing one to the possession of satis-
faction?

GOD AND THE STATE :
Are they united or opposed? : -~
COMFORT ALL 'THAT MOURN |
~ Where is the source of this blessed comfort?
“BE GLAD, YE NATIONS” C .
Is it poss1h1e in this confused, fearful world?

:

*

i

- Enhghtenlng and greatly educational will be the truly astounding yet com- -
» forting facts that may be gleaned from the pages of these 10 pubhcatlonqs Use
coupon below and receive the special reduced offer now.

WATCHTOWE& 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y.
Please.send me the 10 pubhcatmns Choosing, Religion Reaps the Whirlwind, Theocracy,
. Fascism or Freedom, Conspiracy Against Democracy, Safety, Satisfied, God and the State,
Comfort All That Mourn, and “Be Glod, Ye Nations”, for which I enclose a 25¢ eontrihution.

-

Name ... Street

City ... , Postal Unit No. ... State .
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